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George will not teach
Irish Lit second semester
BY Matt Cooley
and Mitch Mackowiak
EDITOR IN CHIEF, STAFF

E

Varisty Chorus belts holiday tunes to a captivated audience of their peers last Friday. The Concert Chorus and
Freshman Chorus also participated in multiple group songs. The choruses repeated their performance Sunday to a
full theater, expanding their song selection.

nglish teacher Bill George, the
second-longest-tenured English teacher in the department,
will step away from St. Louis U.
High after 32 years. George will
not be teaching his Irish Literature classes next semester because
of continuing fatigue.
George has been taking a
new treatment for his Hepatitis
C, a disease he contracted during surgery in 1977. However, the
treatment didn’t work effectively
and made him fatigued. George
handed his two sophomore classes off to substitute teacher Stephen
Kainz in October, leaving only his
two Irish Literature classes. However, he found that he still lacked
the energy to teach those classes.
“I’ve got about a half a day in
me, and then when I get home I

can’t do any work,” said George.
“It’s not fair to anybody; I’m half a
person, especially in terms of energy. So I’m going to take time off
and see what happens.”
Because no other English
teacher felt able to teach Irish
Literature, students scheduled to
take Irish I or Irish II classes were
transferred into sections of Literature of Initiation. English teachers
Rich Moran and Sean O’Brien,
who were already scheduled to
teach Literature of Initiation next
semester, will each take on an extra section of the class.
Assistant Principal for Academics Tom Becvar announced
the change at the senior prayer
service on Thursday, which he
dedicated to George. According
to Becvar, only a couple of students have opted to move into
other English classes instead of
continued on page 4

KEEN ad shot at SLUH,
viewed by 22.5 million

Freshman service project finishes a
smooth first semester

BY Adam Thorp
CORE STAFF

BY John Webb and
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

T

wenty-two and a half million television viewers got
a brief glimpse of St. Louis U.
High School and its students last
Saturday thanks to a contest won
by a KEEN—Kids Enjoy Exercise
Now—volunteer group that works
on St. Louis U. High’s campus.
KEEN had learned earlier
that week that it had won Toyota’s
Halftime Hand Off challenge,
which allows competing charities
focused on “us(ing) sports as a
vehicle of change,” according to a
Toyota press release, to win a cash
prize of $10,000 and place a 15
second ad during the halftime of a
Sunday night football game. Each
week the program, which plans to
give away $150,000 before it ends,
picks four finalists to compete
in attracting the most Facebook
votes.
The 15 second ad played during halftime of last Sunday’s football game between the New York
Giants and Dallas Cowboys.
“Once we were notified that
we won, the national office wanted to do the filming here in St.
Louis because KEEN St. Louis is
such a strong program and our
facility is probably one of the best
of any KEEN program” said P.E.
teacher and KEEN board member
Patrick Zarrick.

SLUH has been involved
with KEEN, a volunteer organization that provides recreational
activities for physically or mentally disabled kids, for around
seven years, since KEEN began to
use SLUH’s gym for its sessions.
SLUH’s newly constructed Field
House allowed the group to expand its services, and SLUH students and teachers have become
increasingly involved in the program as coaches during one-onone play sessions.
The recording session for the
advertisement took place Thursday, only a day after KEEN was
notified of their victory. SLUH
and KEEN had to rush to put together a crew of photographers,
KEEN participants, and volunteers. The situation was made
more challenging because Mass
had taken place earlier that same
day, so the Field House had to be
cleared of chairs and other debris.
When KEEN needed volunteers on short notice for the
screening, it turned primarily to
eight SLUH students, meaning
that some of them were shown in
the 15 second halftime add.
“I was flipping out, and I got
a few texts and calls (saying) ‘Hey,
I saw you on TV,’” said sophomore
volunteer Joseph Shaughnessy.
Shaughnessy was featured
continued on page 8
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lmost every freshman has
now participated in community service as a result of the
Freshman Service Program. In
its first semester, the program
ironed the details of the service
and hopes to focus more on promoting voluntary service in the
future.
The ultimate goal of the program is to increase the number of
students participating in voluntary community service by introducing students to service early
on in their high school career.
“I hope in three or four years
out, we see this was the beginning
of more students doing more service,” said Assistant Principal for
Mission Jim Linhares.
So far this year, six freshmen
have participated in voluntary
service, which is about the same
number as at this time last year.
According to Community
Service Program (CSP) co-coordinator Simonie Bieber, the lack
of increase in voluntary service
is in part due to CSP’s new registration system. Beginning this
year, students were supposed to
register online for CSP on SLUH’s
website. Until a few weeks ago,
however, the new online registration wasn’t set up to allow freshmen to volunteer.

“We weren’t promoting the
freshmen registering because that
wasn’t set up, but now that it is,
we’ll start promoting CSP in the
second semester,” said Bieber.
Freshman Service Program
coordinator Meg Beugg also expects that in the second semester
a link to sign up for voluntary
CSP will be emailed to freshmen
the night of their required service.
Most students have been receptive to the service so far.
“I enjoyed the time I was on
service, and it gave me a whole
new perspective of how I can get
involved in my community and
give back,” said freshman Brendan Toth.
“Now I respect the work of
volunteers more, and it gave me
a deeper meaning of what service
is in my faith life,” said freshman
Albert Reinwart.
While freshman Connor
Slattery feels the program is good,
he is disappointed that freshmen
are assigned to service in alphabetical order.
“If I were to change the Freshman Service Program, I would allow the students to be able to pick
the dates so that they can choose
with friends,” said Slattery. “It
would make the experience less
awkward, but overall, I think the
program is great.”
The program has also re-
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Bollwerk wins Shakespeare competition
Senior Jordan Bollwerk orates his way into
local Shakespeare competion. Pages 4-5

Twits or tweets
Twitter has swept the nation, from athletes
to jolly athletic directors. At SLUH, Twitter is becoming a significant part of the
social experience. Page 5
Life without Santa
The first step is acceptance. Finding meaning in a Christmas world without the jolly
man in red. Page 3

Adopt-a-Family gives gifts to 34 families
The inagural December Adopt-a-Family
gift drive paired homerooms with Southside Catholic Charities. Page 8

Sports

quired strong faculty support in
order to succeed. CSP has three
seasons to mimic the three sports
seasons. At the beginning of the
year, faculty members were asked
to pick what time of the year to
help and how often.
Biology teacher Megan
Menne, a frequent supervisor, has
found that students have been receptive to the experience.
“The first time I went, we
went to Saints Peter and Paul
where we had to make the food,
and they really enjoyed that,”
said Menne. “At the end, a couple
of them wished we could have
stayed longer.”
CSP co-coordinator Nicholas Ehlman believes the program
has many goals besides increasing
voluntary service.
“In my opinion, I think the
freshman service project has been
a success because of getting kids
into places such as a food shelter
can help them grow in their faith
lives,” said Ehlman.
Beugg has also been impressed with the response to the
service.
“Yes, it’s a requirement, but
when they show up here, they
seem ready and open for the experience,” said Beugg.
The program has not been
without challenges in its inaugucontinued on page 2

Basketball
SLUH takes fourth at the Webster Classic. Schmidt swats SLUH into overtime
against MICDS; team looks for four quaters against DeSmet. Page 7
Wrestling
Without captain Whitney, the SLUH wrestlers finish seventh at Ritenour, only one
pin away from defeating Vianney. Page 6
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Bollwerk conquers with fair Verona
BY Kieran
REPORTER
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J. Connolly

T

his week, eight of St. Louis
U. High’s Shakespeare enthusiasts strutted their stuff as
they each delivered a monologue
from a Shakespeare play. After a
Tuesday Activity Period performance featuring all competitors,
the judges selected the top three
contestants and gave them chance
for a second performance to select the winner. The three finalists were seniors Mark Kuehner
and Jordan Bollwerk, and sophomore Paul Fister. After the second
round, the judges declared Bollwerk the winner.
The competition was organized by English teacher Chuck
Hussung, who this year put together SLUH’s tenth such competition. Nationally, the contest
is organized by the United States
chapter of the English Speaking
Union, an international educational organization. Winners are
sent to New York City for the final
competition. In the past, SLUH
students have won the local competition and gone on to the finals twice, the most recent being
current senior Jean-Paul Angieri,
who did not compete this year.
Victorious thespian Bollwerk
performed a monologue from
Romeo and Juliet, acting the part
of Romeo. In his monologue, Romeo reacts to his exile and separation from Juliet, the result of his
killing Tybalt—a member of the
Capulet family, sworn enemies of
his own Montague family.
For choosing his monologue,
Bollwerk said, “I’ve been doing a
lot of college auditions for musical theater, and Carnegie Mellon
University, and they needed a
monologue from before 1900, so
I chose Shakespeare ... and when
Mr. Hussung approached me, I
said, ‘Hey, I’ve already got one I’ve
practiced.’”
Bollwerk’s speech was a particularly passionate one. “(Romeo) is really coming to terms
with the fact that he’s never going
to see Juliet again, so it’s just this
explosion of anger and sadness . .
. I just had to try to bottle up some
anger and let it out.”

