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TUITION SET
TO INCREASE
TO $13,765

by Nate Heagney
core staff

S

t. Louis U. High’s tuition
will increase by 9 percent to
$13,765 for the 2011-2012 school
year, up from $12,625 this year, a
1.5 percent jump from last year’s
increase. The tuition numbers
were announced to parents in a
letter sent out shortly after the
board of Trustees approved the
proposal at its March 9 meeting,
An increase in financial aid is
the primary reason for the tuition
jump. The actual cost of educating
each SLUH student for 2011-‘12
will be $16,267. SLUH president
David Laughlin emphasized that
SLUH will distribute roughly $2.5
million—$2,502 per student—in
indirect aid next year. On top of
that aid, SLUH will give another
$2.86 million in direct assistance,
a 37.2 percent increase from last
year.
Laughlin said that while the
increase in tuition could be an
intimidating number, the increase
in financial aid was important to
the mission of the school.
“I think SLUH is unique in
the sense that we do need-blind
admission and if you qualify to
get in, we try to work with you,
and we try to be mindful of that
legacy. But there’s no question it’s
a big sacrifice for families to send
their sons here,” said Laughlin.
The exact breakdown of who
will receive financial aid money
won’t be available until after April
15, said Director of Financial Aid
Craig Hannick.
Another factor in the increase
was a modest bump in the percent
increase in teacher salary. Teachers
will receive around a 3 percent increase in base salary—the number
varies from teacher to teacher and
Laughlin estimated that the average
raise could be closer to 4 percent—
up from recent years’ raises, which
Laughlin said had hovered around
1 percent per year.
Vice President of Administration Michael Leary said that as the
economy recovered, the administration wanted to compensate
faculty accordingly, a decision the
Board went along with.
Laughlin said that those two
factors were a huge part of the
decision to increase tuition by 9
percent.
continued on page 11
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Inaugural Mission: Appalachia a success
by Drew Dziedzic
core staff

T

wenty-eight St. Louis U. High
students and ten adults traveled to the Appalachia region of
southwestern Virginia to take part
in the first Mission: Appalachia
over spring break. The group
performed a week of service at
two different sites. One part of
the group headed to a coal mining town, Grundy, Va., and the
other to a farming town, Barren
Springs, Va.
“It went better than I ever
could have expected. We really
had zero problems, and everyone
came back with all of their limbs.
It was wonderful,” said Mission:
Appalachia coordinator Simonie
Bieber.
“It was a blast. The actual
project was really neat,” said senior
Kevin Buettner, who went to Barren Springs. “We got to meet a lot of
cool people in the community, and
it was really nice getting to work
with people I had never known before, seniors and underclassmen.”
At the Barren Springs site, the
group worked on two tasks. They

first dismantled a historic log cabin
that was estimated to be 180 years
old so that it could be moved to a
retreat center.
According to Bieber, the current owner wanted to demolish the
cabin, badly damaged in a storm
two years ago, until Neighbor to
Neighbor, the community contact
organization in Barren Springs,
asked if they could move and
restore it.
“So just like Lincoln Logs, we
labeled each log, and took them
off and put them off a truck,” said
Bieber. “Unfortunately we were
not able to see it be rebuilt at the
retreat center, as we had obviously
left.”
Some members of the group
also visited local institutions and
helped the community. The second day of the trip, some SLUH
students went to a privately funded
home for at risk children from ages
4 to 18, called Joy Ranch. Since Joy
Ranch is soon commemorating its
50th anniversary, the SLUH group
cleaned for the celebrations.
Part of the Barren Springs
group also went to a local school to

Spring Fling events
postponed until May
Weather forecast,
space concerns prompt
STUCO to reschedule
by Patrick O’Leary
web editor

A

lthough originally planned
to take place this Saturday,
Spring Fling has been rescheduled
because of a poor weather forecast
for this weekend and the event’s
overlapping with Cashbah setup.
While the date of the mixer is yet
to be determined, all of the daytime
events have been rescheduled for
Saturday, May 7.
According to Student Council
(STUCO) Secretary Phil Nahlik,
the daytime events were rescheduled because of an apparent lack
of enthusiasm among the student
body. Nahlik also mentioned that
cold weather forecast for the weekend caused some concern among
STUCO members.
“There wasn’t as much enthusiasm for the day as there should
have been,” said Nahlik. “(Comoderators Brock Kesterson and
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Lauren Dickens) talked to people
outside of STUCO and felt like they
wouldn’t be very disappointed if
we didn’t have a mixer.”
“With it snowing last week
and raining (earlier this week) and
not being able to have full usage of
that green space and not being able
to go inside (because of Cashbah
setup), we could have done some
of the things. It just wouldn’t have
been the full day of activities we
had hoped,” said Kesterson.
Despite the postponment of
Spring Fling, STUCO has still been
busy planning the event. STUCO
has several events lined up including inflatables, booths, the everpopular basketball tournament, a
possible dodgeball tournament,
and even Murray’s Shaved Ice. In
addition, junior Tom Blood is in
charge of gathering bands to play
during the day.
According to Blood, bands
Morningview Drive and The Jive
Tones, along with a couple of other
combinations, were lined up to play
this Saturday. Blood hopes they will
continued on page 11
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From left: Seniors Nick Schmidt, Andrew Evola, Zach Manuel, and Tommy Majda work
at their project site, Barren Springs

work with students. Some students
proctored tests for fifth graders,
and others assisted in a first grade
classroom. Everyone ate lunch
with the students and attended a
P.E. Class.
“It was really interesting. In
our classroom, our teacher asked

us where were we from, and got out
a map of the country showing how
far St. Louis is from where they are.
She asked how long the trip took,
and what St. Louis is like,” said
Bieber. “After class, she told me
that the majority of the kids will
continued on page 8

Student laptops mandated
for 2011-’12 school year
by Nick Fandos
editor in chief

I

n a dramatic shift in policy,
Principal John Moran announced yesterday that St. Louis
U. High will begin the implementation of personal-use laptops for
students as early as May in hopes
that the 2011-’12 school year will
be a completely wired one. Joined
by President David Laughlin and
Eric Lewis, a representative from
Apple Inc., Moran made the surprise announcement at a faculty
meeting in the Currigan Room
during activity period Thursday.
The plan, as outlined by Moran
and Assistant Principal for Student
Life Brock Kesterson, should place
a laptop in the hands of underclassmen by the end of the school year.
Incoming freshmen will receive
their laptops during the summer at
a special orientation. No immediate
changes will be made to the faculty
laptop program, according to the
presenters.
“This is a big day in the history of a great institution. Today
we step into the 21st century and
continue our mission as Jesuit

educators,” said Moran in a longwinded speech. “St. Louis U. High
is joining the ranks of some of the
best schools in the country to insure
our students future in the digital
age.”
The laptops themselves, Apple
MacBook Pro, are the same model
currently used by faculty and administrators, and will come with
a $1,200 technology fee. That fee
will cover the laptop itself, automatic school-facilitated backup,
and maintenance.
Though Moran acknowledged
that most students are already familiar with Apple products, each
class will attend a mandatory orientation session led by Technology
Coordinators Johnathan Dickman
and Jon Haefle. The orientation
sessions have yet to be scheduled,
but will take place sometime in
August, according to Haefle. Incoming freshmen will be oriented
during their computer fundamentals class. In the future, orientation
will take place exclusively in the
fundamentals course.
“We realize students are pretty
proficient on Macs—all the school
computers are Apple products,”
continued on page 6
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Speech team wins CISL
For the second year in a row, the Speech team
swept away the competition at the Christian
Interscholastic Speech League. Page 2

How we value sports
The question is not whether or not we’re a
jock school, but how we treat athletics at
SLUH, argues Phil Nahlik. Page 3

Volleyball undefeated thus far
The 4-0 volleyball team is finding its game
early on, and preparing for tough games
against Vianney and DeSmet. Page 5

Raterman to become part-time
English teacher Jim Raterman will partially
retire this year after 38 years at SLUH. He
will still teach one class next year. Page 2

Time to slow down
Life in high school is lived in the fast lane.
James Griffard proposes Lent be the time to
slow it down. Page 3

Lacrosse falls short to Rockhurst
SLUH grabbed a 10-8 lead in the fourth,
but surrendered three goals in the final five
minutes to fall to the Hawklets. Page 4
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After 38 years, Raterman will step away from English
by Luke Reichold
reporter

L

ong-time English teacher James Raterman will partially retire at the end of the
school year after 38 years in the classroom
at St. Louis U. High. Since coming to SLUH
in 1973, Raterman has been instrumental
in building the English department in its
present form. He will remain a part-time
member of the department next year, as an
advisor and teacher.
Raterman will teach a single class, likely
junior English, and will advise ASC teachers
and his successor in the department. Having
worked actively with Alumni Service Corps
(ASC) teachers for most of the life of the
program (it began in 1991), Raterman has
helped guide them in day-to-day activities
and preparation for classes.
“I love working with those guys. It's a
lot of fun and I look forward to it next year
as well,” said Raterman.
Citing the physically exhausting workload of teaching four full classes, Raterman
has decided that it's time to retire. However,
Raterman, a long-time teacher who loves the
community at SLUH, wants the retirement
process to be a gradual one.
“I can't just not show up one day,” said
Raterman with a grin.
The English department has been accepting applications for the open position
in recent weeks.

During his time at SLUH, Raterman has
been honored with several awards for excellence in teaching, more recently the Jesuit
Partner Award in 2004 and the Sr. Caithlin
Casey Award for Excellence in Teaching
in 2006. A fully-endowed scholarship was
named in Raterman’s honor earlier this
year (see Vol. 75, Issue 17). In addition, an
award named in Raterman’s honor is given
each year to one exemplary senior English
student.
Fellow English teacher Bill George said
of Raterman, “He manages to treat every day
as a new day, which is very difficult to do
when you've been teaching almost 40 years
and have taught two generations. Even if
he's just teaching one class, he teaches each
one differently and is heroic in his (ability)
to improvise, to change, to adapt. He is a
great friend.”
“The way (Raterman) explains things
makes even the most difficult parts of a book
so clear and easy to understand,” said junior
Luke Naegeli, who has Raterman in class
this year.
Junior Michael Pollihan added, “His
classes are always exciting and full of energy,
no doubt about it.”
Besides working at SLUH, Raterman
hopes to donate his time elsewhere, including
the Missouri Botanical Garden, which has
many part-time jobs for retired individuals, and the St. Vincent de Paul Society, a
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Raterman (right) confers with fellow English teacher Tim Curdt.

local organization that provides assistance
to people facing economic, emotional, and
spiritual crises. Raterman would also like to
develop a program to work with adults who
struggle with reading, something his wife
has tried in the past.
On further discussion about what his
future holds, Raterman said that, in his free
time, he “really wants to read some more

books.”
Raterman, who has a passion for nature,
wants to pick up bird watching as well as
photography with his wife. He also plans to
spend plenty of time with his grandchildren.
Raterman’s plans for beyond next year
are uncertain, he said. The rest of his work
at SLUH will be year to year.

Mock Trial falls to MICDS, Parkway North at State Speech secures
New strategy and coaching
Keipp, a witness for the prosecution.
near as far if we had not done that,” said
victory in CISL
Scozzafava
estimates
that
between
reLodholz of the decision. “It’s really a testaled to successful season
by John Webb
reporter

T

he Mock Trial team lost two consecutive trials at State last weekend, putting
an end to an otherwise successful season.
The team fell to Parkway North Friday
night, losing all three of the judge’s ballots.
On Saturday, MICDS eliminated SLUH
from the tournament with a 3-0 win. Both
of SLUH’s opponents were semifinal contestants.
Students pose as attorneys and witnesses, acting and arguing both sides of a
case. This year’s case involved an alleged
drunk driving accident that resulted in the
death of a pregnant woman’s unborn child.
“We got seeded up against two teams
that ended up being in the semis,” said senior
Ralph Scozzafava. “We had a bad draw.”
Scozzafava was a defense attorney and a
prosecutor in different trials.
“We went down swinging against
MICDS,” said sophomore Justin Sinay, a
witness for the defense.
The trial was held at Clayton Courthouse, the same location as the regional meet,
but the location for the State competition
varies from year to year. The last time that
SLUH had been to the State competition was
five years ago, so no member of the current
team had any experience at the State level.
“The atmosphere was different in that it
just felt like there was more at stake,” said
Scozzafava.
“A lot of teams will try to pull different
tricks out of their sleeve,” said junior Jesse

gionals and State, most people on the team
prepared about 50 hours. Unfortunately, it
wasn’t enough to show in the judge’s ballots.
“Decisions weren’t really going our way
during objections. It put (our) lawyers off,
and that in turn put our witnesses on edge
a little bit,” said Scozzafava about the trial
against Parkway North.
Instead of having traditional JV and varsity teams, moderator Anne Marie Lodholz
mixed up the two teams so that each team
had a mixture of experienced veterans and
newcomers. This ensured that those new to
Mock Trial would have the opportunity to
learn from experienced students. While this
strategy spread out talent, it proved dynamic
enough to secure a spot at State. Only one
team from each school is allowed to advance
to State.
“We would not have made it anywhere

ment to their ability to teach.”
Between the Regionals and State
competitions, Lodholz brought in fine arts
teachers Kathy Whitaker and Paul Pagano
to help coach the witnesses and attorneys
on their acting.
“They were wonderful and kind and
considerate to do that,” said Lodholz.
As a first year moderator, Lodholz wants
to make several improvements next year,
including teaching the rules of evidence
earlier and bringing in the acting coaches
earlier.
Although they won’t be returning,
Scozzafava and senior Conor Fellin both
feel good about next year’s team.
“I think next year might be our best run
in a long time,” said Fellin.
“The core of the team is still there,” said
Scozzafava.
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The 2011 SLUH Mock Trial team.

