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Loge will host
smaller Fall Ball
by Matt Cooley
EDITOR IN CHIEF

S

This week, the Dauphin Players premiered Of Mice and Men, a play based on the all-school summer reading book
written by John Steinbeck. Students of each class missed Activity Period and periods 3 and 4 this Tuesday through
Friday to watch the performance in preparation for the all-school reading discussion next Tuesday. There will also
be two additional general audience performances tonight and Saturday night at 7:30 p.m.

TUCO has resurrected the Fall
Ball dance, deciding to hold a
smaller dance in the theater loge
instead of canceling it altogether.
Most students found out on
Friday that STUCO had cancelled
the junior-senior dance because
the traditional Science Center
venue was unavailable.
According to STUCO President Bryan Mathews, many
parents and students contacted
STUCO to ask that the dance still
be held. In order to satisfy those
people, STUCO decided to hold a
smaller dance in lieu of no dance.
“Some parents called and
voiced their complaints, and
some students complained too,
saying that this would be one of
the only dances they’d be able
to go to for the whole year, their
dates had already bought dresses,
they’d already asked dates. So we
felt that if we could put on a dance
that would please 40 people and
continued on page 5

Langford Statue inspires Hiring process turns eye
remembrance, community toward diversity
by Jack Witthaus

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

T

he seniors of the varsity football team entered the locker
room quietly last Friday night.
Before kickoff, a three and a
half foot tall bronze statue dedicated to Brendan Langford, ’12,
and his father, Warren “Rocky”
Langford, ’75, was memorialized
outside of the Berthold entrance.
The seniors on the squad took
part in the ceremony.
“All the seniors were really
quiet walking up to the locker
room,” senior captain Bryan
Mathews said. “And then we got
together the team and kind of told
the guys what happened. And we
said if you are not fired up to play
then there must be ice running

through your veins.”
The varsity team has partially
dedicated its season to Brendan
Langford, who died in a plane accident in June 2009 along with his
father, Warren, and his classmate
Jacob Ritz, ’12. Brendan and his
father both played St. Louis U.
High football.
The ceremony started at 6:25
p.m. A small group of around 30
family members, friends, SLUH
administrators, and seniors on
the varsity football game gathered
around the statue.
A practice jersey and hat
were given to Langford’s mother.
“I think most people remembered the one year he had
at SLUH and how much he loved
continued on page 4
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by Nate Heagney
EDITOR

O

f the nine new, non-ASC
teachers this year, six are
female, one is African-American, and one is Asian-American.
While St. Louis U. High’s faculty
is far from homogenous, the new
teachers of 2011 brought more
women and minorities than usual. These changes appear to be the
result of at least some intentional
measures on the part of the SLUH
administration.
Since becoming principal
just over three years ago, John
Moran has placed an emphasis
on cultivating the diversity that
comes with SLUH’s location in
the heart of St. Louis City. That
emphasis has been reflected in the
creation of the Vice Principal for
Diversity position, among other
things. There has also been an increased emphasis on considering
diversity when seeking applicants
for open faculty positions, an area
where Moran said SLUH may
have lacked direction in the past.
“I think there was a general
desire to always be looking for
diversity when it came to hiring,
but I don’t know that we were as
strategic as we could’ve been,”
said Moran.
Moran and the administration have tried to change that
lack of strategy by intentionally

seeking out a range of candidates,
both locally and nationally. The
school has done that by having
a presence at several hiring fairs,
including ones that are diversityoriented. SLUH co-hosted such a
fair with DeSmet a couple of years
ago.
SLUH also has approached
that hiring process by targeting
specific areas through advertisements, as the school advertises in
both the St. Louis American and
the St. Louis Review, but not the
St. Louis Post-Dispatch.
Additionally, SLUH’s joining
of the Independent Schools of St.
Louis (ISSL) organization opened
the school to possible candidates
it might not have seen in the past.
Moran suggested that some
of those efforts may have paid off
in the most recent batch of new
faculty. “It’s very different from
year to year, but I think this year
was an example of our efforts in
terms of our advertising and our
aggressiveness out in the community. I also think that because
we are present at those events, because we are very active with our
diversity work with other schools,
we have a pretty good reputation
in regards to how seriously we
take diversity,” said Moran.
Assistant Principal for Diversity Chip Clatto said that the
continued on page 4
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Running, kicking, and swimming
Underclassman sports have shown promise this fall in soccer, cross country, and
swimming. Page 6

Parents join admissions crusade
Mom admission ambassadors and a new
on-campus event, SLUH night, are two
substantial new programs. Page 5

Football narrowly escapes defeat
Jr. Bills hold off Chaminade in a gritty
game that featured several unsportsmanlike conduct penalties. Page 7

SLUH sports give back
As an effort to bond as a team and give
back to the community, SLUH sports
teams participate in service. Page 5

Graduation
will return
to Peabody
by Adam Thorp
STAFF

I

n a sense, we’re going home,”
said principal John Moran
of St. Louis U. High’s decision to
move this year’s graduation to the
newly-reopened Peabody Opera
House.
Until 1991, SLUH alternated
its graduations between the Peabody (then the Kiel) Opera House
and Powell Hall, the current venue. SLUH has held its graduation
at the Powell for the 21 years since
the Peabody closed.
Peabody has hosted events
ranging from Rolling Stone’s
concert to a campaign speech by
Harry Truman in its 77-year history. SLUH’s first class to graduate
there was the class of 1951.
The legacy at the venue
played a big role in SLUH’s quick
response to the Peabody’s reopening. By June, SLUH had contracts
finalized with the Peabody staff.
Ed Golterman, ’56, was an
important part of the campaign
to save the opera house. Golterman and his brother both had
graduated in ceremonies from the
Kiel, and Golterman was elated by
SLUH’s return.
“It’s a joy. I definitely feel that
it (returning SLUH to the building) was one of my motivations,”
said Golterman.
The decision to move from
Powell Hall, where SLUH has held
graduations for the last 21 years,
did not reflect any overwhelming
problem with Powell Hall.
“In no way should this reflect
poorly on Powell Hall. It’s been a
great venue for us,” said Moran.
“There have been some beautiful
graduations there, and I know for
some parents and alums, they’ll
miss Powell Hall—that’s their
graduation home. But when the
opportunity came to return to the
place we had always done graduation, we pursued it immediately.”
The main advantage to the
new setting is its substantial size
difference. SLUH occasionally
had problems fitting in Powell
Hall.
“We would like to get as
many people as possible on the
orchestra (ground) level,” said
Moran. “Right now, at Powell Hall
we can only give each student two
or three tickets. Families are often
split as a few people sit downstairs
and the rest of the family has to
sit on the balcony. Our hope with
continued on page 4
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Let’s remember Brendan and Jake
Senior Ryan Dowd believes we should
keep Brendan and Jake alive not just in our
hearts, but our day-to-day lives around
SLUH. Page 3
Letter: Keep Iggy rooted
Max Waters, ’11, wants SLUH to keep the
St. Ignatius statue in its tranquil setting
overlooking the upper field. Page 3
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A smelly and fish-stained Wet Billies wraps up Spirit Week
by John Webb
CORE STAFF

L

ast Friday marked the end of a
two-day Spirit Week with Wet
Billies and an all-school Running
of the Bills.
Spirit Week this year was
downsized from a full week to
two days, as part of plan to place
more emphasis on Mission Week,
which will begin the week of Feb.
27. Lack of advertising and a day
off Wednesday for faculty inservice led many students to be
uninformed about the events of
Spirit Week until Thursday, the
first day of planned activities.
“We had flyers made, but we
waited a little while to put them
up because we didn’t want to confuse people of what days (activities were happening),” said senior
class Vice President Chirs Lynas.
“I think the thing that threw most
people off—which we could have
been a little clearer with—was
that it was mostly supposed to be
on Thursday and Friday, not the
whole week. The guys like the seniors and juniors who have seen
Spirit Week before, that’s what
they’re used to. But this was really
something different. It wasn’t the
same Spirit Week.”
Part of the confusion
stemmed from not having a Spirit
Week last year. Last year, events
normally held during Spirit Week
were held during Mission Week.

