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Renovated Commons taking shape, still on track
Closed building and hallways disrupt campus routines

by Joe Klein
NEWS EDITOR

W

ith the new school year
underway, a sight has returned to St. Louis U. High that
hasn’t been seen since 2008—the
constant presence of construction crews. Progress on the Vision
2000 (V2K) campaign resumed
over the summer and manifested
itself in the renovation of the Student Commons. The Commons
and its surrounding hallways
have been closed since construction began in early June, creating
many inconveniences throughout
the school.
Following the completion
of the Danis Field House in September 2009, progress on V2K
was suspended due to financial
constraints, placing plans for a
redeveloped student commons
in limbo as well. The former gym
space, now vacated, was used
to host special events and allschool Masses, a function which

it served until the end of the last
school year.
Earlier this year, the Board
of Trustees took action on reviving plans for renovation by hiring
Hastings & Chivetta as the plan’s
architectural firm and BSI Contractors as its general contractor.
Planning continued over the next
couple of months, and preliminary plans were released in the
spring.
A ceremonial ‘floor-lifting’
ceremony was held last May 31,
where the first piece of the old
gymnasium floor was removed.
With that, construction was officially underway.
“The construction is going
well,” said Director of Facilities
Joe Rankin. “During the summer,
there was a lot of work done as far
as demolition work that needed to
be done to get where we needed to
be.”
Over the summer, the bleachcontinued on page 5
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Director of Facilities Joe Rankin points out the future location of the
cafeteria servery as sewer line work continues.

2,700 crowd Field House Cell phones are
at Back to School mixer contraband no longer
by Daniel Schmidt
REPORTER

B

y the time the music had
stopped, the sweat had evaporated and the thin film of hair covering the Danis Field House floor
had been swept up, more than
2700 students (800 of them from
St. Louis U. High) had enjoyed
the 2011 Back to School Mixer.
Dressed in attire that would make
even Lady Gaga blush, students
filled the side court and the south
end of the main court of the Field
House, which hosted the mixer
for the first time.
The main point STUCO impressed upon the student body in
the days leading up to the mixer
was to show up early. By 6:45

p.m., there were well over 1000
students in line, and by 7 o'clock
closer to 2,000. Then the doors
opened, and twelve minutes later,
the doors were closed.
“In terms of numbers, our
main goal is that all our guys get
in,” said Assistant Principal for
Student Life Brock Kesterson.
“We're all about figuring out the
best way for that,” which is why
Student Body President Brian
Mathews said STUCO wanted everybody to arrive early, even if the
puncuality did create some problems.
“Looking back we shouldn't
have told people to come so early,”
said Mathews. “It made things recontinued on page 5
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Mixergoers crowd the floor of the Field House in the first dance held there.
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Sports

SLUH mourns
death of Mr.
Greg Bantle

Changes to the
technology policy are
intended to open the
classroom to new
mobile technology.
by Matt Cooley
EDITOR IN CHIEF

D

uring
class
meetings
Wednesday, Assistant Principal for Student Life Brock Kesterson told students that under
new changes to the technology
policy, students may carry cell
phones during the school day. As
the devices evolve to include as
much functionality as computers, the change makes possible the
optional classroom use of these
devices.
Under the new policy, students may have cell phones and
other electronic devices in their
pockets during the school day.
They may not be used in the hallways, and their use in any classroom is governed by the individual teacher’s discretion.
Most teachers found out
about the policy change only days
before students did, during the
year’s first faculty meeting. Many
teachers were initially worried
about the policy’s impact on their

Soccer studs face high expectations
The rugged varsity soccer squad has
worked tirelessly over the summer in
Ajax Camp to prove its national ranking.
Page 6
Football ready for tonight’s contest
Highly touted Jr. Bills look to conquer the
brutal road ahead led by an experienced,
explosive offense. Page 7

Despite fears, the
first week with
phones hasn’t brought
any significant
culture changes.
classes.
“My first reaction was, this
is not good,” said Spanish teacher
Charley Merriott, explaining that
he had many problems with students using phones in his class.
“I guess I was a little skeptical
about the policy because I envisioned students trying to text all
class,” said math teacher Dan See.
Kesterson explained that the
policy change had been under
consideration for a long time, as
administrators became aware that
ever more-capable phones had
the potential to be used as teaching tools. Events such as an iPad
demonstration at a faculty meeting last spring were intended to
acquaint teachers with potential
educational uses of the technology.
“You guys live in this world,”
said Kesterson. “Before, the
mindset was, well let’s turn (students) off to it while we can,
while they’re here. And I think
continued on page 4
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Let us hear your voice, SLUH’s voice
The Volume 76 Prep News editors open
their doors to the school to continue the
tradition of student conversation. Page 3
The beat marches on: getting cut
Nate Heagney puts the Kleenex box down
and picks up the pen for this commentary
on getting cut from a sport. Page 3

reg Bantle died at St. John’s
Hospital of liver failure on
Aug. 5. He was 46.
Bantle’s funeral was celebrated on Aug.
8 at Our Lady
of
Providence
Church in Crestwood. The campus was closed
and all SLUH
athletic tryouts Greg Bantle
and
practices
were canceled that day.
Many at SLUH did not know
of his sickness, for Bantle kept
quiet about his illness.
“He was very private about
it. I think that’s one of the things
that’s so sad about it. We all knew
that he wasn’t feeling well, but …
not death,” said Spanish teacher
Charley Merriot.
Bantle was born on Jan. 22,
1965 in St. Louis. He graduated
from Vianney High School in
1983 and went on to be a Washington University graduate. Before coming to SLUH, Bantle
taught at the University of Colorado and the University of Santiago in Spain.
“Profe,” as he was affectionately called in the classroom, was
first a Spanish teacher. When he
arrived at SLUH in 1993, he, along
with Merriott, were the only two
Spanish teachers. Expanding the
program, he introduced AP Spanish and was the only teacher that
taught it at SLUH. With Profe’s
guidance, the Spanish program
grew to five teachers.
Bantle’s classes were remembered as challenging and effective. He kept students engaged
in his bang-bang teaching style,
often tossing out dum-dums to
students who answered correctly.
“The expectation was you
had to be with him the whole way,”
SLUH Principal John Moran said,
explaining Bantle’s style of calling
on students in rapid-fire motion.
“It was also the type of thing you
could tell he spent a lot of time
probably in the first quarter setting up these routines … The
amount of work that took to get
to that point, you could tell that
all the structures were in place
and everyone in the room knew
what was expected of him. It was
fast paced, and it was challenging,
continued on page 2

Faculty

New faces among the faculty, part 1
Meet three of the many fresh faces in the
hall this year with a look at new foreign
language teachers Jennifer Ice, Katherine
Toussaint, and Suzanne Renard, three of
the nine new faculty members and two
ASC volunteers.
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Mr. Greg Bantle: Spanish teacher, Golf coach, sophomore moderator, friend
(continued from page 1)
and it was a high academic level.”
Merriott also had high praise
for Bantle’s teaching.
“Mr. Bantle was a master
teacher, which means you are really far along in your field,” Merriott said. “He was very good at
what he did.”
Outside of the classroom,
Bantle and Merriott chaperoned
and organized student trips to
Spain for 15 years. Bantle had a
working knowledge of Spain; he
studied and taught all around the
country.
In one famous trip to Spain,
Bantle set aside his brains for
brawn when he helped fight off a
pick-pocket who had stolen Merriott’s wallet.
“I pushed (the pick-pocket)
back into the train,” Merriott said.
“And then his partner was going
to get back on the train, but Mr.
Bantle went over by the door and

the guy took a swing at him and
missed him. And then he backed
off and we finally just threw the
other guy off the train. Then we
went to the bullfight.”
Bantle’s athleticism extended
to other SLUH clubs as well. He
served as the SLUH varsity golf
coach starting in 1997. He was
also the Table Tennis club moderator and, at one time, the moderator of the Bowling Club.
“I have heard from every
MCC golf coach and golf coaches
from many, many other schools,”
SLUH Athletic Director Dick
Wehner said. “All say Greg was
kind and fair, a good friend and a
fine coach.”
Senior golfer Jack Mimlitz remembered his involvement in the
golf team.
“He would always be walking
on the course with us,” Mimlitz
said. “He was a rules guru, and he
was very involved.”

