Volume 76, Issue 26

sluh.org/prepnews

St. Louis University High School | Friday, April 13, 2012

In a year of firsts, Cashbah raises record amount
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$815,000 raised in annual dinner auction.
BY Adam Thorp
CORE STAFF

BY Matt Cooley
EDITOR IN CHIEF

T

his year’s Cashbah saw a series of firsts: its first time in
the luxurious Si Commons, the
advent of a new electronic bidding system, and a new record
gross of $815,000.
Though the net profit from
the night will not be known for
several weeks until the expenses
of holding the event are subtracted, the $50,000 increase from last
year’s gross makes it likely this
year’s profits will also set a record.
The Si Commons opened just
a little a month before Cashbah,
meaning that the chairs had to
plan most of the event on paper.
“That made it a little bit challenging,” said Cashbah chair Kelly
Berra. “But it was fun and exciting
because no one had ever done it
before, this was all new.”
The new venue had benefits
beyond its novelty.
”There were tons of advantages,” said Berra. “The drop
down screens were awesome, tremendous. The lighting was great.
Brand new sound system, which
made it so much easier to hear the
auctioneers. I think the tone of

Brief power
outage leaves
SLUH dark

A

fused some guests, but they concluded that its adaptation helped

t 10:52 a.m. Tuesday, during third period, the lights
went out. Projectors went dark. In
the hallways, fire doors slammed
shut. And SLUH’s administration
went into crisis mode.
Principal John Moran had
been at the table in his office, talking to two other teachers.
“I think the first thing out of
my mouth was, ‘Meeting’s over,’”
said Moran.
“You look to your right and
you see that it’s not just my office,
it’s everything in sight here that’s
in darkness, so I took off here and
had my walkie talkie in hand pretty quickly,” he continued.
The main office went into crisis mode. Secretaries Jan Cotter
and Rita Mulligan and Assistant
Principal for Student Life Brock
Kesterson tried various phones in
the office. They could make calls,
but the PA speakers were silent.
Meanwhile, Moran was trying to figure out just how much of
the school had gone dark, calling
people in all areas of the building.

continued on page 6

continued on page 4

Cashbah co-chair Diane Fogerty and President David Laughlin draw names at a raffle at this year’s Cashbah.

the room, no longer being a gymnasium, really helped the event be
more of an event, rather than trying to doll up a gym floor.”

This year’s event also debuted
an electronic bidding system. The
event’s organizers did note that
the technology may have con-

Student Council shakeup Mock Trial victorious at State for first time
eliminates pastoral officers Joe Kreienkamp
meet. The group of
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An Intramurals Officer
will also be added to
the Executive Board.
BY Joe Klein
NEWS EDITOR

V

arious changes are planned
for the structure of Student
Council next year, including an
elimination of class Pastoral Representatives and the addition of a
new Intramurals Coordinator to
serve on the executive board.
According to STUCO comoderator Lauren Dickens, Pastoral Representatives often found
themselves torn between their
responsibilities to STUCO and
their role on the pastoral teams of
Campus Ministry Director John
Lan Tran, S.J., which the underclassmen representatives were
heavily invested in.
“The Pastoral Representatives were being pulled in two
directions,” said STUCO comoderator Lauren Dickens.

“There were expectations
that they were still very involved
in the social aspect of STUCO as
well as in the pastoral aspect of
the school.”
The official role of the class
Pastoral Representatives was to
act as a liaison between the Pastoral Department and STUCO, as
well as to the student body. However, much of the work they ended up performing came out of the
Pastoral Office, such as planning
of liturgies and prayer services.
Very few specific jobs existed as
part of their role on STUCO, although they often found themselves helping with other social
and planning events with the rest
of STUCO.
Pastoral
Representatives
have assisted STUCO with a few
specific functions throughout the
year, primarily with all-school
events such as Mission Week and
the Christmas Drive.
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“

L

ast year, we got knocked out
in the first round. This year,
we hope to go further than that,”
said sophomore Sam Beckmann
earlier this year. This year, the
Mock Trial team went further
than the first round. They also
conquered the second, third, and
fourth rounds, going on to capture the first state win in SLUH
Mock Trial history.
Mock Trial has made it to
State five times: 2004, 2005, 2007,
2011, and 2012. The closest Mock
Trial had ever come to winning
state was when they made it to the
Elite Eight in 2005.
With much determination
and practice, seniors Eddie Rolwes, Kevin Cahill, Chip Moloney,
and Adam Hunn, juniors Justin
Sinay, Joel Ocampo, and Kyle
Krause, and sophomores Rob
Hayes and Beckmann brought
home the first-ever SLUH Mock
Trial State title.
Two weeks ago, the Mock
Trial team ventured to Kansas City to compete in the State

News

Pagano to train Pirates at Muny
Paul Pagon will teach a class to three
SLUH seniors on sword fighting and stage
combat for a summer Muny show. Page 5
Sports

Track squads dominate in two competitions
Jr. Bills stay strong, suprising the two time
defending champion. Page 8

attorneys and witnesses headed to
the Jackson County
Courthouse for the
series of debates that
would
eventually
land them a State
title.
The emotions
were mixed as the
team waited in anticipation to start
the trial.
“I was excited
going to state this
year. We rolled
through the preliminary round and
regional rounds, losing only one ballot,
and I thought that
we were primed for
a deep run in State.
I felt confident go- Senior Edward Rowles helped lead the Mock Trial
team to its first ever state victory as an attorney and
ing in that we had
team captain.
a good shot at winning state,” said Cahill, the wit- know what to really expect,” said
ness captain for the trial.
Hunn, who joined the team this
“I was nervous. This was my year.
first time going into State. I didn’t
continued on page 4
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Fentress scores 3 in trouncing of Parkway
The Ruggerbills continue to tear through
their St. Louis opposition against Parkway.
Page 9
Baseball victorious at Jesuit Classic
The Jr. Bills roll through the Jesuit tournament. Things are only looking up for the
state contenders. Page 9

Five steps for coping with college rejection
The inevitable college rejection many
SLUH students face in early April, and the
typical SLUH students’ reaction. Page 3
Faculty gives back in day of service
While students were off last Friday, faculty
went to five different service sites in an effort to help the community. Page 7
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Sophomores grow closer to God, each other on revamped retreat
BY Jack
STAFF

Godar
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I

t is very hard to make anything
from scratch, whether its furniture or baked goods or retreats.
Yet that is exactly what sophomore class moderator Frank Corley and Director of Retreat Program Brian Gilmore did with the
Sophomore Retreat this year.
Corley and Gilmore made
the changes in an effort to make
the retreat a midway point during students’ time at St. Louis U.
High, and also to link the retreat
more closely with Sophomore
Conversations, which have started this week. Corley and Gilmore
revamped the entire retreat, keeping only the “Emmaus Walk” and
“While At SLUH” activities.
“The retreat was completely
different,” Corley said. “It was
completely taken apart and put
together again.”
The retreat took place at
SLUH during a single day, whereas in previous years, the retreat
was spread over three days at two

Sophomores Christian Siegfried, Brian Fletcher, and Matt Brady await instructions for Sophomore Retreat in the
chapel.

locations in the fall.
“We liked the idea of having

(the sophomores) all together,
like Freshman Retreat,” Gilmore

said of the change to a single day.
The theme of the retreat was

“Who are you?” and the retreat
focused on four relationships: internal relationship, relationship
with God and religion, relationship with classmates, and relationship with friends and family.
For each of the topics, a
teacher gave a talk, and students
reflected and discussed the talk in
small groups, using questions created by the teacher who gave the
talk.
President David Laughlin
kicked off the retreat by giving a
talk about internal relationship.
Laughlin’s talk was the only one
all students heard.
For the other talks, two different teachers gave a talk on the
same topic, and students were
divided into six large groups.
Depending on their large group,
students heard science teacher
Mary Russo or history teacher
Bob O’Connell discuss relationships with classmates, English
teacher Chuck Hussung or theology teacher Dick Wehner discuss
continued on page 7

O’Neil leads field trip to
Groesch plays cello for Honors orchestra
Truman presidential library
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Sophomores receive a tour of the National World War I museum in Kansas
City.
BY Ben Banet
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

W

hy would 40 sophomores
arrive at SLUH at 5:30 a.m.
on a school day? For an all-day
field trip to Kansas City to spend
the morning at the National
World War I Museum, visit the
White House Decision Center at
the Harry S. Truman Presidential
Library in the afternoon, and enjoy some Kansas City BBQ before
heading back to SLUH.
History teacher Tim O’Neil
has taken his sophomore classes
on this trip since he got the idea
for the trip nine years ago while
attending a conference at the Harry S. Truman Presidential Library.
This was also the first year of the
White House Decision Center,
which presents students with a
simulated White House crisis
during the Cold War that students
must solve.
“Students will be given the
same artifacts (classified documents, letters, news reports, etc.)
that the Truman Administration
had access to, which are housed in
the library archives,” said O’Neil.
Teachers at the conference
nine years ago got to experience
the simulation for themselves.
O’Neil liked it so much he decided he wanted his students to ex-

perience it as well. At first, O’Neil
just took his classes to the White
House Decision Center, but after
the National World War I Museum opened in December 2006,
it was added to the itinerary for
future trips.
O’Neil thinks the trip is valuable for the students because it
gives them opportunities to learn
outside the classroom.
He said, “We talk about
World War I in class, but then we
get to use artifacts and study how
the war unfolded in detail while
“at the museum.”
O’Neil said, “I know most of
my students aren’t going to become historians, but the critical
thinking and reasoning skills they
learn here can be applied anywhere.”
O’Neil has built the trip into
his class in the spring for a few
reasons. First, it fits in with the
content of the course.
“Typically we’ve covered
World War I and are talking about
World War II and Truman by the
time we go on the field trip,” he
said. “This year we were a little
behind since we’ve only covered
WWI before the trip.”
Since the field trip is a long
continued on page 7

Junior Alex Groesch plays the cello at a SLUH Symponic Band concert. He was one of 120 students chosen to participate in a national high school orchestra.
BY Will Smith
REPORTER

O

ver spring break, junior cellist Alexander Groesch participated in the National Honors
High School Orchestra biannual
concert in Atlanta, Georgia.
Groesch was selected to participate after extensive and highly
competitive state and national
auditions. As part of the initial
round of competition, Groesch
performed for a group of judges
in Columbia, Missouri. Groesch
then submitted two contrasting
tapes to a panel of judges who selected a number of students from
each state. One hundred twenty
high school students, including
fourteen from Missouri, were
chosen to participate.
Once in Atlanta, those selected then auditioned for their
seat in the orchestra. There were
ten cellists from the nation in the
orchestra, all juniors and seniors.
Groesch was chosen as fifth chair
for cello.
Many long hours of practice
led to Groesch’s spot in the the
National Honors High School

Orchestra—he has been playing
since age six and practices six
days a week, multiple hours each
day.
The National Honors High
School Orchestra is not Groesch’s
first honor for his cello playing.
He received the highest rating
in the Solo and Ensemble festival and two scholarships from
Webster University, where he is a
member of the Webster University College Prep program.
“I participate in many concert competitions, but the most
competitive was the Rising Star
Competition at Southeast Missouri (State) University in which

I was a finalist,” said Groesch in
an e-mail. Groesch also plays in
the St. Louis Youth Symphony
Orchestra which practices each
Saturday morning.
“I plan to play the cello at
least on the side for the rest of my
life,” said Groesch in an e-mail.
He attributes part of his success not only to his dedication but
also to his teaches and mentors,
Mary Lou Gotman and Cathie
Lehr.
Groesch said his favorite cellist is Jacqueline de Pre and his
favorite piece is the Elgar Cello
Concerto in E Minor.

