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Plans take form
for rescheduled
Mission Week

| Joe

Kreienkamp

Sophomore
retreat overhaul in works

Four charities
have been chosen
BY Brian
REPORTER

Three-day retreat
trimmed to one

Dugan

BY Mitch
STAFF

L

ast week, STUCO announced
the four charities who will
benefit from St. Louis U. High’s
second annual Mission Week:
HopeWorks, Our Lady’s Inn,
Helping and Loving Orphans
(HALO), and Heifer International. Each class will sponsor one
charity, and the proceeds from
the week’s events will go to their
class’s corresponding mission.
Last year, Mission Week was
held from Nov. 28 to Dec. 3, but
this year’s has been pushed back
until the week of Feb. 27 to March
continued on page 3

“

Yesterday, Fr. Marco Marchlewski, S.J., celebrated the Mass of the Immaculate Conception. In his homily, Fr. Marco
broached the sensitive subject of Albert Pujols’s departure to Anaheim, comparing the $254 million that the Angels
committed to him to the fruit that Adam and Eve ate from the Garden of Eden. He then went on to connect Mary’s
Immaculate Conception to that of Adam and Eve, making the point that Mary repaired and fulfilled God’s plan for
human perfection, that plan that Adam and Eve hindered with their greedy sin.

Edwards, ‘12, conquers Freshmen get first taste
of STUCO politics
Poetry Out Loud

BY Sean Campbell
REPORTER
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S

enior Will Edwards grabbed a
first place victory on Tuesday
at St. Louis U. High’s Poetry Out
Loud competition, which was
coordinated by English teacher
Chuck Hussung.
The six contestants each
performed one poem and were
judged by a panel of SLUH faculty members. English teacher
Carson Monetti scored the participants on accuracy, while math
teacher Frank Corley, English
teacher Terry Quinn, and Vice
Principal for Mssion Jim Linhares
judged in the categories of physical presence, voice and articulation, dramatic appropriateness,
level of difficulty, evidence of understanding, and overall performance. Contestants automatically
lost points for skipping, confusing, or adding words.
Senior Will Edwards scored
the highest with his recitation of
“Author’s Prayer” by Ilya Kaminsky, and sophomore Tom Fields
was the runner-up with his performance of “The Listeners” by
Walter De La Mare.
Edwards described his process for preparing his poem: “I
kept the poem in my wallet and
looked at it whenever I had time.
I memorized it two lines at a time.
Another thing I do is recite the
poem backwards because if I can

BY Brendan
REPORTER

McEnery
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Senior Will Edwards performs
“Author’s Prayer” in the Poetry Out
Loud competition last Tuesday.

do it backwards, then I know I really know it.”
Edwards attributes his success in the poetry competition in
part to Fine Arts teacher Kathryn
Whitaker, who has helped him
develop his approach to performing.
“I have to credit Mrs. Whitaker for my training and experience on the speech team, which
has helped in poetry reciting. I try
to dig down into what the poem
is trying to say and attempt to
match that with my voice. The
continued on page 4
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he freshman class of 2015
certainly has no shortage
of role models at Saint Louis U.
High. Devoted teachers, senior
advisors, outstanding students,
athletes, writers, and performers,
among countless others, have not
hesitated to lead the freshmen
through their initiation into their
new high school community.
However, this past week, the class
of 2015 took the first steps toward
becoming leaders in the school
themselves through their first
STUCO elections, electing Peter
Lynas as president, Sam Fentress
as pastoral representative, and
Matthew Barron as social representative.
Lynas follows in the footsteps
of his older brother, senior Christopher Lynas, who is currently
Vice President of Public Relations for STUCO. The elder Lynas
voiced his pride for his younger
brother, and was also careful to
note the originality and initiative
of his sibling.
“I am proud and excited for
him,” Christopher Lynas said,
“Mostly proud that he did it all on
his own.”
Joining Lynas as freshman
STUCO frontmen is Fentress,
who was elected to the Pastoral
position.
“STUCO’s always been some-
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Tongues on display
The speech team performs well after long
haul to Duchense, poised for a dramative
speech run. Page 2
Chess falls to Griffins
SLUH held their own against highly touted MCC opponent Vianney, but falls short
in the 3-2 defeat. Page 2

thing I have been interested in.
… I wanted to see someone take
our class and really do something
good and bring them together,
and I thought maybe I could be
that person,” said Fentress.
Fentress was involved in
student government at his grade
school as class president, but cited
his enthusiasm for pastoral activities as part of his reasoning for
running for that position instead.
“What attracted me to pastoral was my involvement in the
freshman pastoral team and community service,” said Fentress, “I
thought I was a guy who knew
about that stuff.”
In addition to Lynas and
Fentress, Barron joins STUCO
as the class social representative.
Barron, who enjoys socializing
around the pool table, ran for the
position to become more deeply
rooted in his class.
“I thought it’d be good to
start getting involved freshman
year,” Barron said. “I think I’m a
pretty social guy, and I want to try
to meet my classmates and get to
know them better.”
Barron is also eager to begin
the organizational duties of his
position.
“I’m looking forward to planning the freshman dance,” said
Barron.
Together, the three newlycontinued on page 4
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Fire and flying objects
The Circus Club fired up the Christmas
cheer with their weekend performances of
the short attention span circus. Page 2
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Grass among the Lakota
English teacher Anne Grass spent the last
three years teaching among the poor at
Red Cloud Indian School. Page 5
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t’s almost a redundant comment to say, ‘The sophomore
retreat is changing,’” said campus
minister Brian Gilmore, “because
it has gone through different versions in the past more so than the
other retreats have.”
Though the content of the retreat has gone through several rewrites and revisions, the structure
has stayed consistent until this
year. In the past, the retreat split
the sophomore class into six parts.
Over the course of three days, two
sections of sophomores would go
off to two locations for the daylong retreat. This year, however,
the retreat is scheduled to happen
on March 30 at St. Louis U. High
with the whole sophomore class.
“We found it to be a disruption to sophomore classes to have
a third of the class gone each day
for three days,” said Gilmore. “I
don’t know if all the sophomore
teachers figured out how to navigate that well. It was kind of an
awkward week of classes, so this
will certainly alleviate that. And
the model of the freshman retreat,
where everyone is together, there
is a lot of good stuff that can come
out of that.”
Gilmore acknowledged that
retreats are never perfect, but he
noticed that the sophomore retreat needed more work than just
tweaking.
“If you surveyed a number of
seniors, I would imagine the majority of them might say that their
least favorite was the sophomore
(retreat),” said Gilmore.
Gilmore and Corley have
also noticed a disconnect between
the freshman and sophomore retreats.
“There’s some recognition
that the freshman retreat has
been such a good experience,”
said Corley. “The sophomore retreat just wasn’t carrying as much
force, I think, in a guy’s life as the
freshman retreat has.”
“Freshman retreat seems to
work well, there’s high energy
there and it’s fun, and it’s a good
way to introduce them. We didn’t
sense that the sophomore retreat
continued on page 4

Hockey firing on all cyclinders
Hockey punishes Oakville 7-3 in a midseason rematch of revenge, asserting
themselves as the hottest team in the area.
Page 6
Basketball takes championship
Jr. Bills find redemption in Southside classic championship, run out of gas against
CBC. Page 7

2

NEWS

Prep News
Volume 76, Issue 14

December 9, 2011

Blink and you’ll miss it: Short Attention Span Circus performs
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Chinese yo-yos prepare to launch across the stage at SLUH’s Short Attention Span Circus. Juggling and comedy routines filled out the Christmas Circus show.
BY Jack Kiehl
and Sam Fentress
Reporters

