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arlier this year, the St. Louis
U. High administration commissioned a survey that explored
habits among students dealing
with cheating and academic integrity. The results spurred debate and discussion among administrators and teachers, who
are contemplating changes to
SLUH’s policy on academic honesty. With this in mind, the Prep
News looked this week at how six
various high school students, including four Jesuit high schools,
use their honor codes and how
those schools monitor academic
integrity.

Creighton Preparatory
School
Jesuit; Omaha, Nebraska

While Creighton Prep does
not have an honor code that students pledge to and are expected
to uphold, students begin each
school year by signing the student handbook, stating that they
vow to uphold policies on proper
technology usage and academic
honesty.
Creighton’s Code of Honor, a
section of the handbook, stresses
the importance of students being
“completely truthful and forthright in every aspect of their lives
at Creighton Prep.” Students are
trusted to self-report serious infractions that violate school or
academic policies.
As for cheating and academic honesty policies, Dean
of Students Joe Ryberg explains
that their purpose is primarily to
function as an educational document. Many different examples of
cheating are mentioned, as well as
a section detailing what exactly
constitutes plagiarism.
“A lot of students aren’t aware
of where the line is between doing
your own work and getting inappropriate help, and citing sources
properly,” said Ryberg. “(The
policy) is primarily to state some
expectations for accountability
reasons as well. We’re trying to get
a framework where students can
operate.”
continued on page 4

Student Council
plans for
Mission Week

From left to right: senior Jordan Bollwerk, Meghan Faddis, Amanda Jerry, senior Christian Probst (in drag), and junior Joe Essig perform in a turn of the century comedy, romance. Performances begin tonight and run until Sunday.
BY Adam Thorp
CORE STAFF
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omance, comedy and crossdressing. All will be on stage
this week as part of the Dauphin
Players production of the musical
Where’s Charley? The show will
run at 7:30 p.m. Thursday night
through Sunday night, with an
additional show at 2:00 p.m. Sunday afternoon. Tickets are $7 in
advance and $10 at the door.
In Where’s Charley? two
graduating Oxford students, Jack
Chessney (senior Jordan Bollwerk) and Charley Wykeham
(senior Christian Probst) attempt
to propose to their girlfriends,
Amy Spettigue (Nerinx senior
Amanda Jerry) and Kitty Verdun
(Visitation senior Meghan Fad-

dis) before the two are swept off
to Scotland.
The musical is a comedy, so
the players’ goal will be to draw
laughs from the audience.
“It’s a farce, so I hope that
they (the audience) laugh and
think the show’s funny,” said Joe
Schulte, who is directing the musical. “The interaction between
live audience and live performers
is exciting and I want to see that
work. What I’m in the business
of is telling stories so I’m hoping
the story is fun and enjoyable and
happy.”
One of the comedic elements
is when circumstances force
Probst’s character to pass as his
Brazilian aunt.
“A significant part is Chris-

tian—Charley—is also disguised
as his aunt Donna Lucia for the
majority of the show and my
character of Spettigue hears that
Donna Lucia is rich,” said senior
Tim Eidman. “I fall in love with
Donna Lucia not knowing that
it is really Charley, so there are a
lot of funny bits there because of
that.”
“The hardest part for me is
having to deal with playing the
woman, and trying to find the
happy medium between trying to
honestly and be my best at playing a woman and have people believe me and realizing the musical
is a farce and that it’s completely
ridiculous that these people (the
play’s other characters) actually
continued on page 4

ast year’s Mission Week activities did not extend much
more than a day. This year, Student Council President Bryan
Mathews and Vice President
James Griffard have been planning extensively for the event to
ensure that all five days of Mission Week are filled with exciting games and activities that will
tempt the crowd to support the
charities.
This year’s Mission Week will
take place during the week of Feb.
27 through March 2.
STUCO has chosen four
charities that will benefit from
Mission Week. The senior class
will be in charge of Heifer International. Livestock will be sent to
Africa and the people of Africa
will be able to use the animals for
food and for farming.
The junior class contributions will benefit Hope Works, a
charity in Camden, New Jersey
that helps youths get a college degree and find a job.
The sophomore class will be
raising money for Our Lady’s Inn,
a pro-life emergency shelter for
pregnant mothers.
The freshman class will be
assisting HALO, which provides
orphans with schooling and helps
them get into college.
The five days will be filled
with numerous activities that are
sure to raise money, according
to Griffard and Mathews. “Basically what we did was we took all
continued on page 5

Moving into Commons requires some improvisation
BY Matt Cooley
EDITOR IN CHIEF

I

n all the months of planning,
no one had thought to include
a clock.
The Commons opened to
students fully for the first time
this week. During activity period
on Monday, students gathered
around most tables and filled every armchair, enthusiastic about
using the spacious new facility. As
the school settles in to the Commons, some details, like the lack
of clocks, remain incomplete and
some plans need to be adjusted.
One of the most pressing
issues has been cleaning up af-
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ter lunch. While the old cafeteria had tables with benches that
could be rolled away, the Commons has 59 tables with 10 chairs
each that must be moved out of
the way for cleaning. After it became clear that it was too timeconsuming for the custodians to
move the chairs every afternoon,
Assistant Principal for Student
Life Brock Kesterson instructed
juniors and seniors to stack their
own chairs after lunch. The new
procedure has worked well so far.
According to Kesterson, such
hiccups are inevitable as SLUH
moves into a facility that operates
continued on page 5
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Seniors Will Edwards and Nick Breunig relax in the Si Commons in its first
week open to student use.
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Principal John Moran shaves off the remainder of Josh Ritter’s hair.
BY Sean Campbell
REPORTER
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SNOW

ast Friday, after the freshman
and sophomore orientation to
the Si Commons, sophomore Josh
Ritter visited St. Louis U. High to
raise money for the St. Baldrick’s
Foundation by having his head
shaved.
Soon after the end of first semester exams, Ritter received terrible news: at a routine checkup,
he was diagnosed with a large
tumor on his spinal cord. Ritter is currently hospitalized and
confined to a wheelchair, but this
has not stopped him from helping
others with illness. Ritter was recently introduced to St. Baldrick’s
Foundation, an organization that
gives out grants to support childhood cancer research.
“One of my therapists mentioned that she in (involved with
St. Baldrick’s) so then I just found
them online later that night and
signed up,” said Ritter.
Looking for a fun way to raise
money for St. Baldrick’s, Ritter
suggested to Assistant Principal
for Student Life Brock Kesterson
and Principal John Moran that he
could have his head shaved. Kesterson liked the idea so much that
he wanted to join Ritter in shav-

ing his head.
“When we heard about his
idea, Dr. Moran and I had talked about it and thought maybe
it would be a good idea to raise
some more money by having us
involved as well,” said Kesterson.
“I was really impressed with
Josh’s commitment to this project,” said Moran. “Considering
his own health troubles over the
past few months, it would be really easy for him to just feel sorry
for himself. Instead, he’s out trying to raise money for children
with cancer. How can you not be
inspired by that?”
While Kesterson had planned
for the head shaving to follow the

freshman and sophomore orientation, the number of shaves increased to six. Kesterson, Ritter,
Moran, sophomore Larry Hoerr,
President David Laughlin, and
Jesuit Scholastic Louie Hotop, ’09
were all slated to have their heads
shaved.
Following the dedication of
the Commons, Assistant Principal Thomas Becvar became the
MC, urging students to donate.
Each time $100 was raised, one
more volunteer would have his
head shaved.
“Dr. Moran is pretty good
with the clippers so he was the
one who did most of the shaving,
though Tommy Behr, a senior,
shaved Dr. Moran’s head,” said
Kesterson. “They raised $1,050,
which was a pretty good testament to the freshmen and sophomores and a sign of the general
good will we have at this school.”
In addition to the money
raised by the head-shavings,
SLUH donated $1,000 to St. Baldrick’s. There may be more opportunities to donate at SLUH
coming up.
“You may see a repeat with
some new heads during Mission
Week,” said Dr. Moran. “Stay
tuned!”
Outside of SLUH, Ritter has
also been using Facebook to get
the word out about raising money
for St. Baldrick’s.
“I am trying everyone from
my orthodontists to my parents’
offices,” said Ritter.
“It just felt really good to see
Josh back in the building and to
do something he felt really passionate about,” said Kesterson.
“He’s got such a great spirit and
to be back on campus and see his
classmates was something that I
think really meant a lot to him.”
You can help Ritter achieve
his goal of raising $5,000 to fight
childhood cancer by visiting his
website: http://www.stlbaldricks.
org/participants/joshritter.
photo | Mark Rieke
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What could Brown do
for you?
Government teacher runs for position
on Rockwood School Board
BY Jack Kiehl
and Nick Eberle
REPORTERS

