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HOCKEY TIES FHC
1-1 IN SEMIFINAL
SERIES OPENER
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by Joe Klein
core staff

T
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Junior Dan Warnecke slices and dices to advance the puck last night.

period, FHC’s quickness caught
up with the Jr. Bills. FHC’s Chase
Rey gave the Spartans a 1-0 lead
with a shot past senior goalie Justin
Ragland’s pad and into the bottom
right corner to conclude one of
FHC’s many fast breaks during

the first period.
FHC continued to ride its momentum early in the second period
as SLUH struggled to keep tabs on
FHC’s offensive attack. The Spartans held control of SLUH’s zone,
continued on page 6

Senior kickboxing classes cancelled
Schedule constraints led
to cancellation; some
seniors disappointed
by Matt Cooley
core staff

K

ickboxing class disappeared
from about 15 seniors’ schedules this semester. Because of
scheduling concerns, P.E. teacher
Patrick Zarrick cancelled the class,
which made its debut earlier this
year. Students have been disappointed about the cancellation
and seem unsure about the reasons
behind it.
According to Assistant Principal for Academics Tom Becvar, the
class was cancelled over Christmas
break. The cancellation displaced
about 15 seniors, who were moved
into weights classes if they needed
P.E. credit to graduate.
Senior Ben Emnett, who took
kickboxing over the summer and
planned to take it this semester
as well, was disappointed in the
cancellation.
“I really enjoyed the class and
I wish they wouldn’t have cancelled
it,” said Emnett.
Because more time was available during the year than there
was in past summer classes, Zarrick was able to take the class to

Students respond to V2K plans
Panel discusses Commons renovations

by Nathan Rubbelke
and Mike Lumetta
core staff, sports editor

fter 45 minutes of play, the St.
Louis U. High hockey team’s
semifinal series with Francis Howell Central remains a clean slate.
Playing in a dogfight of a game,
the Jr. Bills tied Francis Howell
Central (FHC) 1-1 at the Hardee’s
IcePlex last night, leaving game
two as a winner-takes-all scenario
for a trip to the Challenge Cup
Championship at the Scottrade
Center.
SLUH started the game playing timid hockey. The Jr. Bills
watched as FHC quickly moved
the puck down the ice, controlling SLUH’s zone. FHC’s fast
style of play and odd-man rushes
left SLUH struggling to find any
momentum on the offensive side
of the puck.
With 1:23 left in the first
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a more advanced level. The class
culminated in a fighting exhibition
in December, where seven pairs of
students sparred at a well-attended
activity period event.
Even though having more
time overall allowed the class to
progress to the point where they
could publicly display their skills,
the class was always pressed for
time. Since the class was scheduled
immediately after activity period,
Zarrick and his students often spent
part of activity period working.
“I think the class worked a lot
better (in the summer), because it
was every day and not every other
day, and you had more time,” said
senior Jon Conley. “It’s just kind
of hard to get everything ready, get
warmed up, and still have time for
kickboxing.”
Since the second semester
is shorter than the first semester,
especially for seniors who lose
a month of class time to Senior
Project, Zarrick decided that the
class would be even more difficult
to complete during the second
semester than in the first. In meetings with the administration shortly
after the first semester class and
exhibition ended, Zarrick and the
P.E. department decided to cancel
the class.
“It took every minute of class

time the entire semester to achieve
the results that we did,” said Zarrick. “We did not feel that we could
accomplish all of the objectives
with that much loss of class time
for seniors in the second semester
and thought it best to not teach the
course.”
While Zarrick confirmed that
he made the final decision to cancel
the class, many students believe
that the administration had a significant hand in the process. After
the exhibition, rumors circulated
among students that Moran had
been unhappy with the event.
Moran said that he had a meeting the day of the exhibition and
was not in attendance. He denied
that these rumors had any basis in
reality.
“Sometimes things get completely made up,” said Moran. “I
wasn’t there. I don’t make decisions
about cancelling or not cancelling
classes. So that’s as much as I can
defend about how I felt about the
event or the class.”
Some students believed that
the administration viewed kickboxing with some distaste beyond mere
scheduling concerns. Juniors Adam
Keeley and Sean Murphy have been
working to start an after-school
kickboxing club. Murphy said
continued on page 4

he final piece of Vision 2000
has begun falling into place,
as St. Louis U. High plans to
move forward on a proposal to
redevelop the Commons into a
multipurpose event space and
cafeteria, and create a main entrance out of the adjacent lobby
area. To gauge overall student
opinion toward the proposal, the
Prep News convened a panel of six
students after school Tuesday to
generate thoughts and suggestions
regarding the proposed design of
the Commons.
The current proposal calls for
an initial renovation of the Commons into a cafeteria space, which
would periodically be transformed
to accommodate special events.
Current architectural renderings
portray a bold makeover of the
Commons, transforming it from

a former gymnasium into a more
modern and versatile event space.
Floor-to-ceiling windows will
grace the south wall, and acoustic
ceiling panels will be installed,
along with new chandeliers. A permanent stage will be erected, and
couches will be added in order to
create more student lounge space.
Sophomore Xavier Reese,
juniors Ryan Burke, Matt Hruz,
and Alec Lombardo, and seniors
John Sachs and Luke Hellwig
made up the panel, which met for
approximately an hour after school
Tuesday.
The idea to create a more
prominent entrance was favored
by the students, who noted the
lackluster of the current entryway.
“It’s good that they’re renovating the entrance as well,” said
senior Luke Hellwig. “(Currently),
it’s kind of dingy, kind of boring,
continued on page 4

Question & Answer

Clatto discusses first year,
diversity issues at SLUH
February is Assistant Principal
for Diversity Chip Clatto’s seventh
month at SLUH. Clatto is only the
second Assistant Principal for Diversity but has immediately made
the role his own. In an interview
with Editor-in-Chief Nick Fandos,
Clatto talked about the AIM Survey,
admissions, ACES, and his time at
SLUH thus far. The interview has
been edited for length.
Prep News: This month is your
seventh as assistant principal for
diversity at SLUH. How would
you evaluate those first months?
Chip Clatto: It’s an amazing
place. It’s wonderful to be in a
professional environment, an
environment that is so focused
on academics and personal and
spiritual growth of our kids. And
I don’t say that lightly. Although I
will also say I miss my kids from my
previous job in the public schools.
There’s just so much chaos and
turmoil and bureaucracy (there),
that this has been a very, almost
uplifting, environment for me to
be in. So I’m very thankful and
I’m very appreciative to be in this
environment.
Now, that’s not to say that
we’re perfect or that we’re (not)
trying to strive to be better in a wide
range of areas. So from that stand-

point, I look forward to the future,
and these past seven months have
had some challenging moments
and some moments that have been
very rewarding. Like I said, I look
forward to many more of those to
come.
PN: Those seven months have
given you time to get an idea
about where things stand at
SLUH. Where would you say
SLUH is in terms of diversity
right now? And where would you
like it to be?
CC: One of the things that coming into this job I guess that I was
unaware, per se, of some perceptions of who we are in the general
community. As an outsider, as a
former outsider that actually drove
past the building every day going
to Gateway, I knew it was an outstanding school. But you always
heard rumors of the school being
elitist and so forth.
When I started going out and
reaching out, when we were in the
admissions phase back in August,
September, October last year, when
we had our middle school night and
I was talking to minority families,
and I was trying to get them on
campus so we could just talk about
who we are, what we had to offer,
continued on page 3
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Varsity Mock Trial defeated
The Varsity squad faltered against Ladue,
but was redeemed by the JV team’s victory
over MICDS last Tuesday. Page 2

Junior Whitney competes in Columbia
Jr. Bills wrestler junior Will Whitney took
on tough competition at State and did not
make it out of the qualifying rounds. Page 6

Deves ends Moran’s Parade theory
Senior Stephen Deves’ question was published in Parade magazine, discrediting an
English teacher’s conspiracy theory. Page 8

Angieri bound for national competition
Junior Jean-Paul Angieri won the regional
Shakespeare Competition and is now bound
for the national contest in New York. Page 2

Basketball falls in District Semis
The Jr. Bills had the difficult task of facing
the Chaminade Red Devils and lost after
hanging on for the first half. Page 6

LaBelle, ’97, meets Stan the Man
SLUH alumnus Kurt LaBelle got to talk to
Cardinals legend Stan Musial while reporting for TV news channels 2 and 11. Page 4
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Vaulting ambition:
Angieri wins again
With Hamlet soliloquy, junior wins regional
meet; is now bound for national contest
by John Webb
reporter

