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clerical position
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Komos replaces
Michael Leary, who is
retiring after six and a
half years at SLUH

EDITOR IN CHIEF

T

hose students who listen to
Activity Period announcements may have noticed that
they’ve been a lot shorter lately,
and that post-it notes have started
appearing on the window glass of
classroom doors. Though unseen
by many students, Jeff Flanagan
has been traversing the hallways
during second period to silently
hang each white slip.
Flanagan, the son of math
teacher Tom Flanagan, is a newcomer to the school, working in
a newly-created office clerk position.
For his professional development program last school year
and summer, English teacher
Steve Missey led an initiative to
create a new job at SLUH. The
position Missey and the group of
administrators he worked with
developed—the position Flanagan was hired to fill—involves
assisting the clerical staff in many
offices around the school.
continued on page 3

by Joe Klein
NEWS EDITOR

A

Varsity soccer and football both had big contests this week with football trouncing the Ladue Rams 4927, while soccer faltered 2-1 against the No. 2 DeSmet Spartans. Senior wide receiver Stefan Sansone
returned two kickes to the house last Friday. Senior Ryan Merrifield netted SLUH’s only goal against
DeSmet. Soccer faces off against CBC at 2:00 p.m. tomorrow, and football faces off against the Webster
Groves Statesmen tonight at 7:00 at SLUH, in front of hundreds of painted freshmen for the annual
Running of the Bills. Coverage inside, pages 10 and 11

Sustainability Committee Grand Reunion weekend
hopes to centralize efforts replaces alumni gatherings
by Joe Klein
NEWS EDITOR

A

n environmentally conscious
campus—one that takes dedicated steps to use resources more
efficiently and cut back when
needed, all while developing a
culture of awareness to the issue
of sustainability. That is the goal
of the Sustainability Committee—
a newly-incarnated group of students, faculty, and staff members
dedicated to making St. Louis U.
High a more sustainable and environmentally-conscious school.
Over the summer, Principal
John Moran met with social studies teachers Anne Marie Lodholz
and Tom Zinselmeyer and environmental science teacher Bill
Anderson to discuss a more centralized approach to tackling the
issue of sustainability.
Over the summer, Lodholz
and Zinselmeyer attended a conference held at Webster University regarding sustainability, and
Lodholz has been in contact with
other schools, hoping to receive
information about efforts they
took to achieve their goals in sustainability.

Joe Komos, ‘77
hired as VP for
Administration

Moran noted that the concept of sustainability at SLUH had
been explored through various
outlets in past years, yet without
a formalized place for those ideas
to be funneled through, it was impossible to develop a central plan
for the entire school.
“When we met, the goal was
how do we take all of these little
conversations and be more strategic about it,” said Moran. “(Sustainability) is not a new topic.
It’s not a new theme. It’s not a
new initiative. (President David)
Laughlin and I have both talked
about it coming into this year as
something that’s important to us,
and that we wanted to start to
throw some of our energies behind in helping it, at least, become
more systematic.”
The Sustainability Committee first officially met during faculty meetings in August, and it
was open to any interested faculty
or staff members; 18 attended.
Their first meeting was mainly a brainstorming session on
ideas that could be pursued for
the year, as well as a rehashing of
continued on page 9
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EDITOR

T

radition Never Graduates is
a slogan that can be found
throughout St. Louis U. High.
Starting Sept. 23, SLUH hopes to
apply that motto more directly.
SLUH’s process of hosting class
reunions will undergo major
changes, as the classes of ‘51,
‘61, ‘71, ‘81, and ‘91 meet later
this month for SLUH’s Grand
Reunion weekend, the first of its
kind at the school.
The new style of hosting a reunion was an idea spearheaded by
Vice President for Advancement
John Rick. In the past, alumni
have come on the Friday of their
reunion weekend for a class Mass
and stag dinner. While classes
may have made an effort to organize another event during the
weekend, often a dinner involving
spouses, the Friday night events
were the only ones sponsored by
SLUH.
Under the new system, alumni will have an opportunity on
Friday night for drinks with their
class at a designated spot on the
SLUH campus, followed by din-

ner. However, unlike in years past,
the dinner will not be exclusive
to one class, as all six classes will
gather together in the Danis Field
House.
On Saturday there will be a memorial Mass for deceased members of the classes, followed by
class-specific dinners at various
locations throughout the school.
The Saturday night dinners will be
open to both alums and spouses.
SLUH
president
David
Laughlin said the school hoped
to provide more direct assistance
with the planning of the Saturday
events.
“On Saturday it was kind of
up to the class to do what they
wanted to do. I don’t think as a
school we did much for them,”
said Laughlin.
The final change will be the
addition of six optional presentations before the cocktail parties
on Saturday, given by SLUH faculty and administration. The presentations will range from topics
like Ignatian Spirtuality to Math
at SLUH. The hope was to give
alumni a better sense of what goes
continued on page 4
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Intramurals are back
Tim Rittenhouse and a group of seniors
work to make this year’s intramurals
more fun, organised. Page 4

Freshman service program
The required freshman service program
began this week, with the first batch of
freshmen going to their sites. Page 2

New teachers, round three
ASC volunteers Carson Monetti and
Timothy Flaherty are the newest members of the SLUH community. Page 9

Jr. Bills around the world
Students traveled to Ireland and France
on faculty-led trips over the summer.
Page 8

fter serving St. Louis U. High
for six and a half years, Vice
President of Administration Michael Leary announced in June
that he would be retiring. In an
email to faculty
and staff last
week, President
David Laughlin
announced that
he had hired Joe
Komos, ‘77, as
Leary’s replaceMr. Joe
ment, effective
Komos
Sept. 19.
Leary first arrived at SLUH in
January 2005. After Brian Sweeney resigned as Vice President of
Administration, then-President
Paul Sheridan, S.J., hired Leary to
fill the vacant post.
Prior to coming to SLUH,
Leary had been a partner with
Deloitte & Touche, an international accounting firm, for over
30 years. Leary had previously
been the Chief Financial Officer of the Sales Audit Corporation, and served as the Director
of Boys’ Hope/Girls’ Hope of St.
Louis.
According to Laughlin, the
Vice President for Administration’s work is largely focused on
the school’s finances and business
operations. The Vice President
assists with the school’s risk management and human resources,
and manages the school’s endowment and debt, and also works on
creating the school’s annual budget and setting the rate of tuition.
During his time at SLUH,
Leary also supervised the business department, consisting of
Business Managers Terry Meiners
and Mary Fischer and Senior Accountant Bob Goeke.
One of Leary’s biggest accomplishments during his tenure
was restructuring the school’s
bond debt.
According to Leary, SLUH
took on a large amount of debt in
the late 1990s to pay for expansion. In 2007, the Board of Trustees, which Leary serves on as an
advisor, decided to refinance the
continued on page 4

Ten Years Later

A Look Back: Reflections and Perspectives
This Sunday marks the ten-year anniversary of the September 11 attacks. With
that anniversary, we are given a chance to
examine our own perspectives of that day.
Inside, members of the SLUH community
offer their own reflections, and a SLUH
father serves in Afghanistan. Pages 5-7
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First freshmen travel to freshman service program sites
by John Webb
CORE STAFF

T

he inaugural year of the
Freshman Service Program
started on Tuesday, ushering in
an era where all members of the
freshman class will be required to
participate in a few hours of community service each semester.
The ultimate goal of the program is to increase participation
in voluntary community service
by exposing students to service
early in their high school careers.
“Our goal is to create a community where service is a focal
point,” said Community Service
Program (CSP) co-coordinator
Simonie Bieber. “We’re hoping
that by introducing freshmen to
service that they are more apt to
get involved in the optional CSP
program.”
Monday through Thursday,
groups of six freshmen and one
faculty moderator will volunteer

at Saints Peter and Paul or Shalom
House, or at a senior assisted living center. Each student will participate in one day of service each
semester.
In the first semester, freshmen are assigned to their date of
service in alphabetical order, but
in the second semester, they will
be assigned randomly.
On Monday and Thursday,
freshmen will go to McCormick
House, a senior assistant living
facility. On Tuesday, the feeding
shelter will be Saints Peter and
Paul; on Wednesday it will be
Shalom House. Service will be
canceled for days off of school,
half days, and during exam weeks.
“They’re around each other
in homeroom. Their lockers are
right next to each other,” said CSP
co-coordinator Nick Ehlman of
the decision to organize students
alphabetically. “It’s also a nice advantage that when we’re reminding the freshmen and talking

about it that I can just go to the
homeroom.”
The faculty moderator will
also ask the freshman questions
and before and after the service
trip in order to encourage reflection. Post-service questions include asking how the actual experience of service compared to
their expectations.
“It was fun cooking food
together on Tuesday,” said freshman Sam Aubuchon, who served
at Saints Peter and Paul. “People
were happy when you gave it to
them. They were very thankful so
it felt good.”
“I just felt a whole lot better
(after completing the service),”
said freshman Nathan Augsburge, who also served at Saints
Peter and Paul. “I just felt more
at peace. In theology we just went
over longings in life so I just felt a
little more full after that.”
Last week, at least two senior
advisors in every homeroom went

we were expecting it to,” said senior football player Darion Baker.
On days the heat index was
close to 105 degrees, the cross
country team moved its less experienced runners’ workouts inside
by running up and down stairs.
The experienced runners participated in a reduced workout in
Forest Park.
“As soon as it was 105, we
canceled practice one day. We
sent a group inside to run, then
we sent a group home to run
when the temperature got cooler
at night. We were just trying to do
our best to keep our fitness with
the meet that we had on Friday,”
said cross country coach Joseph
Porter.
The First Capital Invitational
race scheduled for Friday at McNair Park in St. Charles was canceled by host St. Charles High
School. The runners scheduled
for the race were able to practice
instead because the heat index
was below 105.
“If I was in charge of the meet
Friday, I would have canceled it as
well,” said Porter.
A time-trial was originally
scheduled for the people who
were not going to be running at
the race, but because the race was
cancelled, the entire team ran a
time trial early Saturday morning.
“You like to have a little bit
more of a race atmosphere. In the
first race, we always use it as an
opportunity to remind us what
racing feels like because it’s been a
while for some of them,” said Porter.
One of the sports not affected by the intense heat was
racquetball. Its practice went on
as planned in the indoor courts
at Vetta Concord on Tuesday and
Thursday.
The freshman and JV soccer teams both cancelled practice on Thursday and Friday. The
sophomore game scheduled for
Friday at Vianney was cancelled
as well. The varsity game scheduled for Thursday against Fort
Zumwalt happened as planned
but the game scheduled for Saturday against Brebeuf was moved to
10:00 a.m. instead of 12:00 p.m. to

avoid the intense heat.
“It was really cool in the
morning. It felt great outside,”
said sophomore soccer player
Mark Robinson.
In the midst of the stifling
temperatures last week, one of
the main air conditioning units
failed, forcing many classes to
move to cooler locations. According to SLUH maintenance director Rick Figge, after replacing the
burst capacitor and burnt wires,
the air conditioning was working
fine by last Friday.
The work grant program
also moved their outdoor workers inside to do other jobs. Craig
Hannick made the decision to
move work indoors by following
the same policy sports teams have
implemented. Hannick said that
there were plenty of jobs to do inside.
School Nurse Scott Gilbert
reported that there were no injuries caused by the heat. A few of
the days the heat index did not
reach 105 degrees, but it came
extremely close. Some teams still
had games and practices scheduled.
“We did remarkable, just absolutely wonderful. To my knowledge, there was no heat-related
illness. My hat’s off to the coaches,
my hat’s off to the athletic department, the athletic director the assistant,” said Gilbert.
Gilbert tried to keep students
and coaches informed about dangers of the heat ahead of time by
emailing the student body about
the importance of staying safe in
the hazardous heat.
“My hat’s off to the students,
to the athletes, and to the guys
who were outside each and every day battling in the heat. They
must have been keeping up with
their water intake, their fluid intake, taking care of themselves,
taking breaks, keeping cool, not
overdoing it. I was expecting it
but I got nothing and it was beautiful,” said Gilbert.

