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Ceramic bones on upper field commemorate genocide victims
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A

fter only three years of teaching at St. Louis U. High, social studies teacher Bill Brown
won the Faculty Appreciation
Award last week.
Brown, who had taught
at Eureka High School before
briefly retiring and then coming to SLUH, teaches economics, AP U.S. Government, and
AP Comparative Government at

F

reshmen filed into the Joseph
Schulte Theater on April 26
to hear six of their classmates
explain why they should become
president or vice president of the
Class of 2016 for next school year.
Three candidates ran for
president as well as for vice-president. Keith Thomas and Tim
Sansone challenged incumbent
president Jack Perryman. Patrick
Pence and Steve Thouvenot challenged incumbent vice president
Sam Tettamble. During lunch on
that day, freshmen voted to reelect Perryman and Tettamble.
Just about two-thirds of the
class voted in this election, with
186 votes cast. While the voter
turnout is down from the election
in November, when 224 people
voted, Student Council (STUCO)
moderator Lauren Dickens was
nevertheless very happy with the
turnout.
Thouvenot emphasized that
he would bring ideas to STUCO
and be open to new ideas. Other
candidates lightened their speeches with some humor. While some
speeches were more serious than
others, all candidates offered specific ideas and plans. Perryman
and Tettamble both touted their
experience and said it would ease
STUCO’s transition to new moderators next year, when Danielle
Harrison and Kate Toussaint will
replace Dickens in the position.

BY Brian Dugan
SPORTS EDITOR

Jack Perryman will be next year’s
sophomore class president.

Dickens was also impressed
with the group of candidates, although so few ran that a primary
was unnecessary.
“I thought that it was really a
good group of guys. I think it was
three guys for each position who
are all pretty influential in their
class. I think that they’re three
guys who people look to as leaders without any formal position,”
said Dickens. “I think that they all
did a pretty good job with their
speeches. A few of them took it a
little more seriously than others,
but I thought (that) they did well.”
“I really respect Keith
(Thomas) and Tim (Sansone) for
running again,” said Perryman. “I
think they both show a lot of leadership in that, running again.”
Thomas and Sansone ran in
the November election, but were
defeated in the primary.
continued on page 5

SLUH. He came to SLUH for the
2010-2011 school year to replace
Paul Michaelson after his death.
Brown’s good friend and Eureka
colleague, Tom Kickham, pushed
Brown to apply for the SLUH
job. A year later, Kickham joined
Brown at SLUH to teach AP Psychology.
“Mr. Brown wasn’t teaching,
and when Dr. Michaelson died,
there was an advertisement in
continued on page 5

Bill Brown accepts the Faculty Appreciation Award last Friday.
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Why SLUH? : the view from across the river
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BY John Webb
EDITOR IN CHIEF

T

hree weeks ago, I set out to
answer a question that had
been plaguing me for the past
four years: why don’t more people from Illinois come to SLUH?
But my question could have been
about anywhere. It could have
been about St. Clair County or
South City or any number places.
I wanted to find out how people
find out about SLUH and what
ways would be most effective in
getting more people from neglected far-reaching areas to apply to
SLUH in the future.
My first stop was the Admissions Office to find out what was
already being done to promote
SLUH in Illinois.
SLUH’s strategy to recruit
students from Illinois isn’t any
continued on page 5
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Joel Ocampo is featured in SLUH ads,
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SLUH students per 10,000 people in the seven counties and one independant city with significant SLUH student populations. Students in each area
taken from the map outside the main office.
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One Million Bones
ceremony honors victims
of genocide
BY Mitch Mackowiak
WEB EDITOR
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t’s a strange thing to do,” said
Assistant Principal for Mission
Jim Linhares. “You’re fashioning these bones and you’re laying them out on the ground, and
they’re not real, and yet in that
moment they kind of are.”
Linhares is talking about
One Million Bones, a “large-scale
social arts practice … to raise
awareness of ongoing genocides
and mass atrocities in places like
Sudan, South Sudan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Somalia, and Burma,” according
to the One Million Bones website. The project’s goal is to collect one million sculpted bones
from schools and other programs
across the country, and display
them at the National Mall in
Washington, D.C. from June 8 to
10.
One Million Bones came
to SLUH through a connection
Linhares had with the local coordinator of the project, Grace
Marting. Last October, Marting
sent Linhares a video explaining
the project, and then he talked to
ceramics teacher Sarah Rebholz
about involving SLUH.
“(Rebholz) was more than
willing,” said Linhares. “She really
did a lot of work in terms of acquiring the clay and figuring out
how the process would be most
efficient, and she worked with every teacher who agreed to do it to
get them the materials and make
it all work.”
Linhares also informed other
teachers of the project, and theater teacher Paul Pagano, theology teacher Diego Navarro, history teacher Matt Buha, fine arts
teacher Joan Bugnitz, and Rebholz all involved their classes.
From November to February,
each class spent a period or two
crafting their bones. Teachers first
showed a video introducing One
Million Bones to their class, then
played another few tutorial videos on how to create simple bone
shapes out of clay.
“They didn’t give us much, it
was very basic,” said senior Sam
Wilhelm, who not only was in
two classes that made the bones
but also coordinated Thursday’s
ceremony.
“They could have worked in
papier-mâché or plaster or any
material that would have helped
create something that resembled
a bone, and I know other groups
around the country have done
that, but since we have access to
clay and a kiln here, then it just
seemed like the most logical material to use,” said Rebholz.
Students could personalize
their bones with names of saints
or other phrases like “Stop Genocide!!!”
“For ceramics, we usually
play music during class, but the
class periods that we were making

the bones, we didn’t play music
to get us into a somber mindset,”
said Wilhelm. “They reminded
us specifically to be reflective and
think about why we’re making
these bones.”
Initially, the bones were just
going to be shipped to Washington, D.C. after they were made,
but when the shipping deadline
moved from April to mid-May,
Rebholz and campus minister
Meg Beugg developed the idea of
a ceremony.
“It’s been talked about for several months now, but it all came
together within the past month or
so,” said Rebholz. “Looking at the
calendar of events, there just really wasn’t a good time. … The only
day that was good for something
like this during Activity Period
was today.”
The ceremony, which happened yesterday, proceeded in
complete silence. Anyone could
walk up to the outskirts of the
Upper Field, take a bone from one
of those handing them out, place
the bone in the ever-growing pile,
and step back and contemplate
the reason for the event.
“The ceremony trumped the
making of the bones as more spiritual and more thought-provoking,” said Wilhelm. “I don’t think
the turnout was as big as we’d
hoped it would be, but I think
those who showed up, laid out
bones, and prayed, got something
out of it.”
The stark simplicity of the
bones’ presentation communicated the point of One Million Bones
extremely well.
“I was really thinking almost
situation-by-situation, of Bosnia,
of Rwanda, of Europe under Hitler, of the Congo, Native America,” said Linhares. “I found myself
flashing from scene to scene and
thinking of the scale of violence
against people and then staring
back at the bones and realizing
that the way we put the ceremony
together, just simply laying them
out there and standing there in
silent observance, was a beautiful
way to capture it.”
Synthesizing the efforts of a
diverse group of SLUH students
to make both a spiritual and political statement embodied a lot of
aspects of SLUH’s identity.
“I think that it’s a cool thing
to see on campus, all these groups
of students that have worked so
hard to make these bones, having them come together in this
one piece of installation art,” said
Rebholz. “Having (the bones)
out there, even for people who
didn’t partake in the ceremony itself, just for people walking by to
see, I think it has some meaning,
whether it’s small or large. It’s an
important part of just reminding
us that we are so fortunate, and
I think it’s different and interesting to have something like that on
campus, and I hope to do more
things like this in the future.”

