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STUCO organizes Car Free Day Plans for Commons

Construction slated to begin this summer

Y

ou may have noticed the
bike, foot, and roller blade
traffic was a bit heavier around
the Greater St. Louis Area yesterday, while cars were fewer and
farther between. That’s because St.
Louis U. High participated in Car
Free Day, an event proposed and
promoted by Student Council and
other environmental enthusiasts.
Some students walked, dozens
rode bikes, and even more took
public transportation, taking advantage of the free Metro passes
offered by the SLUH administration this week. The goal of Car Free
Day was for students and teachers
who usually drive to school to take
a step back and try out different,
more environmentally friendly
methods of travel.
“Car free day gives us the
opportunity to open up to different
modes of transportation,” said Junior class Pastoral Representative
James Griffard. “As a Jesuit school,
it’s important to step back and look
at ourselves and our impact on the

renovation underway
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by Greg Fister
reporter

by Luke Reichold
reporter

A

From left: Juniors Brian Hiller and Michael Williams bike up Oakland Avenue yesterday
as part of Car Free Day.

environment.”
Art Teacher Joan Bugnitz and
former Physics teacher Michelle
Perrin started the idea of Car Free
Day four years ago to give students
and teachers an opportunity to find
other methods to get to school,
which included promoting public
transit, publishing bike routes, and

helping kids take the Metrolink.
Yesterday, there were 176
student cars in the lower parking
lot, about a dozen less than most
normal days. There were 38 bikes
scattered around the bike racks
and Alumni Park, including one
tandem bike and one kiddie tricontinued on page 14

s evidenced by recent small
changes around campus,
such as the moving of vending
machines and the opening of new
sports equipment rooms, the fullscale plan to renovate the student
Commons is already underway,
with work beginning as early as
May 31.
Wednesday evening, the
SLUH Board of Trustees approved
moving forward with renovation
for the project. The entire project
will cost about $4.75 million and
BSI, the same company that was
the general contractor for the Danis
Field House, will manage the construction. A floor cutting ceremony
is tentatively set for late May.
Renovation of the Student
Commons, the last major component of the Vision 2000 campus
expansion plan, will include construction in the space currently
occupied by the old gymnasium

and the outlying areas to the east,
including the athletic offices, the
team meeting room, and the Student Council room.
Set to be completed in about
six months, the project will feature
a 15,000 square foot divisible open
space used for everyday lunches,
all-school Masses, class reunions,
general functions, and more. In
addition, the Berthold Avenue entrance from the turn-around will be
redesigned to signify itself as the
primary entrance into SLUH.
For use as a cafeteria, the new
Commons will be roughly twice
the size of the current cafeteria and
will have room to accommodate at
least 500 students at once, enough
for everyone eating lunch in each
lunch period to eat together in a
single area.
Director of Facilities Joe
Rankin explained, “Hopefully, this
will improve the sit-down time for
lunch, since students would no
continued on page 7

Festival of Miles planned 7-2 second half powers polo past Ladue;
SLUH back on top, five titles in six years
for SLUH Track
by Ryan Dowd
reporter

F

or the third straight year, the
Festival of Miles, a charity
track event to be held at St. Louis
U. High on June 1, will raise funds
to benefit the Rathmann family.
The event will host some of the
fastest runners in the world in
hopes of boosting track notoriety
in St. Louis, but its main goal is to
raise money for Mike Rathmann,
’08, and his family.
Tragedy struck the Rathmann
family in the summer of 2008
when Rathmann, an all-State high
jumper, seriously injured his spinal
cord while performing a flip at the
Lake of the Ozarks. Now paralyzed
from the chest down, Mike still
needs help with daily activities.
“The whole thing is being
able to move on your own and live
on your own and in terms of that,
Mike still needs a little bit of help,”
said track and field head coach Joe
Porter.
Along with Mike’s injury,
Toots Rathmann, Mike’s mother,
has been battling breast cancer.
The money raised for the festival
will pay for past treatments and
continued physical therapy.

The Festival of Miles itself
began almost four years ago,
when St. Louis University track
athlete Brigette Schutzmen went
into a coma after a devastating car
crash. Scuhtzmen eventually rallied around the support, and even
attended the festival.
The event has evolved over the
past three years, becoming one of
the premier track events on the St.
Louis track calendar. Spearheaded
by the folks from Big River Running, which was co-founded by
SLUH alum Ben Rosario, ’98,
and Porter, the event has attracted
generous sponsors and runners over
the years.
“We were able to just call them
and they were more than willing to
get involved in this event because
they know it’s for a good cause, and
they’re excited about track getting
some national spotlight here in St.
Louis,” said Porter. “The second
year we were able to bring in Leo
Manzano, who ran a 3:55, almost
the fastest time in the world at that
point in the season.”
After Manzano’s mile, the
event landed Under Armor as a
major sponsor, along with numercontinued on page 15
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Senior John Lewis winds up for a shot in the water polo State championship game
against Ladue last Saturday. The Jr. Bills won 9-6.

by Justin Jellinek
reporter

O

ur goal this year isn’t to be
the best. It’s to be our best.”
This is how water polo coach
Paul Baudendistel began his preseason talk with his varsity team.
Throughout the entire season, the
team worked tirelessly to reach
this goal, to become the best possible players that they could. All of
their hard work paid off over the
weekend as they defeated Parkway
West and then Ladue for their fifth
state championship in six years.
Senior Mitch Kramer said

Leaving SLUH for the last time
Dan Shelburne, Steven Kuensting, Jim
Knapp, S.J., Helen McCormack, and Jim
Raterman are leaving SLUH at the end of
this year, but the legacies they shaped during
their tenure here will continue long after they
leave. Pages 4-5

about the post season, “This post
season has been awesome. Unlike
the beginning of the year, going into
the final tournament we weren’t
sure how exactly we would do.
There were big upsets for other
teams, but being able to stay strong
has always been a great quality for
our team. In the final game, we
continued to stay strong.”
The Jr. Bills are the only team
in Missouri to win 15 state titles
and to win five times in six years.
They proved this weekend that
they are deserving of this honor.
Senior captain John Lewis and

junior Sam Erlinger led the way
on the offensive end of the pool.
Lewis netted three goals during the
game against Parkway West even
after his ear guard was ripped off.
Erlinger, despite being brutally
dunked, still netted a few as well.
On the defensive end of the
pool, seniors Joe Kabance and
Mitch Kramer held the Parkway
West stars, Stephen Emde and
Thomas Lyonfields, down to a
minimum in goals. Parkway’s
Player of the Year favorite, Emde,
was held to one shot (that completely missed the goal) for the
entire first half. The Jr. Bills played
at their very best this game, with
all players dominating both sides
of the pool, including junior goalie
Sean Sullivan’s goal at half-pool.
The Jr. Bills found themselves
in a different position the next night
during the championship game —
losing to a team they had beaten by
eight goals earlier in the season.
Emotions were clearly high as both
teams played with great intensity,
often resulting in an underwater
wrestling match between two players.
continued on page 10
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Baseball treks along undefeated
The Jr. Bills continue to defy the odds, winning Districts and remaining undefeated.
Page 11

Editorial: Keeping the flame alive
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Volleyball closing in on State
A victory last night advanced the Jr. Bills
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SLUH wins Spirit of KEEN award

by Gabe Miller
reporter

L

ast Friday evening at KEENFest, a fundraiser for KEEN,
St. Louis U. High was presented
with the Spirit of KEEN Award,
recognizing SLUH’s generosity
and service toward the organization.
According to its website, Kids
Enjoy Exercise Now (KEEN) is a
“national, non-profit volunteer-led
organization that provides one-toone recreational opportunities for
children and young adults with
developmental and physical disabilities at no cost to their family
and caregivers.”
“The (Danis) Field House is
crazy alive every other Sunday

(with KEEN activities),” said
Kathryn Whitaker, a volunteer and
overseer of KEEN at SLUH.
Volunteers, whom KEEN
refers to as “coaches,” and the
program participants, called “athletes,” come together in and outside
of the Field House to take part in
various physical activities, including obstacle courses, soccer, and
basketball.
“(KEEN) gives the children
an opportunity to recreate in an
environment where they are able
to express themselves freely with
no pressures,” said Patrick Zarrick,
Director of Facilities & Physical
Education at SLUH and a member
of the KEEN Board of Directors.
KEEN tries to pair one coach

with one athlete, creating a more
personal connection between the
two participants. Often times,
however, all of the kids will get
involved together in a game like
kickball, providing fun for the
whole community.
“We’re celebrating abilities,
not disabilities,” Whitaker said.
On one of the Sundays that
KEEN is not at SLUH, athletes
and coaches can be found at the
KEEN swim session, taking a dip
in the Mid-County YMCA pool in
Brentwood.
Last Friday at the Renaissance
St. Louis Grand Hotel, KEEN held
its annual fundraiser, KEENFest,
which allowed attendees to bid on
auction items and make additional
donations.