A

fter winning St. Louis U.
High’s Shakespeare Competition in December, junior JeanPaul Angieri emerged victorious
again in the regional competition.
A day before the SLUH
competition, Angieri still hadn’t
chosen a soliloquy. He asked for
a recommendation from junior
Ben Luczak, who suggested the
Hamlet soliloquy beginning, “O
that this too, too sullied flesh.”
Angieri didn’t waste any time
debating Luczak’s suggestion
and memorized the soliloquy. For
the regional competition, Angieri
performed the same soliloquy as
well as a sonnet. Angieri’s choice
was Shakespeare’s Sonnet 14, “Not
from the stars do I my judgment
pluck.”
“I just kind of liked it. It had
a nice ring to it,” said Angieri of
his choice.
Angieri has participated in
SLUH’s speech team and performed as St. Thomas More in
SLUH’s production of A Man for
All Seasons. His past experiences
prepared him for the regional competition, but Angieri noted differences between the performances,
chiefly the lack of context when
performing a soliloquy or a sonnet.
“You don’t have the character
built up that you would have developed for a play,” said Angieri. “It’s a
very different way of performing.”
According to Angieri, the
mood at the competition was very

relaxed until he found out he was
to perform first. He just tried to be
“the medium for what Shakespeare
is trying to say.”
After the seven other contestants had gone, the three judges
awarded Angieri first place.
When asked for a favorite
line, Angieri joked, “I get to say
‘prognostication’ in the sonnet.
That’s a fun one.”
English teacher Chuck Hussung coached Angieri in a few
different ways. First, he made sure
Angieri understood the words on
a basic level. He also instructed
Angieri on making distinctions in
the soliloquy between talking to
himself and talking to the audience.
Then, he helped Angieri decipher
the meaning of Shakespeare’s
verses.
“It’s not exactly poetry, but it’s
not prose. How you deliver verse
that’s not a poem creates some
special problems and possibilities,”
said Hussung.
Hussung has been expanding
his knowledge of performance
during his ongoing sabbatical. He
took an Acting II class at Washington University in St. Louis in the
fall from instructor Bill Whitaker,
husband of fine arts teacher Kathryn Whitaker. Some of the course
was devoted to monologues where
Whitaker instructed students to
move around in a six foot by six
foot box.
“Moving makes sense, but
continued on page 4

Luczak competes in
Poetry Out Loud regionals
by Jack Godar
reporter

P

rose took a backseat to its
more rhythmic cousin during
the Poetry Out Loud Regional
Contest at the Foundry Performing
Arts Center on Feb. 16.
St. Louis U. High junior Ben
Luczak journeyed to St. Charles
to compete in the regional competition after winning the SLUH
competition. Along with the poem
Luczak performed to win the SLUH
contest—The Death of Allegory
by Billy Collins—Luczak also
performed Time of Lost Wooing
by St. Thomas More and The Last
Laugh by Wilfred Owen.
Poetry Out Loud moderator
and English teacher Chuck Hussung was pleased by Luczak’s
performance, especially with his
performance of The Death of Allegory, which drew laughs from
the audience.
“He was the only competitor
who got any audible response from
the audience,” said Hussung. “It
felt like it had grown since he last
performed it.”
Luczak was relaxed during the
competition, a feeling he attributed
to his preparation.
“I wasn’t too nervous,” Luczak
said. “My dad was there and we

were cracking jokes.”
Hussung praised Luczak’s
preparation for Poetry Out Loud,
noting that Luczak was the only
contestant from SLUH who had
his poems memorized when he
came back from Christmas break.
Hussung also said that Luzcak’s
preparation allowed him to focus
more on polishing the delivery of
the poems.
“(It is) the only time I ever
remember somebody coming back
ready with his poems,” Hussung
said.
Only the top two performers at
the Poetry Out Loud contest place.
The winner was Terry Watkins from
Crossroads College Preparatory
Academy, and second place went
to a student from Lafayette High
School.
Luczak’s favorite poem to
perform was The Last Laugh by
Wilfred Owen, because he was able
to scare people with the poem.
“It was an intense poem,”
Luzcak said.
His favorite part of the contest
was hearing everyone’s interpretation of the poems and enjoying the
poems.
“There were a lot of cool different poems,” Luzcak said.

Senior Ralph Scozzafava looks over his case at the Varsity Mock Trial meet against Ladue on Tuesday.

Mock Trial falls, but headed to Regionals
by Adam Cooley
and Michael Daugherty
reporters

T

he varsity and junior varsity
Mock Trial teams took part
in their second trial of the year on
Tuesday night. The varsity squad
suffered a devastating loss to Ladue’s Mock Trial team as Ladue
took both judges’ ballots. The JV
team, after waiting almost an entire
day for the final decision, won over
all three judges, recording more
points on each ballot than MICDS.
The Mock Trial squads used
the same case as their previous
trial. In this case, a 16-year-old boy
named Brock Gabriel Suzcik was
charged for drunk driving and the
death of a pregnant woman’s baby
in the crash. In the last trial, SLUH
varsity defended the case and JV
prosecuted. For the second trial,
each team switched sides of the
case, setting varsity as prosecution
and the JV team as defense.
The varsity Mock Trial team
suffered what it thought was a
very close loss in the trial against
Ladue. Because the trial only had
two judges instead of the regular
three, one judge’s ballot counted
for two. The judge’s double ballot

went to Ladue’s defense by one
point.
In response to the judges’
decision, senior witness Conor
Fellin said, “Both teams had a few
major weaknesses. It’s difficult
to pinpoint when the judges few
deciding moments happened.”
As usual, the varsity team had
a few standout performers. Seniors
Conor Fellin and Logan Hayward
excelled in their trial with the other
first time Mock Trial members.
Fellin said, “I was really impressed by how they performed
under the pressure of the trial.”
The JV Mock Trial squad faced
off with MICDS, who was ranked
second in the state of Missouri at
the time.
Multiple JV Mock Trial members were feeling a bit uneasy about
facing such a prestigious mock trial
team.
First-time Mock Trial member
sophomore Justin Sinay said, “I
was really intimidated coming in
there.”
Senior attorney Ralph Scozzafava said, “We went in there kind
of shaky facing MICDS.”
The team put in a lot of work
to beat MICDS, though.

Scozzafava said, “We probably put about 20 hours of work
into this past week alone preparing
for the trial”.
After hearing the final decision, the JV team was very proud
of its win against a team which
Conor Fellin called, “an invulnerable dynasty.”
When asked about standout
performances, Sinay replied, “Chip
Moloney and Ralph Scozzafava
were really good. Best performance
I’ve ever seen.”
Because they have performed
well in their two trials this year,
SLUH Mock Trial will be able
to send one team to the Regional
round of Mock Trial competition.
Mock Trial moderator Anne Marie
Lodholz will combine the two
teams to create the best possible
team for the Regional round of play.
If SLUH does well in the
Regionals, they have a chance
at getting to the Missouri State
competition.
In response to their invite to
Regionals, Sinay said, “It feels
pretty good. We’re looking forward
to Regionals, but we want State.”

Science Club explores LaBarque Creek
by Adam
reporter
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S

t. Louis U. High Science Club
hiked last Sunday through LaBarque Creek Conservation Area,
exploring a landscape carved by
millennia of water.
Some 45 minutes south of St.
Louis, the LaBarque Creek Conservation Area, which opened in 2007,
is a designated Conservation Opportunity Area that covers 13 miles
in northwest Jefferson County. The
land the Science Club transversed
is rugged—over 60 percent is
considered steep according to the
area’s website—and is home to 44
species of fish living in the almost
seven-mile stream that gives the
area its name.
The Science Club group consisted of freshmen Ian Gallagher,
Peter Charles, and Benjamin Banet,
science teacher Steven Kuensting,
and parent Steve Gallagher.
Though it began on a trail,
the expedition did not just stick
to the trail. Benjamin Banet, who
suggested the trip, led the group
down a creek bed where the area’s

Freshman Ian Gallagher examines a rock formation last Sunday with the Science Club.

fascinating geology became especially clear.
The area was dotted with
canyons, bluffs, and crevices.
Kuensting said many of the rock
formations, some ledges, caves,
and canyons, were caused by St.
Peter’s sandstone a mineral softer
than the stones which surround it.
Kuensting described it as “pure
white silicone sand—it looks like
rock but you can actually scrape it
out with your fingernails.”
Over time, the creek washed

the stone away, leaving ledges and
crevices of sturdier rock along the
route.
One of these formations was
the spot they ate lunch—a twoto-three foot crevice where the
hungry hikers could dangle their
feet. Along their route, the group
also encountered several waterfalls
and fossils in the creek bed.
The group enjoyed the trip.
Rain that had been expected that
continued on page 4
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Clatto talks about first year at job, diversity at SLUH
(from 1)