Two local exhibitions display SLUH student artwork
by Eric Mueth
assistant sports editor

T

wo St. Louis area art shows have chosen
to display artwork by St. Louis U. High
students over the past few weeks.
St. Louis Community College-Meramec’s annual Humenagerie: Containers of
Uncertain Ancestry show debuted on March
11 at the Meramec Contemporary Art Gallery. The show was conceived as a collection
of “lidded ceramic containers made in the
shape of combined human-animal forms,”
according to bulletin for the exhibit. Sub-

missions were open to all high school and
community college students in the St. Louis
Metro area.
Ceramics teacher Mary Whealon had
her students in Advanced Ceramics enter
work into the show. Seniors Spencer Gusdorf, Sonny Hager, Simon Nguyen, Henry
Schneider, Nick Schwetz, and Alex Wehner
all made it into the juried show.
“I was really pleased that everybody
got in. They all worked really hard,” said
Whealon.
Whealen noted that Schwetz’s piece, a

large bear’s head on human shoulders, was
probably the most prominently seen of the
SLUH works because it was placed at the
center of exhibit.
Hager’s work, which he titled “Rigel,”
was a very small pelican with a large beak
as a container, no wings and a beanie on
its head to signify the human part of the
requirements. Hager placed third, good for
$25 and a certificate.
Hager was somewhat surprised he did
so well.
continued on page 12

by Adam
reporter

O

Thorp

n Sunday, March 13, the St. Louis
U. High speech team ended a successful season with an excellent showing
at Incarnate Word High School, securing
their victory in the Christian Interscholastic
Speech League (CISL) for the second year
in a row.
Students competed in each of the eight
categories in the meet. SLUH’s solid performance—almost all of the students placed—
cemented the lead they had acknowledged
in three previous competitions.
The team also produced several first
place finishes, including the Storytelling,
Poetry and Extemporaneous categories.
Junior Christian Probst placed first in
Storytelling with his skilled recitation of a
selection from The Wind and the Willows.
His performance in the last meet placed
him on top in the conference. This is the
culmination of several years of work for
Probst, who placed third in Storytelling as
a freshman, and second as a sophomore.
Junior Will Edwards placed first in
Poetry.
Both Edwards and Probst cited the
SLUH students—sophomore Harry Parker
in Storytelling and junior Sam Herbig—as
a major source of competition.
Junior Benjamin Hilker placed first
in the Extemporaneous category, which
requires a contestant to quickly compose a
commentary on a national or international
issue.
Other SLUH entrants included juniors
Jack Witthaus in Radio Broadcasting; Tom
Blood and Jordan Bollwerk, who partnered in
the Duet competition; Adam Hunn and Bollwerk in Humorous/Serious Interpretation;
senior Patrick Smith in Original Oratory;
sophomore Harry Parker in Storytelling;
and junior Phil Yoffie in Prose.
The team pulled into first place in its
second competition of the year on home turf
last month. Solid performances since then
have allowed them to hold their lead against
some of their traditional league rivals.
According to moderator Kathryn Whitaker, “The closest team to us was St. Joe’s,
followed by Cor Jesu.”
Whitaker added that SLUH was “really
continued on page 12
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Letters to the Editors
A Lenten question: are we going too fast?
To the editors:
In light of the Lenten season, and recent
personal moral wake up calls, I would like
to pose the question to the students, administration, and parents of SLUH; do we live
out our school’s mission of being “Men for
Others”?
As I hastily changed lanes and zipped
past the Ford F-150 that once blocked my
lane to the highway 270 entrance ramp, I
saw the lights of a policeman in my rearview
mirror. With my stomach dropping and tears
beginning to swell in my eyes, I rolled down
my window, and whipped out my license
and insurance. It had almost become routine. This was, after all, my third speeding
ticket in less than 10 months. But unlike the
first two occasions of presenting the ticket
to my father, this time he sat me down and
asked me questions deeper than the expected
“how fast were you going” or “why in the
world were you speeding at all”. He showed
a mixture of understanding and fear as he
asked me “Jim, how fast is your life going
right now?” Troubled by the unexpected dip
into a deep philosophical mindset, I could
not answer him. He then presented me an
idea; perhaps these tickets are indications of
a deeper problem dealing with the overall
speed of my life. This idea—my life going
more than 10 miles per hour over the speed
limit—has not sat well with me the past
couple of weeks, it continues to show up
during stressful weeks at school when an
overwhelming amount of homework becomes intertwined with the responsibilities
of my extracurricular activities.
I suppose I have had this idea in my mind
for a while now, as I imagine every SLUH
student has as they stay up to the early hours
of the morning finishing a WebAssign after a
demanding afternoon doing their respective
sport. I always promise I will think about
how I can slow my life down as soon as I
get the chance, but with the speed of my life
maintaining constant velocity, the chances
are like the Cubs in the World Series; they
never show up.
This idea further develops in regards
to the average students’ life at Saint Louis
University High School. Here at SLUH,

many guys take pride in the amount of AP
classes they take, or the .2 increase in their
GPA since the last semester. Common questions I hear around junior hall parallel our
students’ pride in our academic excellence,
questions like “what did you get on your
ACT?” or “how did you do on that English
essay?” This ability to continue to be recognized as one of, if not the top, academic
school in the greater St. Louis area amazes
me and makes me proud to go to SLUH. But
at the same time it makes me want to pose
the question “is this what it’s all about?”
Every afternoon, I ring the bell that signals the beginning of our daily examination
of conscience. But recently, I regret to say that
I have not been examining my conscience.
I have been focused on the quiz I have next
period, or the amount of homework I have
to do after school. I talked to a close friend
of mine about my troubles focusing in on
how I have let God in on my life during the
Examen, and he mirrored my frustrations.
In an attempt to comfort me, he told me how
I was not the only one who does not pray
during the examen, in fact, he has only seen
a handful of students that do take the time to
reflect on how their day has been going. This
lack of participation serves my questioning
the speed of a student’s life at SLUH. If we
don’t pray during the examen, who’s to say
that we pray at all? After a late night studying for a math test, all I want to do is sleep;
prayer becomes the thing that keeps me up a
couple extra minutes, so I don’t do it. Is this
the kind of mentality that we want students
to have towards God?
With the Lenten season just beginning,
SLUH held its annual Ash Wednesday Mass.
I was very impressed with the organization and theme of silence throughout the
ceremony. After the Mass, students were
encouraged to participate in Lent and were
given multiple examples of how to have a
successful season of penance. One of the
reoccurring themes of a successful Lenten
season was service. This idea of service and
giving of oneself to the community seems to
be something a Jesuit school would hold to
the highest degree of importance. But as I sat
in the cramped choir seating, I wondered if we

by

The way we live
really do put the correct emphasis on service.
With a consistently heavy workload, and
various activities to do after school, I barely
make time for charitable works. This idea
of not having time for others seems to occur
throughout SLUH, and it becomes evident by
looking at our community service program.
The program itself is constructed beautifully,
and organized to provide the easiest connection to service
programs throughout St. Louis. But
aside from the small
group of dedicated service go-ers,
and the students in
National Honors
Society where service is mandatory,
only a handful of
students participate
in service projects.
I believe that the
answer to this problem is not in our
hatred for helping
out our community,
but instead rooted in our lack of time to help
our community, our world, and ourselves.
With the amount of work students get which
causes us to focus on schoolwork rather than
our community, are we truly living out the
Ignatian Identity outlined to us with the Grad
at Grad? Certainly we show our intellectual
competence, but how often do we show our
commitment to justice, or our dedication to
religion, or our love of our fellow man?
I would like to conclude that I hold my
SLUH education, both academic and spiritual, very dear to me. I cannot express how
much love I have seen in the students and
the particular teachers whose paths I have
crossed through my time here at SLUH. This
letter is meant to challenge the readers to
challenge themselves; it is not a criticism. I
would also like to encourage our theme of
silence throughout all of Lent, and perhaps
we may all grow in our connection to our
community and in turn with Christ.
—James Griffard, ‘12

Is this the
kind of
mentality
that we
want
students
to have
towards
God?

Jock school response: do we value sports for the right reasons?
Dear Editors,
In response to Conor Gearin’s article
“Identity crisis: Do I go to a jock school?”
it seems that the real problem with our collective image as a school is not the term we
use to describe our school but the apparent
gap between academics and athletics. For
most students, a two-hour sports practice
is merely seen as a break in between seven
hours of school and hours more of homework
at night. Granted, some students are more
dedicated to their sports than their schoolwork, so school is seen as a mere seven
hour obstacle in between sports practices or
games. But in this dichotomy of academics
and athletics, we are missing an opportunity
to expand our learning, and we risk sports
becoming separated from the normal realm
of the school.
Although we have nice facilities and
recognition for athletic accomplishments,
I feel like athletic accomplishments are
disconnected from the rest of life at SLUH.
I know that I personally go to games for the
social atmosphere, and I would bet that the
majority of students go for similar reasons.
How often do we value a sport for the work
that the individuals put into it? When have we
ever praised a team or individual for that old
euphemism of “doing their best?” It seems
that sports are not fully used as a reinforcement of our mission. At best, they are a nice
thing to brag about when we win. There are

some sports and individuals who are able to
pull academics and athletics closer, but as a
whole we have room for improvement.
Our current reluctance to place emphasis
on the effort or dedication of sports teams over
their accomplishments allows for attitudes
to grow which cause damage far beyond the
athletic field. First, privileges are granted
to athletes that are
against the rules
for non-athletes,
like having a key
to the weight room.
Second, commonly
held stereotypes of
some athletes from
meatheads to potheads seem to grant
these players further
social concessions
without fault. Students brush off these
clichés as common
jokes allowing players to fall into those habits as if they were
expected to fall. Finally, most students know
of degrading traditions and attitudes that
grow out of this culture of accomplishments
over process.
Sports are great things. They are extracurricular. They offer the opportunity
to expand on the rigorous academic life of
SLUH students through teamwork and physi-

How often
do we
value a
sport for
the work
that the
individuals
put into it?

Conor Gearin

3

cal discipline. I have absolutely no problems
with sports or competition in itself.
I hope that anyone who has been a part
of a sports team realized the value that grows
out of the common pursuit of a goal.
We should not worry about SLUH being a jock school. We should worry about
whether our activities are supporting each
other or not. Isn’t there some merger of academics and athletics that allows them to be
complementary and not exclusive? In this
system, we would care about teams when
they work hard, not just when they win. We
would support our classmates in the most
obscure games not just the championships.
Instead, we emphasize academics and
allow athletic exemptions that are calmly
accepted by the vast groups of students who
know of them. Again, I have no problems
with sports, competition, or practices. But
when we insist on separating them from our
identity, we limit the possibilities to expand
our education to the athletic fields.
Whatever kind of school you think
SLUH is, “Jock” or “Nerd,” there must be a
better way for us to handle such a division. If
we continue to curse each other in the dark
and joke about each other in the light, it is
only a matter of time before those clichés
stop being funny.
—Philip Nahlik ‘11

In anxious moments, like waiting for
an e-mail that will tell me whether or not
I can go to my dream school, I tend to slip
into a narrative in which I am engaged in
a desperate, dramatic rat race against my
peers. It goes a little like this:
At some point in grade school, most of
us were awakened to the fact that we’re in a
race. Whoever charged the hardest towards
the goal of high school would get into the
best one. The importance of this, we foggily
understood, was that it would decide whether
we would be able to get into a good college.
Admittedly, most of us jogged this leg of the
race. College was far off, and the high school
we would go to wasn’t much in doubt.
In high school, though, those of us
that didn’t realize we were in a race did
quickly. We’re in a vicious battle to get into
the best colleges. Nothing—even sleep,
which is sacred to adolescents—is spared
in the struggle for success. College became
a tangible reality—we had siblings, relatives, or friends in college, and realized our
time in high school is a stepping stone to
that much more important place of growth
and discovery. We even begin to dimly see
what lies beyond college, begin to choose
our majors and career fields.
The mentality of the race becomes
ingrained into every task. Every homework
assignment, every reading quiz is now tied
to our success not just in the lesson or the
class but in life itself. I’ve heard teachers
encourage this mindset. I was once told
(kiddingly, I think) that the test I was taking
was directly tied to my future as an expert
in my chosen line of work.
At no time is the race mentality more in
vogue than when college decisions get sent
out. These don’t merely decide where we’ll
spend the next few years; they decide for us
what sort of person we will be. The impact
of those e-mails and letters is immediate and
irreversible. Accepted, rejected. Waitlisted
and deferred are disappointments that come
with glimmers of hope, but they’re also a
sign that we need to be running faster.
I haven’t been to college yet, but I have
a sneaking suspicion that we’ll be told to
scramble to get our lives together, decide
what we’re going to do with ourselves, throw
ourselves into a career track and hustle.
Then we get a good job, which sets us up
for having a good family. Having a good
family sets us up to have a good adult life.
Whew. It took a while to get to the payoff.
But don’t stop working, for goodness sakes.
Then we’re old, but since we have a good
job, we’re set up to have a good retirement.
Then we’re set up to be in a good nursing
home or assisted living facility.
The next stage of the race—it’s still
a race, don’t forget, because we’ve never
stopped running—is a little strange. It just
ends suddenly. There’s no finish line, which
none of us will have expected from the way
we had previously lived our lives. There are
numerous theories and beliefs about what
happens about after we die, but few of them
include an afterlife based on how ambitious
and successful we were in our lives (notably,
Catholicism says essentially the opposite).
Needless to say, a horrible, horrible way
to look at life. I have been slipping in and
out of this mindset like a bad dream for the
past few weeks. Thankfully, a number of
close friends reminded me this week that
no matter which schools accepted me, it
had nothing to do with me as a person. As I
read the surprisingly kind letter of rejection
from my dream school, I chewed on that
word “rejected.” It’s a word that describes a
malformed machine part. I’m not a machine
part. I felt a burgeoning sense of peace.
Breathe the free air. Life is not a series
of races; it’s a continuous journey. Though
many events have lasting consequences—
and it’s important to realize that—our paths
are never a track. We can start over, we can
take a different path, we can call up plans
B, C, and D.
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Rockhurst edges lacrosse with final seconds goal Water Polo (8-0)
by Donnie
reporter

PHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO

Land

O

verwhelmed by excitement and
adrenaline as they walked onto the
football turf, the St. Louis U. High varsity
lacrosse players knew from the start that
they were going to be facing a powerful
and skilled opponent in the returning State
champion team Rockhurst.
Having last beaten the Hawklets in
overtime for the State championship in 2009,
the Jr. Billikens were hyped up and ready to
stand up to the four-time State champions.
The team got off to a strong start with a
goal by senior attack Ryan Reding within the
first minute. Junior attacker Thomas Place
doubled the lead shortly afterward. Stealing
the ball after a lost face-off, the defenders
moved the ball up to Reding, who delivered
the ball to Place, who ran to the crease and
put the shot past the Rockhurst goalie for a
2-0 lead.
“I came out angry because Rockhurst
was using our locker rooms, and I think we
used that anger to fuel our energy and come
off strong with a two-point lead,” said Place.
As the quarter drew on, Rockhurst
found shot opportunities and sent the ball
to the back of the net for their first goal of
the game.
Immediately after the goal, referees
inspected the head of senior defender Will
Moritz’s d-pole to be sure that it did not violate the rules of ball holding. Unfortunately
his pocket was just barely too deep, and the
Jr. Bills faced a three-minute period of man
down.
Lucky for sophomore goalie John
Lawder, the defensive long poles, consisting
of juniors Sam Cannon and John Jedlicka,
senior Pat Judge, and junior Mark Weber,
held the Rockhurst offense scoreless on the
advantage. With under two minutes left in
the quarter, however, Rockhurst tied the
score at two.
The Jr. Bills entered the second quarter with just as much intensity as the first.
Senior midfielder Andrew Schoessel picked
up the ball and stormed down the field with
Rockhurst middies tailing behind him as he
ran towards the defense and sent a rocket
straight into the back of the net, putting the
Jr. Bills ahead once again.
The rest of the half was back and forth.
Rockhurst began to take control of the ball
and scored three goals, including two in two
minutes, to go up 5-3.
SLUH rebounded, though. Once again
re-obtaining the ball after a lost face-off,
SLUH’s defense sent it to the attack, and
senior attack Jimmy Reichenbach flung the
ball to Reding, who netted his second goal

Monday, March 10
SLUH 16, DeSmet 4
Junior Sam Erlinger led the team in
goals, scoring six, while junior Justin Ramacciotti scored a hat trick. Senior defender
Joe Kabance was the player of the game,
however, for his 10 steals.
Thursday, March 21
SLUH 15, Ft. Zumwalt West 2
Erlinger earned player of the game
for his five goals and four assists. Senior
goalie Jake Chisholm and junior goalie Sean
Sullivan both played extremely well for a
combined eight saves.

Senior Jimmy Reichenbach looks to pass the ball in Tuesday’s heartbreaker versus Rockhurst.

of the game with 20 seconds left in the half
to cut the lead to one.
The Jr. Bills walked onto the field in the
second half determined to stomp over the
Hawklets. However, the Bills were caught
off guard as Rockhurst scored 12 seconds
into the half after winning the face-off.
SLUH struggled to maintain their
composure, as a number of unsuccessful
clears put the ball back into possession of
Rockhurst. However, SLUH finally brought
the ball back to the offensive box, where
Reichenbach dodged past his defender and
put an overhand shot right past the goalie.
Soon afterwards, senior midfielder Michael
Griffard caught a long clear from defense
and sent the ball back to Reichenbach, who
tied the score 6-6.
Rockhurst, however, surged back with
another two goals. Yet the Jr. Bills maintained their disposition and responded with
a face-off win by junior Chip Moloney and
an immediate goal from Place after being
set up in front of the goalie by Reding. A
goal by Schoessel with 24 seconds left tied
the score at 8 at the end of the third quarter.
After SLUH scored two early goals to
go up 10-8, the Jr. Bills began to lose their
momentum, as Rockhurst held the ball and
fired off the shots one after another. Lawder
continued to throw himself in front of the
ball, but Rockhurst finally sent the ball to
the crease, where they were able to put in
two goals within a minute, tying the score
at 10.
Adrenaline rushed through the Jr. Bills
and Hawklets as neither team was ready to
give up with merely three minutes of playing time left. After a clear from defense
was sent to the midfield, the Jr. Bills got
into the box in time for coach Mark Seyer

to call timeout with just over 40 seconds of
playing. Possessing the ball and planning
for a clean shot on goal, an unfortunate call
of interference on SLUH for a ground ball
forced a turnover, and fear arose in the team.
With a charge down the field and a pass to
the crease, Rockhurst beat SLUH with a goal
with 6.5 seconds left in the game. The game
ended 11-10.
“I knew if we moved the ball quickly
and possessed we were going to stay with
them,” said Reichenbach about the defeat.
“I did not think it would come down to
a game winner in the last two seconds, but I
knew it would be a close game and it would
last the whole 48 minutes to determine the
outcome,” said Leritz.
Despite the last-minute upset, the Jr.
Bills take the loss as a means to fuel their
aggressiveness, intensity, and energy in their
upcoming games, in hopes of re-obtaining
the State title.
“It was disappointing at first, but I think
it will be a good motivation for next time
we play them,” said Weber.
“This next game against Eureka, we
have to work on transitions and moving the
ball up the field without getting sloppy and
throwing the ball away,” said Schoessel.
The U. High lacrosse team has been
preparing to face State-runner up Eureka
this Friday at Eureka, where they plan on
taking over the game from the start with
confidence.
“ It's mostly about what we can do to put
together a full game playing how we want
to play and dictating the game how we can,”
said Seyer in giving his best advice for the
team to continue to succeed.

Friday, March 15
SLUH 11, Conant 2
SLUH showed that they are ready to
handle the teams in Illinois with an exploding
start. Senior Michael Hagerty and Erlinger
combined for nine goals. Defenders Kabance
and senior Mitch Kramer held Conant to two
goals.
SLUH 14, York 3
Junior defender Pieter Derdeyn led
SLUH with four steals, one assist, and fullpool counterattack goal.
SLUH 11, Mundelin 5
SLUH avenged last year’s losses to
Mundelin with an excellent win. Senior
captain John Lewis played a strong defensive
game and had a hard backhand goal. Goalie
Sullivan showed excellent passing with three
full-pool assists in a row.
Saturday, March 26
SLUH 12, Schaumburg 10
SLUH faced some trouble against the
tournament host. Tied at the end of three
quarters, the Jr. Bills turned it on during the
fourth to take a 12-7 lead; however, many
sloppy mistakes resulted in Schaumburg
scoring three quick goals at the end.
SLUH 17, Hoffman Estates 4
SLUH got a lot of good practice for its
bench players in this game. Senior Eddie
Harris put in his first goal of the season and
junior Chris Kennedy scored a goal, as 14
of the team’s 17 players netted goals.
Tuesday, March 29
SLUH 14, Parkway South 3
Goalie Sullivan scored a goal from the
other end of the pool and shut down South
with 15 saves and an assist in addition to his
goal.

Track expecting success from fresh talent in key roles
by Evan Becton
reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity track team
looks impressive as the season gets
under way, even after the significant loss
of key athletes such as Nick Seckfort and
Caleb Ford for distance, Daniel Jones and
Matt Schumacker for sprints, and Andrew
Schiebe for the jump squad. The Jr. Bills
seemed to have filled the places of their
key athletes from last year.
“We have lost Schiebe for our jump
squad, but we have some new guys stepping
up trying it out,” senior triple jump captain
Brian Bement said.
Head coach Joe Porter is encouraged
that, at the Gateway Invitational meet last
Saturday, the team scored in 17 of the 19
events and came out champions of the entire
meet.
“Scoring in those 17 events shows that
we have a strong team all the way across the
board,” said Porter. The Gateway Invitational
was the first varsity meet of the year, and the
victory set a promising tone for the Jr. Bills’

track season.
The Jr. Bills are looking for “good leadership,” according to Porter. With a strong
corps of seniors, the team appears to have
that. For shot and discus, the key athletes and
captains are seniors Alex Cross and Simon
Clark, who each had success last year in
both events. The sprints captains are senior
Daniel Hoefel and juniors Darion Baker and
Matt McCarthy, who are expected to play
major roles in the success of sprint squad
this year. The distance captains are seniors
Tim Rackers and Kyle Jacoby. But the distance squad, which is looking to contend for
titles, also has a strong trifecta of juniors in
Michael McLaughlin, Nathan Rubbelke, and
Joe Esswein, and 800 specialist senior Dan
Raterman.
And lastly the jump captains are senior
Brian Bement, sophomore D.J. DeVivo and
junior Luke Hagerty, who all look to have
successful seasons in their respective events.
But a team is only as strong as its parts,
and the Jr. Bills’ key parts seem to be functioning very well. With expected contribu-

Track Nightbeat
The Saint Louis U. High School track team came out on top yesterday in the Metro
Catholic Conference (MCC) relays meet. The team set the pace for the meet by winning the first two events, the 4x1600 meter relay and the 110 hurdles relay. The Jr.
Bills also had key first and second place finishes in a come-from-behind victory in
the distance medley, the triple jump relay, and a heartbreaking second place finish
in the 4x400 meter relay. Key athletes were seniors Alex Cross, Tim Rackers, Brian
Bement, and Joe Meier, juniors Dan Williams, Christian Lukas and Nathan Rubbelke,
and sophomores DJ DeVivo, David Arrendondo and Alex Groesch. With a win at
the MCC relays, the SLUH track squad is looking in good shape to becoming MCC
champions at the end of the season.
—compiled by Evan Becton

tions from sophomores Alex Groesch and
David Arredondo, juniors Jack Milford, Dan
Williams, and Christian Lukas, and senior
Joe Meier, among others, the team hopes to
have a very successful season.
“We have a good chance of winning
MCCs (Metro Catholic Conference) this

year,” Bement said.
Porter expects the team to “Be in the
hunt for the MCC championship, and score
as many points as possible in the State meet,
and maybe even sneak out with a trophy in
the top four.”
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Baseball holds on through late-game slump to beat Hancock
PHOTO BY HAROLD WAYNE

Senior Brett Weber goes for a ground ball in the outfield during practice.

by Eric Mueth
assistant sports editor

O

n a cold and windy weekday, the St.
Louis U. High baseball team (3-0)
squared off against the Hancock Tigers. This
Tuesday, SLUH started strong, battled the
conditions, squandered opportunities, and
played sloppily late in the game, but the Jr.
Bills took away an 11-6 victory.
After jumping out to a quick 3-1 lead
after the first, SLUH poured on the pressure
in the second. Junior Mitch Klug, the game’s

starting pitcher, led off the bottom of the
second with a single. Junior second baseman
Willie Floros followed with a walk. After an
error by Hancock on senior first baseman
Sasha Kuebel’s pop-up, SLUH scored their
fourth run.
A few batters later, junior Andrew Pitts
stepped to the plate with the bases loaded
after a four-pitch walk to the previous hitter.
Pitts unloaded on a pitch, sending it high
down the left field line. The ball carried
enough in the cold and windy afternoon air
to clear the fence for a grand slam. Pitts fin-

ished three for three on the day and notched
a total of five RBIs.
“I was just thinking going up there ‘Just
get a hit, get some runs home,’ said Pitts.
“Luckily, the count was 2-2 and the pitcher
just grooved me a fastball right where I
wanted it. I just swung as hard as I could,
and next thing you know it was over the
fence.”
With an 8-1 lead through two innings,
head coach Steve Nicollerat tinkered with
his lineup and gave each hurler after Klug
just one inning.
“I got a good chance to play a good
number of kids,” said Nicollerat. He added,
“Most importantly, I saw a couple different
catchers, which they did a great job, and I
got a chance to see five different pitchers.”
Senior Anthony Greiner relieved
Klug—who allowed two runs (one earned)
in three innings—in the fourth and promptly
struck out the side.
Senior Elliot Fish, junior Paul Simon,
and junior Trevor Dorand closed out the
game for SLUH, giving up a total of four runs
combined, most of which were unearned.
Simon’s fifth inning stint was one-two-three.
At the plate, though, SLUH went cold. After
scoring eight in two innings, the Jr. Bills
added only three more runs in the last four.
Floros, Kuebel, and a few other starters
were subbed out around the fourth inning,
and many young guns stepped to the plate.