PN 76 prepares to take the reins
By Nick Fandos
editor in chief

A

s Volume 75 of the Prep News
publishes its final issue, the
editors are pleased to be passing
control of the newspaper over to
next year’s staff. Led by Editor in
Chief Matt Cooley, the rising editors, News Editor Joe Klein, Editor Nate Heagney, and Assistant
Sports Editor Jack Witthaus will
take the reigns of the venerable
weekly as it heads into its fourth
quarter-century.
“PN 75, like the volumes before it, has done a tremendous job
of making the newspaper their own
this year, and they’ve defined their
issues and their points of interest.
And what’s always exciting is what
each new group is going to do to
make the newspaper its own, said
moderator Steve Missey. “That’s
the exciting part of the Prep News:
we don’t know yet what makes
Volume 76 unique.”
Nonetheless, the editors and
staff of Volume 76 bring a wide
range of talents and potential to
the paper, explained Missey.
“Matt Cooley is a force of
nature. He is a master organizer,
he can keep track of so much detail. He’s an ace on the computer,
and he’s really learning how to
do both the journalism and the
staff management with the same
skill that he brings to information
management,” said Missey.

“Joe Klein is eager, eager,
eager. He’s ready to just go out an
do a really eager job, and get at
what’s important,” Missey said.
Cooley and Klein will largely
set the tone for the paper’s news
and opinion sections, guiding staff
and a large group of reporters.
“I think the neat thing for Joe
and Matt next year when the reins
are theirs, to start to look around
and define what issues they think
are important in the school. That’ll
be a new way of thinking for them,
at least in respect to the newspaper,
and that’ll be exciting.”
The Prep News sports section
will work a little differently than in
years past. Heagney will serve as a
link between news and sports and
Witthaus will manage the section
day-to-day and guide its content.
“Nate may be one of the best
interviewers,” said Missey. “He has
a wonderful way of just instantly
having an easy rapport with people
that he’s talking to, and it allows
him to just have real genuine conversations with people. So he’ll
be able to apply that to news and
sports.”
Missey spoke highly of Witthaus as well: “Jack is another
sports whiz. He’s got sports in
his blood. He’s enthusiastic. He
wants to be highly original, so his
spirit is pushing to define how to
do something that’s both original
and substantive.”
The editors of Volume 76 will

News
“Money from KEENFest goes
to offset part time salaries, pool
rental, and insurance,” Zarrick said.
SLUH was awarded the Spirit
of KEEN Award along with HWP
Riggings, an industrial transport
service. SLUH volunteers have
completed over 1,000 hours of service with KEEN, Whitaker noted.
Along with Zarrick and Whitaker, dance teacher Simonie Bieber,
custodians Jeffrey Fields and
Emmitte Prince and many student
volunteers make KEEN possible.
Both Whitaker and Zarrick
encourage participation in KEEN,
noting that it is twice a month, on a
Sunday, and not overly strict about
perfect attendance.
“Go when you can,” said
Whitaker.
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(From left) Heagney, Klein, Witthaus and Cooley look to lead PN 76.

be supported by an enthusiastic
and varied staff. Rising seniors
Ryan Dowd, Nathan Rubbelke,
and Luke Reichold will serve on
the core staff with rising junior
John Webb. Rising sophomores
Jack Godar and Adam Thorp will
serve as staff members. In addition, rising senior Greg Fister will
lend his fine drawing hand to the
newspaper as staff artist.
“One volume of the newspaper
cannot happen without the valuable
staff and core staff guys to help the
editors do the week in, week out
grind. This year’s staff has guys
with the same variety of wonderful
gifts and talents that have guided
the paper in the past,” said Missey.
The staff will be supported as
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT

always by a wide range of reporters
and photographers.
With the departure of advisor
Tim Huether at the end of the year,
the paper will look for a capable
replacement over the summer.
“It’s been so much fun to
have Mr. Huether back, and it just
reminded me of all the great reasons
why he was an editor, but he was
even more fun and valuable as a
colleague who helped me keep my
sanity and helped us actually leave
the building on Thursday nights,”
said Missey with a smile.
After a much-needed vacation,
the Prep News will return in August
to begin another exciting year.

J-Wing Concert
for Prep News 75
Seniors Michael Blair (guitar), Luke Hellwig (drums)
and Tim McCoy (vocals)
made a surprise visit to the
Prep News around midnight
last night. The trio performed
a stirring rendition of Chuck
Berry’s famous hit “Johnny
B. Goode.”
“We had just heard that
the Prep News needed some
help partying, and if there’s
anything that Gadfly and
STUCO are good at, it’s
partying,” said Hellwig.
“I just feel gald to be
a part of such a memorable
night,” said Blair.
Blair explained that the
band’s aim with the song was
to “give it a kind of energy,
and just make it loud, you
know?”
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ALUMNI DAY OF
SERVICE SET FOR
THIS SATURDAY
Adam Thorp
Reporter

S

t. Louis U. High grads have a
chance to once again be “Men
for Others” along with the SLUH
community by participating in the
fifth annual Alumni Day of Service
on Saturday, May 21.
The event will begin with a
Mass at 7:30 a.m., followed by
refreshments. The former SLUH
students will then disperse to service sites throughout the St. Louis
community.
The alumni will be working
with educational and religious
institutions around St. Louis.
Participating sites include St. Matthew’s and St. Cecilia’s parishes in
St. Louis and Loyola Academy, a
Jesuit middle school in St. Louis.
Other sites will be Boys Hope Girls
Hope, an organization that helps
children in need, and South Grand
Senior Ministries, a partnership
of five South St. Louis parishes
that provides services for senior
citizens in that area. Many of the
organizations have longstanding
relationships with SLUH.
The projects will consist
mainly of landscaping, weather
permitting. The alumni will work
on the facilities of the institutions
they will work with. This includes
painting at Loyola Academy and St.
Cecilia’s, among other projects.
According to alumni Board
director and Advancement Officer
Ben DuMont, the work will be on
“Projects (the organizations) have
been needing to do for a while but
didn’t have the volunteers.”
DuMont also noted that in
addition to the day of service,
alumni also get together informally,
mentioning that a group had already
been planning to work at Boys
Hope Girls Hope before they heard
about the upcoming event. The
group decided to fold its activities
in to the larger event.
The work at St. Matthew’s
parish—weeding and cleaning up
trash in a nearby alley way—will
be overseen by SLUH alumnus and
attorney John Weller, ’71. Weller
has been involved in the day of
service since it began in 2006, and
has done volunteer work at the
parish since 1998. “SLUH guys”
Weber said, “can do great things.”
His group will also do some
exterior painting and repairs at the
Claver House, a residence for St.
Louis University students active in
community service.
“I think it’s two-fold—reconnecting with the SLUH community. … And reaching out to
the community at large,” said
DuMont.
DuMont estimated about 40 to
50 people will be attending based
on past attendance and the number
of responses so far.
He was unfazed when told that
his event would coincide with a
well-publicized prediction of the
end of the world by preacher Harold
Camping.
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Why things go bump in the night
W

hen people think of SLUH, they
think of strong academics. Though
our school also boasts extracurriculars
ranging from the Dauphin Players to the
Whose Line Is It Anyway? Club to this
paper, a strong athletic program, a Jesuit
identity, and students with smashing good
looks, academics is the characteristic most
widely associated with SLUH. At Open
House and other admissions functions, we
pitch academics first; most of the tour is
spent detailing our exhaustive classroom
resources, including Smartboards, the
language labs, and the lab space in the
science wing. And that emphasis produces
the stereotype, and perhaps sometimes the
truth, that the smartest kids in grade school
go to SLUH.
But what makes SLUH’s academics as
strong as they are? Ultimately, it’s neither
the work ethic of the student body nor the
classroom tools nor the quality of the faculty. It is the unique learning environment
created by all these things in which strong
passion is met with a willingness to work,
and work hard. Though there is always the
danger of one side of the equation being
over-emphasized—often enough at SLUH,
the passion for the subject material becomes
less important than completing coursework
or passing AP tests—SLUH succeeds more
often than it fails in creating this environment. And this environment is the ideal for
any school—one in which students desire to
learn and know the joy of having knowledge.
And this year, SLUH will lose faculty
members that went a long way towards
shaping this environment. Teachers are the
essential spark, providing the enthusiasm
that motivates students to be more than mere
masochists and to see the value and beauty
in the things they study.
Jim Raterman will partially retire at the
end of this year. Along with other members
of the English Department, Raterman helped
mold the SLUH English curriculum into its
present form. He experimented with new

ways for students to engage the texts such as
small group explorations—staples of English
classes now that were experiments when
Raterman began in the 1970s. He helped
choose texts that students have a strong response to but that also hold very important
lessons—such as Othello and Catch-22 and
short story and poem units. Raterman also
helped create the Prep News in its modern
form—a weekly paper with an emphasis of
substance over form, and a strong academic
experience of writing, reporting, and editing
that amounted to a “second education” for
dedicated students.
Jim Knapp, S.J., who will leave to teach
at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, brought
the Kairos retreat to SLUH. While not an
academic event—it’s seen by students as
a break from work—it is quite in line with
the spirit of SLUH’s classrooms. Knapp
realized the necessity of a strong retreat
experience to a complete Jesuit education.
Unlike other retreats, Kairos has a strong
discipline to it. Students’ passion and enthusiasm coupled with willingness to work
is taken from the classroom and applied to
developing relationships and community.
The student leaders take great efforts to
prepare to lead the retreats, and the retreat
itself has a rigorous schedule to it. And, like
SLUH academics at their best, Kairos has
an incredible atmosphere of joy and passion.
Kairos, which many students point to as their
best experience at SLUH, is the epitome of
the SLUH environment, not an escape from
it.
Steve Kuensting will leave SLUH after
20 years of teaching biology to teach at
Nerinx Hall. Kuensting emphasized studying
biology as a personal journey of discovery,
finding out “why things go bump in the
night,” often leaving textbooks behind to
get out into the real world for experiential
learning. Kuensting led the Science Club/
Venture Crew on trips into Missouri wilderness sites, along the way sharing his
extensive knowledge of Missouri’s natural