I was kind of taken aback by some of the
negative perceptions of who we are. That
we weren’t open to minorities. That we were
racist. That we weren’t fair to some of our
current minority students, as far as being
on the same playing field as non-minority
students here in the building.
One of the questions broached to me
was how many African-American teachers
do you have? There were some questions
that were very sensitive and that kind of
jolted me a little bit because where I came
from was extremely diverse, not only the
faculty but the student population. So I had
to work with these families and work on
dispelling a lot of these false notions that
no, we’re not racist. We are welcoming. We
are open. So that, for me, was challenging at
the time, but at the same time it’s been very
rewarding because I’ve seen a lot of these
families that had negative notions of who
we are, they are big-time supporters of St.
Louis University High School now. So for
me, that metamorphosis from maybe where
their thought-process was in August to where
they are now is a great thing.
Do we have a long way to go? Yes, we
do. There are still a lot of negative connotations about SLUH.
We’ve got a long way to go, but we
need to overcome these perceptions as a
community. It’s not just Mr. Clatto. This is
a group effort.
PN: Earlier this year in an interview with
the Prep News you said we’re all working towards the same goals in terms of
diversity. What are those goals?
CC: I addressed the staff at the first faculty
meeting we had that one of my major goals
was to lift the veil from SLUH. Let minorities—African-American, Asian, Latino,
whatever the case may be—know who we
are. Know what we stand for. Like I said,
there’s a lot of misconceptions of who we
are, but the spirituality aspect, not only the
great academics, but all the co-curriculars,
the athletics, the leadership development
components of SLUH, Men for Others, what
that is—not just a slogan, but actually our
students embodying that phrase, whether
it’s doing senior service projects or what
have you. That’s been an ongoing process.
I know I’m kind of jumping ahead a little
bit, but it’s kind of why we’re running the
ads is the St. Louis American. To the African
American population in St. Louis, this is who
we are. We’re proud of our African-American
alums. These are some of the accomplishments. Yes, they went here. Yes, the creator
of “Eyes on the Prize” series for goodness
sakes was a SLUH alum. Our police chief.
These are things that we need to be beating
the drum about.
At the end of the day, whether a minority student chooses to apply to come here,
I want them to know factually who we are,
what we stand for. And I want those kids to
aspire to come to SLUH. Just like a lot of our
kids in the Catholic schools, they aspire to
come to SLUH. It’s SLUH or bust. “I don’t
want to go to the other schools. I want to go
to St. Louis University High School.” Well,
I don’t want to be selfish, but I want to see
that same desire in minority populations.
Again this is not a linear process. It is
a process with ups and downs. Sometimes
you get your elbows skinned a little bit. But
we have made progress.
Unfortunately today in African-American communities we see a lot of homes that
are broken, a lot of homes that are lacking
dads. You all are going to be the caretakers of
this country, but I also want you to be good
husbands and to be good fathers because at
the end of the day that’s what matters.
When we talk about reaching out to
minority populations and so forth … I think
the message needs to be that once you come
to St. Louis University High School we care
about you, we will nurture you, and at the
end of the day when you walk across that

stage with that white tuxedo you will be a
man prepared for anything life will throw
at you. And believe it or not, a lot of these
minority families, that’s what they want.
PN: You have spent a great deal of time
and resources establishing connections
with grade schools and potential students
who SLUH has not traditionally presented
itself to. What would you say have been
the most important concrete steps you’ve
taken towards diversifying admissions?
CC: I think we’ve reached all corners of
the St. Louis Metropolitan Area. We’ve
reached every eighth grade student in the
St. Louis Public School District. We sent
out middle school invites to every eighth
grader. We reached out to every eighth grader
at Matthew’s Dickey and Herbert Hoover,
Kirkwood, JFL—reaching out to families,
letting them know what we have to offer. I’m
going to go back, we’re not there yet. … The
biggest thing that we’ve done is we’ve really
been proactive in going out and meeting with
presidents of organizations, meeting with
principals in these middle schools, having
a dialogue with the counselors…
A lot of these people just did not know.
Again, they had a perception of who we are
but until they actually sat down, they took a
tour of the facilities and they’re like, “oh my
goodness, we had no idea that you had this
much to offer. This is like a college campus.
This is tremendous. I want my own kids to
come here.” And it seemed like the more
and more we started inviting people in just
showing them what we had to offer, it kind
of snowballed. I believe in any successful
organization, relationships are the key.
The same thing with admissions, you’ve
got to build strong relationships. Unfortunately, on the flip side, it can be very rough
on you personally when you build relationships with families and they don’t get in, it’s
doubly difficult because you have a vested
interest in these kids. But at the same time,
you hope that those relationships will help
mend the feelings. As we continue our admissions work in the future people will say,
“You know what, ultimately they treated us
fairly. It is an outstanding school.”
So I think that it’s been a big-time learning experience for me. I think that we made
some big strides.
PN: There was a clear increase in the
number of minority applicants this admissions season. For example, the number of
African-American applicants rose from 44
to 64. There are other stats like these. Why
did this increase not correlate directly
with admissions?
CC: We had some quality applicants this
year. Unfortunately, some might say it’s
a numbers game. That some of these kids
got caught up in the numbers game. But I
think that I had mentioned before, that even
though we had qualified African-American
or minority applicants this year, I hope that
that continues. We are going to work harder
on preparation, on what families need to be
prepared to apply here starting at younger
grades. Fourth grade, fifth grade, sixth grade.
NF: The results of the AIM Diversity Survey
released earlier this school year indicated
issues related to sexual orientation as one
of the highest priority concerns among various school constituencies. How do you, and
how does the school, address an issue like
sexual orientation? And is there a process
or plan to do so?
CC: I reached out to some of our homosexual
students first semester. We had very frank,
open conversations. The bottom line was at
that particular time, they didn’t feel the need
for any organized or unorganized group.
They are fully aware that the administration supports all of our students regardless
of their sexual orientation. There are support
mechanisms for our kids. I do know that
there are a group of students that do meet
periodically with an adult in this building

kind of informally.
As of right now, and because some
of these young men know that my door is
always open, there have not been any issues
brought to my attention. But again, I would
just like to reiterate that regardless of one’s
sexual orientation, that we’re here for our
kids. So, if there is something that comes
up and that discussions need to take place,
PHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO

Mr. Chip Clatto

we’re here to support them…
NF: The survey highlighted a number of
diversity-related issues facing the school in
addition to sexual orientation. What, in your
opinion, are the largest challenges facing the
school in terms of diversity?
CC: An overall openness and awareness
to one another, because diversity comes
in many shapes and sizes. It’s not just ethnicity. It’s not just the color of one’s skin.
But it’s socioeconomic factors. It’s sexual
orientation…
And getting to know and respect each
other for who we are, because we each bring
something wonderful to the table. Because
in just a couple years when you guys go to
college and in the workforce—we live in
an extremely diverse society—some of you
are going to be getting jobs overseas and so
forth. The more that you come in contact with
different ethnicities and different diverse
groups, the more well-rounded you’re going
to be.
As for ... staff, we are very cognizant
of that fact. We are going to diversity hiring fairs and looking for qualified minority
teachers to join the staff here.
So, we look at diversity as a whole. It’s a
big issue. It’s not just a black and white thing.
It has many different components. We’re
very aware of all of them. It’s one of those
things where we just can’t sweep it under
the carpet and pretend it’s not there because
ultimately St. Louis University High School
is still in the city. While all our competitors
are all out west in the suburbs, we’re still in
the city, and we need to be cognizant of that
fact. Not only our makeup here on the inside
but how we are perceived on the outside is
vitally important as we move forward.
I think the AIM Survey brought that to
light, especially coming from some of our
alums that expressed concerns about the
faculty and the makeup of our student body
and so forth, because there are very talented
minority students that can get in here academically and quite possibly are tremendous
athletes, but they’ve chosen to go to other
schools because they perceive those schools
to be more open to minorities than us. It’s
not because they can’t. It’s because of that
perception…
When you look at that survey, I think we
all need to be cognizant that we don’t live in
a bubble. That even though it’s a wonderful
place to go to school and to work, how are
we perceived from the general public’s point
of view?
PN: In your seven months here, ACES
has undergone a significant revival of
activity and interest. Where do you see
the organization going? And what do you
think its focus should be?
CC: Again, I’m more of a where the rubber
meets the road kind of guy. I’m not—theo-
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ries and feel-good stuff is wonderful, but I
want us to do good things. I want us to get
involved. I’m interested in not only student’s
learning and understanding one another, but
also developing leaders who are going to
go out in the community and make positive
changes. That’s what I’ve seen.
Like I said, ACES is more diverse
now than we’ve probably ever been. That’s
important because people bring different
perspectives, different leadership styles,
different understandings of one another.
So, I can see ACES continue to grow. We’re
almost, I guess, probably about 40 or 50
students right now total. I would like to get
100.
We’ve got leadership retreats planned.
Like I said, we’re hosting on the 14th of
next month a harmony diversity Mass,
and then we’ll have breakout sessions for
twelve schools that’ll be here. We’ve had
this in the past, but we’re going to continue
to do that. So I just want our young men to
get involved in the community and to learn
from one another.
We’ve had Kabir and Kimola Muhammad come in and do diversity training and
leadership workshops with them periodically
last semester and once this semester already.
They’re going to be here two more times
this semester … And I think that (ACES
members) are enjoying it, and that’s the
main thing.
PN: This month is Black History Month.
You’ve produced a series of advertisements in the St. Louis American highlighting black SLUH alumni and the school’s
commitment to issues of race. What do
you think SLUH’s history on race will
look like 50 years form now?
CC: …Fifty years from now, I just think, I
want this place to be—again, I’m going to
go back to opportunities, openness, and that
if you are a young person, regardless of your
ethnicity, you know that this place is going
to take care of you, it’s going to support you,
and you’re going to get a world-class education. I think that’s our greatest legacy—that
our young men go out in the community
and they make a difference. Whether you’re
black, white, yellow, green, whatever the
case may be.
But I want people to look back and say
“St. Louis University High School” is a place
where I want my son to go. Remember, I told
you about aspiring. My five year-old already
knows all the cheers and already talks about
coming here. I would like to see minority
populations, just like the Catholic school
boys, to aspire to come here. I hope that
50 years from now that’s deeply ingrained
in the St. Louis community. Who knows,
we’ve only got 1100 spots, and maybe we
can expand to 2000 in fifty years. For me it’s
been really hard because we have so much
to offer, but we have limited seats. That’s
the hardest thing. We could fill 2000 seats. I
know Dr. Moran and Mr. Laughlin are going
to be like ‘no, don’t say that,’ but we could
fill up 2000 seats here easily. We’ve got good
kids that would love to come here, but we’re
so limited. Now, I’m getting carried away.
But that is what I’d like to see 50 years
from now—that all kids would aspire to
come to St. Louis University High School.

