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Student panel explores
academic integrity policies

A

cademic integrity has entered the forefront of debate
at St. Louis U. High, as teachers
and administrators have been
meeting and discussing potential
policies that could reduce occurrences of cheating and improve
overall academic honesty.
Last week, the Prep News explored the honor codes in place
at six different high schools, and
their effect on the academic integrity of their students. To spark
further discussion on this topic,
the Prep News assembled a panel
of six students after school Tuesday to generate debate and suggestions about potential changes
to academic honesty policies.
Panelists were presented with
last week’s Prep News article detailing academic honesty policies
from six different schools, and
were asked to respond with their
thoughts about the possible adaptation of an honor code at SLUH.

Initially, students were skeptical,
stating that an honor code by itself would not be a successful tool
to reduce cheating and could be
easily ignored.
“I don’t know that saying you
have an official honor code is going to do anything to lessen the
burden or occurrences of cheating,” said senior Matt Schoelch.
Senior Tom Blood thought
that top-down approaches to
combat cheating, such as a schoolwide adaptation of an honor code,
could lead to the code quickly becoming overexposed and void of
meaning. According to Blood,
some students would naturally
rebel against a new code, not because of disagreements with it but
out of rebellion against what they
would see as a new form of authority over them.
“If there was a new honor
code put into place, there would
be some cynical, like-minded individuals who would find ways
continued on page 5

Hockey triumphs in first semifinal contest
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SLUH is making a major effort to encourage sustainibility by removing
trash cans around the school. It is hoped this will encourage recycling.

T

rash bins disappeared from
the classrooms this week,
part of an effort aimed at reducing trash.
“The overall plan is to reduce
the amount of trash that we generate and increase the amount of
recycling,” says science teacher
and Sustainability Committee
member Bill Anderson.
History teacher and Sustainability Committee chair Anne
Marie Lodholz decided to remove
the trash cans after observing
the effects of doing so in other
schools. “This is an idea that other
schools and universities around
the country have tried when re-

ducing waste and increasing recycling, and what they have found is
that by making it easier to recycle
and by concentrating trash and
recycling receptacles in the hallways—so by making it a couple
extra steps to take things to the
trash—people are more conscious
of recycling,” says Lodholz.
Some teachers experimented
with the idea, including history
teacher Tom Zinselmeyer. The
trash found in the bins was “usually plastic bottles, like Gatorade
bottles and water bottles,” says
Lodholz.
The removal of the bins was
a surprise to the faculty and students alike.
“It’s our responsibility to get
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5-3 victory over
Oakville last night
BY Justin
REPORTER

Sinay

L

ast night the St. Louis U. High
varsity hockey team came
away with a crucial 5-3 victory
against the Oakville Tigers in the
first game of the Challenge Cup
semifinals.
The Jr. Bills started strong
with many scoring opportunities,
but Oakville shocked the entire
Ice Plex by scoring the first goal,
a rebound into a wide-open net
just under three minutes into the
game.
This early goal didn't seem
to faze the Jr. Bills, as they continued to barrage the Tiger goalie
with shot after shot. The Tigers’
goalie repeatedly came up with
big saves, but the Jr. Bills finally
got one through with 2:22 left in
the first period from senior Jack
Fogarty, who caught the rebound
and buried it, knotting the game
at one.
The Jr. Bills' power play unit

Vanishing trash cans to encourage recycling

BY Joe Kreienkamp
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“If nothing else, value the truth”

News

that message out of what we’re
trying and I think in this case
we may have leapt before we sent
out the message, but you learn,
and you try to get everybody on
board. I think there’s been some
confusion and I hope that that’s
going to go away shortly,” said
Anderson.
Though the trash cans were
removed, the recycling bins will
remain in the rooms. Most trash
in the classroom can be recycled.
“Basically the idea is to make
it slightly more difficult to throw
trash away and significantly easier
to do the recycling,” said science
teacher Bill Anderson.
Students will have to carry
their trash with them until they
pass a central location, where they
can dispose of the real trash.
According to Anderson, “If
we keep the trash in central locations, where you have to consciously make that effort to get
it in the trash, hopefully there is
less of it once you take the time
to think about what you have to
recycle, and get that into recycle
bins.”
Students may have to carry
their tissues in their pockets until they reach a trash can, but for
those who usually throw away
water bottles, they will realize that
continued on page 2

Junior center Chase Berger gears up before a shot. Berger scored the goahead goal in SLUH’s 5-3 victory.

was playing as well as they had
all season, scoring two goals with
a man up. Just 14 seconds after
an Oakville player was sent to
the box for head contact, senior
Joey Luongo notched a goal of his
own on an assist from senior Tim
Coleman (with his taped white
gloves) and junior Chase Berger.
Luongo said, “Our power
play has been really hot lately, and
it felt great to get a nice goal in

front of this big crowd.”
The Jr. Bills held a 12-7 advantage in shots at the end of the
first period.
In the second period,
Oakville struck quickly yet again
just after the Jr. Bills had successfully killed a power play, with a
wraparound goal that found its
way past senior goalie Thomas
Place. It took SLUH another
continued on page 5

Feature

No stairs: A look at SLUH’s
wheelchair accessibility
BY John Webb
CORE STAFF

I

magine navigating St. Louis
U. High’s campus without being able to use a single stair. But
then don’t imagine it. If you were
in a wheelchair, this is what you
would have to do.
I set out last Monday trying
to write a feature on how wheelchair-accessible SLUH’s campus
was. I had hoped that the new
wheelchair ramp and elevator
might provide me with a window
to do so. By Tuesday afternoon I
had talked to Director of Facilities
Joe Rankin and two of my classmates who had to use SLUH’s
elevator system while they were
injured, but I still felt that something was missing. Mr. Missey
suggested that to get more of a
firsthand perspective, I should
travel the building for a few days
as if I were in a wheelchair. I
jumped at the chance, hoping that
it would be the angle I was looking for.
After getting approval from
Mr. Kesterson and informing my
teachers that I might be a little late
for their classes, I carried out the
plan last Wednesday, Thursday,

and this past Tuesday. I spent last
Tuesday night reviewing my route
in a thought experiment, pouring
over the details. I was looking forward to seeing how it went, thinking of it as the first sort of press
pass that I had ever gotten reporting for the Prep News.
But as I set out for school
Wednesday morning I would be
lying if I said I wasn’t a little nervous. I had toyed with the idea of
calling it off altogether. I had embraced thinking about it the night
before because it was, after all,
only thinking. Actually carrying
it out was a different matter. Chief
amongst my fears, real or imagined, was that a teacher would
see me riding the elevators and
give me a demerit. I had a note,
but that still didn’t stop me from
worrying.
I got dropped off at the turnaround and, imagining the wheelchair ramp’s construction was
finished, snaked around through
the basement to the science wing
elevator, bypassing the new elevator that only went up to the freshman hallway. Since my last name
is near the end of the alphabet, my
continued on page 7
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A

fter winning both the St.
Louis U. High and the local
Poetry Out Loud competitions,
senior Will Edwards has his eyes
set on the state competition coming up on March 21 in Jefferson
City.
Poetry Out Loud is a nationwide competition in which high
school students memorize and recite poems. The club, moderated
by English teacher Chuck Hussung, had SLUH’s competition in
early December, and since then
Edwards has been on the road to
the State meet.
Edwards’s victory in December was with the poem “Author’s
Prayer” by Ilya Kaminsky. He was
surprised to find that he had won,
believing that sophomore Tom
Fields had beaten him with his
performance.
“I thought (he) absolutely
crushed me … (he had a) great
performance,” said Edwards.
After the competition, Edwards began to prepare for the
local meet, which required him to
chose three new poems: one under 25 lines, another from before
the 20th century, and one of his
choice.
Edwards chose “Mezzo
Cammin” by Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, “Chicago” by Carl
Sandberg, and “The Children of
the Poor” by Gwendolyn Brooks
by going through a list of possibilities and slowly narrowing it
down.
“I basically went on the website and pretty much read through
every single poem … and if something in the poem called to me I
just put in a bookmark,” said Edwards.
After narrowing it down to
three, Edwards was all set to begin.

REPORTER

O

Senior Will Edwards performs at the local Poetry Out Loud competition.

