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Of Mice and Men hits the Junior Billy Eight Mile draws a crowd
stage next week
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by Adam Thorp
STAFF

T

he novella Of Mice and Men
begins in a grassy clearing,
with two men sitting together.
The scene is intentionally isolated, disconnected from the world;
next week, it will be recreated by
the Dauphin players under the
gaze of the entire student body.
Because Of Mice and Men
was the all-school summer reading book, each class year will also
see the play during the day next
week.
The play will tie in with
SLUH’s summer reading, and will
lead up to small group discussions later in the following week.
This unique arrangement will affect the experience for cast and
audience.
“It will be good experience
to perform in front of the entire
school and have everybody see
you perform—to have that kind
of exposure. They say to perform
in front of a lot of people is tough,
but to perform in front of a small
group of people you know is
tough. Well, this is a large group

of people you know,” said sophomore Sam Krausz, who plays the
Boss.
“I really don’t think that it
will be much different,” said senior Will Edwards, who plays
Crooks. “It’s still a performance,
we’re here to tell a story. It will be
just like we had six performances—and the whole school decided
to attend.”
Senior Tom Blood, who plays
Lennie, emphasized the importance of a good audience interaction.
“I’m sure this school has a
culture of openness that will allow this play to be successful with
regards to the audience,” said
Blood. “We as actors can only do
so much, the crew can only do so
much, Mrs. Whitaker can only do
so much. A lot lies on the audience, and my hope is that everyone is open to this new experience, rather than just viewing this
as nap-time. If the energy and the
communication is going on between the cast and crew and the
audience, it will be a pleasurable
continued on page 4

by Thomas Riganti
REPORTER

But sparse
promotion makes
some students
wonder where the
spirit can be found
in Spirit Week.

T

he annual tradition of Spirit Week has come back to
SLUH after being absent last year.
Mission Week was a substitute for
Spirit Weeek last year.
The two events headlining
Spirit Week are the Junior Billy
Eight Mile and Wet Billies.
The first event, once named
Junior Billy Idol, changed its
name to the Junior Billy Eight
Mile. The event took place in the

Danis Field House during activity
period yesterday.
“We saw this, the Thursday/
Friday after a day off would be a
good time to do it because we really want to make Mission Week
more important. We didn’t want
Spirit Week to take away from
(Mission Week)” said senior class
Vice President Chris Lynas.
A series of scripted, freeform, and a capella raps from
students filled the Field House as
continued on page 5

Big changes debut at first Alumni Reunion Weekend Fall Ball
by Joe Klein
NEWS EDITOR

A

crowd of about 350 alumni gathered at St. Louis U.
High’s campus last weekend for
the inaugural Alumni Reunion
Weekend, a convergence of alumni gatherings that replaced the
traditional format this year.

The new format, which consisted of classes combining past
reunion events into an extended,
weekend-long program that spotlighted current aspects of SLUH
and the surrounding city, yielded
mixed results.
Compared to past reunions,
the most remarkable change was

the convergence of all class events
into one all-encompassing program.
The program began Friday
afternoon, with optional tours of
the campus and presentations on
various aspects of SLUH. A cocktail reception in the Danis Field
House followed, with separate bar
photo | Ben Hilker

About 350 alumni gathered for dinner during the Reunion Weekend in the Field House.
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areas for each class.
The formal dinner that followed, however, involved all seven classes eating together in the
Field House, a proposal which,
according to Vice President for
Administration John Rick, was
met with some objection after it
was proposed.
“The minute you take a 193year old institution and change
anything, there’s going to be
pushback,” said Rick. “That there
was (pushback), even before the
reunions occurred, is not surprising.”
The dinner allowed people
to intermingle with alumni from
other classes instead of being with
their own class. To Rick, that was
a major draw of the new format,
though there was opposition to
the format from alumni.
“They got to spend an enormous amount of time with each
other,” said Rick. “When they
came to dinner they sat at a table
with only members of their class,
and then when the dinner was
over with, it was well after 11:00
p.m., (and) people were still there
having all sorts of social interaction and drinking and fun. The
social interaction was terrific.”
continued on page 5

cancelled

Unable to book a venue,
STUCO cancels junior
and senior dance
by Matt Cooley
EDITOR IN CHIEF

B

ecause STUCO was unable to
book a venue, this year’s Fall
Ball dance has been cancelled.
When STUCO called the
Science Center Planetarium, the
traditional venue for the junior
and senior dance, they found that
the ballroom there could not be
rented as usual. After a hurried,
unsuccessful search for another
venue, STUCO felt they had no
choice but to cancel the event.
Most students have not yet
heard that the dance has been canceled. Because of worries about
false rumors spreading regarding
the reasons for the cancellation,
STUCO decided to avoid publishing news of the cancellation until
the story appeared in the Prep
News. (In addition, a letter from
STUCO appears on page 3.)
The event was scheduled to
occur in two weeks, on Oct. 15.
Many students had already been
continued on page 5
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Students provide footage for documentary
A group of SLUH seniors participated in a
roundtable discusson on gun violence for
Jim Hauchultz, ’68’s documentary. Page 2

Commentary: Culture on the track
Ryan Dowd examines SLUH culture on
the track at football games. Why aren’t we
in the stands? Page 3

XC runs against regional powers at Palatine
The team went head to head with some of
the top teams in the midwest, finishing a
respectable 11th. Pages 6

Junior Football League team established
SLUH follows the lead of other area
schools by adding a JFL football team for
Page 6

Letter: Don’t move the Ignatius Statue
Senior Jack Mimlitz expresses concern
that the Ignatius statue will move from its
traditional location. Page 3

Football tops Vianney
The Jr. Bills halted their two-game losing
streak as seniors Hawkins and Sansone
score three rouchdowns apiece. Page 7
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Guest speakers visit Sustainability Committee
by Stephen Lumetta
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U High Sustainability Committee is making
progress. The latest meeting was
on Tuesday, and featured Craig
Jung, the Executive Director, and
Beth Ann Yakubu, Assistant Director from the organization St.
Louis Green.
What is St. Louis Green?
According to Jung, “Our mission
is to educate and teach sustainability. We connect businesses
to businesses and individuals to
businesses.” Jung added that education and connections were a
priority for the not-for-profit organization.
Yakubu and Jung talked
about what SLUH’s agenda was
for their future of sustainability.
The most talked about item was
the energy audit, a concern for
several people on the committee.
Anne Marie Lodholz,
the chairwoman of the Sustainability Committee, said that St.
Louis Green has been very helpful. Lodholz noted that St. Louis
Green can help with trash, recycling, composting, energy audits,
and LEED certification.
Senior Greg Fister, student liaison for the Sustainability Committee, said, “It was really great to have some outside
(group) verify or solidfy the sustainability movement at SLUH.”
Jung says that SLUH is

certainly not the first school to
think seriously about sustainability. “The schools have been absorbing a lot of the sustainability
weight. They also (want to) save
money.”
Jung cited an example
of schools that have switched to
double-sided printing, saving
hundreds of thousands of sheets
of paper.
Jung and Yakubu said
that SLUH needed to start collecting information on energy usage
and get administrators and the
board of trustees on board. Jung
mentioned that schools really get
projects done when the grassroots
movement is combined with administrators.
There has been some
concern about SLUH’s energy usage, especially considering most
of the campus is made up of older
buildings.
“We always look at what
is being used for each building
(for campuses),” said Jung on
making energy efficient changes
for older campuses.
Lodholz is looking to
implement a sustainability plan at
SLUH.
“The next step now is
for us to sit down as a group and
say, ‘Alright, sustainability is such
a big issue. We’ve already talked
about where we’re at now…What
are our short term goals, and what
are our long term goals?’’’

Mothers’ club Mass and Luncheon

The Mothers’ Club Mass and Luncheon will be held on Sunday, October 23. Mass begins at 10 a.m. at the America’s Center and
lunch will immediately follow. Enjoy this SLUH tradition with your
son and SLUH families. Pay on-line at sluh.org/parents or download
the on-line registration form and mail it in with your payment to
Aura Quinn, 15972 Wetheburn Rd, Chesterfield, MO, 63017.

Corrections & Clarifications

In last week’s issue, the headline for the article on C-Football
incorrectly stated that the team had a record of 0-4. In fact, the Jr.
Bills were 1-3 at the time and have since rallied to 3-3 with wins over
MICDS, Vianney, and Chaminade. The Prep News regrets the error.

