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OF TECH SURVEY
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he Prep News published the
results of a survey asking
students what they thought about
current and future technology at
SLUH two weeks ago. This week,
I talked to a teacher from each
department, Dr. Moran, and Mr.
Linhares to get a sense of where
the faculty stands on the issue.
On the survey, one of the questions asked was, “I believe having
an iPad/e-reader would be helpful
in…” and students were asked to
circle all subjects that they thought
applied. While there were answers
that threw off the data because
all subjects were circled simply
because they wanted a device, the
results were still telling.
Fine arts had the lowest percentage of those endorsing usefulness at 21 percent.
According to art teacher John
Mueller, that number is appropriately low. He said that the visual arts
program is mainly drawing-based,
and the iPad is not a good drawing
tool.
“I think that you need to start
from scratch with drawing with
pencil and paper and understanding how to draw three-dimensional
things in a two-dimensional way,”
said Mueller. “There’s not nearly
the control on an iPad.”
Mueller added that he thought
having Photoshop on a computer
was much better than trying to do
the same things on an iPad.

BASEBALL KNOCKS
OFF CADETS IN
NINE, NOW 21-0

Juniors Alex Dodd and Matt Clark sign their names on their class banner. After signing the banner, the junior class was given their
rings in a special Mass Friday after school. The day concluded with the Junior Ring Dance, held at the Coronado Ballroom.
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The annual student art show opened Wednesday night with a reception in the J-wing. The fair will run through next week.

t was a battle of the thenunbeatens. CBC’s No. 1 hurler
David Schmidt—a senior fireballer whose fastball clocks in at
over 90 miles per hour—squared
off against St. Louis U. High’s
senior ace Sasha Kuebel on
Monday at Missouri Baptist in a
highly-anticipated contest.
“Heading in, we knew that
these are two college Division I
pitchers that are incredible,” junior
Andrew Pitts said. “We also knew
that one or two runs could win it.
There was a lot of hype surrounding
this matchup.”
Surprisingly, however, neither
ace would claim the victory in
SLUH’s (21-0, 6-0 MCC) nine
inning 5-3 thriller win over CBC
(16-5, 4-2 MCC).
In front of a sun-soaked crowd
of around 160 people, the starters
smoked through five scoreless
frames. Schmidt’s fastball stymied
SLUH hitters while SLUH plugged
away at CBC resistance on the
base paths with strong defense and
pitching.
“(Schmidt) was getting ahead
with his fastball,” Pitts said. “We’d
never seen anything like it and we
couldn’t catch up with it.”
When the sixth inning rolled
around, CBC made its first mistake
in the field, allowing junior L.J.
Hernandez to reach second on an
error. A walk and a wild pitch later,
continued on page 7
For coverage on Steve Nicollerat’s
500th win, please turn to page 6
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Eucharistic Congress comes to SLUH Drowning in college mail
J
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t. Louis U. High will host
part of the Archdiocese of St.
Louis’s Eucharistic Congress on
June 25. The Eucharistic Congress
will be held from June 24-26, but
the main day of festivities will be
held on the 25th.
“I think it’s a combination
of sacramental worship of the
Eucharist, some education and
some information about Eucharist,
and I think it’s an opportunity
for families to be together in the
sense of community spirit that is
the Church,” said president David
Laughlin.
St. Louis’s last Eucharistic

Congress was held 10 years ago
on the Arch grounds. This year’s
Congress will begin June 24 with
a Mass at the Cathedral Basilica,
celebrated by the Archbishop of
Omaha, George Lucas.
The next day the Congress
shifts to SLUH, where the crowd
can participate in various workshops and family-oriented activities such as making a prayer table
cloth. Most of the workshops will
be held in the Danis Field House
and in classrooms throughout the
main building. Blow-up bouncy
rides for children will also be set
up in the Field House. In addition,
participants will also be able to
listen to live music.
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About 3,000 people are expected to attend a Mass on the field
behind the turnaround celebrated
by the Archbishop of St. Louis,
Robert Carlson. For those who
need to escape the heat, the Mass
can also be observed from the mezzanine level of the Field House.
With the large number of
people expected to attend the
Congress, Director of Facilities
Joe Rankin has been talking to the
Science Center and Forest Park
Community College to coordinate
overflow parking. For those who
will park at locations further away
from campus, two vans will work
together to shuttle visitors to and
continued on page 2

by Conor Gearin
news editor

T

wo years ago, the editors of
the Prep News suggested that
I collect every piece of mail and
e-mail I receive from colleges and
write an article about it once I was
finished with the college search
process. The idea, I suppose, was
that by collecting all of this junk,
I would learn something about the
college admissions process. I was
quite unsure what I would learn or
what the goal of the project would
be, other than amassing a huge
store of glossy paper.
The first e-mail came on Jan.
24, 2009, from Unity College. Up

to this point, I had been worrying
that I wasn’t getting any mailings
and wouldn’t be useful for my big
assignment, so I was very thankful
for the e-mail. On Groundhog Day
2009, seven e-mails came in one
day. Between then and May 2011,
a relentless stream of e-mails has
assaulted my inbox.
To begin to sort through
them, and to get them out of my
inbox quickly, I devised a system
of eight folders to collect e-mails
with similar subjects or ideas (a
ninth folder being the trash, which
I used only once or twice, in great
frustration). However, this system
continued on page 15
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Langford, Ritz remembered
The junior class compiled a reflection book,
which commemmorates the memories of
Jacob Ritz and Brendan Langford. Page 4

Troy, Heine in NCAA final four
Two alumni compete in volleyball national
championships, amd recall their route to
success. Page 11

Nicollerat joins the 500 Club
Baseball coach Steve Nicollerat won his
500th baseball game Wednesday against
Vianney. Page 6

Departing Faculty, Round 1
Tim Huether and Robert Becker, though
leaving temporary positions, left a permanent
impression on their students. Page 13

Commemorating Kairos 50
Since its introduction 15 years ago, hundreds
of students have participated on 50 different
Kairos retreats. Page 4

Inline Wins State
SLUH put up four goals in the second half
to storm to an 8-3 win over Seckman and a
State title. Page 5
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Buckheit, Kimes accepted
Spring Fling held last Saturday
into Congressional Academy despite cancellation of mixer
by Adam
reporter

Thorp

T

his summer will be a little more interesting than most for juniors Luke
Buckheit and Kevin Kimes, as they have
been chosen as Missouri’s representatives
to the Congressional Academy for American
History and Civics in Washington D.C.
Created as part of the American Civics
and Education Act of 2004, the Ashbrook
Center for Public Affairs holds the program
in the nation’s capital. One-hundred and
twelve students were selected from a large
pool of entries: two students from each
state, two from the District of Columbia,
and ten “students at large” whose admission
is unconnected to their state of origin. The
program is free, thanks to the Department
of Education, and a stipend is available for
travel expenses. The program will stretch
from Sunday, June 26 to Friday, July 8.
Five students from St. Louis University
High School applied to the Academy, all from
Tom McCarthy’s AP United States History
Class.
McCarthy, whose encouragement both
Buckheit and Kimes emphasized as a major
reason they applied, was eager to point out
that all five of the applications from SLUH
were strong.
“I thought we had five terrific candidates
apply,” he said.
These are just the most recent SLUH
representatives at the educational event.
Anthony Re, ’10, attended in the summer of
2009, and senior John Sachs attended last
summer. Each was the only applicant from
his SLUH class. This is the first year more
than one student from SLUH applied. Sachs

returned to McCarthy’s history class this year
to speak about the program and encourage
students to apply.
McCarthy said of Re’s and Sachs’
experiences, “Both of them came back and
raved about it. One of the best academic, one
of the best (overall) experiences they’d ever
had.”
The Academy will focus on three documents that shaped American history—the
Gettysburg Address, the Declaration of
Independence, and Martin Luther King’s “I
Have a Dream” speech.
Each of these documents will be the
subject of lectures, group discussions, and
trips to see such national monuments as the
Liberty Bell in Philadelphia, the National
Archives in Washington D.C. and Mount
Vernon in Virginia. The course will be taught
by professors from universities across the
country.
McCarthy emphasized the importance of
the face-to-face contact with history. He said
of the program, “It helps them take a whole
year’s worth of work in AP US history and
crystallize it. It’s one thing to study it in class,
it another thing to be at Little Roundtop, at
the angle in the wall where Pickett’s Charge
failed and the Union was saved.”
Buckheit is also excited about the program.
“I’d always wanted to see Washington,”
he said, adding that the program “seemed
like a good opportunity, and something I
could take advantage of.”
The program also provides three hours of
college credit, and both Kimes and Buckheit
mentioned that the program would look good
on a college application.

May Crowning
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Freshmen Justin Lukas and David Kasper arrange flowers around Mary in the Chapel to commemorate the May
Crowning.

Eucharistic Congress
(from 1)

from the parking lot.
Renovations to the Commons will be
going on during the Congress, but they should
not impede the accessibility of the campus.
“We’re going to have to orchestrate
what their needs are around our need to have
this area (near the Commons) closed,” said
Rankin.
The archdiocese first approached Laughlin about hosting part of the Eucharistic
Congress in the fall.
“I’m thrilled that we were invited to do
so and am very happy to do anything we can
to serve the Church by hosting this event,”

said Laughlin.
About 90 parent and 50 student volunteers are needed to help serve food and
give visitors directions. Laughlin said that
while some volunteers are still needed for
later shifts, many volunteer spots have been
filled already.
On June 26, the last day of the Congress,
Cardinal and former St. Louis Archbishop
Raymond Burke and Carlson will each
celebrate their own Masses at the Cathedral
Basilica.

Corrections & Amplifications

A front page teaser last week incorrectly referred to Brian Christopher,
S.J., as Brian Campbell, S.J. The Prep News regrets the error.

by Adam
reporter

Cooley

A

lthough the coming of spring brings
rain and allergies, the SLUH community anxiously awaited spring for the
events at STUCO’s annual Spring Fling.
Though this year’s Spring Fling lacked
the infamous mixer, it still featured an
array of exciting events, including the annual three-on-three basketball tournament,
an inflatable obstacle course, and a giant
inflatable slide.
STUCO also offered a variety of free
items for students to enjoy. Like last year’s
Spring Fling, free unlimited sno-cones were
available. New this year, pizza and t-shirts
were also included for the enjoyment of the
attendees.
“Given that we didn’t have the mixer,
the attendance wasn’t as good as in the past,
but, given the circumstances, it was pretty
good,” said Senior Class Pastoral Representative Aaron Heisohn.
As it is every year, the three-on-three
basketball tournament was the highlight of
the day. Many teams showed up in NBA jerseys, shooter’s sleeves, and headbands ready

to play. The 2011 Spring Fling Basketball
Tournament championship winning team
consisted of teacher Dan Schuler, senior Lan
Sansone, junior Stefan Sansone, and varsity
basketball player junior Jack Kelley.
While talking about his team in the
tournament, freshman Kirk Quigless said,
“I think the tournament made everyone’s
day a lot better.”
Another highlight of the day was the
dunk tank. Heisohn started on the plank
watching students step up and take a shot at
the target, nervously waiting to be dunked.
After Heisohn was dunked multiple times, a
group of five students who were more than
willing to get wet volunteered to take turns
in the dunk tank.
One of the daring students to sit in the
dunk tank, freshman Marcus Ramspott said,
“It really got my adrenaline pumping when
I was sitting up on the dunk tank waiting to
be dropped into the water.”
Approximately 250 students from every
grade level came out to enjoy the festivities
and had a blast.
Freshman Mark Ceruti said, “It was a
lot of fun. I had a really great time.”

Juniors elect class STUCO
officers for next school year
by Nate Heagney
core staff

C

urrent juniors elected their class representatives for the pastoral, social,
and presidential positions last Wednesday during lunchtime voting. Primaries
for the elections were held Monday, and
the final vote was a choice between the
top two candidates at each position.
Michael Williams defeated Fritz Simmon
for president, Matt Laskowitz defeated Dan
Gorla for social, and Will Whitney defeated
Paul Fentress for the pastoral representative
position.
Each candidate delivered a speech to
the junior class Wednesday during activity
period in the Commons, except for Fentress,
who was absent because of a hospital visit
to treat an injured finger. Current junior pastoral rep Jimmy Griffard delivered Fentress’
speech on his behalf.
A common theme arose among all of
the winning candidates—that the current
junior class is a talented and bright group
of students, who, with apt leadership, could
have a succesful and exciting senior year.
Each candidate expressed their hope to be
part of that leadership.
“We’ve got a great class. We’ve got a
lot of potential, and I want to be there every
step of the way. I’m anxious to get going at
full speed,” said Williams.
The candidates all focused on improving school spirit, with ideas ranging from
Masses to mixers.
Whitney, who said he was motivated to
run by his experiences on a Kairos retreat,
plans to make class Masses a big focus for
next year. Whitney wants student participation for the events to rise above the current
interest levels. Whitney said the main way
he planned to do that was by addressing the
music played at the Masses.
“I’m definitely going to try to change
the music up. Freshman year there was a big

gospel song at the end of one of our Masses
that everyone got really into, so I’ll try and
bring back that. Just trying to make it a more
fun atmosphere. I’m still working for ways
to do that,” said Whitney.
Meanwhile, Laskowitz focused primarily on increasing spirit by helping to revamp
the intramural program that has been close to
nonexistent over the past two school years.
Laskowitz plans to help make a committee
made up of students to help organize and
publicize the events.
“I really want to bring intramurals back
and have them a part of our lives again.
Freshman year they were a lot of fun and I
was always excited to go to them. It really
seemed like it was something that really is
important to us,” said Laskowitz.
Laskowitz thinks the intramurals will
help foster an overall atmosphere of excitement, especially within the senior class next
year.
“The more involved we are, the more
excited we are, the more animated we’re
being and the energy will kind of bolster our
class. And I want our class to be remembered
as really energetic,” said Laskowitz.
The elections for executive positions
were last week, when juniors voted for
school-wide positions. The senior class positions will be able to focus more on seniorspecific issues, a point Williams emphasized.
The president-elect stressed that the officers,
both executive and senior class, will all work
together but that Williams, Laskowitz, and
Whitney could all work specifically for next
year’s senior class.
“I just really wanted to give back to the
class. I want to bring back successful funny
movie trailers, a sold out mixer, school spirit
at all events, and unity as a class first and
foremost,” said Williams.