W

hile AP American Government teacher Bill Brown
may be a veteran in the classroom
when it comes to teaching politics, he’ll soon have a more personal experience with the subject
as he runs for Rockwood school
board.
The prospect of a run for
office began back in November
when there was a temporary vacancy in the board that had to
be filled. Brown interviewed, but
didn’t get the position. But after
encouragement from friends and
thanks to a personal connection
with the school district, he decided to run for election.
The school board is made up
of seven people that make decisions for the school district, such
as how to spend tax revenue. Each
member of the board serves a
three-year term. There are two
spots open for the elections,
which take place in April, with
four people running for office.
Rockwood is St. Louis County’s largest school district and
Brown has had a connection to it
throughout his life. He attended
school there in the late 1950s, going to both grade school and high
school in the district. Brown also
taught in Rockwood for much of
his career.
Brown’s contacts at the
school district may boost Brown’s
campaign in the next few months.
“I know people on the administration, I know people on
the board, I know people on the
committee, and I know students
in the schools,” said Brown.
The path to election requires
a lot of effort, and Brown has
spent the last few months attending functions and meetings to
meet voters while also handling
his teaching schedule.
“I told my students I’m trying to make sure the quality of my
teaching doesn’t drop off,” Brown
said.
While he may be pressed for
time on some days, Brown doesn’t

think that being elected to the
Rockwood school board would
result in scheduling conflicts.
While it may be complicated in
the pre-election weeks, the only
thing that he may be giving up is
some of his leisure time.
Teaching government class
will also help Brown in his quest
for election. His understanding
of the political system and public
finances will boost his comfort
in the situations that he may face
in the upcoming months. Brown
also hopes that running will inspire his students to take a stand,
something that he has always
tried to do.
“I’ve always been a person
that has to show you what I can
do rather then tell you what I can
do,” said Brown.
Brown’s experience with
Rockwood also includes volunteering and being active on committees in the community. Many
members of Brown’s family have
also gone to Rockwood schools
including his children, and two of
his grandchildren are in kindergarden in the district right now.
This is another reason he wanted
to run for office.
“I want to make sure that
Rockwood does for them what it
did for me and what it did for my
children, (to) give them a good
education.” said Brown.
Brown also hopes that running for government will also
show SLUH students that they too
can get involved. He also hopes to
encourage students over the age
of 18 to register and vote.
If Brown gets elected to the
school board, he hopes that he
can make a difference in the lives
of his students, his family, and everyone in the Rockwood school
district.
“My philosophy is that I can
create a school district where
everybody works together, has
a pleasant attitude, and sees the
value of a good education,” said
Brown. “(I hope) to make sure
that all students can achieve their
potential.”
Election day is April 3.
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From left to right, cueballs Louie Hotop, S.J., Larry Hoerr, David Laughlin,
Brock Kesterson, Josh Ritter, Bryan Mueller, and John Moran.
photo | Austin Strifler

Snow sprinkles the statue of St. Ignatius in front of the school entrance Monday. Despite a period of heavy snow, the precipitation cleared up in time to allow school the next day.

Congratulations to senior Will Edwards, who won the St. Charles Poetry
Out Loud competition this week. Look for the story in next week’s PN.
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Kindergarden, from the other side Seniors return, or did we?
photo | courtesy of Joe Klein

BY Ryan Dowd
SPORTS EDITOR

T

“

Senior Joe Klein, surrounded by kindergardeners from St. Cecilia’s School, where he served his Senior Project.
BY Joe Klein
NEWS EDITOR

Editors Note: Names have been
changed to protect privacy.

I

don’t remember too much
about my time in kindergarden. I can recall the long number
chain we had going around the
classroom, with each new number
representing a day of the school
year. I also remember when I
took a pair of safety scissors and
started cutting my own hair, earning a phone call home and an ugly
haircut which I was stuck with for
weeks. But aside from those fleeting memories, kindergarden was
a distant blur for me.
That is, until my Senior Project. I was fortunate enough to
spend four wonderful weeks at
St. Cecilia’s School, a poor, predominantly Hispanic school in
South City that, despite its flaws,
exposed me to a wonderful community and a new perspective.
I didn’t know until the first
morning that I would be working with the kindergarten. When
Mr. R—the principal—told me
that that was where I would be
spending my time, I was thrilled.
Even from my faint recollection
of kindergarden, I thought of it
as a wonderful, happy place that
would turn me into a kid again. I
would spend the next four weeks
coloring, reading Green Eggs and
Ham, singing songs about Jesus,
enjoying naptime, and playing
freeze tag.
But this image of kindergarden turned out to be an airbrushed
one, at best—an idealized version
of the perfect kindergarden classroom.
“Thomas, stop crawling on
the floor! Five minutes on the
wall.”
Those were the first words
that I heard when I stepped into
the kindergarden classroom, and
unfortunately a good part of every day was spent keeping the
classroom in order. It was maddening, chaotic and out of control. When I first walked in, one
kid was crying, two were running
around the room, another was ly-

ing on the floor, and the rest were
talking, seemingly oblivious to
the teacher, who was trying—and
failing—to get order.
Aside from a short break
where the kids all stopped to say
hello to “their new friend Joe,”
that’s pretty much how it went for
the first whole day, and every day
after that. The class often descended into chaos. And that frustrated
me, because in a class as large as
this one—25 kindergardeners
under just one teacher—nobody
was getting the personal attention
they needed.
By the end of the first week,
I thought I had it all figured out.
The whole class wasn’t rowdy
and lawless; I had pinpointed it
to just a few of them that riled
everybody else up. And as much
as I tried not to, I grew to resent
them. There were kids in this class
that were very smart, and actually wanted to learn, but couldn’t,
because Mrs. Raymond was too
busy disciplining the troublemakers. How was that fair? How could
they have such little regard for
everybody else? Why didn’t they
listen to me or anybody else? Did
they not know any better?
To an extent, they didn’t. Will
was probably the rowdiest of the
bunch. He’d rip his papers up and
throw them on the floor, or walk
across the room and take somebody else’s crayons, or spill his
milk all over the table at lunch.
He’d walk into the room, minutes
after everybody else, and scream,
“My leg’s broke!” when he was
perfectly fine. According to Mrs.
Raymond, he didn’t have any diagnosed behavioral problems—
he was just a troublemaker. As we
were getting ready to pack up for
the day, Will walked up to me and
gave me a big hug. He told me, “I
don’t want to go home. Can I go
home with you?”
Now, I had already gotten
plenty of invitations from my kindergardeners to go to their house
and play with them, but this was
different. He didn’t sound like
somebody that simply wanted to
play with Mr. Joe after school. I