Through
his love of
table
tennis,
Bantle became
the founding
moderator of
the Table Tennis Club. Every year in the
week
before
Christmas, he
organized a table tennis tournament
that
often featured
food and fun.
“If we ever
couldn’t find
him, we always
figured we’d go
down to the rec room and he was
probably playing ping pong,” said
Merriott.
On top of all of those commitments, Bantle acted as the
sophomore class moderator for
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Bantle poses at a sophomore dance in 1997.

16 years, a role that in previous
years included planning sophomore retreats.
“He was just a really great,
generous guy,” said Spanish teacher Kevin Moore. “He was certainly

always there for the students, and
I’m sure that’s how they remember him. He was very tolerant and
accepting of other people.”

Renard, Merriott cover Bantle’s classes SLUH plans for Steinbeck
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto The new teacher was originally

Spanish teacher Suzanne Renard.

by Adam Thorp
STAFF

T

he sudden death of longtime
Spanish teacher Greg Bantle
on Aug. 5 prompted significant
adjustments as Bantle’s colleagues
shifted schedules to ensure that
the activities he led and the classes he taught continued in this
school year.
“It was very suprising, very
hard news for us,” said Spanish
teacher and foreign language department head Myriam Aliste.
“When we had to start thinking
who would do what, that was the
hardest part.”
Adjustments for the 20112012 year had already been under
way in the Spanish department,
where Bantle had taught for 18
years. Katherine Toussaint had
been hired in the spring to teach
freshman and sophomore Spanish. “We had already hired someone to teach four classes, so we
were back to square one” in needing to hire a new teacher, said Aliste.
Describing the department’s
attempt to find another teacher,
Aliste said, “Because it was a week
before school started, people already had jobs. We called a few
of our former students that are
teaching Spanish but, again, they
already had a job, so we didn’t
want to leave those people hanging. It was a hard time for about
two weeks—and then Ms. Renard
called.”
Suzanne Renard will teach
four freshman Spanish classes.

intended to teach two freshman
and two sophomore classes, but
Renard felt more comfortable
teaching Spanish I as she is not
yet familiar with the Spanish I
textbook and would not know
how far the sophomores had progressed. Toussaint took Renard’s
two sophomore classes while Renard took the freshmen classes
Toussaint would have originally
taught.
Renard is not new to St. Louis U. High, or even the language
department. Twenty-one years
ago Renard ended a five-year stay
as a French and Spanish teacher
at SLUH. Old connections from
those days alerted her to the job.
Aliste said, “Mr. (John)
Mueller from the art department
knew her from when she taught
years ago here, before my time.
He contacted her, she contacted
the school and she offered help for
this year. That was wonderful.”
Renard said of her new career
opportunity, “It came completely
out of the blue.”
Renard has extensive experience in education and foreign
languages (she speaks German
as well as Spanish and French).
Her varied experiences include a
year with the Aliance Française,
the French language and cultural
group; a summer teaching in
Managua, Nicaragua’s capital, at
the Jesuit school there; and time
teaching at DeSmet before she
arrived at SLUH. Renard has a
double Bachelor’s degree in Music
and French, and has taken graduate level classes in Spanish.
Since leaving SLUH she has
kept busy. “I had my own language business where I interpreted some. Mostly it was pro bono.
I did some interpreting for refugees,” said Renard. She also homeschooled three of her children,
two of them through high school.
She taught part time at Nerinx
and the St. Louis Language Immersion schools.
Renard feels that the essence
of the school has remained the
same since she originally taught
here. “It feels like the same place
of good will, camaraderie. Very
much the way it did to me years

ago,” she said.
Some more superficial changes have, however, been marked
improvements. “The spaces of
course are all different. The women’s bathroom—huge improvement. Twenty-one years ago it
was in the back of the Dauphin
Players’ office. I ran the length of
the building and down the stairs
in three minutes. I basically just
kind of waited,” Renard said. “It
was kind of gross in there.”
Bantle’s loss leaves another
important gap in the Spanish curriculum. Charles Merriott, another Spanish teacher, said, “The big
realignment was what to do with
his AP classes. Nobody has ever
taught an AP Spanish class except
Mr. Bantle,” who introduced that
class at SLUH.
Merriott agreed to teach the
Spanish Advanced Placement
class. Merriott said, “While all of
us are certainly capable of teaching the AP classes, mine was the
only schedule that worked. I never bothered with AP or knowing
what they did in class. I knew they
prepared for the AP test, but I had
never really seen them. It was
kind of a crash course.”
But Merriott remains confident. Merriott said, “I’m learning
an awful lot. I don’t worry about
the Spanish, I know the Spanish.
I just want to know, ‘Will I design
a course correctly so the students
will do well on the exam?’ That’s
my big concern.”
This means that Merriott will
be teaching all of the senior Spanish classes, something that the department tries to avoid. Merriott
said, “Since everything happened
a week before school started, we
didn’t have much of a choice.”
Aliste expressed gratitude for
the sense of teamwork in the department: “Thank God we have
people who are willing to help. It
has been a smooth transition. The
department gets along well, even
more so with new blood.”
Bantle also served as varsity
golf coach. Social studies teacher
Tom Wilson, who helped coach
the JV golf team for most of Bantle’s time as coach, said that a decision on coaching will be made
later in the school year.

by Kieran Connolly
REPORTER

S

t. Louis U. High students returned from summer vacation and began the year in the
usual fashion—with a test on
the all-school summer reading
book, John Steinbeck’s Of Mice
and Men. But this year, the book
discussion seemed noticeably absent. Instead, the discussion will
take place on Oct. 12, later than it
has been in the past.
Currently, the plan is to use
the traditional format of discussions in small groups led by
National Honor Society members. But there will be a key difference—in addition to having
to read the book, students will
see the Dauphin Players’ performance of Of Mice and Men as
well.
Of Mice and Men, chosen by
the Fine Arts department, tells the
story of George Milton and Lenny
Small, two Depression-era migrant workers who come to work
at a ranch in California. The play
will be shown to each grade individually, between Oct. 4 and Oct.
7, said Fine Arts teacher Kathryn
Whitaker. The specific scheduling for each class has not yet been
determined and will have to work
around retreats planned for those
days.
But the idea of coordinating the book with the play, said
Whitaker, “would be a wonderful
opportunity to do something a
little different and combine it with
a performance. The story they
have read and privately imagined
in their minds will be played out
on the stage before them. They
will witness how the actors and
director, lighting, scenic and costume designers all contribute to a
shared vision of Steinbeck’s extraordinary world.
NHS members will be given
guidance for leading their discussions from Whitaker and English
teacher Steve Missey and NHS
moderator Kathy Chott, who
said that the discussion should
be similar to previous years, but
she hopes that “there will be some
discussion on the difference between the book and the theater
production, and in the way the
characters are presented.”

Chott also appreciates that
this year’s plan also “(gives) students in the theater production an
opportunity to share their work
with the rest of the school.”
Despite the book’s short
length, Of Mice and Men is full of
moral dilemmas and “many troubling things that Steinbeck challenges us with that will be wonderful to discuss,” said Missey.
SLUH senior Tom Blood,
who plays the role of Lenny, a
mentally handicapped man, said,
“The production can be a touchy
subject, because out of context,
there’s a lot of hatred, there’s a
lot of racism, there’s a lot of misogyny. ... I think coming with the
understanding (from reading the
book) that it all fits into context
will help people draw more out of
the play.”
Blood also points out that the
book can give a deeper sense of
detail to the script, saying that in
the first scene of the novella, his
character “drags his feet on the
ground like bear claws. You can
also draw huge emotional information from the book that you
might not be able to get from the
text of the play.”
As an NHS member, Blood
will help lead a discussion himself,
and said, “I hope that (the discussions) are more concrete, in that
having seen all these people come
to life on stage, right in front of
you, the world of the book will become more immediate and maybe
even more current, and thus more
relevant for the audience.”
As for student reactions, the
book seemed fairly well-received,
but the story’s ending with a moral dilemma and tragedy left many
students dumbstruck. “I think it
was a good book,” said junior Travis Golick. “It was really powerful
at the end that George had to kill
Lenny. The book made me think
about … what the right thing to
do is, versus what you want to
have happened.”
Senior Michael Baldetti said,
“I feel like Steinbeck gave a good
description of each character, so
that we became attached to each
of the several main characters,
and that made it more emotional
when the end came.”
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We’re all ears: Sharing in traditions that unify us

O

nce a week for ten, brief
minutes of homeroom a
school full of diverse interests and
activities is mostly united in one
common act. The delivery of the
Prep News every Friday morning allows us to look back on the
news and achievements of the
past week and look forward to our
school’s future.
Between theater, clubs, sports
teams, and community service,
you can find SLUH students making their various marks throughout the building, campus, or metro area at any given time—usually
displaying a remarkable breadth
of talents and interests. But with
something as simple as the reading of the school newspaper, our
wide focus becomes, if only briefly, somewhat more unified.
As the Prep News enters its

