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SLUH community
mourns Michaelson’s death
victims each year. Barnes-Jewish Medical
Center in St. Louis is home to one of only
two treatment centers in the United States.
In the months following his diagnosis,
the cancer spread to Michaelson’s lymph
nodes. With the aid of intensive chemotherapy and multiple procedures, by February the
by Nick Fandos
cancer had shrunk by nearly three-fourths.
editor in chief
His health temporarily restored, Michaelson
fter battling cancer for nearly a year, was able to return to SLUH in time to start
social studies teacher Paul Michael- the second semester.
son died Friday, Aug. 6, just two weeks
However, Michaelson began sufferPHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO ing from back pain in the
before the start of the
2010-11 school year for
spring. In July, medical
which he hoped to return.
reports confirmed that
Michaelson has been
several of the vertebrae
mourned and rememin Michaelson’s back had
bered by the St. Louis U.
broken, most likely by
High community where
the rapid spread of cancer
he engaged, debated, and
throughout his body. Surchallenged students and
gery was planned in addicolleagues to grow for
tion to trial medications,
nearly six years.
but the cancer continued
In the weeks since his
to spread.
death, students, faculty,
By early August, Miand recent alumni have mechaelson was bedridden at
morialized Michaelson in a
Barnes-Jewish Hospital,
number of ways. Facebook
where he died on Aug. 6.
groups have been created
Michaleson was born
Michaelson giving a presentation
to celebrate Michaelson’s
in Detroit, Mich., in 1967.
on Issues Day in 2008.
life and Masses have been said in his honor. He majored in history and German at the
Michaleson was diagnosed with chol- University of Michigan before earning a
angioecacinoma, more commonly known graduate degree in Modern Language and
as bile duct cancer, in November of 2009. Literature at Wayne University. In 1998,
The slow-growing tumor, which inhibits Michaelson completed a doctorate in Gerbile duct drainage, affects only 2,500 new man at Washington University.
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He challenged
SLUH students to be
passionate but open

A

Above: Revelers at the Mixer From left: Seniors Bobby Lux, Kevin O’Meara, Tate Macarthy,
Elliot Rhodes, James Van Camp, John Sachs, Willie Whealen, and John Milner show off their outlandish garb
at the Back to School Mixer last Friday. Attendance was down from last year but still at capacity at 2,800 SLUH
students and high school females. Full story, page 2.

In addition to fluency in German,
Michaelson spoke Russian and could read
French.
Before arriving at SLUH for the 2004‘05 school year, Michaelson spent nine years
teaching history and German courses at
Lutheran High School. According to social
studies teacher Anne Marie Lodholz, leaving
Lutheran was a tough decision for Michaelson, but he hoped to find new academic and
spiritual challenges at SLUH.
Lodholz first met Michaelson while
working in the Skinker-DeBaliviere community garden. Lodholz overheard Michaelson
discussing his new position teaching AP
Government and Politics at SLUH—a job

she had applied for as well. The pair quickly
hit it off.
Michaelson taught Global History I,
Economics, AP American Politics, and AP
Comparative Governments each of his six
years at SLUH. Among faculty and students,
Michaleson was known as an incredible
thinker, always willing to dive into detailed
discussion, no matter the topic.
“He could talk about anything. He had
almost a photographic memory, and you
could be having a conversation about Russian politics and he would start talking to
you about the percentage of Assar socialist
revolutionaries that were involved in 1917

see MICHAELSON, 4

New student Science Center plans new hall,
lounge and will break ground as early as next week
dress code

GRAPHIC BY PGAV DESTINATIONS

by Conor Gearin
news editor

by Patrick O’Leary
web editor

A

ssistant Principal for Student Life
Brock Kesterson has once again revised the Parent/Student handbook, tailoring it for the 2010-2011 school year. The
only notable change for this year was the
allowance of full-zip jackets and sweaters.
Regarding student spaces, theology
teacher Michael Marchlewski, S.J., Principal
John Moran, Kesterson and the administration have relocated and revamped the student
lounge, commonly called the “chill room,”
while adding additional supervision and light
to the space.
Kesterson said that he kept the rule
forbidding full-zip jackets and sweaters in
place during his first couple of years on the
job but he did not really understand it.

see LOUNGING, 4
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he St. Louis Science Center announced in late July a series of renovations to its facility next to St. Louis U.
High’s campus. The project’s chief focus
is to replace the aging and inefficient Exploradome with a new, green, and permanent exhibition hall. In the first phase
of the project, the Science Center will
reconfigure its parking lot to prepare for
the new building, to be located on what is
now the south side of its front lot.
As a result, the Science Center front lot
will lose about half of its capacity—about
40 spots. However, Science Center Vice
President of Strategic Initiatives & Facilities
John Wharton does not foresee much more
competition between Science Center patrons
and SLUH students for the shared parking
spaces in the adjacent lot, which will remain
unchanged throughout the construction.
“Certainly we’re going to see some
spillover into the joint lot, but on a typical

day, the lot is big enough to handle both your
student load and our visitor load very well,”
said Wharton.
In addition, Science Center staff will
now park in the southwest corner of the
lot, away from spaces SLUH students use,

Wharton said.
SLUH Director of Facilities Joe Rankin
said that the spillover Science Center visitors
will not affect SLUH students at all.
“Our students actually come in way
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Football returns core players
The SLUH football squad faces a difficult
schedule, but with many skill players back,
the Jr. Bills have high hopes. Page 5

Class of 2011 gets record ACT average
The current senior class has achieved a record
class average; the high average is attributed
to a culture of competition. Page 3

Editorial: Are we ready for school?
Summer is over, and we get to see our friends
again every day. But are we ready to face
important issues daily as well? Page 3

Soccer rebuilds, looks to win it all
Despite returning only three starters, SLUH
soccer has the talent to make another run for
the State championship. Page 5

New faces among the faculty
SLUH welcomes new teachers, an assistant
principal and ASC; the new faculty will be
covered in this issue and the next. Pages 2 & 6

Commentary: SLUH mixers
The Back to School Mixer brings out the
best and worst of SLUH. We love the mixer,
but we ignore significant parts of it. Page 7

An artist’s rendering of the renovated Science Center. Graphic courtesy of the Science Center.

see EXHIBIT, 4
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Chip Clatto begins as SLUH’s second
Assistant Principal for Diversity
ball, and had coached at John F. Kennedy
Catholic High School (JFK) and Cardinal
Ritter College Prep.
Clatto has been in St. Louis his entire
life. He played baseball while studying at
by Drew Dziedzic
Fontbonne University. Clatto received decore staff
grees from Florissant Valley and Washington
fter an extensive search process, Chip University in history and anthropology. He
Clatto was hired this past summer as is now working on his doctorate at Wash. U.
St. Louis U. High’s Assistant Principal for And to answer the quintessential St. Louis
Diversity. He succeeds Rob Evans as the question: he attended John F. Kennedy high
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT school.
second Assistant Principal for
Diversity in SLUH history.
Clatto was attracted to
Before coming to SLUH,
SLUH because of the academic
Clatto worked at Gateway Inreputation and the change he
stitute of Technology in the St.
could effect at SLUH.
Louis Public School District as
Clatto believes his job has
assistant principal for five years.
two important parts. The first
“Gateway was one of the
part is to assist the SLUH commost diverse populations in the
munity, especially the students.
city,” said Clatto. According to
Clatto wants to help with any
Clatto, Gateway is 65 percent
type of diversity.
African American and also has
“I’ll be here as support,
many students from the Middle
whether it’s academics or
Assistant Principal
for Diversity Chip Clatto preparation for college. I want to
East.
“(Because of that diversity), I can hon- make sure our kids are feeling comfortable
estly say I don’t see difference in kids based in their own skin,” said Clatto.
on the color of their skin.”
One way in which Clatto hopes to supBefore becoming assistant principal port students is through helping lead the
at Gateway, Clatto had taught American Association of Cultural Enrichment (ACES).
history, world history, and archaeology and Clatto wants ACES to be an all-inclusive
anthropology. He had taught at Gateway organization.
since 1996.
“We want every young man that wants
Clatto also coached football and base- to see the value in diversity across the board.