Quote of the Week
“Every generation revolts against its fathers and makes
friends with its grandfathers.” —Lewis Mumford, 1931
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What is that? The sculpture in M201

Jacob Hilmes
STAFF

O
“

h, I don’t know,” said junior
Andy Ney. “Some kind of
torture device?”
Students who have wandered
into M201 may recognize this
simple but confusing sculpture
created by Tristan Gray-Lecoz,
’00. Although it is certainly not
a torture device, the piece does
represent the tortuous beauty of
nature found in Stephen Crane’s
short story “The Open Boat.”
“Crane is a naturalist,” said
English teacher Steve Missey.
“And naturalists sort of look at the
natural world like it’s mechanistic,
it’s deterministic, we’re just playthings in the hands of these huge
forces and the most terrifying
thing of all is that these forces are
utterly indifferent to us.”
The crooked and crashing
metal rods represent the overturned dingy of the protagonist
and his men as they tumble into
an enormous wave. The sculpture
was submitted as an American
Literature project by Gray-Lecoz.
Students in this senior elective
English class have the opportunity to submit artwork, watch a film,
commit to independent reading
or some other undertaking as a
final project.
“We’re in mixed company,”

said theology teacher Diego Navarro, when pressed for comments about what the object
might be. “So I’d rather not say.”
“It’s a contemporary bookshelf, perhaps a bird feeder,” said
junior Gabe Newsham.
Missey mentioned that a
similar project was submitted the
same year as Gray-Lecoz’s sculpture. Although covering the same
short story, this second piece was
comprised of a Play-Doh ocean
and recognizable human figures.
“You understood when you
looked at it, ‘Oh, so that’s a bunch
of guys in a boat that are getting
tossed over by a wave.’ But it had
none of the feel of the story. It was

what happened in the story without any of the flavor of what happened. It was like the tofu version
of the story,” said Missey.
However, the mangled artwork has also been a source of
confusion and bruises.
“Where I see a cumbersome
piece of metal blocking my books,
Mr. Missey sees an intricate work
of art,” said junior Noah Weber.
“I think it’s incredible. Once
you kind of know what it is, you
can sort of see he chopped out
these things and there’s a wave
likeness to it and there’s all this
motion—there’s all this up and
down motion and inner motion
to it,” said Missey.
photo | Joe Kreienkamp

Listen up: alumni talk about college life
Editor’s Note: The seniors of the
Prep News asked a few of last
year’s graduating seniors about
what they wished they had known
before going to college. All responses besides Ben Hilker’s were
compiled from emails.
Tom Blood, ’12, SLU
When I received the syllabus for
one of my classes, I had a sinking sensation that the class would
spell doom for me later down the
line. The reading load was heavy
and tasteless (yes, it was an infamous introductory-level English
course), but for whatever reason, I
didn’t follow my gut. Instead, I’ve
just trucked through one of the
worst classes I’ve ever taken.
Construing the moral of that
snippet of a story as “don’t take
classes you won’t like” or “drop at
the first sign of trouble” wouldn’t
be quite right. Both of those sentiments are true to a certain extent,
especially since college allows students to craft what they want out
of their education.
The point buried beneath the
surface, though, is to learn how
to be true to yourself. College is
a mix of choice and requirement,
with some institutions employing
more of one than the other. This
disparity often, at least in my case,
lends itself to some confusing situations—do I have to do this? Is
this what I want? Where will this
choice take me? Sure, the education and socialization aspects of
college life are paramount to the
experience as a whole, but more
so, the process is about learning
how to be true to yourself through
the choices you make.
My main advice: by all means
possible, do as you’re told whenever it’s absolutely necessary and
do exactly what you want whenever you can. I’ve found that there
is far more of the latter in college

life. Sometimes, it might seem as
though you have to do something.
Keep asking questions. Question
your material, question your relationships, question your professors, question yourself. Contentment is the seed of the devil. Ask
enough, and eventually the want
and the need all falls into place.
Also, be prepared for small
spaces. Dorms don’t have much
leg room (or space for drum
kits—at least I tried).

Willie Floros, ’12, Spring Hill
College
I wish someone would have told
me to save more money.

Ben Hilker, ’12, Purdue
The biggest thing from my perspective was independence. That
wasn’t really an experience I had
had yet. Independence isn’t something to be feared. It’s something
to be welcomed. It’s not about doing whatever you want but about
making your own decisions and
seeing the effects of your choices.
In high school you always have to
worry about parents and friends
and what they might think, but in
college those constraints are pretty much removed. You may have
new friends, and you may be in a
new place, but you’re kind of holed
away from everybody. …You really begin to make decisions solely
based on what you feel is right so
you start taking all those morals
and all those decision-making
processes you learned throughout
your life and start really applying them even if you might screw
up and make the wrong decision. Instead of worrying about
just how it will affect your family and friends, you worry more
about you. It actually clears your
head a bit and helps you fix bad
situations when you’re realizing
it’s just what’s on my plate. I’m
not worried about what someone
else thinks about what I’m doing.
Don’t hold yourself back. Some
people feel like their glory days
were past in high school. … If
you keep really pushing yourself
and keep trying to have those new
experiences, keep trying to meet
new people, you’ll really just keep
growing.

Jack Witthaus, ’12, Mizzou
I would have told myself to surround yourself with the most interesting and intelligent people,
fall in love with the library on
campus, and spend more time
reading than watching television.

Joe Klein, ’12, Macalester College
Academics are important in college—very important—but I’ve
found that I’ve grown most and
learned the most outside of the
continued on page 4

Dan Schmidt, ’12, Mizzou
I wish I had known about the unbelievable amount of free time
you have in college. It’s extremely
simple to understand, but when
someone says they’re taking 15
hours in a semester, that means
15 per week, three hours per day.
With all that free time it’s easy to
screw around and not take care of
yourself and/or your schoolwork.
This is where the freshman 15 and
the unrecognizable GPAs come
in. It comes back to the over-used
and overly annoying phrase parents like to tell their kids on the
drop-off day: “College is what you
make of it.” I hate cliches and I
have a tendency to resent parents,
but that cliche could not be more
accurate. You have a great opportunity to reinvent yourself in a
positive way in your college years,
and in my opinion, not nearly
enough kids take advantage.
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All School Awards
Ed Hawk Memorial Award
Kevin Brennan

Fienup Math Award
Ryan McGrail

Dedicated by the Class of
1971 to honor Ed Hawk, who
lost his life after his junior year at
SLUH, the award, given to Kevin
Brennan, honors the senior who,
with love and dedication, is able
to influence his class to success
through unity and cooperation.
Brennan currently serves as the
student body vice president.
Brennan was shocked as well
as honored to receive the award.
“I was surprised. I was really
honored especially since there
were so many other deserving
people,” said Brennan.
Brennan will also be speaking at graduation, and will be
getting help from former French
teacher Dick Keefe.

Awarded each year to an outstanding student in mathematics, the W.F.J. Fineup Award was
given to senior Ryan McGrail.
McGrail has always loved math
and especially enjoyed Calculus.
His favorite class, however, was
Advanced Geometry with George
Mills.
“It’s almost like solving brain
teasers,” said McGrail. “Every test
was like a puzzle.”

Mac Boland Award
Sam Wilhelm
The Mac Boland Award, established by the class of ’58 in
honor of William McCreary Boland is given each year to an otherwise unrecognized senior that
moves fellow classmates to a more
“united participation.” This year’s
award was given to pastoral representative and wrestling captain
Sam Wilhelm.
“I was really honored, to be
thought that highly of,” said Wilhelm. “I didn’t know people felt
that way.”
As the winner of the Mac
Boland award, Wilhelm will be
speaking at the graduation ceremony at the Peabody Opera
House.
Principal’s Leadership Awards
Aaron Buettner, Brian Dugan,
Peter Hummel, Kurt Thiemann,
Ryan Trenter
The Principal’s Leadership
Awards are awarded each year to
seniors who combine “academic
excellence and exemplary leadership in school and community
activities.” The Principal’s Leadership Awards were given this year
to Aaron Buettner, Brian Dugan,
Peter Hummel, Kurt Thiemann,
and Ryan Trenter.
The recipients of the Principal’s Leadership Awards are chosen after principal John Moran
goes to different departments and
asks for leaders from the senior
class in many different areas of
the school.
“I start in the theology department in the J Wing, then go to
Mr. Wehner’s office to the box office in the theater and everywhere
in between ... and ask who are the
guys who do things to . . . inspire
the work you do,” said Moran.
Jack Krings Award
Matt Raeber
Recognizing a senior for
ministry to the poor and underprivileged, the Jack Krings
Award for Outstanding Service
to Others was awarded to senior
Matt Raeber. Raeber, a four year
cross country member, tutored
and served food with CSP, led
and planned retreats, attended a
service trip to Camden, N.J., and
served as a senior advisor.

McConaghy Award
Travis Golick
The McConaghy Award,
named after long-time Latin and
Greek teacher Mary Lee McConaghy, is given to the senior who
best represents the qualities of
enthusiasm, integrity, and dedication in the Classical languages.
Golick, a Latin and Greek student, will be majoring in classics.
He was involved at SLUH in Latin
Club, the Rifle Club, CSP, and the
Climbing Club.