Corrections &
Amplifications
In the Feb. 11 edition of the Prep
News:
An article about a series
of advertisements highlighting
famous black SLUH alumni
quoted a school official who
incorrectly identified SLUH as the
only Catholic boys high school in
the city of St. Louis. St. Mary’s
High School is also a Catholic
boys school located in the city.
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Students discuss Commons renovations
(from 1)

and doesn’t give the idea … that you come
up in the morning and think ‘oh, this is a
great institution.’”
“One of the weakest points of SLUH
is the lack of a main entrance,” said junior
Alec Lombardo, who also noted that the
lobby’s prominent location would improve
first impressions that prospective students
would develop of SLUH.
The panel debated the merits of heavily investing in design of the Commons in
tandem with its renovation.
“If we have the opportunity to make our
campus a more beautiful place … then I think
we should do it right and make something
that will last, something that we won’t feel
like we need to renovate in another 20 or
30 years,” said Hellwig. Students debated
the merits, cost, and durability of different
kinds of flooring materials, for example.
Other attributes of the plan, such as
relocating the bookstore to the new main
entrance, were discussed, with the consensus
being that it would be beneficial to move it
to a more prominent location.
Hellwig proposed designing the Commons to be environmentally sensitive in both
its construction and operation. Although the
issue was not discussed by the administration
in an interview with the Prep News earlier
this year, the panel debated the merits of
maximizing energy efficiency in the Commons, saying that it would be ideal, though
cost could be prohibitive.
“Being a responsible member of the
community means practicing energy efficient methods to reduce our energy consumption,” said Hellwig. “Not to focus on
… it during this construction … would be
a missed opportunity.”

The Commons will most often function as a dining area, replacing the existing
cafeteria. Students agreed that continuing
to operate out of the present cafeteria was
not practical in the long-term, as it already
exceeds its capacity on a regular basis. The
details of how the future cafeteria will function were considered as well. Architectural
renderings display the Commons as containing circular tables fairly spread out from
one another, as opposed to the long benches
currently in the cafeteria.
“It seems as
if (the Commons)
wouldn’t create a
very close social
atmosphere,” said
senior John Sachs.
“There will be large
gaps in between
tables … and there
might be one group
that keeps grabbing chairs from
all other tables until there’s no more
space there.”
Lombardo felt that though the current
cafeteria benches were ideal to eat at, the
proposed circular tables would make conversations with the entire table much easier.
Even though the Commons will be
renovated and primarily serve as a daily
cafeteria, it will also retain its current
function—a home for Cashbah, all-school
Masses, reunions, mixers and other special
events. The practicality of that was raised,
as it was suggested that its role as a cafeteria could occasionally conflict with special
events, such as setup for Cashbah. In its

“If we have
the opportunity to make
our campus a more
beautiful
place ... we
should do it
right.”
–Luke Hellwig

News

previous incarnation as the gymnasium, this
conflict was also present, as it would often be
rendered unusable during setup for Cashbah
or all-school Masses.
“You can tell that it’s not meant for
(special events),” said junior Ryan Burke.
The issue of how to hold a mixer in the
newly-renovated Commons was also explored, as the large crowds typical of SLUH
mixers would likely conflict with the greatly
lowered ceiling space in the Commons.
Another main concern raised by students
was the potential isolation of the Commons’
lounge space, as well as other social areas
of the school, from the rest of the building.
After noting that the segregation of
academic space and social space has been
a concern of the Vision 2000 throughout the
project, the discussion shifted to whether
or not these common areas should be better
integrated into the layout of the school. The
relatively large distance between the Commons and the remainder of the school was
considered as a factor which may prevent
students from traversing there on a regular
basis.
“Kids won’t want to walk all the way
down to the Commons,” said senior John
Sachs.
According to President David Laughlin,
the Administration is currently in conversations with BSI Contractors, the project’s
general contractor, regarding details of the
proposal. No cost estimates have been released, and BSI is in the process of choosing
subcontractors, but the planning phase is still
proceeding along on schedule.
Editor in chief Nick Fandos contributed
reporting.

This Month in SLUH History
February 2004 | Volume 68
The final phase of Vision 2000 plans are
currently being finalized. In February of 2004, there
was much debate in the Prep News opinion pages
over certain elements of an earlier stage of Vision
2000. Former Latin substitute Michael Hayes, ‘96,
cried out against the V2K plans in a letter, pointing
to the destruction of a nearby neighborhood that the
expansion will cause.
“SLUH is a city school. While in grade
school my older brother took me to a U. High football
game. I remember walking through the Kings-Oak

neighborhood more than I remember the game. The
expansion doesn’t serve others. It serves SLUH and the
people who mistakenly believe that bigger is better.”
Hayes’s classmate Gregory Donovan fought
back to defend V2K, saying, “I don’t think we should
bemoan the loss of part of a neighborhood that had many
drug houses and fostered a level of crime that is not
only unacceptable for our fellow man but is also most
unacceptable for a high school.”

Second semester Kickboxing class cancelled
(from 1)
that in a hallway conversation with Moran
shortly after the exhibition, Moran indicated
that such a club would not be allowed.
Moran responded by saying he had no
opposition to kickboxing in general. He said
he did not remember such a conversation,
and he pointed out that decisions about
extracurriculars would go through Assistant
Principal for Student Life Brock Kesterson.
Keeley, who took summer kickboxing
two years ago and has since taken up training
on his own at a gym, said that the exhibition
might have appeared barbaric because of the
relative lack of training and the mismatch
of some fighters, though he was impressed
with Zarrick’s teaching overall.
“You can’t take a group of kids and
train them as a group and have them ready
to fight after one semester, given that you
only have half-hour classes to do it,” he
said. “And we had guys from probably two
to three weight classes difference going up
against each other.”
Zarrick said he was pleased with the
results of the exhibition, a view that Director
of Security Charlie Clark, who helped teach
the class, shared.
“Mr. Clark and I both thought that all

of the fighters represented themselves and
the class very well,” said Zarrick. “To be
able to compete at that level and overcome
your own personal fears and execute what
you’ve trained to do as well as deal with
that opponent who’s trying to exact his
dominance over you at the same time, takes
a tremendous amount of courage, discipline,
and effort. And these 20 young men made
the commitment to me to devote the time,
energy, and effort to achieve those objectives.”
Many of the students in the class also
had positive comments about the exhibition
and the class.
“I decided to sign up for it because it
seemed pretty fun,” said senior Dan Raterman. “Something drew me to being able to
come out in the middle of the day and actually
practice something physical instead of just
playing games or just taking another class
where I’m just sitting in a chair all day.”
Besides teaching kickboxing skills,
Zarrick focused on instilling discipline and
character in his students. He said that he
enjoyed teaching the class and felt it had
significant benefits.
“When you then succeed after all that

work into performing in the way that you
hoped to perform, the gratification, the promotion of your own self-esteem, the benefits
of enhanced self-esteem that come from an
experience like that, I think are irreplaceable,
and are something that these young men are
going to carry with them for the rest of their
lives,” said Zarrick.
Zarrick started teaching a karate class
at SLUH in the early 1990s. As the class
evolved, students requested more emphasis
on kickboxing. An after-school kickboxing
club was founded in response in the late
1990s and early 2000s. That club, however,
was incompatible with Zarrick’s coaching
schedule.
Unable to continue the club but still
wanting to continue teaching kickboxing,
Zarrick petitioned the administration to teach
kickboxing as a summer P.E. elective. The
class was held during the school year for the
first time last semester.
Zarrick was unsure whether the class
would be held again in any form.
“Right now, just due to other commitments, I’m just going to have to see what the
future holds in terms of whether I’ll teach
this class again,” said Zarrick.

February 25, 2011

Angieri wins
regional meet

(from 2)
don’t move any more than that. (By) moving
more than that, you’re dissipating energy,”
said Hussung.
After his win at the regional level, Angieri moves on to the national competition,
scheduled for May 2 in New York City. The
competition will be held at the Lincoln Center
for Performing Arts and will include about
60 competitors.
“The trip to New York is going to be
pretty cool,” said Angieri.
While the competition is primarily held
to select a winner, several teacher workshops
sponsored by the English Speaking Union
of the United States (ESU) are held as well.
Hussung attended some of the ESU workshops when SLUH graduate Alan Naylor,
‘03 went to the national competition in 2003.