Nothing published either as an editorial or
as a letter to an editor should be considered
the opinion of the school, the administration,
or anyone other than its author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is the opinion of all
five editors on a particular topic. In their
writing, the editors will make a strong attempt to express their views in a clear and
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As the student-run newspaper of St. Louis
University High School, the Prep News is a
weekly publication that strives to inform the
SLUH community about events and people,
with its focus on those pertaining to the
school, primarily through the written word.
The Prep News is neither the voice of the
administration nor the students. Rather, the
newspaper serves to gather and distribute
information for the entire school. The Prep
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and editing.
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Conor Gearin

A case for
scribbling

history and geology with club members. He
also moderated the Inventor’s Club, which
created fully-functioning machines—such as
“
ell, I just think it would
a working catapult that fired objects across
be good if one of us
the upper field—that merged classroom
maybe stood up and said a few words,
concepts with fascinating and amusing realor, so as not to involve the police,
world applications.
at least quietly wrote something down.”
Kuensting also put a Herculean amount
I began this slightly more often than
of effort into creating classroom resources
bi-weekly
column with few clear ideas
for his students. He will leave behind his
about
what
it
would be like or what it would
Bioweb site, a sprawling decade-long project
cover.
I
recently
printed out all of the column
that provides biology students of all levels
installments
to
mail
to my grandparents in
with study sheets, outlines, graphics, bird
New
Hampshire,
giving
me a chance to look
calls, photos, simulations, and more. This
back
over
them
as
a
whole.
When I did, I
past year, Bioweb’s most important new
saw
as
much
of
myself
in
these
columns as
addition has been BioAssign, a program
I
did
of
others.
I
owe
the
accomplishment
of
designed to give biology students practice
maintaining
a
basically
coherent
column
in
multiple choice tests to prepare for tests and
the
Prep
News
as
much
to
the
ideas
of
others
quizzes for every unit.
Kuensting is leaving to teach at Nerinx as to my own efforts.
But by far the most important idea I
Hall because he felt burnt out on creating
took
from someone else was the idea of
the extensive resources needed to teach AP
the
journal.
“Journal about it. See what you
Biology and his other courses. He felt that
come
up
with.”
A generic SLUH English
the course ended up discouraging students’
teacher
(have
fun
imagining the appearance
passion for biology by requiring them to
of
this
person)
is
forever
in my head saying
learn an absurd amount of factual minutia
things
like
that.
Notice
how,
from the very
for the AP test. Biology, he told his students,
beginning,
our
English
teachers
have insisted
is about wondering “why things go bump
on
the
importance
of
scribbling.
Mr. Curdt
in the night,” not obsessing over getting a
continually
orders
his
freshmen
to
mark up
certain score on an AP test.
their
Odyssey
and
write
two
facts
they
have
The challenge for SLUH, with all its
gleaned
on
each
new
page.
He
tells
them
talented students and teachers and administrators, is to keep the spirit for love of learning that he wants to get them to the point that
more prevalent than the one that affected they don’t read a magazine without itching
Kuensting this year. We must emphasize for a pen. The last assignment for juniors
quality of learning over quantity. We must is the independent reading project journal,
not reach for the illusion of perfection in responsible every year for sore metacarpals
our efforts, but rather be satisfied with our and pages and pages of scribbling. Everyone
best effort and learn from our mistakes. We who reads something has some response to
cannot push too hard to learn too much; such it, some internal dialogue. However, not
an attitude ultimately leaves us dissatisfied everyone makes a point of writing those
both with what we have learned and what we reactions down, creating an intellectual
are doing at SLUH in the first place. We do record. The SLUH English curriculum aims
not need to know everything, but we must to make a habit of this act.
Of course, the inspiration for this colnever stop wondering why things go bump
umn
came from many other places besides
in the night.
the English department. In her watercolor
painting class, Ms. Bugnitz often talks about
having a small notebook for sketches, notes,
accurate fashion.
not skew the author’s original intent. Also, and quick paintings as a record of experithe editors reserve the right to withhold from ences and a source of inspiration for future
A commentary or column is defined as an publication any submission if it is deemed projects. Mr. Baudendistel’s last assignment
opinion of one member of the Prep News vulgar, tasteless, or otherwise inappropriate. in AP Physics is for his students to reflect on
how they find God in physics—after a year of
staff, not of the Prep News itself.
All authors wishing to have letters published memorizing equations and thinking through
Every member of the SLUH community is must submit them by 4:00 p.m. the Wednes- tough problems, students are told: that’s not
enough. You need to look for something
welcomed and encouraged to submit a letter day before the letter is to be published.
transcendent in the material world.
to the editors. Every letter received by the
The “Notebook” column has been my
editors will be read and given consideration. Letters can be given to any Prep News
journal
this year for stories from my life.
All letters must be signed, but the author’s editor or moderator. In addition, letters can
The
installments
were never hard to write,
name may be withheld from publication by be mailed to the Prep News courtesy of St.
because
I
am
always
analyzing the events of
request and at the discretion of the editors. Louis University High School, 4970 Oakmy
life,
and
SLUH
has
trained me to convert
land, St. Louis, MO 63110, or e-mailed to
those
thoughts
into
words.
The columns
The Prep News editors reserve the right to prepnews@sluh.org
were
an
integral
part
of
my
own life, my
edit any submissions for publication in order
own
process
of
dealing
with
my
experiences.
to meet grammatical standards, but they will
And publishing something deeply personal
to me has helped me trust my own voice.
And what have I recorded in my noteIt is the role of the editors to seek out and
is always open for involvement, criticism,
book? The words and actions of others, and
facilitate the reporting of all significant
praise, or suggestions. Without student reespecially those little things that escape attennews at SLUH. While any faculty member
action and feedback, the Prep News could
tion. I feel like the speaker in the Billy Collins
or student is welcome to submit suggestions
not function.
poem “Passengers” quoted at the beginning
for potential articles, the Prep News is never
of this column, who realizes that the people
obligated to publish any article idea; the ediIf the Prep News is inaccurate, we will try
on an airplane with him could be the people
tors reserve the right to deem any potential
to correct any significant error in the folhe dies with—causing their smallest actions
article un-newsworthy and retain it from
lowing issue.
to take on the greatest significance. I see so
publication for this or any other reason.
many things going by unnoticed and ignored
Furthermore, the editors assume sole reby others, and I wanted them to be recorded,
Our primary emphasis as editors of the Prep
sponsibility for the text of news and sports
to be granted some dignity. I believe that we
News is upon clear and accurate writing and
articles, features, and editorials. We encourdetermine our personalities in our smallest
careful editing. But we do attempt to include
age faculty or students who take issue with
actions, when we are accountable to nothing
some visual expression—photography,
the manner in which the news was reported
but our own conscience.
drawing, technical aids, etc.—in every issue.
or find an error to bring it to the attention
A notebook is many things, but primarily
Despite our desire to make the paper visually
of the editors, not the individual reporters.
it is the greatest of thieves’ hoards—a storage
appealing, we commit ourselves not to allow
place for the experiences of others, which
form to supersede substance.
This is the platform of the editors of Volume
the thief can then use as a way of thinking
LXXV of the Prep News.
about his or her own life. Thank you SLUH,
The Prep News strongly encourages underfor letting me take so much from you—to
classman involvement, and our office on the
reflect on, to write about, and to remember
second floor of the Jesuit Wing, room J220,
and keep forever.
Editors: Nick Fandos, Conor Gearin, Patrick O’Leary, Mike Lumetta, Eric Mueth

VOLUME LXXV EDITORIAL POLICY

The Volume LXXV Prep News editorial
policy serves the purpose of being the vehicle of the personal opinion, whether from
students, faculty, or others wishing to voice
an opinion. All topics discussed in the section will be related to St. Louis University
High School.
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Knapp reassigned to teach at Kenrick-Glennon seminary
by Joe Klein
core staff

A

fter 16 years of teaching theology at
St. Louis U. High, Jim Knapp, S.J.,
will depart to join the faculty of KenrickGlennon Seminary. Knapp leaves behind
a legacy of expertise in moral theology,
in addition to contributing to the school’s
spiritual growth by introducing Kairos
retreats to SLUH.
Knapp has spent several periods of his
life at SLUH. After graduating from SLUH
in 1969 and entering the Society of Jesus,
Knapp taught social studies as a Scholastic
from 1975-’78. From there, he left to study

theology and was eventually ordained a
priest, briefly teaching at Rockhurst High
School and serving as the principal of Regis
High School.
Knapp then found himself in an unconventional location—western Alaska—where
he was pastor of two Yup’ik (Eskimo) villages before being reassigned to SLUH in
1994.
“I was kind of hoping I could stay (in
Alaska),” said Knapp, who noted that he
was enjoying the opportunity to be a parish
priest, but accepted the Provincial’s request
for a Pastoral Director at SLUH. After being
assigned to SLUH, Knapp was the Superior
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Knapp (left) celebrates Mass.

