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BIG FALL FRIDAY ON CAMPUS Plans still
ASPIRE program to prep
alive for
minority students for SLUH

Confucius
Classroom

Summer programs to start in fourth grade
by Nate Heagney
EDITOR

S

t. Louis U. High’s push for
more diversity will take on
a younger look beginning this
summer. Last week, the school
revealed its plan for a new program, ASPIRE, an educational
and leadership program for grade
schoolers with a focus on minority students.
Assistant Principal for Diversity Chip Clatto is the main
engineer of the program, which
hopes to prepare grade schoolers
for SLUH’s rigorous curriculum
and immerse them in SLUH’s atmosphere.
Clatto said two-thirds of the
students in ASPIRE will be minority students, and a special emphasis will be placed on students
with socioeconomic disadvantages.
Students in ASPIRE will meet
daily during the summer, taking
classes in subjects like math or
English, participating in fine arts
programs such as band or theater,

and possibly participating in the
SLUH athletic camps. During the
school year, those same ASPIRE
students will meet 10 times in
both the first and second semesters.
ASPIRE will begin with only
fourth grade students this year,
with the plan being for the program to grow one grade level each
year until it runs through eighth
grade. Ideally most of the same
students will follow the program
all five of those years.
Clatto said that a key emphasis was to identify students
who could be enrolled in the program from fourth to eighth grade,
creating continuity and better
preparing those students for the
possible jump to SLUH after their
eighth grade year. He added that
being around the school itself
would help with some of the cultural shock that some students,
especially minority students, go
through.
“We’re looking for cancontinued on page 4
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Ignatius statue will move when new entrance completed
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

by Jack Godar
and Sam Fentress
STAFF, REPORTER

A

familiar figure will look
down on students from the
top of the steps at the new main
entrance when it is completed
later this year.
The St. Ignatius statue that
graces the upper field will be
moved to the new main entrance
as part of the renovation of the
Commons. Director of Facilities
Joe Rankin said that the decision
to move the statue was not the
idea of any particular person.
As part of the move, the statue will also receive a new base that
will be about a foot larger on each
side than the current base.
Rankin said that the move is
intended to give St. Ignatius higher visibility.
“We wanted to put (the
statue) in a more prominent position,” Rankin said. “If it were
to stay where it is now, it would
no longer be in the front of the
school.”
The on-campus Jesuits had a
say in the decision as well. Rankin
said that the Jesuits were happy
with the decision to move St. Ignatius.
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“They were very pleased that
that would be the new position
(for St. Ignatius),” Rankin said.
Theology teacher Michael
Marchlewski, S.J., said, “It is a
symbol of who founded the Society of Jesus, who welcomes people
... not only into the Field House,
but into the new Commons.”
Ralph Houlihan, S.J., who
was principal when William
Doyle, S.J. began sculpting the
statue, is happy with the decision
to move St. Ignatius, saying that
the new main entrance should
display a symbol of what SLUH is
about.
“There should be something
(at the main entrance) that’s tied
to our identity,” Houlihan said. “I
think that (the statue) is a good
symbol of that and what we stand
for.”
Tom Cummings, S.J., who
commissioned the statue when he
was president at SLUH from 1977
to 1985, said that he liked the decision, because putting the statue
in the main entrance will make
the statue one of the first things
people see at SLUH.
“We wanted the statue of St.
Ignatius to be the one to greet (the
continued on page 7

Play like every game could be your last
After his neighbor and biggest fan died
in an accident returning from the SLUH
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PN staff reporter Adam Thorp walks
through the J-wing with Robert Bannister
to find art hanging in the halls. Page 6

oughly eight months ago, St.
Louis U. High dedicated the
Confucius Classroom, a great step
forward for the Chinese program
and an indication of the growing
link between the United States
and China. The classroom is currently sitting unused but plans are
in the works to fulfill the vision of
the Confucius Classroom.
The Confucius Classroom
was dedicated at a ceremony last
January, and for the remainder of
that school year it functioned as a
satellite classroom for the Chinese
program. Tai frequently offered
small-group sessions and individual tutoring out of the classroom
during activity periods, and she
planned to host Chinese cultural
events there as well.
Planning for cultural events
is still ongoing. Last Saturday,
Tai hosted over 30 local Chinese teachers at a forum held in
the Confucius Classroom. Other
events are still in the works, and
Tai hopes to have a Chinese New
Year celebration next year and
host a Chinese music performance. However, much of the
funding for those programs has
been held up by a delay in receiving grants from Hanban, the Chinese government’s Office for Chinese Language.
In the interim, the classroom
has been used for various special
events. Librarian Eleanora McCarthy has used it for her Sodality
Club meetings on occaision, and
SLUH presented a CPR training
class for faculty in the classroom.
When a recruiter from the U.S.
Navy visited SLUH, he operated
out of the classroom as well.
Eventually, the classroom
will function as a satellite for the
Chinese program, with tutoring,
small-group work and cultural
activities based out of the room.
The Confucius Classroom’s
plans included a state-of-the-art
computer with a touch-screen
display, that would be used to
display information about Chinese language and culture. After
continued on page 2
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Plans still alive for Confucius Classroom in library; TV has arrived
(continued from page 1)
a delay of more than a year, the
computer arrived from China last
week. However, because American electrical currents use less
voltage than Chinese ones, the
computer did not work when
plugged in.
“The power supply wasn’t designed to hold U.S. voltages,” said
Director of Information Technology Jon Dickmann. “I looked at a
transformer to convert the current, but we don’t have one big
enough (for the computer.)”
The computer has already been set up in the classroom, and Tai hopes to contact a
local repairman with knowledge
in Chinese electronics to repair it.
When it is operational, the computer will hopefully become a
cornerstone of the classroom and
be open to the entire student body
as a reference.
Before being dedicated as the
Confucius Classroom, the area
it occupied functioned as the Library workroom, and was often
used as a workspace for small
groups in the library. That function has all but disappeared, as
the room is left locked most of the
time, mostly to protect valuable
Chinese artifacts in the room that
were donated by Tim Drone ‘68.
“Some pieces are very valu-

able,” said Tai. “Valuable and fragile things you cannot have open
without supervision.”
The classroom was open at
times last year, however. Theology
teacher Matt Sciuto, who opens
the Library every morning, asked
Tai for permission to open the
room if needed. Tai permitted the
room’s use, on the condition that
there was a proctor available to
monitor the room’s activity.
“If a small group comes to me
and says they want it, that’s okay,”
said Sciuto.
Library Director Cortney
Schraut has been directing groups
looking for a workspace to the
library workroom, located next
to her and McCarthy’s offices.
However, because of construction on the Commons, Learning
Resource Coordinator Connie
McDermott was displaced out of
her office, and is working out of
the workroom as well.
Tai, however, has no objection to teachers or small groups
of students using the room occasionally, as long as there is a
teacher monitoring.
“If teachers wanted to use it,
they’re most welcome,” said Tai.
“It’s not that we’re saying it’s off
bounds for others. It’s welcoming
for everyone.”

photo | Ben Banet

The computer has been installed in the Confucius Classroom, but because it runs on a Chinese power supply not
designed to hold US. voltages, it doesn’t work yet.

After the classroom’s dedication last year, Tai arranged for Alice Yao, a teacher at Webster University’s Confucius Institute, to
be assigned to the classroom and
assist Tai with tutoring. However,
because of impractical transportation arrangements, Yao was not

able to return to SLUH this year.
Tai is currently working with
the Confucius Institute to bring
another teacher to SLUH and assist with her classes.
“(The teacher) should be able
to help me in class, because now
I have a very large freshmen and

sophomore classes, about 30,” said
Tai. “That’s too big for a language
class—students don’t have enough
opportunity to practice.”

Biology students help Science Center by collecting pond water
by Kieran Connolly
and Mitch Mackowiak
REPORTERS

T

he scum edging the pond by
your house may be the next
major biofuel.
Science teachers Mary Russo
and Tim O’Keefe recently had
their biology classes participate
in a citizen-driven project called
Backyard Biofuels.
The project is a collaboration between the St. Louis Science Center and the Center for
Advanced Biofuel Systems at the
Donald Danforth Plant Science

Center, and hopes to acquire a
variety of algae samples across the
St. Louis metro area. The samples
will be tested for the ability to
produce a natural fuel similar
to corn-based ethanol currently
used in gasoline.
Backyard Biofuels depends
entirely on the participation of
the public.
“The idea is that instead of
scientists going out and trying
to collect, it’s easier if you have
a work force working with you,”
said O’Keefe. “The thing with our
guys is that they live all over the

area, so you can get algae sources
from all over the area.”
O’Keefe heard of the project
through his connection with the
Science Center. “(We’re) trying to
work with the Science Center on
different things. I take my genetics class down, and we do a couple
labs down there,” said O’Keefe,
“(So I) decided it would be good
for our guys to get involved.”
Lacey Dean, the Science
Center’s Life Sciences coordinator, spoke with Russo’s and
O’Keefe’s biology classes last Friday on participating in the proj-

Science Center expansion on track
to open next month
photo | Adam Lux

ect. The students then collected
pond water near their houses over
the weekend as an extra credit opportunity.
The pond water samples were
also used for a lab the classes performed on Monday, in which students observed the microscopic
consumers and producers found
in the pond water. Roughly half of
the students from both classes returned on Monday with a sample
for the program.
Algae, multi-celled organisms that use photosynthesis to
make food, create the oils as a byproduct when they cannot photosynthesize effectively.
“If they find an algae that produces a lot of oil, what they would
do is grow this algae and extract
the oil from it, kind of like what
they do to make biodiesel with
corn or soybeans,” said O’Keefe.
“They also look at the genes and
the specific mutations within
those genes and the alterations in
it, and look at in terms of finding
the best combination of algae to
produce oil.”
Last year, citizen scientists
collected algae from 169 different locations in the St. Louis area.
The project has already provided
fruitful results.
“In fact, one of the samples
that they already took in was already better in terms of oil production than the samples that the
scientists were already working
with,” said O’Keefe.

The project’s home base is a
website linked from the Science
Center’s Life Science web page.
“The big thing is they can
follow this process through,” said
O’Keefe. “On the website one of
the things they do is identify their
samples, and they can track their
samples through the whole process to see if it is actually producing oil and would be likely candidates to be used as a biofuel.”
The website also has a map
tagged with the locations that previous samples were taken from, in
order to direct future participants
to new locations.
“Hopefully the students can
see that alternate energy sources
are important, and they can find
a way to be involved in that process of looking for a better source,
because there is a limited amount
of fossil fuels that are out there for
the future, and down the line we
are going to have to find an alternate source. Just to be involved in
that process is a neat thing for our
students.” said O’Keefe.
Those interested in the project can pick up an algae collecting kit from the Life Science lab at
the Science Center, gather a small
sample of algae from a creek or
pond, and send the sample back
to the Science Center for testing.