This year’s St. Louis U. High Student Council (STUCO), however,
wanted to have a full-scale Mission Week and supplement it with
a two-day Spirit Week so that they
could have events like Wet Billies
and Junior Billy Eight Mile (formally known as Junior Billy Idol)
that STUCO couldn’t find space
for in the jam-packed Mission
Week.
“We decided we wanted to
have a Spirit Week of some sort,
but we didn’t want to have a full
week where we went all-out because we thought it would take
away from Mission Week,” said
Lynas.
Wet Billies took place on the
upper field Friday. Participants
slid around on a plastic sheet
filled with leftover food, observed
by the 300 students that attended
it.
“It was very interesting to
watch, and kind of disturbing,”
said freshman Andrew Bub. “The
smell was absolutely horrible. I almost got hit with a dead fish being
thrown around to the crowd, but
luckily I dodged out of the way.”
Although STUCO had plenty
of paint for the all-school Running of the Bills, only about five
freshmen and members of the
blue crew painted themselves
blue.
“I don’t feel that it was more
publicized, more people would
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Seniors Justin Ramacciotti and Brian McAuliffe wrap up a helpless freshman in last week’s Wet Billies.

have came. … I think that even
if we had a trailer, more people’s
minds wouldn’t have changed,”
said Vice President of School
Spirit Tommy Behr.
Student reactions to Spirit
Week have mostly been disappointing.
“I was disappointed that I

didn’t know about it until Thursday,” said junior homeroom 222C
social rep Jimmy Wirthlin. “I
loved Wet Billies and all-school
Running of the Bills.”
“I loved the T-shirts,” said
junior Justin Sinay. “I found out
about it on Thursday, but I wasn’t
too disappointed since Spirit

Week has never been a big deal in
the past.”
“It wasn’t terribly well publicized.” said senior Alec Lombardo. “The activities they had were
really good, but I think could have
been longer.”

STUCO Forum

steps in for George’s sophomores
Mission Week plans discussed Kainz
by Jack Godar
since the Liver Transplant team at teacher David Callon. Kainz said
photo | Ben Hilker

Students show rapt attention at the STUCO forum.

by Thomas Riganti
REPORTER

S

t. Louis U. High’s Student
Council (STUCO) held a forum forum in the theater Monday to plan Mission Week with
the help of homeroom reps and
any interested students willing to
share their ideas.
Vice President for Public Relations Chris Lynas estimated that
50 people came to the forum.
Homeroom reps were required to attend the forum, but
any student could show up with
ideas for Mission Week.
“That’s what it’s all about, for
people to at least have a chance to
speak their minds, and the forum
gives them an opportunity to do
that,” said STUCO moderator
Brock Kesterson.
Student Body president Bryan Mathews led the discussion by
giving students the opportunity
to share their ideas as well as asking students for their opinions
on possible activities for Mission
Week.
Students responded unanimously that they wanted another
all-school game of musical chairs.
The idea of selling sweat pants,
socks, or soccer scarfs was very

popular amongst the students.
Some of the other ideas
brought up by STUCO included
Lumberjack Day, which could
include a dress-down day and
pancake breakfast cooked by the
Fathers Club; the breaking of a
Guinness World Record like the
most people wearing flip-flops;
and the playing of annoying music during lunch periods.
Students at the forum
thought a lot of the ideas would
work to raise money when Mission Week arrives at the end of
February.
Some of the least likely ideas
suggested for Mission Week include a student-teacher boxing match, girls from other area
schools washing cars, and a mechanical bull.
Mathews wanted all the
homeroom reps at the forum to
go back to their homerooms with
some of the ideas suggested to
gauge their interest so that Mission Week would appeal to the
student body and boost revenue.
Mathews closed the forum by
saying, “We’re going to try to put
on the best Mission Week we can
for everyone.”

STAFF

W

hile English teacher Bill
George adjusts to his new
medication, his sophomore classes will have a substitute teacher,
Stephen Kainz.
George has been taking a
new array of drugs to fight his
Hepatitis C, a disease he was infected with in 1977 during surgery. While he undergoes this
treatment, he is unable to teach
his sophomore classes because
one of the side effects is “a fatigue
that undoes me by about noon
everyday,” according to George
via e-mail. George is still teaching
his senior classes in the morning,
however.
George does not know how
long he will be unable to teach
classes, because he does not know
how long the treatment will last

Barnes-Jewish Hospital evaluates
the effectiveness of the treatment
weekly.
“I’m on a short leash, kind of
like Arthur Rhodes or Mitchell
Boggs,” George said in his e-mail.
Kainz said that the teachers
are pleased to have an extra hand,
and the students have adapted
well to having a substitute teacher.
“All the teachers are glad to
have someone helping out, and
the students have been fine,” Kainz said, “They don’t seem weirded
out by the change of teachers at
all.”
Kainz is an alumnus of
SLUH, graduating in 2006. After
SLUH, he went to Truman State,
where he completed both his
undergraduate and graduate degrees. Last year, he was a student
teacher at SLUH under English
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editor in chief
Matt “List of devices with Gorilla Glass”
Cooley
news editor
Joe “List of fonts” Klein
editor
Nate “List of chess-related deaths” Heagney
assistant sports editor
Jack “List of Renaissance fairs” Witthaus
core staff
Ryan “List of unusual eBay listings” Dowd
Nathan “List of Black American baseball
players” Rubbelke
John “List of world’s largest cuckoo clocks”
Webb
staff
Luke “List of GPS software for mobile
phones” Reichold
Adam “List of Pakistani supreme court cases”
Thorp
Jack “List of helicopter prison escapes” Godar
reporters
Thomas “List of dump truck manufacturers”
Riganti
Mitch “List of unanswered questions” Mack-

that his previous experiences at
SLUH, both as a student and a
teacher, have helped him.
“I still have notes written
in my books from when I was a
sophomore,” Kainz said.
Kainz’s students have been
pleased with the sub, citing his
energy and attitude. One student
hoped that Kainz would not give
as much homework as George
does.
Kainz said that his favorite
part of teaching so far is when his
students engage in in-class discussions.
“I like when the students get
really invested in a book or short
stories,” Kainz said. “When the
students can get their opinions
out and debate amongst themselves, it’s really fun to watch.”
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owiak
Will “List of Canadian clothing store chains”
Smith
Kieran “List of things considered unusual”
Connolly
David “List of homelessness in popular culture” Greaves
Giuseppe “List of scientific metaphors” Vitellaro
Brian “List of sovereign states in 1496”
Dugan
James “List of Austrian women’s soccer
teams” Boeckmann
Sam “List of colleges of nursing in the Philippines” Fentress
Stephen “List of recycling codes” Lumetta
staff photographer
Ben “List of Canon products” Banet
contributing photographers
Mr. Matt “List of people considered deities”
Sciuto
staff artist
Greg “List of successful coups d’état” Fister
moderator
Mr. Steve “List of cannon projectiles” Missey
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Editorial

Spirit: let’s do our job

I

t would be easy to think that
STUCO was under assault last
Friday. After students read in the
Prep News about an insubstantial
Spirit Week and STUCO’s cancelling Fall Ball, we heard congratulations about how our paper
supposedly took STUCO to task,
putting the group in its place for
its failures.
In truth, the Prep News has
absolutely no ill will towards
STUCO. We want STUCO to succeed as much as anyone, and we’re
confident that they’re trying.
STUCO held a forum this week to
plan Mission Week in the spring,
and they’ve attempted to salvage
Fall Ball. While the dance probably won’t be what it could have
been without all the mishaps in
finding a venue, this last attempt
demonstrates their resolve to
get things done right. We’re glad
they’re listening.
We hope that this resolve
will extend to Fall Festival, which
is scheduled for Oct. 20, because
planning that event will be a challenge. Unlike most dances and
mixers, Fall Festival doesn’t enjoy
a tradition of strong student support—for the past few years, for
one reason or another, the crowds
who have come to see their classmates’ bands and barbecue have
been thin. Meeting this challenge
can be STUCO’s chance for re-

demption, their chance to show
the school that they can, in fact,
get events done right the first
time.
But if we the students just
wait for STUCO to get it right,
Fall Festival is guaranteed to fail.
While we can be quick to criticize
STUCO’s failures, ultimately the
success or failure of their events
depends on students’ willingness
to show up and participate. No
matter how much STUCO advertises or how hard they work to
secure the best food or music, it
will be nothing without student
support.
School spirit, strong school
events, are not just STUCO’s job.
They’re our job. We supported
our leaders when we cast our ballots last spring, but we need to
support them year-round. They
lead and organize us, and we can
certainly be upset when they don’t
do that well, but the SLUH experience is ultimately something
we build, not something STUCO
makes appear.
So, go attend fall festival. Go
support your classmates in a play
or a sports game. Go pitch your
ideas to STUCO and help make
them happen. After all, it’s STUCO’s job to make the most of the
school spirit that exists, not conjure it out of thin air.