100-degree heat causes sports
practice, work grant cancellations
by Thomas Riganti
REPORTER

S

oaring temperatures and sweltering heat indices in St. Louis
last week affected the SLUH community, canceling many outdoor
sporting events and causing the
work grant program to be moved
indoors.
According to the National
Weather Service, St. Louis had
sustained highs of over 100 degrees on Wednesday, Thursday,
and Friday. The highest temperature reached was 103 degrees on
Thursday. Heat indices also stayed
above 100 degrees on Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday and peaked
at 106 degrees on Thursday.
The Missouri State High
School Athletic Association has a
policy requiring teams to cancel
practices or games when the heat
index reaches above 105 degrees,
something which happened multiple times last week.
“To my knowledge, no one
was taken to the hospital because
of the heat. No one needed an IV
because of the heat,” said Athletic
Director Dick Wehner.
Wehner did his best to prevent any issues that could arise
from the dangerously high temperatures at the SLUH vs. Webster
freshman football game.
“We took extreme precaution. For instance, last Wednesday, I had Gatorade on both sidelines, the Webster sideline and the
SLUH sideline. I also had two water stations for the fans,” Wehner
said.
The freshman and JV football
teams watched video on the days
the heat index was too high. The
varsity football team held two of
its practices in the Daniel Field
House.
“We had a great practice. It
didn’t really affect us at all. I think
it was a good change of pace actually,” said varsity football coach
Matt Buha.
Due to the evening start time,
the varsity game against Ladue on
Friday went on as planned at 7:00
p.m.
“There was a cool little breeze.
It wasn’t as hot as we expected it
to be. It didn’t really affect us like

to the service sites so that they
were prepared to talk to freshmen
about their experience with service.
Although not required, upperclassmen are also encouraged
to sign up for dates to work with
the freshmen. Two or three upperclassmen signed up for each
service date this week, but CSP
organizers are uncertain if this
trend will continue.
“I think it’s nice that they’re
modeling behavior at the sites
for the freshmen that have never
been,” said Bieber.
Freshmen will reflect on
their service throughout the year.
CSP recommended that theology
teachers assign reflections such
as a journal, reflection paper, or
project, but that decision is ultimately left up to each teacher.
Theology teacher Christopher Keeven hopes to work the
reflection into a chapter of the
theology book that incorporates

service.
Letters informing students
of their days of service were sent
out over the summer. If freshmen
are unable to participate on their
assigned day of service, they have
to go through an appeals process
where they explain the reason
for their absence before being assigned to another service day.
According to Bieber, only
three freshmen have gone through
the appeals process so far.
Students participating in
sports will miss practices in order to participate in the program,
but students can change the date
of the service if it conflicts with a
major game.
Ehlman encouraged freshmen who enjoyed their first day
of service to sign up for more.
“They don’t have to wait for
their next service date,” said Ehlman. “They can sign up now.”
photo | Patrick Conrey

Freshmen kicked off their mandatory service this week by visiting
sites such as Sts. Peter and Paul, which involved cooking.

Ciao, Il Club Italiano
meets SLUH
by Mitch Mackowiak
REPORTER

L

ast Tuesday, the Italian Club
made its formal debut to St.
Louis U. High students at the Activities Fair.
The Italian Club informally
began two years ago when a few
students asked Spanish teacher
Charles Merriott about learning
the language. Merriott agreed to
guide them through an Italian
textbook he owned and held informal weekly meetings that consisted of basic lessons in Italian
grammar and language concepts
for an hour after school.
Last year, the members
wished to continue the club, but
because of Merriott’s workload
the sessions fell through until
senior Luke Reichold contacted
Merriott at the beginning of this
year to revive the club. Merriott agreed, and Reichold expects
meetings to be weekly or biweek-

ly.

Similar to taking a language
class, the meetings will teach
members basic Italian language
concepts, grammar, and culture,
but they won’t have the stress of
SLUH language classes.
“This year, organization
and consistency of meetings will
be the key,” said Reichold. “The
meetings will be a really relaxed,
comfortable setting.”
Reichold also hopes the club
will visit local Italian establishments, like restaurants, to develop
a finer taste for Italian culture.
At last Tuesday’s Activities
Fair, a number of students signed
up for the club. However, Merriott
is unsure about what the genuine
turnout will be at the first meeting, which is scheduled for Monday, Sept. 12.
Anyone interested in joining
the club can contact Reichold or
Merriott.
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Letter to the Editors

SLUH Pride: the appearance of our school matters
To the editors:
First of all let me say I am
proud to be a teacher at Saint
Louis University High School.
My vast experience allows me,
perhaps better than others, to appreciate SLUH. My students share
in that pride. On a questionnaire
the first day of classes, the most
often stated response they gave
about being here was pride in this
school.
Students here should be
proud. But pride, like respect, is
a very different concept to maintain. It can erode if not constantly
reestablished.
I am concerned that many

will take this letter the wrong way.
For those who do not know me, it
may sound petty and self-serving.
In my heart, it is anything but
those things.
Recently, I was assigned a
prefect during activity period. I
do my best not to be heavy-handed and dictatorial. Many of you
have heard my requests to place
your trash in receptacles. For a
growing number of you, those requests seem to be worthless. Each
day, I find myself picking up milk
cartons, cupcake wrappers, and
who knows what else. The problem is growing, not improving.
It makes me wonder what

criteria SLUH students use to determine pride. In my opinion, the
concept of pride includes pride in
the appearance of our school. I
am proud to call this school ours;
it is why I pick up your trash. But
somehow I feel cheated that my
master’s degree is somehow tarnished by picking up after young
men who surely are capable of
picking up after themselves.
I strongly feel that Mr. Kesterson, all too often, at SLUH, is
cast as the “bad guy.” Let me suggest another possibility. He has
more pride in this school than
most students. I have witnessed
on numerous occasions Mr. Kes-

terson picking up trash in the
cafeteria and hallways. That is
true pride in SLUH as far as I am
concerned. I am positive it is not
his trash or litter. He cares about
SLUH. He cares enough to pick
up your trash. Personally, I respect him for these actions and I
wish all of us in maintaining the
appearance of our school.
My dad taught me that almost everybody gripes about
things. Leaders develop solutions
and apply those solutions through
actions. Here is my solution: pick
up your trash. If each of us picks
up our own trash, the problem is
solved. I am pledging here and

now to do my part. I will pick up
after myself. I will go another step
further: I will pick up after those
who may inadvertently leave
their trash on rare occasions. I
am proud to do that. If you have
pride in SLUH and you would
like to join me, feel free to do so.
If you see a friend or classmate
leaving trash or litter, there is
nothing wrong with letting them
know you are proud of SLUH and
would appreciate if they did not
trash it. It does not need to e confrontational. It is all about true
SLUH pride.
Mr. Bill Brown

New hire Jeff Flanagan assists with clerical work in SLUH’s offices
(continued from page 1)
Flanagan begins each morning helping check in tardy students in front of the office. Afterwards, Secretary to the Assistant
Principal for Student Life Marla
Maurer gives Flanagan a list of
students whom she needs to come
to the office, and Flanagan writes
each student’s name on a note, determines which classroom each
student is in, and posts each note
on the appropriate classroom
door.
“We’re also trying to cut
down on all the announcements
and the names, because it’s so crazy, you know, it seems like there’s
thousands and thousands a day
(to announce),” said Maurer.
According to Maurer, the
new system has been working
well. While many students would
miss announcements, requiring
the same names to be read repeatedly throughout the day, the postit notes have proven much better
at getting students’ attention.
“Most of the young men
we’ve sent notes to do come down
to see us,” said Maurer. “It’s gotten
much better.”
After the deliveries are finished, Flanagan moves on to other
offices for the rest of his four-hour
workday. According to the staff
supervising him, since he began
the job on Aug. 1, Flanagan has
stuffed folders for prospective students, made copies for the third
floor staff, sorted and counted
students’ class scholarship contributions, filed papers for the accounting department, kept copiers in two workrooms stocked
and free of jams, and even fed the
fish in the President’s office.
“It’s been wonderful,” said
Admissions Assistant Kim Gohl,
who helped Flanagan assemble
folders. “He’s very pleasant to
work with, very friendly, does a
wonderful job.”
Assistant to the President
Kim Walsh said Flanagan’s work
sorting scholarship money saved
her from having to spend about a
week doing the task.
“He separated the checks, the
money, the cash and added them
all up and it all came out perfect,”
she said. “He’s very enthusiastic.
He’s just a really great, nice person
to work with.”
Although he didn’t have a job
prior to taking this one, Flanagan
has some relevant experience. In
high school he worked in a media
center making copies for teachers,

photo | Ben Banet

Office clerk Jeff Flanagan (right) and fine arts teacher Paul Pagano take note of a tardy student
Thursday morning.

and he doesn’t mind fixing jams
and other problems, a task which
Assistant Principal for Mission
Jim Linhares said few other staff
at SLUH were inclined to do.
Flanagan is also a fitness
buff. Although he weighed over
300 pounds a few years ago, he
worked hard to get in his present
shape.
“One day I started to just
change my diet, started walking,
and ... I started noticing differences, weight loss,” said Flanagan.
“It just snowballed from there.”
English teacher Steve Missey,
based partly on his experiences
with his son James (who has
Down syndrome) and his own
reading, became interested in
creating a job at SLUH that could
bring differently-abled people
into the school community. He
hoped such a job would benefit
both the existing school community and the people brought
newly into it.
Linhares summarized the
vision of the project, saying, “I
know every time I go out to visit
senior project, I’m always struck
by whole communities of people
who live sort of apart. It always
strikes me as a little bit strange

that we’re all broken up into these
communities that don’t touch
much. I think having Jeff (Flanagan) here is one more way that
we’re reminded of the varieties of
gifts and the varieties of the types
of people who are out there.”
Missey consulted with Toby
Eckert at the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, a government agency which serves as
a clearinghouse for employees
like Flanagan and employers like
SLUH who are looking for workers like him. Missey then worked
extensively with Linhares, Principal John Moran, and other staff
to identify tasks that needed to
be done around the school. The
committee eventually found more
jobs that needed doing than a single person could handle.
“We went around the whole
campus and asked, ‘What are
some things that could use doing
that maybe aren’t being done very
well right now and that someone
like Jeff could do?’” said Linhares.
“And by the time we finished that
study we had a pretty big job description.”
Meanwhile, word had spread
through math teacher Tom Flanagan that his son was looking for

work. Realizing that Jeff Flanagan would be a good candidate
for the position they had created,
the committee set up an interview
and orientation.
“I’m the first one,” said Jeff
Flanagan. “I’m the prototype.”
To help Flanagan adjust to
the job, one agency funds a job
coach, Bev Bremer, to accompany
him on the job for the first couple
of months. Bremer helps Flanagan learn the job skills he needs
for the position.
“(A job coach is) kind of the
go-between between the person
and the job,” said Missey.
Flanagan started work on
Aug. 1, shortly before school
started for the year. According
to Flanagan, Bremer was present
all day with him for his first few
weeks on the job, but lately has
started to phase out her involvement and leave him on his own.
Missey remains involved by
examining Jeff ’s schedule every
week, making sure that the various offices where he works are coordinated.
Missey and Maurer expressed
hope that more jobs for people
like Flanagan could be created at
SLUH, or that those jobs could

expand in size or scope.
Until then, Flanagan will remain SLUH’s utility man, willing
to do, as he said, “anything they
come up with. Hard or easy, good
or bad.”
“It’s just nice having a job
right now,” said Flanagan. “I like
what I’m doing, and I like all the
people. It’s just been great.”