“There is something behind the
throne greater than the King
himself.”
-William Pitt
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Wait lists force SLUH students to face rejection and their own pride
BY Ryan Dowd		
sports editor
ou’ll know it’s not the right
letter. The good ones are
more of a packet. The bad ones …
well … they’re just letters.
On March 29 and March 30,
I was consecutively wait-listed at
both Vanderbilt and Notre Dame.
And if you’re the guy sitting there
saying you didn’t get rejected anywhere and got into all of the colleges you applied to, good for you.
I mean that earnestly, but as you
may suspect, with a shade of sarcasm. After all, I am the guy who
just got wait-listed.
As you could guess, I didn’t
take college rejection lightly. It
did cross my mind when I applied
to two extremely selective schools
that there was a chance I would
get rejected. But that possibility
never held any traction to a certain overconfident, albeit sincere
SLUH senior. So if you have been
rejected from a school, will entertain the possibility of rejection
from a school, or even if you are
sitting there snugly content with
your future, this may help you
someday.
First of all, everyone gets rejected from some school at some
point in their lives, whether it be

Y

high school, college, grad school,
or if you’re just that smart, you’ll
have to wait for some sort of rejection in the real world. But as a
SLUH guy, this is your first taste
of school rejection.
As a SLUH student, you will,
without fail, deal with college rejection in a simple five-step process.
The first step of rejection
coping is disbelief. You’re the
smartest, coolest, and most handsome guy on the block, but …
this college doesn’t want you! It’s
like the unexpected Mike Tyson
punch to the face to the sound of
Phil Collins. It knocks all the pulsating excitement of college out of
your system.
The second step: anger. You’re
furious at the academic institution to blame for the rejection, the
entire American college system,
and the premise of college in general. You feel cheated. Whether
fair or not, I couldn’t help but feel
that someone got into that school
ahead of me because of gender,
race, connections, ability to pay,
or a couple points on a standardized test.
The third step: jealousy. You
look at anyone you know that had
gotten into that school. Person-

Volume LXXVI Platform
As the student-run newspaper of St. Louis University High
School, the Prep News is a weekly
publication that strives to inform
the SLUH community about
events and people, with its focus
on those pertaining to the school,
primarily through the written
word.
The Prep News is neither the
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the students. Rather, the newspaper serves to gather and distribute
information for the entire school.
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ally, I went straight to objectively
comparing myself to those people: ACT scores, assumed GPA,
apparent social status, level of involvement at SLUH. Our supposedly inherent Jr. Bill narcissism
turns friendly fire here.
The fourth step: regret. After
the initial shock, you will start to
look back on your last four years
at SLUH, all the time you spent
studying for tests that now hold
no consequence, all the hours
spent on Sunday afternoon homework. Because in the end, the extra work didn’t seem to have mattered. I could have spent those
Sunday afternoons playing golf,
going to movies, or simply taking
a much deserved nap. I loved and
lost, not life or a person, but future success.
The fifth and final step: simply acceptance. Eventually, as
simplistic as this may sound, you
just get over it.
The question is then, if your
dream college placed you on their
wait list, what are you going to do
now? You could hop on the wait
list, holding out some stray hope.
Or you could cut your losses and
stick with the schools that accepted you.
My initial reaction, syn-

onymous with the first few steps
of rejection coping, was one of
pride. If this college doesn’t want
me, then why should I get on my
hands and knees and grovel to get
on their good graces? I wanted
to reward the schools that accepted me outright for who I am.
The idea of gesturing obscenely
to a school that had betrayed me
seemed appealing at this moment.
But when your pride cools
off, you start to think about why
you were so upset when those
schools wait-listed and rejected
you in the first place. It’s because
they were your first choices, your
dream schools, the schools you
saw ourselves at when we you
thought about college these past
few years. And you would give
up the chance at that, all for a
moment of pride and arrogance?
That’s what you have to ask yourself. Two years from now, if you
had gotten off the wait-list into
the school of your dreams, would
you even care that you came
from the wait list? Would you
even think about it anymore? I
wouldn’t. I would have moved on.
And if I didn’t get plucked off the
wait list and went to my second
choice, would I have moved on?
You betcha.

So if you can move past the
pride, arrogance, and narcissism
that infamously pegs you as a
SLUH student, what you have left
is really a simple choice. Give it
one last shot, or give up.
Ultimately, SLUH boys are a
tragic, cursed bunch set to ultimately face some defeat or rejection that you may or may not be
prepared for. You claim and have
been given the title sharpest tool
in the shed, but that tool is a double edged sword, one side willing to spend January serving the
community, the other side willing
to chant “ACT scores!” from the
stands. This dual nature lends
you to believe that you should
not, cannot, and will not fall. If
your defeat didn’t come at the
hands of college admissions, then
truly, congratulations and good
luck, but take heed.
If you can recall what coach
Eric Taylor says in the pilot of Friday Night Lights, “We are all vulnerable. And we will all, at some
point in our lives, fall. We will
all fall. We must carry this in our
hearts.”
Maybe, this rejection made
us SLUH boys a little more human.

Volume LXXVI Editorial Policy
The Volume 76 Prep News
opinion section serves the purpose of being the vehicle of the
personal opinions of students,
faculty, or others. All topics discussed in the section will be related to St. Louis University High
School.
Nothing published either as
an editorial or as a letter to an
editor should be considered the
opinion of the school, the administration, or anyone other than its
author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is the
opinion of all four editors on a
particular topic.
A commentary or column is
an opinion of one member of the
Prep News staff, not of the Prep
News itself.
A perspective or notebook,
like a commentary, is the opinion

of one person, often a Prep News
staff member. Unlike a commentary, such a piece is often intended
primarily to convey a personal
experience rather than to provide
a viewpoint on an issue. Unlike
a letter, such pieces are usually
developed at the request of, and
sometimes under the guidance of,
the Prep News editors.
Every member of the SLUH
community is welcomed and encouraged to submit a letter to the
editors. Every letter received by
the editors will be read and given
consideration. All letters must be
signed, but the author’s name may
be withheld from publication by
request and at the discretion of
the editors.
The Prep News editors reserve the right to edit any submissions for publication in order to

meet grammatical standards, but
they will not skew the author’s
original intent. Also, the editors reserve the right to withhold
from publication any submission
if it is deemed vulgar, tasteless,
or otherwise inappropriate. Authors should be available for the
editors to contact them before
publication to address matters of
concern.
All authors wishing to have
letters published must submit
them by 4:00 p.m. the Wednesday
before the letter is to be published.
Letters should be e-mailed to
prepnews@sluh.org, and if possible a signed copy should be given
to a Prep News editor or moderator or mailed to the Prep News
courtesy of St. Louis University
High School, 4970 Oakland, St.
Louis, MO 63110.
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STUCO Primary Election Results
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Patrick Mulligan
Colin Barrett
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Joe Essig
Andrew Robinson

Intramurals
Luke Mammen
Brendan Bement

Communications/Publicity
Scottie Szewczyk
Matt Lynas
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Temporary blackout cuts power, leaves SLUH briefly in the dark
(continued from page 4)
No lights.
Maintenance staff searched
the building to try to discover any
immediate problems. They had
no idea whether they were dealing with a minor hiccup or a major catastrophe.
“We were going to all the
switch rooms, any electrical closets, to see if there’s anything smoking or burning, if there’s a fire, or
whatever’s causing it, because you
never know,” said Director of Facilities Joe Rankin.
Rankin called Ameren,
SLUH’s electric utility, to report
the issue and found out that the
problem wasn’t SLUH’s issue. The
Ameren contact told Rankin that
the company was aware of a power grid issue in SLUH’s area, but
information on what caused the
problem wasn’t yet available.
Moran and the Assistant
Principals gathered in the hallway
in front of the main office. With
no PA, each Assistant Principal
set out down a hallway and went
door-to-door, telling teachers and
students to stay where they were
and wait for more information.
In the classrooms, class-

es continued despite the darkness.
“There was sort of a shocked
hush, and then everyone looked
around nervously,” said senior
Sakari McCullough, who was in
government teacher Bill Brown’s
class at the time. “And then Mr.
Brown cracked a joke ... and then
he kept right on teaching.”
Sophomore Josh Keil was in
math teacher Frank Corley’s Geometry class at the time. “We all
kind of were wondering what’s
going on for more than a few
minutes, and then Mr. Corley just
continued the class. He did his
PowerPoint just holding his computer up.”
And then, five minutes and
fifty-five seconds after the start of
the outage, the lights came back
on. The school day continued
normally.
Rankin at first had feared
that Ameren’s problem would be
a serious one, such as a car crash
into a telephone pole.
“My thought process is ... (the
outage) is not only to Oakland
Avenue–it’s in the Danis Lobby,
it’s in the theater, it’s in the Field
House. It’s the whole entire campus,” said Rankin. “For something

like that, it has to be something
major.”
The issue, however, turned
out to be much more mundane.
According to Rankin’s account of
Ameren’s report, power to SLUH’s
section of the grid was shut down
because of an operator error while
troubleshooting another problem
in a facility on Macklind Ave. The
mistake was discovered almost
immediately, but a full shutdown
and start-up of the grid required
several minutes. Thankfully, there
were no injuries or major property damages connected with the
incident.
While the outage was ultimately a minor interruption, it
was a test of SLUH’s crisis-response system, which doesn’t have
a specific plan for power outages,
but hopes to respond to any issue,
including fires and intruders.
“No, we don’t have a ‘what
happens when all the lights go
out because some guy downtown
flipped the wrong switch’ drill,”
said Moran.
Moran said that in a crisis,
the two most important actions
are to assess the situation and establish communication, and that

emphasis guided the administration and maintenance staffs as
they responded.
To improve crisis communication, the technology department is investigating whether a
battery backup system could be
installed to power the PA speakers through an outage.
The rest of SLUH’s network,
including wireless internet, servers, and the phone system, already
have backup power systems in
place. All of those major systems
continued to work through Tuesday’s outage, although their batteries would not have lasted much
longer, according to Director
of Information Technology Jon
Dickmann.
According to Dickmann, although outages that last a second
or two are not uncommon, based
on logging information from battery backup systems, SLUH has
not experienced an extended unplanned power outage since the
summer of 2006, when storms
disrupted electric service.
One disruption did last longer than a few minutes: the aging
equipment in the language lab
in M220 failed to reset properly

when power was restored. French
teacher Jennifer Crespin had to
cancel the lab sessions she had
planned for her class for the rest
of that day. The system has since
been fixed.
So if the power hadn’t come
back on, what would have happened?
“You can’t run a school without power,” said Moran. “For safety reasons, for security reasons ...
all of your central security systems are in jeopardy at that point.
We’re not going to run a school
under those conditions. It would
have become a question pretty
soon of ‘how long’ and ‘how’—
meaning how long until we’re
going to release people from the
building, and how are we going to
go about doing that?”
The administration could
have sent a phone blast to parents,
asking them to pick up students
for the day. The fair weather outside could have offered other options, however.
“I guess one of the options
would have been, what if we just
have a huge game of Ultimate
frisbee out on the back field with
1,100 kids?” said Moran.

Mock trial team argues its way to their first State championship
photo | Sam Beckmann

The victorious Mock Trial team poses proudly in Jefferson City after their State win against Clayton High School.

(continued from page 1)
“I felt good about our chances entering the State tournament,”
said Rolwes, team captain and a
star player in the group’s victory
team. “We had really spent a lot of
time not only developing a strong
case but also a strong team. We
put a lot of emphasis on teammates sticking to their same roles
on each side of the case throughout the entire season instead of
switching around between trials
as we had done in the past, and
it really worked to our benefit
because by the end of the year
everyone was so strong in their
roles, since they had so much experience with them throughout
the season. It was hard for other
teams to attack that.”
Most of the key players from
last year returned for another
chance at a State title, which made
the case easier. The team had to
spend less time covering the basics and could spend more time
perfecting arguments and helping
the new members.