Commentary

Have we forgotten our
fallen classmates?
by Ryan Dowd
CORE STAFF

T

his past week Brandon
Hseuh, a seventh grader at
Priory, died when he was hit by
a car crossing the street. Our
thoughts and prayers go out to
Brandon’s family and his family at
Priory.
Sadly, SLUH has become accustomed to tragic deaths. In my
four years alone, we’ve lost several teachers, several students
have lost parents, and of course
we lost Brendan Langford, ’12,
and Jake Ritz, ’12, a little more
than three years ago. Brendan and
Jake, along with Brendan’s father
Rocky, ’75, died in a plane crash
near the Arkansas-Missouri border during the summer of ’09.
Brendan’s death and the dedication of the Langford statue last
Friday forced me to think about
Brendan and Jake and how we
have forgotten them.
After Fr. Marco had blessed
the Langford statue, a handful
of seniors on the football team
jogged away to continue their
warm-up. Fr. Marco and several
SLUH administrators were talking with the other adults and
remaining students. I looked
around and recognized at best ten
out of 270 seniors watching Fr.
Marco dedicate a statue at the entrance to the football stadium to
their fallen classmate.
I understand that the event
was not highly publicized. But
what does that say about our
leaders if they cannot keep us
informed on events like a dedication to a fallen comrade? Or what
does that say about us as a class if
we can’t keep ourselves informed
on what actually happens around

our school?
When the inline hockey team
had a game dedicated to Jake Ritz,
I noticed a similar turnout. This
was less than a year after Jake and
Brendan had died in the plane
crash, and still only a handful of
our classmates could come to one
inline hockey game to honor Jake.
Personally, these turnouts are unsettling.
Though depressing, I thought
our class felt most unified at Jake’s
and Brendan’s funerals. We were
united in our grief, shock, and
confusion. It should have been
our job to keep them alive, in
shared stories and shared memories. And in some aspects, I think
we’ve done that. Thanks to mostly
Mrs. Russo and James Griffard,
we made the book for their families. Their initials are on the banner. We now have the statue. But
when was the last time you heard
the names Brendan Langford
and Jacob Ritz in the hallway?
When was the last time you really
thought about Brendan and Jake?
Right now Brendan and Jake
should be scrambling through the
CommonApp. Right now, Brendan and Jake should be going to
proms. They would be composing
clever tweets and dropping Facebook. They would be laughing at
pictures of themselves as freshmen. Now all the class of 2012 can
do is look at those same freshman
pictures and wonder what could
have been.
I didn’t know Jake and Brendan that well. I had Spanish class
with Jake and played football with
Brendan, but you could find a lot
of people who knew them better.
What I can tell you personally is
continued on page 8
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Ignatius statue an anchor where it is
To the editors:
Fateful Facebook informed
me that the administration plans
to move the beloved statue of St.
Ignatius from its quiet but homey
corner off the upper field onto
the “new” front entrance to the
school.
Being an alumnus, I don’t
know which side of the school is
the front anymore—or if it even
has the same number of sides it
did last year—but I’ll assume that
it’s the end of the circle-drive.
We’d call that the new front
inaccurately; it’s true that the administration never comes in that
way, but we students have come in
that door every day for years, long
before my freshman year. This is
the entrance that two successive
senior classes decided to block off
(and 2012, I expect similar greatness), and that, it seems to me,

should make it the front; so St.
Ignatius has resided in the back of
school for this entire millennium.
But even if I misunderstand the location, I understand
the problem: the quaint calm of
the upper field which St. Ignatius’ likeness adds to. When cross
country runners come back to
their home at the U. High every
afternoon this fall, they stretch on
the quiet cool lawn in the shade of
trees outside the J-wing, and pass
the statue as they head inside.
When the Prep News writes up
this edition of the paper, a tired
staff-member might look out and
see the likeness of “Inigo” smiling
as he looks at the good, the awful,
and the benign parts of the world
the PN reports on.
Seniors (seniors!) and juniors
who eat outside get to sit and be
reminded of this Founder.
And of course, as the snow

comes to coat the field in a few
months, a BC Calculus student
down on his luck, a young freshman in English, and anyone who
happens to look out a window
can see Inigo de Loyola, the Jesuit
Santa Saint with his red pointed
hat.
If you move Ignatius’ statue,
you see it when you drag yourself, half-asleep, in to school in
the morning, and probably don’t
even notice it as you rush out the
door to leave. But leave him in his
current home, and his likeness
inspires you any time you pass
through the poor, forgotten upper
field.
I have the privilege of parking on the upper lot when I come
back to visit; it would distress me
greatly to see a blank space where
Inigo stood for years.
Maxwell Waters, ’11

Letter

The book can be just as exciting as the play
To the Editors:
The culture around the allschool summer reading book
has always disappointed me.
The premise behind the summer
reading is to unite the school in
an academic endeavor. It’s supposed to be enjoyable—just a few
days of reading a book chosen
by a department of the school.
In theory, it is a simple, effective,
and creative way to further unite
the SLUH community—a means
to teach us to see the world critically from all points of view, even
through the lens of a book.
Yet, in reality, it has become one of the most unpopular
school-wide activities we have.
The NHS-led small group discussions that usually take place the
second or third week of school
have always been dreaded by
many, and though some selections are easier to read than others (Longitude, anyone?), I’d say
that most, if not all, of the books
are unanimously and readily met

with winces and groans. Even Of
Mice and Men, barely 107 pages
long, faced skepticism.
But this year brought the
promise of change: we were going to have the privilege of seeing the play acted out by our own
students in our own theater. We
even used up class time to see it.
The production, which ran for the
first time this week, gave a real
face to George and Lennie, the
protagonists of John Steinbeck’s
novel. Of Mice and Men was a
fantastic show put on by spectacular actors—my highest praise
and congratulations goes to them
and everyone else involved in the
production.
But what about the book? The
theater department’s decision to
put Of Mice and Men on the stage
boldly aims to get to the heart of
the summer reading program. It
brings the student body and faculty together to witness the novella on stage, taking us through
Steinbeck’s world and providing a
concrete experience of the book.

It is a base of common experience
– everyone will have seen it by
the end of the week. And I think
it will fill the student body with
a passion altogether unforeseen
for the novella. Some might even
want to read it in light of seeing
the play.
It is easy to be moved by a
production. It is easy to get excited about it, to talk about it, and
to take wonder in it. Overall, it
is easy to get a positive reaction
from it. And so my challenge for
the student body is this: approach
the summer reading with the
same excitement. Find the same
moving passages, passionate dialogues, and critical messages you
saw on stage this week on paper.
Get rid of the lazy culture of antagonism and learn to embrace
what the books bring to your lives.
Learn to be Open to Growth.
J.P. de Legarreta, ’12

Commentary

Don’t use curricular time for extracurriculars
by Jack Godar
REPORTER

E

xtracurriculars are described
as “outside the regular curriculum or program of courses.”
Among the droves of extracurriculars we have here at SLUH is our
theater program. This week, the
Fine Arts department put on a
production of Of Mice and Men to
accompany the book, which the
Fine Arts department chose as the
summer reading book. All is well
with the set-up, except for that it
is mandatory and we missed a period of our classes in order to see
the play.
Last year, the P.E. department didn’t make us miss third
period to watch the football team
scrimmage to help us understand
Carlisle vs. Army, and athletics
are, like drama, extracurriculars.

This year, it seems that the Fine
Arts Department is exploiting the
opportunity to choose the summer reading book and using it
to advertise their performances.
Though I have heard that by all
accounts, the play was fantastic,
that does not mean that a theater
production has its place in the
“program of courses,” nor should
a class period be skipped. The fact
that an extracurricular is superseding a class goes against what I
have been told my whole life: that
extracurricular activities have a
lesser importance than school. In
grade school it was always, “Do
your homework before your practice, Jack,” and now it’s “Do your
homework before you write your
Prep News article, Jack,”
I know that many students
enjoyed the play, many enjoyed

PN Platform and editorial policy
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Editors

not having to worry about homework in their third period class,
and a few, who possibly believe
grape soda is a sophisticated
drink and 90s reruns are culture,
immensely enjoyed a nice nap in
the dimly-lit theatre. I enjoyed
the play, as well, which was a five
star production. Nevertheless,
extracurricular activities should
not cut out a whole class from
the curriculum. If the play only
took up an activity period, such
as the showcases for the band and
chorus, or the pep rally before
the CBC game, I would not have
a problem with being forced to
watch the play, since those events
are also mandatory. It is that an
extracurricular activity is depriving us of parts of our curriculum
that I find problematic.

Matt Cooley, Joe Klein, Nate Heagney,
Jack Witthaus
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Maintainence staff refreshes fall wardrobe

by Kieran Connolly
REPORTER

T

hough it may not have been
widely noticed, there has

been a change this year in the outfits worn by the maintenance staff.
The man in charge of ordering the uniforms, St. Louis U.
High's Director of Facilities Joe
Rankin said, “Usually once or
twice a year we end up getting
new uniforms, and it just so happens that this year they're all fresh
and new, and probably made an
impression.”
The shirts were purchased
from Common Thread, a business run by former SLUH biology
teacher Dan Shelburne and his
wife. Common Thread embroidered the shirts with the SLUH
fleur-de-lis and the wearer's name
and their role. For example, “security” could be on the right chest
pocket.
There are different shirt styles

depending on the department.
Security, groundskeeping, maintenance, and housekeeping each
have their own preferences.
“I try to let the departments
push to what their needs are,” said
Rankin, “so maintenance likes
their shirts with the double pockets, and housekeeping and environmental services requested the
short-sleeved blue shirt.”
There are no strict requirements on what type of shirts staff
can wear.
“They're not mandated to
wear a particular shirt every single day,” said Rankin. “They can
mix it up as long as they're wearing and representing St. Louis
University High School as well as
possible.”

