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Freshmen vote in their first STUCO electionsphotos Ben Hilker
|

Adopt-a-Family drive
returns to homerooms
BY Paul Fister
REPORTER

T

After speeches and final voting yesterday, the class of 2015 elected its Student Council representatives:

Peter Lynas

Sam Fentress
Pastoral

President

Matthew Barron
Social

he St. Louis U. High Adopta-Family Drive, a product of
the Student Council (STUCO)
and the Campus Ministry Department, began this week.
Each homeroom is responsible for collecting gifts and household necessities for impoverished
families. The drive will last until
the end of next week, when the
gifts will be delivered to the families.
Campus ministry co-coordinator Simonie Bieber organized
the drive through South Side
Catholic Charities. Each homeroom will adopt a family for
whom they buy gifts; a few homerooms will share a larger family.
“In many cases, a family is

eight or nine people,” Bieber explained, “because some live with
extended family and relatives.
If the families are that large, just
so we can divvy everything out
equally, we split those families in
half.”
The families are all involved
with South Side Catholic Charities, which offers services such as
counseling and children’s care.
The families are chosen based
upon amount of need.
“Families will fill out an application to be part of the program,” Bieber explained, “and
then from there Catholic Charities decides whether they are a
family in need or not.”
The pastoral representatives
of each homeroom were given
forms on Tuesday that the famicontinued on page 7

Yearbook office theft prompts
reevaluation of open offices

SustainaBills collect broken
Kissel fills
Christmas lights for recycling math chair

BY Adam Thorp
CORE STAFF

BY Stephen
STAFF
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t. Louis U. High was still full of
students when someone snuck
into the second-floor Yearbook office with light fingers and malice in
his heart.
The ultimately unsuccessful
thief stole a Yearbook office computer monitor, prompting a reevaluation of the security of activity offices that remain open throughout
the day.
The theft took place Tuesday,
Nov. 15, and was presumably committed by a student with a free period during the block schedule.
Yearbook moderator Courtney
Schraut said, “(The monitor was)
for students working on Yearbook
pages. If they don’t want to do them
at home, then they can do them up
there. It was one of our older monitors.”
The monitor, which was a
black Chimei brand, did not remain
missing for long. That same afternoon, custodian Troy Trice found
a bag apparently abandoned in the
stairway leading from the Currigan
Room to the Fine Arts wing where
the Yearbook office is located.
“It was in a blue duffel bag.
It was closed and I found it and I
lifted it up—it was kind of heavy. I
opened it up and I saw the monitor
in there. I brought it to Mr. Kesterson’s office and gave it to Mr. Kesterson,” said Trice.
“I do not know why it was taken,” said Vice Principal for Student

Lumetta
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This Yearbook office monitor went
missing on Nov. 15, but was quickly
found by custodian Troy Trice.

Life Brock Kesterson. “My best
guess is someone was stashing it
in order to take it somewhere later in the day, but Troy recovered
it first. There could be another
explanation, but that seems to be
most likely.”
Computer support specialists
Iain Foulds and John Haefele of
the Technology Department were
able to identify the monitor as
coming from the Yearbook office.
The computer’s abduction
has caused some concern about
the vulnerability of open offices
around the school.
“I think we’re going to have
to talk about it as a group, with
the administration and security.
They wanted to get together and
talk about leaving these rooms—
with all this technology—open,
or locking them,” said Schraut.
In considering the security in
rooms like the Yearbook room,
continued on page 7
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hile St. Louis U. High is
gearing up for the Advent
and Christmas seasons, there is a
new sight at SLUH: two large red
containers that are for St. Louis
Green’s Holiday Light Drive. One
bin is in the Danis Lobby; the other is outside the main office.
St. Louis Green is a nonprofit
organization that is dedicated
to educating residents of the St.
Louis area about sustainability.
St. Louis Green has been working
with the Sustainability Committee the past few months to make
SLUH a more sustainable school.
One of the ideas that came up was
St. Louis Green’s annual Holiday
Light Drive.
“The Light Drive is an opportunity for us to create a recycling
program for objects that would
normally be thrown away,” said
the chairperson of the Sustainability Committee, history teacher Anne Marie Lodholz.
However, the Holiday Light
Drive is not just for recycling
items that would normally not be
recycled; the Light Drive is also
for a good cause. After the lights
are recycled, the glass, plastic, and
metal are sold. The money then
goes to support two non-profit
organizations: St. Louis Green
and Operation Food Search, an
organization that feeds 150,000
people a month in the St. Louis
area.

Opinion

What are we grateful for?
Thanksgiving gives the SLUH community
a chance to reflect on what they are truly
thankful for. Page 3

News

Surprise: Shocking AP for Menne
The Surprise Club threw their second party of the year, this time surprising biology
teacher Megan Menne. Page 2

Sports

She steps in to replace
Corley, who became
sophomore class moderator
BY John Webb
CORE STAFF

M

Broken Christmas lights can be
recycled in these bins. The drive
ends Jan. 20.

According to Cindy Breth, an
assistant at St. Louis Green, the
money for Operation Food Search
goes to their Operation Backpack
program, which supplies proteinrich meals to kids on the weekends who are on subsidized meal
programs during the week.
According to St. Louis
Green’s website, the group collected 32,000 pounds of holiday lights
last year. This year they hope to
collect 50,000 pounds of lights
at over 200 locations in Missouri
and Illinois.
The Sustainability Committee did not have a specific goal in
mind when they started the Holicontinued on page 7

Basketball opens season with pair of wins
In their first two matches of the season,
SLUH notches wins and advances to the
Southside Classic final tonight against
Bayless. Page 5
Hockey on five game win streak
Hockey pulls the hood over traditional foe
CBC, 5-1, generating excitement and increasing hope for a State title. Page 5

ath teacher Beth Kissel has
been nominated to be the
new math department chair, and
will replace math teacher Frank
Corley, who had been in the position since the fall of 2008.
Normally the process of finding a new department chair takes
place during the photo | Patrick Conrey
second semester, but when
Corley stepped
up to become
the new sophomore
class
moderator,
a
position
left
vacant
after
Beth Kissel
the death of
Spanish teacher Greg Bantle, he
needed to give up his position as
the math department chair. Appointments as department chairs
last three years and are renewable
only once.
“In many ways what made
the choice easy was that Mrs. Kissel had served in the role in some
ways already,” said Moran. “She
was often someone who, regardless of who the department chair
was, was available to the department in a service capacity, meaning she might be the one investicontinued on page 7

News

Advent activities prepare for season
Although there is no centralized progaram, many Advent activities will be offered to students this month. Page 2
Chess sweeps Affton
The chess team began its season on a high
note, winning all five boards against Affton. Page 2
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Club will
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hot, juicy
burgers
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Surprise Club shocks Menne

photo | Sam Beckman

Four of five players and
moderator are rookies

Revived Burger Club
will taste-test to find
the city’s best

BY Kieran
REPORTER

T

Surprise Club members hide in the biology room, waiting to congratulate Menne on her recent marriage.
BY Jack
STAFF

Godar

D

uring
Activity
Period
Wednesday, science teacher Mary Russo asked colleague
Megan Menne if she could help
her find something in her classroom, S201. Though the question
seemed simple and innocent, it
was actually a deception intended
to get Menne into S201, where a
group of students were waiting for
her, hiding behind the lab tables.
Though the initial description seems sinister at first, it was
anything but; rather, it was a party hosted by the Surprise Club.
Besides the students, there was
also Mountain Dew Throwback,
Pepsi, homemade sugar cookies provided by sophomore Ross
Roth-Johnson, and a CD filled
with “fun party music,” according
to Menne.