Food drive meets expectations, collects over 1,500 cans and $3,000
by Brian Seckfort

photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

REPORTER

F

reshmen showed upperclassmen how to raise money for
the poor in the Community Service Program (CSP) food drive,
raising a huge amount for a worthy cause.
From Monday, Sept. 19,
through Friday, Sept. 23, students
at St. Louis U. High brought in
cans, gift cards, and money to
help out for those less fortunate.
All these donations helped with
the CSP food drive. This drive,
a yearly event, helps stock the
shelves at the many organizations
that SLUH students work at, such
as Sts. Peter and Paul and Shalom
House.
This year’s food drive
was once again a competition,
pitting homeroom against homeroom and grade against grade.
Each dollar or gift card dollar was
worth two points and each food
item was worth one point.
Though they may be the
youngest members of the school,
the freshmen demonstrated
impressive fundraising power,
amassing 3,280 points. That total
put them far ahead of the juniors,
who had 1,979 points, the seniors
(1,353 points), and the sophomores (1,293 points).
“The freshmen were big
winners by a landslide,” said CSP
co-cordinator and food drive organizer Simonie Bieber.
Freshman homeroom
J127 finished in the top spot with
653 points. The other big winners
for their grades were sophomore
homeroom M205, junior homeroom M224, and senior homeroom M118.
Theology teacher Matt
Sciuto’s homeroom, J127, is notorious for winning the CSP food
drive. His room won last year
also.
“In my homeroom we
try to teach the freshmen how to

Senior Matt Schoelch, junior Mark Messmer, and sophomore Mark Rieke
with some of the many cans collected in the CSP food drive.

lead. The week before we asked
for leaders of this challenge, and
Domonic Himich and Sam Gerbic volunteered. We talked and
wrote out a day-by-day plan. They
set a goal, and asked Joe Guyol
to be in charge of money,” Sciuto
said in an email. “We emphasized
the importance of everyone being part of this, of really living the
‘one body, many parts’ message
from Direction Days.”
The
drive
netted
$2568.50 in cash, $720 in gift
cards, and 1575 food items that

were brought for a total of 8092
points. Last year’s drive collected
$517 in cash, $606 in gift cards,
and 2184 food items, good for
5553 points.
“Our goal was 9000
points, so I consider this very successful because we were so close,”
Bieber said.
“I have a fabulous team,”
Bieber said about her main group
for CSP, including seniors Matt
Schoelch, David Hack, Sam Bufe,
Tim Eidman, and Brendan Chucontinued on page 6

Five seniors contribute to documentary on gun violence
by John Webb
CORE STAFF

O

n Monday, seniors Adam
Hunn, Jimmy Griffard,
Mike Williams, Michael Henry,
and Matt Laskowitz helped provide some foundation footage for
a documentary by participating
in a roundtable discussion about
gun violence. Blackbird Creative,
a company created and owned by
Jim Hauschultz, ‘68, is making the
documentary.
For the documentary,
Hauschultz has talked with shooters, victims, social service workers, professionals working in the
criminal justice system, and focus
groups of citizens.
“What I want to do is
demonstrate to the larger community the influences on education, culture, and environment
of my topic, handgun violence
in the City (of St. Louis),” said
Hauschultz.
Hauschultz approached
Assistant Principal for Student
Life Brock Kesterson over the
summer about selecting a group
of five seniors who were outgoing
and comfortable with each other

to participate in the documentary.
Since Kesterson is the moderator
of the Student Council (STUCO),
he brought the idea up to STUCO
members. It took a few months to
schedule a date for the filming.
“(Gun violence) is not
something that the greater percentage of our students have to
deal with, so for us to be part of
something that’s going to capture the ideas of our students and
be a part of something bigger I
thought could be really valuable,”
said Kesterson.
Hauschultz used some
of his connections to film the discussion at Barnes Jewish Hospital
Media Center on a day that the
hospital wasn’t using the room.
The discussion was roundtable
style; the leader of the group, Williams, introduced a question, and
then other students bounced the
question off one another. When
the conversation stalled, Williams
would introduce a new question.
“I was a little nervous
before I started, but they told us
that this should be more of a conversation between the five of you
guys,” said Griffard. “After a while

photo | courtesy of Barnes-Jewish Hospital

from left: Jim Hauschultz, ‘68, Matt Laskowitz, Michael Williams, James
Griffard, Adam Hunn, and Michael Henry.

the background disappeared and
it was just like having a conversation with some of my buddies.”
“We don’t really think
of ourselves as a city school, but
when we take a moment to think
about it, a mile away from here
there’s people who live with gun
violence every day,” said Hunn.
The roundtable lasted
about an hour and 15 minutes.
“I think we were a little
bit tired, but at the same time I

think we could have gone longer
if we had wanted to,” said Hunn.
SLUH participated in
the documentary along with Cultural Leadership and Innovative
Concept Academy.
“Those kids—no matter
what their background—SLUH
transforms them into group of
young men who are able to go out
into the world and make significant change. That is a contrast,”
said Hauschultz of the decision to

invite SLUH to be one of the three
schools to participate in the documentary.
Hauschultz’s motivation
for making the documentary centers on an encounter he had while
making a film to help with fundraising for De La Salle Middle
School. He went to the school
to talk to the principal about the
students, and as they were standing in the hall, one student, a
13-year-old girl, caught his attention. When he asked the principal
about her, the principal explained
that her cousin had been shot and
killed the night before, not too far
from the school. The girl chose to
come to school, the principal said,
because she felt safe there.
“Normally we cling to
our families and home when
things like that happen,” said
Hauschultz. “It made me angry
that this was happening in the
world that surrounded her.”
It was at that moment
Hauschultz decided to go searching for the funds to make a documentary.
Hauschultz is no strangcontinued on page 7
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Letter

STUCO addresses Fall
Ball cancellation
To the editors; and the classes of
2012 and 2013:
Hello, this is an unfortunate
message from your SLUH Student
Council. We regret to inform everyone that the 2011 Fall Ball has
been cancelled. As a group, we
dropped the ball by waiting too
long to book a new space after we
found out the Planetarium was no
longer an option.
For the last six weeks we have
worked daily in an attempt to find
a venue that could host the number of people we would have, keep
the price of a ticket relatively inexpensive, and not make us lock
into a catering agreement. We
found venues that were available
for the date, October 15, 2011, but
no place met all of the requirements we needed. We were not
able to move the dance to a different day in the fall this year due
to how busy weekends are with
soccer, football, and other SLUH
events.

We are very sorry that we
were not able to book a venue for
this dance, but reservations for
Sno-Ball, Prom, and Junior Ring
have already been booked, as well
as Sno-Ball and Fall Ball for next
year. We once again promise to
you that this dance was not cancelled because of a lack of effort;
we are now focusing our energy
on the rest of the fall.
Thank you for all your support in bringing back Spirit Week
this week and we would now like
to cordially invite you to Fall Fest,
October 20. This event will host
SLUH student bands and our
second annual Pig Roast. We appreciate your understanding on
the issue of the cancellation of the
Fall Ball and will work our best to
make the rest of the year a success. Thank you everybody, and
once again we are sorry.
SLUH STUCO

Commentary
Why are we not in the stands?
by Ryan Dowd
CORE STAFF

O

n any given Friday, you
might find 20 to 30 students,
usually seniors, actually standing
and cheering in the SLUH student section. So if we can assume
that around 300 students attend
football games, then where are
the other 270 SLUH students if
they’re not in the stands singing
“When the Bills Go Marching In”?
You’ll find most students on
the track, turned away from the
actual game.
If you’ve ever attended a college or NFL game, you noticed

that most in attendance actually
watch and have some emotional
investment in the outcome of the
game. But a high school game, at
least at SLUH, has become more
of a social event than a sporting
one.
All sporting events are social events, to some extent, but
the problem with high school
football games is that the social
aspect now dominates the sporting aspect from a fan’s perspective. SLUH football games are a
weekly mixer of sorts, minus the
club music, a gym, and Halloween
continued on page 6
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Letter

St. Ignatius shouldn’t be moved
To the editors:
For 21 years the statue of St.
Ignatius has been in Alumni Park.
For 21 years, Ignatius has watched
over the Upper Field where students meet up, eat lunch, gather
for sports (and more recently play
some Ultimate). For 21 years, the
statue has lived in the center of
the school and been a reminder to
us of the teachings of Ignatius, of
the Jesuits. And we’re planning on
moving it?
Why?
It was said in the Prep News
article last week that the prior
movements of the statue were
accomplishing the same goal:
getting the statue to be near the
main entrance to the school. But
is that what we’re getting here?
While the statue may have been
at the “entrance” of the school, it
also was at the heart of the school.
Ignatius told us to see God in

Commentary

all things. Where he is right now,
it’s a reminder to see God in what’s
around you. There are the trees
and flowers, the dozens of people
eating lunch out there every day,
the Mary pond—hell, even the
bike rack. By moving it, we put Ignatius out by “main entrance,” but
we’ll also have him looking out to
only the Field House. Surrounded
by concrete, hardly as many trees.
Right now, if you want to
meet out there, you tell someone
to meet you by the Ignatius statue.
Without it, it’s just “that door up
by the upper field.”
DeSmet has a statue of Father DeSmet outside the front
entrance to their school. Looking
at it and comparing it to the picture for what SLUH’s entrance is
to look like, I noticed that they’re
pretty similar.
Talking with DeSmet students, I learned that their statue

holds no real significance; it’s
just a tribute to Father DeSmet.
Is that what we want St. Ignatius
to become? I couldn’t find a picture of that bust of Father DeSmet on their website, anywhere.
But when you look through past
Prep News issues, it’s hard to go
a couple weeks without finding
some picture of Ignatius gracing
the pages.
If we want to put something
out there, why not put a statue of
St. Louis? Something similar to
the one in front of the Art Museum? We want to show people who
we are, what’s important about us,
but we should reserve that deeper,
special symbol for the inner part
of the school. Ignatius deserves it.
Jack Mimlitz
Class of 2012