Seniors serve up
Profe Bantle tourney
BY Cullin Tripp
and Thomas Riganti
REPORTER, STAFF

T

he SLUH Table Tennis Club
will host the 1st Annual Profe
Bantle Table Tennis Tourney in
the Danis Field House on Monday, December 19th.
Seniors Matt Schoelch, John
Jedlicka, and Joe Jedlicka kicked
off the Tourney on Tuesday with
signups, almost filling up their 80
person maximum. The event has
been popular in the past and has
lived up to those standards this
year, nearly closing signups on
the first day.
The tourney will run from
10 a.m to 1 p.m. and include food
and prizes for both a competitive
and recreational bracket.
“Usually Profe Bantle has
hosted a tournament on the first
Saturday of Christmas break in
the Commons with barbecue and
prizes, but because of the construction we had to move it to the

Danis Field House,” said senior
Joe Jedlicka.
“It means a lot to have this
tournament dedicated to Profe
Bantle. Ever since my freshman
year I can remember him down
in the Pool Hall giving lessons to
guys and doing what he loved. We
want to continue his tradition. If
he were here today he’d still want
us to be having the tournament
and having a good time,” said
Jedlicka.
The tournament is special for
senior Matt Schoelch, who had
Bantle as a golf coach.
“It brings back a lot of memories of how much fun we had
while he ran (the Table Tennis
Club),” said Schoelch. “We’re trying keep those alive in his name.”
Traditionally the tournament
has started around 10 a.m. and
ended at 4 p.m., but the tournament had to be shortened and
moved to Monday this year.

DeSmet proves to be a
brainful for Quiz Bowl
BY Jack Kiehl
REPORTER

Senior Jordan Bollwerk performs his monologue from Romeo and Juliet
during Tuesday’s Shakespeare Competition.

Yet emotion is not all that
competition judges look for.
Hussung said, “What judges
want to see is, does this person know what he’s saying? And
sometimes with Shakespeare,
they’ll show clear evidence they
don’t . . . Also, vocal drive, color,
all those things of the voice,” are
important.
Precision is crucial as well.
“Sometimes, you’ll get somebody
with a passionate speech, and
it’s all passion,” Hussung said.
“There’s no subtlety within the
passion, it’s just, ‘I’m angry.’”
Bollwerk tried to avoid this
pitfall, saying of his speech, “I kept
reading it and reading it, outside
in the cold, brisk air ... and going
over sections until I finally had it.”
Judging was done in the first

round by drama teacher Paul Pagano, SLUH grad and theater
enthusiast Andrew Fowler, and
aspiring arts educator Beth Anderson, a friend of Hussung’s.
The second round was judged by
Pagano, English teacher Steve
Missey, and fine arts teacher
Kathryn Whitaker.
“The judges have different
points of view,” said Pagano. “I
come at judging from an acting
perspective, while someone like
Mr. Missey brings a literary aspect to it.”
Bollwerk will have a few
more weeks to practice before he
goes on to the local competition,
where he will face the top competitors of perhaps a dozen or so
regional schools.

Freshman service program finishes semester one
(continued from page 1)
ral year. In the beginning, the assisted living facility McCormack
House didn’t have enough people
for the freshmen to help. Beugg
talked with the director of McCormack House to fix the issue.
Working out the intricacies
of preparing meals for the feeding
shelters using a rotation of eight
different menus took some time
to get used to as well.
As part of the service, freshmen reflect on the experience in
their theology classes. Theology
teachers Danielle Harrison and
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Matt Sciuto have their students
fill out a reflection shortly after
they go on their service trip. The
reflection asks questions such as,
“What insights did you gain from
this experience?” At the end of
the semester, they plan to have the
whole class reflect on service.
“I hope that the program
continues on as it has, and I hope
that we get more feedback from
the freshmen to get involved in
voluntary service as well,” said
Ehlman.
Information about freshman days of service was mailed

over the summer, but if a student
needs to change his day of service,
he can fill out a form at least a
week in advance. So far, very few
freshmen have changed their day
of service.
While each type of service
has its own values, Beugg thinks
that serving at a feeding shelter
has been a more unique experience for the freshmen.
“Many people have grandparents or great aunts and uncles that
they’ve had the chance to interact
with,” said Beugg. “I think they’ve
had fun and they see they’re mak-

M

idway through the season,
the St. Louis U. High Quiz
Bowl team is hoping to make it
through the rest of the season
successfully after a defeat at the
League Championship.
The team went into the
championship undefeated, and
stayed that way until they went up
against DeSmet, who had the No.
1 scorer, on their team.
“He’s more than a match for
me,” said junior Kieran Connolly,
who placed fourth at the championship.
The end of the winning
streak didn’t discourage the team
too much. At the JV tournament
at North County High school,
they placed second.
Sophomore Adam Thorp was
the star competitor for SLUH in
the tournament, scoring seventh
individually. Other standouts
from last weekend were sophomores Robert Hayes IV and Noah
Weber.
Before breaking for Christmas, the team has one more
tournament in Pacific, Mo., this
ing a difference by going to the assisted living facility, but it’s not the
same impact as seeing the people
living in the shelter.”
Linhares also talked about
possibly adopting a service program similar to the Freshman
Service Program for sophomore
year.
“As I look ahead, there’s been
some serious conversation of
some element like this for sophomore year. When that will roll
out, I can’t tell you for sure, but

Saturday. The team has won this
tournament for the past few years
and hopes to continue the streak.
After the break, the team will
march at a grueling pace for the
next two months.
“Virtually every Saturday in
January and February we have
a tournament,” said head coach
Frank Corley.
The team, which has been
at SLUH since 1995, also hosts a
tournament. This year’s tournament will take place on Jan. 14,
and around sixteen teams are expected to compete.
There’s a lot of competition
left in the season, especially with
DeSmet.
“DeSmet looks to be a good
team, so we have to figure out
how to beat them,” said Corley.
Ladue and Clayton also stand
as major competition, especially
when SLUH does not have their
typical strengths in the math and
science categories, but they hope
to have more success with the rest
of the season.
Corley’s hope for the next
few weeks is very simple: “Beat
DeSmet.”
we had hoped to roll both out at
once. We just came to realize that
was too much to do.”
Linhares also believes that
creating an atmosphere of service
at SLUH will take more than faculty involvement.
“When students talk to each
other and they say, ‘I had a great
time. It was cool. I got a lot out of
it’—that’s going to be more important than the adults putting
the next poster up,” said Linhares.
panorama | Ben Banet
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Letter to the Editors
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U are not who U think U are: Is “U Swagg” really yours?
To the editors:
While enjoying my first semester of college, I noticed some
new slogans being used around
my former high school, things
like “U Swagg” and “throwing
up the U.” As a SLUH graduate
and current University of Miami
student, I have to say I was very
disappointed when I first saw this,
and two questions crossed my
mind.
First, why, after 119 years of
existence, would SLUH suddenly
decide to embrace a new tagline,
one which seemingly came out of

nowhere with no background or
history to support it?
Second, why would they steal
my new school’s tagline and ideology, one that has been around for
almost forty years?
Now don’t get me wrong,
I am happy to see so much support and love being shown for my
former school, but that does not
mean it is okay to take something
that is not yours.
Although the University of
Miami was established in 1925,
the term “the U” was created in
1973 by Bill Bodenheimer and
UM’s Athletic Federation, and

things like “U Swag” came about
mainly from their 5-time national
championship football team from
the 1980s to the present. This led
the University of Miami to say
things like “the U invented swagger” and so on.
However, SLUH has no such
history, and although our football
team had a chance to take state for
the first time in recent memory,
that does not give SLUH the right
to also use these sayings and steal
the copyrighted University of Miami logo and try to make it your
own by coloring it with SLUH’s
colors (I mean really guys, seri-

ously?).
SLUH is a school that has
been around since 1818 and has
a rich history of academic, cultural, and athletic excellence,
bringing about some of the best
and brightest minds St. Louis has
to offer. There is so much to be
proud about being part of SLUH’s
tradition that I do not understand
why my former school would go
to such lengths to try to be something that it is clearly not.
As part of the SLUH family,
you should be embracing your
own school’s individuality and
tradition, not taking from anoth-

er well-established, well recognized, and tradition-filled school.
By doing this, you are taking away
from every student and faculty
member that has ever called the
University of Miami home.
I hope that you understand
my concern and realize why I see
it as a problem.
			
