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Dauphin players feast on Little Shop of Horrors
BY Jack
STAFF

photo | Austin Strifler

Kiehl

T

he Dauphin Players began
their 2012-’13 season last
night with the musical Little Shop
of Horrors. The show continues
Saturday night at 7:30 p.m. and
at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday afternoon.
Tickets are $7 in advance and $10
at the door.
In the comedy horror rockmusical, Seymour Krelborn (senior Joe Essig) is secretly in love
with Audrey (Kirkwood junior
Mary Beth Black), his co-worker
from Mushnik’s Skid Row Florists, owned by Mr. Mushnik (junior Sam Krausz). After obtaining
a strange Venus fly trap-like plant
named Audrey II (puppeted by
junior Jake Bava and voiced by
senior Scottie Szewczyk), he is
promised that, in return for human blood and flesh, all of his
dreams will come true.
“Seymour is hapless,” said
Essig. “(He’s) down on his luck
… (but) he has an opportunity
to start achieving with this alien
plant.”
The show also features three
doo-wop girls, played by juniors
Jake Wobbe, Michael Schimmele, and Kevin Harris, who set

BY Adam Thorp
NEWS EDITOR

R

From left to right: juniors Jake Wobbe, Kevin Harris, and Michael Schimmele as the doo-wop trio.

the scene in the opening number,
“Little Shop of Horrors.” The three
will be portraying women, an
event not unfamiliar to the SLUH
stage.
“It’s a real acting challenge,
but if they do it with great integrity, it’s wonderful,” said director

The little things: Baumer,
‘08, studies particles at
Cambridge site that helped
discover Higgs boson
BY Kieran
STAFF

A

Connolly

fter winning a prestigious
Gates Scholarship last year
and graduating from the University of Chicago, Mike Baumer, ’08,
has settled down at Britain’s University of Cambridge for a year of
study in his area of expertise, particle physics.
Baumer spent the summer of
2011 on the Swiss-French border,
analyzing data from the world’s
premier particle accelerator, the
Large Hadron Collider, or LHC.
At the LHC, atomic particles are
sent whizzing around a circular
track several miles long, and the
resulting collisions are measured
for unusual activity.
Over the summer, senior
scientists at the LHC announced
that they had discovered the main
object of their search: the particle known as the Higgs boson.

SLUH presents
plan for
new Jesuit
residence to
neighborhood

The Higgs fills an important gap
in the science of particles, and
completes the Standard Model,
a theory describing the way that
subatomic particles interact. The
Higgs boson is key to understanding why all objects have mass.
Baumer said his work two
summers ago had not been looking directly for the elusive boson,
but had been “groundwork that
had to happen” in the search.
Baumer said that though his work
was, “Trying to measure the processes of things we know about,”
it was essential to preventing false
positives in the search.
“There’s many different ways
to look for (the Higgs),” said Baumer.
The physicists on the project
looked for the Higgs by examining events with specific requirements.
“It turns out that the clearest evidence for (the Higgs) was
continued on page 4
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Kathryn Whitaker.
Whitaker is assisted in production by dance teacher Simonie
Anzalone, who choreographed
the musical, technical director
Tim Moore, musical director Bryan Mueller, and English teacher
John Kavanaugh, the sound de-

signer.
“It’s been a while since I’ve
done a musical here at SLUH,”
said Whitaker. “I forgot how marvelous it is to have so many adults.
… I’ve had a wonderful time
working with my colleagues.”
continued on page 4

In school’s depth, DeBrecht
gives furniture new life
photo | Ben Banet

BY John Webb
EDITOR IN CHIEF

A

lthough he might not be a
particularly visible presence,
maintenance worker Steve DeBrecht operates behind the scenes
keeping St. Louis U. High running
smoothly. Whether it be through
his woodworking expertise or his
knowledge of painting, DeBrecht
keeps SLUH’s interior in working
order.
DeBrecht’s welcoming personality is always ready to be
kick started whenever a familiar
face walks by. DeBrecht has volunteered his time fixing up old
furniture for Cashbah since 2000,
when his eldest son was a freshman at SLUH.
DeBrecht originally became
familiar with the hallways of
SLUH when he volunteered to
help repair furniture for Cashbah in 2000. DeBrecht is still actively volunteering even after he
became a full-time employee in
January 2008, with almost all of
his volunteering time coming af-

Letters to the Editors
Got spirit? Senior Sam Wilhelm and Junior Josh Ritter exhort SLUH students to
amp up their spirit and fill the stadiums.
Page 3
No swoosh for you!
Sam Fentress questions the ethics of wearing Nike products when Nike’s treatment
of workers is so opposite SLUH’s ideals.
Page 3
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DeBrecht refurbishes a medicine
cabinet in a basement woodwork
shop.

ter work hours.
“I’d come at night and work,”
said DeBrecht. “It’s actually more
beneficial being here as an employee because I can concentrate
on what I need and I can use some
of the tools from the shop. It really
makes it a lot easier to coordinate
continued on page 2

Inside the Vatican
After 24 years as a journalist in Rome,
Greg Burke, ’78, is now on the other side
of the news as the Vatican’s newly hired
senior press advisor. Page 5
Mars rover
SLUH alum pieces together martian landscape. Quin Thames, ’10, was involved in
the Curiosity rover’s Mars landing image
processing team. Page 5

epresentatives of the St. Louis
U. High administration and
residents of the surrounding
Kings Oak neighborhood met in
the schools Commons Monday
night to discuss school’s plans for
properties in the area.
The meeting was called primarily so that SLUH president
David Laughlin could seek community input on the idea for a
new Jesuit residence on Wise Avenue. Laughlin approached the
community even though plans
have not left the conceptual stage
because he wanted to put the idea
in front of them for approval early.
“They were excited about
the plans SLUH was bringing
about the Jesuit housing, about
development of that property on
Wise (avenue). So that support
was there,” said Ron Coleman,
a Neighborhood Improvement
Specialist who was present at the
meeting. Coleman is employed by
the city to represent the 7th Ward,
of which Kings Oak is a part.
Laughlin decided to approach the community so early in
the process in order to ensure that
they felt informed, and to ensure
their support was solid before the
school decided whether or not to
move forward.
“I think it’s important for St.
Louis U. High to try to be a good
neighbor,” said Laughlin. “And
from my vantage point, we should
bring this idea before them and
see if it has merit, and if they
think it has merit we should move
to other steps.”
An issue also emerged at the
meeting about the upkeep of two
houses SLUH owns in the neighborhood. Both are currently empty. One has been empty for several
years and the other was used as
housing for the Jesuit Volunteer
Corps until extensive water damage made the building structurally unsound and forced it to be
vacated. Residents expressed concern about what they saw as poor
maintenance of the buildings.
“The neighborhood’s response to this was … those properties are a real problem,” said
English teacher Rich Moran. “Unsavory individuals are congregatcontinued on page 3

Sports

Bills stomped by Spartans,
Rival SLUH west steamrolls overmatched
Jr. Bills in a 56-7 rout. Pages 6
SLUH stomachs tough losses
The soccerbills falll to top-ranked Reitz
Acadamy and Peoria Notre Dame, and
also lose 4-0 to Springfield Kickapoo.
Page 7
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Freshman charms all-school pep rally as Spirit Week concludes
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BY Joe Kreienkamp
CORE STAFF

S

pirit week did not end after
Wednesday’s Junior Billy Eight
Mile. An all-school mandatory
pep rally and a game against the
DeSmet Spartans kept Spirit Week
alive on Thursday.
On Thursday, students spent
activity period in the Danis Field
House for a pep rally. Seniors
Alec Abeln, David Arredondo,
Justin Jellinek, and Tony Bright
gave sports updates. Earlier in the
week, students were given the opportunity to publish a school cheer
to be used at Friday’s football game
versus DeSmet. Those who created
the cheers were given the opportunity to present them to the school
during the pep rally.
Senior Luke Mammen’s
“Quack” cheer and senior Patrick
Mulligan’s chant did not excite the
crowd nearly as much as freshman Thomas Nowak’s cheer. The
cheer, which consisted of chanting S, L, U, and H repetitively, was
extremely popular among the students, and after a few rehearsals at
the pep rally, it was chosen to be
added to the multitude of things
to be yelled at Thursday’s football
game.
During Thursday’s pep rally,
SLUH’s mascot, SLUHMO, entered through the gym doors imprisoned by Spartans. Senior Collin Barrett encouraged students to
show their school spirit by yelling
and screaming chaotically to scare

away the Spartans. The pep rally’s
aim was to pump up the students
and get them to show their spirit
for all the activities at SLUH.
Spirit Week ended with
Thursday’s football game against
the DeSmet Spartans. Although
the game occurred on a Thursday
due to Friday’s faculty in-service
day, students still filled the stands
to cheer for the Jr. Bills. Equipped
with their new cheer.
“Spirit week is what you make
of it,” said Barrett. “I think it went
really well.”
Barrett worked along with
other members of STUCO to
make sure that people would make
the most of the week. “You don’t
hear enough about it (spirit),” said
Barrett.
Barrett was thrilled with the
t-shirts, saying that more than 200
were sold. “We threw some out at
the game, and people were fighting for them,” said Barrett. “People
came up afterwards asking if we
had extra, but we only had the
seven or eight that we threw out at
the game.”
Overall, both Barrett and
STUCO considered the week a
success.
“I really liked how everyone
got creative and thought of their
own rap. It was nice to see people
laughing and cheering at the raps,”
said freshman Austin Klarsh about
the Junior Billy Eight Mile.
The all-school recess was
dampened by rain, but many stu-