Hopes to support
all types of diversity

A
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New fire
procedures
put in action

It’s not a black thing. It’s not a white thing.
It’s not an Asian thing. It’s not a Hispanic
thing. It’s not a straight thing. It’s not a gay by Eric Mueth
thing. It’s all-inclusive. We are all working assistant sports editor
toward the same goals. Our goal is for you “ t may take a little bit longer, but in the
to be working toward being moral citizens
end I think safety is obviously the numso that you can go out and help,” said Clatto. ber one priority,” said Assistant Principal
Clatto will also work with the faculty for Student Life Brock Kesterson regardand staff in professional development op- ing St. Louis U. High’s new fire drill proportunities.
cedure.
The second part of the Assistant PrinciKesterson, along with Director of Sepal for Diversity’s job, Clatto believes, is to curity Charlie Clark and the administrative
work on relations between SLUH and the St. team of Principal John Moran, Assistant
Louis community. As he promotes SLUH, Principal for Diversity Chip Clatto, Assistant
Clatto wants to stress one word: opportuni- Principal for Academics Tom Becvar and
ties.
Assistant Principal for Mission Jim Linhares,
“I need to let the St. Louis metropolitan stressed the idea of emergency preparedness
public know of the opportunities we have at and how to improve and ensure safety for
SLUH. Whether you’re a student, and you students over summer break meetings.
want to come to SLUH or whether you’re a
“One of my major concerns was (that)
younger kid and want to come to our summer we did not account for our students, espeprograms, they are available to you,” said cially in fire drills,” said Kesterson.
Clatto.
Before this year, school fire drills
Clatto especially wants to promote involved everyone leaving the building
SLUH’s opportunities at places that SLUH in classes by following a set path posted
has not been as active in before.
in each room. Students and faculty would
“We are forming partnerships with about either head toward the football stadium, east
seven or eight (St. Louis Public) middle on Oakland Ave., or out the back alley and
schools. We are continuing our relationship into the neighborhood off of Berthold.
with Catholic middle schools. And we are
The administrative group brainstormed,
also going to be reaching out and establish- talked to the Science Center, St. Louis Uniing relationships with community centers versity, the police chief, and other Jesuit
like Mathews-Dickey and Herbert Hoover’s schools to discern what would be the best
see CLATTO, 7 procedure for SLUH to make sure no students
would be left in the building unaccounted
for.
The administrative team came up with
a plan to centralize the entire school, thus
said Kesterson.
Both schools expressed a fear that SLUH making attendance easily accountable.
On Wednesday, the administration pracwould draw the majority of female attendees
away from DeSmet, who was charging ten ticed the new procedure with an all-school
dollars at the door for admission. As com- fire drill. The Prep News tailed Kesterson to
pensation, SLUH decided to raise the price see the new procedure in action.
After unlocking the football stadium
of admission back to seven dollars. After
they received word that DeSmet planned to gates and preparing for most of second peallow girls to enter for free before a certain riod, the administrative team was ready and
time, Kesterson felt that it was appropriate Kesterson came on the P.A. After debriefing
to once again lower the price to five dollars. the school, he quickly radioed Director of
This constant adjustment of prices created Maintenance Rick Figge to sound the alarm.
some confusion as to what the actual cost of The alarm sounded and the procession to
admission would be, which was not resolved the football stadium began. Kesterson made
a quick stop by his office to retrieve his
until the day of the mixer.
A huge percentage of SLUH’s student loudspeaker, which rendered him unable
to beat the crowd outside. Clatto manned
body attended the mixer.
“There were 718 (SLUH) students the freshman hall, as students and faculty
checked in that had their student IDs,” said poured out onto the upper field walkways.
Kesterson. He added that many in attendance In four minutes, Kesterson reached the field
used other means, such as demerit cards, to and waited for homerooms to line up while
directing lost students and unprepared teachsee SHENANIGANS, 7
ers. Two minutes later, Kesterson moved
to midfield and helped direct a homeroom
teacher who had not received guidelines
because of morning prayer service.
Ten minutes after the alarm sounded,
all students and faculty appeared to have
that has (the plaques) just lying around arrived. Teachers in the south end zone
because we have so many of them,” said notified Kesterson that one teacher had not
shown up. Teachers checked back at midHannick.
SLUH principal John Moran said that field for attendance purposes, but were told
while the average was certainly something by Kesterson to report only if someone is
to be proud of, it is not the only part of the missing.
Two minutes later, Kesterson and Asequation in what makes a great class.
“Nowhere in our mission statement does sistant to the Assistant Principal of Student
it say our goal is to have high ACT scores. Life Marla Maurer realized that the freshman
We are about good academics but we are quadrant of the field was too cluttered, so
about a lot more than good academics. So, Kesterson shifted one homeroom down to
though I want them to be happy and proud the 45-yard line.
Realizing that Activity Period was
about their own personal scores and their
score as a class, I also think it’s important to running out, Kesterson swiftly ran north
recognize that when it comes to things like up the field to check attendance homeroom
our Mission Statement or the Grad at Grad, by homeroom; one homeroom teacher was
initially missing, but was quickly found.
there’s a lot more than that,” said Moran.
Exactly 15 minutes after the alarm
However Moran did add that the success
was a testament to the hard work of both the sounded, the drill was over. All faculty, staff
and students were supposedly accounted
faculty and the students.
“It doesn’t happen overnight,” said for and released. Maurer, Clark, Moran and
Moran. “And the student himself needs to Kesterson met at midfield to double check
the attendance sheets; they were unsure of
be proud. ... this a group effort.”
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Back to School Mixer filled to capacity
by Joe
staff

M

Klein

ore than 2,800 students packed the
St. Louis U. High Commons last Friday for STUCO’s annual Back-to-School
Mixer. In a departure from years past, this
mixer was held on a Friday evening, and
the price of admission was reduced to five
dollars. It netted approximately $14,000
for the school’s general fund.
According to Assistant Principal for
Student Life and STUCO co-moderator
Brock Kesterson, there were a multitude of
reasons for holding the mixer on a Friday
instead of a Saturday.
“On Saturday, there’s a lot more time
for potential shenanigans. Friday is pretty
quick; you go home or go to practice and
come back before the mixer. This eliminates
temptations that take place before the mixer,”
said Kesterson. He also noted that mixers
were historically hosted on Friday nights,

but had changed to Saturday in recent years
to accommodate the start of varsity football
season, a non-issue this year.
Attendance decreased in contrast to last
year’s mixer, whose crowd totaled nearly
3,200. Motives for this decrease are varied,
but factors likely included the change in date
and the overlapping with DeSmet’s mixer
as well.
An unintended consequence of the
revamped Friday date led to the overlap
of SLUH’s mixer with DeSmet’s Back-toSchool Bash.
Kesterson originally chose this date for
the mixer at the administration’s planning
meeting for the 2010-11 calendar year.
“I was talking to (DeSmet’s) STUCO
moderator, and we both realized, ‘Oh my
gosh, we’re holding them on the same night,
we’re going to end up competing,’ but it was
too hard to move to another night. We already
had chaperones lined up and everything,”

Class of 2011 achieves
record ACT average over summer

by Nate Heagney
core staff

T

he results are in from the summer’s
ACT tests, and with an average score
of 29.5, the class of 2011 has posted the
highest average in Saint Lous U. High
history.
The test, which is made up of four sections, English, Math, Reading and Science, is
scored out of 36. The average score in Missouri is a 21.6, while the average nationally
is a 21.1. A score of 30 or above places a
student within the top 4 percent nationally.
The class of 2011’s 29.5 average places it
within elite company in the St. Louis area.
Former SLUH Director of Admission
Craig Hannick, who also teaches an ACT
prep course, said the high scores were not
surprising.
“My experience with that group is that
they are very bright and that they worked
very hard to achieve the scores that they
achieved,” said Hannick.