Just before the local competition, it looked as if Edwards
wouldn’t do well after being hospitalized and then recovering for
a week. He quickly made up for
the time lost, though, and claimed
victory.
Edwards has observed,
judged, and competed in competition since he was a freshman,
and credits his success to Hussung, Kathryn Whitaker, and his
poetry teacher Terry Quinn.
“He’s been interested and involved,” said Hussung.
In the next few weeks, Edwards plans to work hard on the
poems by practicing every day
and saying the poems quickly in

his head if one of them pops into
his mind.
Because of his success in the
local meet, Edwards decided to
stick with the three poems that
he recited earlier, working on accuracy, his voice, and an understanding of the poem.
“If you don’t understand the
poem … you can’t make the audience understand it. They don’t
know the poem like you do,” said
Edwards.
Edwards hopes that his recitation of the poems will win him
a spot in nationals.
“I feel good about it. … He’s a
strong competitor,” said Hussung.

Iyer leads nascent Electronic and Dance
Music Enthusiasts Club, hopes to expand

I

t was Sunday morning and
I was extremely bored,” said
sophomore Sidarth Iyer of the
conditions that sparked his part
in founding the St. Louis U. High
Electronic and Dance Music Enthusiasts Club.
Iyer is the president and cofounder of the new club, which
plans to encourage SLUH students to express their passion for
music from the electronic and
dance genres.
A discussion began that Sunday between Iyer and sophomore
John Lauer about their shared
passion for electronic music that
led to an exchange of music. After
about a half-hour of sharing their
common interest, Iyer had a realization.
“I asked him, ‘Do you think

Speech team advances to
finals, eleven qualify
Joel Ocampo

New Club Spotlight

BY Adam Thorp
CORE STAFF
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other kids from SLUH do this
stuff? Do you think other kids at
school like electronic dance music?’ and (Lauer) said, ‘Yeah, I
guess,’ and then I said, ‘We should
start a club.’”
This
estimation
would
quickly be vindicated. Only a few
minutes after Iyer set up the club
as a group on Facebook, several
people had asked him to join the
group. The club grew to 30 members with no more publicity than
the Facebook news feed.
Currently, the club still operates mainly online. Students exchange music over the Facebook
group, write reviews, and vote on
a song of the day. The sizes of the
genres the club has selected as its
purview give the group plenty of
ground to cover.
“(The club is) for anyone who
has interest or appreciation for
any music that falls in the basic

Subscribe online:
sluh.org/prepnews

genres of dance and electronic
music,” said Iyer. “Those are really broad categories, so it’s anything from old school House and
Trance to modern Dub Step. It’s
really varied.”
The club plans to expand its
activities outside the digital domain, and hopes to help STUCO
by bringing its members’ unique
skills to mixer music planning.
According to Iyer, they might
be able to augment some future
roster of Mission Week activities by setting up a concert with
a laptop and some speakers. The
club hopes also to publish reviews
of new releases in a school-wide
publication.
Iyer’s immediate priority is
to expand and diversify the club’s
membership, which currently includes only one freshman.

@sluhprepnews

n Sunday, Feb. 12, the St.
Louis U. High speech team
participated in its final meet before the Christian Interscholastic
Speech League Finals. The meet
took place at SLUH and included
different CISL teams from schools
like Duchesne, St. Joseph, and
Cor Jesu. This meet was the last
chance for participants to place in
each of their respective categories
in order to qualify for finals this
Sunday at Duchesne.
Before the meet began, three
members dropped out of their
categories because of illness or
prior commitments.
Sophomore Michael Schimmele expressed his worry before
the meet, as he had to step in for
another team member in the Poetry category.
“I was a little anxious about
doing poetry because I had never
done it before and was just filling
in for another team member,” said
Schimmele, “but I ended up getting a blue ribbon so it really was
a success.”
Senior Christian Probst said,
“I felt very confident on how the

portion of our team performed.
We did very well considering the
given circumstances.”
Overall, the whole meet was
a success, with SLUH receiving
multiple blue ribbons. Eleven
SLUH competitors qualified for
the CISL finals, and at least one
member will represent SLUH in
each of the eight categories.
Qualifiers include seniors
Adam Hunn, Jordan Bollwerk,
Ben Hilker, Jean-Paul Angieri,
Tom Blood, Eddie Rowles, Sam
Herbig, Jack Witthaus, junior
Harry Parker, and sophomores
Kevin Harris and Schimmele. The
team will have to face teams like
St. Joseph’s Academy, which the
team considers one of its biggest
rivals, in the finals.
Speech
coach
Kathryn
Whitaker expressed a little worry
for the team due to many of the
members’ inability to practice
because of schedule conflicts like
last week’s musical.
“Our preparation has not
been as strong as it has been so it’s
going to be a close call, but overall, I have great confidence in this
team,” said Whitaker.

To push recycling, trash cans
vanish from classrooms
(continued from page 1)
they can recycle them.
The increase in recycling will
positively affect more than SLUH.
“It’s huge for the community. It
helps SLUH out, it helps jobs in
the area, (and) it helps the landfills. It’s pretty much a win-win all
across the board,” says Anderson.
Some teachers may need
trash cans in their room, “especially like science rooms: chemistry, biology, (there is) definitely a
need, and I don’t know what goes
on in other rooms, but somebody
may be more comfortable having

CREDITS

it. That’s no big deal. They just
have to let someone on the Sustainability Committee know,” says
Anderson.
“Any teacher that wishes to
keep their trash can in their room
can do so and I already have a list
of about 20 teachers who are very
interested in keeping their trash
cans,” says Lodholz.
“We want to accommodate
everyone and try to make recycling as easy and productive as
possible,” said Anderson.
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Revoking keys, risking trust
It’s our first stop in the morning and our last stop before we
leave, often well after dark. It’s
where we spend activity period,
free periods, and times between
classes, guiding reporters and
managing the week’s issue. For
the five of us editors and many
of the paper’s staff, the Prep News
office is a home away from home.
It’s more than just a room with
computers and a whiteboard and
more than just a hangout lounge:
our dedicated work space fundamentally makes the Prep News
possible.
However, Dr. Moran has decided to revoke our keys to the
office. We handed them over on
Wednesday. To our knowledge,
the administration’s decision to

create this policy about three
years ago and enforce it on us this
week was unprovoked and unnecessary, created without full awareness of the practical consequences
this decision has for the Prep News
and other student organizations.
Besides making it more difficult
for us to do our work, we believe
this demonstrates a serious lack of
trust in students on the part of the
administration.
Because our work happens
at all hours of the day, the editors
of the Prep News have traditionally been given keys that open our
office door—and no other door in
the school. Keys have enabled us
to arrive earlier than teachers and
stay in our office well past closing
time if we need to report on a late

Commentary
Keep it clean: respect our
chapel and its services
BY Jack
STAFF

F

Godar

- - - no, I don’t wanna sing.”
The words came from
somewhere near me and were
spoken loudly enough that the
people in the surrounding rows
could hear them very clearly.
Then the altar boys walked down
towards the altar, followed by Father Cummings.
What a way to start off a class
Mass, I thought after the shock of
hearing the F-bomb dropped not
just in the SLUH chapel, but during a Mass.
Then, as kids were walking up
to receive communion, they were
greeting kids from the other side
of the aisle like long-lost friends,
some exchanging high-fives and
carrying on casual conversations
as they walked. I even heard one
kid tell another, “You’re such a retard,” while in line to receive the
body and blood of Jesus.
I have a feeling that that
is not exactly something Jesus
would do.
What’s alarming here is not
the actions, because while these
are obviously not exactly saintly
actions, there are things that are
a lot worse. No, what’s really dis-

turbing here is the lack of reverence in a consecrated house of
God, towards the sacrament of
the Eucharist and the Mass itself.
We are a Catholic school, and we
have all had at least a semester of
Catholic theology classes, so we
should know that a church or a
chapel is a sacred place, not one
where we should casually curse
like it’s no big deal, especially after
Mass has started.
We also should know that the
Eucharist is Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice, and it is a special privilege to
receive it. We should be reflecting
on that sacrifice and preparing
ourselves to receive Jesus’ body
and blood as we walk up to receive the host, not chatting away
and calling another kid a retard.
These are simple, basic things that
our parents probably taught us
from a very early age. Even if you
didn’t go to a Catholic school, or
aren’t Catholic, reverence in Mass
should be a no-brainer.
In a Mass, one person’s irreverence disrupts the reverence
of Mass for many people around
them, and distracts the people
who are praying. The chapel is a
house of God and we need to treat
it as one, especially during a Mass.

football game or come up to do
work on a Saturday. We’ve always
remembered that keys are a privilege and come with responsibility.
There have never been any issues
stemming from an editor having
keyed access to our office.
Our longstanding arrangement with keys is an example of
the way we believe something like
an honor code—an idea to which
the administration has previously
seemed receptive—can be effective. When students are trusted,
given ownership of something,
they will do the right thing in order to protect it. Just as we have
been careful to lock our office
at night and ensure everyone in
our office conducts themselves
responsibly, we believe that stu-

dents, when given some ownership over the maintenance of
integrity, will work to prevent
cheating and other disciplinary
issues.
Revoking student keys, however, makes it difficult for organizations to be truly student-driven.
Our friends in the office next
door, the SLUH photographers,
have been stuck sitting in the hallway outside a locked door more
than once since students’ keys
have been revoked. We wanted a
photo of yesterday’s death penalty speaker to publish in today’s
paper. However, photographers
were unable to get a camera from
their office for the shot. SLUH
photography is now more dependent on Mr. Sciuto, who already

Commentary
Students can take responsibility
BY Nate
EDITOR

R

Heagney

eally, it wasn’t a big deal.

