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F

ormer St. Louis U. High cross
country and track coach and
current Assistant Principal for
Mission Jim Linhares was honored last Friday at the Missouri
Track and Cross Country Coaches Association (MTCCCA) Hall
of Fame induction ceremony.
Linhares found out that he would
be inducted into the class of 2010
on Sept. 23 (Vol. 75 Issue 6). In
addition to Linhares, four other
coaches were enshrined into the
Hall, which now consists of 142
members.
Linhares left from home early
Friday, picked up his son at Truman State University, and headed
to the induction in Colombia, Mo.
Linhares’s wife, sons Andrew and
David, and his three brothers attended the ceremony.
For Linhares’s introduction,
a short seven-minute clip was put
together that included pictures from
Linhares’s high school running
career and cross country and track
coaching days, as well as a clips
of interviews with former runner
Ben Rosario and longtime assistant
coach Tom Flanagan.
The presentation focused a

Home Alone Band teacher Bryan Mueller directs at the Fine Arts Assembly as SLUH musicians perform
a medley of songs from the Home Alone series of films, scored by famous composer John Williams.
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Christ the King The dance class performs to “What Child is This,” sung by the cast

see LINHARES, 4
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he Bard upon Avon, The
King of Shadows, England’s
national poet—William Shakespeare. On Dec. 15, St. Louis
U. High held its own tribute to
the man many called the greatest
writer in history.
Seven young thespians came
to the Ignatian Conference Room
to compete in the recitation of
monologues from six of Shakespeare’s 38 plays. The judges
look for a contestant who clearly
sees the meaning of a speech and
expect the winner to demonstrate a
“human understanding” of speech,
said coordinator Chuck Hussung.
The contestant the judges
believed best expressed this understanding was the winner, junior
Jean-Paul Angieri, whose selection
came from Hamlet.
Feeling betrayed by his mother, Hamlet cries “Frailty, thy name
is woman!” Angieri’s recitation
was powerful. Angieri used what
he said was a transtlantic accent,
“not American or English.”
Aside from starring in the
recent Dauphin production of A
Man For All Seasons, Angieri has
participated in several Shakespeare

see SHAKESPEARE, 2

of the Broadway musical Spring Awakening.

State contender Conley out for season Tech/Ed Series, Part 3 of 3
The final installment of the
Still looking at freestyle season, D-1
tech/ed series comprises a

by Mike Lumetta
sports editor
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“ t was really, really tough at

first. Definitely still haven’t
gotten over it. I’m still mad
about it,” said senior wrestling
captain Espen Conley. “It’s
rough to even watch it now and
not be able to be out there.”
Conley’s season ended when
he broke his fibula two weeks ago
at the Parkway South Tournament
after just a few matches. A twotime State medalist, Conley was
a legitimate candidate to become
SLUH’s first champion until the
devastating injury. Now, however,
he is helping the team through the
season and looking ahead to the
freestyle season and college.
Conley suffered the injury
in the championship match at
Parkway South on Dec. 4 against
Lindbergh junior Michael Slyman.

While struggling to escape near the
edge of the mat, his ankle slipped,
and he fell and broke his fibula (see
Volume 75, Issue 14).
Though Conley initially
thought it was his ankle, X-rays
revealed a broken fibula (back
lower-leg bone). The doctors at the
ER told him he would be out four
to six weeks and that he should see
his orthopedic doctor.
On Monday, Dec. 6, Conley
got an X-ray from George Bassett, M.D., who had done his knee
surgery before. Bassett said that
Conley would actually be out three
to four months, ending his season,
and that he could choose either to
have surgery or heal in a cast.
“It was my choice whether I
wanted to have surgery or not,”
said Conley. “I didn’t really like
the answer, because both ended
my wrestling season.”
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Last Thursday, Conley sought
a second opinion from Matthew
Matava, M.D., a physician for
the Blues, Rams, and Washington
University athletic teams. Matava
found the same result that Bassett
did—in fact, he said that Conley
had the same break as T.J. Oshie.
However, Matava, unlike Bassett,
recommended that Conley get
surgery so that his leg would heal
stronger.
“He said it would heal stronger,
so we elected to go ahead and do
that. Basically it was because, as
well as wanting to win this year, still
college is (important), and I don’t
want to have anything extremely
screwed up for next year,” said
Conley, who underwent the surgery
Wednesday.
Conley had expected to contend for a State title since placing
sixth as a sophomore.

special section of this week’s
paper. For articles about
a day following DeSmet
students using their school
laptops, about a SLUH iPhone
app, about SLUH’s phone
policies, and about the future
of technology in education at
SLUH, turn to the T section.

“I mean, this was kind of what
we’ve been thinking about since
sophomore year. It’s hard being
told that you’re going to win it this
year,” said Conley. “I still look on
Missouri Wrestling and see all the
message boards and stuff with my
name on them, saying that I was
going to win it.”
Not to have a shot at the
championship is hugely, almost
incomprehensibly disappointing

for Conley, but he tries to focus
on what he can do instead of what
he cannot.
“A lot of people ask me about
it, and it’s hard to answer sometimes because you don’t really
know what to say,” he said. “I try
not to feel too sorry for myself.
I’ve been in the gym still.”
Since his injury, Conley has
stayed active within the team. At

see ESPEN, 7

Christmas Features

Sports
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SLUH faculty share sources of hope
The Prep News asked teachers where they
found hope—specifically, in the subjects they
teach—in the spirit of Christmas. Pages 3-4

Jr. Billiken basketball rebounds
SLUH bounces back after some tough losses
with a solid victory over MICDS. The team
now has a .500 record. Page 10

Editorial: Technology’s effects
The tech/ed series examined technology’s
influence on education. Students ought to consider this influence for themselves. Page t-1.

Christmas cartoons, artwork
Cartoons by senior Bobby Lux and freshman
Tom Fields, and a snowflake macro lens
photo by freshman Austin Strifler. Pages 3-4

Wrestling fifth at Ritenour
The Jr. Bills earn a tough fifth place in their
first tournament without senior standout
Espen Conley. Page 2

Notebook: Late-night snow day vigils
Just what exactly drives our need to obsess
over every chance we have at a snow day,
no matter how unlikely? Page 3
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with St. Louis area business leaders

by Matt Cooley
core staff

E

arly Tuesday morning, between 30 and 40 St. Louis-area business and nonprofit
leaders gathered in the Currigan
Room for a catered breakfast.
For many, this was the first time
they had set foot on SLUH’s
campus. The event was one of
the Advancement Department’s
new initiatives to promote the
school and secure its future.
The event was aimed at businesses with an interest in the city.
The Advancement Department
tracked down people in public
relations positions at St. Louis-area
companies that have an interest in
what SLUH contributes to the city.
“We consider them to be
partners in the community,” said
Advancement Associate John Penilla. “Two-thirds of our alumni

come back to St. Louis, and are
obviously working somewhere. So
SLUH is a big part of the corporate
world and we wanted to just let
them know what’s going on here.”
The attendees gathered around
7:30 as the SLUH chorus performed. Principal John Moran,
Director of Admissions Anja
Schmelter, and president David
Laughlin gave presentations intended to give the attendees a
snapshot of life at SLUH.
Despite the volume of information presented, the event was
designed to last only an hour.
Penillia and Vice President for
Advancement John Rick said that
the event was not a fundraiser and
no money was raised. However,
like all Advancement Department
activities, they hope that the
increased awareness will lead to
eventual financial support. Ac-

cording to Rick, no direct financial
appeal to St. Louis corporations is
planned in the near future. However, increased community awareness
could have other direct benefits,
such as increased willingness to
donate to initiatives like Cashbah.
“Any of the people there will
probably hear those petitions (to
donate to Cashbah) in a very different light now,” said Rick.
“Our overall initiative is basically to scream from the mountaintops how great SLUH is, all the
great things that we’re doing, but
also that there’s a cost to it,” said
Penilla. He said that the event ran
smoothly and that the reactions he
overheard were encouraging.
“People were really positive
about it,” he said.
TheAdvancement Department
plans to continue hosting similar
events once or twice a year.

Malinak and Santel will
depart Third Floor offices
Eric Mueth

S

assistant sports editor

t. Louis U. High is losing
two third floor staff members
in Betsy Malinak and Mary Pat
Santel. Malinak, who worked as
the Director of Annual Giving,
left Nov. 30 following the passing of her mother. Santel works
as the Events Coordinator and
will be leaving before Christmas
to embark on a year-long program at Harvard University with
her husband Tom, a member of
the SLUH board of trustees.
Malinak worked three days
a week at SLUH beginning in

Seniors prepare to depart for Projects

here will be an unusual feeling until late January around
the school: something will be
different, something missing.
The seniors will spend January
working fulltime at various service locations around the greater
St. Louis area, and in Honduras,
for Senior Project, a tradition of
every year’s senior class.
Seniors come right out of the
Christmas break and head to their
project sites on Monday, Jan. 3—
which is why seniors took their
semester exams this week. Seniors
this year will be distributed across
71 service locations, about the
same number as last year. Although
seniors will be spread out fairly
evenly throughout different types
of locations, the largest number
of students will be helping teach
or chaperone classes in a school
environment, mostly for children

with learning disabilities.
Senior Project is mandatory
for all seniors, who will work a
minimum of 35 hours per week
for almost four full weeks.
“We don’t let the agencies take
more than 10 kids each. There are
only a couple of special schools that
will take the full ten volunteers,”
explained Senior Project coordinator Simonie Bieber, “Typically,
though, there are only between two
and four students per site.”
Bieber wants the seniors to
develop relationships with the disadvantaged, and not focus on their
relationships with other SLUH
students.
One place where seniors
cannot volunteer, however, is
hospitals. The Campus Ministry
department decided last year not to
allow seniors to do their projects
at hospitals because the majority
of the work was paperwork, and
patient contact was very limited.
“None of that was relationshipbuilding and that’s what our goal
in Senior Project is,” said Bieber.
Today in the chapel at Activity
Period there will be a special missioning ceremony for the senior

(from 1)
plays. As a freshman, he played the
role of Paris in Romeo and Juliet,
and he participated in a production
of Much Ado About Nothing.
Asked what inspired him to
pick this monologue, Angieri said,
“We studied Hamlet in English
class. I have come to appreciate
Hamlet … so much.” Angieri did
not decide which speech to use
until late.
“I came up to my friend Ben
Luczak,” Angieri said, “and I
said ‘Ben, give me a monologue
from Hamlet.’ And he said ‘too
too sullied flesh’ and that was my
monologue.”
The runner up, Christian
Probst, also played in a Man for
All Seasons as the Common Man.
Probst recited lines from King Lear,
uttered by the villain Edmund. Edmund, a bastard, cries out against
the persecution of those of illegitimate parentage. “Now, gods, stand
up for bastards!” demands Edmund
in the play. Probst’s delivery was
stirring yet humorous, ending in a

tortured laugh.
The other five contestants
picked monologues from works
ranging from the tragedy Macbeth
to the comedy Much Ado About
Nothing.
Asked what made him devote
his time to coordinating this contest
since 2002, Hussung revealed his
own passion for the famous writer.
“He does remarkable things
with our language,” he said “He is
one of the world’s greatest writers,
and we don’t have to read him in
translation.”
The winner at SLUH’s competition will go on to a competition
on Feb. 19 to go for the city title.
“Last year’s winner was the
first runner-up,” reminisced Hussung.
Going forward, Angieri will
have to add a sonnet to his repertoire, picking from Shakespeare’s
arsenal of 154. If he wins locally,
Angieri will move on to the national
contest in New York.
Whatever the result, Hussung

Students to experience
service opportunities
outside classroom
by Luke Reichold
reporter

T

class to send them out on their
projects, since the Honduras trip
volunteers will be leaving early
over the break. Students will be
split up into separate sections
depending on the type of service
they will be performing, such as
teaching or working with the elderly, and then prayed for.
“It’s the last time they’ll be
together as a class until they come
back one week into Project for
a meeting, and after that the end
of January,” said Senior Project
coordinator Nick Ehlman.
Senior Luke Carden, who will
be volunteering at Howard Park
Center, a school for children who
are mentally or developmentally
handicapped, is looking forward
to his Senior Project.
“I heard it’s really hard to
come back to school, more than just
because it’s you’re coming back to
school. It’s because you want to
go back to your project site,” said
Carden.
The last day of service at their
sites is Wednesday, Jan. 26 and the
seniors will be welcomed back to
SLUH on Thursday, Jan. 27.