He added that in recent years scores
have consistently climbed, partly due to a
culture of competition surrounding the ACT
at SLUH.
“Over the last couple of years there has
almost been a peer pressure to do better on
the ACT,” said Hannick. “I think there is a
culture of ACT score success in our school
that is driving kids to do better wherever
they are.”
Another possible reason for the trend
could be pressure from home, noted Hannick.
As the cost of college increases, so does the
pressure for students to succeed on tests like
the ACT to earn scholarships.
Also impressive were the five perfect
scores earned by members of the class of
‘11, the highest number of perfect scores in
SLUH history.
Hannick pointed to several plaques in his
office, awarded for by the ACT committee
for perfect scores, as evidence of the success.
“We’re probably the only school around

see FUEGO, 7
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Editorial

Notebook

Are we really ready to be back?
It often seems like every adult’s favorite
question this time of year is whether or not
we are ready to go back to school. The question is usually posed individually. An aunt or
uncle to their nephew. The elderly neighbor
next door to the young man who cuts his
or her grass. But in these conversations,
the question is just a conversation starter.
A typical answer—one including a bit of
disappointment and excitement—does not
mean much outside of that moment.
Summer is a much-needed break. You
would be hard-pressed to find a student, or
teacher for that matter, who disagrees. But
families get sick of one another, summer jobs
get boring, and we miss our friends. Students’
responses to the question of getting back to
school are a combination of these factors and
therefore are pretty superficial—an often trite
reflection on how we are feeling at a given
moment about a selfish set of factors. That’s
why in most instances the question means
very little.
When posed collectively, however, the
question takes on an entirely new, complex
level of meaning. Are we, the nearly 1100
boys and over 100 faculty of St. Louis U.
High, really ready to get back to school? The
answer to this question is much harder to arrive at, especially when feeling the rawness
of death within that community.
Are we ready to take a hard look at

academic honesty? Cheating and plagiarism
are large problems every year, but perhaps
more disconcerting is the attitude in almost
all our classrooms that says grades are all
that matter. To get an A is the goal at any
cost, including sacrificing real learning.
Are we ready to examine issues of diversity in our school community? Last year’s
Jazz Diversity Series was a good start, but
as a school we have to be ready to recognize
our shortcomings and embrace change, to
not brush off hard questions about race and
sexual orientation just because they’re hard.
Are we willing to reevaluate the little
things? To question why we steal from one
another? To re-imagine our own view of
ourselves? Are we prepared to fail?
Of course, we have made tremendous
progress as a school already. In the past
two years, theft has declined significantly.
If you talk to any teacher who was here
around 30 years ago, he’ll tell you SLUH
has transformed from an ultra-masculine,
somewhat misogynistic community to a
far more open one. We have a very gifted
school community and have the potential to
be a model community in how we handle
difficult issues. But we cannot afford to be
complacent with where we stand on issues
like theft and gender.
In Dr. Moran’s speech to each class last
week on orientation day, he focused on being

open to growth, one of the five precepts in the
Graduate at Graduation profile so central to
a Jesuit education. Take what you will from
the speech, but the idea of growth even at
the risk of failure is central to the question
we are posing here. If we are really ready
to come back to school this year, if we are
really ready to examine these tough questions
as a community, then we must be prepared
to fail. A challenge, a hard look at yourself
will always expose weakness and failure,
but the result is growth. As an institution, if
we are not growing or improving ourselves
we might as well close our doors and enjoy
a few more months of summer.
As the editors of the 75th volume of the
Prep News, we don’t plan to. In the coming weeks and months we plan to use these
pages as a platform for debate about hard
issues we are facing as a school—issues like
academic honesty, diversity, student leadership, and little things in between. We will
continue to bring you the news and sports
coverage you expect, but in new and varied
ways, we aim to broaden our perspective.
Summer is slowly moving past us.
Cooler temperatures have arrived in recent
days, and the unofficial start of the fall sports
season will be ushered in tonight by hundreds
of boys painted blue. We, the editors, are
ready to get back to school. Are you?

Volume LXV
Editorial
Policy

The Volume LXXV Prep News editorial policy serves the purpose of being the
vehicle of the personal opinion, whether
from students, faculty, or others wishing to
voice an opinion. All topics discussed in the
section will be related to St. Louis University
High School.
Nothing published either as an editorial
or as a letter to an editor should be considered
the opinion of the school, the administration,
or anyone other than its author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is the opinion
of all five editors on a particular topic. In
their writing, the editors will make a strong
attempt to express their views in a clear and
accurate fashion.
A commentary or column is defined as
an opinion of one member of the Prep News
staff, not of the Prep News itself.
Every member of the SLUH community
is welcomed and encouraged to submit a letter to the editors. Every letter received by the
editors will be read and given consideration.
All letters must be signed, but the author’s
name may be withheld from publication by
request and at the discretion of the editors.
The Prep News editors reserve the right
to edit any submissions for publication in
order to meet grammatical standards, but
they will not skew the author’s original
intent. Also, the editors reserve the right to
withhold from publication any submission
if it is deemed vulgar, tasteless, or otherwise
inappropriate.
All authors wishing to have letters
published must submit them by 4:00 p.m.
the Wednesday before the letter is to be
published.
Letters can be given to any Prep News
editor or moderator. In addition, letters can
be mailed to the Prep News courtesy of St.
Louis University High School, 4970 Oakland, St. Louis, MO 63110, or e-mailed to
prepnews@sluh.org

Cartoon by Bobby Lux. This cartoon is the opinion of the artist. It does not reflect the opinion of either the
Prep News or St. Louis U. High.

Volume LXV Platform

As the student-run newspaper of St. article un-newsworthy and retain it from
Louis University High School, the Prep publication for this or any other reason.
News is a weekly publication that strives to
Our primary emphasis as editors of the
inform the SLUH community about events Prep News is upon clear and accurate writing
and people, with its focus on those pertaining and careful editing. But we do attempt to
to the school, primarily through the written include some visual expression—photograword.
phy, drawing, technical aids, etc.—in every
The Prep News is neither the voice of issue. Despite our desire to make the paper
the administration nor the students. Rather, visually appealing, we commit ourselves not
the newspaper serves to gather and distribute to allow form to supersede substance.
information for the entire school. The Prep
The Prep News strongly encourages
News editors and staff members make every underclassman involvement, and our office
effort to be objective in their news coverage on the second floor of the Jesuit Wing, room
and editing.
J220, is always open for involvement, critiThe members of the editorial staff cism, praise, or suggestions. Without student
are co-workers and share equally the du- reaction and feedback, the Prep News could
ties of writing, copy-editing, layout, and not function.
staff management. All of the editors share
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will
responsibility and leadership of the paper. try to correct any significant error in the
The editors are supported by a core staff following issue.
of regular reporters, who are frequently
Furthermore, the editors assume sole
underclassmen.
responsibility for the text of news and sports
It is the role of the editors to seek out articles, features, and editorials. We encourand facilitate the reporting of all significant age faculty or students who take issue with
news at SLUH. While any faculty member the manner in which the news was reported
or student is welcome to submit suggestions or find an error to bring it to the attention of
for potential articles, the Prep News is never the editors, not the individual reporters.
obligated to publish any article idea; the ediThis is the platform of the editors of
tors reserve the right to deem any potential Volume LXXV of the Prep News.
Editors: Nick Fandos, Conor Gearin, Mike Lumetta, Patrick O’ Leary, Eric Mueth
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Freshmen,
get into it
by Conor Gearin
news editor

Tap tap tap. “Get into it.”
Mr. McDonough, my father’s friend’s
father, would rap the textbooks of his son
and other nearby students plugging away at
homework. An immigrant from Ireland who
never got the opportunity to go to college,
he wanted to make sure that his son and
his friends treasured their learning, made it
to college, and benefited from the endless
opportunities of continuing education. His
order, delivered in a heavy brogue, made a
lasting impression on my father, who did
go on to college. He and John McDonough
would imitate Mr. McDonough when they
caught each other nodding off in class, rapping each other’s books. And when I came to
high school, my dad passed on the message
to me. Tap tap tap. “Get into it.” Complete
with Irish accent.
Freshmen, you are living in a brief
moment in which your minds are open and
accepting of new ideas and new people. In
a matter of months, the transformation into
hard-headed upperclassmen will begin. Use
this time to find your way to love learning.
Soon you will become set in your ways, and
if you have not found a way to make learning
enjoyable by then, your next four years can
be very unpleasant and unfulfilling.
I came to St. Louis U. High expecting
to learn complex lessons and complicated
theories too grand for grade school. I later
realized that I had spent most of my time trying to learn one lesson, the first and simplest.
Tap tap tap. “Get into it.”
Having passion for schoolwork wasn’t
hard freshman year. For the first few months,
the new environment, with its collegiate
facades and green spaces, constantly oozed
the spirit of learning into my then-malleable
mind. But my strategy for schoolwork was
the same as my strategy for long-distance
running, something my dad excelled at and I
usually just suffered through: charge forward
for as long as I could, without thinking about
what I was doing. I counted on the beginner’s
zeal to motivate me to slam through school
days and three hours of homework without a
breath. And after this zeal was gone, I tried to
push through piles of work only by wanting
to get it done, not by wanting to learn, to be
enriched by the work.
The same trend continued through
sophomore and junior year. Certainly there
were many periods of spirited interest in
learning. I found things that fascinated me:
Frank O’Connor short stories, planetary
physics, charcoal drawing. But as passionate as I was about these individual things,
they remained just that—things. I remained
bored with most of my schoolwork and
lost the ability to make the whole student
experience worthwhile, enjoyable. When
Mr. McDonough and my father rapped
on books, they weren’t just telling kids to
get through that specific book. They were
espousing a life philosophy: Love to learn.
Love the work of learning.
But I had all but forgotten how to love
learning. I began to hate working, and felt that
to have to work at something was unnecessary, even shameful. The greater the writer or
artist, the more quickly masterpieces should
spill from his or her mind, without effort.
Freshmen, the disaffected young artist is a
stage many of you will go through. Try to
survive it.
I almost went through SLUH uncured.
I realized I had a problem but was unsure
of how to solve it. But last summer, I read
Life Work by Donald Hall, the memoir of a
man who realizes his death is approaching
and can only do one thing in the face of it:
work. He equates working with life, which