William George Prize for
Poetry
Clark DeWoskin

JSEA Award
Joe Kreienkamp
Joe Kreienkamp was awarded
the Jesuit Secondary Education
Association (JSEA) Award, given
to one student from each of the
59 Jesuit high schools in America.
The award is given to a member of
the senior class that best exemplifies the components of the Gradat-Grad: intellectually competent,
open to growth, religious, loving,
and committed to doing justice.
Kreienkamp is a member of
the senior pastoral team, is the
Head Varsity Football Manager,
Prep News staff member, and photographer. Kreienkamp will be
speaking at the graduation dinner.
Raterman Award
Andrew Robinson
Senior
Andrew
Robinson was awarded the Raterman
Award, named for English teacher
James Raterman, for his attentive
reading, writing, speaking, and
devotion to learning. Coming to
SLUH, Robinson was more focused on math and science, but
with the help of his English teachers he has come to appreciate
reading and writing more.
BY Jack Kiehl
core staff

-Sam Fentress contributed to
reporting for this article
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Named for former English
teacher and former moderator
of Sisyphus, the William George
Prize for Poetry was given to
senior Clark DeWoskin for his
excellence in student poetry. Besides contributing his poems to
Sisyphus, DeWoskin is also a
sports editor for the Prep News.
This year marks the first time the
award was given.
Archbishop May Service Award
August John
August John was awarded the
Archbishop May Award, which
is given to one senior in each of
the Catholic high schools in the
archdiocese, for outstanding “example of rendering Christian Service within his community and
school.” John has been a member
of CSP each of his four years at
SLUH. He has also lead Kairos
and the Sophomore Retreat, was
a Students for Life member and
senior advisor.

Hinck-Hereford Award
Chris Gys
Student body president Chris
Gys was awarded with the HinckHereford Award, named for two
alumni who lost their lives in
World War II. The award recognizes leadership, scholarship, and
athletics and is named annually
by the senior class. In addition
to serving on STUCO, Gys plays
soccer.
“I was humbled,” said Gys on
winning the award. “But I wish
someone else could have gotten
recognition too.”
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Dunn-Martel Award
Alex Groesch
Named for former soccer and
football coaches Ebbie Dunn and
Paul Martel, the Dunn-Martel
Award, naming the scholar-athlete of SLUH, with high scholarship and commitment to athletics, was awarded to Alex Groesch.
Groesh captains the cross country team and continues to lead
the track team as captain of each
sport.
“It’s a little more pressure to
do well but it gives me more confidence,” said Groesch. “It’s a great
honor. The award could have gone
to anyone.”

From left to right, Sam Wilhelm, winner of the Mac Boland Award; Joe
Kreienkamp winner of the JSEA award; Kevin Brennan, winner of the Ed
Hawk Memorial Award; Chris Gus, winner of the Hinck-Hereford Award;
and Alex Groesch, winner of the Dunn-Martel award.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Model
for Justice Award
Elliot McCandless

F. Joseph Schulte Dramatics
Award
Joe Essig

This year’s Martin Luther
King, Jr. Model for Justice Award
was given to senior Elliot McCandless for commitment to service to humanity and the community, making justice a pivotal part
of his life and working towards
equal rights.

Senior Joe Essig was honored
with the F. Joseph Schulte Award
for achievements in the dramatic
arts. Essig has starred in many
SLUH productions such as Little
Shop of Horrors and Brigadoon,
and student-directed two of the
one-act plays in Mere Mortals and
Other Abstractions.

tecture. Inconsistencies abound,
like where the drop ceiling must
negotiate the too-tall windows in
some classrooms. One unfamiliar
with the campus might think the
J-Wing and the Commons are
two separate establishments.
Okay, so there are many
things you can notice that you
usually don’t, but what of it? For
this, I used role playing as a detail filter. The rules: assume some
identity and live it as closely as
possible (including social interaction is up to the player).
Some roles are more juvenile, like secret agent. Influenced
by the Bourne series, I focus on
others’ body language (handedness, fitness, morale) and possible
escape routes (especially for the
surprise-assault-in-a-classroom
scenario). Other roles I’ve found
surprisingly informative, like foreign exchange student, where I
pick out foibles of the American
(especially the teenage male one).
Sensory deprivation roles like
blind person are quite difficult. I
limit those to a few minutes at a
time throughout the day (Fellow
editor John Webb assumed this
challenge more fully than I have,
as seen in his feature on SLUH’s
wheelchair accessibility (76.22)).
Of course, this game

playfully
dances
around
the question I should ask—
why am I bored of SLUH?
Part of it is the future, but a
larger part lies in a relative lack
of involvement in the SLUH
community. The role playing experiment resulted, I think, from
my subliminal realization and
rejection of an alternate routine
blues cure—growing a bigger
orange—for the reason that, being a second-semester senior, the
growing period had long gone.
Growing a bigger orange
is the superior solution to more
fervent juicing (not to say that
role playing was a waste of time.
When you adopt a role you adopt
the role’s worries, and you can
compare those worries with your
own and find irrationality in
some of yours). It’s something I
wish I figured out before the consequences hit.
Given the if-you-had-toredo-high-school situation, I
would definitely survey every
club (and sport, maybe) at SLUH.
Freshman year, say, I’d spend a
week with each one. That way I’d
put a foot in the door with pretty
much everyone relationshipwise. I would be fertilizing the
ground to grow the largest, juiciest orange to my taste.

Notebook
Being a secret agent and growing oranges:
wondering what might have been
BY Mitch Mackowiak
WEB EDITOR

H

ave you ever felt omniscient?

A few weeks ago I was too
well-adjusted to school. Everything felt routine—classes, walking routes, conversations, everything. It was as if I could see the
future, so the present was merely
something to live through. This
lasted three days.
It felt depressing, to seem to
know everything that was going
to happen. I decided to change
that.
Imagine that someone’s sum
involvement at SLUH corresponded to the size of an orange,
and the experiences they gained
from said involvement corresponded to how much effort they
put into juicing it. And did my
zest for juicing increase!
The pulp of this matter is
routine. Routine begets daydreaming. You can pay more attention to inventing an excuse for
class tardiness if you’ve walked
the same hall hundreds of times.
To pull your mind out of itself
you could break the routine (been
there, broken that), but that’s easy.
Let’s start juicing.
Take class commute. SLUH,
being old, is a mishmash of archi-

4

NEWS

Prep News
Volume 77, Issue 27

May 3, 2013

Departing Faculty
Dickens to depart for SCC after five years of teaching economics
BY Jack Godar
CORE STAFF

S

tudent Council (STUCO)
moderator and economics
teacher Lauren Dickens is leaving
St. Louis U. High after five years
to teach economics and finance at
St. Charles Community College.
Dickens made the decision to
leave because the new job allows
her to spend more time with her
son.
“It was an unexpected opportunity. I told my students, ‘I love
you guys, but I love my son a little
bit more,’” Dickens said. “This will
give me some flexibility and allow
me to have more time with him.”
Dickens is no stranger to the
collegiate world, as she has been
an adjunct economics professor at
UMSL for the past four years. She
said that adjusting to the turnover
of students at St. Charles Community College will be difficult.
“In a collegiate atmosphere, I
won’t have students for a full year,
and I won’t see them come in as
freshmen and get to know them
in the halls a little bit, and then
eventually maybe have them in

photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

class as a senior,” Dickens said. “I
think the turnover of students is
going to be much different than it
is here.”
In addition to teaching economics, Dickens has made significant contributions to the school
as the co-moderator of STUCO
for the past three years and moderator this year. Vice Principal of
Student Life and former STUCO
co-moderator Brock Kesterson
said that Dickens allowed him to
focus more on his vice-principal
duties since he could trust her to
run STUCO effectively.
“She was able to take that job
over and make it hers,” Kesterson
said. “I appreciate her willingness
and ability to take on a pretty tall
task and do it effortlessly.”
STUCO junior Vice President Larry Hoerr said that Dickens built a great rapport with the
STUCO members.
“She knew how to get things
done on time and the right way,”
Hoerr said. “She still maintained
that she was our friend, and we
really had a great relationship
with her.”

Dickens said that she will
miss the faith life and how enriching and challenging her classes
are. However, the relationships
with students and faculty is what
she will most miss.
“The relationships with my
colleagues, the relationships I
have with students, the connections I’ve made as moderator, and
the great opportunities that I’ve
had to get to know (students),
that’s what I’ll miss the most,”
Dickens said. “Teaching economics, I can do that here, I can do
that anywhere—that’s not what
holds me here. What holds me
here is what happens outside of
the classroom.”
Though Dickens is leaving,
she holds SLUH in very high regard. She said she did not expect
to teach any place other than
SLUH until the opportunity to
spend more time with her son
came up.
“Honestly, I thought I’d be
here until I retire,” Dickens said.
“I’m very surprised this opportunity came up and I’m on my way
out.”