“Telling him that
he couldn’t go
home with me,
and that I would
be back Monday, was one
of the hardest
things I had to
do. ”
didn’t hear the voice of the troublemaker that just moments ago
tried to slide down the stair railing and take another girl’s coat.
Will sounded like somebody that
simply needed somebody to be
with him. I had to tell him that
he couldn’t go home with me.
His daddy was waiting for him
at home, and I had to go home
too. Tears began running down
his face, and through his sobs
he struggled to tell me that he
thought his daddy hated him and
didn’t want him to come home.
Telling him that he couldn’t go
home with me, and that I would
be back Monday, was one of the
hardest things I had to do.
I felt horribly guilty for judging them the way I did through
the first week. Will wasn’t making trouble for the sake of making trouble and making me mad;
he just was looking for attention
that he felt he didn’t get anywhere
else. So for the next three weeks, I
would make up for it—I’d spend
much more time with him than I
planned on. Usually, I pulled up
my chair next to his desk and talked to him while he worked. I told
him that if he didn’t get any yellow
cards (their behavior infraction
system), I would be happy and
proud to sit with him.
Three weeks in, Will went a
full day without any recess timeout or yellow cards—the first time
since I was there that it happened.
I didn’t know the significance of it
until Mrs. Raymond asked that I
continued on page 5

hese halls, this school will
never be the same.”
After scrambling in late, my
body and mind vibrating with
the anticipation of a month and a
half break from school, I slid into
an open seat near the aisle, late
as usual. The last senior prayer
service before project, Thursday,
Dec. 16.
Dr. Moran took the stage,
without a microphone, obviously,
as we awaited the words Grad at
Grad. But honestly, I don’t remember a direct connection to
being committed to doing justice.
He told us that the SLUH we knew,
the SLUH that had helped raise us
as men for the past three and half
years of our life, the SLUH we had
grown up in, the SLUH we had
toiled and struggled for whether
in our desks Monday morning or
out on the pitch on Friday nights
was gone, or would be gone when
we returned.
Silence.
I scanned the room, taken
aback. So I’m leaving what’s become my home for nine months
of the year, the place I spend
north of 40 hours at each week—
not only for a month and a half
but forever. It was similar, although not equivalent, to shaking my head in disbelief as Pujols
donned an Angels cap. Part of me
felt ready for a change, part of me
expected a change, but I think we
all feared what that change would
bring.
Seniors will tell you now that
the Winter Break and Senior Project flew by as fast as one February day, and they’re right. But in
that month and a half, we really
traveled in a different dimension
than the typical SLUH student.
Afternoons were a time of leisure.
Nights were full of laughter and
reflection, not work and study.
We were doing God’s work during the day, wherever that might
be, and hibernating in the night.
Hibernation of the mind, a retreat
from the grind. As much as Senior Project is a charge out into an
unknown, hectic world, it is also a
retreat from that which we know,
from SLUH.
Then after about 40 days in
our metaphorical deserts, we returned on Jan. 30, a Monday. The
hallways were different, bustling
in a manic communal hurry. They
seemed more crowded, more
rambunctious than usual. But as
we walked those halls that first
day and saw all the friends we had
planned to see over the break but
never could, all the friends with
longer beards, you couldn’t help
but smile. Smiling, something
rarely seen on Monday in January,
February knocking on the door.
Dr. Moran told us that these
halls will never look the same,
not just for the first couple weeks
back, but forever. I think what Dr.
Moran really meant was, or maybe I just misheard him, was that
these halls, this school will never
feel the same.
Senior Project changed me
in ways I don’t think I’ll ever fully
understand; I sense that’s true for
most of my classmates as well. The
things I learned at Laclede Groves
retirement home will stay with

me for the rest of my life: how to
blunt despair by enjoying the little
things, how to embrace an awkward moment for what it is, an
awkward moment. But the retreat
high of Project has inevitably faded as February sucks the life out
of all that’s good in the world.
But that’s the nature of intense private high schools like
SLUH. They break you down to
build you up. Schools like SLUH
force you into a battle against
failure. Some of us get knocked
down, but the hope is that we
will get back up and conquer fear
like a Hemingway hero. Some of
us fail. Some of us succeed. It’s
the nature of the beast. And after three years of slamming our
heads against that wall, trust me,
we deserved that break.
Sometimes an army or, in this
case a rag-tag gang of 18-yearold boys, must retreat to reform
the lines for the next attack. In
this case, we scattered across the
city, the world even, to discover a
world without daily English quizzes and Calculus problems. So on
the one hand Senior Project is a
retreat from the beast, but it’s a retreat into a new world where the
things you do matter, not to yourself, but to others.
Sometimes it feels like SLUH
is just churning us students out in
the hopes that we become doctors and lawyers and give money
back to the school. (I say that
with pride, but with a pinch of
sarcasm.) Senior Project truly
reflects the Jesuit nature of our
school more than any other activity. The concept, students going
out to live with the needy, reflects
a novitiate’s early training, their
Pilgrimage Experiment where
they live for a month with nothing but five dollars and a one way
bus ticket. Here, SLUH’s not preparing us for the MCAT or BAR
but for life itself.
I think at its core, Jesuit education strives to educate the hearts
of young men. The mind should
become secondary. Once again,
it is February. So just when you
start to think again that SLUH
wants nothing more than to suck
the marrow from your bones with
another history research paper,
think about Senior Project, walk
those senior hallways.
Now almost halfway through
February, as scary or miraculous
as that seems, the Senior Project
high has all but faded. We’re now
knee deep in scholarship applications, Hemingway short stories,
and preparation for spring sports.
The grind has returned. How do
we reconcile that grind with these
three three weeks of our most
dynamic learning experience at
SLUH? The school wants to show
us that while this exhausting
grind makes us men, Senior Project makes us a men for others.
These hallways still feel like
home, but they are not the home
anymore. We’ve seen a world full
of frustration and death. But we’ve
also experienced a world full of
selfless people giving their life to
a true cause. It’s not the hallways
that changed.
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(continued from page 1)
First-time cheating offenders are punished by a zero on the
assignment and a progress report
sent home. If the cheating takes
place on a test, exam, or large
paper, administrators have the
option to fail the student for the
course. Second offenses lead to a
meeting with the assistant principal, and further repeat offenders
risk expulsion.
According to Ryberg, the
most common infraction under academic honesty guidelines
takes place on small assignments,
such as copying of homework.
The sharing of test answers is also
fairly prevalent. But for the most
part, people at Creighton Prep
are “fairly honorable,” although
the Code of Honor and cheating
policies aren’t as respected as he
would like.
“I’d like it to be more respected. We need to keep talking about
it and teaching it. … I would like
it to be more of a part of how we
operate here. The truth is your
greatest path to growth,” said Ryberg.

DeSmet Jesuit High School
Jesuit; St. Louis

During Odyssey Days, an
orientation and retreat program
for incoming students, freshmen
are introduced to DeSmet’s honor code. After a class Mass and
prayer service, they individually
go up and sign the honor code,
and receive a medal signifying
their commitment to upholding
the honor code.
DeSmet’s honor code binds
students to “embrace honesty in
all I do; never lie, cheat or steal;
treat the school, teachers, students, and self with respect; strive
be a man for others in and out of
school; approach academics and
co-curriculars with self discipline;
appreciate the value of diversity
and accept others; and think before I act.”
According to Dean of Students Mike Dressler, not all violations of the honor code are treated
equally. A uniform punishment
does not exist for honor code violators, and different punishments
exist for breaches of different areas of the code.
For violations concerning
academic integrity, DeSmet follows a variation of a three-strikes
policy. The first offense brings
a zero for the assignment and a
warning, second offenses lead to

the student being placed on disciplinary probation, and future
offenses would cause the student
to appear before a disciplinary
board. To Dressler’s knowledge,
only two students have made it to
a third offense and appeared before the board.
For the most part, students respect the honor code, in
Dressler’s eyes.
“If they see instances where
something’s going to be easy for
them, they may choose to do that
as opposed to following the honor
code,” said Dressler.
“As far as it goes in class,
(the honor code) is definitely just
based on trust between teachers
to students, students to other students,” said senior Ryan Doherty.

Georgetown Preparatory
School
Jesuit; Washington, DC

For approximately the past 20
years, Georgetown Prep has given
students a card at the beginning
of each school year. The students
sign the card, indicating that they
will abide by Georgetown’s policies on academic honesty, as well
as the remainder of their student
handbook.
Initial cheating infractions
are reported to the Academic
Dean. Further violations are
brought before a Disciplinary
Committee made up of faculty
members, where they will decide whether further punishment
is necessary. The prevalence of
cheating is minor enough that,
according to Dean of Students
Brad Griffith, he has never had a
student progress to the Disciplinary Committee from academic
honesty violations.
“If there’s an issue with two,
three, four incidents of cheating, their grades will probably be
low enough where they would be
asked not to return,” said Griffith.
Georgetown Prep has integrated educating students about
academic honesty into their freshman advisory program. Twice a
week, freshmen meet during their
break period, and some of the
sessions deal with matters such as
defining cheating and plagiarism.
“We try to be proactive with
the guys, talking to them in freshman year about the implications
of what happens, here again is the
consequences of what can happen,
and here’s why you shouldn’t,” said
Griffith. “It really helps to try and
nip a lot of it in the bud. If we can
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get ahead of (cheating), we can at
least manage it.”
Before coming to SLUH,
Spanish teacher Kate Toussaint
taught at Georgetown Prep. From
her experience, there was a culture
where it was permissible to cheat
in certain circumstances, such as
underneath a lenient teacher.
“(The policy) isn’t ineffective. It’s just that students know, I
can get away with it in this class.
The education is great, and (the
administration) did a lot to try
and counteract that. The problem
is that this is part of a culture of
high school. You can have education, but you see other kids doing
it,” said Toussaint.
Most of the violations Toussaint observed at Georgetown
Prep were minor offenses, such
as using an online translator on a
homework assignment.
“I took (violations) on a caseby-case basis,” said Toussaint. “If
it was a homework assignment, I
would talk to the student. … If it’s
something serious, like a writing
assignment, I’d go straight to the
administration.”

