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A/C failure
Mass of the Holy Spirit held in College Church
makes some
buses, special schedule make off-campus celebration possible
classes sweat 21
by John Webb
fourth period based on the order
by Joe Klein
NEWS EDITOR

O

ne of the school's main air
conditioning units broke
down Wednesday afternoon,
leaving many classrooms without
cooling for the remainder of the
day.
The malfunctioning was first
noticed at roughly 12:30 p.m.
yesterday, in the middle of fifth
period. English teacher Frank
Kovarik was teaching his African
American Voices class in M101
when smoke began seeping out
of the air conditioning vents, accompanied by a strong smell.
“There was a very acrid
smell,” said Kovarik. “We opened
the windows, and that didn't seem
to help—the smell was getting
even stronger.”
Smoke continued to flow into
the room, when Kovarik, noticing
that it wasn't going to stop pouring in any time soon, decided to
move his class outside. Because
African American Voices is such
a small class (only 11 are enrolled
this semester), the group was able
to complete the final 20 minutes
of class seated around picnic
tables in Alumni Park. Kovarik
notified switchboard moderator
Kim Gohl, who informed Maintenance Director Rick Figge of the
problem.
According to Figge, a capacitor connected to the condensing
system in the air conditioning
exploded inside of the air conditioner. The capacitors have a small
amount of oil inside of them, and
that oil spilled on some nearby wires, which caught on fire.
Smoke from the fire flowed to the
air conditioning's blower, spreading the burning smoke throughout the school.
To fix the air conditioning,
Figge had to remove and replace
the damaged wires and install a
new capacitor.
The affected air conditioner
cools the northwest part of the
school, from M101 to M109 and
M201 to M209, as well as a portion of the chapel. All of those
classrooms had their air conditioning shut down, and a strong
burning smell filled many of these
rooms.
The shutdown came on a day
that brought record heat to the
area. According to the National
Weather Service, St. Louis experienced a record high of 103 decontinued on page 2

CORE STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High students
and faculty celebrated the
Mass of the Holy Spirit at College
Church yesterday, the first time
an all school liturgy had been
celebrated off campus in recent
memory. Ongoing construction
in the Commons led to the move.
Bishop Edward Rice celebrated
the Mass, and newly ordained
SLUH alums were also invited.
In a normal Mass schedule,
periods last 35 minutes, but in order to account for travel time between SLUH and College Church,
periods were cut to 30 minutes
each and instead of celebrating Mass at the end of the day,
Mass was held between third and
fourth periods.
“If we do Mass of the Holy
Spirit in the Commons or the
Field House, there’s travel time,
but we’re talking minutes,” said
Principal John Moran.
To stagger the number of students boarding the buses at the
same time, students were released
in five-minute intervals by class.
Seniors, released first, had only a
seven-minute third period, while
freshmen, released last, had a
22-minute third period.
After the Mass, many students missed some or all of

they were released from College
Church.
First Student provided the 21
buses for a cost of $4,400. On a
day that topped 100 degrees, students were allowed to forgo jackets, sweaters, and sweater vests,
normally a staple of formal attire.
“We’ve used (First Student)
for massive undertakings before,” said Assistant Principal for
Student Affairs Brock Kesterson,
who coordinated the transportation. “We had the hockey state
championship a few years ago,
and we had 14 buses for that.”
Before one bus left Oakland
Ave., it suffered a mechanical failure and wouldn't start. Students
on the bus were directed to other
buses, creating cramped conditions in a few buses where some
students had to sit three to a seat.
The short, 15-minute bus ride
made these conditions bearable.
Kesterson also talked with
the St. Louis Police Department
to arrange for them to supervise
traffic at the corner of Grand and
Lindell.
While there are approximately 1200 SLUH students and
faculty, College Church has only
around 900 permanent seats.
John Lan Tran, S.J., worked with
continued on page 8
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SLUH Jesuit and Alumni priests process down the aisle of the College
Church with Auxillary Bishop Edward Rice.

Corley new sophomore class moderator
by Matt Cooley
EDITOR IN CHIEF

T

he administration on Tuesday
announced that math teacher
Frank Corley will become the
new sophomore class moderator,
a position left vacant after Spanish teacher Greg Bantle’s death
over the summer. In exchange for
the new position, Corley will step
down from his current position as
chair of the math department.
After spending time grieving
for Bantle’s death and reassigning
his Spanish classes, the administration turned its attention to
filling the sophomore moderator
position which Bantle held. According to principal John Moran,
eight or nine faculty members responded to the administration’s
request with interest varying from
mild willingness to fill the vacancy
to conviction that they wanted the
job. After conversations with each
of the interested faculty members,
Corley emerged as the one to fill
the slot.
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Corley’s many connections to
the sophomore class and the opportunity to have a hand in redesigning many sophomore-related
programs interested him in the
position.
“I teach sophomores, I have a
sophomore homeroom, I’ve done
sophomore interviews, I’ve done
sophomore retreat,” said Corley.
“So the position was intriguing to
me because I knew that this year
sophomore retreat was going to
go through some revision, sophomore interviews have been going
through some revision over the
last year or so, and so it presented
the opportunity to make an impact, to make some changes, to do
some neat things.”
Corley is heavily involved
in the school already; besides
his position as math department
chair, he moderates the yearbook,
Senior Follies, and Scholar Bowl.
This level of commitment would
make it difficult for Corley to find
time to devote to the sophomore
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STUCO Q&A
Editor Nate Heagney sits down with
STUCO President Bryan Mathews and
Vice President James Griffard. Page 3

News

Hussung Sabbatical
Hussung returns from sabbatical, better
versed in theater and more enlightened to
human understanding. Page 2

moderator position.
“Once the conversation
turned towards, ‘What if we were
to make a shift in the department
chair and (Corley) kind of threw
all his cards into being the sophomore class moderator, how would
that look?’ I think that felt right to
all of us,” said Moran. “A little out
of the box thinking because it was
an out of the box problem.”
Corley described the suggestion to drop his position as
department chair as a surprise to
him. He said he would miss being
part of discussions about academics on the Instructional Council
and had enjoyed working with
teachers from all departments in
his time as chair.
However, considering the opportunities the sophomore moderator position offered, Corley
said the decision to drop one for
the other wasn’t difficult.
“It was a choice for me between working with curricucontinued on page 5

Sports

Soccerbills Dominate
SLUH soccer knocks the socks off Gibault
as they assert their national ranking and
prepare for CBC tournament. Page 6
Football, no wait for heartbreak
Offense displays production, defense
shows promise as Jr. Bills come up short
against Parkway North. Page 7
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STUCO adopts
room J128
by Jack Godar
STAFF

B

ecause of the Commons construction, the St. Louis U.
High Student Council (STUCO)
has been uprooted from its previous room and is now tucked away
in J128, in the corner of the first
floor J-wing.
STUCO moved to J128 because it is the only classroom at
SLUH that does not have a homeroom.
"It was just the only space
available," said STUCO co-moderator Lauren Dickens.
STUCO has been using J128
for homerooms and meetings
when it is available. J128 is not
always available, though, such as
yesterday, when STUCO met in
M106, Dickens' classroom. Thus,
at least for a time, STUCO has
gone from owning a "home" to
renting a "home."
STUCO co-moderator Brock
continued on page 5

New Teachers, Part 2
SLUH faculty embraces new faces with
the additions of Anne Grass, Thomas
Kickam, Danielle Harrison, Michelle Perrin, and Nhan Pham. Pages 4-5
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Hussung shouts on stage, silent on retreat during sabbatical
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E

ach year, one St. Louis U.
High teacher is allowed to
take a sabbatical to develop skills
and talents so they can return as
better teachers. Last year English
teacher Chuck Hussung took a
sabbatical to focus on the world
of theater. Hussung continued to
teach two Freshman classes part
time.
During his sabbatical, Hussung took three theater classes at
Washington University and Saint
Louis University.
The first class Hussung took
was Acting II at Washington University during the first semester.
As part of this program, he acted
in three scenes from three different plays—The Dining Room, by
A.R. Gurney, act one of Chekhov
in Yalta by John Driver and Jeffrey
Haddow, and July 7, 1994 by Donald Margulies.
“I struggled early in the semester learning my lines,” said
Hussung, “It was harder than I
expected.”
Hussung said acting in the
class expanded his understanding of character motivation. “In
my last play, I played a man who
believed he could get his doctor
to fall in love with him. It was not

going to happen—and I couldn’t
believe he could think it was going
to happen,” said Hussung, “But in
order for the scene to work my
character had to believe it was going to work. It was a breakthrough
for me in human understanding.”
In a Prep News interview last
year about his sabbatical plans,
Hussung said, “I read poems to
my students, or prose passages,
and the better I am at understanding how to use voice and body to
present text, the better I can do
that.”
Hussung also started and
moderates the Poetry Out Loud
competition at SLUH, and is
the coordinator for the school’s
Shakespeare competition. He
hopes his experience in acting
will allow him to better provide
feedback for the participants in
those competitions.
Over the second semester,
Hussung took Intro to Directing
at Saint Louis University. As part
of that class, he directed scenes
from two plays—The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams
and one from A Month in the
Country by Ivan Turgenev, translated by Brien Friel.
Hussung’s biggest challenge
in directing the plays was giving
uncompromising advice.

