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Pancakes and dress code sliced for Mission Week 2012
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BY Adam Thorp
CORE STAFF

S

t. Louis U. High holds itself
with a certain strict dignity,
at least in theory, with rules for
keeping shirts tucked in, facial
hair restrained, and pants long
when in season. But, for a good
cause, standards beyond even the
dress code are allowed to slip. This
past week, students have been encouraged to pay to break dress
code for a series of themed dressdown days, watch teachers pummel each other with dodge balls
(and be repeatedly reminded of
the rules) and attend other events
set up by Student Council (STUCO) as part of SLUH’s second annual Mission Week.
The goal of this year’s Mission
week is to earn $20,000, according to Student Body President
Bryan Mathews. As of Thursday
night, $10,621 had been earned.
Seniors were the largest source
of contributions by about $1,000.
This year’s mission week earnings
seem on track to exceed last year’s
$14,325 total.
The week began Monday with
a prayer service held in the Field
House featuring speaker Betty
Tisdale, the head of H.A.L.O.

Ross ends 11 years
coaching basketball,
will continue to teach
BY Nate
EDITOR

Sporting lumberjack apparrel, sophomores Jeremiah Doyle and Michael Arnott enjoy a pancake breakfast on Thursday.

(Helping and Loving Orphans);
H.A.L.O. is one of four charities
being assisted by Mission Week.
Tisdale spoke of how Dr.
Thomas Dooley, ’44, a doctor and
humanitarian, inspired her to begin work with orphans around
the world. She told how, in the
days leading up to the fall of Sai-

see story, page 3

gon during the Vietnam War,
she worked to help transport the
residents of an orphanage out
of Vietnam and into the United
States, dramatically improving
their lives. A clip from the NBC
news program “Dateline” told the
story of one of those rescued and
adopted children’s reunion with

Connolly
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O’Neil set to survey SLUH
grounds for buried history
uring the excavation of the
Danis Field House four
years ago, BSI construction workers stumbled upon the remains of
a 19th century neighborhood.
The construction workers
discovered several glass bottles,
jars, and other fragments.
“They would just throw (the
artifacts) to the side, and obviously ask us if we wanted it,” Director
of Facilities Joe Rankin said.
St. Louis U. High did want
them, and the pieces were scattered around the SLUH building. A recovered whiskey bottle

actually sat on President David
Laughlin’s desk as a memento of
the construction. The pieces were
slowly forgotten.
This year, however, history
teacher Tim O’Neil discovered
the artifacts around school and
wanted to learn more.
“I talked to Dr. Bannister
about the idea of coming back to
the area and doing more of a systematic survey of the land, and to
see what’s there and possibly to
do some excavation in the future,”
O’Neil said.
Rankin and Laughlin gave
O’Neil the go-ahead to use
continued on page 5
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Tisdale as an adult.
After the service ended, Tisdale remained to answer questions from students and was given
a Mission Week sweatshirt.
Other speakers at the prayer
service included senior Adam
Hunn, who spoke about his Secontinued on page 4

Baumer ’08 wins Gates scholarship,
will study at Cambridge
BY Kieran
REPORTER
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Hockey heads to state

BY Jack Witthaus
SPORTS EDITOR

School to
replace Ross
as coach

ike Baumer ’08 is one of
90 international students
awarded one of this year’s Gates
Scholarship. The scholarship, established by Microsoft executive
Bill Gates, offers the opportunity
for non-Britons to study at Cambridge University in the United
Kingdom. Baumer will use his
scholarship to study particle
physics for a year at the prestigious English institution.
Baumer, in his fourth year at
the University of Chicago, got the
award through the connections
he made outside the school. “It all
fell together so accidentally,” said
Baumer.
Over the summer, Baumer
worked at CERN, an international organization based in Switzerland and France that operates the
Large Hadron Collider (LHC).
The LHC is the largest particle
accelerator ever built. It searches
for answers to some of physics’
most pressing problems by crashing atomic particles together and
analyzing the results. At CERN,
Baumer worked with the ATLAS

Soccer Academy shakes up high school soccer
With a new 10-month training schedule,
the city’s top players now have a difficult
choice to make between select and high
school leagues. Page 7
Racquetball national champs once again
Racquetball wins its third national championship in four years. The team needed
collective effort in the narrow win. Page 6

News

experiment, one of the seven particle detectors at the collider.
During his time at CERN,
Baumer applied for the Gates
Scholarship. Applicants are required to contact their desired
department at Cambridge, and,
says Baumer, “I just ended up
cold-calling the principal investigator at Cambridge, and I basically asked for a job on a whim,
saying, ‘If I apply for this scholarship, can I work for your lab,’ and
he was very supportive ... I finally
got the scholarship, and the lab is
very excited to take me on, and
I’m very excited to go.”
Baumer’s area of study both
at CERN and at the University of
Chicago is a rare phenomenon
called diboson production.
Says Baumer, “Basically,
when you crash protons together
(in a collider), you get a whole
bunch of different things, and
some of those things are called
bosons. Diboson production is
when you get two of these weak
particles produced at once, which
is ... a way to look for hint of the
Higgs boson.”
continued on page 2

Chinese variety show celebrates new year
The audience got in on the action as SLUH
hosted traditional Chinese song and dance
and the SLUH drum ensemble held its first
performance. Page 5
Quiz bowl takes ninth in Jefferson City
After a rocky start, quiz bowl bounced
back to claim the consolation prize in the
last regular season contest. Page 2
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fter 11 years with John Ross
at the helm, the Saint Louis
U. High basketball program will
be making a change. The school
announced on Monday that it
would be seeking a new head basketball coach, the news coming
less than a week after Ross’ final
game, a 72-63 district semifinal
loss to Webster.
Athletic
Director
Dick
Wehner said that, as with any
personnel decision, the school
declined to comment on the reasoning behind the move, simply
saying that “the administration
decided that it was time for a
change.”
Ross, who took over for Don
Maurer as coach in 2001, said he
harbored no ill feelings towards
the school, and plans to stay on
the faculty as a math teacher.
“Of course it was tough, but I
understand,” Ross said. “I understand the administration’s decision. As I’ve said many times, I’m
not bitter about it at all. This job
got me to this school and this is
a special place. As far as coaching
(again), that would be something
that if I ever got into it that would
be a couple years down the road. I
like where I am, and I want to find
other ways to help this become a
better place.”
Principal John Moran was
out of the building Tuesday and
Wednesday and could not be
reached for comment.
Ross went 136-158 in his 11
years as coach. The Jr. Bills posted
only two winning seasons during
that time, although SLUH does
play in the Metro Catholic Conference (MCC), which always
features several strong teams. Despite the performance, Ross said
he had no regrets.
“No, I don’t regret anything,”
said Ross. “Are there some things
I might have done looking back?
Sure. I’m disappointed that we
didn’t win more games, but that’s
about it.”
In his last four seasons, Ross
went 2-30 in MCC play, a number that may have contributed to
his dismissal. But as Wehner was
quick to point out, Ross’ contricontinued on page 4

New teachers learn Ignatian values
With retreats and meetings, the New Ignaitan Educators program gives new
teachers a crash course in Jesuit teachings.
Page 2
Basketball ends season sub-.500
Basketball lost more than it won for the
second year in a row. Senior Matt Clark
earned first-team all-conference. Page 7
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First-year teachers learn Ignatian values through retreats, meetings
BY Joe Kreienkamp
REPORTER

R

ecently, seven St. Louis U.
High teachers went to the
western outskirts of Kansas City,
Kan., for a three-day retreat. The
retreat, held at Savior Pastoral
Center, was part of a program at
SLUH that helps its new teachers become familiar with Ignatian
values.
On this retreat, teachers took
part in small-group meetings and
sessions with speakers. They also
spent much of their time in prayer
and reflection, as well as mingling
with fellow teachers from the St.
Louis and New Orleans provinces.
“The focus was really much
more on how they’re doing personally with becoming people of
faith in these schools, rather than
‘let’s talk about how you teach

your classes,’” said Linhares. “It
wasn’t really focused on the students, but on them as people with
a spiritual life and to try to enrich
their experience with what the Jesuit context is all about.”
The new teachers participate in a four-day orientation,
a fall overnight retreat, a spring
two-night and three-day retreat,
and the eight or nine meetings
throughout the year in order to be
accustomed with Ignatian education and tradition.
The purpose of the meetings
throughout the year is to “find
out how they’re doing,” said Linhares. “A part of (the meeting) is
formational things: sometimes
for prayers, sometimes for discussion, sometimes to read some
things, like to read and discuss the
Grad at Grad,” said Linhares.