Science Club
hikes LaBarque
(from 2)

day never materialized, so the weather
remained good.
“Everybody who went enjoyed the
hike,” said Banet, who said that it was nice
the area was close enough to St. Louis that
the hike only had to take up half the day.
The Science Club is currently planning
more expeditions, like a backpacking trip on
the Marble Creek Section of the Ozark Trail,
hopefully sometime in the coming weeks.

National
Merit
Finalists
Jonathan Barber
David Boll
Hans Brende
Kevin Buettner
Conor Fellin
Sam Harris
Luke Hellwig
Ryan Koch
John Lewis
Michael Lumetta
Robert Lux
Philip Nahlik
Mark Rapisardo
John Sachs
Ralph Scozzafava
Maxwell Waters
Nathan Wells
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LaBelle sees Musial presented with Presidential Medal of Freedom
LaBelle, ’97, travels to
Washington for TV reporting
on KTVI-2 and KPLR-11
by Mike Lumetta
sports editor

I

f a St. Louis sports fan could choose
to meet any one of the city’s athletic
legends, who would it be? Perhaps current
Cardinals star Albert Pujols? Or any of
the big names from the Greatest Show on
Turf—Warner, Faulk, Bruce, Holt? Hockey
fans might choose Blues legend Brett Hull,
and some classic baseball fans might pick
Bob Gibson. But for many, one name stands
above the rest—Stan “The Man.”
Last week Cardinals legend Stan Musial
received the Presidential Medal of Freedom,
the greatest honor a United States civilian
can receive. It is awarded for significant contributions to national interests, world peace,
culture, or other private or public ventures.
St. Louis U. High grad Kurt LaBelle, ’97,
had the privilege of meeting The Man as part
of his coverage of the award for KTVI-2 and
KPLR-11.
For LaBelle, a life-long St. Louis sports
fan, meeting Musial was an incredible experience.
“You can imagine, I was pretty starstruck, seeing (Musial) in person,” said
LaBelle.
Raised playing hockey and other sports
from a very young age, LaBelle played
for SLUH’s varsity hockey team for four
years. After playing a little club hockey at
Boston College, LaBelle became involved
in communications, with an emphasis on
broadcasting. He got a job as a weekend
sports anchor at KHQA in Quincy, Ill., but
moved to KPLR-11 in 2006. At KPLR, he
produced “The Fan Show” and reported on
various sports stories. When KTVI bought
KPLR, LaBelle began doing general assignment news reporting with a focus on
sports-related stories like Musial’s honor.
“As a guy whose background is being
sports reporting, whenever there’s a story
that is very newsworthy but it’s got a sports
flavor or background to it, usually they give
me that assignment,” said LaBelle.
LaBelle arranged an interview with
Musial on Friday, Feb. 11, four days before the ceremony in Washington, D.C., at
Musial’s offices in Des Peres. According to
LaBelle, Musial was extremely laid-back and
enthusiastic about making the trip, his 14th
to the White House and the 11th consecutive
administration he has visited dating back to
Dwight Eisenhower.
“He seemed pretty excited about making the trip. Before he and his family even

got on the plane that Friday, he said that this
was the greatest award he’d ever received
in his career, and maybe even his life.”
The early interview helped ease the
pressure and excitement of meeting Musial,
according to LaBelle.
He said, “It was actually really cool to
get that out of the way on Friday, because
I was extremely nervous being in his presence on Friday, and it was nice to get that
nervousness out of the way before I went to
D.C. and had to work even harder on this
assignment.”
The Feb. 11 interview, though, was not
quite the first time LaBelle had met “The
Man” in person. He met him once before, 23
years ago, in church. The Musials happened
to be sitting in the same pew as LaBelle’s
family, and LaBelle, eight years old at the
time, wanted an autograph.
“After church, my brother and I ran
up to him with church bulletins and asked
him to autograph them, and he took us out
to his car, and he pulled these pictures out
of his glove compartment and autographed
the pictures for us.”
On the morning of Tuesday, Feb. 15,
LaBelle and other reporters interviewed
Musial—who was wearing his characteristic
red blazer and a red, white, and blue tie—in
the lobby of the hotel before he went to the
White House. According to LaBelle, Musial
repeated many of the things he said Friday
and maintained his excitement for receiving
the award.
According to LaBelle, Musial said of
the award, “I think this is the greatest thing
I ever did.”
That morning, LaBelle also got a photo
with Musial, which is now his profile picture
on Facebook.
“For two short minutes I took off my
reporter hat and put on my Cardinal baseball
fan hat and asked the guy if he would take
my picture with them, and he was happy to
oblige,” said LaBelle. “I got more of a rush
out of that—shaking the guy’s hand and
sitting next to him for a photo—than a lot
of other things that weekend.”
After the interview and a brief chat with
Medal of Freedom recipient and St. Louis
native Maya Angelou, LaBelle headed to
the White House. After passing stringent
security to get inside 1600 Pennsylvania
Ave., he got a spot in the East Room, near
President Barack Obama’s teleprompter.
With so much media coverage for Musial
and the 14 other recipients, it was difficult
to set up his camera.
LaBelle said, “Just to find your spot
on the floor in the East Room of the White
House—you had to fight for it, that’s for
sure. So I just wiggled my way in and got

my camera set up.”
Before the ceremony, the family in the
row in front of Musial’s family congratulated Musial’s children and grandchildren
on his reception of the Medal of Freedom,
and one of Musial’s daughters pulled out
several signed photos and gave some to
them. Then others at the ceremony, including several members of Congress, noticed
Musial’s photographs and began asking for
autographs.
“Soon enough there became a line of
about 10 or 12 members of Congress waiting
by the Stan Musial family going up there to
shake their hands and say congratulations,
but then also try to slip in there the ‘Can I get
one of those signed cards’?” said LaBelle.
“It was kind of funny to see all these senators
walking up there saying, ‘Can I have one of
Stan’s autographs?’ That was a really neat
thing to happen before him.”
According to LaBelle, the ceremony
itself was an awesome tribute to Musial’s
career. Obama praised his work ethic and
his status as an icon of American sportsmanship. Obama also placed the Medal of
Freedom around Musial’s neck, as he did
for all recipients.
LaBelle described Musial when he
received the medal: “He had this just really
big smile on his face, and you could tell he
was really in that moment and really proud
of what was happening.”
On the way out, Musial thanked St.
Louis fans for their efforts in the Stand for
Stan campaign, which helped him be considered for the award.
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Caldwell wrestles to fourth at State
by Jesse Zacher
David Caldwell (275 lbs) entered
the championships ranked in the top ten
in the state, but many people did not
know what to expect in a competition
with several undefeated heavyweights
as well as some who were ranked near
the top of the nation. 			
However, the team knew Caldwell was
at the tournament to do one thing and
that was to place, no exceptions.
According to assistant coach Don
Steingruby, “No one ever beats Caldwell,
they merely survive him and escape him.”
This tournament proved the truth of that
statement.
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“He said, ‘I’m always appreciative of
St. Louis. I’m just a guy that really enjoyed
baseball,’” LaBelle said.
In his journalism career, LaBelle has
met such greats as hockey players Wayne
Gretzky, Bobby Hull, and former Blues enforcer Tony Twist, pro wrestlers Hulk Hogan
and Rick Flair, and the Hanson brothers from
the movie Slapshot, two of whom played
minor league hockey with LaBelle’s father.
But of meeting Musial, perhaps St.
Louis’s greatest sports legend, LaBelle said,
“It can’t be topped.”
Despite being 90 years old, Musial still
has his charm and wit, LaBelle said.
“He’s obviously getting older,” he said,
“but he’s still very media-savvy, like I said,
very kind, tries to crack jokes here and there,
likes to share his favorite memories of the
game of baseball.”
As a St. Louisan, LaBelle considers this
story particularly meaningful and exciting,
more so than bigger names like Gretzky or
Hulk Hogan because of Musial’s relevance
to St. Louis.
“To be a life-long St. Louis Cardinal
fan, to sit in his presence, and know what the
guy not only means to the baseball franchise,
but to this whole city—it’s like meeting the
President himself. I didn’t get to meet the
President—I got to see him—but I kinda
had that feeling of meeting the President by
shaking the hand of Stan Musial.”
LaBelle summed up why meeting
Musial was so spectacular. “He’s like the
patriarch of St. Louis sports,” he said. “He’s
the Man.”