“This team was built upon
the core of last year’s State squad,”
said Rolwes. “Most of us had a lot
of experience in Mock Trial. And
as for the newcomers, such as
senior attorney Adam Hunn, we
were all able to give him a lot of
help in quickly picking up the ins
and outs of Mock Trial, and he did
an outstanding job of doing so.”
Friday evening, the team began competing for the title. In the
preliminary rounds, SLUH outrated Winnetonka and Marshfield. In the quarterfinals, SLUH
took on Truman. SLUH battled
MICDS, the 2011 Missouri High
School Mock Trial Champions, in
the semifinals and prevailed. By
Sunday evening, the SLUH Mock
Trial team was facing Clayton in
the final competition for the Missouri State title.
“We were really thrown, because we ended up playing Clayton in the finals after our Sunday
morning victory,” said Mock Trial
moderator, Anne Marie Lodholz.
“It was really interesting because

we had already played against
Clayton, and we had played plaintiff at that point. We forgot the
rules were such that if you had already worked one side of the case,
you have to work the other side of
the case. (Clayton) already knew
this (case). They were ready. They
were prepped. They were excited.”
Although Clayton had an advantage over SLUH, the Bills outplayed their opponent. They were
startled that they had to play the
other side of the case and most
of the teammates had two roles,
which made it hard for them
to keep their roles straight and
switch sides. However, the team
was very well prepared and could
take on any situation that it faced.
Although surprised and caught
off guard, the countless hours of
practice helped the Mock Trial
team adapt and succeed.
Some of the students had two
different roles, one on the plaintiff ’s side and one for the defense.
The attorneys, prepared for the
plaintiff ’s argument, immediately

had to assume the role of the defense attorney. They had to convince the jurors and judge of the
completely opposite outcome.
The period of time following
the case when the jury decided
the outcome was very stressful.
The team did not know what to
expect.
“I actually thought we lost
the final trial against Clayton,”
said Cahill.
The team uneasily waited for
the final verdict and score.
“After the final trial, some
arguable rulings during the trial
and the fact that we argued the
more difficult side of the case, the
defense, left many of us feeling
like we may have come up short
against a very strong Clayton
team, even though we had previously beaten them in Regionals,”
said Rolwes. “But fortunately the
trial came out in our favor, and as
I watch the tapings of the trial I
realize it was not nearly as bad as
I thought.”

The results were gathered
from the two jurors and judge.
The team received ballots from
one juror and the judge. Although
they did not receive the second
juror ballot, the team, having possessed two of the three ballots,
won the trial and the State title.
Senior Adam Hunn attributed the win to the extensive
amount of preparation and careful attention to detail that the
team worked so hard to perfect.
Preparation and perfection played
a large part in the team’s practices
and matches.
“We put in a lot of work. We
worked every week on writing
scripts (by) trying to make them
bulletproof, really cleaning them
up, polishing them,” said Hunn.
“We also spent a lot of time just
practicing them and getting used
to the idea of responding to objection, getting used to the idea
of how to argue a case. I thought
what really benefitted us was all
the prep work we did.”

Car Free Day planned for
next Thursday
Car Free Day will be held next Thursday, April 19. Instead
of driving to school and spending your morning stuck in traffic,
break free of the car culture! Avoid paying almost $4 a gallon per
gas and the long, dreary walk from the back of the parking lot,
and instead try biking or taking Metro to school. Check the map
across from the Main Office for a look at where MetroBus and
MetroLink routes go, or go to metrostlouis.org for an individualized route that will take you to SLUH Thursday morning. If you’re
interested in carpooling, download iSLUH from the App Store
and click PowerSchool; there, you can find a listing of all students
that live in the same zip code as you. Car Free Day will be a dress
down day as well. Even if it’s just for a day, give it a try – maybe
every day can become Car Free Day!
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Swords drawn: Pagano to engage in stage combat at the Muny
BY Sam Fentress
REPORTER

T

heater teacher Paul Pagano
will be spending some extra
time with a few seniors this summer while teaching a stage combat
class at the Muny in conjunction
with the upcoming show Pirates.
Seniors Jordan Bollwerk, Tim Eidman, and Christian Probst will
be working with Pagano on stage
fighting techniques for combat
scenes in the show.
“I’m extremely excited. I
think it’s going to be a great opportunity,” said Eidman, who was
particularly excited about the
presence of a new executive producer, Mike Isaacson, who has
already shaken up things such as
the auditions process.
Pagano is excited as well.
“I think it’s really cool that
Mike Isaacson gave me an opportunity, as a professional, to not
only work, but, recognizing that

I had a tie to the St. Louis community, that I was able to bring in
some boys that I’ve worked with
here and give them an opportunity to expand their skills,” said
Pagano.
Pagano had originally auditioned to act for a Muny show,
but during his audition Isaacson
asked Pagano about his stage
combat experience. Pagano explained that he teaches theater
classes at SLUH.
A few weeks later, Pagano got
a call from Isaacson, who asked
what kind of things Pagano taught
in his Improv class, and Pagano
explained that he dedicates a section of the class to stage combat,
which includes sword fighting, an
element that is likely to be present in the Pirates show. Isaacson
then asked Pagano if he would be
available to teach a team group in
preparation for rehearsals of Pirates, and Pagano accepted.

Schulte receives honorary
Kevin Kline Award
BY Jack Kiehl
REPORTER

A

lifetime of working in the
theater at St. Louis U. High
and at the Muny has earned
longtime SLUH theatre director
Joe Schulte the first Kevin Kline
Award for Lifetime Achievement,
which he accepted on April 2 at
the Repertory theater at Webster
University.
The award was given after
years of experience with high
school theater and nearly 35 years
working as Resident Stage Manager at the Muny. Schulte's years
of experience have given him
peers who recognized how deserving he was of the award.
At the ceremony, the Repertory Theater was 90 percent full
of people who share a love for the
performing arts.
“I would describe (the audience) as a wonderfully eclectic
group of people that are involved
in theater all across our community” said President David Laughlin, who attended the ceremony.
The addition of the Lifetime
Achievement Award to the Kevin
Kline Awards was one that many
believed added to the ceremony.
At the beginning of the awards,
the host stated that he was glad to
introduce the new category and
choked up when talking about
awarding it to people who have
spent their entire lives doing what
they love and entertaining people.
“It was really a humbling atmosphere,” said Laughlin.
Upon receiving the award,
Schulte was asked to give a
speech. He discussed his career
and involvement in theater in-

cluding his time at SLUH as well
his love for the art of performing.
“I’ve always enjoyed storytelling, and that’s basically what I
think theater is. My job is to tell
stories,” said Schulte.
Schulte also talked about his
lifetime of work and dedication to
high school theater, and how often his personal life, his life at the
Muny, and his life at SLUH have
come together.
Laughlin believed that Schulte's speech reflected his career
well.
“Schulte gave a wonderful
speech recollecting his life in theater,” said Laughlin.
The Kevin Kline Award ceremony has taken place annually for
the past seven years, and is named
after St. Louisan and Priory, Kline,
graduate who has won two Tony
Awards and an Academy Award.
The catergories of awards
given each year at the Kevin Kline
Awards are similar to those of the
Tony Awards, such as best play
and best musical from St Louis
theatres. After last year’s awards,
the awards committee decided
to imitate other prestigious ceremonies and introduce a lifetime achievement category, with
Schulte being the first recipient.
Schulte first heard that he
was selected to win the award in
February and while he was extremely grateful for the honor, he
was very surprised.
“It’s sort of a shock. Why
me?” said Schulte.
“First I was happy for Schulte
and then second I was proud … it
couldn't have gone to anyone better,” said Laughlin.

SLUH’s Grandparent Mass will be held
next Sunday, April 22, in the Si Commons
at 9:00 a.m. Registration cards sent to the
grandparents should be returned with the
number of attendees or can be emailed to Mrs.
Connie Leinauer (cleinauer@sluh.org).

“(Mr. Pagano) and I have actually done a show before,” said
Probst, who is excited to be working with Pagano. “Before he was
a teacher (at SLUH) we were in a
production of The Jungle Book at
Stages when I was in 7th grade. I
was Mowgli and he was Colonel
Hahti.”
While he is at the Muny, Pagano will be working with the Pirates fight choreographer Michael
Rossmy.
Pagano is not sure at this
point exactly what the combat
will consist of, because Pirates is
a new adaptation of a show from
the 1800s called The Pirates of
Penzance. The show is relatively
new—this production is only the
fourth ever, and it’s the first one to
use swordplay.
“There will be plenty of
swordplay. Where exactly in the
play it’s going to be, I’m not sure
yet,” said Pagano.

photo | Ben Hilker

Pagano (right) will help coordinate stage combat at the Muny. Seniors
Chirstian Probst (left), Jordan Bollwerk, and Tim Eidman will act in the
production.

Pagano’s classes do not have
set dates, but the times will be
based on when he and the three
students are available. The classes
will have to take place before July

19, when rehearsals for the show
begin. The show is set to play
from July 30 to Aug. 5.

Teachers cultivate, garden on day of service
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

From left to right: Chip Clatto, Frank Kovarik, David Callon, and Jennifer Ice at Gateway Greening site for the
Faculty Day of Service.
BY David
REPORTER

M

Schmelter

ore than 60 of St. Louis U.
High’s faculty members
volunteered their time at the second annual Faculty Day of Service on March 30. While many
faculty members helped give talks
and supervise the Sophomore
Retreat held the same day, most
volunteered at one of four charities: Boys Hope Girls Hope, Gateway Greening/City Seeds, Karen
House, and St. Louis Area Food
Bank.
Boys Hope Girls Hope helps
academically capable and motivated but underprivileged children reach their full potential by
providing a family-like household
environment that helps children
reach their goals and get an education through college.
Faculty members worked on
projects to improve the state of
the house for the young people
that live there.
Spanish teacher Kevin Moore
stated, “We arrived there early in
the morning, ready to paint.”

The
faculty
volunteers
painted walls, repaired holes in
the drywall, put in light fixtures,
and even assembled a bookshelf,
among other things.
“It was loads of fun, and I
would go back there again readily,” Moore said.
Gateway Greening reinvigorates neighborhoods through
community food projects, wellness programs, and civic greening.
Faculty members helped
build wooden garden bed frames
and readied a trailer bed so that
the frames, along with other supplies, could be shipped to community gardens around the metro
area. The community gardens are
a solution to provide food security to everyone.
“It was a great day. Very fulfilling, I enjoyed the company and
the weather,” said theology teacher Rob Garavaglia of his experience at Gateway Greening.
Karen House is a Catholic
Worker house that serves homeless women and their children.
The volunteers spent time mak-

ing lunch for the residents and
cleaning the two kitchens and the
bathroom.
“It was a full day of work and
we were shot,” said English teacher Barbara Osburg. “But everyone
felt like they had achieved something.”
Osburg went back to Karen
House the next Monday to cook
with SLUH’s CSP program and
found that the place was still
clean.
St. Louis Area Food Bank
receives a variety of products
from food drives and food manufacturers. They then distribute the
food to soup kitchens, pantries,
and shelters. The faculty team
spent a lot of time sorting through
donated items.
Principal John Moran, who
volunteered at St. Louis Area
Food Bank, said, “Teachers are
always doing service. You could
make a case that working at SLUH
is service. But we don’t get to work
side by side very often. That’s the
point of the day.”
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STUCO, Pastoral teams shift roles
(continued from page 6)
with the rest of the freshman
class, I didn’t do that as much as I
did with the pastoral team,” said
Freshman Pastoral Representative Sam Fentress. “I was still able
to participate in major STUCO
events, but I did feel like there was
a disconnect between the two.”
The elimination of these programs is the result of a proposal
by Tran to reorganize the pastoral
committees. In the past, various
student groups were formed on
an as-needed basis to work out
of specific areas of the pastoral
department, such as liturgy planning or service. Tran’s proposal
involves condensing all of those
committees into just five: one
pastoral team per class, and an
executive Student Pastoral Council with representatives from the
entire school.
Initially, Tran proposed to
Kesterson that he would not allow

students on his pastoral committees to run for the STUCO position, in order to prevent them
from stretching out their time too
much. After discussions between
Tran and STUCO, an agreement
was reached where the pastoral positions for each class were
eliminated, and the functions of
the representatives would be absorbed into the pastoral committees.
A Pastoral Officer representing the entire school will still be
elected as part of the Executive
Board elections. The duties of
that job will not change. In addition, he will serve as an ex officio
member of the Student Pastoral
Council, in order to promote collaboration between STUCO and
Campus Ministry.
The two organizations still
plan on working together in the
future, sharing resources and
manpower on an as needed basis.