NEWS

dents still came.
“I played bashball on the football field. I hadn’t really had the
chance to play with any of the upperclassmen before. It was intense
and fun,” said Klarsh.
However, some students let
the idea of Spirit Week escape their
daily thoughts. Freshman Patrick
Schuler says he understands how
Spirit Week can be overlooked.
“There was not a big thing
that made it different. You can go
down to the pool hall everyday.
There is also bashball between
homerooms,” said Schuler.
“We hung up fliers around the
school,” said senior class president

(continued from page 1)
things and talk to people during
the day.”
Cashbah usually obtains furniture through donations when
people are cleaning out their basements or moving. Occasionally,
Cashbah buys pieces from a furniture auction for cheap.
The pieces are either handed
over to the Painted Treasures
department of Cashbah, which
paints the pieces, or are designated
them to be sold the way they look
after being repaired.
“(Some pieces) didn’t even
look like furniture and we had to
figure out how to put it all back
together and to make something
nice out of it,” said DeBrecht.
“They turned out to be real nice
pieces. It’s like rehabbing an old
car or something.”
Although the amount of furniture Cashbah processes has
dropped off since DeBrecht started, Cashbah typically processes
50 to 60 pieces of furniture a year.
Painted Treasurer Lynn Morris,
mother of senior Will Morris, estimates DeBrecht has a hand in repairing about half of those pieces.
“We couldn’t do what we do
in Painted Treasures without him
because most of the furniture
that’s donated comes in pretty
heavily used and there has been
nothing he hasn’t been able to fix
beautifully,” said Morris.
Morris said that when she
asks DeBrecht to help fix a nick
in a tabletop or wobbly leg, he always has it done by the next time
the Painted Treasures group reassembles.
“He just goes out of his way
to be friendly. I’ve never seen him
with a frown on his face. And that’s

agree that the events were only enjoyable if they were well attended.
It was easy to overlook Spirit Week
if activity periods were spent doing homework.
Unfortunately, every activity
that occurred during Spirit Week
was during activity period. “I
know there were other things during activity period that people had
to do,” said Klarsh.
“There should be special
schedules for spirit week events,”
said Schuler. “To have fun you
have to go to the events.”
“Spirit week is a fun week
for students that participate,” said
Trenter.
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SLUHMO and STUCO lead the student body in cheers at the pep rally during activity period on Thursday.

Out of sight, DeBrecht repairs furniture
actually true,” said Morris. “Even
when we bring a messed up piece
of furniture that needs repair, he
does everything so willingly.”
DeBrecht also repairs the
antique furniture that won’t be
painted. Sometimes DeBrecht has
to be creative, including repurposing tools.
“(The tools) are designed for
one purpose and you have to modify them to get them to do something else,” said DeBrecht.
DeBrecht finds that the hardest part of repairing furniture is
not the work involved but rather
locating the correct materials.
Good hardwoods are increasingly
hard to find, and DeBrecht has
to venture as far as St. Charles or
Fenton to find replacement wood
that matches the original.
DeBrecht worked for the
Ritz Carlton in Clayton where he
learned many of the tricks he uses
today. Since the Ritz has a lot of
old antique sculptures and furniture, they paid for DeBrecht to
attend a school where they taught
him to repair old furniture.
Before his job at the Ritz
Carlton, DeBrecht worked with
McDonnell Douglas for 20 years
before it went out of business. He
worked in product support, a division that worked with technical
data such as creating manuals. In
product support he dabbled in
many parts of the work, including
future types of aircraft in the developmental stages.
“He would tell a lot of stories
about that and some of them could
be questionable,” said David Linhares, ’08, who has worked with
DeBrecht on the paint crew over
the last few summers. “He’d always
surprise you about the knowledge

Ryan Trenter.
STUCO ran announcements
at the end of the school days to
alert students of the events, and
encouraged students to attend
and enjoy the activities that were
planned. However, numerous students still avoided the activities.
Many other things happened
during Spirit Week festivities, and
some of the events were disregarded because students did not
have time for them and they didn’t
seem that different from the other
weeks.
Students who participated in
the events really enjoyed them.
However, the students who attended the events and STUCO both

October 5 , 2012

he had from his time at McDonnell Douglas.”
Besides donating his own
time, DeBrecht usually trains
around four other volunteers to
help him with making the pieces.
“There’s other people who
want to volunteer but they don’t
have any idea of how to start, so we
get them started,” said DeBrecht.
“We put them on small projects
and then bigger ones later.”
To enter the mysterious and
apparently empty rooms of the
basement is to enter a part of the
school where DeBrecht feels most
at home. Two rooms serve as
woodshops, and across the hallway is the room where donated
pieces for Cashbah are stored,
waiting to be worked on.
“I remember back when
Brother Witz [Dick Witzofsky, a
longtime SLUH Jesuit] was here,
this whole hallway would be filled
with furniture,” said DeBrecht.
“That’s why he had 10 or 12 guys
doing it.”
DeBrecht refurbishes around
photo | Ben Banet

A chest that belonged to a Jesuit sits in
the basement, waiting to be repaired.

15 pieces a year to be sold at Cashbah as antiques.
In all of his work, DeBrecht
keeps a positive outlook.
“Whenever I have a stressful
day here, one of the last things I do
is get down to the basement and
walk out to the parking area,” said
Director of Facilities Joe Rankin.
“Probably nine times out of ten, I’ll
always come across Steve. It’s funny because whether I’m in a hurry
or not, I’ll usually spend about half
an hour or 45 minutes talking with
Steve about things that are going
on.”
Refurbishing old pieces of
furniture is like a trip back in time
for DeBrecht. When talking about
a piece, he often references the
events of that particular time period. Some of the pieces of furniture
even contain relics from the past.
On the bulletin board in one of the
woodshops, DeBrecht keeps interesting tokens that he’s found when
refurbishing the furniture, including ration stamps from World War
II and an old postcard from Las
Vegas.
“Sometimes you take these
drawers out of there and you find
money. Big money,” said DeBrecht,
flashing his usual humor. “No,
we’ve never found anything besides nickels and dimes.”
After working with so many
pieces of furniture over the years,
DeBrecht has a hard time remembering all of the pieces he has
worked with. One of his favorite
projects was working on a collapsible chifforobe.
Last year, DeBrecht’s signature piece was a table made from
the floor of the old Commons and
the Si Commons. He worked on
the table sporadically, but he estimates it took around 16 hours to

be completed.
Although most of DeBrecht’s
time is spent refurbishing old furniture, he does make a few pieces
from scratch, most notably, several Jr. Billiken nightstands from
a template. The Painted Treasures
then paints the templates to look
like sports uniforms or graduation
gowns.
As Cashbah nears, DeBrecht
finds himself staying later into the
night, sometimes until 9 p.m. During Cashbah season DeBrecht can
find himself working seven days a
week. No one I talked to could say
with certainty exactly how much
time DeBrecht spent volunteering, but the time he puts in has an
impact.
“I thought he was on staff because this guy was coming in and
he was putting in so many hours,”
said Rankin. “I came to find out he
was just a volunteer.”
Those who work with DeBrecht remember his sense of
humor and personality as he goes
about his work.
“He’s always trying to test your
limit and yank your chain a little
bit,” said Linhares. “He’ll be giving
you a real straight face while telling you a story about something.
After a while you start prodding
him and questioning him and he’ll
tell you he was making the whole
thing up just to test you,” Linhares
added.
Since they both spend a lot of
time in the basement, DeBrecht
has an ongoing set of stories with
Morris about the basement being
haunted.
“I fall for it every time,” said
Morris. “He usually gets pretty
deep into the stories before I realize he was completely making it
up.”
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Watch what you wear: SLUH should take a critical look at Nike

BY Sam
STAFF

Fentress

W

hen you hear the word
“Nike,” what do you think
of? Sportswear, the “swoosh,”
maybe even the Greek goddess
if you are a mythology connoisseur. Let me replace those ideas
with a few of my own associations: sweatshops, injustice, even
slavery.
Last year, a few months into
the school year, I attended a SLUH
Pax Christi meeting when people
discussed Nike and the working
environment for its sweatshops
in Indonesia. This was after a few
students shared information from
a speech made by Jim Keady at
the Ignatian Family Teach-In.