That’s how most students
would respond if you thanked
them for stacking their chairs at
the end of junior/senior lunch.
When the new Si Commons
opened last week, Mr. Kesterson
asked students to stack the chairs
from each table after we had finished eating so the maintenance
workers don’t have to. It takes almost no time, minimal effort, and
came with little complaining.
But maybe it is a big deal.
By stacking those chairs, we students took responsibility for our
space. Though it may have taken
some prodding from Mr. Kesterson, we set a precedent of putting
those chairs away, and by taking
that initiative we had an impact,
though small.
I want to see SLUH students
take that same responsibility and
same initiative on a larger scale.
Because, though it is tough,
when the students at SLUH take
responsibility, I think we can
have a pretty powerful impact. It
might have taken Emmit, Troy,
Barry, Miss Erma or whoever
else would have stacked those
chairs two or more hours to put
them away. But working together,

it takes us students two minutes.
I have no doubt that we will
continue to stack the chairs the
rest of the year. I’m just as confident that next year, the current
juniors will stack their chairs
and that the current sophomores
will follow their lead. In fact, I’d
wager that when I come back
and visit in ten years the chair
stacking will have continued.
What I worry about sometimes is whether we have enough
initiative when it comes to getting things like the chair-stacking
started, taking that first step in
responsibility. I know that often
at SLUH I get so wrapped up in
my own work, my own endeavors,
that it’s hard to outwardly lead or
set an example. I’m sure that attitude is not exclusive to me. It’s a
tough place to rise up and cause a
change.
That especially hits me as
I look at the school as it tries to
come to terms with ideas like an
honor code or as it looks at academic integrity. As I sat amongst
the Honor Code panel the Prep
News covered this week, it was
a little discouraging to hear my
classmates say they didn’t think
an honor code would be effective
or to hear their skepticism regarding improvements in cheating at
our school. And in some ways, I

Correction
In last week’s issue of the Prep News, an article about
sophomore Josh Ritter’s head-shaving fundraiser
accidentally omitted that band teacher Bryan Mueller had shaved his head for charity as well. The Prep
News regrets the error.

“For every ten men who are willing to face
the guns of an enemy there is only one willing to
brave the disapproval of his fellow, the censure
of his colleagues, the wrath of his society. Moral
courage is a rarer commodity than bravery in
battle or great intelligence.”
—Robert F. Kennedy

spends countless hours behind a
camera, than it ever has been.
The old relationship that existed between the administration
and us regarding our keys was
one built on trust and personal
responsibility. We upheld our end
of that relationship. Now, that
relationship has been replaced
with a prohibition on keys seemingly written in stone. If SLUH is
a place where administrators impose iron-clad rules rather than
entrust students with the tools
to address challenges themselves,
then SLUH is not a place where an
honor code can work. And when
it feels like it’s not a place we’re
trusted, it feels less like a second
home.

find that skepticism fair. Without
a culture shift or an act of initiative, there won’t be significant
change on these and other issues.
That’s why I find the issue of
stacking chairs to be important.
If we can take that same accountability that was introduced in the
first week of the Commons and
apply it to the school on a larger
scale, I have faith that the student body will come through. But
without that first step of holding
each other to that higher standard, things will remain stagnant.
As the school moves forward
looking on things like an honor
code, I think that it’s absolutely
critical that the students take the
lead in determining what type
a school we want and hold each
other accountable for that vision.
So yes, the chair stacking
might not make THAT big of a
difference by itself. But when considered as an example of the tremendous potential the students
have, it becomes a whole lot more
meaningful. In those few minutes
every day, we work together to
clean up the new Commons. I can
only think that if we continue to
take responsibility and continue
to work together, we can clean
up other parts of an already great
school.

Editors:

Poetry Club Night
The first Poetry Night of 2012 will be
held March 8 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Students
are encouraged to attend and bring either a
poem of their own or one of their personal
favorites.

Matt Cooley
Joe Klein
Nate Heagney
Jack Witthaus
Ryan Dowd
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BY Fritz Simmon
REPORTER

“

S

urprise City.” That was the
name of the game this weekend at the State racquetball tournament. Whether or not it was a
surprise though, Saint Louis U.
High was able to capture its 13th
State title.
The first surprise came from
the Jr. Billiken doubles team of
seniors Luke Hagerty and Ryan
Shea. Though the team was
ranked second overall, the biggest
surprise came in the semifinal
and finals matches. Instead of taking their average hour and a half
to finish the match, the Jr. Bills got
the job done in about 25 minutes,
beating the Parkway West doubles
team 3-15, 15-3, 11-1. This was
the team’s first State championship of the day.
“After the first game we decided to turn it on because we
weren’t going to end our senior
season with a loss,” said Shea.
A smaller surprise came
from junior A.J. Cirilllo. Cirillo
was the No. 1 seed heading into
the bracket, but the No. 2 seed
from Parkway West had defeated
him earlier in the season. Cirillo
did not let this get in his head
though, and narrowly escaped
with his first State championship,
15-14, 15-13.
The two biggest upsets came
from junior Lorenzo Crim and
senior Fritz Simmon. Both players were undefeated this year
and the favorites going into the

tournament. Despite their records, they were not able to come
through with one more victory.
Crim lost 4-15, 15-11, 8-11. Simmon dropped his match 12-15,
15-7, 8-11.
Senior Rob Laurentius also
lost his semifinal match, to Parkway Central’s Alex Lazenby. Laurentius fought hard, but could not
escape the speed of Lazenby, losing 15-6, 15-8.
Senior Jack Mohrmann
turned the team right back
around with SLUH’s third championship of the day, killing nearly
every forehand, while hitting perfect ceiling balls to his opponents’
backhand. Mohrmann defeated
Andrew Noelker in the finals 155, 15-12. Mohrmann went undefeated on the season and captured
his second State title.
Perhaps the biggest surprise
of the day came from a player not
on SLUH’s team, but from Vianney’s. Vianney’s No. 1 seed, Paul
Beffa, upset Parkway Central’s
Zack Lazenby. Lazenby was the
No. 2 seed overall and had taken
senior Joe Koch to two tiebreakers
earlier in the season. Once he was
knocked out, the championship
road became a lot easier for Koch,
who rolled over everyone in his
way, including Beffa in the finals
15-9, 15-2.
Koch’s win was the fourth
state title of the day and sealed the
State championship for SLUH.
For Koch, Laurentius, Simmon,
and Mohrmann, the title was

SPORTS

their second together and SLUH’s
second straight championship.
This weekend, 24 Jr. Bills will
make the trip to Portland, Ore.,
for the High School National
Championships, a five-day gutwrenching tournament of singles
and doubles. Teams from all
around the country will be there
trying to win the coveted trophy.
SLUH is not the favorite to
win, but they do have a high seeding in nearly every bracket. Cirillo
is No. 1 in Division 6, Crim is No.
1 in Division 5, Mohrmann is No.
1 in Division 4, Simmon is No. 3
in Division 3, Laurentius is No. 6
in Division 2, and Koch is No. 2
overall—the highest any SLUH
player has ever been seeded in the
National tournament.
The other 18 players will compete against one another in Division 6. Everyone is also playing
doubles. Both singles and doubles
wins earn points for SLUH, with
more points being awarded to
wins in the higher seed.
After seeing some of the first
round matches, assistant coach
Rob Hoffman said, “Our team
looks like one of the deepest
teams out here. I think we have a
good shot to do well in this thing.”
For the seniors, they realize this is their last chance. They
know that they have a chance to
leave their mark on SLUH and
the racquetball world. For most, a
win would mean their second national title and a banner in Koestner’s office.
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Senior Jack Mohrmann sets his sights on the ball and State victory.