Next year will also include
a new elected position: an Intramurals Coordinator. The Coordinator will serve on the Executive Board and will primarily be
responsible for working with Assistant Athletic Director Tim Rittenhouse on planning and publicizing intramural events.
This year, Senior Social Representative Matt Laskowitz, as
well as seniors Dan Gorla and
D.J. LaPoint, became crucial to
Rittenhouse as he organized intramurals, regularly meeting with
him to schedule and publicize
events. Laskowitz served as the
point man between Rittenhouse
and STUCO, assuming much of
the responsibility for planning
intramurals as part of his role on
STUCO.
“When we were planning for
this current school year, the guys
were talking about how important it was for STUCO to support

Cashbah moves into new venue for auction
photo | Ben Hilker

(continued from page 6)
streamline the bidding process and contributed to the night’s
record income.
“Overall (the bidding system)
paid for itself tremendously well
in a lot of areas, especially in our
overhead (section) eliminating
the boy having to run between all
those tables. I really think it was a
huge advantage,” said Berra.
About 830 guests attended the event, which officially
stretched from 5 p.m. to 10:30
p.m.
The event was billed a “Blue
and White Ball” and a “Night of
Jazz and Jewels.” To drive home
the theme, the Commons was bedecked in blue and white, including blue lights illuminating the
room’s white ceiling. SLUH’s Jazz
band and the Ralph Butler Trio
supplied music for the night.
Over 100 students volunteered to staff Cashbah as servers
and dishwashers, and in a variety
of other roles. A new contingent
of students providing technical
support for the electronic bidding
system replaced students who in
past years had run bids from tables.
The planning for the night
was headed by Auction Chairs
Berra and Diane Fogerty, who coordinated 32 different committees
working on Cashbah.
“Really it starts and ends with
those chairs and their committees of volunteers and all of their
volunteers,” said President David
Laughlin.
One notable success was that
more money was raised with fewer items auctioned off. Fifty-four
items were sold in the live auc-

intramurals, to help Rittenhouse
out, and get the student body energized,” said Dickens. “I think
that with the amount of work that
Matt did, it warrants another position of its own.”
In the past, various students
assisted Rittenhouse with the Intramurals program, a level of help
that varied from year to year. The
students were not always members of STUCO either.
According to Rittenhouse,
the seniors currently assisting
him were more than sufficient to
help him with intramurals, but
there was concern that the level
of interest and enthusiasm among
students wouldn’t remain consistently high if it continued to be a
voluntary role.
The class Social Representative positions are being renamed,
and will now be known as the
class Vice President. To make
the president and vice president’s

“ N O W T HAT L E N T I S O V E R ,
I CAN
AGAIN” CREDITS

editor in chief
Matt “Make a college decision”
Cooley
news editor
Joe “Get some sleep … yeah
right” Klein
editor
Nate “Watch Static Shock”
Heagney
sports editors
Jack “Eat dog food” Witthaus
Ryan “Fight crime” Dowd
core staff
Nathan “Be full” Rubbelke
John “It was Lent?” Webb
Adam “Use sarcasm” Thorp
staff
Mitch “Wait for next Lent”
Mackowiak
Jack “Watch Canadian Football”
Godar
Stephen “Throw paper away…just
kidding” Lumetta
Brian “Eat at Taco Bell” Dugan
Thomas “Save the cheerleader
and the world” Riganti

This dog was one of the auction items, clutched by senior Tommy Berra.

tion, with demand especially high
for Cardinal-related items, trips
around the country, and a blue
topaz ring. Four reserved parking
spots in the Oakland parking lot
were sold as well.
This year’s Cashbah also featured extensive corporate sponsorship, part of a push to convince
companies to support SLUH’s
mission. Several different levels
of support were available, with
names like “Opal” and “Black Diamond” drawn from the “Jewels”

section of the night’s theme.
Laughlin emphasized the
part all of SLUH’s financial supporters played in the night’s success.
“Like always with benefactors, we’re blessed with very good
people who generously take care
of us,” said Laughlin.
All profits from the night
will go to support scholarships at
SLUH.

presence more visible and known,
the STUCO homeroom is being
reworked to allow them to visit
their class’s homerooms during
the week.
This year, all STUCO members met in their designated
homeroom—J128—three days a
week to plan. Beginning next year,
only Executive Board members
and Dickens will meet twice per
week, allowing underclassmen officers to go around to homerooms
and float in the hallway, much like
the class moderators currently
do. They will still meet for weekly
STUCO meetings on Fridays.
“(Representatives) can better communicate to their class,
be more present leaders in their
class, and get information out
about what’s going on,” said Dickens.

reporters
Sam “Make fun of sophomores”
Fentress
David “Make fun of freshmen”
Schmelter
Jack “Play Block Dude” Kiehl
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Will “Watch Friends” Smith
Cullin “Went on a tripp” Tripp
Clark “Wear black socks”
DeWoskin
Justin “Listened to my 2pac
collection” Jellinek
Evan “Update my MySpace” Becton
Luke “Judge twins” Reichold
Stephen “Eat Circus Peanuts”
Nelson
Joe “Waste numerous on Facebook”
Kreinkamp
Jack “Make fun of twins” Robinson
Joe “Gave my brother wedgies”
Moran
staff photographer
Ben “Ride without a bike helmet”
Banet
contributing photographers
Ben “Talk to people about the
Singularity movement” Hilker
Mr. Matt “Eat at Missouri Bakery”
Scuito
Giuseppe “Use electronics”
Vitellaro
Sam “Eat store-bought butter”
Gerbic
Sam “Watching Conan” Beckmann
staff artist
Greg “Eat meat, if I weren’t a
vegetarian” Fister
moderator
Mr. Steve “Mock Mr. Curdt” Missey

Congratulations to the 2012-13
Varsity cross country captains:
		-Joe Archer
		-David Arredondo
		-Alex Groesch
		-Matt Nicholson

Support Mike Rathmann, ’08
St. Louis University High is spreading the word to support Mike Rathmann ’08 in an effort to help him receive a specially fitted van through Mobility Awareness Month. Rathmann is recovering from a spinal injury he suffered in an accident which left him partially paralyzed from the neck down and with complications in his intestines and stomach.
Rathmann’s family is in a tough situation as his mother suffers from breast cancer, his brother has epilepsy, and his father was forced to retire because of tongue and throat cancer.
People can support Rathmann in receiving a fitted care by going to http://www.nmeda.com/mobility-awareness-month/heroes/missouri/saint-louis/671/mike-rathmann and
entering promo code 956. You can vote once per day. Important: You’ll have to vote from your house and not from SLUH since the counter allows only one IP address per day.
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SLUH hockey trio brings home
national title to Chesterfield Falcons
BY Justin
REPORTER

Sinay

S

everal members of the St. Louis U. High hockey program
participated in the USA Hockey
National Championships a little
over a week ago. Junior Nick Walters and seniors Dan Warnecke,
Trent Lulow, and Tim Coleman all
made the trip to Lansing, Mich.,
to compete as crucial members
of the 2012 National Champion
Chesterfield Falcons in the Tier II
18 and Under bracket.
Junior Corey Quinn also
competed in the national championships as a member of a team
in a different bracket, winning it
with his team as well.
The Falcons’ bracket con-

sisted of teams from all parts of
the country, from as far away as
Alaska, New Hampshire, and
even Arizona.
Warnecke had eight points
in the Falcons’ six games. Lulow,
battling through mononucleuosis, had seven points, and Walters
had six. Warnecke tied for second
in the tournament in points.
In their group, Chesterfield
played six games and won five,
their only loss coming against the
Florida Jr. Panthers, 2-1. The Falcons outscored their opponents
29-9 in group play, far and away
the most impressive performance
in the competition.
After beating the Richmond
(Va.) Royals 4-3 in the national

semifinals, Chesterfield was able
to avenge their early group loss
to the Florida Jr. Panthers in the
national championship, defeating
them 3-1.
“It felt great winning this
championship after losing that
state game,” Walters said.
“It was a lot of fun,” added
Warnecke.
A little over eight minutes
into the third period, Warnecke
scored the go-ahead goal, and
Walters notched the assist, proving the importance of the Jr. Bills
to their team. The Falcons put
the game away about six minutes
later with another goal, and were
crowned national champions.

Spring Signing Day 2012
photo | Ben Banet
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Athletic Department
starts live practices for
coaching candidates
BY Nate
EDITOR

Heagney

A

fter originally receiving over
50 applications for its open
head basketball coaching position, the SLUH administration
has narrowed down its number of
candidates as it moves on to what
principal John Moran termed,
“the second part (of the hiring
process).”
The search committee—
made up of Moran, athletic director Dick Wehner, former SLUH
player and current Wash U. guard
Tim Cooney, ’10, and former
SLUH player, history teacher, assistant principal, and assistant
coach Art Zinselmeyer, ’61—will

Soccer
Ryan Merrifield
Niagara
Sam Steuer
Ohio State
Luke Gilsinger
Maryville
Cross Country
Nathan Rubbelke
SLU

Basketball
Matt Clark
Case Western
Jack Kelley
DePauw
Football
Stefan Sansone
Lehigh

Rugby
Aaron Kerwood
Lindenwood
Diving
Michael Barry
Mizzou
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Representatives of the junior class hold up a cross to the rest of their class at the Lenten Prayer Service on the last
day before Easter Break. The brief service, held during Activity Period in the Field House, consisted of an abbreviated Stations of the Cross, readings, and reflection.

conduct interviews over the next
week and a half or so of a smaller,
more select group of candidates.
And three candidates will coach
an informal practice-type session
where seniors from this year’s
SLUH team (as well as Cooney)
will get the chance to evaluate the
candidates’ coaching style firsthand.
Moran made no promises,
but said that this stage of the hiring process should finish by the
end of next week, at which time,
in most teacher hirings, the candidate is identified.
Wehner also said that in an
ideal world, the coach would be
selected in the next two weeks.

O’Neil’s class visits
museums in Kansas City
(continued from page 2)
day, from 5:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.,
O’Neil tries to schedule it on a day
that does not have school the next
day. This usually falls on a Friday,
but this year it worked out on the
Wednesday before Easter break.
Sophomore Patrick Mooney
said, “Despite having to get up
early, the bus rides were fun. The
National World War I Museum
was very cool. It was my favorite
part of the trip (because of) the
many artifacts and images.”
Sophomore Michael Sit said,
“The trip was well worth it. For
one, I got to miss school. I had
a great time because World War

The following seniors signed letters of intent at a ceremony last Wednesday:

7

I and II are two topics I’m fascinated in.”
“Actually simulating an intense political situation definitely
offered a big opportunity for
learning outside the classroom,”
said Mooney of the White House
Decision Center.
Sit said, “I liked the opportunity to sit in President Truman’s
shoes and quickly compile a decision on ending the war with Japan.”
O’Neil said, “The trip was
perfect. Nobody died and nobody
went to the hospital. Everything
worked well and good road trips
are always fun.”