I

n the spirit of the holiday season, the Circus Club showcased
its annual “Christmas at the Circus” show for three performances
last weekend, after weeks of preparation.
The “Short Attention-Span
Circus,” as it is sometimes called,
lasted an hour and a half and took
place in the Joseph Shulte Theatre.
It was completely free, and each
performance drew a large crowd.
Parents, friends, and alumni came
to see the club perform its skits,

which they had been working on
for the past few weeks.
The Circus Club was first
founded after the musical Carnival! came to SLUH in 1994, and a
few students thought it would be
fun to have a group that juggled
and performed sketches, thus
forming the Circus Club. One of
the long-standing traditions of
the club is its Christmas show,
which is put on every year in the
early weeks of December.
Circus Club president senior
Tom Blood, who has been in the
group since he was a freshman
and was the Master of Ceremo-

Speech team rakes in
victory at Villa
BY Will Smith
REPORTER

F

ifteen members of the St. Louis U. High Speech Team led
the team to a first place finish in a
meet held at Villa Duchesne High
School last Sunday Dec. 4.
Speech team moderator
Kathryn Whitaker said, “The
SLUH students performed admirably at the meet.”
SLUH, the only all-boys
school that competed in the meet,
leads all teams with 138 points,
three points in front of St. Joseph’s
Academy (SJA). SLUH led SJA by
a point going into Sunday’s meet.
“We could use a little bit
more of a cushion,” senior speech
member Jean-Paul Angieri said.
Last Sunday’s meet was
SLUH’s second this year. Overall,
SLUH leads the league in most
categories. Senior Sam Herbig
leads the poetry division with
a total of 12 points this season.
Sophomore Kevin Harris leads
with a total of 10 points in the humorous/serious division. Seniors
Adam Hunn and Jordan Bollwerk
lead in the duet acting division
with 16 points. Senior Jack Wit-

thaus leads the SLUH team in the
radio division with 15 points, and
finally senior Benjamin Hilker
leads the extemp division with 12
points total over the season.
“I really think we took the
field like champs,” Angieri said.
“Although the margin by which
we won was not as wide as we’d
like it to be, we will certainly pull
ahead in future matches.”
Unlike most competitive
teams at SLUH, the speech team
doesn’t practice as a group. Instead, each competitor practices
his speech on his own before performing it for Mrs. Whitaker during a one-on-one session before
the meet. She critiques the speech
and offers suggestions on how to
improve, which could be a reason
for their success in the meet.
Each speech is about five to
eight minutes long. Students can
pick what type of speech they
want to do, such as poetry or storytelling, and can do either a duet
or a solo speech.
Whitaker said that the SLUH
speech team will host the next
meet right here at SLUH on Feb.
12.

The Advancement Office has prepared an online advent calendar
which reveals a new aspect of SLUH by the numbers each day. The
Prep News made an appearance on December 8.
sluh.org/advent-calendar-2011

nies for the show, believes that
the members’ love for performing
was what made for such a spectacular weekend.
“It was the enthusiasm of the
club members that really carried
the show to a different place this
year,” said Blood.
Fine Arts teacher Joseph
Shulte, who moderates the club,
believed that it was a big hit.
“All three performances were
very good; the best one was Friday night,” said Schulte.
One of the main acts was
“Rocco and Borris,” a tradition
of the annual performance. The

sketch features two heavily-accented Russians claiming to be
the greatest pick-pockets in the
world. Blood and Jack Mimlitz,
another four-year member, performed the sketch.
“It’s just the four years of
watching it and practicing and
adding new things of my own that
made it one of my favorite skits,”
said Blood.
Other favorites were Fred the
Flea, in which a flea jumps from
one hand to another, and two new
clowning acts performed by sophomore Michael Blood and senior
Evan Thornberry.

In addition to the sheer enthusiasm of each member, the
club also had a large number of
performers in the group. There
were around 22 students in the
show, more than they’ve ever had
before.
The Christmas performance
may not be this year’s only performance for the Circus Club.
“We are actually hoping for a
spring show,” said Blood.
Although it would take a
lot of effort, it could take place
in May. The group also hopes to
expand and to be able to keep its
shows free.

Mate in three, Chess falls to Vianney
BY Kieran
REPORTER
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drenaline rushing. Competitive juices flowing. Mind racing. While the SLUH chess team
felt all of these things, they were
no match for the better-trained
Vianney team.
On Wednesday night, St.
Louis U.High’s chess team fell to
Vianney High. Vianney won three
of the five boards to pull out the
win.
Chess club moderator Jim
Gioia said of the performance,
“That Vianney team is very welltrained. They have received training beyond anything I can do at
this point.”
First-seeded sophomore Kirk
Quigless was one of the two SLUH
players to win his match.
“(My match) was really easy.
Early on, I had given my opponent no option but to give up a
queen and a rook, and he didn’t
want to give up either, so I had
him checkmated,” said Quigless.
Senior Josh Beckerle, the fifth
seed, was the other player to come
through with a win.
As for the losses, Gioia said,
“Most of (the matches) came
down to an endgame, which is
when both sides have very few
pieces left.”
Of the player who lost their
matches, Junior Joe Grady’s was
the closest.
“(Grady) had a rook and
three pawns left, and his rook
was on the opposite side from

Junior Joe Grady considers his next move.

his king, so he couldn’t stop his
opponent’s pawn from getting
across the board, and so his opponent got a queen and checkmated
him,” said Quigless.
Senior Kyle Padberg “felt like
he just made one mistake, and felt

like it was what really led to him
losing,” said Gioia.
Overall, said Quigless, “I
think we put up a good fight… we
just made some small errors.”
The team’s next match will be
Wednesday against Metro.
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Albert Pujols: our childhood hero, no longer Superman
BY Jack Witthaus
SPORTS EDITOR

“

I

can't believe it!” a student
screamed from Mr. Mueller's
room during second period. “This
can't be happening!”
Denial. The first phase in
dealing with grief. My stomach
knotted. He can't be talking about
Pujols, can he?
Quickly, I booted Google
Chrome, as more cries erupted
from the art room. I scanned
ESPN.com. Fate rested in the top
right corner: Albert Pujols had
agreed to a deal with the Angels.
I wailed and dashed down
senior hallway. Students walked
past me without purpose carrying
blank looks on their faces. Some
ran hands through their hair,
wide-eyed and clearly disheveled.
I went up to a group of friends
slumped up against the lockers, heads in their hands. They

couldn't believe the news either.
I looked up from my conversation and a bit of news caused
me to smile. “We just tore down
the Pujols poster in the cafeteria,”
a senior said.
After the second bell rang,
hundreds of students filed out
into the hallways. “Pujols” was on
everyone's lips. Some guys threw
their arms around other guys.
Some students yelled loudly and
flailed their arms in the air.
Was it just me, or did SLUH
think the sky had fallen?
The pain from the Pujols deal
struck everyone differently. Some
worse than others. But from the
looks of it, most students and
faculty seemed to find solidarity
through laughter.
Our first joke came at Mass,
where Fr. Marco remarked to the
school that Pujols leaving the
Cardinals was akin to the Fall of

Man and orginial sin.
More jokes swirled in the
hallways. “Did you see what FakeESPN tweeted? “Pujols had to
choose between a $250 million
dollar contract and a $200 million
dollar contract. That's beyond a
#firstworldproblem.”
However, I still didn't feel like
laughing. The jokes didn't ease
the pain. I kept my head low during theology class and Spanish.
I felt horrible. Albert Pujols
broke onto the Cardinals team
when I was 7 years old. He was
my hero, a model of perfection on
the field and compassion off the
field. With his framed picture on
the wall, Albert is the guy I look
at every morning when I wake up.
His rookie card rests in my littlekid safe, tattooed with a Raiders
sticker and wedged in my bookshelf. News clippings of his successes are scattered all over my

floor. Not to brag, but when I was
in fifth grade I knew every stat on
him.
As I sulked into the cafeteria during lunch, I kept thinking
that my childhood hero was no
longer the superstar of the past. I
had seen him fade in the past few
years and started to see him more
as a flawed man than a superhero.
But I always believed with childlike faithfulness that he would
stay with the Cardinals.
Yesterday, however, I realized
he's a human like the rest of us.
That hurt.
But then I realized that I
couldn't keep hurting about this
issue. I mean, baseball is entertainment for Pete's sake. So, after recycling my lunch waste, I
walked over to the cafeteria television and laughed. A group of students started booing the pictures
of Pujols that flashed across the

screen. Soon the whole cafeteria
was booing.
Then a picture of Stan Musial
flashed across the screen. Everyone cheered. Albert, boo. Babe
Ruth, cheer. Barry Bonds, oddly,
elicited a huge cheer.
I couldn't stop laughing after
the Steroid King was cheered. I
wiped my eyes and fist pumped
with my friends. We laughed all
the way out into the hallways as
we drifted toward our lockers.
Granted, the pain was still
there. And it might be there for a
lot longer. I don't know.
For some students like me,
yesterday was a day when a superstar finally lost his kid-like charm,
and I guess some of us grew up a
little in the process.

cartoon | Greg Fister

This cartoon does not necessarily represent the opinion of the Prep News or St. Louis U. High.