SHAKESPEARE
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“A little month!” Angieri performs
the “Too, too sullied” speech from Hamlet.
believes the competition has a value
detached from victory. He believes
that the competition reflects two
aspects of SLUH—“a school that
treasures Shakespeare and a school
that values art.”

Betsy Malinak

March of 2002. She had previously
worked at Cor Jesu Academy in
Development.
A graduate of Visitation Academy, Malinak was very enthusiastic
about her work in a Catholic school
system.
Associate Vice President for
Advancement and Planning Robyn
Pilliod said, “(Development) is
something that she is very good at,
and something that she enjoys when
it’s associated with an organization
she feels passionate about.”
At SLUH, Malinak worked
with alumni and donors with respect to giving to the annual fund.
In addition, she helped with other
jobs around the office.
“Betsy was very good and very
dedicated,” said Pilliod.
When Malinak’s mother
became ill and was eventually
hospitalized, the struggle to balance
work and her children began. Malinak’s mother had watched her two
daughters after school on Malinak’s
work days. With her mother sick,
child care arrangements became
difficult, and Malinak began to take
more days off. When her mother
passed away, Malinak called it
quits at SLUH.
“I think when you’re trying to
balance work and family obligations it’s hard in any situation. I
think it was a little more blurred for
me because I was not there three
days a week, and so it focused on,

‘Make sure the work gets done,’”
said Malinak, noting that she felt
like she was not doing enough.
Malinak will now have time
to sort through her mother’s house
and be able to look after her kids
on a regular basis.
Malinak said that the aspect
of SLUH she will miss the most
is the people. She said that the
alumni, faculty, staff and students
really made her job enjoyable and
she will miss working for and with
them.
Santel worked mainly on
Cashbah during her time at SLUH,
but in the same department as Malinak.
Santel’s husband, who took
a buyout for his job at Anheuser
Busch when InBev took over, will
be taking part in the Advanced
Leadership Initiative at Harvard
University. Because spouses are
invited to take part in the program,
Santel will be going along to Boston
to take classes at Harvard for the
year.
According to the program’s
web page, the Advanced Leadership fellowship “is designed to
enhance and leverage the skills of
highly accomplished, experienced
leaders who want to apply their
talents to solve significant social
problems.”

Mary Pat Santel

She added, “I think it’s just
going to be an interesting opportunity. I think it’s a once in a
lifetime chance to take some really
interesting classes and meet some
interesting people,” said Santel,
who attended orientation last week
in Boston.
Santel is unsure if she will
return to SLUH after the year.
With two spots in the advancement department now unfilled, the
future structure of the office is yet
to be seen. The department plans to
restructure in July, but for now they
are beginning to make up lost work
through volunteering, according to
Vice President for Advancement
John Rick.

“Christmas is not a time nor a
season, but a state of mind. To
cherish peace and goodwill, to be
plenteous in mercy, is to have the
real spirit of Christmas.”
—President Calvin Coolidge
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Glad tidings at end of challenging year
S

Teachers share their sources of hope

t. Louis U. High approaches Christmas after a rocky start to the school
year. Suffering and loss have figured
prominently into the last five months, with
alumni, one teacher, and other members
of the SLUH community passing away.
However, Christmas is coming regardless of what has come before it; we are
called to find joy even in the midst of sorrow. The mystery of Christ being born to
a poor family in the countryside is about
the juxtaposition of great hope and joy being experienced alongside pain. The Prep
News asked some teachers to write a few
sentences about their sources of hope—
specifically, where they found hope in the
subjects they teach, and why they believe
their subject will have value in the future.

Steve Kuensting, Biology
I find hope in the act of exploration—either mentally in the classroom or physically
in the field. I really enjoy introducing topics
to students that they have not explored, and
watch their reaction as they learn new ideas
and look at things in new ways. Natural History and Human Physiology are two areas
that are intrinsically satisfying in this regard.
The story of every life form, why it crawls,
flies, or swims, the color of its skin, the size
of its body, its habits and behaviors—are
fascinating tales for each and every organism. The human body with its incredibly
complex systems tells another fascinating
story of cell, tissue, and organ cooperation

something to marvel at, and something to
look forward to—in the days and weeks to
come...
Jim Linhares
If I only have a few sentences to say
where I find hope, I’d say I find it most in the
generosity of human beings I encounter. Not
just in the “generosity” of seeing someone
intentionally give or share something with
someone else, but the underlying generosity
that allows them to give themselves to the
world in the first place, to let others see their
true colors, hear their real voice. I’ll sometimes find myself thinking of a particular
person—my niece, my wife, an athlete I’ve

Craig Hannick, Mathematics
To me, Mathematics is beauty and wonder. I look at Calculus with awe in that it is
transcendent in its theory and imminent in
its application. With Calculus we are able to
deal with both the infinitesimal and the infinite. With Calculus we can move beyond the
mere mortal world of arithmetic and algebra.
With Calculus we have the hope that there is
order in the universe and there is something
beyond us in the structure and nature of all
that is. As Galileo said, “Mathematics is the
language with which God has written the
universe.” With Calculus comes a glimpse
into reality that points to the divine.
George Mills, Geometry
Even in math, when studying something
closely, it often isn’t what it seems to be on
first glance. And then with creative effort,
thought, and time it is as if the essence of
the idea or object is revealed. Though you
do the “work” it sometimes seems that the
reality is being pushed towards you. I guess
in the end it’s in reality where the hope lies
and that reality is always full beyond our
complete knowing.
Paul Baudendistel, Physics
Where do I find hope in physics? I find
hope in that the universe makes sense. As
Catholics, we believe in objective truth, but
our world is full of moral ambiguity. Science
is not truth—I can’t emphasize that enough—
yet science exposes natural laws that seem
inviolable. Faced with the apparent reality
that matter and energy behave according to
simple relationships, I don’t find it a stretch
to believe that other truths are out there.

To take pictures of snowflakes, I use a Macro Lens and a Canon 40D. I attach a 75-300mm telephoto
zoom lens to the camera like I normally would for everyday pictures. On the end of that I attach a
small metal ring that screws on to the end of the lens. To the other end of the ring I screw in my lens,
facing backwards, so that the end that would normally attach to the camera is facing away from the
camera. This allows me to focus extremely close so that something that is actually 1mm long will be
6mm long on the small sensor inside the camera. —Freshman Austin Strifler

that make our physical existence possible.
How even the slightest genetic flaw or
system failure can result in life threatening
situations reminds us of the fragility of human life. Exploration is taken to an extreme
when I get into the field on a Science Club
trip. Navigation to the campsite in the dark
and finding new things in the field are two
things that bring that heightened state of
awareness and an excitement that is hard
to replicate in a classroom. It is the act and
anticipation of exploration that most gives
me hope—that there is something to get
out of bed for, something to laugh about,

Cartoon by Bobby Lux

coached, a singer/songwriter I like—and I
feel a joy well up in me, a thrill. “This person
is alive!” I feel myself almost shouting aloud.
They are giving themselves and I’ve been
lucky enough to be there to experience it.
And so, I am filled with hope, an inexpressible sense that continuing to take the risk of
giving myself, in spite of all that can and
does go wrong, is absolutely the right thing
to do. To me, affirming the importance of
that generosity—that “pouring out” of one’s
self—is very closely associated with what
it means to have faith in God, to believe the
“good news” that Jesus taught.
The word “hope” itself indirectly acknowledges a problem. The experiences
we desire most deeply in life—love, joy,
meaning and fulfillment—don’t come
automatically for us or those around us.
Fundamental things about life get in the
way: the experiences of loss, loneliness,
violence, vulnerability to forces we can’t
control, the inevitability of death. Eventually,
as mature adults, we come to see that these
things will never go away. Under these very
difficult physical, psychological and spiritual
circumstances we have to figure out whether
or how we can keep pursuing those deep
desires. The term “God”—and many other
terms in other languages and traditions—has
served as a placeholder for the deeply felt
experience that we keep going not only by
our own efforts or by solving the problem of
existence with our own minds, but by somehow being OPEN to a gift that is larger than
ourselves. “God” is the name we’ve given
to the source for that gift, that hope. I’d say
we are in a period of human history in which
the term “God” feels small and irrelevant to
more and more people who have mistaken it
either for something we human beings made
up to solve our problems or for something

see TIDINGS, 4
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Conor Gearin

Those late-night
snow day vigils

It hasn’t happened yet this year, but it
will. Wednesday night, with its dinky little
spritzing of freezing rain, was merely a taste
of what will come. It will be 11 p.m., and I’ll
be compulsively jumping between five open
tabs on the Internet—KSDK (slow reload
time), KMOV, Fox 2 (Dave Murray gives
exclusive online updates), Facebook (in case
someone sees the cancellation before I do),
and the St. Louis National Weather Service
site. I’ll be trying to get into the minds of
our administrators responsible for the final
call, playing out the scenarios that must run
through their heads on such a night—“So if
DeSmet calls off, then we would be obligated
to call off if and only if Rosati-Kain and/or
Nerinx has already called off but if St. Louis
Public Schools haven’t then it may just have
to be a snow schedule...”
And once again, I’ll be ignoring Mr.
Missey’s advice to not even think about
the possibility of a snow day—to do all
my homework and go to bed with a mind
at peace with the fact that a snow day will
never happen. Then, so the theory goes, I
am either delighted with a miracle upon
waking, or I just have my low expectations
met. However, the world according to Missey
is a scary, scary Dystopia. People’s minds
simply don’t work the way he thinks they
do (or the way his does, as the case may be.)
Others might be so cruel as to call this way of
thinking pessimism. While I am sympathetic
to those of us who have become too disillusioned to ever get their hopes up, I identify
with those who still hold onto that shred of
hope of a perfect snow day—five inches of
large snowflakes descending between the
hours of nine p.m. and 6 a.m., temperature
of 32 degrees Fahrenheit so the snow is wet
enough for snowballs but not so sloppy as
to make sledding impossible.
I think what drives our obsessions is that
same part of our mind that, years ago, believed a man in a red uniform from the Arctic
delivered plastic toys by chimney. We can’t
believe in that anymore. We Claus-Nihilists
have declared that Santa Claus is dead, yet
the same need to believe that we can be made
happy by nearly-impossible means still has
to be met. So we replace Santa with snow
days. Instead of waiting for the drumming of
hooves on the rooftop, we stare at the little
bar on the TV screen waiting for the list of
schools to cycle through again and again.
Our faith in the magic of crystallized water
to free us of our all our problems is total.
But to be honest, I have seen my belief
in the magic of snow and snow days erode
in the past few years. I did all my studying
Wednesday night. I have become woefully pragmatic over the matter of a white
Christmas, coming close to submitting to
Mr. Missey’s cruel philosophy. I’ve decided
I wouldn’t be terribly upset about a green
Christmas this year.
Yet despite Mr. Missey’s doctrine of
pessimism, despite cruel, cruel local TV
meteorologists who twist every puff of vapor
that comes out of Canada into a Siberian
blizzard, desperate for viewers to tease, despite having been let down so many times,
I can never get the image out of my mind
of standing on my patio, watching clumps
of crystalline flakes form on the evergreen
shrubs, watching every feature of the land
being melted into white desert-like drifts.
I know it can happen, and I believe it can
happen again. For in the end, it is not the
pessimists who are vindicated, but those
beleaguered few, who hold onto what they
know is beautiful and good in the world, who
will see justice. Anyway, I think that most
of the pessimists are just putting up a front,
too proud to admit that they want to see a
snow day as much as the rest of us. It’s not
easy to admit that part of you will always
believe in Santa Claus.