“If I told what I wanted and
did not get it, I tended to live with
what I got, which is not what good
directors do,” said Hussung.
Hussung also took a class in
the fourth quarter called Playscript Analysis. Of the classes
he took, he thought this most
applied to his experience in the
classroom, as it also involved
searching for meaning in written
works. He has already used some
of the materials from that class in
the new year.
“Yesterday I took notes from
a book I read for Playscript Analysis called Backwards and Forwards. They are notes for actors
and directors. We do not plan to
put on a play but these notes will
help us see it from a new angle,”
said Hussung.
Hussung even applied some
of his new knowledge to SLUH
as a dramaturge, or historical
and contextual researcher, for last
year’s Dauphin Player’s production of A Man For All Seasons by
Robert Bolt.
Whitaker highlighted some
of Hussung’s contributions to the
effort.
“Its’ a very big play, packed
with language,” said Whitaker.
“So it was marvelous to have an
English teacher on the premises.

Often, because it was such a big
play it was possible for him to go
off one on one with an actor and
do some textual analysis and help
them work through the thought
process.”
“I hope to help with plays
from time to time,” said Hussung,
on how he would apply his sabbatical experience.
Hussung continued to teach
two freshman classes part time.
During his sabbatical, Hussung experience also included a
four day silent retreat in the Jesuit
Sacred Heart retreat in Sedalia
Mo. The retreat was offered to
teachers and staff at Jesuit institutions. Hussung was one of several
SLUH staff members to attend.
“There was a daily Mass and
prayer services. They offered
a spiritual director to each retreatant,” said Hussung. But the
retreat allowed a level of freedom
in what the participants choose to
do.
“They trusted the people on
the retreat to manage themselves
and then draw upon experiences
that were useful,” said Hussung,
“I spent a lot of time reading,
praying and writing.”

Seniors serve poor of Camden, New Jersey during Urban Challenge
by Paul Fister
REPORTER

T

his summer, five St. Louis U.
High students and two faculty members took the Urban Challenge, a mission immersion trip.
Campus Minister Brian Gilmore and science teacher Kathy
Chott accompanied seniors Matt
Schoelch, Tim Eidman, David
Hack, James Griffard, and Sam
Bufe.
Urban Challenge took place
in Camden, New Jersey. Students
came from all over the country
and took part in all sorts of community service work.
It was Gilmore’s third summer participating in Urban Challenge, and he discussed the reasoning for choosing the location.
“One of the local parishes there
runs what is called the Romero
center,” Gilmore said. “It’s a home
that takes in retreat groups from

high schools and colleges, predominantly on the Eastern seaboard.
Gilmore explained why
Camden was a big place for retreat groups and mission trips.
“There are a lot of needs there, a
lot of problems,” he said. “Now a
lot of different agencies can plug
a lot of different students into
where they could give them this
kind of immersion experience
where they learn about situations
and people who are pretty much
different from what they know.”
“Everybody did something
different every day,” said Chott,
who was on the trip for the first
time. “We were chosen for a certain agency, and some of us visited
nursing homes, homeless shelters,
centers that opened up for people
with AIDS. Some groups helped
to clean up neighborhoods.”
Chott described one of the

activities they took part in. “We
were given three dollars a person
to shop for groceries for the day,”
she explained. “We had to make
decisions, and generally it was
food that wasn’t as healthy. It was
hard to buy things like fresh fruit
and milk."
Senior Matt Schoelch was
one of the five students to go on
the trip, and talked about the different sites he visited.
“The first place I visited was
a home for handicapped people.
They were all so warming and
welcoming to us as we came to
help them,” he said. “On the second day I worked at a place kind
of like a pre-school, but it was for
mainly underprivileged people.
There I met (people that) made
me really realize how blessed we
are, where we have all the games
and toys we want, while they have
nothing.”

Schoelch then described the
third site he visited, a neighborhood where they worked all day
cutting down trees and raking
leaves.
“It made me so happy to
see every neighbor helping us,”
he said. “We were just cutting
down trees and neighbors would
stick their heads out and say ‘Oh,
please let me help!’”
The members on the trip
enjoyed Urban Challange, and
found it educational.
“The trip made you look at
yourself in an uncomfortable
way,” said Schoelch. “It was really
eye-opening; it made you understand people in poverty, to look
through their perspective.”
“How could you not have fun
with a group of high school students in the summer time?” Chott
said. “I met a lot of great teachers
continued on page 8

Air conditioning
malfunction
disrupts classes

(continued from page 1)
grees Wednesday. This extreme
heat left the conditions in affected
classrooms unbearable, and a
few rooms had to be temporarily abandoned for the afternoon.
Assistant Principal for Student
Life Brock Kesterson emailed the
faculty yesterday, notifying them
about available rooms that could
be used if theirs were still uncomfortably warm.
Theology teacher Jon Ott,
who normally teaches in M107,
noticed smoke coming out of the
vents in his room as well, and decided to relocate his classes because of the smoke and the heat.
“During fifth period, it started getting smoky, and there was a
strong electrical smell,” said Ott,
who then went to Kesterson to
inquire about whether it would
be possible for his two remaining
classes of the day to switch rooms.
Ott’s sixth period class met in
the Ignatian Conference Room,
and his seventh period class convened in art teacher Joan Bugnitz's room, which was unoccupied at the time.
English teacher Tim Curdt's
classes moved out of M103 to art
teacher John Mueller's room, as
Mueller offered his room to Curdt.
“I was walking down the hallway, and saw Mr. Curdt sweating,”
said Mueller. “I said, 'Tim, go
ahead, use my room.'”
Before homeroom yesterday,
Kesterson announced that the air
conditioning was operable, and
classrooms would still be unusually warm, and in some cases still
have a foul smell, but teachers
would likely be able to teach in
their rooms without interruption.

“I Wanna Know What Love Is...”

Feast of St. Ignatius Mass
Chorus backs up Foreigner in front of 15,000 fans intended to become tradition
by Adam Cooley
eigner planned to collaborate on in a classic song.”
REPORTER

N

ot many people can say they
have sung on stage with a
famous band in front of an audience of 15,000 people. However
the St. Louis U. High varsity chorus has the privilege to make that
claim after this summer’s Foreigner concert.
The musical group Journey’s
tour featuring Foreigner and
Night Ranger as special guests
was held at Verizon Wireless Amphitheater on July 27.
SLUH’s chorus director Joe
Koestner was contacted about
Foreigner’s interest in having the
chorus perform on stage with
them to sing Foreigner’s hit song
“I Wanna Know What Love Is.”
The song reached No. 1 in the
United States when released in
1984 and is arguably the band’s
most famous song.
Originally, SLUH and For-

a charity known as the Grammy
High School Music Initiative.
Koestner said, “We thought
it was a great opportunity to do
some service work and also an
opportunity to perform in front
of about 15,000 people.”
Unfortunately, due to complications with Journey, the service aspect fell through.
Foreigner contacted several St. Louis chorus groups, but
Koestner responded first with the
optimum number of singers. The
Jr. Bills were in. Koestner then
proceeded to write a harmonic
arrangement to accompany the
band. The chorus rehearsed in the
weeks going up to the concert, although they never rehearsed with
Foreigner themselves.
Senior chorus member Tom
Blood said, “I probably will never have an opportunity like that
again, singing for an age-old band

On the night of the concert,
the chorus arrived at the Verizon
Wireless Amphitheater about 45
minutes before the concert began.
As members of the chorus entered
the theater they gathered backstage right, and Koestner waited
backstage directing the chaos and
admiring the equipment.
Koestner said, “It was an incredible array of audio equipment
back there and they had some
big sub woofers just shaking the
whole place.”
They remained backstage
as Night Ranger began to play,
watching the performance on
slightly delayed TVs.
When the time came for
Foreigner to perform, Koestner
lined the group of 16 singers up
into two single file lines backstage
left while they waited anxiously.
As Koestner signaled the chocontinued on page 8

