“If nothing else, value the truth”
VOLUME LXXV

ST. LOUIS UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2010

sluh.org/prepnews

PHOTO BY TED WIGHT

Schmelter renovates
SLUH admission process
Aims to tap new
sources of applicants
by Nick Fandos
editor in chief

B

eginning with the hiring of Director
of Admissions Anja Schmelter last
spring, St. Louis U. High has begun tailoring its admissions to extend its reach.
The majority of the changes will come as
part of an increased marketing campaign
to promote the school to communities and
individual students previously untapped
to bolster the shrinking pool of traditional
applicants.
According to Schmelter, the Archdiocese of St. Louis has seen declining
enrollments in its parochial schools over the
last several years. Parochial schools in the
archdiocese typically charge tuition, hitting
recession-ridden families hard and fueling
the movement of many of those families into
the public school system. These parochial
schools have traditionally been SLUH’s most

prolific feeder-schools.
In addition to the drop in enrollment
within the Archdiocese, lower birth rates in
the late 1990s, and a drop in the number of
boys in the St. Louis area, have led to and
will continue to lead to a shrinking pool of
high school-aged students in the coming
years. These changes leave SLUH and its
competitors with a challenge to search for
new sources of applicants.
“In the past we have done nothing to
try to attract those students. We’ve left that
up to them to come to us versus us trying to
promote the school to them,” said Schmelter.
She explained that going forward, such assumptions will not work.
Schmelter has a rich background in
marketing—she previously worked as the
Director of U.S. Cardiovascular Sales and
Marketing at Medtronic Inc.—and will use
that background to begin a more intense
marketing campaign at SLUH.
Some marketing effort was made last
year prior to Schmelter’s hiring, particularly
in the area of print advertisement. To date,
SLUH has run print advertisements in seven
publications, including the St. Louis Review,

Logan premiered last
night; Probst, ’08, starred
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by Jack Witthaus
reporter

T

he red carpet was unrolled and the popcorn
was popped for the world
premiere of the movie Logan,
which played to an exclusive
audience at Ronnies 20 Cine
on Sept. 2.
In the movie, Patrick Probst
’08, stars as Tyler Hoffman, the
older brother of the protagonist
Logan Hoffman, played by
child star Leo Howard, who
Patrick Probst, ’08, and his brother, junior Christian Probst,
was cast in G.I. Joe: Rise of
greet their fans at last night’s premier.
Cobra. The plot centers on the
brothers as Logan pursues his dream of mak- is the high school band leader.
ing a movie and enlists his brother’s help.
“There’s a pretty neat relationship beAt first, Tyler throws Logan’s ideas out, but tween Doc (Koestner) and I,” Patrick Probst
later realizes his mistake and tries to make said. “It was fun to work with Doc.”
amends.
Logan was filmed in the summer of
“The movie has a good message,” said 2009 mainly in South County and the St.
Patrick Probst’s mother and biggest fan, Julie Louis area. The filming took six weeks and
Probst. “The producer Kyle Lawrence is a was exhausting for the actors, so Thursday
Christian youth minister, and the movie has night was all about celebrating.
Christian moral values.”
Rolling out of a white limousine,
“It was a great story, something I could Patrick and Christian Probst both walked
really sink my teeth into as an actor. I saw a the red carpet before camera-popping fans
lot of myself in Tyler,” Patrick Probst said. and media. Their parents and grandmother
Two other St. Louis U. High natives watched the boys with pride from behind
are featured in the movie. Junior Christian the ropes. Christian’s and Patrick’s excited
Probst, brother of Patrick, has a small cameo grins were as bright as the lights.
part, and fine arts teacher Joseph Koestner
see LOGAN, 8
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Above: Running of the Bills The latest freshman class goes through the traditional SLUH
rite-of-passage, the Running of the Bills. The shirtless freshmen scream encouragement to their team while
simultaneously trying to attract the attention of young ladies with their impressive physique. Football faced
off against Parkway North and won; see article, page 5.

the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, and St. Louis
Magazine. The school has a quarter-page ad
in St. Louis Magazine this month.
In addition to print advertisements, the
school distributed free SLUH-themed car
magnets earlier this year, to put SLUH’s
name onto the St. Louis streets.
However, Schmelter sees numerous
other unexplored outlets to promote the
school.
“One of my ideas is in trying to target
certain zip codes or certain prospective student populations, one of the things we can
do is direct mailing either to invite them to
our Open House or to invite them to a certain

event,” said Schmelter. Several of SLUH’s
competitor schools have implemented such
mailings. Schmelter noted that because she
started at SLUH such a short time before the
start of the annual admissions season, the
mailings will most likely not be implemented
until later this school year.
According to Schmelter, it is not only
the method of reaching potential students, but
what message the school delivers and what
it looks like that are important. Schmelter
has continued efforts begun last year to
streamline marketing materials, making sure
that the information presented online, in
mailings, and in new recruitment materials

see ADMISSIONS, 8
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McPherron, ’80, makes
major archaelogical find
in southwest France. He is employed by the
Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Biology in Leipzig, Germany, the city he now
calls home. However, he does most of his
work at field projects in Ethiopia, Morocco,
by Conor Gearin
and France.
news editor
The project in Dikika, Ethiopia, gained
significance in the internahen I called Shantional scientific community
non McPherron ’80
when the team found animal
for an international phone
bones marked by what they
call interview, I could tell
believe are stone tools. While
he was outside somewhere
animal bones marked by
from the gusts of wind and
utensils can be readily found
static coming through. Afat most modern dinner tables,
ter answering, he told me to
they become harder to find
hold for a moment and conthe farther back in prehisversed quickly in French to
tory one goes. This discovery
a nearby colleague —all I
pushes the earliest evidence of
caught was the word minute
meat consumption with stone
or minutes—before telling
tools—and stone tool use in
me to go ahead.
Shannon McPherron in the field.
general—back 800,000 years,
McPherron, a Paleolithic
archaeologist, left St. Louis in the ’80’s to approximately 3.4 million years ago. The
for a globetrotting lifestyle in pursuit of team published a report about their find in
artifacts and remains from earlier humans the scientific journal Nature; McPherron was
and hominins. I spoke to him while he was the lead author of the report.
see DIKIKA, 4
in the field at the Haute de Combe-Capelle

Lives in Leipzig,
works in Africa, France
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Football defeats North 42-28
The Jr. Bills had a strong showing against
Parkway North; will they triumph once more
against Ladue? Page 5

Hussung goes on sabbatical
English teacher Chuck Hussung will be taking theatre classes at Wash. U. and participating in a week-long silent retreat. Page 2

Letter: Students’ sustainability
The administration has taken the initiative
on sustainable environmental policies, but
students haven’t taken up the torch. Page 3

XC prepares for First Capital Inv.
Led by senior Tim Rackers and a strong core
of runners, cross country goes for back-toback State championships. Page 6

Beckerle spends summer in Quebec
Senior Andrew Beckerle immersed himself
in Quebecois language and culture while
farming with his host family. Page 4

Film essay: impact of Inception
Film reviewer Michael Blair realizes that
Inception’s artistic mediocrity is not the last
word on its worth. Page 3
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Hussung begins year-long sabbatical Queathem
second semester, Hussung will take Introduction to Directing at Saint Louis University.
        Hussung thinks that the classes will
help in three main ways. Since Hussung
is moderator of both the Poetry Out Loud
competition and the Shakespeare competition, the classes will help him to coach and
critique the competitors. As a teacher who
by Tommy Behr
often teaches plays, he thinks his experience
and Nate Heagney
in theater will help him to talk about plays
reporter, core staff
from another angle. Finally, Hussung often
very year at St. Louis U. High, the ad- reads sections of the texts he teaches in
ministration allows one faculty mem- class, and with more experience in theater,
ber to take a paid sabbatical that helps the he believes he will be able to present that
faculty member grow as a teacher. This material more effectively.
year, English teacher Chuck Hussung         “I read poems to my students, or prose
will take a
PHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO p a s s a g e s , ”
full year sabsaid Husbatical while
sung, “and
continuthe better I
ing to teach
am at undertwo freshstanding how
man English
to use voice
sections at
and body to
SLUH.
present text,
        Hussung
the better I
said he inican do that.”
tially wanted
        The idea of
to focus on
a sabbatical
two things for
has appealed
his sabbatito Hussung
Mr. Hussung, pictured last year.
cal: studying
for many
Spanish and learning more about the per- years. Originally, he planned to take a sabforming arts. However, in the end, Hussung batical after he finished his term as chairman
decided to limit his sabbatical to the study of the English department in 2003. However,
of performance. As a result, he will enroll in time obligations at SLUH kept Hussung from
two classes this year. Hussung is currently taking his leave then. Hussung brought the
taking Acting II at Washington University, idea back up before the 2009-’10 school year.
a course taught by Bill Whittaker, husband However, according to Hussung, the school
of fine arts teacher Kathryn Whitaker. In the could not commit financially to a sabbatical