When Menne and Russo
walked through the door, the students jumped out from behind
the lab tables.
“I was very surprised,” said
Menne.
According to sophomore
Surprise Club member Andrew
Long, there were roughly 20 to 25
students in attendence, along with
Russo, Menne, and fellow science
teacher Tim O’Keefe.
The party, thrown to celebrate Menne’s recent marriage,
was the club’s second party. The
group had surprised theology
teacher Matt Sciuto earlier.
Sophomore and Surprise
Club president Larry Hoerr said
that they chose to surprise Menne
in order to celebrate her marriage
and because Hoerr and club vice
president David Greaves both
enjoyed Menne’s biology class

last year. Even though it was the
club’s second party, there were no
bumps in the road, and everyone
enjoyed themselves.
“They did a very good job,”
said Menne.
Both Hoerr and Menne
agreed that the cookies were phenomenal.
“The cookies were delicious,”
Menne said.
Most importantly, there were
no instances where any of the partygoers’ academic performance
was affected by the Mountain
Dew. Hoerr was aware of the risks
of having Mountain Dew at the
party.
“I know some people go insane with Mountain Dew, so that’s
why we had the Pepsi, as a safe alternative,” said Hoerr.

Advent activities provide opprtunities for reflection
BY Sam Fentress
REPORTER

I

n the midst of Advent, and as
Christmas draws ever nearer,
St. Louis U. High’s Campus Ministry department has several events
planned for Advent at SLUH,
even though there is not a general
program.
“We don’t have an ‘Advent
plan’ as we did in some past years,
but we have some specific activities that we do,” said Campus
Ministry Director John Lan Tran,
S.J.
Events include the sacrament
of Reconciliation, the prayer service that took place this past
Monday, and the Mass of the Immaculate Conception.
Reconciliation, which has
been taking place this past week,
goes along with the basic principle of Advent: a time of cleansing oneself in anticipation of the
coming of Jesus.
“The confession is going well.
I’m estimating between 300 to
500 students will be able to attend
confession,” said Tran.

Connolly

O

BY Will Smith
REPORTER

he quest for the best burger in
St. Louis is on, thanks to the
efforts of sophomore Nick Janson.
Janson has revived the Burger
Club after a three-year hiatus,
with the help of theology teacher
Fr Michael Marchlewski, S.J.
The Burger Club’s plan is to
pick two burger joints with similar hamburgers, pit them against
each other, and then rank them
by taste. The club will visit two
burger restaurants a month on
two different days after school.
This month the club will rate the
burgers from two Irish restaurants, Seamus McDaniel’s and
O’Connell’s Pub.
“We will try to get to all of the
well-known burger places in the
St. Louis area,” Janson said.
Janson said that he hopes the
burger club will continue for a
few years. He plans to publish the
results from the burger tastings
each month in the Prep News, and
hopes that it helps people get a
better sense for where to go to get
a good burger in St. Louis.
“Our goal is to determine
excellence in the burger offerings
in the greater St. Louis area,” said
Marco.
Sign-ups for the club were
held last week, and approximately
12 people have signed up so far.
Marco hopes that the club is more
than just a social gathering, but he
acknowledges that “bonding over
burgers is the American way.”

Chessbills
checkmate
Affton

Another event is the Adopta-Family program, which brings
basic household items to families
in need.
“We’re looking at adopting
50 families,” said Tran.
Although there may not be
as many events planned this year,
Tran looks forward to it as a good
time of waiting for the coming of
Jesus.
“I think each event has a different purpose, but the goal is to
help us to stop, because I think we
are becoming too busy. We need
to think about what it means;
what Christ’s coming means to
each of us personally,” said Tran.
In regard to specific events,
though, Tran explained that there
aren’t a whole lot.
“Confession and adopting
families has always been going on
… so this year we don’t have anything ‘special.’ In short, what we
have, I think we modified it a little
bit, tried to make it better, and for
the most part, the feedback has
been fairly positive,” said Tran.

photo | Ben Hilker

n Wednesday evening, St.
Louis U. High’s chess team
played its first game of the season,
winning all five individual matches over Affton High School’s chess
team.
This was the first match for
the new chess club moderator,
Latin teacher Jim Gioia, who took
over for English teacher Frank
Kovarik this year.
The team’s lack of competition experience this year is notable. “We lost (graduated seniors)
Ralph Scozzafava and Kevin
Buettner but I think we’ve got a
lot of talent that just didn’t compete last year,” said Gioia.
Kovarik, reflecting on the
changes for this year, added that
returning senior Kyle Padberg has
“just gotten better and better over
the years, and I expect him to be a
natural leader for the team.”
One new player, sophomore
Kirk Quigless, has earned a good
deal of attention and the first seed
spot on the team.
“I was surprised to learn that
he’s only a sophomore, and he’s
beaten me twice now. He’s a very
patient player. Good players can
see a number of moves into the
future, and he’s very good at that,”
said Gioia.
Gioia said of Wednesday’s
game, “Four of the five guys involved were brand new to the
process, five of the six if you include me, and yet we swept.”
Fourth seed junior Joe Grady
was the last to win his game.
“(Grady) did it with all
the other competitors standing
around watching him. It was a
high-pressure situation, but he
pulled it off,” said Gioia.
Senior Matei Stefanescu said
of his first game with the Chessbills, “I had this opening (strategy) which not a lot of people use,
and he had his opening that he
was used to, but he got a bad start
from the beginning, and from
there it was all downhill for him.”
The victorious Quigless said
of his strategy, “I made my own
defense, so I use it all the time.”
“I don’t know enough about
our competition. My goal is to
just make sure the guys are moving over the course of the season,
and see what happens,” said Gioia
of the upcoming season.
The next match will be held
at SLUH against Vianney on
Wednesday, Dec. 7.

Attention current
juniors:
Carl Heumann, S.J., blesses the advent wreath during the all-school prayer
service. The service featured music, readings, and reflections by junior Sam
Wilhelm and English teacher David Callon.

Anyone interested in taking AP
Modern Europe next year is invited to participate in a summer trip
to Europe. Talk to Mr. O’Neil as
soon as possible for more details.

Prep News

December 2, 2011

Volume 76, Issue 13

3

What makes us thankful?
Thanksgiving gives us a chance to reflect on the things we are truly grateful for. At
the Prep News, we wanted to see how that Thanksgiving spirit might apply to our life
here at SLUH, so we asked students and faculty to submit some attitude, person, or
thing at SLUH that they were grateful for that might otherwise go unnoticed.
drawing | Greg Fister

Gabe Miller
Sophomore

Strolling down the hallway,
I am constantly reminded of the
friendliness of students, teachers,
and administrators. With every
few steps comes another “Hey,
Gabe,” or “Hello!” from a friendly
person. I am grateful for all of the
“Hello’s” and “Howzitgoin’s,” zipping by me as the owners of these
greetings race to class. These interchanges, while simple, make a
complex schedule burst into bitesized bits of cheer and confidence.

Tom Kickham
Psychology

I am grateful for any person
that takes the love that God has
for them and then gives it back
to others. The great thing about
SLUH is that so many people do
this. Particularly noteworthy is
Troy Trice. Even though we all
have bad days or at least bad parts
to our day, Troy is always asking
how we are doing with a smile on
his face. God is in all of us, but
He shows himself so clearly and
beautifully in Troy.

Katherine Toussaint
Spanish

It’s difficult for me to choose
one thing that I am most thankful
for at SLUH because I have been
so overwhelmed by the kindness
of the community as a whole. Because I have to choose, I must say
I am most thankful for my students. I look forward to each class
and have never had this much fun
teaching before. They are interesting and funny and make teaching
very easy. It’s a pleasure to come
to work every day, and it’s because
of them.

Rich Moran
English

I’m thankful to work at a
place with so many responsive
people. Where do I find this responsiveness? Well, in many of
my colleagues, of course—people
who laugh when something funny happens, look after each other
when something sad occurs, and
devote themselves both to their
subjects and to our students.
And, yes, I find this responsiveness also in my students when
they rouse themselves from lethargy and come alive in the presence of something beautiful, sad,
or revealing in a poem or story,
or when they recognize that one
of their classmates has just solved
a knotty problem or detected an
intricate pattern. But at this moment, what seems to me most remarkable is the responsiveness I
find in the people who clean, fix,
and secure the physical environment at St. Louis U. High. Under-

stand that it has not always been
this way: soon after I arrived long
ago, one custodian went up to the
roof of the school and hurled insults and two-by-fours down at
a couple of Jesuits on the upper
field. But now, whenever I pass a
member of our custodial or maintenance or security staffs, he or
she offers a friendly acknowledgment and sometimes a funny quip
or sharp observation about life.
I’m thinking here of Al, Emmitte,
Jeff, Erma, Larry, Mark, Michael,
Mike, Rick, Steve, Troy, and above
all of Dee Byrd, with whom I’ve
worked for thirty-two years. (I
know there are others just as
friendly whom I see less often
and know less well.) These people
have their own hardships and, in
the midst of so much privilege, it
takes wisdom, good humor, and
virtue for them to do gritty work
without getting bitterly cynical.
I’m thankful for their generosity
of spirit. It makes a big difference
in the life of the community.

