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Count it: 16 for H2O after last second goal

iPads to be given to most
teachers over next week

photo | Joseph Kreienkamp

Beginning of discussion on 1:1
technology and students
Adam Thorp
NEWS EDITOR

BY

O

Senior Tom Critchfield vaults out of the pool to celebrate SLUH’s 11-10 victory over MICDS to capture the State
title. See article page 15.

One year in, Kwapis, ’75,
composting directs finale
makes strides of The Office
BY Will Smith
STAFF		

C

omposting at St. Louis U.
High was implemented a
year ago in an attempt to protect
the environment by cutting down
on trash going to landfills while
also cutting the cost of frequent
trash pickups.
“Composting has definitely
helped to alleviate the amount
of trash going to landfills,” said
Director of Facilities Joe Rankin.
“Recycling pickup has increased
and the amount of trash going
to landfills has decreased even
though the amount of times landfill trash is picked up a week—six
times—has stayed the same.”
Blue Skies, the company that
picks up composting for SLUH,
comes twice a week. Allied Waste,
the company that picks up the
landfill trash and also the recycling, comes six times a week for
landfill and three times a week for
recycling.
In one month SLUH pays
about $2,170 just for composting at SLUH, so in the past year
SLUH has paid about $26,000 for
continued on page 6
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Prep News staff member Sam Fentress spoke with director (and former Prep News editor) Ken Kwapis, ’75, about directing the series
finale of the NBC television show
The Office.

Religion at
the U. High:
God among
the men for
others

Sam Fentress: You’ve been in the
director’s seat for season finales
before and you actually directed
the first episode of The Office
ever. That’s pretty incredible. How
does it feel to be the alpha and the
omega?
Ken Kwapis: Well first of all I’m
very proud that I was part of the
team that launched this show.
Nine years ago, a lot of people
didn’t think The Office would succeed. A lot of people felt like an
American version of such a beloved British show would never
work, and we set out to prove
them wrong. I directed the first
episode, also called the pilot. I
also directed episode number
100 (“Company Picnic”)—quite a
milestone—finally bringing down
the curtain with the finale, which
airs tomorrow night. In between
continued on page 6

ver the course of the next
week, 63 St. Louis U. High
staff members will receive iPads
for classroom use. With another
16 devices to be distributed (10 of
those to new teachers) as school
begins next year, the vast majority
of SLUH teachers will enter class
next year with an iPad in addition
to their laptop.
The distribution of iPads to
the majority of staff members will
be the starting point for a discussion about whether a one-to-one
technology ratio makes sense for

Exact question: Which of the following
best describes you since the beginning of
your freshman year?
a) I’ve become less religious
b) I’ve become more religious
c) No change
Freshmen: a) 7% b) 46.5% c) 46.5%
Sophomore: a) 26.7% b) 33.3%
c) 40%
Junior: a) 40.9% b) 31.8% c) 27.3%

freshmen

Senior: a) 41.9% b) 25.8% c) 32.3%

Have you become
more or less religious
in your time at SLUH?
Less — blue
More — red
No Change — green

seniors
Kieran J. Connolly
STAFF

News
The leave taking, part 3
Berger, Gohl, Holmes,
Pagano, and Santel make their exodus from teaching at
SLUH. pages 4-5

juniors

Opinion

10,000 feet, 176 interviews
Editors John Webb and Mitch Mackowiak
review their Prep News journey through
interviews and a twine ball, respectively.
Page 3
News

10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10
Prep News editors comb through the year’s
articles and select the top ten news and
sports stories Pages 8-9

sophomores
SLUH can claim nearly two centuries of Jesuit heritage, which the
building’s facade proudly displays.
The religious and spiritual character
of the living student body is much less
easy to measure and determine. How
do SLUH students view Catholicism,
and how has SLUH affected them?
Gaining a numerical sense of
this character could be done through
a survey of SLUH students, although
math teacher and numbers guru

S

t. Louis U. High’s religious identity is one of the school’s most
prominent features. The AMDG of
the Society of Jesus’s Latin motto,
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam—“For the
greater glory of God”—is cut into
stone over both the Oakland and Berthold entrances. Since the building
of the Backer Memorial in 1924, the
chapel has been located symbolically
at the heart of the school.

SLUH students.
Between the new iPads in the
hands of staff members, five spare
iPads, and the 12 iPads given earlier this year to members of the
iPad committee, SLUH will be
leasing 112 iPads next year. Over
the course of the two-year lease,
SLUH will pay about $54,000 for
the devices.
The iPads will be handed
out in 18 one-hour sessions next
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.
During that session, members
of the tech department will offer
training to staff members who
continued on page 6

continued on page 7

News

Matter takes Post job to cover Mizzou sports
After 14 years at Columbia Daily Tribune,
former Prep News editor Dave Matter, ’96,
will join Post-Dispatch as Mizzou’s beat
writer. Pages 5

Howard pitches a 9-inning gem
Baseball won its 23rd District title on
Ceriotti’s walk-off single in extra innings.
Pages 14
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Giddy up! PN 78 staff saddles up; stable future ahead
BY John Webb
EDITOR IN CHIEF

N

ow that the final issue of
Prep News volume 77 has hit
homeroom, the departing seniors
are happy to hand off the paper to
the capable hands of new editors
and staff. Rising seniors Adam
Thorp, Stephen Lumetta, Jacob
Hilmes, Will Smith, and Danny
Schneller will be next year’s editors and be responsible for the
paper’s day to day management as
well as its long-term vision.
As editor in chief, Thorp
will bring a vast experience and
outside knowledge to help shape
the paper’s broader vision. Thorp
won’t step down when facing difficult, important issues.
“He’s a great leader. The content of Adam’s pieces is incredible,
and I know that will continue.
He goes right to the pulse of the
school, asks what are the big issues, and he tackles them. He’s
fearless,” said Prep News moderator Steve Missey. “The surprise
was how much he was thinking
about how to use our space in our
newsprint, more than any other
person we’ve had.”
Adding to Thorp’s reporting
and layout prowess, Lumetta will
keep the school up to date on happenings from the art wing hallway
to the theater loge as news editor. Often an inseparable duo in
the office, Thorp’s and Lumetta’s
strong partnership will give next
year’s paper a strong reporting
foundation.
“Stephen is conscientious,

has a deep conscience, and is
highly aware of what’s going on in
the student part of the school and
the adult part of the school,” said
Missey. “Stephen is a workhorse.
I don’t know how he does all the
things that he does, but it will be
pretty amazing to see the scope of
his ambition next year.”
Reviving the title of features
editor from a three-year hiatus,
Hilmes will oversee the articles
that aren’t necessarily time-sensitive but make for a readable paper.
“Jacob is culturally aware and

T

he second Annual SLUHDance Film Festival, started
last year by senior Jake Trokey,
will showcase various student
films Friday at 7 p.m. in the Joseph Schulte Theater. Admission
is once again free. Trokey now
hopes that the festival will continue to grow and become an estab-

S

ix months after a heart attack,
Tom Cummings, S.J. is still
working towards recovery at Jesuit Hall on the St. Louis University
campus.
Cummings suffered a heart
attack on Nov. 4, 2012 while visiting family members. Since his
heart attack, he has been through
St. John’s Mercy Hospital, the
skilled nursing center there, and
now spends his days on the second floor of Jesuit Hall at SLU.
About a month ago, Cummings was briefly treated in the
hospital for pneumonia. He is
now back at Jesuit Hall, trying
to build back the strength that
he lost in the time following the
heart attack.

Thomas Riganti as well as rising
juniors Jack Kiehl and Sam Fentress will make up next year’s core
staff.
“As always, the core staff depends on what senior or seniors
are going to be leaders on it. I
think in Jack and Thomas we have
two guys who have been really
committed to the Prep News and
done really great writing,” said
Missey. “Thomas has done excellent golf articles this spring. Jack
has a great voice and is a very funny writer but also has this ranging intelligence about all kinds of
things great and weird.”
Rising senior Paul Fister and
rising sophomores Keith Thomas
and Leo Heinz will be staff writers
next year.
“They just keep taking articles and working hard to get
better. We’ll need them next year,”
said Missey.
Rising senior Ben Banet will
be staying on for a record third
year as a staff photographer. Rising senior Tom Fields will continue to contribute his mastheads
as staff artist.
“Thanks to Ben and thanks
to Mr. Sciuto and his great work
with student photographers, I
know we’ll have another really
fine volume of photojournalism,”
said Missey.
Until the first issue is printed
next fall, the moderator and new
editors and staff members will be
enjoying a much-deserved and
much yearned-for summer break.

The Prep News Volume 78 Editors: (left to right) Schneller, Hilmes, Smith, Lumetta, and Thorp.

lished event. Around five student
films were shown at the SLUHDance Film Festival last year, and
Trokey believes that there will be
at least ten films this year.
Although Trokey was sure
to make it open to other area
schools, the majority of submissions have been from St. Louis U.
High students. He was happy to
receive two submissions from stu-

dents at other schools.
Also included in the festival
will be a question and answer
session with the filmmakers,
something that Trokey was very
pleased with last year.
Film Club moderator Mark
Cummings, who will screen all
of the entries, said of last year’s
SLUHDance, “I thought it was
quite successful, especially since
we had never tried anything like
this before.”
The festival seems to have

Cummings update: still
recovering, cheerful
BY Joe Kreienkamp
CORE STAFF

ger to learn, and eager to throw
himself into things. I think he’s
ready for the challenge,” said
Missey. “Mr. Santel nicknamed
Will, ‘The Clydesdale’: powerful
and a show horse but also capable
of great work. Will is willing to
work really hard. He and Danny
together will be just dynamite.”
Volume 78’s editors will be
able to depend on a talented, wellrounded, and dedicated group of
staff and core staff writers who
will form the nucleus of the paper.
Rising seniors Jack Godar and
photo | John Webb

SLUHDance features films
BY Leo Heinz
REPORTER

curious about all kinds of interesting things in the world around
him,” said Missey. “Of all the
guys next year, he’s the most experimental writer, so I think that
makes him perfect for features because he can have some room to
experiment and play with voices
and style.”
Sports editors Smith and
Schneller will bring their hardworking mentality to ensure that
the school stays informed of all
athletic events.
“Danny is eager to work, ea-

When I went to visit Cummings in his residence, the main
desk telephoned him down to
meet me at 4 p.m., right after his
nap. Cummings came down the
elevator, relying on his walker to
help him move around the building. Although 40 pounds lighter
because of the heart attack, he
was still in his traditional cheerful spirit.
Cummings told about all the
visitors that have come to see him:
friends, his nieces and nephews,
fellow Jesuits, and college and
SLUH students. While he is not
visiting, he does a lot of reading.
“I find television very boring,” he said.
Cummings communicates
with family and friends over the
phone. Email is more difficult for

grown in size this year, just by
looking at the number of films
that have already been submitted.
Trokey expects a larger audience
this year as the audience size last
year was decent.
Both Trokey and Cummings
hope that the SLUH Dance continues next year.
Trokey said, “I do definitely hope that it continues. It
was a really great time last year,
and I look forward to it this year.”
“I’m hoping that this will be-

come an annual event,” said Cummings.
Junior Sam Beckmann will
take over the reins of the Film
Club from the graduating Trokey.
Beckmann plans to continue the
showings of various films after
school on Fridays. He also hopes
to hold another filmmaker’s camp
in the fall and possibly the spring
as well. Beckmann definitely
plans to have a third SLUHDance
next year. He believes that it will
be even a larger event next year as
it becomes more established.

photo | Joe Kreienkamp

him since the heart attack.
Cummings has been working with caregivers and friends
around Jesuit Hall, and hopes
to “graduate from a walker to a

cane.” He hopes that as he improves in health, he can move to
assisted living in the summer.
Cummings struggles at keeping his balance. He said that he

can stumble and fall in tasks even
as simple as putting on a sweater.
He is working with some friends
to do more walking, however, but
struggles even with a walker.
Cummings said that he also
misses the freedom that comes
with driving. He said that when
he needs something, it used to be
so easy to go out and buy it. Now,
however, he has to request it and
then wait until the staff at Jesuit
Hall can get it.
Cummings plans to spend
the summer going to the weddings of relatives. He also hopes
to be the main presider at a Mass.
“I haven’t been main celebrant for eight months,” said
Cummings.
When I showed Cummings
last week’s issue of the Prep News,
he said that he would love to be at
graduation, but he thinks it might
be emotionally exhausting to see
all the faces of the seniors.
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Notebook
Me, myself, and twine
BY Mitch Mackowiak
WEB EDITOR

T

en thousand feet.
That’s the estimated
length of twine in the Prep News
office right now, also known as 25
SLUH lengths (J-wing to science
wing).
Once upon a time the Prep
News changed its format to
broadsheet. Benefits ensued: the
Prep News outsourced printing
to the Missourian (to the delight
of sleep-deprived staff members),
labyrinths of article throws ceased
to exist (to the chagrin of throw
headline writers), and the paper
looked better. But one byproduct
was overlooked.
On Friday morning, the
papers arrive in bundles of 50
tied with twine (some may argue string, but twine sounds
so quaint!). Approximately 44
lengths of 53-inch twine enter the
office. For a while, just as many
left via trash can. On 11/11/11,
though, my sympathy for the
twine’s short-lived use moved me
to retrieve that week’s discarded
tangle. Logic dictated that I start
a twine ball.
Let’s see if I can string together a few thoughts about it:
Making stuff is really, really,
really fun. Dump out a tubful of
LEGO bricks, design a model
house. Crack open some paint
tubes, illustrate anything. Dust
off the typewriter, assemble words
into sentences, paragraphs, and
pages. It’s not the ‘external fun’
you see in theme park ads. The
fun resides in hurdling problems
(unexpected, in most cases) that
proliferate. So ‘internal fun’ includes much massaging of the
temples and eye sockets in present frustration and desperate
seeking of alternate activities that
provide a more attractive image
of fun. The other parts include
rapt attention to the task or a faint
smile in the eyes or mouth when
you see everything turning out
like you planned.
Here’s a broad, impromptu
definition of art: the contradiction of chaos. Art is a battle. Perhaps we create to reaffirm our
existence. How easy is it to let the
universe swirl around you?