Enrolls in theater
courses, will explore
faith and the Inferno

E

at that time and instructed him to propose
the idea again the following year. Hussung
did so, and principal John Moran and the
board approved it.
        Hussung mentioned that his interests
in the performing arts have grown steadily
during his time at SLUH.
        “I’ve been drawn in my interests more
and more into the world of theater in the
last eight years. I would really say that it
began with going to see performances of
Shakespeare’s plays; I would take my students for extra credit. I would see them, I
enjoyed them. In 2002, I started doing the
Shakespeare Competition here,” said Hussung, adding that he took several workshops
about teaching plays and even spent three
weeks studying teaching plays at the Globe
Theater in London.
Hussung helped with the fall 2007 production of Child’s Play at SLUH and will
help with this November’s production of A
Man for All Seasons.
Talking about his role in future plays
at SLUH, Hussung said “That’s something
that will happen from time to time. I’m not
going to become part of the theater staff at
SLUH,” although he did mention he would
like to help with a Shakespeare play someday.
        As another part of his sabbatical, Hussung, along with theology teachers Carl
Heumann S.J. and Brian Gilmore, attended
a week-long silent retreat for Jesuits and
their Colleagues in Sedalia, Colo. “One of
the goals of my (sabbatical) is to enhance the
role of prayer in my daily life and I thought
the retreat would be a good way to kick that
off,” said Hussung.

see HUSSUNG, 7

Thorpe, Eisenhower, & Warner
SLUH community
discusses summer
reading book
by Joe Klein and
staff, reporter

S

Chip Moloney

t. Louis U. High students and faculty closed their summer in a fashion
now typical for the school—by venturing
into SLUH’s schoolwide summer reading
book.
Carlisle vs. Army: Jim Thorpe, Dwight
Eisenhower, Pop Warner, and the Forgotten
Story of Football’s Greatest Battle, this summer’s book, was written by Lars Anderson
and chronicled the events leading up to the
historic football game in 1912 between
Carlisle Indian School and the United States
Military Academy.
Physical education teacher Patrick
Zarrick, who coordinated the book selec-

PHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO
tion process with his
department, explained
that Carlisle was recommended to him by social
studies teacher Anne
Marie Lodholz and was
chosen over four other
books. Midway through
the decision process, the
fine arts department, who
were also supposed to
have a say in the book’s
selection, decided that
they wanted to choose
their own book and will Freshmen discuss Carlisle vs. Army during summer reading discussions last week.
select the book for the
simply appear on report cards as a pass-fail
2011-12 school year.
Tests on Carlisle were held during grade.
On Tuesday, Aug. 24, students and
summer class meetings, and, according to
Zarrick, fewer than 20 students failed. Those faculty members were divided up and parwho did were placed in their own separate ticipated in mixed small group discussions
discussion group with Zarrick and had the on Carlisle; National Honor Society (NHS)
opportunity to take the test again. Those test members led the discussions.
Science teacher Kathy Chott, who mod
grades, like last year, will not factor into any
particular class’s grade; instead, they will
see CARLISLE, 7

retires

by Eric Mueth
assistant sports editor

A

fter dealing with the struggle of balancing her family life and her career, former theology teacher Rosemary
Queathem decided to retire this past summer.
Queathem dealt with family issues
throughout the fourth quarter of the 20092010 school year and, with the death of her
mother, decided it was time to retire from
teaching.
“I think at that point it struck me, that
I needed to put my priorities in order, so it
was taking care of family first and career
second,” said Queathem, adding, “I needed
to be available for the family.”
Queathem taught for nine years at
SLUH, all as freshman theology teacher.
Overall, Queathem taught for 30 years in
Catholic schools.
“I’d like to say very emphatically that
I have been more than moved by the intelligence, kindness, and the care that the young
men at SLU High demonstrated to me in my
nine years there,” said Queathem.
In addition to her duties as a theology
teacher, Queathem started the Apostlebills,
helped lead and organize retreats, and reinstituted the Pro Life club, which she moderated
for two years.
Queathem’s proudest accomplishment
while at SLUH was establishing a prayer
group for female faculty members.
Theology department chair Rob Garavaglia said that after the school year ended,
he wondered if Queathem would return this
year. When Queathem announced her retirement officially on June 6, Garavaglia began
the process of finding a replacement. After
ads were placed in the St. Louis Review, the
America Magazine, and the JSEA website,
among others, the role was eventually filled
by Chris Keeven.
Garavaglia said that Queathem would
certainly be missed.
“We lost a great teacher and a person
who made a such a difference in students’
lives, just by her model of faith—the way she
went about her life,” said Garavaglia. “It’s a
loss for the community, and then just a loss
for me personally. I enjoyed having her as a
colleague, interacting with her, talking with
her, sharing the office together.”
Since her retirement, Queathem, has
found the time to take Zumba dance classes,
read, cook, and spend time boating and fishing. However Queathem said that she does
miss teaching at SLUH.
“I really miss the interaction with the
guys. Just seeing them everyday and hearing
their stories and sharing theology with them,
I just really miss that,” said Queathem.

Haefele completes Air National Guard training
By Nathan Rubbelke
Core Staff

T

echnology coordinator John Haefele
completed his basic training with the
Air National Guard this summer.
Haefele joined the Air Guard in August
2009. He had thought of joining since high
school.
“In high school, I did not think everyone
should have to serve, but I felt like everyone
should do some service for their country,”
said Haefele.
Now a husband and father of three,
Haefele felt he had missed his opportunity
to serve. But Haefele, who is working on
his music major at UMSL, was approached
by a fellow student about joining the Air
Guard and playing trumpet in the Air Guard
band. Haefele laughed at the notion at first,

but eventually took his classmate up on the
offer.
As a member of the Air Guard, Haefele
is required to serve one weekend per month at
the Lambert Air Force Base, next to Lambert
Airport. He was also required to complete
his basic training.
“Basic training was the most daunting
piece of the puzzle,” remarked Haefele.
Haefele completed his basic training
at Lackland Air Force Base outside of San
Antonio.
The Air Guard’s basic training consists
of a series of classes and physical training.
In the classroom, Haefele and his fellow
trainees covered over 62 topics, including
first-aid care, weaponry, and chemical warfare.
The physical training included three

days per week of running, push ups, and
sit ups. Over the six weeks of training,
Haefele improved his 1.5 mile run by over
three minutes. Haefele also had the chance
to shoot small-arms weapons. The physical
training also included marching.
“You marched everywhere,” joked
Haefele.
Along with his physical training and
classes, Haefele held the responsibility of
being dorm chief, the head of his dormitory.
Haefele said that he was one of the older
trainees in his flight of 47 individuals, which
he saw as an advantage.
“I knew we just had to do the work, and
do it the right way. Other guys complained,
but I had that down by probably day three,”
said Haefele.
Heading into basic training at the begin-

ning of the summer, Haefele had one goal
—to make Honor Grad. After six weeks of
training, Haefele was rewarded at graduation as an Honor Grad, meaning he was in
the top 10 percent of his class in his overall
training. He also made expert in shooting
M16 rifles.
As a basic trainee, there is a slim chance
Haefele will be deployed. He believes that
as a member of the band, he would not be
considered for deployment. As for now,
Haefele will continue his regular work with
the Guard, spending one weekend a month
at the Lambert Base. There is the possibility
that Haefele will go on tour for a few weeks
next summer with the Air Guard concert
band.
“It was a neat opportunity and a lot of
fun,” concluded Haefele.
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Cartoon by Tom Fields

It’s time for SLUH
students to catch up
To the editors:
The lights dark, printers standing silent,
the recycle bin full of many products, save
the half printed paper, which goes back to the
students with new purpose. This is a snapshot
of our school, using energy efficient light
bulbs, reducing paper usage by refraining
from printing the handbook and buzz book,
renewing the recycling program to include
many more types of waste, and many trying
to recycle old papers and extras from classes.
These things are a great base for our school,
something we should continue, and I would
like to commend those that have initiated
these awesome achievements.
Lately, though, I have been noticing that
these actions are due primarily because of
a select few individuals in the faculty and
staff, with little to no student input. This
disconnect between students and faculty in
sustainable practices comes as a surprise to
me, especially since students are so involved
in other types of school activities. What truly
concerns me is the knowledge of why we
are refraining from doing these things.
Time and time again I have seen my
brothers act ignorantly toward environmen-

tal issues, about the sound scientific knowledge touched on in our biology classes. Not
only this, but a disregard of our marvelous
facilities. Examples include stories written to
deny global warming, wasting recyclables,
and in particular the large amount of recyclables and trash left in the student section
after last week’s football game.
These actions, spurring from the great
disconnect between students and the administration, has led us to the back of the pack
of sustainable schools. The leaders in this
field are dominating: Nerinx has started using
reusable plates in their cafeteria, initiated by
student-administration collaboration. Ladue’s students organized Team Leaf, which
won a $30,000 grant to build a rain garden
they designed. The key to these schools’
success, and any like them, is the students
fully integrating themselves in every part of
these changes, the supporting and even the
driving factor in this progress.
I do not blame us for not knowing every
detail of our environmental issues, especially
since only around 1% of the school takes the
AP Environmental Science course, and only
seniors can take it.