Plans take place for rescheduled Mission Week; charities have been chosen
(continued from page 1)
2.
“The decision for Mission
Week to be pushed back was to
add something in the spring, to
not only keep the seniors motivated, but kind of add something
into a normally dull period of the
year,” said Mathews. “Last year it
worked great in the winter, but
we thought that everything that
goes on at this time of year, with
Thanksgiving food drives, the
STUCO Christmas drive—to really maximize the amount of fundraising that we can do throughout the year, (February) would
be a good time to do (Mission
Week).”
Although Mission Week has
been pushed back, STUCO has
decided to announce the selected
missions months ahead of time so
that students will be well aware of
the causes they will be donating
to. The hope is that if students are
familiar with a cause, they will be
even more willing to donate to the
less fortunate.
“We want people to know
what they’re raising money for
because if they don’t, that just
makes it harder for them to want
to give money,” said Mathews.
Mathews also believes that

advanced planning will minimize
the mistakes that STUCO might
make in regards to the Mission
Week activities.
In choosing the four charities, STUCO hoped to find one
with international recognition,
one local, one with a Jesuit affiliation, and one that SLUH is consistently involved with already.
STUCO hopes that the student
body can connect with and provide for a variety of needs.
“We tried to select four
groups of people that we felt the
student body could maybe become better aware of the needs of
these groups of people,” said STUCO moderator Lauren Dickens.
“I think that was the big, driving
force.”
Here’s a quick profile of each
of the four charities:
HopeWorks (Freshmen)
HopeWorks is a charity run
out of Camden, N.J. that aims to
give teenagers with poor living
conditions an opportunity to enhance their futures through education. According to the organization’s website, www.hopeworks.
org, its vision is accomplished by
using educational methods, espe-

cially technology training, to improve the lives of young people affected by poverty and to diminish
poverty as a whole. HopeWorks
officially commenced business in
March 2000.
Each year, SLUH sends a
group of juniors and seniors to
Camden, one of America’s most
dangerous cities, particularly
for children, to help battle poverty. By donating to HopeWorks,
SLUH adds to its effort to bring
the Jesuit ideal of social justice to
Camden, N.J.
Our Lady’s Inn (Sophomores)
Our Lady’s Inn, which operates homes in both St. Louis
and St. Charles, provides shelter
and support for single, pregnant
women. “A life-affirming alternative to abortion,” this charity saves
thousands of unborn lives and
helps reform the lives of so many
women, according to its website,
www.ourladysinn.org. Its first
home opened in 1982, and now
this pro-life organization has expanded its reach to multiple sites
throughout the St. Louis area.
SLUH is already affiliated
with Our Lady’s Inn through the
work of CSP. Through Our Lady’s

Inn, SLUH holds steadfast to a
pro-life worldview that all life deserves respect, no matter its situation or state of being.
HALO (Junior)
Founded by Betty Tisdale
in 2000 and inspired by St. Louisan and SLUH graduate Dr. Tom
Dooley, HALO aims to better
the lives of orphans around the
world, particularly in underdeveloped countries. The charity sets
itself up in Vietnam, Colombia,
Afghanistan, and Mexico and
gives sufficient healthcare and
education to children otherwise
deprived of these benefits that are
often taken for granted.
Later in the year, the student
body will gather to hear from Tisdale herself about these missions.
Tisdale will address her friend
and inspiration’s old high school.
Although Dooley passed away
long before HALO was founded,
SLUH will have a unique opportunity to build the legacy that
Dooley conceived some 50 to 60
years ago. Through HALO, the junior class has a chance to help an
internationally recognized charity
that has its roots at 4970 Oakland
Ave.

Heifer International (Senior)
Heifer International is an
international, non-profit organization that was established in
1944 and is based in Little Rock,
Arkansas. This charity uses donations to buy and send two animals, both of the same species
and one of each sex, to a family
that struggles for food, transportation, and even clothes (if the
animal can produce usable fur).
The hope is that the two animals
will reproduce and consequently
provide more resources for the
struggling family, and perhaps
eventually for an entire community. Heifer International provides
these services to 128 countries.
SLUH does not have any
significant prior affiliation with
Heifer International, but STUCO
is excited to incorporate it into
Mission Week. With its far-reaching influence across the entire
globe, this charity will serve as the
internationally-focused organization that SLUH contributes to for
Mission Week.
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ne walking by the cafeteria
this week might have notice
d the abundance of St. Louis U.
High gear covering walls and tables, and the mothers behind the
tables. When Donna Sokolowski’s
sons, Patrick, ’05, and Chistopher,
’09, were students, she was one
of those mothers. In fact, for two
years, she was the president of the
Mother’s Club. Now Sokolowski
is up on the third floor, as a new
administrative assistant for the
Advancement Department.
Normally, there are several
administrative assistants for the
Advancement Department, but
for the past six months, Connie
Leinauer has been the lone administrative assistant. Though
Sokolowski is still familiarizing
herself with SLUH’s large database, once she is familiar with it,
some of Leinauer’s workload will
be alleviated, and will allow her to
focus more on different projects.
“We’ve been really busy up
here, and it’s been nice to have
some extra help,” Leinauer said
Sokolowski earned her undergraduate degree at University
of Missouri-Kansas City and her
MBA at UMSL, and worked at
C.V. Mosby Publishing Company

photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

before quitting to raise
her kids.
Though this is her
first full-time job since
her job at C.V. Mosby,
Sokolowski stayed active through the SLUH
Mother’s Club, serving as president for two
years, and also did some
administrative work for
Loyola Academy.
So far, Sokolowski
has enjoyed her new job,
and also working with
the people on the third
floor, many of whom she
already knew prior to
her hire.
“The people here
are wonderful,” Sokolowski said. “They Administrative Assistant Donna Sokolowski.
really make you feel welcome.”
to our alums,” said Leinauer.
Sokolowski said that knowAccording to Sokolowski, the
ing and working with many of her most interesting part of her new
new colleagues through Mother’s job is seeing how all of the donaClub has been a big help.
tions SLUH gets affect the school,
“It’s a big advantage when no matter the size.
you come into any new job situa“The most interesting aspect
tion,” Sokolowski said.
of it is how all these little pieces
Leinauer also said that So- come together to further the
kolowski’s Mother’s Club experi- mission of the school,” said Soence was a big asset.
kolowski.
“She has a really good feel for
what SLUH is and what it means

“Sleep that knits up the raveled sleeve of care, the death of each day’s life,
sore labour’s bath, balm of hurt minds, great nature’s second course, chief
nourisher in life’s feast.”
William Shakespeare’s Macbeth
(2.2.34-37)

Sophomore retreat changes in the works

Edwards wins Poetry
Out Loud Competition
Fields and Colin Muehleisen. The
winner of SLUH’s competition
advances to perform at the St.
Charles Regional Competition at
the Foundry Arts Centre in February.
After a last minute change,
the competition was moved from
the theatre to the Choral Room.
“The theatre is better for preparing them for the next stage.
The Foundry Arts Center where
this competition takes place is a
big room, and the performers are
on a platform. It’s not a huge audience, but there are around 60
to 80 people. For the size of our
crowd, we fit in the chorus room
better. However, it’s better for the
performers to be in a room more
like what they are going to experience next time,” said Hussung.