CORRECTION
In a photo caption, the
September 2, 2011 edition
of the Prep News incorrectly
identified new faculty
member Nhan Pham as a
theology teacher. Pham did
teach theology at SLUH from
2002 to 2003; however, he is
currently teaching biology and
AP Biology. The Prep News
regrets the error.
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Grand Reunion weekend scheduled to replace traditional alumni gatherings
(continued from page 1)
on at the school day-to-day.
The changes were proposed
to various alumni throughout
the past summer and spring, with
mixed reception. Director of Data
and Communications Joe Patke
said the alumni’s concerns have
primarily been two-fold: first, that
the new reunions were an attempt
to make money for the school,
and second, that having all the
classes eat dinner together on Friday took away from class unity.
Patke noted that classmates
will still eat together at the same
tables and that the cocktail hour
before will give classes time to reunite.
Rick agreed, noting that he
thought the harm to class camaraderie would be nonexistent,
saying that much of the concern
came from an unfamiliarity with
the new style.
“There’s always the very basic built-in resistance to change,
so that’s there,” said Rick. “There
were misrepresentations, there
were false assertions all over the
place about what the new model
entailed.”
The notion that the new reunion system is profit-driven

stems from an increase in the
price of the reunion weekend.
“There is a perception, and
we’re battling against it, that this
is now a money-maker. The complaint is that we raised the cost,”
said Patke. “And we raised the
cost to cover the whole event,
whereas in the past we absorbed
some of the cost.”
Patke explained that in the
past, alumni were asked for donations to help make up that cost of
overhead at the reunions, whereas
now it will be covered with the
price of the weekend.
SLUH alum Tom Simpson
‘81, said that he felt as if the new
reunion style somewhat shifted
the focus from reuniting the class
to showcasing the school. “It felt
in someways like they turned
it from a intimate, single class
event into a multi-level marketing event,” said Simpson. “It feels
like their selling the school to the
alumni, and I don’t know if that’s
necessary.”
Additionally, greater emphasis has been placed on drawing in
alumni from outside of St. Louis,
with SLUH advertising deals at
local hotels as well as local attractions. There was some talk that
the added emphasis on national

alumni stepped on the toes of local alums. However, Patke said
that concern died down with
time.
“Certainly a lot of the events
that were added would have primary appeal for the out-of-towners. But we’ve taken nothing away,
so the events that the in-towners
like to attend are still there,” said
Patke.
Overall, Simpson said that he
appreciated some of the logistical changes that had been made.
The balance comes in when those
changes clash with a lack of class
privacy.
“To have a more organized
reunion is absolutely positive,”
Said Simpson. “I think that is a
good thing. There are just pro’s
and con’s both ways.”
While Rick was adamant
that the idea for a new system of
reunions was not financially motivated, he did allude to a fundraising benefit from bringing in a
more national alumni base.
“Possibly 30 percent of our
alumni live a distance from here.
We’d be really remiss in terms of
what our philanthropic potential
might be if we ignored that 30
percent of our population,” said
Rick.

Joe Komos suceeds Leary as VP of Administration
(continued from page 1)
debt by locking in a fixed interest
rate.
“I helped restructure that
debt and decrease the interest
we pay on bonds,” said Leary.
“It saved the school a significant
amount of money.”
“He understands finance and
numbers very well,” said Laughlin. “But probably the biggest
thing is personally he’s come to
know a lot of people here in the
process. Those personal relationships are something the school
won’t have any more. I’m hoping from a skill point of view and
job point of view nothing will
be lost. He obviously has a lot of
knowledge about these things so
we have to take time to carefully
transition that knowledge.”
Leary’s last day will be the
Monday after next, and he will
miss his time at SLUH. Leary attended Saint Louis University,
and found coming back to work
in an institution with such a
strong identity valuable.
“There are so many things I
like about SLUH,” said Leary. “I
like the Jesuit environment. I like
the people here.”
After interviewing eight applicants, Laughlin made the decision to hire Komos.
“We received a significant
amount of interest in the position,” said Laughlin. “We were
looking for somebody that had
the business experience and skill
set that this position calls for, in
terms of what’s needed to do the
job.”
Komos brings a varied background to the position, having
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Vice President for Administration Michael Leary in his office.

worked in finance and accounting
for over 30 years. Prior to arriving
at SLUH, he worked as the Chief
Financial Officer at American Equity Mortgage, and before that he
was the Chief Financial Officer at
Control Devices, Inc., and the Director of Operational Budgeting
and Control at Vanguard Plastics.
Komos also has some background working in education, as
he also served as the Chairman
of the Finance Committee for St.
Clare of Assisi Parish.
“From a business and financial standpoint, my skill set will

transfer over very well to this job
at SLUH,” said Komos.
Komos’ nephew, Anthony
Re’, ’11, first notified him of the
opening at SLUH. The chance to
return to SLUH was an opportunity that he seized, seeing the
value in returning to work at his
alma mater.
“Anyone who goes to SLUH
knows what a special place SLUH
is,” said Komos. “To have a possibility to go here, and then go
back to a school you love—it’s a
tremendous opportunity for me.”

brought to you by Mr. John Mueller

Q: What’s a kitten’s favorite color?

school marches toward its 200th
anniversary in 2018. Rick has
made it clear that seeking alumni
voices about the school’s future is
critical to that strategic planning.
Overall, while the administration knows there will be some
hesitancy about the changes of
the weekend, their assessment
was that the school needed both
to use its campus better and more
actively engage alumni during the
reunion weekends.
Rick said that while he believes the new style is the right
way to go, noting that SLUH was
just one of two Jesuit high schools
that used the old reunion style,
the administration will be open
for ideas for improvement after
the first go.
“We’re going to listen, we’re
going to pay attention to what
people say. We’re not just going to
put our head in the sand and do
what we want,” said Rick.
Laughlin emphasized that
SLUH owes much of its growth
to the alumni base, and that the
new reunions primarily served as
a way to better recognize that.

After inactivity, intramurals return to SLUH
STAFF, REPORTER

Joke of the Week >
A: Purr-ple.

One main emphasis of the
new style was to give alumni a
chance to see the campus. And
while sites for the cocktail parties
remain undetermined, they are
likely to include places such as the
wrestling room and the Currigan
room, made necessary by the construction being done on the Commons.
In addition to the efforts to
allow alumni to see the campus,
the Administration also hoped to
give graduates a chance to see inside the curriculum of their alma
mater—the purpose of the six
symposia held Friday. Rick noted
that while the planners knew attendance at the classroom demonstrations might be sparse, they
felt it was necessary to give alums
a chance to see the everyday activities at school.
“The reunions have to have
some more high-school program
substance if we’re ultimately going to get to a point where we can
have a discussion about our future,” said Rick.
This look toward the future is
part of a larger project of strategic planning that is led by Rick as

ntramurals have returned this
week, and Assistant Athletic
Director Tim Rittenhouse has enlisted a crack team of dedicated
students to help him ensure that
this year’s intramurals will be the
best in recent memory.
The intramural bashball
tournaments have started this
week, beginning with the sophomores on Wednesday, followed by
the seniors on Thursday and the
juniors on Friday.
After the bashball tournaments, basketball tounaments
will run in November and December, followed by music and
movie trivia.
So far, scheduling has gone
fairly smoothly, though Spirit
Week threw a wrench in some
of the committee’s plans. When
planning intramurals, Rittenhouse was unaware of Spirit
Week, forcing him to reschedule
some events.
Last year, only the bashball
tournament, a modified version
of music trivia, and senior basketball took place. Part of the reason
for the hiccups was that all four
snow days came on days planned
for intramurals. With four days
gone from the schedule, Rittenhouse said that he would not have
been able to hold all of the events
and complete them in time for the
awards ceremonies at the end of
last year.
"If it happens again, I'll be
better prepared to make the adjustments," said Rittenhouse.
Three seniors are helping
Rittenhouse with scheduling this
year: STUCO senior social rep
Matt Laskowitz and seniors DJ
Lapoint and Daniel Gorla. Rittenhouse says that having the help
gives him different perspectives,
and helps him stay more up-todate with school activities since
he is primarily dependent on the

Zimbra calendar.
Rittenhouse has been impressed with the work of the three
seniors.
"We came in for a meeting,
and we sat at a conference table
for about two hours," Rittenhouse
said, "We had four different eyes
looking at things, and four different perspectives."
Despite the length of the
initial meeting, Rittenhouse said
that it was one of the more painless parts of planning intramurals. He said that scheduling is the
most difficult task.
"The SLUH calendar is dynamic; it's always changing," said
Rittenhouse, "There's not really as
many dates available as you might
imagine."
Laskowitz said that planning
the intramurals was more complicated than he had thought, though
nothing has been too hard.
"There's a lot behind (intramurals)," said Laskowitz. "(Rittenhouse) knows what he's doing
and it helps that he's (in charge)."
Laskowitz and Lapoint both
said that they have enjoyed being approached by people asking
them about intramurals.
"I like having some control in
the process," said Laskowitz.
Senior Andrew Clark is
doubtful if intramurals will be
fully carried out, but said that
he enjoys intramurals, especially
bashball. Clark likes the competition and tradition of intramural
events at SLUH.
" I think it's a good way to
keep the competitive spirit in
SLUH. It's kind of been a tradition to always have intramurals at
SLUH," Clark said.
Lapoint however, is confident
that he, Laskowitz, Gorla, and Rittenhouse will make this year's intramurals the best in a long time.
Lapoint said, "(Intramurals) are
back, and they're going to be really, really good this year."
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ten years later
drawing of “Tribute in Light” | Greg Fister

Below: a SLUH father helps people in
the fields of Afghanistan.
Pages 6-7: Reflections from faculty
and students on the
events of Sept. 11,
2001, plus a look
at how SLUH has
changed in the ten
years since the attacks.

Today in Afghanistan

Chura, father of Brendan ’12 and Casey ’14, supports
farmers in war zone

by Jack Witthaus

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

B

efore deployment, Captain
and Judge Advocate Gary
Chura, father of senior Brendan
and sophomore Casey Chura,
raised two goats, Yadier and
Mia, on his two-acre property in
Ferguson, Mo. He was never really into farming or raising livestock; he just bought them for his
son, Danny, who loves animals.
Now, halfway around the
world in the Surkh Rod District
of Nangarhar Province, Afghanistan, Chura is working with the
National Guard’s Agribusiness
Development Teams (ADT) to
promote sustainable farming
practices for the Afghani people.
The program was developed by
the Missouri National Guard in
2008 in part to stop the Taliban’s
influence in the region.
Stationed in Surkh Rod and
other districts of Nangarhar,
Chura and his team, along with
interpreters and 20 security forces, visits with local Maliks (village elders), government officials,
and ordinary citizens. Traveling
on foot and in MRAPs (Mine
Resistant Ambush Protected vehicles), they make grants to small
businesses, fund irrigation work,
build small projects—essentially
they try to serve as a catalyst to
reconstruct a devastated Afghani
economy. The ADT receives funding through the Commanders
Emergency Response Program.
“I am in charge of helping extend the influence of the Government of the Islamic Republic of

Afghanistan and address sources
of instability and insurgency,”
Chura said.
Chura reports that military
intelligence is particularly concerned about safety during the
10th anniversary of 9/11.
“My district is usually pretty
safe,” Chura said in an email. “But
the Taliban try to use anniversaries like 9/11 to make a point with
people. It is really a psychological battle about who is stronger.
They try to convince people we
are leaving soon, and when we
do, those who cooperated will
die. People are genuinely scared
of that message. We try to say that
if they stick together they can create a better future, even after we
are gone we will support them.
Because of this uncertainty, this
war can still be lost. It will be very
uncertain when we do reduce our
presence.”
When he isn’t doing legal
work for JAG, about three days a
week Chura journeys “outside the
wire,” outside of the military compound, to go out in the field.
“When you go outside the
wire, it’s a pretty big deal,” his
wife Nicole Chura said. “You have
an entire security force that goes
with you. There isn’t a time that
you step off the base that you don’t
have your M16 and M9 (rifles).
You have all your gear: 30 pounds
of body armor and 50 pounds of
packs.”
Chura’s family often sends
him care packages that he uses
to give to Afghani families. For
the kids, Chura likes to hand out