Woody Allen Quote of the Week
“Unbearably lovely music is heard as the curtain rises, and we see the
woods on a summer afternoon. A fawn dances on and nibbles slowly
at some leaves. He drifts lazily through the soft foliage. Soon he starts
coughing and drops dead.”
-Woody Allen
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Reflections on leaving SLUH
The Prep News: the stories of As a student: learning
others, the song of myself
responsibility, finding love
by Nick Fandos
editor in chief

I

wrote for the Prep News for the first
time in the spring of my freshman year.
I can remember sitting in the library stacks
meticulously pecking out a brief 150 words
about District band, aware that for the first
time I was taking a unique kind of risk—the
risk of putting my words and ideas in front of
a community that often seems to stretch out
beyond Backer Memorial around the world.
See, each time you see a byline in the Prep
News, it is an instance, never insignificant,
of one person taking a stand behind
his words and reporting. Sure, there
are times when he
will get it wrong;
we all get it wrong.
But that act of courage, whether a brief
story about District
Band or a sprawling
feature about a professional drummer,
is monumental. In
many ways, the
last three years can
be viewed as an
accumulation of
risks, sometimes more palpable than not,
but always courageous.
Journalism, at its most abstract, is the
pursuit to bring to readers events, facts,
ideas, and opinions that shape our lives. It
is a sort of real-time cultural exchange. Too
often we view newspapers as a one-way
mechanism, funneling information from the
newsmakers to the news consumers. Good
journalism, careful journalism, throws this
flow on its head. Everyone is a newsmaker,
everyone has a story to tell. Newspapering
is a risk because as reporters, we are the
trusted keepers of stories.
As a reporter for the Prep News–and
in many ways, that is what I have always
considered myself (most days, it seems the
editor in chief is actually the reporter in
chief)–it is the individual stories which have
always meant the most to me. The words
matter, but I will always value much more
the hundreds of interviews and conversations
that make those words happen each week. A
sentence is never as powerful as watching a
dying man cry as he reconstructs the details
of his faith. Nothing is more powerful than
real and true emotion, the recording of which
is always our pursuit. Reporters are given
a unique perspective into how this world
works. We enter the lives of others for brief,
passion-filled moments, and then we leave
forever, sharing what we’ve gathered with
our readers. This leaving is the hardest part,
but it’s precisely what makes what we do
valuable.
Our motto at the Prep News is “If nothing else, value the truth.” It is a noble goal,
a mantra that for three years I have found
myself returning to time and time again. But
sometimes I fear our definition of truth is too
narrow. Often in the torrent of a weekly news
cycle it is easy to let that truth be expressed
only as facts: the number of points the varsity
basketball team scored against DeSmet, the
precise cost of a new light standard on the
soccer field. These are the foundation of
good journalism; they are, in a literal sense,
truths, but our best journalism uses these facts
only as the basis for more important truths
and recognizes they are only part of a story.
I don’t think it is overdrawn to say that at
its best, journalism and the Prep News are
about conveying the truths of life and death,
faith and disbelief.
The more I’ve written and read, the
more I realize journalism—like philosophy,

or literature, or religion—is an attempt to
answer a fundamental question of life. Yes,
at times it may look quite mundane and far
from such defining issues. The details of a
mock trial competition may seem a far cry
from matters of life and death, but at its core,
each and every story is based on a truthful
assumption: that people and the stories they
tell matter.
When the editors of the Prep News meet
for dinner with Mr. Missey at the beginning
of each year, he raises the question “What
does it mean to be a newspaper at a Catholic
school?” For the two
years I have been an
editor of this paper,
I never knew quite
what to make of that
question. Newspapers are a secular
affair. Just as you
won’t find an editorial defending the
faith in the New York
Times, the Prep News
for years has been
silent on issues of
religion. Surely there
are numerous articles
every year about
theology curriculum
or Mass changes. We print a photo from
each Mass, and occasionally an individual
will start an overtly religious debate. (It is
interesting to note that the Prep News of the
1930s-50s ran weekly religiously-focused
editorials, and printed the nativity narrative
in article form each Christmas.) But for all
intents and purposes, we stay away from
addressing issues of faith directly
Yet, the Prep News maintains a kind of
humanistic spirit, an almost religious energy
within SLUH. For years I could not name it,
but I have always felt as much. While not
explicity religious, a newspaper, and the
Prep News in particular, is, at its very core,
a religious institution. Religion is a means
by which we find order and meaning in the
world. It is the belief in and search for a higher
power and unity. As self-aggrandizing as it
may sound, this is exactly what a newspaper does. The stories we write and print are
individual, isolated glimpses into a larger
truth which is humanity. We strive, without
guidance it often seems, to connect the dots,
to search for what matters and why it matters.
Journalism is constantly reaching out into
the darkness to find our bearings. And this
view, despite what critics might say about
news media, is an extremely optimistic one.

by Mike Lumetta
sports editor

F

or the past few months, I, like most
seniors, have been leaning hard toward
these last weeks of school: finishing school,
prom, and graduation. I felt that, with two
months left, I could accomplish nothing
more than I already had. Two months was
not enough time. But this feeling of resignation did stir up one important question:
how will I value my SLUH education, this
place and these people, after I have left?
I think I start answering that question by
summarizing my four years at SLUH. Freshman and sophomore year I was very confused
and made a lot of mistakes. Junior year I
discovered love through Missouri Scholars
Academy, service, Kairos, and everything
in between. I took amazingly fascinating
classes like AP Physics, Honors English, and
AP U.S. History. And this year—my senior
year—I learned a lot about responsibility.
By that I mean that I had to spend a lot
less time worrying about myself and a lot
more time worrying about other people. In
August, I started working as a senior advisor,
and from Direction Days to orientation to
homeroom, I was helping the new freshmen
adjust to SLUH. That job demanded that I
have a deliberate sensitivity to other people’s
attitudes—something I had never really
cultivated in myself before. I had to apply
that same skill to other things, too—leading Kairos 47, Senior Project, and editing
the sports section of this newspaper. On
Kairos, I had to pay attention to the needs
of others. Senior Project became more and
more meaningful as I learned about the girls
I worked with at Marian Middle School. And,
for the Prep News, I had to motivate and
work with sports reporters, some of whom
had never written for the paper before. I had
never anticipated that getting people to turn
in articles on time could be so challenging.
Mission: Appalachia may have taught
me the most about responsibility. It lacked
all the glamour of
Mission: Mexico,
which I went on last
year. It had no palm
trees, no hotel with a
beautiful courtyard.
It rained in Virginia; the weather
in Mexico stayed
warm and sunny.
And, in Mexico, we
worked in the colonia, a dusty landfillturned-brickyard.
Though it was disgusting, and a hor***
“And these tend inward to me, and I rible place to live, it
tend outward to them,/ And such as it is to had an exotic, weird
be of these more or less I am,/ And of these beauty, and it fascione and all I weave into a song of myself.” nated me. In Barren
						 Springs, we worked on a grassy property on
the side of the two-lane road through town.
—Walt Whitman
On Wednesday night—the last before
A newspaper story is never just one
we
left—we
heard a talk at a prayer service
person’s story. Much can be said of the role
from
Brian
Rider,
a 20-year-old guy from
of bias in journalism. Certainly it is our misBarren
Springs.
Brian
said he was talking
sion as reporters to find the truth and share it
about
transitions:
accepting
an ACL tear that
as best we can by presenting all sides to an
ended
his
football
career,
going
to Virginia
augment, all facets of a narrative. Journalism
remains a human endeavor, though. A writer
is a writer because he knows how and where
Just as important as words I have writto bring his own experience and emotion into ten and the pages I have edited, even the
each piece he writes. A good newspaper story, sources I have interviewed, are the people
one that will last, is a mixing of your story I have worked with to make this newspaper
and theirs. It flows outward and inward until possible each week. When you really love a
a kind of real, heartfelt medium is found and thing, it is often difficult to separate it from
put into print. To ignore our emotions and the rest of your experience. For me, the Prep
instincts is just as much an injustice to the News has been the filter through which I have
reader as only exploring one perspective. seen much of my life in the last three years.
Because if what we do really is about finding It is the filter through which and by which
truths, then we are liars if we ignore what is I have grown and learned about what it is
inside.
to be educated and what it is to be a friend.

At its core, each
and every
story is based
on a truthful assumption: that
people and the
stories they tell
matter.
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Tech, beginning to use marijuana, and learning that his father had a lot of disdain for his
partying. He struggled, and after realizing
that smoking marijuana at college left him
unhappy and devoid of real friendships decided, to quit and find some kind of purpose
for his life. While he was talking, though,
I thought of smaller transitions: waking up
to go to the work site, ending lunch and
getting back to work, and going from a
shower to talking with locals at dinner. All
of these small transitions require effort; they
demanded that I do things I didn’t want to
do, but that I was doing for a good cause.
Service and responsibility do not end
when you leave the service site or when
you finish your homework or when you
finish doing chores. Junior year, I would
have abhorred the word responsibility for
its negative connotation—all work and no
fun, obsession with logistics but disregard
for people. Now, I do not. Love is the best
thing that I can have, but I have to work to
make it happen. The love, joy, and happiness that I have in my life correlate directly
to the amount of mental and spiritual effort
with which I love others and give of myself.
Forget moralizing—that is just a fact of life.
Results reflect effort. I have to give 100 percent effort all of the time in order to make
good things happen. Perfect effort does not
mean I will have a perfect or blemish-free
life—I am not perfect—but love and joy will
flourish in it, and I will be happy. As the dying Governor Willie Stark tells Jack Burden
in All the King’s Men, one of the defining
novels of my SLUH years, “it might have all
been different, Jack.” Four years of a SLUH
education, I think, culminates in this lesson.
Four years ago, like all freshmen, I read
the Odyssey. Before we began, Dr. Osburg
gave my class two quotes. The first was from
David Copperfield: “Whether I shall turn out
to be the hero of my own life, or whether
that station will be held by anybody else,
these pages must show.” SLUH has begun to
make us heroes: fallible and mortal like Odysseus, but equally
relentless. And now,
we’re ready for the
next adventure.
I am incredibly grateful for the
last four years. At
SLUH, I have had
amazing experiences
I would not have had
anywhere else. I have
talked to five different people at once
about AP Physics
WebAssign at midnight. I have buffed
the halls. I’ve found
out that Oakland is
pretty deserted late
at night, and that not much tops going to
the Steak’n’Shake on Hampton at midnight
after a SLUH event. I’ve been to Reynosa,
Mexico, and Barren Springs, Virginia. And
I have burned so much gas driving to South
St. Louis, North County, South County, you
name it. Thank you to everyone who
continued on page 16

My happiness
correlates directly to the amount
of mental and
spiritual effort
with which I
love others—
that is just a fact
of life

I have found some of the greatest meaning
in my life in the people I work with and the
product we strive to produce. Those lessons
in turn have informed my writing and reporting, influenced the choices I have made as
an editor—they have, in short, shaped this
newspaper. Outward and inward, I weave a
song of myself.
The day is coming when that song will
end. In many ways, it already has. Many
Prep News editors talk of being burnt out,
continued on page 16
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Kairos celebrates 15th year, 50th retreat at SLUH
Upperclassman retreat has impacted SLUH culture
by Joe Klein
core staff

E

ver since its introduction 15 years ago,
Kairos has become ingrained into the
culture of St. Louis U. High. Countless
students return from King’s House in Belleville, Ill., praising the retreat and offering
countless testimonies on the life-changing
experience of Kairos—a Greek word meaning “God’s time.” Retreatants proudly wear
the Jerusalem cross as a symbol of their time
on Kairos, allowing it to serve as a common
bond among the hundreds that have gone
on the retreat in the past.
Over the past 15 years, under the guidance of the Campus Ministry department,
what began as a group of six students visiting
Rockhurst’s Kairos retreat has blossomed
into a foundation of the spiritual life at SLUH
that repeatedly sends upwards of 130 people
per year onto the retreat. And recently, in
April, the 50th Kairos went to King’s House.
The movement to bring Kairos retreats
to SLUH began in the mid-1990s. While
current theology teacher Jim Knapp, S.J.
was serving as Principal of Regis High
School in Denver, Col. (at the same time
that Ralph Houlihan, S.J., was serving as
Regis’s President), he became aware of
the retreat and tried to integrate it into the
campus ministry program there
“I had a secretary who had a son that
went to Loyola Academy (in Chicago), and
she kept telling me about Kairos retreats and
how great they are,” said Knapp. “It sounded
like a great retreat.”
However, since the school was in the
process of moving to a new location, Knapp
never got the chance to implement the retreat.
In 1994, he was reassigned back to SLUH and
became the co-Pastoral Director. From there,
he worked with current guidance counselor
Nina See to bring the retreat to SLUH. See,
hired as a Spanish teacher, was co-Pastoral
Director.
“Jim (Knapp) explained to me what it
was, and asked for my help in bringing this
retreat (to SLUH),” said See.
The effort to bring over Kairos was not
without resistance. The traditional Junior
White House and Senior Pallottine Retreats,
at the time the only two retreats SLUH of-

fered to upperclassmen, ran for three days
and two nights each. Kairos retreats last for
four days, and one of the concerns among
the faculty—especially then-Principal Paul
Owens—was that too much class time would
be lost to the retreat.
Nevertheless, See went with a group
of students (among them current fine arts
teacher Paul Pagano), hand-picked by the
faculty, to Rockhurst High School’s Kairos
5 retreat. Kairos retreats are specifically
named after their respective number in the
school’s history. That allowed them to
develop a foundation for building SLUH’s
retreats, and the small group that participated
in this retreat eventually became the leaders
of SLUH’s Kairos 1. And See—one of the
adult leaders on the inaugural Kairos—has
bookended the SLUH Kairos retreats to date,
serving as a leader on Kairos 50, held last
month.
“It struck me how similar (this retreat)
was compared to the first ones I went on,”
said See. “There’s so much about Kairos that
I forgot about that came all back. What’s
amazing to me is how the same feelings come
back; you never lose that sense of community
or the feeling of God’s presence. It was like
I came home after 11 years.”
As many other high schools adopt the
Kairos retreat, an increasing number choose
to make it—as well as other retreats for
upperclassmen—a requirement. Though
the Freshman and Sophomore retreats are
required, participation in upperclassman
retreats, whether Kairos or another junior or
senior retreat, is not. Whether Kairos should
be mandatory in the future is an open question.
Director of Campus Ministry John Lan
Tran, S.J., helped organize Kairos retreats
at other schools before coming to SLUH,
and noted that many of them made Kairos
a requirement for their seniors.
Many felt that SLUH’s policy of encouraging retreats but not mandating them
was sufficient. Knapp noted that on many
required retreats that he assisted with, there
would be a handful of people treating the
retreat as nothing more than an excuse to get
out of school, and they disrupted the retreat.
“The last thing you need is somebody

PHOTO BY TED WIGHT

A Jerusalem cross necklace, one of the symbols of
Kairos.

pouting and being disruptive. That hurts the
experience (of the retreat),” said Knapp.
Yet he felt that even though not a requirement, going on a retreat should be a priority
for everybody.
“I wish every person in the school would
make a retreat for several days,” said Knapp.
“A person hasn’t gotten the most out of a
Jesuit education until they go on a retreat.”
Knapp felt that a silent retreat, if initiated,
could be extremely beneficial and build off of
the success of Kairos, hopefully developing
the retreatant’s personal relationship with
God.
When compared to the other retreats
available to upperclassmen—White House
and Pallottine—Kairos is the most popular.
SLUH will send students to five Kairos retreats next year, an increase from four this
year. Three White House and two Pallottine
retreats are scheduled. Tran attributes this
increase in retreats not so much to an increase
in interest—which was already high—but
more so to the current junior and sophomore
classes being larger compared to the senior
class. Larger classes need more retreat space
options to accommodate them and prevent
them from overflowing. Last year, in contrast, a White House retreat ended up being
cancelled due to lack of interest from this

senior class. (See Vol. 74, Issue 15.)
Each Kairos retreat typically has 30
to 50 students, while the Senior Pallottine
retreat has, on average, 20 participants.
“It’s a good, relaxing retreat,” said
Tran. “Part of the problem is it’s not welladvertised. It’s hard to promote it. It’s a
senior-only retreat, and by the time sign-ups
come along, there are no seniors (to promote
it).”
Many of the major events that take
place over the four days of Kairos are not
revealed up until the retreat itself, creating an
atmosphere of secrecy that many say adds to
the anticipation and makes the retreat much
more rewarding.
“It has to be a secret. If you keep the
secret, it’s amazing—it’s absolutely wonderful,” said junior Evan Thornberry. “If
the secrets were revealed, people wouldn’t
want to go as much.”
“Kairos gives the experience of being part of a community of people coming
together, realizing how much people love
you; so in essence, it touches the heart of a
retreatant in a way that we don’t normally
see,” said Tran.
Even after the conclusion of a retreat,
the presence of Kairos lingers. The Jerusalem cross—a symbol of participation in the
retreat—is often worn on a necklace for some
time after the retreat, and many speak of the
strong bonds that develop with classmates
over a retreat.
“You have the opportunity to break free,
and to create wonderfully close communities over those four days,” said junior Mark
Kuehner.
“(Going on this retreat) gives a chance
to develop a relationship that you never
thought existed,” said junior Kevin Madden.
Many others that went on the retreat
echoed this feeling, noting that incredibly
close friendships blossomed as a direct result
of going on Kairos.
And for the foreseeable future, Kairos
will continue to play a large role in the spiritual life of SLUH. Kairos 51, for seniors,
will to be held in September.
“The leaders do an incredible amount
of work, yet what makes it go is the grace
of God,” said See. “There’s this magic about
Kairos.”

Memory books honor Langford, Ritz at Junior Ring

by Luke Reichold
reporter

M

emory books created by the Class of
2012 to honor Jake Ritz and Brendan
Langford, classmates who died in a plane
accident during the summer of 2009, were
presented to their parents during the Junior
Ring ceremony last Friday.
The idea of creating the memory books
was initially suggested by one of the mothers of the two boys as a way for the families
to remember and share in the memories
of Jake and Brendan from SLUH. Junior
class moderator Mary Russo spearheaded
the effort by soliciting junior homerooms
to submit reflections for the books. Juniors
and faculty who knew Ritz and Langford
could send these reflections in via e-mail
or written form.
Russo explained that there were a lot
of juniors who hesitated to send things in
because they feared they did not know Ritz
and Langford well enough and did not want
to disrespect the families.
“For that reason, at the beginning we
shouldn't have called it a ‘memory book,’ but
rather a ‘reflection book,’ because everyone
was affected by the loss, even if they didn't
know the boys personally,”said Russo.
From e-mails alone, there were about 25
student submissions for Ritz and Langford

each, ranging from simple exchanges like a
funny moment in class together, to multiple
pages of reflection. In addition, there were a
number of faculty submissions from former
coaches and teachers.
Junior Jimmy Griffard took the responsibility of compiling all of the e-mails and
letters that were sent in. Over the extended
weekend before the Junior Ring ceremony,
Griffard and his family created the books in a
scrapbook format. After purchasing the blue
leather scrapbooks, he retyped and reprinted
all of the submissions in similar fonts and
sizes. After having several photos printed,
he backed everything with cardboard and
finished the books.
During the signing of the class banner
before the ring ceremony on Friday, every
member of the junior class signed the completed memory books.
In addition to Ritz's and Langford's
initials being placed prominently on the class
banner, the boys were recognized in several
other ways throughout the ring ceremony
on Friday. Both of their names were called
during the distribution of rings, and they
were each given a moment of silence.
Jostens, the company who forges the
class rings, donated two long-chained pendants with the junior ring face on them to be
given to the mothers of Jake and Brendan.
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From left, juniors Brian Wilhelm, Josh Beckerle, and Jack Goeke wait to present the memory books to the Langford and Ritz families during the Junior Ring Ceremony last Friday.