In order to make sure teachers will be well-equipped for the
hectic environment at SLUH,
Linhares provides insights for the
teachers. Teachers may ask questions about any topic with which
they are struggling.
“It might be things from how
does technology work, to can I get
an extra key to get into part of the
building, to I’m really struggling
with students who are throwing
me curveballs in class,” said Linhares. “There’s sort of that formational element and then there’s
just that practical teacher support
element.”
The retreat was meant to help
new teachers connect with each
other and Ignatian spirituality.
“We had little lessons on Ignatian spirituality, and we had
small group discussions along

Baumer ’08 wins Gates Scholarship
(continued from page 1)
The Higgs boson particle,
which is theoretically predicted to
exist but has not been experimentally detected, has been a Holy
Grail of sorts for modern particle
physics.
Called by some physicists the
“god particle,” the Higgs boson is
a theoretical particle that would
help explain some of the mysteries that baffle physicists today.
Baumer explained that the Higgs
would help to complete the Standard Model of particle physics,
and eliminate some of its inconsistencies.
“The Standard Model is a
nice way to summarize 50 years
of particle physics experiments,”
said Baumer. “It’s basically a summary of what particles are out
there and how they interact.”
“There are some questions
you can ask the Standard Model,
and it says, ‘infinity!’, and you say,
‘that can’t be right,’ so the Higgs
solves problems like that,” said
Baumer.
Most famously, the Higgs
boson would help explain why all
objects have mass.
At Cambridge, Baumer
would continue his work with
CERN. “The bulk of my work
would be at Cambridge, because
it’s really easy to analyze data
(from CERN),” said Baumer.
There’s a worldwide grid of computers dedicated to analyzing all
this data, and you can access it
from anywhere.”
At the end of his studies,
Baumer will receive an M.Phil. in
Physics, the British equivalent of
a Master’s degree, and then return
to the United States to complete
his Ph.D. Baumer has already
been accepted to physics heavyweights Harvard, Columbia,
Stanford, and Berkeley.
“I got in everywhere I applied, but I’ll defer my actual admission a year and say, ‘Look, I’m
coming next year, save me a spot,’”
he says.
Currently Baumer is finishing his undergraduate thesis,
which he says “is sort of summarizing this groundwork that I’ve
laid for analyzing this diboson
phenomenon ... hopefully it will
be a really good base for me to
extend off of while I’m at Cambridge.”
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with extended periods of alone
time,” said Latin teacher Jennifer
Ice.
“It was probably the best retreat that I have been on before.
They really gave us a lot of time so
that what we were being exposed
to we could really digest, we could
really reflect upon. It was a situation of less is more,” said psychology teacher Tom Kickham.
Throughout the year, the
meetings have been a way for the
teachers to learn how to incorporate an aspect of Ignatian education into their teaching.
“We really have just been
learning more about Ignatius and
the Jesuit way,” said Kickham. “It
hasn’t really gotten into the practicality of teaching. Most of us
have taught before. Everybody is
teaching a different subject and

Quiz Bowl heads to Jeff
City, takes ninth overall
BY Joel Ocampo
REPORTER			

T

Mike Baumer ’08 will study particle physics at Cambridge next year.

Concerning the future of his
field, Baumer says, “We’ll have
the final word on the Higgs boson certainly within the next two
years ... I’d say by next summer
we’ll probably know the story,
and it’s just exciting to be a part
of that.”
Already he says, CERN has
found traces of “a thing that looks
sort of like the Higgs boson,”
though nothing is certain yet. If
the Higgs is found, “that opens
the doors to other really beautiful theories, like super-symmetry,
which ... says that every particle
has a mirror partner, a super
symmetric partner, which causes
these really beautiful things to
happen in the theory, and is a possible explanation for dark matter,”
one more of the mysteries physics
has yet to uncover.
While Baumer warns that
you won’t see technology using the Higgs appearing in your
phone any time soon, he adds that
you’ll probably come across hardware originally developed for his
line of work.
“We wouldn’t have MRIs if
particle physicists hadn’t needed
really strong magnets to bend
their beams of protons. the computers that particle physicists
use can transfer a Blu-ray from
Europe to the States in less than
a second. Eventually the technology from the cutting edge of particle physics will make its way into
the world, so I think it’s important
that way.”
For his own future, Baumer
hopes to become a research professor.
“Unfortunately, the job mar-

ket in particle physics isn’t exactly
booming, and so I’ll have to see
what happens,” he said.
Baumer says he first caught
the physics bug during his time
at SLUH in the AP Physics class
taught by Paul Baudendistel.
“I guess I first (became interested in physics) because it
seemed like it would be really
hard, so it would never get boring ... And it’s turned out that
way, which is great ... Just being
exposed to the field as a whole, it’s
a really beautiful science, and the
scope, the reach of physics was really impressive to me. And I think
Baud brought that out, elucidated
that,” said Baumer
While Baumer was
cleaning out Baudendistel’s room
at the end of his senior year, “He
gave me these posters of the Standard Model that he had gotten
from FermiLab (at the University
of Chicago). I have them hanging
in my room, they’re from 1987,
and there’s a couple of blanks,”
Baumer said.
Baumer and the scientists
working with CERN are hoping
to fill in those very blanks today.
Of the transition from the
classroom to the laboratory, Baumer says, “When you go from a
classroom to a research environment, the universe makes a lot less
sense. It’s something you have to
come to terms with as a researcher. There’s at least as much stuff we
don’t know as stuff we do know,
and it’s a really interesting place
to be in. Nobody really knows any
more than anyone else. It’s a big
group project to figure out what
the heck is going on.”

so I think we are being trusted
as professionals to know how to
teach our subjects. But ideally
they would like us to teach our
various subjects within the context of Jesuit belief. We are getting
the Ignatian ideals so we know
them and can teach within them.”
Linhares hopes that every
teacher benefits from the meetings.
“The thought is for the teachers to learn how to cope with
the school but also so they begin
to get a sense of the Jesuit and
Catholic aspects of the school and
what Jesuit and Ignatian traditions have to by conducting classes and all those sorts of things,”
said Linhares.

o compete last Saturday, the
Quiz Bowl team took a twohour road trip to Helias High
School in Jefferson City to compete against teams from all over
Missouri. The seven matches were
split into a four-match qualifier
round in the morning and a tournament bracket in the afternoon.
The team had a rocky start,
losing two matches in the morning, to Fulton and Helias.
“We knew in the morning
we were gonna have two games
that were going to be tough, and
unfortunately, the round did not
go our way,” said junior Dominic
LaMantia.
Having lost two matches, the
team dropped into the consolation bracket.		
Although the team's members were disappointed that they
did not qualify for the winning
bracket, they did not let their earlier struggle bring them down.

They powered through the afternoon, winning all three of their
matches and coming out on top
in their bracket. The team faced
some struggle at the start of the
afternoon, but they were able to
get through it and take control of
the afternoon.
“A few times we got frustrated and were buzzing in too early
because the other team was catching up, but after a timeout and a
talk with Mr. Corley, we got back
in the game,” explained junior Nathan Mackey.
“I would say the team’s strongest player is junior Kieran Connolly. He answers question after
question, some of them being
things no one else has ever heard
of,” said Mackey. 		
By the end of the day, the
Quiz Bowl team had placed ninth
overall, winning the consolation
bracket. The tournament marked
a successful end to the season for
the team, which will compete for
districts in the summer.

“Strangers Like Me”
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Freshmen and junior group leader Nick Kimble hold a small-group session
Friday night during the annual freshman retreat.

Follow the Jr. Bills hockey team this Wednesday on
Twitter @SLUHHockey

Correction

In Issue 21, an article about the Dauphin Players’ production
Where’s Charley? incorrectly stated the characters played by
Amanda Jerry and Meghan Faddis. Jerry played Kitty Verdun
and Faddis played Amy Spettigue. The Prep News regrets the
error.