Perspective

STUCO fumbled Ball; disappointed home crowd Thirty-six: how? why?
by Jack Witthaus

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

T

his week, I believe it needs to
be said that the STUCO guys
as a group dropped the ball. The
Fall Ball. And that really disappointed me.
I talked to Bryan Matthews
last Sunday night. He really regrets having to cancel it. The fact
is, the STUCO guys put the dance
on the backburner and when
crunch time came, they couldn’t
find a place to hold the dance.
Luckily, they did reserve a
spot for Fall Ball next year. And
this year’s Snow Ball and Prom
are intact.
But I’m really going to miss
this year’s Fall Ball.
As you may know, I live for
formal dances. I love taking my
lady and other friends out on the
town for a nice dinner with cloth
napkins. I love wearing my sport
coat and tie and my shiny class
ring. I love dancing in my formal
black shoes and boogie-wooging
with my suspenders stretched out.
These amazing dance experiences are a testament on how well
STUCO does their job putting together these formal dances.
Last year’s Fall Ball was no

different.
First, the entire event was
a bonding experience between
the senior and junior class. I met
Drew Dziedzic’s crush for the first
time, which would lead to some
great conversations for the rest of
the year. I met other new seniors
and their dates. I hung out with
these people for the rest of junior
year. I also deepened many other
friendships in my own class as
well.
Secondly, the dance was a
lot of fun. I understand STUCO
didn’t want to use last year’s location this year because it was too
small. But I enjoyed the sweatstained dancing and the 6 foot
tall ceiling—a ceiling that was
difficult for Mo Oginni to dance
under.
Thirdly, and I know this
sounds strange, but the dance
made me a better driver. After the
dance, I was speeding home on
Dougherty Ferry Road. I was 17
and it was past curfew. An officer
pulled me over. I sat, paralyzed
with fear. I fumbled in the glove
compartment and handed over
my license and an expired insurance card. Although I never got
a ticket, my warning ticket still

rests in the glove compartment as
a sign not to speed.
So all these experiences, all
these moments, these people, everything will not be experienced
this year. It’s hard to swallow. I
mean, Fall Ball was such a lifealtering event.
I hope STUCO will reinvest
its time in Snow Ball and Prom to
make those dances a wonderful
experience like Fall Ball was for
me last year.
Having been an ex-STUCO
official, the things STUCO has
pulled off already this year and
the things they’ve got up the pipes
are tremendous. I’m very grateful
for my STUCO officers and everything they do.
I’ve also appreciated the mature way STUCO is handling the
cancelation of the dance. Last
year, when the Spring Fling mixer was canceled, former student
body president Tim McCoy jokingly blamed it on GADCO, and
left it at that.
That wasn’t classy.
But as for Oct. 15 this year?
Well, I don’t know just yet. I guess
I’ll just take a spin down Dougherty Ferry to see what my friends
are up to.

by Luke Reichold
STAFF

H

ow do St. Louis U. High students achieve so many perfect scores on the ACT? What does
getting that 36 mean to us both
as individuals and as a school?
From the class of 2011 alone,
SLUH accounted for six perfect
scores of 36 (in 2011, there were
704 perfect scores in the nation).
Additionally, SLUH has had 24
perfect scores since 2005, and
over those years, approximately
one percent of those in the nation.
For the year 2011, SLUH’s
average ACT score, which is
refigured every year, is a 31.
I looked to Director of Financial Aid Craig Hannick for
specific statistics. He explained,
“Nationally, a score of 31 ranks
in the 98th percentile. So that’s
our mean, and median, score,
account(ing) for the middle 50
percent of our students.”
According to ACT’s website, SLUH’s average score of 31
stands about ten points higher
than the national average of
21.1 and state average of 21.6.
However, since the test’s
creation in 1959, there has been
a general upward trend for

the number of perfect scores
per year. SLUH is closely following this pattern as well.
As far as how SLUH students are actually able to achieve
this great feat, there seem to be
two primary factors: the students’ natural aptitude as well
as the caliber of the teachers.
“Something
unique
to
(SLUH) is that we have all bright
kids to start with, roughly the
top 20 percent. And after the
‘SLUH process,’ we form them to
be the top five to ten percent of
scores,” said Hannick, who also
teaches SLUH’s ACT prep class.
In addition to the fact that
nearly all SLUH students take the
test, it’s the bright students in front
of a great faculty that, as Hannick
describes it, “creates a breeding
ground for perfect scores.”
For some students, though,
earning a 36 on the test has
become not only a personal
challenge but also a friendly competition among peers.
“I thought I had to get a 36 to
beat the class of 2011’s six people.
So I felt like I had to contribute to
that because I knew that I could,”
said senior Jack Mimlitz,
continued on page 8
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Perspective

Reunion Weekend: is this still my home?
by Matt Cooley
EDITOR IN CHIEF

I

walked from the parking lot
back towards the school with
my coat and tie in hand last Friday
afternoon, when most of the students still on campus were walking the other direction down the
sidewalk towards their cars. As I
walked through the Drury Plaza,
I noticed a gray-haired gentleman
in a tweed sport coat slowly walking next to the stadium fence,
gazing through the black bars at
the soccer practice out in the stadium.
The Alumni Reunion Weekend dinner wasn’t supposed to
begin for another three hours. In
a departure from tradition, seven
classes, as far back as the class of
1951 and as recent as the class
of 1991, were scheduled to converge on the campus for dinner
and drinks together in the Field
House, the newest addition to
SLUH’s campus. As part of my duties as a President’s Ambassador, I
had volunteered to spend the evening at the reunion to help serve
dinner and shuttle alumni back to
the parking lot in golf carts.
The man in the Drury Plaza
wasn’t the only alum who had already arrived. A handful of others
were walking around the campus
and the hallways in the building, where most of the classroom
doors had been propped open
to allow them to peek inside.
A few classrooms had symposia—presentations by faculty on
how everything from theology
to technology works at SLUH in
2011—in progress, but only one
or two desks were filled in each
room that I saw.
For the next couple of hours
in the Field House, I watched
alumni steadily stream in and
congregate around the bars that
had been set up in various corners
of the building: a separate one for
each class. Crowds in each corner
conversed loudly and excitedly,
and here and there a group would

line up together for a picture. The
gym felt full of sound and people.
After alumni had taken their
seats, longtime theater teacher Joe
Schulte proposed a toast; saying
something like, “To SLUH, which
has done great things for us, and
which will do great things for
many young men in the future.”
“Cheers,” said the entire gym
as they lowered 300 glasses in
unison.
Hovering around the tables,
serving food and clearing plates,
I overheard snippets of conversations between classmates about
the good old days of being a student. The men laughed, joked,
and teased one another, as I imagine they did when they were my
age. As the scheduled program
tried to show alums the current
state of SLUH, most seemed to
be paying little attention; instead,
they were engrossed in conversations with their classmates.
After dinner, as I was helping to clear dishes, one class of
’66 alum yelled at me as I took
an empty dessert plate out from
in front of him. “Bring that plate
back or I’ll JUG you,” he threatened, and then asked if the institution of JUG was still alive and
well. I assured him that it was as
he helped himself to a second
slice of cake.
And sometimes, in a quieter
tone of voice, people talked about
the reunion itself.
“We don’t need all of this,”
said one alum to two others, as he
gestured to the table they had just
left and from which I was clearing half-eaten salads and dozens
of glass cups.
With tables cleared, I
moved on to shuttle alumni back
to their cars. After introducing myself as a senior at SLUH
and answering questions about
my college plans (as seems to be
obligatory with every adult I meet
lately), I got a chance to hear from
my passengers in the golf cart, in
casual conversation, about SLUH.

Three ’66 alums asked what
homeroom I was in. I eventually
figured out that SLUH assigned
homerooms by academic rank
when they were students; asking
what homeroom I was in would
have been a way to determine
whether the aforementioned
college prospects were realistic.
While they might have been disappointed that SLUH no longer
assigns rank, they said it actually
doesn’t matter all that much 55
years later.
“Seeing guys now, even the
ones in the worst rooms turned
out OK,” said one of them.
I heard a lot about how great
a school SLUH is, and how proud
alumni were to have gone here.
One ’56 alum told me that after
SLUH, he ended up training astronauts in the Apollo programs
of the 1960’s.
“SLUH will prepare you for
damn well whatever you want,”
he said. “You’ve got a great future
ahead of you.” He stepped out of
the cart and shook my hand with
a huge smile on his face.
I also heard a lot about classes and classmates: a ’51 alum who
was glad to see his classmates in
good health, a ’71 alum who was
proud to see his team’s football
state championship banner (the
only one of its kind) still hanging
in the Field House, an alum who
talked about getting a zero in mechanical drawing class.
In one conversation about
the reunion, without thinking, I
casually asked an alum, “How was
the new reunion format?”
I wasn’t looking, but the
alum’s tone of voice changed; he
sounded like he was no longer
smiling.
“I don’t care for it,” he said.
“This is a bigger deal than it
needs to be. They’re always worried about money, but they always
got plenty of money from the old
way.”
I didn’t say much after that.
I didn’t pose that question again