Freshman Student Council
takes shape
(continued from page 1)
elected leaders seem likely
to pull the entire class of 2015 toward leadership roles in their next
few years at SLUH, especially with
freshman homeroom representative elections, which took place
this week in anticipation of the senior advisors’ departure. The en-

Godar

O

editor
Nate “SLU Billikens” Heagney

(continued from page 1)
most important thing you
can do is make the audience feel a
part of the performance, bringing
them in with eye contact.”
In the next stage in St.
Charles, Edwards will have to add
two poems to his performance,
including one longer than twenty
lines and one from the twentieth
century. He hopes to advance to
the state meet and on to the national meet in New York.
Poetry Out Loud is a nationwide competition sponsored
by the National Endowment for
the Arts and the Poetry Foundation. SLUH has been participating in Poetry Out Loud for six
years. Competing were seniors
Tom Blood, Jean-Paul Angieri,
and Will Edwards, junior Michael
Reese, and sophomores Tom

Sokolowski joins the third floor
BY Jack
STAFF

news editor
Joe “Occupy Pujols 5” Klein
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tire class stands ready to continue
a rich tradition of leadership, with
Lynas, Fentress, and Barron at the
helm.
“Between the three of them,”
Christopher Lynas predicted confidently. “I’m sure they’ll do a
great job setting up for the future.”

(continued from page 1)
built on that. It was, if anything, going sideways instead of
going forward,” said Gilmore.
“A question we’ve asked ourselves is, ‘How do each of the
retreats over all four years, even
though they aren’t mandatory for
juniors and seniors, how do they
build on each other?’, because we
know they should,” continued
Gilmore. “They ought to be connected in some way, whether that
might not be as clear and obvious connection to people on the
retreat, but to the people who are
designing them they should build,
and that wasn’t clear to us how it
was, so the process we’re in now is
looking at how we can build upon
the freshman retreat, preparing
them for White House, preparing
them for Kairos, preparing them
for Pallattine in a way that works
for sophomores.”
As Gilmore and sophomore
class moderator Frank Corley
started rewriting the retreat, they
tapped into many members of the
faculty that teach sophomores or
are exposed to sophomores on a
regular basis. Their steering committee consists of Gilmore, Corley, John Lan Tran, S.J., Carl Heumann, S.J., English teacher Rich
Moran, President David Laughlin, and English teacher Chuck
Hussung, who at one time was a
sophomore moderator.
“It’s now at the stage where
we want to create some sort of
a steering committee that says,

‘Here’s what we got so far, let’s
take it the rest of the way and finish it off,’” said Corley.
“It’s coming out of Campus
Ministry’s office, but we want to
include a lot of voices on it to help
troubleshoot,” said Gilmore.
Though the input from faculty and his own experience teaching sophomores and working on
the Kairos retreat has helped Corley frame the retreat, he has found
that designing the sophomore retreat has been challenging.
“Retreats are meant to challenge people, I think. They’re
meant to push you out of your
comfort zone, and I think what
you want to find is the balance
between where a young man is
comfortable and where you can
push him and challenge him,” said
Corley. “Freshmen are kind of,
maturity-wise, fairly homogenous
at where they are. Juniors and seniors likewise. Different places,
but most juniors and seniors are
in the same place in terms of their
maturity level, freshmen are also.
Sophomores—sophomore year
is a big transition year in a lot
of different ways, and that puts
guys in different places, and so I
think where you push them and
how comfortable they are being
pushed is difficult, to find just that
right spot for sophomores.”
A few ideas have been pushed
around for the sophomore retreat
that have not been instituted in
other retreats.
“Right now we’re looking

at the possibility of bringing in
alumni who are in local colleges
who have led retreats when they
were here in high school. We
think that that might be a real
creative solution to the leadership question, because they’re
older than the sophomores, and
yet they’re not adults, and sophomores, again with that maturation
thing, aren’t at the stage yet where
they trust the adults,” said Corley.
Corley said that they would
also like a mix of seniors in the
small groups in addition to the
recent alumni.
But through all these ideas
and changes, the aim of the sophomore retreat will stay the same.
“I think philosophically the
goal is that each of the retreats
are able to build upon each other
and to advance work done on the
previous retreat. The question
we’re working with is how that’s
brought to life,” said Gilmore.
“And of course we want the sophomores when they’re seniors to
look back, just as we would want
them to look back on any other
retreat and say, ‘Yeah, that was a
worthwhile thing. ‘”
“On one hand, it’s an individual thing: I as an individual
have to grow up. On another, the
community has to grow up, and
then of course the backdrop of all
of this is a prayerful, faith-field,
spiritual setting,” said Corley.
“I know it’s a high goal, but you
don’t hit home runs unless you
swing hard.”

FEATURE

December 9, 2011

Prep News
Volume 76, Issue 14

Living on the reservation: Grass at Red Cloud Indian School
BY Joe Klein
NEWS EDITOR

A

search for the most impoverished areas of the United
states would eventually bring you
to Shannon County, South Dakota—home of the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation. The facts of
life there are both startling and
depressing; life expectancy on
the reservation is among the lowest in the Western Hemisphere,
diabetes and heart disease are
commonplace, the county is the
second poorest in the country by
per capita income, and nearly half
of all residents on the reservation
live in poverty. Even through all
of this statistical despair, the Lakota Nation still calls Pine Ridge
their home. And for the past three
years, the reservation was home
to English teacher Anne Grass,
who taught at Red Cloud Indian
School—a Jesuit school located
on the reservation.
After earning an undergraduate degree in English at Creighton,
Grass entered the Magis Catholic
Teacher Corps—a program which
allowed her to earn a Master’s degree in Education while gaining
experience teaching in an underprivileged Catholic school. Magis
placed her at Red Cloud after she
entered the program in the fall of
2008.
“It was a way to study what
I liked in college. I could study
English and not have to take
teaching classes, but could still
become a teacher. Because teaching is best learned by teaching.
There’s no substitute for having
25 energetic, yet distracted, yet
lovable children in front of your
faces, saying ‘teach me.’ No book
can get you that,” said Grass.
Immediately after setting
foot in Red Cloud for the first
time, Grass perceived herself as
an outsider. The culture of the students—which, according to her,
was a “street culture” in a way—
and the traditions and spirituality of the Lakota were completely
foreign to her. Most significant,
however, was the profound racial
gap that existed between her and
her students. Red Cloud’s student
body is over 95 percent Native
American, a fact which they often used as a force of resistance
against her and other volunteers.
“My race alone made me an
outsider. There are already these

natural boundaries in education,
and kids want to react against
that. There’s this (idea of) ‘you’re
not one of us, what are you doing here, who are you, lady?’” said
Grass.
Grass continued, “At the
school, there were more white
faculty members than (Native
Americans). And that’s tough,
because when you’re teaching a
95 percent Native American student body, but your teachers don’t
reflect the students that you’re
teaching, what is that? There’ s
an injustice in that. You’re not
providing role models. You’re not
giving examples.”
One of the primary appeals
of obtaining a teaching education
in this environment, according to
Grass, was the idea that her education would immediately be put
into action, making a profound
impact on her students’ lives.
“I get there, and in my head,
it’s like in the movie Dangerous Minds—the kids are all loud
and crazy, and the teacher comes
in and she thinks she’s going to
change things. Eventually, by the
end of the movie, the kids are
all sitting and learning. And so
that’s what I thought it would be
like—all those movies about the
loud, crazy kids, and the teachers
that are going to save them,” said
Grass.
However, her first experience
at the school was anything but
the romanticized, idealistic vision
that she constructed. Upon walking into her classroom for the first
time, she was faced with a completely silent class that not only
refused to speak for the first three
weeks, but opted not to make eye
contact with her either. Refusing
to make eye contact with an elder,
in fact, was a Lakota tradition and
a sign of respect, something she
initially wasn’t aware of.
“I was expecting loud ruckus,
pencils in the ceiling. That silence was more disturbing than
any amount of shenanigans that
could’ve been going on. It’s power.
And when you’re a new teacher,
kids are constantly testing you,”
said Grass.
Her students’ prolonged silence may have been the most visible indicator of the cultural gap
that existed between Grass and
her students, which persisted for
quite some time as she struggled
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Anne Grass (back row, center) poses with one of her classes at the Red Cloud Indian School.