HOCKEY
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Hockey throws Tigers to the squids, skates to Cup Finals
BY Justin
REPORTER

Sinay

A

fter a huge win over Oakville
in the first game of the Challenge Cup semifinals last Thursday, the St. Louis U. High varsity
hockey team needed only a tie in
game two to advance to the Challenge Cup final. The Jr. Bills came
through, beating the Oakville Tigers 4-2 to earn a date with rival
CBC in the Challenge Cup final
this Wednesday at 8 p.m. at the
Scottrade Center.
On Saturday night Oakville
scored early in the first period on
a defensive miscue, similar to the
start of the first game.
Walters stifled any momentum the Tigers gained by sniping
the upper right corner of the net
less than five minutes later.
Walters said, “There is no
better feeling in the world than
scoring in a game like that, especially in front of a large SLUH
crowd.”
Senior Trent Lulow scored
less than two minutes later on an
assist from Walters and fellow senior Dan Warnecke to give the Jr.
Bills a 2-1 lead.
The Jr. Bills continued to apply pressure to the Oakville goalie,
but the Tiger goalie made several

fantastic saves to keep his team in
the game.
Head coach Charlie Busenhart said, ”Their goaltending
made them a much better team.
We outplayed them in terms of
our forward and defensive lines.”
Oakville tied the game with
2:48 left in the first period.
The second period ended
with no goals but plenty of scoring opportunities for the Jr. Bills.
Oakville's freshman goalie continued to shine, but SLUH senior
goalie Thomas Place had several
impressive saves as well. Place
saved 29 shots on the night. The Jr.
Bill crowd appeared to be having
quite a bit of fun as well, spouting
off clever cheers.
Busenhart said, “The enthusiasm for the games was absolutely outstanding. It makes the players play that much harder, and it's
that much more fun.”
When Warnecke scored the
go-ahead, empty-net goal with
a little over a minute left in the
game, several SLUH fans threw
squids on the ice, reminiscent of
the Red Wings' tradition at Joe
Louis Arena in Detroit. The Jr.
Bills were hit with a delay of game
penalty as a result of the squid.
Busenhart said, “In one min-

ute and two seconds the other
team can easily score two goals,
especially since you’re shorthanded due to your fans being exuberant, throwing something on to the
ice. Please guys, be enthusiastic,
make it a wonderful game, but
don't hurt your team by throwing
something onto the ice.”
Luckily, the penalty did not
affect the overall outcome of the
game. With 50 seconds left to play
Lulow added his second goal of
the game, an empy netter.
In their second appearance
in the Challenge Cup final in 41
years, the Jr. Bills will face the
team they faced the first time
three years ago: CBC. The Jr. Bills
won two of the three meetings in
the regular season.
Junior Nick Walters said,
”(Oakville) scored first in both
games, but we never panicked,
and I really think that's what
helped us come out on top.”
Busenhart said, “If they put
all of their scoring power on two
lines, we'll have to adjust to that so
they don't overwhelm us. So our
forward lines are going to have
to play better defensive hockey.
Third line will have to step up and
take advantage of their possibly
weakened third line.”

Walters said, “Obviously
CBC is the number one seed, and
they have an amazing school history in hockey. That being said,
we believe that this is our year. We
know that chances like this are extremely rare, and we're unbelievably excited to hopefully bring
SLUH its first state title.”
SLUH is organizing a package deal for the game on Wednesday: You get a bus ride to Scottrade, a t-shirt, two slices of pizza,
and a ticket to the game for $10. A
ticket alone costs $11.
Walters said, “This is such
a rare game to experience, and
there's no way you can miss it.
We have the best fans in high
school hockey, and I know we'll
have an amazing turnout at Scottrade. Thank you all for an amazing season and hopefully you'll
help us bring home the Cup.”
Busenhart added, “Come and
cheer for us, and make it our first
state championship, and prevent
CBC from winning their twelfth
state championship. Let's finish
this off and make it something
that everybody at SLUH will remember about their time in high
school.”
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School to
increase
safety after
championship
BY Jack Witthaus
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he saying “I went to a fight
and a hockey game broke
out” seemed fitting after the Jr.
Bills and Cadets last squared off
in the Challenge Cup finals.
On March 4, 2009, a St.
Louis U. High senior and freshman were taken to the hospital
after suffering injuries from fights
erupting after the game. According to a former PN editor, Kevin
Casey, who wrote a commentary
after the incident (see Volume 73
Issue 23), the senior was mobbed
while attempting to enter a bus.
The senior suffered a bruised
jaw and a bloodied nose. Fortunately, counselor Dennis Dougan
yanked the senior back onto the
bus before further damage was
done.
Besides throwing punches,
CBC fans rattled the SLUHrented buses and jeered and intimidated SLUH fans. However,
SLUH fans remained grounded
continued on page 8

Sports Feature

Dynamic Duo: Lulow and Warnecke lead Jr. Bills to second Challenge Cup
photo | courtesy of Mr. Steven Lulow

Trent Lulow (2) and Dan Warnecke (20) prepare to defend SLUH’s goal.
BY Nathan
CORE STAFF

I

Rubbelke

t was February 2008, and the St.
Louis U. High hockey team was
the closest it had been to its first
Mid-States championship game appearance in over a decade. But the
Red Devils of Chaminade proved
too much, sweeping head coach
Charlie Busenhart’s squad.
Busenhart didn’t know when
he and his team would be that close
to a State title again.
Busenhart also didn’t know
that, on a little strip of New Ballwin
Road, two incoming SLUH freshmen in the Class of 2012 were finishing up their final grade school
classes, and would see the Challenge Cup championship game
twice before graduating.
When the puck drops next
Wednesday at the Scottrade Center,
seniors Dan Warnecke and Trent
Lulow will become the only players
in the 41 years of the SLUH hockey
program to play in two Challenge
Cup Championship games.
Lulow and Warnecke entered
the SLUH hockey program in the
fall of 2008. Both players live just
miles apart in west St. Louis County. The two even went to school under a tenth of a mile away from each
other. But coming into SLUH, they

hardly knew one another.
Warnecke graduated from the
Holy Infant parish school while Lulow was across the street at Rockwood’s Selvidge Middle School.
“They come from completely
different backgrounds,” said Busenhart.
The two did have a brief cup of
coffee together in their youth hockey playing days. Both played for the
same Squirt league team, the Kirkwood Stars, for a season.
But things were a lot different then. Warnecke played defense
at that time, and wouldn’t end up
making the switch to forward until
about age 13. Lulow was just getting into the game, learning how
to play the position of center while
Warnecke was raised on the game,
starting play at the age of five.
While both continued playing
serious hockey, they wouldn’t see
each other again until it was time to
suit up in the blue and white.
“I don’t think we even ever
played against each other,” said
Warnecke, about his and Lulow’s
middle school days.
When Lulow and Warnecke
stepped on the ice for their first
high school practices, it was apparent to Busenhart that both would
be impact players throughout their

four years.
“It was obvious that their skill
level was going to improve,” said
Busenhart.
While both made the varsity
team as freshmen, it was still unsure where they would fit on the
team that year. Both ended up on
the team’s third line.
“At the beginning of the year,
we were kind of in and out of
games,” said Warnecke. “Come the
regular season and every game at
the end of the season, we were regulars. We expected to play.”
The third line's usual role is to
eat ice time for the first two lines
and to avoid letting goals be scored.
But by season’s end, Lulow and
Warnecke exceeded expectations.
In the team’s quarterfinal playoff round that year, Lulow scored a
hat trick against Webster.
“We weren’t expected to do
much except make sure our line
didn’t get scored on,” said Lulow.
“To go out there and help the team
win was pretty awesome.”
The contribution of the third
line helped SLUH propel through
the semifinals and play in the
school’s first Challenge Cup championship game.
In their sophomore and junior seasons, Warnecke and Lulow
moved up to the second line and
eventually became first-line players,
the major role players on the team.
But they failed to get back to the finals, as SLUH had lost in the semifinals the past two seasons.
But through these experiences,
both gradually earned leadership
roles and saw the pieces of their
class come together.
They got to see senior goalie
Thomas Place play understudy to
Justin Ragland and earn his starting
spot this season. They saw senior
defenseman Joey Luongo step in
during his junior year after sitting
out sophomore year as a transfer
from CBC. They also saw senior