The thing I love about physical creation, specifically, is that
it makes time tangible. Put in X
amount of time, receive whatever
you made as product. It’s simple
and satisfying. I am content seeing or holding something I make.
Moreso with the twine ball, as it
is impenetrable to critique. I can’t
make it any better because it is
what makes it: twine.
The twine ball’s a good example of process art, which is
when the process of making the
thing is the art. It’s always growing. Process art is always uncomfortable in some way because the
art is not fixed. There are permutations of the thing that blink in
and out of existence—with the
twine ball, size. Sometimes I want
it to be smaller as it once was so
it could be palmed or tossed easily. Sometimes I like the way it is:
large enough to store under the
crook of your arm, a good heft to
it. Sometimes I imagine it larger,
as it will be, so huge it won’t fit
through the door frame. Process
art evokes something human in
that way: the paradox of us liking
they way things are but also wanting them to be different.
The process of this process,
adding more twine, is a sublime
experience with the piece and
changes your relationship with
it. Every Friday afternoon, after
sending the email to the online
Prep News subscribers, I recline
on one of the couches and dismantle the spaghetti of the morning’s gathered twine and add it.
At the same time reporters and
staff members flood in to obtain
article assignments so I lean and
loaf observing the operation of
the incongruous hive that is the
Prep News. It’s among my favorite
moments of the week.
I find it amusing how much
attention the twine ball has attracted. In the beginning, it was
so small it practically disappeared into the corner of the office, where I stored it. Eventually some noticed and submitted
casual inquiries to its existence,
like “Why?” The bigger it got, the
more it became a part of the office
rather than a resident. Now people complement it with ‘Whoa’s

stand and notice goes into that
mission of formation. I would,
though, like to talk about the social aspect of formation, since I
believe it is crucial to the purpose
of having dances.
In the beginning, God said,
“It is not good for the man to be
alone” (Genesis 2:18). Because
God made us social beings, we
have to learn how to relate to
other people. Learning how to socialize with and relate to women
is not always easy, but it is very
important. In the beginning, God
created man and woman complementary so that their relationship
would be particularly fruitful.
This fruitful relationship is
most evident in marriage. The
union of husband and wife brings
new life into the world. I notice
also that married couples can
work together well besides bring-
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Perspective: 176 people later
and ‘What is that?!’s. To think a
material as simple as twine could
garner such awe. It’s strange. The
bigger it gets the more people
speak of it as a living thing.
The twine ball is also a wonderful icon of the Prep News, or
should be. There seems to be an
unspoken rule that I alone should
add to the ball. I feel a bit selfish
not having denounced that. Anyone can do it; I wouldn’t mind.
After all, the entire Prep News staff
makes the paper, and the twine
accompanies the paper, so everyone supplies the twine.
A few other staff members
added to it in my absence in January. So their experience made
them a part of the piece’s history,
gave them some responsibility
over it, maybe. Collaboration is
the soul of the Prep News so I
don’t want the twine ball to seem
to belong to one person.
It isn’t following me to college, of course. It’s staying, if for
nothing more than the fact that
horcruxes should stay where you
make them so your enemies have
to travel all over the place to destroy them. Also because others
will add to it, fill its future with
colorful adventures in opposition
to its dull beginnings, and incarcerate it in a time capsule for sacred SLUH artifacts. Then it’d be
really hard to find and destroy.

photo | Joe Kreienkamp

Letter
Dances represent male-female relationships
To the Editors:
About a month ago, I read
an article about McQuaid Jesuit
High School’s decision to allow
same-sex couples at its dances. As
I thought about this issue, I began
to wonder why we have dances
in the first place and what their
purpose is. I think that any school
policy about dances is based on
the answer to this question. I
would like to talk about why, in
my opinion, SLUH has dances
and why we go to them.
SLUH gives us a great education. We are blessed by an
outstanding opportunity for intellectual development, an opportunity that is easy for me to take
for granted. Yet the school’s mission involves forming us young
men not just as thinkers but as
whole persons living the Kingdom of God. More than I under-

Prep News

ing new life into the world. For
example, my mom and dad used
to give talks together, and the
talks were much more helpful to
people because of their complementary perspectives.
The way in which they help
each other towards Heaven is also
a fruit of their relationship. God
made men and women to be able
to work together not only in marriage. Because we have as genders
different gifts, perspectives, and
strengths, our teamwork can be
very fruitful.
As men in society, we have
to be able to work together with
and form friendships with women, since this friendship is such a
good thing. I think a dance helps
us learn how to socialize with and
relate to them. The purpose of a
dance varies depending on the
relationship of the couple, but

initially became involved with
the Prep News because I enjoyed writing, but most of what I
learned over the past three years
has had nothing to do with writing. Inside the poster-plastered
walls of the Prep News office, I’ve
learned about physics, friendship,
books, how to motivate people,
the hidden power of an anecdote
or story to make life interesting,
and so much more.
The largest takeaway for me
has been the ability to talk to
people that I don’t know without
any anxiety. When I wrote my
first article four years ago, I was a
very shy person, described so by
others as well as myself. While I’m
still quieter than average, the Prep
News has played a large part in
helping me come out of my shell
and talk to unfamiliar people with
ease.
Aware that the paper has
played such an important role in
this area of my life, I decided to
go back and count up how many
people I had interviewed during my time on the paper, and
although I was expecting a fairly
large number, the result still surprised me. Over the course of
70 articles (seven of which were
opinion pieces), I had 238 interviews with 176 unique individuals. If someone would have told
me four years ago that I was going
to interview 176 different people
during my time on the paper, or
roughly 3.8 people per article,
I probably would have quit and
found a different club to join. (In
case anyone was wondering, Dr.
Moran and Mr. Kesterson both
tied for the most interviewed with
seven interviews apiece.)
I covered the chess team
freshman year, and I had to call up
one of the players because the article was due that night. I remember worrying about making the
phone call for a few hours beforehand, with the anxiety constantly
in my consciousness. In contrast,
a couple of weeks ago I called up
a grade school principal—a call
that normally would have filled
me with fear for a long time beforehand—and discovered that I
was so relaxed that I had launched
into my usual Prep News explanatory spiel without realizing that I
was talking to a secretary. It’s been
fun to watch my progression from
being deathly afraid of interviews
to conducting them with relative
ease. It’s as if I’ve been watching
myself grow up in the process.
Trying to comprehend that I
talked to 176 different people, I’m
awed not so much by the number as I am by the sheer variety

of people: science teachers and
English teachers, upperclassmen
and underclassmen, maintenance
workers and administrators, a
Hollywood film director and a
professional acrobat, a pro soccer player and a psychiatrist. All
of these different people have had
something valuable to contribute
to SLUH’s community.
I’ve had everything from fascinating hour-long conversations
with people on issues they’re passionate about to quick 90 second
chats with underclassmen whose
faces I can no longer remember.
I’ve risked getting dropped off in
the Oakland parking lot to be on
time for an early morning interview and called up a teacher at
their house at 9 p.m. on a Thursday night to retrieve some crucial information absent from my
article. Through it all, I was able
to discover and appreciate the diversity of people, opinions, and
talents that make SLUH such a
wonderful place to be a part of.
Early in my sophomore year,
PN 75 news editor Conor Gearin
told me that I should ask interesting questions because I would
get interesting answers. Through
the years as I’ve passed down this
piece of advice, I realized that it
applies not only to asking good
interview questions but is also a
good approach to life as well. A
world without people to ask original, precise questions wouldn’t be
a very exciting place. Asking good
questions is the foundation of all
sciences and many other professions as well. As I’ve chosen to
pursue a path other than journalism, I know I’ll treasure the lessons that transcend the ability to
write a good news article.
In the early stages of a Prep
News career you are assigned articles so that you can get used to
the journalistic process. As your
reporting skills grow, so does your
freedom to write about the topics
that interest you, and more importantly to write about the topics
you’re interested in that the Prep
News should be writing about
and isn’t. The paper is at its finest
when it doesn’t merely run articles
in response to news and sporting events that have happened
but rather tackles the issues that
should be in SLUH’s consciousness but aren’t. Telling the easily
visible stories about SLUH’s community is important, and finding
the invisible stories only further
strengthens the community.
I won’t miss transcribing interviews, making tedious font
adjustments to underclassmen
sports scores on InDesign, or
waking up to every Friday on five
hours of sleep, but I will miss the
people and the stories those people create.

I think that in all cases going to
a dance teaches us to form a relationship. You might marry that
girl you are going to the dance
with; if so, a dance is an important
way to develop your relationship.
Or you might wind up marrying
someone else; learning how to
build a friendship with a woman
will be important then. You might
stay good friends; going out together can help build that friendship. Or you might not get mar-

ried at all; you will still need to
be able to relate to and work with
women.
I think that a dance, in our
social context, holds the potential to build a relationship that is
oriented towards marriage. In any
of these three cases, a dance is an
important opportunity for us to
learn how to grow in friendship
with young ladies.
Thomas Hogan
Class of 2015

BY John Webb
EDITOR IN CHIEF
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Kiehl

T

heater teacher Paul Pagano is
leaving St. Louis U. High after
three years of teaching, directing,
and moderating.
Pagano graduated from
SLUH in 1996 before heading to
Washington University to get his
bachelors degree in drama, where
he met his wife, whom he married
in 1999. The two moved to Minneapolis, where Pagano acted for
multiple theater companies, including the Guthrie Theater. After giving birth to his first child,
they returned to St. Louis in 2005.
Pagano earned his masters degree
in theater education from Fontbonne University.
“The same day I gave my final presentation for my final class
I got the call that I got the job (at

Jim Santel

Departing Faculty

SLUH),” said Pagano.
At SLUH, Pagano taught
Oral Communications and Acting Improv.
“(Oral
Communications)
was probably one of the best
classes I’ve ever taken at SLUH,”
said senior Alex Greubel. “Pagano
was very individualistic with his
teaching. He went out of his way
to write individual emails after
each speech.”
While at SLUH, Pagano
moderated the Whose Line is it
Anyway? Club and directed several shows: including Tinkle Time
and Iron Tommy, The Odd Couple,
and, most recently, Twelve Angry
Men.
“(Pagano) didn’t see himself
as the sole leader of the production, he saw himself as the mediator, as the helper of the show,” said

Greubel, who played the foreman
in Twelve Angry Men. “It was a lot
of fun to work with him.”
Although Pagano is not certain what he will be doing next,
he knows he wants to focus on his
family.
“What I definitively see in my
future is continuing to be a good
husband and the best father I can
be,” said Pagano. “Career-wise,
I’ve learned … you never know
what’s going to happen, so I have
no expectations.”
Though only here for a few
years, Pagano made a definite impact on the SLUH community.
“He changed so many people’s lives,” said Greubel.
“I have thoroughly enjoyed
working here. I love each and
every one in my classroom and
loved getting to know them,” said
Pagano.

Schneller

A

fter a year of service with the
Alum Service Corps (ASC),
English teacher Jim Santel, ’08,
will be leaving St. Louis U. High
for a second time this May.
Under the tutelage of English
teacher Jim Raterman, Santel took
on two sections of Junior English
this year.
“It’s been great,” said Santel.
“Teaching has been a learning experience for me; it’s obviously not
something I’ve really done before.
That challenge of coming in and
learning how to teach everyday
has been rewarding.”
Santel was very enthusiastic
about the opportunity he had to
work alongside several of his former teachers.
“It’s been really nice to be
around people like Mr. Missey,
Mr. Raterman, Mr. Hussung, and

REPORTER

H

istory teacher Kris Holmes
will be leaving Saint Louis
U. High at the end of the 2012-13
school year to continue his education.
As a part of the Alum Service Corps (ASC), Holmes taught
Global History I and coached
wrestling. Freshman Patrick Rottman said, “He was a more laid
back guy, very supportive, and I
considered him more as a friend
than as a coach. He’s also a great
wrestler and I wouldn’t want to
mess with him.”
Holmes is admired by his
students for his willingness to
help them out.

Paul Pagano

photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto
BY Danny
STAFF

Duncan Allen and Alex
Wang

May 17, 2013

“He’s a real man for others,”
said freshman Tim Nile.
Holmes graduated from
SLUH in 2008 and went to Xavier
University in Ohio. He plans to
attend the University of Memphis
next year to get a masters degree
in history. From there, he plans to
achieve a Ph.D. in Egyptology.
Holmes, who regularly works
in the SLUH library, is thought of
highly by his co-workers, including after-school librarian Regina
Austermann.
“I knew Mr. Holmes before
he was Mr. Holmes because he
wrestled with my sons. He was
always highly praised,” said Austerman.
“I’m not surprised he’s doing
well here. He has a real knack for

relating with people. He’s competent, friendly and offers great
service.”
Other than teaching Global
History, Holmes is also very involved in other activities. Holmes
primarily helps learning consultant Connie McDermott in the
library, tutoring freshmen who
need help with homework, and
also moderating the English Premier League Soccer Club. He also
enjoys walking down freshman
hall and is commonly seen surrounded by freshmen.
“I really like the interaction
with freshman,” said Holmes. He
is frequently seen in the pool hall,
lending pool balls and receiving nickels from freshman. As
Alec Keil said, “Mr. Holmes is the
man.”

Mr. Moran,” said Santel. “Getting
to spend more time with them every day has been a privilege. And
to see how the school has changed
and the direction it’s going, it’s
been neat to be a part of that.”
Santel’s students raved about
the vibrancy and knowledge that
he brought to class every day.
In addition to commenting
on Santel’s keen fashion sense, junior Colin Dunne said, “Having
Mr. Santel was a great time. He
was a really great guy; he’s been a
role model for me. I just hope he
does well wherever he goes, and
we’ll miss him here at SLUH.”
When Santel was a student at
SLUH, he was extremely involved
in the Prep News. Santel was a
news editor as a junior and the
editor in chief during his senior
year. This year, he has volunteered
his Thursday nights as an advisor
to the paper.