76th year of publication, we will
make it our priority to take advantage of that unity as we strive
to truly represent the voice of
SLUH.
No matter the medium,
SLUH is a place where great discussions happen. Whether it’s a
theology class debating moral issues, or a simple hallway conversation about the new cell phone
policy, students have diverse
opinions and love to share them.
One place where these discussions take place—perhaps one
you haven’t thought about—is in
the pages of this paper. As students in every homeroom pick
papers off the stack on Friday
mornings, they read not only
the news and sports of the week,
but also parts of a conversation
in which people in the commu-

nity contribute opinions and perspective. The paper is one of the
few mediums for discussion that
reaches everyone—students and
teachers in homeroom, parents
and alumni via the Internet.
Throughout its history, the
paper has sparked countless discussions about what makes SLUH
a wonderful place to study, have
fun, and grow; and conversations
about where the SLUH community has missed the mark.
For this tradition to continue, the Prep News needs your
participation. While we four editors and our eight staff members
do our very best to digest the
stories that surround us and present them to you, we alone cannot
convey every aspect of the SLUH
experience. For us to be truly representative of the school, we need

to hear the voices of everyone—
students and faculty, freshmen
and seniors, science teachers and
theology.
The school’s theme for this
year is ‘committed to doing justice’, one of the five principles
from the grad-at-grad. Before
we can begin applying that principle in the community, we must
first start here, within the walls
of SLUH. And the beginning of
justice is allowing everyone to
share opinions, so we can recognize where justice has been served
and where it hasn’t. While we feel
that we’re successful in accurately
representing the diversity of the
school’s interests and activities,
we aren’t fully doing our job unless we convey the abundance of
opinion that exists inside SLUH.
The Prep News, like all of

SLUH, is looking for new tools to
extend the discussion to all members of the SLUH community.
Beginning this week, we’ll begin posting short updates on our
Twitter account, @sluhprepnews.
We’ll continue to use our extensive website (sluh.org/prepnews)
and Facebook page. And while
the couches in our office, J220, are
certainly more worn and stiff than
the overstuffed models that will
furnish the Commons, our office
is a place for anyone to work, relax, and engage in discussion.
So like us on Facebook. Visit
our website. Come write an article. Or, especially, send us letters,
since carefully constructed written discussion, printed on newsprint and shared every Friday in
homeroom, is a tradition worth
contributing to.
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The beat marches on: Dealing with being cut from sports
by Nate Heagney
EDITOR

W

alk around the hallways of
SLUH, and you can’t help
but feel immersed in the great lore
and tradition of Jr. Billiken athletics. Banners celebrate our school’s
many championships, trophies
dating back decades display our
many achievements, and photos
lining the walls capture moments
of victory for our teams and pride
for the entire school. However, often cast to the side in the grandeur
of these great athletic accomplishments are the broken hearts, lost
identities, and pain that come for
the many students who were casualties of SLUH’s great athletic
tradition—the students who were
cut from sports.
It’s a harsh reality. Out of the
18 various sports at SLUH, only
five do not cut players. With so
many students interested in athletics, many teams have no choice
but to cut players, leaving a trail of
heartbroken students, most often
freshmen, who have for much of
their lives been defined, for better
or for worse, by what sports they
play and how well they do at those
sports.
I was one of those heartbroken students. My freshman year, I
was fortunate enough to play both
freshman basketball and football,
and the times I spent with those
teams were some of the best of my
life. But come sophomore year, I
quit football and basketball quit
me. I made it past the first round
of cuts for B-Team basketball but
when it came time to narrow the
squad from 14 to 12 players, Mr.

Follow the
Prep News

Rittenhouse told me I was one of
the two that wasn’t going to make
it.
That memory is burned into
me like a movie you’ve seen 100
times. It was the last, and only,
time I cried in high school. I
wanted more than anything in the
world not only to play basketball
and be a member of that team, but
more than that, to be able to define myself as a high school basketball player, as an athlete. The
idea of not playing a single sport
went against everything I had
been told was important for the
previous ten years of my life, and
left me feeling insignificant and
lost.
This year, I’m a senior advisor, and when listening to my
freshmen, it is clear the most
common ice breaker for conversation is athletics, just as it was
my freshman year. Just thinking
about the number of times freshman year I heard about Mary
Queen of Peace’s eighth grade
city-county basketball championship leaves me feeling woozy.
Perhaps it’s a St. Louis thing,
or perhaps it’s merely a product of
the culture we live in today, but
for much of childhood and adolescence, we are often defined by
our achievements in sports. And
though I’ve grown to realize how
many more equal or more significant things there are to be valued
in life, it’s nearly impossible not
to get caught up in the glamour
of athletics, especially in grade
school or the early years of high
school.
It’s because of this that there

is nothing I, or anyone else, can
say that will make those kids who
get cut from a team feel any better. It was deeply saddening to see
the freshmen in my homeroom
that on Direction Day raised their
hand when asked if they were trying out for a sport, then not raise
their hand for the same question come homeroom the next
week. And at SLUH, it’s not even
entirely just an indication of talent whether or not you make the
team. There are many kids here
who at other schools could not
only play sports but star. We cut
talented athletes at SLUH (even
if I might not have been one of
them) and that’s incredibly hard
to deal with for those kids. The
notion that you might never play
a sport you love competitively
again is nearly impossible to swallow.
We get so excited when we
win those championships or pack
our $12 million Field House with
fans for a basketball game, but the
suffering of kids who were cut on
the path to that excitement is for
me one of the hardest parts about
our school. And no piece of advice, story, example, or commentary in the Prep News will make
that pain go away immediately for
any kid.
But what I can tell those kids,
from experience, is this: it does
get better with time, and you have
some control over how quickly it
gets better and how much better
it gets. For weeks after I was cut
from basketball, I was in a shell,
not wanting to do anything or talk
to anyone. And those were some

of the most miserable weeks of
my life.
However, eventually I broke
out of that; I threw myself into
my schoolwork and my friendships. I found other passions like
the Prep News, things that, at the
end of the day, I was always more
inclined to succeed in than athletics. My English teacher at the time
Rich Moran told me, “You won’t
be able to understand this now,
but in time you’ll realize you were
born to do things other than play
basketball, and you were born to
do them well.”
He was right. I couldn’t
understand that then, but I do
understand it now. And it’s advice that applies to any student
at SLUH who wasn’t fortunate
enough to see his name appear on
that final roster.
If given the opportunity to
go back in time and make that
basketball team, I would have
to pause. The 15-year old in me
would jump at the opportunity,
and if I’m being honest with myself, I would probably still want to
play. But it’s not as easy a decision
as it once was, and that’s because
I’ve come to realize that not play-

ing a sport has allowed me to see
so many other great parts of SLUH
and of my life, as well as interact
and bond with students whom I
might otherwise have never been
in contact with. Maybe I was never going to play basketball at the
level I wanted, but had I remained
distraught and isolated after being
cut, I would not have experienced
many of the things that I’m proud
to say have come to define me today, and none of which are related
to playing sports.
So, to those of you who, like
me, have been cut from a sport,
it’s okay to feel bad about being
cut. It’s okay to cry or want to hide
from the world. If someone tries
to tell you that it’s no big deal, or
that you shouldn’t feel bad, they
don’t know what they’re talking
about. But at the end of the day,
life marches on, and you want to
be marching along with it ready
to seize all the other opportunities
that have been opened. If you do
that, I can’t promise all that pain
will go away right away, but it will
leave eventually and you’ll be all
the better for it, ready to define a
whole new you.
cartoon | Greg Fister
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News or of St. Louis University High School.
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New technology policy means teaching cell phone etiquette, not prohibiting technology
(continued from page 1)
with cell phones, that was OK.
Now that these have evolved into
something much more than just a
phone, and the classroom is able
to utilize these in a positive way, I
think it’s almost irresponsible for
us to overlook it at that point.”
Kesterson said that the need
to revise the policy became more
clear after an increasing number
of students, parents, and teachers
asked if iPads and similar devices
could be used during the day.
“We’d get phone calls and
emails saying, ‘What is the policy
on this?’ And the answer was,
‘There isn’t really anything.’ We
needed to address that. So we
started to say, we’re going to put
this in the hands of the individual
teacher.”
One indication that the administration sees phones as more
than just phones: making calls
during the school day is one activity that the policy specifically
disallows.
The policy as printed in the
Student Handbook also disallowed sending text messages. After the handbook went to print,
however, Kesterson reluctantly
decided that distinguishing text
messaging from other activities,
such as using school email, would
be difficult to enforce.
photo | Ben Banet

Sophomore Michael Daughtery
sends a text message during a
break period.