SLUH loaded the bases in the fourth with
one out, but a strikeout looking followed by
a tag out at home after a wild pitch ended
the inning.
In the sixth, once again, the Jr. Bills
loaded the bases, but couldn’t score.
Two runs crossed for Hancock in the
top of the seventh, but SLUH held on for
the 11-6 victory.
“There were a few spots we kind of had
mental lapses, but I don’t think there was
anything bad,” said Pitts. “We just need to
stay focused throughout the whole game,
instead of taking off a few plays here and
there.”
In what seemed to be shaping up to be
a double-digit blowout, the Jr. Bills played
sloppy down the stretch and merely held on
to the lead. The late inning performance may
be attributed to the bitterly cold weather,
coupled with numerous backups getting in
varsity experience.
Nicollerat reiterated the same message.
He said, “There were a couple plays that we
didn’t make as well, and maybe our focus
could be a little bit higher, and that’s what I
think the guys come away with—the expectation that they need to have of themselves
to play at a high level no matter how cold it
is or what the score is.”
Next, SLUH will face Creighton Prep
(Neb.) in a huge game at home, tonight at 7
p.m.

Young golf team finding its footing Defending State champion
B H
can win a lot of matches this year with three
returning players. I think we’re always un- volleyball team undefeated so far
by en utchison
reporter

M

uch like the winter-like weather is
trying to find spring, a young varsity
golf team (1-2) is trying to find groove in
the early part of the season. Led by only one
senior, Dylan Gardner, the team is improving and still has high hopes for the season.
Tryouts at Quail Creek were rained out
to start the season. Coaches Greg Bantle and
Tom Wilson had to reschedule the tryouts
because the weather was so unpredictable.
The golfers trying out had to play in wet,
cold conditions for a week, only playing
about four holes a day.
After Bantle couldn’t decide whom to
put on varsity after only those few holes, he
decided to take another look at the players
with nine holes at the infamous Quail Creek
course. It was a rough tryout for everyone,
with the low score being 45 from freshman
Scott Schaeffer. With Gardner, juniors Matt
Schoelch and Jack Mimlitz and sophomore
Ben Hutchison having an automatic spots
on varsity, Bantle selected sophomore Andy
Hitch, junior Will Meehan, Schaeffer, junior
Fritz Simmon, and sophomore Drew Brunts
to join them.
“The team is very confident that we
PHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO

Junior Matt Schoelch drives the ball against CBC
this week.

derdogs, and we need to prove those expectations wrong with some big wins this year. If
we don’t have a good year, we’ll have eight
returning players for the 2012 season,” said
Hitch.
The team has high hopes that they can
beat Metro Catholic Conference (MCC)
schools in key matches with the majority
of them at their home course, Forest Park.
With the teams set, practice started
quickly. The whole team was playing great,
and that solid play increased their confidence
even more.
Schoelch said, “I’m feeling an average
team score of 39 this year.”
The team would likely win a majority of
their matches if they could shoot that score
and maybe even have a shot of winning
Districts at Persimmon Woods.
The Mickelsonbills started off their
season with three straight MCC matches at
Forest Park in cold, windy conditions. On
Monday, they started off with a match against
rival CBC.
Gardner said, “Every year CBC has
a strong team. They never seem to have a
weak player.”
Schaeffer shot a 38 in his first match for
the team, and Hutchison shot a one over par
36, but to no avail. The Cadets played well
with consistent scores in the thirties to beat
the Jr. Bills by a large margin of 231-246,
shooting down the team’s confidence.
Next, the Jr. Bills beat the Vianney
Griffins convincingly by a team score of
239-255. After a big loss to CBC, the team
didn’t want to start off the year 0-2, and they
rebounded well.
“The whole teamed gained back their
confidence with our good play today,” said
Simmon.
With a good DeSmet team to tee off
against on Wednesday, the team looked to
prove expectations wrong and beat DeSmet
for the first time in two years. The whole
team played well with four scores in the
thirties. Mimlitz improved his first match
score drastically, shooting an even par 35,
and Schoelch and Gardner followed up with
37s. But the Spartans were too much for the
Jr. Bills, and SLUH lost 223-236.

by John Sachs
reporter

R

eturning to play as defending State
champs, the St. Louis U. High varsity
volleyball team kicked off the 2011 season
with a slow but undefeated start.
After a messy but quick two-game
win against Mehlville High School on the
Tuesday of spring break, the Jr. Bills squared
off against Fort Zumwalt South on Monday.
SLUH handily defeated FZS in the first game
of the match, 25-16. Seniors Willie Whealen
and Alex Hughes led the game with 11 and
eight kills, respectively.
The trouble, however, came in the second game of the match, which was much
closer. The Jr. Bills’ passing broke down,
and they were much less able to execute on
defense and offense.
“We’re in desperate need of good passing,” said senior Zak Robben.
The Jr. Bills did, in the end, narrowly
overcome FZS to win
the game 25-23, and
the match 2-0.
With two wins
under their belt, the
Killbills brought
home another win
against Pattonville
by sheer dominance
on the court. Though
the two teams were
neck-and-neck for
the first 10 points
or so, the Jr. Bills
hit their stride and
began to dominate
the match.
“We have slow
starts, but then we get
rolling,” said senior
Elliot Rhodes.
After trading a
few serves with Pattonville, the experienced SLUH servers
exercised clear control over the court.
SLUH snagged a first

game win 25-16.
In the second game, the Jr. Bills showed
continued to flaunt their athletic prowess
over the Pirates, winning 25-12. The Bills’
great serving ultimately routed the Pirates
with 10 aces, four by Robben. The aces alone
accounted for a fifth of SLUH’s points that
match.
This win against Pattonville was the
third for the Jr. Bills this year, resulting in a
very respectable 3-0 record.
SLUH will have to find a groove soon,
though, because this weekend they play in
the Marquette Tournament and next week
against Metro Catholic Conference (MCC)
opponents Vianney and nationally-ranked
DeSmet.
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Senior Elliot Rhodes looks to force the ball back over the net in the Jr. Bills’ win
over Pattonville.
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SCHOOL IS RAVAGED
BY RODENT PLAGUE
Dozens Bitten, Scratched, or Eaten; Cleanup
Efforts Foiled As Rodents Militarize
by Erasmus Darwin
wrong multiple choice answer
n a disastrous AP Biology lab
incident, once again demonstrating the incompetence of high
school science students and the veracity of feral organisms, a colony
of common black rats (Rattus
rattus) has mutated into a hyperintelligent species with ambitions
of empire. The species was created
when a mating pair of rats were
allowed to escape and reproduce
inside a closet in the biology room.
The new species has set up barricades in the entrances to the St.
Louis U. High science wing and
is currently waging war against
students and teachers attempting
to retake their classrooms before
the AP tests in May.
The biology students were
performing a new lab mandated
by the AP board designed to
replace a genetics experiment
usually involving tracking houseflies. The experiment is designed
to model Mendelian genetics.
“Traits in rats are easier for students to see than, say, eye color on a
housefly,”said an AP representative
over the phone. “However, the size
of the rats also makes the experiment 3000 times harder, and their
slower reproductive cycle ensures
that a class could never, ever finish
the lab before the AP test. But it’s
not like we want people to pass the
AP test,” the man said with a selfindulgent chuckle before slamming
the phone down.
The SLUH biology class began
the experiment several months ago,
allowing the rats to reproduce and

I

create a new generation, or “fornicate,” as biology teacher Steve
Kuensting said.
When counting the rats from
the new generation, however, a male
and female rat scurried away and
hid under the counter. The student
responsible for watching the rats,
who wished to remain anonymous,
said he was busy studying for a BC
Calculus test at the time and just
“didn’t bother”trying to catch them.
“Hey, I mean, I was running
on 3000 milligrams of caffeine and
a Twix bar at that point. You can’t
expect me to deal with rats after a
bad night of homework,” he said.
Demonstrating the founder
effect, the pair of rats were particularly intelligent, and since they
were in reproductive isolation, they
created a smart second generation
of rats. The rat colony evolved to
be even more intelligent when
they competed for territory with
super-intelligent cockroaches in
the cupboard.
When the class returned after
spring break, Kuensting was confronted with an English-speaking
representative from the rat colony
requesting more space to house
their burgeoning population.
“You know, I was a little surprised to have a rat talking to me,
but hey, that’s biology!” he said
jovially.
The rats initially cooperated
with the biology students operating
as their caretakers, but it seems that
one night, the rats discovered the
television in the room and watched
CNN’s footage of democratic
protests in Libya and Egypt. On

Editorial

Why don't you guys care
about that thing we care about?
I

t has come to our attention (we
were alerted by carrier pigeon
in our ivory tower) that there is
a serious dearth in caring about
something that is very near and
dear to our hearts—as students,
as Americans, as members of the
human race. It is, perhaps, the
most important thing to us out
of all other things—including our
demotivational posters and Friday
morning donuts.
We were shocked to discover
this by carrier pigeon. To verify the
verity of this veritable horror, the
Daily Prophet staff administered a
survey over five days during homeroom. After losing the survey sheets
three separate times, randomizing
the data under the direction of Mr.
Craig Hannick, and entering the
data wrong on Excel spreadsheets
55 times, we have arrived at plausible numbers that Mr. Hannick
has assured us have a 95 percent
chance of not being totally off. We
found that a whopping 98 percent
of survey takers do not care about
this thing, with 68 percent of
respondents saying they wouldn’t
care if their lives depended on it, 22
percent saying that they had never

thought about it in their lives, and
8 percent saying they might care
if was an incentive like free food
involved. The 2 percent who said
they did care can be broken up
into two groups. The majority, 1.8
percent, said that they cared just a
wee bit, mainly because it seemed
important since it was on a survey.
The remainder, .2 percent, who said
they would die for this thing, can be
attributed to a statistical anomaly.
From a survey taken previously
this year, we know that only 3.5
percent of the school is capable of
understanding basic arithmetic, so
we’ll put these tricky numbers into
layman’s terms. Nobody cares about
the thing we care about.
We find this an unsatisfactory
state of affairs (as we do with many
things, included but not limited to
the weather, the disappearance of
the dinosaurs, and the cancellation
of the Magic School Bus TV series).
We hope that, after reading this
editorial, more students will care
about this thing. We assure you that
many people have cared about this
thing in the past, including many
famous authors, professional revolutionaries, politicians now facing

federal indictments, and Big Bird.
To enumerate the benefits of
caring about this thing:

Thursday, the rats presented Kuensting with a resolution demanding
autonomy, economic reforms, and
free elections.
“I really didn’t know what
to say. I brought in Dr. Moran to
negotiate with them, and that’s
when the rats opened fire,” said
Kuensting.
Apparently the rats had
concocted small firearms from

materials seized from the chemistry
cabinet and a copy of The Anarchist’s
Cookbook belonging to Charles
Busenhart. Moran and Kuensting
escaped unharmed; the rodent’s
aim was still developing.
Since then, however, the rat
contagion has spread to the rest
of the science wing. A coalition
of students and teachers desperate to review for upcoming AP

tests have sought to retake their
classrooms, but to no avail. Dozens
have received biting, scratching, and
small arms wounds from the rats,
and senior David Boll was reported
missing after crossing the front line
to negotiate a cease-fire.
“We thought he was such a
smooth talker. We’re afraid he may
have been eaten. But hey, that’s
biology!” said Kuensting.

Laptops mandatory next year
(from 1)

said Haefle. “But there’s still a
learning curve for current students
that we’ve got to make up for.”
The greater learning curve,
according to faculty and students
familiar with the new plans, will
be how to adapt the technology
effectively to the classroom.
“We’ve been talking about
laptops for years, but the critical
factor has always been ‘will this
enhance the classroom experience?’” said math teacher Frank
Corley.
“I think laptops are only useful, or beneficial, if they can add
something to a class that wouldn’t
be there without them,” said senior
Luke Hellwig, a student noteworthy for having not stepped foot in
a classroom since mid-October.
Until recently, the general
consensus among faculty and students was that the school had not
reached that point. The Prep News
explored the issue of laptops in a
series entitled “Tech/ed” earlier
this year. In an interview for an
article about future technological
advancements at SLUH, Moran

said laptop implementation was textbooks chosen by our teachers
five to 10 years off, if that.
have yet to release an ebook,” said
It was not until English teacher Moran. “It’s unlikely we’ll be putSteve Missey proved that laptops ting hard-texts away for good any
could even aid English classes, time soon.”
long a holdout for behind-the-times
Reaction to the announcement
technoaverters, that implementa- yesterday have been mixed, though
tion seemed worthwhile. Missey to most the announcement was a
successfully demonstrated how total surprise.
an interactive text of Catch-22
“I was totally surprised,” said
gave his junior students an advan- junior Daniel Schmidt. “I can’t
tage over other classes
without laptops and
etexts.
The transition of
textbooks from paper
to electronic form is
an almost certain consequence of the laptop implementation,
according to Moran.
However, he and other
administrators have
yet to establish when
this changeover would
begin, though it is
unlikely to occur next
year.
Principal John Moran fields a complaint from English
teacher Tim Curdt about mandatory laptops. Curdt
“The whole ebook
he has no problem with the laptops themselves,
question is still up in explained
just that Missey was instrumental in proving their usefulthe air. Some of our lness. Note that the two gentlemen are wearing the same
shirt.

really say I’m excited, though. It
seems like laptops are kind of a
liability.”
Senior John Sachs attended
Chaminade College Prep, a laptop
school, in middle school, and has
long been an opponent of laptops
at SLUH.
“They’re just a huge distraction. Kid’ll just screw around during class, and I don’t think teachers
can really control that. It’s really
too bad,” said Sachs.
Addressing concerns of students and faculty, Haefele explained that he and Dickman will
periodically check in on each
students laptop throughout the year
in hopes of scaring students away
from inappropriate laptop use.
Neither Laughlin nor Dickman could be reached for comment. Kesterson did not return a
reporter’s repeated inquires.
Moran said several of the
laptops—loaded with relevant
software—will be available for
test-use in the library in the coming
weeks.
“Wow, this is exciting,” he
said.