Michael C. Anderson
SLUH ’11
University of Miami ’15

Commentary
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Ryan Dowd’s issue
with Santa Claus
BY Ryan Dowd
SPORTS EDITOR

SLUH Students,
Virginia O’Hanlon famously
asked The Sun newspaper in 1897,
“Please tell me the truth; is there a
Santa Claus?”
And editor Francis Pharcellus Church famously responded,
“Yes, VIRGINIA, there is a Santa
Claus. He exists as certainly as
love and generosity and devotion exist, and you know that they
abound and give to your life its
highest beauty and joy.”
SLUH students, this is a little
awkward. Santa Claus does not in
fact exist.
The presents under the tree
are unfortunately from your parents. Your older brother most
likely devours the milk and cookies after you’ve gone to bed. That
list you make every December
never makes it to the North Pole.
Reindeers can’t fly. The Polar
Express is not real. Elves are in
reality tall and proficient with
bows and reside in Riverdale, not
the fictional North Pole. If you
look at the journey Santa makes
each Christmas Eve, Santa must
reach approximately 108 million
households in 24 hours (differing time zones). That means that
Santa must visit on average 1250
households per second. He must
do this while traveling 650 miles
per second. The speed of sound is

roughly 750 miles per hour. Really, Santa does not exist.
When our generation thinks
of Christmas, we think of Will
Ferrell dressed in a tight green elf
outfit singing loud for all to hear.
We think of Tim Allen (sadly).
We think of Kevin McCallister
(the kid from Home Alone) outwitting two low-life criminals,
one of them Joe Pesci (or Tommy
DeVito from Goodfellas) with
household items. We’ve gotten iPods, movies, and Xbox games for
Christmas. We hear Michael Buble and Mariah Carey, not Frank
Sinatra.
The days of dashing down
the stairs to see what the man in
red left this year are over. We can
actually sleep on Christmas Eve
now, because we know nothing we
receive or experience the next day
will likely change our actual lives.
We may end the night with a wad
of cash in our pocket, or a couple
sweaters, but life will go on. When
people ask you what you got for
Christmas, you’ll mumble and
shrug your way through your list
without much consequence. In
short, the magic of Christmas has
faded, in a way.
So how do we find meaning
in Christmas once we lose the
blissful belief that St. Nicholas
puts our presents under the tree?
How do we find meaning in a holiday that after 18 years has already
become repetitive?

This cartoon does not necessarily represent the opinion of the Prep News or St. Louis U. High.

Church had it right the whole
time: through love, generosity,
and devotion.
Now, we get to partake in
the real magic. Instead of believing in the impossible goodness
of one mythic being, Santa, we
can now believe in the good and
generosity in people, our parents,
our friends. You can say, “Thanks
Mom.” You don’t have to thank a
guy who at that point in the day
was most likely sitting back in
the North Pole drinking CocaCola. We can now have a personal
connection to Christmas that
couldn’t exist when Santa Claus
existed. Some chubby old man
with a beard didn’t give you this
present because of some list. I got
you this present, because I love

Freshman Homeroom Representatives
		Social			 Pastoral
J121		Eric Berg			John Bozesky
J123		Peter Brooks			Spencer Chipley
J124		
Kellen Cushing		
Garret Fox
J127		Joe Guyol			Rick Garner
M103		
Rollin Jackson		
Jasen Jackson
M105		
Jackson Mayfield		
Thomas Lally
M107		
John McCarthy		
Austin McCollom
M109		Steven Roth			Andrew Peterson
M113		Brian Smith			John Sperkowski
M115		Colin Voigt			Luke Twardowski

you, because I care for you.
Santa makes the Christmas
season special when you are too
young to really understand what
is going on. In the Catholic tradition, Advent is a time to stop and
assess the direction of your life.
It’s a time to slow down. Well, for
little kids, ensuring your place on
the good list and not the naughty
list represents that in a way. That
preparation for Santa’s arrival is
a crude but effective tool for preparing for the birth of Christ. It’s
the most assessing you’ll get from
a young kid.
We are not kids though, we
don’t have that crutch. We have to
resort to the time-tested method
of actual reflection. Advent calls
us to tear our eyes away from the

blinking screens of Twitter and
ESPN and think about our lives,
to think about an event as seemingly insignificant as one baby being born in the barn of some inn
in the Judean countryside in the
year 0 AD.
We find the meaning now in
gift-giving, not gift receiving. We
find meaning in the birth of one
baby boy, surrounded by family
and friends. We find meaning in
a hopeful narrative told year after
year, century after century. We’ve
grown up, and so should our image of Christmas, of baby Jesus.
We get to be Santa Claus and the
Wise Men now, to our friends,
our family, and eventually maybe even our children.We are the
magic of Christmas now.

Merry Christmas

from the Prep News
Editors:
Matt Cooley, Joe Klein, Nate Heagney,
Jack Witthaus, Ryan Dowd
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George taking time off
(continued from page 1)
accepting the automatic transfer.
The Irish Literature classes,
which George established in 1992,
were among the many innovations George has contributed to
the English department and the
school.

A Man of Many Schemes

George came to SLUH in
1979. English teacher Jim Raterman, who was department chair
at the time, said it was one of the
easiest hires he had done.
“Talking to him for a very,
very brief amount of time made
clear that this was an interesting person, a well read person, a
very thoughtful person, and as we
continued our discussion through
the interview, I was absolutely impressed,” said Raterman.
George came to SLUH from
Pennsylvania, where he had previously taught at a school which
he thought was more interested
in filling seats than in teaching
students. At SLUH, he was constantly innovating and evaluating his own teaching and recommending policies for the English
department and the school—often in colorful ways. His classroom, M210, has just about every
surface covered in Irish Literature
student projects. Murals spill out
into the hallway surrounding the
door.
“He has a habit of sifting
around for new ways to motivate,
assess, intrigue students,” said
English teacher Rich Moran. “Bill
George is a man of many schemes.
He would figure out new things,
and he would know when to let
go of them because they weren’t
working.”
“The first year I was here, one
of the first weeks of class—Mr.
George had already been here for
a year—our desks were right next
to each other and I didn’t know
him that well. And these students would come in after school,
and he would hit a button on a
little portable tape recorder, and
they would start yelling, ‘STOP!
STOP!’ And if you know Streetcar
Named Desire, it turned out he
was holding a Stanley Kowalski
sound-alike contest. It was sort
of my introduction to the fact
that, unlike the school I taught
at before, there was room for really rambunctious, loud things to
go on at the school. Mr. George,
who’s always been a fairly patient,
quiet guy himself, most of the
time was a fellow who was looking for lively things to happen in
the classroom.”
Just a few years after arriving
at SLUH, George had noticed that
senior English classrooms were
anything but lively. At the time,
SLUH offered only two English
classes for seniors: regular English
and honors English. According to
George, especially in the regular class, it was difficult to keep
seniors engaged in classes that
didn’t differ significantly from the
previous three years.
As a solution, George proposed senior English electives,
the current system in which seniors choose one English class
per semester. George helped develop the senior Satire elective,
which was offered until last year.
However, the senior elective that
would become his specialty was
Irish Literature.