Giuseppe Vitellaro
Freshman

One thing I think is underappreciated is the maintenance
crew. In some ways, I’m glad I
was placed on work grant. It has
allowed me to get to know these
genuinely cool guys. They’re a
nice group of people, and their
jokes make work grant a lot easier
to do. Work grant has also helped
me to get a sense of truly how
hard these guys work to keep our
school clean and functioning. I
think that’s something that goes
fairly unnoticed here at SLUH, so
I thank them for that.

Peter Volmert
Freshman

I am truly blessed to be able
to attend St. Louis U. High. I am
thankful for many things here,
but I am especially grateful that
SLUH has so many opportunities for finding time for God. For
instance, SLUH has daily Mass in
the morning and plans multiple
Masses for the different classes
and the whole school. Now I
know some (by that I mean a lot)
of us get distracted or don’t want
to participate at Mass. I know
because I see it and I do it too
sometimes. Thankfully, SLUH offers the sacrament of Reconciliation. I find this sacrament very
helpful to not just confess my sins
but to ask the priest for advice
(like “How I can get more out of
the Mass?”).

John Moran
Principal

I am always grateful for our
support staff here at SLUH, and I
don’t know if students realize how
much they do to keep our school
running smoothly. Mrs. Cotter,

Mrs. Mulligan, Mrs. Maurer, Mrs.
Berger and Mrs. Gohl form the
backbone of SLUH’s daily operations—they make sure classes are
covered, report cards are mailed,
jugs are served, transcripts are
sent, and families are welcomed
to our school. From the first moment students enter the building
to the college campuses that await
beyond, our support staff facilitates the journeys of our students
in ways they don’t often see, and
for this I am very grateful.

Mitch Klug
Senior

Over the past four years, the
SLUH community has blessed me
with many things that I’m thankful for. The list of things is never
ending, but I think one specific
thing has stuck out since the beginning of senior year. The football season didn’t exactly start out
the way us players had hoped,
winning only one of our first four
games and losing two of them
pretty badly. Throughout these
first four weeks, doubt filled the
hallways and cafeteria as the season seemed to be going downhill
in a hurry. To be honest, the team
knew that we hadn’t played well
enough to earn the respect and
loyalty of the student body. In
this time of struggle, we looked
for any support we could find. We
found this support in the team’s
parents.
Game after game, the parents
continued to show up early, cheer
loud, and hang around late. From
many players’ points of view, the
only people who believed besides
us were our families. Yes, towards
the end of the season the school
spirit was unbelievable, something I’ll never forget, but it was
the support of the families, the
cheering of our parents, which
lifted our spirits and helped us
make such a great journey. Without the love and support of our
parents, everything we take for
granted might not have been
blessed upon us. I owe my thanks
to the great parents around SLUH,
those who make everything possible for all of us and strive to
make our dreams come true.

Corey Santoni
Freshman

I’m thankful for the welcoming atmosphere that SLUH
has. I came here from a school
where no other students had applied and I wasn’t exactly keen on
coming here myself since I didn’t
know anybody going here. However, after the first week of school
here, I was glad I had decided to
come here. It was a very welcoming atmosphere and I had already
made friends on the swim team
and people in my classes. I didn’t
originally like the group activities
that some of our teachers made us

do, but I’m glad they did it now
because this was how I met most
of the people outside of the swim
team.

Matt Sciuto
Theology

At SLUH there is a “conspiracy of goodness” directed toward
supporting the students and their
teachers and coaches. I am very
thankful for so many at SLUH:
faculty, administration, staff and
students. I am especially appreciative of those who do so much and
are not usually noticed.
• The mothers working so
quietly and hard on Cashbah, on
raising money for senior lock-in,
on putting candy canes on all the
student lockers, and on raising
money to help SLUH do what it
needs to do for its students.
• Kathy Hylla and her cafeteria staff, not only in the cafeteria
but providing on all those other
eating events, e.g. alumni dinners,
sports banquets, etc.
• Dee Byrd and his custodial staff, who keep the school so
clean. All the students on work
grant who help pay their tuition
and who help keep this school
clean. Rick Figge and his maintenance staff who make sure we
have hot water, air conditioning
and heat, and things broken get
fixed. Al Teske and his guys. Remember them after the first big
snow when you walk on campus
and the sidewalk is cleared.
• All the alumni who believe
in SLUH so much they give their
time, treasure and talents for the
school they love.
• Mrs. Jan Cotter, Mrs. Kim
Gohl, Mrs. Kim Walsh, Mrs.
Becky Berger, Mrs. Marla Maurer
who do so much for students and
faculty.
• The Jesuits and the Society
of Jesus.
• All those students behind
the scenes, who work so hard to
support their classmates and do
not get much notice: sports team
managers, statisticians and video;
stage crew and tech people, the
guys on Prep News who write stories about their classmates and
the students who celebrate their
classmates with photography.
I am sure I am missing many
of the unnoticed and unrecognized who do so many of the small
things, the unnoticed things, to
make sure SLUH the wonderful
community it is.

David Schmelter
Sophomore

I am thankful for the cheerful attitude of the people at SLUH.
Every year around Thanksgiving,
the workload seems to pick up.
On top of that, the basketball season begins, shortening my allotted time for homework. I know, as
a SLUH student, that most of us

have had nights where the homework seems endless and we are up
a lot later than any of us deserves,
but it is the good spirits of my
friends and teachers at SLUH that
make the work load bearable and
even worthwhile.

Jim Linhares

Assistant Principal
for Mission
I work closely with teachers
from every department at SLUH
in my job. I am more grateful
every day for the devotion I see
in them to our school, to our
programs and to our students.
Though we often appreciate the
results of their work and sometimes take the time to thank them
out loud here at SLUH, much of
the work they do to get those results goes unseen. Most of the
time the work is much more difficult and time consuming than
those of us who benefit from it
realize. Thankfully, their passion
for excellence and service comes
from a source much deeper than a
need to be noticed and celebrated.
It comes, I think, from the source
Ignatius speaks to in his “Prayer
for Generosity.” Thank you, SLUH
teachers and staff.

Cortney Schraut
Librarian

I will never forget when I
came to SLUH for an interview
how friendly and helpful everyone was. As I was moving from
one end of the building to another, I stopped and asked Kim
Gohl where the office was. Standing there was Mrs. Rice, who was
the President of the Mother’s
Club at the time. She offered to
walk me down to the office and
was so friendly and inviting that
it left a lasting impression on me.
She made me feel at ease on an
otherwise nervous day of job interviewing. I soon found after I
started that the entire community
of students, faculty and staff were
much the same way. You really
feel like part of a family here, and
everyone cares about you whether you realize it or not. I believe
through our sense of community
we accomplish great things. We
have such talented teachers, caring counselors and a wonderful
staff of people who help us everyday. There are so many people
you can be thankful for here. Our
custodial staff makes this building not only look beautiful, but
sets up and takes care of the many
events that go on here all the time.
There are a lot of people whose
work goes unnoticed or unrecognized and to all those people
who work hard for this school
and work hard for our students to
make SLUH a better place, I am
very grateful.
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Despite injuries, racquetball defeats
CBC, wins top seed tournament