Restructured sophomore
retreat debuts
(continued from page 2)
relationships with God and religion, and Latin teacher Jim Gioia
or history teacher Lauren Dickens
discuss relationships with friends
and family.
Sophomore Sam Krausz was
impressed with the effort the
teachers put in for the talks.
“All of the teachers were really prepared for their talks,” said
Krausz.
Though there were no major
problems, the sophomore retreat
was not without some minor logistical problems. According to
Corley, the biggest problem was
the sign-in at the beginning of the
day.
“It was a mob scene,” said
Corley.
Some sophomores also noticed some of the logistical prob-

lems, though it didn’t stop them
from enjoying the retreat.
“It was less organized than
Freshman Retreat, but overall
(the retreat) was really good,” said
sophomore Andrew Long.
Corley and Gilmore were
both pleased with the retreat.
Corley attributed much of the retreat’s success to the sophomores,
who he described as “the variable
you can’t control.”
The format for sophomore
retreat will remain the same for
the next few years, because, according to Corley, the success of
the format cannot be judged in
only one year.
“If you start changing too
much, you don’t really get a feel
for what’s good or bad,” said Corley. “You’re aiming at a moving
target.”
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SLUH Track captures exciting
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win over Hazelwood Central

photo | Giuseppe Vitellaro

Senior Terek Hawkins hands off the baton to fellow senior Darion Baker.
BY Evan Becton
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High track
team looked to keep its
momentum rolling after its impressive first place finish at the
Gateway Invitational, hoping for
first place in the Metro Catholic
Conference Relays. The Jr. Bills
did just that, placing first with
122 points, just barely edging out
the very strong DeSmet Spartans,
who scored 114 points.
Following the MCC Relays,
The Jr. Bills kept some of their
steam going with a stunning
victory over the returning state
championship Hazelwood Central.
“Our conference is very deep
this year and at the first meet,
Gateway, it showed with the top
three teams being from our conference,” SLUH, DeSmet, and
CBC, said head coach Joe Porter.
With that in mind, placing
first at the MCC relays is a huge
accomplishment for the SpeedyBills as they move towards the
MCC conference meet.
It was an all-around dominating performance by SLUH,
with ten of their relay teams placing first out of 17 events.
“Our sprint and distance relay teams are looking good this
year with John Esswein and Alex
Groesch leading the way,” said
senior pole vault captain Daniel
Appelbaum.
The Jr. Bills’ strong sprint
squad helped them overcome the
Spartans and pull out the victory,
placing first in the 4 x 200 with a
record-breaking time of 1:30.9.
Along with the record, the sprint
squad scored a total of 40 points
to help the Jr. Bills pick up the victory down the stretch.
It was not only the sprint
squad who led the team to victory. The always powerful distance squad racked up 32 points
thanks to strong performances by
sophomore John Esswein, senior
captain Nathan Rubbelke, and
junior Joe Archer in the 4 x 1600
and Distance Medley.

“Joe Esswein, John Esswein,
Joe Archer and myself are making strong cases for a possible run
at state this year,” said senior distance captain Nathan Rubbelke.
SLUH’s field domination also
played a huge role in the big win
thanks to first place finishes in the
pole vault, discus throw, and high
jump relays.
“We have strong vaulters this
year in Joe Hancock and Austin
Smith and they helped us win the
event,” said senior pole vaulter
Dan Appelbaum.
As Porter noted earlier this
year, the Jr. Bills are an all-around
team, and they certainly showed it
with the win at MCC Relays.
The Jr. Bills looked to keep
the momentum going strong as
they went in the University City
Invitational. Though the Jr. Bills
at first seemed to have lost a close
one to Hazelwood Central, 112110, a Thursday correction reversed that score for a significant
Jr. Bills win.
The Jr. Bills had great performances in the 4 x 100 meter relay
as Terek Hawkins, Alex Groesch,
Darion Baker, and Raymond
Wingo went toe to toe with Ritenour’s 4 x 100 team only to finish
second with a great time of 42.86.
Wingo, the anchor of the relay squad, nearly caught the Ritenour runner as they crossed the
finish line.
“Coming in second in the 4 x
100 is outstanding for us because
that time is normally All-State
and to be at that point already is
huge,” said Porter.
Wingo eventually made up
for it with a lighting quick 11.00
seconds flat 100 meter dash, placing second. According to Porter,
that was Wingo’s first 100 since he
was only 10 years old.
The distance squad, led by
John Esswein and Nathan Rubbelke, also made some noise as
Esswein placed first in the 800
with an outstanding time of 1:57.
“Esswein not only set a percontinued on page 9
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Polo dominates Parkway West in overtime madness
BY Justin
REPORTER

Jellinek

A

fter a promising start to a
tough season, the SLUH water polo team (12-0) has worked
hard to keep the momentum going. Fresh off of their York Tournament and Parkway South wins,
the PoloBills fought hard to defeat
their main competition of the
year, Parkway West.
In the packed Parkway West
pool, hearing the whistle calling
fouls was near impossible. All of
the bleachers were filled, allowing space for standing room only.
Both ends had cheering fans the
entire game, and the crowds only
grew as the night went on.
SLUH began in the lead 2-0,
thanks in part to a spectacularly
saved penalty shot by senior goalie Sean Sullivan.
The game moved on, and
SLUH’s defense held Parkway
West in check for the first 26 minutes of the game, allowing only
one goal, representing marvelous
machination in the water.
But the Longhorns notched a
few quick goals however, tying the

game near the end of the fourth
quarter.
Player of the Game junior
Chris Favier managed to draw a
foul and score off his free throw
what seemed to be the gamewinning shot, but Parkway West
returned with a goal of their own
to tie the game yet again.
The two, three-minute overtimes were dominated by SLUH.
In the first of the two periods,
Sam Erlinger scored two goals,
while Justin Ramacciotti scored
one to put SLUH up by three.
Even though West got one
goal in the second overtime,
SLUH’s defense ultimately prevailed, headed by senior defender Pieter Derdeyn. To Parkway
West’s offense, particularly their
player of the year Stephen Emde,
seeing Derdeyn’s mustache ready
to cover them was more terrifying
than any sight of a dorsal fin.
SLUH managed to pull off
the 10-8 win to one of the most
exciting games Missouri water
polo has experienced this year.
The next day, the BaudBills
played Chaminade, winning 21-5.

Senior Chris Kennedy was awarded Player of the Game for his four
steals. Despite problems finishing
and scoring goals, the Jr. Bills got
numerous chances to run their offense and take shots.
The following Monday, DeSmet came ready to play. In another close win, the Jr. Bills prevailed
8-5 over their Jesuit rivals. With
strong offensive performances
from Favier and Erlinger, SLUH
ended the first half leading 4-1.
But in the second half, sloppy defense resulted in four more goals
for DeSmet. In what appeared
to be another potential tie, the Jr.
Bills fought through with three
goals from Erlinger, Ramacciotti,
and Savio.
The Jr. Bills look forward
to the rest of the season, where
they will undoubtedly play the
best teams in Missouri again,
with more potential competitors
to come. This weekend they will
take part in the DeSmet Invitational, where a rematch with Illinois powerhouse Fenwick and
hometown competition against
Parkway West are both possible.

Disc goes upwind against DeSmet
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SLUH frisbee loses against defending State champs Spartans.
BY Stephen
REPORTER

D

Nelson

espite high hopes of beating
a high-caliber rival, the talented St. Louis U. High Ultimate
Frisbee team (2-1) lost out to the
speed and endurance of the DeSmet Ultimate Frisbee team.
The Jr. Bills came out strong
on Sunday, April 1, putting up
two quick scores to start the game
2-0.
Though the UltimateBills
continued to play smart and efficient with great pass work and
good defense, DeSmet’s offensive
firepower proved lethal, as the
teams soon were knotted at five.
With the score tied, DeSmet
took the lead after a long point
and refused to stop.
After DeSmet took the lead,
SLUH fell apart, forcing throws
and failing to keep up with the
Spartans’ fast-paced offense. The
Jr. Bills tried to keep the game
close but couldn’t execute.
“Once we got tied at the 5-5
mark, we just lost our edge,” said
senior handler Jeff Ullery. “Guys
got tired and weren’t as careful

with the disc as they should have
been.”
“The issue was that we got
too excited and stopped executing near the goal line,” said senior
Danny Millar.
The half ended with DeSmet
up 8-5.
“By that point, the general consensus was that we were
exhausted,” said senior Ryan
McHugh. “Every one got burned
out and we couldn’t keep up with
their offense.”
During halftime, McHugh’s
spirits were lifted by several fans
in the crowd wearing shirts helping Nerinx senior Lily Sullivan
ask McHugh to prom.
“I saw them after the half ’s
last point, and I was tired and
near vomiting,” said McHugh. “I
gave her thumbs up. It was nice,
gave me and probably the team a
boost to see that many fans.”
After halftime, the Spartans
continued to outrun, outscore,
and contain the Jr. Bills, letting
SLUH score only one point during the second half.
“Our endurance and our

defense led to our defeat,” said senior Evan Thornberry.
The UltimateBills continue to
focus only on the positives.
“Though the score doesn’t
reflect it, this is the closest, pure
talent-wise, we’ve been to DeSmet
in years,” said Millar.
Over the break, the UltimateBills have been pushing
themselves to improve with extra
conditioning sessions and a new
defensive strategy, preparing for
the State tournament and their
upcoming game against Priory.
“This was our first loss,” said
McHugh, “but we’re really hoping
to get back at them later on and
back on track.”
This Sunday, the Jr. Bills will
take on Priory, which promises to
be an exciting game with equally
skilled players. SLUH hopes their
preparation and hard work will
pay off.
“I feel confident that if we
stay chilly, take the open throw,
and play some solid defense, we
will win this game and get back
on the winning track,” said Millar.
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Baseball smashes opponents,
snags Jesuit Tournament
BY Jack Witthaus
SPORTS EDITOR

I

n the past two weeks, the St.
Louis U. High baseball squad
(10-1, 1-0 MCC) continues to do
the little things that have added
up to big wins .
Currently, the Jr. Bills are riding an eight-game winning streak,
having outscored their opponents
24-0 in the last three games. The
recent wins in the Jesuit Tournament, against Parkway West, McCluer, and Warrenton should be
attributed to their superb pitching
and defense as well as their smallball tactics.
In the opening game of the
Jesuit Tournament doubleheader,
SLUH spanked Loyola 15-2. In
the first inning alone, seven Jr.
Bills scored while the other two
batsmen, junior catcher Charlie
Kretschmer and senior center
fielder Paul Simon each sacrificed
for a run.
Junior left fielder Kaleb King
continued to smoke the ball.
Against Loyola, King went two
for two with a three-run home
run that sailed way past the left
field wall. The blast was estimated
at 375 feet. King also smacked a
double and later scored on an error. He scored for the third time
after getting hit by a pitch.
On the season, King is batting .542 with a homer, three doubles, and nine RBI’s.
Outside of an error, the Jr.
Bills’ defense looked outstanding. In the first inning, the Jr. Bills
turned a 6-4-3 double play and in
the fourth senior first baseman
Andrew Pitts made a diving stop,
possibly preventing a run.
SLUH went on to win the
second game of the doubleheader,
8-5.
The next day, SLUH edged

Rockhurst, 7-4. Junior ace Brian Howard went the distance,
throwing 120 pitches in the win.
Last Monday, the Jr. Bills
defeated the Longhorns of Parkway West, 4-0. SLUH managed
only two hits in the win: a single
by senior second baseman L.J.
Hernandez and a triple by Pitts.
But Parkway West coughed up
three walks and three errors that
allowed SLUH to manufacture
runs.
“(We) did a lot of good two
strike hitting,” head coach Steve
Nicollerat said. “They did what
they needed to do—not for their
batting average—but to get a run
over or a run across.”
Senior hurler Trevor Dorand
pitched a solid four innings of
shutout ball, allowing only one hit
and striking out one batter.
Junior Andrew Quinn closed
out the game, hurling three scoreless innings and striking out four.
After Saturday’s DeSmet
game was rained out, SLUH dominated McCluer on Monday, 10-0,
in a mercy ruling. Senior starting
pitcher Andrew Clark kept the
scorecard clean, facing a batter
above the minimum in his four
innings of work. Clark sent seven
to the bench on strikes and allowed only one hit.
Senior pitcher Peter Gable
relieved Clark in the fifth, setting
McCluer down 1-2-3 and striking
out two.
“Every time I’ve given the kid
(Gable) the ball, he’s done well,”
Nicollerat said.
On the offensive side, senior
third baseman Willie Floros went
three for three with a triple and
two RBI’s. Floros currently sits
third in the area in hitting with a
.632 average and leads the team
with 12 walks.
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Junior Kaleb King swings at a pitch against Parkway West. King is eleventh in the area with a .656 on base percentage.