Tootsie Pops. Adults, however,
have a more mature taste.
“He likes the cigars, and especially the cheap ones because
he does give them to the (adults)
he has to work with in the villages,” Nicole Chura said. “They enjoy the cigars—I don’t know how
much they smoke them—but they
think it’s neat to get a cigar from
one of the army officers.”
According to Chura, the response to his team’s efforts has
been positive. In the field, most
Afghanis, although poor, are very
generous with their food, often offering Chura and his team lunch.
Afghani lunches might consist of
melons, chai (tea), goat milk yogurt, stewed okra with onions,
and, a personal favorite of Chura’s, homemade flatbread that can
act sort of like a burrito stuffed
with lamb, chicken, beef and rice.
As for the help the ADT offers in return, Chura said the Afghans have been very grateful.
“Some of the people have
been a little dishonest—they may
lie to get aid and money. But the
vast majority are hard working
and extremely appreciative.”
Chura recalled a recent story
involving a poor man, recently
injured by Taliban gunfire, who
owns a cotton gin. On top of his
physical injury, his shop caught
fire and his machines suffered
major damage.
Chura told the man that he
could help get his business up
and running with a small $5,000
grant. The man honestly replied
that he only need $1,000 to fix the

repairs.
“I could have kissed him,”
Chura said.
When he’s not working, Chura tries to navigate the ten and a
half hour difference to communicate with his family. He tries to
keep regular email contact and
posts stories and photos in a private Facebook group for family
and friends. At least once a week,
Chura gets to call his family.
“Yeah (I) definitely (miss
him),” senior and son Brendan
Chura said. “I mean, it’s not too
bad because I get to talk to him.
… It’s a good thing what he’s doing and I support him.”
Chura is a Sappington native
and DeSmet graduate. He went
to Notre Dame and graduated in
1986 with a major in The Great
Books Program. Chura joined the
Marines ROTC in 1982 at Notre
Dame and after college served as
a tank Platoon Commander in 29
Palms, California and spent eight
months overseas in Japan, Thailand, and Korea until 1990.
Afterwards, Chura attended
Law School at the University of
Missouri-Columbia and was a
counsel for the May Department
Stores Company. He and his exwife Peggy ran a small business.
Later, Chura opened his own law
firm where he’s worked for the
past seven years along with serving in the National Guard program.
Before going to Afghanistan,
Chura attended three months of
Army Judge Advocate training
last summer in Charlottesville,

Va.

Chura started pre-deployment training March 15 of this
year. He hopes to be back by the
time of Brendan’s graduation this
May.
According to Nicole Chura,
Gary views his work as service
and has always tried to give back
in his life.
“He’s always felt like everybody should give something
back,” Nicole said. “I think that
was part of what he was hoping
that he could demonstrate that to
the people he knew that he wasn’t
done giving back.”
Nicole and others have been
inspired by her Gary’s actions. Nicole said she now volunteers her
time, including at the USO.
“When I talk to people, I tell
them what Gary’s doing,” Nicole
said. “When I tell them about the
experiences he is having, you can
see the wheels turning in their
heads. They don’t realize the neat
things that are going on in Afghanistan because the only things
you hear about on the news is the
bad stuff. I am always amazed at
how positive he is about what he’s
doing there. He wanted to feel like
he’s going to make a difference
and interact with these people.
And he’s doing exactly what he
wanted to do. And he’s getting to
meet people from cultures that
when you get to know them, they
are really just like us.”
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Editors’ Note: This Sunday,
Sept. 11, 2011, marks the tenyear anniversary of the attacks
on the World Trade Center,
when two terrorist-hijacked
planes crashed into the World
Trade Center in New York, devastating not only the towers but
also the thousands of people
who either lost their lives or lost
loved ones in the attacks.
We all have our own distinct memories of that fateful
Tuesday. We are unlikely to forget our teachers telling us what
happened, or having to tell our
students what happened, or being told by a loved one of the
chaos and destruction that occurred. Burned into our psyche
are the images of the burning
towers, the scurrying people
and the madness that was thrust
on us so suddenly and so forcefully.
As our country and our
community marches on from
those attacks, we are given an
opportunity to look back with
a greater perspective on what
happened that day. We should
never forget, but rather use the
memories to reflect on the horrific and incredible impact that
resonated from the walls of
those buildings throughout our
country.
What that reflection should
look like is impossible to say,
and with any event that traumatic and with an impact that
far reaching, a full sense of understanding is nearly impossible to gain. But it is important
that we do look back and we do
think about what that day meant
to us then and what it means to
us now.
We asked several teachers,
administrators and students
that question: how do you see
the events of Sept. 11, 2001 ten
years later, especially with regard to the subjects they teach
or any personal connections you
have to the tragedy?
Except for Chris Keeven’s
response, which is a transcript
of an in-person interview, all
responses were given via email.
Responses were edited for
length but otherwise kept intact.

Myriam Aliste

Spanish Teacher
The date Sept. 11 is particularly personal to me. On Sept. 11,
1973, democracy died in my home
country Chile and remained so
for 27 years. The Chilean military
overthrew a democratically-elected government in a coup d’état.
This political event was endorsed
by United States. Who could have
guessed that many years later I
would be living in the very country that supported a dictatorship
that has caused so much pain and
sorrow in the lives of my fellow
countrymen and women.
When I came to the United
States–initially for a one-year assignment as an exchange teacher–
I had many preconceived ideas
about this country but soon realized that many of those ideas
were wrong. Although governments are supposed to represent
the views of their people, more
often than not, they make decisions without the knowledge and
consent of their constituents.
Soon after I started getting to
know some people with whom I
worked, I realized that they had
no idea what had happened in my
country. Worse yet, most people
had no idea where my country even was located. How can I
blame a whole country for what a
few people had done?
It took less than a year for
me to start loving this country. I
have come to think of the United
States as my home away from
home–a sort of adopted home, so
to speak.
On Sept. 11, 2001, the United
States suffered one of the most
unspeakable acts of terrorism this
country has ever seen, I was deeply shocked and saddened. Since
that tragic event I have made it my
mission to foster in my students a
sense of curiosity and openness
to other cultures. I want to help
my students to see that amidst the
many differences of the many cultures and languages of the world,
there are essentially more similarities than we often realize.

Frank Corley

Math Teacher
The first time I ever went to
New York City was Sunday, Sept.
30, 2001. We drove into the city
the day after the memorial service of a college friend who’d been
killed in the World Trade Center. Joe was captain of our rugby
team, had a great smile and an
easy laugh which covered what a
thoughtful, sensitive, intelligent
man he was. He had been a bond
trader for Cantor Fitzgerald.
It was a damp, misty day, and
the smell and feel of concrete dust
was still in the air all over lower
Manhattan from the buildings
having fallen. The sensation stuck
in our nostrils and the back of our
throats throughout that day.
What I remember most was
this: the walls of buildings, the
fences along the streets of the city,
were covered with these missing
persons signs. When the buildings collapsed, no one really knew
who had lived and who had died,
who had escaped and what had
happened to them. So they made
these posters, like you see tacked
on telephone poles if someone in
your neighborhood loses a puppy.
There were thousands of them, all
over the place. And of all those
missing persons, almost none of
them were ever heard from again.
My friends and I were looking at
them, surrounded by candles and
crosses, like those memorials on
the side of the highway where a
fatal crash has occurred.
Then we saw one which blew
me away. It said: “If you are wondering where your loved ones
are, where all the people you’re
looking for are, they are everywhere, surrounding you. They
were incinerated, and crushed
and they were scattered all over
the city. They are in the very air
you breathe, and that makes every
space in this entire city sacred.
You should act accordingly.”
In the midst of the destruction, someone had called us to see
the holy. At that moment, New
York City became a cathedral, as
sacred as any place I have ever
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been. That was one of the most
powerful experiences of Grace in
my life, a glimpse of the face of
God and a whisper of God’s voice
which I have never forgotten.

David Callon

English Teacher
On 9/11/2001, I was teaching an 8:00 a.m. freshman writing
course at Washington University.
Somehow, all twelve of the stillawaking students—many still
wearing pajamas—arrived to class
without hearing of the attacks or
that classes had been canceled for
the rest of the day.
During class, a cell phone
rang—a very big deal in 2001
when only a minority of students
even had them. The student’s father worked in one of the Towers
and was thankfully stuck in traffic
long enough to have been spared.
I remember nothing about that
class, but I remember that student’s phone. It rang in my presence. It rang of life and death. It
connected my rather petty life to
a complex drama that for the first
time made the word “globalization” a real experience and not
just a classroom buzzword.
In the moments after class
ended I walked into a large group
of students and faculty watching the planes crash again and
again into the towers, which not
long after began to crumble into
an unfathomable pile of metal
and ash and bone. These pictures
wounded me. I’m seeing these
pictures again now, and I’m crying as I type. This knowledge of
this day wounded me in a way
I won’t forget. Though I’m still
an idealist wearing heart-laced
sleeves most days, I had never before felt so foolish for believing in
the goodness of this world. Mostly I remember feeling lost on 9/11,
not knowing what to be doing, or
where to go, what to feel or watch.
It seemed wrong to keep watching
the same pictures on television,
but I kept watching nonetheless.
Hour after hour.
And then I decided I would

go sit in the chapel at the Catholic Student Center; it just felt like
a good idea. I had no idea that
it would be nearly filled when I
got there, or that we would have
Mass, or that we’d cry enough to
fill the Holy Water fonts with our
tears. I didn’t go for cheap religious platitudes or for comforting
words. Somehow, I went because
I knew that the only answer to the
unspeakable, unknowable, unacceptable evil I had lived on this
day was in the form of a ridiculously fragile wafer of bread and a
bitter sip of wine. Somehow, that
Mass, that Eucharist stopped the
bleeding.
I’m so thankful for the Catholic Student Center on that day,
for it turned my despair and anger and hatred into something
true and holy. With Jesus, I just
wept. And I kept weeping for a
long time.

Jim Linhares

Assistant Principal for Mission
I’d worked in the trade towers in college. New York still felt
a little like my city. I remember
feelings of panic and worry that
extended to my own family—
wanting to see them, hear their
voices—as speculation about a
wider attack spread across the
country. Later that day, gathering
athletes for a cross country practice, I remember feeling that this
had cheated the guys out of their
whole season. How could we return to investing so much in the
drama of a cross country season
after something like this? Would
life ever return to “normal?”
In the weeks after, my wife
and I struggled with how to process it ourselves, how to help our
boys understand the events. We
began turning off the TV, worrying about our youngest son, Will,
who was 9 at the time.
We didn’t know how to help
him make sense of it. We didn’t
want him to see any more of it. As
days turned to weeks, I remember
my first pulses of real hope: perhaps this event could be a bridge

Assistant Principal for Student Affairs Eric Clark and
Assistant Principal for Staff
Development Art Zinselmeyer organize remembrance ceremony over announcements: “Being Quiet
for Peace.” Students were
asked to be as quiet as possible while walking between
classes, while music played
over the loudspeakers. During prayer services, Zinselmeyer reads a poem entitled
Be Still, My Soul, and Listen!

9/11/2005

9/11/2004

photo from Prep News vol. 67, issue 3

9/11/2003

SLUH President Paul Sheridan, S.J. asks students to write letters to Xavier high school in
New York City, which lost 60 alumni, an administrator’s son, and parents of students in
the attacks.
Right: At the Mass of the Holy Spirit, every
student was given a rock. The rocks were
poured into a sculpture, created by art teachers John Mueller and John Woodworth and
the theater tech staff, which consisted of steel
beams representing the fallen World Trade
Center towers connected with clear plastic to
reveal the rocks.

2 years

SLUH History teacher Jeff Harrison, S.J. develops two posters to hang in the library, displaying images of the attacks and the clean-up
efforts.

9/11/2002

9/11/2001

1 year

Where we’ve been, how we’ve remembered

Aug. 2004: Artificial turf installed in football stadium
Apr. 2005: All-school summer reading inaugurated
Aug.
2003:
SMARTBoards
are
installed
in
five
classrooms
September 11, 2001: Terrorist Attacks
Fitness center renovation completed
Oct. 2001: U.S. Jesuits send letter to Bush, cautioning against respondJan. 2005: Student computer accounts created
ing with unjust violence in response to attacks
Sept. 2001: Rooms M202 and M204 converted to English writing lab
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to the Arab world. Comments
from all over the Islamic world
were coming in to condemn the
attacks. Communities in St. Louis and all over the country were
reaching out to one another. I
remember thinking that extremism, fear, and intolerance might
well, in the end, be marginalized
by these events. At least the rhetoric seemed to moving in the right
direction.
With the perspective of 10
years, we can see that this early,
hopeful momentum did not
hold sway. Can it be regained?
My deepest hope for any events
commemorating 9/11 is that
they might call us beyond our
own grief, anger and fear to a
universal commitment to compassion, sobriety and understanding. These, after all, are the
best paths to authentic security.