	—It’s been the cause of countless protest movements throughout
the world in the past sesquicentennial period. Aren’t protests fun?
—Your morality is not complete without a healthy dose of
caring about this thing, because
it’s really, really important. Really.
—And of course, you can hang
out in our office whenever you want
to if you tell us you care about this
thing.
We’re not sure what you should
do once you care about this thing.
The second step, the actions you
should take because you believe
in this thing, are quite unclear to
us. We certainly haven’t done anything. But we urge you, our fellow
students, to at least care about this
thing. Once you do, we applaud
you for doing so. It’s a good first
step, and then we can all applaud
ouserlves for doing so. And isn’t
that what we all want, in the end?
To feel better about ourselves?

Brennan Corp.
It's Still Your World,

Just Made Better
in Our Hands.
Energy,Banking,Media,Everything
BrennanCorp.isnowthesoleowner
of the St. Louis U. High Prep News.
As Chairman of the Brennan Corp.,
William K. Brennan excercis

Moran falls through ice
near Boston home

Moore’s Spanish classes
count for French credit

O

L

by Ted Wight
“mr. goalie”

n a cold March morning near
his Boston home, principal
John Moran played a pickup game
of pond hockey with his Southie
friends. After about an hour of
playing, the gang decided to reenact the game winning 1970 Bobby
Orr Stanley Cup victory goal over
the St. Louis Blues. Moran, who
played as Orr, scored the goal, and
then completed the famous leap.
Unfortunately, Moran landed on a
weak spot in the ice and fell into
the drink.
“You know, we just wanted

to go out and play some puckey,”
Moran’s friend Ben Franklen said.
“We didn’t expect John to fall
through.”
The team rushed to save Moran, attempting to use a long roll of
Patriots top secret practice film to
hoist Moran from the lake. When
the tape broke, the gang used a
more conventional way to rescue
Moran.
“We all knew this janitor, Matt
(Damen), who worked at this college and lived in the neighborhood,”
said Robin Willems. “He’s a pretty
bright guy, I mean, he can answer
any math problem you give him.

So we rushed over and banged on
his door and we were like, ‘Matt,
Matt come on we need your help.’”
Damen rescued Moran, and
after warming Moran up, the entire
group watched Fever Pitch at Damen’s house.
“You know, it’s just the quintessential Boston movie,” friend Sam
Walton said. “I mean, Drew Barrymore is just a fantastic actor. You
can’t go wrong with Jimmy Fallon.
And the 2004 World Series? The
whole thing is a grand slam.”
Moran is expected to make a
full recovery.

Danis Field House is now Danis Center
Underused Basketball
Court Converted into
New Hockey Rink

by Chaz Finster
rugrat

by Natedogg
rest in peace

The newly renovated Danis Center, complete with a JumboTran and shameless
commercial advertising.

brackets. The Prep News refused to
comment.
“I don’t know anything about
the betting,” Wehner said. “But I
do know that the Jr. Bill on the
front of the jerseys will be renamed
‘Dr. Bill.’ He will be holding a Dr.
Pepper in one hand and a stick in
the other. The designs look pretty
neat.”
On a lighter note, for $400 a
game any SLUH hockey fan will be
able to drive the zamboni machine.
“Of course, we will open the
rink for Friday and Saturday night
skates so any student can take his
date ice skating,”Wehner said.“It’ll
cost about $20 for skates and $30

Flashback

to get in.”
So far coaches and players have
been enthusiastic about the home
rink.
“Eh, it’ll give us quite the
advantage,” coach Charlie B. said.
“We won’t have to drive as far and
students will rally around a stadium
and a team they can finally call
‘home.’”
“It’ll be great for our Dr. Bill’s
hockey team,” star forward Tim
Boleman said. “I’m just stoked to
start dangling on that new rink.”
Dr. Bill season ticket packages
go on sale next week. The rink will
be completed by the start of the
season.

Charlie Busenhart, the Wendy’s model

ment on his stint as a
model.
“Mind your own business,” he quipped.
An anonymous source
inside Wendy’s explained
that, though Thomas was
quite good with hamburgers and shakes, he lacked
certain aesthetic features
beneficial in national advertising chains.
“Oh yes, Mr. Thomas was
grizzled before his time,”
said the source. “Skin
looked like leather. Anyway, since the movie Rudy
had not come out with its
inspirational message of
Busenhart, in his days posing as Dave Thomas.
achieving dreams through
hard work, Mr. Thomas chose
t. Louis U. High teacher Char- another route.”
lie Busenhart is known for
And here Busenhart enters
many things, among them his stoic the picture. Wendy’s selected him
chemistry teaching, coaching in to model in its ad campaigns as
various sports he has never played, Thomas’s more attractive doppeland long yarns about explosives. ganger.
But it is less widely known that
“Absolutely. Chaz was much
Busenhart once participated in prettier than Dave Thomas,” a
a Wendy’s ad campaign, posing second anonymous source said
as Dave Thomas, the restaurant when asked about the selection of
chain’s founder.
Busenhart.
Busenhart declined to comBusenhart successfully posed

S

etters were sent out last
week to students in Kevin
Moore’s Panish III class notifying them that they will no longer
receive 1818 credit for Spanish
this semester. Instead, they will
be recieving credit for French.
Six hours of French credit will be
issued, compared to the Spanish
credit, which would have only been
for three hours.
The change comes after an administrator for the 1-8-1-8 program
sat in on Moore’s class last week.
“Sitting in the class, I was sort
of lost, it seemed foreign,”said Betty
Lou.“But then I realized that it was
because it was all French.”
A final decision was made
last week about the credit after
the students were given a French
exam, and the class average was
a whopping 20% better than the

recent 3rd quarter Panish exam.
“That exam was so easy, I
finished in about 10 minutes,”
said super-student Jack Howe, also
known as Jimmy.
Students in the class feel that
the right decision was made, and if
anything, it came about six months
too late.
“Calling that a Spanish class,
or excuse me, a Panish class was
just a faux,” said another student,
oddly-enough named Jimmy, using
one of the many French words he
has learned this school year.
Moore is excited about the
change, citing all the new technology he can use.
“I can’t wait to use the touchme phones, and explore PowerHouse,”said Moore.“The internets
is great. Bob Dole!!!!!”
Students in the class must have
a Spacebook account and need a
binky in class everyday.

Freshmen realize wearing
black socks isn’t cool

B

ecause of the recent hockey
craze infecting the student
body, the administration decided
to relocate the basketball team
again, back to the Commons, in
order to convert the Danis Fieldhouse into a hockey rink.
After clearing the cobwebs
from the stands, construction crews
will attempt to “trash”them by furiously stomping on them and spilling food and drinks all over them
to give a “hockey feel.” Wehner is
also calling for the erection of glass,
boards, nets and a state-of-the-art
refrigeration unit to cool the rink
for a reported $2.2 million bill. A
foul odor will be introduced to the
complex at the completion of rink.
Funding for the project will
largely be based off of sales from
SLUH hockey hoodies, t-shirts,
and blankets, which have sold
enormously well over the past three
years. Hockey players will also sell
advertising on their jerseys along
with throwing playoff games for
money for bets on Prep News playoff

by Parah Sailin
the republican daily

as Wendy’s poster boy for two years,
trading chemistry in the classroom
for chemistry in the kitchen.
However, about 20 months into
his stint, Busenhart’s relationship
with Wendy’s management began
to sour.
“He … he just knew too much
about homemade explosives,”
explained the first source. “His
extensive knowledge of chemical
weaponry frightened us.”
“He was more interested in
burners than burgers,” said the
second source.
Wendy’s management first had
a conversation about Busenhart’s
incredible wealth of knowledge
after one particularly detailed
explanation of how to construct a
carbon dioxide bomb.
Busenhart defended himself
by saying that he was merely
teaching and correcting a lack of
knowledge about such things.
“I only told them how it could
be done,” insisted Busenhart. “I did
not intend for them to actually
construct any explosive devices. In
fact, I informed them of the exact
legal consequences and several
authoritative agencies which frown
on things like explosives.”

T

he enigma of freshman footwear at St. Louis U. High is an
often ridiculed and misunderstood
process, but as SLUH enters the
fourth quarter of its school year
many SLUH first-years are coming to an alarming conclusion: the
black crew socks they once wore
with pride and misguided swagger
are no longer cool.
Generally worn with topsiders, Birkenstocks, or Nike air
maxes outside of school, the black
sock represents much of the ethos
of freshman culture. But as students
grow in their social understanding
and general fashion sense, that
symbol of an innocent desire to
be cool erodes, leaving students
questioning not only which socks
to wear but also their identity as a
Catholic high school student.
“At the football games in the
fall, all the cool kids were wearing
black socks, so I figured I should
try it,”said one random freshman as
he waited for his Mom to pick him
up from school. “And sure enough,
I got like two and a half numbers,
so clearly they work. But now that
they’re not cool, I just don’t know
what to do. I can’t even wear grey
sweatpants as it gets warmer.”
Generally, that sentiment is
accurate early in the year, when
freshman girls are less aware of the
general hideousness of the socks.
But as that becomes more clear,
the popularity of the footwear
decreases greatly.
“I hate black socks. I mean like
yeah, I liked them at the beginning
of the year, but I’m so over that
now,” said one generic Catholic
school girl.
The Prep News interviewed
design teacher John Mueller about
the aesthetic value of the socks.
However, after an incident
some months later in which
Busenhart detailed how propane
could be put under high pressure
to explode and destroy an entire
Wendy’s kitchen, he was asked to
leave.
“We felt that Mr. Busenhart
showed too strong a knowledge
of and too great a fascination for
some chemical processes and that

“Eeeeeeek,” said Mueller.
“Most of the time they don’t even
match the shoes. It’s an epidemic.”
Not only are the socks an offense to general fashion sense, they
also are a burden on the wallets
of the freshman parents forced to
buy the socks for their children
too young to get a job. With a
general retail value of around $15
for three pairs of Nike socks, the
most popular brand, the black-sock
business is one of the few companies that hasn’t suffered during the
economic hard times. One junior
doesn’t understand the popularity.
“You can buy a good pair of
argyle socks at Target for a couple
bucks. I just don’t get it. The audacity,” said junior Nathan Rubbelke.
However, the lack of financial
sense is not a problem solved over
time. Many upperclassmen wear
white Nike socks, which while
much more pleasing to the eye
than their black counterpart, offer
no financial restitution.
While the maturation of
footwear is a good thing for much
of the SLUH student body, not
everyone gets the memo.
“What do you mean black
socks aren’t cool? I rock those like
errday,” said one SLUH senior
who had to go to Lacrosse practice
before any further questions could
be asked.
But despite the occasional outlier, in general the SLUH student
realizes the generally atrocity of
the black sock. According to data
collected by the Prep News, only
11% of SLUH seniors wear black
socks with shorts more than once
a week, compared to the 113% of
freshman who do.
Mark this one down as a
victory in the “Open to Growth”
category.
he ought not to work for us anymore,” said the first source.
“It was, uh, it was just egregious,” said Busenhart. “I only ever
taught ignorant people about how
stuff works.”
However, the Wendy’s incident helped Busenhart clarify his
calling in life—teaching.
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First ever Mission: Appalachia a success
(from 1)

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRENDAN BALDRIDGE

never travel further than a county over—80
percent.”
Every night, the Barren Springs team
would come together to interact with the
local community.
“It was just a really tight-knit community
that helped each other out,” said Buettner,
mentioning that the closeness differed from
a large city like St. Louis.
At the other site in Grundy, the Mission: Appalachia team assisted two elderly
residents. One resident was a man whose
house had burned down. He was living in
a beat up trailer that the students helped fix
up. While in Grundy, students replaced the
ceiling, reinforced the roof, built a deck, and
fixed the floor in the trailer.
“The first day we got there, the floor of
the trailer was all ruined. One of the kids
stomped on the floor and there was a hole,”
said campus ministry director John Lan Tran,
S.J. “Basically, what we did was make the
trailer inhabitable for him.”
The other resident the group helped was
living in a house that needed new siding.
“(The house) wasn’t even, so it had to
be done piece by piece, and it took them the

The SLUH students at the Barren Springs site with students from St. Joseph’s Academy, as well as local Barren
Springs students.

entire week,” said Bieber.
As the Mission: Appalachia group was
rebuilding the trailer and replacing the siding
on the house, members also interacted with
the residents they were helping.
“(Grundy is) a small town. It has a lot
of characteristics that are unlike St. Louis
City. Both have people that are very poor,
but where we were, it was not segregated.
In the same strip, there were some very
nice houses and some very poor houses,”

Band students receive
superior ratings at Districts
by Harold
reporter

S

News

April 1, 2011

Wayne

t. Louis U. High band students, along
with other students from the district,
competed in the District Solo/Ensemble
Festival at Florissant Community College
on March 5 to show off their skills at playing their respective instruments. Of those
who competed, cellist Alex Groesch, malletist Pieter Derdeyn, pianists senior Logan
Hayward, junior Tim Eidman, and freshman
Sam Krausz, and clarinetists freshmen
Anthony Mueller and Gabe Newsham all
received the 1st superior ranking. Junior
Nick Lampe was the only SLUH student
who participated in the event to receive the
1st superior ranking for two instruments:
the piano and clarinet.
“We had a nice number of students who
received the superior ranking this year. I'm
proud of them,” said band teacher Bryan
Mueller.
The competition is a yearly event hosted
by the Missouri State High School Activities
Association (MSHSAA) for all Missouri

high school students who wish to participate.
Students who receive the ranking of 1st
superior are eligible to compete at the State
competition, which will be held on April 30
at the University of Missouri-Columbia. The
competition features hundreds of students
from all over the state, and is held over three
days at various locations that depend on the
student’s school district.
Students are encouraged to select pieces
that are more challenging to showcase their
skills. These pieces usually take weeks of
practice to perfect and are usually not used
due to their complexity and the amount of
time needed for them to be mastered.
“I practiced every night for about an
hour or two, and I played a piece by Johannes
Brahms, which I was actually using for
another event,” said Krausz, a seven-time
competitor at Districts and a five-time State
competitor. After not qualifying in the past
two years, he said he was “motivated” and
“determined” to make it to the State competition.