Gonzaga Preparatory
School

Jesuit; Spokane, Washington
To fight cheating, Gonzaga
Prep has a three-strikes policy,
where three violations of academic integrity policies will see that
student face a student governing
board, and will most likely be dismissed from the school.
Principal Kevin Connell, S.J.,
implemented the policy six years
ago, when he came from Jesuit
High School in Portland, Ore.,
and brought the policy with him.
In those six years, he has only
seen one student face the student
panel, a testament to the increase
in honesty and integrity he has
overseen.
“I think we do have a culture
of academic honesty at Gonzaga
Prep,” said Connell. “The fact that
this policy is consistently applied
has also supported the growth of
academic integrity.”
Connell also encourages
teachers to proactively create environments that limit opportunities for students to cheat. At the
administration’s encouragement,
many teachers have been using
turnitin.com, an online plagiarism detector also widely used
at SLUH, and developed testing
environments that limit students’
opportunities to cheat.

MICDS

Private; St. Louis
Almost any ideal honor
code system takes students buying in and student participation.
At MICDS, that ideal takes on a
more practical, judicial form in
the shape of something called an
honor council.
The Honor Council has been
around for ten years at the school
and is made up of ten students:
two freshmen, sophomores and
juniors, and four seniors. The
members of the council are elected by their classmates and voting
for each of the ten spots happens
every year.
The strength of the system,
according to Dean of Students for
the Class of 2012 Nicole Trueman,
comes in the voice of authority
residing with the students. When
an honor infraction takes place,
the council meets to determine
whether or not the issue needs
to go to a court of sorts. If the issue is serious enough, a committee made up of students on the
council as well as faculty holds a
hearing to determine a punishment. Trueman said the only time
the council’s ruling is overturned
is when there are outside factors
such as a medical diagnosis the
students on the council are unaware of.
Trueman said she feels it is a
very effective system.
“For the most part, I do think
it is very successful because the
students here, they debate what
they feel that the real issues are,”
said Trueman. “And once it comes
from a student perspective, I
think it’s taken more seriously.
When you have to explain what
you did to your peers, it makes a
big difference.”
Trueman said that during her
three-year tenure, the level of academic dishonesty has remained
relatively constant. She noted that
it seemed that most instances of
cheating came from students feeling the burden to succeed, something that may strike a chord at
SLUH.
“The reason people make
poor choices is because they feel
stressed or pressured,” said Trueman. “Almost every case of cheating has been a case of the expectations that either themselves or
their parents or the college is putting them in a desperate position
where they feel the need to cheat.”

MusicalWhere’s Charley? to debut tonight
(continued from page 1)
believe that I’m a woman and
have no idea that I am a man playing a woman,” said Probst.
Some notable musical numbers in the show include the salsa
number “Pernambuco” and the
most famous song from the musical, “Once in Love With Amy.”
The tap dance and song will be
performed by Probst, and will incorporate audience participation
in the form of a sing-along once
Probst “forgets” his lines.
The musical debuted in 1948
on Broadway. Four years later a

film version was made, which is
where Schulte first encountered
the musical.
“This is a show that I’ve wanted to do since I was much younger because I saw the show as a
movie, I saw the show as a play at
the Muny back in the ’50s,” said
Schulte. “So I said, ‘That would be
a good show for St. Louis U. High
because the two main characters
happen to be young college kids.’”
The show’s opening on
SLUH’s stage was prompted by a
revival of the play on Broadway.
“I’ve always liked the show

but I’d never chosen the show before until last year,” said Schulte.
“It was a big success when they
did it last year in a series called
Encore Series in New York, where
they take shows that haven’t been
done recently and revive them
and allow people to come and run
them for one week in New York. I
read the reviews and the reviews
said it was still a wonderful show
and I decided to look at it’.”
Preparation for the musical
began after students returned to
SLUH after Christmas Break.
The show’s elaborate set tries

to capture turn of the century Oxford, and includes two ivy-colored
walls topped with pots of yellow,
blue and pink as well as a cut-out
of a Victorian sitting room and
many other set pieces that will be
moved on and off stage.
Schulte is optimistic about
the performances in the upcoming show.
“I think the show is well cast,
so most performances are standing out. I think the kids do a very
nice job of that. I’m very pleased
with the potential the show has,”
said Schulte.
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Nerinx Hall High School
Catholic; St. Louis

At Nerinx Hall, the school’s
honor code policy centers around
one word: trust. According to associate principal Angie Zinkl,
who is in charge of discipline, the
idea is not to seek out instances of
academic dishonesty, but to create a culture where cheating isn’t
prevalent.
“More or less we really believe that trust really empowers
people to do the right thing,” said
Zinkl. “However, I know we’re
all human and temptation sometimes can sneak in. So what we’re
trying to do is get our students to
realize that you don’t get by in life
through cheating or plagiarism
and that it’s hard work that really matters. At Nerinx we really
don’t put people under the microscope.”
When the school does encounter instances of cheating, it
has a standard policy, where the
punishment depends on whether
or not it is the girl’s first offense.
But Zinkl said that while the
school is aware that there is cheating, it doesn’t seem to be a glaring
problem at Nerinx.
“It hasn’t hit the front burner
here necessarily yet,” said Zinkl.
“As for our students now, they do
a fabulous job.”
Senior Hannah Bruins said
that that level of trust sinks in
more over a student’s tenure at the
school.
“I would say that a majority
of our teachers do leave it in our
hands to not cheat and I think
that by senior year you hear less
about cheating,” said Bruins. “So
I think that with age comes more
trust.”
Principal Jane Kosash emphasized that students taking
holding themselves and each
other to a standard is key. The
school embodies that spirit with
its eight-point code of ethics. The
code was decided on by both students and teachers a little over ten
years ago. The first virtue in that
code happens to be trust.
Kosash noted that she felt it
important the entire school had
collaborated on the code of ethics.
“I think it’s meaningful,” said
Kosash. “It’s something that all of
us at Nerinx aspire to.

Father-Son Rec
Night
From 6:30 p.m. to 9 on
Monday, Feb. 20, the Fathers’
Club will host an evening of
friendly competition and entertainment for dads and sons.
Activities include basketball,
rifling, putting, pool, foosball, fast pitch radar gun, and
a dodgeball tournament (with
prizes!). Snacks and drinks
will be provided. No RSVP is
necessary, but the dodgeball
tournament requires advance
registration—see http://www.
sluh.org/parents/fathersclub/
for more details.
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Halfway around the world: Pardo serves in the Philippines
BY Sam Fentress
REPORTER