At this point, most teachers
have chosen to keep cell phones
and other mobile technology out
of their classrooms, requiring students to have phones silenced or
off.
“My first day of class in
chemistry I had the guys get their
phones out and Google ‘Ira Remson’ for (a demonstration involving that chemist’s work),” said
Russo. So someone Googled him,
pulled it up and gave us some history while I was setting up the
demo. And then I said, that’s the
last time you’ll use your phones in
here. And that was that.”
“In my classes, I said ‘I don’t
want to see it, and I don’t want to
hear it,’” said Merriott. “I don’t really anticipate any problems with
that.”
See’s class has been one exception to the trend. While he
expects students not to use their
phones without permission—he
forbids students from having
their hands in their pockets—he
conducted an activity using cell
phones in his statistics class. Using a service called polleverywhere.com, which is free for
groups of fewer than 30 people,
he conducted a text-message poll
to determine students’ favorite colors and numbers. As students sent in their responses, a
graph on See’s computer showed
the distribution of results in real
time. The class then analyzed the
statistics—the number seven and
the colors blue and green far outweighed other responses.
See was surprised by how few
students actually were able to participate in the activity.
“In each class, I found about
half of them had (phones) and
half of them didn’t,” said See. “I
would assume that if they had it,
they would have brought it out for
this exercise. I thought that everyone would have had it.”
Many students expressed
indifference toward the policy,
electing not to carry their phones.
“I don’t really use it in school

anyway,” junior Brendan Bement
explained for his decision not to
carry his phone. “Just to get the
time is all I use it for.”
“My phone doesn’t have a
silent option, so I was just going
to keep my phone in my locker
either way,” said freshman Eric
Pitlyk. “It doesn’t really matter to
me.”
Even students who are now
carrying phones haven’t seen the
new policy as a big issue.
“Now that you can (carry phones), I kind of feel like,
why not?” said sophomore Joe
Reichold. “But I don’t really see
a purpose of why they would
change (the rule).”
So far, teachers’ fears about
cell phones becoming a distraction in class have not come true.
As of Thursday, Kesterson
was aware of only two violations
of the cell phone policy.
“I’m beginning to think it
might not be as big a deal as I
thought it would be,” said See.
“But it’s still early.”
Some students speculated
that allowing students to carry
cell phones may actually decrease
the likelihood that they will become a distraction.
“I don’t see many people trying to sneak their cell phones to
text people anymore, because they
know they can text at Activity Period and lunch,” said Bement. “In
class, I’d say it’s better.”
“I haven’t really seen anybody using them in class,” said
Reichold. “I guess the fact that
you now can carry them makes
people want to use them more responsibly.”
Teaching students how to use
cell phones responsibly will be a
major focus now that the devices
are present at SLUH.
“I hope the expectations are
clear, and there doesn’t have to be
any sneaking around,” said Kesterson. “Now it’s about knowing
how to appropriately use them.
I think that’s where we need to
go, and I think it’s an important

thing for us as a
school to do.”
Some
of
these
lessons
will probably
deal with reinforcing the
importance of
having
time
without technology for personal and community growth.
“My worry with
cell phones is
more on the
spiritual side,”
said theology
teacher
Matt
Sciuto.
“Part
of spirituality
is being alone.
The
problem
with technology is you guys
are never alone. Even if you’ve
got free time, what do you do?
Cell phone. Computers. iPads.
And if you don’t want to be alone
with God, are you ever alone with
yourself, thinking about your
own thoughts, wondering about
things?”
English teacher David Callon, meanwhile, worried about
the impact of cell phones on the
time students spend together.
“Being a man for others
means being present every moment to the people and the needs
in my world,” said Callon. “That
doesn’t mean just the poor; that
means the person I sit next to in
homeroom every day deserves my
presence, my attention.”
Callon stressed the need to
teach appropriate cell phone use
outside the classroom. He disallows cell phones and other devices in his homeroom and when
his tennis team travels together in
a school van.
And Kesterson still worries
about how much technology exposure is too much.
“I have problems with (my
iPhone) sometimes too,” he said.
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“You can get easily bogged down
by the addictive nature of these
things.”
Only time will tell whether
the inclusion of mobile technology into the fabric of life at SLUH is
a huge improvement in education
or a tragic blow to face-to-face
communication. But after a week
with the new policy, it seems that
not much has changed.
Kesterson said of students
he’s seen in the cafeteria, “Guys
are still talking, they’re still doing
homework, they’re still communicating the old-fashioned way.
From my perspective, that concern of the human connection has
not been an issue, thus far. Does
that mean that they won’t be an
issue forever? Not necessarily. But
as of right now, I’m pleased that
guys are still behaving like they
normally would.”
“I like the idea that the technology is there and we can’t ignore it and we just have to learn
with it,” said Russo. “The fear is
that it will become a distraction
in my classroom, and four days in
it has not become a distraction in
my classroom. That I know about.
Yet.”

Dress code tweaks: Jackets jettisoned, socks
specified, polo shoes prohibited

Ice fills void in Latin

STAFF

REPORTERS

by Jack Godar

B

ecause of recent changes to
the school dress code, St.
Louis U. High students fond of
wearing full-zip jackets, Polo
shoes, and no socks will need to
make a wardrobe change, at least
five days a week.
Assistant Principal for Student Affairs Brock Kesterson
made three subtle changes to
the dress code for the 2011-2012
school year.
Socks are now required at
all times (even with sandals or
Birkenstocks) and Polo shoes
have been banned, as have full-zip
jackets that do not have a “SLUH”
on them. Though Kesterson’s reasons for the changes vary for each
tweaking of the code, all of them
combat the increasing casualness
that he says has pervaded SLUH
in recent years.
Kesterson’s decision to ban
full-zip jackets (except those with
SLUH on them) comes a year after admitting them into the dress
code. Kesterson said that when
he made the rule change last year,
he had meant full-zip athletic

jackets, but not the North Facetype fleece jackets that were fairly
prominent at SLUH last year. This
year, thin athletic quarter or halfzip jackets are the only non-SLUH
jacket that can be worn. Kesterson
hopes that this will curtail more
malicious uses of jackets.
“(The fleece jackets) have
all these pockets and it leads to
temptations such as stealing or
cheating,” said Kesterson.
For Kesterson the decision
to require socks was a long time
coming. He said that wearing
socks was an unwritten rule for
him that always should have been
in the handbook. Over the summer, Kesterson decided to put
an end to the sockless scholars at
SLUH.
“The sock thing was something just that always should have
been in there,” Kesterson said.
The final change to the school
dress code was the banning of casual cloth Polo shoes. The shoes
became popular at SLUH last year,
and this code change is probably
the most notable. Kesterson said
that he felt the shoes were too casual to be worn in school.

“To me, (the Polo shoes) were
tennis shoes basically,”Kesterson
said.
Student reactions to the dress
code changes have been varied so
far.
Sophomore Andrew Long
didn’t mind the full-zip jacket
ban, but said that he would be
unhappy if all jackets had to be
SLUH jackets, citing the jacket’s
high cost.
“I’d have to spend 60 bucks
for (a jacket),” Long said.
Senior Matt Neyer expressed
indifference to the rule changes,
saying that he doesn’t wear fullzip jackets or Polo shoes, and he
does wear socks.
“It affects me very little,” Neyer
said.
However, just because the
rules are in effect this year doesn’t
mean they will definitely be in the
2012-‘13 dress code, since Kesterson is always analyzing the dress
code and is not afraid to make
changes year to year.
“These are things that constantly come up and things that
I constantly am evaluating,” said
Kesterson.

by Brian Dugan
and Sam Fentress

J

ennifer Ice has been hired in
the Latin department and will
be working alongside fellow Latin
teacher James Gioia.
Ice is taking over for substitutes Michael Marchlewski
S.J. and Ralph Houlihan S.J.,
who took over mid-year for Tychonievich after he lost his battle
with cancer.
Ice was born and raised in
southern Missouri, and attended
Truman State University, where
she received her Bachelor’s degree. She then earned her Master’s degree at the University of
Texas at Austin.
Before getting into teaching,
Ice aspired to become a doctor,
prompting her to familiarize herself with Latin. However, she decided to pursue teaching instead
after she discovered that medicine
may not be the right career choice
for her.
For six years, Ice taught all
levels of Latin at University City
High School, serving as the lone
Latin teacher. But as she’s discovered in her first week at SLUH, it is a
huge benefit to work with another