Langford
statue placed
(continued from page 1)
it,” Langford’s friend and senior
Trevor Dorand said.
According to Mathews,
Langford and the statue will continue to remind the members of
the football team to play their
hardest.
“Definitely on senior night,
it’ll be in our heads,” Matthews
said. “Even though Brendan
wasn’t the best player, he definitely worked hard. And definitely at practice (the statue) will
be a reminder how hard we need
to work because every practice or
every game could be our last.”
Cartoons are the opinion of the
artist, not necessarily the opinion
of the Prep News or of St. Louis U.
High.

Graduation moves to Peabody
(continued from page 1)
Peabody is that if people are in the
balcony, it’s only the first couple
sections, so they feel like they’re
close.”
The situation for the graduates on stage could also be crowded at Powell, and was projected to
be worse than usual this year.
Assistant Principal Tom
Becvar said, “With the class size
that we have this year, it would
have been almost impossible to
fit everyone on stage (at Powell
Hall). This will be one of the largest classes we’ve had. Last year
was smaller, but the year before
that everybody was so squeezed
in so they could hardly move.”
Even before the students enter the stage, they need to line
up. Without a large loading area
at Powell Hall, the line took place
on the sidewalk along Grand Avenue, making the potential for inclement weather a problem.
“When it rains, it’s very bad.
It did happen one year. We had
to try to line up inside along the
wall. It was very crowded, very
hot and steamy. By the time we
walked in everybody was hot and
sweaty,” said Becvar.
The Peabody will also have
more space to mingle after the
ceremony thanks to its two tiers
of lobbies.
In order to decide whether
to return to the Peabody Opera
House, Moran and President David Laughlin toured the facility
while construction continued.
“I’m excited to see it when
it is finished, because there was
still so much work being done,”
said Laughlin. “It was hard for
me to get a great sense of all the
improvements. It was very much
a work in progress, literally with
construction happening. We were

wearing hard hats as we walked
around.”
The change of SLUH’s graduation plans has been announced
over several different mediums.
“I’ve actually announced it
a number of different ways,” said
Moran. “I told the senior class
at their back to school meeting
that they would be graduating
from Peabody Opera House. I announced it at an alumni gathering a week or so ago. I remember
Coach Wehner tweeted it back in
August when he first heard the
news. We certainly haven’t been
trying to be secret about it.”
Reactions to news of the
change has been tame.
“They didn’t burst into applause, and they didn’t say ‘Oh
that is too bad.’ They just said
“Oh, that’s kind of interesting information,” said Laughlin. “Some
people have been interested, and
said, ‘I’m glad that we’re some of
the first people back in now that
the Opera House is open’.”
“At the alumni board meeting last Spring, I asked for a show
of hands of who graduated from
the Kiel Opera House, and who
graduated from the Peabody, and
it was about 50-50,” said Laughlin.
“I’m really excited, it’s going
to be a great location for us,” said
Moran.
To learn more about SLUH
alumnus Ed Golterman, ’56 and
his work to save the Kiel Opera
House, see the Prep News article “St. Louis Revitalization,”
Volume 74, Issue 12, page 9,
by Nick Fandos. It is available
online:
sluh.org/prepnews/pdfs/74/
vol74-12.pdf

Hiring process turns eye toward diversity with new teachers
(continued from page 1)
school will continue to increase
its efforts to approach a diverse
pool of applicants.
“We are making a conscious
effort to go out and seek quality
minority or diversity candidates
than can teach our young men,”
said Clatto. “(But) we are far from
done.”
The reasoning behind the
efforts towards diversity hiring
is harder to quantify than the results, however. First and foremost,
SLUH seeks candidates that can
help further the school’s mission.
There is no formula for exactly
how diversity fits into that picture, but SLUH President David
Laughlin emphasized that diversity in and of itself was not specifically a factor targeted.
“You want to hire for mission.
Mission is a word that encompasses a lot of things,” said Laughlin. “In regards to the question
of diversity, that is certainly one
that you keep in your mind, but
it’s in conjunction with all of the
other things that are in place. And
I think when you have a chance to
do that it becomes a component.”
That diversity component
covers a broad range, including gender, class, ethnicity, and
religion. In some of these areas,
SLUH is already diverse. And
those groups can fit into the Mission in a variety of ways. For ex-

ample, SLUH doesn’t look for
specifically Catholic teachers, but
rather teachers with a strong faith
life that can take that faith into the
classroom.
Laughlin added that although the diversity of teachers
hired this year was greater than
in previous years, it was not because of a change in how SLUH
approaches the hiring process.
According to Laughlin, the school
seeks the best teachers out each
year, and this year that happened
to include six women.
In 2001, SLUH employed 11
female teachers (not including
staff and administration) and two
minority teachers. In 2006, those
numbers went up to 16 and 3, respectively. Now, in 2011, SLUH
employs 19 female teachers and 4
minority teachers.
The number of female teachers has come a long way from
when Mary Lee McConaghy, who
teaches Greek, first came to SLUH
over 30 years ago. At the time,
McConaghy was one of the only
females on the faculty at a time
when SLUH’s teachers were primarily Jesuits. McConaghy said
that the school has come a long
way in regards to how it appeals
to female teachers.
“I think when I started
here it was just so male-oriented, everything about it. And

I know a lot of mothers over
the years have said they were
happy to see more women faculty. It just changes the nature
of the school,” said McConaghy.
McConaghy said this change has
enhanced the value of the school
as it attempts to prepare young
men for life after SLUH.
“I think when you have a
male- or a white male-oriented
place, it’s out of touch with reality.
Does it really prepare somebody
to meet the rest of the world? I
think of some of the other areas
and values, the way of looking at
things. It’s helpful to have people
who are not necessarily Catholic or white or male to have their
viewpoints put into it,” said McConaghy.
Moran and Laughlin both
emphasized that a school like
SLUH has to prepare its students
for the real world, where diversity
is certainly a factor.
“I think part of the idea is
that to the degree that we can prepare students, it’s a diverse world
out there. So I do think we’ve been
intentional about making sure
that’s part of what’s in our mindset,” said Laughlin.
“If this is a college preparatory school and if we were to just
have an entire faculty of white
male teachers, that’s not preparing
you for college. It’s not preparing

you for anything,” added Moran.
Theology teacher Danielle
Harrison is one of the new faculty
members this year. Harrison previously worked at all-girls Incarnate Word High School, and before that for the Society of Jesus.
She discovered SLUH’s opening
through an advertisement on the
Jesuit Secondary Education Association website.
As a woman and an AfricanAmerican, Harrison in many
ways represents the diversity
that Moran and the Administration would ideally want to procure, hopefully giving students a
unique lens in the classroom.
“Being both female and being African-American, I do think
I bring a different perspective that
a lot of students don’t get,” said
Harrison.
Harrison is the type of
teacher who, according to Clatto,
might not have looked as hard at
SLUH in the past, but would now
be more inclined to teach at the
school. That inclination stems
from the fact that SLUH is getting
its identity out to a new base of
teachers, which Clatto hopes will
pay off in terms of diversity applications.
“When you don’t know about
something or you have false perceptions about something, you
tend to stay away. So I think it’s

important that teachers of diverse
backgrounds get to understand
who we are, what we stand for,
what our mission is. And I think
once that happens, you will get
more and more people to apply,”
said Clatto.
In the past, Clatto has talked
about how a school like SLUH,
which is so steeped in tradition,
can sometimes be unaware of how
intimidating the culture can be.
And Harrison noted that, while
she felt perfectly comfortable in
the classroom and her transition
had been relatively smooth, she
sometimes feels that intimidation
Clatto mentioned.
“The reputation (of SLUH) I
think was a bit daunting. I think
some things were easier than others. It is a culture change. It’s just
a different climate and that took a
little bit of time just to get used to
what the traditions are and how
do I fit in to that,” said Harrison.
As SLUH moves forward, it
hopes to further that tradition by
hiring the best teachers possible.
Moran and Clatto hope that tradition can assume a more diverse
form. Time will tell if this year’s
group of teachers was a bleep on
the faculty diversity radar, or if it
is a sign of change in the makeup
of SLUH teachers.
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SLUH night, parent ambassadors
added to Admissions activities
by Luke Reichold
STAFF

N

ew admissions procedures,
including the creation of
parent admissions ambassadors,
tour follow-up calls, and the
first-ever SLUH Night, are being
implemented this year to both
simplify and personalize the admissions process.
Every day, most students
see small groups of seventh and
eighth graders walking the halls
or occasionally sampling bits of
different classes. Known as ‘Inside
SLUH,’ these small group tours
are just one of the more recent additions to the SLUH admissions
process.
Inside SLUH is a relatively
new program, implemented just
last year, in which five to six visitors and their parents can tour
the halls and classes of the school
to get a better idea of daily life at
SLUH. Director of Admissions
Anja Schmelter and Assistant Director of Admissions Ben Farley
conduct these tours one to two
times per day.
“They’ve been quite popular and are currently booked
through nearly all of November.
And, overall, we get very positive feedback from the tours,” said
Schmelter.
The system of having student
admissions ambassadors officially
began last year, Schmelter’s first
as Director of Admissions. Back
then, the ambassadors were selected unofficially based on teacher recommendations alone. This
year, however, anyone interested
could apply to join.
Schmelter added, “So people
applied, and we really selected a
group that we felt not only could
represent the school well, but
also a group that served as a wellrounded representation of the
kinds of kids in the school.”
Brand new to Admissions
this year are parent admissions
ambassadors. The idea of parent
admissions ambassadors came
from Schmelter’s personal experience during her son’s application process to SLUH. So far,
about 70 SLUH mothers have
volunteered to serve the position.