A

fter a month in the Philippines for his senior project,
Chris Pardo might say that he had
peeled more vegetables than anyone in the entire senior class.
Pardo spent Dec. 28 to Jan.
28 working in a kitchen in Manila
for a food project called The Blue
Plate, whose goal was to serve
lunch to 4,000 kids in the community every day.
Pardo, whose family is from
the Philippines, lived weekdays
with one set of grandparents, and
drove an hour each week to spend
the weekends with his other set of
grandparents. His commute took
about 15 minutes across the city
of Manila to arrive at his project
site, a kitchen established at At-

eneo University, a local college
that took on the challenge of providing food to hungry kids in the
area.
The program currently deals
with four public schools (grades
one through six) in the area whose
students are often malnourished,
and feeds lunch to as many of the
students as possible. Pardo noted
that the schools sending their kids
to the kitchen were some of the
poorest in the city. Many of the
adults Pardo worked with were
volunteer parents of the students
whose spouses were working elsewhere.
Pardo spent every day in the
kitchen, but did not do a lot of
talking with kids, because they
did not speak English, and Pardo
spoke very little Tagalog, the na-

tive language of Manila.
“I would just say either, ‘I
don’t speak Tagalog,’ or ‘English’,
and they would immediately
know that I didn’t speak their language,” said Pardo.
While Pardo was not working, he spent time meeting other
members of his extended family,
most of whom he had never met,
and some he never even knew he
had.
“Mostly my grandparents
were taking me out to meet my
older relatives who live there, who
I didn’t know about,” said Pardo.
One interesting culture difference Pardo experienced was
the medicine in Manila, something he experienced firsthand.
While he was peeling potatoes
one day, Pardo accidentally slit

Commons move calls for improvisation
(continued from page 1)
all day and is used for many different types of events.
“I’ve been carrying around
paper and pen just to record my
thoughts, knowing that there are
going to be things that are going
to pop up,” he said.
One of the items on Kesterson’s list has been establishing
new routines for the Commons’s
faculty prefects. Because Kesterson could not assign any additional prefects to the Commons, it
became impractical for some previous cafeteria practices, such as
dismissing students table by table,
to be continued in the Commons.
Kesterson said that students
have kept the Commons clean
and responded well to new responsibilities that the new space
requires.

“I think the natural feeling
of being in a new place makes
you more aware of surroundings
and wanting to keep it clean,”
said Kesterson. “Not saying it’s
been perfect, not saying I haven’t
picked up trash here and there.
(But) there hasn’t been anything
thus far from a discipline perspective that’s noteworthy. And I
anticipate that will stay the same.”
A new home, though,
hasn’t straightened out all of
students’
delinquent
habits.
Finding a door to the new concession stand unlocked, one
student stole a cup of soda. Kesterson has added to his list that
those doors need to stay locked.
A few construction details are
still being ironed out, according to
Director of Facilities Joe Rankin.
Because of an issue with the mo-

tors in the originally-installed
electric window shades, a crew
has been working this week to replace them. The handicapped-accessible walkway and replacement
of damaged concrete in front of
the entrance will be completed
in a few weeks. SLUH’s maintenance department has also been
working to remodel a mechanical room adjacent to the servery
to include laundry equipment for
food service and athletics use.
A number of “firsts” remain
ahead for the Commons: it will be
divided in half for the first time on
Thursday to host a theater dinner
and alumni board meeting at the
same time, and the first all-school
Mass will be held next week for
Ash Wednesday.

Mission week planning underway
(continued from page 1)
the great stuff that happened last
year that people remembered, we
kept that, and then we cut the rest
and we improved upon it,” said
Griffard.
There are numerous new
activities that will be fun to participate in and entertaining to
watch. A dodgeball tournament
will occur after school on Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Danis Field
House. On Monday, students can
buy raffle tickets for a chance at
the Crave Case Race on Thursday. Musical Chairs will remain
in the schedule, taking place on
Wednesday. Thursday’s Lumberjack day includes a lot of eating,
starting with a Father-Son pancake breakfast and ending with a
Case Race.
“We pick two kids from each
grade and they get a chance to eat
a Crave Case and the winner will
get the Golden Crave Case,” said
Mathews. A bake sale benefitting
the charities will also occur during the week to provide food for
the hungry student body.
Monday and Friday will be
M Schedules. A portion of Monday’s schedule will be spent talking about the charities so students
know who they are helping by
donating. Betty Tisdale will represent HALO, the freshman charity, to talk about the significance
of student donations.

Friday’s assembly schedule will be set aside for teachers’
performances and activities, including karaoke and some of the
games featured last year.
The STUCO members are
proud to have the first ever Mission Week mixer, which will take
place on Friday evening.
On top of each of the daily
events, STUCO hopes to have additional activities that can be successful without much time.
“We’re just going to have little
things like raffles and other things
going on just to add more money
raising things,” said Mathews.
Mathews also intends to use
the lunch period as a way to receive extra donations. “We are going to have bins for people just to
throw their change in as they leave
the lunch room,” he said.
Griffard thinks that “the crazy music that no one wants to listen to” will influence many to give
to the charities.
This year, Griffard and
Mathews hope to involve more
teachers. Griffard said,“What we
want the teachers, what we want
the student body, what we want
St. Louis to know, is that giving
of your time and your money is
not just for the student body, it’s
for the community of St. Louis U.
High. So we’re trying to incorporate the faculty, the staff, and the
student body all in one.”

Mathews wants to make sure
everyone knows what is happening so time does not have to be
wasted getting the word out to
people.
“We’re going to get things
out through the Prep News and
through trailers so we don’t have
to use an activity period to do
that but we can use an activity period to raise more money instead
of just informing people,” said
Mathews.
If students cannot attend the
activities, there are still numerous ways to give. Mission Week
apparel is available to be bought
through order forms. Items include t-shirts, snap back caps,
navy or grey sweatshirts, and navy
or gray sweatpants. Also, students
may pay five dollars per day for a
dress down day every day of the
week.
Griffard is counting on a
successful Mission Week, and he
hopes that all the planning will
pay off. “I know that they want to
give and they want to have fun,
and so getting the word out, however possible, will be the best,” he
said.
Mathews and Griffard both
hope that the entire school, including the student body, the faculty, and the staff, will generously
support the charities.

his finger. He went into another
room to find a band-aid, but instead met a volunteer at the kitchen rush up to him with a handful of herbs, trying to convince
Pardo that inserting them into
the wounds would work just fine.
Pardo was surprised at the lack of
modernity.
“I would have never expected
for somebody to do that, being a
part of a program for a university,”
said Pardo.
Pardo also noted that the
running water in the city was
questionable, but not necessarily
surprising.
“One thing that was iffy
was the water that you get from
the faucet, but that’s common in
third-world countries,” said Pardo, explaining that dirty air and
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pollution in the city were also a
major problem, as opposed to the
countryside, where the air was
not surprisingly, much fresher
and cleaner.
Pardo is worn out from his
from his experience, but is grateful and very glad to have spent his
time there.
“I probably regret not being
entirely open to the new experience, but I would definitely try to
go back and do more and try to
help out more and immerse myself into their culture,” said Pardo.
He expects to go back to the
Philippines, but not in the near
future.

Reflection: kindergarden
from the other side
(continued from page 3)
take Will to the principal’s office
for congratulations. As we walked
down the hallway, I looked at
Will and saw the biggest smile on
his face. I asked him why he was
so awesome today. He replied,
“I wanted to make you and my
mama and my daddy proud today.”
There it was—in my eyes,
Will the troublemaker, Will the
burden was gone. And as proud
as he looked to be holding the
“Awesome Job!” certificate he got,
I was even happier than he was. I
gave him a high-five, and he went
in for the hug. I hugged back. And
this time, it was me that didn’t
want to leave him.
There were other moments
during my time at St. Cecilia’s
that stuck with me, and really
highlighted the adjustment that
I would have to make going into
this new environment. A few days
in, my car broke down, and I had
to call AAA to tow it away. Many
of my kindergarteners were out
on the blacktop for after-care,
and naturally they were crowded
around watching.
“Joe! What are they doing to
your car?” asked Isabella. I explained to her that they were taking it away because it didn’t work
anymore. Isabella started crying.
She thought that I wouldn’t be
able to come back if they took
my car away. I had trouble connecting with her at that time,
since my first reaction was shock
that something that simple could
drive them to tears. But slowly, I
brought myself down to their level emotionally. Nearly every P.E.
class would end in somebody crying because they got pushed over,
almost always by accident. But
they didn’t know any better.
Isabella also was one of the
people I pinpointed as instigators
of the madness in the classroom.
On the very last day, I was helping
with Centers, where they would

go around the room to various
stations and play games or do
puzzles. Isabella had gotten up
and started pushing Will. I went
over to her, and said very firmly,
“Isabella. Sit down.”
But apparently, I said it too
firmly—Isabella did sit down, but
she also put her head on her desk
and started sobbing. I went over
to her, and asked what was wrong.
“You screamed at me!” she said.
I didn’t think that I screamed
at her. I just thought that I talked
very firmly. It gutted me. I’m not
naturally an assertive or commanding person, and had been
really uncomfortable almost sharing that role with Mrs. Raymond
over those four weeks. And for
me to end it like that—the last image that Isabella would have of me
would be big, bad Joe, towering
over her, screaming at her to sit
down. I hated that thought. I hate
being the bad guy, and the last
thing I wanted to do over project
was make a little girl cry. I probably felt worse than she did, for she
stopped crying when Raul came
over and started tickling her, but
I felt horrible all day. I loved being
their friend, the one that played
with them at recess, and really
didn’t want to fill any other role.
Going into Project, I had this
false vision that there would be a
handful of profound, transformational experiences that made the
whole project worthwhile—getting somebody to come out of
their shell, or teaching somebody
to read. Aside from Will’s certificate, I didn’t have any of those. I
didn’t do anything revolutionary
or ordinary. I was just the one
that my kindergardeners could
hug when they were crying, the
one that helped calm them down,
and the one that read to them.
But the difference that I made in
their lives through those things,
no matter how small they are, is
enough for me.