@sluhprepnews
The construction of the addition to the St. Louis Science Center is officially done, but some parking spots still need
to be painted next week. The addition will officially open to the public on Oct. 28, when the Science Center welcomes its new Star Trek exhibition.
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Progress on the Confucius Classroom is underway
To the Editors:
I read last week’s Prep News
and found that senior Kevin Madden’s comments about the Confucius Classroom need some clarification.
I am just as anxious as Kevin
to move further along with progress of the Confucius Classroom.
The time factor, however, is beyond our control. We are dealing with a lot of red tape from
the Chinese government. After
waiting more than one year, new
computer equipment finally arrived from China a week ago. The
IT department staff will install the
system as soon as possible. The

goal is to make it accessible for the
entire student body at SLUH, not
just limited to Chinese classes.
Kevin’s wish for the Confucius Classroom to be the center of
the library is our goal. I invite you
and others to take a closer look at
the beautiful artifacts displayed in
the room and learn to appreciate
Chinese calligraphy and paintings. Many of these valuable artworks bear historical significance
of Chinese culture.
In fact, the purpose of the
Confucius Classroom is to promote the Chinese language
and culture beyond classroom
teaching. Because of our excellent standing with the Chinese

language program, our school is
able to serve as a model for other
schools in the area.
I organized a workshop last
Saturday, and 36 Chinese teachers from local universities and
high schools attended. There will
be more workshops/conferences
providing a forum for dialogue
exchange and training programs
for Chinese teachers.
Activities do exist without
you noticing them. Many cultural
activities, such as Chinese New
Year celebration, Chinese Culture
Days, Chinese acrobatics, Chinese cooking demonstration, etc,
are in stages of planning. We have
to wait patiently for the grant to

reach us.
Because of the value of the
Chinese artifacts in the Confucius
Classroom, the room is locked if
it is unsupervised. Any teacher
is most welcome to use it. A few
teachers have accepted the invitation. The room was used last summer for the Upward Bound summer program and, as Kevin has
seen, for a CPR training session.
At the beginning of this semester, I asked Mr. Kesterson to
assign my prefecting in the library,
so I could have the room open
during activity period. My experience last year, however, proved
otherwise. There were very few
students who took advantage to

use the room when it was open.
Let me restate my invitation
to all students, whether you take
Chinese or not, to come to study
in a tastefully-decorated room.
I am looking forward to seeing many students participate
in future Chinese activities and
overall gain a better understanding about Chinese culture in our
SLUH community. I would appreciate it if there should be any
questions, please come to seek out
information from me.
Dr. Ching-ling Tai
Foreign Language Department
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Are we truly committed
to doing justice?
To the Editors:
It’s nearly impossible to
forget the theme of this year. The
phrase “committed to doing justice” is involved in nearly every
prayer service, morning prayer,
and Mass we’ve heard this year.
But does this theme ever leave
homeroom or the chapel? I would
love to believe that everyone
would start every morning with a
new commitment and goal of justice: to see justice done, to do justice themselves, and to intervene
when no justice is present in the
hallways, in the cafeteria, or, more
importantly, the community.
I wish I saw that. But I don’t,
and this message doesn’t change
us because we don’t think about
it. If you think about social justice
or human rights outside of when
it is spoken to you in the morning, you would be appalled, even
angered at the horrible injustices
present across the world, or even
the injustices around the community.
It was not until I examined
my life that I was able to find what
is truly important, and that had
been told to me for over a month.
This message is not spoken because it is just another part of the
Grad at Grad, it is not spoken
because it is another lesson that
every teenager should be aware

of. The message of commitment
to doing justice is important because it is an action, not a mindset. Open to growth is certainly
important, but it would be nearly
impossible to see it present in the
students. But commitment to doing justice should provoke everyone who truly thinks about the
message to community service, to
organizations, to action. We just
don’t listen. We should be seeing
everyone signing up for community service, starting clubs, and
raising money for charities.
I understand the pressures
of being a student. I understand
the thought that we have no time,
with sports and clubs on top of
demanding athletics. I have attempted to relieve myself of guilt
and responsibility many times.
However, there are three arguments I would like to make to this
excuse.
One, you do have time. If
your time is short in the fall, work
in the spring. If you work 6 days
a week, that leaves you an entire
day. There is always time; we lie
to ourselves so that we can avoid
the responsibility that we owe to
a world and a gracious God that
have given us so many blessings.
Second, if you are not living
for the benefit of others, what are
you living for? If you are living
exclusively for yourself, you are

Cartoons do not necessarily represent the opinion of the Prep News or of St. Louis U. High.

not only selfish, you are immature
because you never stop to realize how much bigger the world
is than yourself. There are nearly
seven billion people, and you are
one of them; what right to power
do you have over seven billion
people?
Third, service and justice

should not be done in expectance
of repayment; it should be done
only because it is the right thing
to do.
When I truly thought about
the life that I am living, the kind
of person I seem to be heading
towards, I found that this was not
the person I want to be. My plan

is to do more service and start a
Human Rights Club. Please, email
me so we can help each other and
help the school truly be Men for
Others.
Kurt Thiemann
Class of 2013

Letter to the Editors

It’s time to consider our environmental impact
To the Editors:

Thirty-one pounds of recyclables in the trash. Only 21.8
pounds of recyclables in the recycling containers. Eighteen percent
of cafeteria trash could be recycled. Forty percent of trash in cafeteria trash cans were food scraps
that could be composted. Nineteen pounds of dinnerware ended
up in the trash cans. These are all
statistics from last week’s article
on the AP Environmental Science
class’s tests of cafeteria trash.
Here are a few more statistics: 59 Missouri MetroBus
routes. Seventeen Illinois MetroBus routes. Two Metrolink
lines with 37 total Missouri and

Illinois stations. One 15 minute
walk from SLUH (Central West
End Station). Two buses that run
on Oakland Avenue. $145 student
semester passes available for purchase here at SLUH.
The statistics listed above
are alarming in many ways. Why
don’t students here recycle? Laziness? That’s someone else’s job,
not mine?
Why don’t students at SLUH
take advantage of Metro? As stated above, we have two bus routes
that run on Oakland Avenue: the
59 Dogtown, which runs between
the Rock Hill Loop and the Central West End Station, and the
57X Clayton Road, which runs
between the intersection of Ozark

Trail and Clayton Road and
SLUH.
Most people probably don’t
think about it, but each time
someone buys something in St.
Louis County, they pay a sales tax
to support Metro. If you’re already
paying for it, then why not use it?
Student bus passes are available for purchase in the cafeteria. Each pass lasts for an entire
semester and allows the owner
access to all regular buses and
trains. I would estimate that my
$145 pass is saving me quite a
chunk of change since I’ll probably use $500 worth of rides this
semester.
I realize that not everyone
can take the Metro to school.

Some people live an hour away,
and it just wouldn’t work. But for
most students here, Metro works
and it should be the first option.
When will we as a SLUH
community seriously begin to
think about sustainability and our
impact on the environment? To
be a Jesuit school means to have
an awareness of environmental
and sustainability issues affecting
our world. We have two choices:
we can either stick our heads in
the sand and pretend that sustain-

ability is not an issue at SLUH, or
we can work together as a community to ensure that sustainability is a way of life at SLUH, not
just a nice afterthought.
There are plenty of things
people can do. Take the Metro
to school. Recycle. Join the Environmental Club. Just make the
environmentally-friendly choice.
Stephen Lumetta
Class of 2014

Editors
Matt Cooley, Joe Klein, Nate Heagney, Jack Witthaus
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ASPIRE Program announced
(continued from page 1)
didates that fit that criteria that we
can stick with them from fourth
grade all the way into SLUH,” said
Clatto. “It gets them on campus.
It gets them used to SLUH. When
you’re from a Catholic school,
you’re already used to a SLUH,
used to a DeSmet. But when
you’re going to St. Louis Public
Schools or used to Hazelwood
school district, half the challenge
is getting those kids on campus
and getting them used to our expectations.”
While the goal of ASPIRE
isn’t only to recruit students to
come to SLUH, it certainly is a
priority of the program. ASPIRE
looks to identify potential students to get them on track earlier
in their schooling in order to better prepare them to be accepted
into SLUH and to do well at the
school.
“Considering how challenging it can be to get in here, we
thought about what we can and
should be doing in fourth, fifth,
sixth, seventh grade to help students, knowing that if they haven’t
had some of the same support as
students from the other (grade)
schools, they are not going to be
ready for success,” said Clatto
Clatto began the process of
proposing ASPIRE last school
year, as he looked at similar programs at other Jesuit schools.
“In particular, the program
hopes to help students who show
potential, but whose potential
might for one reason or another
not have been realized,” said Clatto.
“There’s a lot of quality kids
that either have had poor science
or math or English backgrounds.
And they can’t get in here because
of a standardized test score, or
they slipped up,” said Clatto.
However, programs such as
Upward Bound and Walkabout
already work with many of those
same students, particularly students from St. Louis City and
minority students that ASPIRE
would hope to draw. The question
arises of whether or not ASPIRE
would step on the toes of some
of those existing programs. But
Clatto said that the hope of ASPIRE would be to perhaps funnel students into those programs
and take advantage of the existing
framework of SLUH’s summer
programs.
“The neat thing about ASPIRE, and the thing people will
not be alarmed about, is we will
still have our sixth-grade enrichment and still have seventh-grade
enrichment,” said Clatto. “So underneath the ASPIRE umbrella,
kids will still be able to take classes they want to take, getting them
on campus and getting them prepared.
Director of Upward Bound
Chuck Hussung added that he
didn’t forsee ASPIRE taking away
from Upward Bound much, if at
all.
“Our goal (at Upward
Bound) is pretty fine-bore,” said
Hussung. “In some ways they’re
building something around us. So
depending on how big ASPIRE
gets, they could squeze us, I guess,
but I don’t think it’s inevitable that
it does.”
But ASPIRE will not even
have students old enough for Up-

ward Bound in those age levels
for at least three years. And while
Principal John Moran said that
there is no doubt that the program will happen, the logistics
are very much a work in progress.
ASPIRE has yet to select teachers
or narrow in on a specific curriculum for classes.
However, Assistant Principal
for Mission Jim Linhares noted
that the main question looming
is funding for the program. While
there will be tuition, the cost will
be covered for families who cannot pay.
Clatto, however, said he
didn’t forsee finances being much
of an issue, given the demand in
the area.
“We don’t see it being too
hard to subsidize a program like
this, especially given the state of
education in the city,” said Clatto.
“Having worked in the public
schools all those years, families
are clamoring for something to
help their child.”
Clatto added that the Minority Alumni Reunion last Friday
might have sparked some momentum in fundraising efforts for
programs like ASPIRE.
“The feeling that came out
of last Friday was amazing,” said
Clatto. “The adults had a great
time and they want to give back.
Here’s an opportunity for them to
be able to give back.”
Overall, the idea of of a program that draws minority kids is
not altogether surprising, given
Clatto’s progressive efforts so far
in his three years here and the
emphasis Moran has placed on
diversity.
Linhares discussed how
SLUH’s Jesuit mission involves
embracing change and diversity
of all sorts while also not giving
up on the longstanding tradition
SLUH has. And ASPIRE would be
one way to integrate some diversity with tradition.
“In short, we should be reaching out and sharing that tradition
and heritage we have to offer,” said
Linhares.
Hussung, who has been
teaching at SLUH for 20 years,
said that when he gets a chance
to see that diversity active in his
English classes, it enriches the
learning and teaching experiment.
“America is diversity. So as
we work on this, it’s part of being
an American school. When diversity works well it’s a joyful thing—
a connection to people that are
and aren’t the same as you.
“When I feel that pull in the
classroom, I’m pretty grateful,”
said Hussung.
SLUH plans to send out postcards for ASPIRE to possible applicants in the upcoming months,
while also working to hammer
out details on the location and
teachers of the programs.