After having two meetings at
the beginning of the school year,
these parent ambassadors will
primarily be aiding in making follow-up calls to parents of students
who have visited.
A more notable advancement
in the admissions process this
year is an entirely revamped online system. Last year, after tours
were completed, Admissions &
Financial Aid Assistant Kim Gohl
would have to manually followup with visitors by phone or email. Now, as soon as a tour is
completed, a system will send an
automated email prompting both
a parent and a student admissions
officer to contact the visiting family.
The new online system, set
up by SLUH’s tech department
in August with the initial intention of putting a tour scheduler
in place, makes both the user
and administrative aspects of the
admissions process much easier
than before.
“For example, if we had a
snowstorm, I could send an email
the night before to all these people if there were to be a school
closing,” said Schmelter.
This year, prospective students can also create an account
on the Admissions section of
the SLUH website. Through
that account, they can manage registrations for all of the
SLUH admissions events and
use it for both submitting the
application itself and signing
up for their family interview.
Through this online, accountbased system, the Admissions department can now maintain a single database of everyone who has
inquired about the school. Over
the summer, Farley collected data
from various open houses, high
school nights, and summer camps
to be added to the new system.
“This new system allows us to
have more time to do other things
and spend time talking to parents
and asking questions,” explained
Schmelter.
SLUH Night, an additional way for prospective students to experience SLUH in
a new way, will be held for

the first time ever on Oct. 26.
Schmelter explained, “The
event was born out of the fact that
we used to do an ‘Illinois night’
here, since they didn’t have a specific high school night. And then
I thought, ‘If we’re going to go
through all that trouble, why not
open it up to everybody?’”
SLUH Night will be a very
different experience than Open
House: there will be no tours and
no club presentations. Instead,
SLUH Night will include various
faculty and alumni speakers, a video, a question and answer panel of
students, and presentations from
various departments, followed by
light refreshments and a giveaway.
“We continue to look for
ways to improve the admissions
process, to make it easier on families, to make it more personal,
and to make sure we can answer
all the questions these students
have,” said Schmelter.
SLUH Night will be another
opportunity for students considering SLUH to experience aspects
possibly not shown by other admissions events, to interact with
members of the community, and
come to understand all the aspects of a SLUH education.
Thanks to the new online
registration system, numbers so
far indicate that SLUH Night already is set to have a large turnout of 111 families, around 300
people.
As far as expectations from
these different changes, Schmelter
said, “I just want every single one
of the people who come visit us to
feel satisfied and like we answered
all their questions and to come to
the conclusion whether (SLUH) is
a good fit for them of not.”
“I think all the improvements we’re doing and the new
programs in place are a way to
differentiate ourselves from other
schools, to make the process easier, more personable. The computer makes it easier. Follow-up calls
make it more personal. The new
event is something that no other
school is doing,” added Schmelter.

STUCO plans for new Fall Ball in theater loge
(continued from page 1)
the other people who wouldn’t
have gone anyway wouldn’t be affected, we’re going to do it,” said
Mathews.
The Fall Ball will now be
held in the theater loge, which is
much smaller than the other venues STUCO was considering that
would hold about 600 people. Initial estimates of the loge’s capacity
varied, but after consulting with
Director of Facilities Joe Rankin,
STUCO moderator Brock Kesterson said that the room could hold
180 to 200 people in its bleachers,
so the room could probably hold
about 250 people standing.
Because few students—only
25 by Thursday afternoon—have
signed up for the dance so far,
Kesterson and Mathews said it
was unlikely that capacity would
be an issue.
“It’s kind of a wait-and-see
game right now,” said Mathews.
However, the smaller venue

has been a major worry for many
students. Some students have
been scared off by the lower capacity, fearing that they won’t be
able to secure a spot.
“(I’ll go) if there’s room,” said
junior Michael Armbruster. “I’ve
heard there’s not very much.”
Mathews said that STUCO
will ensure that no student is
turned away from the dance. He
said that food and drinks would
be located in the adjacent Danis
Lobby to offer more space for
people to spread out. According to Mathews, if the number of
students who signed up exceeds
capacity, STUCO will make arrangements to ensure that there is
room for everyone.
“If it gets to the point where
we need to add more people, we
can definitely talk to the administration about doing that,” said
Mathews. “We don’t want to turn
anyone away.”

Mathews and some students
were optimistic about the smaller
venue, saying that the smaller
venue might actually make the
dance more fun.
“I think it might be nice to
have a smaller, intimate dance,”
said Mathews.
“I think having it in the loge
could be better if you’re with a
group,” said senior Michael Barry.
“You could be close to them instead of everyone being all over
the place.”
But other students felt that
the smaller venue could be problematic.
“I think it’s kind of stupid,”
said junior Nick Wattowa. “When
they announced it, I thought, ‘is
this some joke?’ It does not sound
like a good time.”
Overall, students seemed to
appreciate that STUCO decided
to reschedule the dance, although
the uncertainty surrounding it
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Using your gifts: sports
teams and service
by Will Smith
and Matt Cooley

REPORTER, EDITOR IN CHIEF

T

he soccer team’s recent visit
to a local park to play soccer
with disabled children is part of a
larger trend at St. Louis U. High to
link sports and service.
On Sept. 28, the varsity and
junior varsity teams spent a Saturday morning playing soccer with
disabled children at Anheuser
Busch Soccer Complex in Fenton.
More than 45 sophomore, juniors,
and senior players participated.
SLUH found the soccer-related
service project by partnering with
SPENSA, Special Needs Soccer
Association.
Each child at the event
worked with two SLUH players.
“The players would play with
them and keep them occupied,”
said head coach Charlie Martel.
“The guys that you might not expect to be comfortable were actually really awesome with them.
They just had a blast.”
The project’s purpose was
to give SLUH athletes an understanding of people who suffer and
to do something for them, according to Martel.
“We wanted to give something back,” said Martel.
The soccer team is not alone
in giving back to the community.
All of SLUH’s athletic teams are
being encouraged to participate
in service projects, working as
a team. By encouraging these
projects, Athletic Director Dick
Wehner hopes to build a culture
of service at SLUH that extends
even beyond the explicitly service-oriented CSP arm of campus
ministry.
“Ideally I would like to see
every team get involved in some
service project,” said Wehner.
“Service and spirituality are
linked. We are here to serve others.”
Wehner first learned of the
idea of linking sports and service at a Jesuit athletic director’s
conference he attended five or
six years ago. He said he hadn’t
thought about the idea beforehand, but immediately knew that
it should be put into practice at
SLUH.
While Wehner encourages

teams to perform service, each
coach must take the initiative
to plan a project, and Wehner
doesn’t organize or track how
teams are serving. Wehner emphasized that coaches’ understanding of the school’s mission
as well as the needs of their teams
were important. He noted that he
tries to find coaches who work
on SLUH’s campus to ensure that
they understand the call to service.
According to an e-mail survey of SLUH’s coaches, teams are
performing service in a variety of
ways, from entire days devoted to
service to low-key service drives.
The football team recently participated in a walk for cancer.
The B-Baseball team holds an annual coat drive, while the varsity
baseball team participates in the
Challenger Baseball Program,
a baseball league for developmentally disabled children. The
wrestling team adopts a family,
taking care of their needs around
Christmas. The volleyball team
had a pink out game with CBC
last year honoring cancer survivors, and it hopes to continue that
tradition. The varsity water polo
team spends a day during spring
break at a service site; past activities have included Habitat for Humanity, flood relief, and helping
with a community garden.
Wehner said that serving as
a team, instead of as individuals
working through a program like
CSP, had several important benefits for the players in addition to
helping the underprivileged.
“Seeing other people’s weakness strengthens the players resolve as young men to help other
people,” said Wehner.
Wehner said that besides
working together to build unity
among teammates, seeing the
weakness of other people could
help athletes appreciate their own
athletic gifts. And having teams
work together on something
other than sports could prevent a
“jock” culture where athletic success is overvalued.
“It is part of our calling as
Catholics to do service,” said
Wehner. “ We don’t do it because
it is politically correct or chic now.
We do it for all the right reasons.”
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

Senior Mason Seuss (center) stretches at the soccer team’s outreach program.