For seniors Will Powers, Jeremy Compton, Mohrmann, Simmon, Laurentius, and Koch, a
potential dynasty is at stake. They

have the chance to win three National titles in four years, something no other team has done
before.

Plagued by injuries, wrestlers endure unexpected heartbreak in Districts
BY Clark
REPORTER

I

DeWoskin

t was a bittersweet season for
this year's St. Louis U. High
wrestlers. Plagued by injuries, the
team was able to grind throughout the regular season, wrestling
to a 15-5 dual meet record with
eight wrestlers securing 20-plus
wins. But it was at the most crucial moment, the District tournament, that the injuries finally
caught up with the Wrasslebills.
Confidence carried the Jr.
Bills when the season opened.
They cruised to a 7-2 dual meet
record with a strong showing at
Parkway South's Patriot Tournament, where junior Sam Wilhelm
began tournament season with
a third-place finish. Ritenour's
Ray Doney Invitational saw nine
wrestlers finish in the top six of
their respective weight classes.
This collective victory led to
what would be the toughest dualmeet loss of the season for the Jr.
Bills: MCC rival Vianney.
Down five points, the Jr. Bills
needed a pin to secure the victory
and possibly the MCC title. Sophomore 113 Brandon Bollinger
wrestled with intensity and came
inches from pinning his opponent
multiple times. When the buzzer
sounded at the end of the third
period, Bollinger was still struggling for the turn, and the match
ended in a major decision, 9-2.
His three team points brought the
final score excruciatingly close,
but the Jr. Bills fell 38-36.
Bollinger and his fellow
sophomores wrestled to a combined 61.0 winning percent-

age, highlighted by Bollinger's
30 wins and 31 victories from
120-pounder Sean Mulligan. Jim
Onder (132) was also only a win
away from qualifying for State.
The group, rounded out by Joe
Reichold (126), shows a great deal
of promise as they transition into
their junior year.
“For the most part, I'm
satisfied with my season,” said
Reichold. “I made a lot of progress, and I'm gonna build on
that this offseason. I know guys
like Onder and Bollinger feel the
same. We'll all step it up next
year.”
“We had a pretty strong dual
meet team this year,” said head
coach Jon Ott. “We were pretty
balanced, it was a nice mix of experience.”
For some wrestlers though,
there will be no next year. Senior captains Will Whitney, Nick
Danter and Joe Mungenast all
ended their SLUH wrestling careers on the mats at district host
Lindbergh nearly two weeks
ago. All three sustained injuries
that shortened their senior season. Whitney suffered a broken
thumb, Danter a sprained ankle,
and Mungenast a concussion that
returned to put an early end to his
run at Districts.
“There was one match we
won without any of our senior captains,” said coach Sean
O'Brien. “You have to persevere,
can't make excuses. If you're still
wrestling you just gotta keep going.”
Whitney, last season's lone
state qualifier, wrestled only 24

matches before Districts after
sustaining an injury in an early
December tri-meet at CBC. Even
after his return, which took more
than a month, the 152-pounder
had to wrestle with his hand
taped. Despite the injury, Whitney came one match away from
qualifying for State for the second
consecutive year.
“It was rough having to sit
out,” said Whitney. “Had I wrestled the whole season who knows
how things would have ended.
But I was happy to get the matches I could and wrestle my hardest
in those. I'm upset I didn't qualify,
but at the end of the day all I can
do is be thankful for the chance to
compete.”
It was in the loss to Vianney
that Danter sustained his ankle
injury, right after a first place finish at the Ritenour tournament.
He was also only a match away
from qualifying for the State tournament in Columbia, but fell just
before Whitney on the next mat at
Lindbergh.
“Even though I gave it my
all, it still hurts for it to be over,”
Danter said. “It didn't really hit
me until a few days after the fact. I
just want to thank all the coaches
for an awesome four years.”
“They're tough,” said O'Brien
of Danter and Whitney. “Do
I think a few more matches
would've helped season them?
Yes. But I think they were tough
enough and experienced enough
to handle the injuries.”
Mungenast had to pull out
early from the District tournament because of the concussion

symptoms he has faced almost
the entire season and that cost
him multiple matches, including
two at SLUH's first quad-meet in
the Danis Field House. Mungenast held a 24-9 record, including
first place finishes at the Vianney
tournament as well as DeSmet's
Spartan.
Mungenast was accompanied
in his early exit by junior 220 Sam
Wilhelm. Well on his way to qualifying for State, Wilhelm left the
gym on a stretcher after landing
face first in the tile floor when his
opponent attempted a throw that
ended up sending both wrestlers
off the mat.
“I wrestled for State all season,” said Wilhelm, “I just took a
detour and ended up in the hospital. The next day was tough,
knowing I should be out there
celebrating my qualification (for
State).”
Despite the sour ending,
the season was a vast improvement for SLUH's wrestling program. Though there were no state
qualifiers, this year's 15-5 record
trumps last season's 10-8 finish.
In 2011, only four wrestlers finished with over 20 wins, half this
season's total, while three Jr. Bills
wrestled to at least 30 victories in
2012, including two sophomores.
The team finished fourth
at DeSmet, while last year they
couldn't even crack the top ten.
The wrestlers also earned a top
spot at the Vianney tournament,
while last year's team finished
fourth.
“I saw a lot of our wrestlers

really step up and improve,” said
Whitney. “We had a really hard
working team and some great
tournaments like Vianney.”
Hopefully the improvement
that Whitney witnessed this season will continue with each class
of Jr. Billiken wrestlers. And with
the rising cast of upperclassmen,
the prospects look encouraging
for next year's Wrasslebills.
“The thing with the younger
guys is that they're all willing to
work,” said Ott. “Even though
they'll only be juniors (next season) they're gonna be real leaders.
Onder,
Bollinger,
and
Reichold all attended a voluntary
workout last week, only days after
failing to qualify at Districts.
“They had a great run this
year,” said O'Brien. “Now it's up
to the younger guys to carry that
out. The only way to make up the
experience is summer wrestling.
With wrestling, if you love it it's
gonna hurt you. But the only way
to get better is to get matches.”
O'Brien will continue to hold
voluntary strength and conditioning practices in SLUH's wrestling
room. The team will also compete
in an off-season wrestling program and camps similar to the
ones they've had in years past.
“This year's just fuel to train
harder,” Wilhelm explained. “I
can sit and feel sorry for something I can't change, or I can use
it to work hard this off-season so
I won't end up in this position
again next year.”
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Led by Clark, Jr. Bills finally nab the elusive MCC win, fall to Webster
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BY Brian
STAFF

Dugan

T

o find success, a team must
adapt. Quickly. And they
must also have a good amount of
luck.
This year’s St. Louis U. High
basketball team (13-15) adapted
as well as fans could hope. Unfortunately the luck they desperately
needed evaded them.
“That was the biggest thing
that was conveyed to me by people that were SLUH backers and
that weren’t SLUH backers: how
different we are as a team now
than we were even a month ago,”
said head coach John Ross.
After losing to Chaminade
for the second time this season on
Friday night, the Jr. Bills defeated
the Red Devils Monday morning in the first round of Districts,
their first win against an MCC
opponent since the 2009-2010
Jr. Bills defeated Vianney in Districts.
The victory against Chaminade set SLUH up for a Wednesday evening matchup against
Webster. Despite a 31-31 tie at
halftime, the Statesmen capitalized on a big third quarter to end
the Jr. Bills’ season with a 72-63
loss.
Last Friday night’s game at
Chaminade was one the Jr. Bills
expected to win; senior guard LJ
Hernandez even guaranteed a victory last week, and it was the first
game back for senior center Daniel Schmidt, who had missed the
previous five games with an ankle
fracture. But only senior guard
Matt Clark, who put up 20 points,
posted double digits as poor
shooting from both the field and
the free throw line doomed SLUH
to a 54-44 loss to the Red Devils.

