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Open House
attracts 522
students

October sees
sharp spike in
student theft

Attendance still high
despite increase in
school-day tours

Seventeen reported
incidents occurred in
locker room

by Drew Dziedzic
core staff

by Matt Cooley
core staff

L

ined up outside the doors of
the Danis Lobby on a beautiful fall afternoon, 522 prospective students visited St. Louis U.
High last Sunday for the annual
Open House. The total number
of students attending was down
slightly from past years. Families that came mentioned that the
economy was still a major influence in their decision, in addition
to SLUH’s.
Initially, Director of Admissions Anja Schmelter believed that
the number of students attending
would be lower on Sunday, as 146
eighth graders have already taken
advantage of tours offered during
the school day and might not feel
the need to go to Open House. Of
the 522 prospective students that
attended, 2 were ninth graders, 174
were eighth graders, 245 were seventh graders, 95 were sixth graders,
and 6 were fifth graders. In 2009,
there were 233 eighth graders, 250
seventh graders, 95 sixth graders,
and 8 fifth graders.
“The attendance was right on
target. Fifth, sixth, and seventh
graders were almost identical to
years past,” said Schmelter. “While
the eighth graders are down by
about 50, I didn’t know what to
expect. I thought it was going to
down by even more.”
The numbers that impress
Schmelter even more is that by
11:48 a.m., over 100 prospective

see OPEN HOUSE, 9
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Senior goalkeeper Andrew Evola snatches the ball in the box in the first half of Tuesday’s game against CBC.

Jr. Bills avenge Cadets in sectional play
Ryan Merrifield scores twice in first 12 minutes

by Patrick
reporter

T

Hart

he Jr. Bills have entered and
advanced in the State tournament with back-to-back wins
over Metro Catholic Conference rivals. After a 1-0 win over
Chaminade on a golden goal by
senior midfielder Ryan Hoffman
in the District Championship, St.
Louis U. High avenged its recent
overtime loss to CBC with a 2-0
thumping of the Cadets in the
Sectional.
An inspiring halftime speech
by assistant coach Charlie Clark
fired up the Jr. Bills, who came
out to control the first 20 minutes
of the second half. But regulation
time ran out with the score still at
0-0.

The beginning of the first
overtime seemed to be a continuation of the second half. SLUH had
better ball possession, but the attacks just weren’t materializing.
Finally toward the end of the
first overtime, senior captain and
midfielder Richie Hoffman drew a
foul, and the Jr. Bills were awarded
a free kick about five yards outside
of the box. Junior sharpshooter
Paul Buehler hit a low shot that
deflected off the Red Devils’ wall
and to the feet of senior midfielder
Ryan Hoffman, who took a quick
shot which found the back of the
net. The Jr. Bills’ bench and fan
section cleared to celebrate the win.
On Tuesday night, the Bills
took the field again, this time
against their bitter rival, the CBC

Cadets. The sting of the overtime
loss just two weeks ago was still
fresh. Vengeance came quickly,
however, in the form of a goal just
one and a half minutes into the
game.
A picture-perfect diagonal
through-pass from senior captain
and forward Brian Bement to
junior midfielder Ryan Merrifield
put Merrifield one on one with the
charging CBC goalie. Merrifield
got one touch on the ball, and
then lobbed a chip shot over the
goalie into the net. In a salute to
the white-out crowd, Merrifield
ran the length of the field past the
CBC bench to the front of the Bills’
student section to celebrate.
Just eight minutes later, Mer-

see SOCCER, 12

Dauphin Players dramatize life of St. Thomas More

by Joe Klein
core staff

T

he St. Louis U. High Dauphin Players will continue
their season next weekend with
their production of A Man for All
Seasons, a play based on the story of Sir Thomas More, the Lord
Chancellor of England during
the reign of Henry VIII.
The play, written by Robert
Bolt, is set in 14th century England.
Henry VIII has long desired a male
heir, and his wife, Catherine of
Aragon, fails to bear one, so he announces his intention to divorce her
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and marry Anne Boleyn, the sister
of his ex-mistress. More refuses to
endorse the king’s wish, and stays
strong in his principles,
despite opposition from
those associated with the
king.
“Thomas More was
a man who was revered
by the common people,
by the aristocracy, by
everyone,” said director
Kathryn Whitaker. “He
was a smart man, a lawyer. He was diplomatic.
He was philosophical.”
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divorce was in conflict with faith,
he refused to sign off on it.
“He remained so true to his
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT
own conscience, to
what he believed in,
all the time so that, no
matter what, he was
not going to bend,”
said Whitaker.
Junior JeanPaul Angieri, who
plays More, actually
picked More as his
Confirmation saint,
allowing him to go

More was also a devout Catholic and was eventually canonized
in 1935. Believing that Henry’s

Stage crew members put the finishing thouches
on the set for A Man For All Seasons.

see PLAY, 11

he student’s backpack strap
was caught inside the door
of the gym locker next to him.
Hurrying because he was late
for practice, he left the backpack, with clothes and a wallet
inside, on top of his gym locker.
He retuned from practice to find
his wallet, which had $51 inside,
missing and his clothes thrown
on the floor with the pockets
turned inside out. This incident,
which happened about a month
ago, was reported, but has not resulted in disciplinary action.
Unfortunately, this student was
not the only one whose valuables
went missing last month. After
the first month and a half of the
school year passed with relatively
few thefts, the number of reported
thefts at St. Louis U. High rapidly
increased in October.
From the beginning of the
school year until October, Assistant Principal for Student Affairs
Brock Kesterson had logged only
two reports of theft. But during
the rest of October the number of
thefts spiked—Kesterson received
a total of 16 reports of theft over
the next 16 days. And the number
of actual thefts could be higher, he
said, since not all are reported.
These numbers are significantly higher than last year, when
there were no thefts reported by this
time. Last year, most of the thefts
occurred later in the year. Of the 37
reported thefts last year, only eight
had been reported by January.
For the 18 cases of theft that
have been reported this year, a few
trends are apparent. Although in
some cases the time when the theft
occurred could not be pinpointed,
the most commonly reported time
was after school. All but one of
the reported thefts occurred in the
locker room. That continues last
year’s trend—32 of last year’s 37
reported thefts occurred there.
Theft victims interviewed for
this article are quoted anonymously
to protect their idenities. Kesterson
would not discuss specific disciplinary matters.
One student, since he did not

see THEFT, 11
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Cross Country comes up short
Despite a school record set by Tim Rackers
and an All-State finish by Tim McLaughlin,
SLUH finishes 3rd at State. Page 4

STUCO finalizes Mission Week plans
Proceeds from SLUH’s first Mission Week
will raise money for three charities and the
Jesuit mission in Belize. Page 2
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he died, which premiered last night. Page 3
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JV cross-country and soccer teams enjoyed
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Fabulous Acrobats of China visit
Chinese acrobats performed stunts in the
Commons last Wednesday to celebrate the
opening of the Confucius classroom. Page 2
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like and the unifying effect it can have. Page 3
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staff

P

Rauschenbach

lans are set for the first ever
Mission Week at St. Louis
University High School, sponsored by STUCO. The week,
which will run from Sunday,
Nov. 28 to Friday, Dec. 3, will
begin with a SLUH Day of
Service on Sunday. The school
week will kick off with an allschool prayer service on Monday. Throughout the week, students will be encouraged to dress
down according to a different
theme for a small price each day.
The goal of Mission Week is
to raise as much money as possible
for three non-profit organizations
and the Jesuit mission in Belize.
Each grade will raise money for
a different charity. The freshmen
will raise money for the Belize
Jesuit Mission, part of the Missouri Province of the Jesuits, run
by former SLUH faculty member
Jeff Harrison, S.J. The mission aims
to increase education for the youth
in Belize.
The seniors will raise money
for a local organization, Boys
Hope/Girls Hope, which was

Benefactors of Mission Week
-Belize Jesuit Mission (freshmen)
For over 100 years, Jesuits have been living in Belize working to serve the
Belizean people. The headquarters are in Belize City
-Friends of L’Arche St. Louis (sophomores)
Friends of L’Arche St. Louis works to foster caring relationships between people
with and without developmental disabilities in the hopes of creating a culture
of understanding and acceptance.
-Red Cloud Indian School (juniors)
The Jesuit organization, which sponsors four schools: Red Cloud Elementary
School, Red Cloud High School, Red Cloud Middle School, and Our Lady of
Lourdes Elementary School, aims to provide a quality education for Lakota children in the Pine Ridge Reservation while promoting Catholic and Lakota values.
-Boys Hope Girls Hope (seniors)
An organization which hopes to help capable but possibly underprivileged
children reach the full potential, Boys Hope Girls Hope offers non-institutional
housing for in-need children in hopes of creating a stable, family environment.

started by another former SLUH
faculty member, Paul Sheridan,
S.J. The organization provides
underprivileged children with the
support to make academic success
possible.
The third organization is the
Friends of L’Arche St. Louis, a
group seeking to create a community home for adults with special
needs.
The final organization which
will be supported throughout the
week by the juniors is the Red
Cloud Indian School. The school

is a Jesuit institution for Native
Americans in South Dakota.
In deciding which organizations to choose to support for the
week, STUCO members relied
heavily on SLUH connections
such as Belize Mission and Boys
Hope/Girls Hope, which both have
strong representation from former
SLUH faculty. They also decided
on organizations based on referrals
from SLUH faculty members.
“English teacher Steve Missey
actually suggested the L’Arche
community, and Mr. Ehlman came

Acrobats perform in Commons
Performance
to commemorate
Confucius Classroom
by John Webb
reporter

T

he Fabulous Acrobats of
China performed in the St.
Louis U. High Commons on
Wednesday to commemorate
the scheduled opening of the
Confucius classroom. Over 100
people showed up for the 45
minute performance, though the
classroom’s opening is not until
January.
The show opened with a Lion
Ceremony, where a two-manned

lion paraded around the Commons
while two other performers juggled
knives and another used a Chinese
yo-yo.
Next came a traditional Chinese act called the Happy Cook
Show that started off with two men
dressed as cooks juggling a pan,
the pan’s lid, and a potato. They
then switched to juggling a ladle,
a potato, and a knife. The segment
ended when the knife pierced the
potato. Next, they spun a metal
plate on a five-foot metal pole,
starting out with only one plate and
adding one at a time until finishing
with five in unison.
The next two acts were comprised of segments called “Jar
Play,” in which acrobats balance
PHOTO BY BEN BANET

Foot Jugglers The Fabulous Acrobats of China perform their foot
juggling routine after school on Wednesday.

and toss around jars in a variety of
ways, and “Foot Juggling,” where
an acrobat spun a jar and table
around with her feet.
In the last segment of the show,
the acrobats made a variety of twists
and turns before jumping off the
ground through a hoop. For the
finale, an acrobat jumped through
a hoop that was taller than he was.
“My favorite part was when
they had these plates, and they
tossed them up in the air on a long
metal rod and spun them on a table,”
said sophomore Scott Szewczyk.
“I liked the foot juggling. I had
never seen anything like it,” said
sophomore Augie John.
The acrobats’ manager Xiao
Hai Feng described the etymology
of the two-character Chinese word
for acrobatics, the first character
meaning “something complicated”
and the second meaning “skillful.”
A rough translation, according to
Feng, would be “a person who has
outstanding abilities.”
The group of acrobats tours
schools from around the country
and came to America on Nov. 3
through an organization called The
Bureau of Lectures and Concert
Artists, which offers other programs such as dance and magic
shows. According to Feng, most
acrobats receive over ten years
of instruction and training before
performing before an actual audience.
The search for acrobats began
when Chinese teacher Ching-Ling
Tai tried to get the Acrobats of
China, who have their own theater
in Branson, Mo., for the opening
ceremony for the Confucius classroom. However, the fee to bring the
group to SLUH was too expensive.
In the meantime, Tai heard about
the Fabulous Acrobats of China
from Principal John Moran.
The Confucius classroom’s
opening ceremonies will be on
Friday, Jan. 28.
“With the establishment of
the Confucius classroom, we will
have more of this type of cultural
activities,” said Tai.

to us with the idea to give to the Red
Cloud Indian School,” said STUCO
Vice President Gino Perrini.
Throughout the week, activity
period will be the main time for
students to participate in designated
Mission Week activities. Tuesday
during activity period will feature
a meet and greet with each class’s
organization. Members of each
class will be encouraged to visit
with representatives of the organization in order to learn about the
organization and how the funds
donated will be used.
Wednesday’s activity period will be filled with different
activities throughout the school,

including games and activities
with and against SLUH faculty,
pie-throwing at faculty members,
experiments demonstrated by
SLUH science teachers, and faculty karaoke, which will feature
math teachers Dan Schuler and
Dan Becvar in a duet performance.
After no scheduled activities on
Thursday, the week will culminate
Friday with an all-school game of
musical chairs, a possible Call of
Duty tournament, and Wet Billies.
“I know that it’s a lot of money,
but if everyone could end up giving
around twenty dollars throughout
the week, then it would really add
up,” said Perrini.