Kris Holmes

“The Prep News has probably been my favorite part of the
whole experience, to be honest,”
said Santel. “That was kind of like
a second education for me [as a
student], and it was an experience
that just meant so much to me.
You get to meet this neat, talented
group of guys that are working on
this creative project that they care
about and who have done some
really neat stuff. To help with that,
that’s been fun for me. That hasn’t
felt like service at all.”
The Prep News team agrees
that Santel will be missed next
year.
“We’re definitely going to
miss Mr. Santel next year,” said
Core Staffer Stephen Lumetta.
“He has a great sense of humor
and a good work ethic. He was
always a voice of reason in the
office, and I know we’re going to
miss him shouting, ‘CHANGES!’”

photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto
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Berger headed to North Carolina
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Berger sits smiling at her desk in the conseling office.
BY Jack Godar
CORE STAFF

E

very student at St. Louis U.
High for the past 17 years has
had the pleasure of talking to (and
perhaps taken a Jolly Rancher
from) counseling department receptionist Becky Berger. It’s practically a law of SLUH life: every
student must schedule their counseling meeting with her. However,
after this year, that statement will
no longer hold true, as Berger is
retiring.
Berger is leaving SLUH because her husband is taking a job
in the Raleigh-Durham metropolitan area in North Carolina.
“After 33 years of marriage, I
figured I’d better go with the hus-

band,” Berger joked.
With the move to North Carolina, Berger has decided to leave
the workforce.
“I am officially retiring, and
I’m using the word ‘retiring’ because I don’t plan to work,” Berger
said.
Berger plans to use the free
time to embark on various projects. These projects include sorting through 40 years worth of
photos, printing out and making
photo albums of her two sons,
and organizing various mementos from their childhood into
scrapbooks. Berger planned these
projects for a long period of time,
planning to do them in the summer, but never had gotten around

to them.
“I’ve always said I was going to do these projects during
the summer and summer always
seemed to get away,” Berger said.
Berger also plans to volunteer in her spare time.
“I’ve never had a chance to
(volunteer),” Berger said. “I’ve
worked since I was 16 years old,
so I think that’d be fun—to go out
and volunteer.”
Counselor Ken McKenna,
who has worked with Berger since
she arrived at SLUH, said that
Berger was an integral part of the
counseling department.
“She’s been really excellent
and her organizational skills are
top-notch,” McKenna said. “She’s
the face of our department, she’s
the person people first encounter.”
McKenna will also miss
Berger’s personality in the counseling office.
“Behind the scenes, we’ve
had a lot of good laughs,” McKenna said. “I’ll just miss her as a
person.”
Berger said that leaving
SLUH is extremely tough, especially given the relationships she
has cultivated here.
“I’m going to miss everybody
here. I’ve got really good friends
here, I love the people I work with,
I love the students,” Berger said. “I
am mother to two boys, but I’ve
always said I’ve been mom to approximately 1,100 boys each year
here at SLUH.”

Matter, ‘96, to cover Mizzou for Post
BY Brian Dugan
SPORTS EDITOR

F

ormer Prep News editor Dave
Matter, ’96, will join the St.
Louis Post-Dispatch this summer
as the Mizzou sports beat writer,
taking over from former Post-Dispatch reporter Vahe Gregorian,
who recently took a job with the
Kansas City Star as a sports columnist.
While at St. Louis U. High,
Matter joined the Prep News after deciding he wasn’t cut out to
play football, picking up the underclassmen sports beat throughout his freshman and sophomore
years. The beat, known as “Sports
Matter” by his sophomore year,
reported scores and stats each
week for each underclassmen
sport.
“I went up to the Prep News
office after school and wanted to
see if there was anything I could
do for them, and they gave me
a beat right off the bat doing a
weekly roundup of the freshman
and JV teams for the fall season,”
Matter said. “That was the first of
four years working for the Prep
News, so I was there from that
point on and really developed a
passion for it.”
According to Matter, that underclassman beat was where he
began to think about pursuing a
career in sports journalism. A fan
of the Post-Dispatch’s sports section since childhood, it took the
Prep News to push him in the direction of participating in sports
writing.
“I think you could say it was

a launching pad,” Matter said.
“Growing up in St. Louis, I devoured the Post-Dispatch sports
section every morning. That was
my morning ritual even before I
got into high school, and once I
figured out that you can make a
living as a sports writer, it was really something that I just wanted
to do.”
English teacher Jim Raterman, the moderator of Prep News
throughout Matter’s time on it,
knew even before he named him
an editor for his senior year that
Matter had potential to do something special on the sports reporting scene beyond SLUH.
“The potential for a profession was there from freshman
year,” Raterman said. “He was just
amazing. And he raised the level
of sports reporting and sports
coverage not just on the varsity
level but on the entire school
level.”
On the flipside, Matter credits Raterman for nurturing his
passion for journalism.
“(Raterman) was the first
and best newspaper editor I’ve
ever had,” Matter said. “He had
this tireless approach to it all,
when even if it was 1:00 a.m. on a
Thursday night he was still going
strong. He had such passion for it
and cared so much about the guys
and what we were doing and the
job that we did—whether it was
writing about news or writing
editorials or covering sports—he
was just so into it. He knew writing, obviously, and he knew literature, but to have a real thirst and

to be		
so passionate about journalism was really what made me
keep wanting to do that.”
As Matter moves on from
the Columbia Daily Tribune after
covering Mizzou football for 14
years over two stints at the paper
since his junior year at Mizzou,
he looks forward to covering the
Mizzou football and basketball
teams across many platforms for
the Post-Dispatch. Whether it’s
on Twitter, Facebook, Tumblr, a
blog on stltoday.com, or the classic print version of the newspaper,
Matter has big plans to enhance
the paper’s coverage of Missouri’s
largest university. His goal is to do
something similar to the multiplatform approach used by the
Post-Dispatch’s Cardinals beat
writer Derrick Goold.
“I’ve kind of been patterning
what I’m going be doing a lot off of
what Derrick Goold does with the
Cardinals: he’s so ingrained with
the internet and uses it in so many
different ways and he just writes
so much,” Matter said. “It’ll be a
little bit different with covering
more than one team, but I think
it’s a great opportunity. And, obviously, you still have to write for
the daily print edition all the time,
and that to me, I think, will just
come naturally because I’ve been
doing it for such a long time. I’m
really looking forward to it.”
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Gohl retires after 16 years
BY Jack Godar and Matt
Thomas
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

A

fter 16 years at St. Louis U.
High’s front lines, switchboard operator Kim Gohl is retiring.
Gohl is retiring in order to
spend more time with her family,
particularly her husband, who is
also retired, and her grandchildren. She also will help out her
daughter and son-in-law with
their business.
“I have two little grandchildren and my daughter and sonin-law have a business,” Gohl said.
“I think it’s just time now to help
out with family.”
History teacher Tom Wilson
often hangs around the switchboard, talking with Gohl as students stream through the doors at
the beginning of the day. He said
that his conversations with Gohl
were a good way to start the day
and that Gohl’s pleasant demeanor will be missed.
“We always have a nice little
conversation in the morning before school. She is very helpful
for anybody and everybody that
shows up at her switchboard. She
will be missed,” Wilson said.
Athletic
Director
Dick
Wehner grew up with Gohl. Both
went to St. Michael’s school in
Shrewsbury for grade school.
“I knew her as a little girl
growing up in Shrewsbury. I
knew her in high school. I knew

her, I saw her, and I taught her
son and then she came back here
and was the switchboard operator
for 16 years. Now I won’t see her
as much anymore,” Wehner said.
“I’m going to miss most that little
banter we have back and forth,
that good-natured kidding that we
have. It’s something that we have
done all through grade school and
all through high school and really
picked up again when she went to
work here.”
As switchboard operator,
Gohl was often the first person
people talked to when they called
SLUH.
“She is our first responder,”
Wehner said. “I can really count
on her. When it’s crunch time and
we have practices being canceled,
games being canceled, a game being moved at the last minute, referees calling, she is steady. She is
like a rock.”
Wehner noted that countless people made stopping by the
switchboard to talk with Gohl
a part of their daily routine, and
Wilson said that Gohl was always
polite and personable.
“She is very sincere and courteous about all of the stuff she
does around here. She is a very
nice, polite, generous individual,”
Wilson said.
Gohl said that the faculty and
staff are what she will miss most
away from SLUH.
“I think I have made so many
great friends—they are like a family to me,” Gohl said. “I’ll miss all
the good times.”
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Gohl poses with Athletic Director Dick Wehner after Wehner delivered
Gohl’s farewell address at the faculty dinner Wednesday night.

Quote of the Week
“Laziness is often mistaken for patience.”
				
-French Proverb

6Promotion of compost reaps reduction in trash handling
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(continued from page 1)
composting pick up. Blue Skies
pulls 216 pounds just in compost
waste every time they come. Blue
Skies also credits SLUH $4.95 every time they come, which is deducted off the price SLUH pays
for pickup.
Rankin said the lack of
change in the number of times
landfill trash is picked up is a precautionary measure to make sure
that trash in the containers isn’t
overflowing.
“I’d rather have the people
come pick up maybe not-asfilled-up cans than having trash
spilling over,” said Rankin.
Rankin has also tried to cut
down on the number of trashcans
at hand at any given time.
“Convenient trashcans are

landfill trashcans that are placed
all around the school so that people don’t have to go to far to find
somewhere to throw away their
trash,” said Rankin.
Rankin hopes fewer trashcans will push students to use
recycling or composting bins. Because of the decrease in the number of containers around school,
there is a surplus of containers
stored away, which is useful for
the maintenance staff so that
when one breaks they can immediately replace it. It also cuts down
on the number of plastic lining
bags used when collecting trash.
“I think the students who
are interested in composting are
doing a very good job,” said Sustainability Club moderator Anne
Marie Lodholz. “I also think Sus-
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tainability needs to do a better job
of communicating to people what
they can and cannot compost and
recycle.”
Lodholz suggested the idea of
communicating to students and
parents in the orientations before
the school year starts about the
need and importance of composting.
“Once the school year starts
it’s just too hard to get everyone together and might be too
hard for people to change,” said
Lodholz.
Lodholz frequently spends
her lunch period standing by the
trash bins to monitor the trash
and food that are being thrown
away by students.
“I am always shocked by

how much food students throw
away,” said Lodholz. “It’s common
for me to see whole meat-filled
sandwiches, unopened granola
bars, and perfect fresh fruit being
thrown away. Often I see students
just put everything in their brown
paper bags and throw it away,
which is just horrible.”
Lodholz recommended parents and students have an honest
talk about what the student actually eats because so much is being
wasted. The change could be cost
effective for the family while also
being good for the environment.
“Once someone becomes
aware of all the possibilities it becomes so easy and it can be a lot
cheaper for the family too,” said
Lodholz.
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Lodholz also wanted to recognize Food Service Consultants
and their behind the scenes work
in composting. Lodholz also said
that the after school events have
been very good about composting, especially Mothers Club
events.
“The cafeteria is where the
real strides are being made in
composting,” said Lodholz. “They
compost the things in the salad
bar after that can’t be put out anymore and are composting lots of
food materials. The Mothers Club
is also great. They are always asking about how they can get composting bins to their events.”

Kwapis directs The Office pilot, and then finale eight years later
(continued from page 1)
I directed a number of other episodes: seasons finales and season
premiers.
We tried to create a television
show that behaved a little differently than other comedies. I think
at first it was a little odd for some
viewers. For starters, a show with
no laugh track. Secondly, apart
from a short theme song at the
beginning of every episode, it’s
a series that features no music at
all. So the whole point of it is very
deadpan and maybe some of the
most memorable moments of the
show are moments in which characters react silently in a rather
deadpan way.
It’s a show that doesn’t depend on jokes. It’s less of a typical half hour television comedy,
for instance Two and a Half Men:
that kind of show winds around
jokes. It moves joke to joke. And
for The Office we tried something
different. We tried to focus on human behavior. We tried to create
a show where you observe people
at work and humor came out of
behavior. So those are some of
the things that make the show
unique.
Also, some of the characters
behave quite badly. Michael Scott’s
character, for instance, is well-intentioned, but he makes terrible
choices and his behavior is often
quite appalling. And some of the
things that Michael Scott does
make the audience cringe. And it’s
embarrassing to watch him. And
over time, we’ve come to refer to
those kind of moments as cringeworthy. And the years since we
started the show I’ve heard other
Hollywood producers and writers
say, ‘We want that kind of cringeworthy comedy,’ and I think some
of that was inspired by the way
The Office works.
I helped cast so I was happy
to be able to include among our
cast other St. Louisans like Jenna

Fischer and Phyllis Smith. One of
the things that makes the show
unique about the cast is that apart
from Steve Carell—some people
were aware of Steve, he had been
a regular on The Daily Show, he
was also a player in Anchorman,
but he wasn’t a star, he wasn’t a
household name—every other
member of the cast, however, was
a complete unknown. That was
by design. We wanted the show
to look like it was a documentary
about real people working in a
paper company. A lot of people
have commented to me that the
cast looks like they don’t even
belong on primetime television.
They’re so regular, unglamorous.
At the beginning of the series,
everyone had a very natural look.
No one was made-up too heavily.
So again, another thing that made
the show stand out from the pack.
SF: The Office is a nine season
show, and surely there were lots of
ends to tie up in the last episode.
Was it difficult to make sure it felt
conclusive?
KK: The hardest part about it, the
biggest challenge, was that there
are now approximately 20 characters who are very compelling
to viewers. From the core group
of Dwight, Jim, Pam to the new
characters: Clark … Plop? I can’t
think of his name!
SF: Pete?

KK: Pete! Thank you. And you
know, characters who work in the
warehouse, so essentially the ensemble has really grown and the
audiences are really involved in
even the smallest members of the
group. So the challenge for Greg
Daniels in writing the finale was
to make sure every character in
the story has a strong resolution.
And it was not easy. But I feel that

the finale is very emotionally satisfying. I will say that when we
finished the final shot there was
not a dry eye in the house. I can’t
say much more about it. I don’t
want to give away anything!
SF: It’s been a few years since
you’ve directed an episode
(“Company Picnic,” 2009). Is it
difficult to suddenly be in charge
of all these people and reinsert
yourself into this world after being away?
KK: That’s a great question. In this
case, no, because I was there at the
beginning and I helped form this
particular creative family. So I’m
happy to report that I was welcomed back with open arms and
I think many cast and crew members thought it was a fitting way
to finish bringing everything fullcircle by having the director who
raised the curtain also close it.
SF: Looking back on all the episodes you directed, which ones
would you say you’re the most
proud of?
KK: Oh, that’s a good question,
too. I feel fortunate that I was able
to direct many of the important
Pam and Jim (moments), for example “Casino Night.” It was their
first kiss, and “Company Picnic”
with Pam discovering she’s pregnant. I would say two of the most
provocative episodes I directed
were “Diversity Day” and the
third season premiere “Gay Witch
Hunt,” and I received an Emmy
nominee for directing that so I’m
particularly proud of those two.
Those two feature a lot of very
cringe-worthy moments.
SF: Obviously, you’ve worked
intermittently with the cast over
the past nine years, and you’ve
worked with some of them in

other projects like John Krasinski
in Big Miracle. Who in the cast are
you closest to?