Juniors Josh Beckerle, Brian Wilhelm, and
Jack Goeke presented the mothers with the
pendants and roses.
In addition, the boys also had empty
chairs labeled for them so that they were
still represented among the class. During
the Mass, which was dedicated to them, a
single long-stem red rose sat on each of their

chairs.
As Griffard said in his speech at the
Junior Ring Mass,“Seen through simple,
everyday acts, Jake and Brendan are still
very much a big part of our class.”
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Inline hockey beats Seckman in state finals
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Sophomore Chase Berger gets the puck off the boards in SLUH’s 8-3 championship win.

by Matt Geisman
reporter

S

LUH's inline club wasn't content with
making history by making the State
finals. They wanted to win.
Playing in front of their first big crowd
of the season, the Jr. Bills knew that their
game against Seckman, ranked No. 4 in their
division, was a big game.
“It was definitely the most fun (and)

important inline game I've ever been a part
of,” said senior Tommy Meehan.
Seckman stunned SLUH early, scoring
a goal less than two minutes into the game.
However, senior Jimmy Berger helped
SLUH to rally back quickly with a goal less
than three minutes later.
SLUH's power play unit proved deadly,
with sophomore Chase Berger and junior
Trent Lulow scoring the next two goals on

the power play, strengthening the team's lead
to 3-1. SLUH's power play unit ended up
with three goals on five chances throughout
the night.
SLUH went into halftime with a tight
4-3 lead.
However, after a compelling speech
from the coaching staff, SLUH went out firing on all cylinders, scoring four unanswered
goals to make the final score 8-3.
SLUH's biggest success of the night
was “nice teamwork and good passing,”
said sophomore Scott McCartney.
Indeed, SLUH consistently beat Seckman's defense through passing in the offensive zone.
Although the State championship game
ended the season, coach Tim O'Neil is excited
for many great seasons to come.
“The inline club has a great opportunity
to capitalize on the success of this year,” said
O'Neil. “We are trying to create a program
where we can be in the hunt for a championship year after year.”
Jimmy Berger was happy with the success of the club over the last year.
“We played well all year really strong
offensively and defensively and it showed
in the State game,” he said.
Look for SLUH to be a strong presence
in the inline world next year.

5

Two golfers play
at Sectionals
Wet course makes shots
tough for freshman and
sophomore
by Ben Hutchison
reporter

O

n a day freshman Scott Schaeffer
called “relieving,” he and sophomore
Ben Hutchison played in the Class 4, Section
1 tournament in Poplar Bluff.
The two teed off at noon last Thursday to
play a practice round. They only got through
13 holes, but they learned a lot from the
round.
“The greens rolled true, but the course
was a little beat up mainly because of the
major amounts of rain Poplar Bluff has had,”
Schaeffer said.
Westwood Hills Country Club, the host
of the tournament, had to postpone the tournament from Wednesday to Friday because
of heavy rains. The course drained very
well, though. Westwood Hills is a course
with barely any rough, but what makes it
so difficult is its greens. They are extremely
small and double cut, making them quick and
tough to putt on. The weather was pristine,
staying in the low 80s, making conditions
perfect to play in.
Schaeffer went out and shot a two-overpar 38 on the front nine, tying his low nine
continued on page 10

Ultimate Frisbee places third, falls to FHC in semifinals
by Eric Mueth and James Griffard
assistant sports editor, reporter

W

ith the Ultimate season approaching
its final weekend, the St. Louis U.
High Jr. Bills lathered up with sunscreen
and trimmed their fingernails for the last
time. The team came into the weekend with
a 9-1 record amd high hopes.
“I was really excited for the tournament.
After going through the regular season, I felt
confident that we were the most skilled team
in the tourney. I think the team had their eyes
on at least making it to the State final, if not
taking State all together,” said senior Bobby
Lux.
The teams started the weekend in a pool
play fashion; the two teams that topped their
pool would advance into the State bracket.
In order to advance, the Jr. Bills hade to face
the Francis Howell North Knights and the
Parkway North Vikings.
 	 The Bills arose early Saturday morning
fired up for the weekend. Sporting a guy-inthe-pringles-can ’stache coach Tim “Hueth
Bar” Huether brought ample spirit to the
pitch despite the early morning start.
 	 “The ’stache was enough to get us all
super fired up. Not to mention, he did a good
job of scaring the other teams,” said Lux of
the influence of Huether’s new facial hair.
 	 The team brought its own new look to
the games on Saturday, in addition to the
killer ’stache. The Jr. Bills came out with
more intensity than they had all season,
blitzing the Howell North Knights, 17-2.
After the dominant win over Howell
North, the Jr. Bills watched the other games
around the field hungry for more disc. As
they recalled a narrow 10-9 win over Parkway North in extreme wind conditions, the
Jr. Bills knew that the Vikings would be
determined to defeat them.
After an inspiring speech by Huether, the
Bills stormed the field. In their next contest,
the Bills punched in three quick points, shutting the Vikings out of the first minigame.
The determination of the Vikings, although
dampened, was not etinguished. The Bills
and Vikings battled back and forth for points,
ending the half at 9-4 in the Bills’ favor.
As the second half commenced, the Jr.
Bill fire appeared to re-ignite as senior Eric
Mueth and junior Evan Thornberry led the
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offense to three consecutive points. Senior
Steve Hoerr battled hard on defense, grabbing any 50-50 disk out of the air. The team
continued to play as a united force, making
it hard for the Vikings to build any sort of
momentum.
The Bills ended the evening by finishing
off the Vikings 15-9. With two wins under
their belt, the Jr. Bills secured their spot in
Sunday’s tournament play and headed home
for some much-needed sleep.
 	 “After the Parkway game, we showed
them that we were the better team. We made
a statement to the rest of the teams out there
that we are a force to be reckoned with, and
that we were ready,” said junior Nick Lampe.
The Jr. Bills headed back to the dry pitch
Sunday morning hungry for a championship.
Instead of a relatively easy quarterfinal game,
the third-seeded team faced off against 2010
runner-up Priory. SLUH had beaten the
Rebels earlier in the season at Priory on a
universe point nail-biter.
SLUH started fast once again, focusing
on being the first team to score three. They
succeded the first game taking a 3-1 lead,
but soon dropped three straight points.
“We were doing everything right. We
were missing hucks by just a couple of feet,
and maintaining a tough D. We just needed
to regroup and everything would work out,”
said Huether.
The Jr. Bills then regrouped, and regained the lead. With a 5-4 lead, SLUH
got word that Francis Howell Central had
already taken an 8-1 lead to half knowing
they would face the winner of that game.
SLUH stumbled into half up 8-6 off of a
Thornberry outside-in forehand throw to
Hoerr who cut deep from the back of the
stack.
Now seriously drained, the Jr. Bills set
out to score early and often in the second half
in order to save their legs for an upcoming
contest against the Sages of FHC.
The Jr. Bills buckled down, and went
on a run that put them up 12-7 by winning
the individual game 3-1. For the final game
to three, SLUH hoped to slam the door on
the Jeromans, but couldn’t. Victory seemed
iminent, but, as Huether stressed Saturday,
he wanted the team to finish strong, not back
into a victory.

 	 “We needed
to end games on
a high note,” said
H u e t h e r. “ We
needed that killer
instinct to put them
away instead of
trading points.”
Eventually, after dropping multiple points, and losing the mini-game
3-2, SLUH scored
the final point off
of a Thornberry
huck once again to
a streaking Hoerr.
With the 15-10 victory over the sixseeded Jeromans,
SLUH then faced
FHC only half an
hour later.
The Sages had
destroyed Parkway North 15-2,
proving it would
be a challenge to
make it to the finals.
The Jr. Bills came
out slowly. Off
the opening pull, Junior Danny Millar pulls down a deep huck in SLUH’s quarterfinal win over Priory.
SLUH received, and
FHC threw a cup defense on them. Mueth Sages as focused as ever, they would make
gathered the disk in the center, faked and it very difficult for SLUH to do the same
pivoted to make a swing throw, but a Sage thing twice.
hand blocked him. This quick turnover led
After a halftime “blue wagon” cheer
to the first point, and eventually a flurry of from coach Eric Weiss, Jr. Bills emerged
points.
focused. The offense shredded the cup, and
After going down 3-0, and calling a when FHC played man-to-man defense,
timeout, SLUH tried to forget the first game they called plays and worked the disc up the
to three and start over. An even quicker game field. Hoerr took over the game on defense,
to three put SLUH in an extremely nerve- owning the skies, and contributed an assist
wracking situation, down 6-0.
or score on nearly every point.
The Jr. Bills fought hard on defense,
After going down 10-5, SLUH scored
setting their clam defense and forcing poor two straight, prompting a timeout from the
throws by FHC. SLUH got on the board, opponent. More energized than ever, the
and cut the score to 7-2 after Mueth threw Jr. Bills scored once again to come within
a score from ten yards out to Angieri.
two. SLUH seemed to score again to make
In SLUH’s prior game against FHC, the the score 10-9, but a foul was called on the
Jr. Bills were down the exact same score at throw, and on the do-over, SLUH threw the
half, 8-3, when they turned it on and won an disc away for a turnover.
continued on page 6
incredible comeback, 11-10. But, with the
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Water polo advances to state semifinials
by Justin Jellinek
reporter

A

year ago this weekend, the SLUH water
polo team fell in the State tournament
for the first time in four years. After four
State victories in a row, SLUH finished a
disappointing fourth to Oakville, Parkway
North, and the State champions, DeSmet.
This year, the loss served as motivation to
come back stronger than ever. The practice
intensity has been very high since day one
and continues even as the season wraps up.
SLUH began its first round of Districts
with a comfortable win over Clayton. The
final score was 22-2, and the win gave goalies
junior Sean Sullivan and senior Jake Chisholm a chance to try their hand at playing
out of the net. Both showed skill, as each
netted a goal. At the end of the game, all
but one player had scored a goal. Chisholm
earned player of the game for sealing his
10th win of the season.
With the first round out of the way,
SLUH found themselves facing greater
competition Wednesday night against the

Marquette Mustangs in the state semifinal.
Co-captain Michael Hagerty said, “We
came out a bit slower than we wanted, but we
played through the cheap stuff and turned on
our game. After the initial nerves faded, we
played our game to come out for the win.”
With the Mustangs sinking him, junior
Sam Erlinger still managed to be an offensive
powerhouse, even netting a quick sweep shot
from half right at the buzzer. Junior Michael
Slaughter earned player of the game, netting
two quick goals just after he got in the pool.
As usual, the defense stymied their
opponent with seniors Mitch Kramer and
Joe Kabance completely shutting down
Marquette’s best player, Jake Miller, and
earning a combined 11 steals.
Other notable performers were sophomores Chris Favier and Michael Sigman,
who showed promise for years to come at
the offensive end of the pool.
SLUH will play Friday at 6:00 against
Parkway West in the semifinals. West has
been SLUH’s most competitive opponent
this season, keeping the score down to 8-6
during the DeSmet Invitational. Parkway’s

player of the year, Steven Emde, has proved
himself an excellent player this year and
plans to give SLUH a close game. Although
the Jr. Bills have come out on top each time,
the game could go either way. The first time
SLUH faced West, the Longhorns did not
have their superstar, Emde. The next time
SLUH defeated West, it was during an allday tournament, where both teams were tired
from hard games and did not play to their
full potential.
Erlinger said, “We control our own fate
at this point. If we play well, we win State.
If we don’t, we might lose.”
Junior Justin Ramacciotti agreed. “The
competition has really come on hard here
at the end of the season, and teams have
bridged the gap between us and them, but
we’ve kept up the hard work and find ways
to win.”
The team has worked hard all season,
and if all goes well, it should show this
weekend as they take on Parkway West and
then head on to either the State final or the
third place game.

Conversation Cube

Thank You Seniors, Part One
Tennis player Greg
Marifian

Rugby forward Tate
Macarthy

Inline defenseman
Henry Schneider

Highlight of my SLUH Sixth in State sophoathletic
more year, so 2009.
career

I’m going to give a
shoutout to freshman
year football, my
45-yard reception, the
only time I scored.

I’d have to say seeing us Back to back to back
win the State champion- birdies in the MCC
ship in inline.
tournament.

— Compiled by Mike
Lumetta

My role on the team is... Expert team critic.

The glue between the
popsicle sticks.

One word to describe my Hard-fought.
team’s season is...

Disappointing.

Favorite inspirational “Play to win, not to
quote
lose.”

“I wish I could say
something classy and
inspirational, but that
just wouldn’t be our
style. Pain heals. Chicks
dig scars. Glory ... lasts
forever.”

My main collegiate
I’m going to be playing Intramural basketball.
athletic venture will be... next year at Trinity University in San Antonio.

To be a strong defensive To pick out and to deforce, to play the body,
sign the team uniforms
and to keep the other
and bags.
team from scoring,
really.
Dirty.

Debate.

“I want you to stick
your man. If he’s in the
slot, you’re there with
him. If he goes to the
bathroom, you’re in the
stall next to him.”

“Just use a 7-iron
around the green. It
works every time.”
–Mr. Greg Bantle

Hopefully gonna play
B-team derby at Mizzou.

To join the professional
Hybrid Irons Golf Club.

Ultimate third in semifinals
(from 5)

FHC then took an 11-8 led into the final
stretch of the game.
“The calls that game were some of the
worst calls in the whole tourney. We were
frustrated and dissapointed, but we kept
playing strong,” said Lux.
SLUH lost the momentum and began to
make poor turns on offense and played clam
defense with too many holes in the zone.
The Jr. Bills kept within three, making the
score 12-9 off a Mike Anderson throw to
Lux for their final point. They dropped the
final three points of the game almost purely
from exhaustion and frustration. Hoerr and
Mueth played the entire game for SLUH
with Thornberry, Lux, junior Danny Millar,
and sophomore Joe Reardon also playing the
majority of the points.
Another year for SLUH Ultimate meant
another third place finish. For the third
straight year, the Mad Croc boys had fallen
short of making the finals. Despite the loss,
all of the Jr. Bills seemed content with the
effort, the victory over Priory, and the fact
that FHC lost in the finals to DeSmet.
The team as a whole looks forward to
next year’s season. Although the team will
graduate many vital seniors, the Jr. Bill
ultimate force remains healthy, returning

more than 30 verterans.
“The team has progressed a lot this year,
and I was happy with the season as a whole.
From our first scrimmage against DeSmet we
have transformed our potential greatness into
greatness. Although we’re losing 10 seniors
and the foreign exchange students, we are
returning a lot of strong pieces,” Huether
said.

PN lexicon

Zeitgeist
n. The spirit of the time; the
general trend of thought or feeling
characteristic of a particular period of
time.
Usage: The Zeitgeist among the
seniors at that time was decidedly
melancholy and nostalgic, and a
sussuration of regrets was heard in the
hallway at all times.
Susurration
n. a soft murmur; a whisper
—from Dictionary.com

Golfer Dylan Gardner
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Sports Updates

C Baseball (16-5)

Thursday, May 5
CBC 3, SLUH 2
CBC held SLUH to two runs for only the
second time all season as they ended the Jr.
Bills’ three game-winning streak.
Friday, May 6
SLUH 17, Borgia 3
Freshman catcher Tim Lally helped in the
offensive production with a two run double
to the fence in the Jr. Bills’ routing of Borgia.
Monday, May 9
SLUH 16, St. Mary’s 7
Freshman outfielder Mitch Boyer racked
up two triples as the Jr. Bills held off the
Dragons of St. Mary’s.
Tuesday, May 10
SLUH 15, Chaminade 5
The Jr. Bills’ offensive production continued
as they put up 15 runs or more for the third
game in a row.
Wednesday, May 11
SLUH 3, Parkway West 1
Pitcher Andrew Waller threw six and 2/3
innings allowing only two hits. Closer Mark
Elbert came in to throw one pitch and record
the final out of the game.

—Adam Cooley

JV Lacrosse (9-8-1)

Saturday, May 7
DeSmet 12, SLUH 3
The Jr. Bills failed to execute on both sides of
the field as they failed to gain any momentum
throughout the game.