“We had anticipated zone
like they had played us the first
time,” said Ross. “They came out
and bodied us a little bit, and we
were a little out of sorts.”
But Clark and the rest of
the Jr. Bills only needed to wait
three days for revenge, as they
opened up district play on Monday against Chaminade. Coming
to the Field House ready to play
in what could very well have been
the seniors’ final game, SLUH
rode a 20-7 first quarter and 52
percent shooting to a 62-46 win in
the team’s most meaningful game
to that point.
Junior guard Zach Greiner
led the Jr. Bills’ attack with a
13-point performance—including three three-pointers—that
garnered coverage from KSDK’s
Katie Felts.
“(Being on KSDK) was a lot
of fun,” said Greiner. “It doesn’t
really happen that often, so it was
nice to get a little bit of recognition.”
As usual, Clark also put up
terrific numbers, notching two
steals and four rebounds to go
with his team-leading 14 points.
Sophomore guard Austin Sottile and senior forward
Jack Kelley, with ten and eight
rebounds, respectively, led the
SLUH fleet on the boards as the Jr.
Bills grabbed 32 rebounds.
On Wednesday night, the
Jr. Bills looked to avenge the 7048 pounding Webster handed to
them on Jan. 18.
As the first quarter progressed, it became clear that
SLUH had made sufficient adjustments to Webster’s fast-paced
game. Behind strong interior defense and a willingness to speed
up their own attack, the Jr. Bills

found themselves holding a 16-14
lead at the end of the first quarter.
That lead was just inches
from being three points greater
when Greiner heaved a threequarter court shot at the buzzer
that hit the backboard before hitting the inside of the front rim
with just too much speed before
rolling out of the basket.
“It looked in,” said Ross. “I
was right in line with it. I told
Zach, ‘It’s going in, it’s going in!’”
But thanks to an 18-10 third
quarter edge for Webster, SLUH
played from behind for nearly all
of the second half. Consistently
trailing from anywhere between
two and seven points, the Jr. Bills
were forced to foul the Statesmen
and force them to lock the game
up from the line. Consequently,
Kelley, Clark, and sophomore
guard Chris Booker all fouled out
in the fourth quarter.
The Statesmen went on to
win 72-63, but their final points
came on a last-second put-back
lay-up as they ran the score up.
Sottile led the scoring with
20 points, but the seniors were
the main focus by the end of the
game, as it became more and
more clear their SLUH basketball careers were ticking with the
game clock.
Clark, the team’s leader and
top talent throughout the season,
scored a respectable 16 points in
his final game. Kelley added eight
points of his own, Schmidt tallied
four, and Hernandez made it on
the scorecard with a free throw.
“I see these guys non-stop—
they become my children,” said
Ross. “At the end of it, it’s kind of
sudden, and it’s difficult at times.
I’m still trying to accept it right
now that we don’t have practice
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Junior forward Zack Greiner slices through the Chaminade defense for two
of his 13 points in SLUH’s first MCC victory in two years.

today. Every year, that doesn’t get
any easier.”
“Now that it’s over, it’s just
weird that I’m not gonna be playing with (the seniors) anymore
after spending my whole high
school career with them,” said
Greiner.
It may not have been an ideal
ending to a turbulent season, but
the Jr. Bills refused to back down
from their opponents. Despite

playing the majority of the season without senior guard Jeffrey
Mayberger because of injury and
losing stars Clark and Schmidt for
brief periods of time due to their
own injuries, the Jr. Bills always
fought, always adapted. They just
couldn’t get the breaks they needed.

Hockey triumphs in first semifinal contest Honor code panel
(continued from page 1)
eight minutes before senior Dan
Warnecke scored on a breakaway,
assisted by fellow senior Trent Lulow and junior Tommy Croghan.
Oakville, however, caught a
break when a harmless slap shot
deflected off a stick and into the
back of the net less than a minute
later. Heading into the third period, the game was all tied up at
three apiece.
Coleman said, “(Head) coach
(Charlie) Busenhart told us to
stop taking penalties and shoot
the puck.”
The Jr. Bills refused to let
Oakville score another fluke goal,
instead taking a quick lead for
themselves when Berger wristed
the puck in on a rebound 40 seconds into the third period.

Oakville kept looking for another break to tie the game up and
force a do-or-die Saturday night
matchup, and they got the opportunity with 2:42 left in the game
with a power play. But the Jr. Bill
penalty-killing line proved why
they're widely considered the best
in Mid-States, shutting down the
Tigers and helping the Jr. Bills win
the first of the two-game series.
Berger added his second goal
of the game with five seconds to
play after Oakville pulled their
goalie.
Luongo said, “We came out
a little weak and took a few selfish penalties. But we came back in
the third period and got the job
done.”
The Jr. Bills are one win or

tie away from advancing to the
Mid-States Challenge Cup Championship when they square up
on Saturday at the Hardee's Ice
Plex at 8:40 against Oakville. If
they advance, SLUH will play on
Wednesday, March 7 against the
winner of the other semifinal
matchup, Chaminade and CBC,
at the Scottrade Center.
Busenhart said, “Essentially
they got their goals because we
did stupid things, and took stupid penalties. If we don't let that
happen again, we'll find ourselves
playing a much better game next
time. Next time they come out,
they'll come out physically against
us, hoping we retaliate. We aren't
gonna let that happen. Two more
games to win it all.”

SLUH Hockey By the Numbers
Dec. 19 2011 the last time SLUH lost (1-3 @ CBC)
41 years head coach Charlie Busenhart has coached SLUH hockey (as long as the team has been
around)
33 Dan Warnecke’s goal total this season
29 goals scored by SLUH during playoffs
10 goals scored by opponents
2 lead changes tonight
0 number of SLUH Challenge Cup championships won

(continued from page 1)
around the system,” said Blood.
Many different policies that
the panelists were presented with
included some level of student involvement. Some were as simple
as expecting students to report
instances of cheating that they observed, while others went in the
direction of a council of students
that would arbitrate cheating
cases. Most students didn’t think
they could ever see themselves
self-enforcing a cheating policy or
calling a friend out for cheating.
“I wouldn’t care enough.
Okay, that person didn’t learn.
It’s his deal. It really all starts with
(you). Do you want to learn it, or
do you just want to get the grade?”
said sophomore Peter Charles.
Charles also pointed out
that when the results of SLUH’s
academic integrity survey were
presented to the Advisory Committee for Student Affairs, which
Charles sits on, they revealed
that most cheating took place on
homework and other small-scale
assignments. Because of that, it
would be very difficult for a culture to develop where students
reported other students cheating,
as the most common forms are already prevalent at SLUH.
The panel discussed the possibility of, instead of a centralized
honor code, teachers adapting
more permissible, relaxed environments that would decrease

the incentive to cheat. Out of all
those discussed, most of the panel
agreed that classes where frequent
homework accounted for a large
part of the grade lent themselves
to more cheating than other classes.
Schoelch mentioned classes
taught by math teacher George
Mills as an example of an ideal
academic environment, where
learning is valued over having
homework turned in every single
day. Mills allows students to retake tests if unhappy with their
grade, effectively discouraging
them from cheating on homework or tests just to earn a high
grade.
“When we stop caring so
much about what grades look like
and start caring more about what
we actually know, the cheating
becomes less of a problem,” said
Schoelch.
However, a transition to a
more relaxed academic environment, with less emphasis on daily
homework and assignments that
make up large portions of the
grade, was considered all but impossible in some classes. It would
be difficult to spread and implement beyond some advanced
classes, especially since much
of the movement would need to
come from individual teachers.
English classes would be especially difficult, since most English classes at SLUH are structured
continued on page 8
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B-Basketball finishes just above .500
BY Tim Lally
REPORTER

A

fabulous season!” exclaimed
sophomore Greg Vaughn,
describing the B-Basketball team’s
year.
Vaughn’s shooting was just
one of the many factors that led
to a successful campaign for the
sophomore-laden squad.
Sophomore Chris Klipfel
noted, “One factor that really
helped our team through the season was our chemistry.”
Klipfel and sophomore Alex
Piening led the team on the
boards, both averaging over five

rebounds a game. The team’s record was just above .500, with
key MCC wins against CBC and
Chaminade.
Sophomore guard Ollie Tettamble said, “After an up-anddown season, I am really excited
for Coach Kershenski’s off-season
workouts.”
Tettamble led the team in
overall hustling. His teammates
noticed his outstanding play on
the floor and attributed some of
the team’s success to him.
As the year played out, the
team bonded and ultimately came
together for a great win at the end

of the year, avenging an early-season loss to Chaminade.
Sophomore guard Mick Layton said, “We really started to
play as a team as the season progressed.”
Sophomore guard Andrew
Slaughter led the team with his
skillful ball handling and ability
to get to the rim and score points.
Slaughter handled adversity well
throughout the season and kept
his poise when handling the ball.
B-Basketball success falls on
the team collectively. Each player
knew his own role and did what
he could to help the team win.