Tom McCarthy

AP US History Teacher
Sept. 11, 2001 is the day that
lives in infamy for those of us not
alive in 1941. It was the greatest
national tragedy of my lifetime.
As a husband, I remember
calling my wife, and feeling proud
that she thought to fly the flag in
front of our house. As a father, I
remember talking and praying
with my sons. My freshman son,
Jack, was 4 years old, and the
events of that day are among his
earliest memories. As a teacher
at SLUH, I remember all afterschool activities were cancelled
and hundreds of us gathered in
the chapel for prayer.
As a history teacher at SLUH,
I have tried to put some perspective on that day. September 11
changed America in ways unanticipated. In the immediate
days and months that followed,
we came together as a nation to
grieve and recover. We donated
more blood than could be used.
We flew our flag in mourning and
in pride. We enlisted in the armed
forces. We buried the dead.
But something has been lost
along the way in the last 10 years.

Whereas “Remember Pearl Harbor” brought generations together as Americans, our generations
have failed to come together as
a nation in our response to “Remember 9/11”.
We do not agree on our military response, or on how to prevent another similar attack. We
have grown more intolerant of
one another. As a nation, we have
not shared the burdens of the aftermath of Sept. 11.
Nearly 3,000 died in one day
on Sept. 11, 2001. While not the
bloodiest day in American history, thousands more citizens who
have served our nation as soldiers
have died in the decade following.
One of those citizen-soldiers
was my friend, Staff Sergeant
Trevor Spink, U.S. Marine Corps,
killed in action July 10, 2004.

Chris Keeven

Theology Teacher
I was at work at the parish
where I was working. We had a
TV where we heard about it. You
hear about the first one. You know,
what a tragedy. But then you hear
about the second one and then
everyone looks at each other and
it’s like, this is on purpose. We
are under attack. And your world
changes, it’s not that you’’re invincible. But you are more vulnerable
than you were before. …
I was married at the time, but
I didn’t have any kids. But I think
if I wasn’t married, I would be
tempted to reenlist in the army at
the time. But even today when it
comes time to talk about faith, I
think when I talk about it most in
class, I talk about where is God in
the suffering. …
We can talk about where is
God when the planes hit. How is
God present in that suffering? A
lot of times when I mention to my
classes that God isn’t taking that
suffering away and what kind of
God is that? The way I push my
faith is that God is a God that
would’ve been present with us as
we suffer. God is a God that would
know what it is like to feel pain
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and to feel threatened. Even today, I think there are a lot of 9/11
first responders that are dealing
with cancer and all the effects that
come with breathing concrete for
a month. I think God’s with them
as they struggle through their illnesses because we believe that
part of the mystery of the Incarnation is that God fills all human
existence with his presence, especially suffering. It’s when we suffer
that we let go of our own will and
our own concerns and our own
schedules and ambitions. We are
able to turn to God, and God’s
will for us, and God’s love for us,
and all that we have in store for
us.
Suffering is not something
that we look forward to, and it’s
not something that I think God
ever wants for us, but it is an opportunity for us to experience
God’s love. There is value as far as
the Catholic Church is concerned
in suffering. It’s just that with 9/11,
suffering was a national occasion.
There was a lot of patriotism, but
it was a unifying experience because we had something that hurt
us together—we had something
that we could all relate to at the
time. I don’t wish the younger
generation to ever feel that kind
of pain, but, in a way, they are
kind of missing out on part of the
American story—just in the same
way that I don’t remember World
War II. My grandparents remember Dec. 7 as a day that will live in
infamy. Our generation’s is 9/11.

Bill Brown

AP American Government
Teacher
Sept. 11, 2001 was one of the
most difficult days of my teaching career. A profound sense
of sadness seemed to dominate
my thinking on that day. I was
shocked that this tragedy could
possibly take place and I was positive that the lives of all Americans
would change dramatically. My
students that day were hungry for
answers and solutions that no one
had.

7

Volume 76, Issue 3
In many ways, we still do not ing. I don’t rehave answers and solutions to member what I felt or anything. I
those issues. Without sounding didn’t understand what was haptoo philosophical, I am sorry that pening else about that day. I wish
we have lost the patriotism and that this time every year I could
cooperation that permeated our recall a memory but the only
country following 9/11. It did not thing at pops into my head is that
matter whether you were Repub- weak image in my kitchen. There
lican or Democrat, conservative is no emotion attached. I thought
or liberal. We were all determined that maybe watching news each
to meet the challenges we faced.
year would reveal a memory hidToday, we face different but den away inside of me. It seems
equally important challenges. to only separate that day ever farUnfortunately, the patriotism and ther. New memories are woven
cooperation we rallied around about 9/11. Years later, I underthen seems to be absent. Hope- stand the whole story.
fully we can recognize the need
With my memory though,
to work together before too much I now realize ten years later that
damage is done.
although it is a minor fragment,
it still is a powerful memory displaying my innocence. I didn’t
understand everything that occurred on that fateful day, but
Senior, Class of 2012
I should and will treasure that
I lost my innocence about the memory to remember the loss on
world. I was at home that morn- 9/11.
ing and, as the television showed
replays of the crash, I watched
the planes tear into the towers
again and again. I saw men jump
hundreds of feet to their deaths,
The New York Times
hoping to escape the flames but
nytimes.com, Videos detailing
ending up dead with their bodies
construction and design of mecrushed under the rubble of the
morial park and new towers.
towers. I didn’t understand it at
The Wall Street Journal
first, but as the facts were revealed
wsj.com, Interactive map of
throughout the day about the
ground zero with links to
likely perpetrator, the situation
articles.
became intensely real and frightMSNBC
ening. I couldn’t understand why
7 p.m. Friday, News anchors
anyone would purposely cause
that reported live on 9/11 share
such terror.
their memories.
Fox News Channel
I think that was first time I
9 p.m. Saturday, A minute-by
experienced the power of evil. The
minute recount of the events of
TV showed pictures of Osama bin
9/11.
Laden and immediately that face
St. Louis Post Dispatch
became synonymous with unreastltoday.com, Reflections by a
sonable hate. I didn’t realize that
Muslim American.
kind of hate existed until that day.
Washington Post		
It’s awesome power overwhelmed
washingtonpost.com, View
me and has haunted me since.
relics from the 9/11 Memorial
Museum.
Time Magazine		
time.com, Revisting 9/11
Sophomore, Class of 2014
through previously unpubI have one vague image from
lished photographs.
9/11. I remember standing in my
Newsweek		
kitchen looking at our small black
thedailybeast.com/newsweek,
Thoughts on how 9/11 changed
and white tube TV. There was an
America’s culture.
aerial shot of the towers burn-

Dominic Lanari

News Coverage
of 9/11

Thomas Riganti

SLUH History teacher Jeff Harrison, S.J.
leads weekly prayer services, reciting the
last phone calls placed by people trapped
in the attacked buildings. The freshman
prayer services featured reflections from

Massachusetts and Virginia high school
students. SLUH juniors plan an additional after-school prayer service.
Below: The Young Democratic Socialists Club fills the upper field with rows of

tombstones. Some students, thinking
the tombstones represented people
killed in the attacks, were surprised
to see that each contained the name
of an American soldier and Iraqi civillian killed in Iraq.
In letters to the Prep
News, students, faculty, and alumni debated the merits of
free expression and
acknowledging profound changes in U.S.
foreign policy versus
the use of a tragic
event to promote a
political agenda.

compiled by Matt Cooley and Mitch Mackowiak
from Prep News archives

10 years

5 years

In the ten years since the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, America has changed in inumerable ways. Over these ten years, the SLUH community has come
to grips with the tragedy of the events of that dayand tried to identify and understand the people involved—both the victims and the attackers. And as students
who were in second grade or younger in 2001 have grown into SLUH’s current students, SLUH itself has experienced ten years’ worth of equally significant change.

Remembering the attacks will
figure prominently in SLUH’s
Family Mass, which was
coincidentally scheduled for
Sunday, Sept. 11., as well as in
board meetings held that day.
Thirty volunteers from SLUH
will help set up a display of
flags on Art Hill.

Sept. 2006: Cafeteria introduces cash cards
Aug. 2006: Drop-off moved to back of school

Sept. 2009: Recently-finished Danis Field House dedicated
May 2011: Work on Commons renovation begins

May 2, 2011: U.S. forces kill Osama Bin Laden in Pakistan

9/11/2011

9/11/2010

9/11/2009

9/11/2008

9/11/2007

9/11/2006

photo from Prep News vol. 71, issue 5
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Mapping a course: Irish trip takes students to places they’ve studied
by Adam Thorp
STAFF

“

I

t’s a test tube for their imagination. The notions of a place
they have in their heads—every
year they’re surprised from some
part of what they see,” said Irish
literature teacher Bill George of
the expedition to Ireland that he,
seven graduating seniors, and fellow English teacher Sean O’Brien
took last summer.
The group set out for the twoweek trip to Ireland immediately
after graduation last May. The
seven students on the trip had all
taken the Irish Literature course
and read about the locations they
would see on their trip.
“We go to Newgrange, which
is a thousand year old burial
tomb, and we certainly covered
that in the course. We do some
Yeats poetry in the course so we
go to places that show up in those
poems. We go to Dublin and we
read Dubliners—a collection of
stories by Joyce—and I’ll show
them different spots in those stories,” said George who organizes
and leads the trip.
O’Brien enjoyed the trip,
even though he had not spent the
year studying Irish literature like
the rest of his group.
“Maybe I missed out on
something in terms of where a
book is set, but there is just so
much there that it’s kind of hard
to have any sort of regret. It’s just
a wonderful time,” said O’Brien.
The group was transported
through the Emerald Isle in two
rental cars on Ireland’s fickle
roads. “We had hoped to get a
minibus, but it’s more and more
difficult to get minibuses in Ireland,” said George. “The roads are
so narrow—and accidents are so
many—so we had to get two cars.”
The planning for the trip
starts in September, when, George
said, “We start to see how many
people are interested, start to explore things like airfare. The plan-

ning takes place until right when
we’re ready to go.”
Ireland is a complicated
place. Even after nearly twenty
years going on the trip with St.
Louis U. High, George still encountered new and interesting
locations.
“We found a little bookstore
in Dublin that had first editions
of James Joyce’s Finnegan’s Wake,
Ulysses, and Dubliners and Yeats
poems and a lot of other texts. It
was a fascinating little shop. I never saw that before,” said George.
That was not the only change
noticed in the trip. “I thought I
had found a terrific hostel in Portmagee in County Kerry. But this
year we went and it wasn’t kept
up as well as it was before. It was
a dump,” said George. “It’s kind of
trial and error.”
A few locations stood out on
their trip across the island.
“The first night we ended
up climbing Carlingford mountain and we mistakenly did not
take the path. It was this ragtag
march through weeds and barbed
wire. That was a good time for the
group to get to know each other,”
said O’Brien.
The trip up Carlingford almost led to disaster. “I nearly
lost a set of grey keys in the rocks.
That was the only set of keys to
our rental car, so that would have
been bad,” said O’Brien.
The recent graduates also
climbed Croagh Patrick, another
mountain further to the west.
The monastery of Skellig Michael, occupied from the sixth to
the twelfth century, also made an
impression.
“Skellig Michael was just astounding. You’re a couple miles
out to sea, you’re hundreds of feet
in the air in a monastery that is
hundreds and hundreds of years
old that was built by hand,” said
O’Brien. “We were lucky—it was
an absolutely a beautiful day, great
weather. I thought, ‘I could live in

this monastery—if all the weather’s like this.’”
Since the SLUH trip began in
1992, there have been dramatic
changes in Ireland. George, who
has been on all but one of the
trips since they began, has seen
the change first hand.
“In 1993 it was still very much
a poor country,” said George. “The
gaps between the rich and the
poor were dramatic and sad. People in the west struggled to scrape
by; people in the east were prosperous. That all changed—Ireland
supported education, people who
made money from art in Ireland
were exempt from taxes. So Ireland did a lot of social engineering. The results were economic
prosperity for a decade—from
about 1997 to 2008, when their
economy did the same thing ours
did. People prospered throughout
Ireland, and started building all
of their houses and cars—bigger
cars. They kind of went for the

American dream. Turns out it was
the Irish dream too.”
The rise and fall of the
Irish economy could be seen in
the emigration that has defined
much of Irish history.
“In the beginning, when we
first started to go over there, they
were still losing population every
year through emigration because
there weren’t enough jobs. When
the boom happened—the Celtic
Tiger, it was called—people started to go back to Ireland. Then it
all crashed and people began to
emigrate again,” said George.
George believes the value in
trip lies in the differences between
America and Ireland.
“America has had such an
enormous influence on what happens in Ireland,” said George. “The
music, the clothing styles, the way
people live. But when you get out
to some places where America’s
influence has been minimal, it is
nice for people to see that.”