King continued to turn heads
with a two for three performance,
scoring twice and driving in a
pair.
Finally, on Wednesday, the
Jr. Bills notched another 10-0
win, this time against Warrenton.
Center fielder Paul Simon led the
offense, going two for two, scoring twice, and driving in four.
The area’s third best hitter, Floros,
scored three times on a pair of
singles in four at bats.
Howard pitched four consecutive goose eggs and struck out
seven on a healthy ten days rest.
Howard is 5-0 with a 1.75 ERA.
Junior Matt Rancilio pitched
a spotless one and two-thirds innings, striking out two.
Overall, Nicollerat believes
the team is not only playing better defensively, but offensively as
well.
“They’ve done a lot of little
things well that don’t show up in
the scorebook,” Nicollerat said.
“They’ve ran the bases really well,

had a lot of sacrifice flies, and
have done some outstanding bunting. … And I think that’s really
the reason why we are where we
are at.”
Hernandez thinks the team
chemistry is pretty high.
“We are pretty focused,” Hernandez said. “This year we are all
pushing towards one goal. We are
having some success. I think the
Ladue game was a good eye opener that we aren’t going to be perfect. We have a good shot. We’re
doing some special things. Hopefully, we’ll keep getting better.”
On Saturday, SLUH will
travel to St. Mary’s to take on the
Dragons at high noon.

Klug Returns
Shortstop and pitcher Mitch
Klug was cleared to play two
weeks ago and was substituted
as a pinch runner in the game
against Parkway West, where he
stole his first base of the season.

Klug has not been cleared
to hit or pitch yet, but has stolen
several bases, often pinch running
for Kretschmer.
“It’s great to be back out on
the field with all the guys,” Klug
said after the Warrenton game.
“I’m happy I can finally do something to help my team out and
give us a little bit of an edge on
the basepaths.”
Klug was one the area’s leading base stealers last season. He
had not played in a baseball game
since his concussion last May.

Positive Pitching
Dorand’s quality outing
against Parkway West on April 2
demonstrated his improved control, which he struggled with at
the start of the season. Dorand
had trouble with a delivery problem involving his lead foot.
“I felt good,” Dorand said.
“Coach gave me a sheet with exer
continued on page 9

Rugby crushes Parkway United, improves record to 6-1 Track beats
BY Clark
REPORTER

DeWoskin
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T

he St. Louis U. High RuggerBills (6-1) continued their
dominating season with a 31-7
shellacking of the Parkway United
squad on March 29. The Parkway
team consisted of players from
Parkway North, South, West and
Central combined into one squad.
Senior 8-man Paul Fentress
led the team with an impressive
three tries and junior fly-half Pat
Mulligan scored a penalty and
successfully kicked each of his attempts through the uprights, including one penalty kick.
Fentress scored his first try
on a 30-yard run, managing to
evade multiple defenders en route
to the try-zone.
“He was a beast in that game,”
said coach Chris Keeven.
But Fentress was just getting started. Not long after, Fentress again earned his team five
points when senior scrum-half
Danny Gaines floated a kick that
bounced perfectly into the hands
of Fentress in the try zone.
Mulligan was not about to
sit and watch as Fentress continued his scoring parade. Around
the 40-yard line, Mulligan squib-

A SLUH scrum forms as senior Jacob Switzer tries to wedge the ball free.

kicked the ball downfield where
he noted the absence of Parkway’s
fullback. In the ensuing manto-man foot race, the opposing
fullback appeared to be more
concerned with keeping Mulligan away from the ball than with
picking it up himself, earning a
“playing the man” penalty, which
resulted in a penalty try for SLUH
as the penalty was committed in
the try zone.
The Jr. Bills went into halftime leading 21-7 after playing

what Keeven called, “the best half
of rugby I’ve ever seen us play.”
Just after halftime, a Parkway
penalty earned Mulligan a penalty
kick, which he sailed through the
uprights for an easy three points.
Fentress’ third and final try
came after he intercepted a pass,
easily scoring from five yards out
to cement the win with little time
remaining in the match.
The Jr. Bills began the final—
and most important—leg of their
season last night against rival

CBC, who fell earlier in the season to the Parkway squad. Their
three remaining games are all
within their district.
“The only thing that matters as far as state goes is the next
three games,” said Keeven. “Staying healthy, keeping fit, and executing, that’s all we have to do.”
Following CBC, the Jr. Bills
will square off against Priory on
April 19 and then U. City on
April 26.

Central

(continued from page 8)
sonal record, but won by almost
two seconds, and that is impressive for an 800-meter race,” Porter
said.
Overall, Porter did not put
too much emphasis on the victory.
When asked about how the
team looks heading into the future, Porter said, “We are in a
really tough conference with
DeSmet and CBC. SLUH, CBC,
DeSmet, and Hazelwood Central
are the powerhouses this year, so
our team has very high goals. We
want to get better and do well in
conference and State at the end of
May.”
The Jr. Bills look to do continue their success as they go into
the Gary Park Invitational today
and the All-Catholic meet on Saturday.

Volleyball Nightbeat
The Jr. Bills (6-1) swept
Vianney last night with key hits
and blocks from junior
Tom Beckmann.
-Cullin Trip
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Post-State complications
for inline hockey team
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Tennis steps up after Trachsel injury
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Inline has yet to post a victory in a more competitive league this year.
BY Joe Moran
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High Inline
team (0-5-2) managed to
score two league points since their
0-3 start with two outright losses
and two overtime losses over the
past two weeks.
The team’s most recent loss
came Wednesday night against
Oakville, 8-5, just three days after a 5-4 overtime loss to Francis
Howell. This is not the first time
they came close with Francis
Howell, having lost to them 8-7 in
overtime previously.
The team is currently in last
place in their tier, which has eight
teams in all. Fort Zumwalt West
is the team right above SLUH in
standings, with five points.

Forwards senior Jack Fogarty
and junior Chase Berger are currently leading the team in scoring
and assists with eight goals and
five assists so far. Both have only
attended five out of seven games.
Junior Scott McCartney has five
assists as well, as a defender.
“We need to work on some
defense. It’s definitely harder than
last year,” says senior Brendan
Niebruegge.
Starting at goalie is freshman
Ben Keeven. He is averages about
7.5 goals against per game so far,
but has shown promise, McCartney attests.
The next game is away at
Fort Zumwalt South this Friday at
6:30 p.m..Last time they met, Fort
Zumwalt South beat SLUH 10-6.

UNDERCLASSMEN
SPORTS UPDATES
JV Tennis (6-1)
4/9 W 6-2 SLUH vs. John
Burroughs
4/10 W 7-1 SLUH vs. DeSmet
4/11 W 8-2 SLUH vs. CBC
Junior Greg Huggins and
sophomore Kevin Benben
made key plays and stepped up
when their team needed them
to extend the Jr. Bills’ winning
streak to six.
-Chazz Carson
B-Baseball (4-1)
3/26 W 5-2 @ Farmington
3/27 W 5-2 vs Lindbergh
3/29 W 10-5 @ Rockwood
Summit
4/2 L 7-6 @ Mehville
4/9 W 7-6 vs Affton
It took a powerful 4th and
5th inning from the Jr. Bills’
offense and Joe Delsignore’s
game ending assist from center
field, throwing out the tying
run at home plate to complete
the Jr. Bills’ comeback against
Affton.
-Adam Cooley
C Baseball
4/4 W 8-1 vs Collinsville
4/9 W 8-4 vs Parkway West
4/11 W 5-4 vs St Mary’s
Walk off in the eighth (on a
walk)
-Dominic Himich
JV Water Polo (8-0)
4/02 W 9-2 vs. DeSmet

JV Volleyball (6-0)
4/04 W 2-0 vs. DeSmet
4/10 W 2-0 @ Marquette
JV Volleyball (6-0)
03/26 W 2–0 vs Ft Zumwalt
South
03/28 W 2–0 @ Chaminade
03/29 W 2–0 vs Pattonville
04/02 W 2–0 @ Parkway West
04/04 W 2–0 vs DeSmet
04/10 W 2–0 @ Marquette
- Adam Young
JV Lacrosse (3-3)
4/4 L 10-0 vs. Chaminade
-Andrew Costello
JV Golf (6-1)
3/27 L SLUH 260 CBC 256
3/28 W SLUH 253 Lindbergh
309
3/29 W SLUH 262 DeSmet- 316
4/02 W SLUH 269 Vianney 270
4/04 W SLUH 250 Chaminade
276
4/09 W SLUH 245 Parkway
South 323
4/11 W SLUH 246 DeSmet 268
- Michael Mimlitz
C Inline Hockey
3/18 L 1-3 @ Ft. Zumwalt West
3/23 L 2-11 @ Oakville
3/24 L 1-0 @ Ft. Zumwalt West
JV Inline Hockey
3/23 L 8-0 vs. Wentzville
3/24 W 6-3 vs. DeSmet
3/25 L 7-9 @ Francis Howell
North