Latin teacher Jennifer Ice

teacher, especially one as experienced as Gioia.
“One of the reasons I wanted to come her . . . (was) so that
I could have somebody to work
with,” Ice said.
Ice said that Gioia has been a
huge help, and the entire faculty,
along with her Latin students,
have helped ease her transition
tremendously, she says.
“I’m going to love the students wherever I go, and (at
SLUH) the adults are super-duper
welcoming and nice,” said Ice.
Ice is a vibrant person with a
charismatic personality, and is already fitting in nicely with SLUH’s
students and faculty.
Freshman Sean Meehan, a
Latin I scholar, said of Ice, “She’s
really upbeat, and she makes class
fun.”
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Future commons area stripped to bare concrete, requiring school to find detours
(continued from page 1)
ers and wooden gymnasium floor
were removed from the Commons. Old air ducts are now being
replaced with a new set of HVAC
duct work, and new light fixtures
are set to be installed, all of which
will be accompanied by a lowered
cloud ceiling. This will lower the
apparent ceiling height to 20 feet,
from its current height of roughly
30 feet.
Much of the space once occupied by visiting and faculty
locker rooms, as well as the surrounding hallway and former
athletic offices, are in the midst
of being converted into the new
kitchen and servery, which will
open directly into the Commons.
In many areas, the concrete floor
was excavated to accommodate
the replacement of sewer lines.
Construction is expected
to be complete in January. Upon
completion, the shell of the gymnasium will be transformed into a
cafeteria and dedicated gathering
space for special events.
When fully equipped as a
dining area, the capacity will be
flexible, but will be at least 600,
more than enough to hold both
classes at one time.
The south wall, which fronts
the Berthold Avenue turnaround,
will be demolished and reconstructed as an all-glass wall. According to Rankin, that demolition will hopefully take place in
the coming weeks, once a temporary plywood wall is constructed
behind it. A large stained glass
window will be stationed in the
center, providing a background
for the construction of a dedicated stage, which will be used for
special events such as all-school

Masses.
Directly opposite the stage,
one of two new concession areas
will be installed; adjoining the
two will be a retractable wall that
can be brought out when events
call for smaller, more intimate
spaces. The former concession
stand, which once stood in the
northwest corner of the Commons and adjoined the Danis
Lobby, has been demolished, and
the entrance to it from the lobby
has been sealed with drywall.
The secondary student commons, often used as a cafeteria
overflow space, is currently barren. Upon construction’s completion, that area will be transformed
into a new lobby and bookstore, as
well as housing the switchboard.
The hallway that once connected
the Commons to the cafeteria will
be renovated, and will be a “history wall” highlighting key events
in SLUH history. The entryway
immediately outside of that commons will be reconstructed into
a main entrance, and the statue
of St. Ignatius, currently located
in the Upper Field, will likely be
moved to that entrance.
While most of the construction is shielded away from the
school, its effects still reverberate throughout the entire campus. The eastern portion of the
Berthold Avenue turnaround
has been closed to accommodate
construction trailers, and drivers
are now forced to turn around at
a small break in the median near
the theater delivery dock. Despite the smaller area available for
drop-off and pickup, as well as the
reduced turning radius for cars
turning around, Rankin has not
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Construction equipment sits in the stripped-down entrance area
facing the Berthold Avenue circle.

observed any major traffic disruptions or slowdowns as a result.
“I monitored (traffic) for
about three or four days in a row,
and it seemed to be that it really
hasn’t been that much slower than
in the past,” said Rankin.
The main student entrance,
opening into the cafeteria overflow room and student commons, was also shut down due to
construction. Students that are
dropped off in the morning are
now being instructed to enter the
school through the Danis Lobby
and walk along the Upper Field to
reach their classrooms, and a second door near the weight room,
just east of the main entrance, is
open as well.
Most of the fine arts hallway
is blocked off so that construction crews can install a doorway
to the Commons. Although there
is still limited access to the band
and chorus rooms through the
Danis Lobby, fine arts teacher Joe
Koestner notes that many of his
and band teacher Bryan Mueller’s
students enter their classrooms
off of the Upper Field, bypassing
the lobby completely.
“They’re going to go outside
until construction is done here,”
said Koestner, who believed that
they could potentially restore access to that hallway in a matter of
weeks. Currently, the band lockers have been removed from the
hallway and turned perpendicular, blocking off hallway access
past the band room. Three band
lockers, located near the new
doorway, were rendered inaccesible in the construction.
The construction site is located close to Koestner’s choral
room, which concerned him, as
the construction noises could
have potentially impeded his
classes. However, according to
him, much of that work was done
in early August, before his classes
began. Currently, little more than
a soft hum can be heard in his
classroom.
“It’s not a great inconvenience,” said Koestner.
With the Commons a shell
of what it once was, special events
normally held in that space are
being held in interim locations.
The Back to School Mixer, a staple
of the Commons (and the gymnasium beforehand), was held in the

Back to School mixer draws large crowd;
payment and rain are issues in Field House
(continued from page 1)
ally hard in the beginning.”
Kesterson agreed. “The money exchange was difficult because
there was such a rush of people.
Which also made it very hard to
monitor people with breathalyzers,” said Kesterson. “We sit down
after the mixer every year, and go
over it and the different ways we
can make it better for next time,
and one of the main things we
want to do is make that process
a little cleaner and more systematic.”
Given the immediate rush,
students who were running just
a little behind were out of luck.
Social Executive Chris Lynas said
that as many as 100 students who
showed up late were turned away.
“Oh yeah, at 7:12 that was it.
And you don't enjoy doing that,
but 2700 kids and $19,000 are
both pretty solid numbers,” said

Lynas.
While the biggest change for
the mixer was obviously the location, a more subtle and suprising
change is that this year the mixer had a sponsor, City Lighting
Products, who paid for the songs
used by STUCO.
“We got on the (STUCO)
iPad and created a playlist, and
thanks to the help from our sponsor we were able to get whatever
we needed from iTunes,” said Lynas, who added that the music
also included live mash-ups from
juniors Adam Patton and John
Wilhelm. STUCO also got a lot
of technological help from senior
Spencer Vogel.
The mixer itself went extremely well by all accounts.
Kesterson did say, however, that
there was something malfunctioning with the air conditioning,
and thus a steady stream of water

rained down from the ceiling.
“I'm not really sure what exactly it was, but fortunately it was
away from the dancing a little bit,
so it wasn't as big an issue as it
could have been,” he said.
Freshmen Michael LaDriere
reiterated the overall positiveness
shared by STUCO and the administration about the mixer itself. “It was great. I really enjoyed
the ratio of girls to guys.” When
asked if the close proximity and
excess amount of sweating bothered him, LaDriere responded
jokingly, “No, I was really sweaty,
but I didn't mind it because the
girls were sweaty too.”
Nerinx Hall senior Jamie
Freeman agreed, saying the mixer
was just as fun as always, even
with the relocation. “I definitely
had fun. SLUH STUCO is awesome and they should have another mixer in the new gym.”