Curious to learn more about
this seemingly horrific situation,
and somewhat doubtful that this
company—whom I had so often supported: socks, shoes, tshirts—could possibly be treating
its workers so terribly, I ventured
to the website of Keady’s organization, www.teamsweat.org, and
watched a documentary they had
made around ten years ago. The
film, called “Behind the Swoosh”
showed, up-close, the conditions
in which the workers were forced
to endure.
To give the movie a realistic
and jarring setting, Keady and a
friend spent a month in Indonesia, living off the $1.25 the workers make per day, causing him to

lose “25 pounds in a rat-infested
slum in Tangerang, Indonesia,
home to tens of thousands of the
women and men who produce the
Nike sneakers adored by so many
athletes and consumers,” according to an article from the Huffington Post written by Keady in 2009.
Since then, Keady has worked
tirelessly, leading workshops, lobbying, and, most pertinent to
SLUH, speaking at schools about
Nike’s injustices. According to
the Huffington Post article, there
have been improvements since
the movement began. Keady said
that, “Because of the pressure that
was placed on Nike by consumers, women workers no longer
have to prove they are menstruat-

ing to get their legally guaranteed
leave. Also, workers are no longer
beaten with machetes or threatened at gunpoint for union organizing activity.”
The other day in history class,
I noticed a fellow student wearing
a pair of SLUH Nike sweatpants.
This disturbed me. Sure, lots of
kids wear Nike products at SLUH;
I know I have. But the idea that
our own bookstore would be supporting a company employing
people in terrible working conditions bothered me quite a bit.
After speaking with a member of Food Service Consultants, which runs the bookstore,
I learned that the selling of Nike
products was a recent decision,

3

made simply because their products are cheaper than those of Under Armour, the label on many of
the items in the bookstore.
So where do we go from here?
Luckily, students who don’t know
about Nike’s injustices will soon
learn, as Keady will be coming to
SLUH in February to kick off Mission Week. I also think it would
be worth it to do some research
to find a different, cost-mindful
apparel company that doesn’t use
sweatshops.
In the meantime, I think this
is a fair question to ask: To what
extent should SLUH be supportive of companies whose standards
contradict ours as a Catholic institution?

Letter

Spirit at the U. High: Let’s show St. Louis we’re proud to be Jr. Bills

W

hat happened to our spirit?
Brian Dugan’s commentary in last week’s issue of the Prep
News was incredibly insightful
and in all parts true. But where
did that spirit go last week versus
DeSmet?
The student section was minimal at best. As the game to top off
Spirit Week and the game that we
invite alums to, what does that say
about our school spirit? It exists, I
know it does. Last year a packed
student section stormed the field
when we toppled DeSmet on our
home turf. The student section
has roared at many a hockey playoff game. It has blued out numerous soccer games as well. We even
yelled as a freshman led the entire
student body in a cheer during
last week’s pep rally. Our school

spirit is clearly evident in these
situations. It’s there, so the question is, where did our spirit go last
Thursday night?
Was it the fact that the game
was on a Thursday rather than a
Friday? No, it could not have been
this. Being one of the few schools
that had Friday off there were no
parties to go to or any other social
events to attend on a Thursday
night.
Was Blue Crew doing a bad
job? This might be a possibility.
Blue Crew has much room for
improvement but they spent more
time trying to bring the students
section to their feet and together
than actually cheering. Why do
they have to try so hard to do
what should have already been
done out of spirit? It’s hard to lead

Neighborhood weighs in
(continued from page 1)
ing on the porches and we would
like to see those buildings gone.
And we understand, well, in the
long run maybe they would be rehabbed. It’s a real problem for the
people on Wise Avenue.”
“That’s something I deal with
on a regular basis, residents trying
to find out from me what SLUH
is going to do with the properties
and why they aren’t maintaining them to what the rest of the
neighborhood believes is an acceptable standard,” said Coleman.
Coleman went on to say that
residents felt that even simple
matters, like the maintenance
of the properties’ lawns, had not
been properly kept up. He emphasized, however, that residents
value SLUH as a neighbor and
understand the financial difficulty
posed by owning and maintaining
property that they cannot get rid
of, and said he thought they were
patient for that reason.
When one resident complained that broken windows
on the longer abandoned house
made the building into an eyesore, Laughlin explained that
SLUH had applied to the City of
St. Louis to demolish the building
but had been denied. Those present voted on a resolution stating
their support for the demolition
of both buildings. The resolution
passed by an overwhelming majority.
In the context of that resolution, Coleman will attempt to re-

solve the issue of the vacant buildings. Since the city has an official
bias towards rehabilitation of old
buildings over demolition, he will
initially try to interest local developers in the properties. If none
are interested, he will petition the
Cultural Resources Office of the
City of St. Louis for permission to
demolish the buildings.
“(The) city has interest in
historic preservation and maintaining the character of a neighborhood when it comes to the
architecture and the structures
that are there,” said Coleman.
“However, you also have to consider how much of a liability those
properties are in the current condition and how much realistic potential there is for development in
the future.”
Moran felt the broad support
for both plans represented an improvement in SLUH’s relationship
with its environs.
“Normally the relationship
between the neighborhood and
St. Louis U. High has been quite
contentious, and sometimes in
the past, (SLUH) has acted in
ways that seemed indifferent to
the neighborhood,” said Moran.
“The fact that the neighborhood
was so supportive on this occasion indicates to me that Mr.
Laughlin has done a lot to reassure the neighborhood that we
will not be indifferent to them, to
the lives of the people there.”
Laughlin emphasized that all
plans were contingent on city approval.

a cheer when over half the student
section is sitting down and there
are obvious divisions between the
groups in it. So even though Blue
Crew is not perfect, it did everything in its power to bring the
student body together and it still
was not working. Why was it so
hard to just get the student body
on their feet? It’s because the score
was 56-7 or something of the sort.
Does Jr. Billiken spirit fade
when the going gets tough? It
certainly did not for the players
on the field. They kept playing
and kept pushing with everything
they had to bring glory to the U.
High. So why didn’t the student
body have their back?
Spirit is not situational, it
does not go away, or it should not,
when we are losing. If anything

our cheers should only become
louder to support our athletes
who give it their all on the field for
us. Spirit is all we have when we
are down. That the student section is nearly empty when we are
looking at what seems like an impossible comeback is a very, very
poor show of spirit. Do you run
when the Jr. Billikens are down?
Are you too busy to support the
white and blue? Because in the
end, spirit falls on the individual.
The administration, STUCO, and
Blue Crew can do everything they
can to promote school spirit but
when it comes down to it, school
spirit falls onto you.
It is up to you to pick up the
flag when it falls down. Make the
student section what it used to be.
Pack the stands. Roar like thunder. Show your pride. Even when

the margin that we are losing by
seems insurmountable, bring
glory to the U. High. We should
be known for our spirit; other
schools should be scared to play
our teams because they know we
will bring an army. This is what it
means to be a Jr. Billiken; this is
what it means to go to SLUH.
I am proud to say that I go
here. This is not a challenge of
pride; I know you are proud to go
here too. My challenge is: show it.
Shake the stadium when we are
losing. People should know that
Jr. Billikens don’t run when the
going gets tough. People should
know that we fight when we are
losing. People should know that
you have spirit.
Sam Wilhelm, ’13

Letter
Why are the stands empty at games?