4

Volume 75, Issue 15

TIDINGS
(from 3)

completely beyond us that might as well be
appealed to through something like magic.
Instead, Christianity makes the claim that
life (faith, hope, love: the terms all point to
the same inexpressible reality) is a GIFT. It
is simply GIVEN. And it is best accepted
by learning to become a gift one’s self, by
pouring one’s self out for all the world to see
as God has done in Jesus, as he has done for
me in the people I mentioned above and as
he wants to do in each of us. That, I think,
is what Christmas is all about.
Kathryn Whitaker, Theater
In the theatre we have as our work the
telling of stories. As a director and teacher of
theater, I am offered the opportunity of shaping with each show I produce the experience
of an audience witnessing the unfolding of
a series of human events. It is a supremely
edifying experience to be part of a creative
team shaping a story which we believe to be
beautiful, or inspiring, or cautionary. It gives
me great joy, and indeed no small measure of
“hope” to work with young men and women
as we create work that asks important questions and reveals world views we may not
have encountered before. The final hope is
that our efforts move beyond the stage and
classroom and into our daily lives where the
stories and people we encounter are real.
Frank Kovarik, English
I find hope in the very idea of literature,
in the way that human beings make meaning of their lives through writing. To write
poems, stories, novels, essays—these are
hopeful acts. They express our hopes that our
lives can be intelligible, given form through
narrative or argument or artistic structure.
They express the hope that someone out
there will read what we have written and
understand, perhaps in ways that we could
not have articulated ourselves.
I see that hope in the African American
literary tradition, as former slaves wrote
about their experiences in hopes of making their fellow countrymen see the evils
of slavery and working to end it; or in the
essays of James Baldwin or Gerald Early,
writers whose essays work to make us see
the world with nuance and understanding.
I see that hope reflected in the fiction my
seniors write, as they find delight and interest in their own experience and work to
craft stories that will draw readers in to that
experience. I see it in my freshmen as they
learn to interpret their own lives in writing
and to interpret the works we read in class.

Christmas!
me into. They’re just too depressing.” While
I grant that the Irish have their dark side––
what people who have suffered the effects
of centuries of cultural genocide by colonial
oppressors have not?––I am heartened again
and again by the vital responses to that oppression—Cal’s longing for forgiveness in
Cal, the love of the couple dying of hunger
in Evan Boland’s “Quarantine,” the wit of
Samuel Beckett, the mythmaking genius of
James Joyce, the vatic voice of Yeats, the
heuristic prodding of the violent world in
the poems of Seamus Heaney, the beautifully
written sentences of Sebastian Barry’s World
War I trilogy, the raucous energy in a Roddy
Doyle novel of the Dublin slums. Whisht
with the latest talk of financial doom!
Chuck Hussung, English
Although I sometimes look to my
homeland with dismay, I always look there
with longing too. My thoughts of the South
bring me hope when I think of individual
Southerners, men and women who’ve loved
me long and faithfully, whose lives shine with
joy and grace, creativity and kindness—Tony
& Mary, Liz and Vona Rose, Mark and Marian, Marshall, Celette and Lowe, my many
aunts and uncles, friends from my days in
Kentucky and Georgia and South Carolina.
As for literature that speaks to me of hope:
although it’s got as much heartache in it as
anything else, I still find beautiful and comforting James Agee’s prose poem “Knoxville,
Summer of 1915.”
Tom McCarthy, United States History
The period in U.S. History that always
renews my sense of hope is (not surprisingly)
the Civil War, particularly Lincoln’s leadership. Lincoln’s remarkable leadership not

only preserved the Union, but also preserved
liberty. Hundreds of thousands of Union
soldiers fought and died to ensure Liberty
would “not perish from the earth.” It reminds
me of the limitless possibilities that America
has to offer, as well as my obligations to
God, to Country and to my fellow citizen.
Tom Zinselmeyer, Modern African
History
I think in terms of African history and
the present ... a focus on tradition is a way
to hope and feeling hopeful. During the
Christmas season, we often discuss traditions in our families growing up (we did
this in our office today). So I believe the
connection among African history, myself,
and hope is looking at and remembering our
traditions. Where we came from and how
that has defined us.
If I could, which is difficult, generalize
regarding African history, I think that there
is a constant struggle between tradition and
modernity. Africans in certain countries often struggle to embrace modern ideologies,
structures, etc. ... because it is foreign to
their tradition and history. A lot of historians and scholars suggest that until African
governments embrace their traditional side
and MERGE with modern structures there
will be a continual sense of ‘broken’ Africa,
an Africa of disease, violence, decay, etc...
But to completely reject one of these sides
(tradition or modernity) would be futile and
end in demise. To answer shortly, tradition
provides a sense of ownership and identity.
Without tradition, man is lost and cannot be
open to growth.
Ching-Ling Tai, Chinese
Chinese language is a visual language
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and it is very different from many European
languages. Learning another language will
definitely enable you to view, to think and to
interpret things with an added prospective.
I hope that by studying foreign languages,
students can be more open-minded and can
appreciate different ways of handling life.
So one can not only tolerate difference but
accept and appreciate difference. Maybe we
will not be egocentric but have a universal
outlook. Then we will no longer have prejudice.
Myriam Aliste, Spanish
I believe that learning a foreign language
opens up your mind and your heart. It allows
you to be more understanding and accepting
of people’s differences. You also begin to
realize that despite the differences, cultures
share (sometimes) a remarkable amount of
similarities. There is something good and bad
in every culture. We tend to fear what we
don’t know and as a result we tend to make
wrong assumptions.
Over the years I have become friends
with people from different parts of the world
and one thing that always continues to
amaze me is the fact that we are more alike
than different. Perhaps that is due to our
common denominator being God and our
humanity.
As a foreign language teacher what
brings me hope during Christmas and all
year around is knowing that I might have a
little part in the whole scheme of life to teach
my students the love for the Spanish language—and hopefully, a love for languages
in general. Knowledge of others frees people
to be more accepting and compassionate.
Compiled by Conor Gearin a nd Nick Fandos

Bill George, Irish Literature
It was during the concluding scene of
Jim Sheridan’s film The Field when, as a
herd of bawling sheep and cows plunge
like mythical Norwegian lemmings to their
deaths into the sea, my wife turned to me and
said, “That’s the last Irish film I let you talk

LINHARES
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good deal on Linhares’s high school coach
Ron Jorgenson, and his influence on Linhares’s coaching career. One of the major
ideas Linhares took from Jorgenson was to

act with class around other teams.
Linhares said that for Coach Jorgenson,
“Showing off or throwing it in somebody’s
face was something you could never do.”
Linhares passed that same mentality
PHOTO COURTESY OF MR. BRIAN GILMORE
down to current head coach Joe
Porter, who just finished his first
season as head coach.
Porter said of what he has
learned, “Every person on the team
matters, whether you’re the fastest or the slowest. (I’ve learned)
that everyone on the team should
have the opportuntity to be treated
like an all-star, that they should
continue to work their best, and
everyone can be held to that high
standard.”
After the conference beJim Linhares (Center) with his Hall of Fame plaque,
gan
with
a luncheon, the inductees
alongside current and former SLUH XC coaches.

Cartoon by Tom Fields
were inducted and each gave a speech.
Linhares noted that he did not want to give
a lengthy speech, but did want to recognize
those who supported him along the way.
“I wanted to say thanks to a bunch of
people. I wanted to thank the organization
that sponsored (the Hall) and my parents,
my family, the coaches that I worked with
and the athletes,” said Linhares.
Linhares has been to the event many
times but said to be up in front of the coaches,
fans, family and friends felt very different.
“To be on the other side of it, as the guy
that’s finished with coaching and looking
back on the coaching career is still a weird
thing. I still think of myself as a coach, so to
realize that I’m not a coach, that that’s behind
me is as little bittersweet,” said Linhares.
Linhares said that even though his
coaching days are over, he is content because

of the satisfaction he experienced over the
years. He noted that to be honored and recognized by fellow coaches is very rewarding.
“It kind of confirmed what I knew about
him for a long time. He was deserving of this
honor, and I was very excited that finally …
all of the other coaches would read about
(him),” said coach Brian Gilmore, who attended the banquet as well. Gilmore added,
“I don’t think he likes the spotlight, but he
definitely deserves it.”
Porter, who was recognized in the speech
for continuing the SLUH XC tradition, said
that it was typical for Linhares to give recognition to everyone but himself.
“To hear coach’s name mentioned along
with some of the greats … I was happy to
see that coach got the recognition that he
deserved,” said Porter.
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Part 3 of a 3-Week Series

A special section of the Prep News
examining the role of technology in
education at St. Louis U. High

Editorial

Technology is often an issue we like to
hide from. For a plugged in generation of
students this seems contradictory. Sure,
SLUH students are happy to marvel at
new gadgets and discuss at length new
changes on Facebook, but it is more difficult to examine critically the strengths
and weaknesses of this technology and
the effect it is having on us.
We’ve tried to raise some of these
issues in the last three weeks: How is
technology affecting the way we research? What would it be like to have
laptops in our classrooms? What is the
effect of things like ebooks on a class?
How are teachers bringing technology
into the classroom? How do students

Why technology matters

feel about the school’s policies toward
technological devices currently in
vogue?
This week, we complete our series with a look at laptops at DeSmet,
SLUH’s soon to be released iPhone app,
and the future of SLUH technology.
In addition we take a look at personal
device policy and the inner workings
of technology at SLUH,
We’ve dedicated a great deal of
time and space because we feel these are
important issues. We’ve tried to bring
our readers a variety of different looks
into technology at SLUH, a variety of
different ways to look at this complex
issue. The Prep News can do all the

reporting it wants, but if no one cares
to examine his own experience, then we
have learned nothing. We cannot afford
to learn nothing.
Technology is making inroads into
education in unprecedented ways, and
we find ourselves at a critical moment in
that movement. What will the decisions
we make today mean two, five, ten years
down the line? Perhaps our education,
mental activity, and even health are on
the line.
So what can you do now? How
do you make this series matter? Well,
unplug, disconnect, and have a real
conversation. Talk with your friends and
family. Try asking your grandparents

How does DeSmet use
technology?

what it was like when they were growing up. Ask your parents how computers
have changed theirs lives.
If nothing else, ask yourself what
effect technology is having on your life.
How often are you on the computer?
How does it affect your schoolwork?
Which software or electronics help you
learn? Which don’t?
If we ask those questions, then
we’re on the way. Technology is not
always the answer. Let’s be clear
about where it’s a help and where it’s
a hindrance.

What technology is in
SLUH’s future?