SLUH Students Venture to China
PHOTO COURTESY OF DENNY STINEHART

Senior Denny Stinehart and junior Matt Cooley stand on top of the city wall
around Nanjing, China. Stinehart and Cooley traveled to Nanjing for two weeks
over Spring Break through an exchange with Nanjing Foreign Language School
(NFLS), which also sends four of its students to SLUH for the second semester.
Stinehart and Cooley, who both study Chinese at SLUH, attended a speciallytailored individual class at NFLS and also toured scenic and historical sites in
Nanjing. They each stayed with the family of an NFLS student, and NFLS seniors
accompanied them in class and guided their tours.

said Tran. “Economically, it’s a depressed
region.”
One memorable experience the Grundy
team had was learning to square dance.
Going into the first SLUH trip to the
Appalachia region, many students had
certain expectations. First, many wondered
how Mission: Appalachia would compare
to the Mission: Mexico of past years, which
the trip replaced because of increased drug
cartel violence in Reynosa, Mexico.

“I went on Mission: Mexico and I was
kind of comparing it to Mission: Mexico
the entire time. To me, I would say they are
about equal. Both were great,” said senior
Dylan Gardner, who went to Grundy.
“They are so different. The reasons they
are in poverty are so different. The work was
different. In Mexico, we were building from
the ground up, while in the Appalachia, it
was a lot of patchwork,” said Bieber. “But
in both situations, you are changing people’s
lives.”
Bieber mentioned that one of campus
ministry’s long term goal is to have multiple
service trips, so that SLUH would be able
to go to both Mexico and the Appalachia
region.
The Campus Ministry department hopes
to go back to the Appalachia region next year.
While they would make some changes, like
using more vans instead of buses, the trip
was considered a success.
“After surveying the kids, all of them
said they’d go back in a heartbeat,” said
Bieber.

Six Russian exchange
students visit SLUH
PHOTO COURTESY OF AUSTIN WINN

The students from St. Petersburg with their SLUH hosts at a farewell dinner.

by Zach
staff

S

Rauschenbach

ix high school students, an English
teacher, and the principal from Gymnazia 209 in St. Petersburg, Russia, arrived
in St. Louis on Sunday, March 20 for the
exchange program with St. Louis U. High.
The students toured SLUH’s campus,
sampled classes, visited local attractions,
and even enjoyed a couple days in Chicago.
The group arrived in Chicago on March
17 and toured the city, led by SLUH Russian
teacher Rob Chura. They watched a game
at the United Center, home of the Chicago
Bulls.
“Our trip to Chicago and the NBA
game was the highlight of my trip here,”
said student Nikita Pashkov.
“I have never seen so many skyscrapers
in my life,” said student Daria Mints.
After their time in Chicago, the students
took the Amtrak train to St. Louis late Sunday
night.
During their time in St. Louis, the
students attended daily classes at SLUH,
though the SLUH student body was on spring
break for most of this time. The students’
hosts took them to SLUH in the mornings
for English language classes from Chura, as
well as some history and ceramics classes.
The exchange students would arrive
around 10 a.m., and they would attend class
until approximately 1 p.m., when the students
would go on excursions around St. Louis to

view the city. They visited the Arch, the St.
Louis Zoo, the Missouri History Museum,
and the St. Louis Science Center. They did
not attend classes on Wednesday, as they
took a day-trip to Hannibal to visit the Mark
Twain Museum.
Around 5 p.m. each day, the students
were picked up by their hosts and taken
back to their houses. However, most nights
involved group hangouts in which the host
SLUH students and the visiting Russian
students would come together. Some of the
activities included a group trip to a local
bowling alley, a St. Louis Blues hockey
game, and shopping outings at the Galleria
and at the St. Louis Mills mall.
During the final two days of their trip,
the students once again attended school,
but this time they had the chance to interact
with the SLUH student body. The Russians
went along with their typical day, but during
Russian classes, the SLUH Russian students
were led by the visitors in group activities
such as performing skits which the Russians
helped direct.
The exchange students experienced
many differences in their typical school day
during their time at SLUH.
“The first big difference is it’s an all
boys school, but it is also much bigger than
ours,” said Karina Hristova.
The students experienced some culture
shock adjusting to a SLUH student’s schedcontinued on page 11
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Volume LXXV Platform
As the student-run newspaper of St.
Louis University High School, the Prep
News is a weekly publication that strives to
inform the SLUH community about events
and people, with its focus on those pertaining
to the school, primarily through the written
word.
The Prep News is neither the voice of
the administration nor the students. Rather,
the newspaper serves to gather and distribute
information for the entire school. The Prep
News editors and staff members make every
effort to be objective in their news coverage
and editing.
The members of the editorial staff
are co-workers and share equally the duties of writing, copy-editing, layout, and
staff management. All of the editors share
responsibility and leadership of the paper.
The editors are supported by a core staff
of regular reporters, who are frequently
underclassmen.
It is the role of the editors to seek out
and facilitate the reporting of all significant
news at SLUH. While any faculty member
or student is welcome to submit suggestions
for potential articles, the Prep News is never
obligated to publish any article idea; the editors reserve the right to deem any potential

article un-newsworthy and retain it from
publication for this or any other reason.
Our primary emphasis as editors of the
Prep News is upon clear and accurate writing
and careful editing. But we do attempt to
include some visual expression—photography, drawing, technical aids, etc.—in every
issue. Despite our desire to make the paper
visually appealing, we commit ourselves not
to allow form to supersede substance.
The Prep News strongly encourages
underclassman involvement, and our office
on the second floor of the Jesuit Wing, room
J220, is always open for involvement, criticism, praise, or suggestions. Without student
reaction and feedback, the Prep News could
not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will
try to correct any significant error in the
following issue.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole
responsibility for the text of news and sports
articles, features, and editorials. We encourage faculty or students who take issue with
the manner in which the news was reported
or find an error to bring it to the attention of
the editors, not the individual reporters.
This is the platform of the editors of
Volume LXXV of the Prep News.

Volume LXXV
Editorial Policy
The Volume LXXV Prep News editorial policy serves the purpose of being the
vehicle of the personal opinion, whether
from students, faculty, or others wishing to
voice an opinion. All topics discussed in the
section will be related to St. Louis University
High School.
Nothing published either as an editorial
or as a letter to an editor should be considered
the opinion of the school, the administration,
or anyone other than its author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is the opinion
of all five editors on a particular topic. In
their writing, the editors will make a strong
attempt to express their views in a clear and
accurate fashion.
A commentary or column is defined as
an opinion of one member of the Prep News
staff, not of the Prep News itself.
Every member of the SLUH community
is welcomed and encouraged to submit a letter to the editors. Every letter received by the

editors will be read and given consideration.
All letters must be signed, but the author’s
name may be withheld from publication by
request and at the discretion of the editors.
The Prep News editors reserve the right
to edit any submissions for publication in
order to meet grammatical standards, but
they will not skew the author’s original
intent. Also, the editors reserve the right to
withhold from publication any submission
if it is deemed vulgar, tasteless, or otherwise
inappropriate.
All authors wishing to have letters
published must submit them by 4:00 p.m.
the Wednesday before the letter is to be
published.
Letters can be given to any Prep News
editor or moderator. In addition, letters can
be mailed to the Prep News courtesy of St.
Louis University High School, 4970 Oakland, St. Louis, MO 63110, or e-mailed to
prepnews@sluh.org
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David Fleming, S.J., ’52,
Backer Award winner, dies
PHOTO COURTESY OF RAVETTA PHOTOGRAPHY

by Nick Fandos
editor in chief

A

mong Jesuits in St. Louis and across
the United States, few loomed larger
than David Fleming, S.J., SLUH class of
’52. Provincial of the Missouri Province,
acclaimed author, editor, spiritual director,
and professor, his experience and accolades
were astounding, and included the Backer
Award. After a two-year struggle with
pancreatic cancer, Fleming died Tuesday,
March 22 in Jesuit Hall at St. Louis University. He was 76.
Fleming’s career was long and varied.
At its peak, he served as the Provincial of
the Missouri Province, the top Jesuit for
much of the Midwest. But his roots were
in the halls of the Backer Memorial. After
graduating from St. Louis U. High in 1952,
he almost immediately joined the Jesuits and
was ordained a priest in 1965.
Fleming was appointed Provincial in
1979 after several years as a professor at St.
Louis University, where he helped found the
Institute of Religious Formation. In 1983,
he attended what was only the Society of
Jesus’s 33rd General Congregation in Rome,
a gathering tasked with naming the society’s
next superior general. He met with both the
outgoing Superior General Pedro Arruppe
and Pope John Paul II.
When his term as Provincial was completed in 1985, Fleming took a teaching
position at the prestigious Westin School of
Theology in Cambridge, Mass., before being
called back to St. Louis to take the editorship
of the international Review for the Religious
in 1988 and the Jesuit Bulletin in 1998.
While in St. Louis, Fleming served as
an adjunct professor at SLU, and was rector
of Jesuit studies there, overseeing the spiritual formation of future Missouri Province
Jesuits. From 2003 to 2008, Fleming served
as Assistant to the Missouri Provincial for
Formation. In addition, Fleming served as
tertian director––a spiritual director for
new Jesuits––for the Missouri and Japanese
provinces for many years. He retired from
the classroom in 2002, but edited the Review
and Bulletin until his death.
Fleming is perhaps best known as a
writer. Most notably, his translation of the
Spiritual Exercises in 1978 won international
acclaim, going through six printings. In his
lifetime, he wrote or edited 20 books on

David Fleming, S.J.

Ignatian spirituality and Christianity. In his
last years, Fleming was working on a book
on death and dying.
Fleming was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in January 2009. He underwent
surgery and several rounds of experimental
chemotherapy that prolonged his life considerably.
He was honored with the Backer
Award—SLUH’s highest alumni honor—
last March along with Robert Barnidge,
’58. Barnidge died of pancreatic cancer in
October 2010.
In an interview with the Prep News
last year after receiving the Backer Award,
Fleming talked about death and his faith in
God in the face of that uncertainty.
“Where do I find God? Well it’s true
I find God by praying, and I find God at
Eucharist in my Mass. But what Ignatius
shared with all of us through his own grace
was I find God in every aspect of my day,
because the whole notion is God works, and
I work alongside of God,” said Fleming.
“I don’t have dark thoughts about
(death). It doesn’t scare me. It’s not something that I am fearful of, strangely enough,”
Fleming said. “I have never been frightened
of this thought. People say, ‘Well you must
have great fear,’ and I thought,‘No, I don’t,
I don’t have any fear.’”
A funeral for Fleming was held last
Thursday at St. Francis Xavier College
Church. He is survived by two sisters, Marian
Shaughnessey and Jean Feldmeier.
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Around

BA SEBALL
ab r h
Jackson cf
200
Leubbert 2b 2 0 0
Elliot ss
200
Wildman 1b 1 0 0
Hall dh
200
Eisele c
200
Lindsey 3b
100
Okinboye lf 2 0 0
Hulsey rf
100
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
Totals

rbi
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

SLUH

ab r h rbi
Hernandez 2b 2 2 0 1
Klug ss
211 1
Floros 3b
110 0
Kuebel p
210 1
Knesel c
311 1
Pitts 1b
312 3
Hurston lf
110 1
Simon cf
200 0
Rund rf
210 1
Jaskowiak ph 1 0 0 0
Weber ph
100 0
Binz ph
100 1
Dorand ph
100 0
Hogan ph
101 0
King ph
000 0
Maas ph
010 0

15 0 0 0

23 10 5 10

McCluer North		
000 00—0
SLUH			
002 71—10
A declared mercy rule ended the game in
the bottom of the fifth.
E—Wildman. LOB—McCluer North 2,
SLUH 6. 2B—Pitts.
IP H R ER BB SO
McCluer North
Hunt L, 0-1
3 2-3 1 2 1
1 3
Ray		
1
2 7 7
5 1
Herd		
1-3 1 0 0
0 1
Jackson
1
1 1 1
2 1
SLUH
Kuebel W, 1-0 5
0 0 0
2 12
HBP—Rund by Hunt, Knesel by Herd,
Binz by Jackson. T—1:52. A—19.
Thursday, March 24

MAPLEWOOD SLUH

ab r h rbi
ab r h
Hagens ss 2 1 0 1 Hernandez2b 0 1 0
BoClair cf 1 0 0 0 Klug ss
1 1 0
Sapp 2b
3 0 2 0 Floros 3b
0 1 0
Biedenstein p2 0 0 0 Kuebel 1b 1 1 1
Kunce 1b 1 0 0 0 Knesel dh
2 1 0
Swelund lf 2 0 0 0 King lf
2 2 1
Martin c
2 0 0 0 Simon cf
3 0 2
Campanella c2 0 0 0 Maas rf
3 0 0
Maggitt rf 2 0 1 0 Reda c
1 0 0
		
Jaskowiak ph 3 0 0
		
Weber ph
0 0 0
		
Binz ph
2 1 1
		
Behr ph
1 0 0
		
Hogan ph
0 1 0
		
Fish ph
1 1 0
		
Lynas ph
2 1 1
Totals
17 1 3 1
22 11 6

rbi
0
0
0
2
0
2
2
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
7

MRH		
001 00—1
SLUH		
522 02—11
A declared mercy rule ended the game in
the bottom of the fifth.
E—Sapp, Maggitt, Hagens. LOB—
Maplewood 5, SLUH 10. 2B—Sapp,
Simon. 3B—Kuebel, Lynas.
		IP H R ER BB SO
Maplewood
Biedenstein L,0-1 2 2-3 2 7 6
6 0
Rasmussen
2 1-3 4 4 3
3 2
SLUH
Howard W, 1-0 1
1 0 0
2 3
Clark		
1
1 0 0
0 2
Fish		
1
1 1 1
1 2
Greiner		
1
0 0 0
0 1
Dorand		
1
0 0 0
1 1
HBP—King and Hogan by Rasmussen.
T—1:44. A—27.