“For example,” said George,
“there is a woman in Dingle who
runs a printing press and she was
learning Irish, running this old
letter press. There are people out
there doing things like that, not
making a lot of money but doing
things that they find rewarding.
Ireland supports those kind of
things.”
O’Brien was enthused
about how many sights the group
had seen during the expedition.
“In a trip like that, especially the
way Mr. George set it up, we saw
so much in such a narrow space
of time that you kind of take it all
in—eyes wide open,” said O’Brien.
“And then you get home you say,
wow, we’re up a mountain one
day, we’re visiting a 2000-year-old
tomb the next. It wasn’t so much
surprising as overwhelming—in a
good way.”

photo | courtesy of Mr. Bill George

Bon Voyage: French students
see Paris, Nice, Normandy

St. Petersburg, close up

by Matt Neyer
and Brendan Mcenery

ome of the senior Russian
students took a 16-day trip to
Russia this past summer to learn
about the rich culture and better
understand the language.
The students stayed with host
families in St. Petersburg and attended classes at Gymnayzia 209.
“It is an academic program
… the majority of the trip is doing classes in St. Petersburg in the
morning,” said Russian teacher
Robert Chura, who accompanied
the seniors on the trip.
Although there was a lot of
studying in the morning, the students also had time to visit tourist sites such as the Kremlin, Red
Square, the Arbat, and various
museums to learn more about the
culture in Russia.
“Living with a host family …
seeing their differences and similarities… that is what stays with
them (the students),” said Chura.
“This is really where the real impressions are formed … that’s
stuff that stays with them.”
The students got to know and
develop a relationship with their

REPORTERS

O

ver the summer, 19 members
of the class of 2012 and two
faculty moderators journeyed to
France for two and a half weeks of
exploring the country and learning more about French culture.
The trip was not exclusive
to current students of French,
as non-French speaking students also came along and immersed themselves in the language. The trip was chaperoned
by French teacher Jennifer Crespin and Spanish teacher Kevin
Moore. In addition, native Parisian Jean Cristophe served
as a tour guide for the group.
The trip began on June 7, and
after a layover in Dallas, the group
took a plane to Paris. After staying
in Paris for two days, the group
ventured to other French cities, enjoying the beautiful atmosphere of Nice and delving into
the rich history of Normandy, an
area significant to American culture as well as French.

The students also stopped at
the medieval cities of Carcassone
and Aigues-Mortes and were able
to venture through ancient castles
as they learned more French history.
The SLUH students were able
to shadow at a French high school,
the Institution Notre Dame Saint
Ferdinand, for a day. The young
men sat in on French classes and
even experienced an English class
taught in French, where they interacted more with the French
students. They also engaged in
some healthy competition, playing basketball with the students.
The group ended the trip
with another two days in Paris
where they finally visited the most
widely-recognized French tourist
destination: the Eiffel Tower.
Cities that the group visited
were filled with rich history and
bettered students’ appreciation
of French culture and medieval
architecture. Many students enjoyed the stop in Normandy as
well.
Senior
French
student

Sam Mueckl said, “It was really
cool to see the American cemetery (in Normandy). (It) really put things in perspective.”
Although the majority of
menus, signs, and dialect were in
French, all of the non-French students still survived the trip. Crespin and other French students
offered crash courses in French
on the planes and buses; by sticking close to a French student, especially at meal times, they were
able to learn enough conversational French to get by.
Even French students learned
more from the trip. “I find that I can
follow a conversation in French
much better now than I could
before,” said Senior Alex Sipe.
All the students enjoyed themselves and were glad they had
made the trip.
“It was just extremely fun and
interesting,” said Sipe. “Definitely
a life experience and one that I
would drop everything right now
to do again.”

by Colin Voigt
and Stephen Lumetta
REPORTERS

S

Russian hosts because they spent
time after dinner hanging out and
socializing with them.
The SLUH students enjoyed
observing the different culture.
Senior Joe Mungenast’s favorite
part was “seeing what teenagers
in Russia like to do on weekends.
For the most part it’s pretty similar.”
“One of my favorite things
we did was go to a souvenir park
in Moscow. We did that on our
fourth day in Russia, and it was
our first chance to go out and try
speaking in Russian with the people. Mr. Chura gave us some tips
for haggling with the vendors,”
said senior Aaron Smittle.
“This trip was not only fun,
but it opened my eyes to a totally
different culture,” said senior Nick
Rauschenbach.
“This is one of the big things
that motivates me to study Russian further in college,” said Mungenast on the educational benefits
of the trip.
Students from Gymnayzia 209 will be coming to SLUH
sometime in the spring of 2012.
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Carson Monetti to
teach English
by Evan Chipley
REPORTER

O

From left: English teacher Carson Monetti and social studies teacher Tim Flaherty, SLUH’s ASC volunteers for the
2011-12 school year.

Flaherty comes from Wisconsin,
will teach global history
by Luke Naegeli
REPORTER

T

im Flaherty joins the St. Louis
U. High history department
this year as one of two new Alum
Service Corp (ASC) volunteers.
He is teaching three sections of
Global History.
Flaherty was born and raised
in Brookfield, Wisc., a suburb of
Milwaukee. No stranger to Jesuit high school life, Flaherty
attended Marquette University
High School, which allowed for
an easier transition for teaching at
SLUH.
“Marquette is basically the
SLUH of Milwaukee,” said Flaherty. “I see a lot of similarities
between here and there.”
Flaherty remained in Wisconsin for college, attending the
University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee. He graduated from college in 2010 with a double major
in history and education.
This marks Flaherty’s second
year as an ASC teacher. Last year
he taught history at his alma ma-

ter, Marquette University High
School, and ran an after school
program. Flaherty decided to
continue his service by accepting
a job at SLUH.
When asked why he did a
second year of ASC, Flaherty
said: “The service aspect is something that really drew me to the
program. Being able to come to a
school as excellent as SLUH, with
the students and the faculty, its
something that, in general, drew
me to the school.”
Flaherty had lived in Milwaukee his entire life, making this
new school year especially exciting for him. Although new, he has
found support in the SLUH community.
“Everyone has been extremely welcoming,” said Flaherty.
“Coming to St. Louis, a city I really didn’t know that much about,
and having such a great support
system is really helpful.”
That support system includes
his students and fellow faculty
members, which have taken note

of his personality and teaching
methods.
“Mr. Flaherty is really laid
back,” said freshman Nick Blaes.
“He gives us in-depth notes and
tells us when we have quizzes. He
makes it very easy to prepare.”
Freshman Emil Beckford said
about Flaherty’s teaching method,
“I like how he uses PowerPoints.
Also, his fill-in-the-blank quizzes
are a good format to be tested on.”
Fellow history teacher Ben
Farley said, “Tim’s great. He
comes in with a lot of experience.
He is a very qualified ASC teacher. We are glad to have him.”
Flaherty is also coaching
freshman football and working
the rec room.
When asked about his favorite things at SLUH so far, Flaherty
said, “Being able to work with the
freshman football team has been
great. Also, surprisingly, being
able to work the rec room is very
entertaining. Seeing the students
in a different light, outside the
classroom, is always good.”

Volume LXXVI Platform
As the student-run newspaper of St. Louis University High
School, the Prep News is a weekly
publication that strives to inform
the SLUH community about
events and people, with its focus
on those pertaining to the school,
primarily through the written
word.
The Prep News is neither the
voice of the administration nor
the students. Rather, the newspaper serves to gather and distribute
information for the entire school.
The Prep News editors and staff
members make every effort to be
objective in their news coverage
and editing.
The members of the editorial staff are co-workers and
share equally the duties of writing, copy-editing, layout, and staff
management. All of the editors
share responsibility and leadership of the paper. The editors are
supported by a core staff of regu-

lar reporters as well as artists and
photographers.
It is the role of the editors
to seek out and facilitate the reporting of all significant news at
SLUH. While any faculty member
or student is welcome to submit
suggestions to the editors for potential articles, the Prep News is
never obligated to publish any article idea.
Our primary emphasis as
editors of the Prep News is upon
clear and accurate writing and
careful editing. We also attempt
to include visual expression—
photography, drawing, technical
aids, etc.—in every issue and on
our web site. Despite our desire
to make the paper visually appealing, we commit ourselves not
to allow form to supersede substance.
The Prep News strongly
encourages underclassman involvement, and our office on the

second floor of the Jesuit Wing,
room J220, is always open for
involvement, criticism, praise, or
suggestions. Contributed student
opinions are also welcome under
the Prep News Editiorial Policy.
Without student reaction and
feedback, the Prep News could not
function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate,
we will correct any significant error in the following issue and on
our web site.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole responsibility for the
text of news and sports articles,
features, and editorials. We ask
faculty or students who take issue with the manner in which the
news was reported or find an error to bring it to the attention of
the editors, not the individual reporters.
This is the platform of the
editors of Volume LXXVI of the
Prep News.

9

ne of the newest members of
the St. Louis U. High English Department is Alum Service
Corps (ASC) member Carson
Monetti.
Monetti grew up in Kansas
City, Mo., where he first encountered Jesuit education while attending attending Rockhurst
High School. After Rockhurst,
Monetti enrolled at Georgetown
University as a government major.
After two years, however, Monetti
transferred to Swarthmore College and changed his major to
philosophy.
“I had an ASC teacher at
Rockhurst, and since then I’ve always wanted to do it,” says Monetti. Despite changing his college
plans, Monetti has always wanted
to give back to the Jesuit community that taught him. “ASC was
always a part of the plan,” added
Monetti.
Here at SLUH, Monetti teaches two sections of junior English.
He has been working closely with
English teacher Jim Raterman, his
faculty mentor. Monetti says he
has been very impressed with his
students so far this year.
“My students are brilliant,” he
says. “They’ve discovered things
that even I hadn’t noticed out of

the texts.”
According to fellow English
teacher Rich Moran, Monetti’s
students aren’t the only brilliant
ones. Moran says he has had a
number of conversations with
Monetti not about teaching, but
about philosophy.
“We’ve talked about issues of
living, and what the truth is. He
has a lot of passion in everything
he does. It’s nice to see someone
thinking so hard and caring so
much,” said Moran.
Overall, Monetti says he has
had a smooth transition teaching
at SLUH because of its similarity
to his own high school experience.
“This place is a lot like Rockhurst. There’s a sense of community and pride about it,” said
Monetti.
In addition to teaching,
Monetti can often be found running the pool hall during activity
period and is also moderator of
the Pool Club.
“He’s a pretty cool guy,”
said freshman Mitchell Potts. “I
dropped a cue ball on the ground,
and he didn’t make me give him a
nickel.”
After finishing out his year at
SLUH, Monetti plans to go on to
get his Ph.D. in philosophy.