grinder Tim Coleman return this
season after suffering a shoulder injury last year.
“It’s nice to see a lot of other
people step up that coach really
didn’t have that high of expectations for,” said Lulow. “They are
stepping up and playing well, and
it’s a big part of our team.”
Part of the dedication from
this year’s senior class stems from
the leadership of Lulow and Warnecke. They both emphasize that
they try to do most of their leading
through action.
“We have been more of lead
by example people, doing the smart
things on and off the ice,” said Warnecke.
Added Lulow, “We are not big
rah-rah kind of guys. We lead by
doing the right things at practice.
We practice really hard.”
Busenhart is most impressed
by the chemistry between the two
on the ice.
“They both know each other’s
moves so well and if you watch the
game, you can tell when one is going one direction, the other one
knows exactly where to put himself
in the given space and time,” explained Busenhart.
The two will have to use that
chemistry one final time, next
Wednesday. It is only fitting that
as they suit up one last time in the
SLUH uniform, they also will be
playing their most important game.
While both are already making
history as the first SLUH players
with two State finals appearances,
they want to be SLUH’s first ever
State champions.
Winning a State championship
would be more than just a win for
the team of 2011-2012; both players
explained that it would be a mark
for the SLUH hockey program.
“Maybe if we won a state
championship, people would look
at SLUH as more of a school to go to
for (hockey),” said Lulow. “I know

that is not what SLUH is about, but
it doesn’t hurt.”
Both players hesitate to say
that they have left a distinct legacy.
If nothing else, they hope they’ve
brought a greater desire for winning to the program.
“I won’t say it was me and
(Dan) that elevated the program,”
said Lulow. “But over the past few
years, since more hockey players
are coming to SLUH, it is becoming
known as a better (hockey) school.”
Warnecke explained that, win
or lose next Wednesday, he hopes
the leadership he, Lulow, and his
class have shown will continue the
winning culture.
“I would hope to think that
they could keep it going,” he said.
Busenhart agreed that it’s
tough to define Lulow’s and Warnecke's legacy. Over 41 years of
coaching, he stressed that players
have come and gone who have elevated the program to its current
state.
When the final horn sounds
next Wednesday, and whether or
not the Challenge Cup is hoisted,
Lulow’s and Warnecke’s intensity
will continue to inspire Busenhart.
“(They) always have been
competitive,”
said
Busenhart.
“They are extremely intense on the
ice, and extremely well-focused.”
That intensity leads Busenhart
to believe that Lulow and Warnecke
will make history next Wednesday,
helping notch the first Challenge
Cup for SLUH.
“They tell us (that) they are
not going to lose this,” explained
Busenhart. “This is our championship. You know that’s quiet leadership, and that is great leadership.”
That leadership coupled with
a Challenge Cup just might leave
Lulow and Warnecke with a legacy
they never imagined.
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(continued from page 1)
nior Project in Honduras, and
teacher Rob Garavaglia, who
spoke about Pax Christi. Senior
Will Edwards closed the the service with a gospel song.
Mathews thought the prayer
service went better than expected.
“We weren’t sure how people
would take to Mrs. Tisdale. It was
different from last year; people
didn’t particularly like the Adoration. This year we tried to switch
things up, made it a gospel song,
just do something different. I’ve
probably gotten like ten or 15 different compliments from students
and teachers talking about how
they liked it.”
Students were given the
choice of paying $5 for dressdown, or dressing formally for
the prayer service. This pattern
would continue throughout the
week with the rest of the dressdown days being themed. For
instance, Wednesday’s theme was
pajamas and Thursday’s was lumberjacks (flannel). The majority
of the money from the week is
expected to be raised from these
dress down days.
During Tuesday’s activity
period, students could pay one
dollar for admission to a dodgeball tournament between different groups of teachers. Refereed
by students, teachers had to be
reminded not to stray over the
central lines that divided the two
teams. The championship game
was won by the Brock Kesterson All Stars against a team hail-

ing from the President’s Office.
Student teams could compete in
their own tournament that same
evening.
“It was kind of cool to see that
the teachers were having so much
fun and also helping out the missions,” said sophomore Matthew
Whalen.
Events continued through
the week with a game of musical
chairs Wednesday and a Pancake
Breakfast before school Thursday
Today, teachers offer a variety
of of different activities. Among
the more than ten different events
being offered are science teacher
Kathy Chott’s offering students
the chance to conduct dry-ice experiments for two dollars and history teacher Anne Marie Lodholz
selling chances to win a cheesetasting with her.
To conclude the week, the
first-ever Mission Week mixer
will be held tonight starting at 7
p.m. Admission is $7.
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Top left: Students fight for the last chairs in Wednesday’s all-school musical chairs game.
Top right: John Lan Tran, S.J. hurls a dodgeball in the teachers’ tournament.
Bottom left: Students shake hands with Betty Tisdale, the founder of H.A.L.O., at Monday’s ceremony.
Bottom right: Students chow down White Castle crave cases in the Crave Case Race.
photo | Ben Banet
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Ross dropped as head basketball coach, will remain as math teacher
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Ross organizes a huddle during a basketball game this year.

36+2

Juniors Sam Chott and Kurt Thiemann are
the latest SLUH students to score a top score
on the ACT. Since the class of 2005, twenty-six SLUH students have aced the test.
The Prep News asked Chott and Thiemann
about the test and their plans for the future.

Sam
Chott

(continued from page 1)
butions extended far beyond the
court.
“Coach Ross has done a great
job with developing a lot of young
men, and also his pastoral work
that he had the basketball team
involved in and that he had the
team involved in.”
That pastoral work included
Ross spearheading fundraisers
for the charity Coaches vs. Cancer and organizing a “Paint it
Pink” game which raised money
for breast cancer. This year, Ross
helped to run a shoe drive, where
students could attend a game for
free if they donated a pair of tennis shoes to the Shoe Man water
project.
In addition, Ross ran SLUH’s
summer basketball camp and was
well liked by officials.
“Coach Ross has been a model coach in terms of demeanor,
representing our school, representing our kids,” said Wehner.
Ross was the last coach of a
team that played its games in the
Backer Memorial and the first to
coach in the Danis Field House.
He said that the transition between the two buildings will always stand out as a powerful experience for him.
“That last night in the old
gym was very special. It was a

great game. And then that first
game in the Danis field-house,
bringing back all the alumni and
all the old coaches was incredible,” said Ross.
Ross said that thing he appreciated the most during his tenure
was working with the players and
watching them develop as players
and people.
“Just the great men whose
lives I was able to be a part of.
That relationship is special,” said
Ross. “It’s different than the teacher-student relationship. You get to
know the kids, you get to know
their families and that’s really
special. It’s more about seeing the
change in the kids you coached 10
years ago when they come back to
visit.”
Ross said this last year’s team
was filled with players whom he
will miss being around.
“It was a very, very enjoyable
year,” said Ross. “It was fun showing up for practice, showing up
for games. It’s just a neat group of
kids. They were very, very close as
close, a group of kids as I’ve had
in 11 years.”
While there is no set timeline
for locating a new coach, Wehner
said that “in a perfect world” the
school will have found Ross’ successor by April 1. As of now, however, a search committee has yet

to be formed, and Wehner has
been the sole person to identify
candidates.
The last time the position was
open, it drew over 50 applicants,
and plenty of interest is expected
this time as well. Wehner has
what he calls a short list of people
he thinks would be good for the
position, but the school will still
go through a process similar to
the hiring of any teacher or administrator, first accepting applications and then going through
interviews.
“We’ve had a tremendous
amount of interest in the position,” said Wehner.
Whoever the coach ends up
being, Wehner wants to make
sure that, while they do have some
success on the court, it will come
down to more than that.
“We’re looking for someone
who embodies the values of Jesuit
education, someone who is a good
leader, someone who can motivate young men,” said Wehner.
“We want someone who is a good
teacher. If you look at most successful coaches, they tend to be
good teachers.”
“I think being a coach in
high school comes down to a lot
more than wins and losses,” added
Wehner.