— Justin Sinay

C Lacrosse (18-4-1)

Thursday, May 5
Chaminade 5, SLUH 3
Freshman Luke Carron scored a goal in the
losing effort against the Red Devils.
Saturday, May 7
SLUH 7, DeSmet 6
Freshman Jack Kinzel scored three goals in
the final game of the season.

— Jack Godar

continued on page 10

Nicollerat notches win #500
by Jack
staff

T

Witthaus

he St. Louis U. High athletic director
didn’t know. None of the administration knew. None of the players even knew,
including sophomore Matt Binz, who made
the final out in yesterday’s 4-3 win over
Vianney. Binz’s catch had won more than
the game; it gave SLUH head coach Steve
Nicollerat his 500th win.
“(Nicollerat) is extremely modest,”
Wehner said. “I knew he was close (to 500).
(But the fact that he didn’t tell anyone)
just shows how unassuming and humble
Nicollerat is. That’s Coach.”
Nicollerat, already the winningest
SLUH baseball coach, ranks as the second
most winningest coach in SLUH history,
behind legendary soccer coach Ebbie Dunn.
In his 39 years a soccer coach, Dunn won
592 games.
Nicollerat is ranked eighth all-time
among Missouri high school baseball
coaches.
However, Nicollerat feels that his 500th
win means more than a number.
“People use the number as a milestone,
and that’s great,” Nicollerat said. “But, I
think it’s about the experience. For me, it
represents a lot of time spent with a lot of
good people.”

Other baseball coaches agree. “(The
500th win) really is neat,” Vianney head
coach Scott Brown said. “It takes a really
special person to have that many victories.
But as a coach, you know it’s all about the
kids. It’s more about how you’ve had an
impact on the players.”
With the news spreading slowly throughout the team, the players who have heard
about Nicollerat’s 500th win are certainly
grateful to be a part of the history. Junior Paul
Simon, a three-year veteran on the varsity
squad, acknowledges how thankful he is to
share in Nicollerat’s success.
“It is really exciting,” Simon said. “But
(the win) means a lot more than we can
understand right now.”
The current SLUH squad, with Simon
in center, has cemented itself into the long
line of baseball teams under Nicollerat’s tutelage. Starting in 1979, Nicollerat has been
coaching SLUH baseball for over 30 years.
His 300th win came April 2, 2001 in a 3-0
win over Affton. Nicollerat’s 400th happened
May 25, 2006, when Tony Bertucci pitched a
no-hitter in an 8-0 District win over Webster.
“I feel really fortunate to coach here,”
Nicollerat said. “It’s been a wonderful experience.”
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Baseball knocks off Cadets twice, remains perfect
(from 1)

SLUH had runners on second and third
with one out.
“We caught a big break,” head coach
Steve Nicollerat said. “The shortstop threw
the ball away and that gave us a shot (to
score). It was a momentum changer.”
In stepped the powerhouse No. 3 hitter,
junior Willie Floros. Schmidt, rattled with
two ducks on the pond, made another mistake
pitch, which Floros pummeled down the right
field line. The top-spinning ball hopped the
wall for a ground-rule double, scoring two.
Floros advanced to third on a second
wild pitch by Schmidt and scored on junior
Paul Simon’s unexpected suicide squeeze
bunt. The Jr. Bills now led 3-0.
“I remember (senior Brett) Weber just
threw up his arms (in happiness),” Pitts said.
“We finally got the lead and broke through.
(Before the score) there was kind of an eerie
silence. We were just thinking, ‘When’s it
gonna break?’”
CBC, however, responded in the bottom
frame with the bases juiced and two outs. A
straight shot up the middle knocked down
Kuebel and scored two. Then a misjudgment
by Simon in center field cost the Jr. Bills
another run and save the batter a double,
evening the score at 3-3.
“Hey, sometimes stuff happens,”
Nicollerat said. “(The) ball was hit out to
center field, and it took a bad bounce. Kind
of a bizarre thing happened. You really can’t
plan for that.”
“(On the bench), we were saying,
‘You’ve got to be kidding me! We just
scored three runs!’” Pitts said. “But we had
confidence in (Kuebel), and we knew he
could pitch out of the jam.”
Long shadows began creeping on to the
Missouri Baptist field as the game wore on
through scoreless seventh and eighth frames.
Hot and wearied fans took to screaming at
the umpires while the crowd grew larger.
Junior Andrew Clark pitched out of a jam in
the seventh and sophomore Brian “Skinny”
Howard pitched out of jam in the eighth,
as CBC stranded a runner on third in both
frames.
SLUH’s offense seemed determined
not to lose, evident in junior Sam Knesel’s
at bat in the ninth. After fouling off over 10
pitches, Knesel finally drew a walk.

“It might have
been one of the biggest at-bats this year,”
Nicollerat said. “I
mean he battled, and
battled, and battled,
and battled, and battled, and battled, and
battled. And he won
the battle.”
With sophomore
pinch runner Matt
Binz at first and with
Simon at second,
Hernandez smacked
a two-out double to
score Simon. Scampering from first,
Binz might not have
beaten the throw, but
scored when the CBC catcher dropped the
ball on the tag.
Howard toed the rubber in the bottom
of the ninth and delivered for SLUH, retiring
the Cadets 1-2-3. He was aided by a sliding
grab by junior Brian Maas in right center to
make the second out. Nevertheless, SLUH
had conquered a mighty CBC team, 5-3.
The Jr. Bills took to the road again
on Wednesday, squaring off against Vianney (20-7, 4-3 MCC). In addition to field
temperatures hotter than the Fourth of July,
SLUH’s 4-3 win over Vianney also saw some
towering long-balls hit out of the steamy
Griffin field.
Down 1-0 in the bottom of the first,
Vianney launched junior SLUH starter Mitch
Klug’s pitch over the left field wall for a
two-run bomb.
Like in the previous 19 games, SLUH
fought on and wouldn’t let the scoreboard
eat at them.
“In close games, we keep our heads
about ourselves,” Pitts said. “We just stay
calm.”
Calm, cool, and collected, Kuebel responded in the third, launching a towering
shot that would make the Great Bambino
roll in his grave. Kuebel’s home run scored
Klug, who had reached after being hit by a
pitch.
With two down in the top of the fifth,
Floros struck a double. With Maas pinch
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Kuebel slides safely into second base against CBC last night.

running for Floros, Kuebel was intentionally
walked out of fear of another Bambino-like
blast. Maas stole third and Pitts drove him
home with a one-bagger. Pitts went two for
four with a pair of RBIs.
Klug “the Clutch” allowed only one
more run to Vianney. In the bottom of the
fifth, a disputed strike-three call was nullfied
by the first base umpire, which left the leadoff
man still swinging. On the next pitch, the
Vianney hitter scored on an inside-the-park
home run.
But Klug kept his cool and shut out the
Griffin offense from there. Klug improved
to 6-0.
Waving the flag of an undefeated 20-0
record on Wednesday night, SLUH continues to march on a history-making path.
This year, the Jr. Bills have set the record
for most consecutive wins, shattering their
previous record, 16, set in 1949. That year
was also the last time SLUH was undefeated
in a season.
In a game where slumps frequently occur
and a bad bounce can change who wins and
loses, to string together 20 is phenomenal.
Pitts, however, has stayed calm and avoided
feeling the pressure of SLUH’s success.
“It doesn’t seem like we are 20-0,” Pitts
said. “We just take it one game at a time. We
have a lot of confidence (in our pitching),
which takes the pressure off our offense. We
are just playing some ball.”

The boys won’t be resting any time soon.
Last night, SLUH went up against CBC in
their final meeting of the season at SLUH.
Check the nightbeat below for complete
coverage. Districts start May 16 at 4:30
p.m. against the winner of the ChaminadeUniversity City. SLUH only needs six wins
to win State and hopes to make a statement
in their upcoming games.

Nightbeat

Under the lights and surrounded by arguably
the largest home attendance this year, the
St. Louis U. High baseball squad delivered
CBC a heavy 8-4 blow.
Down early on, SLUH’s offense dug in
and were ahead 5-2 at the end of three. SLUH
recieved timely hits from Kaleb King with a
one-bagger and Sam Knesel with a double,
as both drove in a run in the second. Junior
Mitch Klug, junior Willie Floros, and senior
Sasha Kuebel all scored in a three-run third.
Meanwhile, a combined pitching effort
from juniors Paul Simon and Trevor Dorand
each gave up a run. The junior duo went three
innings and effectively shut down CBC.
Junior Andrew Clark, relying on three
fly ball outs, held on to the victory.
SLUH improved to 21-0 in what might
be its final regular season game.
–Jack Witthaus

Tennis takes second in team Districts, falls to Kirkwood
by Drew Dziedzic
core staff

I

f the suntans have been hued a perfect
color, and if junior captain Tony Ghazarian’s freckles have overtaken his face, then
it must be time for the St. Louis U. High
tennis team to play in Districts.
For Districts, high school tennis uses
an interesting style, as there are team and
individual brackets for advancement to
State. Even if a team does not win in Districts, and therefore does not advance in the
State bracket, an individual from that team
could win an individual State title. SLUH’s
individual Districts tournament will be held
this Friday.
This past Monday and Tuesday, the Jr.
Bills competed in the team Districts tournament, capturing second place.
“Obviously I am disappointed we didn't
win, but I was very pleased with the way
our guys played,” said head coach Patrick
Zarrick. “We had Kirkwood on the ropes,
and with a few shots here and a couple of
lines there, we could have won Districts.”
The format of team Districts differs from
a regular season match. The Districts format
begins with six players of each team playing
singles. If a team wins at least five of the six
matches, then the overall match ends. But
if a team wins four or fewer matches, then
those six players pair up and three doubles
matches are played. Whoever takes the most
matches out of the nine is the overall match
winner.

On Monday, the Jr. Bills rolled over
Vianney in the first round of team Districts.
SLUH won all six of the singles matches,
meaning no doubles matches were needed.
“We played pretty well,” said sophomore Michael Essma, who played at the No.
5 position on Monday. “It was not the best
competition, though we had to deal with the
heat, which was difficult. But we got through
the match and won pretty easily.”
That easy win set up a meeting of giants
on Tuesday, when SLUH played Kirkwood
in the District finals. Kirkwood is considered
one of the best teams in the state, and the last
time SLUH played them, SLUH narrowly
won by one match.
The match did not start off well for the
Jr. Bills. Kirkwood took wins in the Nos. 2
through 5 positions.
“I just did not know how to be aggressive
with (my opponent),” said sophomore David
Mayhall, who played in the No. 3 position.
“It seems like all of his shots are deep
and very high off the net, and I did not see
how to drill those back. He was very good
at defending.”
But SLUH did have two wins, thanks
to senior captain Greg Marifian at No. 1 and
junior Matei Stefanescu at No. 6.
“For me, I thought I played pretty well. A
little mishap in my match that went my way
made my opponent (Kirkwood senior Drew
Morris) a little upset, and I took advantage. I
was down 5-2 in the first set, and then I won
11 straight games to win the match,” said
Marifian, who was named a St. Louis Post-
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Dispatch Athlete of the Week last Tuesday.
Marifian’s and Stefanescu’s victories
were essential to prolonging the contest, as
Kirkwood would have had the five-match
supermajority if one of them had lost. SLUH
would have to win all three doubles matches
to win the overall contest.
SLUH came out roaring after the break.
For a while, it seemed like SLUH could win
all three matches. In the No. 1 doubles position, Marifian and junior Cameron Trachsel
destroyed their opponents, winning their
two sets with ease. Meanwhile Mayhall and
Ghazarian built a 4-1 game lead in their first
set at the No. 2 position, and in the No. 3
doubles position, junior Peter Windler and
Stefanescu also began to establish a lead.
But unfortunately, those leads slowly diminished. The Nos. 2 and 3 doubles positions
both lost their leads and fell to Kirkwood.
“I really do not know what happened,”
said Mayhall. “In the first set, we were being aggressive. I guess we lost confidence in
our shots, and we weren’t finishing off our
points. We were giving them easy lobs.”
Overall, Kirkwood took the District
match, 6-3.
“All of our guys were competitive initially. The matches just did not go our way,”
said Marifian. “I was really proud of how we
played as a team. We have never been that
close to Kirkwood in the postseason play.”
Marifian added that it was strange to face a
powerhouse like Kirkwood this early in the
bracket.
Because SLUH lost the District finals

match, the team as a unit will not advance
in the State tournament, meaning a very
successful season has come to a close. The
Jr. Bills came back from two early losses to
MICDS and Ladue, and the team regrouped
and achieved its goal of 10 match wins in
the regular season. SLUH also defeated all
of their MCC opponents during the season.
“I think it was actually a pretty good
accomplishment considering I don’t think
we have had the strongest team since I’ve
been here at SLUH. But a lot of guys worked
hard and pushed themselves at practice. We
beat the likes of CBC, Chaminade, DeSmet,
and Vianney,” said Marifian, who added that
beating Kirkwood in the regular season was
a highlight because he had never done that
before during his four years as a varsity
starter.
Because tennis is a very individual
sport, each player had his own struggles and
highlights.
“I thought I was very solid, but in the
end I wasn’t doing too great. I’d like to be
more aggressive and confident in my singles
spot,” said Mayhall, who played No. 3 singles
this year after playing doubles last year.
“I’d say the best part of my season
was when we beat DeSmet,” said Essma.
“Everyone played well and we beat them
pretty good, especially after we lost to them
last year.”
While the team’s season comes to a
conclusion, the Jr. Bills will still compete this
Friday at 1:30 p.m. in individual Districts at
Dwight Davis in Forest Park.
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College plans listed by student

Anderson, Michael: University of Miami-Florida
Backer, Kurt: Xavier University
Baldridge, Brendan: Creighton University
Barber, Jonathan: Loyola University-Chicago
Beckerle, Andrew: St. Louis University-Madrid, Spain
Beckerle, Matthew: St. Louis University
Bement, Brian: Loyola University-Chicago
Benoist, Joseph: St. Louis University
Bentz, Joseph: University of Missouri-Columbia
Berger, James: Playing Triple A Hockey
Biver, Weston: Blackburn College
Blair, Michael: Columbia University
Blume, Joseph: University of Dayton
Boehm, Adam: St. Louis University
Boll, David: University of Tulsa
Born, Jacob: Marquette University
Bothmann, Ryan: University of Missouri-Columbia
Brende, Hans: University of Tulsa
Brennan, William: Indiana University
Brockgreitens, John: University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Brotherton, Timothy: Rockhurst University
Brown, Brian: University of Missouri-Columbia
Brusati, John: University of Missouri-Columbia
Brynac, Charles: Truman State University
Buckley, Patrick: Creighton University
Buettner, Kevin: University of Tulsa
Burggraf, Nathaniel: University of Notre Dame
Byrne, Nicholas: Quincy University
Carden, Luke: University of Missouri-Columbia
Carr, Robert: Rockhurst University
Carron, Tyler: University of Missouri-Columbia
Childs, Alexander: Indiana University
Chiodini, Daniel: Southeast Missouri State University
Chisholm, Jacob: United States Military Academy
Clark, Simon: Rockhurst University
Conley, Espen: University of Missouri-Columbia
Conley, Jonathan: Ohio State University
Cross, Alexander: Truman State University
Dang, David: Loyola University-Chicago
Day, Hayden: Southwestern Illinois College
Decker, Edward: United States Marine Corps
Dell’Orco, Thomas: Missouri University of Science and
Technology
DeMaro, Joseph: Purdue University
Dereak, David: Undecided
Deves, Stephen: St. Louis University
Dooling, Nicholas: Westminster College
Dziedzic, Andrew: Xavier University
Earsom, Joseph: Truman State University
Eilers, Andrew: Rockhurst University
Emnett, Benjamin: Missouri University of Science and
Technology
Enslin, Kyle: Missouri University of Science and Technology
Evola, Andrew: University of Missouri-Columbia
Fandos, Nicholas: Harvard University
Farel, David: Kenrick-Glennon Seminary
Fellin, Conor: University of Tulsa
Fernan, Marcelo: Rockhurst University
Fish, Elliott: University of Missouri-Columbia
Flaker, Kevin: Missouri University of Science and Technology
Foronda, Raymund: Belmont University
Fox, Patrick: University of Tulsa
Frank, Nicholas: Lindenwood University
Gardner, Dylan: Spring Hill College
Gardner, Joseph: United States Naval Academy
Gass, Brian: University of Missouri-Columbia
Gearin, Conor: Truman State University
Geisman, Matthew: University of Dayton
Genova, Matthew: St. Louis University
George, Thomas: United States Marine Corps
Goessling, Kevin: Truman State University
Grady, Mahdi: DePaul University
Greiner, Anthony: Marquette University
Griffard, Michael: University of Missouri-Columbia
Gusdorf, Spencer: Columbia College
Hager, Warren: Academy of Art University
Hagerty, Michael: University of Missouri-Columbia
Hannan, Joseph: Truman State University
Harris, Edward: University of Missouri-Columbia
Harris, Samuel: Johns Hopkins University
Hart, Patrick: Spring Hill College
Hartzler, Nicholas: St. Louis University
Harwood, Zachary: James Madison University