Henry Jones reacts at the ceremony before last Friday’s game against CBC.

Minority alumni homecoming reception
prompts interest in diversity programs
photo | Ben Hilker

SLUH alumni gather in the J-wing for SLUH’s first-ever Minority Homecoming.

by Matt Cooley
EDITOR IN CHIEF

A

bout 60 St. Louis U. High
alumni attended the first-ever Minority Alumni Homecoming Reception last Friday, sharing
memories with each other, learning about SLUH’s current programs, and watching as former
Buffalo Bill Henry Jones ’86 had
his SLUH jersey retired.
The event attracted attendees from as far away as New York,
Atlanta, and Tennessee for cocktails, tours, and presentations
from SLUH administrators, and
the jersey retirement ceremony
before the football team played
CBC.
Assistant Principal for Diversity Chip Clatto initially began
planning the event because he
sensed the need for a reunion of
minority alumni.
“After meeting with several
African-American SLUH alums,
we felt a need to try to bring people back together,” said Clatto.
But the event was more than
just a reunion; Clatto saw an opportunity to “kill two birds with
one stone” and honor Jones,
whose NFL career of 12 years is
the longest of any SLUH alum.
Having Jones’s jersey retirement on the program certainly
increased the appeal of the reception for some alumni. Kevin Holiday, ’92, who remembered meeting Jones with some of his high
school teammates at a University
of Illinois football camp, was excited about the opportunity to
honor Jones.
“When Mr. Clatto told me
that they were retiring his number, I knew there was no way I was
going to miss that,” said Holiday.
For Jones, who flew in with

his family from his home in Atlanta to attend his jersey retirement, the entire day was packed
with activities. After speaking
at an all-school pep rally during Activity Period, he addressed
the football team privately. Then
Jones, SLUH’s football coaches,
and a group of minority football
players traveled to the St. Louis
Raquet Club for lunch, where a
few of Jones’ friends made a surprise appearance. Jones then attended the reception for cocktails
and dinner. After dinner, Jones
and his SLUH head coach Paul
Martel unveiled his retired jersey
in the football stadium.
Jones is only the second
SLUH player to have his number
retired; the first was NBA Hallof-Famer “Easy Ed” Macauley
’45, whose jersey was retired in
2009 during the first game in the
Danis Field House. A large banner depicting Macauley hangs on
the east wall of the Field House.
To give Jones’s retired number
a similarly permanent display, a
blue sign with Jones’s number 42
now hangs on the front of the stadium press box. Jones will take his
framed jersey home.
Jones wasn’t the only one
who enjoyed the chance to relive
memories of SLUH on Friday.
“It’s been ten years since I
was a student, but walking into
the stadium, you know, you’ve got
the band playing, you’ve got guys
walking up and down the track, it
reminds you pretty easily of the
great times when you used to be
there,” said Kwofe Coleman, ’01.
“It was great to have an excuse to
go check out a high school football game and experience some of
those fun feelings again.”
Alumni enjoyed the chance

to relive old memories and meet
with former teachers and friends.
Holiday was surprised to meet
the student—a freshman when he
was a senior—he drove to school
every day and whom he hadn’t
seen since he graduated.
But the event wasn’t just
about reliving the past. For Clatto, a major purpose of the event
was to reacquaint alumni with
SLUH’s current programs and get
them involved in initiatives for
the future. The dinner program
included short tours, which gave
alumni views of the Danis Field
House, construction on the renovated commons, and other recent
improvements to the campus.
Clatto also announced the
plans for ASPIRE, a program to
help prepare younger minority students for a SLUH education (see story starting on page
1). SLUH’s jazz band and senior
hammer dulcimer player John
Brommell provided musical entertainment for the dinner.
According to Clatto, minority students are less likely to continue to stay connected to SLUH
on their own, and the reception
was a way for them to be welcomed back to campus.
“A lot of the minority students who come here … their
fathers didn’t go here, their uncles didn’t go here. So once they
graduate, for the most part, there’s
a disconnect. So we have to be
proactive to invite them back in,”
said Clatto.
This wasn’t the case for all
alumni at the reception, though.
Some minority alumni have already been getting involved in diversity programs. Coleman, who
was president of the Association
for Cultural Enrichment at SLUH
(ACES) while he was a student,
met with Clatto before the reception to find ways to continue to be
involved in diversity at SLUH.
“I met with Mr. Clatto earlier
this spring just to see what was
going on, especially with ACES
being something I had done in
the past,” said Coleman. “He was
discussing a lot of ideas to get
alumni more involved. So when I
got the (invitation for the reception), it was definitely something
I wanted to do.”
According to Clatto, the recontinued on page 6
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I

t was the barnburner game
of the year: the 1984 football
matchup between the 7-1 St.
Louis U. High Jr. Bills and the 8-0
Hazelwood Central Hawks. The
Hawks claimed the No. 1 football
team title in Missouri.
Beneath the cries of Hawk
cheerleaders and a huge SLUH
student section, the Nov. 2 contest
at SLUH started as a race.
On the third play of the game,
the Hawks, on their own 25, ran a
sweep to the highly-touted junior
running back Tony Van Zant,
who sliced through diving SLUH
defenders like a knife through
butter. It didn’t look like anyone
could catch the streaking Van
Zant, who had managed to fly
down the far sideline to SLUH’s
territory.
Seventeen-year-old SLUH
junior Henry Jones had angled
himself on a collision course toward Van Zant. With his head
flailed back and his arms pumping madly, he charged to grab Van
Zant.
And then, WHAM!
The great running back was
brought down by a flying Jones,
who had managed to wrap his
powerful arms around Van Zant
and knock him out of bounds at
the 10-yard line.
The SLUH student section
erupted and the momentum had
shifted toward the Jr. Bills. Jones’
defensive gem helped SLUH hang
on to upset Hazelwood Central
12-7.
“Oh the people went nuts!”
Athletic Director Dick Wehner
exclaimed. “We had a full house
here. I mean it was really something. … (Jones’ tackle) was like
one of those classic Animal Planet
prey versus the predator. I mean,
it was a classic.”
Born Dec. 29, 1967, Henry
Jones grew up in a pretty safe,
working class neighborhood in
North St. Louis off of Gaersche
Avenue. Throughout his childhood, Jones played outside mostly—football in the street and basketball in the park.
“I always had everything I
needed,” Jones said. “My mother
and father always provided for
me. I was very happy.”
His mother, a nurse, and
his now deceased father, a selfemployed concrete finisher,
worked hard to send Jones to
school.
Jones went to Corpus Christi. He found out about SLUH
through a middle school basketball tournament. At his mother’s insistence, he went through
SLUH’s Upward Bound program.
His mother didn’t want him to go
to Northwest High School.
In 1982, Jones was accepted
to SLUH and started playing
freshman football and basketball.
He quit basketball after sophomore year and stuck with football.
“He was an outstanding
player both offensively and defensively,” legendary SLUH football
coach Paul Martel recalled. “He
was a running back (his senior
year) on offense and he was a type
of guy that had good skills and

The 1985 SLUH football team team captains pose for a photo. From left to right, Henry Jones, Dan Herzberg, Doug Kamp, and John Franke.

great hands.”
“He was quick,” Wehner said.
“He could really glide. As a defensive back he had great recovery skills as far as pass defense
was concerned. … It’s God-given
talent. I mean, he would go, like,
zero to 60 in the first step. I mean,
he was just that quick.”
His junior year in 1984 was
his first on the varsity squad.
Jones proved himself on defense
during the Jr. Bills’ 10-2 season.
He was a strong reason why the Jr.
Bills recorded seven shutouts, including the blanking of their first
three opponents, St. Mary’s, Vianney, and Webster Groves.
Vianney, at the time, was
starting future NFL quarterback
Trent Green against Jones in the
secondary.
“Henry and Trent Green really had some battles,” Wehner
said. “They had some great, great
battles.”
Jones began grabbing the
headlines late in his junior year
and throughout his senior year
at SLUH. During a thrashing of
the 1984 DeSmet “Billbusters”
(named because DeSmet claimed
they could knock off the undefeated Jr. Bills that season and
influenced by the 1984 release of
Ghostbusters), Jones’ tackles were
described as “vicious” in the Prep
News.
Soon, Jones’ speed influenced
the coaching staff to put him in on
the offensive side as well as the defensive.
“I do remember during his
senior year, Mr. Kornfeld went
to (head coach Paul Martel) and
said, ‘Henry is a playmaker. We
have to get him the ball on offense.’ So we moved him to halfback,” Wehner said.
By that point, Jones had proven himself to be a team leader.
“He was a leader on the defense, no question,” Martel said.
“He was an inspiration to the rest
of the ballclub also. Henry did a
good job.
“He gained a lot of respect
with his teammates. I think Henry
was a pretty good instrument in
trying to get other people to realize what they could do also if they
worked hard. Anything you could
say Henry could do, he could do if