Where did you Your test day
take the test?
breakfast?

Most interesting
reading passage?

CBC.

Toast with nutella.

Something about a stand-up Any colleges with
comedian.
good Computer Science programs. No
specifics yet.

Mr. Hannick’s prep
class helped immensely.

My aunt made me
blueberry pancakes
with some bacon and
orange juice.

There was this story about a
daughter who was obsessed
with her mom’s hands; it
kinda creeped me out.

Take practice tests
and, more importantly, don’t freak out
during the test.

Kirkwood
Kurt
Thiemann High School.

What are your
Overall secret to
college plans so far? your success?

I’m thinking east
coast, but nothing
too specific right
now.
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Chinese variety show celebrates new year Rifle shoots for Nationals
SLUH drummers hold first performance
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BY David
REPORTER

Ayeke

T

The SLUH Chinese drumming ensemble performs before the start of the variety show Monday.
BY Sam Fentress
REPORTER

A

s the lights dimmed in the
Joseph F. Schulte theater this
past Monday evening, an ensemble of Chinese drummers from St.
Louis U. High took the stage, red
cloth wrapped around their heads
and their hands using sticks to
beat their drums rapidly. The
drummers were the opening for
a variety performance by a troupe
of teachers and teachers-to-be
from East Normal University in
Shanghai.
“It’s a lot more of a workout
than you think,” said freshman
drummer Drew Koetting. “But
even though it’s tiring, it’s relaxing. It’s a lot of fun.”
The performance featured
several acts, beginning with a
Chinese folk music performance
by six musicians, who played two
songs called “Overture to Happiness,” and “Jambalaya.” The music
segued into a dance called “Flowers,” a flowing act where dancers
exchanged flowers and drifted
across the stage.
After the dance, a Chinese
soloist performed a song called
“At the Top of Mountain Dong.”
Two of the folk musicians returned to the stage to play another tune called “Give Me a Rose.”
Another dance ensued, called
“Ta Ge,” where a group of longsleeved dancers elegantly twirled
about the stage. The folk flutist

returned to play a solo entitled
“New Melody for the Herdsman.”
After that, a piano was
pushed onstage and a pianist performed two songs. The first one,
“Spring Dance,” started out slow,
but the pianist was eventually
bouncing about the keys, creating
a very upbeat atmosphere. For the
second song, “Horse Racing,” the
pianist was joined by a violinist,
who created stunning horse-like
sounds with her violin.
“The traditional music was
very innovative,” said Chinese
teacher Ching-Ling Tai.
Dance hit the stage once
again after, with a performance of
“Girls in Ancient City.”
“I went to the performance
to get extra credit, but I actually ended up really enjoying it. It
was very different than any performance I've ever gone to and
I thought it was an interesting
way to learn more about a foreign
country. Their style of dance is
very different from the western
culture, so it was entertaining,”
said Cor Jesu freshman Kathryn
Wagner, who takes Chinese.
During these performances,
the emcee asked a few people
from the audience to come onto
the stage to experience a few of
the arts firsthand. High school
students and some random audience members got to learn how to
play the Er Hua, a type of Chinese
violin, and learn moves from a
traditional Chinese dance.

“But my favorite part of the
performance was probably the
audience participation. People
from the audience, including my
friends and I, were able to try out
the different Chinese instruments
and learn part of the dances,” said
Wagner, who left the show with a
few new dance moves.
One of the highlights of
the performance was Bian Lian,
an ancient Chinese art where
a masked and brightly-clothed
performer seemingly magically
changes his masks.
The performance ended with
an acrobatic act which culminated in the entire group of performers coming on stage to take their
final bows.
The audience was a combination of high school students,
children, and adults. The audience was also largely Chinese, the
result of an e-mail group Tai sent
informational e-mails to, encouraging people to come.
The Chinese drummers will
continue to work the rest of the
year, and Tai hopes they will be
able to perform at the St. Louis
Botanical Garden’s Chinese Culture day. However, they will need
a few more performers for an outdoor performance.
“I hope that I can recruit
more SLUH guys to participate,”
said Tai. “If it’s going to be optimal, we really need more people.”

map | imagery from Google Earth, composed by Tim O’Neil, edited by Matt Cooley

he Riflebills shot at the 3-position Montgomery Bell
Academy Rifle Classic and an
international all-standing match
right in Saint Louis U. High’s very
own rifle range last weekend—
during the Freshmen Retreat, no
less
The annual match began at
10:30 a.m. for the varsity team,
followed by a second relay for the
freshman just as they returned
from retreat. It was a long, intense day for both the Riflebills
and Montgomery Bell Academy
(MBA), but in the end the Riflebills lost to MBA by 17 points
in the 3-poisition match and 32
points in the international, scoring 2,251 and 1,436, respectively.
“We were hoping for a better outcome,” said junior Luke
Brooks. “We were expecting an
undefeated season this year.”
“It was not the best day,” said
coach Bresnahan. “All of the varsity guys were off from their usual
score, but we are expecting it to
change Saturday.”
This Saturday, the Riflebills
will be shooting their final match
of the school year to qualify for
Nationals in the summer. In years
past, varsity has often taken first

place or qualified in Missouri,
and have performed well enough
to be one of the top teams in the
country at Nationals. In 2008, the
varsity team took second in the
country, and in 2009 they took
fifth.
“I’m really optimistic about
Nationals this year”, said junior
Matt Rudolf. “Usually we are incredible and we hope to get better
every year.“
Though going to Nationals
this year may be a given for the
varsity team, one freshman may
be going as well.
“One of our team members
will be in Russia this summer,”
said coach Bresnahan. “We have
less people—only had four varsity
members this year—so we will
have to take one member from
the freshman C team.”
For freshmen Chip Alfaro,
Matt Bates, Thomas Lally, and
Brennan McFarland, this could be
the opportunity of a lifetime.
“SLUH has never sent a
freshman to nationals before, it
would be an honor to shoot with
the varsity,” said Bates.
For one freshman, qualifying
for Nationals on Saturday could
be one of the best moments of his
year.

Field to be surveyed for artifacts
(continued from page 1)
ground-penetrating
surveying
equipment to map the entire upper field. O’Neil hopes to have the
field surveyed before Easter.
The purpose of the project is
to further enlighten SLUH about
its past. Before the Backer Memorial, the land in 1911 was used as
a high school athletic field, complete with a wooden grandstand.
O’Neil speculates the field might
have been a baseball diamond.
The upper field used to be
the site of 25 houses. O’Neil reasons that the neighborhood was
middle class and largely Scandinavian.
“(This research project) helps
to put (SLUH) in its historical
context,” O’Neil said. “It helps
us to learn more about (SLUH),
about how we’ve come to be and
changed as well.”
Assisting O’Neil is Dr. Tom
Finan, ’85, a history professor
and the director of International
Studies at SLU. Finan has known
O’Neil for several years in part
through excavation research the
two have done together in Ire-

Left: this is a 2011 Google Earth
image overlayed with a 1911 St.
Louis zoning map.
1. The site where construction
workers building the Danis
Fieldhouse in 2009 found the
whiskey jar (right).
2. The current Danis Field
house.
3. The field planned to be surveyed.
4. The 1911 map shows a
grandstand on the site where
SLUH was later built in 1923,
looking over an area mysteriously labeled the “High School's
Athletic Field.”

land. Finan taught history at
SLUH from 2000 to 2003.
Their main goal of the SLUH
project is to get students involved.
“We always looking for projects where we can bring students
into the equation,” Finan said.
“And then further bring high
school students into a research
project that has very tangible research outcomes and that exposes
them to real-world research projects.”
Finan will use magnetic susceptibility and electrical resistivity tools to look under the ground.
The tools are owned by SLU. Finan and O’Neil plan to teach the
student volunteers to use the tools
and do the majority of the surveying, which should take a full day’s
work.
Ultimately, neither teacher
nor professor can predict what
lies buried underneath.
“We have a general sense of
what’s out there by looking at the
maps,” O’Neil said. “But it’s one
of those things with archaeology,
you never really know for sure.
There’s always surprises. Always.”
photo | Jack Witthaus
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SLUH’s racquetball team poses with its national championship plaque and individual medals.
BY Fritz Simmon
reporter