to familiarize herself with the
youth culture at the school and
the traditions persisting on the
reservation.
“Cowboy hats, boots, jeans—
all that’s there, but there’s definitely a street culture too. Those kids
were fly. Every single kid in that
school was cooler than I was,” said
Grass. “I was really trying to meet
them where they were, beyond
the material. Before showing up,
did I know who Kid Cudi was?
No. Could I name Tupac songs?
No. I even bought yellow Converse sneakers.”
Despite this “street culture”
that developed on the reservation, and despite the fact that
Red Cloud was a Catholic school,
traditional Lakotan spirituality and traditions maintained a
strong presence in the school. By
familiarizing herself with those
concepts, Grass found herself better able to relate to her students,
and allowed herself to become, in
many respects, much more than a
teacher to them.
“There’s a Lakotan word—
tiospaye—it means circle of families. And in this sense, the people
in your family—that’s sacred,
and you have a responsibility to
that tiospaye, to that group of
individuals,” said Grass. “We had
really small classes—one of my
classes last year had eight kids in
it. If you could imagine an eightkid class, those kids become your
family. You learn so much about
them and you spend so much
time (with them), and that was a
real gift, getting to know them as
people.”
photo | courtesy of Ms. Anne Grass

Grass with another one of her classes at Red Cloud Indian School.
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Grass’ interactions with her
students did not stop at the end
of the school day. Red Cloud is
an incredibly poor school, perpetually short on resources. To
fill some of that gap, Grass performed many odds and ends in
addition to teaching, filling roles
that a teacher would not have
normally filled, such as driving
the school bus daily.
But the effect Grass had on
her students transcended her role
as a teacher. Keeping in tradition
with the tiospaye ethos, Grass
nearly became a part of her students’ family—a confidante to
some, a support figure to others.
“You chaperoned dances. You
baked meals. You went to family funerals. Kids had my phone
number—they would call you in
crisis mode. I babysat the child of
one of my students. You are part
of their family, and so you share
meals with them, you go to their
(home)” said Grass.
During the three years that
Grass taught at Red Cloud, she
lived in a small community with
other volunteers. The town of
Pine Ridge, where Red Cloud is
located, was, according to Grass,
known as a very dangerous area,
where gang activity and crime
were profilic. While their circumstances were by no means luxurious—seven of the volunteers,
including Grass, lived in a trailer
on the school’s campus—they had
heat and running water, two facilities that are anything but commonplace on the reservation.
“We had a communal budget, so we bought all our food
together. Even having heat and
running water means we were
living in conditions above the
surrounding people, we were not
living in solidarity. We were living
on the school’s campus. Nobody
ever broke out our windows or
stole anything from our houses.
But a grocery store was 90 miles
away—there were adjustments,”
said Grass.
Creighton’s Magis program
lasts for two years, after which
participants are awarded a Master’s degree and are free to leave
their volunteer site. However, because of the strong bonds Grass
built with her students during her
two years, she felt it would be too
premature and abrupt to sever
those ties with them and depart
after just two years. Therefore,
Grass decided to come back for a
third year.
“I could’ve left at that point.
My obligation was fulfilled,” said
Grass. “But I built these relation-

ships, and really loved these kids.
I wanted to stay and go back for a
third year.”
Grass continued, “(With)
the volunteer program, you have
a year-by-year commitment. So
(the students) see all these goodhearted outside people coming
in, saying, ‘oh, we’re going to save
them,’ and then they’re gone in
a year. And that affects you, as a
kid.”
Typically, volunteers are
asked to move on from the school
after three years.
“The reservation is a wonderful and horrible place all in
one. They realize the effects that it
can have on someone. Before you
make a lifetime commitment and
try and teach permanently at the
reservation, the thought behind
that is to go, get some perspective.
Teach at another school. See what
that’s like. If you want, you can
come back,” said Grass.
After her third year of teaching, Grass decided to part ways
with Red Cloud to further her
teaching. She began looking for
a job in a high school where she
could continue to develop how
she teaches writing.
“I felt like I didn’t know
how to teach writing to kids that
struggled with grammar concepts
or literary analysis. So I wanted
to learn more about writing,” said
Grass.
Grass’ decision to leave Red
Cloud was a difficult one. Not
only did she leave a teaching job,
but she left a family that she had
become a part of over the past
three years.
“To the kids, it wasn’t,
‘Anne, why are you going to a
new school?’ It was ‘why are you
leaving me?’ They see that as
abandonment,” said Grass. “And
I remember, the second-to-last
day, I was a mess. I was emo, as
one would say—I was like, ‘kids,
I had an emo day yesterday,’ and
they were laughing at me. But
on the last day, I thought, I have
loved these kids with everything
that I have for three years. I was
driving the bus back, dropped
my kids off, and in a lot of ways,
I couldn’t regret that. I could not
have loved them more. And they
knew that—they really knew that
I was there for them.”
Through her search, Grass
finally landed at SLUH. Moving
from a co-ed Indian school to an
all-boys preparatory school was a
difficult adjustment, one that she
described as an ongoing culture
shock.
continued on page 8
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SLUH vs. SLUH: two Racquetball Varsity teams contend
BY Fritz Simmon
REPORTER
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LUH swept SLUH in racquetball last Thursday. You read
it right. Since this is one of the
deepest teams SLUH racquetball
has ever had, they were allowed to
have two varsity teams this year.
These two teams compete in the
same league, but this match was
the only time the two will face off
against each other this season.
The afternoon kicked off
with a stellar win from the Varsity 1 doubles team of senior Ryan
Shea and freshman Ike Simmon
over the Varsity 2 doubles team
of seniors Paul Harris and Steve
Nelson. Simmon was subbing
in for senior Luke Hagerty, who
sprained his ankle two weeks ago
in the championship game of the
Top Seed and Doubles Tournament.
Though Simmon and Shea
had never played together, no one
would have been able to tell. The
two could not have looked more
in sync. Simmon crushed nearly
every serve and Shea simply put
every other shot away. They were
as perfect as the cafeteria’s chicken wraps—Shea did all the hard
work and Simmon held the team
together. They dominated their
opponents, winning 15-1, 15-1.
Simmon said, “My lifelong
dream of playing varsity racquetball finally came true. When
I stepped out onto the court, I
really felt the pressure. I began
to perspire and was not sure if
I would be able to play my best.
Thankfully, the sweat held off and
my serves were dead on. I know
we would not have won without

Junior Sam Martel takes a short break between serves. Martel would
advance to the finals in his bracket.

Shea. He got to nearly every ball
and truly put the team on his
back.”
The doubles team was followed by relatively easy wins
from Varsity 1 juniors Lorenzo
Crim and AJ Cirillo. Cirillo beat

senior Dan Jost, 15-0, 15-2. Crim
defeated senior Jack Sellman, 155, 15-3.
A series of closer matches between good friends followed. Senior Jack Mohrmann annihilated
senior Kevin Landgraf 15-9, 15-7.