Young talent runs deep
on cross country

BY Fritz Simmon
REPORTER

BY Greg Fister
STAFF ARTIST

J

ust before last Friday’s heartbreaking loss to CBC in football, the Jr. Bills took down the
Cadets in racquetball. With head
coach Joe Koestner and No. 1
seed Joe Koch both out with injuries, the Jr. Billikens knew they
had some major work of their
own to do.
Filling in for Koestner was
long time assistant coach Robert
Hoffman, who has helped lead
SLUH to multiple national and
State titles and is one of the best
players in the area. Instead of
having someone fill in for Koch,
Hoffman decided to just forfeit
the match.
The afternoon got started
with a solid 15-10, 15-11 win
from the newly-reunited doubles
team of Luke Hagerty and Ryan
Shea.
Shea said, “It came down to
us sticking to our hard style of
play and keeping the pressure on,
and of course our sweatbands and
pennies.”
They were followed by relatively easy wins from juniors AJ
Cirillo and Lorenzo Crim. Cirillo
won 15-10, 15-12. Crim won 150, 15-9.
Seniors Jack Mohrmann and
Fritz Simmon both won their
matches as well, but they had a
little more trouble. Each player
lost his first game, but was able to
turn it around and win his next

two games. Mohrmann won 3-15,
15-3, 11-2. Simmon won 9-15, 152, 15-5.
The day ended with a great
win from Senior Rob Laurentius.
Laurentius dominated his opponent the entire match, hitting
perfect passes and pinches while
mixing in excellent ceiling balls.
Laurentius won 15-4, 15-3.
Laurentius’s stellar play continued into the Top Seed Tournament that weekend. The tournament consists of the top three
varsity members from every team
competing against their ranked
counterparts. SLUH had not won
the tournament in two years, but
with three strong top players, they
hoped to regain the title.
With Koch and Koestner still
out, Mohrmann had to fill in at
the No. 1 seed, and Hoffman remained as head coach.
Mohrmann fought hard, but
lost in the first round 15-6, 15-13.
After Mohrmann’s loss the only
way for SLUH to win was for both
Laurentius and Simmon to win
their entire brackets.
Each player did just that.
Laurentius kept up his stellar play,
beating some of the toughest opponents in the league. He held off
Parkway West star Curtis Smith
in the semifinals, 14-15, 15-6, 113, then went on to beat the Parkway Central star Alex Lazenby in
the finals, 15-14, 15-5.
Hoffman said, “Rob displayed extraordinary skill by

crushing his opponent from Parkway Central in the finals.”
Simmon won his bracket as
well but had to fight for each victory. He won 15-13, 15-13 in the
semifinals and 15-14, 14-15, 11-8,
in the finals.
These two wins secured the
the tournament for SLUH. After losing last year’s tiebreaker
between SLUH, Kirkwood, and
Parkway West, and losing to Parkway West in 2009, this was a great
win for SLUH. The players joyfully watched their names engraved
into the four-foot tall hardware.
Hoffman said after the win,
“The Top Seed tournament was
a challenge, having lost our No. 1
seed Joe Koch to an ankle injury.
Fritz Simmon and Rob Laurentius both had crucial wins for the
team.”
SLUH hopes to continue
their great play this weekend in
the annual Winter Rollout. There
are six divisions, each broken up
by team and seed number. Every
player from SLUH plays in the
tournament. The tournament begins Friday and continues all day
Saturday.

T

his year’s JV and freshman
cross country teams were
the best the program has seen in
years, excelling at all the most important JV and freshman races,
and leaving the program with a
hopeful outlook for the future.
The freshmen ran with courage and heart, proving their worth
on the team while finishing the
season undefeated. Many individuals on the team showed incredible talent and promise, claiming
their place in SLUH XC future.
“The C-team season was outstanding,” said head coach Joe
Porter. “This was probably one
of the top freshmen groups we’ve
ever had.”
SLUH dominated the two
most important races for freshmen: the Metro Catholic Conference meet and the Findley Invitational at the end of the season.
In both races, SLUH freshmen
finished in the top five places,
giving the team a perfect victory
each time.
“They’re just a tough group,
and they’ve really answered the
bell all year long,” added Porter.
“Shayn Jackson was our top
freshman. For parts of the season
he had to battle some injuries,”
said Porter.
By early October, the coaches
recognized some young talent
and chose to race Jackson and
freshman Garrett Fox in a few
varsity races.

“Jack Sullivan ran extremely
well, and Jack Gallagher, and Jacob Marty, and Matthew Hennessy—those guys were outstanding all year long,” said Porter.
Junior varsity was able to
achieve the same level of success
at both races, keeping with their
tradition of consistently aboveaverage performance.
“Junior varsity was just a very
impressive group, a very dedicated group, and they really showed
the depth of our program,” said
Porter. “If we didn’t run our varsity, our JV would be running in the
varsity race, and doing extremely
well and beating teams that are
qualifying for the state meet.”
Sophomore John Esswein
was the singular champion for JV
at the Findley Invitational.
“When I look back at our
freshmen team and our JV team,
some of the things that stick out
necessarily aren’t always just the
top guys, but some of the guys
that are in the middle of the pack
or towards the back of the pack
that have had consistent improvements throughout the year,” Porter summed up. “I think about
the year, how much their times
dropped, how much they have
improved.”
“It’s kind of sad to see the seniors go. We’ve had them on the
team for three years, but I’m excited for senior year,” said junior
and JV runner Nick Wottowa.

Wrestling hopes experience pays off; tops Hazelwood in first duel
BY Clark
REPORTER

W

DeWoskin

in. Win. Win.

That’s the simple goal for this
year’s St. Louis U. High wrestling
team.
“I don’t wanna lose. Win
every match,” said senior Nick
Danter.
After a disappointing last
season saw two-time State placer
Espen Conley wrestle only seven
matches, the Jr. Bills are ready for
another go at it.
Fellow senior and captain
Will Whitney, last year’s lone state
qualifier, likewise has his goals
set high. “I wanna place at state,”
Whitney said. “I know that’s a
lofty goal, but shoot high, ya
know?”
For team goals, Whitney
would like SLUH to “win a few
tournaments, no reason not to
win the conference. Mutliple state
qualifiers; placers at every tournament.”
Whitney fell early at state last
year, losing both of his matches at
the Mizzou Arena.
It will be the first time in
three years that the Jr. Bills will
wrestle without Conley as a clear
standout going into the season.
“Last year a lot of the expectations were on (Conley), this
year I think we have a solid core,”
said coach Sean O’Brien. Conley
suffered a broken leg that cost
him nearly his entire senior season and possibly SLUH’s first ever

state wrestling title.
“They’re used to not having
Espen, though,” O’Brien added,
“and it forced them to mature last
year.”
The
StillHereInSpiritBills
worked hard this offseason, wrestling at Team Missouri Select
as well as completing Crossfit
strength and conditioning workouts. Several wrestlers competed
in offseason tournaments and
many attended open-mats in
SLUH’s wrestling room.
“Ideally the first few weeks of
the season aren’t reminding guys
how to wrestle,” said O’Brien,
“and I feel like we’re in a good
place with the commitments
these guys made.”
This year will see a varsity
lineup return nearly from top to
bottom but with all around much
more experience. Veteran wrestlers are expected to start from
120 all the way through heavyweight, excepting only a few open
spots in the lineup and a possible
underclassman at 126.
Strong seasons are expected
from both Danter and Whitney,
as well as fellow senior captain Joe
Mungenast, all of whom wrestled
to 20-plus win seasons last year.
What is unknown is how returning varsity starters Jack Flotte,
Sam Wilhelm, and other current
juniors will fare after some struggles their sophomore years.
“They took their lumps as
sophomores, as you’re supposed
to, but they showed a lot of im-
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Senior Will Whitney (top) locks up his opponent in last night’s match against Windsor.

provement,” said O’Brien.
“For example, Jack Flotte’s
made a huge improvement,” said
head coach Jon Ott. “He got much
better towards the end of last year,
and he’s a totally different wrestler
now than he was this time last
year.
“Guys get more mature; Nick
Geiser used his struggles and he
put in a lot of work this offseason.”
Whitney agrees with his
coaches.
“It’s easy to walk away,” said
Whitney. “It shows a lot of growth
for those guys to work hard and
come back this year. They’re gonna be tough.”
Of course a wrestling team

wouldn’t be complete without its
share of underclassmen. Sophomores Brandon Bollinger and Jim
Onder both figure to have an impact on this year’s lineup whether
or not they both will start all year.
An underclassmen will fill the
106-pound slot at times as well.
Also, returning starter and sophomore Sean Mulligan will wrestle.
It will be the success of the juniors and sophomores that shapes
this year’s varsity team. Last year,
six sophomores combined for a
57-117 record going into districts.
“Multiple state placers, that’s
the goal this season and every season,” said Ott, “and I think that’s
realistic.”