ACSA discusses bullying,
co-curriculars, retreats
by Patrick O’Leary
web editor

T

he Advisory Committee for
Student Affairs (ACSA)
convened for its first meeting of
the school year Monday to talk
about three main topics: co-curricular involvement, perceptions
of St. Louis U. High, and bullying.
Kesterson kicked off the meeting by giving a brief history of
the ACSA, noting that the group
is not a policy-making group, but
one that discusses topics relevant
to the community.
Kesterson then opened the
discussion with co-curriculars,
examining the advantages and disadvantages of getting involved and
the reasons people get involved.
He questioned whether people
were always “doing it for the right
reasons.”
Board member John Ferrara,
’81, father of freshman Alex Ferrara, asked the students in attendance, “Do you find yourselves,
when you get involved in these
extra-curriculars, putting yourselves in a position where you find
yourself falling behind in academics?”
Junior Justin Ramacciotti said
that he felt he should try to challenge himself with involvement in
as many clubs as possible because
co-curriculars are “what are going
to change your experience.”
Seniors Nate Burgraff and
Brian Bement agreed, saying that
more co-curriculars actually help
with time management because
having less time forces them to be
more productive with their time.
The group also discussed benefits of being minimally involved
in many clubs or being deeply
involved in just one or two.
Seniors Dan L’Ecuyer and
Brad Pitlyk agreed that both levels
of involvement were good. Pitlyk
added that he thought students
should be part of many clubs, but
should pick one or two to focus on.
Another point of discussion
was the idea that more regulation
of clubs should be considered.
Theology teacher Diego Navarro asked if more moderator
involvement should be encouraged.
Many thought that it should, but
that clubs should still be primarily
student run.
The discussion eventually
shifted to the retreat program and
the workload on return from retreat.
Many seniors mentioned that
they thought the make-up work dis-

couraged some people from going.
Senior Joe Shaver mentioned that
missing one day was hard, much
less three.
The next major topic was
perceptions of SLUH, both internally and externally, specifically
if students exhibit an “elitist” or
“entitled” attitude.
Many students thought that
pride in one’s school was only natural. Senior Alex Wehner suggested
that that sense of pride was only a
“part of our competitive nature”
and that high school students are
always biased toward their own
team. Senior Will Brennan said
that he expects this same attitude
from everyone from every school.
Junior Jimmy Griffard thought
that there was a problem with the
“we’re the best” attitude. He said,
“It does come off as arrogant. We
should let that stuff show for itself.”
Economics teacher Lauren
Dickens said that the pride in SLUH
students is “an appreciation for
a challenge and a willingness to
be part of something greater than
oneself,” but, she continued, “if
that sense of entitlement exists,
that’s not good.”
Ferrara summed up the discussion saying, “We need to balance
our opportunities and things others
may not have, and just don’t walk
around with that chip on your
shoulder.”
Finally, the group talked about
bullying, harassment, and abusive
language. Kesterson suggested that
bullying may happen during everyday banter or online. He mentioned
that he does not see many physical
altercations, but that verbal abuse
is far more common.
Senior Will Brennan echoed
Kesterson saying that usually bullying manifests itself in attacking
people for their differences. He
mentioned that he has never seen
a physical fight in his four years at
SLUH.
Pitlyk said he thought there
was a definite division in the
amount of bullying between upperclassmen and underclassmen. He
said that underclassmen, especially
freshmen, are more likely to bully
because they have just come from
grade school, where he believed
bullying is more prevalent.
Kesterson cut the conversation
short because of time constraints,
but he said that the group will start
its next meeting in February by
discussing bullying.
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Students showed real pride at Open House, soccer game A good day
As a school, we have a great deal to
At Open House, hundreds of students desires. There’s a reason many of us get
be proud of. Between ACT scores, athletic showed up on their Sunday off to put their goosebumps each time we hear the familiar
to be at SLUH
championships, great publications, scholar- school on display, not themselves. In club chant of “We are, Jr. Bills. We are, Jr. Bills.”
ship offers and any number of other factors,
every student has something about SLUH
they can rightfully be proud of. And that
pride in our school is fundamentally a good
thing.
When expressed the right way, pride in
our school is a powerful transformative force
that brings us together. Real pride is humility.
It’s letting our actions and accomplishments
speak for themselves while we move past
them with gratitude.
We make these points because Sunday’s
Open House and Tuesday’s playoff soccer
match offer near perfect examples of what
this humility looks like in action. For this
reason, we feel that they are worth noting
and praising.

Movie Review

tables, there is no better example. Instead of
using the tables as an opportunity to promote
themselves, students took the chance to
promote their organizations, explaining the
mission of their club to interested visitors.
Students giving middle school students and
their parents a tour of SLUH let their school
speak for itself—they did not resort to disparaging fellow Catholic all-boys schools.
The soccer match against CBC Tuesday night was just as telling. Even after a
2-0 romp, SLUH students refrained form
storming the field, offering “We are, Jr.
Bills” instead. By making that choice, as
insignificant as it may seem, the fans in
SLUH attendance decided to put the good
of the school above their own impulses and

It’s because it reminds us that at SLUH, we
are striving to be a part of something greater
than ourselves.
We need to remember that when we
were admitted to SLUH, we were not being
inducted into an elite group of the best and
brightest, but being given an opportunity to
show that we are worthy to stand beside the
best and the brightest. And the way to prove
this is never to rest on our accomplishments,
but to always look forward to what more
we can do with this opportunity, how else
we can serve others with our talents. Then,
as on Sunday and Tuesday, we are truly Jr.
Bills.
CARTOON BY BOBBY LUX

Casino Jack:
Abramoff was
an outsider
on the inside
by Michael
film critic

Blair

In the Prep News’s recent remembrance
of SLUH filmmaker George Hickenlooper,
editor-in-chief Nick Fandos chews on a quote
from Joe Schulte about the director’s interest
in telling stories about people living on the
outside of the world they populate, and trying to fight their way in. “In a way,” Fandos
asserts, “that outsider was Hickenlooper.”
It seems strange then that the filmmaker’s most recent work, Casino Jack (which
premiered at the Saint Louis International
Film Festival last night) is through and
through a Hollywood film. After all, it stars
the bankable Kevin Spacey, and it boasts a
deft, fast-paced script from studio sweetheart Norman Snider. More than anything,
it appears to come out of a period of swiftly
paced but grandly designed topical films like,
say, Oliver Stone’s Wall Street 2: Money
Never Sleeps or David Fincher’s The Social
Network. Hollywood, it seems, has finally
caught up with the wave of grimy, slimy
events of the last decade. If the 2000s were
about immediate indictments of failing systems in documentaries like An Inconvenient
Truth and Fahrenheit 9/11, the 2010s appear
to be about using those events as templates
on which to construct tight, character-based
narratives. Even this summer’s Will Ferrell
comedy blockbuster, The Other Guys, built
its story around cops who are out to bust
money launderers instead of drug dealers.
At first glance, Casino Jack is just one more
Hollywood film made by, apparently, one
more set of Hollywood insiders.
It’s also hard to immediately find the
connection between Schulte’s outsider
claim and Hickenlooper’s chosen subject:
Washington super-lobbyist Jack Abramoff.
By all first impressions, Abramoff is nothing if not an insider. He shoots through
back doors of the Capital and smiles while
he hands senators corporate kickbacks. We
quickly learn that these are the men who
really make things happen in Washington.
In one early scene, we travel through Jack’s
office and see the framed photos of Abramoff
alongside Republican mastermind Karl Rove
and House Majority Leader Tom Delay. Soon
we see the Ronald Reagan baseball cap that
sits on a plaque by Abramoff’s desk and a
thank-you note signed by President Bush.
If anything, we’re thinking, this guy is the
insider’s insider.
Hickenlooper is also quick to marry
the big-budget Hollywood scene with the

Cartoons are the opinion of the artist and do not reflect the opinion of either the Prep News or St. Louis U. High.

politics of Washington—Abramoff had, at
one time, produced a few Dolph Lundgren
flicks and he and his lobbyist cronies spend
all day spouting out classic movie quotes
and impressions, usually born from Robert
De Niro gangster movies. Abramoff, in his
slick-laced humor, tells off a Senator by
stating that “Washington D.C. is Hollywood
for ugly people.” Certainly, Jack shows us
that Washington, like Hollywood, is a world
dominated by a tight relationship between
approval and ego, where how you think about
yourself is defined by what everyone else
thinks about you. In the first scene, we listen
in as Jack gives himself a pep-talk while he
brushes his teeth. He talks about the “disease
of the dull” that he fights against, that those
around him who do not do and do not act
are nothing more than slaves to mediocrity.
There are few other moments of incredible outbursts of tragic-hero hubris where the
usually mild-mannered Abramoff explodes
into incalculable rage, yelling “I’m Jack
Abramoff, the one Time magazine called the
most important man in Washington.” I think
of the end of Macbeth when the mulish king
announces loudly to young Siward, “My
name’s Macbeth” and then moves in to slay
him. It’s hard not to wonder if Hickenlooper
ever received that same worksheet we all did

in sophomore English about the qualities of
a tragic hero.
It’s at these moments of incredible emotion and inflated ego that the viewer starts
to wonder if a classic Hollywood piece is
all Hickenlooper has up his sleeve. Around
a fourth of the way through the film, we
learn of Abramoff’s devout Judiaism. He
says his prayers, he wears his yarmulke,
and he preaches about using his money to
give back to the community by creating a
top-level Hebrew school and new addition
to the Jewish Community Center. Suddenly
our Washington, hubris-headed insider is
something fundamentally different. He’s a
Jew in the land of born-again Christians. And
where his lobbyist cronies buy mansions and
speedboats and shuffle from affair to affair,
Abramoff stays at home with his wife and
kids and invests his money in restaurant
ventures to help finance his community
projects. “I want to give back,” he tells his
wife.
And, of course, Kevin Spacey is acting it all out. Spacey holds a common and
comforting face but, as he does in most
roles, quickly subverts all that normality
into something kinetic and, often, strange.
Ultimately, Abramoff is able to rational-

see CASINO JACK, 10
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I woke up Sunday to the sounds of NPR’s
Weekend Edition blaring from my alarm
clock. (NPR anchors’ voices are like coffee
to my semi-conscious brain.) The clock said
9:30 a.m. I smiled knowingly and banged
the hour button until the clock said 8:30 a.m.
Many thanks to you, Benjamin Franklin.
But that was the end of my glee. I did
not feel I had anything else to look forward
to that day—the reality of the six hours I had
to spend at SLUH’s Open House was hitting
me hard. I gave up on taking advantage of
the stitch in time and got up at 8:50 or so.
On the drive to school, though, I remembered that Open House was not a such
a bad thing—boring during slow times, but
otherwise pleasurable, as long as there are
parents and middle schoolers to whom we
can show off our school.
I gave two tours on Sunday, but I spent
most of my time bumming around club
tables. I am completely unapologetic about
this behavior. In fact, I’m rather proud of
it, because it’s what makes SLUH what it
is. My major clubs had tables very close to
each other, and the students staffing them,
many of them with multiple allegiances
themselves, sort of blended the row into a
long continuous superclub. Everyone was
at ease talking about his club, showing off
magazines, next-to-worthless ruble bills,
or pictures of hiking trips. That is what I
most want middle schoolers to see—that
students like being at school, hanging out
with students and teachers that share their
interests, and that there’s a place for everyone
in the continuum of clubs. School becomes
a second home for students—it’s where we
spend the majority of our waking hours.
Middle schoolers need to know that this
home is a friendly, interesting one.
On the drive home on Sunday, I saw
Mr. Sciuto on Kingshighway heading for
his own home. The sight struck me for some
reason. Perhaps it’s because Mr. Sciuto has
one of the most valid claims to being a permanent, though mobile, part of the schools
facilities—he gets here earlier than most and
leaves later than most, and works very hard
in a great many roles in the time in between.
But he goes home too. And the next morning,
he’s faced with the same choice we all face,
though we often forget it is a choice—do I
get up and choose to be a part of SLUH, or
do I let my own weariness keep me from
being an authentic part of the community,
physically and spiritually?
It’s no small miracle that the over
1,200 individuals currently making up St.
Louis U. High decide to arrive in exactly the
same place in Forest Park Southeast every
weekday and spend several hours together.
Every day, SLUH concentrates itself at 8 a.m.
and then dilutes again at 3 p.m. Good tour
guides would have shown that the school is
the people, the community—not the brick
buildings, technologically-advanced chorus
room, and huge library that facilitate the
community coming together.
Open House is when students really
prove they want to be a part of this community. It’s not easy to be present at SLUH
long hours on a Sunday—both the physical
challenge of waking ourselves that morning
and the psychological challenge to be truly
present for the whole day. It only noticed at
my last Open House just how important the
decision that 250 student tour guides made
that morning: Do we decide that the daylight
savings stitch in time isn’t enough for us, that
we’d rather take the whole day off? We had
to keep making that same choice the whole
day—do we sulk in the cafeteria, taking an
endless lunch break, or do we get back to
giving tours and to our club tables? And this
Sunday, the tour guides decided to be a real
part of SLUH all day long. I’ll miss being
able to make that choice next year.
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Cross Country