General of the Jesuit community, a position
he filled until Tom Cummings, S.J., assumed
the role.
Knapp initially was the co-Pastoral Director at SLUH, along with current counselor
Nina See. During that time, Knapp worked
to bring the Kairos retreat program to SLUH
(see Vol. 75, Issue 30). After the hiring of
current theology teacher Rob Garavaglia as
Pastoral Director, Knapp shifted exclusively
to teaching theology, which allowed him
to concentrate on his area of interest—the
Theology of the Body and moral issues
regarding marriage and the family.
After Pope John Paul II issued his teachings on the Theology of the Body, Knapp’s
interest was piqued, and he expressed a desire
to take part-time classes on the subject. The
Provincial instead permitted Knapp to take
a sabbatical, which he used to study at the
Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies
on Marriage and Family. Upon returning to
SLUH, Knapp wrote his dissertation and
received his doctorate in Spiritual Theology.
Knapp’s interest in these moral issues, as well
as his time spent studying them, has shaped
the way he teaches his senior Christian Life
Choices class.
“He’s got a lot of experience in moral
theology,” said theology teacher Diego
Navarro. “He knows what he’s talking
about—he’s got a wealth of information,
a lot of expertise over the teachings of the
church.”
“He always wants to know,” said junior
Jeff Mayberger. “He wants to stay well-

informed.”
“He’s always incredibly well informed
in what he talks about and teaches,” said
junior Jesse Keipp. “He always makes sure
(his students) are informed as well.”
After two periods of service to SLUH,
Knapp will find himself in a new role
next year. His assignment will take him to
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, where he will
serve on the faculty as their Spiritual Director, in addition to continuing to teach moral
theology to seminarians.
As for leaving SLUH—a place that he
has dedicated 23 years of his life to, as both a
teacher and student—Knapp feels conflicted.
“It’s bittersweet,” said Knapp. “Any
time you make a move, it’s not easy. Yet it
comes at a good time for me. I’ve been (at
SLUH) for a while, and I hope I’ve made a
few contributions.”
While Knapp knows few details of what
his new position will entail next year, one
thing is for certain: he will continue to teach,
and that reassures and excites him.
“As long as I’m allowed to teach, I’ll be
fine,” said Knapp. “I’m glad that I’m going
to be able to teach at the graduate level. To
think that I might be able to contribute to
the next generation of priests that could lead
the Church—I’m honored to be able to do
that. It’s a real honor to be asked to teach at
the seminary.”

Shelburne fully retires following temporary leave of absence
by Adam
reporter

Patton

A

fter 27 years of service at St. Louis U.
High, freshman biology teacher Dan
Shelburne is saying goodbye. Following
an initially temporary absence for medical leave in the fall, Shelburne has made
the decision to leave St. Louis U. High
permanently.
Prior to becoming a teacher, Shelburne
was deployed in Vietnam in 1969, where he
served as a combat engineer. Shelburn often
harkens back to his service days in many
classroom anecdotes.
“(Shelburne’s) classroom was always
such a fun and lively place,” said sophomore
Peter Burke. “Even today, I could probably
recall a lot of his accounts of the war and
hilarious stories from his life before SLUH.”
Returning from the army in 1970,
Shelburne went back to his job working for
General Motors as a quality control inspector
on an assembly line, but he found the job
to be tedious and unpleasant. Dissatisfied
working for GM, Shelburne decided to go
back to school and obtain an A.B. in Biology.
After receiving his degree, Shelburn
applied for a position at Monsanto but was

declined because he lacked a master’s degree. Shelburne once again chose to further
his education and acquired a master’s. But
in the meantime he had lost the impetus to
work for Monsanto, so he decided to become
a science teacher at Duchesne High School
in St. Charles.
For Shelburne, the idea to teach gained
traction after some gentle nudging from his
wife, whom he married in July of 1975. She
had taught junior high science for 15 years
and suggested that he look into it.
“My wife had been a teacher for a pretty
long time and really liked it, so I decided to
give it a try,” said Shelburne.
Apparently, teaching fit Shelburne well.
After leaving Duchesne in 1983, he applied
for another teaching job at SLUH and was
quickly hired.
“Coming into SLUH, I had no notion
of the school’s reputation,” said Shelburne.
“At first, I didn’t completely buy it, but after
27 years, the tradition and excellence kind
of grows on you, and you feel proud.”
Shelburne’s classroom antics soon
became a student favorite. Before long, his
inclination to karate-kick inanimate objects
and rip textbooks apart made him a SLUH
celebrity.

“I remember this one time when (Shelburne) caught me reading Huck Finn, and he
tore my book clean in half,” said sophomore
John Puricelli. “I wasn’t even mad. I was
just impressed and a little scared.”
Aside from his popular antics among
students, Shelburne is also highly-respected
by faculty members.
“(Shelburne) really did have a love of
nature,” said fellow biology teacher Tim
O’Keefe. “You could take a walk with him
in the forest, and he’d be able to pick up
any leaf off of the ground or point out any
animal you saw and identify it.”
Students remembered Shelburne for
being one of the first teachers at SLUH to
take biology class outdoors with his classes’
nature walks, their field trips to the St. Louis
Science Center, or to the St. Louis Zoo.
“(Shelburne) was a pioneer in taking
classes outside,” said biology teacher Steve
Kuensting. “He was really into getting his
students to experience biology firsthand, the
real thing, not just through textbooks and
videos.”
Shelburne said he will miss being a part
of the SLUH environment, and will always
have an admiration for the school.
“SLUH is just an all-around incredible
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Dan Shelburne.

place,” said Shelburne. “I know that the
community will continue to build on itself
and carry on the tradition that I am so lucky
to have been a part of.”
Megan Nelson, who filled in for the
Shelburne this year, will remain at SLUH
as a full time biology teacher next year.

McCormack leaves Pre-Engineering and Math positions
PHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO

by John
staff

S

Webb

cience teacher Helen McCormack will
leave St. Louis U. High after three
years here.
McCormack taught Pre-Engineering all
three years here and also taught one section
of math courses for two years. This year she
taught one section of Algebra I, and last
year she taught one section of Algebra II/
Trigonometry.
Although her predecessor started the
field trip to the Science Center to ride
Segways, the trip became a staple of her
Pre-Engineering class.
“It’s a very unique engineering invention, and the Science Center is right here, so
it seemed like a good idea to take advantage
McCormack and senior Steven Deves.

of it,” said McCormack.
When asked what she would miss most
about SLUH, McCormack said she will miss
her students the most.
“The engineering class is always very
memorable,” said McCormack. “It’s always
interesting to see the ideas the boys came
up with and the creative ways they have to
solve certain problems.”
In addition to teaching, McCormack
also moderated the inaugural year of the
Disney Club this year. This club screened
several Disney movies throughout the year
and held a Disney trivia contest in April.
“Sometimes I would just go into her
office and sit there and talk for a long time
about either what we wanted to do or how
we were going to do it,” said senior Stephen

Deves, the Disney Club president. “She was
always helping me get ready for the events.”
While McCormack has no definite plans
after she leaves SLUH, she hopes to either
continue teaching or get an engineering job.
“She’s always been helpful to me,” said
freshman Joey Grim who has McCormack
for Algebra I. “I feel like I really learned a
lot this year.”
“She was always there to help. If you
were behind on the chapter, she could help
you out,” said freshman Tim Lally. “She was
a very effective teacher.”
“My favorite part about her class is just
how encouraging she was,” said Deves. “She
wanted to make her class enjoyable, and she
did.”
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Looking for a change, Kuensting to teach biology at Nerinx
by Matt Cooley
core staff

F

or his 22 years at St. Louis U. High,
biology teacher Steve Kuensting has
been living out not only his job, but his
vocation—teaching and interacting with
students. But this year, feeling that he was
in danger of losing his passion for teaching,
he decided that he needed a change. After
much thought, Kuensting has decided not to
return to SLUH next year and will instead
teach at Nerinx Hall High School.
Kuensting, who came to SLUH in 1988,
helped shape a large part of SLUH’s current biology curriculum. He established the
AP Biology and Field Biology classes. He
helped write lab books for biology courses,
as well as develop a sprawling web site,
BioWeb, which now contains most of the
content for his courses and has been used
by other teachers as well. In addition to
teaching biology, Kuensting has spent the
past few years teaching summer Computer
Fundamentals and moderating the Science
Club and Inventors' Club.
“He’s definitely had a very, very positive impact,” said science department chair
Bill Anderson. “He’s always brought a lot
of enthusiasm and a lot of passion to his
teaching.”
Kuensting's students described him as
having intense expectations but also an active sense of humor.
“(His humor) kind of helped ease the
burden of us being mad at the other class
because all they were doing was playing
games while we were taking notes on hard
drives and stuff,” said freshman Tristan
Finazzo, who had Kuensting for computer
fundamentals.
Students described Kuensting as a
storyteller who frequently told his class
anecdotes—usually funny ones—about his
experiences as a teacher.