Lauren Dickens speaks at a faculty retreat.

McCarthy to retire after 30 Ross to leave SLUH after 12 years
was not easy. He said that this
years at SLUH
year has been one of the most rephoto | Mr. Matt Sciuto
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Jennifer Crespin and Elenora McCarthy share a smile at the Mardi Gras
faculty breakfast.
BY Danny
REPORTER

A

Schneller

fter 30 years of service to St.
Louis U. High’s educational
and spiritual life, librarian Elenora McCarthy will be leaving
SLUH after this school year.
McCarthy first came to
SLUH to teach world history, but
has since worked exclusively in
the library. The library when she
came to SLUH in the 1980’s was
a far cry from today’s computerfilled facility.
“Learning was much more
leisurely back then,” said McCarthy. “Kids would be able to flip
through a hundred or 200 cards in
the catalog to find what they were
looking for. Things were just at a
much slower pace.”
McCarthy watched the library shift from card catalogs to
computers and EBSCOhost.
McCarthy said, “When students were using the card catalogs, they were thinking more
than they are today. Now, it seems
as if students will find something
and print it without even deciding

if it was the thing they wanted. I
think we all need to slow down
and smell the roses a bit around
here.”
In her first few years at SLUH,
she promoted reading through
her Library Club and organized a
selection of books by SLUH graduates to help improve the library
and promote reading at SLUH.
During her time at SLUH,
McCarthy has moderated the
SLUH Republicans club, the
SLUH Review—an intermittently
published student-written political journal—and most notably the
Sodality Club.
“The Sodality Club was started by a student in 1991,” said McCarthy. “He came and asked me if
we could get a group to pray the
Rosary which was odd because I
used to have a devotion to Mary
and it had really just fallen off. So
when this student came and asked
me, he brought me back to the
devotion. Now, we have a prayer
group and we try to do some
things throughout the year which
continued on page 8

“Hey you!” John Ross smiles as he assertively makes his point in class.
BY Joe Kreienkamp
CORE STAFF

A

fter 12 years of service to
Saint Louis U. High, math
teacher John Ross will be leaving
to pursue a real estate business
with his brothers.
Ross was hired in 2001 as a
basketball coach and math teacher.
Ross’s students appreciated
his dedication. Ross spent his free
time in his classroom and in his
office, helping students before
school and at Activity Period, trying to ensure that students understood the material.
“I think he is a great teacher,”
said sophomore Conner Brown.
“He is very passionate about both
algebra and geometry. He’s really
understanding and a good person
overall.”
“He really makes sure to involve everybody,” said sophomore
Parker Pence. “Every activity period he is in his room wanting to
help you with problems.”
Math department chair Beth

Kissel said Ross was a very friendly person who was attentive to the
needs of his students.
“He has been a great colleague in the office. He joins in
conversation (and) adds to geometry discussions. He gets here
early in the morning (and) stays
in his room a lot so (students)
don’t have to come in here. He is
willing to do whatever we need,”
said Kissel.
Ross’s decision to leave SLUH

College
(continued from page 2)
motivated and study hard, but
it’s not everything. Don’t just sit
in the library and study all the
time; there’s a whole campus full
of interesting people to meet, and
interesting opportunities to get
involved in. I’ve grown so much
this year, and learned so much
about myself, and it’s safe to say
that those moments didn’t come
when I was trying to push a paper
up from a B to a B+. Instead, they

warding because he has had more
time to help students without his
basketball commitments.
“This year has been easily my
favorite year,” said Ross. “With
not coaching, it’s amazing how
much more time I am able to invest in the students … That made
it even more difficult to make the
decision that I did, to leave teaching.”
Among his fond memories of
SLUH, Ross mentioned attending
Mission Mexico and basketball
games won on last second shots.
Ross also has fond memories of
the times he spent helping students, which made his decision to
leave so difficult.
“I loved hanging out in
room M215 every activity period,” Ross said in an email to the
Prep News. During those times
I would get to know students
like Alex Peining, Kevin Benben,
and Parker Pence. I’ll really miss
those times.”
This summer, Ross will join
his brothers to run a commercial real estate business that the
family has owned for three years.
Ross has been helping his brothers in his free time, but he plans
to work with them as a partner in
the business world.
came from times where I put the
books down and decided to stay
up late talking with a friend, or
biking to a neighborhood I had
never been to before, or getting
really involved in an organization
I’m passionate about. Looking
back, I’m not going to remember
what grade I earned in one class
my freshman year; instead, I’ll
remember the smaller, formative
experiences that taught me so
much about who I am, and what
I believe in.
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Look at recruitment in Illinois reveals textures of SLUH admissions
(continued from page 1)
different than any other area.
Besides print ads placed locally
in the Belleville News Democrat,
the biggest focus of the admissions office is to send information
about admissions events to current families for them to hand out
to prospective families.
SLUH is in a unique position
to be able to discuss cross-state admissions strategy at all. Few high
schools are able to draw from 89
zip codes and 170 grade schools,
but this large geographical area
also makes advertising difficult.
For instance, an advertisement
in a church bulletin would reach
only a small portion of prospective families while quickly eating
into the advertising budget.
“We draw from 170 schools.
Which one should I pick? For us,
since we draw from so many areas,
I have to look at what’s the biggest
bang for my buck,” said Director
of Admissions Anja Schmelter. “If
I want to do a print ad, I’d rather
put it in the Post-Dispatch and
publications that reach a wider
audience because otherwise the
cost would be prohibitive. You
have to look and choose where
you’re going to reach most of your
prospective families.”
Schmelter doesn’t focus a lot
of her energy on visiting students
in grade schools but rather tries to
get the students to come to her.
“I may visit to meet with a
principal of a school that we are
trying to develop a relationship
with or maintain a relationship
with, but I think there’s sometimes resistance to say, ‘SLUH can
come in and we’ll put everyone
in the auditorium.’ So I don’t do
that,” said Schmelter.
Initially, I had expected some
sort of grand admissions strategy
in Illinois, but I quickly discovered that this expectation was
unreasonable. The Director of
Admissions only became a fulltime position when Schmelter

started three years ago. Besides,
from most of my conversation
with students from Illinois, I discovered that students found out
about SLUH by word of mouth,
not by advertising.
“Anybody can have a flashy
website or a commercial, but people still, even in my business, a referral or a recommendation, that’s
who people really look to to give
guidance,” said Kent Newbold, father of Illinoisians James ’01, Patrick ’03, and Chris ’07.

Who told you that?
I knew that most people
initially found out about SLUH
through word-of-mouth, but I
was still interested in exactly how
that worked, so I conducted a
survey asking students from Illinois how they had initially heard
about SLUH.
Thirty-eight percent of survey respondents reported learning about SLUH from a family
friend and 17 percent found out
from an older brother.
Out of 57 people surveyed
from Illinois, only two reported
first learning about SLUH via
advertisements and only two reported learning about SLUH from
a summer camp.
Feeder schools tend to provide a bedrock for word-of-mouth
recommendations. Blessed Sacrament is Belleville’s premier feeder
school and, according to Blessed
Sacrament Principal Claire Hatch,
has consistently sent students to
SLUH from at least the 1950s.
“Brothers will talk about it to
their brothers and their brother’s
friends,” said Hatch. “We’ve had
many parents from St. Louis U.
High. It gets passed on.”
The communities that pop up
around consistent feeder schools
also provide support to prospective students.
“The rule we lived by was if
you have a kid and they have a car,
they’re going to take everybody

Perryman, Tettamble
elected as class officers
photo | Leo Heinz

Freshman Sam Tettamble will be
sophomore class vice-president.