Essay

What can I say?
Michael Blair
Film Critic

“Do I dare disturb the universe?” asks
T.S. Eliot in his famous appearance in junior English classes, and it’s with similar
cosmic caution that I approach a comment
on Christopher Nolan’s dream-tease of a
film, Inception, this summer’s most hypedup, hipped-down, hacked-around release, a
title that’s been buzzing around the school’s
hallways for the past few weeks.
In my short time as film critic for the
Prep News here at Saint Louis U. High, I’ve
seen scores of movies slide through the minds
of students—Angels & Demons disputed
in the J-Wing, Avatar dissected in Biology
classrooms. Movies, more than anything,
seem to be one of the few experiences we all
take part in other than Fr. Marco’s theology
homework.
In many ways, this makes my job a very
special one, a task that not only connects our
school to the world of culture outside it, but
hopefully, at its very best, encourages and
inspires lively debate within the school’s
own halls.
Of course, there’ve been many highs—
I still stand by my Watchmen review, Mr.
Kershenski—and a few lows—did anybody
even see Greenberg?—but the unique thrill
of being a film critic who knows all his readers by face and name has always remained.
In these past few years, those moments
where I’ve witnessed students or teachers
responding to the films I’ve reviewed have
been the most meaningful—the moments
that make you want to ignore math homework
and drive thirty minutes to the Chesterfield
Galaxy Theater on a Thursday night to sit
in sticky seats next to clapping kids, only to
race back home hoping to finish a halfway
ok review before midnight, just so, during
activity period the next day, out of the din of
donut chewing you might pick out a friend’s
voice saying, “Well, Michael, I think I’ll
have to see this movie.”
What to say then of Nolan’s Inception,
a film most of us have already seen and
formed opinions of? What is my usefulness
now, when I walk you through the dreamysteamy-FEMA-y nibblings of its plot-lines
and, finally, offer my pooh-poohing of a film
not very well done? “Inception’s passé,” I’d
say, in so many words. It’s lost in transla-

tion; all jumbled up. It’s like a man wearing
too much plaid. It’s like a punk song about
doo-wop. It just doesn’t work.
Look (and sleep) toward the wonderful
dream-films of Luis Bunuel who, especially
in the late 1960s, created a run of movies
that passionately and beautifully explored
the world of dreams in all their irrationalities
and moments of transcendence. Or try the
movies of Charlie Kaufman who, in Being
John Malkovich (1999) and Eternal Sunshine
Of The Spotless Mind (2004), translated with
conviction and humor and grace our visual
dreams to the visual screen. In a serious
critical review of Inception, I’d probably
say something like that.
But, as I strutted into the Prep News
office a few days ago, filled with newfound
senior swagger, and announced my intent
to write such a serious, cut-it-down, tear-itapart review, a student lying down on one of
those wonderfully plaid couches responded
with such enthusiasm for the movie that I
was momentarily taken aback. “Inception
is my favorite movie of all time,” he said.
“I’ve seen it four times in theaters already.
No joke.”
I had no response. How could I write
some sardonic review casually throwing
away a movie that had obviously held so
much for somebody else? What made my
opinion greater or more important than
his, so that I could announce my thoughts
in crisp newsprint on a Friday morning to
1,100 people?
The fact is that I’ve observed Inception
talked about more than any other movie since
I’ve been writing at SLUH. Even those who
normally don’t discuss movies with me seem
to be anxious to hear what I thought of it,
and seem disappointed when they hear it’s
not much.
More than Avatar or The Hangover,
Inception is being discussed, mostly because
people seem to think it’s a film that contains
some ideas, that has some “depth.” Avatar
and The Hangover display technological and
formulaic mastery in familiar arenas, Inception is an attempt at previously unexplored
formulas and ideas. And though I think that
attempt is ultimately a botched one, it doesn’t
change the nature of what it is. Nolan, whose
previous work includes The Dark Knight,
seems to have a knack for bringing debate

This cartoon is the opinion of the artist. It does not reflect the opinion of either the Prep News or St. Louis U. High.

Even without this knowledge, though,
I know that we have a strong will in our
community to become more sustainable.
Last year we saw a third of our school vote
for renewable energy in the Define Our
Decade campaign. I know that we can rise
to the challenges our community is in, and
I believe that if we are truly open to growth
and in conjunction with our administration,
we will be able to make great changes in
our school. I know we have the ability to

do all these things, but we need to have
the participation of us, the students. We
cannot just agree to support action, but we
need to make a strong push for this change.
If we do this, and we collaborate with the
administration, and learn from the schools
that have done this before us, then we can
make extraordinary steps toward the best
school possible.
Max Margherio ’11

Commentary

Just let him be
by Conor Gearin
news editor

“Take it off, take it off, take it off,”
chanted the circle of blue freshmen.
It was time for the Freshman Running
of the Bills, and the Class of 2014 wanted all
of its members to participate in the painting.
A few students had refrained, and the rest
were encouraging them to take their shirts
off. I stood outside the circle, unable to see
the still fully-clothed student in the middle.
The chanting had gone on for a while, apparently without effect.
“Should we stop this?” I asked another
senior adviser half-seriously. He shrugged
his shoulders. Suddenly there was a great
cheer from the freshmen, and I could see the
student in the middle finally take his shirt
off with what seemed like good humor.
I heard a freshman say something to
the effect of two down, one to go. The chant
started again. “Take it off, take it off.” It went
on longer than the last one and I began to
feel uncomfortable. But I felt like I couldn’t
do much, and the other student had obliged
the mob without hard feelings, so I tried to
tune out the noise.
Then I heard the metallic click of a
megaphone turning on. Looking to my left,
I saw a senior adviser commandeer the
megaphone. “If he doesn’t want to take off
his shirt, he doesn’t have to. If anyone has
a problem with that, they can come to me,”
he said.
The chanting stopped awkwardly. My
guilt began. The senior adviser had said the
very phrase that had run through my head
moments before. Sometimes I think SLUH
is a place in which everyone has good intentions and ideas, but for some reason only a
few students at a time have the courage to
realize they have good ideas and to give
voice to them.
of depth back into the summer action flick.
Significant discussion of filmic themes
in blockbuster movies is something that has
happened rarely since the 1970s golden age
of Hollywood, but hopefully Inception might
mark the reception of better, more interesting
mainstream films in the future. Until then,
I’ll be wandering around near the cafeteria
during activity period. Let’s talk.

Editors: Nick Fandos, Conor Gearin, Mike Lumetta, Patrick O’ Leary, Eric Mueth

I remembered my class’s Running of
the Bills. For a variety of reasons, I and a
couple other students didn’t take off our
shirts. There was no chanting to pressure
us to, though many other students goodnaturedly encouraged us to play along. And
the students with shirts on supported each
other: “Shirts, represent!” shouted one facetiously. I didn’t go crazy with the paint this
year as a senior adviser either, though I did
take my shirt off. And though I was notified
several times that I didn’t have enough paint,
no one forced me to do anything.
First, I would like to congratulate the
freshman class on buying into one of the most
important parts of SLUH: It’s more fun when
the whole community participates. Leave no
one behind. I don’t think the freshman class
was truly bullying the students to take their
shirts off; the intention was to get everyone
involved.
But I would also like to remind or introduce the class to another very important part
of SLUH: A student can do his own thing if
he wants to, and that’s just fine. It would be
easier for group efforts if everyone agreed,
but that’s not the sort of world we live in.
Therefore a SLUH student understands and
empathizes when a student hangs back while
others charge forward. SLUH challenges
students to do many uncomfortable things.
We should encourage each other to play
along, but if a student isn’t ready, he should
never be forced.
And that was the problem with the
chanting. It’s nearly impossible for a student
could stand up to the full weight of his class.
And if he’s not ready to participate, it’s not
worthwhile to force him to. Today, a week
too late, this column is my megaphone: Try
to understand your fellow students. Just because it’s fun for you doesn’t mean it will be
fun for him. He has to choose it for himself.