XC takes third in State, has two All-State finishes
Rackers
finishes 4th, sets
school record
by Greg Fister
reporter

T

hough the preparation was enormous,
the wait long, and the training intense, the 2010 State cross country meet
was over almost as quickly as it started.
The SLUH team placed third overall in
the Class 4 boys race behind Lee’s Summit North and Rock Bridge in one of the
fastest State races ever.
The Jr. Bills faced challenges constantly,
having to keep up with Missouri’s fastest
high school runners, but came away from the
day with an impressive third place trophy,
as well as two All-State (top 25) finishers,
a fourth-place medal for senior Tim Rackers, and a new 5K school record. Although
the runners had hoped to get first or second
place as a team, they pushed themselves and
it showed: their hard work paid off to make
it one of the fastest races the SLUH cross
country powerhouse has ever run. They kept
up a streak of placing among the top four
teams at State each of the last six years with
the third-place finish.
The stage was set for a speedy race.
It was a bright, chilly Saturday morning
as teams from St. Louis, Kansas City, and
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runners, including Rackers, disappeared in a mass of more than 150
boys racing to win.
“I think we got out fine, but it
was kind of funny, about 100 meters
in, Tim (Rackers) was still running
with me, so I yelled to him, ‘Tim,
move up!’” said Rubbelke of the
start.
“I knew this was it—I knew
I had to give it everything I had; I
had to leave it all out on the course,”
said Alan Ratermann. “I knew I was
racing not just for myself but also
for my team, so I tried to do the best
I could to help the team win.”
At the first mile mark, SLUH
was nearly in position to win, with
Rackers a very close second to
Rockhurst junior Zach Herriott.
The course looped around several
areas of the golf course on mostly
hilly terrain, and at the second mile
left: Mr. Brian Gilmore, Mr. Ryan Payonc, Mr. Diego Navarro, Michael McLaughlin, Tom Laughlin, Alan Ratermann,
mark Rackers held his position, JoeFrom
Meier, Tim Rackers, Nathan Rubbelke, Dan Raterman, Mr. Tom Heidbrier, Mr. Tom Flanagan, Mr. Chris Scott, and Mr. Joe
Porter
while the other SLUH runners were
“It’s not the best; I didn’t run the absolute race that all seniors will run in.
peppered throughout the 20s, 30s, 40s, and
“Though I do plan on running cross
50s. McLaughlin, who was in 33rd place best race that I could have, but you have to be
at the one-mile split and moved up to 24th happy with it, and when you get the school country in college, this is my last XC season
at the two-mile mark, seized his chance to record, you can’t go wrong,” said Rackers. with these guys, and there’s a certain team
SLUH’s point total was 131, behind aspect of cross country that won’t be there in
make a difference for the team.
“Throughout the race, I heard people Rock Bridge with 89 points and Lee’s Sum- a college team,” said Rackers of the SLUH
screaming out to me numbers between 22 mit North, who finished second place behind cross country brotherhood.
“It’s weird, being done with cross
and 30, so I knew I was in the All-State SLUH last year, with 66 points. McLaughlin
position, so after the second mile was over barely held on to an All-State finish, finish- country. ... Luckily I still get to run with
ing in 25th place with a time of 16:25. Next these guys in the winter and during track,
PHOTO BY MAX WATERS
came Meier in 52nd, and Rubbelke in 60th but I’m sure gonna miss the nice fall days
place. Alan Ratermann finished in 68th place, with the leaves drifting downwards,” said
passing Dan Raterman during the kick, who Alan Ratermann.
finished in 72nd place.
Meier was a little disappointed that the
“The finish is a decision: it is either go, State meet didn’t quite turn out how SLUH
or forever have that feeling of unfulfillment,” wanted it to, but he echoed the sentiments of
said Alan Ratermann. “I knew I had to go, to his fellow seniors about the positive aspects
give everything I could right then, so I put of running for SLUH cross country that
everything I had left together and charged extend beyond race times, or even trophies.
up the hill, to try and take as many spots as
“It’s been a blast. Even with some injury
I could.”
problems freshman and sophomore year, I’ve
Laughlin, in his first year running cross had a ton of fun. It’s a great group of guys.
country, was SLUH’s seventh man. He It’s been great so far,” said Meier.
finished in 83rd place with a time of 17:09,
The 2010 season was full of good times,
especially impressive for a first-year runner. and the team’s tradition of great talent and
Though they still have Regionals (which great fun still continues. Most of SLUH’s
not all of the team is running in) and the varsity team will race in a regional race for
rest of senior year, the State meet is the last the Nike Cross National race in Indiana this
really important high school cross country weekend.

Perspective

Junior Mike McLaughlin rounds a turn on the State course.

everywhere in between gathered on a golf
course in Jefferson City to decide whose legs,
spikes, and mindset would hurtle them to the
finish with the speediest times. SLUH’s State
team this year consisted of seasoned and
swift-footed seniors Joe Meier, Dan Raterman and Alan Ratermann, junior rivals and
companions Nathan Rubbelke and Michael
McLaughlin, sophomore rising star Tom
Laughlin, and SLUH’s fastest man, senior
Tim Rackers.
“I was excited at the start. I knew I was
going to go after the win,” said Rackers of
his pre-race optimism. He was, and still is,
one of Missouri’s top-ranked runners and had
a shot at winning the race, but other racers
had more success on Saturday.
After the starting gun sounded, SLUH’s

I had to stick with it,” said McLaughlin. He
added, “It was tough, but rewarding.”
The finish was, like that of last year,
an approximately 200 meter-long trek up a
hill, where it was even more important than
ever for each runner to use every last ounce
of energy.
“I was kind of by myself, but I knew that
this was my last cross country race for SLUH,
so I’m just gonna kick that baby home, and
I’m glad I did, because that kick helped me
break the school record,” said Rackers. He
finished in fourth place overall. His finishing time was a stunningly fast 15:45, three
seconds faster that Caleb Ford’s school 5K
record of 15:48, set last year at the First
Capitol Invitational.

Inspirational Quote

“Success comes only from peace of mind,
and peace of mind comes only from the
self-satisfaction of knowing that you have
done the best you are capable of doing.”
					
—John Wooden

XC Tradition in full swing

by Eric Mueth
assistant sports editor

I

n anticipation for this year’s State cross
country meet, I decided to get to the
meet early, in order be ready to cheer on
the boys once their 10:15 race began.
The alarm rang. 5:19 a.m. The day I
had been waiting for all of my senior cross
country season had finally arrived. A few
friends and I met, ate breakfast, and headed
for the Oak Hills golf course in Jeff City.
Two hours later, we arrived.
The air was cold and crisp, and the sun
shone brightly overhead. Dew still covered
the grass, which was shortly trimmed,
painted, and primed. We walked the course,
soaked up the atmosphere, and anticipated
the race, dreaming of another State championship. The gun went off for the girls’
race, signaling that we still had time. We
planned out our strategy on how to see the
team as many times as possible during the
race. Students and faculty began to pour in
and gather at the team tent. We prepared,
and then it was time.
A mob of us waited, and fellow seniors
led cheers and we repeated: “Feel the rhythm!
(Feel the rhythm). Feel the rhyme! (Feel the
rhyme). Get on up! (Get on up). It’s running
time (It’s running time). One, two, three,
LET’S GO SLUH!”
Then the gun went off and here the racers
came. We cheered like crazy, but it was too

early to tell how the race was shaping up.
They came around again—still too early. I
bolted across the golf course and headed for
the bunny ears portion of the course, which
is the most secluded part of the course because it is the furthest away from the start
and finish. I cheered like crazy, but I knew
we needed to move up. Another time around,
then it hit me.
“Oh no, LSN’s fifth is even with Mike
(McLaughlin), our two,” I thought to myself,
and told other SLUH guys sprinting to see
the last third of the race.
We were going to need a miracle if
we were to win. I sprinted back across the
course, just hoping that something good
would happen. Eight hundred meters to go
now—where are we?
“Come on guys, we need to pass
people,” I pleaded—but I knew it was too
late. They came in; the race ended. I tried
to congratulate them, but I knew we lost. I
had only been following LSN’s finish, so I
assumed we were second. But I found out
later we hadn’t even placed that high.
I was devastated for only a few minutes
though. I walked up to our guys who had just
finished, who were surrounded by coaches,
and then headed to the team tent. After hearing the official third-place finish, and hearing
the applause from camp, I realized that I had
taken State championship-level success for

see PERSPECTIVE, 5
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Hockey (0-2) off to rocky start
Team battles
inconsistency in
two losses
by Michael
reporter

T

Tayon

he Jr. Billiken hockey team started off
the regular season on the wrong foot.
After a respectable semifinal finish in the
annual Top Hat Tournament, the season
took a turn in the wrong direction with an
0-2 start.
Saturday night, SLUH squared off
against Francis Howell Central, which beat
SLUH two weeks ago in the preseason. The
Jr. Bills started off with an early lead thanks
to a breakaway goal by sophomore sensation
Chase Berger, assisted by senior captain Matthew “JaBackpack” Potter. Junior forward
Trent Lulow added insurance by netting two
more goals in the second period.
The Bills, however, collapsed late in
the third. They gave up two goals on backto-back slap shots. In the third, Missouri’s
best third-line grinder, Kyle Novak of FHC,
proved to be too much for goalie Justin
Ragland, twining his second goal on the
short side to put Howell Central up. The Jr.
Bills dropped their second loss to Francis
Howell Central, 4-3, despite out-shooting
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the Spartans 39-12.
“We really need to close
out more games, get our
offense rolling, play with
intensity, because clearly
this season will not be a
cake walk, and pick it up in
practice because it all starts
there,” said senior captain
and defenseman Jackson
Hoffmann.
Monday night against
the Fort Zumwalt West Jaguars, the Jr. Bills started out
strong once again. Lulow
scored halfway through the
second period, with junior
forward Dan Warnecke getting the assist.
But, in the last five
minutes of the third period,
after maintaining a 1-0 lead Junior Trent Lulow skates up the ice with the puck against Francis Howell
Central last Saturday night.
the whole game, SLUH gave
up a Jaguar goal on a 5-onbin, and look for redemption and a true test
3 advantage. A mere two minutes later, a this Saturday against their MCC rival, the
Jaguar forward blasted a shot from the slot Vianney Golden Griffins.
that junior netminder Thomas Place could
“We just got to put together a complete
not stop due to heavy traffic in the defensive game. We can’t take time off and (have to)
zone.
start finishing our opportunities and work
The Jr. Bills shot themselves in the foot harder in practice to prepare for Vianney,”
in the game by not staying out of the sin said sophomore forward Stephen Lordo.