T

hree in four years! For the
seniors, this was their third
national racquetball title in three
years, something no class has ever
done before.
Nationals this year was
held in Portland, Ore. SLUH
took 23 players out west for the
five day, gut-wrenching tournament. The tournament featured
more than 40 high schools from
across the country, competing for coveted gold medals in
singles and doubles divisions.
At Nationals, every win earns
points for your team. Wins in division 6 are worth less than wins
in division 5 and so on, with Division 1 wins worth the most
points. With arguably one of the
best teams SLUH has ever seen,
they were able to earn a significant
amount of points in each division.
There are six singles divisions
and three doubles divisions, with
several consolation brackets
based on the number of times a
player loses. Essentially, each win
nets points for SLUH, but a loss
drops one from individual national champion contention.
The tournament got started
with a solid first round win from
senior No. 1 seed Joe Koch. Koch
was the No. 2 seed overall but
only made it to the quarterfinals.
Koch lost 15-14, 15-14, in the
quarters against freshman standout Matthew Goolsby of Reynolds
High in Portland. Koch tried everything he could, but it seemed
as if Goolsby had powers within
that only he could unleash.
Senior No. 2 seed Rob Laurentius followed Koch by winning
the first medal of the tournament
for SLUH. Laurentius, known for
consistency, lost in a close second
round match, but this sent him to
the blue bracket, where he rolled
over everyone in his way and received the gold medal.
Senior Fritz Simmon followed Laurentius with a gold
medal of his own in the third
division. Simmon won 15-14,
12-15, 11-5, in an exhilarating
payback match against Vianney’s
Dan Tierrany. Since he also won
Nationals last year in division 5,
Simmon is the first player in Missouri’s history to win two Nation-

al titles.
Mohrmann kept the gold
medals flowing with one of
his own. After losing 11-10
in the tiebreaker of an exciting division 4 singles match,
Mohrmann dropped to the blue
bracket. He did not let this get
to him, though. He went on to
win the blue division and take
home the golden hardware.
After
the
tournament
Mohrmann said, “People don’t
give us nearly as much credit as
we deserve, and we’ve had far
more success in the past four years
than any of the other sports teams
at SLUH. There isn’t an amount of
money in the world that I would
accept to take back the experiences I’ve had this year and in the
past three years with racquetball.”
Division 5 was no less thrilling for SLUH. Junior No. 1 seed
Lorenzo Crim destroyed everyone in his way on the road to the
finals, where he dropped a very
close match, 15-14, 15-12.
The Jr. Bills got off to a great
start in Division 6 with impressive
wins from sophomores Robert
Hayes, Alex Burbee, Drew Ferguson, and Jacob Abrahamian.
After the first round, Burbee and
Thomas Riganti were the only
two sophomores to advance in the
gold division.
The other three sophomores
who lost dropped into the blue division. Shortly joining them were
sophomores Gabe McCullough
and Drew Bollinger and senior
Jeremy Compton. Bollinger advanced all the way to the finals
and Compton to the quarters.
In the white division of the
6 bracket, junior Alex Reitz took
first place in stunning fashion. He
narrowly escaped the clutches of
senior Paul Harris on his road to
the white division title.
Even though SLUH’s underclassmen fared very well in the
lower bracket, the upperclassmen
showed their dominance where it
mattered the most—in the gold
division. Seniors Mike Fotouhi,
Kevin Landgraph, Will Powers,
and Jack Sellman all won their
first two matches before falling,
scoring points for SLUH. Slightly
ahead of them senior Ryan Shea
and Thomas Rignati finishied
with close losses in the quarterfinals.

in recent memory. On their way
to the bronze medal, they conquered Connor Laffey and Jamie
Stell. Laffey finished second in the
whole tournament and Stell had
always been a SLUH killer at Nationals.
Koch said, “I thought that after Nationals this year I would be
content to play a lot less racquetball, but I think the tournament
had the opposite affect on me. I’m
already excited to play in the next
tournament. I want to get better.”
With some surprising losses
on Saturday, the Jr. Bills went
into the final day wondering if
they would have enough points
to win. With a handful of clutch
wins on Sunday, they hung on to
a slim lead and won the national
championship.
Head coach Joe Koestner
said, “There was extreme competition at all levels. By the depth of
our team we were able to grab the
lead on the first day and never let
go. Due to the complexity of the

scoring matrix though, it was not
clear that we won until the very
end. I think that the reason we
were able to hold on was because
of our players’ stamina. Those
who had prepared well for Nationals showed what hard work
can do.”
This win meant much more
than just another award for SLUH.
For Koestner it was his sixth National title. For seniors Koch,
Laurentius, Simmon, Mohrmann,
Compton, and Powers, this was
their third in four years. With a
new banner soon to be hung in
Koestner’s office, no one will ever
be able to forget the dynasty the
seniors left on SLUH.
It was a picture perfect ending to a year of hard work and
suffering. The Jr. Bills went into
the season with high hopes and
left with a national championship
plaque in hand.

In the semifinals SLUH
took three out of the four spots.
photo | Alex Reitz
Hagerty, Cirillo, and Burbee all
competed for the gold medal. In
an extremely close match, Cirillo
edged out Hagerty 15-14, 8-15,
11-6, for the chance to go to the finals. Cirillo would go on to defeat
Burbee in the finals and Hagerty
would take third place. This was
Cirillo’s first and SLUH’s second
national champion of the tournament.
With Cirillo playing well and
stellar advice from SLUH assistant coach Jeff Rombach, Cirillo
and Crim reclaimed the title in
doubles. The two won division
three as sophomores, so it was no
surprise that they were the favorites this year.
Despite their seeding, the
road to the finals was still not
easy. In the semifinals they had
to face Missouri state champion
doubles team of Ryan Shea and
Luke Hagerty. These seniors
would not go down without a
fight. In an extremely heated battle, the juniors barely pulled out
on top, winning 15-14, 8-15, 11-4.
Shea said, “It was great watching everyone on our team giving Senior Jack Mohrmann prepares to serve at Nationals.
everything they had and having it
pay off.”
Other noteworthy matches
in division 3 doubles included an
impressive 15-1, 15-14, win from
seniors Paul Harris and Jack SellThe Father-Son banquet will be held on Sunday, March 11 in the
man. The two were able to do this
Commons. There will be a Mass in the Chapel at 5:15 pm and doors
without having ever stepped on
will open at 6:00 pm. Dinner will be served at 6:45 pm. The banquet
the court together.
will cost $30.00 and includes dinner. This year’s guest speaker will
In the consolation bracket,
be Dan Flynn ’73, CEO and Secretary General of the United States
sophomores Andrew Ney and JaSoccer Federation. Visit the Father’s Club section on the SLUH
cob Workman put up one of the
website for online registration information. Email Connie Leinauer
most thrilling matches of the enat cleinauer@sluh.org with any questions.
tire tournament. Playing on the
glass-wall court, everyone could
see the two duke it out with their
opponents. Despite some great
tactics and serves, the two lost 1513, 9-15, 11-7.
The losses in doubles were
compounded by a fourth place
finish from No. 2 doubles team of
Interested in writing for your school newspaper?
seniors Simmon and Mohrmann.
Come up to the Prep News office (J220) after school
The two worked beautifully together in their first match, but
today. We’re especially looking for writers to cover
could not find their groove in
spring sports.
their last two matches.
Senior doubles team of Rob
Laurentius and Joe Koch fared
much better though, finishing
third overall, the highest a SLUH
No. 1 doubles team has finished

Father-Son Banquet

Calling all interested writers!
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Another year of MCC strugles, sub-.500 record for basketball
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Sophomore forward Austin Sottile drives his way past his opponent to the basket. Sottile averaged 8.3 ppg.
BY Brian
STAFF

Dugan

E

ntering the season, the goals
of the St. Louis U. High basketball team (13-15 overall)
varied, ranging from success in
the Metro Catholic Conference
(MCC) to a strong overall record
to simply developing good relationships with teammates.