he wanted to do it.”
other player I’ve coached is that Bowl in 1992 during the best seaJones was named captain he kept on getting better in leaps son of his career. He later played
during his senior year in 1985. and bounds,” Wehner said. “Did for the Minnesota Vikings in 2001
He didn’t disappoint. Against St. I think he would be a Division I and the Atlanta Falcons in 2002.
Mary’s, Jones rushed for 101 yards prospect his senior year? Yes. Did
His NFL career totals: 18 infor a 28-7 victory. He was named I think he would be drafted in the terceptions for 455 yards and 4
the Channel 5 “Athelete of the NFL? No. Did I think would be touchdowns.
Week.” On Oct. 24, Jones recov- drafted (in the first round)? Hell
Outside the football field,
ered a fumble in a huge upset over no. Did I think he would be NFL Jones met his wife, Joanna, in
Jefferson City, 17-15. It would be material? He would have to work 1999 at a Golds Gym in Atlanta.
one of the finest games he ever hard. … It was a testimony to how Both of them enjoyed working
played.
good he got.”
out—Joanna competed for Miss
“When we beat Jeff City at
The success followed Jones Fitness USA.
Jeff City, Henry went absolutely to the Buffalo Bills. Because of
In 2005, Jones worked for
crazy,” Wehner said.
his hard work and dedication to Merrill Lynch as a financial adviThe Jr. Bills ended the 1985 the game, Jones was drafted 26th sor. He quit in 2006 to pursue what
season 9-4, losing in the playoffs.
overall. Jones promptly appeared he loved: training. In 2009, Jones
The biggest thing Jones as a safety in three consecutive became certified for strength and
learned at SLUH was time man- Bills Super Bowls’ in 1991, 1992, conditioning. Along with his job,
agement.
and 1993.
Jones coaches freshman football.
“I learned how to be a stu“Those were some of the
Jones and his wife now raise
dent-athlete at SLUH,” Jones said. greatest memories I’ve had,” Jones three kids in Atlanta: Jordan 15,
“I learned how to go to practice said. “Nothing like coming out of Jada 11, and Jasmine 10.
and get home late at night. Grab that tunnel and running into that
“You talk about a kid who
a quick dinner and get my work stadium. It’s a fantastic feeling, it’s grew up in North St. Louis in
done, which was usually a big like a dream. You are almost float- a pretty tough neighborhood,”
work load. When I got to college, ing.”
Wehner said. “Became a pretty
it was a lot easier transition for me
Wehner remembers Jones good student. Went to a Big 10
coming from a prep school.”
playing a regular season game school. Got his college degree.
After that, Jones inked a against the Arizona Cardinals.
Played in the NFL. And then, afscholarship with the University
“They were playing the ter it’s all said and done he falls
of Illinois and was promptly red- Arizona Cardinals at Arizona,” back on that college degree. I
shirted the next season. Physi- Wehner said. “The Cardinals mean, that’s success.”
cally, he was not prepared, as he lined up for an onside kick. Buf“Henry had great ability and
spent most of the summer just flao lined up with their all-hands good talent,” Martel said. “The
horsing around.
team out because they are expect- neat part about it was that Henry
That year, however, he ing an on-side kick. … (The kick- worked hard to improve on the
changed his attitude and hit the er) hits a two-hopper to Henry, talents he had … Those are things
weight room. Academically, and Henry catches it on the dead you don’t teach. You develop
Jones was well prepared for the run. He went about 50 yards for a them on your own. And Henry
difficult curriculum at Illinois be- touchdown.”
was pretty good at it.”
cause of SLUH.
Jones was named to the Pro
photo | Thomas Williams
His hard
work paid off.
At
Illinois,
Jones played
in three bowl
games:
the
All-American
Bowl in 1988,
the
Florida
Citrus Bowl
in 1990, and
the 1991 Hall
of Fame Bowl.
J o n e s
ended up majoring in psychology.
“I think
what makes
Henry different than any Former football coach Paul Martel (left) and Henry Jones unveil Jones’s 42 jersey.
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Hallway

Art

Prep News staff reporter
Adam Thorp takes a walk
through the J-wing with
consultant Robert Bannister
to find some of the building’s hidden masterpieces.
by Adam
STAFF

Thorp

S

t. Louis U. High’s halls are covered with artwork, much of
which is out of sight and out of
mind to any student walking the
halls. The threat of jutting elbows
and twisting backpacks mean that
many of the hallways at SLUH remain largely bare. But SLUH has
190 pieces of art, though many
hang hanged in places little-used
by students. Consultant Robert Bannister, a former principal
at SLUH who is responsible for
tracking SLUH’s artwork, showed
me some of the hidden jewels.
The excursion begins in Bannister’s office. Leaning against the
walls of the office are pieces that
SLUH does not have room to
post. Bannister points out a black,
metal crucifix by Brother Mel, an
area artist and Brother of Mary.
Coming out of the room, we
see a painting of a barren scene
bisected by barbed wire, tellingly
called “Desolate Hills.”
“This, right in here, they almost wanted to borrow it for the
art museum—(the museum) just
did a program on this artist, Joe
Jones, about four months ago.
With the theme they were showing, this one wouldn’t have fit
in, but we would have lent it to
them,” said Bannister.
The President’s office at the
front of the school is uncrowded
and well-ventilated, and is a perfect spot for the art.
“This is a place where students, parents, and visitors come
in, so it’s not a bad place— and
you have some protection,” said

Top: stained glass windows depict North American Martyrs in the stairwell
between the Currigan Room and North American Martyrs Chapel. Bottom:
wooden statues of North American Martyrs behind the chapel’s altar.

Bannister.
In the third floor hallway, to
either side, are black and white
depictions of moments in American history by Caleb Bingham.
The paintings are titled “Martial
Law,” “Stump Speech,” and “Jolly
Boatmen.”
“They probably belong more
in a history classroom. These are
some of the themes that were going on as the nation was developing.”
“Most of this art that this donor has given us is either by St.
Louisans or about St. Louis,” said
Bannister. “Joe Jones, for example
actually grew up in Ste. Genevive,
but he was from St. Louis.”
In the third floor hallway, approaching the conference rooms,
is a print of Union Station titled
“Cotton Belt” made from an engraving by John Lowell. There is
also an illustration of how trans-

portation evolved in Missouri
from oxcart to airplane.
“This one, this one and that
one,” said Bannister, pointing out
three small paintings in golden
frames. “These were all part of the
Backer estate. Mrs. Backer and
Mr. Backer toured Europe and
bought some of these. They hung
them up in their home and when
she passed away, they came to
us,” said Bannister. The pieces are
“Guild Hall London,” “London
Scene,” and “St. Paul’s” and date
from the turn of the century. They
were painted by Albert Pisa.
The Oakland Avenue entrance is a fertile ground for art.
A piece by a SLUH graduate sits
above the landing going up the
stairs between the switchboard
and the second floor and shows
boxcars next to a grain depot.
At the bottom of the stairs
is the painting “Breakers” by
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The Volume 76 Prep News
opinion section serves the purpose of being the vehicle of the
personal opinions of students,
faculty, or others. All topics discussed in the section will be related to St. Louis University High
School.
Nothing published either as
an editorial or as a letter to an
editor should be considered the
opinion of the school, the administration, or anyone other than its
author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is the
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particular topic.
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sometimes under the guidance of,
the Prep News editors.
Every member of the SLUH
community is welcomed and encouraged to submit a letter to the
editors. Every letter received by
the editors will be read and given
consideration. All letters must be
signed, but the author’s name may
be withheld from publication by
request and at the discretion of
the editors.
The Prep News editors reserve the right to edit any submissions for publication in order to
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meet grammatical standards, but
they will not skew the author’s
original intent. Also, the editors reserve the right to withhold
from publication any submission
if it is deemed vulgar, tasteless,
or otherwise inappropriate. Authors should be available for the
editors to contact them before
publication to address matters of
concern.
All authors wishing to have
letters published must submit
them by 4:00 p.m. the Wednesday
before the letter is to be published.
Letters should be e-mailed to
prepnews@sluh.org, and if possible a signed copy should be given
to a Prep News editor or moderator or mailed to the Prep News
courtesy of St. Louis University
High School, 4970 Oakland, St.
Louis, MO 63110.

Blanche Skrainka. The painting is
layered with visible ridges of paint
and shows a cliff with seagulls. If
you draw your eyes to the whitecaps in the lower left hand corner,
the top of the whitecaps in the
foreground seem to transform
into gulls.
We climb back up the stairway to the Ignatian Conference
Room.
“Originally this was the Jesuit chapel. They built it in the
1940’s,” said Bannister. Pointing
out recesses at regular intervals in
the walls, Bannister said, “Every
one of these had two altars.” Now,
small wood carvings are embedded into the wall to each side, and
a religious portrait hangs in the
middle.
Beyond the wall, behind
the altar of the chapel proper, a
row of knee-high wooden statues stand. “Carved statues of the
North American Martyrs. Those
are spectacular,” said Bannister.
“Most people don’t even know
those are up here.
Leading down from the Ignatian Conference Room to the
Currigan room is a little used
stairwell. Halfway up the stairs,
illuminated by the light outside,
three small stained-glass windows
light the landing.
“These are even better,” said
Bannister. “I would love to have
the students see these, but most
of the students never come down
this way.”
The subjects of the tiny win-

dows are three North American
martyrs. In the middle is Isaac Joges, a Jesuit missionary in a black
robe with an upstretched arm
grasping a cross. His other hand
is wrapped around Bible. One of
his fingers is cut off at the joint—
according to the story of Saint
Isaac, his finger was cut off during
missionary work. He is flanked by
two laymen, who were also martyred.
By the Theology office are
framed, faded pieces of paper
showing a man surrounded by
goats and sheep, probably representing Christ, and mother with
a child, probably the Virgin Mary
and baby Jesus. The origin of
these pieces are less clear.
“Some of it’s been here since
the building was built. I don’t have
any records on some of these. Nobody wrote whose they were, or
who donated them,” said Bannister.
Bannister continues to look
for places to put the art where
more students can see it.
“We’re looking for places to
hang some of the art,” said Bannister “People’s offices, and I’d love to
get them into classes. (Teachers)
move around so much that not
everyone has the same classroom
all the time. What works with one
person might not work there. I’m
in the process of trying to see if
certain things are applicable with
whatever they are teaching. Then
they could have that kind of stuff
in their room.”
photo | John Webb

“Jolly Boatmen,” a painting which hangs in the third floor hallway.