made most hesitant or unsure
about attending.
“It’s good that they salvaged
the situation,” said Barry.
“I’m glad that they at least
found some workaround, some
way to make it work,” said senior
Brad Hoffmeister. “But I don’t
want to ask someone to a dance
and have to tell them it’s not hap-

pening.”
STUCO will continue to sell
dance tickets at lunch through
next Wednesday. Tickets cost $10,
half the planned $20 cost.
“We’re excited to see what
can come from it,” said Mathews.
“We just wanted to give people
what they wanted.”
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Soccer goes 1-2 against tough out-of-state competition in Gateway Tournament
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by James Boeckmann
REPORTER

L

ast weekend SLUH hosted
and participated in the Gateway Soccer Classic, “the premier
high school soccer tournament in
the nation,” according to the tournament’s website.
They played very well against
top competition, but couldn’t find
the results they wanted and went
1-2 in the tournament.
Coach Charile Martel said
after the tournament, “The team
is ready to bust out and make a
move (in the MCC). We have the
lineup the way we want it, and the
bench is contributing very well.
We can definitely win the conference.”
In their first game of the
tournament, the Jr. Bills dominated the ninth-ranked team in
the country, Cherry Creek (who
went on to win SLUH’s group of
the tournament).
Senior captain Ryan Merrifield scored the game’s first goal
from outside the box in the second half, but SLUH went on to
lose the game in the most devastating way: penalty kicks. The
loss was especially bad due to the

chippy nature of the game.
On Friday, the Jr. Bills didn’t
look quite as good against St.
Thomas Aquinas from Overland
Park, Kan., a very tough team
ranked in the top 20 nationally. Junior Matt Steurer scored
the only SLUH goal in a 3-1 loss
where Aquinas capitalized on
three set pieces to score all their
goals.
“Aquinas scored on three restarts, but we were in control of
most of that game,” said Martel.
However, the Jr. Bills got back
on track Saturday morning with
a 3-1 rout of their own against
St. Anthony’s, from Long Island.
Steurer scored the first SLUH goal
on a great driven shot from the
18-yard box, and his brother and
captain Sam followed that goal up
with a penalty kick goal. junior
Zach Hoffman later scored on a
header, contributing to SLUH’s
dominance on the scoreboard.
In regards to the tournament,
senior Joey Ferber said, “We got
a couple unlucky breaks, but the
main thing is we ended strong
and we know we can hang with
the best.”
Merrifield agreed that the

photo | Ben Hilker

Junior defender Joe Rund clears the ball in a 3-1 loss to St. Thomas Aquinas.

team played well, but said, “We
need to step up and win in big
games.”
Today the Jr. Bills are meeting at school to get their own
copies of the Prep News, then
promptly leaving after first period for Kansas City, where they
will play Rockhurst High School
tonight. Rockhurst won the state
championship last year, and they

have another very strong team.
SLUH’s cross-state rival
Hawks always play great against
SLUH, and the games are always
exciting and competitive. This
year’s matchup will surely live
up to expectations as both teams
have had strong seasons yet again,
and SLUH will be looking to make
a big statement before beginning
MCC play.

Sophomore goalkeeper Guillame Delabar is expected to return
to the lineup from his concussion
sustained against Oakville.
SLUH will play Liberty on
Saturday to complete their KC
road trip.

Underclassman Sports Updates

JV Soccer starts strong with ten shutouts
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

JV swim, 4-3, is on its way up
by Stephen Lumetta
REPORTER

A

Junior Danny Buehler (17) sidesteps a defender.

by Brian Dugan
REPORTER

S

t. Louis U. High’s JV soccer
team hasn’t given many of its
opponents a chance to win. Or
even score. Sophomore Colin Joern and junior Collin Pratt have
split time in net, allowing only
five goals and posting ten shutouts this season with the help of a
solid back line.
To complement the defense’s
grit, the Jr. Bills have been finding the back of the net from all
areas of the field. Led by junior
Ben Modde’s ten goals, the junior
varsity has scored 52 goals so far
in their 13-1 campaign. Despite
the loss of junior Joey Fisher, to
a concussion—Fisher has scored
eight goals—the forwards have
managed to keep goals coming in
abundance.
“Losing Joey could have been
a pretty big setback for the team,”
said captain Dan Buehler, “but
luckily we’ve had some guys step
in for him and we haven’t missed
a beat. That’s been huge.”
The Jr. Bills displayed their
prowess two weeks ago as the only
junior varsity squad in the Hillsboro Varsity Tournament, where
they outscored their opponents

20-0 over three games of pool
play, including a 10-0, mercy-rule
victory over North County High
School.
The only challenge of the
tournament came during the final
against Perryville, a cheeky game
that provided plenty of excitement from the opponent’s rowdy
supporters and from the contrast
of SLUH’s finesse play versus Perryville’s physical style.
After a tight first half, with
the score knotted at one, the Jr.
Bills came out ready to play in
the second half, putting up three
unanswered goals to take home
the crown and silence Perryville’s
fans.
“We controlled the game
very well throughout the tournament, and that always helps the
team come together, giving us
more chemistry,” said junior and
captain Andrew Robinson, who
leads the team with 11 assists.
The following week, the team
welcomed back junior Teddy
Thorpe, who had previously been
sidelined with a hamstring injury,
and faced its first real challenges,
as they took on Rockwood Summit, CBC, and DeSmet.
Against Rockwood Summit,

Robinson saved SLUH from its
first tie of the season by finishing
a shot from about 20 yards out
with just under a minute left in
the game.
Two days later, they managed
to beat CBC pretty handily, posting a 2-0 victory.
The next day, the Jr. Bills visited SLUH West to take on Jesuit
rivals DeSmet. An early Spartan
goal held up for the length of the
game as the junior varsity suffered
its first loss.
The team bounced back in
its two games earlier this week,
defeating Parkway South and St.
Mary’s, 3-0 and 5-0, respectively.
They’ll be back at the “the
Drew,” as coach Tom McCarthy
calls the field adjacent to the student parking lot, preparing for
their two upcoming games vs.
CBC this week and the Suburban
Tournament coming up in a week
and a half. This final run will test
the team’s resilience, but the Jr.
Bills look forward to the strong
competition.
“Now we have a chance to improve our game even more, which
is always something to embrace as
a soccer player,” said Fisher.

fter a rather rough start, St.
Louis U. High’s JV swimming team is making progress.
The team, which is coached
by coach Rachel Graczak, has
gone 4-3 in dual meets. After
dropping their first two meets
to Parkway West and Parkway
South, the Jr. Bills suffered their
worst loss of the season to Lafayette, losing 126-62.
However, Graczak and the
swimmers feel as if they’re starting to get their act together, and it
shows: they’ve won their last four
meets, against Jackson, Fort Zumwalt West, MICDS, and Mehlville.
The team also participated
in the Marquette Relays and the
DeSmet Invitational.
Graczak, who is in her second year of coaching at the U.
High, is optimistic.
“From the very first swim
meet until now, I’ve seen dramatic improvement with the younger
guys,” said Graczak. “I’m expecting to see even more as the season
progresses because some of the
boys started out not knowing how
to swim at all, and now they’re
swimming at swim meets.”
“I feel like we have been
steadily progressing throughout
the season and recently have gotten into a good rhythm. We feel
good about facing Vianney next
Monday,” said sophomore Adam
Bensalah.
“We’ve been getting better
times at every meet. To me, wins
and losses don’t really mean anything. To me, it’s making sure that
all the boys are swimming better,
that their strokes are getting better, that their turns are getting
better. Our ultimate goal is doing
well at the JV MCC’s,” said Graczak.
Graczak also mentioned that
setting goals and working hard

More underclassman sports: Read about the JV and C cross country teams’ seasons so far on page 8.

would contribute to doing well at
MCC’s.
“If everyone is striving to
reach their own personal best,
then the whole team benefits.
We’ve added yardage this year to
our swim practices. We’ve added
time to our swim practices; we’re
actually practicing longer than we
did last year,” said Graczak. “The
only way to get better is to spend
more time in the pool.”
The team has not faced any of
the MCC schools in a dual meet
yet, but it will swim against Vianney on Monday and the other
MCC schools later this month.
“By far my favorite meet every year is always Marquette relays. It’s a different kind of swim
meet; there are no individual
events. It’s all relays,” said Graczak. But she also likes the Marquette Relays for the scouting opportunities they provide.
“We’ve seen defending state
champions and quite possibly, for
this year, the top five in the state.
Yeah, we’ve had a rough go in the
beginning of our season as far as
wins and losses go, but the teams
we’ve swum against I truly believe
will be the top five at state.”
Bensalah mentioned that he
was looking forward to swimming against Chaminade, who
won the MCC Championships by
a half-point last year. The JV team
is looking to avenge that this year
and will test the waters on Oct. 24
against Chaminade.
Graczak is also looking forward to improving the current JV
swimmers into varsity swimmers.
“We’ve got a lot of potential
in our younger guys so I’m really excited to see them move into
those ... varsity spots.”
JV will finish up the season
with dual meets against Vianney,
DeSmet, Chaminade, CBC. The
team looks forward to a good finish at the JV MCC’s on Oct. 29.
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After first-half fireworks, football avoids late collapse
by Ryan Dowd
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Swim gets third
victory in a row
by David Greaves