During the 1991-1992 school
year, George took a year off from
teaching to take a sabbatical,
funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)
and SLUH, for independent study
in Irish Literature.
“He came back from that
experience armed and ready to
teach the class,” said Moran. “He’s
of Irish descent, but most of us in
English think that there’s just a lot
of great literature that was written in Ireland, and that was sort
of the door into Irish Lit for him.
People like James Joyce and W.B.
Yates and Frank O’Connor. So he’s
interested in that, and you can’t
get very far into that stuff without
the politics behind it being part of
what you have to know to understand the literature. And he went
deep into that.”
Soon after starting to teach
Irish Literature, George began
taking students on trips to Ireland
every year. The trip offered students opportunies to understand
the literature’s background more
deeply and to examine a culture
different from their own.
“One of the reasons we read
literature is to visit places we’ve
never been in our imagination,
not only spatially but also morally
and aesthetically,” said George.
“The idea was to look at things
that they had maybe imagined in
the abstract, to see what was there.
It’s a different way of life. There’s a
culture there that is worth looking
at for how different it is from our
own. There’s a lot to be learned
when you look at how different
people do different things, so you
can evaluate what you’re doing
and why you do it.”
Over two decades of visits,
George saw Ireland change from
a fairly poor and depressing place
to a more prosperous one, one
much more influenced by American culture. Like most of George’s
endeavours, the trip was adjusted
from year to year to add new destinations and remove less-interesting ones.
George also created another
class, a cooperative effort with
Nerinx Hall to teach a co-ed summer course entitled Literature of
Men and Women. The class was
funded by another NEH grant for
which George managed all the
paperwork and red tape. He was
instrumental in pressing for more
female representation on SLUH’s
faculty, including former principal Dr. Mary Schenkenberg.
George created a summer
reading discussion program for
faculty and created the idea for
the current all-school summer
reading program. He also began
SLUH’s use of the plagiarismchecking website turnitin.com
moderated Sisyphus for a few
years in the early 1980s.
“He just opens up—and he
does it in an even handed, poised,
gentle way—he just opens up
these possibilities,” said Raterman. “And when he proposes
them, they just seem so, ‘Well, of
course! Logical to do, what’s the
next step?’”

A Servant Leader

George served two stints as
English department chair.
“I took my turn a couple of
times,” said George. “I was not
a director chairman. I just tried
to help out as best I could. I had
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Christmas drive benefits 34 families
BY Stephen
STAFF

photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Lumetta

T

he St. Louis U. High community wrapped up its AdoptA-Family Christmas drive this
past Tuesday. The drive, which
was only held among the faculty
last year because it coincided with
Mission Week, is so far considered a success.
“The student response was
great,” said STUCO Student Body
President Bryan Mathews. “The
homeroom teachers did a great
job with helping us coordinate
and keep everything organized.”
Thirty-four families will receive gifts from the drive through
Catholic Charities. These 34 families were spread out across the 40
student homerooms and the faculty departments.
Campus Minister Co-Coordinator Simonie Bieber, who
worked with STUCO to coordinate the drive, said of the student response, “It really varied.
There were some homerooms that
(brought in) an overwhelming
amount of gifts and donations.
And then there were other homerooms that just didn’t have the
same response.”
Gifts had to be the items that
the family had specifically asked
for; students also had the option
of donating cash, which would go
to buying some of the family’s requested items.
Homerooms’ pastoral representatives had to figure out how
to get their family’s items to South
Side Catholic Charities. Gifts were
delivered Monday and Tuesday by
volunteers.
“Something that I thought
was really fantastic was senior advisors driving their freshmen to
Catholic Charities to deliver gifts
… What a fantastic way to end
your semester as senior advisors,”

said Bieber.
Bieber believes that the drive
will become an annual December event now that Mission Week
has been moved to late February.
Bieber noted that organization
and faculty involvement are factors that could be focused on in
future years.
Junior Sam Bahlinger agreed
that there is some room for improvement. “I think it could be
improved if we got our parents
a little more involved,” said Bahlinger. Most parents would be
willing to donate or want to help

out if they know more about it.”
“I hope this becomes annual.
Following with our Grad at Grad
theme of being committed to justice, I think it is our duty to help
the community,” said Mathews.
Adam Hunn, STUCO Vice
President of Pastoral Activities,
agreed. “I definitely believe this
event will continue to happen; it
is a great opportunity for students
to help out those in need and embody our motto of being a ‘Man
for Others,’” said Hunn.

some ability—because chairpeople have a lighter schedule in
terms of class load—that I could,
you know, try to help out.”
Helping out, though, might
be a bit of an understatement. As
English department chair, George
would bake cakes on each department member’s birthday. And he
managed numerous paperwork
projects and cut through red tape
for the other members of his departement.
“When Mr. George was
chairman of the department and
word came down that someone
was absent and they needed a
sub, Mr. George would not send
the duty to one of us but would
take it himself,” Moran said in an
email. “And even when he wasn’t
the chairman, if one of us forgets
the information we needed for
sending grades to 1818 or for getting unstuck from turnitin, Bill
George would make our problem
his problem—he would call the
bureaucrats and persist until the
problem was solved.”
George also offered his
knowledge and interest in literature to his department and his
students.
“His interest in literature is
contagious—his interest in ideas.
He’ll come after reading something or listening to NPR in the
mornings frequently, and begin the school day talking about
something, and his conversations
are just fascinating,” said Raterman.

“He really tried to get everyone involved, said junior Alex
Tarter, whom George taught last
year in sophomore English. “Even
if they didn’t want to share what
they had to say he would ask them
questions that were at first surface
observations, and then he would
ask more detailed questions that
would try to delve them deeper
into the story of what was going
on with those characters. He really tried to push everyone to be
as participatory as possible.”
George has struggled with
health issues during his tenure
at SLUH. He underwent a liver
transplant in 2006 which caused
him to miss a portion of the
school year and a trip to Ireland
that summer.
“He’s been a guy who’s had to
make brave decisions about how
to carry on for many years,” said
Moran. “He’s always seemed to me
to be somebody who had many
reasons to be ironic about everything. And there were times when
I thought he was pretty ironic
about many things—what I mean
by ironic is, expecting the worst
to happen. His health had trained
him to do that, I think. And yet
what I’ve seen over all these years
is somebody who, even though he
fears that the worst will happen,
takes steps to make the best thing
happen.”
George is not yet sure how
he’ll spend his time next semester,
out of the classroom.
“No idea,” said George. “I’ll

just think about it and see what
happens. I have some notions, but
they’re just notions. I haven’t put
them into words yet.”
After 32 years in the English department, the methods of
teaching have changed, constantly being tweaked and improved
endlessly as is George’s way, but
what the department has tried to
do hasn’t.
“The technology has changed,
the people have changed, but by
and large I think the mission has
pretty much remained the same.
We want people to think clearly
and read honestly, we want them
to be thorough, we want them to
be precise, and if possible we want
them to be insightful. I don’t see
that changing,” said George.
But George played a pivotal
role in building that culture himself.
“All of us, I think, feel he’s so
kind and thoughtful about us, so
willing to think more about others than he is about himself, it’s a
model of what the school would
feel human beings ought to be,”
said Moran. “And there’s no ostentation to it. There’s no show
about it. Many people don’t see
this because he doesn’t parade it,
he doesn’t philosophize about it,
he simply does it.”

adopt shanshin

Freshmen and seniors prepare to deliver their gifts to Catholic Charities to help out families in need. 40 homerooms gathered gifts for 34
families.
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Follow the leader: A look at SLUH’s Twitter usage
BY Nate
EDITOR

N

Heagney

o matter who you talk to or
where you hide, it is becoming increasingly difficult to avoid
the social media phenomenon
Twitter. The website, formed in
2006, has swept the nation and
the world; hordes of teenagers
more and more seem to be attached by the thumb to their
keyboards and smart phones. St.
Louis U. High is not an exception
to that trend, with the site becoming increasingly popular amongst
the student body. The spread of
Twitter throughout SLUH has left
an undeniable impact, one that
cannot be captured in a mere 140
characters.
According to a Prep News
survey of 237 SLUH students,
50.6 percent of the students have
a Twitter page. This number is
highest among seniors, where
80 percent maintain a profile.
These numbers appear to be
growing rapidly from just a few
years ago, when Twitter was
seen as more of a novelty. And
as more and more students join
the site, the pressure, whether
conscious or otherwise, heightens for their classmates to join.
“I think Twitter is starting to
take over. By junior year I think
every (current) freshman will
have one,” said freshman Patrick Windler. “People hear their
friends have Twitter, and then
they feel like they have to get one.”
This can be at least partially
attributed to the relative ease with
which one can start and update a
Twitter page. With current phone
technology, students don’t even
need to go on the internet to access Twitter, preferring instead
to manage it from an application
resting in their pockets. Over
70 percent of students who use
Twitter said they accessed Twitter from their phone, making the
site more manageable and mobile
than social media of the past.
“Twitter has blown up in
recent months. I know my Twitter account has gone from about
100 followers to 170 followers in
three or four months,” said senior
Jimmy Griffard. “With kids getting smartphones, it’s become far
more prevalent. Students can just
hop on their smartphone, check
their Twitter, maybe tweet, and
it’s no hassle.”
While it is indisputable that
more and more students are using Twitter, exactly how and
why those students use it is less
certain. At least one student, senior Daniel Schmidt, said that he
sees Twitter as a “creative outlet”
where students can direct their
previously internal musings to a
broader audience of followers.
“Twitter is a great creative
outlet,” said Schmidt. “It’s fun.
It’s so easy to be creative on Twitter with things like hashtags. It’s
fun to see other people take your
ideas and run with them.”
Schmidt further noted that
Twitter’s unique ability to connect
people with both friends and public figures sets the site apart. Any
Twitter user can follow a celebrity
on Twitter, by subscribing to the
celebrity’s tweets, making those
figures more accessible than ever
before.
“It’s cool to get to interact with
these people you see in your com-