Hayward, Logan: University of Notre Dame
Head, Austin: University of Missouri-Kansas City
Heinrichs, Daniel: St. Louis University
Heisohn, Aaron: Entering Society of Jesus
Hellwig, Luke: Carleton College
Herrmann, Nicholas: Truman State University
Hewlett, Nathan: University of Missouri-Columbia
Hill, Cy: University of Missouri-Columbia
Hill, Samuel: Loyola University-New Orleans
Hoefel, Daniel: University of Missouri-Columbia
Hoerr, Stephen: Rockhurst University
Hoffman, Richard: Loyola University-Chicago
Hoffman, Ryan: University of Kansas
Hoffmann, Jackson: University of Missouri-Columbia
Hogrebe, Philip: University of Missouri-Columbia
Hoover, Ross: Missouri University of Science and Technology
Hovey, Andrew: St. Louis University
Hughes, Alexander: Missouri University of Science and
Technology
Jacobs, Addison: Loyola University-Chicago
Jacoby, Kyle: University of Missouri-Columbia
Jaskowiak, Mark: University of Missouri-Columbia
Judge, Patrick: Miami University-Ohio
Kabance, Joseph: University of Missouri-Columbia
Kaminski, Michael: Creighton University
Katagiri, Yuichiro: Washington University
Kaye, Robert: St. Louis University
Kiesewetter, Michael: Rockhurst University
King, Kolby: University of Missouri-St. Louis
Kish, Casey: Missouri University of Science and Technology
Kissling, Daniel: Indiana University
Kleinschmidt, Kevin: Marquette University
Koch, Ryan: University of Missouri-Columbia
Kohler, William: Columbia College
Konzen, Riley: Marquette University
Kramer, Mitchell: University of Missouri-Columbia
Kressig, Aaron: University of Missouri-Columbia
Kuebel, Sasha: University of Iowa
Kuhlman, Alexander: Texas Christian University
LaBelle, Brian: Marquette University
Lally, Patrick: St. Louis University
Laughlin, David: Creighton University
Laury, Stephan: DePaul University
L’Ecuyer, Daniel: Loyola University-Chicago
Leible, Timothy: University of Missouri-Columbia
Leuck, Kevin: University of Notre Dame
Lewchenko, Nicholas: St. Louis University
Lewis, John: University of Missouri-Columbia
Lindblad, Michael: University of Missouri-Columbia
Louis, Dylan: St. Louis University
Ludwig, Stephen: Missouri University of Science and
Technology
Luhmann, William: Loyola University-Chicago
Lumetta, Michael: Swarthmore College
Lux, Robert: Vanderbilt University
Macarthy, Tate: Truman State University
Majda, Thomas: Creighton University
Manuel, Zachary: Kansas State University
Margherio, Maximilian: University of Minnesota-Twin
Cities
Marifian, Gregory: Trinity University
Mayer, Robert: Creighton University
McCarthy, Timothy: University of Missouri-Columbia
McCoy, Timothy: St. Louis University
McDermott, John: Fontbonne University
McManus, William: St. Louis University
Meehan, Thomas: Indiana University
Meier, Joseph: University of Tulsa
Meiners, William: St. Louis University
Mentel, Michael: University of Missouri-Columbia
Merkel, Tim: University of Missouri-Columbia
Milner, John: College of the Holy Cross
Moore, Thomas: Indiana University
Moran, Miles: University of Missouri-Columbia
Moritz, William: University of Missouri-Columbia
Morrison, Thomas: University of Missouri-Columbia
Mueth, Eric: Kansas State University
Murray, Joseph: Marquette University
Nahlik, Philip: Loyola University-Chicago
Nguyen, Simon: St. Louis University
Oginni, Mogboluwaga: Creighton University
O’Leary, Patrick: Emory University
O’Meara, Kevin: University of Missouri-Columbia
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Orf, Evan: Lehigh University
Otten, Zachary: University of Miami-Florida
Patke, Michael: St. Louis University
Pazderka, Quinn: DePaul University
Pereira, Drew: Missouri University of Science and Technology
Perrini, Guistino: Missouri University of Science and
Technology
Petras, Clayton: University of South Florida-Tampa
Pettey, Timothy: University of Missouri-Columbia
Piening, Nicholas: Rockhurst University
Pitlyk, Bradley: St. Louis University
Plitt, Gilman: Colorado State University
Potter, Matthew: University of Dayton
Purcell, Samuel: Missouri University of Science and
Technology
Quinlan, Patrick: University of Notre Dame
Rackers, Timothy: University of Tulsa
Ragland, Justin: University of Mississippi
Randolph, Samuel: Seton Hall University
Rapisardo, Mark: Missouri University of Science and
Technology
Raterman, Daniel: Washington University in St. Louis
Ratermann, Alan: Rockhurst University
Rauschenbach, Zachary: St. Louis University
Reda, Patrick: University of Dayton
Reding, Ryan: University of Notre Dame
Reichenbach, James: University of Missouri-Columbia
Reid, Connor: Elon University
Reynolds, Robert: Missouri University of Science and
Technology
Rhodes, Elliot: Xavier University
Robben, Zachary: New Jersey Institute of Technology
Rose, Michael: St. Louis Community College-Florissant
Valley
Sachs, John: Grinnell College
Sansone, Lan: Indiana University
Schaefer, John: St. Louis University
Scheetz, Gregory: Truman State University
Schmidt, Nicholas: University of Missouri-Columbia
Schmitt, William: University of Missouri-Columbia
Schmittgens, Danny: University of Missouri-Columbia
Schneider, Henry: University of Missouri-Columbia
Schneier, Daniel: University of Missouri-Columbia
Schoessel, Andrew: Aurora University
Schonhoff, Jacob: Missouri State University
Schwetz, Nicholas: St. Louis University
Scozzafava, Ralph: Dartmouth College
Shaver, Joseph: Kenrick-Glennon Seminary
Silvestri, Brian: Southern Methodist University
Smith, Patrick: Loyola University-Chicago
Sottile, Alexander: Trinity University
Soucy, John: University of Missouri-Columbia
Stahlhuth, Dylan: University of Memphis
Stein, Eric: University of Missouri-Columbia
Stinehart, Dennis: John Carroll University
Stoeppler, Adam: Loyola University-Chicago
Swanger, Charles: University of Missouri-Columbia
Switzer, Timothy: Creighton University
Taaffe, John: University of Missouri-Columbia
Tegtmeyer, John: Missouri University of Science and
Technology
Tsikalas, John: University of Missouri-Columbia
Umana, Etefia: Loyola University-New Orleans
Urschler, Joseph: University of Missouri-Columbia
Van Camp, James: Loyola University-New Orleans
Voss, Dylan: Bellarmine University
Warner, Franklin: Gannon University
Warner, Matthew: Truman State University
Waters, Maxwell: St. Louis University
Weber, Brett: University of Missouri-Columbia
Webster, Karl: Illinois Institute of Technology
Wehner, Alex: University of Missouri-Columbia
Wells, Nathan: Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Westrich, Joseph: Loyola University-Chicago
Whealen, William: University of Missouri-Columbia
Wight, Ira (Ted): University of Pittsburgh
Wilhelm, Timothy: St. Louis University
Williams, Timothy: University of Missouri-Columbia
Williamson, Drew: Purdue University
Winn, Austin: University of Missouri-Columbia
Wolf, Stephen: University of Missouri-Columbia
Young, Edwin: University of Northern Iowa
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Academy of Art University (1): Warren Hager
Aurora University (1): Andrew Schoessel

Loyola University-New Orleans (3): Samuel
Hill, Etefia Umana, James Van Camp
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St. Louis Community College-Florissant Valley
(1): Michael Rose

Marquette University (6): Jacob Born, Anthony St. Louis University (23): Matthew Beckerle,
Greiner, Kevin Kleinschmidt, Riley Konzen, Brian Joseph Benoist, Adam Boehm, Stephen Deves,
LaBelle, Joseph Murray
Matthew Genova, Nicholas Hartzler, Daniel HeinBelmont University (1): Raymund Foronda
richs, Andrew Hovey, Robert Kaye, Patrick Lally,
Memphis, University of (1): Dylan Stahlhuth
Nicholas Lewchenko, Dylan Louis, Timothy McBlackburn College (1): Weston Biver
Coy, William McManus, William Meiners, Simon
Miami University-Ohio (1): Patrick Judge
Nguyen, Michael Patke, Bradley Pitlyk, Zachary
Cardinal Glennon Seminary (2): David Farel,
Rauschenbach, John Schaefer, Nicholas Schwetz,
Joseph Shaver
Miami, University of-Florida (2): Michael Maxwell Waters, Timothy Wilhelm
Anderson, Zachary Otten
Carleton College (1): Luke Hellwig
St. Louis University-Madrid, Spain (1): Andrew
Minnesota, University of-Twin Cities (2): John Beckerle
Colorado State University (1): Gilman Plitt
Brockgreitens, Maximilian Margherio
Seton Hall University (1): Samuel Randolph
Columbia College (2): Spencer Gusdorf, Wil- Mississippi, University of (1): Justin Ragland
liam Kohler
South Florida, University of (1): Clayton Petras
Missouri State University (1): Jacob Schonhoff
Columbia University (1): Michael Blair
Southeast Missouri State University (1): Daniel
Missouri University of Science and Technology Chiodini
Creighton University (8): Brendan Baldridge, (14): Thomas Dell’Orco, Benjamin Emnett, Kyle
Patrick Buckley, Michael Kaminski, David Laugh- Enslin, Kevin Flaker, Ross Hoover, Alexander Southern Methodist University (1): Brian
lin, Thomas Majda, Robert Mayer, Mogboluwaga Hughes, Casey Kish, Stephen Ludwig, Drew Silvestri
Oginni, Timothy Switzer
Pereira, Guistino Perrini, Samuel Purcell, Mark
Rapisardo, Robert Reynolds, John Tegtmeyer
Southwestern Illinois College (1): Hayden Day
Dartmouth College (1): Ralph Scozzafava
Missouri, University of-Columbia (52): Joseph Spring Hill College (2): Dylan Gardner, Patrick
Dayton, University of (4): Joseph Blume, Mat- Bentz, Ryan Bothmann, Brian Brown, John Bru- Hart
thew Geisman, Matthew Potter, Patrick Reda
sati, Luke Carden, Tyler Carron, Espen Conley,
Andrew Evola, Elliott Fish, Brian Gass, Michael Swarthmore College (1): Michael Lumetta
DePaul University (3): Mahdi Grady, Stephan Griffard, Michael Hagerty, Edward Harris, NaLaury, Quinn Pazderka
than Hewlett, Cy Hill, Daniel Hoefel, Jackson Texas Christian University (1): Alexander
Hoffmann, Philip Hogrebe, Kyle Jacoby, Mark Kuhlman
Elon University (1): Connor Reid
Jaskowiak, Joseph Kabance, Ryan Koch, Mitchell
Kramer, Aaron Kressig, Timothy Leible, John Trinity University (2): Gregory Marifian, AlEmory University (1): Patrick O’Leary
Lewis, Michael Lindblad, Timothy McCarthy, exander Sottile
Michael Mentel, Tim Merkel, Miles Moran, WilFontbonne University (1): John McDermott
liam Moritz, Thomas Morrison, Kevin O’Meara, Truman State University (10): Charles Brynac,
Timothy Pettey, James Reichenbach, Nicholas Alexander Cross, Joseph Earsom, Conor Gearin,
Gannon University (1): Franklin Warner
Schmidt, William Schmitt, Danny Schmittgens, Kevin Goessling, Joseph Hannan, Nicholas HerHenry Schneider, Daniel Schneier, John Soucy, rmann, Tate Macarthy, Gregory Scheetz, Matthew
Grinnell College (1): John Sachs
Eric Stein, C.J. Swanger, John Taaffe, John Tsi- Warner
kalas, Joseph Urschler, Brett Weber, Alex Wehner,
Harvard University (1): Nicholas Fandos
William Whealen, Timothy Williams, Austin Tulsa, University of (7): David Boll, Hans Brende,
Kevin Buettner, Conor Fellin, Patrick Fox, Joseph
Winn, Stephen Wolf
Holy Cross, College of the (1): John Milner
Meier, Timothy Rackers,
Illinois Institute of Technology (1): Karl Webster Missouri, University of-Kansas City (1): Austin
United States Military Academy (1): Jacob
Head
Chisholm
Indiana University (6): William Brennan, Alexander Childs, Daniel Kissling, Thomas Meehan, Missouri, University of-St. Louis (1): Kolby
United States Naval Academy (1): Joseph
King
Thomas Moore, Lan Sansone
Gardner
New Jersey Institute of Technology (1): ZachIowa, University of (1): Sasha Kuebel
Vanderbilt University (1): Robert Lux
ary Robben
James Madison University (1): Zachary HarNorthern Iowa, University of (1): Edwin Young Washington University (2): Yuichiro Katagiri,
wood
Daniel Raterman
John Carroll University (1): Dennis Stinehart Notre Dame, University of (5): Nathaniel Burggraf, Logan Hayward, Kevin Leuck, Patrick Westminster College (1): Nicholas Dooling
Johns Hopkins University (1): Samuel Harris Quinlan, Ryan Reding
Worcester Polytechnic Institute (1): Nathan
Wells
Kansas State University (2): Zachary Manuel, Ohio State University (1): Jonathan Conley
Eric Mueth
Xavier University (3): Kurt Backer, Andrew
Pittsburgh, University of (1): Ira Wight
Dziedzic, Elliot Rhodes
Kansas, University of (1): Ryan Hoffman
Purdue University (2): Joseph DeMaro, Drew
Entering the Society of Jesus (1): Aaron Heisohn
Williamson
Lehigh University (1): Evan Orf
Bellarmine University (1): Dylan Voss

Lindenwood University (1): Nicholas Frank
Loyola University-Chicago (11): Jonathan
Barber, Brian Bement, David Dang, Richard Hoffman, Addison Jacobs, Daniel L’Ecuyer, William
Luhmann, Philip Nahlik, Patrick Smith, Adam
Stoeppler, Joseph Westrich

Quincy University (1): Nicholas Byrne

Pursuing Jr. A Hockey (1): James Berger

Rockhurst University (9): Timothy Brotherton, United States Marine Corps (2): Conor Decker,
Robert Carr, Simon Clark, Andrew Eilers, Mar- Thomas George
celo Fernan, Stephen Hoerr, Michael Kiesewetter,
Undecided (2): David Dereak
Nicholas Piening, Alan Ratermann
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AROUND THE FIELDS

LACROSSE
Thursday, May 5
SLUH
Chaminade

2 1 0 1—4
0 2 2 1—6

First Quarter—1, SLUH, Reding 30
(Schoessel), 3:26. 2, SLUH, Reding 31
(Place), 0:11.
Second Quarter—3, SLUH, McHenry
5, 11:30. 4, Chaminade, 9:38. 5,
Chaminade, 7:50.
Third Quarter—6, Chaminade, 4:48. 7,
Chaminade, 2:10.
Fourth Quarter—7, SLUH, Reding 33
(Place), 10:40. 8, Chaminade, 3:55. 9,
Chaminade, 1:10.
It was a constant battle for both
SLUH’s and Chaminade’s offenses last
Thursday, as both teams’ defenses played
hard and fast the whole four quarters of
the game. SLUH controlled the first half
of the game with groundballs, clears,
and shots, taking a three-goal lead in the
second quarter.
Unfortunately, the U. High
offense began to lose momentum and
struggle against the strong defensive
Devils, who began to hold possession on
offense, putting sophomore goalie John
Lawder on his toes. Lawder made many
great saves but could not hold up.
“(Chaminade) capitalized on all
our mistakes. When we burned off, they
just kept going,” said senior midfielder
Andrew Schoessel.