Minority alumni attend reception
(continued from page 4)
ception made many alumni more
interested in getting involved in
SLUH’s diversity efforts.
“A lot of schools have minority alumni associations. They want
to start one now. They want to
start tutoring, they want to start
giving internship opportunities
to our students,” said Clatto. “This
discussion had not been had before.”
“I think (alumni involvement) will help to put a face to the
strengths of diversity,” said Christopher Bowers, ’92. “I plan to help
out in any way that I’m asked.”
Clatto was pleased with the

event and the response it generated, and plans to make a minority alumni reception a biannual event. The date has been set
for the next reception: Sept. 27,
2013. And while no other legendary athletes are on Clatto’s radar
to have their jerseys retired, he
hopes that the number of alumni
who attend and the number of
activities the school offers as part
of the reception will both grow in
the future.
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New club spotlight

P Nback

Small talk about government:
SLUH Libertarians organize
by Brian Seckfort
REPORTER

A

new club has emerged at St.
Louis U. High. The Libertarians Club is brand new and is
looking forward to a great year
advocating their political beliefs.
What is a libertarian? “A libertarian is someone who believes
in maximum freedom and minimum government. Government
should invade in social and economic freedoms as little as possible,” said Jesse Keipp, the president of the club.
The goal of the Libertarians
Club is to, “Educate ourselves and
others as to the ideas of libertarianism and the ideology and cultivate a better understanding and
appreciation within our club and
within the school community,”
said Keipp.
With this in mind, a few
members of the Libertarians Club
helped with the 9/11 flag raising

in Forest Park.
Librarian Eleanora McCarthy was chosen as the moderator
for the club. She willingly accepted while still balancing her role as
the moderator of the Sodality of
Mary. She is not unfamiliar with
political clubs because she used to
moderate the Young Republicans
Club. However, she wants the
students to get active in politics
no matter what party. McCarthy
mentioned setting up debates
between the Young Republicans,
Young Democrats, and the Libertarians Club.
The Libertarians Club meets
every Thursday in room 215C.
“It is a real relaxed atmosphere;
everyone’s welcome, anyone’s welcome. Feel free to join, sit in, listen, talk,” Keipp said.
At the first meeting the club
had about 17 members, but they
always want more people to join
and share in the discussion.
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Homework help

NHS Walk-In Tutoring

The National Honor Society will offer walk-in tutoring every Monday
during Activity Period and every
Friday after school in room 215c.
The first tutoring session will be
held next Thursday, Sept. 29.
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Flash

Oct. 24, 1980
There’s a New Kid in Town!
By Mike Dell’Orco

Ignatius statue will move
with SLUH’s front entrance
(continued from page 1)
students),” Cummings said.
Despite the Jesuits’ satisfaction with the move, not all students agree.
Senior and Student Council
(STUCO) vice president Jimmy
Griffard said that he didn’t feel
like the statue was something that
St. Louis U. High should show off,
and also said that he liked St. Ignatius’ current location.
“I kind of like it being at the
center of SLUH, you know, like
looking out over the area, all the
kids are playing on the field, it’s
just kind of a nice presence to
have there,” Griffard said,
Senior Joe Mungenast is
indifferent to where the statue
makes its home.
“To me, its a pretty neat
statue, but moving it probably
wouldn’t affect much,” Mungenast
said.
Rankin said that they eventually plan to get a statue to stand
where St. Ignatius currently
stands. SLUH has some noble
ideas regarding whom that statue
will be.
“St. Louis, being our patron
saint, is definitely a statue that
could be brought into the area
currently occupied by St. Ignatius,” Rankin said.
The sculptor, William Doyle,
S.J., was an art teacher at SLUH
and sculpted the statue in 1979

and 1980. According to Cummings, Doyle originally thought
the project was too big, but Cummings pressured him, and eventually, Cummings was the one who
drove Doyle to New Mexico to get
the statue cast.
This will not be the first time
St. Ignatius has been moved. The
statue was in two other places
prior to coming to its current location. When the statue made its
first appearance at SLUH in October of 1980, it stood overlooking the Oakland parking lot, but it
was moved because of fear that St.
Ignatius would be bumped into
by cars. Then it was moved to the
northeast corner of Alumni Park,
near the stairs along the J-wing,
where Rankin remembers it being
when he was a student at SLUH.
The statue was moved to its
current location when Alumni
Park was redone. Cummings said
that the move to the main entrance is in line with the aim of
the prior moves, barring the move
from the parking lot: to give the
statue a higher visibility
Rankin hopes that by moving
the statue, more people will see
what is already an iconic part of
SLUH.
“(St. Ignatius) is the most
recognizable statue here,” Rankin
said.
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

I was strolling around the upper field last Tuesday when I
noticed a huge bronze statue
in Alumni Park. Being the
outgoing type, I went over and
introduced myself. His name
was Saint Ignatius Loyola, but
don’t let the “saint” fool you;
“Iggy” is a wild and crazy statue
once you get to know him. He
disclosed a heavenly revelation
when he told me that he weighs
over a ton and is covered in
$12,000 worth of bronze.
“My original creator is
God,” said St. Iggy, “but Fr.
Doyle did a heckuva job of
cloning me.”
The man who made the
Jesuits what they are showed
me the light by saying, “No, it
wasn’t a crane that put me here,
but only some Polish jebby who
kept calling everyone a burrhead that put me where I stand
today.”
He seems to like it here at
the U. High, but commented,
“This business of exams during
the World Series has got to go!”
That, Fr. Dressel, is straight
from the mouth of the founder
of the old S.J. himself! I then
asked him if he was being protected from vandals.
“For sure!” he replied. “As
a matter of fact, Fr. Hagan and
his rifle team are equipped with
M-16’s to prevent pigeons from
using me as an Iggy-on-theSpot!”
He also mentioned that
he sleeps only from 1 to 2 p.m.
Monday through Friday, which
by coincidence is the same time
that Doc Gavin’s senior English
class meets.
St. Ignatius stated that he’s
only had one strange experience so far. It seems that some
PE coach stared long and hard
into our hero before muttering,
“Darn! What good is this thing
if ah can’t see mah perty reflection!”
While being very content
with his viewpoint of his favorite school, Iggy noted, “Hey!
We don’t need this, Coach! If
you want to complain, go to
DeSmet, go sit in a cornfield
for all I care! I’ve got a Jesuit
and two pigeons to support,
and I’ve got my master’s …”
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Soccer falls to Oakville in CYC Tournament
Varsity beats Kirkwood and St. Dominic as record 7-2-1 (1-0 MCC)

by James Boeckmann
REPORTER

S

t. Louis U. High’s matchup
against Oakville Wednesday
presented a classic do-or-die
round robin matchup in the CYC
Tournament. SLUH was 2-0 in
the tournament, and Oakville
had one win and one tie, so it
was the cliché-ridden ‘win-andyou’re-in’ game.
There is no hip saying, however, to describe the tough 2-0
loss the Jr. Bills were dealt by
Oakville. After the game, the
players stared down at their own
feet as they walked across the
field to the bench, clearly disgusted, and ready for the opinions of
their disappointed coaches.
As usual, SLUH began the
game with good control of the
ball, but couldn’t quite create the
right scoring chance because of
turnovers in the final third of the
field. The Jr. Bills couldn’t finish
the chances they had, hitting the
post or missing the net on a few
chances.
Before the game, senior Logan Welge said the main issue the
team was facing was their inability to finish.
“We had a lot of opportunities against Kirkwood but didn’t
bury a lot of them,” said Welge.
Coach Charlie Martel addressed the Jr. Bills’ failure to
score by saying the main issue

was that the team’s “technique is
not good.”
“We’re not getting the ball
down,” said Martel. “Also the final
pass is not a good pass, and we’re
not making good decisions about
when to shoot.”
Halfway through the first
half, SLUH failed to clear the ball
out of its box, and an Oakville
forward got the loose ball and
chipped it over sophomore goalie Guillame Delabar for the first
goal of the game. Just over five
minutes later, Oakville created
another turnover in SLUH’s end,
and their attacker finished the
goal nicely off the side post.
Toward the end of the half,
Welge was denied a sliding goal
by a desperation save that would
make NHL legend Martin Brodeur proud. Welge’s attempt was
the closest SLUH came to scoring in the half, which ended with
SLUH down 2-0, a deficit that
they hadn’t seen so early in a
game yet this season.
“They scored their only two
real chances. We were dominating the whole first half,” said senior Joey Ferber after the game.
Early in the first half Delabar
suffered a concussion after a collision with an Oakville striker, and
sophomore Jack Robinson took
his place. He wasn’t really put to
work, however, as SLUH turned
up the pressure. Senior Sam Steu-

rer was moved up to the midfield
in attempt to generate more offense, and SLUH did hold the ball
in Oakville’s end well, but they
still couldn’t get any really good
shots off, and failed to score for
the rest of the game.
“The first 25 or 30 minutes
of that game was some of the best
soccer we played all year. It was
a shame we couldn’t get the first
goal,” said Martel about the game.
In the first matchup with St.
Dominic this week (not a part of
the CYC tournament), Robinson
got his first start of the season
in goal. Despite SLUH’s poorlyplayed first half, he wasn’t really
tested. Both teams created a few
chances but couldn’t the ball on
goal. After a sloppy Jr. Bill half,
the game was still scoreless.
Early in the second half,
however, senior Mason Suess sent
senior Ryan Merrifield through
towards the corner of the box.
Merrifield beat his man on the
inside and passed the ball to senior Paul Buehler, who put away
the first goal of the game with a
textbook inside of the foot finish.
Later in the half, Buehler was
denied another goal by a questionable call. Senior Joey Gasperoni beat his man nicely, but the
last defender tried to drag him
down. While going down, Gasperoni sent a great ball to Buehler
for a breakaway, but the ref called

a foul instead of playing the clear
advantage.
Late in a still scoreless game,
St. Dominic blew an easy breakaway chance, and the game ended
1-0 in SLUH’s favor.
SLUH’s second meeting
with the Crusaders was just as
close. Once again, the Jr. Bills did
not quite perform as expected.
Buehler was the main playmaker
in the first half, beating defenders
and creating scoring chances, but
SLUH couldn’t grab a goal in the
first half.
Finally the Jr. Bills put something together with 15 minutes to
go in the game. Midfield anchor
Welge sent a perfect through ball
to U. City hero Ferber to set him
up one-on-one with the goalie,
and Ferber drove the ball right
past him for the go-ahead goal
and what turned out to be the

STATE SOCCER CHAMPIONSHIP
MOVING WEST
High school soccer boys and girls championships will
move from the Anheuser-Busch Center Park to suburban
Kansas city after 25 years at the site. This will be the first
time since soccer became state-sanctioned in 1968 that the
championship has not been held in the St. Louis area. Missouri State High School Activities Association officials cited
finances as the reason for the move.