JV hockey glides to third straight State title
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

BY Jack Robinson
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High JV hockey team finished off its season
with an impressive 16-6-2 record.
Catching fire at the end of the
season, the Jr. Bills used that momentum to carry them through
the playoffs.
The Jr. Bills faced conference
rival DeSmet in the first round
notching a 2-0 victory with a big
shutout from sophomore goaltender Brenden Haselhorst. In
the next round the Jr. Bills faced
off against Francis Howell North,
and scored an impressive 12 goals
in the victory. After beating Lafayette, the JV players knew they
would have to dig deep to pull out
a win against Oakville.
“We knew we had a battle on
our hands,” said Haselhorst. He
was right. After three periods and
two overtimes, the score was tied
3-3. The game culminated in the
always exhilarating shootout.

Junior forward Ben Modde skates up ice in the JV State championship.

Haselhorst played the biggest role in the game, saving all
six of Oakville’s penalty shots. Junior Scott McCartney stepped up
big in the sixth round and netted
SLUH’s only goal of the shootout,
which was just enough for SLUH
to claim the JV State Tournament
championship for the third year

in a row.
“It was a great year,” said junior captain Ben Modde. “We
started off slow, but by playoffs we
were at full strength. We couldn’t
have done it without coaches Walters and Pence.”

C Wrestling holds onto
MCC title
photo | Mark Rieke

A freshman wrestler drives at the head of an opponent.
BY Matt
REPORTER

Whalen

M

idway through its season,
the freshman wrestling
team had come together as a
team, asserting dominance over
its opponents and working to accomplish the goal of being the
best team in the MCC.
Although the freshman
wrestling team suffered losses to
Hazelwood and Kirkwood at the
beginning of the season, they rallied and got their first two Metro
Catholic Conference (MCC) victories against CBC and Vianney.
At that point the team set its main
goal of winning the freshman
MCC wrestling tournament at the
end of the year.
SLUH has held the freshman wrestling title for two years
straight, so this year the goal was
to defend the title for the third
straight year.
Working hard to accomplish
its goal, the team hit the practice
mats under the leadership of head
coach Tim Curdt. Able to take
the skills they learned in practice
and quickly apply them to their

JV-D hockey makes its final run, faces off against DeSmet
Sam Fentress
REPORTER

S

kating to season’s end with a
10-6 record, St. Louis U. High’s
JV Developmental hockey team is
heading to the playoffs after winning five of its last seven games.
“We had a rocky start, but we
finished off strong and were able
to get into the gold division for
the playoffs,” said freshman Sam
Sextro, who added that the team
improved much throughout the
season.
The freshmen-heavy team
is ranked seventh in the 21-team

league. The team is coached by
Jim Grillo, who was also glad to
see the team take a spot in the
playoffs.
“We competed pretty hard.
We had a couple times where we
were a little short, when we had
junior varsity conflicts,” said Grillo, who explained that the team
was stronger when the doublerostered JV players competed
along with their team.
Over the course of the season, the team underwent a lot of
improvement, both technically
and as a team.

“(The team has improved)
in pretty much every way,” said
freshman Ryan Esker.
Grillo noted that the team’s
defense had improved a lot, as
well as the way the offense coordinated.
“At the beginning of the season, it was all kind of individual
effort and a lot of one-on-one
play, whereas at the end, the last
third of the season, we were setting up in the zone like I wanted
them to, and we were getting in
a lot more scoring chances,” said
Grillo.

For the playoffs, the team is
going to work on hitting better
shots and focus on taking more of
those shots.
“Our big problem was when
we weren’t scoring goals, we were
hitting the net. It’s a problem for
all teams, trying to get a little too
fancy,” said Grillo. “Sometimes
you’ve got to just throw pucks at
the net.”
Grillo expects the team to be
matched up against DeSmet in its
first game of the playoffs.

Conversation of the Week: winter sports seniors
compiled by Jack
Witthaus

Will Whitney,
wrestler

Thomas Place,
netminder

Celebrity crush?

Boy or girl? Okay, I gotta
go with Marky Mark.

Daniel Schmidt,
forward

Ryan Shea,
racquetballer

Luke Hagerty,
racquetballer

Natalie Portman as Queen Marisa Miller - but
Amidala.
before, it was Lindsay Lohan.

Blake Lively.
Enough said.

Shakira. Do I need to
say why?

T V show you Arthur.
watched growing
up?

Boy Meets World. It’s what Static Shock.
my brothers watched. I
had a crush on Topanga.

Spongebob
Squarepants.

Sesame Street.

Favorite fan base CBC. Because it’s a really
to go up against? intense rivalry.

DeSmet. Because I know a
lot of people in the crowd,
and it always seems like
DeSmet-SLUH games get
pretty crazy. All they want
to do is wave at me.

CBC, because at the
end of the day, I’m
going to be more
successful than they
are.

(no answer)

(no answer)

Most admire d Brandon Bollinger. He’s a
teammate, and sophomore. He won the
why?
Vianney tournament. For
being a sophomore, he just
goes out there and works
his tail off.

Junior Cole Tarlas for the
hustle. You gotta respect
the hustle.

Junior Ryan Trenter.
Because when they
wrote the definition
of teammate, he was
there.

(Senior) Jack
Senior Ryan Shea.
Sellman, because He’s a boss.
of his combination of flow and
skill.

matches, and the freshmen honed
their skills for the MCC tournament in January.
When they finally reached
the MCC tournament, the team
wrestled through their opponents
and came out victorious.
Freshman wrestler Mick Callahan (10-3) vividly remembers
his experience at the tournament.
“We were standing in the DeSmet
gym, and we all had our place
medals for the individual titles at
the MCC’s, and we were receiving the team scores, and we heard
DeSmet at 5th, then Chaminade,
next CBC, finally we heard Vianney. We all cracked open smiles
because we knew that had meant
we won, three straight times for
the freshman and JV now,” said
Callahan.
The freshman team this
year showed a lot of courage and
strength, upholding the tradition
of previous teams. To describe
the team this season, Callahan
uses a quote from “The Champ”
by Nelly, saying, “We came together as a team, but we’re leaving
as brothers.”

Ex-inmate
recounts
experience
in death row
Seventeen
years,
eight
months, and one day: Juan Roberto Melendez counted the days
he spent on death row for a crime
that he did not commit. During activity period on Thursday
for their theology classes, the junior class came to hear Melendez
speak about his time on death
row, charging that it was racist, didn’t discourage crime, and
left open the loophole of killing
an innocent man. Melendez told
the students that he had been sitting with his friend when police
picked him up. He had been accused of first-degree murder and
armed robbery. Melendez did not
know any English, and had to rely
on a lawyer who failed to explain
what happened. Melendez was
wrongfully accused after a false
testimony by another man. Melendez talked about his terrible
time in a Florida prison, where he
debated suicide but also hoped to
once again visit his home in Puerto Rico. He did learn at least one
valuable skill from his fellow inmates while behind bars: how to
read, write, and speak in English.
After a period of seventeen years,
an investigation proved that Melendez was in fact innocent, and
he was released.
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How to navigate SLUH in a wheelchair: an experience in motion

7
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The hardest class exchange
was when Mackin had to go from
the science wing to M101 for English. In the wheelchair he would
show up around five minutes late.
Junior Paul Spezia was on
crutches for six weeks after suffering an avulsion fracture of his hip.
On crutches, Spezia was still able
to climb the few stairs leading to
the art wing hallway as well as the
couple of steps from freshman
hallway to the upper field.
“It’s a long way to both sides.
It’s not bad,” said Spezia. “I was always a little bit late to my classes,
but never that much. Sometimes
the maintenance people were using them and you’d have to wait a
little bit, but other than that it was
fine.”
Both Mackin and Spezia said
that teachers were always understanding of their injuries and
were not annoyed at them if they
were late.

Three days without stairs

This ramp, under construction outside the new Si Commons, will make the
school more accessible to students or visitors who cannot use the stairs.