John “Colonel Miles Quaritch” Webb
Staff Photographer:
Ted “Deadpool” Wight
Contributing Photographers:
Ben “The Wicked Witch of the West”
Banet
Mr. Matt “Don Corleone” Sciuto
Staff Artist:
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Moderator:
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Advisor:
Mr. Tim “Bodhi” Huether

Caldwell was paired with the No. 1
heavyweight in the state, Mark Hertzog
from Lee’s Summit, for his first match
of the weekend. And by all accounts,
Caldwell beat him. But, a controversial
delay call gave Hertzog a chance to
escape and take an easy victory, which
he did.
Caldwell then won three matches in
a row on a rampage into the third place
match. Here, Caldwell faced Hertzog
again. Another heartbreaking loss ended
the senior’s season in a fourth place
finish, but Caldwell had no regrets.
Neither did head coach Tim Curdt,
who said, “(Caldwell) is the best senior
heavyweight in the metro area (and)
that’s exciting. It’s a special experience.”
—Compiled by Eric Mueth
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Whitney comes up short at State wrestling tourney
PHOTO COURTESY OF WILL WHITNEY

by Clark
reporter

Junior Will Whitney (top) contends in the qualifying rounds of State.

DeWoskin

J

unior wrestling captain Will Whitney,
the lone state qualifier for the Jr. Bills
this year, faced some tough competition in
Columbia, Mo., at 145 pounds in his first trip
to state. He did not survive the first day of
wrestling, but he wrestled respectably and
gained valuable state experience.
Whitney, accompanied by coaches as
well as senior wrestlers John Brusati, Hans
Brende, and injured two-time State medalist
Espen Conley, left for Columbia Wednesday
night, anticipating an exciting tournament.
“Thursday I got to work out with coaches
in Mizzou’s wrestling room which was cool,

and then had weigh-ins at 3:30 at the Mizzou
Arena,” said Whitney.
We i g h - i n s w e r e f o l l o w e d
by the parade of qualifying matches before tournament matches began.
Whitney wrestled against Justin Dickey,
a senior from Francis Howell Central who
sported a 29-3 record coming into the State
tournament in the first round. Whitney was
aggressive at first, shooting takedowns, but
was unable to score any offensive points. He
fought the entire six-minute match but fell 8-1.
“I thought he wrestled alright,” said
head coach John Ott. “He got a tough
draw and wrestled a State placer (from)
last year. He got on top in the third and

controlled from that position, but he was
down too much to make up the points.”
“Dickey was really strong and he
didn’t do too much on his feet, but after
he took me down he rode pretty tough,”
said Whitney. “I did okay on top, but could
never turn him or get any offense going.”
After losing his first match, Whitney
fell in the first round of wrestlebacks,
where he faced off against Eric Zoz, a junior wrestler from out of Liberty. Whitney
fought hard early, earning a reversal in the
second period and bringing the match to
a 4-2 deficit going into the third. The two
traded reversals in the final period, but
Whitney again came up short, falling 6-4.
“He still wrestled okay (in his second
match), but he made a few mistakes that
could’ve been corrected,” Ott said. “(Zoz)
was also a scrambler, kind of a funky
wrestler like Will. When you get two kids
like that, it’s really the luck of the draw.”
“It was really cool being there with
so many fans and so many mats going, it
was just an awesome experience,” said
Whitney. “I definitely couldn’t have gotten so far this year without my teammates
working so hard with me in the practice
room, and the coaches working so much
with me. I can’t thank them enough.”
Whitney said of next year, “I am really
excited for next year cause we are returning
a ton of Varsity starters and some tough JV
kids too.” He also hopes to qualify again and
wrestler deeper into the State tournament
next year.

Racquetball sweeps Chaminade, finishes 10-0
by Fritz Simmon
reporter

S

t. Louis U. High’s varsity racquetball
team (10-0) wrapped up its regular season in solid fashion last Thursday, sweeping
Chaminade without allowing more than 10
points in one game.
Senior No. 1 and captain Nick Schmidt
won by forfeit because his opponent was
injured. Junior No. 2 Joe Koch struggled
slightly with his second game but still pulled
off a 15-2, 15-9 win. Senior captain Joe Murray nearly shut out his opponent, winning
15-2, 15-1. Though Murray’s score may seem
unbelievable, junior Rob Laurentius won
his match 15-1, 15-1. Junior Fritz Simmon
continued the winning streak by defeating his
opponent 15-0, 15-3. Junior Jack Mohrmann

also won easily, with scores of 15-1, 15-8.
All of the singles wins were capped off
with a 15-10, 15-1 win from Aaron Heisohn
and sophomore standout A.J. Cirillo, playing
for injured senior Luke Helwig. Cirillo’s
play was beyond excellent with his superb
ceiling balls and pass shots.
After the match, Cirillo said, “We started
off slow in the first game, but we were quickly
able to turn it around in the second.”
This was SLUH’s final match of the
season, sending them to a league championship with a perfect 10-0 record. With this
record, things look good for SLUH as State
approaches this weekend and Nationals next
week.
The State tournament will be held at
Vetta Sports Concord all day Saturday.
Nationals will run from March 2 through

March 6 and will take place at both Vetta
Sports Concord and the MAC West.
While varsity will play at State, the
JV3 racquetball team competed in State last
weekend.
“I felt that the competition would be
tough and it was,” said freshman phenom
Drew Bollinger after his final match at the
tournament.
SLUH went into the tournament with
high hopes, though most came out with the
same feelings as Bollinger. SLUH placed
in all six brackets, but they were not able
to take the title in any of them.
Drew Ferguson began the day with
a good start, placing fourth in the No. 1
bracket. Ferguson was followed by a third
place finish from Bollinger.
continued on page 8

Hockey ties 1-1 in semifinal series opener
(from 1)
firing off constant shots. Thanks to Ragland,
though, SLUH still only trailed by one goal.
Midway through the second period,
the Jr. Bills went on their first power play
of the night after an FHC player took a late
cheap shot at a SLUH player. Just seconds
into the power play, senior defenseman Pat
Judge seized the puck following the face-off.
Judge fired the puck over to junior forward
Trent Lulow, who found the back of the net
to even the score at 1-1.
Following Lulow’s goal, SLUH found
its own momentum. The Jr. Bills began to
stop odd-man breaks from FHC. SLUH’s
defensive shutdown created scoring opportunities. SLUH out-shot FHC 7-2 in the
final six minutes of the period.
“(The goal) gave us a burst of energy,”
said Lulow.
The Jr. Bills pushed the puck down into
their offensive zone in the final minute. As
the clock neared zero, senior defenseman
Jimmy Berger fired a one-timer from the
point and found the back of the net as the
horn sounded the end of the period. To count,
the puck had to enter the goal before time
expired, and the official initially ruled that
it did. The SLUH crowd went crazy, and

the Jr. Bills headed to the locker room with
a 2-1 lead on the scoreboard.
However, shortly before the beginning
of the third, the game announcer said that,
upon further review, the puck did not cross
the goal line before time ran out. Head coach
Charlie Busenhart said that the officials did
not have to hold a long conference to overturn
the goal.
Berger explained that when the puck
goes in the net, the goal judge presses the
button to light the lamp. If time is still on
the clock, the red light will come on; if the
clock has hit zero, a green light will come
on. On Berger’s shot, the red light did not
come on.
“In reality they probably made the right
call, calling it back,” said Berger. “I would
have loved to have a goal though.”
The third period began with boundless
energy from the Spartans. Looking much
like they did in the first half of the game,
FHC once again took over with their offensive prowess. The Jr. Bills defense had
their hands full containing Rey and forward
Kyle Novak.
FHC created multiple scoring chances,
but incredible saves from Ragland kept the

game tied. On one particularly spectacular
stop, Ragland slid to his left to stop Rey, who
had received a pass near the goalmouth, and
gloved a point-blank shot.
“I just tried to get over there as quick
as I could, and I just brought the glove over
right above my pad and just kind of brought
it up and snapped it, and it just happened to
go in there,” said Ragland. “I’ll admit I got
pretty lucky, but I’ll take the save.”
Near the end of the period, SLUH was
able to create their fast breaks, but they fell
apart from poor passing and failed execution.
SLUH’s defense did do a fairly solid
job of containing Novak and Rey, who have
combined for 36 goals this season. Berger
said that the key to stopping the duo is preventing them from getting ahead quickly
with numbers.
“(You have to) just respect them and
keep them to the outside, make sure they
try not to get any two-on-ones and odd-man
rushes,” he said.
After a scoreless third period, the game
ended in a 1-1 tie. With the tie, the winner of
game two will punch its ticket to the Challenge Cup final. SLUH understands to pull
off a victory in game two, adjustments are