Though the score might make the
match appear close, Mohrmann
simply toyed with Landgraf by
testing out new shots and serves
the entire match.
He was followed by a 15-6,
15-8 win from senior Fritz Simmon over senior Michael Fotouhi.
Senior Rob Laurentius then went
on to destroy senior Jeremy
Compton 15-5, 15-3.
The series of friendly rivalries culminated in a full-out
battle between seniors Joe Koch
and Will Powers. This match was
Koch’s first match in three weeks
due to an ankle sprain. In addition to the rustiness, Koch played
with a brace on. Powers took no
mercy on him and played his
heart out. Powers tried to pass the
ball around the hobbling Koch,
while Koch tried to move as little
as possible. The two went back
and forth the entire match. Koch
won the first game 15-5 but lost
the second game 15-13.
As the match went into a
tiebreaker, Koch began to feel
the pressure. He tightened up his
ankle brace and prepared for one
last charge. Koch came through
and beat Powers 11-3 in the tiebreaker.
Last weekend the racquetball
team also competed in the Winter
Rollout, which is an annual tournament with six divisions divided
by seed and team. Every player on
SLUH played in the tournament
except Koch and Hagerty, who
were advised not to play in this
tournament due to their ankle injuries.
SLUH came into the tournament with lofty goals, but with a

combination of sloppy play and a
deep Parkway West team, the Jr.
Bills were not able to pull through.
This loss was SLUH’s first since
1991, back when it was called the
Pepsi Tournament.
Last year SLUH won two
of the six brackets and defeated
second place Parkway West by
290 points. This year was almost
the exact opposite. SLUH did not
win any brackets, and they lost to
Parkway West by 210 points, finishing second.
Head coach Doc Koestner
said, “The loss in the top brackets
was an anomaly, caused in part by
Luke Hagerty and Joe Koch’s absence. We are going to come back
strong though.”
Varsity 2 coach Patrick Zarrick added, “I thought our guys
competed very well. They showed
good stamina in sticking with
what was a long tournament. It
did show areas that we need to
work on. It is early in the season,
and I am confident we can keep
improving as the season continues.”
Despite the loss, Cirillo and
junior Sam Martel performed
well by making the finals in their
respective brackets.
Cirillo commented, “In the
Winter Rollout I got a preview of
how tough State is going to be, but
now I know what I have to do to
win it.”
With Koch and Hagerty
back at full form, SLUH hopes to
bounce back from this loss when
they take on Parkway West at the
end of this week.

Hockey play still torrid Rifle wins Raider Classic
BY Justin
REPORTER

T

Sinay

his past Saturday the St. Louis
U. High hockey squad got redemption for a semifinal loss in
the preseason Top-Hat Tournament to the eventual champion
Oakville, with a 7-3 win over the
Tigers. Despite having beaten
Oakville 4-1 in their opening
game of the tournament, the Bills
dropped the semifinal game in a
shootout to the Tigers, 4-3.
Junior Cole Tarlas said, “We
knew we couldn’t take them lightly because they already beat us.”
Junior Nick Walters and seniors Dan Warnecke and Trent
Lulow were so eager for revenge
that after their club team’s game in
Chicago on Saturday, they drove
directly to Affton Ice Rink for the
game, then drove all the way back
to Chicago immediately after the
game to play with their club team.
Walters said, “We didn’t get
in (to Chicago) until about 4 in
the morning. We were exhausted,
but we knew we had to get even
with Oakville.”
Walters also credited the incredible fan support as motivation saying, “It’s hard to feel tired
when you’ve got quality fans.”
Not only do Warnecke, Lulow, and Walters play on the same
club team, they are also on the
same line for SLUH. Walters and
Lulow both had two goals on the
night, and Warnecke had a goal as
their line combined for five of the
seven goals. Juniors Stephen Lordo and Michael Cella also added

goals.
The game seemed lopsided from the start as the Jr. Bills
quickly raced to a 3-0 lead heading into the first intermission.
SLUH dominated puck possession for most of the game and the
Tigers were never really able to
recover from the early three-goal
deficit as the Jr. Bills skated to the
7-3 win.
Tarlas said, “We were missing some of our top guys, but the
line changes didn’t show it. We
worked well together.”
Walters added that it was definitely one of the best games the
team has played this year.
With the win the Bills moved
into a tie with CBC atop the Metro
Catholic Conference standings.
The Bills were happy with
their win on Saturday, but tomorrow night at 7:30 at Affton
Ice Rink they take on Jesuit rival
DeSmet, who will surely be looking to redeem themselves after a
4-0 defeat at the hands of SLUH
earlier this year.
Coach Charlie Busenhart
pointed out that the Jr. Bills will
be missing many varsity regulars
as well.
Busenhart said, “This will be
another challenge. The second
and third liners need to step it
up.” He added that the team needs
to be mentally and physically prepared for the matchup.
Walters said, “We’re confident in our team, but we definitely
aren’t taking them lightly.”

BY David
REPORTER

T

Ayeke

he St. Louis U. High rifle
team started the season off
with a bang this year by winning
the Raider Classic. Hosted annually by Iroquois West High School
in Gilman, Ill., the Raider Classic
Invitational marks the beginning
of the official season.
During the match, the fourman team collectively shot 60
targets in three positions: prone,
kneeling, and standing for a possible individual score of 600, and
a possible team score of 2400.
Out of the five schools that
competed, juniors Ian Stroube,
Matthew Rudolf, and Lucas
Brooks took third, fourth, and
sixth with scores of 570, 569, and
563.
After the match Stroube, who
led in Prone with a score of 199
out of 200, said, “We have a really good team this year, and with
some more practice we can place
high in the summer nationals.”
The team ended the match
with a score of 2,213, beating

Marmion Academy by 33 points.
Coach Will Bresnahan said,
“We didn’t shoot to our full potential but we were good enough
for the win.”
Breshnahan expects major improvement in the coming
matches, and that several of the
shooters will qualify in the Summer Junior Olympics.
In addition to the team, three
freshmen—Matthew Bates, Tom
Lally, and Norman Alfaro—shot
as independents.
“It was a good experience “
said Lally “It took a while to get
here, but I was honored to come.”
This match was the first time
freshmen were allowed to compete as individuals.
“There’s a lot of promising
freshmen this year and they’re
only going to get better,” said
Breshnahan.
Breshnahan hopes that more
freshmen will be interested in the
Rifle Club, and wants to remind
all freshmen that the range is
open after school on Tuesday and
Thursday until 5 p.m.

Basketball

Nightbeat
The St. Louis U. High basketball team battled MaplewoodRichmond Heights to the finish
last night at the Webster Classic.
Struggling to find consistency until the fourth quarter,
SLUH went into the half trailing
31-28 and eventually found themselves down 46-35 about halfway
through the third quarter.
From there, however, senior
Matt Clark helped lead the Jr. Bills
to a 13-0 run, capped by sophomore Austin Sottile’s three-pointer to end the quarter.
In a back and forth fourth
quarter, senior Jack Kelley drained
his fourth three of the game with
22.8 seconds left, then two seconds later hit two free throws after being fouled in the back-court.
Clark and Sottile then hit one
free throw apiece before time expired, sealing a 59-56 victory for
SLUH.
—compiled by Brian Dugan

15 days 16 hours 10 minutes
until Christmas
as of the start of homeroom today
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Basketball redeems itself with finals win against Bayless
BY Brian
REPORTER