By Joe Merrill
REPORTER

T

his summer St. Louis U. High
held its inaugural Mass for
the Feast of St. Ignatius, one of
the many new additions to the
school’s calendar this summer.
On Sunday, July 31 at 10:00 a.m.,
alumni, students, faculty members, and families gathered in the
SLUH Chapel to celebrate the
feast day of the founder of the Society of Jesus.
SLUH plans to host this Mass
annually. Theology teacher Matt
Scuito, who organized the Mass,
said, “Eventually, we’d like for it to
be a spiritual homecoming for our
community.”
Alumni, teachers, and anyone associated with the SLUH
community are encouraged to
attend the Mass in the years to
come. Because the feast day fell
on a Sunday this year, attendance

was higher than expected. Fr. Bob
Weiss, S.J. from the Jesuits of the
Missouri Province celebrated the
Mass with SLUH Jesuits Ralph
Houlihan, S.J. and Tom Cummings, S.J.
On that same feast day at
Jesuit Hall on the Saint Louis
University campus, Jesuits from
SLUH and the communities in the
area as well as novices from New
York who were traveling home
from Denver after a conference
at Regis University attended their
own Mass. Fr. Michael French,
S.J., Professor of Computer Science and Math at the university,
presided over the Mass, which
was attended by approximately 60
to 70 people.
People all over the world celebrated the annual Mass. Michael
Marchlewski, S.J., attended Mass
on the feast day at the Church of
continued on page 8
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Get your seat, SLUH football poised to create quite a show

by Jack Witthaus

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Y

ou’ve seen Rudy, Remember
the Titans, and maybe even
The Longest Yard.
But have you checked your
local listings recently? The greatest football story is coming to a
field near you.
Now playing until the end
of fall: the 2011 St. Louis U. High
football team. And I’m willing
to bet that after watching disappointing yet thrilling 38-35 defeat
at Parkway North, our boys will
provide the greatest high school
football story lines for the rest of
the fall.
Clear your schedules; you

won’t want to miss this team.
The stories are compelling.
Quarterback Trevor McDonough
is out to prove himself in his third
season after Mizzou essentially
wait-listed his recruiting process
as they looked for what they perceived as better options. Running
back TK Hawkins overcomes
his small size game after game
with incredible talent, cutting
through lines like a Ginsu knife.
Wide receivers Mitch Klug and
Stefan Sansone present a one-two
punch, like Torry Holt and Issac
Bruce did back in the day.
This year’s ball club very well
might be the reincarnation of
“The Greatest Show on Turf.”

Question and Answer:

SLUH Student Council
Prep News Editor Nate Heagney
sat down with STUCO President
Bryan Matthews and Vice President Jimmy Griffard to discuss
STUCO’s plans for the upcoming
year.

NH: When is Mission Week supposed to be?

Nate Heagney: So the first big
STUCO event of the year was
obviously the mixer, how do you
think that went?

NH: So what is next for STUCO?
What is next on the agenda as far
as what you want to get done?

Bryan Mathews: I mean it was
crazy. We regret telling people
to get there early because everyone who got there before 7 was
allowed in. Our main thing was
just keeping people safe and giving people room because as much
as people like it cramped we don’t
want people totally on top of each
other because you want people to
breathe. Overall it was a success
but there’s definitely some things
that need to be tweaked because
the Field House is so big and can
hold so many people.
James Griffard: One of the hardest things for me and Bryan and
other STUCO guys was turning
away a lot of the people. That kind
of broke our hearts to see these
big groups of girls run up really
excited and some SLUH seniors
so that was hard but once we got
in there and then we saw everyone
pretty packed we got pretty happy.
Both of us were like it’s awesome
that we could make this happen.
NH: So are there any plans to
change it all in the future?
BM: As far as we know, Mission
Week Mixer is going to be in the
Field House so as much as they
want to keep it pristine, it’s here
for the students and not just to
look good. As far as changes, I
think that 2500 is a safe limit because we were a little overcrowded, but about 2500 people if you
charge them $7 brings in about
$17,000.
JG: Faculty said that for what we
had prepared we did pretty well.
There’s just a few tweaks we have
to make for the next mixer. With
the entrance, it got crowded and
people were just throwing money
so we just need more guys stationed to make it more efficient.

BM: Mission Week is the last
week of February into the first
week of March.

BM: As far as September goes and
before Christmas break we want
to finish Mission Week planning before Mrs. Dickens goes on
maternity leave. We have Spirit
Week, we’re going to bring back
the week we play Chaminade for
football. It’s going to be Thursday
and Friday and there’ll be different events like Jr. Billy Idol. We
have Running of the Bills next
week for Webster, and we’re going
to try to put out a trailer for that.
During Spirit Week we’ll have all
school Running of the Bills.
JG: Spirit Week is one of the next
up and coming events besides
Running of the Bills, because
that’s less STUCO but we still
have to plan some STUCO stuff
for that so I guess Spirit Week is
the next big thing. Also a big issue
we have to tackle is Mrs. Dickens
going on maternity leave; that’s
going to be a little stressful for us.

The drama began last Friday against then-No. 8 Parkway
North. From a dusty hill, faithful
U. High fans watched the game go
back and forth.
The Jr. Bills found themselves
down 35-27 with minutes left in
the fourth quarter and Parkway
North had the ball. Everyone was
sick with anticipation. Even a ref
left the game with some sort of illness.
And then, after all hope
seemed lost, SLUH recovered
a fumble and, after a couple of
plays, they scored a TD.
Pandemonium.
We began running and tumbling down the hill, screaming

like a wild pack of hyenas.
And then McDonagh went
for the signature fade-away pass
and scored a two-point conversion. It was tied. Whoa.
Dirty and exhausted, voices
drained after hours of cheering,
SLUH fans strained their eyes for
the final Viking drive.
With two seconds left, the
movie, it seemed, was almost
over, as the Parkway North kicker
went for a 36-yard shot to win
the game. We scrambled to the
other end of the hill, high-fiving
and smiling. The half-naked Blue
Crew had us lined up waving our
hands to try to make the kicker
miss. He had missed all night. He

this year we’re actually planning
it now. Like last year with Mission Week, it’s just about coming prepared to things so we’re
not scrambling around at the last
minute trying to fix stuff.

cize those events and whoever is
there, to help them in leading the
cheers, so we want to be the voice
for the coaches and players, like
the pep rally, things that we can
do with money we get from mixers and things like that. Anything
we do to make it easy for guys to
get to games is our job.

NH: The day that this issue comes
out will be the day of the Ladue
game, the first home football
game and obviously there are all
sorts of sporting events and whathave-you this fall season. How
does STUCO look at school spirit
and how do you assess school
spirit and what do you want
school spirit to be like this year?
JG: I remember a couple years
back, one of the big issues was
SLUH doesn’t have enough school
spirit anymore, and I think that
judging by the first away game,
we had a good crowd there, and
whenever we led a cheer, they
wanted to cheer. I think that the
kids are ready to be spirited, because they like SLUH, and so basically our job is to take that spirit
and funnel it into things that show
what STUCO is all about and help
the kids have fun.
BM: A lot of it is determined by
how good the team is. For example, the hockey team is always
going to get a lot of guys to their
games because they’re good, soccer gets guys because they win
games, when the football team
plays well, they get guys to football games. Our job is to publi-

NH: And you look at not just
school spirit as in cheering at the
football games, but school spirit
in general, being proud to go to
SLUH. Is that what Spirit Week is
all about?
JG: A lot of the things that we will
be doing for Spirit Week is a lot of
community building stuff. I think
like Wet Billies, we’re not cheering an athlete on, we’re just all together doing some crazy stuff and
that shows that guys like to be together and they like to spend time
with each other, so when we unite
them for something fun, it makes
the spirit grow.
BW: We’re bringing back traditions that we saw as freshmen
and got us so excited as freshmen, but slowly dropped off as
we got older. We’re excited to do
that because that’s how we want to
be remembered, as the guys who
started this brigade to try to bring
people back to what SLUH was
when we were freshmen.
NH: Are you guys planning on
having STUCO forums this year?

could miss again. He could …
Ugh. He made it. Game over.
But let me be clear: the reel
does not end there.
The rest of the story has yet
to be told about the underdog
Jr. Bills. Down but not out, these
gritty young men will certainly
light up the sky tonight against
Ladue.
So this fall, grab some popcorn and bring your family and
friends. Maybe go out and tailgate
before the game in the Science
Center parking lot. Then snag a
ticket at the front gate and park
your carcass on a bleacher seat
under the lights at the Jr. Bill football stadium.