for the rest of the night, but I still
heard about it once more, when I
asked an alum, generically, how
the reunion was.
“It was all right,” he said. A
second later, he added, “When it’s
your turn to do this in the future,
if you can, set it up so there isn’t
more than one class there at the
same time.”
Again, I wasn’t really sure
how to respond. I dropped my
passengers off and slowly drove up
the Berthold sidewalk towards the
Field House, looking out through
the black bars at the empty, lit-up
soccer stadium, thinking.
That alum’s comment made
me imagine myself as an alum,
which, I realized, I hadn’t really
considered. Very soon, my time
as a student here will be over,
and I will be an outsider. I have
no doubt that SLUH’s impact will
be part of me throughout my life,
something I’ll know has shaped
me even 60 years later. I imagine my classmates in the class of
2012 will be with me even after
I’ve walked out of the graduation
ceremony. But I won’t get another
chance to really be a part of SLUH,
to feel like the school’s growth and
change is part of my own.
When I look at it, a lot has
changed even during my four
years here. Four of the five principals are new in the last four
years; the admissions, advance-
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ment, and diversity programs
have hired new leaders and made
major changes, and, of course,
the Danis Field House and soon
the Commons add new facilities
to the campus. But it doesn’t feel
like a lot has changed; I’ve seen it
happen in small steps. But things
continue to change for years after
I’ve gone, and I won’t be a part of
it. Even if I try to stay connected, I
have the feeling that when I come
back, while my memories and my
classmates’ memories will remain
more or less unchanged, SLUH itself won’t feel as much like home.
I’m confident that despite—
maybe because of—continuous
change, SLUH has and will remain
a place that “has done great things
for me and will do great things for
many young men in the future.”
But the “home” I know here is different from the “home” the class
five years before me knew and five
years after me will know.
It makes sense that alumni
would rather stay in their “home,”
somewhat frozen in time, than
seeing where SLUH has gone
without them. And I agree: leaving home is unsettling. Change
may be necessary to keep SLUH
doing great things, but I guess it’s
a hard reality to celebrate.

Dauphin Players set to show Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men next week
(continued from page 1)
experience not just for us but for
the audience as well.”
The Dauphin performance
will also be different because the
story of Lennie and George’s tragic arc is familiar to SLUH students
from their summer reading. This
knowledge presents the Dauphin
players with a challenge.
“The fact that everybody has
read the book and knows what it
is about, we have to make a truer
interpretation of Of Mice and Men
because if we don’t, then it will be
a nuisance to everybody,” said senior Jordan Bollwerk, who plays
Slim.
“We had more context than
we usually do from just reading
a script. The novella had so much
more information that the script
doesn’t delve into,” said Bollwerk.
“Reading the book itself was a
really cool experience. Of course,
when we approach it from a theatrical perspective, a lot of things
change. What was once just set in
our imagination is now actualized
on stage,” said Blood.
The drama will play out on
a group of movable sets showing

the few locations in which that action occurs: a bunkhouse, a barn,
and a scenic clearing.
“It shows the vastness of the
landscape. There’s a wide stage,
and an infinity wall in the back;
the sky comes to the road nicely.
There are no set pieces—they’re
rolled on and off, so the landscape’s in the background the
whole time,” said senior Ben Luczak. who plays Curley.
The multi-piece set will be
operated by students, as will most
of behind-the-scenes action at the
play.
“Outside of Mr. Becvar in the
booth and Tim Moore, our technical director, backstage everyone
is a student,” said director Kathryn Whitaker. “The students built
this stage, the students are backstage running the show, the students are at the sound board running the show. So, even though
you may not see everyone back
there, there are so many people
involved.”
“For some roles you don’t
want people to notice them because if they notice them, then
something has gone wrong. If

you see the backstage crew or
ASMs (assistant stage managers)
on stage at the wrong time, then
something has gone wrong,” said
Dan Becvar, Assistant Director
and Stage Manager.
Behind-the-scenes help includes production assistants Andrew Nguyen, Jack Halbert, and
Harry Parker, all juniors, along
with others who helped design
the set and run the show.
Of Mice and Men is full of
sharply defined characters, each
of which present their own challenges.
“He’s kind of angry, a bit of
a jerk,” said Luczak of Curley, his
tempestuous character. “To play
him, I think about times I was angry or sick and play that.”
“I like to keep in mind a line
from the book that he is ‘prince of
the racnach’” said Bollwerk on his
character, Slim.
The play will also feature seniors Christian Probst (Carlson),
Phil Yoffie (Whit), and junior
Scottie Szewczyk (Candy).
The most finely-sculpted
characters in the book are Lennie
and George.

“Something the actor Tom
Blood has to keep in mind is that
Lennie is simple in everything,”
said Blood. “If I am to actually
be Lennie on the stage, then my
thought process has to differ from
the thought process I am using
now. Otherwise it wouldn’t work.
You’d have Tom Blood as a talking head on stage, who just runs
around pretending to be this really slow and sometimes deadly
character.”
“Trying to find George has
been a trip,” said Angieri. “It’s a
really complex character with a
lot going down under the surface.
In fact, throughout a lot of the
play he’s trying to keep a lot under
the surface. What comes out and
is visible to the audience is filtered
through this fear that he is going
to be found out.”
The friendship between Lennie and George leads to the story’s
defining moment, when George is
forced to shoot Lennie in the back
of the head.
“The book and the play end
happily for one person really—
and that is Lennie. I hope it’s not
selfish to say that I am left with,

that Lennie is left with the satisfaction of a peaceful death, but
the death that he experiences
is cased in this really terrifying
world where he is shot like a dog
because he is useless,” said Blood
about the scene.
“It’s definitely not a transcendent work,” said Angieri about
his role in the same scene. “At the
end for Lennie there is this sort of
hope that will be retained at least
in his imagination. For George
the dream has died. There’s not
much hope at the end of the show.
When he shoots Lennie, he’s really shooting a part of himself, the
part that he has made able to believe in this dream.”
Whitaker was excited about
the transition from page to stage.
“The story they have read
and privately imagined will be
played out on the stage before
them. What was once a private
event will become a shared communal experience,” said Whitaker
in an e-mail to the Prep News.
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Reunion weekend generates opposition, but organizers remain confident in premise
(continued from page 1)
Robert Hilker, ‘81, felt that
the program, while impressive,
was too drastic of a change from
the more intimate reunions of the
past.
“We’re used to a more intimate event where it’s just your
class,” said Hilker. “My general
feeling is it’s kind of nice where it’s
just your class. It’s a neat event; I
thought it was done very well, but
probably most people like the intimate feel of just your class.”
In the past, reunions were
planned individually by each participating class, and often consisted of a Mass and reception at
SLUH, as well as a stag dinner
often held off-campus. According
to Rick, that past format did not
allow for any meaningful connection to SLUH.
“Where was SLUH today in
that experience, other than the
physical place?” said Rick. “There

was no real way in which the
school could offer some kind of
update, some kind of story.”
To bridge that gap, the weekend featured a set of symposia,
“SLUH Today,” which aimed to
showcase various aspects of the
school. The sessions covered
topics such as the current use of
technology at SLUH and the philosophy of the school’s athletic
program.
“They were hugely successful
in their content and the amazing
work the faculty put in on them.
They were marginally successful
in terms of their attendance or
attention-getting,” said Rick.
Four sessions of symposia
were scheduled—two on Friday,
at 4:00 and 5:00 p.m., and two
more on Saturday at 4 and 5 as
well. Attendance, although marginal, was higher at the 5:00 sessions, which led straight into the
formal reunion events.
photo | Ben Hilker

Alums and their wives get a buffet dinner in the upper level of the Field
House on Saturday night.

According to Rick, part of the
goal of the symposia was to “demythologize” SLUH and allow
alums to experience it firsthand,
making it more relatable and attractive.
“The more you know (about
the school), the more excited you
might be, and the more generous
you might be,” said Rick.
However, Rick stressed that
the reunion weekend was not, by
any means, a fundraising opportunity. There is no budgeted allocation for reunions, meaning that
they must pay for themselves. In
the past, the cost of reunions averaged out to roughly $50 a person,
and they were funded by suggested donations made at the reunion itself. Because of the higher
cost from the expanded activities
involved, the decision was made
to instead charge a $70 fee for attendance to the dinner, and supplement that fee with charges for
activities held off-campus.
“We’re not making money off
of (the reunion),” said Rick. “That
isn’t the issue. Some people think
we are. We’re not. Some people
thought it was some attempt to
grab money. It’s far the opposite.”
Hilker felt that the event,
while impressive, should have
continued with asking for donations, instead of charging an upfront fee.
“I liked it more to donate,”
said Hilker. “$70 for all three
events is a little high.”
The decision to charge a fee
for attendance was met with some
resistance from alums, and even-