Saturday, May 7
SLUH 4 1 2 6—13
DeSmet 2 1 4 3—10
First Quarter—1, SLUH, Place 29
(Reding), 11:22. 2, DeSmet, 7:38. 3,
SLUH, Place 30 (Reichenbach), 6:54. 4,
SLUH, Place 31, 4:03. 5, SLUH, Kusky
6, 1:39. 6, DeSmet, 0:09.
Second Quarter—7, SLUH, Leritz 17
(Schoessel), 8:29. 8, DeSmet, 4:11.
Third Quarter—9, DeSmet, 6:09. 10,
DeSmet, 5:10. 11, DeSmet, 2:51. 12,
SLUH, Moore 15 (Reding), 2:03. 13,
SLUH, Moore 16, 1:05.
Fourth Quarter—14, DeSmet, 11:02.
15, DeSmet, 10:07. 16, SLUH, Kressig
6 (Tlapek), 9:20. 17, SLUH, Moore 17,
8:38. 18, DeSmet, 7:48. 19, SLUH, Place
32, 7:28. 20, SLUH, Moore 18, 2:24. 21,
SLUH, Kusky 7, 1:30. 22, DeSmet, 0:30.
23, SLUH, Place 33 (Schoessel), 0:12.
The Jr. Billikens brought home
the Father Marco Cup this weekend after
their victory against DeSmet on Saturday.
Not expecting much of a challenge from
the Spartans this year, the Jr. Billikens
were caught off guard with strong
competition from DeSmet, especially in
their goalie, who had a total of 17 saves
and helped contribute to keeping SLUH in
range on the scoreboard.
“At the beginning of the game
we underestimated them because of how
we saw them play at the Indianapolis
tournament,” said senior defender Will
Moritz. “Our offense really picked it up in
the last quarter and moved the ball around
really fast.”
The Spartans got ahead of the Jr.
Bills during the fourth quarter, but luckily
SLUH’s offense took back over in the last
few minutes. Junior attack Thomas Place
put in five goals and senior midfielder
Mac Moore put in four and also caught
the eye of a St. Louis sports reporter who
interviewed him after the game.

“The fourth quarter proved to
be the highlight with four goals by Mac
Moore and improvement by the defense
from the third quarter,” said junior
defender John Jedlicka.
—Donnie Land

RUGBY
Saturday, May 7
SLUH		
15
University City 7

Sports

Underclassmen
(from 6)

4 x 200 meter relay—1, DeSmet,
1:31.33. 2, SLUH, 1:33.80. CBC, DQ.
4 x 400 meter relay—1, DeSmet,
3:31.01. 2, SLUH, 3:33.26. 3, Vianney,
3:58.65.
4 x 800 meter relay—1, SLUH,
8:37.56. 2, DeSmet, 9:51.57.

14—29
14—21

First Half
SLUH—Ludwig try (kick failed)
SLUH—Mulligan try (Schwetz kick)
University City—try (kick good)
SLUH—Schwetz penalty kick
Second Half
University City—try (kick good)
SLUH—Dell’Orco try (Schwetz kick)
University City—try (kick good)
SLUH—Kerwood try (Schwetz kick)
The varsity rugby squad took on
the University City Lions last Saturday
in a crucial District matchup. The Jr.
Bills needed to blow out U. City, and
CBC needed to drop their game against
Priory in order for SLUH to have a shot at
making State.
But unfortunately, neither
happened, and so the Bills have been
eliminated from State contention. The
highest they can now finish at State will be
fifth.
—Justin Sinay

TRACK
MCC Championship
100 meter dash—1, Jamaal
Robinson, sophomore, CBC, 11.44. 2,
Durron Neal, junior, DeSmet, 11.66. 3,
Christian Lukas, junior, SLUH, 11.85. 5,
DJ DeVivo, sophomore, SLUH, 11.90.
200 meter dash—1, Durron
Neal, junior, DeSmet, 22.58. 2, Jamaal
Robinson, sophomore, CBC, 22.68. 3,
Alex Groesch, sophomore, SLUH, 23.27.
10, Tommy Behr, junior, SLUH, 25.98.
400 meter dash—1, Johnell
Williams, senior, DeSmet, 51.46. 2, Tim
Pickel, junior, DeSmet, 52.46. 3, Jack
Milford, junior, SLUH, 52.83. 4, Luke
Gilsinger, junior, SLUH, 52.92.
800 meter run—1, John Esswein,
freshman, SLUH, 1:59.93. 2, Brian
Scherping, senior, DeSmet, 2:01.70. 3,
Alex, Potter, senior, DeSmet, 2:04.10. 4,
Dan Raterman, senior, SLUH, 2:05.00.
1600 meter run—1, Tim
Rackers, senior, SLUH, 4:24.13. 2, Kevin
Abernathy, senior, DeSmet, 4:36.55. 3,
Joe Meier, senior, SLUH, 4:38.58.
3200 meter Run—1, Tim
Rackers, senior, SLUH, 9:43.26. 2,
Nathan Rubbelke, junior, SLUH, 9:52.00.
3, Kevin Abernathy, senior, DeSmet,
9:59.34.
110 meter hurdles—1, C.J.
Durham, junior, DeSmet, 16.81. 2, Matt
McCarthy, junior, SLUH, 17.38. 3, Justin
Genova, sophomore, DeSmet, 18.09. 5,
Tommy Behr, junior, SLUH, 18.33.
300 meter Hurdles —1, Matt
McCarthy, junior, SLUH, 41.81. 2, C.J.
Durham, junior, DeSmet, 42.15. 3, Dan
Williams, junior, SLUH, 42.24.
4 x 100 meter relay—1, CBC,
43.30. 2, DeSmet, 43.79. 3, SLUH, 46.34.
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High Jump—1, Stephen Pace,
senior, DeSmet, 6-04.00. 2, Luke Hagerty,
junior, SLUH, 5-10.00. 2, Michael Fields,
senior, Vianney, 5-10.00. 6, Alex Piening,
freshman, SLUH, J5-08.00.
Boys Pole Vault—1, Kyle
Didion, sophomore, CBC, 11-06.00. 2,
Matt Mainieri, senior, DeSmet, 11-00.00.
3, Josh Walkup, junior, Chaminade,
J11-00.00. 4, Daniel Appelbaum, junior,
SLUH, 10-06.00. Christian Lukas, junior,
SLUH, NH.
Long Jump—1, Brandon James,
junior, CBC, 20-03.50. 2, Kevin Hundelt,
senior, Chaminade, 19-08.00. 3, DJ
DeVivo, sophomore, SLUH, 19-07.50. 6,
Dan Williams, junior, SLUH, 18-09.00.
Triple Jump—1, Darryl
Satterfield, junior, CBC, 42-09.50. 2,
Justin LaBelle, junior, DeSmet 41-09.00.
3, Tyrone Blackmon, junior, CBC, 4009.00. 5, Alex Groesch, sophomore,
SLUH, 39-02.75. 6, Brendan Clark,
sophomore, SLUH, 37-07.00.
Discus Throw—1, Alex Cross,
senior, SLUH, 134-08. 2, Simon Clark,
senior, SLUH, 121-08. 3, Roddrick
Williams, senior, DeSmet, 121-00.
Shot Put—1, Alex Cross, senior,
SLUH, 46-03.00. 2, Michael O’Fallon,
senior, Vianney, 45-11.50. 3, Roddrick
Williams, senior, DeSmet, 45-05.50. 6,
Gerard Gayou, junior, SLUH, 43-02.00.
Team Scores
1) DeSmet			
134
2) SLUH			
128
3) CBC				
57
4) Vianney			29
5) Chaminade			
12
The St. Louis U. High track team
went into the Metro Catholic Conference
Championships with high expectations.
Having won this meet at the varsity level
five times in a row, the Jr. Bills looked
to make it six. Unfortunately, the track
squad could not pull it off, falling to
their biggest track rivals this year, the
DeSmet Spartans, by a small margin of six
points. The distance squad did as well as
expected, with senior captain Tim Rackers
placing first in the 3200-meter and the
1600-meter runs. Freshman prodigy John
Esswein also did well, placing first in the
800-meter and breaking the two-minute
mark once again. The sprinters struggled,
but junior Matt McCarthy broke their
slump with a first-place finish in the
300-meter hurdles. The field events lived
up to expectation with senior captains
Alex Cross and Simon Clark placing first
and second in both the shot put and discus.
The Jr. Bills will look to make an impact
at this Saturday's Districts championship
meet at McCluer High School to qualify
for sectionals and then onward to State.
—Evan Becton

JV Ultimate (1-9)

Saturday May 7
State Tournament (0-3)
The Jr. Bills lost all three of their games,
11-0 to Priory, 11-3 to Ladue, and 11-2 to
Marquette.

B Baseball (12-3)

Thursday, May 5
SLUH 11, Chaminade 6
Through nine innings of great play, sophomore Matt Lynas led the Jr. Bills in cheers
from the bench in order to rally the team to
an 11-6 victory over Chaminade
Friday, May 6
SLUH 5, Granite City 3
Sophomore Michael Potter went one for two
at the plate with the Jr. Bills getting another
victory against Granite City.
Monday, May 9
CBC 4, SLUH 2
Sophomore Clark DeWoskin went one for
three with a triple.
Wednesday, May 11
SLUH 3, Vianney 2
SLUH beat Vianney in the eigth inning on a
sacrifice bunt by sophomore J.J. Guenther,
which moved sophomore Michael Potter
to third base and allowed him to score on a
throwing error by Vianney. This broke a 2-2
tie and led SLUH to the win.

— Matt Whalen

JV Tennis (11-2)

Thursday, May 5
SLUH 3, Kirkwood 0
SLUH easily beat Kirkwood’s JV in a shortened match and gave up only a few games.

— Stephen Lumetta

Golf sectionals

(from 5)
for the year. He finished with a seven-over
78, eventually taking ninth place out of 50
players.
Schaeffer attributed his score to focus.
“I keyed in on having one swing thought,”
he said. Schaeffer’s short game is one of the
best on the team, and he says that has helped
him all year.
Hutchison had his worst round of the
year with an 87. He did not play all that
badly, but his short game let him down.
Hutchison had eight three-putts and some bad
chipping as well. Glad to have participated
at the sectional level at all, he was not upset
about his day.
Poplar Bluff had a huge advantage playing at their home course, and Parkway South,
with Kansas State signee Kyle Weldon, tied
for first place at Sectionals with a score of
318. Both teams will take their talents to
Twin Oaks in Springfield for State.
Schaeffer said “I expect to continue to
get more consistent at State and to experience what I need to so I can use it in my next
three years.”
He hopes to have two consistent rounds
at State and learn a lot for the rest of his high
school career.

Feature
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Heine ’06 and Troy ’07 compete in NCAA Volleyball Championships
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Former teammates, now
Ohio State and USC seniors,
wrapped up their college careers

in blocks per set as a senior. In all four of
Heine’s playing years, Ohio State won the
Midwestern Intercollegiate Volleyball Association (MIVA) league championship, thus
by Eric Mueth
earning an automatic bid into the playoffs.
assistant sports editor
Previously though, they were the No. 4 seed
or two St. Louis U. High alumni, the each time and had to face the top team. But
past few weeks have been a wild ride to this year, Ohio State was awarded a No. 3
the end of their collegiate athletic careers. seed in the semifinals.
Ohio State volleyball has been strong
Kevin Heine, ’06, and Murphy Troy, ’07,
both competed in the NCAA Men’s Vol- for many years, but until this year had never
leyball Championships, seeking a title in won a National Championship. Heine and the
their last chance. Heine, a fifth year senior other core group of seniors’ goal was to do
PHOTO FROM 2006 DAUPHIN YEARBOOK
just that, but after falling in the
semifinals for
three straight
years, the team
headed into the
playoffs hungrier and more
experienced
than ever.
After
splitting the
season series
with Penn State,
Ohio State
faced them in
a rubber match
on Penn State’s
home court for
a spot in the
finals.
T h e
Buckeyes dominated the first
set, winning 25Heine (far left, 17) and Troy (far right, 11) pose for a SLUH team photo in 2006.
18. After dropat Ohio State University, was returning ping the second set to even the match, Ohio
to his fourth straight National semifinals, State regrouped, and won the next two sets
while Troy, a true senior at the University each by a slim margin, but by enough to
of Southern California, led an extremely clinch the victory.
“We knew that they were the better
talented No. 1 ranked team.
While at SLUH, Heine and Troy played team, the more talented team, and we knew
together for three years. They became really that we had what it would take to get to the
close on and off the court while leading championship match. So we left it all out
SLUH to dominance as a volleyball pow- there and beat them,” said Heine.
On the other side of the bracket, the
erhouse in the state and playing for the St.
Louis High Performance volleyball club. No. 1 Trojans were pitted against the feisty
Both shared a runner-up State finish in 2006, Gauchos of UC-Santa Barbara. Troy, the
Heine’s senior year. Both won State titles, team co-captain, and USC brought in their
though they won them separately (Heine impressive 23-3 record, but had just been
defeated by UCSB in the Mountain Pacific
won in 2003, and Troy won in 2007).
“Murph is a great guy and we are really Sports Federation (MPSF) tournament finals.
good friends,” said Heine. “It was awesome In what would end up being his final college
just to see him develop over (the) time (we match, Troy finished with 18 kills and six
digs, but his normally dominant serving was
played together).”
Heine began being recruited as a junior off. A great season ended in just a heartbeat,
at SLUH by various schools and eventually but Troy’s illustrious career cannot be overchose Ohio State. Heine, along with four looked.
Four years earlier, Troy headed out
other incoming freshmen at Ohio State, was
given a redshirt year to sit out, get bigger in to Southern California. In Troy’s senior
the weight room, and learn the Buckeyes’ season at SLUH he was named a first team
All-American and the Post-Dispatch Player
system.
“In a way it’s hard because you have of the Year, and felt he needed to go to a
to stay an extra year, you’ve got to sit an college where he could take his skill level
extra year, but it prepares us a lot better for even higher. Because of the West Coast
competition once we actually get to that dominance associated with NCAA men’s
volleyball, the logical decision for Troy was
stage,” said Heine.
With practices during the season locking to head out west.
“L.A. is a lot different than St. Louis, but
him up from 2 p.m. until 7 p.m. daily as well
as off-season lifting, academically Heine had it’s been a really fun place to spend my last
a chance to spread his classes out and ease four years. I’ve made a lot of great friends
his burden. Heine finished his classes at the out here that have made my experience aweend of the third quarter this year, earning an some,” Troy said of his transition.
After arriving at the USC volleyball
undergraduate degree in science and a minor
in business, and has spent the remainder of practice facilities, the 6’8” Troy wasted no
time to set his place in their program. As
the school year working an internship.
“I was prepared for how hard it was a freshman, Troy started all 29 matches at
going to be academically, and I had a lot outside hitter and led the team in aces (19th
of other things going on at SLUH too, so I ranked nationally).
Academically, Troy chose to major in
already had the ability to balance my schedule,” Heine said of the transition from high physics. On a typical day, Troy would go
school to college, and how he was able to to classes in the morning, practice and the
earn a degree while playing top-notch vol- weight room in the afternoon, and sometimes
more classes in the evening.
leyball.
Troy said, “It’s a busy schedule, but it
As a sophomore, the 6’5” middle
blocker started 15 matches, and provided also keeps me focused and motivated.”
During Troy’s sophomore season, the
double-digit kills four times. As his career
progressed, Heine made a name for himself Trojans as a team were even more impressive,
as the blocker, as he ranked 38th nationally earning a spot in the NCAA Championships