munity, not just like athletes but
maybe important people in your
community,” said Schmidt. “You
have a connection with them.”
In fact, some students are
even saying Twitter may replace
Facebook as the dominant social
media network for high schoolers, a big step considering the
popularity of Facebook. Some
students prefer Twitter’s simplicity, compared to the more complicated Facebook.
“I think some kids might be
fed up with Facebook,” said sophomore Joey McGuire. “Twitter is a
lot easier, and there aren’t a lot of
ads that get in the way. Twitter is
kind of the same as Facebook but
without the clutter.”
“The more and more I use
Twitter, the less and less I use
Facebook, which scares me a little
bit because I’m a big fan of Facebook,” said Griffard.
While the popularity of Twitter among students may be growing exponentially, the site is not
without its detractors. Students
and teachers alike have mixed
opinions on Twitter, ranging from
annoyance to concern.
“It’s just pointless updates,”
said Windler. “I don’t see the
point of Twitter. I don’t really care
what people are doing unless it’s
really relevant to me.”
While Windler’s concern
seems to be the most likely reason behind the majority of the
students who do not get Twitter,
there were also a lot of students
who had the same concerns and
are now on board. Schmidt is one
of those people, formerly a critic
of Twitter who now uses it frequently.
“The idea that you get 140
characters to say what you want is
pretty silly but I have a lot of fun
with it,” said Schmidt.
Some of the concern, especially amongst faculty, is not
about the social networking value
of the site, but rather with the
danger a resource like Twitter
poses. Students have the option of
either making their tweets public
or private. If private, only those
approved as followers can see the
person’s tweets. If public, however, anyone can see the tweets. According to the Prep News survey,
45 percent of students on Twitter have public Twitter accounts,
with the rest being private.
Theology teacher Chris
Keeven is one of those faculty
members who worries about the
appropriateness of students’ Twitter profiles. Keeven, a rugby coach
for SLUH’s club team, got Twitter
in part to communicate with his
players. But since joining, he has
been alarmed by some of the content he’s seen.
“There are a lot of guys in
this building that behave according to the standards that SLUH
expects in school, and then go out
on Twitter and do the exact opposite,” said Keeven. “I know they’re
teenage boys, but at the same time
the amount of sexual references,
the amount of profanity, and the
way that some guys were talking not just to each other but on
Twitter, you’re saying it in public.
I thought we’d have a little more
discipline with that.”
Posting inappropriate material on social media sites is by no
means new; for years, students

have posted things on Facebook
and other sites that have or could
have gotten them in trouble. Twitter is merely a new outlet for that
material. However, as with any internet site, there is a concern that
students will post things they otherwise might think twice about
saying in person.
“There’s a bravado that I see
of people trying to put forward
an image of themselves that may
or may not be the real them,” said
Keeven.
It is a concern Assistant Principal Brock Kesterson is constantly dealing with. Kesterson had
one incident of students putting
inappropriate material on Twitter last year, but has had what he
calls “four or five offenses” this
year. Several years ago, Kesterson
decided it was time for him to get
a Facebook profile. He recently
made the same decision with
Twitter.
Kesterson said that, like
Facebook, he doesn’t seek out
problems with students’ posts but
he does deal with them when they
are presented to him. A gray area
remains, however, in which tweets
deserve disciplining and how exactly students should be punished
for inappropriate context.
“It’s just so new and I think
everybody’s still trying to figure
it out,” said Kestrson. “It’s been
personal things (that have drawn
punishment). ... A lot of the Facebook stuff that I’ve had to deal
with has been, to say it, rivalrytype stuff. I guess on Twitter there
isn’t that back and forth.”
One way students can get
in trouble is by tweeting during class. According to the Prep
News survey, only 25 percent of
students say they have tweeted
during class. However, there have
been incidents involving students
tweeting at inappropriate times.
Facebook is currently blocked at
school, but Kesterson said that for
now he doesn’t foresee the administration also blocking Twitter.
Currently, tweets are treated the
same way as texting.
“If we’re saying it’s okay for
kids to mess around with Angry
Birds, then we’re also saying it’s
okay for kids to tweet (during
school). So as of right now there
are no limitations on it, other
than the normal restrictions that
it should be appropriate, and you
shouldn’t be doing it during class,”
said Kesterson. “That may change.
The cell phone policy is something that we’ll look at and evaluate. If by the end of the school
year or the semester students are
wrapped up in Twitter during
school, then it’s something we’ll
have to address. The question the
becomes, how exactly do you do
that.”
Senior Terek Hawkins has
generated over 24,000 tweets
since he joined the site, a high
number for anyone. Hawkins has
gotten in trouble for tweets in the
past and says that has changed his
mindset when tweeting.
“I do worry. I’ve actually gotten in trouble before. So I try to
be conscious about how I tweet
and how I interact with Twitter. I
still say what is on my mind. I just
try and be careful about how I say
what’s on my mind. I don’t necessarily think it’s fair since we represent ourselves, but I understand,”
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How often do
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More than 5 times a day 7.5%
1-5 times a day 32.5%
Every couple of days 31.6%
said Hawkins.
Hawkins, an All-State running back who is looking to play
in college, said one of his chief
concerns is possible colleges seeing his tweets and thinking poorly
of him. That concern about colleges or employers seeing inappropriate tweets is not exclusive
to Hawkins; Kesterson preaches
the same thing.
“It makes me worried because it is this somewhat anonymous way of communicating and
I think people still don’t understand quite what it means to put
stuff out in the cyber world. I still
think that lack of understanding
can be trouble,” said Kesterson.
“Maybe there needs to be a better way for us to communicate
this message of responsible usage.
Twitter can be great, and Facebook
can be great, when used correctly.
But it can get people in trouble,
not just with me, but with colleges, with potential employers.”
Assistant Principal for Mission Jim Linhares has a special
interest in the philosophy of how
young people are using technology; his desk is lined with books
on the subject. Linhares worries
that the technology is progressing faster than we are learning to
deal with it, leading to a dangerous form of self-indulgence that
is hard to acknowledge and even
harder to correct.
“I am trying to spend a lot of
time thinking about how we can
help young men realize that the
world really has changed. They
take a lot of these things for granted as tools to use. But with all due
respect to them, I don’t think they
realize how much reflection and
careful thinking something like
this requires. I don’t think a lot of
adults do. Things have changed so
quickly that we’re only catching
up with how to be responsible,
how to be ethical,” said Linhares.
“We’re not realizing the power
and the sort of ubiquity of what
we say.”
Linhares laid out the problem as two-fold. On one hand,
students are putting material on
to the internet without thinking of the possible consequences,
Secondly, with the way technology and social media are progressing, people become more and
more wrapped up in their own
thoughts.

Weekly 12.0%
I don’t 20.8%
“The rules that are going to
end up going along with electronic communication are going
to emerge from the nature of the
communication,” said Linhares.
“The problem is that the rules
haven’t been posted yet. So first of
all, places like SLUH have to start
posting them. And then I think
for smart kids like guys at SLUH
or anyone out there who is reflective enough, you have to start
explaining to them why do they
need to be careful about what
they tweet.”
SLUH is in the very first
steps in addressing those problems: preliminary conversations
among faculty. How it addresses
the problem from there is still up
in the air. Keeven thinks students
should take responsibility.
“It really comes down to
SLUH guys holding each other
accountable,” said Keeven.
If SLUH students are supposed to be judging the appropriateness of what they say, Griffard
thinks they are doing a neglectful
job.
“I’ll have friends who will
tweet at each other about getting
‘smashed’ on the weekends,” said
Griffard. “Or some kids will talk
about more serious drugs. If they
are really thinking ‘I need to be
careful before I tweet,’ then they
aren’t doing a good job following up on that. I don’t really think
kids think about it.”
As Twitter expands amongst
the student body, SLUH will have
to take a measured approach to
how it manages the growing social network and students’ use of
it. And while that approach is at
best fuzzy now, it is certainly a
subject being actively considered.
“We’re going to have to realize that good electronic communication does not come naturally.
You’re going to have to learn.
You’re going to learn how to talk
and how not to talk, the rules,”
said Linhares. “People are unaware of those consequences and
they get caught short by them. We
need to catch up.”
When SLUH does have an
exact plan for how it wants to balance the communicative merits
of Twitter with the possible dangers, you can be assured they will
make it known to students and
faculty. Hey, maybe they’ll even
tweet about it.
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Wrestling just a pin away late vs. Vianney, drops two meets
BY Clark
REPORTER