(from 4)
granted. I had forgotten how difficult it was to
win State, and this made me remember how
talented our team is; getting third place when
we did not have our best race is incredible.
The effort was definitely there. The outcome
and performance? Not today, but there’s no
shame in that. Too much pressure? Perhaps,
but I don’t really think so. Other teams had
great races, and deserved their finishes. It
definitely could have been worse, and there
were a lot of positives from the day.
A school record, two All-State runners,
a State trophy, the fastest average time in
SLUH XC state history, beating the pre-race
favorites (West Plains)—what could any fan
complain about? I witnessed a great day
for not only Jr. Bill cross country, but also
a tremendous showing of school spirit and
support for the whole body of work these
runners put in to get to the State meet. So
should we be even remotely upset? I believe
the answer is no. I’ll stick to this answer
because of the four state trophies we won
over my four years as a part of SLUH XC
and the great memories that come with them.
I soaked this great day in. And in the
end, I am very happy and proud of the effort
of those seven guys and of the other 90 or so
who run for St. Louis U. High, simply for
the sake of the great tradition that U. High
cross country bestows.

Conversation of the Week

Tim Rackers talks about cross country State meet
by Eric Mueth
assistant sports editor

I sat down with SLUH’s top XC runner,
senior Tim Rackers, on Tuesday during
lunch and talked about State, the team, and
the school 5K record he now holds after his
15:45 at State.
Eric Mueth: Congratulations on your race
and the team as a whole. First I want to
talk about the team. How did the team feel
before the race—I know some of them were
banged up?
Tim Rackers: Yeah, we had a few people
feeling a little down, who felt they were a
little beaten up. I think we all were feeling
okay, but we weren’t in our tip-top shape,
so we ran a race that reflected how we were
feeling. So it was good, but it was not the
superb race that we wanted.
EM: Did the large SLUH crowd help for
any motivation?
TR: Yeah, it did. To have all the fans out there
and cheering really gets you excited for the
race. And just having them running along
the course, we gave (the fans) a workout.

And you got cheers there as well.
EM: So going into the race, what were your
expectations? Did the school record ever
cross your mind?
TR: It wasn’t really time that I thought of
because last year’s times were so slow, but
I was thinking place though. I wanted to get
first—that’s the dream—but coming into
there it was all going after the win. And I
kind of ran a race that I thought would get
that, but the record hadn’t really come to
my mind until I saw the clock at the end,
and the finish line.
EM: (Rockhurst junior Zach) Herriott kind
of gapped you in the middle of the second
mile. Did the thought of first ever vanish,
or what did you try to do after?
TR: I was still thinking of first at the one
mile with Herriott, but after that he kind of
pulled away and it was like, well, I’m going to hold onto whatever place I can get.
I dropped two more places during the last
two miles, but it was all just trying to keep
the gap between Herriott not increasing too
much and running with the guys that were
next to me.

EM: So, fourth place, are you happy with
that?
TR: Yeah, you have to be. It’s State. I didn’t
have the perfect day, but I had a good day,
and you can’t be disappointed with that.
And I got the school record so that’s always
something to be happy about.
EM: And what does the school record mean
to you now that you officially hold it?
TR: It gives me a lot more sense that, yes, in
some way I have finally beaten Caleb Ford.
EM: And for the whole meet, are you upset
with a third place team finish, or are you
proud of this season?
TR: I think that we all would be more happy
if we had gotten second or first, but the day
we had, it was an okay day, and you have to
be happy with third. And the season wasn’t
as much as we wanted it—for the race and
for the win. The season for me revolves more
around the experiences I had with the team
and the memories I formed. So in that way,
it’s been an absolutely great season.
EM: All right, thanks!
TR: You’re welcome.

the 200 IM with a winning time of 2:06.25
and dropping almost a full second off his
previous best time. Sloan was behind after
the fly and back portions of the race, but he
surged forward in the breast to gain a small
lead, finally splashing to a victory with the
freestyle.
“I was very happy with my performance,
and really locked in on that last 50 free to
take first,” Sloan said after the race.
Next, junior Sam Erlinger stepped up
in the 200 free, taking first with a time of
1:51.62. Erlinger improved his time, and led
the race the whole way, locking up SLUH’s
second first place.
Erlinger continued to make a huge
impact on the meet, placing second in the
100 free with a 51.07. But senior captain
Michael Hagerty outdid him in the event,
winning in 49.82.
“I thought I did pretty well, better than
I expected, and it was great to finally break
50.00,” said Hagerty.
In the 100 fly, Mitch Kramer placed third
overall, dropping enough time to qualify for

State with a 56.67.
“The first thing going through my head
when I finished that race was: ‘I’m tired.
Really, really tired. I can’t feel my legs,
but I did it. I finally made State,’” Kramer
laughed.
In the 100 back, senior captain John
Lewis upset the top three places, dropping
almost two seconds and finishing second
overall. Lewis came through in the 200 IM
as well, dropping another three seconds off
his already lowered time from prelims.
“John was incredible; he dropped a
ton of time and really gave us the push we
needed to really make a run at the title,” said
Graczak.
To finish off, senior Steve Hoerr placed
fourth in breastroke, and the 400 free relay,
made up of Sloan, junior Amir Paschal,
Hagerty, and Erlinger, dominated the race,
winning by 10 seconds with a time of 3:26.83.
Before the 400 free relay, Chaminade
led the meet, and with SLUH winning huge
in the relay, they needed Chaminade to place
no better than fourth to win. SLUH took first,
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Senior Tim Rackers kicks in to the finish in the State
Championship.

Swimmers within half a point at MCCs, State tonight

by Cullin
reporter

T

Tripp

he Jr. Bill swimming team entered a
high-energy pool deck last Friday for
the Metro Catholic Conference (MCC)
Championship.
On Wednesday, junior Mike Barry won
the diving for SLUH with a score of 244.7.
The team hoped to replicate that victory on
Friday night. With a whole season of preparation under head coach Rachel Graczak
behind them, they were focused and ready
to swim. The pool deck was crowded with
swimmers and fans in anticipation of one of
the most exciting events of the year in high
school swimming. The SLUH swimmers
pulled out all the stops for the meet, with
every swimmer shaving down his time, and
some swimmers bringing out their best suits
to drop even more time.
From the moment the meet started,
Chaminade and SLUH went back and
forth, each team trying to out-swim the
other. Freshman Luke Sloan was the first
to win an event for SLUH, placing first in

CBC second, Chaminade third, and Vianney
fourth in the 400 relay. The third place finish
for Chaminade was just enough for them to
hang onto their lead with a final score of 427
to 426.5.
“It was disappointing, and when you lose
by that close of a margin, people start saying
would have, could have, should have, and it
just happened that they outperformed us by
half a point. Nothing else to say,” Graczak
said.
Although the Jr. Bills couldn’t pull
through in the end, they held their ground,
and the margin between the final scores was
much closer than anyone expected.
“The team performed really well; we
had a lot of guys step up in a big way: John
Lewis, Nick Koors, and Mitch Kramer.
Losing by a half a point after the fight we
put up is nothing to be ashamed of,” Hoerr
said after the meet.
Despite the slightly disappointing
outcome, SLUH is ready to bounce back in
State, held at the RecPlex in St. Peters today
and tomorrow.
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Football finished disappointed at 4-6, have hope for next year
Team will return
numerous
starters, aims to
improve
by Ryan Dowd
reporter

T

captain Joe Blume spearheaded the defensive
line, finishing with 44 tackles as well, and
led the team with eight sacks. Linebacker
John Brusati crushed opponents while making plays all over the field. He racked up 67
tackles and also had two sacks, three fumble
recoveries, and two picks.
Brusati said with a grin, “I felt like
everyone on the team was really close, but
the one thing I’ll always remember is when
I scored that touchdown that got called back
at CBC,” speaking of a fourth quarter fumble
recovery and score that seemingly tied the
game.

hat the Saint Louis U. High Jr. Billikens ended the season with a losing
record just doesn’t seem right. The record of a team has always been the bench
mark formula in
evaluating a season, but in this
year’s case, it
seems essential
to realize what
this team had
to go through,
their ups and
their downs, to
truly understand
the season as
a whole. The
Jr. Bills fought
through arguably
the most brutal
schedule of any
team in the area
while
battling
several injuries
along the way.
Heartbreaking
losses became a
common anguish
across the SLUH
Nation, but the
explosive
offense and opportunistic defense
Trevor McDonagh (10) paced the high-scoring offense with 28 touchdowns.
always kept the
games riveting.
Finally, senior corner Edwin Young
Credit must go to the performances of emerged as one of the best shut-down corners
this year’s senior class. On the offensive line, in the area. While rarely allowing his man
Will Meiners (center) and Charlie Brynac an inch of space, also routinely catching ball
(left tackle) handled the two cornerstone carriers from behind in the open field as they
positions of the line with experience and glided towards the end zone.
leadership. Senior captain Lan Sansone
“The captains were good leaders, but
brought consistency to the offense and a lot of the seniors who weren’t captains
defense, playing both fullback and strong stepped up and were good leaders on and
safety. He amassed four touchdowns on of- off the field,” said Brusati.
fense in addition to compiling 44 tackles, two
After an exhilarating 2-0 start, the
picks, and a sack on defense. Fellow senior monster of a schedule began to gnaw on
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Racquetball ready to dominate
Deep team off to
great start, looks
to be on top soon
by Fritz Simmon
reporter

T

he Jr. Bill varsity racquetball team
(1-0) got off to a rolling start against
archrival DeSmet last Tuesday with a 7-0
shutout. The win began another promising
campaign for SLUH, which is gunning
for redemption after a rare loss at State to
Parkway West last year. As in many years,
the Jr. Bills return only two starters, but
six other players with a wealth of JV experience will round out a talented squad.
The goals for SLUH include a State win
and, if all goes well, a National title.
“We’re looking to go undefeated in the
regular season, win State, and then—I’d say
realistically top three at Nationals,” said No.
1 seed and captain Nick Schmidt.
“I think because we have a lot of players
that are very competitive with each other
within our team, we’re going to push each
other hard to continue improving throughout
the year. And we know what happens if you
slack off at the end,” said senior Luke Hellwig
of doubles Team Hellsohn, referencing last
year’s team unpreparedness for Parkway
West at State.

Schmidt aims to lead the team with an
individual State title at No. 1. His toughest
competition will be Parkway West’s Logan
Kershenow. He hopes to bring home some
matches at Nationals, but he also said that
the competition at Nationals will be fierce,
as many No. 1 seeds in that tournament will
have a higher level of play.
At the doubles slot, Hellwig and senior
Aaron Heisohn look to extend SLUH’s
dominance in doubles.
“Aaron and I have a definite possibility
of continuing (SLUH’s tradition of strong
doubles),” said Hellwig. “Aaron and I have
played a lot in the past, and so we have a
pretty good feel for each other.”
Schmidt said that, though the team lacks
varsity experience, most guys will adjust
quickly.
“It’s like pretty much across the league
there’s not that much experience at varsity. ...
The game isn’t much different moving from
JV to varsity, except that it’s a higher level
of game, obviously,” Schmidt said. “So I
guess, (for me), just leading by example is
the best way to lead.”
In terms of National aspirations,
Schmidt said the tournament will be tough,
but the team will still have a shot. Hellwig
cited the hometown advantage as a potential
factor in the Jr. Bills’ favor.
“Nationals is in St. Louis again this year,
and last time it was in St. Louis we won

see RACKET, 7

the Jr. Bills. Unlike the previous year when
several key seniors went down with season
ending injuries, this year nagging injuries
kept important players out just enough to
affect chemistry on the field.
Head coach Gary Kornfeld said, “Just
about every time we played somebody we
had two or three starters banged up.”
The schedule may very well have worn
down the Jr. Bills, but injuries would have
occurred no matter whom the Jr. Bills played.
It was just that the Jr. Bills could not afford
to have any of their best players out when
they were playing the area’s top teams week
after week.
Six of the ten teams the Jr. Bills faced
are still alive in the State playoffs excluding
Eureka, who lost to Lindbergh last week.
Three of the Jr. Bill losses came by five points
or less. The record of SLUH’s opponents
stands at 77-31.
“It just made us sick of getting beat by a
couple points every time, but unfortunately
we were never really able to come through
and win a close one,” said Brusati.
The biggest problem throughout the Jr.
Bill season was the inability to win close
games versus the top tier teams. Although the
score would not show it, the Jr. Bills played
toe to toe with Webster Groves, DeSmet,
and Lindbergh. The Jr. Bills could have,
with the right fortune of course, won every
game they marched out onto the field this
year; something not many teams can say
most years.
Kornfeld said, “We could play with
anybody, it was just a matter of getting over
the hump.”
Hope always remains, however, in the
rotating cycle of high school sports. Essentially, all of the offensive skill position players return next season. Quarterback Trevor
McDonagh, ranked consistently in the top
three of passing yardage during the season,
finished with 2,465 yards and 28 total touch-