Barry bright spot in swimiming loss to Lafayette
Meet features new, wider variety of events
by David Greaves
REPORTER

L

ast Thursday, the St. Louis
U. High swim and dive team
went head to head with Lafayette
in their third dual meet of the season. The Lafayette team handily
dominated SLUH swimmers and
took first in all of the swimming
events. On the brighter side, diver
and team captain Michael Barry
came in first place to lead the Jr.
Bills to a victory in the diving
portion of the meet.
An interesting addition to
this week’s meet was the inclusion
of the 400 Medley Relay, along
with several exhibition heats in
the other relays of the meet. This
meant adding many more swimmers to the lineup, including an
unusually large number of swimmers from the JV squad.
The MHSAA (Missouri
High School Athletic Association) Swim League is trying to
integrate a wider variety of events
into the meets, and the addition
of the 400 Medley was optional
for the coaches. They had already
been adding less-traditional
events to invitational such as the
upcoming DeSmet Invitational
this weekend.
“(The swim officials said)
let’s go ahead and do it in the dual
meets too ... and I jumped on
it,” explained head coach Rachel
Graczak.
More events that could be

added in the future include the
1000-yard Freestyle and the 400
Individual Medley.
The movement is motivated
by a desire to “mimic the events
of some of the club meets,” continued Graczak.
The trial run of the new
event was especially exciting for
the swimmers on JV who would
normally sit most meets out.
When asked how he liked
getting to swim, sophomore Joseph Edmunds replied, “It was
fun, felt good to be able to actually participate instead of just
watching. Seemed to give practice
a little more meaning when you
get to race in the meet.”
Freshman Peter Brooks said,
“I liked how the exhibition let the
JV guys get used to how relays
work and help get them practice
for relays in the future.”
As a result of the new event
and additional exhibition heats
of the meets, the meet turned out
a whopping 42 new or improved
times, a stunning number this
late in the season.
Having JV swimmers play an
active role in the meet also has its
benefits for coaches.
“It helps me get times for JV
MCCs,” Graczak said.
The addition of this new
event is likely the start to a change
in high school meets and the
range of ability able to participate
in them.

game-winner.
On Tuesday, SLUH played
Kirkwood in their second game
of the CYC Tournament. From
the beginning SLUH controlled
the ball, but when they got good
chances they didn’t finish well.
That changed in the first half
when a bad cross luckily bounced
through two Kirkwood defenders. Junior Zach Hoffman took
advantage and volleyed the ball
past the keeper high into the right
side of the net to break the ice.
In the second half SLUH
continued to dominate, and they
scored quickly when Suess flicked
a cross to junior Tony Bright, who
struck the ball cleanly into the
top shelf. Later, Gasperoni drew
a penalty kick, and Steurer drove
the penalty hard past a keeper
who never had a chance.

C Soccer:
(5-0)
by Jack Witthaus

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
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SLUH swimmer competes in a freestyle race. against Lafayette. The Jr. BIlls
failed to win any of their swim races, with the team’s only win coming in the
diving part of the meet.

F

reshman left centerback Michael LaDriere has lent his
strong defensive skills to championship caliber teams. Last year,
LaDriere played centerback for
the Mary Queen of Peace soccer
team City-County Champions.
This year, LaDriere has been
instrumental for St. Louis U.
High’s C Soccer team’s defense.
He’s part of the reason that the
team is 5-0 and hasn’t allowed a
single goal the entire season.
“It seems like we’ve got pretty good chemistry on the team,”
LaDriere said. “I love playing in
the games and being on a successful team.”
Last Tuesday, the Jr. Bills
blanked CBC 1-0 at home where
they suffered their first injury of
the season. Freshman Rocco Vienhage strained his hip flexor
after making a pass and had to
leave the game. He returned to
the squad on Wednesday and is
feeling a lot better.
“I’m pretty sure it is almost
healed,” Vienhage said. “I haven’t
practiced for a week though.”
The partially injured Vienhage has really enjoyed playing
soccer with team and hopes to
keep the winning streak alive.
“I think we are going to do
pretty well this year,” Vienhage
said. “Our team goal is to goal is
go undefeated.”
Tomorrow, the Jr. Bills will
square off against Granite City at
SLUH. Game time is 4:30.
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Defense raises the bar while touted offense sputters
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Football misses opportunities, unable to get ground game going
photo | Kyle Vogt

by Ryan Dowd
CORE STAFF

W

e live in a world of disenchantment, pain, and
frustration. Evil can triumph over
good. The hero does not always
emerge triumphantly victorious against sinister forces. Last
Friday, CBC grabbed fate by the
horns and defeated the righteous
St. Louis U. High football team
(1-3, 0-1 Metro Catholic Conference) to the tune of 34-7.
In a game that promised an
offensive showdown, one offense
struggled to recapture its mojo
while the other made a few crucial plays under fierce resistance.
CBC entered the game averaging
56 points on offense. The SLUH
defense, averaging 38 points before the game, held the CBC offense to 27 points (CBC had one
defense touchdown and missed
one extra point).
The SLUH defense seemed
to be the critical factor entering
the game after a disappointing
49-point performance against
Webster Groves. But last week the
SLUH defense did indeed bounce
back.
Head coach Gary Kornfeld
said, “I think it was our best defensive effort of the year.”
Football stats, while useful,
rarely tell the whole story. Aided
by the return of sophomore hit
man Mike Hall and the clever
defensive line substitutions by
defensive line coach Matt Buha,
the Jr. Bills held one of the area’s

Senior Reciever Stefan Sansone battles for more yards after one of his five catches last Friday. Turnovers and failed
red-zone opportunities doomed Sansone and the rest of the Jr. Bill offense and for the second week in a row, the Jr.
Bills were unable to muster much of an offensive attack in the game’s second half.

most productive offenses to 20
points until the fourth quarter.
Stats show that SLUH allowed
427 yards.
If the SLUH defense hopes
to improve further during the
year, they must keep the quarterback in the pocket and bring him
down when they force pressure.
The Jr. Bills had numerous chances to bring down CBC
quarterback Dalton Demos for
huge losses, but Demos always
slid away unscathed by the hair

on his chinny-chin-chin and
made big plays downfield.
“We make those plays, and
now we’re in the driver’s seat,”
said Kornfeld.
The defense could have had
an even better game if the offense
had not put them in tough spots
throughout the game. After the
opening drive ended with senior
quarterback Trevor McDonagh
throwing a 28-yard touchdown
pass to senior receiver Stefan Sansone, the Jr. Bill offense did not

Manmaker no match for SLUH XC
by Greg Fister
STAFF ARTIST

A

s the top 14 varsity runners
train for the Palatine race
in Illinois next weekend, the apprentices of Saint Louis U. High’s
fastest cross country runners,
especially underclassmen, have
showed remarkable talent in the
two races in the past week.
SLUH’s fastest cross country runners did not run in last
Saturday’s Paul Enke Invitational
at Sioux Passage Park or the Ed
White Warrior race in Arnold,
and though SLUH’s third-string
varsity did not take home championships at either race, these
races were a chance to highlight
some much younger racing skill.
The annual Paul Enke Invitational race at Sioux Passage Park
is a rite of initiation for SLUH
cross country runners, as it is the
first 5K that the freshmen run
and it features the monstrous hill
dubbed the Manmaker.
SLUH once again faced off
against the infamous Manmaker
Hill last Saturday, and again conquered the grassy devil.
Senior Nathan Fox, racing
varsity, described his experiences
on the hilly course: “It’s intense,
to see the hill before the race, especially if you know what it feels
like to run up it. The hill looks at
you and takes on a personality, almost egging you on.”
SLUH’s third-string varsity

runners placed 13th overall in the
meet. Sophomore Jerry Amsler
was SLUH’s first varsity finisher
with a time of 19:11 in 56th place,
and senior Nathan Fox was two
seconds behind him. The rest of
SLUH’s varsity team was composed of juniors and seniors, including team captain Josh ZinkDuda.
Amsler said he “took the
Manmaker itself slow, and after
that it was easy to pass people up
on the other hills.”
The SLUH runner with the
fastest time on the day, however,
was freshman Shayn Jackson, who
was the singular champion of the
freshman race, dashing across the
finish line at a time of 19:06. With
runners finishing in first through
fifth place and three more in the
top 12, SLUH (perhaps needless
to say) won the freshman race.
JV took third place, with senior
George Carroll finishing first for
SLUH in that race.
And just three days later,
the coaches reshuffled the thirdstring varsity team and sent them
to race on the flat, curvy course
at the Ed White Fox Warrior race
this Tuesday. This time, Jackson
and fellow freshman Garrett Fox
ran with varsity jerseys, leading
the team to a sixth place finish.
Coach Tom Flanagan praised
Jackson’s performance, especially
in his fast start, keeping his place
in the top 20 for most of the race

and losing no enthusiasm as he
crossed the finish in 15th place
with a time of 17:42.
Jackson said, “I never want to
finish a race with regrets; I know
what that’s like and I don’t like it.
On racing with a varsity jersey at
only his third cross country race
of his life, Jackson said, “It’s cool
to be on varsity, but it’s more fun
to run with the freshmen.”
Next for SLUH in the varsity
race were brothers Nathan and
Garret Fox and Sean McLaughlin,
in 30th, 31th, and 32nd places,
respectively. The JV team finished
second, led by sophomore Jacob
Breiner with a time of 18:30.
The U. High’s Fast Freshmen,
even without their top two runners, gained an overwhelming
victory in their division, this time
led by freshman Jack Sullivan, the
champion of the race with a time
of 18:20.
This weekend SLUH’s top
14 varsity cross country runners
travel to Palatine, Illinois, a suburb of Chicago, for the Palatine
Invitational Saturday morning.
Senior captain Joe Esswein
said, (the race) is a chance to see
how we rank in the (Midwest) region.
The course, said Esswein, is
mostly on a track, and therefore
the finishing times are traditionally much faster than in any Missouri race.

score a point or seriously threaten
again.
“They’re good for a reason,
and they’re good defensively and
did a good job on our guys,” said
Kornfeld.
It’s difficult to pinpoint exactly why the offensive production fell through. As in the Webster game, the running game
could never find traction in the
first half. The Jr. Bills rushed 21
times for 29 yards, a 1.4 yards
per carry average. Then early in

the third quarter a botched snap
deep in SLUH territory gave CBC
a free touchdown.
“When you play great teams
like we have the past two weeks,
you can’t make mistakes, and you
have to take advantage of the other team’s mistakes,” Kornfeld said.
At that point down 20-7, the
Jr. Bills tried to ride McDonagh
and the passing game to get back
in the game. But the Cadets continued to stymie the Jr. Bill attack for the rest of the night.
McDonagh finished 17 for 32 for
247 yards with one touchdown
and two interceptions. Going into
week five, McDonagh has passed
for 1055 yards, good for second
in the area.
Tonight, SLUH will square
off against Vianney at Vianney.
The SLUH offense has had success offensively over the years
versus the Vianney Golden Griffins. Current Arkansas running
back Ronnie Wingo, ’08, set the
single-game school record for
rushing yards and touchdowns
almost four years ago against
Vianney. McDonagh has historically had some of his best games
versus Vianney as well.
But Kornfeld said, “Is Vianney capable of beating us? You
betcha, especially at their place.”
The Jr. Bills hope to turn the
page of this season to Act II and
show that the good guys can defeat the dark forces of the MCC.