KK: Well, I do feel I’m really good
friends with John because we’ve
worked not only on the show but
on two feature films. I directed
him in License to Wed co-starring
Mandy Moore and Robin Williams and Big Miracle with Drew
Barrymore. But I’d love a chance
to direct other members of the
cast on feature films; I’m really eager to work with (Jenna Fischer)
on something. I feel close to everybody in that group and I feel
particularly close to someone like
Creed (Bratton) who I knew before the show and who called me
up one day and said he needed
a job and I said, ‘Well there’s an
empty desk in the back of this office, come in and sit down.’ And
he did, and he stayed for nine
years! He was not a cast member; there was no role and he had
no lines. But I needed people to
fill the desks. And he was one of
them. Really fascinating guy; he
was a 1960s rock n’ roll performer.
SF: Missouri and St. Louis specifically is home to several people
who have worked on the Office
(Jenna Fischer, Phyllis Smith, Ellie Kemper). In that sense, does
The Office at all feel close to home
for you?
KK: Oh yeah, and for instance
when I met Jenna, I definitely
felt—even though I didn’t know
she was St. Louisan—that she was
a kindred Midwestern spirit. And
she knows that when I auditioned
her I remember very distinctly
I had the sense, ‘Gosh she really
feels like a Nerinx girl.’ And in
fact, she did go to Nerinx! When I
was at SLUH—I didn’t grow up in
St. Louis, I grew up in Belleville,
Ill.—the only girls I knew were

Teachers
to start receiving iPads next weekcell phone that does all three of
(continued from page 1)

want it.
Staff members who receive
their iPad next week will be able
to familiarize themselves with the
device outside of the pressure of
the school year.
“It’s time to learn. Some
people are interested in using
(the iPad) for summer school or
projects over the summer. Some
people just want to have time to

sit and use it, to figure out where
it fits in the work they’re doing,”
said Director of Information
Technology Jon Dickmann, who
was involved in planning the rollout of the iPads.
Teachers’ new iPads will be
in addition to the laptops they are
already issued. Dickmann noted
that most people find it easier to
use the two devices in combina-

tion, because of their different
strengths and weaknesses, and
thinks it is likely they would have
to be used in conjunction into the
future.
“I would be surprised if we
got to (the point of using only an
iPad), but at that same point, I
used to carry around a flashlight
and a cell phone and a calendar
and a planner, and now I have a

those things, so it’s certainly possible to merge many dissimilar
things into one unit. I don’t think
we’re there, but I think that time is
coming,” said Dickmann.
Principal John Moran hopes
that wide-ranging use of iPads
by teachers will serve as a starting point for a discussion on
the strengths and weaknesses of
iPads in the classroom by making

girls who were in the plays and it
seemed like for the most part they
were coming from either Ursuline
Academy or Nerinx. So that was
my entire idea: that girls came
from those two schools. So when
I met Jenna, I wasn’t sure, but I
kind of thought she really had
this Nerinx girl vibe. I didn’t have
Ellie (Kemper). She came aboard
while I was away from the show,
but I really liked working with
her. I was lucky to get a chance
to work with her as well and her
sister is a writer on the show and
she was also one of our first assistant directors, so there’s definitely
a healthy St. Louis contingent on
the show.
SF: Well thanks for talking
with me, Mr. Kwapis. Any last
thoughts?
KK: It’s so hard to get anything
on television, anything made—
especially something good. And
it’s even a rare thing when a good
show becomes popular and it’s
hard to believe the show has been
hanging in there for nearly a decade. I think you’ll see in the finale that the whole ensemble is on
top of their game. Everyone really
has done their best effort with the
finale and I really feel we go out
with a bang.
I would love to swing by the
Prep News office sometime; I was
the editor my senior year and
I worked on the paper all four
years. I think that actually Mr.
Raterman started moderating the
paper my junior year. I was definitely working on the paper when
he made his debut as moderator.
We thought he was pretty cool.
SF: I’ll make sure to give him a
shout-out. Thanks so much for
taking time out of your day to talk
with me.

teachers more familiar with them.
Moran emphasized, however,
that the iPads remain incidental
to SLUH’s success as a school.
“Good teachers, I would expect, are going to continue the
same practices they were doing
all along. Is this an instrument
that would help you? and would
it help if students also had this instrument? That’s really to me the
core question,” said Moran.
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A look at religious development at SLUH through survey, interviews
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Ad Majorem Survey
Gloriam
Craig Hannick acknowledged, even
the best-designed survey could not
hope to truly measure the community’s approach to religious matters.
In a survey run by the Prep News,
students of all years were polled and
asked questions about their religious
identity and what influence their experience at SLUH has had upon it.
Among the results, there
emerged a trend of students who entered self-identifying as practicing
Catholics seeming to start moving
away from that label. Eighty-one percent said they identified themselves
as practicing Catholics at the start of
freshman year, while around 69 percent currently identified themselves
as such.
When asked which religious label most fit them today, more than
two-thirds chose Catholic. Of the
remainder, students of other organized religions such as Protestant and
Orthodox were outnumbered by a
category of unorganized beliefs—agnostics, theists, atheists, and “spiritual
but not religious.”
Students also responded to questions about how they felt their faith
had developed since the start of their
SLUH career—whether they had become more religious, less religious,
or had not changed. Responses were
split roughly evenly into the three categories, but older students were more
likely to answer that they had become
less religious, while younger students
were more likely to answer that they
had become more so.
A similar question asked students how their religiosity had been
altered by SLUH in particular, by asking them how much they agreed or
disagreed with the statement, “SLUH
has made me a more religious person.” More than 64 percent strongly
or slightly agreed, with most of those
responses in the “slightly agree” category.

Reactions
“Who a person is from a spiritual and faith point of view is something really subtle, really hard for
many to be entirely aware of,” said
Jim Linhares, Assistant Principal for
Mission.
“So know that any time you’re
asking people for survey types of
questions, it’s only a very limited way
to get at what may be happening.”
Linhares acknowledged there
indeed appears to be a measure of
questioning and even disbelief shown
in the survey, yet was not surprised.
According to Linhares, a level of questioning and uncertainty is “not only
normal, it’s necessary. Now that may
seem odd at first, but if you’ve got a
small, rather protected, even sort of
‘because-my-family’s-into-it’ kind of
an approach to faith, that needs to
change. And change is disorienting.”
“What the Grad at Grad says is
that you’re dealing with adolescents
who are at a natural time of increasing sophistication about the way they
think, and an almost necessary period of instability, as they try to bridge a
childhood level of commitment with
an adult’s,” said Linhares.
SLUH’s response to these needs
is creating an environment intended
to help its students along in their development.
Yet Linhares believe there is
still much more to SLUH’s religious
environment, and there are different
aspects that will help different stu-

dents. “For the kids who are going
to come in with some real intellectual questions, a theology class or two
might really save them … Somebody
else might really be turned on by the
whole appeal to justice and serving
the poor out beyond school, and you
have people like Sodality of Our Lady,
and the folks who are involved with
Marian devotion, which really speaks
to them.”
Some of the effects of a SLUH
formation, Linhares believes, are not
readily visible. Said Linhares, SLUH is
“planting seeds, and you’re not going
to know how well we did until (the
students) get out to their adult years.
But we don’t want to just use that as
an excuse and just say, ‘Well, we’ll
wait until they’re adults.’”
“I think people go through different periods of searching,” said
Laughlin. “That’s not to excuse St.
Louis U. High, but it’s a little bit of me
speaking to that context of, how do
you present somebody with critical
information, but allow them to come
to a deeper sense of ownership and
experience of it.”
Laughlin mentioned a talk with
two SLUH alumni who went to a
secular university. “One of the things
they really missed about going to
school here was the pause over the
PA to pray and reflect, was to have to
go to a class Mass because the school
forced you to sit and think about
God. Unless they chose to do that at
this university, it was nonexistent.
“So I like the fact that as you guys
are becoming young adults, there’s a
framework that’s presented here, and
an opportunity and an invitation, but
it’s in an atmosphere of what I would
call the pathway to mature ownership
of a deep understanding of God and
of faith.”

A Teacher’s Role
According to both Laughlin and
Linhares, the teachers at SLUH are
critical to forming the right kind of
atmosphere.
“It’s really important that our
faculty are good at whatever discipline that they teach, but it’s equally
important who they are,” said Laughlin.
“In ways that aren’t easy to summarize and lay out as programs, the
adults in this building ought to be
modeling for (the students), ‘Here’s
what an adult person of faith looks
like, sounds like, here’s what they do,’”
said Linhares. “They should be catching a sense of depth and commitment
and involvement in a life of faith from
the adults, and that’s an awfully important way in which SLUH is serving them.”
For the last four years, SLUH
has required all new teachers to go
through a formation program called
New Ignatian Educators (NIE), which
involves teacher retreats and workshops. Theology teacher Rob Garavaglia credits this program with creating a sense of community amongst
the new teachers.
AP Physics teacher Paul Baudendistel finds a deep spiritual side
to his work. “I think (faith) provides
context for everything, and I think
it provides a motivation for everything. I don’t think there’s a reason
to study science beyond how it forms
our faith,” said Baudendistel. “We’re
grounded in this faith tradition, and
ultimately I think every course at a
Jesuit school should address that.
Maybe not explicitly, for weeks on
end, but there should be some degree
of ‘what is the point of all this?’”

Every year, Baudendistel asks
students to write a reflection on the
relationship between faith and science, and said that for the most part,
“based on these reflections that they
write, St. Louis U. High students certainly believe in God, and a higher
power.”
However, Baudendistel says, “It’s
appropriate that adolescents are questioning their belief in religion, in science. That’s what you’re supposed to
do. Learning isn’t assimilation of stuff
that people are telling you. Learning
is formulating these ideas for yourself.”
Math teacher and campus minister Nick Ehlman described the impact that teachers could have on their
students through their examples.
Said Ehlman, “(I) go do weekly
tutoring, and my classes know that I
do that because I’m not in my office
on those days, and sometimes when
I know we need extra tutors, I’ll invite my classes … Even if they don’t
go with me, they look at me and …
maybe they do see, ‘why is he doing
this, why is he encouraging us to go
tutor?’”

A Jesuit Education
Students of SLUH had plenty to
say about the effect that SLUH had on
their religious formation. One of the
experiences that came through as incredibly important was SLUH’s mandatory theology classes.
“SLUH’s theology classes in general allow for free thought, which I
think is a bold move on their part,”
said senior Augie John, who cited
them as a key reason for his becoming
a stronger Catholic. “They’re a Catholic school, they’re supposed to teach
Catholic philosophy, but … they let
you search for your own. They teach
you to search for your own faith instead of putting one faith on you.”
To senior and pastoral representative Sam Wilhelm, theology classes
“were obviously my most interesting
classes … seeing the joy that I got out
of learning the lessons and studying theology and the strive I had for
knowledge in those courses I chose, I
wanted to study theology in college.”
To junior Joe Ponzillo, who selfidentifies as an agnostic, the courses
turned him off to religion. “I would
never have read about the problem of
evil, or many paradoxes, if I had never
encountered them. In fact, I might
even go so far as to say that without
SLUH theology, I don’t think I would
have ever questioned belief in God on
my own,” said Ponzillo by e-mail.
Sophomore Garret Fox said that
he enjoyed exploring and interpreting
the Old Testament in freshmen theology, but was ambivalent about the
second semester sophomore course,
Theology of the Body, which deals
with Catholic sexual morality. “I feel
like I’m being a little bit hypnotized,
like, this is what the Catholic Church
believes … and then we’re going to
give you all of our viewpoints and
not give you anyone else’s, to make it
seem like our viewpoints are the best
and that you should follow them,”
said Fox.
“I think the formational experiences that we offer, there’s a rich, spiritually intense, intellectually rigorous,
and any experience like that is going
to get students either to say, ‘How do
I respond to this, am I drawn, or am
I pushed back?’” said English teacher
Chuck Hussung. “And those experiences in and of themselves may have a
untold effects, causing some students
to think, ‘That’s not for me, not any
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more,’ and for other students, to draw
them in. I think junior theology takes
some of these questions and makes
them explicit and asks students to
think them through. I suspect that is
one of those experiences.”
The retreats that SLUH offers
and, for underclassmen, requires,
have a similar dominance in the testimonies of the students.
Challenges to faith, as seen by
the students and teachers at SLUH,
are broad and varied. Garavaglia cited
the stress and busyness of SLUH work
in addition to a secular culture with
little place for a deep faith, Linhares
mentioned the constant distraction
and lack of silence personal electronics offer, and Baudendistel addressed
the cultural perception of a war between reason and faith.
As far as the atmosphere of acceptance of religious views within
SLUH, responses varied. Sophomore
Rick Garner said by e-mail, “I guess
for me the biggest challenge was
overcoming the, I wouldn’t call it peer
pressure, but the unspoken sort of
requirement to fit in, it’s not to stand
out as the Jesus freak.”
“I am openly atheistic because
I respect my peers and my teachers,”
said Ponzillo. “I have been met with
people respecting my views, and I
have been met with deep criticism by
a select few. All and all, I would say
people have been fairly accepting of

me.”

Did you identify yourself as a practicing Catholic when you began
your freshman year?

Do you identify yourself as a practicing Catholic now?

Junior Brian Luczak said by
e-mail, “I feel like SLUH’s ability
to accommodate those with different beliefs all depends on the theology teacher,” while fellow junior Matt
Whalen wrote, “I think whatever
your religion or belief system, SLUH
is a great place to help you grow more
fully.”
Junior
Steve
Baumgartner
founded SLUH’s Philosophical Debates Club and identifies as an agnostic atheist. By e-mail, he said that
among the students he knows, “No
one talks about Jesus that much. It’s
just not a hot topic. The people that
I hang out with just have learned to
either accept the differences between
us, or they’re apathetic about the fact
I’m not a religious person.”
Overall, Hussung believes that
the body of SLUH is more religious
than when he first came to teach here
25 years ago. “Certainly, the school
has a much richer offering for students to get interested in working on
their faith in high school,” said Hussung. “We have lots more to offer
those students than we had 25 years
ago. But I don’t just think it’s just that
we’re offering them more. I do feel
that this ultimate debate that I see is
not so much unique to us, it’s partly
the times, that those students in this
city are maybe being more open to
faith than they were 25 years ago.”