DeWoskin

T

he St. Louis U. High wrestlers followed up a successful
weekend at the Ritenour Invitational tournament,where nine
wrestlers finished in the top six
of their respective weight classes,
with a frustrating loss to MCC rival Vianney earlier this week.
The Wrasslebills finished seventh out of 13 teams at the tourney, where they faced “tougher
competition in a good way,” said
coach Sean O’Brien.
The Bills faced difficulty early
on but showed improvement as
they battled deeper into the tournament, which was wrestled as
an individual tournament. Separate brackets were determined
for each weight class, as opposed
to the dual meet format of other
tournaments, and wrestlers were
then seeded based on their performances in pool matches.
The Bills were open at 106,
but sophomore Brandon Bollinger wrestled to a fifth place finish at 113, pinning his Westminster opponent early in the second
round of his final match. At 120
sophomore Sean Mulligan earned
a win with a 7-0 decision for a
third place finish.
SLUH’s 126-pounder, sophomore Joe Reichold, pinned his U.
City opponent in the first round,
earning fifth place for the tournament, while at 132, junior Jack
Flotte sustained a torn ligament in
his thumb that hindered his performance through the weekend.
He is expected to return in three
weeks. Sophomore 138 Jim Onder
wrestled to a sixth place finish.
The story of the tournament,
though, was senior captiain Nick
Danter, who earned the first tour-

nament victory of his U. High
career this weekend. Danter defeated a tough Jackson opponent,
to whom he had lost at the Parkway South tournament earlier this
season, En route to his victory.
“It was an extremely rewarding win,” said Danter. “Definitely
a confidence boost to get my first
tournament win.” Taking the
lead in the third period, Danter
struggled to maintain position
throughout the match.
Will Whitney did not wrestle
at 152 after breaking his thumb at
Parkway South.
“(The) cast comes off the
29th,” he said. “So I’ll miss the
Spartan (at DeSmet), but hopefully I’ll be good to go after that.”
At 160, senior Evan Chipley,
who seems to be on a roll of late,
finished in fourth place, narrowly
losing to a Jackson opponent in
his third place match. Senior Joe
Mungenast earned a fifth place
finish, pinning a wrestler from
Fox in under a minute to secure
the spot.
The Jr. Bills failed to place
at 182 and 195 before junior 220
Sam Wilhelm won an overtime
match to finish in third place.
Junior Alec Abeln wrestled at
heavyweight for the Jr. Bills, his
first taste of varsity wrestling. Despite his lack of experience, Abeln
wrestled to sixth place finish, capping off a fairly impressive weekend.
Unable to capitalize on early
success, the Jr. Bills fell 38-36 to
MCC rival Vianney on Tuesday
night.
The match began at 120,
where Mulligan wrestled to a 6-4
victory. In the 126-pound match,
Reichold nearly pinned his opponent with a half-nelson in the first
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Senior Nick Danter forces his opponent into submission, overcoming pre-match nerves to earn his first tournament
victory of the year.

period before he worked another
half early in the second period,
this time yielding a pin.
The team appeared to be off
to a good start before back to back
losses by junior 132 Nick Geiser
(filling in for the injured Flotte)
and Onder leveled the score.
Danter worked a first period
pin at 145 before freshman Clark
Conway, wrestling at 152 in place
of Whitney, was pinned in the
third period, bringing the team
score to 17-15 in favor of Vianney.
Chipley and Mungenast secured back to back pins at 160
and 172, respectively, putting
SLUH back on top. Chipley was
taken down twice in the first period before he surprised the entire
Field House with a head-and-arm
throw for a pin.
Mungenast worked consecutive textbook crossface cradles for
yet another first period pin.
“We had a great run between
Nick (Danter) and Joe (Munge-

Hockey dangles past tough Griffins
BY Justin
REPORTER

S

Sinay

o often we look at the other
Jesuit high school in St. Louis
as our top rival. However, after
the tragic death of DeSmet senior
Tom Horan, both schools came
together Saturday night to watch
their schools battle at the Affton
Ice Rink.
After a moment of silence before the game, the teams
got to work to see who could
come away with the pivotal win.
Earlier this season, the Spartans
suffered a defeat to the Jr. Bills in
crushing fashion, 4-0.
Not only did the Spartans
have a little revenge in mind, but
this game was the first hockey
game since Horan’s death and
they had a little more motivation
than usual. The game featured
many big hits and thrilling puck
movement up and down the ice.
There was no shortage of intensity.
Less than four minutes into
the game, the Bills stymied some
of DeSmet’s motivation, as senior
captain Dan Warnecke netted
a goal on an assist from senior
Trent Lulow to give the Bills a
quick lead.
But a lapse in the defense allowed a tap-in goal for DeSmet to
knot the score up at one less than

five minutes later.
Junior Tommy Croghan said,
“It definitely seemed like they
were playing with more emotion
than they usually do.”
To complicate things for the
Bills, junior Chase Berger and
Lulow and Warnecke had to leave
midgame to go to their AAA
game in Chesterfield.
Although the Bills possessed
the puck for most of the game,
they were being heavily outshot.
But thanks to the outstanding play
of senior goalie Thomas Place, the
Jr. Bills were still tied heading into
the third period.
Then junior Stephen Lordo
took over and put the puck past
DeSmet’s goalie on an assist from
junior Cole Tarlas to give the Jr.
Bills a 2-1 lead with 14 minutes
to play.
Unfortunately for SLUH, it
seemed like DeSmet was on a
mission that night. Just moments
after the DeSmet crowd let out a
“Do this for Tom” cheer, a DeSmet player unleashed a wicked
slapshot from nearly the red line,
burying it in the upper part of the
net to tie the game.
The Bills hurt themselves,
with a tripping penalty with 3:29
left, and DeSmet was rewarded a
power play. Luckily the Bills’ defense stepped up, allowing only

two shots on the power play, and
the game ended in a tie.
Said head coach Charlie
Busenhart, “The game was a disappointment due to several players being out of town.”
On Monday night SLUH
were looked to hand Vianney a
little bit of payback after losing to
the Griffins 3-2 earlier in the year.
Sophomore Stan Pawlow
said, “We went into the game
knowing that they were the only
ones who had beaten us in the
regular season.
After falling behind quickly,
the Jr. Bills dominated Vianney en
route to a 5-2 win.
Seniors Alec Lombardo and
Joey Luongo had a goal each,
Lordo added a goal, and Warnecke had two. Junior Nick Walters notched two assists. The win
makes the Jr. Bills’ record 8-1-1.
The team heads into the
weekend second place in its division, just behind CBC. They have
a game tonight at Affton at 9:30
versus Marquette, and then Monday against division-leading CBC
at 9:05 at Affton. The Bills handily
beat the Cadets earlier this year,
5-1.
When asked about the magnitude of the CBC game, Busenhart said “We would like to have a
large crowd.”

nast),” said O’Brien of the three
pins.
Four straight losses, two by
pin, between senior 180 Sean
Murphy and Abeln, again wrestling heavyweight, proved costly
for the Jr. Bills. Down 38-27, the
U. High needed two pins to win
the dual meet. Freshman Collin
Arroyo, wrestling in his first varsity match, rose at 106 with a first
period pin to bring the Jr. Bills
within five points of victory.
Bollinger would have to pin
at 113 in order for the Bills to
win the dual meet. Despite an impressive match and a 9-2 victory,
Bollinger was unable to secure a
pin, though he came dangerously
close in both the second and third
periods.
“It was close,” said Whitney
of the dual meet. “If we had just
one thing go our way, we would’ve
won. So that’s a loss we can’t be
too upset about.”
Despite the outcome O’Brien

stressed the need to focus on the
improvement the wrestlers continue to show each time they take
the mat. He also commended the
strong performances, including
that of Bollinger, who did everything he could to pick his team up
at the end of the meet.
“Even though we lost, we
wrestled tough,” said Danter. “If
we had a healthy lineup, I think
we could’ve beaten them. Losing
to Vianney is upsetting because
it’s been a team goal to win the
MCC and the loss could hurt our
chances, but we gotta get back out
on the mat and keep wrestling.”
This is exactly what the Bills
intend to do, as they host Troy,
Ritenour, and Fort Zumwalt East
on Dec. 23 in the first quad-meet
held in the Danis Field House.
They will then wrestle the always
grueling Spartan Tournament,
which begins on Dec. 28.