CROSS COUNTRY TOP TEN
TIMES THIS SEASON
Name 			Time 		Course
Joe Esswein 		

16:13 		

Forest Park

Nathan Rubbelke 		

16:15 		

Forest Park

Tom Laughlin 		

16:17		

Forest Park

Matt Nicholson 		

16:18 		

Forest Park

Michael McLaughlin

16:35 		

Forest Park

John Esswein 		

16:48 		

Forest Park

David Arredondo

16:50 		

Forest Park

Joe Archer 		

16:52 		

Forest Park

Tom Rubio 		

16:53 		

Forest Park

Peter Rackers 		

17:02 		

Forest Park

Correction
In last week’s issue of the Prep News, the caption for a
photo accompanying the cross country article identified
Joe Esswein as a sophomore. Joe, in fact, is a senior. The
Prep News regrets the error.
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Abeln finds inspiration through pain and loss
Neighbor Janet Esrock dies after injuries in car accident
by Nathan Rubbelke
CORE STAFF

G

ood luck, and I will see you
after the game.” Those were
the words Janet Esrock spoke to
her next-door neighbor, junior
offensive lineman Alec Abeln,
on Friday, Aug. 27, the morning
of the SLUH vs. Parkway North
game. Yet Abeln did not see Esrock that night—the next time he
saw her was in the Intensive Care
Unit (ICU) of St. John’s Mercy
hospital. Esrock was severely injured when her car was struck on
her way home from the game. Esrock passed away last Sunday.
To Abeln, Esrock was
like a second mom. He had grown
up with her, a next-door neighbor
for the past 16 years in their Chesterfield neighborhood. Growing
up, Abeln explained that Esrock
was a constant figure in his life,
always there to serve him.
“During the summer
(she was a teacher, and she would
be off), literally every day, we
would be over (at her house),
and she was offering to give us
rides before I could drive or just
keeping us entertained and doing stuff for us,” said Abeln. “(She
was) totally selfless, always generous, always thinking about others
and not worried about her own
needs.”
When it came time for
high school, and Friday nights
rolled around, Esrock became
Abeln’s biggest fan. She would
always be visible at games, cheering him on, sitting next to Abeln’s
parents. She rarely missed a game.
“Last year, I was hurt
for the second half of the season,
and she still showed up to about
half of the big games I wasn’t even
playing in. She was always there
for me, for whatever I needed her
for,” said Abeln.
So when it came time for
the 2011 season opener at Parkway North, there was no doubt
Esrock would be in attendance. A
thriller of a contest, SLUH fell 3835, on a last second field goal.
“After the game, obviously it was pretty upsetting,
losing a close game like that,” explained Abeln. “You’re not really
thinking about everything else,
just about that game. You go to
the after party and the parents
say, ‘Hey, good game’ and you just
think, ‘Whatever’.”
At the time, Abeln
couldn’t have imagined how his
life would be turned upside down
in the same night.
Following the team
party, Abeln drove home with his
dad, trailing his mom, who was
driving ahead. As they entered
Wild Horse Creek road, they
halted at the scene of an accident.
Abeln’s mother initially worried
that Alec and his father were involved in the accident.
“(We were) literally a
mile away from our house and the
road is blocked off for local traffic only. (My mom) calls to make
sure it wasn’t us because she heard
it was a black SUV. I was driving a
black SUV and she freaks out and
calls us and we tell her, ‘No, we

“

are still behind you,’” explained
Abeln.
It wasn’t until Abeln’s
mother neared the scene and
spoke to an officer, who told her
the accident was a near-fatality,
that the family began to worry
about Esrock.
That night, Janet Esrock’s husband had been taking
care of the Abeln’s dog, Spanky.
When the Abelns entered their
home, they noticed that Spanky
had not been returned yet.
“We got home and
Spanky was not in his kennel,
so we think he is still over at Esrock’s,” said Abeln. “And I think
that’s when we knew.”
Still, as Abeln went to
bed that night, he still had hope
that the Esrocks weren’t involved.
“You know, there are
50,000 people in Chesterfield,”
said Abeln.
But at 9:30 a.m. the next
morning, Abeln’s dad woke him
up with the tragic news: Esrock
and her son were in the accident.
Her son suffered a concussion,
a broken femur, and multiple
strained ligaments. Janet was in
critical condition, struggling to
survive.
“Usually every single
morning after a game, I wake up
and watch film, get on Stl Today
and look at it,” said Abeln. “There
was nothing like that that morning.”
For the next two weeks,
Janet Esrock was treated in the
ICU at St. John’s Mercy hospital,
until her passing on Sept. 11. During that two-week period, Esrock
underwent multiple surgeries to
salvage her organs, kidneys, and
brain. Abeln spent many nights
visiting the hospital. He was only
able to see Janet once, but he spent
a lot of time with her son John.
“I visited the hospital
over those two weeks about eight
or ten times,” said Abeln. “Half
the time was to play with John. I
would go up and play video games
with him because they were all he
could do.”
While Abeln spent much
time at the hospital, Janet’s condition was often on his mind even
during school and at practice.
While he managed to keep his focus on football during the Ladue
and Webster Groves games between the accident and her death,
the games held extra meaning to
him.
Esrock was a Ladue
High school alum, so when SLUH
stepped on the field the next
Friday, the game meant a lot to
Abeln. Esrock had undergone a
number of surgeries that week,
and her medical status looked optimistic.
“Ladue was a big game
because she (had) done really well
that week and there was a lot of
hope,” said Abeln. “She would
have loved (to see) SLUH beat her
old high school.”
SLUH beat Ladue 49-27.
As the Webster game
approached the following week,
the hope surrounding Esrock
was slipping away. A CT scan was

photo | courtesy of Alec Abeln

Junior Alec Abeln celebrates his sixteenth birthday with neighbor and friend Janet Esrock.

performed that Friday afternoon,
and the outcome was devastating.
“There were strokes all
over the brain,” said Abeln. “The
doctors said she can’t interpret
things, but she can see and observe, feel things, but she can’t say
‘This is a table’ or say ‘I need to
wake up.’”
Abeln received the results of the scan just as he was
about to begin his pre-game
warm-up.
“My mom sent me a
text at 4:30, right before I put my
phone away, and said ‘Hey, the
brain scan said there was no activity, so it’s not good,’” said Abeln.
“So then, I was like, ‘Is Janet really
with us anymore?’”
It was a long night for
Abeln and his teammates. After
trailing by seven at the half, Webster outscored SLUH 28-14 in the
final two quarters for a 49-28 win.
“That game was so frustrating, and looking up and not
seeing her with my parents was
so hard,” remarked Abeln. “I felt
like, I don’t know—not that I was
letting her down. I wanted to play
better for her.”
Early into the next week,
the week of the highly-anticipated
CBC game, Esrock’s health continued to regress. After the CT
scan, doctors determined she
would not be able to wake up, and
life support was pulled on Tuesday. Abeln’s mother Julie was in
the room as she passed.
The funeral was celebrated on Friday, the same day
as the game. It was held at a small
Jewish chapel, the same place Esrock and her husband were married. Abeln missed the pep rally
and two classes to attend.
Abeln and his family sat
up front with the Esrock family.
While it was an emotional experience for Alec, it was also a sight of
inspiration as family and friends
packed the chapel to celebrate the
life of the one they loved.
Esrock was married with
three children: Becky, a junior at
Lake Forest College, John, a soph-

“I know she
wasn’t in the
stands. (But) I
knew she was
watching. I
knew she was
with me.”
omore at Whitfield High School,
and Joe, a freshman at Hendrix
College. Esrock taught math at
Whitfield and helped coach the
field hockey team.
“Everyone from Whitfield (was there), and people from
her son’s sports (teams) and we sat
with the family,” said Abeln. “And
this chapel can hold like 300 people, and there were 2000 there.”
As the coaches prepared
Abeln and his teammates for the
game that night, Abeln was deeply
inspired by the message his teammates instilled.
“Coach Kornfeld and
coach Buha talked about playing
every play like it’s your last. You
have to give 100 percent every
play,” explained Abeln. “And that
really hit home with me, like every play could be my last. This
could be my last game.”
While the day of the funeral was an emotional one for
Abeln, he felt like there was less
pressure and grief for Janet as he
played the game that night.
“Yeah, I know she wasn’t
in the stands. (But) I knew she
was watching, I knew she was
with me,” said Abeln. “I didn’t feel
like I had to play for her. I felt like
I had to go out and play every play
like it was my last to honor her.”
But Abeln did not want
his pain to be the focus of the
team going into last Friday’s contest.
“I wanted the focus to
be beat CBC,” said Abeln. “People
knew (about Esrock). But I don’t
think it was the focus that week
and that’s what I wanted.”
As with Webster, SLUH

struggled on the field again,
as CBC scored 34 unanswered
points in a 34-7 defeat. The emotions caught up with Abeln in the
locker room after the game.
“After the game, I kind
of broke down a little bit and got
really choked up and it was really
sad because we lost and all that,”
said Abeln.
But it was the support
of his teammates that got him
through the grief and tears.
“(Seniors) Dan Tlapek,
Chris Lynas, and Andrew Pitts
were all right next to me by my
locker and were there for me and
just gave me a big hug and said,
‘We are here for you, bud,’ and
that was really big,” explained a
choked-up Abeln.
His teammates’ support
helped Abeln get through the previous week, and that support continues to motivate him.
“The school is behind
me. My team is for me, my coaches and friends,” said Abeln. “The
Jesuits are here for me. It’s good to
know.”
While Esrock’s death has
been a source of struggle for Abeln
on the football field, the greatest pain comes at night, when he
comes home and she isn’t there.
He misses Esrock’s math tutoring,
which has helped him with his
classes at SLUH. And he misses
their conversations, talking football.
“She would clip out papers and say, ‘Did you see this
kid signed here or got this offer?’”
explained Abeln. “She was really
into that and would talk to my
mom and play with Spanky. I just
really miss her.”
While Abeln will continue to miss her, he will do his best
to move on, always doing his best
to honor Janet Esrock.
“There really isn’t anything we can do now, it’s in the
past,” said Abeln. “(Just) take every play like it is your last.”
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Underclassman Sports Updates
C-Football, 0-4, off to
rough start on the season
by Joe Godar
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High C-Football team has been on a losing skid lately, with three consecutive losses to Webster Groves,
CBC, and CBC (D). The Jr. Bills
started off the season well, with
a 27-6 win over MICDS but have
struggled ever since.
They lost 42-0 against Webster Groves, a game in which the
Jr Bills committed five turnovers
which cost them 35 points.
The next week the Jr. Bills
went on the road for the first time.
They lost 42-7, with CBC scoring
on their first drive. SLUH answered with a touchdown of their
own, but on the kickoff, CBC returned the ball for a touchdown.
CBC went on to dominate.
This Tuesday, SLUH went
back to CBC and the “D” teams
played. SLUH lost 20-7. The Cadets scored twice before halftime,
with SLUH scoring once. The Ca-

dets scored again in the second
half and capped off the victory.
When asked how the team
was doing, head coach Tom Wilson said, “The C-team is working
and learning to get better each
game and it is my hope that they
will continue to grow as a team.”
“There’s always room for improvement I think, but as the season goes on I think we’ll develop
into a good team if our chemistry
can develop,” said starting quarterback Andrew Hunt.
Strong safety/kicker Jake Pizzitola said, “We aren’t on the start
we wanted to get off to, but we are
working hard in practice and we
are ready to bring it.”
There has only been one injury so far, a broken arm that
wide receiver Noah Hewlett suffered against Webster Groves.
The Jr. Bills play their next
game Sept. 24 at Chaminade.
Kickoff is at 4:30.
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Freshman Andre Colvin stiff-arms an MICDS defender.
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JV Football battles inconsistency
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Sophomore Sam Sykora looks downfield for an open receiver.