February 25, 2011

Conversation of the Week

Sam Hill on threepointers, Brad
Beal, and goatees

I sat down with senior basketball guard Sam
Hill yesterday in the cafeteria at Activity
Period to talk about the season, Chaminade,
and his SLUH basketball career.
Eric Mueth: So with last night’s loss, your
SLUH playing career is over. What was the
most memorable game?
Sam Hill: Probably the Vianney game last
year in the (District) semifinal, I made that
last shot. That’s probably the best one I had.
EM: You’ve taken the role as a three-point
specialist for this year and for last year also.
Talk about your shot—is it like a natural shot
for you, have you had to adjust and practice
a lot to fit that role?
SH: No, not really. There’s not much you
can do when you’re shorter than everyone
else, so three-pointers are just a lot easier
when you don’t have to go inside, and when
I do go inside, usually I just get blocked. It’s
a lot easier that way if I just shoot threes.
EM: Chaminade beat you for the third time
in a row. How do you guard (senior guard
Bradley) Beal? Is there a way to defend him?
SH: Not really. I mean he’s going to score
regardless, really it’s just if you can hold the
rest of the team to less points. And they’re
all good; it’s the best high school team I’ve
seen ever, so I don’t feel that bad about it.
EM: You’re known as kind of like a jokester
on and off the court. What do you joke about
when you’re out there with your teammates
or with opposing players?
SH: Well, like teammates, say they take a
bad shot, I’ll always tell them, “Hey, that
was an ugly shot” even if it goes in. It’s just,
people have more fun if you’re joking around
as opposed to being just serious. I don’t like
playing serious basketball, it’s not fun for
me or anyone else on the court.
EM: You kind of had a disappointing season, with a lot of close losses. What’s most
upsetting about that for you?
SH: The no MCC wins. Two close games
versus DeSmet and one with CBC. I really
would have liked to have an MCC win my
senior year.
EM: So do you have any plans to continue
playing competitive basketball?
SH: No. I’m retired. Done for life.
EM: All right. What about the goatee, is it
going to stay around?
SH: Yeah, maybe, I don’t know. This
mustache-soul patch combo I got going
is pretty hilarious so I might keep that for
March. Seeing how long that goes.
necessary. The Jr. Bills must increase their
intensity, finish scoring opportunities, and
secure rebounds on the both ends of the ice.
SLUH must also skate with FHC in game
two, shutting down the Spartans’ fast breaks.
“We have to play the body,” said junior
forward Dan Warnecke, emphasizing that
SLUH must play a tight man-to-man defense
during game two.
Stepping up production in the offensive
zone will be key for tomorrow’s contest.
Berger said that in order to win, the team must
“come out hard and try to get some offense
going and keep up the strong defense.”
The Jr. Bills will freshen up their game
this afternoon in practice, tuning up for
tomorrow’s rubber matchup.
To pave its way to Scottrade, head
coach Charlie Busenhart emphasized that
if his team plays a consistent 45 minutes,
its championship dreams will stay afloat.
“We know we can play with them,” said
Busenhart.
Game two will take place tomorrow
night at Hardee’s Ice Complex. The puck
will be dropped at 9 p.m.
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Basketball finishes difficult season 10-18
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT

Senior Mo Oginni (blue) goes for the tip against
Chaminade star Brad Beal.

Chaminade’s Beal leads to big
losses; SLUH pulls off wins
against Ladue, Kirkwood
by Nate Heagney
core staff

A

classic saying in sports is that it is
almost impossible to beat a team three
times in one season. Unfortunately for
SLUH, Brad Beal doesn’t buy into those
types of adages—the All-American plays
by his own rules.
The Chaminade senior torched SLUH
for 32 points on only 16 shot attempts in
SLUH’s district semifinal loss Wednesday at
a packed Webster Groves gymnasium. Beal
also set up his teammates for numerous easy
baskets, finishing with a game-high four
assists. That, along with his teammates stepping up and hitting big shots, was more than
enough to lift the Red Devils over SLUH,
78-52, even though the Jr. Bills had a fairly
productive offensive game. The loss ended
the Jr. Bills’ season.
SLUH, as in their first loss to Chaminade
in January, came out of the gate shooting
lights out. Behind Sam Hill’s 15, SLUH
scored 35 points in the first half, a very efficient total. However, never to be outdone,
Beal scored 21 points in the first half and
his Red Devils led by five.
“We were making shots. We were
running our offense and making them play
defense, which they aren’t used to,” said
senior Mo “The Show” Oginni of the team’s
first half performance.
The game was still up in the air coming
out of halftime, but Chaminade was the team
to grab the momentum, and the game. Chaminade jumped out to an 11-point advantage
within the first couple minutes of the second
half, and from there slowly stretched their
lead, shooting a very good 61 percent and
capitalizing on SLUH’s mistakes, finishing
on the winning end of the 26-point margin.
“We were in it the whole time. They
just got their momentum going. And when
a team like Chaminade gets momentum they
are pretty hard to stop,” said Oginni.
Chaminade secured offensive rebounds
consistently against SLUH, which undermined an otherwise solid defensive effort
by the Jr. Bills. Often, especially in the first
half, SLUH would force Chaminade into a
tough shot, only to see the Red Devils scoop

up the rebound and score an easy basket.
SLUH coach John Ross said Beal drew
defenders away from his teammates, giving
them more offensive rebounding opportunities.
“It looked like we were playing man to
man (on Beal), but really we were in that
scramble mode of everyone helping out on
Beal and making the other guys beat you.
They know when Beal’s shots are going
up before we do and they do a good job of
getting in position for rebounds. When you
have a superstar like that, it makes the other
guys better,” said Ross.
It was Hill’s shooting heroics that kept
the Jr. Bills in the game early. Known as a
three-point specialist, Hill’s full shooting
prowess was on display as he launched
triples from way beyond the three-point line,
and made them. Often against Chaminade,
teams will go to a box and one defense to
try and stop Beal. However, in this game
the opposite happened as the Red Devils
put Beal exclusively on Hill, while the rest
of the team stayed in a zone. The strategy
worked as Hill was held scoreless the rest
of the game.
“Sam was unconscious from three in
the first half,” said Ross. “And it was clear
that their big stress in the second half was
to not let Sam get any shots and they did a
good job of that.”
The game was in many ways representative of the Jr. Bill season. Facing an
incredibly tough opponent, SLUH hung in
the game early, hitting shots to keep pace
with the other team. However, as has been
a trend all year, the Jr. Billikens faded down
the stretch, unable to make the players necessary to win the game. SLUH was outscored
18-2 in the final quarter.
Oginni finished with just six points on
nine shots in the game. Two of those points
for Oginni came on a tremendous dunk in
the third quarter where Oginni elevated over
a defender for the two-handed flush.
A bright spot for SLUH was the play of
junior Jeff Mayberger. The wing player, who
has been quiet much of the year, hit several
key shots on his way to a season-high 10
points for him.
All in all, it was a tough way to go out
for the team, especially the seniors. But Hill
noted that SLUH could take some solace in
the fact that they gave their best against a
top-tier opponent.
“I think in the first half we proved ourselves. A lot of people came to watch Beal
beat us and I think we proved we weren’t
going to roll over. We were going to play
hard, which we did,” said Hill. “It’s gonna
be nice saying I went out against an NBA
star.”
Oginni said that it was tough accepting
he had played his last high school game, but
added that it was a fun year, even if the team
didn’t quite meet expectations.
“It was a good time. I had a good relationship with all of those guys. It was a fun
experience and I’m going to miss it a lot,”
said Oginni.
Seniors Luke Carden and Austin Head
were inserted into the game late, so they
could get some playing time in their final
high school game. Senior Zak Otten, who
battled foul trouble all game, finished with
four points.
SLUH made it into the semifinal game
by defeating Ladue in the first round, 75-70.

SLUH led for the entire game, including a
31-8 halftime advantage. However, the Rams
came out ferociously in the second half as
they mounted a furious rally. SLUH lost two
players to foul outs, received one technical
and seemingly dealt with every problem
possible, but they were able to make plays
down the stretch and hold on for the victory.
SLUH gave up 39 points in the fourth
quarter, and still won, an amazing feat.
Junior Jack Kelley led the way for the
Jr. Bills with 18 points. Oginni also finished
with 18 and had 10 rebounds. Oginni had
several strong performances to close out the
year.
SLUH got their second shot at Chaminade last Friday, senior night, at SLUH.
Seniors Oginni, Hill, Otten, Carden and
Head were recognized before the game. As
they did in each of the three games this year,
SLUH hung with the Red Devils for the first
half. However, unlike the other two, this
matchup offered no chance for a comeback
for SLUH, as the Jr. Billikens lost 74-44.
One bright spot for SLUH was the play
of Head, who scored nine points after hardly
playing for most of the the year, exciting a
senior-heavy SLUH crowd.
The day before that, Chaminade defeated Kirkwood in their final non-conference tilt. SLUH trailed the Pioneers 45-36
entering the fourth quarter. However, with
Kirkwood’s leading scorer, Myles Artis, on
the bench with five fouls, SLUH caught fire
and tied the game up with less than a minute
left. The Pioneers missed some free throws,
giving the Jr. Bills a chance.
With ten seconds left on the clock, Matt
Clark passed the ball to Kelley for a last
second-three pointer. He missed the shot,
but senior forward Zak Otten pulled down a
huge offensive rebound and was fouled with
0.6 seconds left. He had two free throws to
put the game away, and Kirkwood tried to
freeze the shooter by calling a time out. Otten made his first free throw to give the Jr.
Bills a one-point lead, but missed the second.
Kirkwood grabbed the rebound, and heaved
the ball down court but to no avail and the
Jr. Bills won the game 54-53.
SLUH finished the season with a 10-18
record (0-8 MCC).
—Ben Hutchison contributed reporting.
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T

he St. Louis U. High Rifle team traveled
to Owensville for a three-position regional match. The match was one of several
National qualifying matches and the team
is waiting on results from other matches
around the state. Those results are pooled
to determine who qualifies for Nationals.