Danis Field House this year.
“It was a different setup,” said
Assistant Principal for Student
Life Brock Kesterson. “It was one
we’re not used to. As for things I
liked—the mezzanine level gave
us a nice break from the dance
floor.”
The first all-school Mass of
the school year—the Mass of the
Holy Spirit—will be held at St.
Francis Xavier College Church,
instead of at the Field House or
another location.
To the right of the stairs that
will eventually lead to the school’s
new main entrance, a wheelchair
accessible ramp will be created.
Because of the high slope from
the plaza below to the top of the
stairs, the ramp will circle back on
itself multiple times in order to
have an accessible incline. Rankin
explained that although the entrances near the weight room
and Danis Lobby are both handicapped-accessible and therefore
compliant with the Americans
with Disabilities Act, they were
obligated to make this entrance
handicap accessible as well.
In addition to the wheelchair
ramp, a newly-installed elevator will connect what is now the
northwest corner of the cafeteria to the welcome lobby, behind
the planned Spirit Store and in a
space that once was occupied by
P.E. lockers. The elevator shaft has
been dug out, and construction
on it is moving forward. However,
to accommodate its construction,
a large portion of the cafeteria was
closed off and made unavailable
for seating, reducing the capacity by roughly 130. When coupled
with the loss of the entry commons/cafeteria overflow room, a
gap existed between the seating
capacity of the cafeteria and the
number of people eating lunch at
a given time.
As a result, many more students ate lunch on the upper
field or outside of the theater. On
Wednesday, during junior-senior
lunch, roughly 100 students were
sitting in Alumni Park eating, and
approximately 80 ate outside of
the theater.
This recent trend of people
eating lunch outside not out of
personal preference, but from necessity, will continue until January
when construction wraps up. Kes-
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Grafitti from the STUCO room
remains on a support pillar after
the surrounding walls have been
torn down.
terson noted that after a few days
of this displacement, the transitions had occurred fairly smoothly, and the amount of trash wasn’t
overwhelming.
“It wasn’t difficult moving
people outside,” said Kesterson.
“What will be difficult is when the
weather turns nasty, and we need
to find covered places for people
(to eat).”
To help alleviate the overflow,
freshmen and sophomores were
allowed to eat lunch outside—
previously, they had been limited
to the cafeteria or commons—and
tables were set up in the north end
of the Rec Room.
However, after yesterday’s
lunch periods, many students reportedly left the Upper Field ridden with trash, and as a result,
Kesterson will not permit students to eat lunch there tomorrow.
“It’s been a mess,” said Kesterson.
Cost estimates for the Commons renovation were initially
estimated at less than $5 million,
and according to Rankin and
president David Laughlin, the
project is still running on schedule and in line with previous
estimates. Though the primary
donors for the project have been
identified, no formal announcement reading the naming of the
Commons has not yet been made.

SLUH hosts Eucharistic Congress
by Sam Chott
REPORTER

S

t. Louis U. High hosted St.
Louis’ latest Eucharistic Congress over the summer, the first in
one held ten years.
The event, billed as “a gathering of Christ’s faithful to celebrate
our Lord’s Real Presence in the
Eucharist,” was held from June
24-26, with the main day of festivities taking place at SLUH.
Events held at SLUH included children’s activities as well
as seminars for adults. The day
ended with a Mass celebrated
by Archbishop Robert Carlson,
featured music by Christian musicians Audrey Assad and Ike
Ndolo, and was attended by about
2,000 people.
Many SLUH students attended the Congress as volunteers.

“I’d say about 80 percent (of the
youth volunteers) were from
(SLUH),” said Assistant to the
President Kim Walsh, who coordinated volunteers for the event.
“We had about 70 kids, and 90
parents.”
Worries about not having
enough parking space were unfounded, according to Director
of Facilities Joe Rankin. “We actually were able to coordinate our
own parking here on our own
streets and on our own parking
lots. We didn’t actually have to
use the overflow parking which
was nice,” said Rankin.
Reception of the event was
excellent.
“We got so much feedback
(about) how wonderful the campus looked, how SLUH was such
a great host,” said Walsh.
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Soccer looks to prove national ranking, bring home State title

by James Boeckmann
REPORTER

A

t Buder Park in late July, you
can usually see plenty of
kids flying remote-controlled airplanes with their dads, as well as
West County policemen training
police dogs. And if you looked
close enough this July, you might
have also seen the St. Louis. U.
High soccer program training in
the Ajax Camp Soccer Camp. After a month of the grueling Ajax
Camp, the squad was trim headto-toe for soccer.
Following the camp were a
few days of intense two-a-day
practices which determined who
would play varsity soccer. At the
end of all the practices, head
coach Charlie Martel announced
the 20 players of the 2011 SLUH
varsity soccer team.
The Jr. Bills finished last
season with a record of 24-6-1
after a disappointing loss in the
state semifinal to Vianney. Now,
after seven seasons without a

state championship, SLUH looks
poised for a memorable season,
currently ranked 9th in the national preseason ESPN Rise poll.
Senior striker Joey Ferber
said, “I’m AP psyched that we are
ranked so high.”
There is a lot of excitement
about the talent on the team, but
Ferber doesn’t think the hype will
get to their heads. “I think we’re
level-headed enough that we will
be all right,” Ferber said.
The team’s focus will be important, especially because they
play in one of the toughest soccer conferences in the country.
Every team in the MCC (Metro
Catholic Conference) is a threat,
which presents SLUH with a very
tough schedule year after year.
Aside from their regular schedule,
SLUH will play in the highly competitive Gateway Classic tournament once again this season.
With nine returning field
players and eight seniors likely
to be in the starting lineup, the Jr.

Bills will once again have a very
experienced team. Exception will
be the goalkeeper position. Multiple talented young goalies are
vying for playing time this year,
since there are no upperclassmen
goalies on the roster.
Martel doesn’t see it as an issue. “Our goaltending will be better than last year,” he said
Right now, it seems that
sophomore Guillaume Delabar
will be the starter. He should
be well protected by a tough defense anchored by senior captain
Sam Steurer and junior captain
Joe Rund, both returning starters
from last year’s team.
Martel also said that this year
the team “will play forward quicker and target the wings more often,” which should make for some
exciting games.
The Jr. Bills play their first
game of the year against Gibault
at 6:00 p.m. in the Soccer Stadium
on Monday.

Conversation of the Week

Twin comparison: Jed to Jed
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photo | Jake Bava

Ranked ninth in the nation by ESPN Rise, the SLUH team aims for its first
State championship since 2003.

Spanish teacher Toussaint joins staff
pointing out SLUH’s Jesuit aspect
as a definite plus.
“We narrowed it down to two
people and we thought, especially
when she came to (demonstrate
her teaching) at the end of the
school year, that we loved her
style, her demeanor. She is very
lively and we need someone like
her,” said Myriam Aliste, chair of
the foreign language department.
“She’s taught at Georgetown
Prep which is a very exclusive
school. We are getting somebody
who is very experienced and who
has a good knowledge of Spanish
and actually has knowledge of a
Spanish teacher Katherine Toussaint. variety of teaching methods,” said
Charley Merriott, a fellow Spanish teacher.
by Thomas Riganti
REPORTER
When asked about her favorite
part
of SLUH so far, Toussaint
ecently hired Spanish teacher
responded:
“(The) students (are)
Katherine Toussaint is one of
number
one
and tied with number
the newest members of the SLUH
one
is
my
department.
”
staff. Toussaint will be teaching
“Everybody’s
been
so nice.
four Spanish II classes, which
Students
and
faculty
and
staff,
evconsist mainly of sophomores
erybody’s
been
wonderful,
”
said
along with a few freshmen, a juToussaint.
nior, and a senior.
Toussaint’s students were imOriginally from Belleville, Ilpressed
with her teaching in the
linois, Toussaint attended Notre
first
few
days of class.
Dame High School in St. Louis.
“She’s
a good teacher. I like
She is no stranger to SLUH; as she
her
teaching
style, how she gets
hast two brothers who are graduinvolved
with
the class actually
ates of SLUH: Terry, ’94, and Cospeaking
Spanish,
” said sopholin Tyrrell, ’04.
more
Michael
Schrock.
Toussaint attended the Uni“She always tries to keep you
versity of Richmond in Virginia.
awake
in class and makes you parWhile in the Washington, D. C.
ticipate,
” said sophomore David
area Toussaint taught at GeorgeBosslet.
town Preparatory School, a Jesuit
“For the students, I hope
high school in Maryland that is
they
continue speaking Spanish
the oldest all-boys school in the
for
their
lives and for me, I hope
country, founded in 1789.
that
I
continue
to travel and speak
When asked how SLUH
Spanish
and
learn
how to be a betcompares to Georgetown Prep,
ter
teacher,
”
said
Toussaint
of her
Toussaint said: “SLUH is double
long-term
goals
for
herself
and
the size student-wise . . . (but othher
students.
erwise) very similar and I actually
would think SLUH students are
nicer overall.”
Toussaint was moving back
to the St. Louis area and jumped
on the job opening by applying
along with almost 70 other candidates for the job.
“What drew me to SLUH?
…the reputation,” said Toussaint
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

From left: Joe and John Jedlicka, back in an earlier time.

The Prep News sat down separately with senior twins Joe and John Jedlicka. Joe is a starting back on the
varsity soccer team, while John starts at fullback for the varsity football team. Neither brother was aware of
the other’s answers while being interviewed.
–Compiled by Nate Heagney

John

Joe
6’ 1”

Height?

6’ 2.5”

151 lbs.

Weight?

185 lbs.

I’d probably have to say
John.

Who would win in a fight?

Me. That’s a simple one.

Probably my brother.
But I got a hole in one.