(continued from page 1)
According to Dickens, Perryman and Tettamble have been a
tremendous help to STUCO this
year. She pointed out their work

on Mission Week, blood drives,
and the upcoming Freshman
Dance. She noted their “following
through with responsibilities and
obligations” as well as coming up
with new ideas as well.
Perryman said of this year,
“Sam and I have worked hard
like everybody else (on STUCO)
has this year to get things done. I
think (this year) has gone really
well.”
Tettamble said of Perryman,
“I am very happy to be working
with Jack, and I’m happy to be reelected. I’m ecstatic that so many
freshmen have a lot of faith in me,
not only this year, but also next
year. I’m very excited to be going
back to work with him.”
Dickens said of Perryman
and Tettamble, “I think that Sam
and Jack work really well together.
I think that they are both so enthusiastic. I think that bringing
that excitement is really important. They do a good job of tempering that enthusiasm and that
light-heartedness with knowing
when things need to be taken seriously and getting down to work.”

they can fit in the car and you’re
not going to ask for gas money
or any of that stuff,” said Newbold.
Most students, though, don’t
come from consistent feeder
schools and instead stem from
micro communities that pop up
after one student from a particular grade school or community
decides to attend SLUH.
“I think what happens is one
kid comes, has a good experience,
relates that back and then next
year we may get one or two,” said
Schmelter. “Whether it is a specific school or not, the community
knows each other, or they know
cousins that live in the area, and
then they invite them to those admissions events.”
For instance, for five years,
no students came from St. John
Neumann in Maryville, Ill., but
after two current seniors came,
one current junior, two current
freshmen, and one incoming
freshman have followed. (Full disclosure: I attended St. John Neumann.) After sending one current
senior after experiencing a similar
drought, St. Mary’s in Edwardsville has sent two current sophomores, two current freshmen, and
one incoming freshman.
Even seniors Blake and Jordan Gibson, who make a onehour, one-way commute from
Breese every day, managed to attract another applicant from their
school.
Still, despite the encouraging
signs from these mirco-communities that pop up, it appears that
the results might not be particularly long-lasting. For the nineyear period between the Class of
2017 and the Class of 2009, 7.02
percent of the total applicant pool
was from Illinois, but for the nineyear period before that, the percentage remained steady at 6.84
percent, suggesting the percentage of Illinois residents at SLUH
has not changed significantly in

the last 18 years.
It appears that short-term
fluctuations are determined by
the presence of micro communities but that the long term numbers might be due to a firmly established band of feeder schools.

County dissonance
From a student density
standpoint, Illinois holds its own
with some of Missouri’s most farreaching counties. Not surprisingly, St. Louis County leads the
way with 7.51 students per 10,000
residents, but St. Clair County
with 1.37 students per 10,000 residents is roughly the same as St.
Charles County at 1.19 students
per 10,000 residents. (See graphic,
page 1.)
Only Madison County, at
.632 students per 10,000 residents
seems to be under-recruited from.
For Michael Mulligan, ’80,
father of Michael ’08, Patrick
’10, and junior Sean, the fact that
people are coming from Illinois at
all is a good sign. Mulligan grew
up in U. City, but said that he can
only remember two students from
Illinois in his graduating class.
“It was very rare at that time
for those two guys. From my perspective, actually, you’ve got a lot
of guys coming across,” said Mulligan. “I think the barrier for the
northern guys is the (MetroLink).
You’ve got people from Belleville
who can take the MetroLink.
“If we could somehow establish that coming from the northern half of Illinois is not that diffi-
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cult, I think there’s a lot of people
who would see the value there,”
said Mulligan.
Senior Joey Coulson of Madison County believes that SLUH
hasn’t achieved the name recognition there that it has in other parts
of Illinois.
“I know a lot of kids that
are my age don’t even know that
SLUH is a high school,” said Coulson. “I don’t think that the word’s
out.”

River resistance
Occasionally there has been
resistance with trying to get students from Illinois to go to SLUH.
“I would send out a bulletin
announcement to parishes, and
one time I got a very nice letter
from a lady who said, ‘We think
our schools in Illinois are just fine
and we like to populate them with
Illinois students,” said former
Director of Admissions Craig
Hannick.
Breaking into untapped markets also presents its own set of
challenges. Junior and admissions
ambassador Josh Ritter attempted
to go to eight grade schools in Illinois to promote SLUH but was
told that they were not interested
or never received a call back from
just one, his own grade school.
“It’s kind of been a thing
where you go to Gibault or Altoff in that area and that’s how it’s
always been,” said Ritter. “When
someone from across the river
comes over, they’re really hesitant,
I think.”

How did you find out about SLUH?
Family Friend
Other student at your grade school
Older brother
Father is alumni
Adversitement
Summer Camp (such as a sports camp)
Other

38.6%

21.1%
15.8%
13.3 %
3.4%
3.4%
5.3%

Brown tapped by seniors for Faculty
Appreciation Award in his third year
(continued from page 1)
the St. Louis Review … so I called
him up,” Kickham said. “I knew
he wanted to teach again, and I
said, ‘You’ve got to apply for this.’
So I kind of feel really good that
he won it, because I knew he was
a great teacher. And I was excited
that another population—the
Eureka high school population—
knew what a great teacher he was,
so I was excited to see that SLUH
was gonna have another great
teacher.”
Indeed, many students have
come away from Brown’s class
with a great appreciation of and
respect for Brown.
“When it’s all said and done,
I’m not sure the thing I’ll remember most about Mr. Brown’s class
is the specifics of demand elasticity,” senior Connor Jordan said.
“Rather, I’ll remember the life lessons he’s taught us about how to
become men.”
Senior Sam Wilhelm echoed
Jordan’s sentiment.
“I didn’t know anything
about government before I took
(Brown’s class)—that’s mainly

why I took it,” Wilhelm said. “But
what he teaches, you don’t just
learn for the academics; you learn
it and retain the knowledge because it’s something that you use
in life.”
This semester, Brown has
spent lots of time helping his ailing father, which has kept him
away from the classroom at times.
The stress that has accompanied
his situation forced Brown to entertain the idea of retirement, but
the support he received, especially in the aftermath of the award,
helped convince him to stay on
for at least another year.
“(The award) came at a
timely place in my life because of
the stuff I’ve been going through
since January with the health of
my dad,” Brown said. “So it was
very emotional for me—more
emotional than I expected.
“I look at my colleagues,
and there are far more deserving
teachers (for the award) at this
school, as far as their excellence in
teaching,” he said. “So I was humbled and extremely—extremely—
honored.”

For a few weeks leading
up to the announcement of the
award, the general consensus
of the senior class seemed to be
that Brown would win the award.
Kickham and even Brown also
heard murmurs of Brown being
the leading candidate.
“I had been hearing that people were going to put him up for
it,” Kickham said.
This is the second consecutive year that a teacher from Eureka won the award, as Brown succeeds Kickham, who won it in his
first year at SLUH last year, and
according to Brown, they both
won similar honors in their time
at Eureka.
Just as many of the students
look at Brown as a teacher outside
the classroom as much as inside
one, Kickham also continues to
be impressed by the relationships
that Brown works to build with all
his students.
“He gets to know about his
students and he cares about his
students, which I think is the
magic ingredient in teaching,”
Kickham said.
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Lacrosse falls to DeSmet, remains poised for State title run
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Senior attack Justin Mayfield fights for a ball in an April 6 matchup against
CBC.
BY Chazz
REPORTER

Carson

O

ver the past two weeks, the
St. Louis U. High lacrosse
team has won its past three
games, moving its record to 9-6
on the year.
The team has suffered injuries in key positions with senior
captains Alex Mackin and Peter
Hummel out.
A much-anticipated Father
Marco Cup game came down to
the last minute as the DeSmet
Spartans beat SLUH on an overtime goal.
Senior
midfielder
Matt
Hinkebein commented on the
game, “We came out with a lot of

pressure to start, but there wasn’t
much settled offense or rhythm
on either team’s part, and that’s
what hurt us the most.”
After the first quarter, DeSmet came roaring back with a
three-goal run to bring the game
to 3-2. Two of the three DeSmet
second quarter goals came within
a minute of each other.
Senior attack Justin Mayfield
notched his third goal of the game
to tie it at 3-3 shortly into the
third quarter. The Jr. Bills played
very physically against the Spartans in the third quarter, allowing
no goals and very few scoring opportunities as well.
Junior Andrew Costello

scored in the fourth quarter on
a long clear to put the LaxBills
ahead 4-3. However, SLUH, with
a man down in the fourth quarter,
let up a late goal to DeSmet to tie
the game at 4-4. With little time
left, the Jr. Bills’ offense could not
score and faced overtime against a
talented DeSmet squad.
“Penalties really brought us
down,” said Hinkebein. “If we had
played smarter we wouldn’t have
had such issues trying to close out
the game.”
The Jr. Bills lost in overtime.
The Jr. Bills then faced off
against Lafayette. The LaxBills
came out flat from the start, failing to capitalize on multiple scoring opportunities. The Jr. Bills dug
themselves into a hole that they
could not get out of and lost the
game 10-7.
Senior Peter Hummel returned to that game from a shoulder injury.
“This was a disappointing
loss,” said Hummel. “We need to
start games with more intensity
and close them out the same way.”
This past Friday the LaxBills faced off against another Jesuit rival, Rockhurst. The Jr. Bills
dominated the game with the line
midfielders scoring eight of the
11 goals put up by the Jr. Bills’ offense.
Hummel sparked the Jr. Bills
offense, scoring five goals. The