Mission Week Apparel
STUCO will be extending the deadline for Mission Week apparel to Tuesday, February 21. The clothes include a SLUH-themed
crew sweatshirt, t-shirt, sweatpants and snapback cap. Order forms
should be turned in to Mr. Kesterson.
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Basketball continues MCC skid, loses heartbreaker to CBC
photo | Ben Banet
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E

very sports fan can attest that
in every season of every sport,
adversity will factor into how the
season might play out. But athletes refuse to acknowledge such
adversity as an excuse if things
don’t go according to plan.
This past week, at the end of
the season, the St. Louis U. High
basketball team (12-13, 0-7 MCC)
dropped a heartbreaking 68-65
loss to rival CBC on Friday night
before falling 50-42 to Vianney on
Tuesday night.
These losses added to a season full of obstacles for the Jr.
Bills, from senior guard Jeff Mayberger’s season-ending knee injury, senior center Daniel Schmidt’s
four-game absence with a slight
ankle fracture, and particularly
strong Metro Catholic Conference competition, especially from
rivals DeSmet, Vianney, and CBC.
But head coach John Ross
believes the team has performed
admirably in the wake of the season’s struggles, especially when
role players like senior forward
Jack Kelley have had to step in for
Mayberger and Schmidt.
“Obviously losing Jeffrey early on hurt us and guys had to step
into new roles,” said Ross. “But
now you lose your starting center,
and now other guys have to step
up into that role as well. Jack has
definitely been one that’s filled in
both defensively and in things he’s
done offensively; he has really elevated his game—as a lot of guys
have.”
Friday night’s matchup ver-

Senior Jack Kelley goes for a layup past Vianney defenders.

sus the Cadets had all the makings of the Jr. Bills’ first MCC win
in two years and just their third
conference win in 28 games, but

the basketball gods wouldn’t have
it so.
Leading for much of the
game, SLUH saw the six-point

lead it took into the third quarter
turn into a three-point deficit by
the time the buzzer sounded.
The game’s turning point
came when the teams were tied
with just six seconds left and
CBC’s Rob Hamilton grazed his
foot over junior Zach Greiner’s
head after Greiner had been
knocked down on a foul. The act
seemed to be an intentional kick,
and Hamilton successfully agitated SLUH enough to draw Ross
to plead with the refs for some
punishment. Ross subsequently
got a technical foul for leaving
the bench. CBC made both free
throw attempts after the Jr. Bills
missed theirs and went on to win
68-65.
“Everything went wrong that
could’ve gone wrong,” said senior
guard Matt Clark. “But in our
heads, we feel that we won.”
The Jr. Bills have reason to
be proud of the game, as for the
first time since a Jan. 21 victory
against St. Mary’s they shot 50
percent from the field, thanks in
large part to sophomore guard
Austin Sottile’s 23 points on eight
of 12 shooting.
Kelley also was a key contributor, registering a double-double
with 18 points and 11 rebounds.
On Tuesday night SLUH
hosted Vianney, currently the No.
2 team in Missouri according to
ESPN.com. Still without Schmidt,
SLUH kept Vianney honest in the
paint for much of the first quarter despite the Griffins’ significant
height advantage, forcing them to
rely on the three early on.
Unfortunately for the Jr. Bills
though, Vianney came prepared

High hopes for wrestling season crash at District meet
BY Clark
REPORTER

T

DeWoskin

his weekend’s District tournament brought a sobering
end to what had been an exciting season for the Jr. Bill wrestlers. St. Louis U. High failed to
advance any wrestlers to state as
three wrestlers, including seniors
Will Whitney and Nick Danter,
advanced to the qualifying round
but were unable to come away
with a win.
“It’s a tough district from
top to bottom,” said coach Jon
Ott. “There’s no easy (weight)
classes, but I thought we would
have between one and four qualifiers. They were right there, some
things just didn’t go our way.
That’s all I can say.”
When wrestling concluded
last Friday, most wrestlers remained in the running, but for
some, the season had already
come to a close. Both junior Sam
Wilhelm (220) and senior Joe
Mungenast (170) were unable
to finish out the tournament because of concussions. Mungenast
was once again plagued by the recurring symptoms he has experienced this year.
Wilhelm sustained the injury while leading the match that
would have sent him to State. As
both wrestlers neared the edge of
the mat, Wilhelm’s opponent attempted a throw that landed the
220-pounder face first in the tile
floor.
“I saw the floor race towards
my head. My face hurt, that’s all
I knew. Going into Lindbergh
on Friday and leaving in an am-

bulance never went through my
mind,” said Wilhelm. “All I wanted to do was get up and wrestle
but they told me I was done for
the season.”
All wrestlers had fallen into
the wrestleback bracket by Saturday, where a second loss would
eliminate them from the tourney.
Danter and Whitney had each lost
quarterfinals matches, after early
wins, which could have guaranteed them both a spot at the State
tourney.
“Losing the quarterfinal
match was huge for Will and
Nick. They made it a lot harder for
themselves to qualify,” said Ott.
The first two rounds on Saturday, the second and third wrestleback rounds, saw hopes of state
vanish for all but three wrestlers.
Sophomore 132 Jim Onder, along
with Danter and Whitney advanced to the fourth wrestleback
round with a pair of wins Saturday. Another could have sent
them to State and given them a
shot at third place in the district.
Onder lost a tough match,
getting pinned in the second period, but as a sophomore, two wins
at Districts is nothing to be taken
lightly.
“I had some good matches
and I came close,” said Onder.
“But when it came down to it I just
didn’t have it in that last match.”
Danter and Whitney each
knew going in that their qualifying match could end not only
their season, and their SLUH
wrestling careers.
“I knew I had to leave it all
out there,” said Danter.

Andrew Danter, ’10, a State
qualifier himself, could be seen
warming his younger brother
up before the match, and was at
the edge of the mat as the match
played out.
“It was close until he got
those three back points. As time
winded down, I knew I needed to
put him on his back,” said Danter,
“but I was only able to get a reversal.”
The reversal wouldn’t be
enough, and Danter lost by decision.
Even before Danter’s match
concluded, Whitney had begun
to wrestle his Seckman opponent
on the adjacent mat. It remained
close, though Whitney gave up a
few points throughout the course
of the match. A reversal with seconds left brought the score within
two, but again wasn’t enough.
“I felt good on my feet,” said
Whitney, “but I couldn’t escape
on bottom which really hurt me.
I wrestled my toughest, it just
wasn’t enough.”
Coach Sean O’Brien commented on the intensity of both
seniors wrestling simultaneously
in what turned out to be the final
matches of their SLUH careers.
“It doubled the emotion,” he
said. “You could see both of them
working hard and both struggling. Will couldn’t get the escape
when he needed one, Nick too. I
think they wrestled as well as they
could but tough breaks, shots they
couldn’t finish, that makes a big
difference.”
Whitney was the only Jr. Bill
wrestler to qualify for State last

season, and was only a part of the
high hopes the team had coming
into Districts.
“I was confident about a lot
of guys,” said O’Brien, “but Joe
goes out, Wilhelm leaves on a
stretcher, what can you do?”
Though the underclassmen
were unable to come up with any
heroics, they did gain valuable
experience at Districts—not only
Onder and other sophomores but
all the younger wrestlers.
“I have no regrets,” said
sophomore Joe Reichold (126). “I
wrestled back as hard as I could.
Unfortunately some scrambles
just didn’t turn out for me.”
Reichold, along with fellow
sophomores Sean Mulligan (120)
and Brandon Bollinger (113),
failed to advance past the third
round of wrestlebacks. Freshman
Connor Arroyo (106) also came
up short of qualifying.
“Some of the underclassmen
were surprising,” said Danter.
“Onder did well, Wilhelm was on
his way to qualifying. All the guys
gave it a good shot.”
Though not the fairytale
ending the Wrasslebills had been
hoping for, their performance at
the District tournament, as well
as throughout the season, seems
to point the Jr. Bills in the right direction as the wrestling program
continues to grow. Their 10-3 dual
meet record was the best Ott can
remember to date. Despite the
final outcome at Districts, the Jr.
Bills have nothing to be ashamed
of this season as a team.