It was lonely using the elevator. ...
I missed the rush of people at their
lockers at the beginning of activity period and again at the end of
school, a frequent spot for sporadic
yet uplifting conversation.
(continued from page 7)
locker was actually fairly near the
science wing elevator. I allowed
myself to relax, gathered up my
books and headed to homeroom, only to run into a locked
door. Then I was confronted with
something I hadn’t planned out
the night before: we had prayer
service today. Luckily it was only
7:40 so I had plenty of time to take
the elevator back down to the first
floor and arrive in the chapel on
time.
If it’s hard to get around
SLUH’s campus in a wheelchair, it
shouldn’t be for lack of elevators.
There’s five elevators on campus:
one in the J-wing (built in 1975),
one in the science wing (built in
1993), one in the theater (built in
1995), one in the Field House, and
the newly installed one between
the Commons and freshman
hallway. To get around to most
classes, you need to use the only
the science wing and the J-wing
elevators.
One of the overlooked irregularities of SLUH’s elevator
system is that the J-wing elevator
doesn’t stop on the level of junior hallway. It only stops in the
basement, the level of freshman
hallway, the art wing level, and
the third floor. To get from room
M204 to the art wing—normally
only a few steps away—you would
have to go all the way down to the
science wing elevator, take that to
the first floor, come all the way
back to the J-wing, and take that
to the art wing level.
The same is true for getting

to the upper field from freshman
hallway. Normally you could just
go out the door, walk down a few
steps, and continue on your journey. In a wheelchair, you would
have to take the science wing elevator to the basement and then
zigzag through the basement until you can exit through doors in
the band hallway—a long way for
something that appears to be just
within your grasp.

Injured students
Junior Alex Mackin knows
what it’s like to go around SLUH
in a wheelchair. In late September of his freshman year, he tore
his ACL/MCL/meniscus while
playing football. He had two surgeries, spending five weeks in a
wheelchair and another three and
a half months on crutches, a period when he still had to use the
elevator because stairs were too
dangerous.
Mackin said that when he
was in the wheelchair he often
had to wait for the halls to clear so
someone could wheel him safely
to the next class.
“I don’t think I ever made it
somewhere on time, especially
in the wheelchair,” said Mackin.
“Through the hallway it would
be dangerous so you would have
to wait until everyone else got to
class to be wheeled through. Even
then, it’s tough to get from one
end of the school to the next when
there’s one elevator that’s always
in the one corner.”

I actually didn’t have a difficult schedule for getting around.
My schedule went: free period,
AP Physics, Chinese, English, history, theology, and math. My last
four classes were all on the first
floor. The only two times that I
had to change floors was when I
went from Chinese to M101 for
English. I was late for English every time, by two or three minutes.
(Once the bell rung while I was in
the elevator, leading me to believe
I was still on time.) As long as I
left a few minutes early from my
free period to go to AP Physics, I
was only late to English.
I thought that getting to
lunch would be the hardest part
of the day. Since it turned out that
the elevator was right next to my
locker, it ended up not being as
time-consuming as I thought it
was going to be. I eat lunch outside all year round, so I took the
science wing elevator to the basement and went out through the
theater doors. If construction on
the Commons had still been going on, though, I would have had
to snake through the basement
and exit through the maintenance
garage to the Oakland parking lot.
Before I began using the elevators, I didn’t think that the
commute would be too draining. And to be honest, getting to
classes wasn’t that difficult. If I
had preplanned the elevator trip,
I already knew how long it would
take to get there so I would either
leave early or not get upset if it
took me a long time to get there.
The elevator, while slow at times,
got me to where I needed to go.
If I needed to get somewhere
quickly, though, the elevator held
me back, causing me to get frustrated. Last Thursday, I forgot my
books in the physics classroom
and had to scamper back there,
almost causing me to be late for
an NHS meeting.
But what I didn’t or couldn’t
have predicted was how the elevator took me away from conversations and human connection.
It was lonely using the elevator. The science wing elevator is tucked in behind a corner
that people rarely venture down.
Sometimes I would be holding a
conversation with someone and

then they would take the stairs
while I took the elevator, so that
our conversation was a forgotten memory when I reached my
level. I missed the rush of people
at their lockers at the beginning
of activity period and again at the
end of school, a frequent spot for
sporadic yet uplifting conversation. Since I had to wait for the
halls to clear, I didn’t get to say
“Hi” to people while I was walking down the halls.
At the end of the first day, this
left me very frustrated. I thought
about limiting the experiment to
one day. Everything flowed a little
smoother after the first day, the
isolation lessened, but I still felt
cut off.
Another unforeseen aspect
was how it changed my pattern
of movement. Normally I go up
to the Prep News office during my
free periods, but I thought about
just going to the library so that I
wouldn’t have to make the trek
up another elevator. I found that
instead of wandering around and
maybe getting a snack from the
cafeteria during the break period
Tuesday, I settled for a snack out
of my lunch so that I wouldn’t
have to mess with the elevators.
In the entrance to the J-wing
elevator, there’s a blue sign in
white lettering that says “NOT
FOR STUDENT USE.” While at
first I was nervous that I would get
called out for using the elevator, I
later became almost annoyed that
no one had asked me about it. I finally came to the conclusion that
most students wouldn’t be tempted to use the elevator because it’s
not very convenient, especially if
you’re only going up or down one
floor.

Emergency drills
One anomaly that I certainly
didn’t plan for was having unannounced emergency drills. I had
never thought about the best route
to get outside or to the basement
from where I was at the time.
The tornado drill on
Wednesday happened while I
was in AP Physics. Luckily I had
a little time to prepare during the
lockdown drill and decided that
even though it wasn’t in my game
book, I should stick with my plan
and not use the stairs.
As I walked down the hallway towards the elevator, Mr.
Baud asked, “Is this part of the
experiment?”
“If there was actually a tornado, I wouldn’t be able to take the
stairs,” I said.
I was the last person to the
basement, even though it had
only taken me two minutes to
get there. The trip wasn’t that bad
considering that the science wing
stairs and elevators are located
near each other. If I had been in
M204, though, while everyone
else took the English stairs, I
would have had to go all the way
down to the science wing elevator.
During the sixth period fire
drill on Thursday, I was in M115
for theology with Mr. Keeven. All
of my classmates went through the
main hallway exit, but I couldn’t
use that because it involved going down a few stairs. I instead
headed for the science wing elevator, the only person heading that

direction.
I hadn’t had any time to think
about what to do as I had for the
tornado drill. As I walked down
that hallway, buzzers pounding in my ears, I remembered
that I could use the new elevator. Once on the basement level,
I passed by Mr. Linhares in the
new kitchen saying, “Don’t come
this way. There’s a fire here.” I assumed again that I could use the
unconstructed wheelchair ramp
to get down to the level of the
turnaround and then to the football field.
The few minutes after the
fire alarm went off were the worst
minutes of the entire three days.
I know that if I had actually been
in a wheelchair and there was indeed a real fire, someone would
have probably helped me exit the
building safely, but I couldn’t help
feeling alone and trapped just the
same. The more I thought about
it, the more trapped I felt. If I had
been able to use stairs, I could
have six or seven different routes
out of the building, but instead
I had only three elevators at my
grasp to help me. On the second
floor I would have access to just
one. While three ways is still a lot
of ways, it put an unanticipated
spotlight on my limited maneuverability.

New accessible entrance
The new elevator is a Kone
elevator, making it the most energy efficient one on campus. The
theater, Field House, and science
wing elevators are hydraulic elevators and the J-wing elevator is
tractional. The ramp is being built
according to Americans with Disabilities Act guidelines.
The construction on the
wheelchair ramp to the new Commons began earlier this week. The
ramp will have two switchbacks
on its way up the incline. According to Director of Facilities Joe
Rankin, they wanted to wait until all of the construction inside
was complete before beginning to
work on landscaping outside.
“Although we didn’t have to
put in another elevator, we wanted it to be a little more convenient
since this is going to be our main
entrance,” said Rankin. “It’s an entrance that everyone is going to
use, and if we’re going be moving
our administration from the area
where they’re at to let’s say the
old cafeteria, it would make sense
that people would come through
the main entry and go right up to
the second floor without having
to wind all the way through the
basement of the school.”
Rankin said that whenever
SLUH plans to construct a new
building or renovate an existing
one, they try to make sure that
wheelchair accessibility is at the
forefront of how they build the
building.
“I’m fine today, but tomorrow I may be stricken with being
in wheelchair the rest of my life,”
said Rankin. “Therefore, I have
to imagine myself or my wife or
my daughter as someone who has
to struggle from one point to the
next getting around the school.
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t. Louis U. High senior Connor
Stinehart earned a spot on KSHE
95 Wednesday as the bass player of the
band Logos. The band won the spot
through a social media contest sponsored by KSHE disk jockey Sweetmeat, who put out a request through
Facebook where fans could recommend their local band favorites.
“Facebook is our main method of
communicating with our fans … we
just asked people for support, and we
got tons and tons of people to comment on the photo that Sweetmeat
posted,” said Stinehart.
The local band spotlight will be
broadcast live next Wednesday at 6:00
p.m., and will feature an interview
with KSHE personality Favazz. Live
and recorded songs will be thrown
into the mix as well.
Stinehart said that the band’s set
list is still tentative, but their performance will definitely include Logos’
latest single, “Like Father, Like Son.”
Logos recently recorded a music video

ZEPTO-AMPS

for the song, which piqued the interest
of Favazz, who will host the band.
The other band members, Cullen O’Donnell and Tom Pike, are both
in their early twenties and play music
full time. Stinehart said that he came
to the group through a “help wanted”
ad in a Crestwood guitar store.
“There happened to be this really nice-looking poster for this band
Logos that needed a bass player. So
I emailed them and auditioned and
they liked me, so now I’m in,” said
Stinehart.
The band has been playing for
several years, after beginning as a high
school project of current drummer
Pike. Logos enjoys a dedicated local
following, and Stinehart says, “We
have a surprising following in Columbia, Missouri. We opened for a band
called Shaman’s Harvest … and (the
crowd) was just electric when we were
up there playing.”
Logos has also enjoyed more local venues such as the Pageant, opening for bands and playing their own
acts.