L ACROSSE
Tuesday, March 15
Clayton
St. Louis U. High

the Fields: Spring

Saturday, March 19
St. Ignatius, San Francisco
St. Louis U. High

Monday, March 21

MCCLUER N.

Records
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1 2 3 2—8
1 3 2 3—9

First quarter—1, SLUH,
Reichenbach 1 (Leritz), 9:05. 2, Clayton, 8:43.
Second quarter—3, Clayton, 9: 33.
4, SLUH, Tlapek 1, 9:14. 5, SLUH, Leritz 1
(Schoessel), 3:35. 6, Clayton, 3:00. 7, SLUH,
Schoessel 1 (Reichenbach), 1:36.
Third quarter—8, SLUH, Place 1
(Reichenbach), 8:57. 9, SLUH, Kressig 1,
7:55. 10, Clayton, 5:41. 11, Clayton, 4:50.
12, Clayton, 3:23.
Fourth quarter—13, SLUH,
Reichenbach 2 (Reding), 10:13. 14, Clayton,
8: 35. 15, Clayton, 5: 30. 16, SLUH,
Schoessel 2 (Reding), 4:13. 17, SLUH, Leritz
2 (Place), 1:45.

1 5 5 2—13
0 2 0 1—3

First quarter—1, St. Ignatius, 0:38
Second quarter—2, St. Ignatius,
9:26. 3, St. Ignatius, 9:20. 4, St. Ignatius,
8:33. 5, St. Ignatius, 5:39. 6, St. Ignatius,
2:49. 7, SLUH, Place 2, 1:37. 8, SLUH,
Reichenbach 3, 0:48.
Third quarter—9, St. Ignatius, 10:23.
10, St. Ignatius, 8:46. 11, St. Ignatius, 6:59.
12, St. Ignatius, 5:45. 13, St. Ignatius, 1:46.
Fourth quarter—14, SLUH, Reding
1, 7:12. 15, St. Ignatius, 4:32. 16, St. Ignatius,
3:39.
Saturday, March 19
St. Ignatius, Chicago
St. Louis U. High

1 1 2 2—6
1 2 1 1—5

First quarter—1, Ignatius Chicago,
10:29. 2, SLUH, Reding 2 (Griffard), 4:55.
Second quarter—3, SLUH,
Schoessel 3, 10:00. 4, Ignatius Chicago, 7:44.
5, SLUH, Schoessel 4, 1:01.
Third quarter—6, SLUH, Kressig
2 (Reichenbach), 8:44. 7, Ignatius Chicago,
8:09. 8, Ignatius Chicago, 6:23.
Fourth quarter—9, Ignatius Chicago,
9: 30. 10, SLUH, Reding 3, 3:24. 11, Ignatius
Chicago, 1:07.
Sunday, March 20
Tampa Bay
St. Louis U. High

5 5 1 0—11
0 1 1 3—5

First quarter—1, Tampa Bay, 10:29.
2, Tampa Bay, 9:37. 3, Tampa Bay, 6:46. 4,
Tampa Bay, 2:09. 5, Tampa Bay, 1:22.
Second quarter—6, SLUH, Hoffman
1, 6:43. 7, Tampa Bay, 6:27. 8, Tampa Bay,
6:24. 9, Tampa Bay, 4: 32. 10, Tampa Bay,
2:21. 11, Tampa Bay, 0:01.
Third quarter—12, SLUH,
Reichenbach 4 (Mayfield) 9, 9:07.  13, Tampa
Bay, 7:39.
Fourth quarter—14, SLUH, Mayfield
1, 8:45. 15, SLUH, McHenry 1 (Andrew
Schoessel), 7:41. 16, SLUH, Kusky 1
(McHenry), 7:00.
Friday, March 25
Penbroke Hills
St. Louis U. High

0 0 2 1—3
3 1 2 3—9

First quarter—1, SLUH,
Reichenbach 5, 4:42. 2, SLUH, Leritz
3 (Schoessel), 2:14. 3, SLUH, Place 3
(Griffard), 2:07.
Second quarter—4, SLUH, Place 4
(Schoessel), 6:04.
Third quarter—5, Penbroke Hills,
10:03. 6, SLUH, Griffard 1 (Reding), 8:04.
7, SLUH, Thomas Place 5 (Reding), 0:41. 8,
Penbroke Hills, 0:34.
Fourth quarter—9, SLUH, Place 6
(Reding), 10:55. 10, SLUH, Reding 4 (Place),
10:46. 11, SLUH, Reichenbach 6 (Kusky),
7:23. 12, Penbroke Hills, 4:39.

VOLLEYBALL
Tuesday, March 20
SLUH def. Mehlville 26-24, 25-13

TRACK AND FIELD
Gateway Invitational Meet
Saturday, March 26
Boys high jump—1, Austin Coan,
junior, DeSmet, 5-08. 2, Tommy Brown,
junior, DeSmet, 5-06. 3, Justin Smith,
sophomore, Zumwalt South, 5-04. 5, Luke
Hagerty, junior, SLUH, 5-04.
Boys pole vault—1, Kyle Hagan,
junior, Festus, 12-00. 2, Conner Williams,
freshman, Windsor, 11-06. 3, Kyle Byrd,
senior, Howell Central, 11-06. 6, Daniel
Appelbaum, junior, SLUH, 10-06. 12, Austin
Smith, sophomore, SLUH, 9-00.
Boys long jump—1, David Braun,
junior, Windsor, 19-03.25. 2, Paul Steward,
junior, Howell,18-07.50. 3, Tim Pickel, junior,
DeSmet, 18-06. 7, D.J. DeVivo, sophomore,
SLUH, 18-01. 13, Alex Greubel, sophomore,
SLUH 15-09.
Boys triple jump—1, Jarred
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Jefferson, sophomore, Howell Central, 40-03.
2, Justin LaBelle, junior, DeSmet, 38-04.50.
3, David Braun, junior, Windsor, 38-04. 6,
Brendan Clark, sophomore, SLUH, 37-00.
Boys discus throw—1, Josh
McDonald, freshman, Timberland, 150-10.
2, Jason Walker, junior, Festus, 137-07. 3,
Tim Shores, senior, Herculaneum, 132-09. 4,
Alex Cross, senior, SLUH, 131-11. 6, Gerard
Gayou, junior, SLUH, 120-05.
Boys shot put—1, Alex Cross,
senior, SLUH, 47-01. 2, Marcus Daily, senior,
Maplewood, 46-06. 3, Mike Horton-Loftin,
junior, Ladue, 46-03. 16, Jerry Rodgers, junior,
SLUH, 36-06.
Boys 4x800 meter relay—1,
Oakville, 8:21.57. 2, Westminster Christian
Academy, 8:27.53. 3, Howell, 8:43.93. 5,
SLUH, 8:47.25.
Boys 110-meter hurdles—1, Brendan
Campbell, sophomore, Windsor, 17.23. 2,
Dan Williams, junior, SLUH, 18.13. 3, Daniel
Hoefel, senior, SLUH, 18.43.
Boys 100-meter dash—1, Trent
Robinson, senior, Zumwalt South, 11.62. 2,
Bobby Norful, senior, Maplewood, 11.70. 3,
Jamal Robinson, sophomore, CBC, 11.71. 10,
Alex Hallquist, freshman, SLUH, 12.67. 11,
Tim Gallagher, junior, SLUH, 13.04.
Boys 4x200 meter relay—1,
Zumwalt South, 1:34.03. 2, Windsor, 1:34.78.
3, Ladue, 1:35.70. 8, SLUH, 1:39.16.
Boys 1600-meter run—1, Daniel
Everett, senior, Westminster, 4:34.01. 2, David
Everett, senior, Westminster, 4:36.01. 3, Josh
McKinley, junior, Howell Central, 4:38.11. 5,
John Esswein, freshman, SLUH, 4:41.23. 6,
Joe Meier, senior, SLUH, 4:43.56.
Boys 4x100 meter relay—1,
Zumwalt South, 44.68. 2, CBC, 44.71. 3,
Maplewood, 44.82. 7, SLUH, 48.70.
Boys 400-meter dash—1, Marcus
Taylor, senior, Maplewood, 51.57. 2, Ellis
Maise, junior, Timberland, 52.21. 3, Devon
Mitchell, junior, Timberland, 52.69. 11, Alex
Groesch, sophomore, SLUH, 57.37. 14, Joshua
Zink-Duda, junior, SLUH, 57.70.
Boys 300-meter hurdles—1, Brendan
Campbell, sophomore, Windsor, 42.72. 2,
Ian Powers, junior, Howell, 43.07. 3, Justin
Regot, freshman, Zumwalt South, 43.07. 4,
Dan Williams, junior, SLUH, 44.15. 5, Matt
McCarthy, junior, SLUH, 45.05.
Boys 800-meter run—1, Zach
Taylor, senior, Howell Central, 2:03.75. 2, Dan
Raterman, senior, SLUH, 2:05.34. 3, Dominic
Kacich, senior, CBC, 2:05.75. 16, David
Arredondo, sophomore, SLUH, 2:16.08.
Boys 200-meter dash—1, Jamal
Robinson, sophomore, CBC, 23.56. 2, Chase
Abbington, freshman, Zumwalt South, 23.82.
3, Dylan Graves, junior, Windsor, 23.93. 7,
Alex Hallquist, freshman, SLUH, 26.26. 8,
Tim Gallagher, junior, SLUH, 26.46.
Boys 2000-meter steeplechase—1,
Adam Boehm, senior, SLUH, 7:06.03. 2, Kyle
Jacoby, senior, SLUH, 7:11.37. 3, Ian Powers,
junior, Howell, 7:12.75.
Boys 3200-meter run—1, Drew
White, junior, Festus, 9:52.15. 2, Nathan
Rubbelke, junior, 10:23.97. 3, Joe Esswein,
junior, SLUH, 10:27.79. 6, Michael
McLaughlin, junior, SLUH, 10:49.78.
Boys 4x400 meter relay—1, SLUH,
3:46.68. 2, Zumwalt South, 3:57.22. 3, Howell
Central, 3:59.63.
Team scoring—1, SLUH, 123. 2,
Windsor, 89. 3, Zumwalt South, 82.50.

ULTIMATE
Sunday, March 13
SLUH 		
8 7—15
Marquette
5 2—7
First Half
SLUH—Mueth from Thornberry
Marquette—touchdown
SLUH—Millar from Mueth
SLUH—Lux from Thornberry
SLUH—McHugh from Mueth
SLUH—Lux from Thornberry
SLUH—Millar from Anderson

Marquette—touchdown
Marquette—touchdown
Marquette—touchdown
Marquette—touchdown
SLUH—Anderson from McHugh
SLUH—Umana from Thornberry
Second Half
SLUH—Backer from Millar
SLUH—Anderson from Dodd
SLUH—Umana from Mueth
Marquette—touchdown
SLUH—Thornberry from Backer
Marquette—touchdown
SLUH—Millar from Anderson
SLUH—Lux from Thornberry
SLUH—Lux Callahan
Sunday, March 20
SLUH 		
4 7—11
Howell Central 8 2—10

RUGBY
Tin Can Tournament
Saturday, March 12
Quarterfinal: Kirkwood 0, SLUH 0
(Kirkwood wins in PKs)
Consolation Semifinal: SLUH 17, Priory 3
Consolation Final: Jefferson City 8,
SLUH 0
Thursday, March 17
SLUH 39, Marquette 0
Marquette
0 0—0
SLUH
24 15—39
First Half
SLUH— Schwetz penalty kick
SLUH—Hermann try (Schwetz
kick)
SLUH—Ludwig try (Schwetz
kick)
SLUH—Bentz try (Schwetz
kick)
Second Half
SLUH—Bentz try (Schwetz
kick)
SLUH— Schwetz penalty kick
SLUH—Mayer try (Schwetz
kick)

INLINE
Friday, March 11

SLUH
FZW

1
1
1

2
1
1

OT
1
0

Final
3
2

Goals: 		
SLUH—Niebruegge, Potter, Sansone
FZW—Dalton, Faulkner
Goaltending:
SLUH—Ragland, 26 saves (.929)
FZW—Atkins, 27 saves (.900)
		
Wednesday, March 16

SLUH
St. Mary’s

1
3
0

2
4
2

Final
7
2

Goals: 		
SLUH—Potter (4), Niebruegge, Sansone,
Lulow
St. Mary’s—Rearden, Jarvis
Goaltending:
SLUH—Ragland, 17 saves (.895)
St. Mary’s—Schindler, 23 saves (.767)
Saturday, March 26

SLUH
FZN

1
2
3

2
1
4

Final
3
7

Goals:
SLUH—Niebruegge, Meehan, Luongo
FZN—Miller, Crowder (3), Miller,
Heering, Roth
Goaltending:
SLUH—Ragland, 23 saves (.767)
FZN—Sneed, 17 saves (.850)
—Jack Witthaus, Donnie Land, John Sachs,
Evan Becton, Jimmy Griffard, Mike Lumetta,
and Matt Geisman contributed reporting.