A three-position match consists of 20
shots in each position—prone, standing, and
kneeling—with each shot worth a maximum
of 10 points.
Senior captain Dylan Stahlhuth said, “It
was a relatively good day for SLUH rifle.”
This year's theme of sophomores stepping up big continued as they filled the inside
positions of SLUH’s four varsity shooters.

Sports Updates

B Basketball (14-8)

Thursday, February 17
SLUH 50, Kirkwood 44
The B basketball team, substitute coached
by C team coach Kent Kershenski, played
Kirkwood Thursday. The game was back
and forth, and neither team could get an offense running through three quarters. SLUH
finally got things going in the fourth quarter
and pulled away.
—Ben Hutchison
Friday, February 18
SLUH 45, Chaminade 40
The B team’s last game of the season was
against Chaminade on Friday, with a packed
house watching the game anxiously before
the varsity game began. Each team traded
three-pointers and the game remained close
throughout. Near the end of the game the
Jr. Bills gained the lead and never looked
back, ending the season on a high note
and improving their MCC record to 3-5.
—Ben Hutchison

JV Hockey (14-1-3)

Sunday, February 20
SLUH 4, DeSmet 1 in the JV South Cup
Semifinal
Freshmen Stan Pawlow and Christian
Hoffmeister and sophomores Peter Hummel
and Michael Cella all scored as the Jr. Bills
defeated their Jesuit rival in the semifinals
of the JV South Cup.
—Justin Sinay
Monday, February 21
SLUH 3, Vianney 1 in the JV South Cup
Final
Sophomores Cole Tarlas and Michael Cella
both had goals, as well as freshman Christian
Hoffmeister and the Jr. Bills won the JV
South Cup championship.
—Justin Sinay

JVD Hockey (10-2-2)

Saturday, February 19
SLUH 2, Holt 2
The Jr. Bills escaped with a tie this Saturday against Holt. Freshman Jack Kinzel and
sophomore Ben Modde each had a goal in
the last minute and a half to gain the tie.
—Jack Kinzel

JV 1-1 Racquetball (9-1)

Thursday, February 17
SLUH 4, CBC 1
Sophomore Lorenzo Crim, senior Stephen
Deves, and junior Michael Fotouhi contributed two-game wins in Jr. Bills’ solid victory
over rival CBC.
—Mike Lumetta

Tuesday, February 22

SLUH 4, DeSmet 1
The Jr. Bills cruised to an easy win over the
Spartans. They won every slot in which they
fielded a player, giving up only a forfeit at
the No. 2 seed.
—Mike Lumetta

JV 1-2 Racquetball (3-7)

Senior Mo Oginni lays the ball up over Chaminade
defenders Tevin Evans (12) and and Luke Bumgarner.

Rifle travels to Regionals, sophomores step up to shoot
by Joe Esswein
reporter
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Sophomores Ian Stroube and Luke Brooks
shot 564 and 560 out of 600, respectively.
They were joined by Stahlhuth and fellow
senior captain Joe DeMaro, who shot scores
of 568 and 554, respectively.
SLUH shooters are looking forward to
the next match against Montgomery Bell
Academy from Tennessee, one of their biggest rivals, for the final home match of the
season.

Tuesday, February 22
CBC 3, SLUH 2
In a tough match for the JV 1-2 team, the top
three players lost their matches. However,
the doubles team of sophomore Patrick
Mulligan and freshman Gabriel McCullough
provided a bright spot as they pulled out a
15-11, 8-15, 11-5 win.
—Mike Lumetta

JV 2-1 Racquetball (10-0)

Thursday, February 17
SLUH 3, CBC 2
Despite giving up two forfeits, SLUH still
managed a win. Juniors Jeremy Compton and
Jack Sellman and senior Nick Lewchenko
tallied victories for SLUH.

—Mike Lumetta

JV 2-2 Racquetball (4-6)

Tuesday, February 22
CBC 4, SLUH 1
Junior Daniel Jost posted the team’s only
victory in its final match of the season.
—Mike Lumetta
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Department of Conspiracies

The Man

Deves letter answers a Parade of questions
by Eric Mueth
assistant sports editor

uch to the shock of English teacher Rich Moran
and his daughter Elizabeth, their theory that the
celebrity questions in the Personality Parade section of
Parade magazine are not from real people has been shattered. The questions, in fact, are legitimate ones posed by
real people. Moran came to this bewildering conclusion
thanks to senior Stephen Deves.
Personality Parade is a section that allows readers to ask
celebrities questions. Parade picks three to four questions
a week and interviews them for answers.
Ever since Moran and his daughter began reading Parade
many years ago, they have theorized that the Personality
Parade questions are false.
Moran said that the main reason for his conclusion was
that, “It was a phony format for the information they wanted
to deliver.”
Over the years Moran and his daughter have speculated
about the authenticity of the names. Moran even conducted
his own detective work to verify his theory, once when he
saw a letter from an alleged reader in St. Louis.
“We tried to call up the person and ask him, but we
couldn’t find anybody with that name in St. Louis,” said
Moran.
However, last Saturday, Deves proved Moran’s theory
wrong.
Over Christmas Break, after seeing at the bottom of
the Personality Parade section that readers could send in
questions, Deves went online and thought of a question to
pose. He came up with a question for Alison Sweeney, the
host of “The Biggest Loser.”
Deves asked why Sweeney shows little emotion up on
the stage while she witnesses the immense progress of the
show’s trainees.

After hearing no feedback from Parade, Deves did not
expect to see his question in the magazine. But to his (and
Moran’s) surprise, his question made it into the magazine
on Feb. 20.
“It was pretty exciting,” Deves said. “I actually got a
text from my brother telling me that I was in there when I
didn’t even know it.”
His question read: “What’s it like for Alison Sweeney
to stand up there when contestants are weighing in on ‘The
Biggest Loser?’”
Deves checked his email Saturday afternoon and saw
a surprising email from Moran, wondering if the Stephen
Deves from St. Louis might not be the same Stephen Deves
that is a senior at SLUH.
Moran said, “When I saw, this past Sunday, that Stephen
Deves had a question, I thought ‘Well, this is probably not
our Stephen Deves, it seems like an unlikely question’…
so I wrote him an email and he told me it was him, and he
had sent the question, so my whole theory got shot down.”
Deves did note that his question was not completely
what he said, saying, “I kind of said some stuff that they
chopped off,” and noting that the change ended up yielding
a different answer than what he hoped for.
Instead of giving an answer about what goes through
Sweeney’s mind while she is up on the stage, Parade quoted
her as being inspired and motivated for her own fitness from
the contestants.
This disappointing result leads one to really question:
Who still reads Parade?
Moran concluded, “What I assumed was that some agent
for these stars tries to get their name on these papers, but
Stephen Deves was paid by nobody to ask this question.”
To view Deves’ question and a full interview Parade
had with Sweeney, go to www.parade.com and click on the
Personality Parade section under the celebrity tab.

(from 6)
The future star, Bollinger, lost 15-5, 8-15, 1-11 in the
tiebreaker of his semifinal match. Although Bollinger placed
third, his performance was still stellar. He kept his opponents
in the back of the court nearly every game. He also mixed
in a number of extremely skillful pinch shots to keep his
opponents guessing.
After the matches, Bollinger said, “I was a little anxious

to see how it would be, being the first State tournament I
was in.”
Bollinger’s loss was accompanied by third place finishes
from SLUH’s No. 3 and 4 seeds, Robert Hayes and Paul
Harris. The day peaked with a second place finish from
No. 5 seed Chris Graman. SLUH's run ended with Andrew
Costello and Ben Hilker placing third and fourth in the No.
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Racquetball sweeps Chaminade
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Friday, February 25

Schedule H

Monday, Febraury 28

Schedule R

Half Day
4pm
Freshman Retreat

Spring Sports Begin
AP Registration Deadline
AP
Snack—Apple Boscos
College Reps:
		
Ball State University (M112)
Lunch Special—Lil Charlie’s Pizza
Healthy—Mashed Potatoes and Gravy

Tuesday, March 1

Block Schedule

Wednesday, March 2

Block Schedule

Block Day
12:40pm College Rep: Drake University
6pm
College Planning Meeting
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Healthy—Lasagna Roll-up

Block Day
5:45pm Hockey Banquet
Lunch Special—Burritos/Enchiladas
Healthy—Chicken and Dumplings

Thursday, March 3
AP	

Lunch

STUCO Forum
College Rep: UMSL (M112)
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Special—Papa John’s Pizza
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan

Friday, March 4
AP

Sr. Class Mass
Snack—Mini Tacos
7pm	Mother-Son Trivia Night
Lunch Special—Chicken Nuggets
Healthy—Homemade Beef Stew
compiled by

Schedule R

Schedule R

Nathan Rubbelke

6 bracket.
Overall SLUH took a close third, finishing right at the
heels of Kirkwood and CBC. Though SLUH has performed
better in the past, these results prove that the Jr. Bills have
good potential in their up-and-coming freshmen.
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