Laxbills’ defense also stepped up,
holding the Hawklets to a pair of
goals on the night.
Mayfield played well also,
scoring two goals with four assists.
“The Rockhurst game was
really important for us after the
Lafayette loss, it gave me a lot
of confidence in our team after
bouncing back from such a bad
loss against Lafayette,” Mayfield
said.
With many key players back
on the field, the Jr. Bills won
against Parkway West, taking
them down in an 8-4 victory.
Senior Stephen Lordo attributed the change in play to his
teammates.
“Just having a full healthy
lineup has been huge. With having Peter Hummel and Alex
Mackin back in the lineup has
been a huge lift for the team,” said
Lordo.
Mayfield put up another outstanding performance, scoring
three goals for the Jr. Bills with
two in the first quarter to put the
Jr. Bills up 3-0. The LaxBills used
sound fundamentals and good
ball movement to bridge their
lead in the second to 4-1. However, in the second half Parkway
West made a strong attempt at a
comeback, notching three more
goals but coming up short.
The Jr. Bills finished a game

against a well-matched Eureka
squad that was previously delayed
by a rain. Starting with a score
of 1-1 with 19 seconds left in the
first quarter, the seniors stood out
in this match as Hinkebein and
Hummel each scored two goals.
Hinkebein noted the difference in his team’s play between
the rain delay.
“I thought we started the
game with a lot of energy and
kept it up the whole game,” said
Hinkebein.
The LaxBills lost a 5-2 lead to
Eureka, who went on a three-goal
run to tie the game up. Before
the end of the third quarter, the
speedy Jr. Bills offense moved the
ball down the field twice for a 7-5
advantage.
The defense closed out the
game in the fourth quarter as neither team allowed a goal and the
Jr. Bills held on for the win.
“I think to continue the way
we’ve been playing the past three
games is important,” said Mayfield. “We have a lot of momentum we need to keep going into
playoffs.”
As the regular season comes
to a close, the Jr. Bills are poised to
make another run at the state title.
Many other teams are in the running as well, including last year’s
state runner up MICDS (9-4-1),
DeSmet (12-3), and a surprising
O’ Fallon team (11-3).

Rugby turns Pioneers around, crushes Cadets as it looks to State
BY Mar Lonsway
REPORTER

S

till undefeated in the St. Louis
region, SLUH’s rugby squad
has kept cranking out wins. In
the past two weeks, SLUH has
matched up against two formidable foes: its pool rival, the Kirkwood Pioneers, and its MCC rival, the CBC Cadets.
Though the team managed
to shut Kirkwood out, 10-0, they
came off the field riddled with injuries after playing the Pioneers.
Senior captain Jack Kellett,
who scored the first try in the first
half, barely slipped his way into
the end zone for the score.
As a result, senior Patrick
Mulligan was set up with dif-

ficult field position for the two
point conversion. Despite failing
to make the kick, SLUH still had
a 5-0 lead over Kirkwood at half.
When the game resumed,
SLUH held control of the field.
The only other successful score
in the game was led by a 30-yard
break by senior Jackson Cummings.
Like the first try, it put Mulligan in another difficult position for the extra two points. Although neither conversion made
it through the uprights, SLUH
dominated the field the entirety
of the game.
The Rugbills were invited to
play both a varsity and JV game
against the Cadets at CBC. Creat-

ing a varsity-JV hybrid team, the
Bills sent in many underclassmen
to compete.
Sophomore scrumhalf and
wing Drew Mudd led the team
with the most points for either
side of the ball. Racking up 15
points for SLUH, Mudd whistled
passed the Cadets for three tries
in their end zone.
“It felt great,” said Mudd. “It
was my first three tries of the year.
I felt big breaking some tackles. I
just want to stay tuned up for State
and bring home some respect for
the rugby club.”
Kellett singled out senior
Tommy Neyer’s successful kicks
in the latter half of the game.
“Tommy Neyer definitely

had some highlights in the game,”
said Kellett. “He gave a couple of
great kicks that led to some points
for the team.”
Neyer’s kicks, although sporadic and unplanned throughout
the game, brought the ball down
the field and gave SLUH many opportunities to score.
Playing multiple games
against the CBC JV and varsity
squad, SLUH cumulatively outscored their West County foe, 5027.
Head coach Joe Mueller is
pleased with his team’s performance throughout the past victories.
“They (CBC) fought pretty
hard—they had some nice play-

ers—but I think we have some
more continuity and some guys
with a little more experience,” said
Mueller.
In Kansas City next weekend
for State, SLUH’s first matchup
is against Parkhill South, a team
who previously outplayed SLUH
50-15. Despite the brutal defeat,
Mueller remaining positive.
“Hopefully when we get to
State we’ll bring our A-game,” said
Mueller. “I think our boys need
to be prepared to scratch and claw
for every square inch out there. To
win at that level, no one gives up
anything. Every hit matters, every
hit’s hard. The second you let up
is the second the other team can
score on you.”

Golf takes second at Districts, headed for Sectionals at Crown Point
BY Thomas
STAFF

W

Riganti

ith a second place finish at
the District tournament,
the St. Louis U. High varsity golf
team advanced to the Sectional
tournament scheduled for Monday at Crown Point Golf Course.
SLUH’s score of 320 was just
three strokes behind Marquette,
whom SLUH had beaten last year
by two strokes. The next closest
team was Parkway South with
331.
Junior Scott Schaeffer was
SLUH’s top finisher with a 78,
followed by junior Ryan Pilcher
with an 80, sophomore Dan Venker with an 82, and junior Will
Doorack with an 84.
According to head coach
Scott Gilbert, Forest Hills Country Club challenged the players
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with its many bunkers and outof-bounds areas. The course required pinpoint accuracy to put
up a low score after 18 holes.
The goal was to, “just move
on, let’s get to the next round as a
team,” said Gilbert. “That’s exactly
what we accomplished.”
The scores that SLUH put up
may have seemed a little high, but
Gilbert was still happy with the
way SLUH played the challenging
course.
“When I looked at the board,
there was consistency,” said Gilbert.
On Wednesday, SLUH lost
a makeup match to Vianney by
nine strokes.
“The Vianney guys shot
lights-out,” said Gilbert.
The surprise loss did not
worry Gilbert much.

“It’s okay. I kind of hoped
something like this would happen,” said Gilbert. “It kind of
stings a little bit and gets us off
our high horse. It lets us know
that we can be beat and if we don’t
step it up, we’re not going to go
much further.”
Before the match against
DeSmet last night, Gilbert said,
“We’re going to use this as a way
to kind of rebound from yesterday and try to tune up for Monday.”
Gilbert stressed the difficulty
at Crown Point, where Sectionals
will take place.
“If you hit in the rough,
you’re in trouble,” said Gilbert.
But with the success the Jr.
Bills had at Districts on a tough
course, they will stick to their
game plan of playing smart golf.

Will Doorack chips a shot out of the sand trap.
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Baseball splits doubleheader with DeSmet, Hurston homers in win

BY Clark DeWoskin
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High baseball
team (18-4, 4-2 MCC) split
a doubleheader with DeSmet on
Wednesday. The Jr. Bills dropped
the first game 2-0 before topping
the Spartans 3-2 in the second.
The split came on the heels of last
week’s 8-3 victory over CBC.
Senior Andrew Quinn took
the mound for the first matchup
against DeSmet. The righty allowed just two runs, both unearned, in his six innings of work.
“I had some great defense behind me for the most part, that’s
why I only gave up four hits,” said
Quinn. “We let up a couple of
runs that probably shouldn’t have
scored.”
The Spartans notched runs in
both the third and fourth innings.
In the third the DeSmet ninehitter reached base with a walk.
A steal of second and two wild
pitches allowed him to score.
The run in the fourth was
scored with equal efficiency. A
single by DeSmet’s six-hitter was
followed by a sacrifice bunt, a
wild pitch that advanced the runner to third, and a passed ball in
the same at-bat that brought the
run home.
The Jr. Billikens advanced
runners to third base in both the
second and fifth innings, but were
unable to plate a run with two
outs.
“We really didn’t put the ball
in play. We didn’t hit very well
and they made all their plays
that game,” said head coach Steve
Nicollerat.
He added that a couple missteps in the field allowed DeSmet
a slight advantage as well.
Senior ace Brian Howard
held DeSmet scoreless through
the first five innings of the second
contest. After striking out the side
in the fifth, Howard surrendered
two runs in the top of the fifth to
put the Spartans up 2-0.
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The Spartan eight and ninehitters reached on a line-drive
single up the middle and a misplayed bunt. A sacrifice bunt allowed both runners to advance
into scoring position and both
scored on a single up the middle
in the following at-bat. Howard
would go on to load the bases before striking out two to end the
threat.
Senior right fielder Ryan
Hurston got the Jr. Bills on the
scoreboard in the bottom of the
sixth with a two-out, solo home
run to right field. The home run
was Hurston’s first of the year and
only the second of the season for
the Jr. Bills.
“Going up to the plate I was
just trying to get good contact,”
said Hurston. “He made me look
stupid in the previous at-bat so
I had to come back strong and it
felt good.”
Howard shut down the Spartans in the top of the seventh with
a 1-6-3 double play to set the Jr.
Bills up for a comeback in the bottom half. He totaled ten strikeouts
on the day.
“They threatened one time
and that was all it took,” said
Nicollerat. “We had two different
kinds of pitchers; Andrew, your
defense is going to work kind of
hard and Brian, he’s gonna deal
out of it.”
Freshman John Brinkman—
hitting for senior third baseman
Matt Clohisy—led off the inning
with a walk. Clohisy would return
to the game promptly to run for
Brinkman. Senior center fielder
Michael Potter followed with a
single up the middle.
With runners on first and
second, junior second baseman
Alex Webb knocked a ball softly
to third base. The Spartan third
baseman looked to third for the
force out, but decided against it
and instead threw to first, allowing two Jr. Bills to move into scoring position.