STUCO cancels Fall Ball after venue falls through
(continued from page 1)
planning for the dance or had invited dates.
“I’ve heard people say that
they’re bringing people,” said junior Tom Beckman. “I haven’t
invited anyone yet, but I’ve been
searching for somebody.”
The reason why the Science
Center was unable to accommodate SLUH remains unclear.
Executive Vice President James
Griffard said that construction
at the Science Center made the
room unavailable, while Student
Body President Bryan Mathews
said that the Science Center informed STUCO that they would
not allow any dance to be held in
the planetarium.
Science Center Public Relations Coordinator Maria Totoraitis said that no construction
was occurring in the planetarium
(although it was closed for cleaning a couple of weeks ago), and
the only thing that could have
prevented the dance from being held there was another event
which had been booked since last
April.
With its initial plans shattered, STUCO called more than

30 other venues, according to
Mathews, but none of them could
meet STUCO’s requirements at a
price students could afford.
“They all wanted commitments that either we couldn’t
afford, as far as it would make
a ticket $40 or $50, or they just
weren’t big enough to hold the
600 or so people that we would
have,” said Mathews.
STUCO is required to meet
other requirements as well: the
event must be held a reasonable
distance from SLUH; and it must
not be held in a hotel.
STUCO also considered
holding the dance at SLUH. But
the gym was not available because
it will be set up for the Mothers’ Club card party the following day and because, according
to Griffard, some administrators were worried about allowing shoes with high heels on the
gym floor. The only way the dance
could still be held at SLUH would
be if STUCO set up a tent in the
parking lot, but concerns about
weather and the temperature in
the tent stopped that idea.
Finally, STUCO considered
rescheduling the dance to another

The Fathers’ Club has reserved a block of seats at the Rams vs.
Seahawks game Nov. 20 at 3:00 p.m. At $60 per person, SLUH
fathers and sons can enjoy football, barbeque, and some quality
time together. There are only 200 tickets and the deadline for
purchase is Monday, Oct. 24, so contact the Advancement Office
right away to reserve your seat.
Tonight’s SLUH vs Chaminade football game will be broadcast
online. You can watch and listen in at http://www.livestream.com/
stlhighschoolsports. The pregame show starts at 6:50 p.m. Gametime is 7:00. Be sure to tune in!

date. But according to Mathews,
because of conflicts with sports
team schedules, girls schools’
dances, and other events, rescheduling would make it impossible for many people—students
as well as faculty chaperones—to
attend. In the end, STUCO decided that a hastily put together
dance wasn’t worth holding at all.
“We of course don’t want to
cancel it,” said Mathews. “But we
thought, as far as putting together
a half-ass dance and putting together something that only very
few people would want to go to or
would be able to go to, as much as
we feel bad for them, as a group
we decided it would be better just
to cancel it.”
Griffard said that STUCO
should have called venues further
in advance to confirm the booking. He said that the lack of advance planning was unusual, since
for the past two years STUCO has
set up most events months in advance.
To ensure that a similar
booking error does not occur
again, STUCO has confirmed
bookings on venues for all dances
for the rest of this school year and
next year. Next year’s Fall Ball will
not be held at the Science Center.
STUCO will still hold its Fall
Festival, which is scheduled for
the afternoon of Oct. 20.
“We’re going to try to take
the opportunity of missing this
in kind of stressing Fall Festival
and making that more available
to people,” said Vice President of
Public Relations Chris Lynas.

tually the decision was made to
make the fee optional.
“Our intent was that if anybody said they objected to the $70
for whatever reasons, we would
give them the option to give it
back or roll some of it over as a
donation,” said Rick.
A presentation was held following the dinner Friday night. At
that presentation, longtime football coach Paul Martel was recognized, and the class of 1956 made
longtime physics teacher and basketball coach Emmet Hanick an
honorary member of their class.
The night also featured
speeches from President David
Laughlin and Chairman of the
Board of Trustees Mark Wilhelm,
as well as a performance from the
Varsity Chorus.
Saturday’s events consisted of
activities off-campus and symposia sessions, as well as a memorial
Mass for deceased alumni and the
traditional stag dinners for each
class. These dinners were held on
campus, in different parts of the
school, and wives of the alums
were invited.
One of the main goals of the
revamped reunion weekend was
to attract out-of-town alumni.
According to Director of Data
and Communications Joe Patke,
roughly two-thirds of alums live
in the St. Louis area and one-third
are out of town. Therefore, attendance at past reunions leaned
heavily toward local alumni.
Rick also organized many
off-campus events, primarily for
out-of-town alumni who had not

visited St. Louis in some time.
Those activities included tours of
the Art Museum and Zoo, as well
as golfing and tennis matches in
Forest Park.
According to Patke, those
events were well-received by
those who attended; however, attendance was miniscule.
The classes of 1961 and 1986
will hold their reunions at SLUH
this weekend. Because they are
milestone events—50th and 25th
year reunions, respectively—they
were not integrated into the reunion weekend. According to
Patke, they were scheduled far in
advance of the reunion.
“We try to schedule those reunions one and a half to two years
in advance so that alums can get
that on their calendars,” said Patke.
“They were on the calendar way
before we came up with this idea
of the grand reunion weekend.”
Currently, the plan is to continue the reunion weekend in
some format next year. Rick and
Patke will meet with representatives from next year’s reunions
early next year, where they will
make decisions about what form
the Reunion Weekend will take.
Rick plans to survey alumni that
attended for feedback on the reunion weekend, and that information will hopefully be compiled in a few weeks.
“When any organization
throws an event for the first time,
it’s hit and miss,” said Rick. “When
you believe it’s the right thing to
do, you pursue it, you fine tune it,
and the popularity of it grows.”

Spirit week features rap battle
(continued from page 1)
cheering students moved their
arms up and down to the beat and
to lyrics about “U-Swag.”
A few students signed up before the rap off and as students
were filing in the Field House,
STUCO picked out students that
were interested in participating.
“I think it went really well,”
said Lynas. “We had a great turnout.”
Freshman Adrian Harris
took the No. 1 prize of a $10 Jimmy Johns gift card with his performance. Harris used no script,
unlike some of the other rappers.
“It’s kind of a hobby,” said
Harris. “I do it just because it’s
fun.”
“It seemed like it came from
the heart. It seemed like they
were born to rap more,” said senior Fritz Simmon of the rappers
who didn’t use a script.
“I think it went great. I didn’t
see any problems at all. I think
the guys who participated were
outstanding,” said STUCO moderator Lauren Dickens.
A traditional trailer for an
event like the Junior Billy Eight
Mile was absent this time because
of the difficulty of creating one.
“Trailers are always the best
thing to get people to notice stuff
but they’re also the hardest thing
to make” said Matthews.
STUCO made announcements about the two-day Spirit
Week. The group put flyers up
around the school on Monday
and made a few announcements
to get students signed up for the
Junior Billy Eight Mile and Wet
Billies. Homeroom reps also
made announcements yesterday
to remind students of the upcom-

ing events.
When asked, some students
early in the week said they still
didn’t understand what Spirit
Week was.
“We could have done a better job getting flyers out there. As
far as turnout and energy, it was
great” said Dickens.
Sophomore M219 homeroom rep Josh Ritter was not
pleased with the lack of activities
throughout the week.
“I think that STUCO is doing
a horrible job,” Ritter said. “Out
of 1100 students, there’s got to be
five or ten people that would like
to plan Spirit Week. If they can’t
do it themselves, then find five or
ten people to get to together and
do it for them.”
The tradition of Wet Billies
will take place today during activity period. Wet Billies consists
of a group of students who slide
down a Slip n’ Slide filled with disgusting pieces of food. In order to
save food, the cafeteria will supply the leftover scraps from lunch
that would have been normally
thrown away.
“The STUCO guys wanted to
bring some of those older traditions back so underclassmen could
experience them” said Dickens.
Throughout the week, STUCO has been selling t-shirts designed by senior Perry May for
$10 in the cafeteria in preparation for the football game Friday
against Chaminade.
STUCO plans to have an allschool Running of the Bills for the
game tonight, meaning all students will have the opportunity to
be painted blue to promote school
spirit, and if so, they will get in the
game free of charge.
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Soccerbills rebound with back-to-back shutouts
by James Boeckmann
REPORTER