At another St. Louis, Jesuit, all-boys school, the role of Student laptops unlikely to be considered, but iPads,
technology is very different
more digital infrastructure a possibility
by Jack
staff

T
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see SPARTAN TECH, T2

by Joe Klein
core staff

T

echnology seems to never stop
evolving. Every device we encounter seems to be growing obsolete
at a remarkable pace, replaced with
a new gadget that carves out a new
niche and performs a different task.
And with all the new technology invading every aspect of our lives, St.
Louis U. High is met with a decision—to what extent should we embrace this technology?
Principal John Moran thinks that it
is not a question of if, but of when and
how, changes will take place.
“We’re not going to put our head
in the sand and stay back in the 1960s,
acting like nothing’s changed,” said Moran. “Will someday students walk (into
a classroom) with a piece of technology
in their hands that they’ll take notes on,
read off of it, write their papers on it?
It’s hard to imagine sitting and seeing
it not happen—but are we talking about
in three years, or in seven years, or in
twenty years?”
Unbeknownst to most students,
much of that transition is already in
effect. SLUH has been consistently
upgrading its technological infrastructure, increasing the available bandwidth
to support the increased demand on
SLUH’s network. The school has updated its wireless airports and centralized access to them in order to allow for
greater monitoring of the network. All
of this expansion is being done to catch
up with current demand, not to prepare
for a large-scale rollout of technical
gadgets.
The increased reliance on technology brings many risks; to alleviate potential liabilities, SLUH has
moved much of their data offsite and
designated the Danis Field House as a
backup location for servers. The most
prominent shift has come in the form
of the grading system, now performed
through PowerSchool—a web-based
system that operates independently of
SLUH—as opposed to its predeces-

sor, SLUH What Where, which was
based off of a server stored at SLUH.
By shifting the majority of data away
from SLUH, the potential for damage
from physical disasters is lessened.
Much of this increased protection
came about as a result of a technology
audit, which Moran commissioned
soon after becoming principal three
years ago. That audit focused less on
visible adaptation of new personal
technologies, instead offering the technology department guidance on how
to protect the school from a potential
data catastrophe.
“So much of the school runs on
data: our grades, some classes, our
finances—it’s the backbone of the
school,” said Moran. He also expressed
concern that the data’s archival value
would decrease if it existed in solely
a digital form.
Because some other schools—
other private high schools in the St.
Louis area, and Jesuit high schools
from across the country—have already
immersed their students with technology, Moran sees their experiences as
an opportunity to figure out what was
successful and apply those lessons to
SLUH.
“Five or ten years ago, the big
fad was one-to-one laptops … some
of the schools in the area have done
that quite successfully,” said Moran,
who said it would be “foolish” to not
gauge feedback from other schools.
Speculation in past years had
centered on equipping every student
with a laptop computer, inspired by
the actions of other high schools, such
as DeSmet’s Tablet PC program. Talk
of that has diminished in recent years,
and a new technological device has
taken its place: the iPad. Less than a
year old, it has already revolutionized
the debate of how much technology
should be present in classrooms, and
has forced SLUH to begin evaluating
their position on that touchy subject.
“We discuss from time to time

tech/ed

he Coffee Club at DeSmet Jesuit
High School meets before school
every Friday in room 308. Students
lounge around big black tables and
lab chairs in a science classroom,
drink coffee, and chit-chat. But there
is something that makes this club
different than, say, a SLUH Coffee
Club—they have laptops.
For me, it’s a shock to see silverplated laptops in front of every student at
the club. The laptops look like a gleaming technological wonder in a school
that has been changed by them. The
club leader, junior James Lovinggood,
slides a cup of coffee into my hand as
we discuss the laptops.
Last Friday morning, I visited
DeSmet for half a day to investigate the
laptops in a classroom setting. How does
DeSmet use the laptops? Do the laptops
assist in learning? Do they distract or
hurt the learning process?
The discussion about laptops appears to be as commonplace as the
Coffee Club, something all the students
at DeSmet have gotten used to. The HP
Tablets, a swivel screen computer that
can be written on with a stylus, started
when the class of ’09 were freshmen.
The laptops currently run for a one-time
cost of $2500 and include a four year
warranty. All laptops come with one
free major repair per year and unlimited
small repairs. An example of a major
repair is if a laptop was dropped and
snapped in half. A small repair is like
a key falling off from a keyboard. Although they are expensive, the students
get to keep their laptops along with their
diplomas when they leave DeSmet.
Along with the laptop, every student at DeSmet buys a specially-made
backpack that includes a computer
sleeve. The backpack acts as a carrying case, and is toted around school
containing the computer, its charger,
and other equipment. To my surprise,
the backpack contains little else, since
students can take notes on their com-

puter and math and science textbooks
are in the computer format.
“I carry around two notebooks with
me,” said junior Stephen Ratz.
All around DeSmet, students buzz
away on their laptops.
“I use my laptop anywhere between
four to six hours a day,” said junior Nick
Yahl.
Ratz explained that this kind of
usage is understandable, considering
the many distractions that come with
the laptop. “I have between two to three
hours of homework a night,” Ratz says.
“But when I’m doing homework I can
check Facebook and pull it up. So many
distractions.”
Although laptops can cause distractions, if used correctly, the HP tablets
can save tremendous amounts of time.
For most students, it is quicker to type
than write, and, according to Ratz, inclass essays go by in a breeze. Plus, a
student can conveniently print off any
assignment at community printer hubs
around school.
Later that morning, I met my guide,
senior Brendan Gilligan, in his homeroom. After prayer and the AMDG, the
PA goes silent.
“All of our announcements are on
Moodle,” Gilligan said. “They’re not
on the PA.”
I marvel at the usefulness of
Moodle, a school website that is not
often used in SLUH classrooms. But
at DeSmet, all the classes are plugged
into Moodle because every student is
plugged into a laptop. Quizzes, homework assignments, and other documents
posted on Moodle help save teachers
time and paper. Plus, the laptops can
easily organize and store information
from Moodle onto laptop folders.
“You can make a folder for every
class,” Gilligan says. “You can label
them notes, tests, and quizzes. It’s very
helpful.”
All the files from the laptop are
saved in this system called “the network.” The network is basically the guts
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of the entire laptop operation; it lets
students log onto accounts and save
files to the laptop’s memory. The entire
memory of a laptop is automatically
backed up in the server room.
Another online resource for DeSmet students is the internal website,
a website that only laptop users can
access. The website connects to email,
Moodle, NetClassroom (DeSmet’s
version of PowerSchool), library
resources, and many other heavily
used links at DeSmet. According to
Gilligan, the site is widely used.
Laptops, while useful, also provide
many distractions. Games provide a
way to escape the classroom setting
and peers. Gilligan explains that is
why during their first quarter, freshman
cannot use their laptops in homeroom;
DeSmet wants the freshman to get to
know each other instead of isolating
themselves with a laptop.
Whether it isolates or organizes
one’s life, it is ultimately the teacher’s
choice whether students can use their
laptops in class. And every teacher
uses the laptops differently in class.
“At DeSmet, the laptops are not
a right, but a privilege,” homeroom
teacher Mrs. Murray said.
The three-tone sound interrupts our
discussion and Gilligan escorts me
to his theology class. As we take our
seats, Gilligan tells me that the laptops
are especially useful for projects like
PowerPoints and videos. Proving his
point, a student-led discussion in class
centers around a printed document that
the student typed up on his laptop.
The first class seems settled in until
an announcement cuts in over the PA.
“Pardon the interruption!” the PA
squeals. Apparently, a student had lost
his laptop and the school was put on
alert to report it if found. The entire
senior class moaned.
“Ninety-eight percent of the time
it’s a freshman that loses his laptop!”
one student cried.
Apparently it was the third time this
week that someone had lost his laptop,
and the interrupting announcements
happen perhaps once a week.
“It happens all too often,” theology
teacher Mr. O’Brien said.
In our next class, I started to notice

the
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the distractions that a laptop can offer.
With the screens facing away from
the teacher, students can do anything
besides taking notes. The laptop is an
escape from a boring class. For the most
part, students take notes and pay attention. However, there are others who play
games like Peggle, which involves a ball
bouncing off brightly-colored blocks,
or surf ESPN.com. I even spied two
students cleverly using the laptops as
shields to hide cellphones. The teacher,
however, did not walk between the rows
to check the students’ screens or even
mention that playing games is not allowed.
Our final class impressed upon me
the damage a laptop can do to a distracted student. During the discussion,
a student playing a snowboarding game
was called on to answer a question. The
student had no idea what the question
was and failed to answer it, simply
saying, “uhhh.” The teacher was obviously upset, but did not bother to check
the student’s laptop. Furthermore, the
student continued to play even after the
teacher had lowered the boom on him.
“He’s the entertainment of the
class,” Gilligan’s classmate said.
To counteract abuse, DeSmet institutes strict penalties that operate on an
offense basis. Offenses include having
food or beverages near a computer to
playing games, cheating electronically,
and vandalism. A first offense results in
at least one jug and a $10 fine. A fourth
offense, the most serious listed in DeSmet’s Computer Acceptable Use Policy,
results in fines and a meeting between
the student and Assistant Principal. Any
offense risks removal from the network,
school suspension or expulsion, and
legal action.
The enticing nature of a laptop’s
distractions in high school actually
helps DeSmet graduate Garret Bruce,
’10, get through college. Bruce claimed
that many of his college friends get
distracted by the bells and whistles of
a first laptop while he stays focused on
his studies.
“In high school, laptops in classes
were fine,” said Bruce, “but sometimes
they were a distraction. I know what
the distractions are now and can avoid
them.”

s

Last week’s Tech/Ed story on Computer Science at SLUH stated that
Nathan Schellenberg was testing his
algorithms in Java. He was, in fact,
programming in C++.
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(from T1)
the role it will have,” said Director
of Information Technology Jonathan
Dickmann. “We’ll get a better feel for
what shape it’ll take (and) have plenty
of time to discuss it.”
No solid proposals or long-term
plans have taken shape to integrate
iPads or any other devices into the
classroom; currently, the faculty are
in an exploratory phase, loaning trial
devices to teachers who request them
and gauging their feedback.
“We’re going to make an informed
decision,” said Moran. “We’re not going to put our head in the sand and say
‘It’s not happening,’ and at the same
time we’re not going to rush out and
say ‘Everybody buy an iPad.’”
The decision to explore iPads to a
greater extent than other new portable
devices, such as Kindles or Nooks,
came out of a desire to extend SLUH’s
current partnership with Apple. Moran
has attended a few seminars hosted by
Apple to explore new products and
see how they could be integrated into
classrooms.
A potential blanketing of the school
with these devices could be far away,
with a more intermediate step being
the option for teachers to replace their
personal laptops with iPads at the end of
their lease, but this is still nothing more
than a proposal. The iPads, according to
Moran, would be extremely beneficial,
especially as presentation tools, yet a
decision to adapt them would be limited
by the few electronic textbooks designed
for portable devices.
“The textbook companies are just
starting to look at making them more
dynamic, so to incorporate video, and
graphics, and rotation, not just scanning
them,” said Moran.
Because an iPad or similar device
would need to be able to access textbooks to be fully useful, the migration
of publishers to a certain platform could
influence SLUH’s technology policy.
The most common resistance
to bringing iPads or laptops into the
classroom has been the concern about
temptations or distractions to the classroom learning experience. As students
are given exposure to such devices, the
fear arises that they become the focal
point of academic life, drawing students
away from teachers and other classroom
activities.
“Used in the wrong way, (technology) can be a waste of money and
time, and a giant distraction,” said math
teacher Dan See, who serves on the
Technology Committee.
“Colleges have learned the difficult
lesson that if everyone has a laptop
in class, they’re all on Facebook and
not listening to the lecture. We’re not
interested in that,” said Moran. “We’re
interested in enabling the classroom.”
To solve this problem, according