to shoot and jumped out to an
eight-point lead by the end of the
first quarter.
SLUH couldn’t bounce back
despite a strong second half led
by Clark, who notched 17 points
in the game, and a defensive effort
that held Vianney to a season-low
50 points. But the Griffins still
managed to find a way to beat
SLUH by eight points, 50-42.
“Vianney can beat you inside, they can beat you outside,”
said Ross. “That’s why they’re 231. They run a very rigid offense.
They’re difficult to defend.”
With the loss to Vianney,
SLUH’s last chance for a regular
season MCC win comes as the
Jr. Bills welcome back Schmidt
at Chaminade for a 7:00 Friday
night matchup.
District playoffs then start on
Monday afternoon at 2:00 when
SLUH again takes on Chaminade,
this time at the Danis Field House.
“We’re going to win against
Chaminade on Monday,” guaranteed senior guard LJ Hernandez.
“After we beat them on Friday,” he added.
Hernandez and the rest of
the Jr. Bills have plenty of reason
to believe they can defeat Chaminade, as they lost just 64-57 in the
teams’ first meeting but are now
healthy and playing better basketball.
And who knows, maybe a
district title run is near. As we
learned from the Cardinals this
year, no team is ever fully out of
the race.

Underclassmen
Sports Updates
JV Racquetball
JV 1-1 Racquetball
2/13 vs. DeSmet
W 4-1
Record: 4-1

JV 1-2 Racquetball
2/14 vs. Chaminade W 5-0
Record: 4-6
JV 2-1 Racquetball
2/7 vs. Chaminade W 4-1
Record: 8-1
JV 2-2 Racquetball
2/7 vs. Chaminade L 3-2
Record: 3-7
—Thomas Riganti

JV Hockey

JV Hockey
2/12 vs. Francis Howell W 12-2
—Jack Robinson
JV-D Hockey
February 11
3-2 vs. JV Northwest
February 12
3-0 vs. Fox
—Sam Fentress

B-Basketball
Friday Feb. 10
Loss to CBC
Score: 52-48

Tuesday Feb. 14
Loss to Vianney
Score: 56-45
Notes: David Schmelter’s 11 points
led the B squad to a great first
half but despite a late push and a
desperation shot by Dan Evans in the
final seconds, the Griffins still came
out on top.
—Tim Lally
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Hockey corrals Mustangs, advances to semifinals against Oakville
BY Justin
REPORTER
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Sinay

T

he quest for St. Louis U.
High’s first Mid-States hockey title was in full force this past
week as the Jr. Bills squashed any
hopes of an upset when they faced
off against Marquette in the Challenge Cup quarterfinals, winning
the first game 6-4 and the second
5-1.
In the first game, the Jr. Bills
jumped out to a quick lead on
goals from junior defenseman Peter Hummel and senior forward
Dan Warnecke. Marquette got a
goal back late in the first period,
but junior forward Chase Berger
scored seven seconds later to extend the lead back to two goals.
After Marquette had cut the
lead down to one again, Warnecke netted his second goal and
fellow senior Trent Lulow added
another. Junior Stephen Lordo
also tallied a goal.
The game was never as close
as it seemed, as the Jr. Bills peppered the Marquette goalie with
shot after shot and came out on
top 6-4. The final shot tally was
35-10 in favor of the Jr. Bills.
Despite a goal from sophomore forward Christian Hoffmeister less than four minutes
into the game, the Jr. Bills were
slow from the start in the second
game.
Head coach Charlie Busen-

Senior goalie Thomas Place snags a shot in a SLUH win over Marquette. The win advances SLUH to the semifinals.

hart said, “Marquette wasn’t very
aggressive towards the puck, we
sort of dominated things in the
first game. As a result, our guys
became a little complacent.”
Marquette tied the game
up before the end of the first period, and the Jr. Bills seemed to
be treading in dangerous waters

until junior forward Nick Walters
continued his playoff hot streak
by scoring on a breakaway midway through the second period.
Busenhart said, “We were
playing fancy hockey instead of
fundamental hockey. Moving the
puck and short passes is what was
needed. When we made the ad-

justment, it showed.”
Walters then added yet another goal, his fourth of the playoffs, and Warnecke added a pair
as well, sealing the Bills’ semifinal
fate.
Walters
said,
“Thomas
(Place) had an amazing series,
our forwards scored, and our D
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did their job.”
The top four seeds have all
earned a spot in the semifinals.
SLUH will soon face off against
the No. 3 seed, the Oakville Tigers. CBC will take on Chaminade
in the other semifinal matchup.
The Jr. Bills lost to the Tigers in the Pre-Season Top Hat at
Webster in a shootout. The Jr. Bills
later avenged their loss with a 7-3
thumping of Oakville in their regular season meeting.
Junior Tommy Croghan
said, “We had some good opportunities, and good shots. We just
couldn’t put the puck in the back
of the net in that first meeting.”
Busenhart added, “We have
to cut down on the amount of
penalties we take, even though
our penalty kill is among the best
in the league. You don’t want to
be killing penalties against a good
team like Oakville. We’ve also
gotta come out early and strong.”
Both of the semifinal games
will be played at the Hardees Ice
Plex in Chesterfield, Thursday at
6:40 and Saturday at 8:30.
Walters said, “It feels great to
be in the semis, but we’re not satisfied until we win the last game
of the season.”
The Challenge Cup final will
be played on March 7.

Rifle returns to Highland,
Undefeated racquetball approaches State
triple threat of undefeated play- we can do well at State. After that
attracts Jr. Olympic attention Fritz Simmon
ers. Junior Lorenzo Crim, senior we have some bigger fish to fry,
BY
REPORTER

BY David
REPORTER

T

Ayeke

he Riflebills returned to the
Highland Gun Club Saturday,
Feb. 11 to qualify for the Junior
International Air Rifle Sectional,
where top high school teams
from around the world compete.
The two-hour all-standing match
would decide which teams from
both Missouri and Illinois would
compete at the national level.
Four juniors and five freshmen competed in three teams for
the sectional. Traditionally, the
varsity team has topped the list in
the competition, often getting invited to the national competition
in the summer.
Hoping to continue their
undefeated season, juniors Matt
Rudolf, Ian Stroube, and Luke
Brooks expected to excel in this
match based on their success at
Streator, where they finished first
out of four teams and Stroube became the Illinois State Champion.
“We expected it to be an easy
match,” said Brooks. “Our last
standing match was 60 shots. This
one was only 40.”
Coach Will Breshnahan

thought the match could not have
been better for Rudolf.
“Matt shot a perfect 100 at
the match, which is a nearly impossible score for a high school
junior, and his total score was the
best of the team,” said Bresnahan.
In addition, Rudolf, who shot
just two points behind Stroube at
the Streator match, was invited
to Colorado to train along with
Stroube and the best athletes in
the country for the Junior Olympics.
“It was a great day” said Rudolf. “I shot better than I have before, and I hope to improve even
more at the Junior Olympics.”
The freshman rifle team also
shot exceptionally well. Of the
five freshmen who went to Highland, Matt Bates, Tom Lally, Chip
Alfaro, and Brennan McFarland
earned freshman “C” letters.
“It’s great to see everyone’s
scores increase every week,” said
Alfaro. “Everyone’s becoming
great shooters. Rifle is an enduring sport, and we’re all excited
about sending Matt and Ian to the
junior Olympics.”