downs. The receivers return in the dynamic
duo (sorry Chad and T.O.) of juniors Stefan
Sansone and Mitch Klug. Sansone exploded
in the third game of the year at Webster and
never looked back. He went on to lead the
area in catches and yards. He averaged 15
yards a catch and had 11 total touchdowns.
Klug, the sophomore sensation at receiver
last year, finished the year with 45 catches
for 736 yards and nine touchdowns. The Jr.
Bills had, and will have the best receiver
combo in the area.
Juniors Terek Hawkins and Cameron
Stubbs both return in the backfield. Hawkins
toted the rock successfully early in the year.
A multi-dimensional threat, Hawkins had a
total of 1128 yards over the season. Hawkins
had his finest game of the year versus Chaminade, where he ran for 292 yards and had
371 total yards. Stubbs saw action at running
back late in the year as well as at receiver
throughout the year. He compiled 456 total
yards over the season with six touchdowns
along with three picks on defense.
Three starters return along the offensive
line to bring back stability from a line that
pass and run blocked successfully throughout
the year under the tutelage of coach Matt
Buha.
On the defense side of the ball, junior
linebacker Sean Rammaha returns after leading the team in tackles with 92. Juniors John
Jedlicka and Pat Boyle also return. Both saw
time at linebacker this past season. The second leading tackler with 72, defensive junior
Jamil Irvin-Muhammad, will spearhead the
new defensive line. In the secondary, free
safety junior Paul Simon will man the back
line for the third straight year, after finishing
with 47 tackles and an interception this year.
The strong core is there for another exciting
season.
Brusati said it best: “I think we’ll be all
right.”

Conversation of the Week, Part 2

Michael Hagerty and Sam Erlinger

by Daniel
reporter

year, which is a lot more than previous years.

Schmidt

I sat down with swimmers Michael Haegerty
and Sam Erlinger to discuss all chlorine
activities.
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Daniel Schmidt: How
did the regular season
go?
Michael Hagerty: We
did very well, finishing
9-3, and only losing the
MCCs by half a point.

Senior Michael Hagerty

DS: Which school would you guys say is
the favorite?
MH & SE: Rockhurst.
Rockhurst. Rockhurst.
SE: Last year they had
more combined points
than the 2nd, 3rd, and
4th place teams put
together, and they are
really good again this
year.
PHOTO BY MR. KEVIN MOORE

Junior Sam Erlinger

DS: How are you guys preparing for State
this year?
MH: A lot better than last year. We have
a lot more depth than last year. We expect
more top 16 finishes as well. (Only the top
16 swimmers at State score for their respective teams.)

DS: Who are you guys
going to be relying on at State?
SE: We don’t have any one swimmer. We’re
a team. We believe in ohana. We don’t like
to single out a varsity or JV team; one group
goes to the 3:30 practice and the other to the
4:30 practice.

DS: How many are you guys sending to
State?
Sam Erlinger: We’re sending eight this

DS: Best of luck, guys, and godspeed.
MH: Thanks, but next time put me in the
cube.

All-MCC Academic Football
ALEC ABELN
JOE BLUME
JOHN BRUSATI 		
CHARLIE BRYNAC
ELLIOTT FISH
MATT HINKEBEIN
PHIL HOGREBE
JOHN JEDLICKA
SAM KNESEL
MITCH KLUG

BRYAN MATHEWS 		
TREVOR McDONAGH
TIM PETTEY
SEAN RAMMAHA
LAN SANSONE
STEFAN SANSONE
BRIAN SILVESTRI
PAUL SIMON
CAMERON STUBBS
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JV XC packs up another winning season

by Eric Mueth
assistant sports editor

T

he JV cross country team enjoyed
itself this season, winning multiple
meets and finishing with very fast times.
Thirty-one St. Louis U. High runners
from varsity and JV combined ran the
varsity letter time of 18:15 or faster, and
the runners as a group
showed
tremendous
synergy and spirit in
their personal efforts as
well as supporting their
teammates.
The JV squad was led
by a strong core of seniors
who proved to be great
leaders for the underclassmen. Senior captains
Riley Konzen and Adam
Boehm specifically were
key components in the
success of new and young
runners.
“I really tried to have
fun with (being a senior
captain), and I think it
worked,” said Boehm.
“We didn’t have as
large of a senior class this
year as we have had in the past, and I think
our seniors and our veteran runners really
stepped up with the leadership role for our
younger guys,” said head coach Joe Porter.
The top 24 runners on the team began
the season at the First Capitol Invitational
in St. Charles. SLUH swept the race and
freshman John Esswein passed his junior
brother Joe with 600 meters to go, winning
the race with a time of 18:09 in his first 5K.
At the Forest Park XC Festival, the Jr.
Bills got their first glimpse of junior newcomer Jack Milford. Milford ran his last mile
in 5:49, stepping up greatly to lead the JV
to fifth place.
While the lower level JV team placed
first at the Enke Invitational and second at
the Fox Warrior Invitational, the top seven JV
runners prepared for the Palatine Invitational
near Chicago, Ill. At the Palatine race, SLUH
witnessed another newcomer, eventual State
runner sophomore Tom Laughlin, come up
huge in the JV race as the only one who

RACKET

(from 6)

Nationals,” said Hellwig. “So I definitely
think we’re going to have a lot of people
there, and I think we have a definite shot.”
In the match last Tuesday, Schmidt let
his opponent hang around in the first game,
but still pulled away with an easy 15-6, 15-2
victory.
SLUH’s No. 2 seed, junior Joe Koch,
let up a team-low four points against his
opponent, winning 15-3, 15-1.
Senior No. 3 and co-captain Joe Murray
kept the team going by handing his opponent
a 15-6, 15-3 loss.
Murray said, “I think I was making some
good passes, especially once I got my head
in the game.”
Junior No. 4 seed Rob Laurentius kept
Rock Bridge

3

Rolla

2

Glendale

0

Carthage

3

Rockhurst

2

Lee’s Summit N.

0

Kearney

2

Park Hill

4

medaled for the Jr. Bills.
As a result of a contest for the sixth and
seventh spots in SLUH’s varsity top seven, all
but the varsity top five raced at the Jorgenson
Invitational to decide those two spots for
the MCC Championships. This opened up a
huge opportunity for the JV to shine against
Illinois powerhouse O’Fallon. As they had

for most, while others hoped to be selected
for the State traveling squad.
A strong contingent of JV racers headed
to Washington, Mo., to compete in the Borgia
Invitational. Sophomore Michael Dowd and
junior Nathan Fox showed some of the same
success they had achieved a year before by
finishing third and fourth in the race, leading
SLUH to victory.
Junior Josh Beckerle,
in his first XC season,
noted that the Borgia race
was his favorite race. “I
liked running up those
hills; it was a fun course,”
he said.
At the Clayton Invitational, seniors and juniors going for their first
medals raced very well,
and the team finished
second in the race.
“I liked the whole group
aspect of (the team) and
how … for Clayton,
which is normally a senior race, we had it for
all juniors who didn’t
medal so they could have
Junior Jack Milford leads the pack at FoPo in the MCC race.
a chance to medal before
raced before, juniors Michael Pollihan and Findley,” said junior Alex Dodd.
Jimmy Griffard paired up beside each other
In the last meet of the season for the JV,
and ran to top 10 finishes following Konzen the team came out ready and ran PR races
for much of the race.
at the same course as the MCC course in
The Jorgenson meet paved the way to Forest Park. The weather was cool, brisk,
a huge intra-team competition at the Metro and perfect for running. Konzen went out
Catholic Conference championship. Mil- with a bang, winning the race in 17:14. Five
ford’s exponential improvement continued SLUH runners followed before any member
as he won the race in 17:10. The top 10 was from another team crossed the finish line.
hotly contested, and eight SLUH runners
Team synergy and the synergy sword,
broke the 18-minute mark as the harriers which Boehm bears, really helped keep the
swept the race. Star JV runners and varsity team together in a fun and competitive way.
District racers sophomores Matt Nicholson Boehm said, “The sword helped. You can’t
and Joe Archer earned third and fourth place really ignore me with that.”
finishes, respectively, in the race with times
All SLUH JV runners, whether they
below 17:40.
reached their goals or not, had a unique
“It was outstanding. You couldn’t ask chance to bond with a great group of guys,
for a better performance from the guys. Any enjoy running, and push themselves to their
time you can have the top five finishers and a physical limits. That is why this year’s JV
perfect score in a race is just an outstanding team was so successful and once again holds
deal, and we were really excited about the true to the cross country motto of “Tradition.
depth of the team,” said Porter.
Class. Pride.”
The rest of the season pointed to the
ultimate finish at the Findley Invitational
PHOTO BYMRS. CATHRYN RANCILLIO

the winning streak alive by annihilating his
opponent 15-4, 15-1. Before Laurentius took
the court, junior No. 5 seed Fritz Simmon
beat his opponent 15-0, 15-5. Junior No.
6 seed Jack Morhmann won 15-3, 15-4.
Morhmann made some very sloppy shots
early on which let his opponent stay in the
game. But he pulled himself together later
and got a solid win.
“As the game went on I started to hit
some riskier shots,” Mohrmann said.
The final win of the day came from the
senior-led doubles team. Though Heisohn
and Hellwig’s first game got off to a rough
start with Heisohn skipping many shots,
Team Hellsohn turned the game and match
around en route to a 15-9, 15-0 win.

Hellwig said, “We had some sloppy play
in the first game, which let our opponents
stay in it, but Aaron turned it around in the
second game with his serves to win it.”
After the Jr. Bills had swept the entire
DeSmet team, head coach Joe Koestner said,
“It was an auspicious start to the season.”
The Jr. Bills took on defending State
champion Parkway West last night. Last
year, SLUH finished second to West at the
State tournament. The Jr. Bills are looking
to take down the Longhorns on Thursday to
regain their place at the top.
Koestner believes his team “is substantially better than Parkway West” and that
it stands a very good chance of taming the
Longhorns.

Class 3 State Soccer Bracket
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2

Timberland

2

Howell North

0
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0

Vianney		

4
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JV Swimming
improves, wins
MCC meet
by David
reporter

T

Greaves

he JV swimming team closed out an
impressive season last Thursday in
the Metro Catholic Conference (MCC)
meet. The St. Louis U. High JV team has
worked hard from 3:30 to 4:30 every day
after school in preparation for the end-ofseason conference meet. Over the course
of the season, the team has improved very
much, and hard work led to a solid victory
at the JV conference meet.
The team that finished the season is
certainly a different one from the group of
freshmen and returning sophomores, juniors,
and seniors that came to the Forest Park
Community College pool in mid-August.
They have improved times throughout the
season.
“Time-wise we did excellent with a total
of 40 dropped times,” said coach Rachel
Graczak.
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT

Freshman Matthew Marcouiller plows through the
water in the butterfly.

She pointed out freshman Joseph Edmunds
in particular, who dropped eight seconds in
his 50-yard freestyle.
“All of the boys did just incredible. …
At one point during the meet, I was so excited that the referee had to ask me to quiet
down,” she said.
Over the course of the season, many if
not all of the swimmers improved in their
stroke forms a great deal.
“Coach Graczak really helped me out in
my butterfly. Like, she helped me improve
my form, and the taper gear (consisting
of shorts, t-shirt, and tennis shoes) really
strengthened my kick and made me faster,”
said freshman Larry Hoerr.
Freshman Adam Bensalah said, “I’ve
dropped a lot of my times since last spring.
I just swam better in all my races this year.”
  