“He doesn’t hold anything he has to say
back, and I like that a lot,” said freshman
Harold Wayne, who was in Kuensting's
homeroom.
Many of those often-told anecdotes relate to the Science Club, which Kuensting has
led on hiking and backpacking expeditions
to varied locations as close as the St. Louis
Zoo and as far-flung as the Grand Canyon.
A bulletin board with pictures from these
trips hangs at the front of his classroom,
and Kuensting will gladly retell the stories
the pictures depict: the kid who used duct
tape to keep the yard-deep snow out of his
boots, or the student who lost his tent poles
on the trail.
“(The science club) may be the thing
I miss the most,” said Kuensting. “(It) has
given me some of the best educational experiences of my career. (The students and
I) are out there just to experience creation,
what the landscape has to offer, the glory of
the planet.”
Kuensting hopes to continue his involvement in outdoor trips in the future, whether
through Nerinx or SLUH.
In the classroom, Kuensting has sought
to pass on his love of nature to his students—
which is part of the reason he decided to
teach biology in the first place.
“As a kid, if it crawled or ran around, I
probably held it in my hand,” he said. “That
was just in my nature. As an adult I picked a
vocation—this has never been a job, this has
always been a vocation—where I thought I
could make a difference and I tied it in with
my childhood passion for the outdoors.”
Besides his interest in nature, Kuensting
has often brought his interest in construction to his profession. The BioWeb website,
in particular, started on Kuensting’s home
computer as a way to make more information accessible to his students at home and
ultimately reduce their stress. The site has
since grown to include much of the material
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Kuensting at the Grand Canyon in 2004.

for his courses. This year, Kuensting added
BioAssign to the site, a system for students to
practice and test themselves on the material.
SLUH’s other Biology teachers have used
parts of the site to supplement their teaching
as well.
Kuensting is quick to pass much of
the credit for BioWeb back to SLUH, who
provided the technology and the freedom
to develop and maintain the site. The site
will remain online after his departure, and
he will likely retain access to fix any major
problems.
BioAssign’s continual evolution is one
sign of Kuensting’s relentless drive to adapt
and improve his class year after year. This
year, however, Kuensting felt much less
drive to continue teaching with such intensity. Something was wrong, and Kuensting
still isn't sure what caused it. The stresses of
preparing three classes and other activities
every day with such intensity, as well as

some stress with family members’ jobs and
health, Kuensting thinks, caused him to be
less able to engage with students, the core
of the reason he decided to be a teacher.
“I'm not feeling that unstoppable endurance anymore,” said Kuensting. “Something
has changed. And that's why I need to give
something else a try, find out maybe if I can
find myself again.”
While Kuensting was sure that he needed
to do something differently, the decision to
leave SLUH was a difficult one. Although
he considered staying at SLUH and cutting
back on his commitments, Kuensting said
that he couldn't bear to feel like he was putting in less than his full effort. He considered
other remedies, such as taking a year off from
teaching. When the position at Nerinx opened
up, however, Kuensting saw an outlet where
he could continue to commit to teaching but
would have a smaller, less
continued on page 6

Raterman caps off long career shaping English department
at SLUH, most recently teaching both Honors and regular junior English. Raterman,
or 38 years, Jim Raterman has been however, will continue to serve the school
filling English classrooms at St. Louis in a part-time role as he works to continue
U. High with excitement and curiosity. And to enlighten and excite students while also
as Raterman steps down from full-time mentoring younger teachers.
Raterman, whose interview can be found
teaching this year, his legacy is one that
on
page
6, explained that one reason behind
will not be easily replaced.
his
retirement
was a desire to spend more
Raterman announced his retirement
time
with
his
wife.
earlier this year after spending three and a
Both fellow teachers as well as students
half decades working as an English teacher
PHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO understand that he is an
extraordinary teacher whose
legacy will remain at SLUH
for years.
English colleague Rich
Moran, no rookie to the
department himself, having worked at SLUH for 31
years, first met Raterman
when applying for a job at
SLUH; Raterman was department chair and therefore
was in charge of hiring new
teachers. Moran was struck
immediately by Raterman’s
energy, a trait many over the
years have pointed out, but
said that Raterman’s equally
impressive professionalism
took a little longer to set in.
“I remember that when
I first met and I was first
teaching with him, I was—
as I think probably many
people were—a little confused. I thought ‘What is
it with this guy, anyway?’
because he had this type of
enthusiasm which seemed
to not always match the
facts on the ground,” said
Raterman and senior Alan Ratermann.
Moran. “His enthusiasm
by Nate Heagney
core staff

F

seemed almost amateurish and what I came
to understand soon and have understood
for 31 years now is that Jim has a remarkable combination of an amateur’s love for
teaching and a professional’s dedication for
doing it right and getting the details right and
making sure everything works out.”
Raterman is well-known for his eccentric personality and optimistic attitude;
the white boards in his classrooms are often
a canopy of connections and themes by the
end of a class period. However, Raterman’s
career was also marked by a sharp attention
to detail and a willingness to fully invest
himself as a teacher, making his career a
memorable one.
English teacher Tim Curdt, who has
worked closely alongside Raterman teaching juniors this year, seconded that notion,
speaking to how well prepared Raterman is
for every class.
“As a student you think it’s all sort of
silliness. But then you step behind the curtain
and you see how unbelievably prepared he is
at every stage, even though it seems entirely
relaxed and almost spontaneous,” said Curdt.
“That’s been the most inspiring thing for me
as a teacher.”
Curdt’s memory of Raterman doesn’t
go as far back as does Moran’s, but the two
do have a long history. Curdt was friends
with Raterman’s son Andy in high school
and then had Raterman as a teacher. Curdt
went as far as to say that Raterman was the
final reason he went into teaching.
Curdt, who taught Honors English this
year—even though it was not his turn in the
rotation—for a chance to finally work with
Raterman, talked about being a student in
Raterman’s class.
“It was simultaneously silly and serious.
You were challenged to engage in intellectual
responses to the book, all the while in this

relaxed environment. It just made you look
forward to English everyday,” said Curdt.
Junior Ben Luczak, who had Raterman for Honors English this year, noted
Raterman’s ability not only to help students
understand the material but also to inspire
students to engage in the texts more deeply.
“He’s the sort of teacher that inspires
you a lot. He gets excited about stuff and
there will be times when he just starts smiling about something in Catch-22 or Light in
August or some other book. In the end, he
inspires you to read in order to gain more
or to set the bar even higher,” said Luczak.
Fellow junior Geoff Behr talked about
how Raterman’s excitement for the material rubbed off on students, leading to an
enthusiastic classroom atmosphere.
“He always keeps things interesting.
You never know what to expect with Mr.
Raterman. He’s pretty off the wall with the
way he teaches a lot of the topics,” said
Behr. “He makes sure that it is exciting and
interesting. He always has us standing up
and jumping up and down.”
It’s that energy and enthusiasm, along
with an extraordinary ability to communicate
the material with students, that will epitomize
Raterman’s legacy. Luczak said that Raterman could serve as a role model for future
teachers.
“He’s really good at teaching and he’s
really good at talking about English, and
he’s very inspiring and hopefully it’ll be
like a legacy to people that if they want to
teach and they want to be like that, they can
aspire to be like Mr. Raterman, just be really
crazy and really know a book and love it,”
said Luczak.
Moran talked about what sort of legacy
he sees Raterman leaving.
“His enthusiasm and love for doing
continued on page 6
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Raterman retires Mr. Jim Raterman, father to the Prep News and
the English department
(from 5)

things well. I think that’s the legacy he
leaves for teachers and students alike. His
legacy in our department is that he created an atmosphere of affection among us.
SLUH has always been that type of school.
Where colleagues look out for each other
and care about each other and try and serve
each other and that’s always been what I
felt, with Raterman as my colleague and as
my supervisor, that’s what Raterman had,”
said Moran.
That legacy will also be captured in more
tangible ways as well. Back in February,
Mary Pat and Tom Santel, ’76, endowed a full
scholarship to SLUH in Raterman’s name.
Also, the English Department gives and will
continue to give an award in Raterman’s
name to the senior who best exemplifies
an interest and willingness to engage in the
material.
Curdt said that while he was sad to
see Raterman go, although Raterman will
continue to teach at least one class, he had
learned a great deal from his former teacher
stretching further than the classroom.
“It goes beyond what he means to me
and what he means to my professional life
and certainly to my whole life as a teacher
and as a husband and father. The effect he’s
had on me is so profound that you’re kind of
numb thinking about him leaving, although
he will be around for at least one class next
year, which is good,” said Curdt.
So while Raterman will retire from fulltime teaching, his exuberance, passion, and
broad smile expect to linger around those
whose lives he touched, in his 38-year career,
for quite some time.

Kuensting
to depart SLUH

(from 5)
stressful environment.
“I’m going to Nerinx and I’m going to
give them everything I’ve got; that’s just the
way I am,” said Kuensting. “They’re going
to get 150 percent of what I’ve got because
that’s what I gave here. And that’s what I
need! I need something that’s going to get
me to do that, because I don’t want to give
90 percent.”
Kuensting’s decision to take the position
at Nerinx was stressful, one that he said kept
him from sleeping. He called it a large risk,
but ultimately felt compelled to take the job.
“Another job opened up which was the
only other job I would have considered,”
said Kuensting. “I did not apply to 10 other
schools, I applied to one school. It was as
if, almost, it was a divine thing. It led to an
interview, and then it led to another interview.
And it was as if it was unfolding before me.
So I feel like I’m answering a calling in a
way.”
Kuensting will still teach Computer
Fundamentals at SLUH this summer. Because no one else in the science department
had an interest in Missouri’s natural history
comparable to Kuensting’s, the Field Biology
course has been dropped. The department
is currently conducting the first round of
interviews to fill the position Kuensting is
vacating.
“I’m taking a risk. But the most important thing is I can’t afford to risk that
excitement about why I got into this in the
first place,” said Kuensting. “And I feel deep
down that it’s going to work.”
“(SLUH) gave me all this stuff and
I really tried to give back to the school a
major return on their investment,” he said.
“I’m hoping somebody can pick up that torch
and move with it.”