Even though head coach
John Ross was dismissed from his
coaching duties shortly after the
season, the Jr. Bills still managed
to come to together as brothers in
a season that didn’t quite meet expectations.
“I wanted to win three MCC
games,” recalled senior forward
Daniel Schmidt.

Senior guard Matt Clark,
first-team all-conference, expected a bit more than Schmidt.
“I wanted to go .500 in the
MCC,” said Clark. “And I thought
we could also do something in
Districts.”
Fan favorite senior guard LJ
Hernandez looked forward to
something in addition to a re-

spectable record.
“Have a lot of fun,” deadpanned Hernandez when asked
what he hoped to achieve at the
beginning of the season.
To much disappointment,
the three or four MCC win
benchmark eluded the Jr. Bills,
as did the two-win milestone. In
fact, not a single regular-season
MCC game ended in a SLUH victory. Not until the first round of
District playoffs, when SLUH defeated Chaminade 62-46, did that
first MCC win of the year come.
Their first MCC win in the past
two years, actually.
“It was fun beating Chaminade in the Districts,” said Ross.
“There were a lot of things (this
season) that really were a lot of
fun. But the Chaminade game is
something I remember.”
Early in the season, it seemed
that the Jr. Bills might find some
surprising success after claiming
the Southside Classic title with
wins of 20, 14, and 27 point margins in the first three games of the
season.
A week later, SLUH participated in the Webster Classic,
where it stumbled to a fourth
place finish. Despite a gritty 5956 win in the first round against
Maplewood-Richmond Heights
that featured a 13-0 Jr. Bill run to

take control of the game and leadership from Clark that became a
constant all year, the Jr. Bills fell to
Lee’s Summit North in the semifinals before dropping the thirdplace game to Belvidere North.
Despite the disappointing
result of the tournament, the win
versus
Maplewood-Richmond
Heights still resonates with the
team as a top highlight even after
the season’s end.
“Beating Maplewood, that
was a high point,” said Hernandez. “That was a good win for us.”
But in the next tournament
at MICDS over Christmas break,
SLUH faced its first significant
obstacle: Clark had sprained his
ankle early in the third-place
game. With Clark missing the
majority of that game, the Jr. Bills
finished another tournament in
fourth.
Clark missed one more game,
a loss to Vianney, before returning
in a loss to Chaminade to round
out the first half of MCC play
with an 0-4 conference record.
More significant in the Chaminade game, however, was the loss
of senior guard Jeffrey Mayberger
when he dove for a loose ball and
wound up tearing his meniscus
and was lost for the year.
Unfortunately, one more sigcontinued on page 8

New Development Academy policy prompts concern for SLUH soccer
BY Ryan Dowd
SPORTS EDITOR

S

occer is different in St. Louis.
Soccer is different in the Metro
Catholic Conference (MCC). But
this year the fate of high school
soccer in St. Louis may lie in the
hands of the city’s best young
players, in the hands of 16-and
17-year-olds, as they will have to
choose between participating in
the U.S. Soccer Developmental
Academy or playing for their high
school team.
In 2007, U.S. Soccer and
the country’s top youth clubs,
including St. Louis’s Scott Gallagher, formed a coalition creating the U.S. Soccer Development
Academy. These top clubs now
sponsored Academy teams for
their most talented and dedicated players. The St. Louis area
has four such teams, two in each
age grouping and on each side
of the Mississippi river, all with
Scott Gallagher. The ultimate goal
of these Academy programs is to
close the gap between American
soccer and European and South
American soccer by training and
profiling America’s most talented
players earlier and longer.
St. Louis U. High head coach
Charlie Martel said, “(The Academies) are trying to keep their
players together year-round and
have them play against the best
clubs from other areas of the
country, which is what Scott Gallagher is trying to do.”
Fast-forward five years, and
the Academies have been a success, as arguably the most talented
group of youngsters in American
soccer look to make a splash in
the next World Cup. But now the
United States Soccer Federation
has decided to have the U.S. Soccer Development Academy teams
play a ten-month schedule, from
September to July, forcing those
players who want to continue

with the Academy to give up playing for their high school teams.
This decision has unsurprisingly resulted in an outcry from
coaches, parents, players, and
anybody else with an opinion on
the matter. But despite the negative reaction, which is fervent in
St. Louis, U.S. Soccer is set on
their plan. The curtain has drawn
on the first act, as high-schoolers
take the stage and must make
what might be one of the most
difficult decisions of their lives.
SLUH Athletic Director Dick
Wehner said, “I understand if a
player wants to train year round
at the Academy, but man, there’s
something about playing for your
high school and walking down
that hall wearing that SLUH soccer shirt. There’s something about
that that can’t be replaced.”
Martel said, “We try to get
our guys to see that just putting
on the jersey is an honor, and it’s
a privilege to wear the St. Louis U.
High soccer jersey because of that
tradition, so I think that’s the allure of the whole thing.”
Martel and Wehner stressed
that while the soccer program
might take a hit, the tough decision these young players have is
what’s unfortunate.
Wehner said, “I think we’re
going to lose some good players, and we wish them well. But
there’s only one chance to play
high school soccer with your high
school friends and have that student body, all 800 of them in Soccer Park, cheering you on. That’s
something that you’ll never get to
experience.”
“Playing high school soccer
in St. Louis is something that is
unique in many many ways, and
forcing a young man to make that
decision, for me, is somewhat
problematic,” said Martel.
Dave Schilly, the Scott Gallagher Metro Academy Director,

said, “It is for the Academy players
only, so a lot of people are confusing club soccer with the Academy.
Of my 250 players, only about 35
of that group are Academy players so those are the only kids that
would be affected by it. The other
220 players will still participate in
their high school season and in a
seven-month club season just like
they do now. It’s going to affect
some, but it’s not going to affect
everybody.”
Legendary CBC soccer coach
and the most successful high
school soccer coach in American
history Terry Michler penned
a widely-acclaimed article on
the subject. He championed the
side of high school athletics and
its benefits for players. Michler
stressed the bonds formed between teammates, the time management and hard work soccer
instills, and the memories a player
takes away from his experiences.
Michler said, “These kids
(that decide to play for the Academy) are losing this whole special high school experience. Yes,
they’ll probably become better
players playing year-round for
their Academy team, but there’s
nothing like putting on that jersey and representing your school
in a rivalry game in front of your
friends and family and classmates.”
Schilly, however, makes the
point that playing for the Academy widens a player’s social sphere.
“Those same sorts of bonds
that you have with your high
school teamates can happen at the
Academy, and to me it only enhances the social aspect of (high
school). They have those bonds
with their buddies at school, and
they also now have relationships
(with kids) they’re playing with
at the Academy and having those
experiences,” said Schilly.
Both Michler and Wehner

argue that most of the money
colleges award to students is for
academic reasons. Michler points
out that the average college soccer
team has only about 10 athletic
scholarships to give out.
This past year, senior goalie
and Dayton commit Ryan Suddarth played exclusively for his
club team. Suddarth has no regrets.
“You get to go to a lot more
places where college coaches will
be there to see you, whereas college coaches may not come to see
you in your town,” said Suddarth.
Suddarth added, “I’ll be honest, it’s much more fun to play for
your school with all the fans and
everything and everybody there
cheering for you, but with a club
it’s a lot faster pace. It’s a higher
level. It’s better soccer, and that’s
where you get initially scouted.”
Schilly added, “Our first
event is a showcase with 200-300
college coaches there, so our kids
(who play high school soccer)
are used to a lower level because
they’re coming off a high school
season and the kids they are being
compared to are playing in a 10
month season leading into those
showcases.”
What some fear is that with
the departure of some of the area’s top talent, the quality of high
school soccer will in turn fall,
especially in the MCC. That may
not be the case, however.
“I do think the quality of the
MCC will suffer. That’ll happen
when some of the top-tier talent
leaves, but the conference will be
just as competitive,” said Michler.
Martel said, “I think it’s going
to hurt the quality of play. Will we
find enough players to play? Yes,
and we’ll play them, and we’ll be
happy to do that.”
Wehner had an interesting
theory.
“I think it’s going to hurt the