T

he undefeated St. Louis U.
High racquetball team hopes
to defend its title this Saturday at
the State tournament. SLUH has
won eight out of the past 17 titles
and plans on adding one more
this weekend.
Seniors Luke Hagerty and
Ryan Shea, SLUH’s 9-1 doubles
team, hope to win their first State
title. Their toughest opponent
will be Parkway West’s doubles
team. Considering how far their
game has progressed this season,
Hagerty and Shea have an especially good shot at winning.
Junior A.J. Cirillo is also 9-1,
and his toughest competition will
be Parkway West’s No. 6 seed.
Cirillo is 2-1 against him on the
season.
After Cirillo comes SLUH’s

Jack Mohrmann, and senior Fritz
Simmon look to keep their perfect seasons intact on Saturday.
This will be Mohrmann’s and
Simmon’s second chance to win a
State title and Crim’s first attempt.
Crim says, “I have been practicing everyday, and I am ready
for this weekend. I think we
should be able to do very well.”
The tournament will culminate with seniors Rob Laurentius
and Joe Koch battling their way
to the top spot on the platform.
Laurentius is 8-2 on the season
and might run into some difficult
matches late in the tournament.
This will also be Laurentius’s
chance to defend his State title.
Koch is 9-0 and looks to get his
tenth win and first State title.
Koch said, “As a team I think

namely Beaverton, Oregon City,
and Sprague at Nationals. That
is what I am looking forward to
most.”
For the seniors, this weekend
means a lot. For Mohrmann, Simmon, Laurentius, and Koch, this
tournament represents a second
chance to win the State title. They
have been through State before,
but know what to expect this time
around and how to prepare.
Head coach Joe Koestner
said, “It is a grueling day with
match after match. We are hoping to sweep all the seeds like the
team three years ago did.”
The State tournament is Saturday at Vetta Concord beginning
at 7 a.m.

Football captains elected

photo | Joe Kreienkamp

In next week’s Prep News
U.S. Soccer schedule affects SLUH
Last week, the U.S. Soccer Development Academy
adopted a 10-month schedule that overlaps the high
school soccer season. The change of schedule will
affect a few SLUH soccer players next year and their
decisions to play for SLUH. Check out next week’s
Juniors (from left) Andy Riek, Alec Abeln, Alex Mackin, Matt Hinkebein, and Nick Granberry (not
pictured) will take the field on Friday nights next year as captains of the 2012 St. Louis U. High football
team. The captains were selected by their teammates and announced after school on Monday.

8
Michael Michler: the voice of St. Louis Soccer
OREGON TRAIL
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Junior Michael Michler at the microphone of St. Louis United Soccer show.
BY Jack Witthaus
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he intro music blares and then the
announcer's voice breaks over the
music.
“Hey, welcome back to the St.
Louis United Soccer show on 590 The
Fan, KFNS. I'm Tom Schwarz sitting
in with Bill McDermott and Mike the
Intern.”
“Here, here,” junior Michael Michler chirps, his segment just about to
begin.
After playing a quip from Sir Alex
Ferguson, head coach of Manchester
United, Schwarz asks Michler to break
down the Man U. game. Confidently,
Michler begins his analysis with a
Wayne Rooney head ball. His segment
lasts around five minutes.
However, Michler stays on for
the entire show, occasionally offering
his insight. At the end of the show,
Michler wraps up the hour-long program with the O'B Clark's Game of
the Week segment.
Starting in January, “Intern Mike”

Michler began co-hosting the St. Louis United Soccer Show on KFNS on
Saturday mornings at 10 a.m.
Michler started on the air in August. His father, Tom Michler, runs his
own show, Mind Games, on KFNS on
Saturday mornings at 9 a.m.
“(My dad) got the show really for
his business to try to promote that,”
Michler said. “He’s a family counselor
(with Johnson & Michler). … He was
looking to transition more into sports
psychology.”
Tom Michler knew KFNS radio
host Tom Schwarz through the community outreach program New Dimensions Soccer and through watching soccer games with him at O'B
Clark's, a St. Louis soccer hangout.
Michler felt his son could benefit
from doing a two-minute soccer segment on the show. At first, Michael's
segments were taped. However, starting in September, he finally went live.
“That was nerve-racking actually,” Michler said. “I was going to go on
live earlier, but I had soccer practices
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on Saturday mornings … so I was just
recording (my broadcasts) and sending them into the studio. I was pretty
content with that because I could record them as many times as I wanted.”
As Michler became more comfortable around the mic, Schwarz decided to start his own soccer program
with Michler on it.
“I thought he did well enough on
air to do a soccer show,” Schwarz said.
“He’s a smart guy and real quick.”
The St. Louis United Soccer Show
finally got its start on Jan. 1. Interestingly, before every show, father hands
the mic off to son.
“We wave to each other,” Michael
said. “I’m waiting for his show to end
and mine to begin. He steps out of the
studio and I get to walk in and it’s always really cool. He says, 'Good luck.'
It’s a really cool father-son moment.”
The St. Louis United Soccer show
has aired six one-hour shows already,
with Michler doing a five- and eightminute broadcast for each show.
“When people did listen they said
they liked it,” Michler said. “I thought
that was common courtesy. A lot of
family members listened to it. ... If my
friends were ever up for some reason
in the morning, they would listen and
they told me they enjoyed it.”
The show bills itself as the leader
of worldwide soccer coverage for St.
Louis. Although it only has 18 followers for its Twitter account, Michler remains optimistic for the show’s future.
“St. Louis is really a hotbed for
soccer in the United States,” Michler
said. “We feel like once the word gets
out, we could have a pretty popular
show if we run everything right and
all goes well.”
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Thursday, February 16

Schedule R
V Wrestling @ State Championship @ Mizzou Arena
AP
Southeast Missouri State University—M115
Sophomore Class Mass
Sustainability Committee Meeting
Snack—Bosco Sticks
6pm
Dinner Theater
7:30pm Dauphin Players Production
Lunch Special—Papa Johns Pizza
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan

Friday, February 17
Faculty In-Service—No Classes
5:30pm B Basketball @ Chaminade
7pm
V Basketball @ Chaminade
7:30pm Dauphin Players Production

No Classes

Saturday, February 18
Grade School Math Contest
7:30pm Dauphin Players Production

Sunday, February 19
12pm
KEEN
2pm
Dauphin Players Production
7:30pm Dauphin Players Production

Monday, February 20
President’s Day—No Classes
11am District Basketball Tournament

Tuesday, February 21
Faculty/Staff Mardi Gras Breakfast
8:50am Calendar Meeting
AP
Rosary
Snack—Curly Fries
Lunch Special—Flatbread Pizza
Healthy—Savory Chicken Breast

No Classes

Schedule L

Wednesday, February 22

Schedule M
Ash Wednesday—Formal Attire
8:15am
Adoration
AP
Snack—Tornados
5pm
District Basketball Semifinals
Lunch Special—Meatless Pasta with Cheese Garlic Bread
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan

Thursday, February 23
Mix-It-Up Lunch
Challenge Cup Semifinal (V Hockey)
AP	
Junior Class Meeting
Sustainability Committee Meeting
Snack—Chili Cheese Nachos
5pm
District Basketball Semifinals
6:30pm Class of 2016 Orientation
Lunch Special—Chicken Strips
Healthy—Baked Mostaciolli

Friday, February 24
Freshman Retreat
AP
Snack—Sweet Pretzels
7pm
District Basketball Final

Schedule R

Schedule H

PN Hockey Bracket Challenge

Leaderboard:
Top 10 Brackets

66 Jonathan Bartolone (perfect)
60 Jack Witthaus
60 Jack Sellman
60 Tim Hof
60 Brendan McEnery
58 Luke Horner
54 Cole Guignon
54 Jim Worthlin
54 Stephen Nelson
52 Brendan Walters

Correction

In last week’s issue of the Prep News, a
graph accompanying an article about the
admitted class of 2016 incorrectly stated
that SLUH was currently 84% Catholic. In
fact, SLUH’s current student body is 92%
Catholic.