The team wrestled its first
competition, a dual meet at Hazelwood West, last week on Nov.
23. It was a full week earlier than
they have begun wrestling the
past few seasons.
Both teams were open at 106
pounds, the lowest weight class.
At 113, sophomore Brandon
Bollinger received a bye. Fellow
sophomore and returning varsity
starter Sean Mulligan secured a
pin to win his match at 120.
Junior Nick Geiser wrestled
at 132 pounds, securing a first period pin.
“It felt great getting a quick
win,” he said after a rocky sophocontinued on page 6
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Record-setting offense leads SLUH to magical final four run
photo | Ben Banet

Junior Alex Mackin makes a break for the end zone as the Jr. Bills try to
fight back from an early deficit against the No. 1 ranked CBC Cadets.
BY Ryan Dowd
SPORTS EDITOR

J

ust as the sun sets over the Science Center every Friday night,
the sun set for the 2011 St. Louis
U. High football team (9-4) with a
66-28 loss against CBC two weeks
ago. The Jr. Bills took a disappointing early season and righted
the ship en route to eight straight
victories, including two thrilling,

exhilarating wins over rival DeSmet. This year's crop of seniors
may go down as one of SLUH's
all-time great classes.
The Jr. Bills couldn't have
hoped to start the game any better
versus CBC in the State semifinal.
Senior quarterback Trevor McDonagh dropped back and fired
towards the right sideline to fellow
senior Mitch Klug, who mossed

the CBC corner and zig‑zagged
his way to a 92-yard touchdown.
The SLUH crowd went ballistic.
That's when the sun apparently set on the Jr. Bills though,
as CBC went on to score 38 consecutive points the rest of the first
quarter. After two long, bruising
touchdown drives, CBC threw the
haymaker with two straight strip
sacks of McDonagh that both resulted in return touchdowns.
Overall, CBC ran the ball 47
times for 444 yards, while the Jr.
Bills ran the ball 23 times for just
25 yards.
Head coach Gary Kornfeld
said, “We wanted to put pressure
on them to see how they would
handle pressure, because they
hadn't had pressure all year, and
we got the first nail in but they
came right back and answered
and got the two quick turnovers
right after that.”
Senior linebacker and Hback John Jedlicka said, “I feel
like as a team, as a whole, we kind
of fell apart after those two turnovers. We still played for pride but
other than that I think after those

two fumbles, it was almost too
big of a hole to dig ourselves out
against such a great team.”
CBC, oddly enough, was also
the last team to beat the Jr. Bills
before that semifinal game. In between the losses to CBC, the Jr.
Bills had eight straight victories
beginning Sept. 16.
After a narrow loss to a talented Parkway North team (5-5),
and competitive beat downs at
the hands of Webster Groves (92) and CBC (13-1) the Jr. Bills
marched into Vianney with a record of 1-3 and almost no student
support.
Jedlicka said, “I remember
the captains saying yeah we are
1-3, but it doesn't matter. If we
win out the rest of year, we’re going to the playoffs.”
Senior captain and safety
Paul Simon said, “When we were
sitting there 1-3 and were about to
play Vianney, we were pretty confident in what we'd done all summer and the direction our team
was going. There really wasn't a
lot of panic.”
The Jr. Bills didn't panic with

5

convincing wins over Vianney
and Chaminade. Then the team
rode, guns blazing, west to Eureka
with again almost no student support and defeated Eureka (8-3),
38-14.
Kornfeld said, “I still think
the turning point was when we
went to Eureka and won a ballgame at Eureka against a very
tough physical Eureka team, and
we did it convincingly. I think
our kids knew at that point, 'Hey,
we're pretty good.’”
Jedlicka said, “I remember
looking up at the stands, especially the Eureka game, and seeing
primarily our parents there. The
team as a whole knew what we
could do and knew that we could
win out the rest of the season and
that's exactly what we did.”
With two grand victories
over DeSmet and a beat down of
Oakville in the first round of the
playoffs, the Jr. Bills found themselves in the final four for the first
time since 1999.
Kornfeld said, “We've only
been to the semifinals or finals six
continued on page 6

Hockey changes lines, improves to 6-1 Basketbills win first two,
after five straight wins
seek tourney crown
BY Nathan
CORE STAFF

H

Rubbelke

ead coaches are always
thinking about how to make
their team better. It doesn’t matter
the level—professional, collegiate,
or high school—coaches always
strive to find the little things to
make their team succeed. St. Louis U. High hockey coach Charlie
Busenhart is no exception. Busenhart and his staff made changes to
the team’s offensive lines after an
upsetting loss to Vianney three
weeks ago. Since then, the Jr. Bills
have won three straight MCC affairs, including a monumental 5-1
win against CBC on Monday, and
five in a row overall.
One of the major changes
this year for the Jr. Bills was their
offense. Busenhart’s number one
line included the three best players, whereas he usually spreads
the talent. Since the Vianney loss,
the team has switched up the
lines. Instead of one potent line,
Busenhart has spread it to two,
mixing seniors Trent Lulow and
Dan Warnecke and junior Chase
Berger between the two lines.
“We have changed our offense now to two strong lines,
instead of one line with the three
best players on it,” said Busenhart.
“By doing that, the other team can
focus on our first line, but usually
don’t have enough depth to match
up with our second.”
While a lot is expected of
these two strong lines, the team
realizes that while the two lines
can lead the team, they cannot expect them to be the sole focus for
scoring.
Said Lulow, “As for goal scoring, we know that we have to
score a lot, but also we know that
we have other lines that are very
capable to put in a few when we
can’t score on a given night.”
The new line changes ensure
efficiency and execution on the
ice for all 45 minutes of the game,
as evidenced in the CBC game.
The Jr. Bills scored just under
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BY Nate
EDITOR

T

Heagney

he description of “classic”
gets thrown around with relative ease these days. And while
the Southside Classic, an eightteam basketball tournament that
St. Louis U. High (2-0) is currently competing in, is perhaps not
the iconic tournament that might
usually accompany the classic
title, it is one the Jr. Bills hope
to make more memorable with a
championship win tonight after
winning their first two games on
Monday and Wednesday.
The game tonight against
Bayless will be a shot at redemption for SLUH, which lost to the
Broncos in last year’s Southside final. But SLUH would not have the
chance to make up for that defeat
Senior grinder Tim Coleman plows past a trio of defenders.
were it not for the team’s first two
five minutes in with a goal from CBC to outshoot them 28-23, wins, against Affton on Monday
Warnecke, assisted by Lulow and Busenhart was not worried.
and Lutheran South on WednesBerger. Lulow and junior Nick
“If you force the shots out- day. In both games, SLUH came
Walters added two more goals side, and the goalie can see them, out stagnant before shifting into
early in the second period. The Jr. and there is no one in front of net, gear and cruising by their oppoBills led 3-1 heading into the final if the goalie moves that man out, nent late.
period.
(senior goalie) Thomas (Place)
In the team’s first game
The Jr. Bills tacked on two can stop anything,” explained against Affton, SLUH debuted a
more goals in the third period, Busenhart.
new, up-tempo offense that broke
extending their execution. Berger
The Jr. Bills also faced confer- away from coach John Ross’ traand Warnecke each added one as- ence rivals DeSmet and Chami- ditional half-court sets. However,
sist on one of the final two goals, nade over the break. The Jr. Bills the Jr. Bills struggled early with
playing on one of the new divided shut out the Spartans, with Place that approach, frequently turning
lines.
stopping all 16 shots that came the ball over, leading to easy AfWhile the SLUH offense his way. Two goals from Berger fton baskets.
stepped up big on Monday eve- helped lead the team to the 4-0
“The turnovers were a little
ning, the five goals cannot out- victory.
bit of nerves, but more than that
shadow the performance of the
The Jr. Bills never settled in I think it’s us tightening up and
defense, which allowed just one their 6-3 win against Chaminade. not handling the pressure well. As
goal. Strong play in front of the Chaminade came into the season the season goes on, hopefully we
net, limiting CBC shooting op- highly touted, but the Jr. Bills had can become more poised and take
portunities, played a crucial part high confidence, and felt if they care of those issues,” said senior
in the victory.
could break the Red Devils goal- Matt Clark.
“(This game) shows that our ie, they would win. They did just
The strong play of Clark, the
defense, that was suspect by many that, pouring on two goals in the team’s leading returning scorer,
other teams in the league, stepped first period, three in the second, kept SLUH afloat early, but SLUH
up and did the job and did it well,” and one more for insurance in the still found themselves trailing
said Busenhart.
third.
deep into the first half. However,
SLUH’s defense was even
Berger scored two goals, hot shooting in the second quarwithout senior captain Joey Luon- leading the team. Lulow, War- ter pushed the Jr. Bills out to an
go, who is hospitalized currently necke, and sophomore forward advantage and they never looked
with a staph infection.
Christian Hoffmeister added back, overcoming their 17 turnWhile the Jr. Bills did allow
continued on page 6 overs to win, 78-58. Clark led the