BH: We are. The biggest thing is
getting guys to those because we
want to hear everyone’s opinions,
but when you only get ten guys,
you only get that select group of
people whose opinions get heard.
We are planning on having forums this year, we just have not
set down dates for them yet.
NH: If you guys had one message
for the student body, what would
you guys want to say?
JG: I know when you’re on stage,
and you look out onto a crowd
and you see all of your buddies
out there; that makes you feel better and then you want to perform
better. Ultimately, one of the ways
SLUH can be a better place is by
being supportive of one another,
whether that means going to football games all the time, or helping
someone with math, or having
someone be there with you. That’s
how SLUH grows closer together
and higher up.
BM: I want to make the students
proud to go here. When Jimmy
and I walked into the mixer, we
looked around and looked at each
other and said how cool it was
to be a part of helping this huge
group of people get together and
do this. My one tagline would be
“Bring the pride back to SLUH.”
NH: Thanks a lot guys.
cartoon | Tom Fields

NH: How do you
want this year’s
STUCO to be different than last
year’s? What do
you want to be
the identity of this
year’s STUCO?
BM: I think a big
thing will be to follow through. Last
year’s STUCO did
a phenomenal job,
but we talked about
this this summer
when we met. Anyone can have great
ideas but it’s all
about how you follow through. Spirt
Week was something we talked
about last year,
and how would
we manage it with
Mission Week, and

This cartoon does not necessarily represent the opinions of the Prep News or of St. Louis U. High.
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by Luke Naegeli
REPORTER

D

Danielle Harrison >

anielle Harrison will join the St.
Louis U. High theology department this year. Harrison will teach
freshman theology, which covers the
topics of understanding of faith, introduction to the Old Testament, and the
life and spirituality of St. Ignatius.
Born in Haiti, Harrison moved with
her family to St. Louis when she was five
years old and attended Visitation Academy in St. Louis from first to twelfth
grade. Harrison attended Dartmouth
College for her undergraduate studies, and Saint Louis University for law
school.
Harrison is no stranger to working
with Jesuits. She landed her first job as
a staff member for the Jesuit Provincial
Office of the Missouri League Jesuits,
becoming the first woman to hold that

title in the United States. She worked
there for seven years, mainly operating
within social justice and ministry. While
there, Harrison developed the Jesuit and
lay colleague retreat, which they still do
today.
After her first job, Harrison moved
to California where she continued to
work with Jesuits. Next, Harrison moved
to Texas before settling back in St. Louis.
As well as having worked extensively with the Jesuits, Harrison is also
no stranger to teaching. For the past four
years, Harrison has taught at Incarnate
Word Academy, an all-girls high school
in North County.
“In some respects the transition to
SLUH was easy because I know the Jesuit spirituality very well,” said Harrison.
“Also, having taught at Incarnate helped a
little bit with the teaching aspect.”
Of her transition from Incarnate,

Theology

by Thomas Riganti
REPORTER

R

eplacing former Psychology teacher
Marge Schmidt, Tom Kickham is another name on the list of the new teachers
to join the St. Louis U. High community
this 2011-2012 school year.
Kickham grew up in North County,
and attended Riverview Gardens High
School. He received his Bachelor’s degree
in Social Studies and Secondary Education and his Master’s degree in Secondary
Education with a concentration on Social
Studies from Maryville University.
Before coming to SLUH, Kickham
taught at Eureka High School for 27
years. While at Eureka, Kickham taught
American History, World History, and
Economics, and for the last 15 years
taught Psychology and AP Psychology.
SLUH's administration is a different
style than what Kickham experienced
during his time at Eureka.
“They have less of a top-down approach than what I saw at Eureka High
School. Here, the administration is more
collaborative. You're a fellow professional with (them),” said Kickham.
Kickham is no stranger to SLUH's
Jesuit tradition. He has two sons, Dylan
’09 and Kevin Kickham ’10, both of

whom Schmidt taught while they attended SLUH.
In addition to his sons having been
taught by Schmidt, Kickham also knew
Schmidt from their shared time as AP
test readers.
“In June, we would go to Kansas City
and read all the essays that the kids had
written on the AP test,” said Kickham. “I
always told her that when she left SLUH,
I would be interested in the job. She let
me know when she wasn't going to be
coming back. I certainly had to interview
and a lot of other people applied and I
was just very fortunate to get the job.”
Kickham aims to get involved with
co-curricular activities at SLUH. He
hopes to help the track and cross country
programs in any way possible. Also, since
he does not have any classes during January due to Senior Project, Kickham has
offered to help Campus Ministry a great
deal then and throughout the rest of the
year.
“He's a great guy, he's always really
funny,” said senior Brendan Chura. “He's
doing a great job so far.”
“I just want to fit in within the Jesuit
mission and I would like to be able to, in
my classroom and through my teaching,
just reinforce the Jesuit goals. I am very

photo | Dauphin Yearbook

impressed by them. I sent my boys here
for those and I would like to be a good
representation of the Jesuit ideas,” said
Kickham.
Kickham has felt the Jesuit brotherhood amongst the students and teachers
throughout his first few weeks at SLUH.
“A brotherhood, I think it has been
adopted and made real by the students,”
said Kickham. “I do see a lot of love interacted between students.”
Kickham teaches four AP Psychology classes. He can be seen in the halls
between classes giving warm greetings
to all his students as they pass by his
classroom.
“He's very friendly. He keeps class
interesting and is easy to learn from,”
said senior Luke Gilsinger.
Fellow psychology teacher Tom
Wilson knows of Kickham's very experienced teaching background in history
and psychology, which makes him fully
qualified for the job.
“He knows the school real well because his boys went through here and
he will do a very good job teaching students, preparing them for the AP Psychology test,” said Wilson.

by Luke Reichold
CORE STAFF

M

ichele Perrin, founder of the St.
Louis U. High Pre-Engineering
course, has returned to SLUH to teach
the course once again this year after
Helen McCormack departed at the end
of last year.
Perrin first came to SLUH in 2004
when physics teacher Eric LaBoube
went on sabbatical, sustitute teaching his
physics class for a single semester. The
following year, Perrin returned to SLUH
to teach Algebra and Physics and then
started the current engineering course.
During that time, Perrin also served as
moderator of the Inventors’ Club.
After several years here, she left in
2008 to work at Marian Middle School,
a Catholic all-girls school in the city,
where she still teaches part-time. She explained, “I was working down there just
for a challenge. It’s easy to teach here and
Perrin in 2007, during her first stint on SLUH’s faculty. there it is much harder.”
In addition, Perrin does technology
consulting work and writes engineering
books. She has written four books, two of
which focus on middle and high school
robotics with LEGO–similar to the program followed by SLUH’s Artificial InEngineering
telligence class offered by the Computer
Science department.
Hearing about the McCormack de-

Michelle Perrin >

Harrison said, “It’s very interesting, the
difference between teaching all girls and
teaching all boys. Girls are much more
intense with their emotions than boys.”
Many of Harrison’s students are impressed with her transition as well as with
her easy-to-get-along-with personality.
When asked about Harrison, freshman Mitchell Henning said: “She makes
a lot of jokes during class. Also, she is a
bit laid back.”
“She has a pretty charismatic way
about her,” said freshman Zach Morley.
“She is very friendly and happy.”
When asked about her favorite thing
about her new job at SLUH, Harrison
said, “I like having Mass every morning.
I also like being in an office where I am
forced to collaborate with my fellow department members.”

photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

< Thomas Kickham
Psychology

parture, Perrin offered to fill the gap, realizing the difficulty of finding and hiring
someone to teach a single class period.
“There were so many people enrolled (in Pre-Engineering) this year.
Rather than making everyone sign up for
something else, I said I’d come and teach
it,” said Perrin.
Explaining that her working here is
a one-year commitment, Perrin hopes
that someone else will come forward and
teach the class on a long-term basis. The
alternative would be to absorb parts of
the engineering course into the math and
science curriculum.
The Pre-Engineering course, a survey of the major components of engineering (such as robotics and biomedical applications), covers material that
includes the latest innovations in science.
“One of the things we did the very
first week,” explained Perrin, “was a kind
of mind control exercise. We hooked
electrodes up to our eyes and blinked to
make an LED light come on.”
Perrin also builds robots as a hobby,
bringing them in each week to show to
the class. In addition to presenting a robot that walks along with her, controlled
by a squeezable hand sensor, Perrin
brought one of her other, more popular
robots. “I have a pet robot I brought in.
His name is Vern-E, and all the kids are

making fun of it because instead of WallE this is his cousin Vern-E,” Perrin said.
LaBoube added about Perrin, “It’s
nice to have her back this year. She’ll
keep those Pre-Engineering guys busy,
I’m sure.”
Before initially coming to SLUH in
2004, Perrin taught physics and calculus
at Nerinx Hall for ten years. In between
her time at Nerinx and SLUH, Perrin
taught robotics for two years at Missouri
University of Science and Technology.
Perrin has earned a Master’s degree
in civil engineering from Kansas State
University as well as an additional Master’s in electrical engineering from the
Missouri University of Science and Technology.
The one-semester Pre-Engineering
class runs only one period, five days a
week. Many of the students in the class
alternate it with the Engineering Graphics course in the art department.
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by Stephen lumetta
REPORTER

N

han Pham has replaced Steve Kuensting as a freshman Biology teacher
and AP Biology teacher.
Pham was born and raised in Vietnam and emigrated to the United States
when he was a teenager. Even though he
went to high school in Vietnam, Pham
attended high school for a few more years
at Southwest High School in Minneapolis, Minnesota before attending the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, where he
got his degree in biology with a minor in
chemistry and theology.
“I wanted to go to medical school.
I never thought about going into teaching,” said Pham when asked what most
attracted him to biology.
But Pham soon realized that one of
the first things you needed to have to
become a doctor was service. So he took
a year off to help mentally handicapped
children and realized that he had a calling to become a Jesuit. Pham was a Jesuit for two years and taught theology at
SLUH during the 2002-2003 school year.