No.1 singles player junior David Mayhall smashes a return.
BY Stephen
STAFF

T

Lumetta

he St. Louis U. High tennis
team (4-3, 3-1 MCC) has
had an up-and-down two weeks,
winning some matches 7-0 and
winning only one set in another
match.
The team’s first match of the
year was against Ladue on March
29. While the top two singles
players, junior David Mayhall and
senior Cameron Trachsel, both
lost in relatively close matches,
No. 3 singles player junior Mike
Essma won in a super tiebreaker,
6-4, 4-6, 11-9. Senior Tony Ghazarian picked up a win at the No. 4
singles spot 6-3, 6-1.
The doubles sector of the
team fared well against Ladue.
At the No.1 doubles spot, senior
Matei Stefanescu and sophomore
Danny Schneller won 6-4, 6-4
while the No. 3 doubles team of
seniors Kevin Madden and Austin Huelsing won 6-3, 6-3. The
senior-freshman duo of Connor
Madden and Kyle Schnell lost
their first match at No. 2 doubles
1-6, 5-7, while the No. 4 doubles
team of senior Michael Hohl and
junior Sean Philip won 7-6 (6-4),
6-4.
With a win in the bag against
a team they had lost to last year,
the Jr. Bills headed to MICDS on
April 2. Unfortunately, this year
just was not SLUH’s year to beat
MICDS as they fell 3-5.
Essma was the only singles
player who won his match, outlasting his opponent 6-7, 6-3,
10-7 in a super tiebreaker.
Connor Madden and Schnell
picked up their first win of the
season 6-3, 7-5 and Hohl and
Philip battled back after losing
their first set 2-6 to win the match
6-3, 10-2 in a super tiebreaker.
Unfortunately, the next day
during practice, SLUH suffered
their first injury of the season
when Trachsel rolled his ankle.
This would lead to some serious
changes to the order for the next
day’s match against Chaminade,
the first MCC competition of the
year.
“When we’ve asked those
guys to step up, they’ve won their
matches. We’ve had to institute
new doubles pairings, which is
tough after a partner gets to know
the guy who he’s playing with,
and all of a sudden, he gets a new
partner. I think because of our
depth, we’ve adjusted as well as
we can. I’d really like to give credit
to Tony Ghazarian and Mike Es-

sma in that regard because they’ve
had to move up a seed—a spot—
in singles. They’ve done a really
good job of taking that challenge
and stepping up their game in the
light of Cameron’s injury,” said
head coach Patrick Zarrick.
Mayhall stayed at No. 1 singles and lost 2-6, 2-6 while Essma
was bumped to the No. 2 singles
slot where he lost 3-6, 2-6. However, SLUH won every match after the first two singles matches.
Ghazarian played No. 3 singles
and won 6-4, 6-3 while Schneller
made his singles debut with a 6-4,
6-0 win.
All of SLUH’s doubles teams
won as well.
SLUH opened up its fiveday Easter break with a 7-0 rout
of Vianney. Highlights from the
match included Mayhall winning
his first match at No. 1 singles 4-6,
6-1, 6-2. The No. 1 doubles team
of Stefanescu and Kevin Madden also started down one set but
fought back to win 3-6, 6-3, 10-5
in a super tiebreaker.
If Thursday was SLUH’s day
to be on the tennis court, Monday
certainly was not, as it was the exact opposite of Thursday’s match.
SLUH’s opponent on Monday was
John Burroughs, a traditionally
strong team.
All of SLUH’s singles players
lost, including Trachsel, who cautiously decided to come back and
try to play. After the match, he decided that his ankle was not ready
for competition and will not come
back until Monday.
The doubles teams started slow when Stefanescu and
Schneller lost 4-6, 3-6. Connor
Madden and Schnell actually
started their match off on a good
note, winning the first set 6-3.
They then quickly fell apart in the
second set, losing 1-6 and then
dropping the super tiebreaker
4-10. Huelsing and Kevin Madden lost their No. 3 doubles match
3-6, 3-6, and Philip and Hohl lost
their match 3-6, 2-6.
“We won a single set. We just
weren’t hungry that day. There
just wasn’t any fire in our boys’
bellies,” said a disappointed assistant coach Gabe Vitale.
“I know with doubles a huge
problem was not getting to the
net. We weren’t moving our feet.
We just flat out weren’t executing,”
said Connor Madden.
Zarrick thinks that the Burroughs match scores were somewhat deceiving, since the match
was closer than the scores let on.

“We were not ready to play
against Burroughs. I think on a
better day, we could have been
more competitive,” said Zarrick.
While the Burroughs match
seemed like it could set the team
back, the DeSmet match on Tuesday proved otherwise.
While Mayhall lost in a close
6-7, 6-7 match, the rest of the
singles players brought their best
tennis against the Spartans. Essma won 6-2, 6-3 while Ghazarian
won 6-2, 6-2 with some of his best
tennis of the year. Schnell also
won 7-5, 6-3 in his singles debut
at the No. 4 spot.
The Nos. 2 and 3 doubles
teams of Connor Madden and
Huelsing and Hohl and Philip
won their matches while the No. 1
team of Stefanescu and Schneller
traded blows with their DeSmet opponents. Stefanescu and
Schneller lost their first set 4-6 but
won their second set 6-4 to send
the match to a super tiebreaker.
In a nail-biting tiebreaker, Stefanescu and Schneller lost 7-10, but
SLUH as a whole still beat DeSmet 5-2.
On Wednesday, CBC visited
SLUH at Dwight Davis in what
promised to be a tight match.
Mayhall lost 0-6, 0-6 while
Schneller and Schnell each picked
up another singles win and won
together as a doubles team. However, Stefanescu and Ghazarian
each lost in a super tiebreaker.
Overall, the team lost 5-4.
However, Zarrick is pleased
with the overall start the team,
especially the doubles teams, has
gotten.
“I think (the doubles teams)
attempted to incorporate an aggressive game plan. They’ve
stayed with it. Late in the match
when the pressure gets tighter,
they haven’t regressed and started
to play defensively. (They’ve) followed it to the end. And more often than not, that has resulted in
success for them this year. I have
been very pleased with our No.
3 doubles and very pleased with
No. 2. One dubs at times are very
good, at times they need to stay
focused throughout the match,
but overall, I’ve been very pleased
with the doubles play.”
The team can’t slack at all because the important MCC tournament is tomorrow at Dwight
Davis.
“I think the tournament is
there for the taking by any of
the MCC teams,” said Zarrick.
“Chaminade has some young
players, freshmen, that have come
in and immediately added depth
to their varsity. Vianney has the
best varsity team I think I’ve seen
in my 5 years of coaching here.
DeSmet always brings a solid
team, and CBC is undefeated at
this point. I think that we have a
very good chance of winning on
Saturday. I think it’s going to be
close.”
Mayhall also agrees with Zarrick about the MCC tournament:
“It’s going to be tough but I think
we can step up and take it this
year.”
After the MCC tournament,
SLUH will face Parkway West on
the road on Tuesday at 4:00.
“I’ve been watching in the papers, and Parkway West has beaten some formidable opponents. I
think they’re going to be another
good test for us,” said Zarrick.
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A scrum ensues in front of the net.
BY Jack Robinson
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity
lacrosse team (9-2) has come
up big in the past two weeks, putting up four wins and scoring a
staggering 44 goals in the process.
“The work rate of our seniors
has really set a tone for the team,
especially the juniors and sophomores, and that’s why we’ve been
so successful lately” said sophomore midfielder Eric Bell.
After coming off their impressive run in the Notre Dame
tournament, the Jr. Bills beat
Lafayette 7-4 in their first game
back.
Then they faced face Olathe
High School (Kan.) at home.
SLUH found them to be no match
at all, stomping the Kansas team,
15-3.
The U. High lacrosse team
had its first Metro Catholic Conference match last week against
Chaminade. Again, the Jr. Bills
proved to be the much better

team, beating down the Red Devils in a big 12-2 win.
Lastly, the squad faced Kirkwood away, dishing out a 10-5 defeat in front of the Pioneers’ home
crowd.
The Bills are currently ranked
third in the state (as recorded by
laxpower.com), and also leading
the MCC.
The team hopes to keep its
momentum going into the upcoming MCC games against Vianney Thursday, and their rival
from the west DeSmet on Saturday in the highly-anticipated Fr.
Marco Cup, which SLUH hosts
this year. The varsity squad hopes
to bring the Cup back to St. Louis
U. High for its third year in a row.
“The rivalry between SLUH
and DeSmet makes the Fr. Marco
Cup a close game no matter what
the difference in talent is, and it is
important that as seniors we continue the streak of winning the Fr.
Marco Cup” says senior defenseman John Jedlicka.

A Jr. Bill golfer makes an approach. Golf is off to a 7-1 start.
BY Adam
REPORTER

Cooley

S

ince the varsity golf team’s disappointing first loss of the season against an extremely talented
CBC team, the team has been on
a seven-match win streak, taking down tough MCC opponents
such as DeSmet, Vianney, and
Chaminade. The 7-1 start for the
Jr. Bills is just the way Scott Gilbert wanted to start his first season as varsity head golf coach.
Gilbert said, “We had a plan
as we entered the season. We had
our sights set on success.”
Gilbert’s team is certainly executing its plan to this point in the
season. Gilbert has been very impressed with the different aspects
of the team, both on and off the
course.
Gilbert said, “There’s a lot of
chemistry on the team. The guys
are very supportive of each other.”

Gilbert feels good about his team’s
chances of continuing its early
success if it can continue to display these qualities.
“You can tell they’re leaders
on the golf course,” Gilbert said.
“There’s a lot of friendly, respectful competition amongst the team
and it’s great for the make-up of
the squad.”
The team responded quickly
from its loss against CBC with a
win the next day against Lindbergh.
“I think we were a little anxious in that first match,” Gilbert
said. “We wanted to show that the
first match was kind of a fluke.”
The Jr. Bills took their momentum from the win against
Lindbergh into their match the
next day against DeSmet at the
Hawthorne course in Forest Park.
Gilbert knew DeSmet’s talented
squad would be tough to handle.
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“They have a quality golf program,” Gilbert said. “We knew we
were going to have our hands full.”
The Jr. Bills were ready to go
from the start, knowing that if
they played with the confidence
they displayed in the Lindbergh
match, they could fend off DeSmet.
“You could just tell our guys
were ready to go. They were feeling it,” Gilbert said about his team
before the match.
In the squad’s lowest team
scoring performance of the season to this point, they beat DeSmet 211-218 behind the scores of
sophomore Scott Schaeffer and
junior Ben Hutchison. Schaeffer
led the way, shooting 3 under par
at a 32, followed close behind by
Hutchison, who shot a 35.
SLUH, again, used momentum from its impressive performance against DeSmet to lead
them to two more wins in the
next three days against MCC opponents Vianney (230-247) and
Chaminade (218-237). Senior
Jack Mimlitz led the way against
Chaminade, shooting a 31 and
propelling the Jr. Bills to their
fourth win in a row.
“We’ve just gotten better as
a team,” Mimlitz said about the
team’s early season success.
The day following the Chaminade win, SLUH traveled to Westborough Country Club, DeSmet’s
home course, to play DeSmet for
a second time. The team knew it
was a very difficult course to play,
and the ins and outs of the course
were a mystery to most of the
players.
continued on page 11

Volleyball loses twice to DeSmet, takes third in St. Louis tourney
Cullin Tripp
REPORTER

T

he Volleybills (5-1) are deep
into the first half of the season. With their only loss coming
against DeSmet, the team looks to
make a push to finish out the first
half of the season strong.
After racking up early wins
against Ft. Zumwalt South and
Chaminade, the Volleybills faced
off against Pattonville to lead
them into their first tournament.
St. Louis U. High dominated early, pulling away from Pattonville
25-19 in the first game and finishing them off in the second game
25-18.
“Pattonville was probably
one of the easier teams we have
faced this year, so it was nice to
perform at a solid level in both
games,” said junior captain Kurt
Thiemann.
Heading into the St. Louis
Varsity Tournament, the Jr. Bills
faced off against Ft. Zumwalt
South for the second time in pool
play. After a late spurt of serving in the first game that led to
a win, the team dropped the second game. SLUH seemed a little
shaken up by the loss, but pulled
together a great third game performance, to defeat the Bulldogs.
The Jr. Bills dominated Parkway North in the second pool play
match, finishing the Vikings off in
two games.
“We felt pretty confident going into Saturday, but we knew
that we were gonna have to take
on DeSmet,” said junior Aaron