Senior first baseman Kaleb King reacts to a pitch in Tuesday’s double header against DeSmet.

Back-to-back walks of seniors catcher Charlie Kretschmer
and shortstop Matt Binz tied the
game at three and brought senior
left fielder Kaleb King to the plate.
With the infield drawn in, King
roped a grounder off the shins of
the Spartan second baseman that
allowed Potter to score the winning run.
“I knew he had to throw me
strikes with the bases loaded and
I wanted to just square something
up with the infield in,” said King.
“When our backs are against
the wall, we’ve had a lot of close
comebacks recently that fell short
and finally we got one.”
King went 3 for 7 on the day
with two doubles and an RBI.

Vianney Rainout

The Jr. Bills’ home matchup
with Vianney was rained out for
the second time last night. The
game was originally scheduled
for April 16. The first pitch was
pushed back half an hour due to
lightning. Both teams returned
to the field to warm up, and King

Water Polo takes Lindbergh tournament
Jack Robinson
Reporter
BY

T

he St. Louis U. High water polo squad came into
the
Lindbergh
Tournament
on an eight-game winning
streak. Maintaining its momentum from the Parkway West victory, the team swept through
a tough week, stretching out a
win against Parkway North 9-7
in an unexpectedly close match
and also turning out a 10-8 win
in a tight match against MICDS.
The close results of the week
were not what the team wanted
from the Lindbergh Tournament,
which was stacked with top-notch
St. Louis competition.
Knowing they needed to
make an adjustment, the Jr. Bills
came out firing against Marquette, netting nine goals in both
the first and second quarters.
Senior attackers Chris Favier
and Darrian Castro racked the
majority of the first half goals,
leading the nearly unstoppable Jr.
Bill attack. Junior Matt Marcoullier had a break-out game, finding the net twice on bar-in shots.
In the second game of the
tournament, the Jr. Bills faced
the Kirkwood Pioneers, whom
they narrowly beat not too long
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ago in one of their worst outings in years. Though expecting a
close match, the Bills managed to
pull off a 20-0 beat-down on the
fourth-ranked team in the area.
Goalkeepers Cullen Gerber
(Sr.) and Arthur Larson (Soph.)
combined for nine saves in the
shutout, a feat accomplished
only one other time since 2009.
Seniors Kevin Brennan and Michael Sigman tallied four assists apiece. Eight different players contributed goals for the Jr.
Bills in the astounding victory.
The next match, against host
Lindbergh, was yet another blowout for the Jr. Bills. After slow play
in the first two quarters, the second half changed the tempo of the
match, turning a 5-2 halftime lead
into a quick 12-2 lead. An impressive twenty-one steals by the
SLUH defense were converted into
quick offensive counter-attacks,
which led to hat tricks by Castro,
Sigman, and junior Jack Brauer.
In the second match of the
day, the Jr. Bills faced off against
DeSmet in the teams’ third
matchup of the year. With the
games getting more and more
exciting by the match, the SLUH
offense came out fast in the first
quarter, digging out an early 3-0

lead thanks to the Castro brothers.
DeSmet came out in the second quarter on an uncontested
3-0 scoring run, until late in the
half when Darrian Castro netted
two for a 5-3 halftime advantage.
The Jr. Bills controlled the
first part of the second half with
big saves from Gerber and a good
counter-attack, until the DeSmet
offense broke through the SLUH
defense for four goals within
five minutes. Sigman, Castro,
and Favier battled back in response to the Spartan attack and
managed to secure a 12-9 win.
In their third and final game
of the day, the Jr. Bills faced
MICDS. The attack had a rough
time finding the net with only a
4-3 lead late in the third quarter.
Gerber and Larsen again dominated the net, combining for 13
saves.
Victor Castro added three
goals to the scorecard with his
persistent finishing in the fourth
quarter to get SLUH a more secure lead.
In the last moments of the
game, Darrian Castro battled for
a rebounded finish to put the Bills
up 8-5, giving SLUH its third consecutive Lindbergh Tournament
title.

was able to pitch to only one batter before the game was officially
called.

Sinkhole fixed

The baseball team returned
to Sheridan Stadium for the DeSmet matchup. Last Saturday’s
doubleheader was scheduled to
be played at Forest Park due to
the sinkhole that had developed
in left field; the game ended up
being rained out.
Director of Facilities Joe
Rankin didn’t originally think
play would resume in the stadium
until next week.
“They did some really good
work on it and (Rankin) thought
we’d be able to play on it without damaging it,” said Nicollerat.
“They did a great job, outstanding. We really appreciated the administration’s efforts as well as the
guys that work on the field to get
that ready.”

Guenther’s Recovery

Senior first baseman JJ Guenther injured his left hamstring

stretching for a ball in an April 11
loss to Ladue. He was scheduled
to sit out for two weeks minimum, and has now missed nine
games in just over three weeks.
Guenther was hitting .455 with
nine RBIs at the time of the injury.
“It feels pretty good. I think
they’re just being a little extra cautious with me, which is fine,” said
Guenther who hopes to return in
time for Districts.

Small Ball
The Jr. Bills have been struggling to defend against bunts recently. SLUH has surrendered
bunt singles in four of their last
five games, including one that
led to a run in Tuesday’s win over
DeSmet.
“We made some changes
again last night to try and simplify
things. The big thing is to get an
out,” said Nicollerat.
He also cited the injury to
Guenther and the relative inexperience of his replacements as
small pieces of the issue.

Volleybills plan for playoffs
BY Cullin
REPORTER

T

Tripp

he Volleybills (14-2), nearing
the end of a strong season, are
gearing up for the playoffs. With
only two regular season games remaining—home against CBC on
May 7 and at home against DeSmet on May 8—the team looks to
close out the season with a flourish.
Seniors Tom Beckmann, Jack
Walsh, and Kurt Thiemann have
been instrumental in leading this
young team to a solid season.
“As a whole, we’ve played
outstanding,” said head coach
Jim Gioia. “We’ve really attacked
teams and played hard.”
At the beginning of the season, the team struggled a little
with consistency, but late in the
season, players have stepped
up and played hard at the right
times. Juniors Adam Young and

Ben Steinhart and sophomore
Brendan Komp have all played
well at middle amidst a changing
rotation.
“When we play well I feel like
everyone on the team has done
their part,” said Gioia. “Everyone
has brought something to the table, not just the starters.”
That does seem to be the case
looking at the Volleybills’ spectacular record. In the last few weeks,
the team has swept DeSmet, Parkway Central, and Francis Howell
Central, losing only to Mehlville
in three.
“We have played well this
season, but the losses are what
matter,” said Beckmann. “We really learn and make strides from
our losses.”
The Volleybills look to close
out the season strong at home
with wins against CBC and DeSmet.