F
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due to a MPSF tournament upset victory. year, to be the best, to end the year with the
Troy, who moved from outside hitter to op- National Championship and it feels great
posite hitter mid-season, was named to the to have actually accomplished that. (To)
first team All-America squad, and helped the end my season, my career, with a National
Trojans overcome No. 1 ranked UC-Irvine Championship victory, you know you can’t
and No. 2 ranked Pepperdine in order to ask for a better way to go out,” he said.
Heine felt honored to be a part of Ohio
clinch a spot in the playoffs.
In what seemed to be a miraculous, State volleyball history amid a slew of AllCinderella-like season, USC was stopped Americans and several Olympians.
“It’s crazy to think that none of those
short, losing in the finals in heartbreaking
guys were able to do what we did: winning
fashion.
“I learned that things don’t come easy, a National Championship,” he said.
Ohio State is the first team from the
and you have to prepare as much and as
completely as you possibly can in order to MIVA to ever win a championship. This goes
be successful. I think that because of that, to show how difficult historically the MPSF
I worked harder in my final two years here has been and how much of a challenge it is to
than I ever have in my whole life,” said Troy. even make the playoffs for teams like USC.
After a preseason No. 1 ranking the Troy said of Heine, “He was a lot of fun to
next season, the Trojans faced Heine and the be around and he’s a really hard worker. I’m
Buckeyes early on. Heine noted how neat it not surprised at all at the success he’s had.”
Heine added that the championship has
was to square up against his former teammate, wishing it could have happened again helped the school out tremendously because
this past season. In this particular meeting, of the controversy that has been surrounding
Southern California rolled over Ohio State in the athletic program.
“With all the bad things going on with
three sets, and proved why they were No. 1.
Despite early dominance though, both Troy Ohio State athletics now especially, it was
and the team struggled and the season ended nice for us to get a win here,” he said.
COURTESY OF KEVIN HEINE
with a disappointing
16-11 record.
In his final season, USC was as
dominant as ever.
This time, the Trojans held their No. 1
ranking, and kept it
all season long. As
co-captain for the
second straight year,
Troy and the Trojans
only faltered twice
during the regular
season. Troy was
named a first team
All-American for
the second time, as
well as the MPSF
player of the year.
A day before the
NCAA Championships, Troy earned
the greatest individual honor possible,
by being named the
American Volleyball
Coaches Association
(AVCA) National
Player of the Year.
Sadly though, UCSB
ended USC’s title
hopes by knocking
them out in the semiHeine (middle, 2) goes up for the block against UCSB in the finals.
finals.
As for the future for the two, Troy plans
“It is not the way I wanted it to end, but
that’s just the reality of sports,” Troy said. on training with the U.S. national team this
Heine hoped that Ohio State would see summer and playing professionally overseas
USC in the championship, but instead, they starting in the fall, while Heine says he’s
leaning toward finding a job and not pursuwould face the Gauchos.
Heine boasted jokingly, “We still would ing a career in international volleyball or
have won the National Championship, but it anything like that.
“I’m not totally sure one way or the other
would have been a lot of fun to play Murph
right now. Now that I’m done with college
and to beat Murph.”
Heine didn’t underestimate UCSB volleyball, I have to sit down and see what
though. He said, “They were undoubtedly my options are,” said Heine.
Right now is just the time for Troy and
the hottest team in volleyball before the
championship game, and they were definitely Heine to soak in the remnants of collegiate
the favorites, I would say, because of what athletics and realize how amazing both of
they had done to USC the last two times they their careers have been.
“I loved every minute of my college
played.”
In the culmination of his college vol- experience, and if I could do it all over, I’d
leyball career, Heine and the Buckeyes do the exact same thing,” said Troy. “I think
took care of business and won the National what I will miss most will be practicing with
my best friends every day.”
Championship.
Heine said of why they overcame UCSB,
“We scouted them really well and knew
their tendencies—what they were going to
do in different situations and I think that’s
ultimately what won it for us.”
The championship was the school’s first,
and the perfect way to end a career.
“I’m not even sure that it’s really set in
what it really means yet. But obviously for
me personally, that’s always your goal every
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Volleyball secures MCC title
by John Sachs
reporter

W

ith a win against DeSmet on Senior
Night on Wednesday, the St. Louis U.
High Jr. Bills clinched the Metro Catholic
Conference (MCC) title as they head into
the District Tournament this weekend.
On Monday, SLUH took on Althoff
Catholic High School at Althoff and came
away with a victory. Though they typically
have a hard time getting started in Monday
games, the Jr. Bills quickly took down the
Crusaders, handily beating them in two
matches, 25-13 and 25-8. In that game, senior
Dan Schneier made his first appearance on
court this season after being injured over the
summer.
Fresh off their win against Althoff, the
Volleybills approached Senior Night with
plenty of confidence as they faced off against
their old rivals. The game got off to a backand-forth start. After an ace by senior Zak
Robben made the score 3-1 in the Jr. Bills’
favor, DeSmet had a brief rally to take the
lead, 6-4.
The two teams would trade points as the
defenses struggled against one another. DeSmet was in its element in terms of blocking,
and SLUH kept recovering each time the ball
was blocked. As the two defenses duked it
out, the momentum shifted in SLUH’s favor
after Robben scored several points to make
the game 11-9. The lead went to 13-10, when
DeSmet called the first timeout of the game.
After the timeout, the SLUH offense
floundered a little as DeSmet regained some
ground. After DeSmet rallied to make the
score 20-19, SLUH broke away to make it
22-19, but called a timeout when DeSmet
tied the game at 22. The two teams tied again
at 23-23, but DeSmet pulled out the win in
the first game 25-23.
“I knew we could pull it out and tried
to stay optimistic, but it didn’t seem like it
was going to happen just from how things
have gone in past years,” said senior Elliot
Rhodes.
After a first game loss, the Jr. Bills had
to recover in the second game, and that’s just
what they did. Good play on both sides kept
the game close, but kills by senior Willie
Whealen and sophomore Tommy Beckmann
carried the team through the middle game.
After they tied at 15, the Spartans took the
lead 19-17, but again the Jr. Bills equalized.
Senior Alex Hughes then took up the killing
mantle, keeping the game close and giving
SLUH 24-23 lead. Junior Luke Naegeli got

the final kill to win it for SLUH, 25-23.
“After a close win (in the) second game,
we had a tremendous amount of momentum
which made the third game easy,” said
Rhodes.
The third game, in contrast to the first
two, was a blowout and seemed to favor
the Junior Bills right from the beginning.
The Jr. Bills quickly opened a 9-3 lead over
the Spartans, then built it to 14-7 after the
referees had to consult on a few points and
DeSmet called the first timeout of the last
game.
The same names that dominated the first
two games showed up even more in the final
one. Hughes, Beckmann, and Whealen all
got more kills this game.
After a short DeSmet rally made it 1611, Whealen’s serving fueled the team to a
19-11 lead, and a kill by Beckmann made
the score 20-13. Beckmann scored five of
the team’s last six points with a variety of
kills and blocks for a final score of 25-15,
ending the match in SLUH’s favor 2-1.
“The third game was annihilation,” said
Naegeli.
The win against DeSmet secured the
MCC title and gives the team a great morale
boost before the State tournament. A loss
against DeSmet would have left SLUH
as MCC co-champions with CBC, but the
win secured the title. With three of the top
four teams in the state in the MCC, as well
as Vianney (which is in a different playoff
class), SLUH’s win this year can be seen
as a good indication of progress throughout
the season. Rhodes, however, showed some
apprehension.
“It feels great to win the MCC, but MCC
champs have lost State in the past, so we
need to keep working hard,” said Rhodes.
SLUH goes into the Districts tournament this weekend, and potentially the State
tournament, ranked No.2 behind Oakville,
whom SLUH has never faced; DeSmet is
ranked No.3.
“Beating DeSmet was huge on Senior
Night, and coming back really showed that
we can stay with and beat any team,” said
Whealen.
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Becker plans to continue
teaching English
by Jack Godar
reporter

A

fter a year as an Alumni Service Corps
(ASC) volunteer, Robert Becker and
his pith hat are moving on to greener pastures. Becker, who graduated from Truman
State University and DeSmet Jesuit High
School, taught two sections of junior English this year.
In his year at St. Louis U. High, Becker
became known for his tendency to act out
scenes from the literature he taught. He
worked closely with English teacher Jim
Raterman, who helps mentor the ASC volunteers, and impressed the veteran teacher.
Raterman described Becker as “very focused,
very earnest, very bright,” and said that
Becker spent a lot of time planning for his
classes.
“He’s just a good, decent guy,” Raterman said. “It’s always exciting working with
someone who pushes back, who wants to
work, too.”
Becker said that he enjoyed watching
the juniors develop into the leaders of SLUH,
especially in the last few weeks. Becker also
said that he enjoyed getting to be a part of

the school community.
“Just getting to be part of the culture
… the atmosphere here at SLUH, it’s been
something really special,” Becker said. “I’ll
really miss it.”
Becker said that after he finishes his year
as an ASC volunteer, he plans to continue
teaching high school English.
Students said that Becker always kept
class interesting and that he was very good
at teaching the subject material.
“He’s a really good actor, and he takes
literature to the extreme,” said junior Michael
Franz.
Becker said that some of his favorite
moments while teaching at SLUH have come
as a result of his pith hat.
“We’ve had times in class drawing from
my ridiculous pith helmet,” he said.
Becker’s colleagues will also miss the
hat, which served the English Department
as a place to put quizzes and hide papers.
“Sometimes he’ll find papers in it,” said
Raterman, who said that he was one of the
teachers who would hide things in the hat.
“I think we’ll miss his pith hat,” he said.

Huether plans to move to
D.C. to further career
by Nate Heagney
core staff

T

im Huether might never teach an
English class again. He might never
answer a student’s Catch-22 question or
leave red ink sprawled across another
analytical essay. But as Huether, who came
to teach at SLUH this year as part of the
Alumni Service Corps (ASC) program,
prepares to depart, he realizes the lessons
he learned in his year as a junior English
teacher will serve him on whatever career
path he eventually chooses.
Huether plans to move to Washington
D.C. next year, where he attended college
at Georgetown University and applied for
several jobs. After graduating from SLUH
in 2006, Huether moved on to Georgetown,
where he majored in Science, Technology,
and International Affairs with a concentration in energy and environment, which made
Huether’s experience teaching English at
SLUH an interesting and enjoyable, if isolated, one.
“The first thing I’ll really think of is the
supportive community, and I think I’ve talked
in conversation with some faculty members
and probably some students about this, but
just how everyone here really wants you to
succeed and is looking for you to succeed
and is trying to offer their help in whatever
way they can,” said Huether. “And that’s
been really nice for me because my academic
background is not English literature at all,
and I feel like, through a combination of
having engaged students who really want
to learn, with help from Mr. Missey in particular, and Mr. Raterman and Mr. Becker
too, that the department has been really nice
in particular.”
Huether said that he experienced both
ups and downs teaching this year. The high
points were things such as teaching Catch-22
and a time in November when Huether had
his students read several short stories by a
favorite author of his, Dave Eggers. Low
points came in the form of essay grading,
but there were the rewarding moments when
students would write a great essay.
However, with both the highs and the
lows of teaching, Huether said there were
plenty of lessons to be found in his return
to the school where he spent four years as a
student.
“My oral communications skills have
gotten better,” said Huether. “And the other

thing too is just trying to convey an idea to
someone who doesn’t understand it in the
same way that I do. Just trying to look at a
problem differently.”
Junior Jimmy Griffard, who had Huether
in class, said that Huether succeeded not
only in helping communicate the material to
his classmates, but also in forming personal
relationships with those students.
“He had a completely different teaching
style than any teacher I’ve had. He was able
to see more through a student and a teacher’s
eye so, not only could he bring like an authoritarian perspective, but he could also
interact with the students a lot better than
teachers who are a lot older,” said Griffard.
“It has been great fun to work with Tim
again this year—to see his incredible poise,
his quick laugh, his genuine warmth applied
to the challenges of teaching students to
read and write more perceptively. He is a
person with immense gifts, and I’m glad he
chose to share them with us this year,” said
English teacher Steve Missey, with whom
Huether worked this year. Huether worked
with Missey on the Prep News for four years,
including as an editor his junior year and as
editor in chief his senior year.
Besides teaching, Huether also coached
SLUH’s Ultimate frisbee team to a thirdplace State finish. He also helped tutor students at Loyola Academy and served as an
advisor for the Prep News. Huether said he
thoroughly enjoyed coaching the Ultimate
team and might continue to coach when he
returns to Washington D.C.
“I think for whatever reason that sport
draws people that are enthusiastic and loving
of what they are doing and I hope I encouraged that atmosphere on the team,” said
Huether.
Last week, Huether applied for a position at a firm that analyzes political risk in
Eastern Europe. Huether said that since he
is still not completely sure about his career
plans, a job in a think-tank would be ideal
as Huether looks for work before graduate
school.
“I’ll have to go back to school at some
point in time, and I’ve thought about grad
school, but it just wouldn’t make sense right
now when I’m still a little bit unsure about
what I want to do,” said Huether.
For now, Huether will teach his few
remaining classes before exams, hoping to
impart a few more lessons and maybe pick
up a lesson or two of his own along the way.
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From left: ASC volunteers Tim Huether, Robert Becker, and Ben Farley.
Huether and Becker depart SLUH after this year, while Farley while continue to teach and assist in the Admissions Office.

Farley to work in Admissions,
continue to teach history
by Paul Fister
reporter

B

en Farley, ’06, who taught three freshman Global History classes this year,
will return to St. Louis U. High next year
to continue teaching history. However he
will teach only two classes in order to fill
the position of assistant admissions director. Farley will also be head junior varsity
football coach.
Farley has been helping out with admissions alongside Director of Admissions Anja
Schmelter this school year, though he did not
officially work in the admissions office, as
she explained.
“(Mr. Farley) did not work in the admissions office, but he assisted our office,
primarily coordinating and training all the
students that participated in Open House and
other admissions events conducting tours,”
said Schmelter. “He was very instrumental
in making sure that tours went smoothly.”
Farley explained that when he attended
SLUH, he was involved in admissions, which
helped him navigate the admissions office.
In the beginning of the year when he met
with Schmelter for the first time for a new
teacher interview, Farley brought up that he
would be happy to help with admissions, and
he has been doing so since. Throughout the
year, Farley has set up several admissions
events, the highlight being the tour guide
training and coordination for fall Open
House.
“I also helped with the Illinois family
night, the middle school night with (Director
of Diversity) Mr. (Chip) Clatto, and made
some slight revisions to the tour handbook,”
he said.
Farley’s job next year as Assistant Director of Admissions consists of conducting
many of the incoming student interviews.
Beyond that he will be organizing admissions
events and helping Schmelter and Hannick
as much as possible.
“It’s a new position, and there’s nothing
written in pen about what I will be doing,” he
said. “It is going to be realizing what are the
demands of admissions, what do we want to
do with admissions that maybe we haven’t

had a chance to do before.”
Farley will work with Hannick and
Schmelter on different admissions events,
including the Open House tours and the
daily tours, the extent of which has yet to
be determined.
Farley has taught three freshman Global
History classes this year, and students admire
his teaching style.
“He definitely knew what he was doing,” said freshman Sam Krausz. “He was
able to really engage the class. We played
multiple games during the year. His skills
in the classroom and his experience with
admissions this year and as a student will
help him with his job next year,” said Krausz.
Krausz added that Farley is a big supporter of group work, and helps as much
as he can to help all of his classmates stay
connected and know each other.
Adding to his jobs during school hours,
Farley was assistant junior varsity football
coach this year. Next year he will be moving
up to head junior varsity coach.
“Its another thing I love,” he said. “I
love coaching; I love football. I played when
I was here.”
As a member of the Alumni Service
Corps (ASC), he has enjoyed his teaching
experience.
“It’s a great program,” said Farley. “It’s
a way to give back to the Jesuit education
we all received. I think giving back to what
has been given back to you in life is an important idea that students here need to learn,
whichever way they do it. ASC is one way
of doing it.”
Farley considers himself incredibly fortunate to have been able to come back as an
ASC member, and greatly enjoys teaching.
“Working on the other side of the desk
is fun,” said Farley. “You learn some things
you didn’t as a student. I loved my experience at SLUH as a teacher just as much as
I did as a student.”
Farley looks forward to his career at
SLUH next year, working closely with his
associates.