Corrections and
Amplifications
-Ed Hawk was in the Class of ’71,
not the Class of ’70, as the Prep
News reported last week. The Prep
News regrets the error.
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human ancestor species from over 3 million years ago, the
At SLUH, McPherron found another passion, however.
“My interests at the time were actually less in archae- French sites are focused on studying hominins alive at the
Lucy’s kin had stone tools
The Dikika Research Project has been collecting samples ology and more in computers and computer science. I sort time of Homo sapiens, the human species which originated
from the site in Ethiopia since 1999; McPherron joined the of discovered computers at SLUH,” said McPherron. He in Africa 200,000 years ago.
“In France, I’m interested in Neanderthals. I’ve excateam in 2005 as the project archaeologist. In January of last explained that at a time when personal computers were in
year, McPherron and the project team collected fossils in their infancy, SLUH was one of the leaders in getting students vated with colleagues over the years several sites that give
the Lower Awash Valley of Ethiopia. When they analyzed access to computers, requiring sophomores to spend three us evidence of Neanderthals from about 100,000 years ago to
the fossils, they observed markings on some that looked as weeks in computer lab. He named former computer teacher about 35,000 years ago,” McPherron explained. “My interest is in reconstructing the life ways of Neanderthals—(to)
Bob Overkamp as one of his favorite teachers at SLUH.
if they were caused by stone tools.
McPherron also studied French at SLUH, better understand how they were getting along here, and
“What we found are two bones,
particularly in southwest France.”
though not with quite as much passion.
each of them with marks on them
McPherron co-directs the French project with Michel
“I didn’t take French as seriously as I
left by stone tools used to remove
should have, and it’s one of life’s ironies, be- Lenoir. The project is currently asking a property owner to
meat from those bones and break
cause I’ve then had to learn French and I’ve allow the team to expand their search area and sample from
those bones open for marrow,” said
been doing research here in France since 1987. a nearby site, Combe-Capelle Bas.
McPherron.
Life as an archaeologist
Learning French has served me very well,”
The bones were further analyzed
“I’m in archaeology because I enjoy the challenge, I
McPherron said. “This is why my advice would
using off-site high-tech scanning
be, go ahead and take those foreign language enjoy the puzzle,” said McPherron. “I enjoy digging up the
electron microscopes. These tests
classes seriously, because I have to admit, if remains of these past peoples and trying to put them together
indicated that the marks probably
you asked my old French teacher at SLUH and say something that is supportable in a scientific way—
were not caused by chemical wear
to say something about our past in a way that stands up to
about me, you won’t hear good things.”
or trampling, but by deliberate hackAfter SLUH, McPherron studied com- scrutiny and that really informs us about how we became
ing and slicing with stone tools by a
puter science at Washington University in St. who we are.”
hominin species.
Femur (top) and rib (below) marked by
the stone tools of Australopithecus.
However, the pursuit of the archaeological passion leads
Louis and archaeology at St. Louis Community
“These are by far the oldest eviCollege in Florissant Valley. Then in 1983 he left McPherron all over the world to important excavation sites,
dence we have of meat consumption by our early ancestors.
It’s also by far the earliest evidence we have of the use of St. Louis for the University of Arizona, where he majored a lifestyle many would shy away from—but not McPherron.
stone tools,” McPherron explained. “The thing is, we think in Anthropology. He later earned a Ph.D. from the Univer- “I very much enjoy it. If you’re going to be an archaeologist
and you excathat both meat consumption and stone tool use—and even- sity of Pennsylvania in Anthropology. Since
vate, then you’re
tually, just generalized tool use—they’re essential parts of 1983, he has not lived in St. Louis, though
going to spend a
what made us human. They played an essential role in our he still has family here.
lot of time in the
McPherron has been involved in anevolution. To push these two behaviors that are so important
field, and I enjoy
for our evolutionary history back 800,000 years is pretty thropological and archaeological excavation
that aspect of my
important. It forces us to re-examine the context in which projects in major capacities since college.
work a lot. I rethese behaviors first began, and therefore to explain why.” His skills with computers have become very
ally like France,
The find also associates meat-eating and stone tool important to his archaeological work.
but I also like
McPherron’s software for archaeology
use with species not previously thought to engage in such
some of the more
behaviors—specifically, Australopithecus afarensis, the is freely available on internet. He has also
exotic places like
species of “Lucy,” a 40-percent complete skeleton found in written articles about how to use computer
The Dikika Research Project conducts a survey in Dikika.
Morocco, and I’ve
1973 named after the Beatles song, “Lucy in the Sky with technologies to excavate better and to analyze
worked in Egypt, and Ethiopia—it’s just fantastic.”
finds better.
Diamonds.”
McPherron feels that all the learning, field work, and
“I’ve managed to bring the two things together—my
“(It’s) a very good feeling,” said McPherron of his reaction to the find. “I feel like we’ve done something really interest in archaeology and my interest in computers,” he travelling required to study archaeology creates an opportunity to make a real difference in evolutionary biology.
quite interesting, and potentially quite important. We really said.
“I think it’s pretty important work. What’s fun about
Since 1988, McPherron has presented 45 papers to
changed how we think about the earliest ancestors and the
various archaeological, anthropological, and geological Paleolithic (archaeology) is that you work on such a large
origins of the archaeological record.”
societies. His first co-direction of a field project came in time scale. You can work in deposits that are two and a half
The road to Dikika
McPherron’s interest in archaeology began at a young 1994 in Fontéchevade, France. In addition to the countries million years old and provide some insight into those bigage. While growing up in St. Louis, he worked at the dig in which he currently studies, McPherron has worked in picture processes that brought us to where we are today as
a species. I like that. I enjoy that a lot.”
site at Kampsville, Ill., for two years; he also excavated Greece, Jordan, and Egypt.
While the project in Ethiopia has produced new data on
there while a freshman at St. Louis U. High.
COPYRIGHT DIKIKA RESEARCH PROJECT
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Beckerle, ‘10, farmed with Quebecois family
by Drew Dziedzic
core staff

S

enior Andrew Beckerle worked on an organic garlic
farm in Canada this past summer. Beckerle lived with
the Beaulieu family on their farm, Le Prucheraie, from
June 28 to July 23 in the province of Quebec.
Le Prucheraie, which means hemlock grove, is a World
Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms (WWOOF) host
farm. According to the WWOOF website, the organization,
founded in 1971, helps world citizens be in direct contact
with organic growers and understand sustainable living
practices. WWOOF’s programs have their participants, or
WWOOFers, live on a host farm for an average of one to
three weeks. The farms give WWOOFers free room and
board, and in exchange the participants help complete
farm chores. While working, WWOOF also encourages the
exchange of customs and ideas from different societies.
“It’s a really cheap vacation,” said Beckerle, who only
had to pay for his plane and bus tickets.
Beckerle discovered this organization last fall thanks
to his sister’s friend. After paying a $30 fee on WWOOF’s
website, Beckerle was given access to a list of organic farms
from around the world. He chose to travel to Canada for
two reasons. First, because he was only 17, the countries
Beckerle could chose were limited. Only countries like
Canada and New Zealand allow 17-year olds to travel to a
WWOOF farm without a guardian.
The second reason Beckerle chose Quebec was because
he wanted experience with a different language. After studying French here at SLUH, Beckerle wanted to test his skills
in a French-speaking environment.
“I learned some French words that I’ll probably never use
again for things like nails and the hammer,” said Beckerle.
After deciding on Quebec, Beckerle was given the
contact information for the Beaulieu family. The WWOOF
organization requires the WWOOFer to contact the host
directly. Beckerle called the Beaulieus soon after receiving
the contact information, and they agreed to host him.
Beckerle was pleasantly surprised after learning the

Senior Andrew Beckerle (third from right) with his Quebecois host family.

composition of the Beaulieu family.
“It was rather interesting because this family was
exactly like my family because their son was my age, and
they had two daughters who were exactly my sisters’ ages,”
said Beckerle. “So exactly the same family dynamic, except
French Canadian.”
The Beaulieu parents had a 17-year-old son, Vincent, a
21-year-old daughter, Roxane, and a 23-year-old daughter,
Mimi, who were also at the farm when Beckerle was there.
After arriving on the farm in late June, Beckerle soon
settled into a routine. Every day Beckerle collected eggs,
moved the chicken house, fed the hens, watered in the
greenhouses, and pulled weeds. He sometimes harvested
vegetables from the family’s private garden and would later
cook them. An ongoing project that Beckerle participated
in was helping the Beaulieu family build their garage.
“They had been at this task for 8 years, and while I was
there, we finished siding it,” said Beckerle. “All the siding
is hemlock, from the forest around the farm, because the
dad was an ex-forester. They cut down all these trees, made
them into boards, and nailed them up.”
Towards the end of the trip, he helped the Beaulieu
family start harvesting the garlic, their main crop.

“We’d pull (the garlic cloves) out, clean them, then set
them out to dry, then braid them, then dry them out some
more,” said Beckerle.
Overall, Beckerle had an enjoyable experience.
“I had lots of fun. It was fun because you were living a
different lifestyle,” said Beckerle. “It was nice to be outside
everyday and (to do) things that interested me because I’ve
never done them before. I’ve never harvested garlic. I’ve
never built something.”
Besides learning the basics of farming, Beckerle also
discovered things about himself and Canada.
According to Beckerle, this trip helped shape his plans
for his future. Before this trip, Beckerle had enjoyed food
and cooking, and he thought that he might cook as a career.
But this trip has inspired him to shift focus. Now, Beckerle
would like to study sustainable agriculture and development
at Mizzou.
Beckerle has also learned a lot more about Canada. He
discovered that as recently as 1995, the citizens of Quebec
had a referendum vote on whether to separate from the nation of Canada, which was defeated by a narrow margin.
“People still consider themselves separatists,” said
Beckerle. “And other people consider themselves not
federalists, but they think it’s not an issue that should be
considered right now, (believing) there are more pressing
issues to address.”
The practices of the Canadians also interested Beckerle.
Beckerle noticed that in Canada the meal is much more
important. A usual lunch would take about two hours, which
included time to make it, eat it, and enjoy tea afterwards.
Another difference Beckerle observed was the Canadians’ view on religion.
“No one goes to church there. The worst curse words
anyone uses are ‘tabernacle’ and ‘chalice.’ No one goes to
Mass anymore, and no one gets weddings,” said Beckerle.
But even with the differences between St. Louis and
Quebec, Beckerle describes Canadians quite warmly.
“They are just like us, they just speak French,” said
Beckerle.
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Jr. Bills’ high-powered offense helps defeat Vikings 42-28; Ladue challenge up next
by Ryan Dowd
reporter