I

n small towns and big cities
across America, Friday nights
in fall mean one thing: high
school football. It’s the event that
the whole community looks forward to all week. No one asks
what everyone is doing Friday
night; everyone knows that the
football game is the place to be.
The football team is the most respected team in the school. The

game itself demands respect.
This year at SLUH, student
attendance at football games is
terrible. Instead of stands packed
with cheering crowds, there are
rows and rows of empty benches.
At the game at Chaminade, the
team outnumbered the students
at least 2:1. Even with the soccer
game, we need to support our
boys on the gridiron. Pack da

Haus and Spirit Week couldn’t
even bring students in.
With only a few games left,
we need to come together as a
school community and cheer our
team on. Let’s come together as
a united school community and
show everyone how The High
School supports its team.
Josh Ritter, ’14

cartoon | Maxwell Garr

Cartoons do not represent the opinions of the Prep News or St. Louis U. High.
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UNDERCLASSMEN SPORTS

JV Football builds around key players
BY Keith Thomas
Reporter

T

he SLUH junior varsity
football team is gradually
growing as a team and striving
to collect some big wins in the
remaining weeks of the season.
Head coach Sterling Brown
has a positive outlook for the squad.
“We’ve had our ups and
downs so far this year, but our team
has really improved since camp,
and I’m glad to see that,” he said.
Every good team has a
few key players. Brown praised
sophomore wide receiver and
defensive back Danny Tarlas for being one of those keys.
“He has stood out tremendously this year,” Brown said.
“He is one of our most dominant
forces out there on the field.”
Others include sophomore
running back and linebacker Aid-

en Jacobsen, whom Brown said
has stood out in his first year at
SLUH. Sophomore Perri Johnson
is a leader, always providing certain advice to players. Sophomore
Mike Zawalski has battled injuries
but has still remained a dominant
force for the Jr. Bills.
The Jr. Bills currently have a
2-3 record, with their best game
so far a shocking 19-10 win
against MCC rival Vianney.
“The game against Vianney was where we really began
to come together as a unit,” said
Brown. “It was a well-played
game and it went down to the
last minute. We had really fought
some adversity, and I was most
impressed with my team starting that game, to play and rely on
each other.”
The JV Jr. Bills have fought
through adversity this year. For

some, the season appeared to be
turning downhill, but the team
persevered through the struggle
to make themselves better, and
Brown is proud of that fact.
“I don’t want us to be satisfied at how good we are now, but
rather continue to get better as a
unit, because we have three weeks
of football left and these guys will
be heading on to a higher level,”
Brown said. “My goal in the next
three weeks is to prepare them for
the next level of football.”
Looking ahead, the Jr.
Bills face off against Lafayette,
Mehlville, and Oakville to round
off their year. Lafayette has been
a dominant football force, and
Mehlville and Oakville both are
respectable teams.
The squad’s next game is at
Lafayette on Monday, Oct. 8 at
4:30 pm.
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto
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JV XC stumbles at Forest Park,
recovers at Parkway West
BY Danny Schneller and Michael Daugherty

photo | Austin Strifler

REPORTERS

H

aving run in five races so
far this year, the JV cross
country team is off to an impressive start that includes a first place
finish at the Parkway West Invitational and a third place finish on
the “Manmaker” course at Sioux
Passage.
Junior Matt Thomas feels
that the team’s performance at the
Forest Park XC Festival was only
adequate, and noted that the team
was still getting into shape as explanation for their lackluster performance.
“There is always room for improvement,” said Thomas.
However, a dominating
performance at Parkway West
brought the team back to its usual
standards. Thomas pointed to
strong performances from sophomores Kevin Murphy and Jack
Schroder along with junior Alex
Sextro as reasons for the team’s
success. 		
Coach Joe Porter is most
impressed by the team’s strong
depth. He said that this year, JV
runners have often run at the varsity level with success.
There has only been one race
in which the JV team ran solely
on the JV level, the Parkway West
Invitational, the race they performed the best in.
The JV cross country team

Sophomore Kevin Murphy.

has three meets remaining in the
season. Tomorrow the team will
run in the MCC meet in Forest
Park. Runners are hopeful that
the cross country program will
win at all levels: varsity, JV, sophomore, and freshman, and that
the JV team will sweep the top
seven finishes in their race. Juniors Peter Charles and Brendan
Keuss stressed the importance
and potential value of fan support
as runners face off against MCC
rivals.
The JV team also races at the
Borgia Invitational on Oct. 13.
and ends its season on Oct. 24 at
the Findlay Invitational, as they
have traditionally.

Huge crop of young swimmers
gain strokes, experience
BY Leo Heinz
REPORTER

T

A JV player cuts the corner and turns upfield against DeSmet.

Boson causes mass, presides on occasion
(continued from page 1)
found by people who were looking for events where two photons
showed up in the detector,” Baumer said.
“We’d been looking (for the
Higgs boson) for a few years and
weren’t seeing much, and people
were starting to get worried,” said
Baumer.
The discovery, Baumer says,
renewed the interest of both the
public and the funding agencies
that pay for the research.
News of the discovery was
a closely-guarded secret until its
July 2012 release.
“I knew it a few days before
everyone else, but I was a part
of a small team of people who
drawing | Sam Fentress

An artist’s rendition of what the
Higgs boson might look like, maybe.
Probably not.

knew ahead of time,” said Baumer. “Some of my friends (from
CERN) were there for the announcement, and as you can
imagine, there was champagne all
around.”
The discovery of the Higgs
opens the way for much more research. There will be some delay
as the LHC will be shut down at
the end of the year to upgrade
the collider’s ability to produce
more energy.
“They’re going to almost
double the energy of the collisions,” said Baumer. “When you’re
at higher energy, for every trillion collisions, you’re going to get
more Higgs bosons.”
And physicists will want lots
of them. “Everyone’s mindset has
changed from a frantic search to
a more methodical characterization (of the Higgs),” says Baumer.
“There’s this next step of figuring
out what kind of animal we’re
dealing with.”
Baumer’s own plans have
been changed with the discovery.
As the Cambridge school year begins, he is still uncertain what sort
of particles he will be analyzing
and experimenting with.
Beyond characterizing the
Higgs boson, the field of particle
physics has plenty of work to do.
The possibility that Baumer is
most excited about is investigat-

ing the theory of supersymmetry.
Baumer explains, “Basically,
the idea is that every particle
you’ve heard of, like a quark or
an electron, or a W boson has …
a ‘secret twin,’ you could say, and
ordinarily we don’t observe them.”
The idea of each particle having a hard-to-see, supersymmetric twin might explain the masses
of “dark matter”–regions of seemingly empty space that bend light
in the same way an object like the
sun would.
“Without
supersymmetry
your next best option is accepting
that a whole bunch of huge coincidences happen,” says Baumer.
“Otherwise, the Higgs can’t exist.”
The theory is still several
years away from being tested,
however.
In the meantime, Baumer
is adjusting to the rhythms and
traditions of his new academic
home.
“Cambridge is a world of its
own. … It’s a place where you’re
sitting in the pub, and the people
are wearing tuxedoes,” he says.
“There’s such over-the-top ways
of living and doing business that
it’s hard to get used to.”
After his year of research at
Cambridge, Baumer will receive a
degree in phyiscs and return once
more to the States, to study at
Stanford University for his Ph.D.

he JV SwimBills have jumped
into a great season already.
“They are improving their
strokes and times, and they are
building their endurance,” said
head swim coach Rachel Graczak.
They have participated in
most of the meets so far, with the
exception of the varsity invitationals.
The SwimBills are one of the
largest swim teams in the state,
with 47 swimmers and 4 divers.
Swim coach and Spanish teacher
Kevin Moore explained that most
swim teams field both a varsity
and junior varsity team. The main
reason for two teams is to allow
adequate practice time.
“It’s great to have a big team.
It enables swimmers to progress

at their own pace,” said Moore.
The JV team’s season will
end on Oct. 27 with the JV MCC
Meet. The varsity meet is the following Wednesday, Oct. 31. The
State meet is on Nov. 9 and 10.
Moore said that it is great
to have two teams. If SLUH had
only one team, current swimmers
would not be able to get time in
the pool.
The junior varsity team is
made up of mostly sophomores
and freshmen.
“We continue to work hard
and move forward,” said freshman Jared Everitt.
This attitude is also reflected
by Graczak and Moore. The JV
swimmers continue improving
and working hard as the season
winds down.