Dugan

R

evenge.
That was what coursed
through the veins of the St.
Louis U. High basketball team
when they took on Bayless in
the Southside Classic final. After last season’s 25-point blowout
to Bayless in the same preseason
tournament, SLUH came out with
vengeance to seize the defending
champion’s crown.
“I know the seniors were really thinking a lot about last year,
and we just wanted to absolutely
destroy them,” said senior forward Daniel Schmidt.
Destroy them SLUH did. Behind Schmidt’s team-leading 14
points and seven rebounds, SLUH
avenged last year’s poor showing
with a 68-41 thumping. SLUH’s
success stemmed from suffocating first quarter defense and a second half offensive explosion. The
Jr. Bills held Bayless to just three
first quarter points while scoring
23 points for themselves in the
second quarter.
Not only did SLUH dominate
the scoreboard, but they also controlled the game in their demeanor and sportsmanship, an aspect
that really impressed head coach
John Ross.
“I really liked that championship game,” said Ross. “I thought
we played very well. We played
a very smart game. We kept our
composure through certain situ-

ations with technical fouls and
intentional fouls. I think we did a
really good job of showing a good
name for ourselves. I was really
proud of how we did.”
The poise SLUH showed in
the Bayless game seemed to fade
away when it came time to play
CBC this past Tuesday. SLUH
came out with energy against
their cross-court rival, but lacked
precision at times. SLUH failed
time and time again to beat CBC’s
double team at half court, coughing up the ball before they could
get a possession and letting the
Cadets jump out to an early 11-3
lead.
After a SLUH timeout, the
Jr. Bills refined their game and
pulled within three points at the
end of the first quarter. That same
focused mentality continued to
drive the Bills, as they tied the
game on three separate occasions
in the second quarter behind senior Matt Clark’s consistent scoring. SLUH went into half trailing
CBC 28-25.
Upon emerging from the
locker room after halftime, the Jr.
Bills picked up right where they
left off before the break, pressuring CBC to force up ill-advised
shots and slowing the game down
so CBC’s quick defense could not
control the game flow.
With a three-pointer from
Clark, SLUH finally took its first
lead of the game, 30-28, almost 90
seconds into the second half.

This first lead change of the
game would not last for the Jr.
Bills. Immediately afterwards, the
Jr. Bills reverted back to the same
sloppy basketball that put them in
a hole early on.
Clark said, “I believe we were
up two, then they got an offensive
rebound, scored, then we came
down turned it over right away,
and they came down the court and
hit a three, then they just poured
it on after that. It was mainly defense and offense rebounding. We
didn’t rebound at all. We didn’t
box out, and we just turned it over
way too many times.”
Turnovers led to an abundance of CBC breakaways, and
despite the defense’s best efforts,
CBC quickly forced the final lead
change and ultimately went on a
30-8 run from the middle of the
third quarter to the middle of the
fourth.
“Our defense was good, but
our offense hurt our defense,” said
Ross. “We just turned it over for
way too many layups.”
SLUH also struggled with
their jump shot in the second half,
making only four of 22 such shots
in the final half. Failed execution
led to a disappointing 68-53 loss
to CBC.
On Thursday night, SLUH
opened play up in the Webster
Tournament against Maplewood,
a team that the Jr. Bills expect to
see similar pressure from what
they saw from CBC. Maplewood
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Senior forward Jack Kelley drives baseline against CBC Tuesday night.

will give SLUH a chance to bounce
back early in the schedule. The
tournament will continue over
the next two days, culminating in

a championship and third-place
game on Saturday afternoon.

Wrestling goes 6-2 in duals for week; has strong Patriot showing
Whitney breaks hand, but hopes to be back after first of year

BY Clark
REPORTER

DeWoskin

photo | Harold Wayne

T

his past weekend, the Jr. Billiken wrestling team traveled to its first tournament of
the season, The Patriot at Parkway South. Wrestling dual meets
against five schools, the team met
with a small degree of success in
the early going before wrestling to
a strong finish.
The Bills won their first dual
meet against host school Parkway
South by a small margin.
“It wasn’t very crisp,” said
head coach Jon Ott of the 34-26
win. “We wrestled sort of hesitantly.”
After losses at 106 and 113
pounds, SLUH received its first
points on a bye to sophomore 120
Sean Mulligan. After Peter Mungenast—sophomore 126-pounder
and brother of senior captain Joe
Mungenast—was pinned, Jack
Flotte pinned his Parkway South
opponent.
Back-to-back wins, both by
decision, for sophomore 138 Jim
Onder and senior captain and 145
Nick Danter gave SLUH the lead.
The two won by scores of 14-4
and 11-4, respectively, before senior captain Will Whitney and
fellow senior Evan Chipley each
lost tough decisions. Whitney lost
11-9 and Chipley fell 7-6.
A 10-3 decision by Mungenast at 170, followed by byes to
senior Sean Murphy and junior
Daniel Boyce at 182 and 220, ensured the dual would be a SLUH
victory before heavyweight Sam
Wilhelm lost by pin.
With one win under their
belt, SLUH faced off against
Jackson, a top wrestling school

A SLUH wrestler pins his opponent. SLUH defeated their hosts Parkway South by a thin margin.

in Missouri. Only Whitney and
Wilhelm came away with wins,
Whitney an 8-5 decision over the
tournament’s eventual 152-pound
champion, and Wilhelm by pin.
“Against Jackson we just
wrestled a much better team,”
said Ott. “Even though we lost I
was much happier with our performance as a team.”
Saturday morning the team
began with a dual against Francis
Howell North, and lost by a team
score of 34-30. The team earned
points by forfeit at 106, 120, and
heavyweight, with only Joe Mungenast able to score a win on the
mat, and that by pin. Whitney
also lost a close 5-4 decision.
“It’s disappointing to have

that bad start,” said Wilhelm, “but
that just shows what we need to
work on and get better at.”
The team’s early struggles
would fade though, as they finished the tournament with two
dual meet wins.
“We got off to a rough start,
but had a much better finish,”
said coach Sean O’Brien of the
early dual meets. “We’ve got to
dictate the pace and not be giving up points, we weren’t doing
enough of that early on. Guys
changed their mental approach
later, though.”
A 56-12 win over Mehlville
saw pins by Mulligan, Onder,
Boyce and Wilhelm, as well as a
tech fall, with a score of 26-11, by

Mungenast. Flotte also secured a
14-7 win on points.
In its final dual of the tournament, the team won 43-32 over
Hickman. Sophomore Brandon
Bollinger secured a pin at 113, as
did Whitney and Chipley, as well
as Wilhelm at heavyweight. Mulligan also won by a score of 13-5.
After the dual meet round,
leaders moved on to a final round
where they wrestled for first,
third, or fifth based on their seeding. SLUH had no wrestlers in the
running for first, but both Wilhelm and Mungenast wrestled for
third. Wilhelm secured his third
place spot with a win while Mungenast’s loss gave him a fourth
place finish.

“They’ve been mostly low
scoring matches, but he’s got confidence in himself to wrestle the
full match,” said O’Brien of Wilhelm.
“I went into the match with
an aggressive mentality,” said
Wilhelm of his third place match.
“The match went into overtime,
but I countered, got on top, and
won. It was nice to cap off the
weekend with a win.”
Danter and Whitney won
fifth place matches as did Mulligan. Whitney injured his thumb
in the match. It is unknown for
how long he will be unable to
wrestle. Onder lost his fifth place
match for a sixth place finish.
“The team wrestled well, for
our first tournament,” said Danter
afterwards. “We have plenty of
time to work on the things we
need to fix.”
On Tuesday night, the Bills
wrestled a tri-meet against CBC
and Kirkwood, held at CBC. The
team handily defeated Kirkwood,
with Murphy earning most valuable wrestler.
The CBC dual was tied on
points, 39-39, and ended up being
decided by the fourth tiebreaker:
first points scored, where SLUH
won by a score of 13-11.
“It was good to rebound
after the weekend,” said Flotte
of the tri-meet. “I got my confidence back for this weekend.”
Flotte, wrestling 132, secured pins
against both Kirkwood and CBC.
“(At CBC) guys came out and
went after it,” said O’Brien. “We’re
seeing better things, but as always
it’s a growing process and we gotta
just keep wrestling toward discontinued on page 8
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Underclassman sports update
JV 1-2 Racquetball
12/7		
vs. Vianney
Record: 4-0
—Thomas Riganti

W 4-1

C Wrestling

C Blue Basketball
Record: 4-0
12/8		
@ Chaminade
—Daniel Wacker

W 53-21

B Basketball

Record: 3-1
12/6		
vs. CBC		
—Matt Whalen

W 42-33

JV-D Hockey

Record: 2-4
12/4		
vs. Lindbergh
—Sam Fentress

L 7-1

C White Basketball
Record: 3-0
12/1		
vs. St. Mary’s
—Jack Witthaus

12/6		
SLUH-63 CBC-60
Record: 4-0
Chris Booker: 27 pts.
Andrew Slaughter: 16 pts
—Tim Lally