I

n their season opener, the St. Louis
U. High Jr. Billikens (1-0) tested their
mettle against Parkway North, one of
the premiere programs in the city. The
offense supplied a number of big plays,
and the defense figured out how to stop
the Vikings’ run game midway through in
SLUH’s 42-28 win.
False starts bookended the AlexBarronbills’ first drive, the latter knocking them
out of field goal range.
On their first possession, the Vikings
did what they do best, run the football. The
Vikings attacked the defense with quick
power runs. They pushed aside the SLUH
line, moved up on the linebackers with surprising speed, and sprung their backs into
the second level. Missed tackles handed the
Vikings extra yards, and running back James
Hawkins of Parkway North slithered in from
a short distance for a 7-0 Vikings lead.
Facing an early deficit, the SLUH
offense took over at the 20-yard line. But
two consecutive false starts left the Jr. Bills
another uphill battle to start the drive. They
could not escape their fate this time as the
Vikings stripped McDonagh in the end zone
and recovered for a touchdown. Morale sank
as the Vikings booted the extra point to take
an early 14-0 lead.
Then, in perhaps the biggest play of the
game, junior tailback T.K. Hawkins received
the handoff on a draw play at the 20-yard
line and shot like a bullet through the Viking
front eight, and then outraced the defensive
backfield to the end zone on an 80-yard blur
of a run.
“I think that play was something that we
needed, because everything that happened to
that point was going against us,” said head
coach Gary Kornfeld. Though behind 14-7,
the Jr. Bills were on the board.
But North came right back with the
power I formation they had used earlier.
They wore down the SLUH defense with
misdirection plays, and Donavin Newson
pounded in a third touchdown, making the
score 21-7.
Once again down by 14, the Jr. Bills
came out in the shotgun, as they had in most
of their previous plays. Following several
short gains and a few short losses, McDonagh
launched a fade near SLUH’s 40-yard line
to fellow junior standout Mitch Klug. Klug
caught the ball in stride and raced down the
sideline before being tackled at the 12-yard
line. Immediately following, T.K. Hawkins
got the ball on a stretch play and darted in
for a 12-yard touchdown run, his second of

a nifty juke and knifed past the other corner
the night.
“We ran a whole series passing, and that and safety for a touchdown.
In the third quarter, the Vikings tried
opened up the run, along with the help of
to
go
back to the power run game that
my center and guard, Meiners, Knesel, and
had
worked
so well for them earlier. But a
Kerwood,” said Hawkins.
swarming
Jr.
Bill defense plugged the gaps
Then the SLUH defense finally figured
that
had
been
there at the onset of the game.
out the Viking offense. It forced a punt, giv“We
kinda
came out flat, but after the
ing the offense the ball at the 31-yard line.
PHOTO
BY TED WIGHT first quarter
McDonagh
we just buckflicked up
led down and
another fade
started playto Klug, who
ing tough D
used a perfectand were able
ly legal push
to stop them.
off to snatch
We kinda realthe ball from
ized what they
the North corwere doing
ner. He galand clogged
loped away
up the holes,”
from the Visaid Brusati.
king secondary
Time
for a 69-yard
after
time
the
touchdown
Jr.
Bill
linecatch to tie the
backers and
game at 21.
defensive line
“There’s
forced the
no doubt any
North backs
time you have
to bounce their
a big play it
runs outside,
gives you a
doing little
heck of a spark,
and I think we Terek Hawkins streaks past Parkway North defenders for an 80-yard damage. The
Viking quartouchdown.
can be explosive
terback
did not
through this seaenjoy
a
peaceful
time
in
the
pocket,
either,
son, I think we have some offensive weapons
and
threw
a
pressured
interception
to
strong
that can be explosive,” said Kornfeld.
The Vikings began to move the ball safety Lan Sansone.
But a 1-yard touchdown run by James
again, but key stops by senior defensive backs
Hawkins
cut the lead to 35-28 and put the
Elliot Fish and Lan Sansone prevented big
pressure
back
on the offense. T.K. Hawkins
gains. After a loss of two and a holding call,
answered
the
bell
once again in one of his
the Vikings tried a screen play, but senior
best
runs
of
the
day,
a 37-yarder from the
defensive tackle Alex Cross tipped the ball
SLUH
35-yard
line.
Getting
something out
out of the air, and senior linebacker John
of
nothing,
Hawkins
stopped
on a dime,
Brusati laid out to make the pick.
sprinted
left,
and
avoided
the
initial
wave
The offense started the new drive with
of
Vikings.
He
weaved
violently
into
the
a couple minutes remaining at the 50-yard
secondary
before
getting
tackled
at
the
North
line and ended it with a 30-yard touchdown
pass. McDonagh rolled to his left, moving 28-yard line.
“When everything gets all jumbled up
the lone safety to that side of the field, as
on
the
outside, the cutback lane is open a
junior Stefan Sansone burned his man on a
lot,”
said
Hawkins.
post route. He came up with the ball on a
McDonagh
connected with Klug on the
sliding catch in the end zone in the area the
following
play
to
set up a touchdown on the
safety had just vacated, and the Jr. Bills had
quarterback
sneak.
a 28-21 lead at the half.
McDonagh finished his day with 258
A Parkway North fumble early in the
yards
passing, completing 14 of 17 for two
second half gave SLUH possession deep
touchdowns,
and Klug ended up with a stagin Viking territory. At the 31-yard line Lan
gering
176
receiving
yards on six receptions.
Sansone, lining up at fullback, took the
Hawkins
led
the
ground
game with 144 yards
handoff on a trap play and burst through the
on
16
carries,
a
9-yard
average.
left side before the Viking line knew he had
Junior
middle
linebacker
Sean Ramthe ball. He then avoided the left corner with

Soccer opens season with a bang
Danny Lucchesi

T

reporter

he varsity soccer team (1-0) started
off the season last Friday with a win
over Gibault. The St. Louis U. High offense struggled in the first half, but it
came on strong in the second to score four
goals for a 4-0 win.
“We had some opportunities to score,
but we just couldn’t finish,” said head coach
Charlie Martel of the first half.
Despite the lack of offense in the first
half, the Jr. Bills’ defense managed to make
life pretty easy for senior keeper Andrew
Evola, and at half the score was all tied up
at 0-0.
Although the Jr. Bills did not score early,
Martel said, “I don’t think it was a bad start.
I think we moved the ball really well.”
Senior forward and captain Brian Bement said, “I don’t think we necessarily got
off to a bad start .… We did everything right
except for the final ball.”
The Jr. Bills capitalized in the second

half, though. At the beginning of the half,
senior forward and captain Ben Emnett took
the ball all the way up the field and crossed
it into the middle, where Bement volleyed
it in for a goal.
Shortly afterward, Bement followed
his first goal by heading in a rebound from
junior midfielder Paul Buehler, and SLUH
had a 2-0 lead.
From there the Jr. Bills gained momentum. The SLUH defense continued to stop the
Gibault attackers while the offense capitalized on its scoring chances. Senior forward
Ryan Hoffman scored. And after missing a
few shots in the opening half, junior back
Joe Jedlicka put in a low pass for a goal to
make the final 4-0.
Bement was happy to open with a win
against his public high school. “It was pretty
cool. I actually knew their entire team, went
to grade school with over half of them, and
just to be able to win was pretty exciting,”
he said.
Senior midfielder and captain Richie

5

maha lead the Jr. Bills with 8 solo tackles,
while Brusati compiled 5 tackles, an interception, and a fumble recovery
The defense easily fended off the Viking
air attack and, after a punt, the Bills ran out
the clock to win 42-28.
The quality of the Jr. Bill’s second opponent will not differ much from their first.
Ladue, 10-3 last year and No. 6 in state in
Class 4, gives the Jr. Bills another chance to
prove themselves this Friday. The Jr. Bills
must limit the penalties and start quicker
then they did against Parkway North.
“We gotta come out playing 100 percent
from the get go and shut them right away
instead of messing around and letting them
score,” said Brusati.
The Jr. Bills will have to play sound,
fundamental football to be 2-0 on Saturday,
but if SLUH Nation comes out in force like it
did last week, the Jr. Bills will always stand
a fighting chance.
“If we can keep our guys coming out,
that’s really going to help us, because there’s
going to be times that against this Ladue team
we need our crowd to give us a lift, and it
was great to see the student response,” said
Kornfeld.

Soccer
Nightbeat

It was a quick win for the Jr. Billikens soccer
team (2-0) last night against Fort Zumwalt
South. With SLUH leading 2-0 early in the
second half, the game was called because
of thunderstorms. Junior Ryan Merrifield
scored the first goal around the 25th minute.
Five minutes later seniors Brian Bement
and Richie Hoffman executed a beautiful
give-and-go, with Hoffman distributing to
Bement in Messi-like form. Most of the
rest of the first half was played around the
midfield with frequent SLUH attacks on the
Zumwalt goal. Head coach Charlie Martel
said the performance was, “not (SLUH’s)
best, but good, still pretty good.” The team
heads to Indianapolis today to play St. Ignatius from Cleveland, the fourth-ranked
team in the nation.
—Patrick Hart

Swimming
Nightbeat

The Swimbills (1-0) toppled Parkway West
last night with a 108-78 victory in the first
meet of the season. Junior Amir Paschal took
second in the 100-yard butterfly and first in
the 200-yard medley relay with senior Steve
Hoerr, freshman Luke Sloan, and senior
Michael Hagerty. Sloan also finished first in
the 500-yard freestyle with a time of 5:10.42,
just three seconds off State qualifying time
(5:07.99).
—Cullin Tripp