Buettner.
After sweeping Mehlville 2-0
in the first game of the day, the Jr.
Bills came up against DeSmet. After a disappointing first game loss,
the Volleybills put together a huge
run in the second to tie the match
at 1-1. Unfortunately, the team fell
in the third game 26-24.
SLUH went on to sweep
Oakville 2-0 and finished third in
the tournament.
The next week, the team rebounded from the third place finish and swept Parkway West 2-0.
“(Parkway West) was probably one of our better games on
the season thus far,” said assistant
coach James Gioia. “We have been
able to pass very efficiently this
season and that has been one of
our strongest areas of play.”
Since tournament play does
not impact either the state rankings or the regular season record,
SLUH headed into its first regular
season meeting with DeSmet undefeated in regular season play.
The crowd in the Danis Field
House was fired up for the game
as SLUH looked to avenge its
tournament loss to DeSmet. The
first game was close all the way
through with both teams going
back and forth before the Spartans pulled away and won 26-24.
After the first loss, the players stayed calm and collected
themselves to make a run in the
second game. The Jr. Bills did just
that, going on a six-serve run in
the second game. Unfortunately,
DeSmet pulled away again, win-

ning 25-22 and sweeping the
match.
“Even though we lost to DeSmet, I think it was one of our better games,” said junior Jack Walsh.
“We have passed well all season,
but this game showed the first
signs of our offense really flowing
well through the passing.”
Again,
the
Volleybills
bounced back from their loss
with a victory over Marquette.
One of the better teams in the
state, Marquette was no easy victory for SLUH. After a slow start
offensively, the team used its passing and defense to get its offense
going.
After a close 26-24 win in the
first game, the Jr. Bills found their
rhythm and won the second game
25-19.
“At this point in the season,
DeSmet is the main target and
we’re really going after them,” said
junior Tom Beckmann. “I think if
we can focus on playing more as
a team throughout the season, we
can be a dominating opponent.”
So far this season, senior
Barrett Pazderka leads the team
in serves for points with 32 and
blocks with 9. Beckmann leads
the team with 38 attacks and 19
kills, and junior Jack Walsh leads
the team with 42 serve receives
and 32 digs.
The Volleybills head in to the
Parkway Central Tournament this
Saturday; the first match is at 8:00
a.m.
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Senior Barrett Pazderka ready to spike home a point for volleyball.
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T

he newest elected official at St.
Louis U. High isn’t a member of
Student Council. He’s a member of
the history department. Last Tuesday, government teacher Bill Brown
was elected to the Rockwood School
Board.
“My wife said on election night
that she didn’t know whether to congratulate me or give me condolences
because it’s going to be a tough, tough
job,” said Brown.
Four candidates ran for two
spots, which means that Brown had
to finish in the top two spots to earn
a spot on the board. The election was
also wide open, with no incumbent
on the board running for re-election.
According to the St. Louis County Election Results website, Brown
finished with 6,309 votes, good for
30 percent of the vote and first place
in the polls, beating out the second
place candidate by 401 votes.
On the seven-member board,
Brown will make educational decisions to benefit the roughly 22,000
students in the Rockwood School
District. Other aspects will include
making personnel decisions and financial decisions for a school district
with about a $250 million budget.
Brown contemplated running for
the School Board after being urged by
several friends, but he kept putting
off the paperwork. It was the encouragement from his daughter that eventually pushed him the last few steps
as he filed his paperwork on the last
possible day.
“What I decided was, at 61 years
of age, use some of your energy for
something to give back,” said Brown
of his decision to run. “Rockwood
gave me, it gave my children, and

Bill Brown (center) socializes with students in the old cafeteria.

hopefully it will give my grandchildren a quality education for whatever
we did.”
Running for office gave Brown
some insight to the AP American
Politics and AP Comparative Government courses that he teaches. In
the beginning, he underestimated
how complex the process would be.
He also had to spend $5,000 of his
own money on his campaign budget,
with most of the money going towards yard signs. He was later able to
fundraise $4,500 to offset the money
he initially put up.
“I hated that aspect of it. I hated
it,” said Brown. “I had no idea when
I first filed that it would take almost
$5,000 to run for a voluntary position.”
Brown also had a campaign staff
of ten trusted advisors who met at his
house a few times to talk about issues,
campaign strategy and fundraising.
On election night, Brown got a
lesson in the speed of social media.
Brown was sitting at his computer

refreshing the St. Louis County Election Results website which was still
stuck at 43 percent and showing him
in third when his daughters, who had
found more recent data via a Facebook connection, ran into his office
to tell him that he had won.
Brown doesn’t believe that his
election to the School Board will affect his commitments at SLUH.
“It would be frivolous to say that
(campaigning) didn’t take some energy away from my teaching, but I
think the campaigning is a lot worse
than the serving,” said Brown. “My
goal next year is that my students
don’t see any difference in my enthusiasm or my teaching at SLUH.”
Brown is grateful for all the support he has received from the faculty,
administration, and students.
“It’s a good feeling when someone you don’t know votes for you, but
it means a lot more when someone
who knows you votes for you,” said
Brown.

“This is where the big boys
play,” Gilbert said about Bellerive,
which has hosted professional tournaments such as the US Open, the
Senior Open, and the BMW Championships. Freshman Alex Ciaramitaro, played his best round of the year
shooting
3-under par, 33.
“He’s always straight, always
around the pin, and doesn’t get in
much trouble,” Gilbert said about
Ciaramitaro. This season, Gilbert
has been very impressed with both
Ciaramitaro and Dan Venker, the

other freshman varsity golf player.
“For freshmen, both of them are
really composed. They handle themselves very well,” said Gilbert.
Gilbert puts the two freshmen in
the same group every match, allowing their friendly competition to help
them have good rounds.
The team set its win streak to
seven with a 237-245 win against
MICDS on Tuesday.
The team will play again on Monday at the Webster Cup and against
Chaminade.

Baseball snags Jesuit tournament victory
(continued from page 9)
ercises to do and drills to work
on to help fix it. So going in, I felt
comfortable. As I took my warm-up
pitches, I thought about it a little bit,
but then eventually, I let it go and did
pretty well.”
Nicollerat was pleased with his
outing.
“(Dorand) is really working on
it,” Nicollerat said. “Let’s just hope for
his sake and our sake he can get those
things fixed up. But there are other
guys that are stepping up too whether
it’s Matt Rancilio or Andrew Quinn
or Andrew Clark.”

Hurston Concussed
Unfortunately, the second win
against Loyola came at a price. Junior

Friday, April 13

Schedule R

AP

Benedictine College Visit
Senior Class Mass
Junior Class Meeting
Snack—Mini Tacos
4pm
V Track @ Gary Parker Invite @ Blue Springs
V Tennis @ McCluer North
8pm
Sophomore Class Dance
9:20pm V Water Polo vs. MICDS @ St. Peter’s Rec-Plex
Lunch Special—Chicken Strips
Healthy—Bosco Pizza

Saturday, April 14

Under Gilbert, Golf on seven-win streak
(continued from page 11)
The Jr. Bills pulled off a 229-230
victory, beating DeSmet a second
time.
“It was very nerve-wracking,”
Gilbert said about the close score. “All
my groups were neck-and-neck.”
Many players had excellent
rounds, scoring in the 30s.
“This was truly a team effort,”
Gilbert said.
The squad’s success continued
with a win against Priory, 238-268, at
Bellerive Country Club.

April 13, 2012

right fielder Ryan Hurston was diagnosed with a concussion, after he
collided head-first into the light pole
while chasing a foul ball. He injured
his left jaw and collarbone, but did
not lose consciousness. He was immediately removed from the game.
“It could have been really bad,”
Nicollerat said. “He made a great effort. I think the bill of his cap probably helped him in terms of maybe
cushioning a little bit of the actual
contact with the pole.”
Hurston is currently going
through the MSHSAA approved
steps to deal with the concussion.
“Right now, my neck is a little
stiff and my back is a little stiff,” Hurston said. “I had headaches for a few
days after but the headaches have

subsided.”
Hurston expects to be back in
two to four weeks.

Back in Style
SLUH is expected to don their
gray away jerseys on Saturday against
St. Mary’s. The Jr. Bills have not worn
their gray jerseys since 2010. Last season, the SuperstitiousBills believed
that wearing only their white jerseys
would keep the perfect season alive.
Many players will choose to
sport their away uniforms with the
gray stirrup socks exposed, a throwback to baseball’s earliest uniforms.
“The away uniforms will be a lot
of fun,” Rancilio said. “The stirrups
will be fun to show off to the world.”
calendar | compiled by
Stephen Lumetta

Sophomore Conversations (through April 19)
V Polo @ DeSmet Invitational @ St. Peter’s Rec-Plex
V Volleyball @ Parkway Tournament @ Parkway Central
8am
ACT—Library
9am
V2 Track @ All-Catholic Meet @ Chaminade
11am C Baseball vs. Farmington @ Forest Park #1
12pm V Baseball @ St. Mary’s
B Baseball vs. St. Mary’s
1pm
C Baseball vs. Farmington @ Forest Park #1
3pm
C Lacrosse vs. DeSmet
5pm
JV Lacrosse vs. DeSmet
7pm
V Lacrosse vs. DeSmet

Sunday, April 15
No Events Scheduled

Monday, April 16

Block Schedule
STUCO Officer Forms Due (juniors)
8am
V Golf @ Webster Cup @ Crescent Farms
AP
Snack—Mexican Boscos
3:30pm V Golf vs. Chaminade @ Bellerive
4:15pm C Baseball vs. Parkway North @ Forest Park #2
4:30pm B Baseball vs. Kirkwood @ Forest Park #1
5pm
JV Volleyball @ St. Mary’s
6pm
ACSA Meeting
V Volleyball @ St. Mary’s
Lunch Special—Lil’ Charlie’s Pizza
Healthy—Flat Bread Pizza
Block Schedule
Tuesday, April 17
Junior Kairos Retreat (through April 20)
AP
Rosary
12:20pm Graduation Announcement Distribution
3:30pm JV Golf vs. Chaminade @ Forest Park
4pm
C Lacrosse vs. Parkway West
C Track @ Kirkwood Invitational
4:30pm V Baseball @ Vianney
B Baseball vs. Vianney
5:30pm JV Lacrosse vs. Parkway West
7pm
V Lacrosse vs. Parkway West
Lunch Special—Brunch for Lunch
Healthy—Turkey Burger

Wendesday, April 18

Schedule R

AP
Snack—Apple Strudel Sticks
12:50pm STUCO Officer Primary
3:30pm V Golf vs. Westminster @ Forest Park
4pm
JV Track @ Webster JV Meet @ Hixson Jr. High
4:15pm JV Water Polo @ Parkway North
C Baseball vs. Eureka @ Forest Park #1
4:30pm V Baseball @ Belleville West
5pm
JV Volleyball vs. Vianney
5:15pm V Water Polo @ Parkway North
6pm
V Volleyball vs. Vianney
Lunch Special—Steak & Cheese
Healthy—Grilled Chicken Dippers
Thursday, April 19
Schedule R
Maintenance Luncheon
AP
Sustainability Committee Meeting
STUCO Speeches—Juniors (mandatory)
Snack—Pizza Sticks
12:50pm STUCO Officer Finals (juniors)
3:30pm V Golf vs. Vianney @ Forest Park
JV Golf vs. Vianney @ Sunset Lakes
4pm
JV Volleyball vs. Francis Howell
5pm
V Water Polo @ Summit
V Volleyball vs. Francis Howell
6pm
V Rugby vs. Priory
Lunch Special—Chinese
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan

Friday, April 20

Schedule R

Harmony Social Event
V Track @ Kansas Relays @ Lawrence, Kansas
AP
Junior Class Mass
AP Pre-Administration Meeting
Snack—Mozz Sticks
3:30pm V Golf vs. Pattonville @ Forest Park
JV Golf vs. Pattonville @ Forest Park
4pm
JV Water Polo vs. CBC
4:15pm C Baseball @ Kirkwood
4:30pm V Baseball vs. Bishop DuBourg
B Baseball @ Belleville West
5pm
V Water Polo vs. MICDS
7:30pm Dauphin Players Production
Lunch Special—Chicken Rings
Healthy—Chicken Egg Roll