see FRESHMEN, 6
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were the only high school students invited to his family was like his rock,” said Lodholz.
participate in the show, something Laughlin “Those kids were everything to him and then
sees as a testament to Michaelson’s ability that energy and passion and drive he carried
to get students involved.
over into what he liked professionally.”
“It’s one thing to have a teacher who
Michaelson’s wife Angelica is Cathoteaches govlic. Her faith
No syntax is adequate to the task of drafting a
ernment; it’s
a n d S L U H ’s
another thing sentence summing up the support the SLUH comCatholic, Jesuit
to have a teach- munity has shown us over the last ten months. What tradition led Mier who lives, comes to me are a flood of images and voices. Here chaelson to join
in a sense, are some from near the end, and the end, of our
the faith after he
passionately battle: Jim (Knapp, S.J.) and Paul sitting on the
became ill.
that type of back porch and eagerly dicussing good trout fishing
“What
interest,” said spots in Michigan, and equal eagerness, coupled
Paul wanted
with wonder, in Paul’s voice relaying to me the
Laughlin.
more than
Michael- presence of God he felt when Jim gave him comanything was
son’s love for munion one morning in the hospital.What I believe
Communion.
politics mani- were Spirit-inspired consolations Jim spoke over
He wanted to
fested itself in the phone as I sat on a small elevator lobby bench
physically be
countless dif- outside the intensive care unit during the two days
in communion
ferent ways. He when God set before our family ostensibly imposwith Jesus in
moderated the sible decisions and paths. Anne Marie’s hand on my the sacrament
World Quest back during the pre-dawn vigil at home the night my in a way that
team, and Vir- sweetheart died, while we looked at old photographs he believed Catual World—a and shared good memories of love and youth. John
tholicism proclub in which (Moran), so recently having suffered the loss of
vides. But he
students took his father, escorting Fr. Houlihan, arm in a scarlet
also wanted to
on leadership sling, into the ICU at 10 o’clock at night to say the
be in commuo f v a r i o u s Prayers for the Dying for my soulmate to escort
nion with this
countries and him into heaven. Five hours of stories and rememcommunity at
controlled that brances with, among others, many SLUH students
SLUH I think in
country’s poli- and faculty at the wake. The resplendent sound of
a way that was
cies—in ad- the SLUH men’s choir reverberating in St. Roch’s
much closer,
dition to the and filling it with hope at Paul’s funeral. Many more and also in the
Young Demo- vignettes abound with lack of space to share them
community at
crats and Re- now. Endless thanks to you all.
St. Roch,” said
—Angelica Michaelson
publicans.
Lodholz.
Along
J i m
with politics, Michaelson was known to Knapp, S.J., helped guide Michaelson
have a deep passion for sports, particularly through the process of conversion, and
hockey. He coached C hockey at SLUH, and subsequently shared the sacraments with
according to Lodholz, could speak accurately him before each new procedure, often in
on any aspect of the game.
Michaelson’s hospital room.
Michaelson’s interest in politics and
Knapp was out of town the week that
sports were only surpassed by his faith and Michaelson died, but spoke with him on
love of family. Born and raised Lutheran, the phone in his final days. Michaelson was
Michaelson put his faith above all else.
visited by a number of other priests and
“Faith was very important to him, and religious sisters as well.
because faith was very important to him,
Knapp said Michaelson was hopeful

until the end. He told Knapp he wanted to
pray for three things: the defeat of cancer
in general, the cure of his own particular
case, and the ability to be able to return to
the classroom.
Michaelson’s prayers were not answered
in an immediate sense, and for the second
year in a row, SLUH has started the year in
tragedy.
“When you lose people that are close,
there just isn’t language for it. It’s news that
steals some of your vital life force away, (and)
you feel like you can’t make a tight fist for a
few days, or a week. You don’t necessarily
feel sad or cry, you just feel drained,” said
Callon.
“There’s an obvious hole .... There’s a
person missing. It feels like when you sit
down to dinner with your family, which is
sort of what your department feels like,”
said Lodholz, “that there’s someone who’s
not here anymore. It’s quieter.”
Gusdorf created a group on Facebook
when Michaelson first got sick. As of
Wednesday, the group, now a memorial, has
646 members, who have offered reflections
and support.
Laughlin explained that although no
official plans are set for a permanent memorial, there are still many meaningful ways to
honor Michaelson now.
“We’re a faith-focused community. As
hurtful as it is, I think the goals of this school
are well beyond the horizon of life on Earth.
And in a sense it’s a time to support one
another with that deep-seated belief,” said
Laughlin. “In the immediate the best way that
we can remember Dr. Michaelson... is the
passion which he had for the development
of his students and the interest that he had
in the subjects that he taught.”
“We lost one not perfect but great model
of what it means to be a man,” said Callon.
“He was an athlete, he was an intellectual,
he was very compassionate. He helped other
people feel at their best. He was humble, he
was deeply spiritual.”
News Editor Conor Gearin contributed
reporting for this story.

“The more I thought about it the more
I didn’t really understand what the major
difference was between having a quarterzip or half-zip versus a full-zip jacket,” said
Kesterson. “I didn’t see a real strong reason
for not having it so I thought this year we’d
give it a shot and see how it goes.”
Kesterson also evaluated the potential of
iPod Touches and cell phones as something
that the school could integrate into the normal
day. But in the end, Kesterson did not see that
the pros of integration outweighed the cons.
He said that students did not lose anything
by being “turned off” from 7:50 a.m. to 3
p.m., and that the policy could eliminate
potential distractions. He also included the
possibility for academic dishonesty as one
of the cons.
“As a school trying to be on the fore-

front of emerging technologies, we need
to at least recognize what is out there and
what our students have and are using,” said
Kesterson. “I’m always open to (integration)
and at the end of the year I will evaluate it
… but I just didn’t think that this year we’re
(ready to transition).”
The implementation of a student lounge
in the area where the Coaches’ Commons
used to be is another change this year. Kesterson said the project is still in flux, but that
he hoped it would be finalized by today.
The original plan was to have two student lounges, one in the old Coaches’ Commons and one across from the mathematics
office where Director of Admissions Craig
Hannick’s office used to be. Kesterson said
that these two rooms seemed like “two really
good spaces.”
Because the room across from the math-

ematics office was not ready to be opened at
the beginning of school, only the basement
lounge is currently functioning.
Kesterson said, “We’re still trying to
figure out the best usage for those, but that
has kind of changed a little bit because of the
large numbers of freshmen and sophomores
and where to put them for lunch because our
cafeteria can’t hold that many.”
Kesterson said he was trying to get some
student feedback as well. He said that the
main issue he was trying to work through
was the possibility of some sort of grade
restriction, such as a senior-only room.
Marchlewski said that originally, the
plan was to have the basement room be a
proctored lounge for all students and the
room across from the math office be the
senior-only “chill room.” Because the room
was not ready and was in an inopportune

location, it will likely not be converted into
a lounge.
One of the other changes to the lounge
policy is that they will be more closely monitored and better lit. For example, according
to Marchlewski, economics teacher Lauren
Dickens has been proctoring the room for
parts of the day. In addition, there must
always be at least one light on in the room.
Kesterson also touched on other initiatives that he is working on for this year,
including etiquette (part of his respect initiative), keeping backpacks in lockers, and
being quiet in the hallways, especially after
lunch periods.
Finally, Kesterson included being quiet
in the hallways after lunch as part of his
hopes for this year because he realized that
the noise level can be disruptive to classes.