Stinehart says of Logos’ music,
“It’s sort of a modern take on progressive rock. One of our strongest influences is Rush. Our sound is like theirs,
but it’s a more modern outlook.”
About the KSHE performance,
Stinehart says, “It’s a really huge honor
for me to be on this station, because
it’s the one I’ve listened to since I was a
kid. My dad basically was the one who
got me to fall in love with music, and
it was mostly from the cassette tapes
that he played in his car and listening
to KSHE.
“I would really love to get more
people from SLUH to support the
band,” said Stinehart. “We get all this
student support for athletics and
sports teams, but nobody supports
the SLUH bands, and there’s some
good ones.”
Stinehart says he’s excited about
the future of Logos.
“We might have a summer tour
coming up, and I’m not quite sure
who we’re touring with … but it could
well be someone that people know.”

Student panel explores academic integrity policies
(continued from page 5)
around beginning class with a quiz on
the previous night’s reading, to ensure
that students read the assignment.
Most students agreed that a culture where cheating was permissible
was definitely prevalent at SLUH.
Out of all the factors leading to the
development of that culture, competition and a drive for perfection were
mentioned as playing a large role in
driving students to cheat. An ideal
environment would allow students to
recognize failure and accept it, said senior Tom Blood.
“(Students need to think) if I’m
going to fail, I’m going to fail, rather
than ‘I’m going to try and get out of
failing by looking at my buddy’s worksheet before coming to my next class,’”
said Blood.
According to the panel, the
reputation of SLUH as a school centered around challenging academics
increases these tendencies to cheat.
Bumper stickers given out to sophomores (displaying their GPAs) a few
weeks ago were brought up as tools
that only increase pressure on students.
“(Those bumper stickers) create
an environment where people feel, ‘I
got to do better.’ Sometimes, they feel
the way to do better is to cheat,” said
Schoelch. “Talk about putting kids in
an environment where they now almost feel the need (to cheat), because
(your GPA) is a status symbol of how
you are in your class. That’s ridiculous.”
Instead, the panelists suggested
rewarding clean academic performance moreso than a high grade
point average.
“It actually does fall on the students to have the right outlook. Not
only should you not feel bad about
getting a bad grade, but you should
feel good about not cheating. You
should say—look, I didn’t cheat on
this even when I was presented with
the opportunity to, and that makes me
feel great. I passed that test,” said senior John Bromell.
DeSmet’s attitude toward cheating falls under the lines of rewarding
academic integrity. At the beginning

of every year, incoming freshmen
come together for a class Mass where
they individually sign their name to
the school’s honor code and are presented with a medal symbolizing their
commitment to uphold it.
However, when this plan came
up for discussion at the panel, as an
example of a school proactively rewarding good academic honesty, the
response was fairly lukewarm, with
panels members saying that from
their encounters with DeSmet students, they didn’t believe it changed
them positively.
The conversation shifted to
teachers’ attitudes toward combating
cheating, and concerns were raised
that some teachers’ apparent disregard for cheating helped fuel a culture
where cheating was permissible. Often, teachers would observe cheating
and not take action, recognizing that
they’re fighting a losing battle.
Other students mentioned that
some teachers had completely stopped
assigning homework, recognizing that
students would cheat no matter what
actions were taken.
“Even when teachers see kids
cheating, they’ll usually say, ‘keep
your eyes on your own paper.’ I think
I, in my four years at SLUH, have only
twice seen a teacher pick up someone’s
test and say I was watching you cheat,”
said Schoelch.
Bromell mentioned AP Psychology teacher Tom Kickham’s philosophy
as an ideal one that could hopefully
be spread. Because all of the grade
in Kickham’s classes come from test
grades, very little opportunities for
cheating exist on homework assignments. Therefore, on tests, Kickham
includes a short statement that states
his students are actually taking two
tests—one on their knowledge of psychology, and another, individual test
of their own morality with regards to
whether they choose to cheat on this
test or not.
“He’s got the right idea. When we
refuse to cheat, it’s not out of fear of
punishment. He never mentions punishment. It’s out of a sense of responsibility,” said Bromell.

Some honor codes at other
schools included provisions for various other levels of student trust, such
as having unproctored exams or encouraging students to remove locks
from their lockers. Schoelch and other
students agreed that would be an ideal
environment, but fostering that level
of trust would be difficult to achieve.
“Students wouldn’t be receptive
to the message of unproctored exams,”
said freshman Nick Perryman.
On the other hand, Blood mentioned that classroom environments
that almost went to the level of instilling fear as a deterrent against cheating
were just as effective.
“The instances where I knew I
shouldn’t be cheating were the ones
where I feared the cheating. I keep
joking about fear, but I honestly think
that’s one of the best ways to go about
it,” said Blood.
The panel concluded by agreeing
that some action was necessary, but
the scope of that action was still up for
debate. Most students agreed that the
most effective course would be to step
back and try and alter the viewpoint
that cheating is permissible in some
situations. However, they also acknowledged the difficulty of that task.
“We need to start caring more
about learning, more about people,
and less about the things that are less
prominent. I don’t see a feasible solution to cheating at SLUH right now.
It’s got to be something that everybody buys into—set by the teacher,
set by the administrator—that says
we are accepting if you fail, because
we know that failure without cheating
is so much better than cheating,” said
Schoelch.
“Narrowing the perspective to
the student is what makes most sense.
I don’t know the best way of going
about that. Maybe it’s an honor code.
Maybe it’s something we all agree to
as a school. Or maybe it’s something
the teachers try to instill in their classrooms. Or maybe all of those things,”
said Blood.

February 24, 2012

Friday, February 24
Freshman Retreat
AP
Snack—Sweet Pretzels
7pm
District Basketball Final

Schedule H

Saturday, February 25
Freshman Retreat
Missouri/New Orleans Province NIE Retreat
Tulsa Rugby Tournament
1pm
District Basketball Final
8:30pm V Hockey vs. Oakville @ Hardee’s IcePlex

Sunday, February 26
Missouri/New Orleans Province NIE Retreat
Tulsa Rugby Tournament
2pm
Upward Bound Informational Meeting

Monday, February 27

Schedule M

Mission Week (through March 2)
Missouri/New Orleans Province NIE Retreat
First Day of Spring Sports
AP
Lindenwood University—M115
Snack—Cinni Minis
7pm
Chinese Variety Show
Mission Appalachia Parent/Student Meeting
Lunch Special—Bosco Pizza
Healthy—Italian Sampler Plate

Tuesday, February 28

Schedule R

Junior Kairos Retreat (through March 2)
AP
University of Kansas—M115
Chinese Music Performance
Senior Graduation Tux Measuring
Rosary
Snack—Pizza Sticks
10:45am Southern Illinois University-Carbondale (Sign
up in Naviance)
7pm
College Planning Meeting
Lunch Special—Redi Ribs
Healthy—Turkey Divan

Wednesday, February 29
8:15am Lent Adoration
AP
Senior Graduation Tux Measuring
Snack—Mexican Boscos
Lunch Special—Steak & Cheese
Healthy—Baked Mostaciolli

Thursday, March 1
Faculty Mix-It-Up Lunch
AP
Senior Graduation Tux Measuring
Sustainability Committee Meeting
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Papa John’s Pizza
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan

Friday, March 2
MUNY Adults
AP
Snack—Mozz Sticks
7pm
Mission Week Mixer
Lunch Special—Fish Sticks
Healthy—BBQ Burger

Schedule R

Schedule R

Schedule M
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Above: Senior John Jedlicka administers ashes to students.
Below: Carl Heumann, S.J. celebrates the first all-school
Mass held in the Si Commons on Ash Wednesday.