Who is better at golf?

Usually me,
but he has the hole-in-one.

His size.
trait of your brother’s
Not his athletic ability, but What
are you most envious of?
his size.

He seems dumb, but he’s
actually pretty smart.

Probalby watching chick
flicks. Like The Proposal.

What is your guilty
pleasure?

Piña coladas
by the beach.

I’d say me.
Has to be me.

Who’s the better son?

My parents definitely like
Joe better.

That’s easy.
Winning a State
Championship.

Your team’s goal for the
season:

Win State. But initially get
out of Districts.

Definitely me.
Not even close.

Who does better than the
ladies?

I’m gonna say me.
Definitely.
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Amidst terror of a schedule, storied seniors look for last hurrah
by Ryan Dowd
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CORE STAFF

O

n a muggy Friday afternoon
almost exactly three years
ago, the class of 2012 began its
football journey at ComptonDrew. The Jr. Bills elected to receive and on the first play for the
class of 2012, then-safety Stefan
Sansone burst through a mass of
Parkway South Patriots to score
the class’s first touchdown. The
successful 9-2 freshman campaign set the stage for two impressive showings on varsity the next
two years.
The time has flown by and
now the only things standing
in the way of an MCC (Metro
Catholic Conference) title and a
playoff berth are the Jr. Bills themselves and a beast of a schedule.
The Jr. Bills have the same
schedule as last year, a brutal endeavor for a team beset by weekly
casualties.
Not only is the MCC a formidable conference yet again, with
DeSmet and CBC already garnering praise and high rankings for
their talented returning roster,
but the Jr. Bills have the toughest
non-conference schedule in the
area.
“This is the toughest schedule I’ve had in my 33 years here,”
said head coach Gary Kornfeld.
Last year the Jr. Bills got off
to a torrid start, dominating their
first two opponents, but the unforgiving schedule eventually
wore down a team plagued by injuries to key seniors.
Kornfeld said, “The one thing
that concerns you as a coaching
staff is that if you start getting
dinged up, you lose your depth.”
That is the real threat of a vicious, grinding schedule. Healthy,
the Jr. Bills should compete in every game this year, led by battletested seniors who went through
the same grind last year. Webster
comes to town in week three amid
all the hoopla of the Running of
the Bills. As it did last year in a
close defeat of SLUH, this game
could determine where the team
goes this season.
Senior standout quarterback
Trevor McDonagh said, “Last year
we lost those tough games by two
or three points, so this year we’ll
know what we need to do to win
those games.”

Senior quarterback Trevor McDonagh, pictured here, looks to lead the Jr. Bills to their first playoff appearance in
three years. McDonagh, who threw for 2,465 yards and 28 total touchdowns last year, is the centerpiece of what
looks to be an explosive offense.

The city as a whole is excited
to watch the Jr. Bills play offense.
McDonagh returns for his third
year as the starter having thrown
for 2,465 yards and 28 total touchdowns last year alone. Forced into
action in the second game of his
sophomore year, McDonagh admitted that the game began to
really slow down for him during
his junior year and expects his
progression to continue his senior
year.
McDonagh said, “I just know
everything so much better. I always know where to go with the
ball, so I’m really excited.”
Unlike the St. Louis Rams,
SLUH returns two legitimate
number one receivers inStefan
Sansone and Mitch Klug. Sansone
led the area his junior year with
68 catches, 1,010 yards, and 11
touchdowns, all in only his first
year playing wide receiver.
Klug, now a three-year starter and the team’s top receiver as
a sophomore, caught 45 balls for
736 yards and nine touchdowns.
The “fade to Mitch” has become a
staple near the end zone the past
three years.
Seniors Terek Hawkins and
Cameron Stubbs will tote the rock
again for SLUH. Hawkins saw
time early and exploded for a 292yard performance against Chami-

nade, finishing with 1,128 total
yards. Stubbs, injured early in the
year, saw time at both receiver
and tailback for 456 total yards
and six touchdowns. He returns
as the team’s most diverse threat.
Sophomore Mike Hall also figures
to get some carries here and there.
Senior tight end and fullback
John Jedlicka rounds out the experienced and explosive Jr. Bill
skill players.
“We’ve been together for four
years so it’s not like we’re playing with new guys every year. It
makes it a lot more fun,” said McDonagh.
What the SLUH offensive line
lacks in pure size they’ll make up
in pure athleticism. The majority
of the team’s starting offensive line
are multi-sport athletes. Junior
Alec Abeln will take over at left
tackle after seeing time at defensive tackle last year. Senior Sam
Knesel will again man the post at
left guard for the third consecutive year. Junior Andrew Riek will
start for the first time at center.
Senior Aaron Kerwood will provide the grit again at right guard.
Finally, Senior STUCO President
Bryan Mathews will double as a
mauling right tackle for the second straight year. Former JV head
coach and now charismatically
bearded O-line coach Matthew

Buha will lead the troops into the
trenches.
SLUH will field a deep roster
this season with no player going
both ways. The defense features
its own starting eleven with a
much younger cast compared to
the offensive side. On the defensive line seniors Matt McCarthy,
Andrew Pitts, and junior Nick
Granberry will line up at defensive end. Sophomore TJ Daniels
will look to emerge at defensive
tackle. Senior Pat Boyle, who saw
time at linebacker last year, moves
down to tackle and hopes that his
quickness can cause disruption.
At linebacker, senior Sean
Rammaha returns to the mike in
his third year on varsity. Senior
captain Jamil Irvin-Muhammad
moves up from defensive end
to strong side linebacker. IrvinMuhammad was second on the
team in total tackles last year. Junior Alex Mackin takes over at the
weak side.
“We have to be physical. Everyone knows are offense is good.
The defense has to step up and
play as a unit,” said Irvin-Muham-

mad.
In the secondary, sophomores Mike Hall (strong safety)
and Raymond Wingo (corner)
will have to grow up fast to secure
the back end. Senior corner Darion Baker will take the other side
of the field. The secondary is led
by senior captain and three-year
starter Paul Simon.
What might get lost in
SLUH’s 42-28 victory against
Parkway North last year is the beginning of the game. The Vikings
stormed down the field on the
legs of then senior running back
James Hawkins to a quick 14-0
lead. The Jr. Bill defense clamped
down after the first few drives, but
the memory remains.
“They had their way with
us early in the game. They are a
physical ball club. They’ll come
after you,” said Kornfeld.
Parkway North remembers
as well. Parkway North created a
Facebook page for the game almost four months ago in anticipation. The Vikings hang their hat
on the classic run and play action
strategy. They simply try to bully
teams across the field. A 7-3 team
last year, the Vikings lost their
first team All-Metro running back
Hawkins, but graduation never
seems to hurt Parkway North. The
Vikings have had 18 straight winning seasons. Donovan Newsom,
a Mizzou commit, will lead the
Vikings at middle linebacker and
running back this season. SLUH
should expect a heavy dose of run
and a heavy dose of Newsom.
Kornfeld said, “It’s a matter of
can we hold point and keep things
under control.”
“We can beat (Parkway
North) to the point of attack. We
just have to be aggressive,” said
Irvin-Muhammad.
The Jr. Bills must be ready to
play a tough, physical opponent
every week this year. No lofty
goals for this group.
Kornfeld said, “Our main
focus is getting better week to
week.”
If that happens, we’ll be in for
some fun Friday nights.

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS
The May 20, 2011 edition of the Prep News incorrectly credited
then-junior Nick Lampe as scoring a 1 in the State Solo and
Ensemble competition. It was in fact then-junior Tim Eidman that
scored a 1. The Prep News regrets the error.

SLUH cross country drops experience, not expectations
by Greg Fister
Reporter
he ideal sports team is made
up of athletes who are focused on personal achievement
and success, but mindful of team
unity and brotherhood. They are
serious about competition but
good-humored about their skill
and limitations. In a team like this,
pure talent no longer becomes the
deciding factor in competitions:
hard work, trust, and perseverance become more powerful than
raw skill.
The 2011 St. Louis U. High
cross country team is shaping up
to be such a team, as the venerable
coaches, experienced upperclassmen and eager freshman alike

T

prepare for the upcoming season.
With the most runners in the
team’s history, 110, the Jr. Bills
have been training in the intense
heat for weeks, preparing for their
first set of races in early September. The team’s runners are guided
and encouraged by head coach
Joseph Porter, who is starting his
second year as the head coach.
Porter will be aided by coaches
Brian Gilmore, Diego Navarro,
Tom Flanagan, Thomas Hiedbrier, Chris Scott, and Ryan Payonk.
The four team captains who
are leading drills and stretches
and helping new runners stay on
track are seniors Nathan Rubbelke, Joe Esswein, Michael Pollihan,
and Joshua Zink-Duda.