(from 1)
before their patrons ever get into the Saint
Louis Science Center … they won’t really
affect our students at all as far as where we
park and that kind of stuff,” he said.
Furthermore, Wharton says that the
peak times of parking lot usage are different
for SLUH and the Science Center. SLUH’s
school year begins just when the Science
Center’s summer rush is ending, and high
school football games are after the museum’s
closing time.
“They have our calendar of events, and
we keep in mind certain events that they’re
going to need the entire parking lot,” said
Rankin.
The Science Center also planned the

construction so as to not interfere with
SLUH’s function.
“We’re going to great lengths to keep the
construction traffic to a real minimum,” said
Wharton. “We’re going to route (construction vehicles) around our Exploradome and
around part of our building, and they won’t
come on any lot at all.”
Alberici Constructors, the same firm that
built the Exploradome, the main building,
and the walkway over Interstate 64, is doing site preparation work for the excavation
and structural assembly, which may start as
early as the end of next week, according to
Wharton.
In addition to the exhibition hall, the
Science Center plans to build a new entrance

lobby facing south onto the shared parking
lot.
The new exhibition hall is slated to open
next summer. Designed by PGAV Destinations, the new building will apply for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
(LEED) silver certification, a designation
given to facilities that have a low impact on
the environment and high energy efficiency.
Heating, cooling, and lighting units will all
be energy efficient. LEED certified buildings
must have a green roof—a roof with plant
life to offset the environmental impact of the
building. The roof will be used as a viewing terrace and outdoor exhibit space. The
building will provide 12,000 square feet of
new area for exhibits.

Wharton said the contrast between
the Exploradome’s efficiency and the new
building will be like “night and day. The
Exploradome is not well insulated; we have
to keep the air handlers on 24/7 to keep the
building inflated.” In addition to the green
exhibition hall, the Science Center is replacing its cooling units with a more efficient
central air conditioning system.
“It’s really going to give us an opportunity to make everything as efficient as
possible,” said Wharton of the renovations.
Wharton and other Science Center officials
have kept SLUH informed of the progress
of the project, though SLUH had no input
on the planning.
Core Staff Reporter Matt Cooley
contributed reporting for this story.

(from 1)

in Petrograd. (Those were) books that he
hadn’t touched in probably ten years,” said
Lodholz. “And then somebody would start
talking about hockey, and he would know
all of the stats.”
“I always kind of marveled at how much
he knew about what was going on in current
events to be able to start talking about any
topic without preparation. He just knew a lot
of stuff,” said history teacher Tim O’Neil.
He explained that he often used Michaelson
as a resource for topics he was not familiar
with.
As intense as Michaelson was in conversation and in the classroom, he was known
to be open-minded with a keen respect for
others’ opinions and political views.
“He just really exemplified an impartial
air, and he recognized and understood … our
views,” said Eliot Gusdorf, one of Michaelson’s former students. “He respected them
and was very encouraging about trying our
own things not necessarily to compete with
each other but to learn from each other.”
Perhaps the most concrete proof of his
impartiality was that Michaelson, a political
conservative, moderated both the Young
Democrats and Young Republicans during
his time at SLUH.
“He challenged people not to be ideologues. He challenged people to go out of
their way to seek information and the best
of the arguments that the other side had,”
said English teacher David Callon, a close
friend of Michaelson’s, having met him
and his wife Angelica while enrolled as a
graduate student at Washington University.
His position as moderator of both political clubs speaks to Michaleson’s passion
for politics. He organized debates and took
great strides to introduce students to politics
outside of the classroom.
President David Laughlin remembers
Michaelson leading a group of five students in drive-time political discussion on
KMOX radio’s Reardon Show during the
2008 election season. The SLUH students
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Experienced U. High football
team set to tackle difficult schedule
by Ryan Dowd
reporter

T

onight the Saint Louis U. High Jr.
Bills will kick off a challenging 2010
campaign against an experienced yet hungry Parkway North team.
Although in the past the Jr. Bills have
begun the season against Parkway South,
several scheduling changes have been made
in the off-season. The Jr. Bills will open with
three non-conference games this year before
starting conference play. The non-conference
opponents this year—North, Ladue, and
Webster—all go into the 2010 season as
recent powerhouses. Though SLUH has
suffered consecutive first-round playoff
losses, this year’s squad will take a gameby-game approach to a difficult schedule in
the hopes of making a deeper push toward
title contention.
Offensively, things did not go as planned
last year for the Jr. Bills. Going into the season with a seasoned senior quarterback in
Michael Riddering, a dynamic running back
in Griffin Lowery, and an experienced core of
senior linemen, it was assumed that moving
the ball would not be a problem. After just
two games, the aforementioned quarterback
and running backs were knocked out for the
season. But thanks to the emergence of thensophomore quarterback Trevor McDonagh
and then-sophomore receiver Mitch Klug,
along with solid play from current senior
running backs Lan Sansone and Elliot Fish,
the Jr. Bill offense managed to score enough
points to win five games.
This year’s offense features many of the
key players from last year’s squad. The skill
positions stack up with McDonagh again at
quarterback, Klug at split end, junior flanker
Stefan Sansone, three-year varsity player
and senior captain Joe Blume at tight end,
senior captain Lan Sansone at fullback and
junior tailback TK Hawkins.
McDonagh threw for 1,606 yards and
15 touchdowns last year, gaining crucial
game experience. Klug caught 39 passes
for 655 yards and a team-leading 9 touchdowns. Stefan Sansone started at weakside
linebacker last year but was one of the most
dynamic kick and punt returners in the Metro

Catholic Conference. Blume has started since
his sophomore year at either tight end or
defensive end and will provide McDonagh
with a reliable security blanket.
Lan Sansone, a tailback last year, led
the team with 783 rushing yards and
will make the switch to fullback this
year. Hawkins emerged in the playoff
game versus Oakville, gashing the
Tiger defense with several long gains.
“We got a lot of speed so we just
use that, get the ball to guys in the
open field,” said McDonagh.
Hopes for a successful season
also lie in the powerful hands of the
offensive line, led by senior captain
Charlie Brynac at left tackle and
returning junior starter Sam Knesel.
Senior center Will Meiners, junior
right guard Aaron Kerwood, and junior
right tackle Bryan Mathews round out
the group. Players are confident this
batch can drive block the offense to
the next level.
“We’ve had meetings throughout
the year just with the O-line and we’ve
really come together,” said Blume.
Seniors at key positions such as
defensive tackle, middle linebacker,
and corner helped lead the Jr. Bills to
a solid defensive season. The Jr. Bills
held their opponents to 23.6 points per game.
But the defense struggled against strong offensive opponents Desmet and Chaminade,
giving up 35 and 49 points respectively.
The loss of key seniors is always tough
on a squad, but teams are reshaped and remolded year after year. This year’s defense
will be no different. With essentially seven
starters returning and all starters being upperclassmen, lack of experience should not
be a problem.
The all-senior defensive line is an impressive mass of muscle: Blume and senior
Phil Hogrebe at end and SLUH’s own version
of the the Minnesota Vikings’ Williams Wall
with massive seniors Alex Cross and Charlie
Brynac at the defensive tackles. Returning
starter and team captain John Brusati will
lead the linebackers playing strong side,
accompanied by junior middle backer Sean

cal bout, the Jr. Bills have had a more physical
camp this august.
“This year in practice we’ve stepped up
our hitting and blocking,” said Blume.
Graduation has hurt the Suburban South
PHOTO BY BEN BANET power, however, with
more than 2,500 rushing yards graduating.
The Vikings play the
unconventional 5-3
defense, meaning five
defensive linemen
and three linebackers
with essentially three
defensive backs.
“They try to take
away some of your
run game and have
you throw and we’re
looking forward to
throwing the football,” said head coach
Gary Kornfeld.
Facing a gang of
possible top tier teams
to start the season,
including CBC in
week four, the Jr. Bills
will have to come out
with guns blazing to
The football team preps for Parkway North earlier this week.
hit week five 4-0.
“I think it’s always important to try to
safety, and senior Edwin Young as cornerback. Senior captain Elliot Fish, who started get out of the gate good, but with our level
at running back and strong safety at times of competition that we’re playing game in
last season, will man the other corner spot and game out this year we’re going to have
an opportunity every Friday night to prove
to start this season.
“We’ll be really strong. We’ve got a ourselves,” said Kornfeld.
Players view the schedule as an excellot of speed on the field. We’ve got some
guys that can hit; we’ll be good,” said Lan lent opportunity. “I love it. I think playing all
these good teams makes us better prepared
Sansone of the defense.
The Jr. Bills will need to start the season for Districts and playoffs and that’s pretty
in mid-season form to go to battle with the Vi- much what it’s all about,” said Blume.
Districts have also changed this year.
kings. Last year’s District champs and State
semifinalists boast one of the best football This season the Jr. Bills find themselves in
programs in the last five years. Since 2006, the same district as Jesuit rival DeSmet, last
the Vikings are 37-9 with three District titles year’s playoff demise Lindbergh, and the
and appearances in both a semifinal and a precociusly winless Melville Panthers.
The Jr. Bills are a slight enigma to
quarterfinal in the state playoffs. North has
become one of the most productive running outsiders going into this season, but no one
will ever count out a team with the SLUH
teams in the area.
In preparation for this sure-to-be physi- logo on the side of a helmet.
Rammaha. Junior John Jedlicka rounds out
the backers at the weak side position.
Three-fourths of the defensive backfield
returns with team captain Lan Sansone at
strong safety, junior Paul Simon at free