team with 25 points and fellow senior Jack Kelley added 16.
The win pushed SLUH to the
tournament semifinals against
Lutheran South. Against the
Lancers, SLUH turned in a relatively weak defensive effort, allowing Lutheran South to shoot
a scorching 63 percent from the
field. Fortunately for SLUH, the
team was on the opposite end of
the turnover battle this game, as
the Lancers surrendered the ball
18 times.
“We want to play every game
like we played the second half of
the Lutheran South game. If we
come out focused and we execute,
we can be a successful team,” said
Kelley.
SLUH’s offensive execution
also took a big step forward from
the first game, as the Jr. Bills had
16 assists on the team’s 30 field
goals, and in the second half outscored Lutheran South 43-28 on
their way to a 78-64 win.
Both games followed a similar theme, with sloppy play in the
first half overcome by a tightened
performance later in the game
as well as a hot-shooting performance, allowing the team to score
78 points in each game.
Clark noted the team’s numerous offensive weapons were
apparent early, as senior Daniel
Schmidt, junior Zach Greiner,
and sophomore Austin Sottile all
chipped in double digits against
Lutheran South, perhaps a trend
for much of the year.
“We’re definitely looking to
push the ball this year and score
early and often,” said Clark.
SLUH will look to carry that
scoring into tonight’s game. Bayless is much younger than last
year and snuck by their first two
opponents. Kelley said the team
feels confident it can win, assuming it fixes its mistakes from the
first two games.
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The sun sets on a magical run for SLUH’s 2011 football team

(continued from page 5)
times, so history will tell you that
this is going to go down as one of
the better teams that came though
St. Louis U. High.”
Despite the disappointment
against CBC, the class of 2012 will
go down as one of the most prodigious football talents in school
history. In this season alone,
McDonagh led the area—all six
classes—with 3,440 yards, also
a school record. He threw for 29
touchdowns, a school record, and
10 interceptions. He broke the
school record for total offense in a
season, 3,310 yards. He holds the
school record for completions in
a game, 30; yards in a game, 424;
and is tied for touchdowns in a
game, 5. In addition to his passing
exploits, McDonagh had seven
rushing touchdowns this season.
“It was a lot of fun. I couldn't
have done it without the guys
around me, the receivers, the oline, the running backs too. It was
just a lot of fun. I was living the
dream,” said McDonagh.
McDonagh did not only
have the greatest individual season of any Jr. Bill quarterback
but will go down statistically as
the greatest SLUH quarterback of
all time. McDonagh holds every
significant SLUH career passing
record. His career marks of 792
attempts and 452 copmletions for
7,511yards and 67 touchdowns
are all school records. He also
owns the record for total offense
in a career, 7,216 yards.
Wideouts senior Stefan Sansone and Klug will go down as
two of SLUH's greatest receivers
of all time. Sansone had his second straight 1,000-yard receiving
season with 56 catches and 1,026
yards. He and Klug's 1,026 yards
trail only Jason Dulick, '91 for the
SLUH season record. Sansone's
16 touchdown receptions ties him

with Dulick for another season record. He set the record for receptions, tied with Cameron Stubbs
(13), and receiving yardage (276)
in a game. He also led the area in
combined punt and kickoff return
yardage, with 884 yards. Sansone
holds the career records for both
receptions, 141, and touchdowns,
28, even though he only played
two seasons at receiver. Sansone
also holds every return yardage,
punt and kickoff, record.
Klug had 55 catches for 1,026
yards and four touchdowns and
remained a stalwart at receiver for
three varsity seasons. Klug holds
the career mark for receiving
yardage, 2,417 yards. He stands
just below Sansone in both career
receptions, 139, and touchdowns,
22.
Senior running back Terek
Hawkins rushed for 1,311 yards
and 18 touchdowns with a 7.2
yards per carry average.
Senior runner and receiver
Cameron Stubbs had 411 yards
rushing and 850 yards receiving
with eight touchdowns.
Overall, the 2011 SLUH offense stands as the most productvive in school history. Its 482
points this season eclipsed the
previous record, set by the '99
team, by nearly 100 points. Its
5,169 yards this season surpassed
the '91 team's record by just over
1,000 yards.
On the defensive side, Jedlicka racked up a team high 108
tackles with four sacks and two
fumble recoveries. Senior captain
Jamil Irvin-Muhammad bounced
around the front seven, eventually recording 77 tackles and a
team‑high five sacks. Simon tallied 84 tackles with two picks.
Sophomores and juniors also
contributed to the team’s success.
A solid rock at left tackle, junior
Alec Abeln, and athletic center
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CBC tacks on three in a 66-28 Final Four defeat of SLUH. It was the highest SLUH finish in twelve years.

junior Andy Reik will return next
year to anchor the offensive line.
Sophomore TJ Daniel filled in at
right tackle after the loss of senior
captain and beloved classmate
Bryan Mathews to a knee injury.
On the defensive side, junior
Alex Mackin will return after seeing significant time at linebacker
this year. Sophomore Mike Hall
made his mark burying ball carriers near the line of scrimmage,
and fellow sophomore Raymond
Wingo blanketed opposing receivers in the secondary, recording four picks.
This year the JV team was
2-8, and the freshman team was
4-5.
A chasm is left at the offensive skill positions though, as is to
be expected when a school loses
statistically its greatest quarterback and receiving duo. Hall and
Wingo, who both got a small taste

of the ball this year, are expected
to contribute on offense next year.
Wingo and Hall paired up in the
freshman backfield with Wingo at
quarterback and Hall at running
back.
McDonagh said, “They have
a lot of good athletes. Some players just need to step up and make
plays. Just got to look for those
guys to come into the off-season
and put in the work and they'll be
alright.”
Kornfeld said, “We have a
heck of a strength and conditioning program going on right now
with Vae Mafuli and Wayne Ellerman and we're going to continue
that. ... We're really going to have
to work hard in the off-season
and that starts next week.”
At this point, we can't imagine a SLUH game without McDonagh under center, Sansone
and Klug spread wide, Knesel and

Hockey improves
record with new line

Wrestling has high
hopes for season

(continued from page 5)
three points apiece.
Last Saturday, SLUH also
smacked Lindbergh 5-2 in a game
that featured a Berger hat trick.
To be a successful hockey
team, you have to make the most
of each opportunity given. One
of these is the power play. The Jr.
Bills handled the power play as efficiently as possible in these last
four games, scoring seven power play goals, with three apiece
against CBC and Chaminade.
Another major factor for
success has been the superb play
of Place in the goal. Place has yet
to allow more than three goals
in a game this season, held powerhouse CBC to one goal, and
earned his first shutout of the season against DeSmet. For some, his
play may be a surprise, but for the
team and Busenhart, it is exactly
what they expected.
“The league is surprised every year because we don’t have the
‘superstar goalies,’ said Busenhart.
“It’s amazing how when a per-