Freshmen

65.8%

72.1%

Sophomore

90.7%

82.2%
Junior

81.8%

56.8%
Senior

86.7%

60.0%
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- Accepted
Vol-

Joe Archer – University of Dallas: Academic
Michael Armbruster – Bright Flight

Zach Haegele – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit, Bright
Flight

David Arrendondo – Texas A&M University Army ROTC Scholarship

Jack Halbert – University of Arizona: Academic, Talent

David Ayeke – Washington University: Academic, Bright Flight
Jonathan Bartolone – Bright Flight
Tom Beckmann – Lewis University: Academic, Athletic
Ryan Behrndt – Xavier University: Academic, Jesuit, Leadership,
Service
Brendan Bement – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit, Bright
Flight
Chase Berger – Pennsylvania State University: Athletic
Joshua Bergman – University of Tulsa: Academic

Joe Hancock – University of Dayton: Academic
Tommy Hayek – Creighton University: Academic, Jesuit
Connor Hellman – University of Dayton: Academic
Alden Henderson – Texas Christian University: Academic
Lucas Hernandez – University of Dayton: Academic
Anthony Heumann – University of Mississippi: Academic
Dylan Hewlett – University of Missouri-Columbia: Academic
Matt Hinkebein – Southern Methodist University: Academic
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Mark Messmer – St. Louis University: Academic, Service
Mike Michler – University of Missouri-Columbia: Academic
Ben Modde – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit, Bright Flight
Will Morris – Savannah College of Art and Design: Academic
Patrick Mulligan – Lindenwood University: Academic, Athletic
Maurice Murray – Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship
Joel Ocampo – Bright Flight
Lucas Paino – University of Missouri-Columbia: Academic
Harry Parker – Bright Flight
Adam Patton – University of Missouri-Columbia: Academic
Collin Pratt – Boston College Army ROTC Scholarship

Nsilo Berry – Drexel University: Academic

Zach Hoffman – DePauw University: Academic, Leadership,
Service

John Puricelli – Quinnipiac University: Academic

Sam Bieg – University of Missouri-Kansas City: Academic

Jimmy Hoffmann – Trinity University: Academic

Daniel Boyce – University of Tulsa: Academic

Andrew Quinn – DePauw University: Academic, Leadership,
Service

Matt Horas – Drake University: Academic

David Boyce – University of Tulsa: Academic

Jakob Horner – Marquette University: Academic, Jesuit

Kevin Brennan – Rockhurst University: Academic, Jesuit

Jack Hovater – Case Western Reserve University: Academic

Tony Bright – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit, Leadership,
Service, Bright Flight

Greg Huggins – Rockhurst University: Academic, Jesuit, Bright
Flight

Luke Brooks – University of Tulsa: Academic

Peter Hummel – Rockhurst University: Academic, Jesuit, Leadership, Service, Bright Flight

Jacob Brotherton – Rockhurst University: Academic, Jesuit
Will Bruns – Bright Flight
Danny Buehler – Southern Methodist University: Academic
Aaron Buettner – Maryville University: Academic

Nick Hunsaker – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit, Bright
Flight
Ryan Hurston – DePauw University: Academic, Leadership, Service

Matt Raeber – Xavier University: Academic, Jesuit, Leadership,
National Merit (Insperity Services) Scholarship, Jack Krings Service Scholarship
Matt Rechtien – University of Tulsa: Academic, National Merit
Andy Riek – Truman State University: Academic, Athletic, Missouri Society of Certified Public Accountants
Jim Riley – Purdue University: Academic
Matt Rudolf – Webster University: Academic, Talent
Joe Rund – University of Alabama-Birmingham: Academic
Jackson Russo – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit, Bright
Flight, National Merit

Joji Cabonce – Truman State University: Academic

Ben Hutchison – Rockhurst University: Academic, Athletic, Jesuit

Jack Schultz – University of Dayton: Academic

Sean Campbell – University of Notre Dame: Academic, Notre
Dame Club of St. Louis

Augie John – Rhodes College: Academic

John Schulz – University of Tulsa: Academic

Teddy Jones – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit

Justin Seaton – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit, Bright
Flight

Darrian Castro – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit
David Chisholm – Midwestern State University: Academic
Sam Chott – University of Tulsa: Academic, National Merit

Nick Keeven – Bright Flight
Ryan Kennedy – University of Nebraska: Academic

Brendan Clark – University of Notre Dame: Academic

Nick Kimble – Loyola University-Chicago: Academic, Jesuit,
Service

Matt Clohisy – Bright Flight

John Kissel – Marquette University: Academic, Jesuit, Service

Kieran Connolly – Grinnell College: Academic

Nick Kocisak – Drake University: Academic

Lorenzo Crim – Illinois Department of Children & Family Services

Nick Koors – University of Missouri: Academic

Tom Critchfield – University of Dayton: Academic
Tommy Croghan – University of Dayton: Academic
Brian Curran – Benedictine College: Academic, Knights of Columbus Scholarship
Clark DeWoskin – Vanderbilt University: Academic, National
Merit
Drew Donze – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit, Bright
Flight
Brian Dugan – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit, Bright
Flight
Joe Essig – Carnegie Mellon University: Academic
Sam Farrell – Indiana University: Academic
Joey Fisher – DePauw University: Academic, Leadership, Service
Andrew Garcia – Bright Flight

Kyle Krause – University of Dayton: Academic
Joe Kreienkamp – Creighton University: Academic, Jesuit
Tom Laughlin – Creighton University: Academic, Jesuit
John Lawder – Xavier University: Academic, Jesuit, Leadership,
Service
Kyle Lehmann – University of Missouri-Columbia: Academic,
Bright Flight
Matt Lynas – Loyola Marymount University: Academic
Nathan Mackey – University of Tulsa: Academic
Alex Mackin – Denison University: Academic
Luke Mammen – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit, Bright
Flight
Reid Marshall – University of Southern California: Academic, St.
Louis Municipal Bond Club Clark Cox Scholarship

Mitch Shaw – University of Tulsa: Academic
Parker Shumate – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit, Bright
Flight
Justin Sinay – University of Iowa: Academic
Austin Smith – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit, Bright
Flight
Owen Smith – Missouri University of Science and Technology:
Academic, Bright Flight
Luke Sperkowski – Bright Flight
Mitchell Starrs – University of Kansas: Academic
Matt Steurer – Santa Clara University: Academic, Jesuit
Brian Suhre – Indiana University: Academic
Alex Tackes – University of Kansas: Academic
Paul Tahan – Rockhust University: Academic, Jesuit, Bright
Flight
Alex Tarter – Creighton Unviersity: Academic, Jesuit, Leadership, National Merit
Teddy Thorpe – University of Arkansas: Academic
Ryan Trenter – University of Missouri-Columbia Air Force
ROTC Scholarship
Andrew Trinh – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit
Joe Vicini – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit

Gabriel Garcia – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit

Robert Martineau – Loyola University-Chicago: Academic, Jesuit

Neil Gaynor – University of Arizona: Academic, National Merit

Kyle Martino – Truman State University: Academic, Leadership

Nick Geiser – Fordham University: Academic, National Merit

Alex Martinosky – Missouri University of science & Technology:
Academic, Bright Flight

Nick Walters – Miami University-Ohio: Academic

Richie Mayer – Creighton University: Academic, Jesuit

Kenneth Warner – Pepperdine University: Academic

Elliot McCandless – University of Alabama: Academic,
Leadership, Service

John Webb – Bright Flight

Blake Gibson – Case Western Reserve University: Academic
Jordan Gibson – Case Western Reserve University: Academic,
Vantage Credit Union Question for Education Scholarship
Blake Gonzalez – University of Alabama-Birmingham: Academic
Michael Grassi – University of Missouri-Columbia: Academic

John McCann – Bright Flight
Scott McCartney – Miami University-Ohio: Academic

Kyle Vogt – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit, Bright Flight
Jack Walsh – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit

John Wilhelm – Bright Flight
Nick Williams – Bright Flight

Ben McCoy – University of Minnesota: Academic

Paul Winkelmann – University of Missouri-Columbia: Academic

Brendan McDermott – University of Missouri-Columbia: Academic, Bright Flight

John Woeltje – Fordham University: Academic, Jesuit, Leadership, Service, National Merit

J.J. Guenther – Truman State University: Academic, Athletic

Ryan McGrail – University of Notre Dame: Academic, Notre
Dame Club of St. Louis

Nick Wottowa – Valparaiso University: Academic

Cole Guignon – University of Dayton: Academic

Justin McManemin – Bright Flight

Sam Hack – University of Mississippi: Academic

Tyler McNeil – Quincy University: Academic

Thomas Graves – Truman State University: Academic
Zach Greiner – Xavier University: Academic, Jesuit
Alex Greubel – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit, Leadership, Service, Bright Flight

Prince Yakubu – St. Joseph’s University: Academic, Jesuit
Andrew Zeiss – St. Louis University: Academic, Jesuit, Bright
Flight
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Letterman, literary pirates, and copyright: a Prep News origin story

9

photos | 1988 Dauphin Yearbook

BY Jacob
STAFF

Hilmes

B

ack in the days when organized shenanigans meant
more than sticky hands on hallway ceilings, 68 St. Louis U. High
students gathered on August 28,
1987 for a “First Ever Hal Gurnee
Day.” Little did these Jr. Bills know
that a chain of events was to follow that would end with the Prep
News’s establishment of its very
own copyright.
In its 1982-1993 run on
NBC, Late Night with David Letterman included a variety of gags,
guests, and running jokes, but
one particular segment caught
the attention of Mark Gunn ’89
and Mike Hamtil ’89. Letterman’s
“What’s Hal Wearing?” segment
of the show would momentarily
turn the camera to the nightly talk
show’s producer Hal Gurnee, who
without fail would be outfitted in
the usual blue shirt, tan chinos,
and brown loafers.
After meeting up with 66
other students, Gunn and Hamtil
held SLUH’s “Hal Gurnee Day.”
The group was photographed
on Friday, August 28, and junior
Mike Flynn sent a letter containing the photo to Gurnee. Two
weeks later, Flynn received a delighted call from Gurnee himself,
who remarked that Letterman
was thrilled with the photo, featuring it on a Tuesday, Sept. 15
show. (See Volume 52, Issue 4 for
more info.)
However, almost no SLUH
student could have foreseen what
happened next.
“At some point after that,
there was a publication that had
been popular—it had been targeted at high school students in the
1950s and ’60s—and it was called
Prom Magazine,” said Prep News

Prep News Editors of 1988: (left to right) Brian Walsh, Mark Essig, Mike
Downey, and Beau Roy.

editor Brian Walsh, ’88.
Prom Magazine published
local articles as a teen magazine
written by students from 1947
to 1973, and included prom and
dance photos, sports reports, and
any other newsworthy school
events.
“It had been out of business for a number of years, but
the publisher decided to give it
another try in the late ’80s,” said
Walsh. “So, an edition of (the
newly-named Varsity News) magazine came out, and it included
the story from the Prep News.”
“On a basic level, we saw the
injustice of what that publication
was doing in taking our work and
presenting it as its own, probably
for profit, and we guessed that if
the magazine was doing to us, it
was doing the same to other high
school newspapers. That was
wrong, and it needed to end,” said
former Prep News moderator Jim
Raterman.
Of course, SLUH had collaborated with other local papers
before. Members of the Prep News

Friday, May 17
AP
Snack—Cinnamon Rolls
Lacrosse Playoff Game
Lunch Special Gerbers
Healthy Shrimp

Schedule R

Lunch

Tuesday, May 21
V Baseball Sectional
Lacrosse Semifinal

Schedule R

Thursday, May 23

Exam Schedule

Lacrosse State Championship
V Track State Championships
V Tennis State Tournament
8am
Book Buy Back

Wednesday, August 14

Monday, August 5

Thursday, August 15

Direction Days (through August 8)

New Teacher Orientation (through August 9)

Mass Schedule
First Day of School
9:3pm All School Mass – Feast of the Assumption

Friday, August 16
AP

Sunday, August 18

V Track State Championship
V Tennis State Tournament
5pm
Graduation Mass and Dinner

Monday, August 19

Sunday, May 26
1pm

Graduation

Kairos Retreat (through May 31)
10am Final Grades Due

Thursday, May 30

12pm
AP

KEEN
Senior Retreat Signup Day

Tuesday, August 20
2pm

Schedule R

NHA 1st Quarter Meeting

Saturday, May 25

Tuesday, May 28
Exam Schedule

Back to School Faculty Party

Senior Advisor Retreat
12pm KEEN

8pm

Half Day

Tuesday, August 13

Summer Reading Tests
Picture Day – Formal Attire
Freshman Orientation
Class Meetings

Tuesday, August 6

Exam Schedule

Friday, May 24

Fall Sports Begin
Faculty In-Service (through August 13)

Sunday, August 4

Wednesday, May 22
V Baseball State Quarterfinal
V Tennis State Tournament

Monday, August 12

Direction Days (through August 8)

Senior Advisor Retreat

9:30am Water Polo Banquet
12pm KEEN

was terrific for morale.”
Although Brian Walsh himself is not specifically a copyright
lawyer, he can provide some insight on the process.
“We had to send copies of the
actual Prep News editions to the
Library of Congress, and I think if
we were to strictly follow the process and have a registered copyright in every edition, we would
have been required to send a copy
every week to the Library of Congress,” said Walsh.
The Prep News continues
to brandish its copyright today
although not all issues are registered.

Monday, June 24

Saturday August 3

Sunday, May 19

Sophomore Bonus Reading Test
Snack—Surprise
Special Chinese Special
Healthy Fried Rice

worked and what our recourse
was if somebody were to do
something like that again,” said
Brian Walsh.
After exploring copyright options with the help of Tom Walsh,
’58, the Prep News staff registered
several issues under the copyright.
“We certainly had a sense of
purpose as SLUH’s weekly newspaper before this incident—it
takes a lot of resolve to meet
deadlines every week—but knowing that we had copyright protection intensified that purpose and
gave what we were doing even
more value,” said Raterman. “It

Athletic Dead Period (through July 7)

V Baseball District Tournament
V Track Sectional Championship
V Tennis Team Sectionals

AP

A letter from Hal Gurnee responding to Michael Flynn and the junior
class’s first-ever “Hal Gurnee Day.”

Saturday, June 29

Saturday, May 18

Monday, May 20

worked cooperatively with PostDispatch’s ‘Suburban Journals’
segments, which turned selected
pages over to high school students
and their articles.
However, when the Letterman article was submitted to the
Suburban Journals, proper credit
was given. This was not the case
for the Varsity News.
“I think the publisher, when
he brought it back to life, either
tried to get it into schools or
distribute it near schools. And
a number of people found them
and said, ‘Hey, this looks kind of
familiar,’” said Walsh.
After investigation, Brian’s
father Tom Walsh, a lawyer at
the time, sent a letter to the Varsity News questioning their use of
SLUH’s article. Although the rival
paper agreed not to further pirate
Prep News articles, Walsh and the
rest of the staff still faced a problem.
“That caused us and our
moderator, Mr. Raterman, to realize that we weren’t really sure
how the whole copyright system

Schedule R

Schedule R

Mass Schedule

Summer Book Discussions

Wednesday, August 21
Back to School Night

Schedule R

V Baseball State Championship (through June 1)

Thursday, August 22

Schedule R

Thursday, August 8

Friday, August 23

Schedule R

Industrial Council (through August 9)

7pm

Back to School Mixer

10

Prep News
Volume 77, Issue 29

TOP TEN

May 17, 2013

Top Ten News Stories 2012-2013
BY John Webb and Adam
Thorp

EDITOR IN CHIEF, NEWS EDITOR

Editor’s Note: we chose the
following ten news stories,
listed chronologically by the
date they first appeared, as
the most significant events
we’ve reported on this year.
August 24, 2012: 12 iPads
given to teachers, will test
their educational potential

12 teachers were given iPads at
the beginning of this year as part
of a trial run to help determine
the tablet’s future at SLUH. While
some reviews to the technology were mixed, iPads were a
prominent topic this year with
three teachers attending the iPad
Summit Conference in Boston
and a survey determining student
stance on technology, leading up
to the decision for teachers to be
given iPads for the next school
year.