Soccer restructures, looks for State title
Despite returning only
three starters, Jr. Bills
have talent to win it all
by Danny Lucchesi and
Lumetta
reporter, sports editor

A

Mike

fter suffering a devastating 1-0 loss
against archrival CBC in the State
final last year, the varsity soccer team
hopes it can build on its success of last
year and walk away with the title. St Louis U. High, however, only has three returning starters—senior midfielder Richie
Hoffman, junior back Sam Steurer, and
sophomore center back Joe Rund—and
they have, as usual, a difficult schedule,
featuring Metro Catholic Conference foe
CBC and St. Ignatius, a Cleveland team
ranked fourth in the nation by ESPNrise.
com.
Head coach Charlie Martel said that the
team will have little trouble replacing graduated seniors, however, as the team replaces
several players every year. Some players,
like senior captains Hoffman, forward Ben
Emnett, forward Brian Bement, and wing
back Rob Carr, have previous varsity experi-

5

ence. A mix of seniors on JV last year and capable of starting.
younger players will round out the squad.
“As far as I see it, between those two
Emnett said that experienced players, guys, it’s going to be the hot keeper that
especially captains, need to lead by example.
PHOTO BY BEN BANETplays,” he said.
“We got to
Hoffman, a fourplay our positions,
year varsity player,
make sure we take
will be a key cog in
care of the rest of
midfield.
the team, and be a
“Everything baleader out there,”
sically is going to go
he said.
through Richie. He’s
According to
going to be the genMartel, scoring
eral,” said Martel.
will come from a
“I’m going to
number of different
look to past guys that
players.
played my position
“The way I
and try to play the
see it, if we got 10
way they did,” said
to 12 goals from
Hoffman, mentionsix different guys,
ing players like Nick
that’s the kind of
Maglasang, ’09, and
balance that we
Jack Twellman, ’08.
would like to see,”
The Jr. Bills
Martel said.
have a tough schedule
In goal, SLUH
this year, with matches
has to replace Dave
against skilled MCC
Kirner, who played
opponents CBC, Viana crucial role in the
ney, and Chaminade,
stretch run last sea- Senior Rob Carr looks on as junior Ryan Merrifield boots in addition to the conthe ball in practice.
son. Senior Andrew
test with Ignatius in
Evola and junior Ryan Suddarth are battling Indianapolis. However, the team believes that
for the starting job, and Martel feels both are it can pull through with wins and a strong

State run if it plays its system.
Martel said that the team will feature a
“phalanx” defensively—10 players arranged
in an arrow at the point of attack.
“We think defensively we’re going to
be able to kind of pull back a little bit, draw
the other team in, and then we’re going to
counter because we’re really fast,” said
Martel.
Bement expects SLUH to compete well
because they have skilled players who are
well conditioned from Ajax, their summer
camp.
“I’m excited for (the tough competition),” said Bement. “If we play our game,
we’ll be fine.”
Steurer said, “If we bring our A-game
and play the formation Mr. Martel and Mr.
Clark taught us, we’ll be really tough to beat
this year.”
“We play our system,” said Martel. “And
the system is, we feel, what gets us through
almost every year.”
Hoffman said that sticking to that system
and playing fundamentally well will help the
team win games.
“We got to play tight, we got to play
strong defensively, and when we get our
chances, we’ve got to score,” he said.
The season begins tonight against
Gibault at Oerter Park at 7 p.m.
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Brown steps in at the last moment
Takes on Michaelson’s
former AP and
economics classes

tion by Tom Kickham, father of Kevin, ’10.
Brown has taken over Michaelson’s
Microeconomics course, as well as the two
sections of AP Government and Politics.
History teacher Matthew Buha took over

PHOTO BY TED WIGHT

by John Sachs
reporter

B

ill Brown has joined the St. Louis U.
High faculty as an Economics and
Government and Politics teacher, filling
the position left by Paul Michaelson.
In late July, the administration began
to make plans for Michaelson’s potential
absence during the first few weeks of school
while recuperating from a planned back
surgery.
“He called us on that, and said we should
have something to go for the start of the
year,” said Principal John Moran.
Within a week, ads for a part-time position had been posted on the school website
and in the St. Louis Review. The part-time
position would have covered the classes until
Michaelson returned to the school. When
Michaelson passed away, however, the ads
were changed to a full-time position.
“I don’t think if we had started the process after Dr. Michaelson had passed, that
we would have been able to get everything
together as quickly as we did,” said Moran.
Brown said he was told about the posi-

Mr. Bill Brown

Michaelson’s fourth class, a freshman Global
History I course.
“I understand that there are several
students who took the course because of
their relationship to Dr. Michaelson,” said
Brown.

“If we didn’t find the right guy, we
weren’t going to hire; we were going to
cancel the class,” said social studies department chair Bob O’Connell. “As we talked
to him it was clear that he was more than
qualified and would be a great fit.”
Brown has signed on to teach the first
semester, and after that will decide if he
wants to stay on for the second semester.
“Beyond the personal tragedy for Dr.
Michaelson and his family, it’s tough to
step in and try to live up to the standards of
students that wanted to have him for class,”
said Brown.
Before coming to SLUH, Brown taught
at Eureka High School, where since 1973 he
taught several Social Studies classes, including AP Government and Politics. In addition
to his teaching duties, Brown also coached
baseball and basketball at Eureka. Brown
has also had extensive experience with the
AP program, working as both a reader and a
table leader while grading the tests. Brown
had planned on fully retiring from teaching
this year, but the need to replace Michaelson
called him back.
“You never want to find yourself in a
situation like this, but when you do, you
really want a Mr. Brown to walk in and say
‘What day do we start?’” said Moran.

Keeven joins Theology Dept.
by Brian
reporter

Suhre

of high school teaching he carries a wealth
of experience in youth ministry, having
hris Keeven joins the St. Louis U. worked for the previous 12 years at Mother
High theology department from Cor of Perpetual Help Parish and St. Clare of
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT
Assisi Parish in O’Fallon,
Jesu Academy this year, stepIll. In his parish positions,
ping into the role vacated by
Keeven was in charge of
Rosemary Queathem’s rethe PSR, Confirmation,
tirement, to teach freshman
and First Communion protheology and coach rugby.
grams. With his experience
A graduate of Mater Dei
in parish ministry, Keeven
High School in Breese, Ill.,
hopes to help out with
Keeven earned his Bachelor’s
SLUH’s Campus Ministry
degree in Theology from
department.
Loyola University in Chicago.
Keeven will be thrown
He later received his Master’s
right into the mix at SLUH,
degree in Pastoral Studies from
teaching four sections of
the Aquinas Institute.
freshman theology and
Although Keeven is encoaching rugby. Keeven
tering only his second year

C

Mr. Chris Keeven

Campus
Ministry Announcement
Last year, 10% of the student
body participated in service three or
more times. Campus Ministers say
that it is expected for students at a
Jesuit school to be actively giving to
their community. Campus Ministry
wants 50% of the student body to
participate in community service for
one athletic season this year, and they
need your help. Sign up for service
opportunities either outside Ms.
Bieber’s office,or at the CSP table
during Activities Fair next week!

says that he prefers a Socratic method of
teaching, which emphasizes questioning.
He hopes to incorporate a variety of multimedia into his teaching, using PowerPoints,
Youtube clips, and DVDs.
So far, Keeven says that he has been very
impressed by the professional atmosphere at
SLUH and the welcoming he has received.
“This is an atmosphere focused on
excellence, and I like being a part of it. I appreciate being made to feel so welcome. The
Christian values that this school is founded
on are easy to notice,” Keeven said.