News
Tuition increased 9% for next year
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(from 1)
“We want to do our best to be able to
compensate our faculty and at the same
time do our financial aid. Those two human
elements are what make this place so great.
We wanted to do a little more this year,
recognizing (faculty and staff’s) hard work.”
While unable to give exact figures,
Laughlin said that operating costs will be
close to 85 percent of the budget, compared
to the 80 percent of last year. Operating costs
include everything from facilities to faculty
and staff payroll.
While SLUH’s tuition may appear
higher than that of other area private schools,
the tuition is typically the only substantial
cost outside of books, whereas at other
schools additional costs like technology fees
can add to a student’s expenses.
Laughlin noted that as the economy
suffered losses over the last few years, so
did SLUH’s endowment. Laughlin said,

“We cut costs. But we didn’t want those
cuts to impact programming.” He noted
that that unwillingness to sacrifice quality
in a declining economy also could have an
impact on tuition raises.
Both Laughlin and Leary said that the
goal eventually is for the school to reach a
fiscal state where it has the freedom to continue to increase the financial aid package
without increasing tuition too substantially.
However, they acknowledged that the school
is not to a point where that is a feasible
financial option, a reality borne out in the
increase.
“I think that balance is very much in our
minds’ eye as we look not just at one fiscal
year but as we look to the near horizon of the
school, because that is without a doubt the
question,” said Laughlin. “Trying to strike
that balance between how do we operate
the school responsibly and do our best to
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maintain cost and tuition,
and how do we make sure we have enough
financial aid affordable is certainly the conversation of our board when we look at five
to ten year models.”
Bill Thomas, father of junior Ben,
said that while the increase is certainly not
something a parent looks forward to, the
ever-increasing rise of financial aid was an
encouraging sign.
“We know that the actual tuition costs
don’t cover the full cost of tuition so they
have to find other sources of income to cover
that, so we do appreciate the fact that there’s
financial aid for families that need it and we
certainly will be looking into tapping into
some of that ourselves,” said Thomas.
Richard Banks, father of junior R.J., said
that he wasn’t surprised by the increased.
“I cannot say that I was surprised. I
know that the school, like every other entity,

Nerd Sports Conversation Cube

Compiled by Patrick Conor Fellin
O’Leary
Mock Trial

David Boll

Ralph Scozzafava

Logan Hayward

Scholar Bowl

Chess

Latin Dream Team

I’d describe my role
on the team as...

Not necessarily the person Dominant
to like smash my fist on
the table when I make a
stupid mistake

An injection of in your
face

The history buff

Logan Hayward

Kevin Buettner

John Sachs

Baseball

Soccer

Hockey

I’ll probably just isolate
myself from anyone
that’s smarter than me.

Cry in my room every
night

Depression medication

Highlight of SLUH The time when I got
seven of the other guys
nerd sport career
objections overruled
during my direct examination
F a v o r i t e o t h e r Luke Hellwig
SLUH nerd

Cry in the corner until
I gradually come to
terms with it by senior
year

Answering a question
about a P!nk song at a
Villa tournament

Getting a ten against
MICDS in mock trial in
state

Facing MICDS in mock
trial

Will Brennan and his
toupe

Luke Hellwig

Willie Kohler

The smartest person on the team, in
my opinion

Well, that’s me of course

The real sport I wish Football … there’s a lot
I played
of deception involved
How I’m going to
deal with not being
the smartest person
around at college

Aldermanic Candidate
visits SLUH Republicans
PHOTO BY PATRICK CONREY
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is experiencing increased costs of operating,
so I anticipated some sort of increase just
because of the rise of operating costs for
everybody,” said Banks.
But Banks went on to say that those
increasing costs are worth it for the education.
“It’s not that something you welcome
as the one writing the check. But you have
to keep your eye on the big picture, and the
big picture is that you guys are getting what
I believe to be the best education that you
can get in this area,” said Banks.
Thomas, who has an eigth-grader planning on attending SLUH next year, agreed.
“We know that if our boys can make
it into SLUH and want to go there, it’s a
priority for us to make it happen for them.
The education is well worth the price. But
again, it is going to be a tight budget for us
to try and meet that cost,” said Thomas.

Spring Fling
postponed
(from 8)

be able to play in May and hopes to pick up
a couple of other bands such as Polaris and
Wheelhouse Implosion for the event.
NHS will also be serving food. They are
planning to serve hot dogs and hamburgers
as in years past.
Nahlik also mentioned that STUCO has
already sold t-shirts throughout the past week
during lunch periods. The t-shirt is royal
blue and features the words “SLUH Spring
Fling” on the front with overlapping letters.
Finally, Nahlik said that there is one
benefit to the delay.
“This will give us more time to make
it more fun,” said Nahlik.
He mentioned that the new date of May
7 will make Spring Fling a “good end of year
party.”

A Look Back in
STUCO History
1984: A Controversial Amendment Dies
by Dave Frattini
A controversial amendment to Student Council’s constitution that would have allowed
juniors to run for executive positions, including student body president, was voted
down. The General Assembly voted 38-24 in favor of amending the constitution,
but the plurality fell short of the necessary two-thirds majority.
Interestingly, the junior members of the Assembly unanimously voted against
the amendment. This was likely because the juniors believed that the sophomores
did not know the juniors well enough to elect good leaders, turning the election into
a popularity contest.
In the same General Assembly meeting, the superfluous position of Communications Commissioner was eliminated.
“It’s good to assess every year and be able to adapt to the changes which occur
in the governing of a student body,” Father Phil Steele commented.
—compiled by Conor Gearin

Russian students visit SLUH

Jesse Irwin, Republican candidate for Alderman in St. Louis’s 10th Ward, speaks
in room 215c Tuesday after school. Irwin spoke to a small group of students organized in an event organized by the SLUH Republicans Club. Irwin is the only
Republican running for the Board of Alderman in the City.

(from 8)
ule, as a typical SLUH day begins at 7:50
a.m. but the students usually begin school
in St. Petersburg around 9 a.m.
Gymnazia 209 is a protected historic
building in addition to being the students’
school. Founded by Tsar Paul I, the school
served as a hospital during the Siege of Leningrad in World War II. Students attend six
classes a day, with short breaks in between.
However, their school is also in session on
Saturdays.
The visitors departed St. Louis early

Wednesday morning and headed back to St.
Petersburg.
Overall, their time in the United States
was very enjoyable.
“We have never been to the United States
before, and it’s a completely new experience,
and everything was extremely interesting
for us because it was completely new and
completely different,” said Hristova. “I really
enjoyed my stay here. Everyone is really
much nicer. They were really hospitable and
nice and everything was just perfect.”
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Los Tontos

Two local exhibitions display student artwork
(from 2)
“I thought that I was going to get maybe honorable mention, but not in the top three,” he said. “I thought that there
were a couple of other pieces that were better than mine
that should have gotten higher, but I’m not complaining.”
Whealon said that the juror, Victor Bassman, recognized
the skill that went into the small piece.
“(He) was really careful about doing the judging and
looking at each piece and taking each piece for the individual
qualities,” she said.
The second art show SLUH students have entered is
organized by the St. Louis Artists’ Guild and is titled Young
Artists’ Showcase, a show which includes artwork from high
schools within a 150-mile radius of the Artists’ Guild. The
show begins next Friday.
The yearly exhibition prohibited SLUH from submitting

Speech wins CISL

(from 2)
consistently neck and neck with Cor Jesu,” and that St.
Joseph’s had experienced a “revival” this year, making it a
more competitive opponent.
That said, SLUH consistently has done quite well in
the conference, coming home with several first place spots
in the past ten years.
Several students gave credit for their consistently
powerful team to Whitaker.
Edwards said, “Mrs. Whitaker helps us tremendously,”
providing opportunities for practice and preparation.
Edwards and Probst also gave credit for their success
to the theater background many team members have.
The team also is looking to the future.
Whitaker said, “We’re looking forward to adding a few
more members next year and getting to work.” There are
plans for a speech banquet in May.

more than ten pieces of artwork. Art teacher Joan Bugnitz
decided what to her seemed the best ten from throughout
this year. After submission, six of the ten were chosen to
be in the show. Seniors Ray Foronda, Hager, and Michael
Rose and juniors Tim Hof, Nick Bruenig, and Michael
McLaughlin were the six to have their pieces chosen.
Foronda’s piece was an etching, Hager’s a watercolor
and Rose’s a four-color reduction lino-cut. Hof’s work was
a pastel, Bruenig’s a ceramic teapot and McLaughlin’s a
charcoal drawing.
“I think (the ten works selected) were all strong (pieces),
but it always depends on the show they are putting together,”
Bugnitz said of only six of the ten making the show.
The show’s opening ceremony will be April 8, from 6
to 8 p.m.

Refs select SLUH for
Sportsmanship Award
Athetic Director Dick Wehner was notified last
Friday that the St. Louis U. High basketball
program was granted the Sportsmanship Award
by the IAABO’s St. Louis chapter. The football
program won the same award in the fall. See
full story next week.

Underclassmen sports updates from over
Spring Break and this week can be found at
www.sluh.org/prepnews/sports/underclassman
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Today

Junior Kairos
AP 		
Sophomore Class Mass
		
Snack—Garlic Cheese Bread
4:15pm C Baseball vs. DeSmet
4:30pm Lacrosse @ Eureka
B Baseball vs. Mehlville
6pm
JV Lacrosse @ Eureka
7pm		
Baseball vs. Creighton Prep
		
Inline vs. DeSmet
7:30pm Sophomore Dance
Lunch Special—Catfish Nuggets
		Healthy—Meatless Pasta

Schedule R

Saturday, April 2
9am
		
1pm		

Class of 2015 Placement Testing
C Lacrosse vs. DeSmet
C Lacrosse vs. Rockhurst

Sunday, April 3

Service Learning Retreat
5pm		
Talent Show

Monday, April 4

Schedule R

Tuesday, April 5

Early Dismissal

Service Learning Retreat
AP		
Sr. Class Meeting
		Snack—Mini Tacos
4pm		
JV Water Polo vs. Parkway West
		
JV Volleyball vs. Parkway West
		
V/JV Tennis @ MICDS
4:30pm Baseball vs. Parkway West
		
B Baseball vs. Parkway West
5pm
Water Polo vs. Parkway West
9:30pm Inline vs. Lindbergh
Lunch Special—Lil Charlie’s Pizza
		Healthy—Baked Mostaciolli

Parent-Teacher Conferences (by appointment only)
4pm
B/C Track @ Northwest Relays
4:30pm C Lacrosse vs. Lafayette
5:45pm C Baseball vs. Parkway Central
6:30pm JV Lacrosse vs. Vianney
8pm
Lacrosse vs. Vianney
Lunch Special—Crispitos
		Healthy—Turkey Divan

Printed with permission of the
National Weather Service.
St. Louis, MO Weather
Service Office
Phone: 636-441-8467
Compiled by Conor Gearin

Wednesday, April 6

Late Start

Thursday, April 7

Schedule R

Friday, April 8

Schedule R

8am		
Mothers Club Lenten Adoration
3:30pm V/JV Golf vs. Chaminade
4pm		
V/JV Tennis vs. Chaminade
		
JV Water Polo vs. Parkway North
4:15pm C Baseball vs. Collinsville
5pm
Water Polo vs. Parkway North
		
JV Volleyball @ DeSmet
6pm
Volleyball @ DeSmet
Lunch Special—Chicken Nuggets
		Healthy—Chicken Parmesan

AP		
College Rep: SIU-Edwardsville (M112)
		Snack—Curly Fries
3:30pm Golf vs. Vianney
4pm		
Tennis vs. Vianney
4:30pm B Baseball @ Lindbergh
8:30pm C Inline vs. DeSmet
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
		Healthy—Roast Beef

AP		
Snack—Garlic Bread
		
Junior Class Mass
4pm
Tennis vs. DeSmet
		
JV Lacrosse @ MICDS
4:30pm Baseball vs. McCleur
		
B Baseball vs. Affton
5pm
JV Volleyball @ Vianney
5:30pm Lacrosse @ MICDS
6pm
Cashbah Preview
		Volleyball @ Vianney
7pm
Water Polo @ MICDS
Lunch Special—Shrimp Baskets
		
Healthy—Baked Hoki Krisp Fish
—Compiled by Jack Godar and Nathan Rubbelke