JV Hockey

for Friday, December 9
7:50 am - 8:00 am Homeroom
8:04 am - 8:49 am Period 1
8:53 am - 9:38 am Period 2
Freshmen and seniors:
9:42 am - 10:12 am Arts Presentation
10:27 am - 11:12 am Period 3
Sophomores and juniors:
9:42 am - 10:27 am Period 3
10:32 am - 11:02 am Arts Presentation
11:16 am - 12:01 pm Period 4
12:05 pm - 12:35 pm Fr/Soph Lunch
12:05 pm - 12:50 pm Period 5a
12:35 pm - 1:20 pm Period 5b
12:50 pm - 1:20 pm Jr/Sr Lunch
1:24 pm - 1:26 pm EXAMEN
1:26 pm - 2:11 pm Period 6
2:15 pm - 3:00 pm Period 7

Record: 3-2-2
12-4 vs. CBC L 7-1
12-6 vs. Kirkwood W 3-2
—Jack Robinson

W 35-23

Class 6A Missouri All-State Football
Five SLUH seniors were selected for the Class 6A All-State teams:

1st team

Stefan Sansone
Wide Receiver

Dan Tlapek
Kicker

2nd Team

Trevor McDonagh
Quarterback

Offensive Lineman

Paul Simon

Grass at Red Cloud Indian School Wrestling wins

This week in Prep News history
Tuesday, December 3, 1996
“Rallying for the Link”

A rally was held at Forest Park Community College in support of a MetroLink proposal that would connect the
Central West End MetroLink stop, run
along Oakland Ave., and either continue along Highway 40 or run along
Skinker Boulevard. Representatives
came from the Science Center, the
Humane Society, and the Zoo, which
brought along an owl and a llama. The
SLUH pep band played, and the rally
enticed other students by offering free
hot dogs and a chance to be on TV.

racism and move toward tolerance.
So I thought if I have the opportunity
to select a curriculum, I wanted to be
able to share some of the stories of my
students of the past three years, and
allow Sherman Alexie to share some
of his story to some people who might
not be familiar with Native Americans
in the United States,” said Grass.
What lies in store for her future,
and whether that future includes Red
Cloud, however, is still up in the air.
Since starting at SLUH, she has already visited the reservation once, and
plans to return over Spring Break.
Currently, she is at SLUH, gaining experience in teaching writing.
But no matter where Grass ends up,
in the near future, she has committed herself to working in the name of
improving the lives of her former students—of the family that remains on
the Pine Ridge Reservation.
“I love those kids, and I want to
support them in any way I can. And
I’m trying to figure out what that
looks like,” said Grass.

(continued from page 7)
tricts.”
Though it was a fairly successful week—the team went 6-2 in dual
meets including a win last week over
Windsor—the Bills are still looking
for more. They will wrestle this weekend at Ritenour, where they plan to
top last year’s fifth place finish in the
Ray Doney Invitational.
The Bills will also have a chance
to prove themselves at home, in
the Field House, against rival MCC
school Vianney next Tuesday, Dec. 13,
one of the wrestlers’ most important
dual meets to date.

Fine Arts Assembly
Loyola Santa Shop
STUCO Christmas Drive (through Dec. 13)
V Basketball @ Webster Tournament
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
4pm
C Wrestling @ Pattonville Quad
Lunch Special—Chicken Strips
Healthy—Baked Mostaciolli

Saturday, December 10
V Basketball @ Webster Tournament
8am
ACT
10am V Wrestling @ Ritenour Tournament
12pm Dance Rehearsal
7:45pm V Hockey vs. DeSmet @ Affton Ice Rink

Sunday, December 11
Winter Concerts
Alumni Board Mass/Brunch
12pm KEEN
9pm
JV Hockey vs. Chaminade @ Affton Ice Rink

Monday, December 12

Schedule R
Schedule R
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Snack—Chicken Giggles
4:15pm C Basketball (White) @ MICDS
4:30pm B Basketball vs. MICDS
6pm
V Basketball vs. MICDS
9:05pm V Hockey vs. Vianney @ Affton Ice Rink
Lunch Special—Bosco Pizza
Healthy—Chicken Egg Roll
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Shakespeare Competition
Rosary
Snack—Curly Fries
4pm
C Basketball (Blue) @ CBC
6pm
C/JV/V Wrestling vs. Vianney
Lunch Special—Chinese Combos
Healthy—Teriyaki Chicken Skewers

Schedule R

Wednesday, December 14

Schedule R
Senior Exams
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Freshman Tutorial
Snack—Chili Cheese Nachos
4pm
C Basketball (White) vs. Fox
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
Healthy—Skewered Turkey Meatballs

Thursday, December 15
Senior Exams
Mix-It-Up Lunch
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Papa Johns Pizza
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan

Friday, December 16

Schedule R

Schedule R

Senior Exams
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Sr. Project Missioning Ceremony
Snack—Pizza Sticks
4pm
C Basketball (Blue) @ DeSmet
5:15pm C Basketball (White) vs. DeSmet
5:30pm B Basketball @ DeSmet
7pm
V Basketball @ DeSmet
9:45pm V Hockey vs. Marquette @ Affton Ice Rink
Lunch Special—Chicken Bites
Healthy—Baked Pollock

Meyer ’07 is MLS prospect
Indiana senior and SLUH grad
Tommy Meyer, ’07, has been invited
to the 2012 Adidas Major League Soccer Player Combine.
Meyer, a captain and four-year
starter at center back, led the Hoosiers to the third round of the NCAA
tournament this year, contributing to
nine shutouts with fellow SLUH alum,
goalie Louis Sofner, ’07. Meyer also
led Indiana and was second in the Big
Ten with seven assists.
Back at SLUH, Meyer made varsity as a freshman, before leaving for
the U-17 Residency Program in Bradeton, Florida. After that year however, Meyer decided to return to St.
Louis and SLUH for his junior year.
Although Meyer passed on the Resi-

Special Schedule

Tuesday, December 13

Sam Knesel

Defensive Back

(continued from page 5)
“To anyone who’s ever been in
culture shock, in a way I don’t trust
my own feelings or thoughts about
other people because you just want
to judge, and it’s a struggle to be tolerant, because you’re going from one
extreme to the other,” said Grass. “So
(I did) the same things I had to do to
the first year on the reservation—being patient, putting in your time and
just trusting something.”
As Grass transitioned into SLUH
and began designing the curriculum
for her Alienated Hero class, she included a book by Native American author Sherman Alexie—The Absolutely
True Diary of a Part-Time Indian. By
teaching that book to her senior sections, Grass hoped to bring experiences similar to hers back to SLUH, and
share them with her students.
“One of the reasons I study and
teach literature is that I believe people
should share their story. And Sherman Alexie, as an author, what he says
about his own writing and what he
does with his own writing, he also believes that that’s how you break down

December 9, 2011

dency Program, Meyer still played for
the U-17 National team in South Korea in 2007, his senior year.
Besides his national accolades,
as a two-time Parade Magazine AllAmerican, Meyer led some of the
most talented SLUH soccer teams to
sectionals, his junior year, and to the
State final his senior year. In a day that
will live in infamy in the SLUH soccer
annals, the experienced and talented
Jr. Bill team lost 1-0 to cross-state rival
Rockhurst.
Nevertheless, Meyer has a chance
to follow the likes of Cole Grossman,
’06, Joe Germanese, ’03, and Taylor
Twellman, ’98 to the MLS.
—compiled by Ryan Dowd

calendar | compiled by Stephen Lumetta

The Saint Louis University High School
Pastoral Organization would like to invite
seniors, their parents, and all alumni to celebrate the Coming of Christ by participating
in a Call to Worship on December 24, 2011.
Please come to the 10:00 p.m. Mass in the
Chapel. No reservations are necessary.