Nhan Pham >
Theology

by Nathaniel Cummings
and Colin Voigt
REPORTERS

O

ne of St. Louis U. High School’s
newest English Department additions is Anne Grass, who is teaching both
junior and senior classes.
Grass previously taught at Red
Cloud Indian School in South Dakota,
where she taught American Literature,
Speech, and Spanish.
Grass said, “Our school was very
small; we had 200 students in our high
school.”
Red Cloud Indian School is a Jesuit
mission school, so Grass already knows
some of the history and tradition of Jesuit
schools. She admits, however, that there
will be an adjustment.
“It’s an adjustment for me, teaching
in a new culture. The school is very large,
and the students are very polite and hardworking. I appreciate the care and dedication these students show.”
She left Red Cloud after three years
teaching as a volunteer. She chose SLUH
because she wanted to see what made
SLUH effective.
“So many of the students go off to
college here; they write well, they read
well. I wanted to know how that hap-

pens.”
Grass also wished to continue to
learn about English, her main area of
teaching.
“I knew that the English Department
had the best reputation in St. Louis, so if I
wanted to learn, those were the teachers
to learn from,” Grass said.
Grass enjoys the serious learning
that is present at SLUH, but she also
hopes to get her classes excited every day
and make learning more enjoyable.
“She is very enthusiastic, and involves everyone in class,” said junior Joe
Kreienkamp.
“She has a charming enthusiasm and
a really impressive determination to do
the grunt work outside of class to prepare
all the little but important things that go
into teaching,” said English teacher Steve
Missey, one of Grass’s fellow junior English teachers.
Grass grew up in Ballwin and had
many friends who went to SLUH. Right
now, she is training for a marathon, but
she hopes to get involved with the Campus Ministry when she finds extra time.
“I hope to bring a love of students
and personal care to the students when I
teach,” said Grass.
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by Brian Seckfort
and Ryan Cailteux
REPORTERS

I

Jim Hubbman >
Theology

f new St. Louis U. High Theology
teacher Jim Hubbman puts a lot of effort into teaching, perhaps it’s because
he knows what SLUH is like. Hubbman
attended St. Louis Prepatory Seminary
North high school, an all boys school.
Hubbman said, “(SLUH) reminds me of
my high school: the friendship, the camaraderie, and the Jesuit idea of lived
faith.”
After attending Prep North,
Hubbman went to college at Maryville
University and graduated with his bachelor’s degree in 1984. After graduation he
worked as a commercial art and communications director for architects and real
estate developers; later, he worked for an
engineering and manufacturing company. Hubbman still works in communications and marketing at Aquinas Institute
of Theology.
All this, and Hubbman still ended
up at SLUH’s door last year to be a stu-

Pham eventually left the Jesuits and
taught science at Gateway High School.
“The Jesuit identity would be one (of
the reasons why I came to SLUH)…(as
well as) the academic tradition,” Pham
said.
Pham also has some rather firm beliefs about learning. “It has to be relevant
and meaningful. You have to have a big
picture approach.”
AP Biology student Matei Stefanescu
likes Pham’s teaching style: “He stresses
us doing homework a lot, which is good
for those of us who don’t do homework.”
Joe Godar, one of Pham’s freshman students, said, “Mr. Pham is a great
teacher. He knows how to teach the students.”
Pham also plans to get involved in
extracurricular activities. “I used to play
classical guitar and I lift weights.”
When asked if he felt intimidated
about stepping into the creator of Bioweb, Steve Kuensting’s position, Pham
laughed. “I do. Not so much intimidated,
more humble. I know how great of a job
he did.”
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto
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Corley becomes
sophomore class
moderator

(continued from page 1)
lum and working with the academics or
working with the students and working
with formation of students,” said Corley.
“And for me, it was a no-brainer to go on
the student side. I love teachers and I love
academics, but to get to work directly
with students is the exciting part for me.”
Corley looks forward to working
with sophomores, especially the sophomore STUCO representative and liturgy
team, to plan events for the class. He
hasn’t had time to work out many specific plans, but imagines being part of revamping several programs. Corley hopes
to revive the sophomore day of service,
a tradition which hasn’t occurred in a
few years. He also believes that ensuring
every sophomore has a sophomore interview is essential.
“That transition from the first two
years at SLUH to the last two years at
SLUH, of going around the bend toward
the finish line, is such a potent moment
in your growth that letting it slip by—we
just can’t afford to do that,” he said.
Corley also hopes to have a hand
in redesigning the sophomore retreat.
While the decision has been made to
move the retreat to the spring, instead of
in the fall as in the past, Corley and campus ministry department member Brian
Gilmore will work together to research
and develop a significantly different program.
Moran said the administration
would go through its established process
for finding a new math department chair,
which involves meeting with each member of the department to determine the
department’s needs and solicit nominations.
So far, Moran has had just one conversation with one person, but he plans
to have a new chair selected within a
month. While the search progresses,
Corley will continue to handle the duties
of the department chair.

STUCO adopts
room J128

< Anne Grass
English

dent-teacher for theology teacher Ralph
Houliahan, S.J.
Outside the classroom, Hubbman
has other interesting abilities. Hubbman
enjoys drawing and art work; however he
didn’t discover his love for theology until
he needed inspiration for painting.
Hubbman also is skilled in Japanese
martial arts, and even taught Jujitsu and
Japanese swordsmanship for a number of
years at a dojo in Missouri.
Hubbman hopes to put these and
other talents to work at SLUH by possibly joining Campus Ministry and helping
out with art in any way possible.
Hubbman is a great teacher, but the
people that can tell you that best are his
students, like sophomore Peter Charles,
who said, “Mr. Hubbman is a great teacher who makes a lot of great points in class
I do not think of. I am looking forward to
a fun year with Mr. Hubbman.”

(continued from page 1)
Kesterson said that he does not know
when STUCO will get its own room, but
it is unlikely that STUCO will get a room
this year. However, they are looking at
options for a new, permanent STUCO
room down the road.
"Hopefully something will open up,"
said Kesterson. "We're pretty jam-packed
as spaces go right now."
STUCO members have found that
while J128 does not have as much personality as the old STUCO room, it has
increased their efficiency and effectiveness since it is not their room, which
means that they must keep it clean.
"I feel like we get a lot more done
with the regular classroom style seating,"
Junior Class President Joe Merrill said.
The only complaints with J128 so far
are the lack of couches in the room, and
the room temperature.
"It's not as comfortable," Dickens
said.
"It's a little chilly," Merrill said.
Despite the cold, STUCO will button up their matching cardigans and get
to work making this another great year at
SLUH.
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Nationally-ranked SLUH soccer kicks off to an explosive start
by James Boeckmann
REPORTER

T

he post-game handshakes
can get a little awkward when
the game is ended via mercy
rule with over ten minutes left to
play. Thankfully the Jr. Bills were
the culprits in the mercy ruling
against victim Gibault Monday
night.
Last week, coach Charlie
Martel said the team would play
fast and attack quickly. The Jr. Bills
couldn’t have attacked a whole lot
faster to start the season, scoring
their first goal just 52 seconds into
the game. Senior Ryan Merrifield
sent senior Mason Suess through
the teeth of Gibault’s defense, and
Suess served a great ball into the
box. Captain Paul Buehler clinically headed it off the side post for
an exciting first goal of the season.
Within the next two minutes,
senior Tommy Behr officially
opened the floodgates with a
header goal of his own off a Merrifield cross, and the game was es-

sentially a cruise from there.
After the game, fan favorite
senior Joey “Ferber-Baby” Ferber
had this to say about his pregame
expectations: “I knew we had a really good opportunity to pick up a
‘W,’ but I can’t say I expected us to
Mr. Kickham in the butt the way
we did.”
SLUH would score thrice
more in the first half. Senior Joe
Jedlicka benefited from some
shaky goaltending after getting up
into the play well from the back.
Then Suess put heavy pressure
on the Gibault defense, earning
him a breakaway chance he easily
converted. Ferber scored the last
goal of the half after sticking with
a loose ball in the box, tapping it
in to make the score 5-0.
Goalkeeper Guillame Delabar finally touched the ball late
in the first half, off a pass back by
Ferber. The defense was never really tested, since SLUH dominated
possession and their midfield, anchored by Logan Welge, held the
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ball in Gibault’s
end much of the
game.
The second
half brought more
of the same. After
Buehler buried a
shot from just inside the box into
the side netting,
it was the bench’s
turn to produce.
Senior substitute
Joey Gasperoni
scored twice in
a row, senior Jacob Kloepinger
scored after being
Mason Suess eludes Gibault’s keeper in the 10-0 blowout of Gibault.
set up by a fancy
pass from Ferber, and junior Zach the way the Jr. Bills played.
top, especially the ones on the
Hoffman ended the game on a
Martel said, “Our speed of wings.”
nice shot into the bottom corner.
play was great, and we played
The Jr. Bills are looking forMerrifield said, “It felt amaz- what we were facing, which was ward to the CBC tournament
ing, now we’re just looking for really important.”
next weekend, where they will
more competition to see where
Clearly it worked, but there play tough MCC teams, includwe really stand against some other will always be things to improve ing CBC. Check out the nightbeat
top teams.”
on, and Martel said, “We would to see the final of the SLUH-Fort
Martel was also excited by like to find our targets better up Zumwalt South game last night.