Volume LXXVI Editorial Policy

The Volume 76 Prep News
opinion section serves the purpose of being the vehicle of the
personal opinions of students,
faculty, or others. All topics discussed in the section will be related to St. Louis University High
School.
Nothing published either as
an editorial or as a letter to an
editor should be considered the
opinion of the school, the administration, or anyone other than its
author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is the
opinion of all four editors on a
particular topic.
A commentary or column is
an opinion of one member of the
Prep News staff, not of the Prep
News itself.
A perspective or notebook,
like a commentary, is the opinion
of one person, often a Prep News
staff member. Unlike a commentary, such a piece is often intended
primarily to convey a personal
experience rather than to provide
a viewpoint on an issue. Unlike
a letter, such pieces are usually
developed at the request of, and
sometimes under the guidance of,
the Prep News editors.
Every member of the SLUH
community is welcomed and en-

couraged to submit a letter to the
editors. Every letter received by
the editors will be read and given
consideration. All letters must be
signed, but the author’s name may
be withheld from publication by
request and at the discretion of
the editors.
The Prep News editors reserve the right to edit any submissions for publication in order to
meet grammatical standards, but
they will not skew the author’s
original intent. Also, the editors reserve the right to withhold
from publication any submission
if it is deemed vulgar, tasteless,
or otherwise inappropriate. Authors should be available for the
editors to contact them before
publication to address matters of
concern.
All authors wishing to have
letters published must submit
them by 4:00 p.m. the Wednesday
before the letter is to be published.
Letters should be e-mailed to
prepnews@sluh.org, and if possible a signed copy should be given
to a Prep News editor or moderator or mailed to the Prep News
courtesy of St. Louis University
High School, 4970 Oakland, St.
Louis, MO 63110.

Henry David Thoreau
PUN OF THE WEEK

“I know not what manner of stuff they are
of—sitting there now at three o’clock in the
afternoon, as if it were three o’clock in the
morning ... I have ground to suspect that
most of them do not STAND it at all.”
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Soccer falls versus Jesuit rival DeSmet

Underclassman
Sports Updates

		 Team comes out flat after dominating Brebeuf Jesuit
by James Boeckmann
REPORTER

A

fter emphatic start, Soccerbills fall against first MCC
opponent
The Jr. Bills knew that this
game would come. Before this
game, St. Louis U. High had hardly been challenged, giving up only
one goal on a penalty kick. They
knew, however, that this game
would be a challenge, as DeSmet
was ranked No. 2 in St. Louis.
However, they didn’t expect to
lose this early in the season of
their dreams. In a notably sloppy
game, the Jr. Bills were edged out
2-1.
It was a beautiful Tuesday.
The sun lit the field wonderfully
as the national anthem was sung
and the starters were called to

the center. Fans raved about the
fresh kits donned by the Jr. Bills:
attention-grabbing red socks with
white shorts and blue jerseys for
a kit that clearly stated they were
the more American team.
Superfan Willie Floros said
the socks were “hecka fresh,” and
his comment was immediately
seconded by the Blue Crew.
Senior captain Ryan Merrifield and senior Mason Suess both
“loved it,” but swag-conscious senior Joey Ferber noted that they
“definitely clashed with (junior
Nick) Kocisak’s boots.”
The Jr. Bills knew they would
be challenged, but their goal is always victory and they expected to
win. Merrifield said he “expected
us to control the ball up top and
in the midfield” en route to vicphoto | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Striker Ryan Merrifield discusses a call with a referee in SLUH’s 6-0 win
over Brebeuf Jesuit.

tory.
From the beginning of the
game, however, it could be easily
seen that if the Jr. Bills did happen to grab a victory, it would be
an ugly one. Neither team played
their best game, but the Jr. Bills
clearly played a sloppier game,
and DeSmet was pressuring them
into forcing bad passes and wasn’t
letting the Bills get very much
good possession of the ball.
Coach Charlie Clark said
“DeSmet was big, fast and organized; it was like we didn’t know
what to do.”
Five minutes into the game,
SLUH turned the ball over trying
to get it out of their end, which set
up DeSmet junior Prince Kabadeh for a soft shot that just snuck
past sophomore Guillame Delabar to put SLUH behind 1-0.
The rest of the first half was
very tense, and both teams looked
close to scoring on multiple occasions. Senior Paul Buehler almost connected with Merrifield
for beautiful goals twice, and both
teams took a few corner kicks, but
at halftime the score remained 0-1
DeSmet.
The second half didn’t bring
much better play, but all of a sudden Buehler and Merrifield finally
made that golden connection
they’d been looking for the whole
game. Buehler sent a beautifully
flighted ball across the face of the
goal and onto Merrifield’s foot
near the back post, and Merrifield
volleyed it powerfully into the
back of the net to even the score,
sending SLUH’s feeble fan section
into a frenzy.
Even this wonderful goal,
however, couldn’t change the trajectory of the game. DeSmet continued to limit SLUH’s possession,
and they capitalized on their pressure when they received a corner
kick with about fifteen minutes to
go in the game. The ball bounced
around in the box and came loose
just above the penalty spot, where
DeSmet junior Kevin Lewman hit
a shot that deflected into SLUH’s
goal to put DeSmet in the lead
2-1.
SLUH wouldn’t recover, as
DeSmet kept the pressure on for
the remainder of the game, dishing SLUH its first loss of the cam-

Soccer Season Stats
Goals

Paul Buehler: 3
Joey Gasperoni: 2
Joe Jedlicka: 2
Tommy Behr: 1
Joey Ferber: 1
Zach Hoffman: 1
Jacob Kloeppinger: 1
Ryan Merrifield: 1
Mason Suess: 1

Assists

Paul Buehler: 3
Joey Gasperoni: 1
Tommy Behr: 1
Ryan Merrifield: 1
Mason Suess: 1

note: stats do not include game
against Brebeuf Jesuit

paign.
This game was U. City hero
Ferber’s first varsity MCC contest. He said that the game felt
different. “On the field it felt more
tense,” Ferber said. “It felt like a
struggle, and it didn’t seem like we
were having fun with the game.
This loss won’t count against
SLUH’s record in the MCC, since
it was a part of the CBC tournament happening this week. But
that doesn’t diminish the tournament’s importance. “It’s a perfect
barometer. You’re not going to
play tougher competition all year,
so it lets you know where you’re
at,” Clark said of the CBC tournament.
On the flip side, last week
ended with an early 10:00 a.m.
start against Brebeuf, a Jesuit
school in Indiana.
From the beginning, SLUH
controlled the flow of the game
but they had missed a few chances. It looked as though SLUH was
attacking at a smaller goal until
about 23 minutes into the game,
when senior Joe Jedlicka beat his
defender to a loose ball and buried his third goal of the season.
Three minutes later, Merrifield calmly finished a breakaway
after failing to capitalize on earlier
chances.
But Merrifield would not
stop there. Later in the half Suess
set Merrifield up perfectly right
in front of the goal, where he beat
the stranded goalie by going top
shelf. The first half ended 3-0, and
once again the rout was on for the
Jr. Bills.
Less than five minutes into
the second half, Merrifield completed his hat trick with firecracker up in the top netting. Goals followed from junior Zach Hoffman
(two in a row) and Jedlicka (reentered at striker with a different
jersey on).
In the end, an easy 6-0 victory would give the team a goal
differential of plus-17 before going into its big matchup against
DeSmet.
Check the Nightbeat for results of SLUH’s matchup with Vianney last night, and don’t miss
them take on MCC rival CBC
Saturday at 2:00 p.m. at CBC.

C Football
Date Result Score
8/26 W
27-6
8/31 L
42-0
			

Opponent
vs. MICDS
vs. Webster
Groves

JV Football
Date Result Score Opponent
8/29 L
30-13 vs. Parkway
			
North
9/06 L
28-8 vs. Ladue
C Team Soccer
Date Result Score
9/06 W
3-0

Opponent
vs. DeSmet

B Team Soccer
Date Result Score Opponent
9/05 W
4-0 @Chaminade
			
Tourney vs.
			
Chaminade
9/06 W
2-0 @Chaminade
Tourney vs.
			
Vianney
JV Soccer
Date Result Score
8/29 W
4-0
9/07 W
2-0

Opponent
vs. Gibault
vs. Priory

NIGHTBEAT

Soccer goes
Nil-Nil versus
Vianney
Last night’s soccer game
against Vianney ended
0-0 after missed chances
by both teams. SLUH
outplayed Vianney for a
good part of the game,
and Guillame Delabar
played well in goal.
However, the Jr. Bills just
couldn’t get a goal and
are still winless against
MCC opponents. They
will look to get back in
rhythm tomorrow at 2:00
p.m. against CBC.
—compiled by James
Boeckmann

XC Update

The sixth annual Forest Park Cross Country Festival
will take place tomorrow in Forest Park. The first
event starts at 7:30 a.m. Admission is free. It should
be an eventful race for the Jr. Bills. Come and cheer
on SLUH’s XC team along with Blue Crew tomorrow.
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			 Special teams key in home-opener victory
by Ryan Dowd
CORE STAFF

O

n the last hot, humid day of
the summer, the St. Louis U.
High football team (1-1) trampled Ladue, 49-27. Led by senior
running back Cameron Stubbs
and the always underrated offensive line, the Jr. Bills were also
propelled by three straight special
teams touchdowns.
This season especially, every
team in this brutal schedule will
try to take away SLUH’s strength:
the passing game. Ladue tried that
strategy. But the Jr. Bills proved
last Friday night that they can win
games without launching the ball
deep, as so many teams expect.
“The defense can try to shut
down one phase of your offense,
whether it’s your run game or
your pass game, by their alignment. They didn’t want to get hurt
by our passing attack so they did
some things to try to stop that,”
said head coach Gary Kornfeld.
With the perimeter loaded
with Ladue defenders, the Jr.
Bills looked for Stubbs to carry
the load. Stubbs answered the
bell with 197 yards on 23 carries.
Stubbs’ work in the off-season
netted significant yards after contact as he continually lowered the
shoulder through the Ladue secondary.
Kornfeld said, “We had so
much success running the ball,
you just stay with it.”
After struggling through
mishaps early in the first quarter,
the offensive line ran like a welloiled machine on draws, powers,

counters, and zones. Stubbs read
blocks perfectly, springing himself into the second level where
he weaved in and out of traffic for
more yards.
Senior quarterback Trevor
McDonagh went 8 for 14 for 82
yards with one rushing touchdown. Senior Stefan Sansone
caught five of those balls for 49
yards but made plays in other
ways.
With the Jr. Bills already up
37-6 in the middle of the third
quarter, Sansone caught a punt at
his 30-yard line and proceeded to
house it. The return cut the jugular of a scrambling Ladue team.
“Our special teams set up
a perfect wall on the left side so
I just followed them straight
through it, straight to the end
zone,” said Sansone.
After Ladue answered with a
touchdown of their own, Sansone
caught the ensuing kickoff from
his 4-yard line and burst through
another seam to the end zone.
Following another quick
Ladue touchdown, senior running back Terek Hawkins dashed
through the Rams virtually untouched, for an incredible third Jr.
Bill return for a touchdown.
Line and special teams coach
Mathew Buha said, “We’ve got
some pretty special athletes on
our special teams. We’ve been a
block or two away from returning
a few more touchdowns.”
The ground game pounded
out the lead, while the special
teams secured it.
The bend-but-not-break, op-