by Stephen Lumetta
REPORTER

S

ophomore lineman Kyle Macdonald can sum up the JV
Football season in a few words:
“We’ve had a rough start.”
Missed opportunities and
mistakes have made for an 0-4
record.
SLUH started the season
against Parkway North with a 3013 loss and followed it up with a
28-8 loss the next week against
Ladue. SLUH was handed another loss on Sept. 12 against Webster Groves, 39-13. And the bad
news just kept on coming: SLUH
lost to MCC rival CBC 56-20 on
Monday.
This season is Ben Farley’s
first as head coach. Despite their
record, Farley remains optimistic.
“The best stretch that we had

was probably our first 15 minutes on Monday, where our offense was clicking, guys were all
there, our defense was holding
down, and what happened was
we faced adversity … guys let it
get to them. If guys can learn to
handle the adversity … I think
we can have a good second half of
the season,” said Farley.
Several players think that
everything needs work and prefer to take a bleaker outlook than
Farley.
“One of our issues is tackling,” said offensive guard Matt
Whalen.
“Many things (need work),”
said quarterback Sam Sykora.
“I think our biggest thing is
working on consistency and execution in terms of getting the
plays done correctly and calls

done correctly, running the
right routes,
blocking the
right guys …
at the moment
it comes down
to execution
(on both sides
of the ball),”
said Farley.
“Moving
the ball (is an
issue),” said
JJ Driscoll, a
l i n e b a c k e r.
He also adds
that the team
needs to be
more aggressive on both
sides of the
ball.
“The focus has to be on us. That’s a faceless opponent for the most part.
It’s on us, it’s on improving as a
team, on improving as individuals, and getting ready to play,”
said Farley about looking forward
in the season. “On a JV level, you
want to win ballgames. We’re upset after a loss; we’re not happy
after that, but the most important
thing is player development. The
most important thing is teaching
these guys the skills they need to
come out on Friday nights to develop their minds and their bodies … whatever we can do that
will push these kids to become
better football players and better
young men, that’s what we’re going to do.”
JV’s next game is Monday at
Vianney at 4:30.

B Soccer starts season 5-0, shows promise for the future
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

by Nate Heagney
EDITOR

T

wenty-five games into their
high school careers, the
members of the B-soccer team
have yet to taste defeat.
Now 5-0, with on championship under their belt, the team
hopes to carry the successes they
started their freshman season
through their sophomore campaign. And they are off to a roaring start.
The Metro Catholic Conference is notoriously one of the
toughest soccer conferences in
the nation. So it was no easy task
when the Jr. Bills entered the
Chaminade tournament, which
consisted of SLUH, Vianney,
Chaminade and CBC’s JV team.
The Jr. Bills breezed through
their games against Chaminade
and Vianney, which set up a
championship matchup with the
Cadets of CBC, the team’s biggest
nemesis from Freshman year. In a
physical matchup that pitted the
SLUH sophomores against a team
which consisted of many bigger
juniors.
Sophomore Tony Abbachi
scored two goals in the game to
give the Billikens an early lead
and sophomore Andrew Slaughter added a clincher as SLUH

The Jr. Bills are undefeated through their first five games.

came away with a 3-1 victory
against a big rival.
“We know a lot of guys from
CBC so there was some talking,
that sort of thing, which kind of
kept us motivated,” said Slaughter. “It’s already a rivalry as it is so
you don’t need much more motivation but it was a tough game for
us and it was a big win to get us
ready for the season.”
The Jr. Bills have won two
games since then, but know they

have a long ways to go as a team.
Their goal is to go undefeated
once again,
“We’ve played well together,”
said Slaughter. “We’re still figuring things out as a team. At times
we’ve had really good sequences
and we look really good. For the
most part well together and our
team.”
Nash said that the team’s
coach, Bob O’Connell, has done a
good job at both keeping the team

loose and having them ready to
play come game time.
“There’s always a lot of fun, a
lot of laughing but we get serious
when we need to be.”
The squad has a balanced
unit to their success, with solid
approaches on both defense and
offense
“Our defense has been rock
solid and our goalies have been
good too. But at times the defense
really bails everyone out and picks

us up as a team. If we’re not working hard enough, the defense is
always there,” said Slaughter.
“Our forwards are really dangerous and creative. And we’re
solid in the back,” added Nash.
The team isn’t dwelling on
its past success, instead already
looking ahead to a big rematch
against CBC next week. The players on the B-team know they hasveto stay focused if they want to
keep their perfect streak alive.
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Satanic Squirrel
Attacks Jesuit
by Jack Godar
STAFF

W

One of the 2,996 memorial flags from the display on
Art Hill has been flying near the upper field this week,
carrying on the memory of 9/11. Sophomore Josh
Ritter’s family covered the minimum $40 donation for
the flag, but they hope the flag becomes something the
SLUH community can take ownership of by contributing more donations to the Injured Marines Fund of
Missouri. Ritter hopes to raise about $1,100 (about $1
per student); anyone interested in donating can bring
money to Mr. Kesterson’s office.

hile enjoying a refreshing bottle of Coca-Cola, Tom
Cummings, S.J. was accosted by a “gruesome-looking”
squirrel in the basement of the J-Wing.
The squirrel managed to evade St. Louis U. High’s security system by going through the garage. It originally jumped
on Cummings’ arm, but he shook it off, and decided to hunt
it down, relying solely on wits and the strength of his bare
hands.
However, the squirrel proved more resourceful than
expected, using its squirrel-jumping ability to reach a window sill, and then used the sill to launch himself once again
onto Cummings’ arms. This time when Cummings shook the
squirrel off, his sweet brown caffeinated drink also went flying, soaking two lunchroom workers.
Because SLUH does not employ a squirrel whisperer,
one can only guess why the squirrel attacked Cummings, who
thinks that the squirrel either thought his arm was a branch,
or that the squirrel was interested in his soda. Another theory
that has been suggested has been that the squirrel was possessed. All are viable theories.
The attack left wounds on Cummings’ arms, which draw
feelings of repulsion and fascination simultaneously. He is expected to make a full recovery.

Schedule R

Alumni Reunion Weekend
CSP Food Drive
AP
Snack—Chili Cheese Nachos
Senior Class Mass
Sustainability Committee Meeting
4 pm
Cross Country @ Arnold Park
4:30 pm C Soccer vs. Granite City
6 pm
V Soccer @ Anheuser-Busch Soccer Park #2
7 pm
V Football @ Vianney
Lunch Special—Chicken Strips and Fries
Healthy—Country Fried Steak

Saturday, September 24
Alumni Reunion Weekend
9 am
Cross Country @ Palatine Invitational
3 pm
V Swimming @ DeSmet Invitational
8 pm
V Soccer vs. CYC Tournament Semifinal

Sunday, September 25
No Events Scheduled

Monday, September 26
AP

Senior Class Meeting
Furman University
Mckendree University
8:30 am Macalester College
10:30 am Illinois College
4 pm
C Soccer @ Duchesne
4:15 pm JV Soccer @ Summit
4:30 pm JV Football @ Vianney
5:30 pm B Soccer @ Duchesne
7 pm
V Soccer @ Duchesne
Lunch Special— Bosco Sticks
Healthy— Buffalo Chicken Pita

Schedule R

Tuesday, September 27

Schedule R
Sustainability Committee Meeting
Duke University—M106
Maryville University—M108
Murray State University—M110
Rockhurst University—M112
Washington University in St. Louis—M114
12:45 pm Carleton College
1:30 PM George Mason University
4:00 PM B Soccer @ Webster Groves
V Soccer @ Webster Groves
4:15 PM V Swim vs. MICDS
Lunch Special—Chinese Combo
Healthy— Roast Beef
AP

photo | Ben Hilker

Wednesday, September 28
Faculty In-Service : No Classes
6 pm
Cornerstone Society Reception @
Missouri Athletic Club

No Classes

Thursday, September 29

Schedule R
Freshman Advisement
Freshman Tutorial
Lehigh University
8:30 am University of Rochester
12:45 am University of Kansas
1:30 pm Marquette University
3:30 pm V Swim @ Ft. Zumwalt West
4 pm
V Soccer vs. Cherry Creek
(Gateway Soccer Classic)
C Soccer @ CBC
4:30 pm C Football @ Chaminade
JV Soccer @ DeSmet
Lunch Special—Chicken Wraps
Healthy—Baked Lemon Pepper Tilapia
AP

Seniors try to stir up some school spirit during Activity Period in last week’s Pep Rally.

Volume LXXVI Platform
As the student-run newspaper of
St. Louis University High School, the
Prep News is a weekly publication that
strives to inform the SLUH community about events and people, with its focus on those pertaining to the school,
primarily through the written word.
The Prep News is neither the voice
of the administration nor the students.
Rather, the newspaper serves to gather and distribute information for the
entire school. The Prep News editors
and staff members make every effort
to be objective in their news coverage
and editing.
The members of the editorial staff
are co-workers and share equally the
duties of writing, copy-editing, layout, and staff management. All of the
editors share responsibility and leadership of the paper. The editors are
supported by a core staff of regular

reporters as well as artists and photographers.
It is the role of the editors to seek
out and facilitate the reporting of all
significant news at SLUH. While any
faculty member or student is welcome
to submit suggestions to the editors
for potential articles, the Prep News is
never obligated to publish any article
idea.
Our primary emphasis as editors
of the Prep News is upon clear and accurate writing and careful editing. We
also attempt to include visual expression—photography, drawing, technical aids, etc.—in every issue and on
our web site. Despite our desire to
make the paper visually appealing, we
commit ourselves not to allow form to
supersede substance.
The Prep News strongly encourages underclassman involvement, and

our office on the second floor of the
Jesuit Wing, room J220, is always open
for involvement, criticism, praise,
or suggestions. Contributed student
opinions are also welcome under the
Prep News Editiorial Policy. Without
student reaction and feedback, the
Prep News could not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we
will correct any significant error in the
following issue and on our web site.
Furthermore, the editors assume
sole responsibility for the text of news
and sports articles, features, and editorials. We ask faculty or students who
take issue with the manner in which
the news was reported or find an error
to bring it to the attention of the editors, not the individual reporters.
This is the platform of the editors
of Volume LXXVI of the Prep News.

Friday, September 29

Schedule R
Class of 1986 Reunion
AP
Latin Club Elections @ cafeteria
Lindenwood University—M115
12:45 pm University of Notre Dame
3:45 pm V Soccer Semifinal @ Gateway Soccer Classic
4 pm
Cross Country @ Jorgenson Memorial Invitational
7 pm
V Football vs Chaminade
Lunch Special—Toronado
Healthy—Spanish Rice with Pinto Beans
calendar | Adam Thorp