Corrections
In last week’s soccer article, senior Zach
Hoffman’s name was misspelled; sophomore Nathaniel Cummings was incorrectly identified as Nathan Cummings in
last week’s article on James Gunn; and
senior Matt Horas’ name was misspelled
in last week’s Spirit Week article. The
Prep News regrets these errors.
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Thames,‘10, works with Mars Rover
BY Jacob
REPORTER

photo | Quin Thames

Hilmes

T

he Mars rover Curiosity
broke new ground this year
in its search for habitability, and
one St. Louis U. High alumnus
was able to take part in the momentous occasion. Quin Thames
’10, was involved in the imageprocessing portion of the mission.
“If you’ve seen a bunch of
the pictures coming out, a lot of
them are mosaics where they take
a bunch of photos and piece them
together to make a whole landscape,” said Thames. “That was
the kind of thing our lab was doing.”
Thames led an outstanding
scientific pursuit while at SLUH,
qualifying with nine other national AP scholars at SLUH recognized for remarkable academic
performance in the AP Program.
He was one of three students
in the class of 2010 to go through
the STARS (Students and Teachers as Research Scientists) program, which involved spending
six weeks of summer conducting
research with various professionals and professors. Thames received the LMI Aerospace Inc./
D3 technologies Award for Excellence in Research, for his research
paper “An Analysis of Dynamic
Behavior in Physical and Numerical Models.”
Curiosity’s leading purpose
is to explore Mars, and its ability
to sustain life. The rover will roll

A Mars rover model stands proudly at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

throughout the rocky surface in
search of water and other signs of
life, present and past. Weighing
about 2000 pounds and roughly
the size of a small SUV, Curiosity
is expected to last 23 months, or
one Mars year.
Thames’ involvement with
Curiosity was a result of a summer internship at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory established by
the California Institute of Technology.
“The internship was a great
experience to see what kind of
work I could be doing after college,” said Thames. “What it’s like
to work in the field, and what it’s
like to be a part of a professional
team and doing something that’s
really important and actually

matters.”
Thames’s group was one of
the first to get images back from
Curiosity as it landed. They were
not a part of the EDL (Entry, Descent, and Landing) team, which
was responsible for sending and
landing the rover, as well as covering the live broadcast of Mars’
surface. However, Thames still
played a crucial role on the dataprocessing end of the project,
mainly involving the images sent
back from the rover.
“As far as data processing
… we can really find a lot about
Mars’ atmosphere sustainability:
if it was able to support life, if it
will ever be able to support life,
and if it’s possible that there’s
manned missions to Mars further
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Little shop of horrors
(continued from page 1)

Little Shop of Horrors will feature the band on the stage. While
the musicians can see the actors,
the actors are rarely able to see the
musicians. But this hasn’t turned
out to be a problem.
“It’s so well-rehearsed, (the
actors) are not having a problem
coming in without having to see
(the conductor),” said Whitaker.
One of the defining aspects
of the production is the large Venus fly trap, a large puppet rented
from ATI, the same company that
gave SLUH the rights to perform
the musical.
The puppet requires Bava and
Szewczyk to be in-sync. To have
Audrey II speak, the lower jaw
stays on the ground and the upper jaw is moved with Bava’s upper body while Szewczyk speaks
or sings offstage.
“It might be one of the most
fun roles I’ve ever done,” said Szewczyk.
Little Shop of Horrors began
not as a musical, but as a 1960 film
that was turned into an off-Broadway production in 1982, followed
by a Broadway production and a
1986 film. The musical satirizes
low-budget science fiction, musical comedies, and Faustian legends in which a protagonist must
sell his soul to the devil.

photo | Austin Strifler

Senior Joe Essig as Seymour.

Whitaker chose Little Shop of
Horrors after looking for a musical with a small cast. The horror
aspect of the musical also works
perfectly with Halloween being
only a few weeks away.
“It’s October, it’s a good season for it,” said Whitaker.
With horror, laughter, and
songs such as “Somewhere that’s
Green,” “Suddenly Seymour,” and
“Skid Row (Downtown),” audience members are sure to enjoy
the musical.
“Even if they aren’t the biggest theater lovers, everyone can
find a piece of themselves in it,”

Burke,’78, leaves Fox News to shape the Vatican media message
BY Jack Godar and Stephen
Lumetta
CORE STAFF

B

ased in Rome for the past 24
years, Greg Burke has been all
over Europe and the Middle East
while working as a journalist for
National Catholic Register, Time
Magazine, and Fox News, covering everything from wars to the
goings-on in the Vatican. Now,
Burke is working for the same
cardinals he once covered, helping shape the stories, instead of
covering them.
Burke’s official title within the
Vatican is Senior Communications Advisor, a position not to be
confused with spokesman, which
will remain with the famous Federico Lombardi, S.J.
“I compare (the title) a lot
to the White House. There is the
press secretary and then there is
a guy who is sort of behind the
scenes, and that’s called the Director of Communications. My
title is not the director of communications but the job, as it was
described to me in the Vatican, is
very similar: sort of like a step behind,” said Burke.
“My main task is to sort of
shape the message. We can try to
unify the communications effort
a little better,” said Burke. “There’s
been a Vatican culture a lot of
times of being afraid of the media, and I experienced this on the
other side as a reporter.”
Right now, Burke is waiting
for some of the bigger Vatican stories, such as the butler leaks scandal, to pass and then he plans to
help some of the more unherald-

ed Vatican departments, such as
the library and the Vatican bank,
get their stories out to the public.
Burke said that in the
Church’s long history, it has always
been able to move on from scandals. He says that people should
try to focus on the Church’s real
message.
“The Catholic Church’s message is all about the transforming
power of God’s love for each one
of us. That’s why the stories of
the saints are so interesting. And
we have to show and tell those
stories, how faith in Jesus Christ
brings people to lead truly heroic
lives,” said Burke in an email.
Burke cites a number of reasons he was selected for the job.
“I’ve been here a long time,
speak the language, I have the
sort of American practicality in
the new language; the new communication language is English
obviously. I have great secular
journalistic credibility—basically
10 years with Time and more than
10 years with Fox. I think that had
a lot to do with it,” said Burke.
Burke also said that being
a practicing Catholic, and being
known at the Vatican helped him
to get the job. Burke would see
bishops and cardinals often, both
from covering them in the media,
and in the case of some, just seeing them around.
“For example, Cardinal Ratzinger: before he was elected Pope,
I used to see him in the neighborhood all the time because my
office for Fox was right around
the corner from his home,” said
Burke.

When Burke was initially
contacted about the job, he was
in the United States to meet with
his bosses at Fox in late May and
early June of this year. A highranking official from the Vatican
called Burke, but his phone was
off. When Burke turned his phone
back on, he learned that the official wanted to meet with him as
soon as he returned to Rome.
Burke said, “I sort of had an
idea that something was up.”
At the meeting, Burke was offered a job and 24 hours to think
about it. As he was leaving for an
assignment in Spain, he turned
the offer down.
Though Burke went to Spain
with a clear conscience, he wondered what would have happened
had he said yes. He cited his great
job at Fox, the daunting task he
would face at the Vatican, and the
unchartered territory he would be
venturing into as reasons not to
take the job.
After he returned from Spain,
Burke was offered the job again,
and this time he accepted.
“The history and the connection to the saints (in the Vatican is
good). The Vatican is where it is
because we believe it is where St.
Peter was martyred nearby. The
fact of the matter is you can go
down and pray at the tomb of St.
Peter,” said Burke.
Before he went to Rome,
Burke was a student at SLUH,
where he was influenced by his
two Latin teachers, Paul Distler,
S.J., and George Pieper, S.J., and
also the strong faith life at SLUH.
“I had two really great, great

…Jesuit teachers at SLUH: Fr.
Pieper, and Fr. Distler … there
was just a really good, solid faith
life in the student body. I used
to go to daily Mass as much as I
could in high school,” said Burke.
“I wanted to own a newspaper. I wasn’t sure I wanted to write
for one but I always liked writing,”
said Burke of his teenage aspirations.
After graduating from SLUH,
Burke went on to Columbia University, where he majored in
comparative literature and was
classmates with fellow journalist George Stephanopoulos and
graduated one year ahead of President Barack Obama.
During Burke’s senior year,
he took a class in basic journalism
that was taught by a business editor of the New York Times. Burke
enjoyed the class, so he decided
to enroll in Columbia’s Graduate
School of Journalism, a one-year
program.
“I learned a lot. I think by my
count we had three Pulitzer Prize
winners in my class,” Burke said.
In 1988, Burke became the
Rome correspondent for the National Catholic Register, a small
Catholic
newspaper.
Burke
moved to Time in 1990 as parttime, and he became full-time in
1994. According to Burke, it was
a terrific moment to see his name
in the byline of the magazine for
the first time.
“I found myself in the right
place at the right time,” said Burke
on getting the job at Time.
Burke employed a variety of

methods to get access to the Pope
and other Vatican officials.
For instance, as the bishop of
Rome, Pope John Paul II would
go to different parishes in Rome
on Sundays when he was free.
Pope John Paul II would say Mass
and then meet in the parish hall
with the various parish groups
such as the choir, and marriage
preparation people. Burke would
follow the pope around on his visits to see how he interacted with
people.
One cardinal who impressed
Burke while he was a journalist was the Vietnamese Cardinal
Thuan, who was a prisoner of the
Viet Cong for 13 years, nine of
which were in solitary confinement.
You look at a guy like that and
you say ‘wow.’ You meet some fascinating people,” said Burke.
In the mid-1990’s, Time started to lay people off, and Burke
looked for a way out. He called up
a friend who had moved to Fox,
and a month later, shortly after
the 9/11 attacks, Burke had himself a contract with the budding
Fox News.
“Times changed and Time
magazine changed and the world
of journalism changed,” said
Burke.
At Fox, Burke had a truly international job. His passport got
put to use a lot as he traveled all
over Europe and some of Asia: he
went to Indonesia once, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Lebanon, and the
Holy Land 20 times.
continued on page 8
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Soccer wrestles with tough opposition
from Reitz, Notre Dame at Gateway
photo | courtesy soccerSTL.net
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Cross country sweeps
Parkway West invitational
as postseason looms
BY Brian
REPORTER