October 12, 2012: ACES
discussion focuses on East
St. Louis

In a series of disccusions
throughout the year, the Association for Cultural Enrichment at
SLUH (ACES) looked at East St.
Louis stereotypes and attitudes
from this side of the Mississippi.
The presentation followed up on
a previous discussion on segregation in St. Louis with hopes to
continue discussion on diversity
at SLUH and around the St. Louis
area.

October 25, 2012: SLUH
holds mock elections

Despite the cancellation of the
quadrennial Issues Day, a school
wide online poll run by the Pearson Foundation sent out to SLUH
students showed that 49.7% of
students voted for Republican
candidate Mitt Romney, 40.3%
for President Barack Obama,
6.7% for Constitution candidate
Virgil Goode, and 3.2% for Libertarian Gary Johnson. 47.8% of
students voted for Republican
candidate Dave Spence for governor, 45.3% voted for Republican
House candidate Robyn Hamlin,
and 47.4% voted for Democratic
Senator Claire McCaskill.

December 14, 2012: Prep
News poll surveys student
study drug use

In an anonymous Prep News
survey, 12 percent of seniors
reported using “study drugs”
at least once and 54 percent of
seniors reported knowing someone who had used study drugs.
A “study drug” is defined as any
prescription medication that is
used without a prescription or,
in the case of a student with a
prescription, in larger doses than
prescribed to enhance a student’s
learning abilities. Common study
drugs such as Adderral and Ritalin are listed as Class II controlled
substances by the Drug Enforce-

ment Agency. In an interesting
split, 70 percent of freshmen
but only 33 percent of seniors
thought that using study drugs
was academically dishonest.

February 14, 2013: Krausz,
Newsham, and Harris
advance in Teen Talent
competition as field winnows from 153 to 38
Juniors Sam Krausz, Gabe
Newsham, and Kevin Harris
participated in the St. Louis Teen
Talent competition hosted by
the Fox Performing Arts Charitable Foundation. Krausz, who
played a Billy Joel Medley, and
Newsham, who played the piano
and whistled “La Vie En Rose,”
both made it to the final 12 and
performed at the Fox Theater.
Krausz said that he hoped to
enter the competition again next
year.

March 1, 2013: The Society
of Jesus plans for future at
SLUH and beyond

When theology teacher Carl
Heumann, S.J., started as a student at SLUH in 1973, there were
5,000 Jesuits in the United States,
but now the number is half of
that. This feature examined how
SLUH has been preparing for this
change and how it will retain its
Jesuit identity without as many
Jesuits in the building. Assistant Principal for Mission Jim
Linhares said that SLUH’s Jesuit
identity wouldn’t be going away
anytime soon.

March 1, 2013: SLUH prepared for trend of declining Catholic high school
enrollment

After it was revealed that St.
Elizabeth’s Academy would close
next year, the Prep News examined how SLUH had dealt with
declining high school enrollment. Laughlin noted the focus
on drawing from parish schools,
while still expanding to others
with an increase in radio and
print ads as well as recruiting
events. Laughlin also noted that
the most prominent aspect to
SLUH’s enrollment numbers is
the educational reputation of the
school.

March 8, 2013: Nike at
SLUH: Coaches say pervasive market presence
makes sweatshop-made
products hard to shake

After a Mission Week visit but
social justice advocate Jim Keady,
the Prep News examined how
SLUH’s athletic teams chose their
apparel. Athletic Director Dick
Wehner noted that fair trade
sportswear isn’t readily available.
Head soccer coach Charlie Martel said that he normally bought
whatever looked the best but
that he would be willing to come
together and talk about how they

bought athletic products. Head
football coach Gary Kornfeld
said that he would inquire about
fair trade items.

April 26, 2013: SLUH
Confessions takes on a life
of its own

A Facebook page in which people
could post “wild, funny, and
disturbing stories” anonymously
about SLUH began in early
March. English teacher Mark

Cummings said that he was fine
with 90 percent of the submissions but that he didn’t enjoy the
ten percent of posts that were
either sexually inappropriate or
were comments about teachers.
Assistant Principal for Student
Life Brock Kesterson said that the
administrator of the social networking site remains unknown.

May 10, 2013: After 45
years, Busenhart to shift to

part time

Chemistry teacher Charlie
Busenhart stepped down to teach
part time after 45 years in the
science department. In addition to founding the accelerated
chemistry curriculum and AP
Chemistry course, he coached
water polo for over 30 years
and helped found the hockey
program that he coached for 41
years. Next year, Busenhart will
teach two sections of Accelerated
Chemistry.

TOP TEN

May 17, 2013

water color | Paul Fister

Prep News
Volume 77, Issue 29

11

Top Ten Sports Stories 20122013
BY Brian Dugan, Clark DeWoskin, and Will Smith
sports editors, staff

school team and in the process
taking three returning starters
from SLUH’s back line.

1. Lordo’s touch: at long 6. Cadets march to the
last, SLUH captures drum of Jr. Bills for the
Challenge Cup state ti- first time since ’07
tle; first State win in pro- The St. Louis U. High basketball
gram’s 42 years. (Issue team won its first contest against
CBC in three years, 63-47. This
21)
season was also SLUH’s first MCC
St. Louis U. High’s hockey team
won its first state title in its 41
years of existence against rival CBC on March 4. It was the
team’s first year under head coach
Kevin Fitzpatrick after the departure of long-time coach Charlie
Busenhart. Senior Stephen Lordo
scored in overtime to clinch the
2-1 victory.

2. Cross country takes
State, first championship
for Porter (Issue 11)

St. Louis U. High beat rival Kansas City school Blue Springs to
win its first State championship
under coach Joe Porter. All of
SLUH’s competitors were able
to finish towards the front of the
pack, led by senior Matt Nicholson. SLUH finished a mere three
points ahead of Blue Springs to
win the championship.

win in three years and its first
season with multiple MCC wins
in five years. SLUH finished the
season with a winning record of
15-13.

7. Racquetball nets nationals

Racquetball won its third consecutive National boys’ title and
its seventh overall title. Led by
seniors AJ Cirillo and Lorenzo
Crim, the team won games when
they needed to as the title came
down to less than 50 points. Juniors Thomas Riganti, Alex Burbee, Jacob Abrahamian, Drew
Bollinger, and Drew Ferguson
look to win the national title
next year to give them an undefeated record in Nationals while
at SLUH.

8. Wingo shines, leads
3. Water Polo State football to record-tying
win over Vianney (Issue
Champions (Issue 29)
The St. Louis U. High water polo 5); football finishes upteam was able to come away with and-down season with
a win and a State championship
loss to Ritenour (Issue
even though the game had been
tied 10-10 in the last minute of 10)
the game thanks to a game-winning goal from junior Victor Castro. This win secured the team’s
16th state championship in the
history of the program and sixth
for coach Paul Baudendistel.

On Sept. 14, junior Raymond
Wingo ran for 312 yards and
scored six touchdowns in a 6935 victory for St. Louis U. High.
Wingo tied SLUH’s single-game
touchdown record set by his
brother Ronnie in 2008. In the
last game of the season against Ritenour, Wingo ran for 155 yards
and had one touchdown on 21 attempts.

4. Soccer stuns topranked Chaminade, defeats CBC to win CYC
Tourney (Issue 6); heartbreaking loss to Chami- 9. Baseball to Districts
nade in Districts ends for 23rd straight season
This past Tuesday, the St. Louis U.
Soccerbills’ season (Issue High baseball team captured its
11)
23rd straight district title. Senior
St. Louis U. High upset the second-ranked team in the nation,
Chaminade, in the CYC Tournament with a 3-1 victory. SLUH
then went on to defeat CBC and
win the tournament. The team
dropped a 2-1 District final contest to Chaminade on Nov. 3 to
finish the season 12-9-7.

5. Soccer Academy takes
talent (Issue 2)

St. Louis Scott Gallagher extended its season from eight to ten
months, forcing many St. Louis U.
High players to choose between
the Academy and their high

ace Brian Howard went nine innings and threw only 84 pitches
in the 2-1 victory.

10. SLUH hockey double
dips as inline takes State

The St. Louis U. High inline hockey team followed in the footsteps
of the ice hockey team, beating
Seckman to win the State championship 9-8. The inline team relied on seniors Chase Berger, Cole
Tarlas, Scott McCartney, and Joe
Walsh to set the tone for the club
and propel it to its success this
season.
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C Lacrosse finishes strong

BY Jack Sinay
REPORTER

C

-team lacrosse rounded out
a 10-3 season last Thursday with a 13-1 victory against a
strong Lafayette team.
Freshman midfielder Ian
Hurford said, “It was a great way
to finish out our season.”
The season included wins
against a dominant DeSmet team,
a talented CBC squad, MCC rival
Vianney, and a third place consolation bracket finish in the CBC
tournament.
“Near the beginning of the
year, we were sort of discovering
each others’ skills, seeing who was
better at something, and then we
started to merge together as the
season went on,” freshman defenseman Jeremy Konzen said.
The team’s season started off
a bit sour with a 5-3 loss to bitter
rival DeSmet. Konzen described
this loss as one of the team’s worst
when asked about highs and lows
of the season. He deemed it as “a
real heartbreak for the team.”
However, SLUH responded
well and went on to beat CBC,
O’Fallon, and Vianney before a
series of rainouts.
After these rainouts, the
squad came up cold against a
vengeful CBC, dropping its second game of the season by a score
of 5-2. They then went on another
winning streak in which they beat
Eureka, Parkway West, Vianney,
and won the Father Marco Cup
against DeSmet 11-4. Many of
the players marked winning the
Father Marco Cup as the season’s
high point.
After another rainout fol-

lowed by their third loss of the
season versus Chaminade the
team went into the CBC Tournament for a busy two days, facing
CBC, DeSmet, Chaminade, Vianney, Cathedral (from Indianapolis, Indiana), and Ladue. SLUH,
still bogged down from the painful Chaminade loss, only beat Vianney and Cathedral.
Freshman midfielder Zach
Hollander, a midfielder commented, “The beginning of the CBC
tournament was very rough, but
I think we brought it at the end
of the day on Sunday ... We ended the season with the two best
games we’ve ever played.”
Head coach John Yoon told
the Prep News that this year’s team
was different compared to teams
in the past.
He explained, “We didn’t really have a go-to-guy, so we relied
on a lot of different people when
the game was on the line.”
Konzen explained, “We really
used everybody on the team ... We
were all about the same playing
time.” The team’s top scorers on
the year, who were both on attack,
were Patrick Flood and Patrick
Durney.
This year was also the final
year for Yoon. After five years of
fervent work for the program, he
will be moving to Omaha, Neb. to
pursue his residency for his medical degree.
Hollander said, “Coach Yoon
brought a lot of great things to this
program and it’s kind of a shame
that he’s leaving, but hopefully the
new guy can come through with a
good season next year.”
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JV Water Polo ends undefeated season
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Sophomore Michael Kennedy shoots in the championship game against Lafayette. SLUH won 8-6.
BY Jack Godar
CORE STAFF

T

his season, the JV water polo
team stayed as perfect as varsity head coach Paul Baudendistel’s hair, with an 18-0 record and
a State championship to boot.
The JV team’s success showcases the immense depth of the
water polo program, which also
won the varsity State championship. However, the undefeated
season was not handed to the
team on a silver platter. They had
to fight for it.

“We had a really strong season,” freshman Tim Nile said.
“We had some rough patches,
but we never lost a game, and we
brought home a championship.”
In the championship, the
Speedobills started slow, but
picked up the pace in the second
half.
“The first half of the game,
they kept it close,” Nile said. “In
the second half, we locked it
down on defense and scored a lot
of goals.”
Sophomore Peter Brooks led
the team in goals with 30 goals,

JV Lax unsatisfied with fourth at State
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

JV Inline stumbles in league
BY Gabe Joy
REPORTER

T

he JV inline hockey team
ended the year in tenth place
in the league. Sophomore Ryan
Esker led the team in points with
16, followed by freshmen George
Baldas and sophomore Blake McCartney, both with 14 points.
“Guys played very well individually,” said head coach Tim
O’Neil. He added that they
showed great improvement in individual play over the course of
the season.
If the team is able to improve
at this rate, says O’Neil, it will be
much better next year. He also
said that some players will be able
to be permanently placed on the
varsity team next year.
O’Neil says that the JV team
was in a difficult position because

a lot of the players were moved up
to varsity.
“We want the JV players to
have a good time and to have a
good experience. We want guys
to develop on the JV level. At the
end of the day we’re not worried
whether they have a good record
or not, we’re trying to build them
up to the varsity level,” O’Neil
said.
O’Neil said that there was
some tough competition in the
league. It made things tough for
the JV team in the playoffs. They
lost their first game of the playoff tournament 9-2 to Marquette.
SLUH’s scorers in the game were
senior John McCann and sophomore Pat Windler scored SLUH’s
two goals. The team’s final record
was 3-11, including one overtime
loss to Francis Howell Central.

Farewell, Mr. Raterman!

and tied for the team lead for assists with 15. Sophomore Eric
Caselton tallied an additional 25
goals. Other key players on the
team were sophomores Franklin
Rosario and Michael Kennedy.
Freshman Chris Kreienkamp
said that the team, which was
coached by advancement associate John Penilla, continued to improve throughout the year.
“I’m proud of how our team
has developed through the year,”
said Kreienkamp.

Junior Matt Brady moves the ball forward in a game against CBC.
BY Marty
REPORTER

Johnson

T

he St. Louis U. High JV lacrosse team ended its season
with a fourth place finish Saturday in the JV State Lacrosse Tournament at Parkway Central. The
Jr. Bills finished with a record of
13-6-1. Although the team finished seven games over .500, they
were still unsatisfied with how the

season ended.
“I thought the season went
well, but we definitely didn’t reach
our potential,” said sophomore
midfielder Mason Ryan said.
“We didn’t win, which was
our goal,” sophomore attack Steven Roth said.
The Jr. Bills started the tournament well, with wins over Fort
Zumwalt and conference rival

CBC.
“We played with pretty good
intensity and communication the
first two games,” Ryan said.
But the in the semifinals, the
Jr. Bills faced the Priory Rebels,
who had beaten the Jr. Bills earlier in the season 9-1. The team
couldn’t find a way to break
through Priory, once again losing
9-1.
“They are a pretty good team,
and we came out slow in the beginning,“ Ryan said.
“They played better than us,”
Roth said.
But the Jr. Bills weren’t the
only ones stumped by the Rebels.
Priory went on to run the table to
capture the State crown.
Worn down from their games
earlier in the day, the Jr. Bills were
unable to capture third place, losing to MICDS 6-4 in the consolation bracket.
“We played a good game, but
we got a lot of penalties early that
slowed us down,” Ryan said.