public school teams more than
the elite programs,” he said.
Usually, if a public school is
good, they have a couple of stars
that carry the team, and if those
star players move on to the Academy, those teams will be left without the key cogs that made them
contenders. Whereas superpowers like SLUH, Vianney, or CBC
have stockpiles of soccer talent to
offset losing some of their most
talented players.
Despite the apparent friction,
the SLUH soccer program doesn’t
hold a grudge against U.S. Soccer
or players that decide to move on
from the program.
Martel said, “I don’t think
there’s an evil intention of any
kind here. It just forces young
men to make a decision that they
would rather not make, and one
I don’t think they should have to
make.
“They’re trying to win and
create better players,” said Martel.
“If I were trying to do that, I think
I would do what they are doing,
or at least I would consider it. But
I think they have to consider the
other side as well and what kinds
of choices they’re forcing these
young men to make.”
The program will know more
and maybe even who they will lose
at their meeting next Wednesday.
Will this alter St. Louis soccer
as we know it? We’ll see.
Wehner said, “In 1971-1972,
the Missouri State High School
Activities Association made a
huge decision to move the soccer
season from winter to fall, and everybody said, ‘Oh my God! It’s going to kill soccer in St. Louis. Oh
my God! Soccer is not going to be
able to coexist with football.’ You
know what? Everything turned
out just fine.”
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SLUH and Nerinx set out together on hike
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A

s the members of the St. Louis
U. High and Nerinx Hall science
clubs looked out over the bluffs and
saw the sunlight of the late morning
hitting the water, they were awestruck
by the simple beauty of the vista before them.
“The bluff overlook was really
spectacular,” said sophomore Ben
Banet.
The Nerinx and SLUH groups
came upon the beautiful panorama
last Saturday during a hike along
the Lewis and Clark Trail at Weldon
Spring Conservation Area.
The hike was a joint initiative between SLUH’s Science Club and the
Nerinx STEM club. Banet, the leader
of the SLUH Science Club, arranged
the hike with former biology teacher
Steve Kuensting. Kuensting recently
started a local chapter of STEM, a
nationwide coalition that advocates
improvements in science, technology,
engineering, and math education.
The hike had about 30 people,
with roughly 20 from Nerinx and
ten from SLUH. Kuensting drove the
Nerinx hikers to the conservation area
where they met the SLUH hikers, who
had carpooled together to the site.
“The drive only took about 30

Friday, March 2
Mission Week Teacher Activities
Junior Kairos Retreat
MUNY Adults
AP
Snack—Mozz Sticks
7pm
Mission Week Mixer
Lunch Special—Fish Sticks
Healthy—BBQ Burger

Schedule M

Saturday, March 3
Mother/Son Trivia
MUNY Adults
4pm
V Rugby @ DeSmet

Sunday, March 4
MUNY Adults
9:15am Family Mass

Monday, March 5

From left to right: SLUH sophomore David Greaves, Nerinx Senior Kayla Niehaus,
and SLUH sophomores David Schmelter, Ben Banet, and Patrick Mooney stand in
front of the Missouri River at the Weldon Spring Conservation Area.

minutes but it felt like a different
world,” said Banet.
At one point along the three and
a half hour, five-mile hike, the group
encountered the limestone bluffs
overlooking the Missouri River. The
spot was so spectacular that the group
decided to stop and eat lunch.
Later, the group went geocaching.
After getting coordinates from the
geocaching website, hikers try to lo-

cate containers hidden along the trail,
called geocaches, using GPS. When
they find a geocache, they sign a log
book and leave objects for those coming after them.
“I really had fun on the hike and
thought it was a nice way to enjoy nature with some friends,” said sophomore David Schmelter.

Basketball team looks back at season’s goals
(continued from page 7)
-nificant injury was still to come. On
the eve of round two of MCC play,
Schmidt suffered a slight ankle fracture against Kirkwood. With Schmidt
out for two and half weeks, the Jr. Bills
dropped three more MCC games, including a 68-65 heartbreaker to CBC
lost in the dying seconds when the
Cadets managed to win the battle at
the free throw line.
Even upon Schmidt’s return,
Chaminade again defeated SLUH in
the final game of the regular season,
extending SLUH’s winless streak in
MCC to two years.
In District play, however, SLUH
finally tallied a victory against the Red
Devils on their third try using a fastpaced offense implemented by Ross
halfway through the season to give
the Jr. Bills more scoring opportunities. The aggressive style nearly led to
an upset of Webster Groves in the District semifinal. Instead, the Statesmen
abruptly ended the Jr. Bills’ season and
the seniors’ high school careers with a
72-63 win.
Victory in a Bradley Beal-less
MCC never came to fruition. A District run began to materialize before
being shot down behind the hot hands
of Webster’s shooters. But the goal to
have fun, to develop camaraderie, and
to become brothers was realized.
“We all built good relationships,”
said Clark. “We’re like brothers.”
“It was one of the most fun years
I’ve had, just because every day was
really enjoyable,” said Ross. “It’s a family-type of relationship, and everyone’s
gonna have bad days and good days,
but there were a lot more fun days
than there were the not-so-fun.”
In addition, the Jr. Bills showed
the resilience and respect often associated with SLUH athletics despite the
season’s struggles.

March 2, 2012

photo | Kyle Vogt

Block Schedule
AP Registration Deadline
9am
Harmony Project Mass
AP
Snack—Onion Rings
Lunch Special—Lil’ Charlie’s Pizza
Healthy—Stir Fry Vegetarian Nuggets

Tuesday, March 6
AP
Rosary
Lunch Special—Brunch for Lunch
Healthy—Chicken Cordon Bleu

Block Schedule

Wednesday, March 7

Schedule R
8:15am Lent Adoration
AP
University of Missouri Columbia—M115
Wellness Club Presentation
Snack—Turnovers
4:30pm V Rugby vs. Kirkwood
8pm
V Hockey @ Challenge Cup Final
Lunch Special—Toasted Ravioli
Healthy—Roast Beef

Thursday, March 8

Schedule R
Christian Brothers University—M115
National Latin Exam
Sustainability Committee Meeting
Snack—Mini Corndogs
4pm
JV Water Polo (Blue/White Game) @ FPCC
5pm
V Water Polo (Blue/White Game) @ FPCC
Lunch Special—Chicken Bites
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan
AP

Friday, March 9
AP

Junior Class Mass
Snack—Curly Fries
6pm
Pax Christi Benefit Concert
Lunch Special—Bosco Cheese Pizza
Healthy—Fish n’ Chips

Schedule R
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School to increase safety
after championship

Senior Jack Kelley drives towards the basket against MCC opponent CBC.

“I’ve gotten so many positive
comments the last couple weeks about
our players and how they represented
themselves,” said Ross. “They played
hard, and it was a fun team.”
A 13-15 finish may have been disappointing to some, but it was a three
game improvement from last season’s

Subscribe online:
sluh.org/prepnews

10-18 finish. And aside from the record, the players enjoyed themselves,
never taking for granted the game or
their teammates.
“We had more fun than anybody
else,” said Clark.

@sluhprepnews

(continued from page 3)
and reportedly did not provoke a single fight.
“I thought (CBC) would have handled themselves with
a little more class, especially after they’d won the game,”
Assisstant Principal for Student Life Brock Kesterson said.
“It was unexpected that there was that intense feeling of
tension after the game.”
A meeting between Kesterson and other SLUH administrators and teachers was held on Monday to address
safety concerns about the year’s Championship game. After
the meeting, Kesterson talked with the St. Louis Police Department and CBC.
This year, CBC and SLUH students will exit separate
sides of the Scottrade Center. There will also be more of
a police presence outside the Scottrade Center and at the
Metro station.
“Unfortunately the events after the game marred everything that happened before the game and during the
game. … But you have a couple incidents that happen after
the game that put a damper on the whole night,” Kesterson
said. “I don’t want to make it seem like we’re going to have
our revenge (on Wednesday). It’s going to be a great night
and as long as we handle our end of it, I think we’re going
to be fine.”

Be sure to read Kevin Casey’s commentary, “The
Violence After the Game,” published on March
6, 2009. Casey reflected on the violent actions
by CBC students taken against SLUH students,
a teacher, and a parent after the championship
hockey game at Scottrade Center.
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