Hoffman commented on what the team needs point.”
The Jr. Bills have a busy upcoming week.
to improve on: “We have to work on our scoring. We had a lot of chances in the first half They will travel to Indianapolis this weekthat we
PHOTO BY MARC FERNAN end in order
to play fellow
just didn’t
Jesuit schools
put away
St. Ignatius
compared
and Brebeuf
to our secJesuit. Back in
ond half.”
Missouri, the
“ I t ’s
Jr. Bills hope
always
to defend their
a good
title at the
start to
CBC Tournawin 4-0,”
ment, where
Bement
they will face
said. “I
Metro Cathomean they
lic Confer(Gibault)
ence schools,
are one of
including
the weaker
Junior Sam Steurer blasts a header as junior Joe Jedlicka (19) looks on.
archrival CBC,
teams on
our schedule, so we can’t really rely on our DeSmet, and Vianney.
“This weekend is gonna be a lot harder.
score from that game. We just have to build
off of it. But like I said, it’s a good starting We gotta stay focused and look at that (the
Gibault game) as a warm-up for this week-
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XC prepares for another State run
by Greg Fister
reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High cross country
team, defending State champions,
gears up for the start of the competitive
season after many weeks of practices in
90-plus degree weather and more than a
bit of Wehnerade. With new head coach
Joe Porter at the helm for the first time
and three seniors returning from the victorious State squad, the team believes that
it has a shot at snagging another State title
in 2010.
Last November the team, under the direction of veteran head coach Jim Linhares,
won a close but well-deserved victory at the
State meet. Linhares ended his career as head
coach on a high note, before passing on his
impressive mantle to assistant coach Porter.
Porter is calling upon the team’s age-old
tradition of excellence and impressive recent
hard work to pull together a team that has a
good chance for victory at State.
“There’s a lot of time between now and
State, and a lot of things could happen,” said
Porter. He said that SLUH is “definitely one
of the top four teams in the State on paper,”
but added that “paper does not mean much.”
Coming along to help SLUH XC on its
uphill journey are some new coaches who
are joining the expanding staff. Coach Chris
Scott, formerly a track & field coach at CBC
and track coach for SLUH last spring, adds
his lighthearted enthusiasm and fatherly
wisdom to the team this season. Theology teacher Diego Navarro, who joined

the SLUH faculty last year, also lends his
experience to the team as a part-time coach.
Along side Porter, Scott, and Navarro, are
returning coaches Brian Gilmore and Tom
Flanagan.
SLUH’s top competitor this year is Lee
Summit North, which finished second at
State and returns many of its state runners.
Columbia’s Rock Bridge and Liberty are
also looking to give SLUH some trouble.
Parkway West and Lindbergh, though they
didn’t place very highly at State, are returning almost all of their top sevens as well.
But more important is the way SLUH’s
team is shaping up.
Some of SLUH’s runners that any
XC fan should look out for this season are
definitely the three returning State champs:
seniors Joe Meier, Alan Ratermann, and Tim
Rackers. Senior Dan Raterman also should
contribute high finishes this year. Rackers
is currently the fastest runner on the team,
having trained with and almost beaten cross
country legend Caleb Ford. Rackers says
being a senior is a little different because
he can no longer simply follow Ford’s pace
for races.
“I’m figuring out my own pace,” said
an enthusiastic Rackers while stretching
after practice. Well, it seems to be working
out just fine—Rackers is making incredible
progress so far, and he will race today with
the rest of the varsity and JV squads at the
First Capitol Invitational at 4:00 p.m. in St.
Charles.
When asked about State, Rackers said he

PHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO
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Tripp

fter finishing second in the Metro
Catholic Conference (MCC) and
19th in the State meet last year, the St.
Louis U. High Swimbills hope to bounce
back this year with strong swimmers,
experience, and high expectations. The
Junior Bills hope to improve last year’s
record of 8-4.
“We’re going to have a great year,” said
senior Kevin Kleinschmidt after practice on
Tuesday, “We have lot of new strong swimmers, and I think this year’s team has a lot
of potential.”
Kleinschmidt is one of four senior
captains for the Swimbills this season, along
with John Lewis, Michael Hagerty, and Jake
Chisholm.
This year SLUH has an entirely new
coaching staff, with a new coach at almost
every coaching position except diving. Head

coach Rachel Graczak will be coaching the
Jr. Bills, along with Spanish teacher Kevin
Moore.
Graczak is the former head coach of Cor
Jesu and current summer coach of Cool Dell
Swim Club. She has high expectations for
the team in her first year.
“I really want the guys to have team
unity, reach their personal bests, and try new
strokes,” she said.
When asked how she felt about being
a new coach, Graczak laughed and said, “I
love it! I love getting back into high school
coaching and I enjoy working with the boys.
I have had some challenges in creating
workouts for the boys because coaching an
all-boy swim team is different than coaching
an all-girl swim team, but I think the change
has been good.”
The strong swim team hopes to reach
the goals its coach has set for them.
Senior Steve Hoerr is especially excited

Becker to teach English
by Mitch
reporter

F

Mackowiak

or the 2010-2011 school year, St. Louis U. High welcomes Robert Becker to
the English department. Becker was born
and raised in St. Louis, and attended De
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT
Smet High School.
“The fact that they are
both Jesuit schools, they
are similar in that regard,”
said Becker. Becker also
commented that the academic rigors of the schools
are similar. “It is very
familiar hearing about the
homework loads,” he said. Robert Becker
Becker then moved on to Truman
State University in Kirksville, Mo., where
he earned his Bachelor’s degree in English
and Master’s Degree in Education. Before
graduating from Truman, Becker worked at
Lindbergh as a student teacher.
“As with all teaching, teaching at Lindbergh gave me experience in the classroom,
and basically got me ready for all of the things
I’m doing this year teaching English,” said
Becker.
After graduating from Truman, Becker

was looking to use his teaching ability in
a positive way, and he thought joining the
Alum Service Corps (ASC) program would
be a good opportunity to do so. He didn’t
hesitate accepting a spot at SLUH, knowing
it was a reputable school.
Currently, Becker is teaching two sections of junior English. While at SLUH,
Becker works closely with fellow English
teacher Jim Raterman.
“I enjoy it. Mr. Raterman is brilliant,”
said Becker. “He helps me because the SLUH
curriculum is new to me. He shows me what
junior English teachers have been doing for
awhile. He also lets me experiment and try
different teaching styles.”
“I’ve really enjoyed working with him
on the timing and sequencing of the days
and the classes,” said Raterman. “He pays
close attention to details and he prepares
really well for classes.”
Though Becker isn’t involved in any
clubs or extra-curriculars yet, he is open to
joining those that interest him, and would
also like to help on student retreats. Becker
is looking forward to teaching and working
with the faculty and students here at SLUH.

Underclassman
sports updates
Friday, August 27

From left: Sophomores Matt Nicholson, Alex Groesch,
Joe Archer, and Brian Curran train for the XC season.

“definitely (has) a place in the top 10,” and
maybe even a shot at winning. When asked
what drives him to run, Rackers replied with
a laugh, “fear of Adam Boehm.”
Porter also mentioned juniors Nathan
Rubbelke and Michael McLaughlin as rising varsity stars on the SLUH cross country
scene.
How the rest of the season plays out
begins with what takes place today at the
First Capitol Invitational. Though the team
lost many great runners to graduation, the
2010 SLUH cross country team is already
showing many signs of championship potential for the second time in as many years.
As Porter said, “A lot could happen
between now and November, but we still
can make it out on top.”

Swimming trains under new coach

by Cullin
reporter

September 3, 2010

about the upcoming season.
“I’m working hard this year because
my goal is to get to State in the 100-yard
breast stroke. They’ve lowered the qualifying time since last year so it’s going to be a
challenge to make the cut this year, but I’m
ready for it and I hope to make State,” he
said. “I’m having a lot of fun working hard
and improving my times.”
Sophomore Nick Koors also has high
expectations for the season. “This is my first
year on varsity so it’s been a big adjustment
for me, but I think it gives me a better chance
to make State, particularly in the 50-yard
freestyle,” said Koors.
Overall, the outlook is bright for the
varsity swimmers.
“I think that the new swimmers, combined with the veterans, will give us a great
season, and we expect to do well,” said Hoerr.