Rubbelke, one of SLUH’s
fastest varsity runners, has a good
feeling about this year.
“We might not have the same
talent or the same ranking in the
state, but when you look at the
way we work, you wouldn’t think
that,” he said. “Everyone’s pushing
each other to be better, but it’s not
overly intense.”
Rubbelke highlighted the importance of team synergy. “It’s important for us, with 110 guys, to
all be on the same page … we try
to keep on the fine line between
being serious and having fun,” he
said.
Many of the SLUH runners from last year, who helped
the team to a third place vic-

tory at State, have graduated. But
the current seniors, juniors and
sophomores are stepping up to
the starting line with incredible
speed and astounding depth to
take their places.
“We have a lot of talented
guys fighting for just a few top
spots,” said Porter, mentioning
specifically that Rubbelke, sophomore John Esswein, senior Michael McLaughlin, junior Tom
Laughlin, junior Matt Nicholson,
and Joe Esswein “have been working out extremely well over the
last couple of weeks, and we are
really excited about their level of
fitness.”
The first race for the top 21
runners is the First Capitol Invi-

tational in St. Charles on Sept. 2.
Porter described the race as
a chance for the runners “to get
their feet wet; to remind them
about racing before the Cross
Country Festival.”
The Forest Park Cross Country Festival is a large race that
SLUH and Big River Running
Company co-host every year in
Central Fields, and takes on Sept.
10 this year. SLUH will be one of
the 96 schools competing in this
major event. The Festival is the
major focus of the first part of the
season for most runners, and is
a great chance for family, friends
and classmates to cheer on their
team for one of SLUH ‘s most exciting sports.
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Volume LXXVI Platform

As the student-run newspaper of St. Louis University
High School, the Prep News is a weekly publication that
strives to inform the SLUH community about events and
people, with its focus on those pertaining to the school,
primarily through the written word.
The Prep News is neither the voice of the administration nor the students. Rather, the newspaper serves to
gather and distribute information for the entire school.
The Prep News editors and staff members make every effort to be objective in their news coverage and editing.
The members of the editorial staff are co-workers and
share equally the duties of writing, copy-editing, layout,
and staff management. All of the editors share responsibility and leadership of the paper. The editors are supported
by a core staff of regular reporters as well as artists and
photographers.
It is the role of the editors to seek out and facilitate the
reporting of all significant news at SLUH. While any faculty member or student is welcome to submit suggestions
to the editors for potential articles, the Prep News is never
obligated to publish any article idea.
Our primary emphasis as editors of the Prep News is

upon clear and accurate writing and careful editing. We
also attempt to include visual expression—photography,
drawing, technical aids, etc.—in every issue and on our
web site. Despite our desire to make the paper visually appealing, we commit ourselves not to allow form to supersede substance.
The Prep News strongly encourages underclassman involvement, and our office on the second floor of the Jesuit
Wing, room J220, is always open for involvement, criticism, praise, or suggestions. Contributed student opinions
are also welcome under the Prep News Editiorial Policy.
Without student reaction and feedback, the Prep News
could not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will correct any significant error in the following issue and on our web site.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole responsibility for the
text of news and sports articles, features, and editorials. We
ask faculty or students who take issue with the manner in
which the news was reported or find an error to bring it to
the attention of the editors, not the individual reporters.
This is the platform of the editors of Volume LXXVI of
the Prep News.

The Volume 76 Prep News opinion section serves the

Every member of the SLUH community is welcomed

purpose of being the vehicle of the personal opinions of

and encouraged to submit a letter to the editors. Every let-

students, faculty, or others. All topics discussed in the sec-

ter received by the editors will be read and given consid-

tion will be related to St. Louis University High School.

eration. All letters must be signed, but the author’s name

ter to an editor should be considered the opinion of the
school, the administration, or anyone other than its author
or authors.

may be withheld from publication by request and at the
The Prep News editors reserve the right to edit any

A Prep News editorial is the opinion of all four edi-

standards, but they will not skew the author’s original in-

tors on a particular topic. Editorials are a statement of the

tent. Also, the editors reserve the right to withhold from

paper, not of an individual, and therefore are unsigned.

publication any submission if it is deemed vulgar, tasteless,

ber of the Prep News staff, not of the Prep News itself.
A perspective, like a commentary, is the opinion of

or otherwise inappropriate. Authors should be available for
the editors to contact them before publication to address
matters of concern.

one person, often a Prep News staff member. Unlike a com-

All authors wishing to have letters published must

mentary, such a piece is often intended primarily to convey

submit them by 4:00 p.m. the Wednesday before the letter

a personal experience rather than to provide a viewpoint

is to be published.

on an issue. Unlike a letter, such pieces are usually devel-

Letters should be e-mailed to prepnews@sluh.org, and

oped at the request of, and sometimes under the guidance

if possible a signed copy should be given to a Prep News ed-

of, the Prep News editors. The opinions expressed in a per-

itor or moderator or mailed to the Prep News courtesy of

spective remain those of the individual and not of the pa-

St. Louis University High School, 4970 Oakland, St. Louis,

per.

MO 63110.

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

S

enior second baseman LJ Hernandez, get out of the
way.
On July 14 and 15, St. Louis Cardinals utility player
Allen Craig took infield practice at second base and did
assorted drills in the outfield at SLUH’s Sheridan Stadium.
Craig, who was recovering from a knee fracture that
he suffered on June 7, originally planned to train at Busch
Stadium. However, because of the massive U2 concert
setup at Busch, Craig had to change his plans.
St. Louis U. High Athletic Director Dick Wehner received a call earlier in the week from Adam Olsen, Craig’s
trainer, to see if Craig could train on SLUH’s field. Craig
came right on time at 11a.m.
“He parked in the student lot, and he needed a ticket
to get out,” Wehner said.
According to Wehner, after two days of strenuous
practice, Craig seemed quite thankful, even signing a ball
for Wehner.
“He was super impressed with our facility and field,”
Wehner said. “It was pretty neat.”

AP

Freshman Advisement
Junior Retreat Sign-up
Snack–Biscuits and Gravy
4 pm
V Soccer vs. Gibault
4:30 pm PM JV Football vs. Parkway North
6 pm
V Soccer vs. Gibault
7 pm
Mother’s Club General Mtg
Lunch Pizza Calzones
Healthy–Hamburger Stroganoff

Tuesday, August 30
AP

Activities Fair
Snack–Waffle Fries
Lunch Redi Ribs
Healthy–BBQ Chicken Skewers

Schedule R

Schedule R

Wednesday, August 31

Schedule R
AP
College Rep: U.S. Naval Academy-M115
1818 Registration
Snack–Chili Cheese Nachos
4:15 pm JV Soccer @ St. Mary’s
4:30 pm C Football vs. Webster Groves
Lunch Pulled Pork
Healthy-Chicken Parmesan
9 am
10 am
4 pm
5 pm
7 pm
Lunch

Schedule M

Mothers’ Club Craft Workshop
Mass of the Holy Spirit (College Church)
V Swim vs. Parkway West
JV Soccer @ Ft. Zumwalt South
V Soccer @ Ft. Zumwalt South
Sloppy Joes
Healthy–Chicken and Dumplings

AP
4 pm
4 pm
7 pm
Lunch

Schedule M
Athletics Fair
Cross Country @ First Capital Invitational
C Soccer @ Vianney
V Football vs. Ladue
Chicken Bites
Healthy–Beef Stew
calendar | Jack Godar

MAKE NOTE
– The Mother-Son Mass and Luncheon
will be held on Sunday, October 23 at the
Ferrara Theatre/Atrium in the America’s
Center. Mass will be at 10 am and lunch
will promptly follow.
– Anybody interested in a blue couch in
decent condition should contact the Prep
News.

Put me in, coach!
by Jack Witthaus

Monday, August 29

Friday, September 2

discretion of the editors.
submissions for publication in order to meet grammatical

A commentary or column is an opinion of one mem-

Schedule R

6:30 am Fox 2 Pep rally
AP
Energency Drills
Snack: Mini Corn Dogs
4:30 pm C Football vs. MICDS
7 pm
V Football @ Parkway North
lunch Chicken Strip
Healthy – Meatloaf

Thursday, September 1

Volume LXXVI Editorial Policy

Nothing published either as an editorial or as a let-
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