I

n essence, last week’s game was
simply a tale of two halves.
Saint Louis U. High offensive fireworks dominated the first half, as
the Jr. Bills jumped to a 28-7 lead.
Then, mistakes, missed calls, and
Chaminade grit defined the second half, where the Jr. Bills narrowly escaped with a 35-28 victory.
Late in the third quarter with
a 35-14 Jr. Bill lead, senior quarterback Trevor McDonagh slid
through a clean pocket and fired
a dart to streaking senior Mitch
Klug for his first touchdown reception of the year. With SLUH
up 42-14, the fat lady had all but
sung.
But as the offensive line
surged up field to celebrate with
their teammates, a yellow flag became visible. Apparently, at least
according to the referee, a SLUH
offensive lineman had continued
to block his man after McDonagh
threw the pass, which warranted
an unsportsman-like penalty. The
drive stalled and Chaminade had
a second life.
The Red Devils took full
advantage of that second life,
marching down the field on a
scoring drive aided by SLUH penalties. Then, on the ensuing SLUH
drive, senior Chaminade safety
Spence Byrne jumped a route,
picked the ball, and raced in for a
touchdown. In the blink of an eye,
Chaminade was now down 35-28.
Head coach Gary Kornfeld
said, “We have to hold on to the
ball a little better. We fumbled the
ball a couple times. We threw the
interception. Trevor would be the
first one to tell you that he should
have thrown it away.”
After the kickoff, SLUH had
the ball deep in their side of the
field with several minutes still on
the clock. But on the arm of McDonagh and the legs of senior
running back Terek Hawkins, the
Jr. Bills marched their way to midfield.
After a questionable holding
call set the Jr. Bills back to third
and a mile at midfield, SLUH
punted with 1:05 still remaining.
Following a long punt from
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Senior reciever Mitch Klug tries to bust loose from a Chaminade tackler after one of his five catches on the night.

senior
safety/receiver/punter
extraordinaire Paul Simon, the
Chaminade offense had a chance
for some late game heroics.
Thankfully, the SLUH defense came up with the heroics.
Chaminade converted one first
down, but the SLUH defense
tightened its vice grip. After the
first down, with only seconds
remaining, Chaminade quarterback Logan Hutson attempted a
spike to stop the clock. Instead, he
kneed the ball then tried to spike
it. The refs should have ruled him
down and the clock should have
run out. Instead, they awarded the
spike and stopped the clock. The
play became a non-issue, though,
when several SLUH defenders
met at the quarterback, crushing
the feeble resistance.
“It’s a tough job to officiate
high school football, and I just felt
like we were on the wrong side
of some of those calls and that
helped Chaminade a little bit,”
said Kornfeld.
The Jr. Bill offense proved
multi-dimensional and explosive once again. On SLUH’s first
two drives, McDonagh hit senior
Stefan Sansone for the receiver’s
fifth and sixth touchdowns. Chaphoto | Mr. Matt Sciuto

minde’s defensive line barely
touched McDonagh all night,
and as the game wore on, creases opened for Hawkins to spill
out into the secondary. Hawkins
knifed through the Chaminade
defense for 47- and 17-yard
touchdowns in the second quarter
and a 67-yard touchdown in the
third quarter.
McDonagh said, “The offense has been doing great. We
have playmakers all over, but it
all starts with the line up front.
They’ve been doing great.”
Kornfeld said, “In high
school you can take one phase
and try to shut it down. If they try
to shut the run down, we pass. If
they back off and play cover two,
then you have to start running the
football, and I think we can do either phase really well.”
The offense still needs to limit
turnovers though. McDonagh has
had a productive senior season so
far with 1,392 passing yards, on
pace for 2,320 yards. He has 14
total touchdowns, nine passing
and four rushing, but has seven
interceptions.
McDonagh said, “One thing I
need to improve is taking care of
the ball. At times, I’ve taken some

risks throwing the ball downfield,
when I need to just take what the
defense gives me and protect the
ball.”
While SLUH showed character in hanging in for the victory,
both sides of the ball still want to
fully develop the killer instinct of
a great team.
Simon said, “I think we just
expected them to roll over, which
they didn’t. We had a few big penalties extending drives, we need
to learn how to keep our foot on
their throat the whole game and
keep our heads in the game.”
SLUH travels westward tonight to tame the Eureka Wildcats. Eureka (5-1) plays physical
defense with a strong running
game, led by one of the area’s top
runners, Spencer Stein.
“Eureka is going to bring
their entire city to the game. It
will be a crazy atmosphere. SLUH
students probably won’t be there,
because they don’t seem to enjoy
football for some reason, so we
are at a big disadvantage there,”
said McDonagh.
Simon said, “It’d be great to
walk off their field in front of all
their fans with a W—that’s what
we’re working for.”

by Greg Fister

Friday included freshman Shayn
Jackson, whose talent has been
noted by SLUH’s coaches. This is
his second varsity race this season.
Coach Brian Gilmore said,
“Archer really learned a lot after
the beginning of the varsity race;
he asserted himself to show everyone what kind of runner he
can be.”
The rest of the team, mostly
underclassmen, raced well, ensuring SLUH’s chances at State titles
in the future. The JV team also
performed admirably, finishing in
third place out of 15 teams.
The miracle of the day occurred when SLUH’s freshman
team discovered they had won the
race. When the scores were added up, both SLUH and O’Fallon
equaled 30. SLUH’s team won
the tiebreaker: the shorter time
between the finish of their first
runner and their fifth, which was
much less than O’Fallon’s, though
the O’Fallon freshmen had a faster average time.

Hockey team
opens with victory

T

he St. Louis U. High hockey team
began its season this Tuesday
with a 4-1 win against Oakville in the
annual pre-season Top Hat Tournament, hosted by Webster Groves.
Two goals from senior forward
Trent Lulow led the team, as senior
Thomas Place, who replaces the graduated Justin Ragland as the starting
goaltender, allowed only one goal in
the start.
The Jr. Bills will be back in action next Wednesday for their second
game of the tournament against Eureka. Game time is 7:10 p.m. Look for
season preview in next week’s PN.

XC’s depth shows at Queeny Park
STAFF ARTIST

E

Senior Danny Gaines (left) and junior Brian Curran (right) pace each
other stride for stride for the JV cross country team.

n Wednesday, the St. Louis
U. High swim team traveled to Mehlville High School
for its fifth dual meet of the season. Starting out with a string of
crushing losses, the team suffered
a lull in confidence.
“The first couple meets we
lost, and that was a drag,” said
sophomore Joseph Edmunds.
That turned around last
Tuesday when SLUH dominated
the smaller team of MICDS. The
Jr. Bills dropped many times and
got some JV swimmers in as well.
Two days later, the team left
school early and headed out to the
St. Peter’s Rec Plex to participate
in a three way meet (or tri-meet)
against Jackson and Ft. Zumwalt.
Again, the size and skill of the
SLUH team led them to a sweeping victory.
“It was really exciting because we won. We were able to get
different people doing different
things and still take the win,” said
head coach Rachel Graczak.
The swimmers are thrilled to
see a turn in success in the last few
meets and it has really reflected in
the way they’ve performed.
When asked about SLUH’s
recent achievements, junior Cullen Tripp responded, “I’m really
glad that we’ve been able to pick
it up in the last half of the season.
These three wins can begin building the confidence we need to go
into MCC’s strong.”

verybody loves the cool, autumn air and the vibrant colors of the trees this time of year,
but not everybody gets to run
for miles through it all, six days a
week.
The St. Louis U. High cross
country team has such a chance,
and they, the fleet-footed speed
demons of the school, take full
advantage of their running skills
and the beautiful weather.
Last Friday, many of SLUH’s
varsity runners (excluding the top
seven) and the entire junior varsity and freshman teams ran in
the Ron Jorgenson Memorial Invitational at Queeny Park. SLUH’s
varsity team for the race, led by
juniors Joe Archer and David
Arredondo, finished fifth in the
meet.
Archer came in 14th place
overall, with a time of 16:51. Arredondo was close behind him in
24th place, with a time of 17:18.
Other notable racers from