S

t. Louis U. High took on
Duchesne in St. Charles last
Monday looking to rebound
from their disappointing loss to
Oakville last week. The Jr. Bills
certainly came back strong, pouring it on in a 4-0 win.
The scoring began in
the first half when senior Sam
Steurer set up to take a free kick
from SLUH’s end of the field, usually an unlikely place to set up a
goal. However, Steurer sent the
ball beautifully over the heads of
the Duchesne defense, and senior
Ryan Merrifield ran on to the
long ball for a breakaway, where
he drove the ball into the side netting for goal number one.
SLUH continued to own
the game for the rest of the half,
but couldn’t get another goal.
The scoring resumed in
the second half, though, as senior
Paul Buehler beat Duchesne’s de-

fense to get a breakaway, which
he buried in the bottom corner to
double SLUH’s lead.
Later, senior Joe Jedlicka headed in a corner kick with
about 15 minutes to go in the
game.
For the fourth and final
goal, junior Nick Kocisak took
advantage of Duchesne’s goalie
mishandling the ball and easily
tapped in his first goal of the season.
Sophomore Jack Robinson started in goal for sophomore
Guillaume Delabar, who suffered
a concussion against Oakville last
Wednesday. Robinson was never
really tested.
The team seems to score
in streaks and looks very dynamic
at times, while at others the offense seems to stall.
Buehler said, “When
we pressure all over the field and
leave their defense exposed to the
counter are times when we are

very dangerous. Also, when we
just get the ball down and keep it
simple it works well for us.”
The next day, SLUH took
on Webster Groves in a rescheduled game from a few weeks earlier. Just like the Oakville game,
the Jr. Bills dominated the game
from start to finish, even though
scoring was slow in the first half.
The SLUH offense was
bogged down by an unusual
amount of offsides penalties in
the first half, but senior Tommy
Behr managed to send Buehler
for a breakaway, which he slotted
calmly into the corner of the net
for the only goal of the first half.
The offense really picked
up the pace in the second half
however and added four more
goals to their total. The first score
of the second half came when
junior Zach Hoffman crossed
the ball to Buehler in the box.
Buehler’s shot was stopped by a
great save, but senior Pepe Gas-

peroni got to the rebound and
scored easily.
The next goal would
come when senior Luke Gilsinger
drove a cross to Merrifield, who
quickly flicked the ball past the
goalie with the outside of his foot.
Soon after that goal, Behr headed
in a Kocisak corner kick making
the score 4-0. Kocisak also scored
the game’s final goal, working his
way through the box well and
beating the keeper easily from
about six yards away.
“I think the wins gave
us a boost of confidence and also
prepared us to play as a team
heading in to the Gateway Classic,” Merrifield said.
After school yesterday,
the Jr. Bills took on Cherry Creek,
last year’s state champions from
Colorado, in their first game of
the Gateway Classic. Check the
Nightbeat for the results.
The Gateway Classic is
one of the most competitive high

school tournaments in the country, and it comes right in the middle of the season. SLUH’s group
of eight includes five teams which
won their respective state championships, so the competition is
indeed going to be tough. This
should help prepare the Jr. Bills
for a competitive MCC schedule,
as well as let them know where
they stand.
“The MCC is nationally recognized for being so competitive in high school soccer, so
we are used to playing in games
against good teams all the time,
so I definitely think it gives us an
advantage,” said Buehler.
The tournament will certainly be exciting, and crowds will
fill the stands at SLUH all weekend for the tournament. SLUH’s
game times are dependent on its
results, so be sure to keep updated
about their schedule.

Swimming grabs a pair Cross country travels to Pallatine
of wins over MICDS
by Greg Fister
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Senior Sam Erlinger glides through his lane, with his sights set on the finish line.

by David Greaves
REPORTER

L

ast Thursday, the St. Louis U.
High swim team was able to
pull in a victory against MICDS.
The final score was 102 to 81 and
a 13 to 0 victory in diving.
The first race of the meet
was the 200 meter Medley relay.
SLUH’s A relay team consisting
of seniors Amir Paschal, Pieter
Derdeyn, Christopher Favier, and
Michael Slaughter came in first
with the MICDS relay trailing.
Another notable victory
for SLUH was in the 100-meter
backstroke. Juniors Richie May-

er and Nick Koors and Paschal
swept the MICDS swimmers
placing 1st, 2nd, and 3rd earning 13 points for the team against
MICDS’s three.
The victory was especially exciting for SLUH’s team
because even though they have
done well in invitationals and in
the Marquette relays, the Jr. Bills
had yet to win a dual meet until
they conquered MICDS. “I feel
excited and relieved that we finally won one,” said sophomore
swimmer Adam Bensalah who
recently recovered from a case of
pnuemonia.

STAFF ARTIST

V

enturing out of their home
state last Saturday, cross
country’s top 14 runners traveled
to a Pallatine, Ill., a suburb of Chicago, to race in the Pallatine Invitational.
The race, said runner
Joe Esswein, “is a great way to see
how the team ranks among the region.”
SLUH’s varsity team finished 11th in the meet overall,
beating many odds to prove its
worth among some of the best
ranked teams in the nation.
In the varsity race, senior Michael McLaughlin finihsed first for SLUH, finishing
with a personal record of 15:25, in
29th place overall.
Next came junior Tom
Laughlin, who overcame some
physical obstacles (he ran headfirst into a pole during the race).

After a week of being only with
guys, I think it’s completely natural for 14- to-18-year-old boys,
or men in some cases, to want to
have some sort of contact with the
female species. If the packs of girls
are on the track, then, like sharks
smelling blood, guys will follow
them down to that track.
I have no problem with
guys wanting to talk to, and get
free hugs from, friends who happen to be girls. I have no problem
with guys catching up with old
friends. But as Colonel Jessep,
played by Jack Nicholson, said in
A Few Good Men, “We use words
like honor, code, loyalty. We use
these words as the backbone of a
life defending something. You use
them as a punch line.”
Substitute the words brother-

personal best, as McLaughlin saw
it.
“I just ran quickly, hoped
I would do well, and I did,” said
McLaughlin. “Like Coach (Tom)
Flanagan says, to race well you
need to trust your body and spirit, and forget about your mind,”
McLaughlin continued.
McLaughlin says his
focus for the rest of the 2011 XC
season is a win at the State meet,
the first step of which is a good
showing at next week’s Metro
Catholic Conference meet.
After State, SLUH will
again race some of their Pallatine
competitors at the Nike Cross
National Regional meet in Terre
Haute, Indiana.
Today at 4 p.m., SLUH’s
JV and freshmen will race at
Queeny Park in the Ron Jorgenson Memorial Invitational.

Food drive meets expectations
(continued from page 2)
ra, juniors Jack Halbert, Mark
Messmer, and Aaron Buettner,
and sophomores Mark Rieke
and Paul Fister. This team helped
Bieber stay organized and keep all
the homerooms ordered, to avoid

Why are we not in the stands?

(continued from page 3)
costumes plus parents and fancy
clothes. The girls and sweat, not
necessarily together in this case,
remain.
What social aspect draws
hundreds of SLUH students away
from the SLUH student section?
One word, five letters: Girls. To
see the impact girls can have on
SLUH students, watch the heads
turn when a girl enters the cafeteria during freshman/sophomore
lunch period.
For nine months, we spend
the majority of our day surrounded by a thousand other guys. For
guys coming from co-ed schools,
the adjustment is weird at first. It’s
completely natural to see a girl you
know walking by the SLUH student section and want a free hug.

Laughlin righted himself and ran
past the finish in an admirable
49th place, also taking home a
personal 5K record of 15:40.
SLUH’s JV team finished
fourth in the meet, led by junior
David Arredondo in fifth place.
As this is the first of
two races that SLUH runs not in
Missouri, the trip to Pallatine is
a pretty big deal for the runners
involved. McLaughlin described
the attitude of the team on the
journey up as “quite jovial, but as
soon as we woke up on the day of
the race, the tone was much more
somber.”
The weather, cloudy and
60 degrees, was also somber, and
the pressure of facing some of the
fleetest feet in the Midwest might
have gotten to a few runners. But
as soon as the starting gun went
off at Deer Grove Forest Preserve
in Pallatine, it was just another
race, an opportunity to do your

hood, friendship, and solidarity
and that’s what we have going on
here. There’s a conflict between
our self-professed brotherly love
and our behavior at these games.
If we really loved our fellow classmates, our brothers, then why
can’t unite in that friendship to
form a loud, lively SLUH section
like we had in my freshman year,
led by the charismatically under
clothed Jack-Leahy, ’08. But sadly,
most SLUH students seem more
interested in the packs of young
girls than the battle raging on
the gridiron between their fellow
classmates and opponents trying
to rip their heads off.
The party line from any
track marauder, myself included,
goes something like this: I paid to
get into this game, and I can spend

some of last year’s confusion
about which homerooms earned
which points.
CSP workers gave up
their weekend to count and
sort all the cans. After the cans
had been counted up, they were

shipped to Sts. Peter and Paul and
Shalom House. CSP plans to hold
other events to get kids active
later in the year such as having
homerooms adopt a family, which
should start around the beginning
of November.

my time however I want once inside the gates. This is America for
heaven’s sake. There’s some truth
in that argument. But then don’t
act like you care when the Jr. Bills
make a late comeback. Don’t act
like you were even at the Vianney game. “Go put your creed
into your deed,” said Ralph Waldo Emerson. If you don’t believe
in the whole SLUH brotherhood
thing, then don’t fake it. If you do
believe there is some special connection between guys who go and
have gone to SLUH, then honestly
you should be in the stands demonstrating that connection.
The bottom line comes
down to this. Although athletes
and performers never admit that
having a crowd or a lack thereof
affects them negatively, humans

naturally perform better, feel better about themselves, with support. That’s what we can provide
in the stands, support. For example, the support a spotter provides
in the weight room allows you to
lift more weight than you normally could. The mutual support
students give each other during
an AP Physics study session improves everyone’s grade.
I’m not saying that if
SLUH is winning or losing by 30
points every student should be
screaming his lungs out in the
student section. But if it’s a close
game, we owe our brothers our
support, or else all we stand for
and say is a simple catchphrase to
attract eight graders and make us
feel better about ourselves.
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Sansone, Hawkins combine for six TDs as Jr. Bills shut out Vianney
by Ryan Dowd

photo | Kyle Vogt

CORE STAFF

A

fter two grueling weeks of
football against Webster
Groves and CBC, the St. Louis
U. High football team (1-1, 2-3)
seemingly caught Vianney at the
right time, routing the Griffins
48-0.The Jr. Bills made the game
look like playing Madden on easy.
The great revelation the past
two weeks has to be the Jr. Bill
defense. After struggling to stop
Parkway North’s ground attack
and Webster’s multi-dimensional attack, the defense has come
up solid, two weeks in a row. In
fact, the Jr. Bills were more than
solid against the Vianney offense.
While the Vianney offense only
averages 11.4 points a game, a
shutout is a special accomplishment when it comes to football.
Head coach Gary Kornfeld
said, “While Vianney didn’t pose
the same problems our previous
opponents did, I think our kids
are getting better as a unit. I think
they understand our defensive
philosophy and their assignments
better, and that’s allowing them to
fly to the football and play tough.”
The Jr. Bills seemed to come
out cold initially though. There
was an apparent lack of physicality in the first several Vianney
possessions that allowed the Griffins to scrape out a couple of first
downs.
Senior
linebacker
John
Jedlicka said, “We took Vianney
too lightly in the first quarter and
realized that they were going to
keep fighting if we didn’t punish
them.”
From that point, SLUH indeed punished the Griffins. The Jr.
Bill starters did not allow a scoring opportunity for the rest of the