Suhre

T

Senior Zach Hoffman dribbles around a Kickapoo defender at the Gateway Classic on Saturday.
BY Justin Sinay and Brendan
Bement
REPORTER

T

his past weekend the Jr. Bills
showed their ability to compete against top-ranked competition in the Gateway City Classic,
and just a week and a half before
MCC play begins for the Jr. Bills.
Coming off breakthrough
wins over MCC rivals Chaminade—ranked second in the
country—and CBC—currently
ranked 20th in the country—to
win the CYC Tournament a week
ago, the St. Louis U. High varsity
soccer team kicked off the first
round of the Gateway City Classic
last Friday, agaisnt Reitz Memorial from Evansville, Ind., the No.
11 ranked team in the country.
Playing on a muddy grass
field at O’Fallon Park, both teams
found it hard to adjust to the ball’s
bounces off the uneven surface
and players found themselves
slipping while trying to make
sharp cuts up the field. About
midway through the first half,
however, Reitz Memorial scored
the first goal of the match, on a
header past junior keeper Guillaume Delabar and into the back
of the net.
When the Jr. Bills stepped
onto the field for the second half
they came out strong. Senior
captain Zach Hoffman beat the
last defender on the left side and
crossed the ball to junior Tommy
Hill’s feet for as easy tap-in an the
Bills tied the game 1-1 early in the
second half.
Coach Charlie Martel said,
“We’re finding out that we’re extremely competitive with ranked
teams.”
With the momentum on
their side, the Jr. Bills did not let
up, keeping constant pressure on
the Reitz Memorial defense while
continuing to get shots on goal.
When it looked like the Jr. Bills
were on the brink of a go-ahead

goal, however, a counterattack by
Reitz Memorial led to their star
forward rocketing in a low linedrive shot from the top of the box,
giving Reitz Memorial a 2-1 lead
that they would not relinquish.
“We come forward with such
intensity, we have a tendency to
be vulnerable to counterattack,”
said Martel.
The Jr. Bills continued to generate scoring opportunities as junior Eddie Howe hit the post on
a breakaway with only eight minutes left. In the end, SLUH could
not pull off the upset and fell 2-1.
“One thing we need to work
on is scoring,” said Martel. “We’re
not doing that consistently. But
we did have chances to score and
win. We played Reitz tough. The
game was about half and half possession. It was a step forward for
the team.”
The Jr. Bills had to quickly
forget about the loss, going up
against Peoria (Ill.) Notre Dame
on Saturday morning. SLUH rebounded quickly from the Reitz
loss, as they came out hot, firing
shot after shot on the Notre Dame
goalie and keeping the defense on
their heels, but couldn’t get the
go-ahead goal.
With SLUH dominating
possession the entire game, Peoria rarely had chances to score.
Even after an inspiring half-time
speech from assistant coach Charlie Clark, the Bills still couldn’t get
one through.
“We pretty much dominated
Peoria,” said Martel. “The team is
making great strides forward. We
are in the hunt. I am absolutely
convinced that there is no one we
can’t beat on a given day.”
In the first overtime, with the
Jr. Bills threatening, Peoria Notre
Dame struck on a counter-attack.
On a cross from the right wing,
Notre Dame buried a shot past junior goalie Jack Robinson.
“We’ve gotten so much bet-

ter since the beginning of the season,” said senior Nick Kocisak.
We’ve been working the ball more
recently, we’ve been able to defend
as a team, we’re creating scoring
chances like crazy. We need to
work on finishing them.”
The Jr. Bills played again on
Saturday night, losing to Springfield Kickapoo 4-2. Senior captain
Hoffman and senior Joe Grady
had the goals for the Jr. Bills.
“This weekend we played
pretty well,” said Hoffman. We
can’t finish, that’s our problem.”
CBC, whom the Bills beat a
week earlier to win the CYC Tournament crown, won the Showcase
Bracket, topping some of the best
teams in the country.
“CBC is good,” said Martel.
“But they’re not heads and shoulders above everybody else. I think
everybody is close together, and
the state tournament should be
interesting.”
The Jr. Bills are putting in
the work this week to prepare for
MCC play looming next week,
with their only game being versus
Priory last night.
“We’re concentrating on getting the ball into the corners so
that we can attack the endline and
have more chances in front of the
goal,” said Martel. ‘We’re not a big
team, so attacking defenses down
the middle is not a good look for
us.”
SLUH kicks off MCC play
against Vianney at SLUH on
Tuesday night at 6. In the CBC
Tournament earlier in the season,
Vianney and SLUH played to a
2-2 tie.
Kocisak said of MCC play,
“We’re interested to see how far
we’ve come since the CBC Tournament.”
Martel said, “It’s important
for us to start well. We’ve only
won the conference twice in the
past 20 years.”

he St. Louis U. High cross
country team swept the
competition away at the Parkway
West Invitational this past weekend, winning on all levels against
a very competitive field. Runners
are looking to hit their stride at
the perfect time as the postseason
looms.
After enduring some difficult
team results the previous week at
Palatine and Hancock, the impressive meet sweep at Parkway
was especially gratifying. The entire team had not raced together
at the same meet since the Forest
Park XC Festival last month, but
finally got to show off the fruits
of their collective work this weekend.
The varsity race featured instate rivals Rock Bridge, Lafayette,
and Marquette. Senior captain
Matt Nicholson led the way for
the squad once again, finishing
sixth overall with a time of 16:29.
Nicholson finished behind
the two very strong front runnors—one being State two-mile
champion Noah Kauppila.
“It was a nice confidencebooster to run at the front with
some of the top guys in the state,”
Nicholson said. “It was fun to run
with Noah for the first two miles
at least.”
Sophomore Matthew Hennessey strengthened his claim to
the No. 2 spot on the team with
an impressive 10th place finish
and a time of 16:52. Junior Tom
Rubio moved up the depth chart
on the day, coming in third on the
team with a time of 17:08. Sophomore Jack Sullivan and senior Joe
Archer completed the scoring for
the team and rounded out the top
five with times of 17:26 and 17:27,
respectively.
In the junior varsity race,
senior David Arredondo and ju-

nior Peter Rackers finished strong
enough to be the team’s sixth
and seventh fastest runners on
the day, with times of 17:42 and
17:54, respectively. Sophomore
Garrett Fox was the only individual champion for the team that
day, winning the sophomore race
emphatically with a time of 18:02,
13 seconds ahead of the next finisher.
The course at Living Word
United Methodist Church for the
most part did not yield very fast
paces. The ground was extremely
muddy and soft, and the turnheavy nature of the course was
not very friendly to the runners’
momentum.
“There were so many turns
that you couldn’t afford to get
caught on the inside or you’d lose
a lot of momentum,” Nicholson
said.
Head coach Joe Porter was
very impressed with the team.
“I think that’s a day that
shows off the depth of our program,” Porter said. “A lot of guys
have been working really hard, so
for us to go and win five out of five
races is really big.”
After the disappointing finish
at Palatine, Porter was excited by
the turnaround.
“A lot of guys exceeded expectations and left feeling a little
better about how they’ve been
racing,” he said.
Nicholson echoed Porter’s
sentiments. “Many young runners
… excelled on the day,” he said.
“To be able to win on all levels is
not something every team can say
they can do.”
The team races again this
weekend at the MCC Championships, where they look to defend
their crown on all three levels.
The meet will take place Saturday morning at 9 a.m. at Central
Fields in Forest Park.