Captain Close-Ups:

A Look at the Cross Country Captains
by Greg Fister
STAFF ARTIST

T

hey say it takes a village to
raise a child: so what does
it take to raise most of the 110
St. Louis U. High Cross Country
runners up to the team’s tradition of excellence? Though it is a
joint effort between the coaches,
captains and individual runners,
the four senior captains hold
much of the weight as being the
role models that embody for the
underclassmen the team’s motto:
“Tradition, Class, Pride.”
Each cross country captain must be a devoted runner
of both cross country and track
and field, and must gain the votes
of his teammates. They fill the
leadership void left by their predecessors by leading warm-ups,
stretches and drills, and hoping to
inspire in each runner the same
passion that propelled them to
captainhood. This year, with the
team bigger than it has ever been,
the captains have a huge obligation to let each runner know he
is a part of the team, and each
person’s success depends on his
teammate’s.
The four captains are seniors
Nathan Rubbelke, Joe Esswein,
Joshua Zink-Duda and Michael
Pollihan. The four of them are
united by a common trait: they
love the sport and want to share
that zeal with their teammates.
Zink-Duda joined cross
country his sophomore year after encouragement from his track
teammates. Though he hasn’t
been on the team as long as the
other captains, he feels that his
current role on the team reflects
his hard work and passion for the
sport.
“I love running, and I want
other people to enjoy it as much
as I do,” said Zink-Duda.
Zink-Duda’s goal for the
team this year is a common one:
“to win State.”
“Personally,”
Zink-Duda
said, “I would like to try to focus
on the middle-of-the-pack runners, to encourage them and to
work with them, so we can have a

strong middle group that will help
push the varsity guys to do better.”
Michael Pollihan is in his
fourth year of cross country with
SLUH. He showed some promise freshman year, but an illness sophomore year somewhat
dampened his dreams.
“But then I came back junior
year and made the Palatine trip
and the State trip and had a lot of
fun. I ran track, had a great season. Being a captain this year has
made it really fun. It’s just been a
great ride,” said Pollihan.
Pollihan thinks that everyone on the team should know
that “hard work always pays off,
especially in cross country. It’s
possibly the sport (in which) hard
work pays off the most. Just keep
running, and you’ll get better”
Joe Esswein, a devoted and
talented runner of track and cross
country, explained what he feels it
means to be a captain.
“Being a captain doesn’t simply revolve around how you are
with the best runners on the team:
it’s more about how you relate the
younger kids who are largely in
the dark about a lot of the intricacies of the sport. It’s about making
sure they have fun but also pushing them to be the best they can
be,” he said.
Esswein, who is also a senior
advisor, said that being in that
position helps him work with the
freshmen on the team.
“It helps to remind me what a
freshman’s mind is like. When I’m
around them, hearing what they
say, I can help them with the transition to SLUH,” Esswein said.
As Esswein gears up for the
season, he’s focusing on his main
goal: to help SLUH win a State
championship. Esswein stated
that the biggest motivator for him
is frustration over the team’s third
place finish last year.
“This year I’m looking at it
less like, ‘How can I improve my
finishing times’ and more about
‘How can I improve myself,’ as
I have to set an example for the
freshmen,” said Esswein.
“When you ask anyone on

the team which they like better,
track or cross country, and everyone says cross country because of
the team, of course. We become
so close throughout the course of
the year: having fun, relating and
learning from each other, that is
cross country,” said Esswein.
Rubbelke is excited and honored to be a captain, but he feels
the pressure. “This program has
a lot of expectations; considering
those, it’s a bit nerve-wracking,
but it’s still an honor,” said Rubbelke.
Head coach Joe Porter emphasized that being a captain
means “making the guy in the
middle feel wanted.” Rubbelke
described the team atmosphere as
that of a good-natured and hardworking family.
When asked about what
drives him to be one of the fastest
runners on the team and a leader
among teammates, Rubbelke emphasized his love of working hard,
and keeping up the tradition of
SLUH cross country.
As a captain, something that
drives me is looking at the former
captains, (such as) Caleb Ford
(’10) and Joe Meier (’11). To be in
the same shoes that they used to
fill is really an honor for me,” said
Rubbelke.
Rubbelke has started a new
tradition of a weekly song that the
team sings together. “Last week
we sang ‘Build Me Up Buttercup.’
It was really good, but some of the
freshmen were a little timid. We
hope to break them in; to let them
know that it’s normal to be weird
in cross country.”
Next Saturday, the entire
team will be put to the test at the
monumental Forest Park Cross
Country Festival. Every healthy
SLUH runner will race, and the
convenient location of the meet in
Forest Park gives family, friends
and fans a great chance to cheer
on the team.
Today’s First Capitol Invitational Run scheduled at 4 p.m.
was cancelled due to heat.

Graczak’s goal for season:
‘Beat the Red Devils’

by David Greaves
REPORTER

T

he swim team has kicked
off its second season under
coach Rachel Graczak, and already she is indicating that she
has big plans for this year.
“Although we have lost some
valuable swimmers, we have also
gained and improved enough to
more than fill the gap,” Graczak
said.
One difference in routine the
swimmers have already noticed is
the longer practices, as well as the
distances per practice.
When asked about changes
this year, Graczak replied that
they will be swimming “more
yards and more technique work,”
a change built on her previous
year’s emphasis on technique and
variety rather than the endurance
workouts that were common before her arrival to the team.
Graczak also plans to work
on some more specialized groups
in order to create a team where
swimmers focus and improve
on their specialty event, but also
work on getting better in their
weakest event.
The Jr. Bills lost several valuable seniors to graduation, and
will also miss sophomore Luke
Sloan, who as a freshman performed stunningly and made a
large contribution to the team.
However, Graczak and the team
are determined not to let the loss
affect the team’s overall performance.
Graczak said, “Everyone is
vital… A team cannot rely on
only one person to carry the team.
There are many other strong
swimmers capable of filling the
gap.”
New additions to varsity include freshmen Andrew Irvine

and Andrew Postol, sophomore
Jack Brauer, and others who
moved up from junior varsity.
These new members have showed
in time trials that they will be
valuable in keeping the team’s
performance high this season.
Returning members who will
likely be the driving engine of the
swim team include seniors Pieter
Derdeyn, Amir Pashal, and Sam
Erlinger, and juniors Chris Favier
and Larry Hoerr, according to
Graczak.
“I’m really excited. (We have)
so much potential on our team,”
said Graczak
According to team captains
Derdeyn and Paschal, the team
also has some points to work on
for the season.
“I think one thing we could
improve on is our general endurance. We need more versatility
for the long distance events,” said
Derdeyn.
When asked about improvements, Paschal replied, “I guess
practice and staying serious. Staying motivated even if you don’t
have the same goals as somebody
else.” As a final note, Paschal added, “I’m making state!”
When asked about about
his goals for the season, Paschal
replied, “Develop a better work
ethic. And definitely win MCC’s,
especially after losing last year...”
“…By only half a point,” added Derdyen.
The number one goal for
Graczak is, “beat Chaminade.
I want to beat them in the duel
meet and in MCC’s.”
Last year, SLUH lost to the
Red Devils in both competitions,
making the team even more determined to show them that they
are a team to watch out for this
year.
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No wait for heartbreak;

Football watches opener fall through the uprights
by Ryan Dowd
CORE STAFF

A

football, if you have ever
really examined one, has a
fickle shape, and football can be a
fickle sport. The St. Louis U. High
football team (0-1) tasted that
fickle side last Friday in a thrilling though heartbreaking loss to
a brutally physical Parkway North
team.
After missing several earlier
kicks, Parkway North kicker Michael Bozarth booted a 25-yard
field goal as time expired to give
his Vikings a 38-35 victory. The
jeering crowd of SLUH fans near
the sideline instantly grew quiet
as the Parkway North supporters, supported by actual stands,
screamed jubilantly in their triumph.
The game’s finale was exciting as an ending could get. Down
35-27, the Jr. Bill offense, stalled
at midfield, punted as the fourth
quarter wound down. The defense, weary from almost 35 rushing attempts to that point, had to
make a stand to give the offense
one more chance. After allowing
one first down, the Jr. Bill defense
rallied, swarming the Viking ball
carriers. The Vikings had to punt.
With senior playmaker Stefan Sansone set to receive the
kick, Parkway North did not want
to take any chances. The punt
dropped short and bounced off
SLUH gunner Raymond Wingo,
falling into the hands of a Viking
player. North now had possesion
at SLUH’s 31-yard line in a tremendous momentum shift. Once
again though, the Jr. Bill defense
found a rhythm and stoned the
Vikings in three plays. Bozarth
missed a long field goal.
The offense, looking to recapture its first half flurry, quickly
advanced to midfield, but stalled
under heavy pressure from North.
Again, with the clock’s precious
minutes ticking by, SLUH had to
punt. Facing a possible last stand,
the SLUH defense rallied for the
third straight possession as senior
safety Paul Simon chopped down
a Viking ball carrier in the flats
forcing a third and long.
Parkway North, now looking
to recapture their first half running success, tossed the ball wide