to Moran, a twofold approach must be
taken: an atmosphere free of distractions
must be established, and individual
students must be taught to appropriately
harness this technology.
“I would worry that if we put iPads
in everyone’s hands right now without
some plan, people would be really distracted by all the other functionality, and
they would be used inappropriately,”
said Moran.
On a smaller scale, individual
departments are seeking out various
technological advances to increase
their classes’ functionality. In the math
department, for instance, See stated that
people are keeping a close eye on Texas
Instruments’ new products, anticipating
that they will release a new, advanced
line of calculators that resemble personal computers more than traditional
graphing calculators.
“We’re waiting to see what that
looks like,” said See.
Other web-based technologies
which are already integrated into academic life at SLUH, such as Zimbra and
Moodle, will continue to play a large
part in the future, yet not to the extent
where they become virtual classrooms.
Various schools have begun offering
courses completely online, but SLUH
does not anticipate a shift in that direction over the coming years.
“The heart and soul of what we
do here is the relationship between the
teacher and the student,” said Moran.
“I don’t believe there’s any technology
that’s ever going to replace that. The
ones we have in school supplement and
help what we’re already doing. Moodle,
for instance, isn’t a replacement for the
student-teacher relationship. I have no
desire to ever lose that.”
In the past, however, SLUH has
offered online classes through the
University of Missouri to students in
emergency situations where they miss
large periods of class at a time; those,
according to Moran, are dealt with on
a case-by-case basis.
Moran did note, however, that web
classrooms are “a growing technology
in a growing field,” and while becoming
more consistent and interactive over the
past couple of years, it is not something
that is being actively looked at by SLUH
beyond the supplementary resources
that they currently provide.
None of these proposals have been
finalized, and there is no urgent pressure from the administration to create
one. But the debate over the future of
technology at SLUH will continue on,
and as technology evolves, SLUH will
find itself asking whether and how to
grow with it.

Total Computer Usage
by Month and Year
The graph depicts the
approximate hours of
usage for all campus
computers in the fall of
2009 and the fall of 2010.
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Reichold developing SLUH app for class project
by Matt Cooley
core staff

S

t. Louis U. High: there’s an app
for that. As a project for his Intro to iPhone Applications class, junior Luke Reichold is developing
a SLUH-focused app for use on the
iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad.
The free app is designed to be
useful for students and others close
to the school. Reichold plans to add
easy access to PowerSchool grades,
Moodle coursework, and Zimbra email. Access to the school calendar
and sports schedule is also planned. A
simple SLUH-focused game is another
candidate for inclusion. All of it will
have the obligatory iPhone glitz.
“It would have not only a mobile
version of the website, it would incorporate information from the website and
offer a more mobile form of that,” said
Reichold. “(I want to) take advantage
of some of the stuff the iPhone has,

particularly the multi-touch, tilting,
tapping, accelerometer. All that stuff we
had touched on during the semester, and
some of it is just going to be me going
out on a limb and trying to figure out
how to do some of that stuff.”
Reichold emphasized that the app
was in an early stage of development,
and he said that he is seeking feature
suggestions from other students.
Intro to iPhone Applications is in
its inaugural semester in SLUH’s lineup
of Computer Science classes. C++ and
Java are prerequisites because students
use a programming language called
Objective-C that has similarities with
both. Besides programming, the students learn to use Apple’s development
tools to create the iPhone’s characteristic
toolbars, buttons, and other user interface elements.
Reichold plans to finish writing the
code and polishing the user interface
over Christmas break, but the app is

unlikely to be available in the App
Store until a few weeks or months later.
After he finishes development, Intro to
iPhone Applications teacher Dan See
and Director of Information Technology
Jon Dickmann will review his code to
ensure that it will work well. Then the
administration will check that the app
represents SLUH well and give their
stamp of approval. Finally, the app will
have to pass Apple’s review process.
The idea for a SLUH iPhone app
originated with Principal John Moran.
Moran, who owns an iPhone, read
an article in Education Weekly about
schools with apps. Moran noticed that
Boston College High School, a Jesuit
school Moran was familiar with when he
worked at another school in Boston, had
its own app, and he began to consider
having one made for SLUH as well.
Moran discussed the idea of app
development with SLUH’s technology
staff, including See and Dickmann.
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Dickmann said that “Where’s my SLUH
app?” became a running joke in his
technology discussions with Moran
until See developed the iPhone class.
See had planned on making development of the SLUH app a class
project, but realized a few weeks ago
that students did not have time to work
on both a group-developed app and their
own final projects. Reichold continued
to work on the SLUH app and adopted
it as his personal final project.
Although the entry into the iWorld
is another technology milestone for
SLUH, that the app is being developed
by a student is a unique achievement.
Moran said, “What I guess excited
me the most was the idea that if we went
out and paid for some developer to go
and make a nice app for us that would
be okay, but I really like the idea of us
creating it, having a class working on
it, and making it a student project. I’m
thrilled that that’s the way it turned out.”

A look at SLUH’s personal device plans and policy
by Nate Heagney
core staff

A

Kleinschmidt added that people
will continue to use their phone regardless of the penalty, but that he had not
carried his phone around school since
sophomore year, the last time he was
caught.
Freshman David Grigsby added
that the policy was important in preventing possible cheating.
“Every day I see a fair number of
kids with their phones and using them
behind their teachers’ back,” he said.
“(The penalty) seems harsh, but in a
testing situation it prevents possibly
cheating.”
Junior Sean Sullivan said that students using a cell phone would certainly
be distracted and could be a source of
distraction, “I think most of the teachers
are pretty alert and could figure out (if a
student is using his phone). Kids who
are on their cell phone probably aren’t
going to be paying attention,” he said.
With the evolution of phones like
the iPhone, the sophistication with
which students could cheat has reached
a whole new meaning. With phones that
can connect to the Interent immediately,
a student could look up an answer to a
question in a matter of seconds. But
O’Neil doesn’t see that as being much
of a problem if the teacher is attentive.
“During a test, I’m pretty much
watching everybody in class so it would
be pretty difficult to do something like
that. That’s obviously a concern,” said
O’Neil.
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Overall, students seemed to agree
that while the penalty for being caught
with a phone might be a little harsh,
it is effective overall. That opinion
differs when it comes to iPod touches.
“I was caught with an iPod touch
and I felt that a triple jug was an unnecessary punishment. I see how the
disciplinary conduct came into perspective, but I don’t know if a triple
jug is the correct punishment,” said
junior Tom Blood.
Grigsby said that he would like to
use his iPod touch during the day, but
has to wait until after school instead.
“It can kind of be annoying. It’s
not unbearable,” said Grigsby.
Kesterson said he is always looking for possible changes to the system,
including having parents come to pick
up their sons’ device when it has been
confiscated, but at this point he feels
the SLUH system overall is effective.
“I’ve been kicking a couple things
around,” said Kesterson. “I feel confident right now we’re doing the right
thing with the policy we have.”

tech/ed

quick scan of Assistant Principal
for Student Affairs Brock Kesterson’s desk yields a comprehensive
survey of today’s technology. Beginning with his school-issued Apple
laptop and past the box from Student
Council’s recently purchased iPad,
your eyes eventually land on Kesterson’s cell phone, the extremely popular Apple iPhone.
As smart phones like Kesterson’s
become more and more prevalent,
questions arise about the possible
educational value of those phones and
their high-tech capabilities. Kesterson
said that while the school is constantly
examining the benefit something like
a smart-phone could offer to the classroom, he doesn’t see that value now.
“I understand that we as a school
need to be on the cutting edge of technology, and I’m willing to listen and
understand these new more cutting-edge
cell phones and iPods and those types
of devices. I’m willing to look at how
those can become part of the school
in a way that I feel is beneficial,” said
Kesterson, before adding, “I don’t feel
like we’re there yet, (and) the teachers
(aren’t) saying, ‘I need guys to have cell
phones.’”
Kesterson said he tries to weigh
the positives and negatives of the decision, and he doesn’t see the benefits
outweighing the problems at this point.
What those possible benefits are, after
all, is still unclear.
Theology teacher Diego Navarro
doesn’t see a smart phone having much
value in the classroom at this time, either.
“I’m not saying it couldn’t be there,
but I’m not seeing it right now. Maybe
if you were in a lab, like in a chemistry
class, and somehow you had some sort
of scientific instrument you could attach to your device, then maybe,” said
Navarro. “If we needed something like
(a smart-phone), then I could just grab
the laptop cart.”
Overall, teachers agreed that the
distractions the presence of phones
would cause greatly outweighed the
educational benefit of the devices. Those
distractions help to govern Kesterson’s
policy on the devices, which is laid out
explicitly in the handbook. A student
is not allowed to be in possession of a
cell phone or MP3 player that performs
functions other than playing music (such
as iPod Touches) during the school day.
The penalty for getting caught with

those devices is a triple jug for the first
offense and a Saturday jug, a call to the
offending students’ parents, and a $25
fine on the second offense.
However, some students find that
punishment to be a little harsh, including sophomore Phillip Crawford, who
said the policy “doesn’t help combat
the problems with cell phones. Kids are
just going to try and sneak them even
more,” he said.
But history teacher Tim O’Neill
said the policy is warranted and prevents
possible distractions, “If it wasn’t done
that way, everybody would have one and
it would be a complete distraction,” said
O’Neil.
Yet not every one of those cell
phone violations is enforced. Two students interviewed said they had seen
students get caught with a cell phone
but not get in trouble.
O’Neill said that if he saw a student
with a phone in his pocket outside of
class, he might be tempted to just give
a warning, but that overall he thinks the
policy should be enforced as written.
“I think it’s a good policy and it
should be enforced,” said O’Neill.
Senior Kevin Kleinschmidt has
been caught with a cell phone twice
and received a triple jug both times,
but feels that the policy is just.
“I believe it’s fair. I believe that if
you don’t have rules like that, it almost
encourages people to text in class with
no consequence,” said Kleinschmidt.