Running back Terek Hawkins breaks away from a Vianney defender in SLUH’s rout of the Golden Griffins.

game.
As the final seconds ticked
away, Vianney did have one last
chance to put points on the board
against the Jr. Bill backups. Several yards from the goal line, Vianney quarterback Garrett Staskewicz tossed a fade into the corner
of the end zone, but junior Jacob
Somerscales picked the ball to
save the shutout.
On defense, the Jr. Bills
notched three interceptions, four
sacks, and allowed only 75 passing yards. They allowed 101 yards
rushing on 39 carries for a stingy
2.6 yards per carry average. Linebackers senior Sean Rammaha
and sophomore Mike Hall led the
team with 10 tackles.
The defense also contributed
two touchdowns. Senior safety

Stefan Sansone and sophomore
corner Raymon Wingo each
returned an interception for a
touchdown.
Several personnel changes
have been key in this defensive
surge. Senior Jamil Irvin-Muhammad and Hall swapped at
weak side linebacker and strong
safety. The return of Rammaha
in the middle allowed Jedlicka to
slide out to his more natural outside position and helped shore up
the run defense.
Jedlicka said, “We were sick
of getting killed and finally decided to fight back. The defense
has also come together within the
past couple weeks and has been
gang tackling very nicely.”
Obviously the offense also
contributed to a 48-0 thumping,

though the offense also got out to
a slow start. The Jr. Bills just came
inches short of coming up with
the first downs they needed early
in the first quarter.
Vianney had a sound scheme,
played SLUH tight, and forced
two punts to start the game. Vianney couldn’t keep the better team
down, though, as Stefan Sansone
put the team on his back. With
only seconds remaining in the
first quarter, senior quarterback
Trevor McDonagh hit a streaking
Stefan Sansone for an easy pitchcatch 20-yard touchdown to go
up 7-0.
On the next offensive possession, after a long run from senior
Terek Hawkins, McDonagh hit
Sansone through the heart of the
defense for a 37-yard touchdown.

SLUH adds 7th and 8th grade junior football
by Nate Heagney
EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U High Jr. Bills
got some added emphasis on
the “junior” part their name this
year, joining the trend of local
high schools to add a Junior Football League team. SLUH now has
both a seventh and eighth grade
youth football team bearing its
name and colors.
Many other area high
schools, including Metro Catholic Conference rivals DeSmet and
CBC, have added similar teams
in recent years, pushing SLUH to
add a squad of its own. The team
practices at SLUH and wears blue
and white, but receives no funding from the school and has very
little contact with the varsity football program.
SLUH athletic director Dick
Wehner said the main purpose
for starting the team was to attract grade school students to the
school.
“This has been over two years
in the making,” said Wehner.
“I think the real impetus in the
background for starting this program is, ‘Hey we’re in the studentathlete or the student recruitment
business. Any time you can get
any kids or their parents on campus, that’s a plus.’”
After settling the details of
the program, SLUH had to run
much of the proposal past the
Missouri State High School Activ-

ities Association (MSHAA) in order to make sure they were not in
violation of MSHAA rules. SLUH
coaches are not allowed to watch
practices or talk to players of the
junior team. The athletic department is not allowed to provide the
teams with uniforms or footballs.
And since the team practices on
Monday nights, it has to pay extra
for rental because of the lighting
costs.
“They are just like any other
rental coming onto campus,” said
Wehner.
That said, Kornfeld did find
coaches to put in charge for the
teams, and the respective coaching staffs are made up mainly of
SLUH football alumni and former
players’ parents, which Kornfeld
noted was important in terms of
building a SLUH identity on campus.
“The thing that I’m excited
about is that we have a lot of alums working in the program,”
said Kornfeld. “They know what
St. Louis U. High is all about, what
we’re looking to do here. And for
me that was the most important
thing.”
However, Kornfeld added
that the strategic identity of the
SLUH football program has little
footprint on the junior team, as
Kornfeld was wary of schemes being leaked to other schools.
“I said I didn’t care about the
playbook,” said Kornfeld. “I just

cared that the kids played right
and were treated right.”
Kornfeld added that while
the hope was for kids who played
in the program to be interested in
SLUH, playing for the team was
no promise of the players being
accepted into the school.
Spots for the team filled up
relatively quickly, with the seventh grade roster filling quicker
than the eighth.
Wehner noted that SLUH did
not want to fall behind to other
local programs who were starting
similar teams.
“That was a motivator,”
said Wehner. “All those (other)
schools see it as a way of recruiting students to their school and
we figured we needed to do the
same thing.”

The Athletic Director addressed concerns that the main
reason for starting the program
was to get quality football players
to SLUH.
“I would be an idiot to sit
here and say it has nothing to do
with getting football players and
stuff like that,” said Wehner. “But
that’s not the main motivation for
doing this. The main motivation
for this is getting kids on campus.”
Several local schools have
started to add junior programs
in other sports as well, most recently basketball. Wehner said
that SLUH is looking at possibly
expanding other athletic programs to youth leagues, but that
a basketball team would likely
not come until two to three years
down the road.

Sansone was still hungry for
more, snagging a tipped pass and
weaving his way through traffic
for a 42-yard touchdown.
Kornfeld said, “(Sansone) lit
it up. He made a couple really nice
catches and runs and then had a
real nice run to the end zone on
an interception.”
Hawkins took his next carry
for 35 yards and a touchdown. In
just four offensive plays, the Jr.
Bills had scored 28 points and put
the game out of reach. Each member of the two-headed monster
at running back—Hawkins and
fellow senior Cameron Stubbs—
has had his day. The explosive
Hawkins had 10 carries and sliced
and diced his way to 118 yards.
Hawkins said, “Most of the
time I’m fighting for extra yards,
and guys just can’t get a grasp
of me. I think it’s because of my
size and quickness. I love hearing
guys’ reactions after the plays that
I break four or five tackles in.”
Hawkins rushed for two
more touchdowns in the second
half.
The Jr. Bills host Chaminade
(1-1, 3-1) tonight. Chaminade
lost Division I talent this past year
at quarterback, running back,
and wide receiver but still pose a
threat. Chaminade beat Vianney
27-0 two weeks ago. The Jr. Bills
hope to get back to .500 for the
stretch run.
Hawkins said, “We are definitely a positive team. Those
losses haven’t done anything but
boost our confidence because we
know for a fact that those three
games could easily have been
ours. I feel like were finally back
to ourselves. U-SWAGG’s back.”

Underclassman
Sports Scores
C Football
9/22		
W 20-14 vs. Vianney
9/29		
W 28-6 @ Chaminade
JV Football
9/26		
W 16-6 @ Vianney
C Soccer
9/23		
W 9-0 vs. Granite City
9/26		
W 9-0 @ Duchesne
9/29		
W 2-0 @ CBC
B Soccer
9/22		
W 3-1 @ CBC JV
9/26		
W 5-1 @ Duchesne
9/27		
W2-0 vs. WG
JV Soccer
9/26
W 3-2 @
Rockwood Summit
9/29
L1-0
@ DeSmet
—compiled by Jack Witthaus

Seniors participate in documentary
(continued from page 2)
er to film, having worked on projects that range from the official
video history of General Motors
to an award-winning documentary about HIV-positive women
entitled Strong Women, Positive Choices. St. Louis University Medical School contracted
Avatar, a company Hauschultz
was working for, to make Strong
Women, Positive Choices.
Hauschultz and a colleague produced Strong Women,
Positive Choices, which included

creating the story line, creating
the interview questions, finding
and prepping the participants,
and directing the shooting and
editing. Since Hauschultz mainly
does corporate filming, his work
rarely gets wide release, but the
company he was working for got
the documentary on television,
where it won two Emmys.
The success of Strong
Women, Positive Choices made
it easier to find funding for his
documentary about gun violence.
That funding again came from St.