SLUH won the JV MCCs with a final
score of 501 points. Behind were DeSmet
with 285 points, Chaminade with 251, Vianney with 154, and CBC with 48. Sophomore
Richie Mayer, senior Kevin O’Meara,
sophomore Paul Winkelman, and senior
Kevin Kleinschmidt broke the JV MCCs
record in the 200 freestyle relay with a time
of 1:54.31. The previous record was 1:54.65.
“I was really excited that we broke the
record,” said Winkelman.
SLUH had several events where they
placed first, second, and third, including the
200 yard freestyle, 200 yard IM 100 butterfly,
and the 100 breast stroke.
Hoerr, who came in first in the 200 IM,
said, “I think that the results were better than
I expected. I came in first for the 200 IM
even though I had never swam it before.”
The team generally agreed that the meet
was a success, both in improved times and
scores.
“I think it went really well, we won a lot
of events. I think the team felt really good
coming in that morning,” said sophomore
Cullin Tripp.
Graczak said, “I am very proud of all
the boys that swam. The 3:30 practice time
was very motivated and worked really hard.
... I was an extremely proud coach walking
out of that meet.”
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B Soccer goes undefeated, win 15, tie one
Sophomores and
freshmen show
great promise
by Justin
reporter

T

Sinay

his year’s St. Louis U. High B soccer team (15-0-1) went all the way
through its schedule without losing a single game, beating all five Metro Catholic
Conference opponents and allowing only
two goals all season long.
Sophomore Mike Michler said, “It was
a great season. We had great ball possession
and excellent defense.”
C team coach Tom Zinselmeyer, who
also coached most of the B players last year,
added something about the Bills’ tenacious
defense. He said, “They defend a lot better
than last year. A great job by Mr. O’Connell.”
The Jr. Bills defeated DeSmet in their
first game of the season in the Chaminade
Tournament and then played Oakville in
their second game. Oakville played the Bills
close, but sophomore Zach Hoffman scored
and the Bills’ defense held strong for a 1-0
victory. The Bills then demolished Vianney
3-0 to claim the title.
Refusing to be content with the first
place tournament finish, the Bills continued
to roll through their schedule, beating each
of their next four opponents by at least two
goals each and shutting all of them out.

This led to a highly anticipated battle
of the undefeateds against their MCC rival
CBC. But the Jr. Bills bested CBC, beating
them by one on a lone goal from sophomore
Christopher Gys, continuing the team’s
undefeated streak.
The Bills beat Vianney for a second time
this season and then headed into a game at
O’Fallon. The Bills dominated the first half
with goals from sophomores Teddy Thorpe,
Tony Bright, and Mike Michler and were up
3-0.
But O’Fallon scored two second half
goals, giving the Bills a scare. However, they
stayed strong to pull out the 3-2 victory and
avoided a major letdown.
The Bills headed into their last regular
season game at CBC riding a 12-game winning streak. But CBC was able to stop the
relentless ball control the Bills had used all
year long and worked toward a scoreless
draw.
Sophomore Joe Grady said, “It was a
tough game against CBC. We all wanted
the 16-0 record, but the game really gave us
something to look forward to in the tournament.”
Fresh off their tie against CBC and bye
from the first round in the CBC Tournament,
the Bills cruised over Fort Zumwalt South,
winning 8-0 and headed into their semifinal
game versus DeSmet. They faced off against
their Jesuit rival for the third time this year,
as freshman goalie Colin Joern made several
spectacular saves and sophomore Joey Fisher
buried a penalty kick to give the Bills the

Sports

1-0 win and a berth
in the championship
game.
Meeting them
there was Vianney,
who was coming off
an upset win over
CBC in the other
semifinal matchup.
It was a frigid night,
and the Bills did not
play like themselves,
failing to control ball
possession and also
failing to produce
scoring chances.
After regulation
time, the game was
still deadlocked at
0-0 and the game
headed to sudden
death overtime. But
sophomore Nick
Kocisak scored the
golden goal with 6.8
seconds left in the
first overtime. The
Sophomore Brendan Bement dances around a defender en route to the ball.
goal gave the Bills
their third win versus Vianney this year, practices and games and it paid off.”
the CBC Tournament championship, and
Head coach Bob O’Connell said, “There
an undefeated season.
was no MVP of this team. Different kids
After the game Kocisak said, “That was would step up at different times to help the
just the perfect way to end the season.”
team win.”
Sophomore Brendan Bement said, “I
thought that it was a great season and everyone contributed. We all gave our all during
PHOTO BY MICKEY MANDLE

VARSITY SOCCER
STATS
Goals
Brian Bement		

JV Soccer dominant, only suffers one loss

by Evan Becton
reporter

T

he SLUH JV soccer team ended its
season with an impressive record of
11-1-3, suffering their only loss of the
season to Metro Catholic Conference rival CBC. The JV squad showed great
athleticism and chemistry throughout its
amazing season. When asked to sum up
the entire season in one word, junior forward Ben Thomas said, “Successful.”
With a high-powered offense led by junior captain Logan Welge and leading scorer
junior Joey Gasperoni, and a solid defense
led by junior captains James Boeckmann and
Dan Williams, the Jr. Bill team dominated
almost every opponent they faced on both
sides of the ball. The JV squad scored a total
of 48 goals in 15 games and only allowed
10 goals all season.
“We had good defenders. We were
able to work the ball to the forwards pretty
smoothly through the midfield.” said junior
midfielder Luke Gilsinger.
The players are not the only aspect that
made the team successful. Head coach Tom
McCarthy was also one of the main reasons

for the success of the squad,
according to players.
McCarthy said he has seen
“remarkable growth in terms of
playing ability from when the
team were just freshman.”
“I like Mr. McCarthy. He
seemed to know what he was
doing and kept us in line and
motivated,” said Gilsinger.
When asked about the
players’ prospects in the future,
McCarthy said, “A number of
these guys could go right onto
varsity next year and contribute.”
Whatever the future holds
for the Jr. Bills, the future looks
bright as they make their transition onto the varsity squad next
year, hoping to replicate the
successes of this year’s team.
“I’m sure everyone is really motivated to come back
next year and hopefully get a
back-to-back state championship,” said Gilsinger.
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SLUH students in Les Misérables
by Connor
reporter

D

Madden

o you hear the people sing? Singing
a song of angry men?
Nerinx Hall will perform Victor Hugo’s
Les Misérables this weekend and next, with
St. Louis U. High cast members including
sophomore Joe Essig as Javert; junior Adam
Hunn as Marius; and juniors Tim Eidman,
Sam Herbig, and Alex Voss, sophomore
Alex Tarter, and freshman Gabe Newsham
as students and revolutionaries.
PHOTO BY CONNOR MADDEN

Sophomore Joe Essig (back right) appears as Javert in
Nerinx Hall’s production of Les Misérables.

Les Misérables is set post-revolutionary
in France in 1832 during the time of a revolution of young students against corruption
in their society. The musical follows outcast
Jean Valjean, played by John Burroughs
senior Alex Prakken, as he tries to begin his
life anew and escape the clutches of Javert.
Essig describes Javert as “extremely
focused and having great strength. We have
great depth and talent.”
“I’m extremely excited for it,” Essig
said.
Hunn said of the musical, “The music
is very tough, but we’ve had some amazing
musical directors over here (at Nerinx), and
and they have really helped us to perform
the music to the best of our abilities.” Les
Misérables is certainly an involved musical,
with sixty people in the cast and crew for
the show.
“It’s the musical I’ve been wanting to
do since I was really young,” said Herbig.
The show will be performed at the Heagney Theatre on Nerinx’s campus. Opening
night is this Friday, Nov. 12, at 7:00 p.m.,
followed by performances at 7:30 p.m. on
Saturday, Nov. 13; Friday, Nov. 19; and
Saturday, Nov. 20. Matinee performances
are at 2:00 this Sunday, Nov. 14 and next
Sunday, Nov. 21.
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Thank You For Your Service To Our Country
In commemoration of Veterans’ Day (yesterday, November 11), the Prep News
would like to extend thanks to the SLUH veterans:

Mr. Charlie Busenhart
Mr. Al Teske
Mr. Dan Shelburne
Mr. Tom Becvar

Mr. Sonny Hopkins
Mr. Mark Tychonievich
Mr. Chris Keeven

2010 Open House Student Attendance
2010 Open House
byAttendance
Grade by Grade
Fifth Graders: 6

Sixth Graders: 95
Eighth Graders: 174

Seventh Graders: 245

OPEN HOUSE
(from 1)

students had begun their tours, with 200 young man based on his ability to succeed,
students beginning by 12:19. She accredits and not on the family’s ability to pay,” said
those high numbers early on to the long lines Schmelter. “He (the parent) was just thrilled.”
Overall, the day was considered very tables representing every sport and club surthat formed before 11 a.m. which prompted
her to begin the tours before the usual 11:30 successful. After touring the school with rounded tables full of cookies baked by the
current students, the visitors had the oppor- Mothers Club. Also, entertaining the guests
a.m. start time.
“I kind of exPHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO were performers from
the Circus Club and
pected the rush. My
members of SLUH’s
guess is that people
band, who played in the
who think SLUH is
Commons for the first
their first choice are
time this year.
going to come here
The pinnacle
first,” said Schmeltof the event was the
er.
student-led tours for
While the econeach individual family.
omy continues to
According to social
lag, many parents
studies teacher Ben Farare mindful of it
ley, who trained the tour
when they are makguides, approximately
ing their decision.
240 students gave tours
Yet, many parents
throughout the day.
said that other issues
“Most of the tour
such as academics,
guides seemed to enjoy
sense of community,
themselves. I received
and spirituality will
several parents who
outweigh their decicame up to mention
sion.
how well they did,” said
“The financial
Freshman Paul Fister gives a tour to a prospective student at Open House Sunday.
Farley.
part of it is huge.
Even parents who have already had
Knowing that SLUH offers financial assis- tunity to meet and question SLUH teachers
students graduate from SLUH learned new
tance is something that is very important to and students.
“I thought it was fabulous. People things and enjoyed themselves.
us, but the core of our life is all about God,”
“I liked our tour guide (senior) Marc
said Sheila Ricken, mother of eighth grader seemed to enjoy Open House and the tour.
I had people e-mail me right away, saying Fernan. He gave us a great tour, showing
Will.
“The economy will definitely influence my son was blown away,” said Schmelter.
Many prospective students and their
our decision. It’s tough since we already sent
our three older kids through Catholic high parents echoed Schmelter,
“I thought it was very good. It was
schools … I feel like we would like to send
our son here. If my husband or I would lose very informative. Our tour guide covered
our job, we probably could not do it. If we all the bases,” said Jane Urschler, mother
continue to have our jobs, we still might of senior Joe, freshmen Jack, and seventh
have to scale down on other things like grader Nick.
“I like the part that we got to see all
vacations and going out to eat,” said Shelia
Niese, mother of Dave, ‘06, Dan, ‘08, and aspects of the school, because this is our
first time here. In fact, until now we hadn’t
seventh grader Michael.
During the Open House, Schmelter even really entertained going to SLUH, but
attempted to assuage any parent’s fears by our tour guide did an excellent job and I
reminding them of SLUH’s need-based think we are now looking this direction,”
financial aid, of which $2.1 million was said Kevin Voges, father of seventh grader
Clayton. “We also enjoyed going into the
awarded last year.
“I had a parent who came to me, and library and talking to the teachers. That
he said, ‘Look, we are so impressed by the was quite helpful.”
The entire SLUH community particischool, but how is your financial aid?’ and I
said what I’ve always said—that a hallmark pated in the event. As usual, the Commons
of our school is that we will accept every hosted an abundance of activity, where