(from 3)
is largely true: if there is anything certain
in life, it is work. How can one really live
and hate to work?
The book stirred up thoughts lying
dormant in me—something schoolwork has
a way of doing, if one pays attention. The
way to get through work—and life—is all
in the approach. Work cannot be escaped;
only by absorbing yourself in a task can you
stop hating it. Most importantly, try to find
something worthwhile in every class, every
lesson. The night I finished Life Work, my
Dad tapped one of my new textbooks. “Get
into it.”
Freshmen, my advice to you now is to
absorb yourself into this school. Your task for
the next four years is to learn how to learn.
You will not always be as ready and eager
to come to school as you are right now, so
find work you love to do and learn to love
work. It’s a lesson I am still learning. Get
into it.

Schuler joins
Math Department, will
teach Algebra
and Geometry
by Fritz Simmon
reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High math department
has hired Dan Schuler to teach Algebra 2 and Geometry.
Schuler grew up in Youngstown, Ohio,
and attended Springfield High School, where
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT
he played
four sports:
football,
basketball,
baseball,
and track.
During his
sophomore
year his basketball team
went 22-1,
its lone loss
coming in
the District
Championship game
Mr. Dan Schuler
to St. Vincent-St Mary’s High School, led by current
NBA all-star LeBron James.
After high school, Schuler attended
Mercyhurst College in Erie, Pennsylvania,
where he studied to become a teacher.
It was not until he got involved in student teaching that he decided he wanted to
become a math teacher.
Schuler already seems to be fitting in
well with the SLUH students by telling jokes
and stories.
Junior Alex Boatman, who has Schuler
for Algebra 2, said, “Mr. Schuler seems like
a nice guy and a good teacher as well.”
Schuler is recently married and lives at
the Kabat House, where he offers support
and hospitality to immigrants.
Schuler wants to be part of co-curriculars
at SLUH as well.
“I would also like to help coach basketball and track and get involved with many
things, especially CSP,” said Schuler.

Pagano returns to SLUH,
will teach theater courses
Minn., where he acted in many plays. After
becoming a father, he and his wife, who is
also involved in theater, decided to move
aul Pagano ’96 is returning to Saint back to St. Louis.
After coming back to St. Louis, PaLouis U. High to teach Oral ComPHOTO BY TED WIGHT
gano realized that it
munications and Acting
is difficult to be an
Improv.
actor in the winter
Pagano was born and
when not many plays
raised in St. Louis and
are performed, and so
attended SLUH, where
after SLUH gets out for
he had his first opportusummer, he will be on
nity to be in a play. After
the stage, teaching as
this experience, Pagano
well as performing at
believed he had a “GodSTAGES Performing
given talent” for the arts,
Arts Academy.
so he made his love for the
Pagano also
theater his career. Now he
noted that he decided
said he is “excited to be
to become a teacher
back where (his) passion
because he enjoys
for the arts started.”
working with kids
Pagano began college
and students.
as a Theology major, but
Pagano said he is
he changed his mind, de“really excited, really
Mr. Paul Pagano
ciding that acting was the
thrilled to be on stage.”
route he wanted to take. He
“He’s really lively and active in his
earned his B.A. in Drama at Washington University, and afterward obtained a Master’s class,” sophomore Clayton Houle remarked.
degree in Theater Education at Fontbonne
University. He then moved to Minneapolis,
by Joe Moran
reporter
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CLATTO

News

(from 2)

Boys and Girls clubs. We are going to be
everywhere,” said Clatto.
Clatto likes to describe it as “lifting
the veil off SLUH.” According to Community Service Programs coordinator Simonie
Bieber, Clatto told the faculty that he wants
to break down the stereotypes that a child
must be wealthy and white in order to attend
SLUH.
An integral part of Clatto’s plan to
developing these relationships is to have
SLUH students tutor and mentor younger
kids. Clatto has already starting working
with the CSP staff to create these mentoring
opportunities, and he intends to use ACES
as the spearhead to begin the mentoring.
“Not only will our students get something out of it, but the St. Louis community
will realize what a gem they have in this
school,” said Clatto.
“I think it’s a fantastic idea,” said Bieber.
“The city public schools really need a lot

SHENANIGANS

(from 2)
enter. Others, including STUCO officers and
those who manned the refreshment sales, did
not pay to enter. With those people factored
in, Kesterson projected the count to increase
to roughly 750 SLUH students.
Because of changes in handling of
STUCO’s budget, the price of admission was
reduced to five dollars. According to Kesterson, STUCO’s budget will be deducted from
the school’s general fund, and earnings from
the mixer will be deposited directly into it as
well. This eliminated the dependence on the
mixer for STUCO’s revenue, allowing the
more-convenient five dollars to be charged.
“Part of the reason why we made (admission) five dollars is to make it easier for
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Commentary

of help. A lot of the students are not at the
reading levels they should be to get into
high schools, and the dropout rate is high.
His hope is by bringing the community in
and showing what SLUH has to offer, we
can help them, while they can help us.”
Already, Clatto has established new
relationships with St. Louis middle schools.
A future possibility is to have students from
Carlin Middle School and McKinley Junior
Academy participate in fine arts exchanges.
According to Clatto, the students from those
schools could come here to interact with
SLUH students in the theater and band
programs, and SLUH students might visit
their schools and teach a lesson in topics
like acting improvisation.
Clatto’s plans have been well received
by both the faculty and the students.
“He addressed the faculty at our opening
of school meetings and seemed tremendously
aware of the needs of this school. Also, in
the ways we can change. He has tremendous

experience with high school students and
diversity, and he is a wonderful addition,”
said English teacher Barb Osburg, who
serves on SLUH’s Diversity Council.
“I think he is a good addition to the
staff. I think he’ll do a good job bringing
in a diverse population to our school,” said
junior Terek Hawkins, who is an ACES
leader. “He wants (ACES) to do a little more
for the community. He wants ACES to be
involved in Big Brother and KEEN. I think
that it’s a good addition to ACES.”
Overall, Clatto has been enjoying SLUH
and getting accustomed to the new environment.
“It is a wonderful place. Everyone has
been very welcoming and very supportive.
It was a little shock to my system. There is
a lot of autonomy here, which allows the
kids to reach their full potential, which I
find refreshing,” said Clatto.

us to get people in. We don’t have to worry
about making change and running out of
one-dollar bills,” said Kesterson.
Although more convenient for those
attending the mixer, Kesterson felt the line
moved almost too fast, as the Commons
reached capacity earlier than expected, and
doors had to be shut around 7:30, causing
many to be denied admission.
Even with the fairly large crowd, Kesterson had no disciplinary incidents to report,
and breathalyzers were rarely used during
the night.
“With the fast speed of everybody getting in, it was a little more difficult to manage,” said Kesterson. “It would’ve been nicer
to have a slower pace, taking it all in and

looking at the general demeanor of people.”
“I didn’t see any problems,” said junior
Austin Huelsing. “I think our administration
knows what they’re doing about this.”
“People seemed pretty relaxed,” said
junior Jean-Paul Angieri. “I don’t think there
were many alcohol problems.”
The decreased attendance did not seem
to have any negative effects on the atmosphere at the mixer.
“It was probably the grossest mixer
we’ve had,” said STUCO Secretary-Treasurer Phil Nahlik, commenting on the large
amount of sweat present at the event.
“It was a bit crowded,” said freshman
Joseph Edmunds. “Still, it was a lot of fun.”

FUEGO
(from 2)

the attendance of six students.
At 9:58, the administrative team began
to head back. At the top of the stadium steps,
Clark, Kesterson and Moran met with St.
Louis fire chief Baron Ross and the police
chief to discuss ways to streamline the
process, while keeping it safe. Ross stated
that alternate places for the school to congregate must be 500 feet away—out of the
“hot zone.” Clark suggested the Danis Field
House as a possible alternative if the fire was
on the opposite end of campus; Ross agreed.
Finally, they headed back to the building but
were interrupted by computer teacher Tim
Rittenhouse who said that the alarm did not
sound in the Field House—a problem that
will possibly rule out the Field House as an
alternative congregation point.
Clark, Kesterson and Moran entered the
building at 10:08, then realized announce-

ments have yet to been read. Shortly after,
Clatto came on the P.A. as Kesterson attempted to stop fleeing students instead of
sending them back to their second period
class. At 10:11, activity period began—leaving students only 15 minutes until the next
class.
“Overall, I was pretty pleased with how
the first (drill) went,” said Kesterson, noting
changes would need to be made, and that
meetings would follow shortly.
This drill begins a whole new outlook on
SLUH safety and security. A new check-in
system has been implemented already, but
now an emergency team is in the process of
being added by the end of the quarter.
Kesterson concluded, “It’s just a matter of being proactive as a community, and
educating everybody involved how to deal
with what’s going on around you.”
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Mixers: best and
worst of SLUH
by Mike Lumetta
sports editor