Underclassman Sports

C Basketball-White

Record: 4-1
12/12 L 42-36 vs. MICDS
12/14 W 51-44 vs. Fox
-Andrew Gmelich

JV Wrestling

Record: 7-2
12/1 W 48-10 Windsor
12/2-3 W 63-6 Parkway
South
12/2-3 L 20-15 Jackson
12/2-3 L 42-30 FHN
12/2-3 W 60-0 Mehlville
12/2-3 W 58-18 ColumbiaHickman
12/6 W 46-22 Kirkwood
12/6 W 47-34 CBC
12/13 W 42-36 Vianney
-Michael Mimlitz

B Basketball

Record: 5-0
12/12 W 40-27 vs. MICDS
Alex Piening scored
11 points and came up with
a few key blocks on defense
as the Jr. Bills extend their
record to 5-0.
Top Scorers: C. Booker: 16
pts, A. Piening: 11 pts
-Tim Lally

JV Hockey

Record: 3-3-2
12/11 L 3-2 @ Chaminade
-Jack Robinson

JV 1-1 Racquetball

Record: 5-0
12/15 W 5-0 vs. Parkway
Central
-Thomas Riganti

JV 1-2 Racquetball

Record: 1-4
12/8 L 5-0 vs. Parkway West
-Thomas Riganti
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Jr. Bills drop last two in Webster Classic, rebound over MICDS
BY Brian
REPORTER

Dugan

I

f the first eight games are any
indication, the St. Louis U.
High basketball team and its fans
are in for a turbulent season. Sitting at 5-3, and 2-3 since a threegame winning streak to start the
season, the Jr. Bills can’t seem to
find much consistency.
For a second straight year,
SLUH took fourth place at the
Webster Classic. Following a
dramatic 59-56 victory over Maplewood-Richmond Heights last
week to advance out of the first
round of the tournament, the Jr.
Bills suffered disappointing losses to Lee’s Summit North in the
semifinal and Belvidere North in
the third-place game.
Against Lee’s Summit North,
SLUH found themselves in trouble early, facing a 20-9 deficit after
just the first quarter. Poor shooting hurt the team’s chance for a
comeback, as they shot a meager
30 percent from the field, scoring
only 35 points from field goals.
From the free throw line,
though, the Jr. Bills sank 8 of
their 10 attempts, but that was not
enough to make the game close.
Lee’s Summit North defeated
SLUH 56-43 and sent them to the
consolation game to take on the
Belvidere North Blue Thunder.
SLUH jumped out to an early
9-4 lead behind senior Jack Kelley’s three straight three-pointers
in the first three minutes to open
up the game. But after Kelley’s last
three, the Jr. Bills failed to score
for the next three and a half minutes, and Belvidere North surged
to a 14-13 lead at the end of the
first quarter.
In the second quarter, the
game’s physicality started to
emerge, as each team seemed
willing to give up fouls, especially
SLUH. Belvidere North entered
the bonus with about 1:45 left in
the half, and benefitted from the
four one-and-ones that they drew
in the last four minutes of the half.
Most of Belvidere’s fouls
came away from the basket, and
they let SLUH put up 20 points in
the quarter, including senior Matt
Clark’s first 10 points of the game.

Belvidere North still managed to
outscore SLUH by six points in
the second quarter though, and
took a 40-33 lead into halftime.
After Belvidere North made
three of four free throws on their
first two offensive possessions
to start the half, SLUH quickly
bounced back and pulled within one point, 47-46, behind six
points from Clark.
Soon after, sophomore Austin Sottile made a layup to put
SLUH up 50-49 and gave them
their first lead since the middle
of the first quarter. However, the
Blue Thunder still managed to
fight back for a 55-52 lead at the
end of the third quarter.
SLUH’s fourth quarter struggles that surfaced in last week’s
CBC game again came to light
versus Belvidere North. Down
three points with eight minutes
to play, the Jr. Bills dashed their
own hopes by quickly getting in
foul trouble. With four and a half
minutes still to go, SLUH gave
up their seventh team foul, putting the Blue Thunder in the bonus and soon the Jr. Bills found
themselves constantly fouling
and sending a strong free throw
shooting team to the line as the
clock wound down.
Clark and Kelley carried
the team with 19 points apiece,
and senior L.J. Hernandez tallied
eight assists, but the effort was
not enough as Belvidere North
won the game 71-63, and SLUH
stumbled to a fourth place finish.
“We’ve just gotta play a legit,
entire full game,” said senior Daniel Schmidt. “We can’t start slow,
and at the same time we can’t
not finish. We have to do both of
those. And in those two games,
we were only doing one of them.”
Coach John Ross seconded
Schmidt, saying that despite fatigue, the team needs to be on the
top of its game at all times.
“The guys were worn down,
so that was probably a little part
of it,” said Ross. “But again, it’s not
an excuse because you have to be
sharp at all times, but when you
play four games in five days and
you’re not allowed to practice in
that time, it’s kind of tough.”

Not satisfied with their showing at the Webster Classic, SLUH
went back to the court two days
later to host the MICDS Rams.
SLUH’s first lead came from
a three-pointer by Hernandez, but
MICDS quickly scored six unanswered points to take a 10-5 lead.
After the Rams built up that
lead though, Clark made his way
around a screen to get open underneath the basket on an inbound pass and dropped in a layup to get the Jr. Bills going.
Clark scored four more
points as the first quarter wound
down, and Kelley swished a three
to give SLUH a 14-12 lead.
SLUH began the second
quarter with as much vigor as they
ended the first. Thirty seconds in,
junior Zach Greiner made a three,
and on the next possession he was
fouled as he drove to the basket
and made one of the two free
throws. The MICDS coach had
some words of doubt for one of
the referees after the call.
On SLUH’s very next possession though, more remarks came
from the MICDS bench, and this
time the refs called the technical
foul, giving the Jr. Bills two free
throws and then possession. Kelley made both free throws, but
SLUH quickly turned the ball
over after the in-bounds pass, and
MICDS went on a 13-3 run to end
the half with a 31-23 lead.
In a relatively laid-back third
quarter after the technical foul the
previous half, MICDS maintained
control of the game, never leading
by less than two points. Of the Jr.
Bills players, only Schmidt scored
multiple times, the first on a traditional three-point play, and the
second on a put-back from an offensive rebound.
Clark cited laziness and a
loss of motivation as the reason
for SLUH’s mid-game slump, but
maintained that the team never
lost determination.
“I think we had momentum,
then I think we just got lazy, or we
weren’t focused,” said Clark. “And
then in the fourth quarter, we realized that we needed to get back.”
With 2:19 left in the game,
Greiner hit two free throws to

Racquetball avenges Longhorn loss
BY Fritz Simmon
REPORTER
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ayback.
This is what St. Louis U.
High gave to Parkway West last
Thursday after their stunning loss
to the Longhorns in the Winter
Rollout two weeks ago.
The match got started with a
shocking loss from SLUH’s senior
doubles team of Ryan Shea and
Luke Hagerty, who was playing
for the first time in three weeks
after being out with an ankle injury. The two played well, but it
was evident that Hagerty had not
had enough time to recover for
the duo to be on their A game,
and they ended up losing 15-13,
15-7. This was SLUH’s only loss of
the day and second of the season.
They were followed by a
15-13, 15-3 win from junior A.J.
Cirillo and a 15-9, 15-13 win from
junior Lorenzo Crim. Crim was
pulled out a close victory by executing perfect passes while mixing in nice pick shots.