B Baseball rounds out season at 14-5
BY Dominic Himich and Joe
Godar
REPORTERS

After 40 years of teaching junior English (the last two years parttime), Jim Raterman is retiring. Thanks to Raterman, the Prep
News is a weekly paper, the parade is canceled this Sunday, and
countless faculty and students have had their days brightened by
his peerless optimism and kindness. We want to thank Mr. Raterman for his dedicated service to the Prep News and St. Louis
U. High, and we fondly remind him to “Jump!”

I

n a year marked by weird
weather and rain, the B bseball
team scratched out a solid record
of 14-5.
The team’s wins included a
sweep of the season series with
DeSmet and Chaminade and winning all their games in the Seckman Tournament.

Young players were key to the
team’s success. The team saw huge
contributions from freshmen like
Truman Stephens and Charlie
Soffner. Other key players were
sophomores Nathan Schweppe
and Ryan Krippene.
Sophomore catcher Zach
Crenshaw said he was pleased
with the team’s performance as a
whole, although there is still some
work to be done going into next

year.
“We played really hard in all
of our games, we had some tough
losses, but a lot of good wins. All
in all I think it was a really good
season,” Crenshaw said. “The little
stuff I think is what we really need
to improve on, just pay attention
to detail and a little more energy
would be good.”
—additional reporting contributed
by Jack Godar

SPORTS

May 17, 2013

Prep News
Volume 77, Issue 29

Seniors Groesch, Nicolson lead track to second at Districts
BY Michael
REPORTER

Sit

T

he St. Louis U. High’s track
and field team competed in
the class four Districts on Saturday May 11, and had numerous
athletes reserve a spot at track and
field Sectionals.
Jumping at six feet in the high
jump, junior Alex Piening placed
a smooth fourth place advancing to Sectionals. Despite barely
missing the cutoff for triple-jump
Sectionals, senior jumps captain
Prince Yakubu qualified for the
Sectionals long jump by setting
himself a new nifty personal record of more than 20 feet, and
placing third.
Piening said, “Anything less
than a championship is unacceptable.
Despite the less-than advantageous wind, junior pole vaulter
Alex Peraud fulfilled his goal of
“taming the beast.” Peraud took
third, matching his stubborn personal record of 12 feet 6 inches.
With a smile on his face, Peraud said, “Sectionals has a tough
line-up, but there’s a good chance
of qualifying if I clear 13 feet. It’s
time to go full-tilt boogie.”
SLUH’s distance team flew to
new heights at Districts as well.
The 4x800 meter dream team

glided in at a hasty 8 minutes and
4 seconds and clinched first place.
“They’re (the 4x800 team)
right up there with the fastest
times in the State, so I’m looking
forward to seeing them run this
weekend,” senior distance captain
Matt Nicholson said.
The dream team comprised
of juniors John Esswein and Michael Swan, sophomore Shayn
Jackson, and senior distance captain Joseph Archer.
The 1600 meter yielded success for the track and field team
because Michael Swan and junior
Tom Rubio went two and three
respectively, both almost shattering their personal records and
nearly breaking 4 minutes and 31
seconds.
“I was eager to take the lead
on the second lap, but Swan actually yelled at me, and so I pulled
back and we ended up having a lot
better of a finish,” said Rubio.
Also qualifying for Sectionals was Esswein who mustered a
fourth place finish by breaking
the 2 minute mark in the 800 meter dash.
The distance squad prolonged Coach Joe Porter’s smile
after the 3200 meter (2 mile) race
concluded with Nicholson, and
the talented sophomore Jack Sullivan, finished third and fourth,

Tennis struggles at MCCs,
takes Districts handily
Stephen Lumetta
core staff
BY

T

he St. Louis U. High tennis
team has had a somewhat
bumpy road through the last couple weeks with a loss to Priory and
lineup changes, but the team won
its district last week with wins
over Vianney and Lindbergh.
On May 29, the team participated in the MCC tournament. Going into the tournament, the team had beaten every
team except for CBC. But the
team’s only wins at the tournament were at No. 2 singles—junior Danny Schneller—and the
No. 2 doubles team of juniors
Kevin Benben and Nick Thomas.
“Danny Schneller, to play
(No.) 4 most of the season and
move up to (No.) 2 … that was
good, very good. It was exciting
to watch under the lights,” said
head coach Mark Hoppenjans.
When the team headed to Priory two days later, the players strug-

gled to find a rhythm and lost 2-7.
“(It was) one of the few
times I just saw us not compete
well as a team,” said Hoppenjans.
The team headed into Districts
confidently, as they had already
easily beaten Vianney earlier in
the season. Buoyed by their confidence the team swept Vianney 5-0.
“It was over before we even
went to doubles,” Hoppenjans
said proudly.
SLUH then beat Lindbergh
5-1 to claim the district.
The team did not fare as
well in individual Districts:
only No. 1 singles senior Mike
Essma advanced to Sectionals. Essma lost in individual Sectionals this past week.
“So far, as a team, the postseason has gone well. (Team
Sectionals) will be interesting,”
said
Hoppenjans.
Team Sectionals are Saturday at 9 a.m. at Rockwood Summit.

13
photo | Kyle Vogt

Junior Alex Peraud pole vaults over the bar at districts last Saturday.

respectively. Nicholson exceeded
his seed time by cranking out a 9
minute and 46 second run. By just
over 1 second, Sullivan also broke
his seed time when he clocked in
at 9 minutes and 53 seconds.
When asked about Nicholson
and Sullivan’s 3200 meter success,
Swan said, “We dug deep, deeper
than we’ve ever dug before.”
Junior Raymond Wingo finished the 100-meter dash in an

unprecedented 10.81 seconds and
grabbed a first place spot. More
joy came with senior sprint captain Alex Groesch, who almost
won first in the 400 meter dash,
trailing the first place finisher by
one-one hundredth of a second.
“We ran like we stole something,” said Groesch.
“We have a really tough
District, so to get second in our
District means that we’re look-

ing good for Sectionals and then
State. Hazelwood Central has won
State three times in a row, if that
gives you an idea of how good the
District is,” Nicholson said.
The team intends to bag some
wins at Sectionals to establish an
august presence at the track and
field State championship.
“It doesn’t just take skill to
get to State. It takes heart. And we
have that,” said Groesch.

Cadets dash volleyball’s State hopes
BY Cullin
REPORTER

Tripp

A

fter an impressive sweep
of Districts and a 2-1 win
against Marquette on Tuesday, the
Volleybills’ season was cut short
last night in a 2-1 loss to CBC in
the State semifinals. After a strong
25-22 win in the first set, they
dropped the following sets 26-24
and 25-22.
The team showed heart and
toughness, battling back each
time the Cadets started to grab
a lead. Led by solid serving and
scrappy play, the Volleybills were
able to claw their way back into
the last two sets.
Down 19-12 in the third set,
the Jr. Bills were able to fight back
to a score of 24-22 before losing
on a serve out.
“We went down big (in the
third set), but the team was as resilient as ever,” said senior outside
hitter Jack Walsh. “I’m real proud
of the way that everyone handled

being down that far in the third
game.”
The Jr. Bills came on trong
to take the first set, but came out
sluggish in the second, unable to
put away balls that wouldn’t have
been a problem earlier in the
game.
“We started out hot, (senior) Tommy (Beckmann) was
putting balls away, everyone was
picking each other up, we looked
good, we felt good as a team,” said
Walsh. “(In the second set) we
let them hang around and whenever you let those kinds of teams
hang around, it just kills you,” said
Walsh.
Unfortunately, the Cadets
had one of their best games of the
season, and the Jr. Bills’ efforts
just weren’t enough.
“All the guys gave all they
could every point. Obviously,
no one’s going to be perfect but
I think everybody gave the best
they could,” said senior right side

hitter Kurt Thiemann. “It’s hard
when you get down to it, a few
points make or break the game.”
First-year head coach Jim
Gioia made an impressive run
with the team.
“Gioia as a coach has been
great,” said Thiemann. “Probably the best thing I think he did
was he really took some risks this
year. There were times when we
could’ve played conservative and
done what we’ve always done, but
I think he made changes that other people might not have thought
of that really helped us out.”
Seniors Beckmann, Walsh,
Thiemann, and Cole Guignon
led the team, helping smooth the
transition for Gioia in his first
year as head coach.
The Volleybills finished their
season at an impressive 16-2,
also winning the Parkway Central Tournament and the District
Tournament.

Despite semifinal loss in State tourney, Ultimate happy about season

BY Justin
REPORTER

W

Seaton

ith the season coming to
a close, the Ultimate Frisbills had their sights set on State
this weekend. With only three
losses in the regular season, the Jr.
Bills had high hopes for the weekend at Priory.
Saturday was elimination
day. Ten teams enter the tournament and are split into two separate divisions. On the first day the
teams play each of the other four
teams on their side of the bracket.
Whoever walks away with the

worst record from each pool is
eliminated from the tourney.
SLUH’s division slated them
to play DeSmet, DeSmet JV, Metro, and Kirkwood on the first day.
“Saturday pool play was
great,” said senior captain Joe
Reardon. “We quickly dismantled
DeSmet JV, Metro, and Kirkwood.”
After a great first three games
though, the Discbills had DeSmet
varsity to deal with. After a brutal loss in the regular season, the
team didn’t have high hopes for
their fourth consecutive game.
Still, they managed to put up four
points in what they were hoping

would be the championship game
preview.
“This final game was exhausting,” said Reardon “but we put up
a solid fight.”
After the elimination of Metro and CBC on Saturday, it was
time for single-game elimination.
From here on out every game
could be the last for seniors Reardon and Seaton.
Sunday morning put the Jr.
Bills up against a strong Lindbergh team who handed SLUH
JV a shutout in the regular season. After a little back and forth
early in the game, SLUH was able
to score an upwind point and gain

all the momentum they needed to
propel them on to the semifinals.
SLUH was up against Francis Howell Central in what they
hoped wouldn’t be their last game
of the day. They were 1-1 in the
regular season against FHC and
they hoped they could spark the
flame needed to get the win and
a spot in the finals. But, despite
determination and some spirited
cheers from the sideline, things
were looking bad from the start.
The Spartans came out with a variety of hairdos and an obvious
athletic advantage. They had all
the endurance that SLUH lacked
and were able to send the Jr. Bills

home early and heartbroken.
DeSmet handily defeated
FHC in the finals and took home
their sixth straight state championship.
“As a whole I’d say the season
was a success,” said Reardon. “We
made great strides as a program
even though we didn’t come out
with a state win. And we had fun.”
Head coach (and Prep N,ews
editor emeritus) Andrew Schroeder announced he would be stepping down as head coach after the
semifinal loss. “He is a lot of the
reason for the player and person
I am today,” remarked Reardon.
“Thanks, Coach.”
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Howard shuts down Ladue in extras, SLUH takes 23rd straight District
BY Clark DeWoskin
SPORTS EDITOR

S

t. Louis U. High starting
pitcher Brian Howard (8-1)
has been phenomenal this season.
But in Tuesday night’s 2-1 district
final victory over Ladue, Howard
was downright nasty.
“The biggest thing for me was
that knowing my team would ball
out behind me,” said Howard.
Despite giving up a walk and
hitting two batters, the senior ace
needed just 84 pitches through
nine innings of work against the
Rams. He also struck out six and
allowed just three hits.
“(Ladue was) aggressive early
in the count, they went up there
swinging, they helped him,” said
head coach Steve Nicollerat. “Brian will do very well against a team
like that as long as he can still
master them, that’ll keep his pitch
count low.”
Junior second baseman John
Ceriotti delivered a walk-off RBI
single with one out in the bottom
of the ninth. Senior catcher Charlie Kretschmer led off the inning

with a single to left field. Junior
base-running specialist Joe Delsignore replaced Kretschmer on
the base paths, stealing second
as senior designated hitter Ryan
Hurston went down swinging.
Then, Ceriotti bounced a 2-1
offering through the right side
of the infield, giving Delsignore
more than enough time to make
it to the plate. Howard led the
charge to meet him there.
“When I saw the ball go
through I was so pumped, I just
ran to hug (Delsignore) so he
knew I appreciated him working
so hard,” said Howard. “Then I
ran straight for the awesome fan
section.”
Ladue was the first to score
in the third inning when a leadoff
walk came back to haunt Howard
and the Jr. Bills. A sacrifice bunt
and an RBI single by center fielder Levi Greenberg—filling in for
the suspended senior and Miami
University (Fl.) commit Lex Kaplan—brought the runner home.
SLUH would go on to tie the
score in the bottom of the fourth.
Kretschmer was again in on the

Quarterfinals
May 23

action; his RBI sacrifice fly plated
junior left fielder Luke Robinson
for the Jr. Bills’ first run on the
day.
The win captured SLUH’s
and Nicollerat’s 23rd straight district title.
“You take them all one at a
time,” said Nicollerat. “The thing
I’m most proud of for us is really
the consistency of good play that
we’ve maintained for a long time.
Each one means, you know, when
(Ceriotti) got that hit the other
day and I could see Joe (Delsignore) running home, each one has
its place.”

Chaminade

SLUH (22-5, 5-3 MCC)
topped conference rival Chaminade 7-2 on Monday night. Senior righty Andrew Quinn went
seven innings for the win, striking
out five and allowing five hits in
the process.
A hard line drive back to
Quinn that went off his glove
hand gave the Jr. Bills a scare in
the top of the sixth. Quinn appeared a bit shaken up afterwards.

Semifinals

Seckman (19-7)

Vianney (24-9)

Eureka (18-8)

CBC (20-8)
May 31 4:00 PM
Rock Bridge (24-6)

“I thought I pitched really
well up until I got hit,” said Quinn.
“It scared me a little, and I kind of
lost focus on pitching and started
thinking more about being ready
for another (line drive). But I’m
glad to get the win.”
Heading into the bottom
of the second the score was tied
at one, but with an impressive
display of small ball the Jr. Bills
plated three runs. After a triple
by Hurston, a combination of two
bunt base hits, a fielder’s choice,
and an error allowed the Jr. Bills
to take the lead 4-1.
SLUH wouldn’t look back
from there, tacking on two more
runs in the third and one in the
fourth to do away with the Red
Devils handily.