(continued from page 4)
more season.
At 138 pounds, junior Jack
Flotte received a bye. He was followed by Onder, wrestling up
a weight class at 145, who lost a
tough match by pin in the third
period.
Senior captains Nick Danter
and Will Whitney followed at
152 and 160, respectively. Both
pinned their Hazelwood West opponents in the early going, Danter
within 30 seconds of the start of
the match.
“I had been waiting for this
match since I didn’t qualify for
state last year, and I just wanted
to destroy him,” Danter said afterward.
Senior 170-pounder Evan
Chipley won a decision by a score
of 6-2, and fellow senior and captain Joe Mungenast received a bye
at 182.
At 195 pounds, sophomore
James Murphy lost by decision.
Junior Daniel Boyce followed
with a bye at 220.
Junior heavyweight Sam Wilhelm won a 1-0 decision, the lone

son becomes a senior, how they
step up and play quality. Thomas
played very well last year in JV
and shut everyone out.”
With the team’s recent success, Busenhart has not increased
their expectations. He is still
sticking to his preseason hopes: a
final four appearance. He stressed
that the season is one-third over,
but the team still has many crucial
MCC games ahead.
Lulow emphasized that the
team confidence is building, but
like Busenhart, believes that they
must not get ahead of themselves.
“I think we have a confident
attitude knowing that we can play
with and beat any team in the
league, but we can’t let that get
to cockiness and overlook teams
because any (team) can catch fire
and every team wants to beat us,”
said Lulow.
The Jr. Bills will be back in
action on Saturday night against
Oakville. Game time is 9:30 p.m.
at Affton Ice Rink.

point being awarded to Wilhelm
as a result of a headbutt.
“I just need to use this win as
a foundation to train harder and
get better for the next match,” he
said.
The WrassleBills won by an
overall score of 48-24, a good
way to begin the season after the
struggles of last year. With Wilhelm and Geiser both producing
good wins, it looks as though the
strong cast of seniors will have
some support from the younger
wrestlers this year.
“Our first meet went extremely well,” Danter said of the
dual meet. “The month preceeding the meet the team prepared
hard and the work paid off. We’re
a young team, but a lot of our
starters returned from last year
and that experience helped them.”
As the season continues, look
for that hard work to continue to
pay off. The team wrestled its first
home dual-meet last night against
Windsorv and will wrestle a twoday tournament, The Patriot, this
weekend at Parkway South.

Kerwood coiled in three‑point
stances, Stubbs in a smooth backpedal, Hawkins running as only
TK Hawkins runs, Simon with
his perfect form tackle, Irvin-Muhammad's post sack celebrations,
and Jedlicka rising from the bottom of a pile.
Simon said, “I've kind of
grown up playing football with
these guys. I didn't play when I
was six or seven. I started playing (football) with those guys.
Just to see how much we've grown
and how hard we've worked to do
what we did is pretty remarkable.”
Every day the sun sets. Every
year, at some point, the sun sets
on the St. Louis U. High football
team. But every day, every fall, the
sun will rise again.

Underclassmen
sports scores
C Wrestling
11-22 @ Hazelwood West Win
—Matt Whalen
JVD Hockey
11-27 @ DeSmet L 2-1
Record: 2-3
—Sam Fentress
C Blue Basketball
11-29 @ Webster W 53-21
Record: 1-0
—Joe Godar
B Basketball
11-28 vs. Afton W 67-33
11-30 vs. Lutheran South
			
W 42-29
12-01 vs. St. Mary’s
			
W 45-26
Record: 3-0
—Tim Lally
JV Hockey
11-27 @ Francis Howell W
			
L 3-0		
Record: 1-2-2
—Jack Robinson
JV 1-1 Racquetball
12-1 vs. Parkway North
			
W 4-1		
Record: 3-0
JV 1-2 Racquetball
12-1 vs. Ladue W 3-2		
Record: 1-3
—Thomas Riganti
C Basketball White
11-30 vs. DuBourg		
			
W 57-30
Record: 2-0
—Andrew Gmelich
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Adopt-a-family drive returns to homerooms
(continued from page 1)
lies had filled out requesting what items. The items include Christmas gifts that will be
wrapped when presented to each
member of the family.
“If it’s adults, (they will usually) get shoes or clothing items,
and for kids, shoes, clothes, or
sometimes toys, depending on
what the family requests,” Bieber
said.
Each family member receives
wrapped gifts, and the family will
also receive common necessities
like household items, toiletries,
first aid items. The family can
check what their greatest needs
are when filling out their applications.
“In addition a lot of families
really need gift cards to grocery
stores or gas gift cards,” explained
Bieber. Last year gas cards were
the most requested.
The homeroom represenatives will organize with the homeroom teacher which student will

Drive recycles
old Christmas
lights

(continued from page 1)
day Light Drive this past
Monday, but Lodholz did have a
rough idea of what she was hoping for.
“I would love to see those
(bins) filled twice (each),” said
Lodholz.
The school is well on its
way to achieving that goal. As of
Thursday at 4:00 p.m., there were
34 bags of lights in the two bins.
“It’s good turnout so far, and
we’re looking forward to great
returns,” said Lodholz. She also
mentioned that she hoped that
the Light Drive would become an
annual event.
The drive will continue
through Jan. 20.

bring what items. Students may
bring in cash, but the things
brought to the families must be
the wrapped gifts and the items
requested. How the gifts will be
collected is up to the pastoral representative.
Bieber had two options in
mind for homeroom reps. Either
they can designate a student to
get a certain gift, or, if they prefer,
they can collect money and do the
shopping themselves, with other
students if needed.
Last year the student body
did not take part in the Adopt-aFamily drive because of Mission
Week. Instead, each faculty department adopted a family. Prior
to last year, the drive took place
every year at Christmas.
STUCO will play an important role in executing the drive.
“STUCO’s part is facilitating with homeroom reps homeroom participation, trying to get
the Adopt-a-Family Drive led by
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department chair
(continued from page 1)
gating the new Texas Instrument calculators.”
Tasks of the department
chair include observing teachers,
coordinating which teachers will
teach each class, assisting with
hiring new teachers into the department, outlining the department’s budget, and assimilating
new technology and books into
the curriculum.
The department chair also
has to report to weekly 90-minute
Instructional Council meetings, a
committee responsible for curriculum mapping. The Instructional
Council was recently responsible
for the academic integrity survey
and is currently working on rewriting their curriculum description that will be posted online.
“Reporting to that Instructional Council meeting once a
week can be a big time commitment, because often there are other assignments that go with that.

It’s not just show up and listen,”
said Moran.
Even though the selection
process came under different
circumstances, Principal John
Moran said the same amount of
time for the selection process was
allotted. First, Moran has a meeting with every member in the department asking for recommendations for someone to fill the
role. These conversations can last
anywhere between ten to 40 minutes. After those meetings help
highlight a handful of teachers to
fill the role, Moran and Assistant
Principal for Mission Jim Linhares have a second set of meetings with the final candidates.
In addition to her becoming
the math department chair, Kissel
helps with the Freshman Service
Program and the Faculty Caring
Committee.
“I’ve been here 30 years, so
it’s time to give back to my department,” said Kissel.
cartoon | Maxwell Garr

Yearbook office monitor
stolen, recovered
(continued from page 1)
which remains open so that
students can access them through
much of the day, a balance has to
be kept between keeping valuable
technology safe and making sure
the rooms are accessible to students
“I’ve talked to the moderators of those rooms,” said Kesterson. “We’re trying to set up time
to get together—I don’t know
where it’s going to go—and brainstorm about keeping those rooms
secure, balancing the fact that students need access to those rooms
and when to keep it open and
how to keep it open. We’ve begun
a dialogue of how to best reach a