on a pitch. It was a good play call.
The Viking ball carrier simply
forgot to catch the ball. The Jr. Bill
defense recovered at the 13-yard
line.
With only two minutes and
change remaining, the veteran
SLUH offense had to make its
move. On second and long, senior
quarterback Trevor McDonagh
faked to his running back and
stepped into a perfect pocket,
spinning the ball to Simon, who
toed the corner of the end zone
for a touchdown.
Still down two, 35-33, Sansone soared above the left corner
for the two-point conversion to
tie the game.
But the defense could not
make four stops in a row. On the
shoulders of their offensive line
and the legs of senior running
back Jovonte Suber, who ran for
89 yards on 25 carries with two
touchdowns rushing and one on
a punt return, the Vikings simply
bullied their way to victory in the
last two minutes.
Head coach Gary Kornfeld
said, “Any time you play your first
football game, and you play a very
good football team, and you play
it away, you find real quick what
you’re good at and real quick what
you need to work on.”
Simon said, “It was great getting in the end zone and having
our crowd cheering for us, but
seeing the other team celebrate
after the first game of your senior
season isn’t something I wanted
to experience.”
While the defense did give
up 236 rushing yards on 43 attempts, the Vikings only netted a
5.49 rushing average. Most of the
damage came from Mizzou commit Donovan Newsome, who ran
for 150 yards on only 11 carries,
almost a 14 yards per carry average.
Newsome was the bane of
the SLUH offense as well, chasing players from behind all over
the field. He also returned an interception 100 yards for a touchdown on SLUH’s first drive of
the game. Once Newsome got a
full head of steam, he was almost

impossible to cut down. Luckily
Newsome retired due to cramps
late in the game.
Simon said, “I think it was a
matter of getting the young guys
settled in and our nerves calmed
with it being the first game. If we
bring the same second half intensity from the start of the game,
and shut down the run, we can be
just as dangerous on the defensive
side of the ball as the offense.”
The physical Newsome victimized the SLUH defense in the
first half, but the Jr. Bills rallied
back, only allowing one second
half touchdown. In fact, the Jr. Bill
defense only allowed 24 points
themselves. The other 14 came
on interception and punt returns
for touchdowns. The defense still
hopes to improve and start faster.
The Jr. Bill offense came as
explosive as advertised, with six
trips to the red zone. They simply
needed to convert just one more
touchdown. On two occasions
the Jr. Bills came just inches from
a potential score. Sansone nearly
converted a fade to the corner of
the end zone with a Viking defender draped all over him. And
later, senior running back Cameron Stubbs seemed to have crossed
the plane of the end zone on a
dive for the pylon but was ruled
out of bounds. Both plays were
close enough to call either way,
but again football can be a fickle
game.
Kornfeld said, “I think going in we knew we were going to
be pretty good offensively. (The
game) also showed us some things
we need to work on, and that’s
stopping the run on defense.”
The GreatestShowOnTurfBills put up some impressive stats
in their first contest. McDonagh
and the boys put up 478 yards
of total offense. McDonagh himself went 18 for 33 for 322 yards
with two throwing and one rushing touchdown. Senior split end
Mitch Klug was the busiest receiver with eight receptions for
124 yards. Simon only had three
catches but two were for touchdowns.
The Jr. Bills also racked up
156 yards on the ground. Stubbs
had nine carries for a whopping

130 yards and finished with 164
total yards. Senior Terek Hawkins
found success as well with 57
yards on the ground, 84 through
the air, and one touchdown.
The unsung heroes of the offense, the big boys up front, protected McDonagh throughout
most of the game and opened
some gaping holes for their backs.
An athletic group, the SLUH Oline gets to the second level quickly, allowing them to seal the edge.
“Our entire front five, unless
we played another sport, worked
out twice a week with Mr. Mafuli and on Saturdays performed
Strongman competitions that
included flipping 500 and 700
pound tires,” said senior right
tackle Bryan Mathews.
If there’s one area the offense
needs to improve on, it is converting in the red zone. Getting
touchdowns instead of field goals
wins games.
Mathews said, “Our improvement needs to be in the red
zone. We need to finish drives,
and when we are in the red zone,
we need to score touchdowns.”
The team moves to Ladue (01), a dangerous team, although
star quarterback Kortland Webb
moved on to Mizzou. Ladue lost
31-14 to Parkway Central, one
of the only top ten teams ranked
by the Post-Dispatch the Jr. Bills
will not play this season. Ladue’s
top playmaker and college recruit
Jehu Chesson will look to get a
multitude of touches in a pass
happy offense.
This schedule offers no time
to wallow in defeat. This Friday
the Jr. Bills look to regroup and
reassert themselves. Ladue is
one of the few games this season
where SLUH will be the undisputed favorite, and as such is a critical game for the Jr. Bills.
Mathews said, “The last few
minutes (of the game) were crazy.
With our offense we never feel out
of a game, and we know we can
score in two plays or put together
a 12-play drive. (Parkway North)
put together an impressive drive,
but all it is now is motivation to
come out and make a statement
this Friday.”

Receiver Paul Simon leaps for SLUH’s first score of the game against Parkway North. Simon scored two touchdowns in a losing effort.
The senior captain sat down with the PN for the Conversation of the Week (right).
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Conversation
of the week

Paul Simon
by Daniel Schmidt
REPORTER

I sat down to talk with senior safety
Paul Simon to discuss the gridiron,
blood feuds, and attendance.
Daniel Schmidt: What was the
thought process on the new hair?
Paul Simon: It had been 17 years
with a buzz cut. Then last year (seniors) Reid Cavellini and Joe and
John Jedlicka planted the seed in
physics class.
DS: Can you explain the phenomenon that is “#U SWAG?”
PS: I actually have no idea. It originally came from (senior) Jamil
(Irvin-Muhammad)’s head, and
he held it up all the time last year
during class Masses. Then in the
summer it took off during 7 on
7’s. It can’t be contained.
DS: Is it difficult to play on both
sides of the ball? (Simon starts at
safety and is the third wide receiver.)
PS: Physically yes. Mentally no.
It’s easier to understand what
the other side is trying to do and
where their schemes are coming
from.
DS: Were you surprised at all that,
as the third receiver, you caught
two touchdown passes last week?
PS: Pleasantly surprised. It helps
that (fellow senior receivers)
Mitch (Klug) and Stefan (Sansone) take all the media attention,
so I just fly under the radar. They
were my first touchdowns since
freshman year against Webster
Groves.
DS: Speaking of Webster Groves,
you guys play them at home in
two weeks. Given your connection to Webster (Webster’s varsity
basketball coach, Jay Blossom, is
Simon’s uncle) what does winning
that game mean to you?
PS: It means I don’t have to take
anything from him at family gatherings, and that I can dish on his
players. I’ve always told him I
could’ve started for him since I
was in the 5th grade. If I can dress
for when we play them in basketball, I would completely psych
him out.
DS: Is it true that you’ve missed
more homerooms than you’ve
made in your SLUH career?
PS: It’s getting close. I’m trying to
increase my attendance this year.
Last year I missed 56 homerooms,
and throughout my career I’ve
definitely missed over 150.
DS: Why is it that you’re always
late?
PS: I just disagree with the institution.
DS: Fair enough. Last two questions. First, what is your greatest
athletic achievement?
PS: Freshman year when I hit a
three-fourths court shot against
Kirkwood to send the game into
overtime. Wait. Greatest athletic
achievement … baseball last year
as well. We had a great run. Also
captain of the football team this
year. I was pretty proud of that.
DS: Have you ever been nervous
before a game?
PS: Parkway Central in football
sophomore year. Looking at their
running back (Lee Ward, who
now plays fullback at Stanford)
made me nervous. Plus that was
my first game. But overall I’m a
pretty emotionless guy.
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School bussed to College Church for Mass of the Holy Spirit
(continued from page 1)
College Church’s liturgical coordinator, Joe Milner, to
boost the total capacity of College Church to more than
1200 seats.
“(College Church) has its advantages and disadvantages,” said Tran. “The columns there are fairly big so if you
sit in certain locations, you might not be able to see the altar very well, which is a disadvantage. But other than that,
it’s a beautiful church. I think it’s a good setting for our
worship.”
Band teacher Bryan Mueller took a slightly smaller
group to play music for the Mass, but, in some ways, setting up at a church was easier. College Church provided
the piano and music stands.
“It's a lot different to sing in there because you do have
to keep in mind that the acoustics are different,” said junior
Cullin Tripp. “You have to project more because it's a lot
bigger space. Singing there is different, but I like it.”
All school liturgies are normally held in the Commons, but, due to ongoing construction, an alternate location had to be chosen. The most obvious choice was the
Field House, but the unique circumstances presented Moran with a chance to try an idea that had been brought up
in some of his conversations with faculty members: an all
school Mass in a church. Many of Moran's conversations
originated after Latin teacher Mark Tychonievich’s funeral,
which was held at College Church.
“There’s nothing wrong with converting your Field
House or your gymnasium or your Commons into a sacred
space, but, as opposed to waiting until you have funerals to
celebrate together, why not have the experience of going to
a sacred space?” Moran said.
The next all school Mass will probably be held in the
Field House, which isn’t an easy endeavor either. Although
SLUH has around 600 chairs that are normally used in all
school liturgies, it lacks the equipment to move them to
the Field House. When the graduation Mass is held in the
Field House every year, SLUH rents chairs from a company. There’s also the possibility of damaging the floors. Moran never seriously considered having the Mass outside,
because of all the variables involved.
The Mass started 10 minutes late and consequently
ended 10 minutes late. On the way back to SLUH, students
were released by their proximity to the exit, rather than by
class.
The schedule created hectic conditions for third and
fourth period teachers, but most teachers adjusted their
lesson plans to fit the schedule.