CBC

Last Saturday’s matchup
against CBC turned into a pitching frenzy as a combined nine different pitchers took the mound in
the 5-2 SLUH loss.
The Cadets struck early
against junior starter Mark Elbert.
A leadoff single in the first inning
followed by back-to-back walks
loaded the bases, and a ground
rule double to left center scored
two. The Cadets would tack on
two more before the inning was
over to take a 4-0 lead.
The Jr. Bills plated one run
each in the second and fifth innings. Kretschmer tallied the RBI
in the second via a bases loaded
walk that scored junior center
fielder Charlie Nester. Junior left
fielder Luke Robinson doubled
and scored on a wild pitch in the
fifth.
“We got a chance to pitch
some guys that hadn’t pitched so
that was good,” Nicollerat said.
“We had already won a share of
the conference.”

Kretschmer hits
fourth

Lebanon (14-9)

Krestchmer moved down
from the leadoff spot to the four
hole in the batting order against
both Chaminade and Ladue this
week. After an 0-for-4 day against
Chaminade, Kretschmer contributed the tying RBI against Ladue
and Delsignore scored the game

Branson (10-15)

Willard (19-6)

State Championship
June 1 1:00 PM

SLUH (22-5)

winning run via his courtesy runner.
“We haven’t been hitting, I
just felt that we needed someone
in the four spot where we had a
couple guys on so it wasn’t all on
Kaleb,” said Nicollerat. “I wanted
to be a little more balanced in our
lineup.”
Senior shortstop Matt Binz,
who moved into the leadoff role
in place of Kretschmer, reached
base at the start of both games.
Against Chaminade he went 2 for
3, reached base four times, and
scored two runs.
“Binz works counts good,
he does a good job there,” said
Nicollerat.

Guenther likely to
return

Senior first baseman JJ Guenther, who has been sidelined with
a left hamstring injury since the
Jr. Bills last matchup with Ladue
on April 11, will likely return
sometime next week, possibly as
early as Tuesday’s game against
Hazlewood West.
After a pinch-hit at bat
against St. Charles on May 9,
Guenther was still unable to run
comfortably. He was hitting for a
.441 batting average in 34 at bats
to go along with nine RBIs and
and three extra-base hits.

Season Tidbits

Last Saturday’s loss to CBC
moved the Jr. Bills’ MCC record
to 5-3, tying SLUH with DeSmet
for the conference title … Senior
third baseman Matt Clohisy leads
the Jr. Bills with 12 stolen bases
despite a .328 on-base percentage.
He wasn’t caught stealing once …
Hurston leads the team in batting average at .389. Senior Kaleb
King is close behind at .386 and is
leading the team in hits with 27
… Howard is seventh in the area
with a 0.54 ERA, eighth in strikeouts with 73, and second in wins
with 8. He pitched five complete
games on the year … The Jr. Bills
scored 165 runs on the season
versus just 58 runs allowed, averaging 2.1 runs allowed per game.
Vianney had the second lowest
runs allowed per game average
among MCC schools with 3.6.

State Champion

May 21 4:30 PM
Hazlewood W. (17-3)

Ft. Zumwalt W. (21-9)

District 8 Champ.

Rockhurst (18-5)

Blue Springs (13-7)

Fort Osage (16-5-2)

Staley (18-5)

May 31 7:00 PM

The Association for Cultural Enrichment at SLUH teamed up yesterday with the Staycation Club for a foray into African American culture in St. Louis. Nine students along with ACES moderator Frank
Kovarik, Staycation Club moderator Suzanne Renard, and math
teacher Dan Schuler traveled to the Griot Museum of Black History
on St. Louis Ave., where they spent over an hour touring the museum’s displays. Afterwards, the group shared a meal at The Diner’s
Delight, a soul food restaurant on Compton Ave. which has been in
business for 40 years. The two clubs plan to continue their collaboration with more outings next year.
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Castro delivers last second victory as water polo wins 16th State title
Victor Castro’ s
shot gives SLUH
11-10 lead with 1.3
seconds left
BY Jack Robinson
reporter

J

ust a day shy of the one-year
anniversary of a last-second
loss to Parkway West in the 2012
State final, the St. Louis U. High
water polo team found itself in
the same situation once more Saturday night.
Tied at the same 10-10 score
in the last minute of the match as
last year, the Jr. Bills now faced the
No. 3 ranked Rams of MICDS.
Knowing what it takes to grind
out a last-minute win after such
a devastating loss in 2012, the
SLUH attack dug in and broke
through the MICDS defense. Senior standout Chris Favier, under
assault by the desperate Rams defenders, found junior Victor Castro in the open pool with just seconds remaining. Castro saw to it
that the Jr. Bills would not face the
same outcome as last year, as he
fired in the game winner with 1.3
seconds left. Castro’s composed
finish secured the Jr. Bills’ State
title, the 16th in the history of the
program.
The close final wasn’t a surprise to the Jr. Bills, who came in

with full knowledge of how tough
the Rams would be, after their
semifinal upset of Parkway West.
SLUH’s previous victories over
MICDS came in a 10-8 regular
season match and in a 12-9 final
that crowned them the Lindbergh
Tournament Champions.
Confident in their run
through the State tournament, the
Jr. Bills were ready to reclaim their
spot as State champions. Outscoring their opponents 49-11 in the
rounds before the championship
game, the team proved its ability
to finish with poise and keep the
nets well-defended.
The first half set a tone for
how tight the final would be. The
score at the end of the first quarter was 3-2 SLUH with two goals
from senior Tom Critchfield and
another from fellow senior Kevin
Brennan.
In the start of the second
quarter seniors Darrian Castro and Chris Favier netted two
goals, only to be answered by the
MICDS attack. The score at the
half was 5-4.
The opening of the second
half went the same way as the first.
Coming out fast with a one-goal
lead, Darrian Castro, Caselton,
and Brennan all made the best of
their finishing opportunities in
the third quarter, all of which the
MICDS attack answered, making
for a tight 8-7 third quarter score.
Down to the final quarter of their season, the Jr. Bills

Golfers Schaeffer and
Ciaramitaro place at State
BY Thomas
STAFF

A

Riganti

fter the two-day State tournament on Monday and
Tuesday at Rivercut Golf Course
in Springfield, Mo., junior Scott
Schaeffer finished tied for 15th
(All-State) followed by sophomore Alex Ciaramitaro at a tie for
18th.
On the first day, Schaeffer
and Ciaramitaro both shot an 80,
leaving them hungry to put up a
lower score the next day.
According to Schaeffer, his
poor wedge play and one bad hole
both contributed to his high score
on the first day, but he was able to
turn it around the following day.
“I had one bad hole that really killed me,” said Schaeffer. “I
went out there with basically the
same approach: try to remain
patient because I knew trying to
force things doesn’t really work. I
started coming around with that
and gave myself some chances.”
For Ciaramitaro, it was
nerves from his rookie round in
the tournament that contributed
to a higher score on the first day.
“I was really nervous going
into it,” said Ciaramitaro. “It was
first time I’ve ever been to State.”
Head coach Scott Gilbert did
not doubt that his two golfers had
the potential and ability to put up
low scores the next day.
“I had a suspicion on Tuesday that we were going to see
some highlight golf, that we were
going to see Scott and Alex buckle

down,” said Gilbert.
A tough 17th hole could not
dampen Schaeffer’s mood after
staying even par for most of the
second day, posting a one-over
par 73. Schaeffer’s score of 153
earned him an All-State title.
“That (All-State) was one of
my main goals heading into the
tournament and I was happy to
accomplish that,” said Schaeffer.
With one day of experience
behind his belt, the second round
came easier to Ciaramitaro who
posted a 74, net 154, one stroke
off of the All-State group.
“I knew what not to do from
the first day,” said Ciaramitaro. “I
knew what holes to go for birdies.”
Although Schaeffer and
Ciaramitaro had reason to celebrate, the players that competed
as part of a team were reminders
for him of the bare miss of State.
“Noticing all the teams that
were down there—it was disappointing to not have our team
down there because I feel like we
could have been pretty competitive,” said Schaeffer.
Even though missing State
left the players and Gilbert a little
disappointed, the team will be returning nearly all of its golfers.
“I wish next year would start
tomorrow, even after a long season,” said Gilbert. “We’re going
to be strong, we’re going to have
depth. Our goal, as it was this
year, is to get this team to Springfield.”

found themselves battling as
hard as they had all season for
the slightest lead. MICDS netted
an equalizing goal with only 5:45
left, making the game 8-8. Victor Castro, player of the game,
returned the lead to the Jr. Bills,
but the SLUH defense allowed
for two more slip-in goals by the
Rams, who took the lead for the
first time since the early minutes
of the game.
In a defensive transition,
goalkeeper Cullen Gerber found
Favier on a long pass, and Favier
tied the match back up at 10-10
with just under a minute to play.
The Rams made two heartstopping runs at the SLUH net,
missing two decisive opportunities to take back the lead, but the
Jr. Bills’ defense held strong, even
after a clock malfunction rewarded MICDS a stopped possession
with 49 seconds left.
With a State championship
win high school athletes can
only dream of, the SLUH water polo team had redeemed its
2012 loss and found itself at the
top of Missouri water polo once
again. The team, who worried
about the grueling State tournament after the loss of so many key
seniors from last year, finished
with a 25-1-0 record, the only
loss being in tournament play.
“This season was unbelievable,”
said senior captain Justin Jellinek.
“We accomplished way more than
I would have expected, including
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The varsity water polo team poses with their trophy after an exciting win
against MICDS on Saturday at the St. Peter’s Rec Plex.

winning the DeSmet Invite, remaining undefeated in Missouri,
and of course winning State. Everyone put forth extreme efforts,
and I’m just glad it paid off for us.”
Their championship marked
the sixth title for head coach Paul
Baudendistel, in eight years, the
first time that feat has been accomplished in Missouri water
polo history.
Baudendistel seemed confident in his team’s ability to hang
on in the close match.
“It was the fifth win we’ve
had like that this season,” said
Baud. “And with it being our third
match against MICDS, we knew
our odds of a close match were
likely.”

Well prepared, his team
plowed through the regular season, facing what he thought to be
the hardest schedule SLUH water
polo has ever faced with an undefeated league record.
“All credit to the players,
they gave more than what was
expected of them, and in the
end we showed everyone where
we belonged,” Baudendistel said.
The SLUH roster was solid all
the way through. Favier and Darrian Castro received the honors at
the All-District elections, with Favier being First Team and Castro
making Third Team. Jellinek received First Team honors as well
as Defensive Player of the Year.

Rugby loses chance at State after Park
Hill blanks Jr. Bills in Kansas City
BY Mar Lonsway
REPORTER

T

he journey to the State tournament in Kansas City led
to a valiant demise as the rugby
team’s season ended this past
weekend. Although their shortcomings in the tournament ended
their chance for the State title, the
Jr. Bills fought through the entirety of the weekend playing through
three intense ball games.
Their first game was against
Park Hill South. Earlier in the season, the Panthers put up 50 points
against SLUH. The Jr. Bills mustered only 15 points. Yet, in the
second half of the game, SLUH
had Park Hill South.
The results of the past weekend favored Park Hill South once
again. Hoping that the Kansas
City club would take them lightly
based on their prior match, the
Rugbills looked at the game optimistically. However, when ball
was played, the Panthers walked
off the field victorious shutting
out SLUH 14-0.
“They came out and they
were ready,” said coach Chris
Keeven. “We played a very good
game, but they were just a better
club, and you got to tip your hat
to that.”
Park Hill’s main outside center helped his team to victory.
With a scholarship to play at Lindenwood University, this outside
center will soon be a teammate of
senior fly half Patrick Mulligan of

SLUH.
After falling to Park Hill, the
players hit the field to play against
Jefferson City. This game finally
showed some light for the Jr. Bills
in the consolation bracket of the
tournament. Fighting for fifth
place, SLUH slammed Jeff City for
a 12-0 victory. Ending their day
on a positive note, the team had
a night of rest before playing their
final game of the season against
the Eureka Wildcats.
Eureka, a division rival that
SLUH defeated earlier in the year,
ended the Jr. Bills’ season with a
loss. It was the team’s third game
in two days, and at this point in
the tournament, some teams had
even opted out of the consolation
bracket. SLUH, however, took
this as an opportunity to give underclassmen and second string
players more experience. Falling
to Eureka 47-10, SLUH earned
the sixth place title in State—one
placing higher than last year.
“I wasn’t expecting much
since most of the guys only had
one year of experience,” said junior flanker JJ Driscoll. “I think
we just came in and surprised
everyone with how we performed
since we lost 14 starters from last
year. I’m really proud of them (the
rest of the team).”
Over the weekend at State, a
few players impressed the coaches. Among them, senior Sam
Martel had “the best half I have
ever seen him play,” said Keeven.

Yet, the most outstanding athlete
to end his time at SLUH is Mulligan. Being the only senior to
commit himself to the program
for all four years, Mulligan earned
Keeven’s regard.
“He clearly never stopped,”
said Keeven. “He was always trying different things, pushing into
new territory and making things
happen. He’s a playmaker.”
As for the underclassmen,
sophomore scrum half Drew
Mudd looks to improve in the
offseason. After being promoted
to starting scrum half during the
Eureka game, Mudd provides insight about next year’s season.
“We played our hearts out
for State,” said Mudd. “We played
a better team and really wanted
it, but hopefully we can just look
to offseason work and next year’s
season to hopefully contend for
State again.”
Losing only one game in the
regular season, the nearly undefeated Jr. Bills Rugby Club comes
to a close for the year. Keeven,
although slightly let down by the
State tournament, was satisfied
with the team’s accomplishments.
“Honestly, I think the best
part of being a coach is seeing a
group of guys live up to their potential,” said Keeven. “We didn’t
get what we wanted but we didn’t
leave anything. We gave it all we
could and I’m happy with that.”
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The SLUH Photographers have documented the life of SLUH
throughout the year and have chosen their favorites. Clockwise,
from below right: the Science Center at dusk (Giuseppe Vitellaro),
a cold St. Louis gleams in the sun (Austin Strifler), Peter Hummel
takes a shot at the Scottrade Center (Ben Banet), a freshman slides
for the ball (Leo Heinz), Tommy Espenchied bobs for an apple from
a bucket (Sam Gerbic), Remy Hoffmann and SLUHMO celebrate the
Pep Rally (Austin Strifler), Joe Essig gets serious in Twelve Angry
Men (Austin Strifler). Middle: Chase Berger, Matt Clohisy, and Tony
Bright lather blue fluid on a pile of freshmen (Sam Beckmann).
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