Swim team qualifies
two for State
by David Greaves
REPORTER

I

n the last two weeks, the swim
team has had two swim meets.
Their first meet took place last
Thursday against Parkway West
at Forest Park Community College pool and their second this
Tuesday against Parkway South at
Parkway South.
For St. Louis U. High’s first
swim meet of the season, the team
came into the community college pool ready to put up a fight
against West’s small but competitive swim and dive team. Unfortunately, the team was defeated.
In a post-meet email, coach
Rachel Graczak told the team, “As
for the swim meet against Parkway West — yes, I know we lost,
but the swims looked good.”
The team had a total of 53 improved or new times, “which
is pretty darn good I must say,”
Graczak added.
Graczak plans to have the
team focus on technique, especially in turns, an overall weak
spot for the team, on account of
two disqualifications in breast
stroke events for turn-related reasons.
“If we practice sloppy, we race
sloppy,” Graczak told the team.
On Tuesday, the team lost to
Parkway South 105-83.
Although it was a loss for the

team, there were several accomplishments that came with it. “We
had 42 dropped or new times ...
that’s always good,” said Graczak.
The team also continued its
steady progress toward defeating
South in points, getting closer to
victory for the second year in a
row.
“We closed the gap ...” Graczak replied after being asked
about the defeat. “We did better
this year than last year and we
did better last year than the year
before.” Graczak is optimistic that
by next year SLUH could take
home the win.
Senior captain Amir Paschal
says, “I thought we did pretty
good. I guess we could improve
on some things ... like little mistakes.”
“If you hadn’t told me we lost,
I wouldn’t have known,” said Paschal, who improved his time in
the 100-yard butterfly and made
the state cut yet again finishing
the race in under 57.29 seconds
(the state qualifying time).
The team’s top 200-yard freestyle relay team came close to
qualifying but barely fell short.
“I was looking for the cut in
the 200 free relay, but we didn’t
get in,” said Graczak. “I think we
will get the cut; that’s what I’m
looking for in the Marquette relays (this weekend).”
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Kick Returner Stefan Sansone looks for a hole behind blocker Aaron Kerwood (76).

portunistic Jr. Bill defense allowed
over 500 yards of offense but
forced five turnovers to mitigate
the damage. Senior linebackers
Jamil Irvin-Muhammad and John
Jedlicka, who both had a teamleading 12 tackles, each recovered
a fumble, as did sophomore Raymond Wingo. Senior free safety
Paul Simon and out-of-nowhere
senior defensive end Chris Lynas
snagged picks.
“That’s the one phase of our
game where we really had to improve,” said Kornfeld.
As expected, Ladue senior
wide receiver Jehu Chessum

proved tough to bring down early
in the game. In the first quarter,
Ladue hit Chessum on play action
passes, and Chessum stiff armed
his way to chunks of yards after
catch.
Kornfeld said, “We knew how
talented he was and we had some
different coverages that we went
to try to help us out with him.”
The Jr. Bills defense played
stingy in these tough economic
times. Despite allowing Ladue
into the red zone several times,
the Jr. Bill defense did not give up
a touchdown until late in the third
quarter.

The defense faces its tallest
task of the young season with
Webster Groves today. The Statesmen have averaged 47 points a
game and are ranked third in the
state in Class 5 (SLUH is class 6).
The Statesmen are led by a host
of senior playmakers, including
standout quarterback Rayshawn
Simmons and wide receiver Demetrius Robinson.
Game time is 7 p.m. at SLUH.

Football Season Stats
Defense

Solo Tackles

Passing

Total Tackles

Rushing

John Jedlicka: 17
Jamil Irvin-Muhammad: 14
Alex Mackin: 13
Raymond Wingo: 10
Paul Simon: 7
Jamil Irvin-Muhammad: 20
John Jedlicka: 19
Alex Mackin: 15
Paul Simon: 13
Raymond Wingo: 12

Fumble Recoveries

John Jedlicka: 1
Jamil Irvin-Muhammad: 1
Alex Mackin: 1
Raymond Wingo: 1
Sean Rammaha: 1

Interceptions
Paul Simon: 1
Chris Lynas: 1

Offense

Trevor McDonagh:
Yards: 394
Completion Percentage: 55.32%
Touchdowns: 2
394 yards.
Cameron Stubbs:
Yards: 327
Touchdowns: 2
Terek Hawkins:
Yards: 91
Touchdowns: 1

Receiving

Mitch Klug:
Receptions: 9
Yards: 120
Stefan Sansone:
Receptions: 8
Yards: 83
Paul Simon:
Receptions: 3
Yards: 46
Touchdowns: 2
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Sustainability Committe hopes to centralize efforts
(continued from page 1)
current efforts taken by SLUH.
At their second meeting, held last
Friday, the Committee tentatively focused on two ideas that could be pursued in the short-term: an energy audit of the school, as well as increasing
awareness of the recycling program
during lunch periods.
“There are things that have already happened (at the school),” said
Moran. “Let’s audit what we’ve already
done; when you do an audit, it’s to
see what’s done already, what’s in the
process of being done, and what still
needs to be done. And I think when
we do this, we’re going to see that
we’re not starting at ground zero.”
“We’re interested in making this
place operate sustainably, and this
being a vehicle for education for the
people in the building,” said English teacher Rich Moran. “We want
to transform the way people see the
world, not just how we use resources.”
At their meeting last Friday, the
Committee debated the merits of various methods of auditing the school’s
energy and resource use. Math teacher Dan Schuler, who serves on the
committee, emphasized that the energy audit would not be limited to
just energy usage; it would take into
account other resource usage and environmental impacts.
“They go through your entire
building, and they look at every aspect of it,” said Schuler.
Some suggested using a template
and performing an audit in-house in
order to tailor it more to the school’s
individual demands, while other
teachers expressed the necessity of

This Week in
SLUH History
Volume 66, Issue 3
September 14, 2011
In response to the September 11 attacks, Editor in Chief Andy Nielsen
published a commentary, an excerpt
of which is below:
“If we do react with violence to
our neighbors in this city, we will
have admitted that the terrorists
have won. We will have given them
the chaos that they desire, we will
have given them the hate that they
want to inspire, we will have sunk to
the lowest common denominator of
human relationships. We will not be
responding with a message that we
do not tolerate terrorism; we will be
saying that we value the same things
that these terrorists value: fear,
violence, and aggressive reactions
instead of calm, rational thinking.
Therefore, show peace to all
you meet. Pray for it. It is said that
many wars are fought for peace,
but what sense does that make? We
must not add to the violence that
began on Tuesday. Instead, be peace
to people around you, and thus the
world will achieve it. Peace.”

having it done by an outside company.
“A lot of this can be done inhouse, using a different model,” said
Callon. “Maybe it’s not the most efficient model, but we have to look at
… using a template, where we really
are in terms of how important these
things are to us, and what we use.”
“There are so many people who
are so much better at this, at looking
at how all systems go together, and
I think an energy audit would be an
awesome way to begin all of this, and
take a full-scale look at all of our systems,” said Lodholz.
A budget and time frame for
the energy audit have not yet been
established, although they can take
anywhere from weeks to months to
complete. For a more short-term goal,
the Committee decided to explore
the state of the recycling program at
school, noticing that it was vastly underused at lunch periods.
“I’ve got freshman-sophomore
lunch duty, and the lack of recycling is
killing me,” said Anderson.
Anderson has contacted Director
of Facilities Joe Rankin to obtain an
update on what can be recycled using
the cafeteria’s bins, and the committee,
in conjunction with fine arts teacher
Joan Bugnitz, will prepare some signage directing people to recycle.
“Educating the freshmen and
sophomores about the recycling bins
in the meantime before we get an energy audit might be a reasonable way
to work in the short-term, with the
idea that, in the long-term, we’re going to look at the big picture of the
waste disposal issue at SLUH,” said

Lodholz.
At last year’s Advisory Committee for Student Affairs meeting,
Anderson and Lodholz introduced a
proposal to develop some form of a
community garden on campus. That
plan is still active, and Anderson and
Lodholz are working closely with Assistant Principal for Mission Jim Linhares and Director of Facilities Joe
Rankin to formulate more developed
plans.
Most, if not all, developmental
committees exclude students; however, the Sustainability Committee is
an exception. When deciding whether
to permit student membership, Moran was inspired by Anderson’s AP
Environmental Science class and presentations they gave last year to him,
Rankin, and Food Service Director
Kathy Hylla about various environmental issues at SLUH.
“It was interesting, instructive, a
good project for this class,” said Moran. “But it was also a good indicator
of the fact that there was some student
momentum on this.”
The Environmental Club hopes
to work closely with the Sustainability
Committee in order to further student
participation in this effort, according
to senior Ben Thomas, the President
of the Environmental Club.
“We’re trying to get (disposable)
water bottles phased out and plastic
reusable ones phased in,” said Thomas.
“We are supporting the Sustainability
Committee in all of their actions.”
The Sustainability Committee’s
next meeting is scheduled for next
Friday.
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News Organizations’ Coverage of 9/11
MSNBC			
Fox News Channel
The Wall Street Journal
The New York Times
St. Louis Post Dispatch
Washington Post		
Time Magazine		
Newsweek		

7 p.m. Friday, News anchors that reported live on 9/11 share their memories.
9 p.m. Saturday, A minute-by minute recount of the events of 9/11.
wsj.com, Interactive map of ground zero with links to articles.
nytimes.com, Videos detailing construction and design of memorial park and new towers.
stltoday.com, Reflections by a Muslim American.
washingtonpost.com, View relics from the 9/11 Memorial Museum.
time.com, Revisting 9/11 through previously unpublished photographs.
thedailybeast.com/newsweek, Thoughts on how 9/11 changed America’s culture.

Friday, September 9

Schedule R

Marquette Relays
AP
Snack—Onion Rings
Sophomore Class Mass
Indiana University—M114
Saint John’s University—M110
Seton Hall University—M112
Freshman Fun Day
10:15 am Wesleyan University (Sign up in Naviance)
4:30 pm C Soccer @ Edwardsville
7 pm
V Football vs. Webster Groves
Lunch Special—Chicken Nuggets
Healthy—Chicken Cordon Bleu

Saturday, September 10
8 am
9 am
2 pm

ACT @ Library
Cross Country @ Forest Park XC Festival
Soccer @ CBC Tournament

Sunday, September 11
9:30 am Family Mass / Rosary

Monday, September 12

Schedule R
Snack—Cookies
Admissions Committee Meeting—M104
Columbia University—M108
Lindenwood University Bellville—M110
4 pm
C Soccer @ Chaminade
4:30 pm JV Football @ Webster Groves
4:30 pm JV Soccer vs. Hillsboro
Lunch Special—Bosco Pizza
Healthy—Stir Fry Vegetarian Nuggets
AP

Tuesday, September 13
Senior Kairos Retreat
AP
Snack—Mozzarella Sticks
University of Evansville—M115
4 pm
C Soccer @ CBC
Lunch Special—Brunch for Lunch
Healthy—Baked Beans

Wednesday, September 14

Schedule R

Schedule R

Senior Kairos Retreat
AP
Snack—Pretzel Braids
Freshman Tutorial
Elon University—M112
Millikin University—M114
8:30 am Vanderbilt University (Sign up in Naviance)
10:30 am New York University (Sign up in Naviance)
4 pm
B Soccer @ Webster Groves
4:15 pm JV Soccer @ St. Mary’s
4:30 pm Soccer @ Webster Groves
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan

Thursday, September 15

Schedule R
Senior Kairos Retreat
AP
Snack—Pizza Sticks
Junior Class Mass
Ball State University—M115
4 pm
Cross Country @ Parkway Central Invitational
JV Soccer vs. Parkway South
4:30 pm C Football @ CBC
V Swim vs. Lafayette
Lunch Special—Steak and Cheese
Healthy—Pulled Turkey Philly Sandwich

Friday, September 16

Schedule R

Senior Kairos Retreat
AP
Snack—Pizza sticks
Sports Pep Rally
8:30 am Bowdoin College (Sign up in Naviance)
9:30 am Hofstra University (Sign up in Naviance)
1:30 pm Trinity College (Sign up in Naviance)
5 pm
Minority Alumni Homecoming Reception
7 pm
V Football vs. CBC
Lunch Special—Chicken Rings
Healthy—Country Fried Steak

calendar | Adam Thorp

At the time of Osama bin Laden’s killing last
year, then-Prep News editor Conor Gearin compiled a collection of letters and responses in the
St. Louis U. High community to the September 11
attacks.
Read excerpts from the articles online at
sluh.org/prepnews/bin-laden
At the same time, Editor in Chief Nick Fandos
published a commentary on growing up in a post9/11 world, which can be read online at
sluh.org/prepnews/growing-up