Editors’ note: I sat down with Mr. Jim Raterman on Wednesday to talk with him about his
tenure at SLUH and his partial retirement.
We met in the Library workroom, chatting
through sixth period, and talking about his
years here. We talked about his time in the
English Department and his time as the
moderator of the Prep News. Presented below
are excerpts from the interview.
PO: What has it been like to work in the
English department and see it change over
the years?
JR: Oh just …. I mean it’s an evolution.
You always hire the best person you can
and watch them as they help evolve the
English Department and that’s always a
thrill. That’s a thrill.
PO: Some people say you are a little bit
crazy. How would you respond to those
allegations?
JR: Isn’t everyone?... In their own way. Let’s
just say I have fun.
PO: Everyone in the school, whether they’ve
had you as a teacher or not, seems to have
an impression of you. I’m sure you’ve
heard them.
JR: How many impressions, then, does that
create? I’ve been here for 38 years, times
how many people in the school each year?
Equals how many impressions? (Laughs)

PO: You are known, as we’ve been talking
about, for many things including your wit,
enthusiasm for nature, and unending energy
and good will. Why do you think people have
these perceptions of you?
JR: I have fun. There’s a lot of my mom in
me and there’s a lot of my dad in me. I’m
very proud of that, and if that’s the effect
(chuckles), I’m honored if people have that
feeling. I can’t explain it. This school has allowed me try all different teaching techniques
and develop approaches that are a lot of fun.
PO: You’ve taught at SLUH for 38 years.
What made you stay here?
JR: I’ve never thought of leaving. Each year
I get excited about how we can do it better
the next year. I honestly look forward to the
next year. People who know me know I keep
notes about what I would do better the next
year, how I would approach it. I’m always
working with somebody who is very, very
interesting. And, pairing up, working with
other people has just been thrilling. I’ve never
thought about leaving. I never did.
PO: With partially retiring, what kinds
of thoughts, emotions, feelings, are going
through your head?

PO: What is it like to hear people that you’ve
never met do an impression of you?

JR: Lots of emotions. I think I’ve come to
terms with the kind of retirement that the
school and I have worked out, and I’m very
pleased with that. I think it’s the time to do
what I’m doing and the school has allowed
me to continue on but without all of the
demands and the pressures.

JR: I try to avoid them. They seem to enjoy
it; we’ll let them have their fun.

PO: What mark do you hope to have here?
What do you hope to be your legacy?

PO: What’s been your most rewarding experience as a SLUH English teacher?

JR: (Laughs) I don’t see … legacy?

JR: When you see people beginning to get
it, beginning to see the power of reading,
whether it’s poetry or prose. Teaching the
poetry section, that’s an absolute thrill. My
first year here in 1973-’74, I tried to teach
poetry. And, although I thought I knew what
I was doing, it just didn’t work out, and so,
the next year, Fr. Ray hired a great person,
Sr. Cathlin Casey. The two of us paired up
together, team taught, talked at night over the
phone, then in the morning and through the
day as we planned things out. That was probably just one of the most creative times. She,
and Paul Rossi, Jerry Harp, Steve Missey,
and the other people I’ve taught with. But,
in ’74-’75, we decided that Macbeth wasn’t
as much what we wanted to do as Othello
and to develop that. The two of us working
on that was just so exciting.
For the Honors class, we did All the
King’s Men as a novel. I’d be up early, very
early in the morning, working on my particular section of it and we talked about it.
That was thrilling.
Short stories, to me this has been an
exhilarating experience, working with somebody else. Through the years, working with
partners—I’ve tried to always work with
partners and I’ve been so fortunate with
them—Steve Missey, Tim Curdt, Jerry Harp,
Paul Rossi, and they go on and on, but Sr.
Casey was the first. To create ways to help
students learn to read with real interest and
sophistication and insight and to help them
write well has been thrilling. That’s the joy
and the excitement of teaching books you’ve
taught before, too. You keep seeing more
to them. And, you continually find ways of
helping others to see more in the works and
it’s always exciting to introduce a new one
because it starts the process over and you
realize how much you know and how much
you don’t. (Laughs)

PO: Well you’ve got the Raterman Award
in your honor, you’ve got the scholarship
in your honor…
JR: Well, I’m just very fortunate. The word
legacy is just something I don’t know how
to deal with. I’m very honored by what Tom
Santel did and what the department did. I’m
just very honored.
PO: When you bike, what do you think
about?
JR: .... It’s just so much fun being on a bike,
and quite often, and this is one of the great
joys about biking, bicyclists simply join up
and start talking, and that’s delightful. That
usually begins with bikes and who knows
where it goes, and then it ends. But, those
conversations can go for an hour, two hours.
In fact, on Saturdays in the summer I’ll bike
with a friend, and it’s just a great time to
talk about all kinds of things, to challenge
myself as an old guy to bike up hills and
just to be together.
PO: What’s your favorite unit to teach?
JR: What I’m teaching at the time … Barn
Burning, yeah, Fleur, yeah, poetry, yeah.
Honestly. That’s where I’m so lucky. I’ve
been able to design things, working with a
partner, and what we’re doing always interests me, and I guess if it doesn’t interest me,
I wouldn’t do it.
Prep News
PO: You were the moderator of the Prep
News from ’75 to ’96. What was that like?
JR: I was the sole moderator. I was considered co-moderator from ’73 to ’75 and
I would do a lot of the editing and helping
the editors find stories, mostly editing, and