B-Soccer looks forward to
strong second half
BY MARTY JOHNSON

Reporter
lthough the B-team is off to
a decent 4-2-2 record, they
have had problems scoring goals
this season.
Sophomore Eric Helfrich
leads the team with five goals,
and the Soccerbills have scored
16 goals overall in nine games.
However in five of these games,
the team has scored one goal or
less. In these games, the Soccerbills are 1-2-2.
“It’s something we struggle
with,” says midfielder Cort Held.
“But we are continuing to get better every day.”
But the B-soccerbills have
won their past two games, outscoring their opponents 8-0 in

A

the process.
“We’ve won our last two
games because we were able to
posses the ball and create chances,” defender Joe Jasso says.
The team will have to keep
up the good play because they
still have conference rivals Vianney, who defeated SLUH earlier in
the season, and CBC to play.
“I look forward to playing
the MCC teams, especially the VHigh squad, and winning,” Jasso
said. “I think it will be a good
competitive second half of the
season full of wins, and I look forward to it.”
The B-team continues its season against Priory at Priory on
Oct. 4.
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Swim Bills improve times
at speedy Mizzou pool
BY Justin
REPORTER

Jellinek

P

erhaps the most exciting additions to St. Louis U. High
swim schedule this season, the
CoMo Invite at Mizzou last Saturday turned out to be a great success for the swimmers and divers
who attended.
Each event, excluding the
500-meter freestyle, was swum
twice in the day. The first time
through, the meet narrowed
down the swimmers so that the
fastest would go on to the finals.
In between the finals and the prelims, diving took place.
Before each race, the swimmers had the opportunity to
warm up in a separate pool, giving them a much better chance to
do well than a regular season dual
meet, where events can occur
so long after warm ups that the
swimmers’ muscles can become
tense, making for subpar racing
conditions.
The Jr. Bills took advantage
of the nice facilities at Mizzou.
The Tigers’ pool is known to be
one of the best in Missouri. As
a result, the SwimBills had a lot
of dropped times. Even though
some key swimmers, including
senior captain Nick Koors and
freshman Michael Nester, were
not able to attend, most of the
events featured a lot of success.
Freshman Justin Andrews
amazed once again, placing in the
top three in the 100 backstroke
with a time of 55 seconds, shattering the state qualification time.
Andrews also made it to
the finals along with sophomore
phenom Colin Derdeyn. Senior

captain Chris Favier also finished
with a lower time in his signature
event, the 50 free, coming in at
22.56.
Perhaps one of the most exciting finishes of the meet came
in the 200-meter freestyle relay.
Last year, SLUH’s 200 free relay
took first in the state—an expectation for this year as well. Even
without one of their usual swimmers in Koors, the Jr. Bills still
took second in the relay, losing by
only a marginal amount that can
be fixed by something as small as
a turn or a more explosive start.
“Our 200 free relay is very
excited after shaving two seconds
off our seed time, improving to
1:31.60,” said senior Ryan Caselton. “With this new time, top five
at State is looking very promising
if we continue to work and improve our times.”
Working on their times is exactly what the Jr. Bills have been
doing. Now that the season is
in its second half, the workouts
have become more intense, and
starts and turns have been added
to many of the workouts to try to
work out the kinks that will turn
a quick time into a State-winning
time.
The Jr. Bills also faced off
against the Rams of MICDS on
Tuesday. Although many race
times were slower, that testifies
to how hard the team has been
working during practice. The dual
meet times will suffer while the
team is working hard at practice,
but the MCC Conference times
as well as the State meet times are
expected to be promising.

Buy tickets to Rams vs. New York Jets game with SLUH Dads for $60
on Sunday, November 18.
-Buy tickets from Advancement office
-One ticket gets $10 voucher for food and beverages and entry to
Missouri Athletic Club tailgate from 10:00-11:30 a.m. where food
will be provided
-Sit with block of seats reserved for SLUH on lower rows of upper
deck
Contact Connie Leinauer (Cleinauer@sluh.org or 314-269-2116). Deal
does not include parking.

Underclassmen Sports Update

photo | Kyle Vogt

With a firm grasp on the ball, Raymond Wingo slides past a slipping Spartan.
BY Will Greiner
REPORTER

T

he Jr. Bills went up against
one of the year’s toughest assignments of the year on Oct. 4,
the DeSmet Spartans. With their
punishing offensive line and effective run game, the Spartans
dominated the offensive side of
the ball and delivered a 56-7 blow
to the Jr. Billikens.
“When you play a great ball
club like DeSmet’s got, you’ve
got to play error-free and we just
didn’t do that last Thursday,” said
head coach Gary Kornfeld.
The Thursday night game appeared to be a perfect opportunity for the Jr. Bills to gain some
momentum for the final stretch
of the season. With hopes still
high after last year’s victories over
DeSmet, the rowdy SLUH crowd
was upbeat and lively, even prior
to game time. But when the ball
was kicked off and the clock began, the night quickly turned into
a blur of maroon and white.
After a bruising first drive,
Marcus Jester scored DeSmet’s
first touchdown on a powerful
ten-yard run to cap a drive that
lasted just under eight minutes.
DeSmet went on an offensive
rampage after that, piling on five
more touchdowns in the first half,

Football

Monday 9/10
1
DeSmet 7
SLUH 0

2 3
13 14
0 0

4
6
0

- compiled by Michael
Zawalski

F
40
0
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No Thermopylae for the Footbills:
Spartans surround SLUH, 56-7

Fathers Club Football

JV Football (2-3)

7

Prep News

including three scores by Jester,
who ran for a total of 261 yards
and five touchdowns.
The lone SLUH touchdown
came in the first half on a six-yard
run by junior quarterback Raymond Wingo.
In the second half the Spartans tacked on two more touchdowns to leave the final score at
56-7.
By the end of the night, the
Spartans had compiled 481 total
offensive yards, 140 from passing
and the other 341 from rushing.
“A lot of it came down to
their offensive line,” captain Andy
Riek said.
Led by Division I recruit
Andy Bauer, the large and talented Spartan offensive line worked
the line of scrimmage well and
made some holes for their running back.
“They were probably the
largest offensive line that I’ve seen
in my career, which goes back 36
years,” said Kornfeld.
The Jr. Billikens never found
their offensive stride Thursday
night. The Footbills manged just
145 total yards, only two of which
came from the run game, a great
contrast to the last few weeks.
The passing game was one
promising area for the Jr. Bills.

Junior quarterbacks Sam Sykora
and Wingo seemed to find some
rhythm on the passing side of the
ball as Sykora threw for 68 yards,
Wingo for 75.
Senior captain Matthew
Hinkebein was the standout wide
receiver for the Jr. Bills, catching
three passes for 103 yards.
“Some nice balls were thrown
on Thursday, and Hinko came up
with some big catches,” said senior captain Alex Mackin.
The Jr. Bills now look to move
on from last week’s game against
DeSmet to another important
game against No. 5 Lafayette (60). The Jr. Bills are looking forward to facing the new opponent
this Friday, as Lafayette has not
appeared on their schedule in recent years.
Lafayette has scored at least
35 points in each of its games and
has allowed only 21 points all season, posting four shutouts. Their
quarterback, Matt Goro, is eighth
in the area with 12 touchdown
passes.
“It’s a big game to come out
and play a team that’s as talented
as Lafayette. It’s going to be a big
challenge, but I think we can definitely do it if we come out and play
up to our potential,” said Riek.