Dauphin Players
Online

The Dauphin Players have revamped their website with the
help of senior Joe Shaver. The
site has been redesigned and now
includes information about the
theater department, schedules,
and ticket prices. The new site is
available at http://student.sluh.
org/dauphinplayers/.
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Technology staff juggles software, servers, and support tickets
Behind the scenes, maintaining SLUH’s
technology takes lots of work

by Patrick O’Leary
web editor

A

s part of our tech/ed series, we
wanted to find out more about
what Director of Information Technology Jonathan Dickmann and
Technology Advisor John Haefele
do to keep the school’s technological systems running smoothly.
In our studies and in the faculty’s
teaching, technology is used every day. Every day I check PowerSchool; often I log on to Moodle to
review a PowerPoint presentation
from a class I missed; and I consistently check my Zimbra account.
Teachers do the same, though in
different ways. Every day they take
attendance on PowerSchool and
check Zimbra frequently.
However, all of these systems that
help us every day need maintaining.
It’s not that they break every day, but
every now and then, usually at the most
critical times, they seem to choke.
While some know them as the tech
guys, the Jo(h)ns, or simply those guys
who randomly move around the school
popping into classrooms when need

be, what Dickmann and Haefele do on
a daily basis is largely unbeknownst to
the rest of the school and is often taken
for granted. I followed them around for
a couple of hours on Friday to try to get
a glimpse at what they do to make sure
it functioned correctly.
When I entered their office, Haefele
and Dickmann were focused intently on
Haefele’s computer screen, working on
fixing the library’s book checkout system, koha. Dickmann was looking over
Haefele’s shoulder, trying to help him
with the problem. Haefele was sorting
through the code of the program to try
to find the screwed up component.
I was totally lost, as would be most
of the school. Haefele admitted that he
too, was lost as to how the program
worked because it was primarily in
librarian-speak. However, after reading
the code, he was able to grasp how it
functioned. Now the library’s checkout
system is up and running.
Dickmann then made a quick phone
call to school nurse Scott Gilbert, R.N.,
to ensure he was in his office. In a quick
exchange, Gilbert designated where he
wanted the printer that was previously
PHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO

Technology Advisor John Haefele prepares to register student wireless devices.
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Director of Information Technology Jonathan Dickmann backs up a server.

sitting on the table in the tech office,
and Dickmann hooked it up with the
cables he had brought and printed a
couple of test pages to double check
its functioning.
In a way, that’s how the tech guys
operate. They see a problem or a need, go
in, fix it, and get out. That’s what makes
everything work so smoothly. When
something goes awry, it is normally
fixed in a matter of minutes. Although
Dickmann and Haefele work behind the
scenes, they make sure everything on
stage works like it’s supposed to.
With PowerSchool last Monday,
Dickmann and Haefele were able to
move the entire school’s files to a remote server in a day, such that most of
the school didn’t even see a blip on its
radar because it was back up by 7 p.m.
When we got back to the office, I
asked Dickmann what projects he was
currently working on. He described a
few, like the clean-up from the PowerSchool migration, making all student
records electronic from application to
graduation, and updating credit card
transactions to make them more secure.
He said his main goal at the moment was
to hire somebody, though, to fill the gap
left by Dan McGuire’s departure.
Dickmann has mentioned to me
before that often the daily tickets that
faculty and organizations submit take up
a lot of their time. Thus, a third person
in the office is very helpful.

The tickets that the tech department
receive range anywhere from a Zimbra
issue to wanting to add permissions to
a server, or asking for new software.
I watched Haefele as he worked
to resolve an issue for fine arts teacher
Paul Pagano, who was unable use the
auto-complete feature of Zimbra for
some reason.
While he was working on that issue, and remotely controlling Pagano’s
computer, a student came in asking
why his account was disabled. Before
re-enabling the account, Dickmann and
Haefele checked logs to try to see if
someone was trying to log into his account multiple times unsuccessfully or
if there was some other reason for the
blockage. They couldn’t find anything,
so Dickmann quickly re-enabled the
account and the student was on his way.
Haefele went back to trying to fix the
Zimbra issue for Pagano, but unfortunately I had to leave before he figured
it out.
Dickmann and Haefele may not
be the most well known people in the
school, but they certainly are some of
the most helpful to have around. Our
well-functioning computers, relatively
fast internet connection, consistently
working e-mail and grades systems,
and the functioning of the variety of
SLUH’s websites attest to that.
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Without Conley, wrestling takes fifth at Ritenour
by Mike Lumetta
sports editor
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n its first tournament without
senior star captain Espen Conley, the wrestling team (3-2, 0-2
MCC) captured fifth place out
of 11 teams, scoring 125 points
in the Ray Doney Wrestling Invitational Saturday, 28.5 behind
host and champion Ritenour. On
Tuesday, the Jr. Bills wrestled
their second Metro Catholic
Conference dual, losing 44-30 to
Vianney.
SLUH got off to a hot start
Saturday. In the first four rounds,
the team had 21 byes and went 1413 in wrestled matches, with 12 of
the wins being pins. After the third
round, SLUH led the tournament
with 54.5 points. Freshman Sean
Mulligan (112 pounds), junior
captain Will Whitney (145), and
junior Joe Mungenast (160) led
the team throughout the early part
of the tournament, combining for
seven pins. Mungenast pinned his
second-round opponent from Park
Hill Central in 13 seconds.
The fifth and final round of
pool play, however, was more upand-down for the Jr. Bills. Mulligan
wrestled a tough match against
Dillon Ball of Park Hill Central
for the championship. Ball got off
to a quick start with a double-leg
takedown early in the first, but
Mulligan eventually muscled out a
switch to get a 3-2 lead. The match
went back and forth until the third,
when Ball started on bottom and
got a stand-up to go ahead 6-5.
Mulligan worked for a takedown
but could not get anything. After
going out of bounds with 0:02.6
remaining in the third, Mulligan
hit a head-and-arm on the restart,
but time ran out before he could
get control. With the loss, Mulligan
took second to Ball.
Mulligan said that neutral is his
weakest position. Of his struggle to
get a takedown down the stretch,
he said, “I just haven’t practiced
hard enough and long enough to
be confident in myself. I mean, I
have the skill to do it, and I just
gotta drill it enough times to really
get confident in myself to go out

Junior captain Will Whitney rides legs against Westminster’s Forrest Obenhause in the 145-pound championship match of
the Ray Doney Invitational.

there and know I can do it and be
able to hit it.”
Despite the loss, SLUH also
got some key victories in the round.
Sophomore Jack Flotte (130) got
a first-period pin on a half, and
junior Evan Chipley (152) fended
off a McCluer North opponent.
The win advanced Chipley to the
third-place match.
Whitney held off a tough McCluer North opponent as well. He
worked hard from top to get three
back points on an armbar and rode
legs on his opponent for some
time, winning 8-5. Mungenast got
a second short pin, this time with a
cradle in 34 seconds. Both Whitney
and Mungenast advanced to title
matches.
After sophomore Alex Tackes
(119) lost his third-place match
to start the medal round, junior
Nick Danter (135) got a win in his
third-place match. Little happened
in the first period, but Danter got a
stand-up in the second after starting from bottom. On top to start
the third, he extended his lead by
riding legs, working a power half
to a leg-dive for a 4-0 lead. He held

on to win 8-3.
Danter said, “I started off kind
of slow today, but I was able to get
more aggressive toward the end of
the day, work my moves, and take
third place at the end of the day.”
The medal matches went
downhill from there, though.
Whitney faced a tough title match
against Westminster’s Forrest
Obenhaus, who hit a head-and-arm
on him early to go up 5-0.
Whitney hit a sweep of the
third period to bring it back to
9-7 and struggled for much of the
period to turn Obenhaus without
success. At around 0:18, he let
Obenhaus up and got another
sweep, but he fell 10-9.
After Chipley lost a tough
third-place match 6-4 in overtime,
Mungenast lost a match similar to
Whitney’s. He got a 4-0 lead in
the second on a cradle, but was
reversed to his back, giving up
five points. His opponent, McCluer
North’s Conner Linehan, won the
championship 10-8.
Mungenast said he has to focus on wrestling the whole match,
especially the third period. “What

happened, and what Coach (Todd)
Clements reminded me, is that I just
need to keep wrestling,” he said.
The Jr. Bills made some
mistakes in the tournament, but
overall they consistently had solid
performances. Assistant coach
Todd Clements, who coached
SLUH with assistant coach Sean
O’Brien in head coach Jon Ott’s
absence, said that several times the
team came close but lost because
of a small mistake.
“It’s eliminating those mental
errors, those mistakes you make,
and not having those. If you take
those out, they win,” Clements said.
Whitney said that guys stepped
up well, and that without Conley
and without a champion the result
was very good.
“We had Evan Chipley stepping up in Espen’s place. Granted,
it’s tough losing Espen, but we have
somebody who’s a great replacement,” Whitney said.
Tuesday at Vianney, SLUH
took an early lead in the lower
weight classes. Mulligan battled
well from neutral in the first and
threw a head-and-arm twice, the
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second time resulting in a pin
on a grapevine. With a bye from
sophomore Nick Geiser and a pin
by Flotte, the Jr. Bills grabbed an
18-6 lead.
Vianney, though, seized
the middle weights—normally
SLUH’s strength—in matches
that could have gone either way.
Danter and senior Hans Brende
(140) both lost difficult matches,
and then Whitney faced Vianney
senior Nick Dondzila. Dondzila
took advantage when Whitney got
high with legs in, reversed him in
the first and second periods, and
held a steady lead throughout,
eventually winning 15-10.
The Lux twins rounded out
Vianney’s streak soundly. After
171, Vianney was up 35-18.
A bright spot came at 189,
though. Junior Tom Stevens hit a
few good leg shots in the first period
and worked a strong cross-face
series off the second takedown. He
ended the series with a cross-face
cradle and a pin.
Vianney wins at 215 and 285,
though, put the match beyond reach.
But sophomore Ryan Arroyo (103)
did get a third-period pin when he
doubled off in a scramble and ran
a half to make the final 44-30.
“There were a couple matches
where we put ourselves out of range
by not attacking first, by letting
them dictate the pace,” said O’Brien
of the loss. “But for every one of
those matches, … they hit a move
we’ve been working in practice,
they fought to the end.”
Now, as the team heads into
Christmas break and the most grueling tournament of the season—the
Spartan—the Jr. Bills have only one
healthy senior, Brende. The juniors,
especially Whitney, will have to
step up and lead the young team.
Said Clements, “These juniors
have to step up and lead by example.
It’s leading in the practice room.”
SLUH will compete next in a
quad with Troy, Fort Zumwalt East,
and Ritenour Wednesday at 1:30 in
the Danis Field House.

Hockey rebounds, now faces DeSmet and CBC

by Nathan
core staff

S

Rubbelke

even days the St. Louis U.
High hockey team (7-3)
waited, yearning for redemption. After an 11-2 loss to CBC
on Dec. 3, the Jr. Bills notched
two crucial wins last Friday and
Saturday night, leaving the CBC
loss behind.
The BobMarleybills faced off
against the Kirkwood Pioneers, one
of the top 10 teams in the area, on
Friday evening. The Jr. Bills immediately skated well as sophomore
forward Chase Berger found the
back of the net 1:08 into the game.
Fellow sophomore Stephen Lordo
would make it a 2-0 lead in the final
minute of the first period.
Berger shined the rest of the
evening, adding two more goals in
the second period to give SLUH
a 4-0 lead heading into the third
period. Berger’s two additional
goals gave him his first hat trick
of the season, and his second in
his short SLUH career.

Kirkwood would score the
final goal of the game early in the
third period, giving SLUH a 4-1
victory. Senior netminder Justin
Ragland stopped 22 shots in the
win.
While the scoring ended early
in the third period, there still were
fireworks. With eight minutes left
in the game, a fight erupted. Junior
defenseman Joey Luongo went
up against an antagonistic Jared
Lemcke from Kirkwood. Luongo
held the size advantage at 6 feet,
180 pounds compared to Lemcke’s
5’8’’x, 140 stature. Lemcke fought
very competitively as he had more
experience with fighting and is very
muscular.
“He might not have started it,
but he did finish it,” said Berger of
Luongo.
Head coach Charlie Busenhart
was not very thrilled with the fight.
“It was two guys who did
something really stupid,” said
Busenhart, citing high testosterone
levels for the fighting.

Luongo, while somewhat embarrassed about the fight, admitted,
“I thought it was the right time for
fighting.” He received a two game
suspension for the fight.
The Jr. Bills were right back
at it Saturday night against Seckman. They came out strong, scoring twice in the first five minutes.
Berger, still riding his momentum
from Friday night, scored four
minutes in. Freshman Christian
Hoffmeister added a goal 1:11 later.
Senior Matt Potter added two goals
in the second period to give the Jr.
Bills a 4-0 lead after two periods
of skating.
Junior Alec Lombardo and
senior Ryan Reding added two
more goals in the third period for
the 6-1 win.
Busenhart was proud of his
team’s performance in the two
games, especially the strong play
from his supporting cast of players. He also noted the efficiency
of his players in creating scoring
opportunities.