then working on layout. Then, Fr. Dave
Wayne had the final say and would run off
the newspapers on the old mimeograph
machines. And then with Tom Santel, my
first editor and I, in 210—and that was
wonderful—every week, making sure that
we would come out because a newspaper
has to be regular, and it can’t be a monthly.
When I was in high school, the newspaper
I worked on—I was a photographer, actually I worked in the darkroom developing
pictures—would come out once a month,
and I would watch people and they would
read it for a second and throw it away. News
has to be current. In the back of my mind, I
supported Fr. Wayne, his idea of a weekly,
because news has to be current.
PO: How has the Prep News, either in spirit,
or simply in format, evolved over the years?
JR: It evolved because of the publication
process. The first issues would be four to six
pages because it took so long to type them on
stencil. We were very limited on the numbers
of stories, the lengths of stories because of
just the process of coming out every week,
and the story of the Prep News really can
be traced that way. I remember one teacher
who said, “Four pages, six pages, you can’t
go to eight pages.” And I just looked at
him, and thought, “Well of course we can.”
There are many more stories, much more
news, around here. This is a more interesting place than we are able with our present
means of publication to cover. And so, the
history of it is, then we got a scanner from
the mother’s club and that allowed us still
to type but then cut and place and then use
a scanner. That allowed us then to increase
the number of pages of the newspaper. Then
we got on a computer and those two things
worked beautifully together.
Better editing, longer stories, printing
them out and then cutting and pasting and
putting them on the scanner. We could do
more things too. We weren’t limited by typing them on a stencil. George Hickenlooper,
who did the mastheads, the pictures did such
a remarkable job because he had to carve
his pictures into a stencil. I marvel at that
ability. So we were limited by that. And as
the process improved, so did our ability to
cover more stories and then to have editorials and to expand in all kinds of directions.
And then we got Pagemaker, so we could
do everything. And then if you trace the
Prep News, as the process allowed us more
options, what was happening in the school
allowed us to fill those, to keep going, to keep
improving, and it’s just kept improving and
I’m very proud that I was a part of that.
PO: Could you talk a little bit about your
relationship to the Prep News from when
you were just hired to now?
JR: Once I left as moderator, it would be
unfair of me to have a presence on the Prep
News because editors and the new moderator were in charge. Whatever we had done
before, I knew that they would learn from
that and try to improve. That’s the way this
school is. So no, I did the best I could to
keep out of it. I was honored when just last
week, Steve Missey asked me to help out on
an article. I was honored, but the best thing
I could do was to let the new moderator and
his staff continue on building on the tradition.
PO: What’s it like for you every Friday to
see the Prep News and know that you have
had some hand in this down the line?
JR: Wow ... Wow ... I mean what do you say?
What thrills me is the process continues and
the paper continues to get better and better
and better and better, all the time. The writing, the range of articles, and the editorials
continued on page 16
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Commons renovation nearly underway
(from 1)
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longer be meandering around the
As for future construction
campus with their lunches looking
plans after the new Commons
for space.”
is built, especially regarding
A full-service kitchen and
the use of the old cafeteria
servery will be part of the new cafspace, both Laughlin and
Restrooms
eteria. The servery, the area where
Rankin describe a “domino
Storage
food is served, will be at the east
effect”– how one job brings
entrance to the cafeteria and will
about another to be completed.
offer two permanent pay stations,
Budget permitting, the hope
Kitchen
Kitchen
one per line, and three additional
is that within the next year or
Offices
portable pay stations can be pulled
so, the administrative offices
out on busy days to accommodate
in the central corridor will
extra traffic. For students bringing
move to the current cafeteria
Servery
their own lunches, there will be
space. Then, the central coran alternate walkway to bypass
ridor opposite the chapel
the servery into the cafeteria. If a
would become, as Laughlin
student, for example, only wanted
described, “a student activiBookstore
to buy a fountain drink, he could
ties hub,” where student clubs
Meeting Space
purchase it at a second concession
and activities could regularly
area, located in the middle of the
meet. The main administrative
cafeteria.
offices, then, would be in close
Entrance
“I am definitely looking forproximity to the new entrance.
ward to (the new Commons). The
Laughlin explained the
kitchen will have a bit more room
potential move, “If you have
and the appliances will get an upa visitor or parent coming into
date. With more space for both the Tentative floor plan for the renovated Commons. The newly converted cafeteria/assembly space will be in the old gymnasium to the left. The the school through the new ennew main entrance and lobby will be located beyond the steps on the lower righthand side of the rendering.
food service staff and the students,
trance, it makes sense that they’re
entrance, will be moved to the Berthold certainly look very different than how it is,”
it will be fun to try out new things,”
close to the high school offices.”
entrance. Rankin explained that the room added Laughlin.
said food service employee Laura Riley.
Another suggested idea for the cafeteria
Laughlin also suggested that the statue space would be to build an extra science
The new Commons will also feature a around this new switchboard, currently the
cafeteria
overflow
room
with
round
tables
of
St.
Ignatius in the interior courtyard would classroom or art studio.
space dedicated specifically to student conand
carpet
tiles,
will
serve
as
a
comfortable
be
moved
to the new Berthold entrance.
gregation. On the south side of the building,
As for payment for the project, no
welcome
area
for
parents,
guests,
and
proThe
entire
project will be constructed money from student tuition will be used to
a new permanent stage backed by a large
stained glass window will be constructed. spective students’ families, and will include with easy access in mind. A new elevator fund the campaign. Of the funds, $125,000
On either side of the stage, there will be a flat-screen TV displaying school news and a handicap accessible ramp will be con- has come from this year’s Cashbah auction
nooks with overstuffed couches for students and general information about the school. structed at the main entrance. The kitchen where bidders, through the Fund-A-Need
to read, wait for rides, or chat with friends. In addition, the school apparel store will be will border the serving area so that no halls program, could donate directly to the ComThe entire south wall will be glass so that moved from the pool hall into the new lobby will need to be crossed with food. The team mons construction fund. The rest of the
meeting room has been transformed into a money came from donations to the Vision
students can overlook the campus or see area.
As
the
most
popular
entrance
in
the
storage area for tables and chairs from the 2000 campaign throughout the past ten years.
their rides arrive after school.
school
and
initially
a
back
door,
the
Berthold
nearby cafeteria so that they can be stowed
“One of the ideas, I think, in Vision
With construction going on in the
entrance
will
now
be
officially
referred
to
as
and retrieved quickly for Masses and other midst of first semester next school year, the
2000 was that there weren’t many spaces in
the building for a student to hang out,” said the main entrance. To make it look so, the events. Although some small lockers on the administration will be communicating with
President David Laughlin. “When you have current stairs will be torn out and rebuilt. western side of the locker room will need to students about how to enter school, whether
guys here until 10 o’clock at night and on A Script will also be engraved above the be removed, about 25 much larger lockers through the theater entrance or the far east
weekends, that becomes an important issue.” entrance, similar to the theater, to signify will be inserted on the eastern side of the entrance near the locker rooms. Assuming
locker room near the showers.
The main entrance of the turn-around the main entrance.
an early June start, the project should be
“Since
it
is
the
main
entrance,
and
has
The idea for the Commons was initially completed sometime in the middle of January
on Berthold Avenue, and the area directly
inside it, will be entirely reconstructed. been, what we’ve chosen to do was give conceived as part of Vision 2000. Originally, 2012.
The switchboard, currently located at the that area a facelift. We’re not renovating it the gymnasium and Commons were supnorthern end of the school near the Oakland in some highly dramatic sense, but it will posed to be all in one building.

“Like every great democratic movement in American history, Jacksonian democracy eventually collided with the courts, running up sharply
against their inclination to devise new guarantees for property and
throw up new obstacles to popular control.”
–Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.

Senior Prom 2011

PHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO

From left: seniors Phil Nahlik, Callie Federer, Hillary Hungerford, Pat Smith, Libby Potter,
and Ryan Koch are all smiles before Prom last Friday at The Ceaders. After an 8 o’clock
dinner, seniors and their dates danced the night away.

Printed with permission of the
National Weather Service.
St. Louis, MO Weather
Service Office
Phone: 636-441-8467
Compiled by Conor Gearin
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Class of 2011 Accepted Scholarships

Students are listed alphabetically, followed Simon Clark: Rockhurst University; Academic, Logan Hayward: University of Notre Dame; Acaby the university they have chosen to attend
and the name/type of scholarship(s) they have
chosen to accept.

Jesuit, Service

demic, Notre Dame Club of St. Louis Scholarship

Alexander Cross: Truman State University;
Academic

Daniel Heinrichs: St. Louis University; Jesuit

Thomas Dell’Orco: Missouri University of Science and Technology; Academic

Michael Anderson: University of Miami-Florida;
Academic
Stephen Deves: St. Louis University; Academic,
Jesuit, Bright Flight
Kurt Backer: Xavier University; Academic,
Jesuit
Andrew Dziedzic: Xavier University; Academic,
Jesuit, Leadership
Brendan Baldridge: Creighton University; Academic, Jesuit
Joseph Earsom: Truman State University; Academic, Talent, Bright Flight
Andrew Beckerle: St. Louis University-Madrid,
Spain; Academic, Jesuit
Andrew Eilers: Rockhurst University; Academic,
Jesuit
Brian Bement: Loyola University-Chicago;
Academic, Athletic, Jesuit
Benjamin Emnett: Missouri University of Science and Technology; Academic, Athletic
Joseph Benoist: St. Louis University; Academic,
Jesuit
Conor Fellin: University of Tulsa; Academic,
National Merit
Joseph Bentz: University of Missouri-Columbia;
Navy ROTC Scholarship
Marcelo Fernan: Rockhurst University; Academic, Jesuit
James Berger: Miami University; Academic
Kevin Flaker: Missouri University of Science
Joseph Blume: University of Dayton; Academic and Technology; Academic, Bright Flight
David Boll: University of Tulsa; Academic, Patrick Fox: University of Tulsa; Academic
National Merit (Ameren Corporation)
Nicholas Frank: Lindenwood University; AcaJacob Born: Marquette University; Academic, demic, Bright Flight
Jesuit, Leadership, Service
Dylan Gardner: Spring Hill College; Academic,
Hans Brende: University of Tulsa; Academic, Athletic, Jesuit, Leadership
National Merit
Joseph Gardner: United States Naval Academy;
William Brennan: IAABO Scholarship
Academic
John Brockgreitens: University of Minnesota- Conor Gearin: Truman State University; AcaTwin Cities; Academic
demic, Bright Flight

Luke Hellwig: Carleton College; National Merit
(Anheuser-Busch)
Nicholas Herrmann: Truman State University;
Academic
Nathan Hewlett: University of Missouri-Columbia; Academic
Daniel Hoefel:University of Missouri-Columbia;
Academic
Stephen Hoerr: Rockhurst University; Bright
Flight
Ryan Hoffman: University of Kansas; Academic
Jackson Hoffmann: University of MissouriColumbia; Academic, Bright Flight
Philip Hogrebe: University of Missouri-Columbia; Academic
Ross Hoover: Missouri University of Science
and Technology; Academic, American Legion
Scholarship
Addison Jacobs: Loyola University-Chicago;
Academic, Jesuit
Kyle Jacoby: University of Missouri-Columbia;
Academic
Mark Jaskowiak: University of Missouri-Columbia; Bright Flight
Patrick Judge: Miami University-Ohio; Academic, A T & T Foundation Scholarship
Michael Kaminski:Creighton University; Academic, Jesuit, Veterans of Foreign Wars Ladies
Auxiliary Scholarship, IAABO Scholarship

Timothy Brotherton: Rockhurst University;
Academic, Jesuit, Bright Flight

Matthew Geisman: University of Dayton; Academic

Charles Brynac: Truman State University; Academic, Athletic

Matthew Genova: St. Louis University; Academic, Jesuit, Bright Flight

Patrick Buckley: Creighton University; Academic, Jesuit, Military Children Scholarship

Michael Griffard: University of Missouri- Kolby King: University of Missouri-St. Louis;
Columbia; Bright Flight
Academic

Robert Kaye: St. Louis University; Bright Flight
Michael Kiesewetter: Rockhurst University;
Academic, Jesuit, Bright Flight

Kevin Buettner: University of Tulsa; Academic, Michael Hagerty: University of Missouri-CoNational Merit
lumbia; Academic, Bright Flight

Casey Kish: Missouri University of Science and
Technology; Academic, Bright Flight