Volume LXXVI Editorial Policy
The Volume 76 Prep News
opinion section serves the purpose of being the vehicle of the
personal opinions of students,
faculty, or others. All topics discussed in the section will be related to St. Louis University High
School.
Nothing published either as
an editorial or as a letter to an
editor should be considered the
opinion of the school, the administration, or anyone other than its
author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is the
opinion of all four editors on a
particular topic.
A commentary or column is
an opinion of one member of the
Prep News staff, not of the Prep
News itself.
A perspective or notebook,
like a commentary, is the opinion
of one person, often a Prep News
staff member. Unlike a commentary, such a piece is often intended
primarily to convey a personal
experience rather than to provide
a viewpoint on an issue. Unlike
a letter, such pieces are usually
developed at the request of, and
sometimes under the guidance of,
the Prep News editors.
Every member of the SLUH
community is welcomed and en-

the students, not just homeroom
teachers and campus ministers,”
said STUCO co-moderator Lauren Dickens.
STUCO led informative
prayer services about the drive all
this week.
“We wanted to get the word
out to the student body about the
drive, and encourage participation,” Dickens explained, “not
only in donations but also in delivering the gifts to the families.”
Each item needs to be in by
homeroom on Monday, Dec. 12,
and then the gifts will be delivered to the families, who will be at
South Side Catholic Charities that
afternoon and the day after. The
homeroom representatives need
to coordinate a way to get their
items to the families with the help
of fellow homeroom members
and teachers who have volunteered to help.
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couraged to submit a letter to the
editors. Every letter received by
the editors will be read and given
consideration. All letters must be
signed, but the author’s name may
be withheld from publication by
request and at the discretion of
the editors.
The Prep News editors reserve the right to edit any submissions for publication in order to
meet grammatical standards, but
they will not skew the author’s
original intent. Also, the editors reserve the right to withhold
from publication any submission
if it is deemed vulgar, tasteless,
or otherwise inappropriate. Authors should be available for the
editors to contact them before
publication to address matters of
concern.
All authors wishing to have
letters published must submit
them by 4:00 p.m. the Wednesday
before the letter is to be published.
Letters should be e-mailed to
prepnews@sluh.org, and if possible a signed copy should be given
to a Prep News editor or moderator or mailed to the Prep News
courtesy of St. Louis University
High School, 4970 Oakland, St.
Louis, MO 63110.

compromise.”
Schraut regrets that one person’s actions might affect other
students’ access to the room.
“It’s kind of a sad situation.
You feel like you should be able
to leave it unlocked and nothing
will happen, and I don’t think
we’ve ever had any other problems up there,” said Schraut. “Do
we now just lock the doors—punish the kids who really need to get
in there—or can we be trusting
and say, ‘Maybe this was just an
isolated incident.’ It’s disappointing to say the least that you can’t
leave something open and expect
people to leave it as is.”

This cartoon does not necessarily represent the opinions of the Prep News or St. Louis U. High
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Friday, December 2

Chinese waist drumming ensemble formed
photo | Patrick Conrey

Schedule R

V Basketball @ Southside Classic
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Senior Class Mass
Snack—Mozz Sticks
4pm
JV/V Wrestling @ Parkway South Tournament
C Basketball (Blue) @ CBC
7pm
Circus Club Performance
Lunch Special—Chicken Rings
Healthy—Chicken and Cheese Quesadilla

Saturday, December 3
Loyola Christmas Party
C Basketball (Blue) @ Webster Tournament
10am JV/V Wrestling @ Parkway South Tournament
12pm Father/Son Bowling
3pm
Circus Club Performance
9:30pm V Hockey vs. Oakville @ Affton Ice Rink

Sunday, December 4
SLUHtique Mass
7:45pm JV Hockey vs. CBC @ Affton Ice Rink

Monday, December 5

Schedule R
STUCO Christmas Drive (through December 17th)
Candy Cane Distribution
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Senior Project Meeting
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Pizza Calzones
Healthy—Memphis BBQ Turkey Sandwich

Tuesday, December 6

Instructor Zhang Yueping leads the Chinese drum ensemble after school Tuesday.
BY Andrew
REPORTER

Hof

R

ecently a group of classic Chinese
waist drummers has formed under the leadership of Chinese teacher
Ching-ling Tai.
“I like to promote the Chinese
culture, especially now that we have
the Confucius Classroom,” said Tai.
Tai considered creating a Chinese folk dance group, but ultimately
decided to make the drum ensemble
instead. She thought the drum group
was more suited for an all-boys school
like SLUH, especially because the
waist drums were originally played by
Chinese men.
Tai originally had the idea to form
the ensemble in early October, when
she ordered the drums from China.
Now that the drums have arrived, the
ensable is finally up and running. Tai
hopes to eventually have a group of 15
or more guys who are truly commit-

ted to the group.
“I hope to identify a leader for the
group, and I’m still looking for one
leader among all the players,” said Tai.
The group performs a traditional
drum dance with a waist drum that
wraps around the body. The drums
were originally used for military purposes by guards along the border to
sound an alarm, train troops, or accompany cavalry by matching the
rhythm of the horses’ hooves.
While Tai formed the group, she
does not coach the group. The coach
is a friend of Tai’s, Zhang Yueping.
Zhang is from the Shanxi Province region in China where waist drumming
originated, and she has volunteered to
coach the drumming ensemble with
the help of Tai.
“Dr. Tai mentioned the group in
Chinese class and it sounded interesting,” said senior Paul Fentress, a member of the ensemble.

“When everyone knows what
they are doing, it is going to look really cool,” senior Tim Coleman said.
While the group is the Chinese
Drum Ensemble, it is not limited to
just Chinese students. The group practices every Tuesday in the band room
at 3:30, and anyone who is willing to
put in the time and wants to join can
become part of the group. They had
their first meeting this Tuesday.
“If the group is ready, I would like
to take them to perform in Chinese
New Year celebrations among Chinese communities. I think it would
be a very good showcase of our SLUH
boys. Also in May, the Botanical Garden will have a Chinese culture day
and I hope that we can be in their parade for the opening ceremony,” Tai
said.

1st Team
Trevor Mc Donagh - QB
Stefan Sansone - WR
Mitch Klug - WR
Alec Abeln - OL
Sam Knesel - OL
Terek Hawkins - RB
Dan Tlapek - Kicker
1st Team
John Jedlicka - LB
Paul Simon - DB
Raymond Wingo - DB

2nd Team

Honorable Mention

Bryan Mathews - OL
Cameron Stubbs - RB
Andrew Pitts - TE
Paul Simon - Punter

Andy Riek - OL
Aaron Kerwood - OL
TJ Daniels-OL

Defensive

Wednesday, December 7
SLUH Santa Shop
Soccer Banquet (off campus)
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Freshman Tutorial
Snack—Sweet Pretzels
3:30pm Ignatian Evening/Dinner
5pm
C Basketball (Blue) @ Chaminade
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Healthy—Popcorn Shrimp

2nd Team

Honorable Mention

Sean Rammaha - LB
Cameron Stubbs - DB
Jamil Irvin-Muhammad - DB

Mike Hall - LB
Pat Boyle - LB
Darion Baker - LB

Schedule R

Thursday, December 8

Schedule M
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
SLUH Santa Shop
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Snack—Toronados
5:30pm V Basketball vs. Maplewood RH @ Webster 		
Tournament
Lunch Special—Crispitos
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan

Friday, December 9

All-MCC Football Team

Offensive

Schedule R
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Poetry Out Loud
Sustainability Committee Meeting
Snack—Pepperoni Boscos
4:30pm C/JV/V Wrestling vs. CBC/Kirkwood @ CBC
		
B Basketball vs. CBC
6pm
V Basketball vs. CBC
9:15pm JV Hockey vs. Kirkwood @ Kirkwood Ice Arena
Lunch Special—Steak and Cheese

Fine Arts Assembly
Loyola Santa Shop
V Basketball @ Webster Tournament
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
4pm
C Wrestling @ Pattonville Quad
Lunch Special—Chicken Strips
Healthy—Baked Mostaciolli

Schedule FA

—compiled by Stephen Lumetta

This cartoon does not necessarily represent the opinion of the Prep News or of St.
Louis U. High.