Louis University Medical School.
“They actually called us
and said ‘Do you have any more
ideas?’ And this was my idea—
gun violence in St. Louis,”
Hauschultz said.
After already working
on the documentary for more
than a year, Hauschultz hopes to
have a finished product around
Christmas. After he transcribes
SLUH’s discussion and puts together a rough edit, he still has to
film supporting footage.
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Bufe wins MLK Model of Justice Award
photo | Ben Hilker

by Sam Fentress
REPORTER

S

Senior Sam Bufe.

t. Louis U. High senior Sam Bufe
recently received the Martin Luther King Model of Justice Award,
which honors a senior at each archdiocesan high school who has exemplified a commitment to service and
justice.
Bufe, who worked at various service projects the last year, was
one of several nominees chosen by a
group of teachers. CSP Director Simone Bieber said the teachers chose
“students who have demonstrated
through their attitude and their work,
a commitment to serving humanity in
the broader community.”
After reviewing the nominees, a panel of teachers convened
in Campus Ministry to narrow the
choices down to one individual.
The panel raised several positive points about Bufe. One teacher

told Bieber that Bufe was “someone
that did not do service to fulfill a requirement. He did service out of the
good of his heart.”
Beiber said that Bufe had
been noted as an advocate for different areas of social justice by different
teachers.
“It’s an honor to receive it,”
said Bufe, who, appropriately enough,
will miss the award ceremony due to
his commitment to the Honduras Senior Project.
Bufe attended the Ignatian Teach-In last year, a project in
Washington, D.C. whose mission is
to make young people aware of social injustices. Bufe attributed his
awareness of certain injustices to
the Teach-In, which he attended as
a part of SLUH’s Pax Christi group,
saying that was one place he got involved in acting against injustices.

Curdt, O’Brien rage through Ruckus

by Mitch Mackowiak

photo | courtesy of Mr. Tim Curdt

REPORTER

W

ho would spend Saturday
morning slogging through
near-freezing mud water pits,
climbing fourteen foot cargo nets,
or commando-crawling across
thirty feet of rope? Wrestling
coaches Sean O’Brien and Tim
Curdt—as part of an event called
Ruckus St. Louis last Saturday.
Ruckus is a four-mile
obstacle course designed for those
with casual fitness abilities. Obstacles include an eight foot wall,
a sea of tires, and an inverted ladder.
Along with Curdt’s
brother Kevin and fellow wrestling coach Todd Clements, Curdt
and O’Brien headed to Sauget,
Illinois, last Saturday and started
the course at 9 a.m., the first wave
of the day.
Both coaches had prepared for the event with similar
approaches.
“(I did) a lot of anaerobic, interval, cross-fit kind of
training,” Curdt said. “It certainly
helped because you hit your exhaustion, and you have to have a
quick recovery while still moving.
You don’t want to stop out there.”
“(I did) a lot of running,”
said O’Brien, “and then in terms
of training for the obstacles, Mr.
Curdt did a lot of cross-fit stuff,
and I probably could have done
more of that. That would probably
be the best route: running with a
little cross-fit stuff.”
Having never experienced a Ruckus course, O’Brien
and Curdt agreed that it was sufficiently challenging.
“You know when you
run you can get a pretty consistent pace,” said O’Brien, “and you
would get in that rhythm, and immediately hit an obstacle. Then
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Friday, September 30

Schedule R
Class of 1986 Reunion
AP
Latin Club Elections
Lindenwood University—M115
12:45 pm University of Notre Dame
3:45 pm V Soccer Semifinal @ Gateway Soccer Classic
4 pm
Cross Country @ Jorgenson Memorial Invitational
7 pm
Football vs Chaminade
Lunch Special—Toronado
Healthy—Spanish Rice with Pinto Beans

Saturday, October 1
C Soccer @ CBC tournament
Varsity Soccer

Sunday, October 2
No events scheduled.

Monday, October 3
AP

Schedule R

Snack—Toronados
University of Dayton-M112
USC-M114
STUCO Forum @ Theater
3:30 pm New Ignatian Educators Mtg
4 pm
JV Soccer vs. Parkway South
5:30 pm JV Football vs Chaminade
Lunch Special—Flatbread Pizza
Healthy—Toasted Ravioli with Marinara sauce

Tuesday, October 4

Schedule R
Theatre Production (Seniors)
AP
Snack—Mini Burritos
Layfayette College @ Counseling Office
4:30 pm C Football @ Normandy
6 pm
Murray State (Sign up in Naviance)
Lunch Special— Toasted Ravioli
Healthy—BBQ Burger

Wednesday, October 5

Schedule R
Theatre Production (Juniors)
Sr. Pallotine Retreat
AP
Snack—Sweet Pretzels
Freshman Tutorial
Harvey Mudd College-M108
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville-M110
4 pm
V Swim @ Mehlville
Lunch Special—Sloppy Joes
Healthy—Baked Lemon Pepper Tilapia

Thursday, October 6
Summer Reading (Sophomores)
AP
Snack—Bosco Sticks
4 pm
B Soccer vs. Francis Howell North
6 pm
V Soccer vs. Francis Howell North
Lunch Special—Papa Johns Pizza
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan

Schedule R

Friday, October 7

English teacher Sean O’Brien scales a cargo net in the Ruckus obstacle course.

you’re switching to a different
kind of endurance, so it was hard,
but it was fun.”
Both found the series
of ten foot high dirt and sand
mounds to be the hardest obstacle.
“They have all these
ranger bars you’re climbing over,
and these monkey bars, and you
run into a pit of near-freezing water,” said O’Brien. “But the most
difficult thing is, you run for about
a quarter, maybe a half mile, and
there are six dirt mounds in a row.
When you run up the first one
you think, ‘Oh.’ Then you run up
the second one. Oh no.”
The average completion
time of a Ruckus course is 45 minutes. O’Brien finished in the top

40 percent with a time of 38:22,
while Curdt, surpassing O’Brien
by 40 seconds exactly, edged into
the top 30 percent with a time of
37:42.
Having had experience
with the course, the coaches now
know how to improve on their
benchmark times.
“I would probably do it
faster next time because I was saving some energy,” said Curdt, “because I hadn’t gone through the
obstacles, so I didn’t want to be
too tired on them, so I would’ve
run a little harder.”
O’Brien alluded to
Curdt’s using performance-enhancing substances, but nothing
has been confirmed yet.
Curdt discovered Ruck-

Schedule R
Summer Reading (Freshmen)
AP
Snack—Mozzarella Sticks
8 am
Georgetown University (sign up in Naviance)
9 am
Rice University (sign up in Naviance)
5 pm
V Soccer @ Rockhurst
7 pm
V Football @ Eureka
7:30 pm Dauphin Players Production
Lunch Special—Chicken Bites
Healthy—Roasted Turkey
calendar | Adam Thorp and Stephen Lumetta

us through an advertisement on
Active.com. He showed the ad to
English teacher Steve Missey, who
dared him to sign up, so naturally Curdt did. During Upward
Bound, Curdt told O’Brien, who
signed up immediately.
Both coaches would definitely run the course again when
Ruckus comes back to St. Louis.
“I thought it would be
fun, but it was a lot more fun than
I even anticipated,” said Curdt.
“I’m pretty sure our wrestlers
would do very well on that course,
and had it not been in their sea-

son, I think our cross country guys
would have really done well. We
got lucky because of that, because
then the cross country coaches
couldn’t do it, so we can now claim
that we’re the fastest coaching staff
in SLUH on the Ruckus run.”
“It’s just fun,” said
O’Brien. “When you’re a kid,
you run around a playground,
you climb all these things, and at
some point you stop doing that
… there’s no longer that danger,
and here it’s kind of an adult playground. If SLUH guys did it, they
would enjoy it.”

challenge and thrill of taking
the test, while others simply
take it begrudgingly to get it out
of the way for college preparations. Either way, we should take
it seriously but at the same time
acknowledge that it isn’t an endall number dictating how talented we are as a person, since
there are so many other factors.
Although we shouldn’t get
discouraged over not earning a

perfect score, the common SLUH
attitude of fighting for the 36 is
certainly not a bad one. Having
the dedication to strive for the 36
in itself tells us something about
ourselves: that we enjoy learning and long for success. Having
these habits to strive for it not
only make us strive to be successful for ourselves, but also to be
our best for others. Test scores are
just one indicator of that.

Test scores and what they say about us
(continued from page 3)
who
scored
a
35.
The counseling department generally thinks otherwise.
“As counselors, we know
there’s not a real difference between a 35 and a 36,” said guidance counselor Ken McKenna.
“The fact that people strive to hit
the bullseye and appreciate the
stretching of a limit and trying to
hit a new level, I think that striv-

ing is what moves things forward
and causes people to do things
that have never been done before.”
The ACT, and standardized testing in general, does not
claim to test everything a student has ever learned. They are
merely tests of understanding in
select subject areas. I have noticed that in many cases, getting
that 36 is really a matter of studying specifically for the test and

mastering its nooks and crannies through careful preparation.
McKenna added, “Tests
are not more important than
your performance in a classroom or your effort. They’re attempts to measure potential. But
they’re just attempts, so (students) certainly shouldn’t lose
themselves or condemn themselves about how they score.”
Some students enjoy the