C Football (0-1)
MICDS 45, SLUH 29
Key player: freshman quarterback Raymond
Wingo, 1 passing TD
The Jr. Bills came back at the end of the first
half to come within three. In the second half,
MICDS continued to score on the SLUH
defense, and SLUH ended up losing its first
game of the season.
—Robert Braddock
JV Soccer (1-0)
SLUH 4, Gibault 0
Key Player: sophomore forward Joey Coulson, 1 goal, 4 shots on goal
Coulson scored the second goal of the game
right before halftime to give the Jr. Bills a
push into the second half. With other goals
by Logan Welge, Luke Gilsinger, and Will
Bruns, the Jr. Bills win their opener.
—Jacob Born

Monday, August 30

JV Football (0-1)
Parkway North 18, SLUH 14
Key player: sophomore linebacker Alex
Mackin, 68-yard fumble recovery, TD
North dominated with its size on both sides
of the ball for most of the game, holding
an 18-0 lead at the end of three quarters.
SLUH wound up with minus-16 yards of
total offense on 29 plays in the first half.
Touchdowns from sophomore receiver Ryan
Kennedy and Mackin cut it to 18-14 North
with under three minutes to play. But with
the ball at the North 2 and under a minute
left, SLUH ran the ball up the middle and
fumbled.
—Drew Brunts

Wednesday, September 1

C Football (0-2)
Webster Groves 25, SLUH 19
Key Player: freshman wide receiver Joshua
Kiehl, 2 receiving TDs
The Jr. Bills’ defense got off to a great start
on Thursday, shutting down the Webster
offense. But late in the second half, Webster
scored a touchdown on fourth down to tie
the game, 19-19. SLUH quickly drove down
the field but threw an interception to end the
drive. Webster moved the ball downfield and
scored the winning touchdown with a few
seconds left.
—Robert Braddock

O’Brien comes to SLUH
from St. Joe’s
worked with members of the English departby John Webb and Justin
reporters

S

Sinay

ean O’Brien has joined the English
department at St. Louis U. High,
where he is teaching three sections of
sophomore English and PHOTO BY TED WIGHT
one senior elective, the
Alienated Hero.
O’Brien graduated
from SLUH in 1998 and
then went on to receive
undergraduate and graduate degrees from Truman
State University.
Sean O’Brien
After teaching composition courses at Jefferson Community College, O’Brien taught at St. Joseph’s Academy
for five years before arriving at SLUH. He
has also coached wrestling since college,
having volunteered for several years. He
became the C-team coach at SLUH a year
after he began teaching at St. Joe’s and has
coached at the JV level for the last two years.
O’Brien was a counselor at Upward
Bound, SLUH’s summer program for rising eighth graders for six years and then
as a teacher for five. At Upward Bound, he

ment and now looks forward to working with
them full-time.
“It is interesting that every English
teacher that I had at SLUH is still here,” said
O’Brien, adding that it is “a challenge to be
in this larger tradition.” O’Brien also said
that he is looking forward to the year and
that one of his goals for this year is “getting
the feel of the school.”
In addition to teaching English, O’Brien
will continue coaching the JV wrestling
squad, but will also fill in coaching wrestling
wherever needed.
O’Brien said that he benefits from the
move because he can now communicate with
students he has taught at Upward Bound and
wrestlers at SLUH, and will no longer have
to make long drives to wrestling practices
and meets.
“It’s a combination of convenience and
being more plugged in,” he said.
“He is a very friendly and approachable
teacher,” said sophomore Joe Walsh.
“He’s an experienced teacher, and I’m
impressed that he still wants to learn more,”
said English teacher Rich Moran.

September 3, 2010
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McGuire joins tech team, coaches football Farley takes on
by Nick Janson
and Stephen Lumetta
reporters

tions support specialist at Perfect Commerce
in Kansas City, and last worked in Thompson
Motors’ information technology. McGuire
an McGuire is the newest member has had a lot of experience with large operaPHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO
of the St. Louis
tions.
U. High IT staff, filling
“I have always known
the place of Tim Rittenabout SLUH,” said Mchouse, who has moved
Guire. “My aunt and uncle
away from daily tech dulive in this neighborhood
ties.
and my cousins went here
McGuire attended
back in the ’80’s. They
Freeburg High School,
brought me to SLUH sevwhere he played football
eral times and I attended
for the Freeburg Mighty
the SLUH football camp
Midgets. After graduation
for several summers. When
he attended the University
I saw the job posting for IT
of Central Missouri, where
at SLUH, I was immediately
he continued football and
interested.” 		
started at offensive line
In addition to IT, McGuire
from 1998 through 2000
is assistant coach for the
for the Mules.
freshman football team.
Mr. Dan McGuire
McGuire has had prior
“I think we’re making
experience as an applicaa lot of progress,” said

D

HUSSUNG

(from 2)
        Hussung will also be attending English
colleague Terry Quinn’s senior Poetry class
on Fridays during the first semester, where
the class will be discussing Dante’s Inferno.
        Hussung added that he considers himself
very lucky to teach at a school that offers
faculty a chance to take such a sabbatical.
“I’m pretty sure it is an unusual thing. I think
it is a wonderful thing. I think we are a better school because of it,” said Mr. Hussung.
        English department chair Terry Quinn
said it has helped to make up for Hussung’s
absence that the English department has an
extra ASC teacher this year.
“We’ve been fortunate this year to have
two ASC volunteers (instead of the usual
one), so we have not had to adjust too many
things. We’ve got an extra two sections
covered by the extra volunteer,” said Quinn.
        Quinn mentioned that he was glad
teachers like Hussung had a chance to take
such a sabbatical. “Knowing Mr. Hussung
and watching his interest in theater become
a passion, it’s a terrific thing that this school
has institutionalized a way of supporting
teachers who get really interested in a topic
and want to pursue that topic further. So, I
think it’s one of those things where we don’t
know exactly what that contribution will
be when he gets back. Everything that he
does eventually shows up in his classroom,”
said Quinn.

Stinehart travels to Ireland, competes in All-Irish Fleadh
by Luke Buckheit
reporter

S

t. Louis U. High junior Connor Stinehart was part of a group of 22 elementary, middle, and high school students
from Saint Louis Irish Arts who traveled to Ireland for two weeks at the end
of summer and into the beginning of the
school year. The group competed in the
All-Ireland Fleadh, a festival of traditional Irish Music.
Stinehart, who plays the harmonica and
pennywhistle, spent his first week traveling
around Ireland with the group and seeing
famous Irish landmarks such as the Blarney
Stone and the Cliffs of Moher.
“(My favorite place) was this beautiful
cliff, straight into Galway Bay, with big,
gargantuan rocks sitting up against the cliff
walls,” Stinehart said.
Following the tour, he spent two days
in the town of Skibbereen, where the group
rehearsed and played a concert with a group
of traditional Irish musicians. Finally, they
arrived in the town of Cavan, where they
spent five days playing with master Irish
musicians while learning traditional Irish

Huether teaches junior English
by Justin Dussold
and Jack Mohrmann
reporters

and pursued a degree in Science, Technology,
and International Affairs.
During college, Huether took on a couple
ou might know him as the guy be- of short internships, two of them in Washinghind the counter in the Rec Room, ton, D.C., and one in the Attorney General’s
busy doling out pool balls and taking
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT office in St. Louis.
in nickels when they are
Huether then decided to
inevitably dropped on
return to SLUH as an ASC
the hard concrete. Upteacher. “I knew that ASC at
per classmen might know
SLUH was a chance to give
him as the Ultimate Frisback to Jesuit education
bee coach and juniors
and to benefit from a year
might know him as their
of work with our dynamic,
English teacher.
welcoming faculty, staff,
ASC volunteer Tim
students, and community,”
Huether was born in Florida
he said.
but raised in his parents’
Huether credits his easy
native St. Louis. After
transition from college life
finishing the eighth grade,
to ASC life to “the faculty
Huether went to St. Louis
as a whole, and particularly
U. High and graduated in
Mr. Linhares’ new teachers’
2006. He wrestled in freshprogram, and the English
Mr. Tim Huether
man year and played on the
Department.”
Ultimate Frisbee team from his sophomore
As part of the ASC, Huether is teachyear to his senior year. The endeavors at ing two sections of Junior English. While a
SLUH that he took most seriously were his student under English teachers David Callon,
participation in Sisyphus, the school art and Tim Curdt and Bill George, Huether “grew
literary magazine, and his position as editor incredibly in my ability to write descriptive
in chief for in the Prep News.
prose and interpret complex texts,”and hopes
After he earned his high school diploma, to use what he’s learned at SLUH to “help
Huether enrolled at Georgetown University my students grow as writers and readers.”

Y

McGuire. “I think we’re going to improve
greatly throughout the year and will win a
lot of games.”
Although they got off to a tough start
against MICDS, McGuire seems very confident in the team’s potential. The freshmen
football players like McGuire, and were
happy to talk about him.
“He’s a tank,” said freshman Sidarth
Iyer. “Coach McGuire is hugely responsible
for making our offensive line the beast that
it is.”
Said Freshman Rekwane Wagner, “He’s
dedicated to getting us in shape and making
us our best.”
McGuire has enjoyed his first few weeks
at SLUH.
“The IT staff and the faculty have
been extremely helpful and friendly,” said
McGuire. “The students and players are respectful and hard working.” Already beloved
by his players, McGuire should fit in nicely.

songs
“It was pretty incredible,” Stinehart
said. “Traditional Irish music is actually very
fast-paced and very technical, so watching
somebody who was really, really good at it
was a heck of an experience.”
For the final two days of the trip, the
students competed in the All-Ireland Fleadh,
a festival and series of competitions dedicated to traditional Irish music, song, and
dance. The largest festival of its kind, more
than 200,000 visitors and 11,000 musicians
were estimated to have attended, including
4,000 international competitors.
“It had a very international atmosphere,”
Stinehart said.
Stinehart competed in the harmonica
category at the Fladh. He enjoyed watching
fellow musicians as well.
“As a musician, it’s always fun to watch
people who are better than you are because
you can really learn and grow from that.”
On whether it was worth missing several
days of school, Stinehart said, “I think it
was.”
-Nathan Rubbelke contributed to reporting.