Charles de Gaulle
quote of the week

“Faced by the bewilderment of my countrymen, by the disintegration
of a government in thrall to the enemy, by the fact that the institutions
of my country are incapable, at the moment, of functioning, I, General
de Gaulle, a French soldier and military leader, realize that I now speak
for France.”
-Charles de Gaulle
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Faculty follow-up to results of tech survey
(from 1)
The art department is committed to
continuing the use of technology in the
classroom and spent, according to Mueller,
$10,000 this past summer on new editions of
Photoshop for the design classes. Although
he said he would love for students to not
have to wait in line for the computers, he
plans to have no more than one-third of the
projects done on them.
Although the foreign language department was left off of the survey, Russian
teacher Rob Chura commented on the possible use of iPads in his classes as portable
language labs. He also talked about the possibility of taking attendance more efficiently.
For example, he suggested that instead of
making an announcement at the beginning
of Activity Period, students could just send
a message to his iPad.
Chura did see the disadvantages as well.
“Immediately, when you think about
the possibility of trying to teach to a room
full of kids that have access to all kinds of
things that would distract them from what
you’re trying to do in the classroom,” said
Chura. “You want to preserve that classical
teacher-student dialogue (and) relationship
without that iPad getting in the way of that.”
He also added that he would want
everybody to be on the same page. So, he
would only want them if the entire class had
access to the materials.
Physics teacher Paul Baudendistel
talked about how a new technological device
could be used in science, which polled in the
middle of the spectrum. Baudendistel said
that a device “could certainly help with science instruction.” He mentioned the ability
to watch simulations of how things would
move with different forces as one possible

benefit. He saw it very beneficial in secondary instruction, after a student has taken one
course in the subject.
However, Baudendistel was wary of
using it in class.
“Day-to-day? I’m wed to the idea of
students constructing models in their mind
of reality and I would think the more active
you are in that construction, even if the
technology is low level––I’ve got to think
that helps you,” said Baudendistel.
He also mentioned preserving the
student-teacher relationship is a goal, and
that technology could inhibit that. Finally,
he added that students will probably not be
as on task if they had something in their
hands.
History teacher Bob O’Connell saw a
little more value in a device. Although he
was surprised at social studies’ number, he
explained some of the number by suggesting
students may see value in taking notes on
the device or watching a YouTube video of
a JFK speech in class.
O’Connell added that he doesn’t particularly want every student to have one and
doesn’t think it is necessary. He said that if
any decision is made, it should ultimately
be up to the teacher whether they want to
use it every day or just occasionally.
“In the same way, I can do that myself
with my laptop. I can have it up there; I can
have us all see it. So, I don’t know how
even with my example, my class was even
enhanced by that,” said O’Connell.
English teacher David Callon said that
he was skeptical of how much students have
used e-readers and iPads to read things before
saying they would like to use them. Callon
did note that he bikes to school and it would

be nicer to cut down on his paper load.
However, Callon added, “Fundamentally, nothing about those devices is going
to make what we do any easier, and my only
concern is that it feels quicker.”
Callon said that a teacher’s job is often
to slow down his or her students a bit, to
make them consider what they are reading.
He, like Baudendistel, said that something
like that could be really useful outside of class
but not as much in class. He mentioned the
possibility of peer-editing essays on Google
Docs or looking up definitions quickly while
reading an assignment.
According to Callon, SLUH stays in
the middle and considers questions very
carefully which he values.
Theology teacher Charlie Martel also
weighed in on the issue. He said that he
might like to use them occasionally, but not
80 to 90 percent of the time. Theology had a
percentage on the lower end of the spectrum,
but Martel seemed to hope it would have
been lower.
He said that there was a use for them,
such as in working on a project or looking
up information about historical characters
and events, but they do not always have a
place in everyday classes.
He reiterated emphasis on maintaining
the teacher-student relationship stating that
he wanted to maintain the conversation that
occurs in his classes.
Math teacher and head of the technology committee Dan See said that there was
“great potential” in these devices, but he
did not want to jump into them. He said that
currently all of the discussion is about how
the school might respond to kids bringing
them in on their own.
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He said that he wouldn’t assume they
would be a distraction for a student, should
the student bring one in, but if the student
was asked to put it away, he should.
See mentioned that writing notes is
important as well, and it would be nice if
the device had a notepad version for that
purpose.
He said the “jury is still out” on whether
a tablet-computing device would be useful.
He said that he sensed the school was open
to it, but would have to have a lot more
discussions.
Principal John Moran summarized the
school’s position on technology that SLUH
wants to bring in as much technology as is
useful. Accordingly, the school does not
plan on purchasing one-to-one technology
in the near future. However, Moran plans
on having meetings this summer to revise
the parent-student handbook to include rules
governing the use of iPads and e-readers.
Assistant Principal for Mission Jim Linhares stressed the importance of continuing
to evaluate these devices.
“There’s no hiding from this technology,” said Linhares. “Because these tools
are powerful, potentially these are tools that
are powerful in fulfilling the school’s mission, which is forming students, informing
students, and ultimately changing the world.”
Linhares said that SLUH needs to learn
to master the devices and use them to affect
change. He did add, however, that technology
is hard to anticipate. He said that SLUH needs
to reflect and continue to evaluate problems
that may arise before making any decisions,
and that students need to be taught to be
responsible and reject things that could be
distracting.

Fine Arts

in the Spotlight
PHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO

From left: fine arts teachers Mary Whealon and Joan Bugniz, senior Clayton Petras, and art teacher John Mueller. Petras won the Best in Show award at the Student Art Show Wednesday night for his triptych.
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From left: junior Adam Hunn, senior Ray Foronda, junior Sam Herbig, and senior Pat Lally at the spring Varsity Chorus concert, held Wednesday night in the theater.

Seniors Anthony Greiner and Nick Hartzler perform in the Symphonic Band
concert last night.
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Perspective: Drowning in college mail
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(from 1)
quickly became unscientific, and some folders became more like rings in Dante’s Hell
than categories with clear, empirical criteria.
The folder “last chance” was designed
to hold e-mails that used the urgency of time
running out to catch my eye. Three-hundred
and thirty-five e-mails ended up in this folder,
but towards the end, almost every single
e-mail’s subject was screaming “There’s
still time left to apply!” so that’s probably
a low estimate. The folder “correct address”
quickly swelled to 101 e-mails asking me
to confirm that this was my correct e-mail
address. Though not a folder, two dozen
e-mails told me I deserved various things:
“a job,” “the world,” “to live in a palace.”
There was a folder each for e-mails including the words “prepared,” “interested,” and
“impressed.”
The folder “strange subjects” was my
favorite folder and the eighth circle of my
Dantesque Hell. These e-mails were ones I
didn’t feel right putting in any other folder.
Some of these subjects were unsettling—
“Urgent! Where are you, Conor?” seemed
a bit alarmist—some were downright
threatening—“Conor, this is the last time”
and “Expiration Pending”—and some just
sounded wonky—“The Usefulness of Uselessness,” which sounded a lot like something
my little sister used to say upon learning a
new word.
Some of my other favorites were “People
are talking about you…” (creepy), “Happy
birthday, Conor!” (it wasn’t my birthday),
and “Conor, Coe is interested in you” (which,
before looking at the sender, Coe College,
sounded to me like a trusted friend was
alerting me to a mysterious female admirer
named Coe).
Over a dozen messages were sent to me
twice, in addition to some strange coincidences. One day, two different colleges sent
e-mails with the subject “Congratulations,
Conor” within an hour of each other. Neither
e-mail explained specifically why they were
congratulating me, and both were advertising
an optional informational mailing. Over the
course of a week in August two years ago,
I received three e-mails with the subject
“You’re still at the top of our list!” from
three different institutions.
However, most e-mails never descended
into the lower levels of e-Hell. The folder for
mainstream generic e-mails held over twothirds of the e-mails. They used a variety of
tactics that couldn’t be easily categorized but
that all blended together into a goofy generic

mess—“top three reasons” and “picture
yourself here” and “is it for you?”
In all, I opened a fraction of the e-mails
I received. From the very start, I could
tell they were pretty useless. At first, most
advertised an informational mailing or an
online quiz designed as hooks to get me to
demonstrate interest so they could send me
yet more stuff. As time went on, the e-mails
were more typically exhortations to visit
campus, and finally to apply.
These e-mails were all very similar, detailing how I’m a good student, how I would
be a good fit at their college or university,
and how I would benefit from the special opportunities there. However, the opportunities
were all very similarly described—it seemed
like the same person was writing them all,
changing the details of programs or notable
alumni but always with the
same enthusiastic tone.
E-mails that did try
to be different seemed
extremely desperate and
usually wound up in the
strange subjects file, including an e-mail promising
not to be like other college
e-mails, and one with the
subject “Colleges don’t
like you” (the body of the
e-mail talked about how
admissions counselors don’t
look at applicants as people,
which is a bit different than
the entire set of colleges bearing me a personal grudge).
At the same time, paper mail accumulated on my windowsill. In the middle of
junior year, it got to be too much, and so I
counted all the mail up to that point, classified
it, and then recycled the lot of it. (Predictably, I lost the data.) However, since March
of 2010, I have not let a single postcard slip
by, and 328 pieces of mail weighing 33.3
lbs. sat in a storage box.
College mailings fall into a couple different categories. First, there’s the standard form
letter on 8 1/2 x 11 paper. The first paragraph
sets the context—you’re starting to look at
colleges, you’re a bright student, you’d be
a good fit at our college, you’re interested
in a certain major. The middle section lists
attributes and opportunities at the college
or university, often in bullet-point form.
The closing paragraph includes the phrase
“look forward to hearing from you soon.”
The post-script (which occurs in almost

every letter of this kind) may advertise an
open house, online quiz, or additional info
packet. A favorite tactic, especially in the
first few letters, is for the college to include
a password and username to get you onto
their website.
Another category is the postcard, usually
employing bright colors and very, very happy
people—usually students doing service or
having a spirited classroom discussion. They
were a good exercise in graphic design, but
I usually didn’t believe what they offered as
a snapshot of campus life.
A third category is the glossy informational magazine. These make good use
of two colors—brick, the color of stability
and prestige, and green, the color of grass,
trees, and money. Big landscape photos of the
campus showcase impressive architecture,

INFOGRAPH BY PATRICK O’LEARY

placid green spaces, and statues. There’s
usually a page advertising study abroad
programs with a picture of a bunch of flags.
Write-ups for majors, extracurriculars, and
plans for future construction fill out the balance of the magazine. Information about the
cost of attending is tastefully placed at the
end.
And then there was the University of
Chicago. In addition to traditional letters,
U. Chicago sent a few odd items, including
a small, thick booklet entitled, “The Life of
the Mind.” In addition to having potential
as a projectile, the booklet included snippets
of intellectual, often snarky conversations
between students at U. Chicago, implying
that if I wanted to be a part of such conversations, I must attend U. Chicago. There was a
postcard that pointed out that over 80 Nobel
Prizes have gone to people affiliated with U.
Chicago, and another postcard requesting my
ideas for the school’s famous Chicago-wide
“ScavHunt.” Later, the school sent me an

entire shirt, with a shipping cost of $2.07.
It’s important to remember that, for nonprofit
colleges, the U.S. government picks up the
tab for shipping costs. Which means, of
course, that our parents are the ones being
made to pay for this deluge of glossy paper.
However, U. Chicago’s mailings were
definitely different than the rest, and gave
me a pretty clear idea of what U. Chicago
is about. They accomplished their purpose.
But it took a level of effort that most of the
other colleges did not attempt.
When all the letters were counted up,
it seemed like too few. I had estimated at
least a thousand letters and at least 50 lbs. It
felt like I was getting an average of several
per day, when it was really less than one.
Looking back, I see that thought I was being
completely inundated with mail when it was
really a pretty manageable amount. The way
I looked at the mail is characteristic of the
way I approached the application process in
general—I let it overwhelm me and stack
up against me and stumbled through many
parts of the process.
Which, of course, made me a sucker
for mailings with little or nothing to do with
college admissions that distracted me from
the process. My favorite college mailing
came over Christmas break. A postcard from
Truman State University wishing me Merry
Christmas, with a picture of the rotunda glowing in a winter night, was signed by every
single person in the Truman Admissions
Department. Not photocopied signatures,
but real ones, in several different bright
colors of gel pen. I imagined the admissions
representatives signing letter after letter,
and even took the liberty of imagining that
they had procrastinated on completing it
and needed to work late at night to finish.
I saw kindred spirits through the postcard,
or at least I thought I did. It may have been
a silly thing, but after seeing hundreds of
copied signatures, the human touch of this
postcard made an impact on me. Truman’s
other letters included little written notes in
the margins in purple gel pen.
Was it a coincidence that I ultimately
chose Truman? Well, at the very least, knowing that there were real people on the other
end kept me from dismissing Truman’s letters and kept them on the list. In a world of
hundreds and thousands of nearly identical
college advertisements, it takes extreme
effort, preferably visibly human effort, to
set oneself apart from the rest.

This Week in SLUH Sports History
Volume 70, Issue 30 | May 12, 2006

Track christens stadium with MCC sweep
The SLUH track team defended its newly
opened track stadium by sweeping the MCC
Championship on all three levels.
Before the meet began, several track alumni and
former coaches gathered at the center of the field to
honor the legacy of SLUH track including Assistant
Principal for Student Affairs H. Eric Clark (alum) and
history teacher Tom McCarthy (coach) as well as Dom
Calacci, who coached track from 1957-1992. Calacci
gave a speech and was the honorary starter of the
novice mile.
SLUH began the meet as they would finish: in
front. Junior Niko Mafuli won the shot put (53’3.5”)
and took second in discus. Next, the 4 x 800 team ran
a 8:16 for second and senior Eric Hunt won the 110
hurdles.
In a highly competive 100 meter race, senior
Paul Chaney won with a time of 10.42 seconds.

After a 4 x 200 victory, Ben Murphy-Baum and
Dan Viox earned points in the 1600 and 800-meter
runs.
Hunt won the 300 hurdles race as well and
Murphy Baum won the 3200 meter race in 9:41.
The Jr. Bills closed out with a close 4 x 400
victory and sealed the deal over DeSmet, easily
winning by 25.5 points.
The state-of-the-art track stadium lived up
to the pre meet hype and anxiousness of the athletes.
With the victory, SLUH looks strong for the upcoming
post season.
––Compiled by Eric Mueth, Assistant Sports Editor
Editors Note: The 2006 track team went on to win SLUH’s
only State championship to date a few weeks later.
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The Prep News: the
stories of others, the
song of myself

As a student: learning
responsibility, finding
love

(from 3)

(from 3)

time, just as many seniors talk of being sick of SLUH. I am
neither, and so leaving is difficult. And yet, in the past few
weeks I have found myself moving on. Certainly there are
new and exciting ways I could make the Prep News new
and exciting for myself, but at the present it has ceased to
be a risk. I have always felt that when things begin to feel
comfortable we stop learning and, in turn, stop growing.
That’s when it is time to move on. Each year’s staff makes
the Prep News its own, and it is time for those who will
follow to begin taking their risks.
This recognition does not make letting go any easier.
But no good thing is easy to say goodbye to. I take solace
in the fact that the Prep News will always be a part of my
whole, a song, or story, of myself.

has helped me on my odyssey through Backer Memorial.
This is not an appropriate forum to really thank all of the
teachers, administrators, classmates, and friends who have
made this place what it is, but then again, I can never thank
you all adequately.
Next year, I’m going to Swarthmore College in suburban
Philadelphia, Pa. I’m not quite sure how I’ll view everything,
the messiness and the failures and the overwhelming joys,
once I’ve left. My classmates are going in many different
directions, and I don’t think we’ll all congregate in the same
place after May 30 ever again. But, as a friend once told
me, we may meet again beyond this life if we can’t in it.
Whether or not you believe that, we, the class of 2011, have
had something beautiful that few places other than SLUH
can produce. I will remember it always. Most importantly,
SLUH, I love you all, especially the seniors in the class of
2011. Thank you.

Friday, May 13

Senior Prom
Senior Exam Make-Up
10:30am Senior Class Meeting
11:30am Senior and Faculty Barbequeue
2pm
V Tennis @ District Tournament
4:15pm C Baseball vs. Clayton
6pm
V Water Polo vs. Parkway West @
District Semi-Final
Lunch Chicken Strips
Healthy–Chicken Parmesan

Schedule R

Saturday, May 14

V Volleyball @ District Tournament
V Track @ V Track
12pm
Dance Rehearsal
7pm
V Water Polo @ District Championship

Sunday, May 15
1pm
7pm

Circus Club Performance
Jazz Band, and Dance Performances

Monday, May 16

Schedule R

Tuesday, May 17

Schedule R

Wednesday, May 18

Schedule R

Thursday, May 19

Schedule R

Friday, May 20

Schedule R

V Tennis State Sectionals
4:30pm V Baseball vs. Chaminade/U.City @ District
Tournament
Lunch Bosco Pizza
Healthy–Breakfast for Lunch
V Golf State Championship
V Tennis State Sectionals
Senior Grades Due
AP
Rosary
4:30pm Baseball District Championship
5:30pm Water Polo Banquet
Lunch T-Ravs
Healthy–BBQ Burgers
V Golf State Championship
V Tennis State Sectionals
V Volleyball @ State Tournament
Faculty End of Year Party (Tenative)
Lunch Redi Ribs
Healthy–Beef Stew
Lunch
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Chicken Bites
Healthy–Chicken Parmesan

5pm V Rugby DeSmet
8pm V Lacrosse State Quarterfinal
Lunch Chinese
Healthy–Turkey Burger on Wheat Bun
by Unbiased
staff

Observer

PREP NEWS LAYS WASTE TO
STUCO IN BASHBALL

Witthaus wins impressive brawl over McCoy
undreds filled the Football Stadium later today
to witness St. Louis U. High history. For the first
time ever, a team won a bashball game by over 22
points, with the Prep News thrashing STUCO 107-2.
“I mean, after I finished my bosco sticks, I just
left,” said a sophomore. “It was ridiculous how bad
these guys were beating STUCO.”
The reason the Prep News won was rooted in its
ability to reproduce bizarre Backyard Sports plays,
including “gophering” the ball under the field and
making it pop into the opposing team’s goal.
“My father had a cloaking jacket,” Prep News
Editor-in-Chief Nick “Los” Fandos said. “It really
helped confuse the STUCO defense and aided us in
least 57 of our points.”
Another factor in the game was the quick removal
of STUCO star-forward John Tsikalas by authorities.
Allegedly, Tsikalas’ “inappropriate cheering” at the
SLUH baseball game the night before warranted arrest.
During the game, junior Jack Witthaus, ex-STUCO, engaged in a brawl with Student Body President
Tim McCoy.
“It was an awesome fight,” junior Sam Bufe said.
“Witthaus came in with a strong left before (junior
Nate) Heagney had to pull him away.”
All in all, STUCO has repeatedly apologized
over the announcements to have ever thought they
could beat the Prep News in bashball and vows never
to accept such a challenge again.
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