“The scoring was from the
people who stepped up and created scoring opportunities,” said
Busenhart.
Even in victories, coaches are
always thinking how their team
can improve, and Busenhart is no
different. As he looks back at this
past weekend, he sees a team that
needs to tighten up in the third
period.
“We played two very solid
periods (each night), and let up in
the third period giving them opportunities,” said Busenhart.
The Jr. Bills will be very busy
over the break, playing a total of
four games. They will be in action
tonight at Queeny Ice Rink against
Jesuit rival DeSmet at 9:30 p.m.
and seek redemption on Monday
evening at Affton Ice Rink against
CBC at 9:15 p.m.
“We have to get CBC back,
bottom line,” said an enthusiastic
Berger.
Busenhart looks for his team
to play strong in both contests, and

will be calling upon his supporting
cast to help bring home victories.
“We are expecting similar
things from them,” he said.

Friday, December 17
9:30 at Queeny Rec. Complex vs. DeSmet
Monday, December 20
9:15 at Affton Ice Rink
vs. CBC
Monday, December 27
9:15 at Affton Ice Rink vs.
Lindbergh
Saturday, January 1
8:30 at Affton Ice Rink vs.
Chaminade
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Jr. Bills finish 4th at Webster Classic;
team sits at .500 going into DeSmet game
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT

Junior Daniel Schmidt shoots a jump shot over an MICDS defender. Schmidt
posted a career-high 13 points as the Billikens went on to victory.

By Nate Heagney
Core Staff

T

o this point in the year, the
Jr. Billiken basketball team
(4-4) has been through major ups
and downs, winning and losing
blowouts and close games alike.
Eight games into the season, the
Jr. Bills stand at an even .500,
and are hoping they have their
feet under them and are ready to
become a more consistent squad.
Coming off of a second place
finish at the Southside Classic and
a blowout loss to CBC, the Jr. Bills
entered the prestigious Webster
Classic. Last year, they rallied to
win the consolation championship
after dropping their opening round
game. This year was the opposite,

as the Jr. Bills won a thriller in their
first game against Marquette before
dropping the next two, to Lee’s
Summit and Oakville, respectively.
The Lee’s Summit game was one
in which the Billikens got behind
early and could never fight back. In
the Oakville game, SLUH led the
defending State final four Tigers
for much of the game, but couldn’t
hold on for a victory.
The two losses left the Jr. Bills
below .500 with several tough
MCC games looming. The team
would need to win in its game at
MICDS if it wanted to maintain a
good shot at finishing with a winning season.
The Jr. Bills delivered, outscoring MICDS by nine in the

fourth quarter to pull away with a
56-46 victory.
“I think the things we learned
in the Webster Tournament helped
us pull away in the end,” said SLUH
coach John Ross.
MICDS came out playing a
zone defense, which SLUH was
able to exploit early, finding senior
Mo Oginni down low for easy
dunks. Mo putting on a show in
the post opened opportunities for
guards junior Matt Clark and senior
Sam Hill to get open looks from the
outside. While the Jr. Bill offense
was clicking better than it had for
much of the season, the team finished with a solid 19 assists. But
MICDS stayed within arm’s length,
and after three quarters the score
was 37-36 in favor of SLUH.
But SLUH pulled away in the
fourth quarter behind big contributions from Hill, Clark, and Oginni,
for the 56-46 win. Hill finished
with 12 points and five assists,
while Clark had 13 points and five
assists. Oginni finished with 14
points, 12 of them on dunks, while
also dominating the glass, posting
11 rebounds and five blocks, and
displaying the type of game the
team was expecting from him
coming into the season.
“I’d like to see that a lot. I still
think there are a lot of things he can
improve on as well and that’s what
we’re working on with him, to try
and become that type of player we
saw against MICDS,” said Ross.
SLUH also received a big
contribution from junior Daniel
Schmidt, whose work in the high
post and in the middle of the press
break was a big boost for the Jr.
Billikens.
“We felt more comfortable
going with Daniel Schmidt as opposed to maybe going with two
big guys because of his ability to
receive the ball at mid-court, make
good decisions on his passes and

Kickboxers fight exhibition bouts
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Draw huge Activity
Period crowd
by Brian
reporter

A

by senior Javier ”Pak-Man” Duren,
the Tigers made the plays down
the stretch necessary for victory,
47-43. The inexperienced Jr. Bill
squad doesn’t have much practice
in close games and needs to work
on closing out games, one factor
especially encouraging about the
MICDS win.
SLUH hopes to get its first
victory over rival DeSmet in two
years, tonight in the season’s home
opener at the Danis Fieldhouse at
7:00 p.m., DeSmet is 5-1 and is
led by 6’8” sophomore standout
Nolan Berry, grandson of SLUH
legend “Easy” Ed McCauley. Hill
said SLUH’s improved teamwork
can be a source of hope against the
Spartans.
“We’re getting better chemistry. We’re starting to realize what
players are supposed to do now
instead of just a lot of inexperienced
players and a few players who have
been here before. We can rely on
each other,” said Hill.
Oginni said that a large crowd
would be an added boost for him
and his teammates,“I feed off the
crowd,” he said.

Vol. XIII, Issue 5
In past issues of the Prep News, students would
submit poems and short stories concerning
Christmas. Ed Ahearn, class of 1949, only spent
three years at SLUH, as he attended Fordham Prep
in New York City for his freshman year. During his
time at SLUH, Ahearn was an honor student, a coeditor of the Dauphin, and a member of the Science
Club and the Writing Club. He wrote the following
poem:
“Awaiting Santa” by Ed Ahearn
It’s late enough on Christmas eve,
The folks are snug in bed,
Let’s settle down upon the hearth
To wait for Santa’s tread.
When the bright moon comes from behind a cloud
To brighten up the place,
We’ll see him racing o’er the earth
With kindness on his face.

Curran

s senior Phil Hogrebe
stepped outside the box
of white tape to avoid senior
Alex Cross’s punch, parts of
the crowd in the Joseph Schulte
Theater lept to their feet, shouting “Oh!”
Moments like this were common on Tuesday during Activity
Period in the theater as St. Louis
U. High’s kickboxing class held
seven fights, each consisting of
two one-minute rounds. The first
fights showcased the lighter boxers, including seniors Dan Chiodini
and Patrick Hart, while the last two
rounds featured the heavyweight
division of the class, including
Cross and Hogrebe.
Both students and teachers
were excited about the boxing
matches. Despite not being announced until the Monday afterschool announcements, students
and faculty filled the theater so that
some people had to stand to watch
the matches.
History teacher Joe Porter

take guys on the dribble every once
in a while,” said Ross.
Previous to the MICDS win,
the Jr. Bills saw a little bit of everything in the Webster Classic.
They opened the tournament
with a 48-46 win over Marquette.
Marquette big man Ryan Rosburg
was dominant scoring over half of
his team’s points. But the Mustangs
were unable to generate much other
offense, leaving a close game in the
final minutes.
The Jr. Bills had the ball with
under 10 seconds to go and the
game when junior Alex McNeil
tossed up a wild shot. The shot
was no good, but Oginni followed
up the miss for the game-winning
basket.
That set the Jr. Bills up for a
semifinal game against Lee’s Summit. The Tigers, out of Kansas City,
used hot three-point shooting early
to bury the Jr. Bills. Lee’s Summit
outscored SLUH 36-17 over one
16-minute span.
That set the team up in a third
place game against Oakville. As
Ross said, SLUH led for much of
the game, and entered the fourth
quarter up by three. However, led

Soon be the time when he’ll arrive,
Hark, a footstep on the stair!
Could it be he came that way?
But no, it’s Mama there.

Senior Dan Raterman lunges for fellow senior Jake Chisolm in a kickboxing match on
Tuesday.

said, “I definitely thought the atmosphere was really neat,” noting
the large crowd that showed up.
Some of the students really
seemed pumped about the matches,
and a few seemed interested in
taking the kickboxing class. Sophomore John Ottenlips said, “I would
definitely take that class next year,”
even though he only saw the last
couple of matches.
This two-day-a-week class,
taught by P.E. teacher Patrick Zar-

rick, is the first SLUH kickboxing
class approved to meet during the
school year. Zarrick said, “It’s been
very gratifying to teach.”
Likewise, his students seemed
to enjoy the class.
“We had a lot of fun,” said
senior Austin Winn, who boxed
senior John Taaffe in the third bout.
Senior Dan Raterman said the
course was “a lot more fun than a
normal PE class,” describing it as
more like a martial arts course.

She beckons us return to sleep,
The midnight watch forsake,
And so the thoughts of Christmas morn
To bed with us we take.
This year Santa came too late,
But next year try again,
He will come to bring us joy
And we may see him then.
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the Ritenour Invitational and at
Vianney, he coached some of his
teammates’ matches.
“I got my first couple coaching wins at Ritenour. I’m thinking
about taking Coach O’Brien’s spot.
He’s in my sights,” Conley joked.
But, on a day-to-day basis,
Conley is fulfilling his duties as
the only senior captain by going
to practices and tournaments at the
same time as the other wrestlers,
arriving at Ritenour at 6:30 a.m.
with the other wrestlers. He also
makes sure to keep his teammates
motivated and focused, especially
junior captain Will Whitney, his
drilling partner prior to the injury.
“I’m trying to keep on with
them early in the mornings, early at
tournaments, enjoying the struggle
with them, the struggle that is the
wrestling season, with them as
much as I can,” Conley said.
On a personal note, Conley is
trying to keep in shape as much as
possible and is looking forward to
returning in the spring. He still goes
to the gym daily for upper body
lifts—back, shoulders, chest, and
arm workouts.
“While this time sucks because
I can’t spend it wrestling, (I) can’t

get fat, can’t not do anything, because I know if I sit then I’ll get
lazy,” said Conley.
In approximately eight days,
Conley can walk in a boot and
stretch his leg.
“I just can’t wait to get back
to walking. These crutches suck,”
said Conley.
When he returns in the spring,
Conley will immediately get back
into cardio and wrestling workouts
in preparation for the freestyle
season and college. He will run
on his own time, and he will train
with several groups: Nation’s Best,
or whichever offseason program
SLUH wrestling attends, Team
Missouri Select (a group of Missouri’s best wrestlers, many from
the St. Charles area), and with
SLUH head coach Jon Ott.
“I plan to be back in shape,
period. I don’t plan on missing a
beat,” he said.
Conley is applying to participate in Senior Nationals in Virginia
Beach in April. Typically, only state
finalists—first- or second-place
finishers—qualify, but there is
an appeals process for cases such
as Conley’s. He will also return
to Fargo, N.D., for the ASICS/
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Vaughan Junior National Championships.
Conley still plans on wrestling
at an NCAA Division I school, but
the injury has damaged his chances
somewhat.
“Without a state title, I probably won’t get any money,” he
explained.
Before his injury, he received
interest from Oklahoma and
Maryland at this year’s National
tournament. Now Conley will
ideally sign with the University
of Missouri-Columbia in April,
without receiving a scholarship.
He has talked to Missouri coach
Brian Smith.
“I’ll be on the team. I’ll be
in the room and prove myself and
hopefully my second year earn a
scholarship, and I’ll be right there,”
said Conley.
Conley is determined, though,
to wrestle in college. He said, “I
have all the intention of coming
back next year and wrestling D-I.”
His high school career is over,
but he still feels that his other goals
are definitely attainable.
“It’s not over, that’s for sure,”
Conley said.
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT

B Basketball (4-1)

Monday, December 13
SLUH 46, MICDS 45
The B basketball team improved
its record to 4-1 with a win over
MICDS on Monday. Down one
with nine seconds left, Brian
Howard made a clutch shot to win
the game.
—Ben Hutchison

Thursday, December 9
SLUH 38, Vianney 37
Shaan Carr had a key three-pointer
to send the game into overtime and
another three-pointer to send the
game to a second overtime. Jordan
Griffin had the winning lay-up as
time expired to win the game.
—Stephen Lumetta
Monday, December 13
MICDS 37, SLUH 28
After the Jr. Bills allowed MICDS
to score 13 unanswered points in
the second quarter, they started to
come back in the third quarter, but
were stopped in the fourth quarter
by stiff defense as the team lost its
first game.
—Stephen Lumetta
Wednesday, December 15
SLUH 46, Fox 37
Alex Piening and Eric Bell led the
way on offense. Ollie Tetamble provided great defense and perimeter
shooting. These team leaders, and
great defense gave the Jr. Bill’s its
fifth win.
—Michael Daugherty
Thursday December 9
SLUH 31, Vianney 19
Andrew Slaughter had over half
of SLUH’s points with 16 as the
Jr. Bills got another win over an
MCC opponent.
—Stephen Lumetta

JV Hockey (6-1-1)

Conley (right) had hopes of finally winning a state championship his senior year.