CARLISLE

(from 2)

erates NHS, was pleased with the quality
of the discussions, and felt that they are the
most important part of the summer reading
experience.
“It’s an occasion to get together as a
community,” said Chott. “Everybody should
be open to reading something different that
they wouldn’t normally pick up.”
Science teacher Steve Kuensting offered
an opposing perspective, suggesting that
the discussion groups next year be planned
based on separating different grade levels.
“Freshmen don’t have the ability to
see insights like upperclassmen do, and I
thought they felt a bit overwhelmed,” said
Kuensting. Regardless of the layout of the
groups, Kuensting felt his discussion group
went well, albeit short on time.
“At first the conversation was awkward,” said English teacher David Callon.
Despite initial feelings toward the discussion,
In addition to teaching, Huether will be
working with the Prep News and coaching
the Ultimate Frisbee team. He hopes that this
year’s team will be able to “finally wrench
the State title from the other Jesuit high
school in St. Louis.”

freshmen
history classes
by Connor Madden
and Matt Neyer
reporters

N

ew to St. Louis U. High faculty this
year is Alumni Service Corps member Ben Farley. Farley ’06 is teaching
three sections of freshman Global History.
Along with teaching, Farley assists coaching JV football, moderates the Rec Room,
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT
and will help
with pastoral
and admissions activities. Farley
played two
years of varsity football
and is an Eagle Scout.
Farley
received his
degrees in political science
and economics from the
Mr. Ben Farley
University of
Notre Dame. While at college, Farley spent
one semester abroad observing the United
Kingdom’s Parliament. After graduating
from Notre Dame last spring, Farley decided
to join the ASC.
When asked why he wanted to join the
ASC, Farley said, “Since I was a student,
it was always something I thought would
be a great experience.” He explained that
he had befriended former ASC teachers
at SLUH, such as former theology teacher
Matt Stewart. He also hoped that he would
have an opportunity to influence students,
and hoped that they can relate better to a
younger teacher.
Freshman Justin Dussold says that
Farley employs various teaching materials
including maps and YouTube videos.
“(Farley) seems like a versatile, easygoing teacher,” remarked Dussole.
When asked what he expected for the
year, Farley said being a teacher would be
a sobering experience because his perspective of the school year is no longer that of a
student.
“The focal point is really on the students,
not on myself anymore; I’m here for them
now,” said Farley.

Callon felt that the book helped students to
reflect upon how Carlisle can relate to certain
aspects of how they view athletics today.
“A handful of people dominated the
discussion,” said junior Luke Reichold. “But
you could really get the momentum picked
up and get going on a good topic.”
Reception of Carlisle seemed mixed
at best, with the majority of the criticism
directed at the book’s writing style.
“Clearly, it’s not the best written book,”
conceded Zarrick.
“It read like a history book,” said sophomore Kyle Krause.
English teacher Jim Raterman thought
Carlisle was “flawed,” yet he felt that the
discussions were nonetheless beneficial.
            “It’s good that we read a flawed book,
because we tend to read books that are free
of clichés and have a clear climax, so this
allows us to see the difference in books we
usually read here at SLUH,” said Raterman.
“I liked it not so much for the sports,
but for the history,” said freshman Paul
Fister, who went on to note that nobody in
his discussion group expressed an extremely
strong approval of the book.
            “I didn’t like it,” said junior Andrew
Woodcock. “It was pretty repetitive and
they went off on tangents a lot; it was kind
of hard to keep track of.”
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(from 1)
is consistent in appearance and form.
“I think that that’s the new perspective that I bring,
because I have a marketing background,” said Schmelter.
“It’s not only that we recruit, but its how we go out there,
and that we always share consistent messages and what
you see on the website
is the same as what you
see in the admissions
material.”
Schmelter described this consistency
as necessary to building
an image, something
SLUH has not had to
actively promote in the
past.
“The marketing is
not intending to change
who we are or how we
describe our school. It’s
more intended to be a
little bit more proactive
in terms of getting our
message out there. ‘Hey
we’re SLUH. We’re
Jesuit education,’” said Schmelter.
Perhaps the most concrete and immediate way to attract
new students is in person. To this end, SLUH will continue
to participate in traditional high school nights at different
locations around the city. But the school has recently become
a member of the organization Independent Schools of St.
Louis as well. Part of that membership will be participation
for the first time in secondary school nights for public school
students in the area.
New Vice Principal for Diversity Chip Clatto has plans
for expanding SLUH’s reach into St. Louis Public Schools,
specifically focusing on minority students unaware of or
previously uninterested in SLUH. While Schmelter would

LOGAN

(from 1)
Although Patrick spent many hours working on the film
with Stewart and Howard, yesterday was the first time he
and his castmates saw it from start to finish. Before the show,
Patrick, who sat with his family, expected a little brotherly

Today
be involved in the admission of such students, she acknowledged that specific recruitment of minorities is largely done
out of Clatto’s office.
“My role as director of admissions is to try to attract
the top students in the area regardless of their background,”
said Schmelter.
Except for a few minor
changes, the admissions process will carry
itself on as in years past,
according to Schmelter.
Applications to SLUH
will once again be online, but students will
not have to wait for the
archdiocesan deadline
to complete the application or schedule
an interview. Director
of Financial Aid Craig
Hannick will maintain
the online data throughout the process.
Hannick will continue to oversee SLUH’s
Illustration by Bobby Lux financial aid program
independently from the office of admissions. According
to Hannick, nearly 400 students have applied for over
$2,000,000 in financial aid this year. The two offices collide
at the point of admission.
“Part of the job that Mrs. Schmelter has to do from
the marketing aspect is to promote the fact that a St. Louis
U. High education is affordable. With over $2,000,000 of
financial aid, we can meet the needs of those who cannot
afford full tuition,” said Hannick.
In addition to financial aid, Hannick will continue to
serve as a consultant for the admissions office, which he
directed

love from Christian during the showing.
“I guarantee Christian will give me trouble (about my
acting),” Probst said. “Oh, our loving relationship…”
Logan will be playing in select theaters nationwide
starting Sept. 10.

Billiken
	Briefings

Forecast printed with permission of
the National Weather Service.
St. Louis, MO Weather Service Office
Phone: 636-441-8467
Compiled by Nick Fandos and
Conor Gearin

-Please make plans to attend
the St. Louis University High
School Family Mass on Sunday,
September 12, 2010, 9:30 a.m.
in the SLUH Commons. Join us
to pray the Rosary at 9:15 a.m.
Light refreshments will follow.
Attention SLUH Dads:
-Don’t miss the upcoming opening Fathers’ Club meeting, “Beer
and Brats” (a dads-only event!),
on Tuesday, September 7th, at
6:00 p.m. in the SLUH Commons.
This is your opportunity to meet
other SLUH dads, enjoy good
food and drink, learn about all
the upcoming Fathers’ Club
events, and sign up for volunteer
opportunities.
Hope to see you on the 7th!

the

Prep News wants

you
To come up for an article,
photo, or cartoon assignment
after school today in J220.

YE WHO LOVE YOUR
SCHOOL:

ENLIST!

9am
AP
4pm
4:30pm
6pm
7pm
Lunch

September 3, 2010

Mass of the Holy Spirit
Picture Day (Formal Attire)
Mother’s Club Workshop
Snack—Chicken Quesa Rolls
C Soccer vs. Vianney
Cross Country @ First Capital Invite
JV Soccer vs. DeSmet
Soccer @ St. Ignatius
Football vs. Ladue
Special—Crispitos
Healthy—BBQ Chicken Skewers

Saturday, September 4
1pm

Soccer @ Brebuef Jesuit

Sunday, September 5
No Events

Monday, September 6

Labor Day
B Soccer @ Chaminade Tourney

No Classes

Schedule R
B Soccer @ Chaminade Tourney
7:50am
STUCO Homeroom Rep Voting
AP
College Rep: St. Louis College of 		
		
Pharmacy (M115)
Snack—Curly Fries
4pm
Swimming @ Parkway South
4:30pm
JV Football @ Ladue
5pm
Soccer @ CBC Tourney vs. Vianney
6pm
Father’s Club General Meeting
Lunch
Special—Bosco Pizza
Healthy—Cheddar Cheese Omelet
Schedule R
Wednesday, September 8
B Soccer @ Chaminade Tourney
7:50am STUCO Homeroom Rep Voting
AP	
Freshman Moms’ Cookie Sale
College Reps: Jesuit Excellence Tour 		
		(Danis Lobby)
Snack—Apple Strudel Sticks
4pm JV Soccer @ Priory
Lunch Special—Burritos/Enchilada
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan
Schedule R
Thursday, September 9
7:50am STUCO Homeroom Rep Voting
AP	
Freshman Moms’ Cookie Sale
College Reps:
		
Bellarmine University (M108)
		
Belmont University (M110)
		
Millikin University (M112)
		
Murray State University (M114)
		
Santa Clara University (M103)
		
University of Tulsa (M105)
		
Vanderbilt University (M107)
Snack—Pizza Sticks
11am Mix-it-up Lunch
4:30pm C Football vs. DuBourg
7pm Soccer @ CBC Tourney vs. CBC
Lunch Special—Chicken Bites
Healthy—Baked Mostaciolli
Schedule R
Friday, September 10
7:50am STUCO Homeroom Rep Voting

Tuesday, September 7

AP	

Freshman Moms’ Cookie Sale
College Reps:
		
Saint John’s University (M108)
		
Southern Methodist University
			(M110)
Snack—Pepperoni Boscos
1:30pm College Rep: The College of Wooster
		(Counseling Office)
4:30pm C Soccer vs. Edwardsville
7pm Football @ Webster Groves
Lunch Special—Brunch for Lunch
Healthy—Pizza Calzone