GRAPHICS BY DREW DZIEDZIC

us all of the nooks and crannies and a few
things that I did not realize were here even
though I had two boys who went through
SLUH,” said Shelia Niese.
One part of Open House is to show the
physical aspects of the school, but prospective students and parents both mentioned
that Sunday’s Open House helped them gain
insight into life at SLUH and dispel any false
perceptions.
“Beforehand my perception was rootytooty, but actually coming here and talking
with some of the students and seeing some
of the classrooms, it’s more or less about
helping a young boy become a man. And I
really like that,” said Latasha Walls.
“I thought that this was a school where
you had to be really smart, almost a genius.
But it is different,” said her son, Tazion.
“It seems that students at this school like
to achieve and basically hold themselves to
the highest standard,” said Michael Niese.
Schmelter said that the event was successful due to the efforts of many people,
including students, teachers, the maintenance
staff, and SLUH’s Mothers and Fathers clubs.
“The volunteers were unbelievable,”
said Schmelter. “I could not have done it
without them.”
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CASINO JACK
(from 3)
ize his work by latching on to a few moral
footholds by lobbying for under-represented
Native American nations and other ethnic
outsiders. Perhaps the film’s most haunting
scene plays out when Jack’s main lobbying partner talks about his plans to kick an
adversary while he’s down. Not only are we
going to kick him, he says to Jack, we’re
gonna gouge out his eyes and rip out his
teeth. “Don’t do that,” Jack says, “that’s bad
karma.”
And, of course, what ensues is serving
after serving of bad karma. After the first
part of his community work, Abramoff’s
financials start to dive and swerve until he
gets involved in bad deal after bad deal.
It’s not so much what Abramoff does, but
what happens under his watch. A wave of
excess and greed and rather un-kosher acts
that bubble up around him start to bring
him down. There’s also, though, the nature
of Abramoff’s own vaulting ambition and
his desire to no longer be the faceless man
behind the scenes. Ultimately, the film finds
incredible strength and power in the conflict
between the Jewish family man and the Hollywood cowboy.
Hickenlooper, too, works subtly and
tirelessly to make these twin personalities
pull at each other. In addition to the scores of

SLUHtique features
variety of vendors
by Luke Reichold
reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High Mother’s Club
will host its annual SLUHtique, a
holiday shopping experience featuring
many different items from vendors all
over the St. Louis area on Sunday, Dec.
5. The event, which will take place in the
Commons from noon until 4:00 p.m., will
feature over fifty booths, with items ranging from Jr. Bill tervis tumblers to bows
for SLUH sisters. For the first time ever,
the SLUHtique has been advertised at all
the local girls’ Catholic high schools.
Since admission is free, SLUH guys can
come and easily shop for their entire families. Vendors present this year will include
several SLUH alumni selling art, clothing,
ceramics, and photography services. In addition to clothes, SLUH-engraved accessories,
raffle prizes, and gift certificates, the SLUH
mom bakers will be baking, boxing, and
selling their delicious Christmas cookies. All
afternoon, SLUHtique shoppers will enjoy
Christmas music and carols performed by
the SLUH choir and band.
SLUH mom volunteers begin organizing
the SLUHtique about 5-6 months before the
event. Proceeds made help to fund in-house
services such as pastoral, staff events, mailings to parents, and the graduation dinner,
as well as community outreach programs
such as the Loyola Christmas Party and the
spring break mission trip to Appalachia.
Money made from the SLUHtique also goes
toward the Marcy Wyrsch fund, which helps
offset the costs of special SLUH events like
Senior Prom and the Mother-Son Mass for
students who need financial assistance.
Mother’s Club president Sharon Hartzler in an e-mail said that the SLUHtique is
just one of the important functions each year
that is “important to our being ‘Moms for
Others.’”

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Director of Information Technology John Dickmann and his wife on the arrival
of their new son, Nathan Joseph
Dickmann. Nathan was born on
Tuesday at 4:27 p.m., weighed 8 lbs,
1 oz. and was 21 inches long. Both
mother and baby are doing great!
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gangster film cross-references, he also adds Hickenlooper’s film, though, accomplishes treats the world of those old DeNiro and
a touch of an alienated hero approach. As something that The Social Network, or any Brando films so seriously that he’s willing
Abramoff brushes his teeth and peps himself other similar film for that matter, doesn’t. to put them into a story that the whole world
up in the film’s first scene, it’s hard not to With Casino Jack, Hickenlooper created already knows about. He’s willing to say that
think of Marlon Brando in On the Waterfront a film from a true story of real events and those films mean something in the way we
or Robert De Niro in Raging Bull. These are real people that, in the end, still is a real really think, in the people we really are. It’s
hard-nosed characters, sure—they’re bullies, movie—one that gains traction from ideas a daring act, and one that rarely is attempted,
even killers. But they’re also lovers living in pulled from old gangster and noir flicks that let alone succeeds. Casino Jack is a movie
the gutter, outcasts that fate picks around and the director must have spent hours and years hopping between reality and illusion, truth,
then throws into the drainpipes. Ultimately, consuming in dark rooms. Hickenlooper and theatricality. Towards the end, we witPHOTO COURTESY OF SUZANNE HICKENLOOPER ness an explosive
Casino Jack makes us
ask the question that
sequence only to
all great films of its
find out it was all
kind do: why do we
imagined. It’s this
care so much about
fusion between resuch rotten people?
ality and illusion,
The answer, I guess,
journalism and filmis because those rotmaking that makes
ten people are people,
our willful suspentoo.
sion of disbelief both
What’s most ineasy and terrifyingly
teresting, though, is
hard. Hickenloophow exactly Hicker’s working from
enlooper guides us
the inside out and
to these questions.
the outside in—a
Those familiar with
technician and a
my reviews will rerebel, a truth-teller
call that I reached
and a mythmaker.
very similar conclusions at the end
of my treatise on
The Social Network.
The late George Hickenlooper, SLUH ‘82, whose film Casino Jack premiered last night.

Perspective

A frenetic life: SLIFF tribute to George Hickenlooper
By Nick Fandos

J

editor in chief

“ ack, do you know who that is? That’s

Mick Jagger,” I whisper to my reporting partner.
“Which one?”
“That one, the one with the English
accent.”
We’re sitting in the dimmed Tivoli
Theater, near the back of a sold-out crowd
that’s jammed into the headquarters of the St.
Louis International Film Festival that feels
nothing but vintage. It’s opening night of
this year’s festival. On tap is a screening of
Casino Jack, George Hicknlooper’s newest,
and as it turned out, final film. Hickenlooper
died tragically Oct. 30. He was 47 years old.
A cocktail party was originally scheduled before the screening to toast Hickenlooper’s latest work, but upon news of his
death was quickly restructured into a tribute
to the filmmaker’s life and work.
The tribute featured clips from Hickenlooper’s films, speeches from a number
of friends and family, including Academy
Award-winning actor Kevin Spacey, who
stars in Casino Jack. The speeches were
followed by the movies premier.
After a brief introduction from one of the
festival organizers Cliff Froelich, the tribute
video of Hickenlooper’s work assembled
when he was last honored at the festival a
few years ago begins to roll. Chronological
clips from Hickenlooper’s best work, from
Low Life to The Big Brass Ring light up the
dark theater. Enter Jagger, glowing on the
screen in the form of a savvy escort in The
Man From Eylsian Field.
As he eases through his lines, I remember a story Joe Schulte told me last week
about George Hicklooper for a tribute article
I was working on for the Prep News.
As Schulte recounts it, George was
interested in making a film called The
Man From Eylasian Fields and interested
further in recruiting Mick Jagger, perhaps
the most famous Rolling Stone, to star in it.
Hickenlooper had contacted Jagger’s agent.
Nothing was happening, and then one day
he gets a phone call out of the blue while
shooting another film.
“George you’d better come here, Mick
Jagger’s agent’s on the phone,” someone
says. Hickenlooper picks up and before he
knows it is on the next flight to Venice, Italy

to meet Mick Jagger. The two met, hit it off.
Hickenlooper took the next flight home, and
Jagger was to be his star.
In a night of speeches from the likes
of Michael Beugg, Bill Boll—two of Hickenlooper’s longtime friends and alumni of
this school—Schulte, and others, these kinds
of stories were not uncommon. Whatever
it took to get the shot—be it spontaneous
trans-continental flights, careful persuasion,
or occasionally breaking the law—Hickenlooper did.
Beugg explained that he always felt

“

George went outside the box
and succeeded ... he kept
encouraging people to jump
outside the box and follow
him.
—Joe Schulte

”

Hickenlooper’s philosophy as a filmmaker
was act now, apologize later. From his time
at SLUH, on through his career as a professional filmmaker, perhaps it was that spirit
that best characterizes is work.
It may be strange to some to see the Prep
News devote so much space to an alumnus
who, by all accounts, wasn’t that different
from some of the other success stories that
SLUH has been a part of. But what made
Hickenlooper so worthy of remembrance
was this independent spirit to live life as he
wished. “You don’t have to do what other
people want you to do. You do what you
want to do,” paraphrased Beugg.
Perhaps Schulte said it most clearly
when he explained that when students and
faculty came up to him over the past two
weeks, wondering what made George so
special, he replied, “George went outside
the box and succeeded … He made movies,
and that’s not necessarily what parents are
sending their sons to St. Louis U. High to do
… but he kept encouraging people to jump
outside the box and follow him.”
And people followed. The Tivoli last
night felt like a St. Louis U. High night
precisely because they followed. Beugg and
Boll and countless others owe their careers,
or at least part of them, to Hickenlooper,
because he taught them to jump outside the

box.

So as Jack and I sat and watched the
montage of Hickenlooper’s work, as we
spoke with Michael Beugg and Joe Schulte
beforehand, as we listened to them speak
along with Hickenlooper’s aunt, news anchor
and aspiring documentarian Art Holliday,
Casino Jack actor Spencer Garrett, and
ultimately Spacey, it became very clear that
Hickenlooper was so much more than just a
director. He gave advice, support, encouragement, direction, and ultimately hope to
everyone he met and worked with.
Spacey explained that Hickenlooper
contacted him on Facebook to star in Casino
Jack. Spacy was interested in a film about
Abramhoff and had Hickenlooper fly to
London to discuss the film with him. After
a day together, Spacey was on board.
He spoke of Hickenlooper’s ability bring
the best out of him as an actor.
“He remains one of the finest and most
talented directors I’ve ever worked with,”
said Spacey. His speech concluded as the
lights once again dimmed and Casino Jack
queued up.
On the drive back to SLUH to write
this report and meet a deadline, frenetic as
it was, I couldn’t help running the famous
T.S. Eliot line through my head that Spacey
had offered.
“In my beginning is my end … In my
beginning is my end.”
George Hickenlooper died too young,
but he didn’t waste his time. That’s for sure.
A movie house full of people and countless
others can attest to that. I can now, too, as I
fill some space in the newspaper he worked
so hard to illustrate for four proud years.

“To us in America, the reflections
of Armistice Day will be filled
with lots of pride in the heroism
of those who died in the country’s
service and with gratitude for
the victory, both because of the
thing from which it has freed us
and because of the opportunity
it has given America to show her
sympathy with peace and justice
in the councils of the nations.”
—from President Woodrow Wilson’s
address on the first Armistice Day
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Phones, cash stolen from lockers; students negligent in locking up possessions
(Continued from Page 1)
have a gym locker, left his backpack on a
locker room bench while he went to an open
gym session. He returned an hour later to
find that his clothes had been searched and
$50 had been stolen out of his wallet. He
did not report the theft to Kesterson.
Another student returned from practice
to find that his iPhone was missing from his
locked gym locker. After conducting his
own investigation using cell phone company
logs, the SLUH buzz book, and Facebook,
the student reported the theft to Kesterson.
Disciplinary action was taken in response
to the incident.
Only three of the 18 reported theft cases
this year have been resolved, compared to
a similarly low four of last year’s 37.
There is no predetermined punishment
for students caught stealing, although the
Parent-Student Handbook lists stealing as
one “behavior which shall constitute good
cause for expulsion.” Kesterson does not
apply punishments systematically, though.
“(Disciplining students who have stolen) is never as cut and dried as you would
think it is,” said Kesterson. “Part of that
is you have to look at each case and each
individual and take into account all of the
different aspects of what happened and who
the young man is and what the situation is.
(I) try to make the best decision possible
that’s in the best interest of the student and
in the best interest of the SLUH community,”
said Kesterson.
Kesterson said that in the cases that have
been resolved, some appeared to have been
impulsive thefts, where another student’s
leaving things unsecured had given the thief
a tempting opportunity. In other cases, more
prior planning and intent was evident.
It is too early to tell whether discipline
administered in response to recent cases
will lead to a decrease in theft. Kesterson
has not received any reports of theft since
Oct. 21, though, and hopes that the lack of
reports over the past three weeks is evidence
of progress.
The SLUH community, however, has
had plenty of goodwill despite the theft. The
overwhelming majority of students have
chosen to turn in lost items rather than take
them for themselves.
“I think the trend for turning things in
has increased throughout this whole year,