Soccer
C Football (3-2)

Thursday 9/27
1
SLUH 9
DeSmet 0

2
0
0

3
0
7

4
0
7

JV Soccer (8-0-1)

F
9
14

TDs:
Passing: Daniel Jackson
Receiving: David Jackson
Safety: Joey Mattingly

- compiled by Sam Tettamble and Keith Thomas

Friday 9/28
		
DeSmet
SLUH

1
0
1

2
0
1

Wednesday 10/3
		
SLUH
Bayless

1
1
0

2
3
0

F
0
2

F
4
0

- compiled by Michael Blood

B Soccer (5-2-2)
Thursday 10/4
		
1
SLUH 0
Priory 0

2
1
0

F
3
0

Goals: Gram Tolish (2), Andrew
Patke
- compiled by Marty Johnson

C Soccer (5-0)
Tuesday 9/27
CBC
SLUH

1
0
2

2
2
0

F
2
2

Thursday 10/4
		
1
DeSmet 1
SLUH 1

2
0
0

F
1
1

Goal: Jack Dempster
- compiled by Luke Thibodeau

8Somerscales takes second in drum off

LEFT HANDED
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Joel Ocampo				
difficult, as it showcased even more
BY Reporter			
talented musicians from around the
enior Jake Somerscales recently area.		
competed in the Guitar Center
“In the finals, everyone was way
drum-off. The drum-off featured better than I anticipated,” said Somertwelve of the top drummers from scales
around the St. Louis area. Each comAlthough Somerscales started
petitor played an original three-min- the finals a little surprised with the
ute drum-solo at the Guitar Center on amount of talent he was competing
Watson Road.
against, he was still successful in the
Four pieces of criteria were used final round and took home second
to judge a drummer’s performance: place.
general technique, creativity, innovaAlthough successful in his first
tion, and ability. Using these criteria, time competing, the drum-off was
the judges gave each drummer a score something that Somerscales was a
and crowned a victor by the end of the little reluctant to enter at first.
night.
“It was something that I was hesiSomerscales’ drum-off journey tant about doing because I don’t rebegan with a qualifying round on ally like to feel like I’m showing off,
Sept. 25 which featured Somerscales but a lot of my friends and my family
and five other drummers. Somer- pushed me to do it. And I’m glad they
scales came out on top of the qualify- did,” said Somerscales.
ing round, which meant he was one
Once he decided to enter the
of the top seeds going into the final competition, Somerscales had to
round.		
spend a considerable amount of time
“The qualifiers were great. I was writing a solo to perform.
going up against five other people that
“I spent usually an hour or two
were all very talented,” said Somer- each day in the week leading up to
scales.
the competition. I would spend time
The final round proved more brainstorming, watching drum vid-

S

Mock Elections and Zebrafish
Hinkebein and Dunne pursue
civics and science in Summer

BY Will Smith
REPORTER

L

ast summer senior Matt Hinkebein and junior Colin Dunne each
went to camps to help them plan their
futures.
Hinkebein attended Missouri
Boys State, a weeklong camp for juniors in high school held on the campus of the University of Central Missouri. At the camp, each student was
assigned to a city and the cities then
competed against each other for the
highest revenue. The city with the best
revenue was deemed the Model City.
Students were assigned jobs, but first
had to make a speech about why they
thought they were qualified for the
position. Hinkebein acted as a lawyer
and also a firefighter.
All the cities were combined into
one state, with about 420 students
participating altogether. The state was
then divided into two political factions, the Nationalists and the Fed-

eralists. Hinkebein ran for attorney
general of the Nationalists, but lost
the election.
Every night after the campers had
finished for the day, they heard from a
speaker. James Carville, a prominent
Democratic strategist, and Missouri
Attorney General Chris Koster, ’82,
both spoke.
“The camp is a good experience
especially if you want to do something
with business or politics later in life,”
said Hinkebein.
Dunne went to STARS, which
stands for Students and Teachers as
Research Scientists. He worked with
researchers at a lab at the University
of Missouri-St. Louis (UMSL) and St.
Louis University. Dunne had to apply
in mid-March to participate in this
camp. The camp lasted six weeks.
“The camp met two days a week at
UMSL, where scientists from around
the area would lecture. The other three
days, I was at the SLU medical campus
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Friday, October 5
Theater Tech Week (through Oct. 7)
AP
Snack—Jumbo Pretzel
4pm
JV Soccer vs. Seckman
5pm
Class of ’62 Reunion
7pm
V Football vs. Lafayette
Lunch Special—Brunch for Lunch
Healthy—Chicken Egg Roll

Schedule R

eos, or just playing drums. Then the
day of the competition I would come
home from school, and up until 6:30
when I had to be at the competition, I
would be locked downstairs just playing drums trying to finalize what I
would be doing,” he said.
Somerscales also had to fight
through a couple of difficulties.
“I had a 102 degree fever the night Saturday, October 6
of the finals,” he said. “I was going into
it feeling awful and nauseated. It kind C Soccer Tournament @ CBC (through October 13)
of affected my mindset. I was think- 10am MCC Championship (V, JV, C XC) @ Forest Park
ing, ‘I’m going against elite drummers, 11am Fall Basketball League
but how can I also be elite when I’m 7:30pm Dauphin Players Production
feeling sick?’ I feel that mentally I kind
of took myself out of the game.”
Fighting through his fever and
sickness, Somerscales still came out Sunday, October 7
with a great performance with his sec- Service Learning Retreat (through Oct. 8)
ond place finish.
12pm KEEN
Although the drum-off was new 2pm
Dauphin Players Production
for Somerscales, who usually performs in concerts and shows for more
than a three-minute period, he does
not regret the decision to compete.
“I am definitely planning on do- Monday, October 8
Schedule R
ing it again next year when I am in
Theater
Tech
Week
(through
Oct.
7)
college no matter where that may be,”
AP
Snack—Jumbo Pretzel
he said.			
4pm
JV Soccer vs. Seckman
5pm
Class of ’62 Reunion
7pm
V Football vs. Lafayette
studying zebrafish neurology. Basically, I was injecting little fish eggs with Lunch Special—Brunch for Lunch
Healthy—Chicken Egg Roll
chemicals and looking at them under
the microscope. I was trying to see if
certain chemicals affected the growth
of nerves in fish development, which
we could take and use in human nerve
growth,” said Dunne.
Tuesday, October 9
Schedule R
The camp’s aim is teaching stuAP
Sophomore Bonus Reading Test
dents how to work in a lab and what
McKendree University—M112
life would be like as a researcher.
Truman State University—M114
“It was so cool working in a lab 12:45pm Case Western Reserve U. (Sign Up in Naviance)
and seeing how everything worked. Lunch Special—Pasta Bar
Looking under the microscope was
Healthy—Country Fried Steak
mind-blowing when you really realized the complexity of things,” said
Dunne.
Next summer, Dunne plans to try
and do something with Watlow, the
company that gave Dunne a scholarship at SLUH last year. If not with
Wednesday, October 10
Schedule R
Watlow, then Dunne plans to pursue
Freshman English Tutorial
a post in another medicine-based en- AP
Maryville University—M112
vironment.
8am
Carleton College (Sign up in Naviance)
“I would definitely recommend
this camp to someone else. If some- 9:30am Skidmore College (Sign Up in Naviance)
one thought that they would want to Lunch Special—Bosco Pizza
Healthy—Slow Roasted Turkey
work in the lab, I think they should try
it out. It’s a really cool experience and
you learn quite a bit,” said Dunne.

Faith leads Burke to job at the Vatican

photo | courtesy Greg Burke

(continued from page 5)
“Fox doesn’t have a whole lot of
correspondents in Europe—or abroad
for that matter—since Fox is mostly
interested in domestic matters, but
that’s not to say they’re not interested in big international stories,” said
Burke.
Burke went on all the papal trips
and watched the already-sick John
Paul II closely.
“It was a very, very interesting
time. It was an interesting time for
me to learn television,” said Burke
on his travels with Fox to some of the
world’s more interesting places.
“I don’t know a better job in journalism than what I had (at Fox): to be
based in Rome, to travel around the
world … your name is out there. The
job was great. There were very, very Burke interviews former Prime Minister of Lebanon Rafiq Harari for Fox News in 09.
few assignments that I was not excited about,” Burke said.
Rome, and he didn’t really want to right time, put me in the right place at
Faith has helped Burke in more be there. But with some faith, things the right time.”
than just getting a job at the Vatican; worked out.
One lesson from Fr. Marty Hagan,
it has helped him all throughout his
“I don’t know whether this S.J. here at the U. High has held up for
life. Burke said that he got stuck with last move was the right move or not. Burke throughout his life: “If you try
an overnight shift job in radio journal- We’ll find out,” said Burke, laughing. to do God’s will, you’re going to be
ism in Chicago before he worked in “God kept me in the right place at the happy.”

Thursday, October 10

Schedule R
V Swim @ Lindbergh (through Oct. 12)
AP
University of Southern California—M112
Washington University—M114
5pm
JV Soccer @ O’Fallon
7pm
V Soccer @ O’Fallon
7:30pm Chorus and Band Concert
Lunch Special—Popcorn Chicken
Healthy—Sweet & Sour Chicken Skewer

Friday, October 11
Football/Soccer Reunions-Class of 72-73
AP
Kenyon College—M112
3:30pm Faculty Social
7pm
V Football vs. Mehlville
Lunch Special—Taco Salad
Healthy—Bean n’ Bean Burrito

Schedule R

calendar | compiled by Jack Kiehl