Racquetball
now halfway
to State
by Fritz Simmon
reporter

Compiled by Conor Gearin

T

he St. Louis U. High racquetball team has rolled
over its competition, achieving a
record of 5-0 so far this season.
Despite being undefeated thus
far, the team feels that the journey to State will not be easy.
“We need to keep getting better because everyone else is going
to improve so we will be playing
tougher games,” said senior captain
and No. 1 seed Nick Schmidt.
The team knows that even
though its record is the best, some
team members are reaching their
peaks now. These players realize
that even though they are the best
in their seed right now, the competition is gunning for them.
“We have to play the best racquetball we can play every time and
never play down to our opponents,”
said head coach Joseph Koestner.
With this attitude, it will be
hard to stop the Jr. Bills from a
State title.
“All we need to do to have
success during the rest of the season

JVD Hockey (4-1)

Saturday, December 11
SLUH 2, Rockwood Summit 1
The Jr. Bills won thanks to goals by
freshmen Nick Thomas and Jack
Kinzel. Freshman goalie Brendan
Haselhorst made some great saves
to preserve the victory.
—Jack Kinzel

JV 1-1 Racquetball
C (White) Basketball (4-1) Wednesday, December 15

C (Blue) Basketball (3-3)

Forecast printed with permission
of the National Weather Service.
St. Louis, MO Weather
Service Office
Phone: 636-441-8467
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Thursday, December 9
SLUH 2, Francis Howell Central 2
The Jr. Bills led the way most of
the game, with goals coming from
freshmen Liam FitzGerald and Stan
Pawlow, but surrendered a goal
with 30 seconds remaining to settle
for a tie against a tough FHC team.
—Jack Kinzel
Sunday, December 12
Vianney 3, SLUH 1
SLUH dropped its first loss of the
season despite out-shooting the
Griffins 26-18. Freshman Jack
Kinzel scored the Jr. Bills’ lone
goal in the loss.
—Jack Kinzel
and at State is to keep playing like
we are right now,” said junior No.
6 Jack Mohrmann.
“We have to keep doing what
we’re doing and don’t ever underestimate our opponents,” said
junior No. 4 Rob Laurentius.
Though they cannot compete
on the varsity level, the underclassmen teams’ attitudes are reflecting
the varsity’s drive.
For the rest of the Jr. Bills, the
goal is also to win out. SLUH’s
JV1-1 team is currently 6-0, and
this goal looks like it is within its
reach.
“Our biggest obstacle will be
Parkway West. We should be able to
handle everyone else,” said junior
JV 1-1 player Will Powers.
The JV 2-1 team, currently 5-0,
feels like it has a great chance of
going undefeated as well.
“I’m very pleased with the

SLUH 5, Parkway West 0
The top JV squad swept Parkway West. Junior doubles team
members Kevin Landgraf and
Will Powers put up a dominating
performance, winning 15-3, 15-2.
Sophomore Lorenzo Crim also
helped the team with a shutout in
the second game of his match.

JV 1-2 Racquetball

Wednesday, December 15
Parkway West 4, SLUH 1
SLUH racquetball’s only loss on
the day came to Parkway West’s
top JV team. Freshman Thomas
Riganti helped break up the Parkway sweep, winning 15-9, 15-10.

JV 2-1 Racquetball

Wednesday, December 15
SLUH 4, Parkway West 1
Four dominating performances by
juniors Ryan Shea, Luke Hagerty,
and Jack Sellman and senior Nick
Lewchenko helped the Jr. Bills win.
—Eric Mueth

JV Wrestling

Friday, December 10
Pattonville Quad Meet
The JV wrestled at the Pattonville
Quad on Friday in a freshmansophomore tournament. A young
team comprised almost entirely of
first-year wrestlers struggled, but
the quad was highlighted by two
pins from freshman Jim Onder, who
was wrestling up a weight class at
140 pounds.
—Clark DeWoskin
Tuesday, December 14
Vianney 33, SLUH 30
Freshman Brandon Bollinger and
sophomore Justin McManemin
secured pins at 112 and 125, respectively.
—Clark DeWoskin

C Wrestling (4-0)

SLUH 69, Vianney 12
SLUH C wrestling defeated Vianney 69-12 on Tuesday, Dec.
14. Freshmen wrestlers Patrick
Mooney, Sean Miller, and Jim
Onder got pins. The team remains
undefeated.
—Sam Greaves
overall effort, performance and
swag of the team and look forward
to keeping the undefeated season
going,” said junior JV 2-1 captain
Ryan Shea.
SLUH’s JV 1-2 team is presently 1-2. They have lost two
close matches, and hopefully, their
season will turn itself around.
To cap it off, SLUH’s JV 2-2,
led by coach and scratch A player
Mike Laurentius, is also 1-2 on the
season.
“We need to keep our opponents on the edge, execute the right
shots, and stay focused throughout
the entire match,” said junior JV
2-2 player Dan Jost.
If every player is able to keep
to Jost’s game plan, it will be hard
to stop the Jr. Bills. At 18-4 for all
five teams at the halfway point in
the season, things are looking good
for SLUH.
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Today

Senior Exams
AP		
Sr. Project Missioning Ceremony
		Snack–Pretzel Braids
4pm		
C Basketball Blue vs. DeSmet
		
C Basketball White @ Desmet
5:30pm B Basketball vs. DeSmet
7pm
Basketball vs. DeSmet
9:30pm Hockey vs. DeSmet @ Queeny Ice Rink
Lunch Special—Chicken Strips
		Healthy—Roasted Turkey
Faculty Christmas Party

No Classes

Friday, December 24

No Classes 8:30pm Hockey vs. Chaminade

Christmas Break
TBA Basketball @ MICDS Tournament

Saturday, January 1

Christmas Eve
10pm
Christmas Eve Mass

No Classes

Wednesday, December 22

No Classes

Senior Grades Due
Senior Project Starts
6pm
B Basketball @ St. Charles Tournament
7pm
Hockey vs. Vianney

Saturday, December 25
Sunday, December 26

Basketball @ MICDS Tournament

Christmas Break
9:15pm Hockey vs. Lindbergh
TBA
Basketball @ MICDS Tournament

Tuesday, January 4
AP
Rosary
C Basketball Blue @ Vianney
No Classes 4pm
5:30pm B Basketball @ Vianney
7pm
Basketball @ Vianney
Wednesday, January 5

No Classes AP

Two SLUH alumni with national reputations
passed away this month:

4:30pm

Freshman English Tutorial
College Visits:
Boston College (M115)
C Basketball White @ Layfayette

No Classes

Thursday, December 30

No Classes Friday, January 7

Christmas Break
9am
Wrestling @ The Spartan Tournament
TBA
Basketball @ MICDS Tournament

AP
Junior Class Meeting
3:30pm Raquetball vs. DeSmet
4:30pm C Wrestling vs. DeSmet
JV Wrestling vs. MICDS

3:30pm
4pm
5:30pm
7pm		
9pm

Schedule R

Schedule R

Schedule R

Thursday, January 6

Wednesday, December 29

Christmas Break
TBA Basketball @ MICDS Tournament

Schedule R

Monday, January 3

Merry Christmas!

Tuesday, December 28

No Classes

Christmas Break

Christmas Break
8am
JV Wrestling @ Mehlville
9am
Wrestling @ The Spartan Tournament

Tuesday, December 21
Christmas Break
2pm
C Basketball Blue @ CBC
3:15pm C Basketball White @ CBC
Christmas Break
1pm Wrestling vs. Troy/Ritenour/FZE
TBA
Basketball @ MICDS Tournament

No Classes Friday, December 31

Monday, December 27

Sunday, December 19

11am
KEEN
Monday, December 20
Christmas Break
4pm
C Basketbal White vs. DuBourg
4:30pm	B Basketball vs. DuBourg
6pm
Varsity Basketball vs. DuBourg
9:15pm Hockey vs. CBC @ Affton

Thursday, December 23

TBA

Saturday, December 18

5pm

Slim-Jim Wassail

December 17, 2010

JV Raquetball @ Ladue
C Basketball Blue @ Chaminade
B Basketball @ Chaminade
Basketball @ Chaminade
Hockey vs. Chaminade
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Hank Raymonds, ’42, was on the St.
Louis University basketball team that won
the National Invitational Tournament, and
was the coach at Marquette from 1978 to
1983. For more information on Raymonds,
you can read the Post-Dispatch obituary.
The link is posted below:
http://www.stltoday.com/sports/college/
slu/article_ffc7cfd6-0177-11e0-99b500127992bc8b.html. Check the Prep News
for an upcoming feature on Raymonds.
Fr. Francis X. Cleary, S.J., ’47, was a
teacher of sacred scripture at SLU, and the
unofficial authority on the exorcism of a
14-year old boy that took place on SLU’s
campus and was made famous by the 1973
film The Exorcist. Cleary was also a recipient
of the Backer Award. For more information
on Cleary, you can read the Post-Dispatch
obituary. The link is posted below:
http://www.stltoday.com/sports/college/
slu/article_ffc7cfd6-0177-11e0-99b500127992bc8b.html

Christmas Past
December 19, 2000
Vol. LXV, Issue 14: “Junior Tim Stoverink returns to class:
Accident nearly left him paralyzed”
Considered a true Christmas miracle, Stoverink was able
to attend classes three days a week after being in an car
crash on Oct. 7. Stoverink’s recovery was accredited to
the medical team at the Head Injury Research Center and
SLUH graduate Michael Slate, his cognitive therapist. Due
to a very smooth return to school, Stoverink said, “I really
feel that I belong here. I feel they’d still be with me even
if I was not normal. I realize how fortunate I am to have
chosen this as my school.”
December 16, 1949
Vol. XIII, Issue 5: “Santa Reaches Into Sock for Seniors’
Xmas Dance”
Due to the seniors impressive fundraising during the Fall
Frolic, the charge for the senior dance was waived. Because
the seniors were admitted for free, the senior class decided
to invite the juniors. Juniors who wanted to come could
purchase pre-dance tickets for fifty cents. Seniors coming
stag were also charged the same rate.

Merry Christmas from the Prep News