Senior Jack Mohrmann
played the best he has played in
some time and beat his opponent
15-10, 15-8.
Mohrmann said, “Even
though we lost to Parkway West
in the Winter Rollout, we proved
that we’re the deeper team.”
The top three seeds won as
well, securing the victory for the
Jr. Bills. Senior Fritz Simmon
won 15-9, 15-1, while senior Rob
Laurentius narrowly edged out
West’s No. 2 seed, winning 157,15-14. Laurentius made a dramatic six point run to finish the
second game.
Senior Joe Koch rolled over
Parkway’s No. 1 seed 15-6, 15-4.
Koch answered everyone’s question of whether or not he would
be able to bounce back from his
ankle injury.
After the match, head coach
Joe Koestner said, “The 6-1 margin of victory over Parkway West
bodes well for the state championship, since they seem to be one

of the stronger teams challenging
us.”
The Jr. Bills rode the victory
train right through the Kirkwood
Pioneers last Monday. The doubles team rebounded and came
together to win 15-6, 15-10. Cirillo easily won 15-4, 15-5. Crim
rolled over his opponent 15-1,
15-9. Mohrmann allowed a team
low points by wining 15-0, 15-5.
Simmon won 15-4, 15-5. Laurentius dominated by winning 15-5,
15-1. The afternoon ended on a
close but one-sided 15-5, 15-14
win from Koch.
The Jr. Bills head into the
halfway point of the season 5-0 on
team matches and 33-2 in individual matches. They are looking
as good as they ever have. SLUH
hopes to keep their good play up
when matches resume next year.
Koestner added, “The team
is on a roll, and we’re starting to
look forward to Nationals.”
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Senior guard Jeff Mayberger edges into the lane in a win over MICDS.

tie it up. A minute later, after a
SLUH timeout, Greiner made a
jump shot to tie the game again at
53-53. MICDS then held the ball
until 15 seconds remained, when
they called a timeout.
Coming out of the timeout,
MICDS was able to swing the
ball around quickly until they got
the ball at the top of the key with
most of SLUH’s players caught
going the wrong direction. As the
MICDS guard broke to his left, he
seemed to have a clear lane to the
basket for a game-winning layup.
His hopes were dashed, however,
when Schmidt reacted quickly
enough to close down the lane
and swat the attempted layup off
of the backboard and send the
game into overtime.
“I was just like, ‘Oh boy,
this does not look good,’” said
Schmidt about MICDS’ potential

game winning layup. “So I got
over there as fast as I could, and
blocked it off the backboard, and
the first thing I said was, ‘Get that
outta here!’”
The first three and a half minutes of overtime were back and
forth after SLUH struck first, but
Schmidt again came through to
swing the momentum in SLUH’s
favor. Positioned around halfcourt, away from his usual spot
near the post, Schmidt swiped
a handoff and took it back for a
layup and a three-point lead that
held with the help of five SLUH
free throws in the final 49 seconds. Led by Schmidt’s 16 points
and 11 rebounds, the Jr. Bills stole
one from the Rams, 66-59 in
overtime.
The SLUH basketball team
takes on Jesuit rival DeSmet tonight at 7:00 in DeSmet’s gym.

Football wins
Sportsmanship award
BY Sam Fentress
REPORTER

The St. Louis U. High football
program has given proof of its Jesuit values, after receiving the annual sportsmanship award from
the Interscholastic Association of
Football Officials.
The award is given to programs that exhibit good behavior
and fairness, not only with their

players, but also with their fans,
officials and coaches.
“It means that we’re doing the right things,” said head
coach Gary Kornfeld, who was
pleased that SLUH was chosen to
receive the award. “Not only did
we want to go out and try to win
a ball game, and compete to our
best and fullest, but we’re also being good sports about how we go
about it.”

Class 6A All-State Football
All-State Media Team

First Team
Stefan Sansone (Senior)
Wide Receiver
Dan Tlapek (Senior)
Kicker
Second Team

Terek Hawkins (Senior)
Running Back
Mitch Klug (Senior)
Wide Receiver
Paul Simon (Senior)
Defensive Back
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December 16, 2011

Friday, December 16

Schedule R
Senior Exams
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Sr. Project Missioning Ceremony
Snack—Pizza Sticks
4pm
C Basketball (Blue) @ DeSmet
5:15pm C Basketball (White) vs. DeSmet
5:30pm B Basketball @ DeSmet
7pm
V Basketball @ DeSmet
9:45pm V Hockey vs. Marquette @ Affton Ice Rink
Lunch Special—Chicken Bites
Healthy—Baked Pollock

Saturday, December 17
6pm

Faculty Christmas Party

Sunday, December 18
12pm KEEN
7:45pm JV Hockey vs. Vianney @ Affton Ice Rink

Monday, December 19

3
10

16

No Classes (through January 2)
3pm
C Basketball (White) @ Bishop DuBourg
4pm
C Basketball (Blue) vs. Vianney
5:30pm B Basketball @ Bishop DuBourg
7pm
V Basketball @ Bishop DuBourg
9:05pm V Hockey vs. CBC @ Affton Ice RInk

Tuesday, December 20

17

4

2pm
C Basketball (Blue) vs. CBC
3:15pm C Basketball (White) vs. CBC

Wednesday, December 21

11

No events scheduled

Thursday, December 22
V Basketball @ MICDS Holiday Tournament (through Dec. 23)
6:30pm V Hockey vs. Chaminade @ Queeny Rec Plex

Friday, December 23

18

5

10am

C/JV/V Wrestling vs. Troy/Ritenour/FZE

10pm

Christmas Eve Mass

Saturday, December 24
Sunday, December 25

No events scheduled — Merry Christmas!

Monday, December 26

6

12

19

V Basketball @ MICDS Holiday Tournament (through Dec. 30)
9:20pm V Hockey vs. Lafayette @ Hardees Ice Complex

Tuesday, December 27
8am
9am

JV Wrestling @ Mehlville Tournament
V Wrestling @ The Spartan Classic @ DeSmet

9am
12pm

V Wrestling @ The Spartan Classic @ DeSmet
Class of 2011 Reunion

9am
12pm

V Wrestling @ The Spartan Classic @ DeSmet
Class of 2011 Reunion

8pm

V Hockey vs. MICDS @ Affton Ice Rink

Wednesday, December 28

13
20

7

Thursday, December 29
Friday, December 30

Saturday, December 31
8pm

Match the beards to the names:
___Sean O’Brien, English
___Carl Heumann, Theology
___Steve Missey, English
___Charles Merriott, Spanish
___Eric LaBoube, Phyiscs
___Tom Flanagan, Math
___Dan Becvar, Math

___Jim Raterman, English
___Paul Pagano, Theater
___Kevin Moore, Spanish
___Ken McKenna, Counseling
___Chuck Hussung, English
___Mark Cummings, English
___Bill Anderson, Science

V Hockey vs. MICDS @ Affton Ice Rink

Sunday, January 1, 2012

12:15pm JV Hockey vs. Francis Howell @ Affton Ice Rink

Monday, January 2

B Basketball @ CBC Tournament
___Joe Rankin, Facilities
Tuesday, January 3
___John Mueller, Fine Arts
Classes Resume; Senior Project Begins
___George Mills, Math
AP
Rosary—Chapel
Snack—Curly Fries
___Nick Ehlman, Math
4pm
C Basketball (Blue) @ Vianney
___Bob Goeke, Accounting
5:30pm B Basketball @ Vianney
___Chip Clatto, Asst. Principal 7pm V Basketball @ Vianney
Lunch Special—Lil Charlies
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan

You think you know your St. Louis U. High Beards? Check the Prep News website at Wednesday, January 4
B Basketball @ CBC Tournament
sluh.org/prepnews/beards to see how close you got.
AP
Freshman Tutorial

KEEN ad shot at SLUH, viewed
by 22.5 million
(continued from page 1)
prominently in the ad, rebounding his
charge’s shot and giving her a triumphant high five.
“It was like a normal play session,” said Shaughnessy. “It was pretty
fun because I got to hang out with the
person I normally play with.”
Some of the students called out of
class to volunteer on the roughly two-

hour shot were interviewed in addition to their normal session.
Zarrick considered SLUH’s involvement with KEEN to be a reason
for pride.
“Programs like KEEN, this is
what make SLUH great,” said Zarrick.
“This is some of the neatest stuff we
do at SLUH.”

Schedule R

Schedule R

Snack—Pizza Sticks
3:30pm New Ignatian Educators Meeting
Lunch Special—Toasted Ravioli
Healthy—Baked Hoki Krisp Fish

Thursday, January 5

Schedule R
Junior Registration for 2012-2013 school year
Snack—Bosco Sticks
4:30pm JV Wrestling @ MICDS
5pm
C Wrestling vs. DeSmet
8:15pm V Hockey vs. Chaminade @ Queeny Rec Plex
Lunch Special—Papa Johns
Healthy—Baked Mostaciolli
Friday, January 6
Schedule R
JV/V Wrestling @ Vianney Tournament
AP
Snack—Mini Tacos
4pm
C Basketball (Blue) vs. Chaminade
5:30pm B Basketball vs. Chaminade
7pm
V Basketball vs. Chaminade
Lunch Special—Chicken Nuggets
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan
AP