T

he crowd swarms up Berthold,
dressed in short shorts, classic jumpsuit, sunglasses, and, in general, in whatever seems craziest. Upperclassman girls
flaunt their seniority in shirts reading “Senior.” The guys’ line stretches down to the
gate of the football stadium; the girls’ line
backs all the way around the turnaround
to the Danis Field House. Finally the
doors open. The crowd presses in, climbs
the steps to the lobby, and flows into the
gym. The sun fades in the north windows,
and the party begins.
The Back to School Mixer tends to draw
out the best and the worst in St. Louis U. High.
It has become a time in which we celebrate
and exhibit most fully the characteristics
common to us as a whole. We love to party.
We dress up in crazy stuff we bought yesterday from Goodwill. We’re brothers, and
we have fun together. An almost ridiculous
number of girls want to dance with us.
But anyone inside the Commons between 7 and 10 p.m. last Friday could see
a different side of SLUH as well. I doubt
an outsider would have even named the
characteristics I just listed if he had seen
the mixer. When the lights go down and the
mixer starts, many of us don’t treat the girls
there—our guests—as people.
Because we’re an all-guys school, we
occasionally exhibit a kind of latent misogyny. Our great brotherhood sometimes
translates into a bros-before-hoes mentality;
at the mixer, we say “Hey, what’s up?” to our
brothers and then grind on girls. That’s not
to say that some of us don’t respect women
as much as we respect our guy friends; I’m
sure most of us do most of the time, and
some all of the time. But if we choose to treat
them one way outside and another inside, we
undermine that friendship and respect.
We have a cynicism, too, that permits us
to indulge without conscience. We’re SLUH;
we’re smart enough to rationalize grinding
and whatever else we may choose to do at
the mixer. And in the end, what does it really
matter? The girls want to do it too, making
it harder to resist and easier to accept.
But that cynicism prevents us from examining the meaning of what we’re doing.
I know that when I think about it the idea
disgusts me, and I can only surmise that the
problem flows from a lack of consideration of
what we’re doing. I can’t justify that kind of
relationship with a woman, a relationship in
which I use her body but am totally unaware
of her as a whole person.
I’m a little uncomfortable saying what
we should do as a community in these kinds
of situations. The issue is complex, and the
problem pervasive. Do what you think is
right—but do believe in what you’re doing.
Back up your actions, and remember your
sisters. In all the aftermath of the mixer, I’ve
never heard the goings-on in the middle of the
Commons discussed in more than a whisper.
We focus on attendance, on music, on what
we wear, but we ignore the focal point.
I’ve found as I’ve matured from a
freshman to a senior that grinding has lost
its attraction, that that attitude has lost its
attraction. I owe part of that change to a
SLUH education in the classroom. But
SLUH has given me a holistic education as
well. After a dance like Junior Ring, where
brotherhood and friendship with our dates
coexisted, I can’t say that grinding at the
mixer constitutes a good dance.
Keep the great things—the complete
“Bad Romance” dance that David Dereak
always does, the willingness to dress up
as the Joker in short shorts. Dance—dance
with girls. Dance with a lot of girls. But be
convinced that you’re doing the right thing,
and then we’ll find out how to have not just
a good mixer, but a fantastic mixer.
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Billiken greets fans at Field House

nent place,” said Laughlin. “When the Milburns came with
this, I just (thought it was) a wonderful way of recognizing
that little image of the history of the school in a way that
we haven’t previously had. So I think it’s very exciting to
have that and I’m certainly very grateful to them for their
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT
creativity and generosity.”
by Matt Cooley
Joe Milburn, junior Jack
core staff
Goeke, and Ben Castro ’10, who
tudents returning to St. Louwere friends of Langford and
is U. High last week were
Zandstra, were present for the
greeted by a new addition to the
placement of the statue.
campus—a statue of a Junior
“It’s sort of cool to rememBilliken now smiles at students
ber Brendan by,” said Goeke. He
in the Berthold Ave. turnaround
noted that a Billiken statue was
from its perch on a brick pedesespecially fitting for Langford,
tal next to the Danis Fieldhouse.
whose love for SLUH was evident
The stainless-steel Billiken
when looking at the Jr. Billiken
and its pedestal were installed in
memorabilia that filled his room.
mid-August. Mr. and Mrs. Mark
Joe Milburn said that he did
Milburn ’70, parents of junior Joe
not know Langford or Ritz very
Milburn, donated the statue. They
well, but wanted to remember them
began the project in the summer of
because they were friends of his
2009, after Brendan Langford and
friends and members of his class.
Jacob Ritz, members of the Class
“There’s always a generation
of 2012, died in a plane crash.
(where) a kid or a couple kids die
Mindful of other SLUH students
at SLUH, and it’s important to
who had died, including Chris
have some kind of recognition for
Zandstra, a member of the Class of
that,” he said.
2010, and Ed Hawk, a member of
For the SLUH students who
Mr. Milburn’s Class of 1970, they
have lost members of their class,
decided to dedicate the statue to
the statue will serve as a physical
The new Billiken statue outside the Danis Field House.
the memory of all SLUH students
reminder of the permanent bond
who have died before graduation.
that links them to their classmates, even those who did not
With the same mold that the Milburns used for a bronze live long enough to graduate.
Billiken on St. Louis University’s campus, they began casting
“I go to Friday night reunions in the fall, and they begin
SLUH’s stainless steel model in their foundry. The casting with Mass, and the intention of the Mass is always offered
process, which required pouring molten steel many times for the deceased classmates,” said Laughlin. “(Continuing
to build up a sturdy shell, was finished earlier this summer. to remember them) is really, truly, a faith commitment and
The Milburn’s and President David Laughlin evalu- understanding on the part of the school community that
ated a variety of locations for the Billiken, and eventually extends well beyond the particular years that these tragic
decided to place it in front of the Fieldhouse, where it would deaths occur.”
be visible but protected from traffic.
The statue will eventually have a plaque to express the
“You can go to our school campus and see the school intention of the monument, but the language of the plaque
seal on the wall, or you could go and see the fleur-de-leis, has not been finalized. It should be placed this fall.
but the Billiken was really nowhere in our school in a perma-

Stainless steel statue honors
deceased SLUH students
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Today

Freshman Fun Day
AP	

Snack—Garlic Cheese Bread

4:30pm JV Football @ Parkway North
C Football @ MICDS
5pm

Soccer @ Gibault

7pm

Football vs. Parkway North
Soccer @ Gibault

Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
Healthy—Baked Meatloaf

Saturday, August 28
No Events

Sunday, August 29
No Events

Monday, August 30
AP	

Award Presentation
Freshman Advisement Prep Meeting
Snack—Mini Tacos

7pm

Mother’s Club General Meeting

Lunch Special—Bosco Pizza
Healthy—Multi-Grain Cheese Pizza

Tuesday, August 31
AP	

Schedule R

Junior Retreat Sign-Up
Freshman Advisement Meeting
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs

Lunch Special—George’s Chicken Strips
Healthy—Baked Pork Chops

Wednesday, September 1
AP	

Activities Fair
Snack—Cookies

Schedule R

4:30pm C Football @ Webster
Lunch Special—Steak n’ Cheese
Healthy—Hamburger Stroganoff

Thursday, September 2

Forecast printed with permission of the National Weather
Service.
St. Louis, MO Weather Service
Office
Phone: 636-441-8467
Compiled by Nick Fandos and
Conor Gearin

Schedule R

Schedule R

AP	

Senior Retreat Sign-Up
1818 Registration (215c)
Snack—Bosco Sticks

4pm

JV Soccer vs. Ft. Zumwalt South
Swimming @ Parkway West

6pm

Soccer vs. Ft. Zumwalt South

Lunch Special—Domino’s Pizza
Healthy—Chicken Permesan
Schedule M
Friday, September 3
Mass of the Holy Spirit
Picture Day (Formal Attire)
9am

Mother’s Club Workshop

AP	

Snack—Chicken Quesa Rolls

4pm

C Soccer vs. Vianney
Cross Country @ First Capital Invite

4:30pm JV Soccer vs. DeSmet
6pm

Soccer @ St. Ignatius

7pm

Football vs. Ladue

Lunch Special—Crispitos
Healthy—BBQ Chicken Skewers

Remember the Titans
quote of the Week:
“I don’t scratch my head unless it itches and I don’t
dance unless I hear some music. I will not be intimidated. That’s just the way it is.”
			
—Coach Herman Boone