Paint it Pink Volleyball Game

On Tuesday, May 7, SLUH will hold the Paint it
Pink volleyball match against CBC in the Danis
Field House at 6 p.m. Any student with a SLUH
ID will be admitted to the game free of charge.
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Conversation of the Week
Moran to teach junior English next year
The Prep News learned this week that
Principal John Moran will teach a section of Junior English next year. Staff
member Sam Fentress sat down with
Moran to discuss the decision.
Sam Fentress: What pushed you to
make the decision to teach English
next year?
John Moran: Good question. It’s actually something I did all the way up until the time I took this job. I started as
a full-time English teacher and a track
coach for the first ten or so years of my
career, and then even as I moved into
administration—as a campus minster,
as a dean of students, and eventually
assistant principal of academics—I
always taught at least one class, and
in some of those cases I taught two or
three classes.
So really, five years ago, I stopped
teaching for the first time, and it’s
something that I knew I would need to
put on hold for my first several years
here as I just became more familiar
with the school, the position, and the
role, and there were a lot of things I
wanted to do during that time. I was
part of a leadership seminar group
with JSEA; that was a big-time commitment, but that’s now done. I taught
an evening class last spring, and that’s
where it opened up—that I could do
it, that I could juggle both things at
once. So it’s more been a matter of getting back to something I did all the
way up until I came to SLUH.
SF: How would you describe your
teaching style?
JM: I think most of the student body
has had the opportunity to interact
with me in large groups—class meetings, class masses. I don’t get to address 20 students as often as I do 200
or 300 or 1,000. But what I think the
students next year will find is that my
personality is pretty much the same.
In fact, I think the personality the students see up in front of 200 or 300 or
1,000 is the personality that I bring to
the classroom.

Now obviously, you can do a lot more
in a classroom with 20 than when
you’re talking to 200 or 300. We’re
going to spend—like any member of
the English department—a lot of time
in close reading. Something that I
feel passionately about as an English
teacher is we’re going to read really
closely and we’re going to write ferociously and continuously and as a way
of thinking.
SF: Are there any conflicts with your
duties as a teacher and your duties as
a principal?
JM: You know, I have a lot of meetings on my schedule right now that
are pretty set. If you look at my schedule during the day, I have meetings
that happen at the same time every
week. That means that my Monday,
even though it’s not class, I have meetings that happen on a continual basis.
There’s always the potential that my
schedule will get interrupted by something that I really can’t get pulled away
from.
Because of that, Mr. Becvar, Mr.
Missey, and I have made sure that
there is a lot of opportunity for coverage, and I’ll make sure that I’m staying
really on pace with the other junior
English teachers so that if there are
emergencies or other things that pull
me away, someone will be able to step
in and I’ll be able to reciprocate and be
able to do that for them on occasion.
At the same time, those things
will pop up, and that happened in my
previous career as well. It’s just something to be mindful of, and hopefully
we can keep those to a minimum. I
think we’re at the point here in terms
of our office and the way in which we
function, we’ve worked together as a
team now for four or five years and
I think we can cover for each other
pretty well.
SF: Physically, your office is in a different part of the school. Do you
anticipate difficulties in bridging
the gap between your office and the

English office?
JM: There are pros and cons; there’s
certainly no perfect way to do it. Mr.
Becvar has had that experience with
the math department, and Mr. Linhares has had that experience with the
theology department ... the role I’ve
taken here is going to require that I
spend a good deal of my time in (the
principal’s) office and not in the English office. So it’ll be trying to balance
that, and on in-service days when the
department meets, to try as much as
possible to be a part of that and push
other administrative meetings to different times.
In fact, that literally just happened
at our last in-service day as I attended
an English department meeting and
pushed our admin meeting that was
going to take place at the same time to
later in the day and it was a good first
taste of what it would be like.
SF: What are you looking forward
most to about being a teacher again?
JM: It’s another way to develop relationships inside the building. I’m sure
Mr. Becvar and Mr. Linhares would
back me up on this: often it’s the best
45 minutes of your day. It’s a consistency that’s nice to have, and it’s just
something to be able to step out of
here. And even though I draw upon
a lot of my experiences as a teacher
when it comes to making decisions
and thinking about the life of the
school, it’s always good to stay connected with it.
The core of what we do around
here happens in classrooms of 20 to
25 boys—occasionally a little higher—
and faculty members. That’s the core
of the interaction. We do some other
great things like all-school liturgies,
but in some ways those are the special
occasions; the everyday is what happens in (the classroom). I’m excited to
get back in touch with that part of it.
It’s why I got into this in the first place.
I didn’t set out to be a principal, I set
out to be an English teacher, and I still
think of myself that way.

Ocampo’s photo becomes SLUH standard
BY Jacob
STAFF

Hilmes

photo | courtesy of Mrs. Anja Schmelter

Friday, May 3

Half Day Schedule
State Water Polo Championships (through May 11)
JV Water Polo Championship (through May 9)
1pm
Junior Ring Banner Signing
1:30pm Junior Ring Mass
4:15pm B Baseball vs. Granite City
C Baseball vs. Borgia @ CBC
8pm
Junior Ring Dance

Saturday, May 4
B Baseball Tournament @ Seckman
JV Volleyball DeSmet Tournament
Freshman Class Dance
9am
C Lacrosse vs. Ladue
11am JV Lacrosse vs. Kirkwood
1pm
V Lacrosse vs. Kirkwood

Sunday, May 5
12pm
1pm

KEEN
Jazz Band

Monday, May 6

Schedule R
V Tennis District Tournament (through May 10)
7:45pm AP Chemistry Exam
Environmental Science Exam
8am
V Golf Sectional Tournament
AP
Prep News-STUCO Bashball Game
11:45pm AP Psychology Exam
4:15pm C Baseball vs. Chaminade @ CBC
4:30pm B Baseball @ CBC
7pm
V Baseball vs. CBC

Tuesday, May 7

Schedule R
Senior Exams
After School Chorus Rehearsal
7:45pm AP Computer Science Exam
AP SpanishExam
AP
Freshman Chorus In-house Field Trip
5pm
JV Volleyball vs. CBC
V Volleyball vs. CBC

Wednesday, May 8
Senior Exams
7:45pm AP Calc BC Exam
AP Calc AB Exam
4pm
C Baseball vs. DeSmet @ CBC
C Track Vianney Invitational
5pm
JV Volleyball vs. DeSmet
6pm
V Volleyball vs. DeSmet
7pm
Annual Student Art Exhibit
7:30pm Chorus Concert

Thursday, May 9
Senior Exams
7:45pm AP English Literature Exam
11:45pm AP Latin Exam
AP Japanese Exam
4pm
JV Lacrosse @ Chaminade
6pm
V Lacrosse @ Chaminade
7:30pm Band Concert

Y

ou’ve probably seen the photo
to the right before. It’s because it
seems to be everywhere.
While St. Louis U. High’s promotional campaign features images
of many students, the photo of senior
Joel Ocampo has taken on a life of its
own.
The curious trend ignited with
a picture of Ocampo that began to
sprout everywhere, from SLUH’s website to St. Louis magazine.
“I’ve had a few family members
approach me, and sometimes when I
go out for high school nights and all
that, some of the families will notice,”
said Ocampo.
After several other photos of Ocampo were taken and flourished, the
ubiquity of Ocampo’s face—whether
studying, solemn, or smiling—has
become something of a running joke
between friends, family, and faculty.
“I think the weirdest one that I’ve
ever gotten was my brother’s orthodontist,” said Ocampo. “He came up
to me and told me that my picture was
in the St. Louis magazine, and I think
that was the most surprising one.”

May 3, 2013

Friday, May 10
Senior Graduation Practice
Senior Exam Make-Up
7:45pm AP English Language Exam
8pm
Senior Book Buyback
11:45pm AP Statistics Exam
8pm
Senior Prom
whole diversity profile, and I guess
that could be a reason,” said Ocampo.
“But I think mainly it was just kind
of a freak thing, because I really just
work with admissions ambassadors,
and they just had a big ad campaign
going on.”
“Joel just happened to be involved
in a lot of things. So it’s not on purpose, but it just happened that way,”
said Schmelter.

Schedule R

Schedule R

compiled by | Jack Kiehl

This photo of senior Joel Ocampo has become a standard of SLUH admissions.

“A lot of times when we don’t
find pictures that we are looking for,
we may have to do a photoshoot,” said
Director of Admissions Anja Schmelter. “And typically I use admissions
ambassadors to do that because that’s
a part of what they do.”
But why Joel Ocampo? Whence
does his aura of photogenic charm
flow?
“I do get a lot of jokes about the
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McCarthy retiring
(continued from page 4)
support the pastoral department. Sometimes, we have
students come to us when
they’re really upset and they
need help. We just pray together and try to support the
school.”
Mrs. McCarthy has no
definite plans for retirement,

but said that she will miss the
environment and people of
SLUH.
“There are great people
working here, and I love
working with the students,”
said McCarthy. “I’ll miss
working with all of these
people.”