Meanwhile, SLUH’s top seven
varsity runners are gearing up for
one of the most important races
of the season, the Metro Catholic
Conference (MCC) meet which
will take place this Saturday in
Forest Park.
The runners ran an easy
aerobic workout Friday while the
rest of the team raced at Queeny
Park to save energy for a tough
800-meter repeat workout the
next day, which focused on sharpening the speed that should give
them a Conference win this weekend.
Senior varsity runner and
captain Nathan Rubbelke, one
of the team’s fastest, will not be
racing at the MCC meet due to
health problems brought on by
an iron deficiency. He expects to
recover fully later in the season,
in time for the State and Regional
meets.
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A day on the Meramec with See and Mills
by Donnie Land

photo | Ben Banet
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t. Louis U. High math teachers
Dan See and George Mills led a
small group of students to a conservation area in Missouri called Pacific
Palisade this past Sunday, where they
canoed a seven-mile stretch of the
Meramec River.
Getting out of the typical Sunday-homework routine, the group
of students drove a short distance
to the conservation area, located off
Route 66 in Jefferson County, where
they met before their trip. The area is
known for its canoeing as well as for
its hunting, fishing, and bird-watching. The students met See and Mills at
the boat landing, where the teachers
provided the canoes.
They began their voyage at 7 a.m.
and floated down the river until 1
p.m., a substantial but still short and
manageable trip.
“It was really cold in the morning,
but I took off four layers as the day
went on and was just in a T-shirt by
the end of the day,” said senior Danny
Meehan.
Making numerous stops along
the river, including one lunch break,
the group enjoyed the warm, clear
weather and the beautiful surroundings.
For one stop, the group went
down a creek, where they found a
sunken barge as well as Asian Carp
that would jump out of the water and
slap against the canoes. The number

REPORTERS

F

resh off their victories at the Forest Park, Paul Enke, and Jorgenson
Memorial races, the freshman cross
country team has another trophy in its
sights: the MCC championship.
Undefeated this season, team
members are confident.
“I think we’re pretty good. Pretty
solid,” said freshman Daniel Venker
when asked to judge the team as a
whole. “I think we should bring home
another victory.”
“With the way that we’re running,
and since we’re improving every week,
we should be able to cinch this win,”
said freshman Peter Volmert.
Freshman champion of the Paul
Enke Invitational race Shayn Jackson
has high hopes for the team.
“I think freshmen will sweep. I
definitely think freshmen will get a

Schedule R
C Soccer @ CBC Tournament
Senior Pallotine Retreat
8:00am Georgetown University (Sign up in Naviance)
9:00am Rice University (Sign up in Naviance)
AP
Theater Production—Freshmen
Snack—Mozzarella Sticks
5:00pm V Soccer @ Rockhurst
7:00pm V Football @ Eureka
7:30pm Dauphin Players Production
Lunch Special—Chicken Bites
Healthy—Roasted Turkey
C Soccer @ CBC Tournament
10:00am Cross Country MCC Championships @ Forest
Park
11:00am V Soccer @ Liberty
7:30pm Dauphin Players Production

Sunday, October 9
David Greaves (left) kayaks past bluffs on the Meramec River.

of Asian Carp has dramatically decreased in recent years as the population continues to starve due to the low
level of zooplankton in the rivers, so it
was a rare sighting for the group.
An eagle also was spotted by the
group as it soared ahead of them for
some time while they headed down
the river.
This club has no official name,
but is similar to former science teacher Steve Kuensting’s Adventure Crew,
where students took part in such
camping trips as backpacking, caving,
and canoeing.
“The club was formed to give
students an outlet for outdoor activities,” said See. “It is an assimilation of
the Science Club, the Math Club, and

the Climbing Club, although both the
Math Club and the Climbing Club
still exist on their own.”
The club looks to continue on
with exploring the outdoors, as more
trips are planned for the future.
“We plan to get outside on various trips that should include hiking
(day or overnight), paddling (kayaking or canoeing), and climbing. Right
now we are trying to put something
together for the Friday after exams,”
said See.
What better way to celebrate the
completion of exams and to enjoy a
long weekend than by spending it in
the outdoors, stress free.

perfect score,” said Jackson.
The JV cross country team is
halfway into the season, and so far it is
doing well. The team, which consists
of sophomores, juniors, and seniors,
has raced four times, and St. Louis U.
High runners have placed reasonably
well.
“I think the JV team is doing outstanding,” said head coach Joe Porter,
who is very pleased with the state of
this year’s JV team.
Joshua Zink-Duda, a senior and
one of four captains of the SLUH cross
country team, often runs with the JV
runners and said, “I think it shows
the depth of the team, that we put in
our second varsity or our third varsity
when we run in a varsity race, and we
still do very well in the JV races.”
As far as goals for the season go,
the team is ambitious. “For the team,
we would like to have as many guys
under 18 or 19 minutes for the five

kilometer as we can,” said Zink-Duda.
“We’re in a position where we’ve
had so many different guys really step
up in the front. But the way that we
measure our success is how significantly guys drop time,” said Porter.
In a recent race at Arnold Park,
sophomore Jacob Breiner did exceptionally well, running a 5K time of
18:32 and placing fourth out of the JV
runners in the race. Other JV runners
with recurring high-ranking times are
Zink-Duda, seniors Jimmy Griffard
and George Carroll, all of whom have
finished 19 minutes or below in a 5K
at least once this year.
The team is set to race four more
times over the next four weekends.
The JV and freshman teams will
race this Saturday at the Metro Catholic Conference (MCC) Championship
at 9:00 a.m. in Forest Park.

Have we forgotten our fallen classmates?
(continued from page 3)
that they were two of the nicest
guys I met my freshman year. And I’m
not just saying that because they’re
gone. They were simply funny, clever,
and pure young men. Is our class fundamentally different without Jake and
Brendan? No, but I can’t admit that we
didn’t lose something when the lives
of two of our classmates went down
with that broken plane.
Death has in some ways defined
the senior class, whether through the
deaths of parents or teachers. Dr. Tychonievich, Dr. Michaelson, and Mr.
Bantle have gone. Several seniors have
lost parents over the past three years.
But the death of our friends, our
peers, I think struck a chord within us

Friday, October 7

Saturday, October 8

Freshman XC undefeated, looking towards
MCCs; JV squad focused on improving times
by Sam Fentress
and Giuseppe Vitellaro

October 7, 2011

all. As Dumbledore said in the Goblet
of Fire, “Remember, if the time should
come when you have to make a choice
between what is right and what is easy,
remember what happened to a boy
who was good, and kind, and brave,
because he strayed across the path of
Lord Voldemort. Remember Cedric
Diggory.”
The death of Cedric Diggory always reminded me of the deaths of
Brendan and Jake. Although Tom
Riddle is not, in fact, real, in five years
we could all be out of college, working
in the real world, worried about taxes,
a receding hairline, and student loans.
That scares me just about as much as a
powerful evil wizard. Life’s short, and

life flies by. It’s our responsibility to remember Jake and Brendan, when we
are grinding through college applications and dancing the night away at
proms. It’s a responsibility we’ve forsaken over the past three plus years.
As Sirius Black said in the Prisoner of Azkaban, “The ones that love
us never really leave us, and you can
always find them here (puts his hand
to Harry’s heart).” Jake and Brendan
are still here, in our hearts and minds,
in a horcrux of friendship, if you’re
still willing to follow the Harry Potter
reference. We just have to flesh them
out again.

Service Learning Retreat

Monday, October 10

Schedule R
Service Learning Retreat
AP
Snack—Waffle Fries
1:30pm St. John’s College (Sign up in Naviance)
4:00pm V Swim vs. Vianney/Cape ND
4:30pm JV Football vs. Eureka
JV Soccer vs. CBC
Lunch Special—Lil’ Charlie’s Pizza
Healthy—Savory Chicken Breast

Tuesday, October 11
AP
1:30pm
4:00pm
4:30pm
5:00pm
7:00pm
Lunch

Schedule M

Snack—Pizza Sticks
Sewanee University (Sign up Naviance)
Summer Reading Discussion
C Soccer vs. Vianney
C Football vs. DeSmet
B Soccer @ Vianney
V Soccer @ Vianney
Special—Meatball Sandwich
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan

Wednesday, October 12

Special Schedules

No Classes for Seniors
PSAT Exam for Sophomores and Juniors
Standardized Testing for Freshmen
6:30pm Leadership Circle Reception

Thursday, October 13

Schedule R
8:30am Evergreen State College (Sign up in Naviance)
8:45am Yale University (Sign up in Naviance)
AP
Freshman Tutorial
University of Missouri, St. Louis—M108
St. Louis University—M110
Snack—Mini Tacos
4:00pm B Soccer vs. O’Fallon
6:00pm V Soccer vs. O’Fallon
7:00pm Yale University (Sign up Naviance)
Lunch Special—Brunch for Lunch
Healthy—Italian Sampler Plate

Friday, October 14

Schedule R
Bellarmine University—M106
Beloit College—M108
George Washington University—M110
Loyola University New Orleans—M112
Northwestern University—M114
Villanova University—M116
Snack—Mini Cinnis
11:30am Centre College (Sign up in Naviance)
1:30pm Ohio University (Sign up in Naviance)
4:15pm JV Soccer vs. University City
7:00pm V Football @ Mehlville
Lunch Special—Chicken Nuggets
Healthy—Turkey Divan
AP
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