Math teacher Dan Schuler teaches third and forth period Algebra II/Trigonometry to juniors. His third period
students left after the first twelve minutes of class, and his
fourth period students missed anywhere from none of the
class to all of the class, depending on how students trickled
in.
“It was kind of like a little field trip for us to take as a
school. … I thought that the Mass was a really great experience,” said Schuler.
Science teacher Mary Russo teaches fourth period
freshmen Biology. All of her students were there within the
first ten minutes of class.
“It just set a really good tone for the year,” said Russo
of the Mass. “It’s disruptive, but if there’s any reason for disruption, retreats and Mass and prayer services and pastoral
activities—those are the best reasons.”
English teacher Chuck Hussung teaches fourth period
freshman English. All of his students were there within the
first 15 minutes of class.
“It was more chaotic than than the average day, and
a lot less chaotic than I imagined,” said Hussung. “I think
there must have been a lot of hard work put by the people
running things to make it as smooth as it was.”
Theology teacher Diego Navarro teaches third period
senior Christian Life Choices and fourth period junior
Morality. His seniors left after the first seven minutes of
class, and most of his fourth period juniors were in class
midway through the period, although a few students came
in with seven or eight minutes left in class.
“I decided to plan on something that would have a
variable amount of time,” said Navarro. “I had a reduced
plan for the day, and I did get that done.”
Student reactions to the Mass varied.
“I think I would prefer to have the Mass in the Field
House just because it’s a lot more convenient,” said junior
Sam Chott.
“I really thought this Mass was a lot better,” said senior
Stephen Nelson. “It felt more religious. It really brought us
to a place that we recognize as a holy place, rather than a
place that we recognize as a gym or place for mixers or a
place for fun.”
Moran, on the whole, was pleased with the transportation to and from College Church.
“I loved it. The Mass itself was beautiful,” said Moran.
“We were pretty sure that once we got everyone in there,
the Holy Spirit would take over.”

Chorus sings with Foreigner

Seniors challenge urban poverty

(continued from page 2)
rus, they hurried on stage for their part in the refrain of
the song. As they went on stage, they looked out onto the
crowd of thousands of people watching excitedly.
“It was amazing to watch the reaction of the people
because it was sort of unexpected to see a bunch of guys in
blue chorus shirts and blue jeans walk onstage.”
“Once the song started, everyone got really into it,”
said Blood.
SLUH’s chorus harmonized the refrain while the guitarist pretended to conduct the chorus and Foreigner’s lead
singer danced around onstage. As soon as it had started it
seemed like it was over to the chorus. After the song, Kelly Hansen, the singer of Foreigner, introduced the SLUH
chorus to the crowd of 15,000.
The biggest ovation came from the SLUH parents sitting in the front row. SLUH President David Laughlin was
also in attendance.
“It was an overwhelmingly good feeling to be cheered
for by that many people. To be up on that stage in a totally
positive atmosphere felt fantastic,” said Blood.
Koestner also made some handy friends standing
backstage during SLUH's performance. The band Journey
expressed their approval of the chorus's performance to
Koestner.
“Hopefully if they come back in town again we'll be
asked to be a part of it,” said Koestner.

Celebrating St. Ignatius’s Feast

(continued from page 2)
St. Ignatius in the Left Bank area of Paris, France. Fr. Marco and all of the Jesuits in the area gathered together with
many families, and a surprisingly high number of young
people attended.
After the Mass, all of the Jesuits, including retirees,
came together for a feast to celebrate. Later they walked the
same streets that Ignatius did and visited the church where
he and his companions were ordained and took their vows.
Fr. Marco commented, “I felt very close to the founder.
It’s quite moving, the same spirit is there years later.”

(continued from page 2)
from other Jesuit schools … everyone was wonderful. It
was enriching, I met people that I will probably never forget.” Chott hopes to go on this trip again in the future.
Gilmore, the only returning member of the group, reflected upon the trip. “It is always a shocking trip, I find,
not only to encounter people that are in drastic situations,
whether that’s homeless, or abandoned in a nursing home,
extremely lonely with no friends, no family to speak of.
You see what I call a purity of happiness, in the midst of
struggle. A lot of people I came across came off as really
happy.”
Gilmore enjoyed his third year at Urban Challenge.
“There was something about the overall feel of the group
that made it what I thought was the best group that we’ve
had,” he said. “I felt more comfortable myself, because I’d
been there a couple times before.”
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Friday, September 2
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Schedule R
AP Athletics Fair
4:00pm C Soccer @ Vianney
Cross Country @ First Capital Invitational
7:00pm V Football vs Ladue
Lunch Chicken Bites
Healthy—Beef Stew

Saturday, September 3
12:00pm Soccer vs. Brebeuf

Sunday, September 4
No events

Monday, September 5
Labor Day- No Classes

Tuesday, September 6

No Classes
Schedule R

AP Avila University—M108
Knox College—M110
Providence College—M112
St. Louis College of Pharmacy—M114
All Day B Soccer @ Chaminade Tournament
All day STUCO Homeroom Rep Elections
4:00pm V Swim @ Parkway South
4:00pm C Soccer vs. DeSmet
4:30pm JV Football vs. Ladue
5:00pm V Soccer @ CBC-Tournament vs. Desmet
6:00pm Father’s Club Opening Meeting @ Theater
Lunch Lil Charlies
Healthy—Eggs with Cheese

Wednesday, September 7

Schedule R
AP Freshman Mom’s Cookie Sale
Jesuit College Fair@ Danis Lobby/Loge Theater
All day JET College Tour
1:30pm Oklahoma City University (Sign up Naviance)
2:15pm College of Wooster (Sign up Naviance)
4:00pm JV Soccer vs. Priory
5:00pm Heritage Society Reception @ Currigan Room
Lunch Toasted Raviolis
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan

Thursday, September 8

Schedule R
AP Freshman Mom’s Cookie Sale
University of Alabama-M108
Bradley University-M110
University of Chicago-M112
Iona College-M114
All day B Soccer @ Chaminade Tournament
12:45am DePauw University (Sign up Naviance)
4:15pm JV Soccer vs. Summit
5:00pm V Soccer @ CBC Tournament vs. Vianney
Lunch Papa Johns
Healthy—Lasagna Roll-up with sauce

Friday, September 9

Schedule R
AP Sophomore Class Mass
Indiana University-M108
Saint John University-M110
Seton Hall University-M112
All day Marquette Relays
All day Freshman Fun day
10:15am Wesleyan University (Sign up Nanviance)
1:30pm Saint Leo University (Sign up Nanviance)
2:30pm University of San Diego (Sign up Nanvieace
4:30pm C Soccer @ Edwardsville
7:00pm V Football vs. Webster Groves
Lunch Chicken Nuggets
Healthy—Chicken Cordon Bleu

SLUH Dads:

Don’t miss this fun event to kick-off the school
year—enjoy dinner, drinks and socialize with other
SLUH Dads! This is your opportunity to sign up to
help at various SLUH events and service projects
held throughout the school year. Make sure to bring
your planners! Please RSVP, only if you are coming, to our first meeting of the year, “Beer & Brats”
on Tuesday, September 6th, at 6:00 p.m. by e-mail
or phone to Connie Leinauer (cleinauer@sluh.orgor-314-269-2116). This year’s event will be held outside on the Danis Field House Plaza. If the weather
does not allow us to be outside, we will move inside
the Danis Field House.

Seeking Driver’s Ed?

Contact Gary Kornfeld in Homeroom M114 or at
gkornfeld@sluh.org.
The class dates are set for May 29-June 1 in the
Theatre Loge. Driving dates are spread throughout
the summer.
The class will cost $395 and students must be at least
15 years old.
You have to hurry though because the class has a
limited capacity, first come first serve.