PLAY
(from 1)
into the auditions with background knowledge of the saint and his life.
“I’ve always admired his strength of
will, his strength of character,” said Angieri.
“This play lets us encounter a man—a
skilled politician, an attorney, a man of deep
piety and faith—who has a sense of humor
… to get all of those qualities and human
features into the same person is fascinating,”
said English teacher Chuck Husssung, who
is assisting in the production.
Bolt’s play portrays More as a strong,
steadfast individual who is firm in his principles and unwilling to compromise.
“He’s torn between his loyalty to his
country and king, and to his religion and
God,” said junior Jordan Bollwerk, who
plays the Duke of Norfolk, a close friend
of More.
Breaking the fourth wall—a thematic
technique in which a character speaks
directly to the audience—is employed
frequently through the role of the Common
Man, played by junior Christian Probst. The
Common Man, who serves in large part as
the narrator, will periodically come out and
address plot holes that would have otherwise
gone unresolved. As part of that role, Probst
portrays several minor characters—shifting
among townspeople, peasants, and publicians, to name a few, leading Probst to play a

even in the midst of the theft,” said Kesterson.
“I’ve had guys turn in (a) wallet that … had
over $200 in it, guys turning in phones, guys
turning in calculators, guys turning in some
of the same things that are being taken.”
“I feel that this is a small percentage of
people who are doing these things and that
shouldn’t reflect the school as a whole,”
Kesterson added. “Unfortunately it does put a
little bit of a black mark on it, and sometimes
it overshadows some of these good things.”
Despite the fact that a small number of
students are actually involved, theft damages
the entire SLUH community. One student,
for example, said that there had been tension between him and his friends when
they—falsely—accused him of being the
perpetrator behind one of the locker room
thefts.
Most students agreed that theft was a
serious problem, although some believed

that confusion between deliberate stealing
and careless loss of personal items makes
theft seem more prevalent than the statistics
indicate. Some students tend to assume
missing items are stolen before searching
for them in earnest.
“I had my calculator stolen before, but
thank God, I found that lying around somewhere,” said sophomore Maurice Murray.
When asked what should be done about
stealing, most students suggested that students should keep better track of personal
items.
“I guess the only thing students can do
is just be more responsible with their things,”
said Murray.
“Make sure you’re always watching
your books and just your stuff in general and
keeping your lockers locked,” said junior
Jack Mohrmann.
Keeping track of personal items is necesPHOTO BY TED WIGHT sary regardless of the prevalence of theft. Kesterson said
he had previously considered the idea of removing
the mandate requiring locks
on lockers if theft decreased,
but had been having second
thoughts about the idea.
“I don’t know how much
that prepares you for going
to college—do you leave
things wide open there?
No, you’re not going to,”
he said. “I know that doesn’t
seem like it’s part of the
college prep process but it
is something—it’s personal
responsibility … leaving
a backpack with your cell
phone and your iPod in it is
something you need to think
twice about doing because
it’s something you’re going
to think twice about doing
when you get to college or
even outside, beyond the
walls of SLUH.”
The administration, for
its part, is also considering
improving security in the
locker room. Only one of
the four doors to the locker
room has a camera focused
on it, and additional cameras

could help track when people enter and exit
the room. The east entrance to the locker
room is particularly problematic because a
thief leaving from that door could travel in
several different directions. The administration is considering blocking that door or
converting it into an emergency exit.
However, physical security—locking
things up and watching over them carefully—is not the only useful response to
theft, according to Kesterson. Students can
report stolen items and turn in found ones,
which helps him catch offenders and apply
fair punishments.
“I think that takes a lot of courage,
too, not just to report the actual theft, but to
report somebody,” Kesterson added. “I feel
like there is information out there … I do
my best to exhaust all of my resources and
do my due diligence, but I feel like there are
people who probably know things.”
Ultimately, SLUH’s thieves are members of the student body, too. Students can
make change happen by encouraging honesty in their personal interactions with their
classmates, according to Kesterson.
“I think it’s great to have positive peer
pressure,” said Kesterson.
“Just be more respectful of other
people,” suggested sophomore Joel Ocampo.
“I guess I (have to) trust my friends and the
other people in my class.”
“Some people say, ‘This is a Catholic
school—how does this happen?’” said Kesterson. “The mission of the school, if you
look at that—we’re trying to build Christ’s
kingdom—and this doesn’t fit. We want
to make sure we have a community where
we are doing what we say (we believe). I
think everybody would like to rid SLUH
completely of this, and I think that with
everybody’s help, we can do that.”

play) is just as important as the acting and
everything else,” said Probst.
This different structure redirects the attention of the audience away from becoming
completely immersed in the play and with
the characters, and instead pushes them a
step back and forces them to constantly be
thinking about what they are observing.
“The script calls for (abstraction) so
that the attention is on different detail, on
the acting,” said Whitaker.
This is the first time that A Man for All
Seasons will be performed by the Dauphin
Players. Whitaker chose it for the historical
value of the production and for the challenge
it presents. That she has yet to see another
production of the play gives them more
freedom to make the play their own, with
less influence from other productions.
The fact that the play is based on actual
events altered the preparation actors underwent.
“It sets you on a clear path you can
follow, (when) you are (playing) someone
that’s existed before,” said Bollwerk.
“You learn about the period, the events,
and there’s something really wonderful
about knowing that this is based on actual
people,” said Whitaker. “That makes for
really interesting characters.”
One of the joys of performing A Man
for All Seasons, according to Whitaker, is

the costumes that will be worn by the cast.
All the costumes are authentic period pieces
from the 14th century, meaning they are all
from the appropriate time period in which
the play took place.
“Juxtaposed with the abstract and open
nature of the set, (the costumes) are really
going to pop,” said Whitaker.
Whitaker has not been alone in this
endeavor, as Hussung has assisted her and
the cast as part of his sabbatical. Hussung
defines his role as a dramaturge, meaning
that he performs research for Whitaker and
provides background information to the cast.
“Part of why you have plays in schools is
to teach students in the play,” said Hussung.
“One of my interests that’s gaining momentum is theatre,” said Hussung, who is also
taking an acting class taught by Whitaker’s
husband through Washington University. His
original intention was to assist with one of
SLUH’s spring productions, but scheduling
conflicts prevented him from doing so.
A Man for All Seasons will be performed
Friday and Saturday, Nov. 19th and 20th,
at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, Nov. 21st at 2:00
p.m. Tickets can be purchased through the
box office and cost $7 in advance and $10
at the door.

A locker left open last Thursday after school.

multitude of personas and shift among many
differing accents.
“It really keeps me on my toes,” said
Probst, who felt that the hardest part of
mastering this role was not successfully
separating the characters he plays, but training to converse with a nonexistent audience
during rehearsals.
“He talks to the audience, and that is,
in theatrical terms, very Brechthian,” said
Whitaker, meaning that the play relies more
on the audience’s reflection on the play
rather than the production’s atmosphere—a
technique developed by playwright Bertolt
Brecht.
By breaking the fourth wall, the Common Man reminds the audience that they are
in a production, halting their suspension of
disbelief.
In a sharp departure from the elaborate
multiple sets constructed for most Dauphin
Players productions, this set was designed
to be ambiguous regarding the scene it establishes and the background it creates.
“It’s not specific to (a) place,” said
Whitaker.
Instead of establishing separate scenes
through a new set and props, location will
be established through various technical
effects; in a river scene, for example, misty,
hazy lights formulate the setting.
“It shows how the tech aspect (of a

Condolences

The entire SLUH community would like
to extend its deepest condolences to Kiki
Parks and her family after the death of her
fiancée, Chantez Adams. Kiki serves as a
security guard at SLUH. The services for
Adams will be held at New Life in Christ
Chruch in Lebanon, Illinois. The wake
will be held on Friday, Nov. 12, from 11
a.m. to 12 p.m. with the funeral to begin
immediately afterward.
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From issue ten:
-In last week’s article about George Hickenlooper’s death, the film teacher who advised
George Hickenlooper, ’82 was named Andrew
Deeman, S.J., not F.C. Damen, S.J. Ken Kwapis
graduated in 1975 not 1977. The director of
Citizen Kane is Orson Welles not Orsen Wells.
-The swimmer pictured on page 6 was freshman
Luke Sloan, not senior John Lewis.
-The Old Courthouse in downtown St. Louis
was modeled to resemble the Pantheon in Rome,
not the Parthenon in Athens. The article about
the Greek field trip incorrectly identified its
architectural influence.
-Adam Boehm is a senior, not a junior. His class
year was misidentified in the cross country
article.
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Coat Drive

The annual President’s Winter Coat Drive is taking

place until November 17. The mother’s club requests
that students bring in very clean, gently used or new

warm winter men’s coats for the homeless. Also, each
class is challenged to donate a certain item: gloves

for freshmen, knit caps for sophomores, socks for

juniors, and sweatshirts and sweatpants for seniors.
All items can be brought to the Switchboard.

This Week in
World History
November 11, 1924: Alexandros Papanastasiou proclaims the second Hellenic Republic in Greece, after its
defeat by Turkey in the Asia Minor Campaign. The Second
Republic marks the second period in modern Greek history where Grece was not headed by a king. The republic
was plagued by a weak economy and a polarization of
society between the monarchists and the republicans.
Not surprisingly, the regime only lasted to 1935, when a
military coup restored the monarchy.
November 11, 2006: James Missey is born.
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Schedule L

Today
Late Start
7:30am Father-Son Mass
Lunch

Special—Chicken Bites
Healthy—Chicken Parmesean

Saturday, November 13

1pm
State Soccer Quaterfinals @ Jackson
7:45pm Hockey @ Vianney

Sunday, November
11am
KEEN

14

Monday, November 15
Block Day

Block Schedule

7:40pm Hockey vs. Marquette
Lunch

Special—Lil’ Charlie’s Pizza
Healthy—Baked Pollock

Tuesday, November 16
Block Day

Block Schedule

3:30pm JV Raquetball vs. Parkway Central
5pm
Parent-Teacher Conferences
Lunch

Special—Chinese Food
Healthy—Pulled Pork

Schedule L

Wednesday, November 17

Late Start
Senior Pallotine Retreat
College Visits:
Howard University (12:15pm)
Lunch

Special—Crispitos
Healthy—Pizza Calzone

Thursday, November 18

Senior Pallotine Retreat
AP	
Freshman English Tutorial
College Visits:
Missouri State University (M115)
Regis University (12:15pm)
Snack–Bosco Sticks

Schedule R

3:30pm Raquetball vs. Kirkwood
Lunch

Special—Papa John’s Pizza
Healthy—Chicken Parmesean

Friday, November 19
Forecast printed with permission of
the National Weather Service.
St. Louis, MO Weather
Service Office
Phone: 636-441-8467
Compiled by Conor Gearin

Senior Pallotine Retreat
STUCO Blood Drive
AP
Snack–Mozzerella Sticks
Lunch

Schedule R

Special—Chicken Nuggets
Healthy—Country Fried Steak

SOCCER
(from 1)

rifield struck again. In an eerily similar play, Ryan Hoffman
played another through ball to the charging Merrifield. He
was once again past the Cadets’ backline and one-on-one
with their goalie. This time he rocketed a shot to the side of
the goalie and into the net, his second goal of the evening.
The Cadets looked shocked. Ten minutes into the
game, the Bills already had a 2-0 lead. The boys in white
controlled the rest of the first half.
But the beginning of the second half brought some
scary attacks by CBC. Fortunately though, none resulted
in a goal thanks to some top-notch goalkeeping by senior
captain Andrew Evola and a solid defensive core.
CBC played the rest of the half, as coach Charlie Clark
described it, “with nothing to lose.” Things got rough to the
point of a yellow card for a Cadet, but the Bills kept their
composure and held on for the win.
This Saturday the Bills will be making the long two-hour
trip south to take on Jackson High School in the quarterfinals
of the State tournament at 1 p.m. at Jackson Junior High.

This Week in

SLUH History
Tuesday, November 15, 1949

“The students of St. Louis U. High will be in a solemn state
of mourning at the cremation of CBC. The coffin containing
the last remains of the soldier school will be carried to the
funeral pyre and ignited, signifying CBC’s hopes of going
up in smoke.”
In preparation for their homecoming game, St. Louis
U. High hosted an all-school bonfire, featuring, among
other things, a ceremonial, symbolic cremation of CBC.
The elaborate cremation ceremony included a full flanking of pallbearers, and the “body” lay in state during the
homecoming dance. Interestingly enough, the bonfire and
cremation began with the saying of a rosary.
—Compiled by Joe Klein