Nicholas Byrne: Quincy University; Academic

Joseph Hannan: Truman State University; Academic

Kevin Kleinschmidt: Marquette University;
Academic, Jesuit, Service

Edward Harris: University of Missouri-Columbia; Academic, Bright Flight

Ryan Koch: University of Missouri-Columbia;
Bright Flight

Luke Carden: University of Missouri-Columbia;
Academic, Bright Flight

Tyler Carron: University of Missouri-Columbia;
Academic
Samuel Harris: Johns Hopkins University;
Academic
Alexander Childs: Indiana University; Academic
Patrick Hart: Spring Hill College; Academic,
Daniel Chiodini: Southeast Missouri State Uni- Jesuit, Leadership
versity; Academic
Nicholas Hartzler: St. Louis University; AcaJacob Chisholm: United States Military Acad- demic, Jesuit, Bright Flight
emy; Academic

Riley Konzen: Marquette University; Navy ROTC
Scholarship
Mitchell Kramer: University of Missouri-Columbia; Bright Flight
Sasha Kuebel: University of Iowa; Academic,
Athletic
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Alexander Kuhlman: Texas Christian University; Nicholas Piening: Rockhurst University; AcaAcademic
demic, Jesuit

Brian Silvestri: Southern Methodist University;
Academic

Brian LaBelle: Marquette University; Academic

Patrick Smith: Loyola University-Chicago;
Academic, Jesuit

Gilman Plitt: Colorado State University; Academic

Patrick Lally: St. Louis University; Academic,
Jesuit
Matthew Potter: University of Dayton; Academic
David Laughlin: Creighton University; Academic, Jesuit

Samuel Purcell: Missouri University of Science
and Technology; Academic, Bright Flight

Nicholas Lewchenko: St. Louis University; Samuel Randolph: Seton Hall University; AcaAcademic, Jesuit, Bright Flight
demic

Dennis Stinehart: John Carroll University; Academic, Jesuit
Adam Stoeppler: Loyola University-Chicago;
Academic, Jesuit
Charles Swanger: University of MissouriColumbia; Academic

John Lewis: University of Missouri-Columbia;
Academic, National Merit, Bright Flight, Mortgage
Bankers Association of St. Louis Scholarship

Mark Rapisardo: Missouri University of Science and Technology; Academic, National Merit,
Bright Flight

Stephen Ludwig: Missouri University of Science
and Technology; Academic

Daniel Raterman: Washington University; Academic, Bright Flight

John Taaffe: University of Missouri-Columbia;
Bright Flight

Michael Lumetta: Swarthmore College; National Alan Ratermann: Rockhurst University; AcaMerit (Boeing Company)
demic, Jesuit, National Merit (Utility Workers
Union of America)
Maximilian Margherio: University of Minnesota-Twin Cities; Academic
Zachary Rauschenbach: St. Louis University;
Academic, Jesuit, Bright Flight
Timothy McCoy: St. Louis University; Academic, Jesuit, Bright Flight, Phillips Electronics Patrick Reda: University of Dayton; Academic
Scholarship
Ryan Reding: Herman Kreigshauser Mid-States
William McManus: St. Louis University; Jesuit Club Hockey Association Scholarship

Etefia Umana: Loyola University-New Orleans;
Academic, Service

Thomas Meehan: Indiana University; Academic James Reichenbach: University of MissouriColumbia; Academic
Joseph Meier: University of Tulsa; Academic
Robert Reynolds: Missouri University of SciJohn Milner: College of the Holy Cross; Aca- ence and Technology; Academic, Bright Flight,
demic
Manchester Elks Lodge Scholarship

Timothy Switzer: Creighton University; Academic, Leadership

Joseph Urschler: University of Missouri-Columbia; Academic, Bright Flight
Franklin Warner: Gannon University; Academic
Matthew Warner: Truman State University;
Academic
Maxwell Waters: St. Louis University; Academic, Jesuit, National Merit (UPS Foundation),
Bright Flight
Brett Weber: University of Missouri-Columbia;
Academic, Bright Flight
Nathan Wells: Worcester Polytechnic Institute;
Academic, National Merit

William Moritz: University of Missouri-Columbia; Academic

Elliot Rhodes: Xavier University; Academic,
Jesuit

Thomas Morrison: University of MissouriColumbia; Academic, Bright Flight

Zachary Robben: New Jersey Institute of Technology; Academic

Philip Nahlik: Loyola University-Chicago; Academic, Service, Leadership, Jesuit, National Merit,
Missouri Elks Association Scholarship

John Sachs: Grinnell College; Academic

William Whealen: University of MissouriColumbia; Academic, Bright Flight

John Schaefer: St. Louis University; Academic,
Jesuit

Timothy Williams: University of MissouriColumbia; Bright Flight

Gregory Scheetz: Truman State University;
Academic

Austin Winn: University of Missouri-Columbia;
Bright Flight

Nicholas Schmidt: University of MissouriColumbia; Bright Flight

Edwin Young: University of Northern Iowa;
Athletic

Zachary Otten: University of Miami-Florida; William Schmitt: University of Missouri-ColumAcademic
bia; Academic, Bright Flight

Special thanks to Mrs. Becky Berger of the

Patrick O’Leary: Emory University; Academic
Kevin O’Meara: University of Missouri-Columbia; Academic, Bright Flight
Evan Orf : Lehigh University; Academic

Joseph Westrich: Loyola University-Chicago;
Academic, Jesuit

Counseling Department for compiling col-

Michael Patke: St. Louis University; Academic, Danny Schmittgens: University of MissouriJesuit
Columbia; Bright Flight
lege information for the past two issues of
Quinn Pazderka: DePaul University; Academic Daniel Schneier: University of Missouri-Colum- the Prep News.
bia; Academic
Drew Pereira: Missouri University of Science
and Technology; Academic
Andrew Schoessel: Aurora University; Academic
Guistino Perrini: Missouri University of Science Nicholas Schwetz: St. Louis University; Acaand Technology; Bright Flight
demic, Jesuit, Bright Flight
Timothy Pettey: University of Missouri-Columbia; Academic

Joseph Shaver: Best Buy at 15 Scholarship,
Greater St. Louis Area Council Boy Scouts of
America Scholarship

Congratulations
class of 2011
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Water Polo
(from 1)

Despite the team’s weariness, SLUH
scored five goals in a 5-2 third quarter to go
up 7-6. They pulled it together during the
third quarter to put themselves in the lead
for the first time that game.
The momentum continued into the
fourth quarter as Lewis drew a penalty shot
and Erlinger swept the ball in the goal from
five yards away.
With the clock winding down, all seven
seniors were put in the water to play keep
away for the last few minutes. All the seniors
were in the water as the buzzer sounded and
SLUH’s 9-6 win brought the State trophy
back home after losing it to DeSmet last
year.
“The game being so close was tough, and
we all hated being down, but it felt good to
know we weren’t given anything. Our mental
toughness, which is one of Baud’s biggest
focuses, really showed up in the finals when
we kept fighting and never gave up,” said
Lewis.
Through doing seemingly unending
conditioning drills, and pushing themselves
during each practice, the Baudbills made
themselves mentally tougher than the other
team, which was clear from their performance during those last two quarters when
they were just as exhausted as Ladue.
The Jr. Bills could not have asked for
a better end to the season as they became
not only the best, but their best also. Coach
Paul Baudendistel said that last year’s class
worked just as hard as other year’s teams,
but appreciated that the 2011 team put their
game together for the championship.

May 20, 2011

Lacrosse finishes regular season 11-3

by Donnie
reporter

PHOTO COURTESY OF MR. SCOTT HILL

Land

T

he St. Louis U. High Jr. Billikens (11-3)
finished off their season with a solid
victory over the Kirkwood Pioneers last
Thursday on their home turf. The team has
home-field advantage in the first round of
the playoffs as a No. 4 seed, and will face
first-year D1 team and No. 5 seed Clayton
this Friday at SLUH.
“Just as Eureka came up to D1 from D2
last year and knocked us out, so also Clayton
is up from D2, and can’t be underestimated
so we don’t have similar results to last year,”
said senior attack Ryan Reding.
The Jr. Bills did not let the Pioneers
keep up with their aggressive, conquering
offense. For the seniors, the game against
Kirkwood would be a memorable one as
it was their Senior Night, where they were
recognized for their involvement with the
lacrosse program over the course of their
four years at the U. High.
The Jr. Billikens brought it to the Pioneers with a quick score, as senior midfielder
Andrew Schoessel set the team off with a
quick dodging shot. After the Kirkwood
goalie saved six shots in a row following his
one goal allowed the U. High offense quickly
followed Schoessel’s feat with dodging goals
by Reding and junior attack Thomas Place.
Kirkwood scored at the end of the first
quarter, leaving them behind by only two.
SLUH started to wear down the Pioneers
in the second quarter, and took an 8-2 lead
into halftime.
Senior attack Evan Orf scored just seven
seconds into the third quarter, and the defense
continued to hold off the Pioneer offense,

Senior Aaron Kressig and junior Daniel Tlapek aim to strip the ball from a Kirkwood midfielder.

limiting them to four shots the whole quarter. Juniors Sam Cannon, Mark Weber, and
John Jedlicka, with the assistance of seniors
Pat Judge and Will Moritz, successfully got
the ball to the offense on 15 of 17 attempts,
and SLUH took a 13-3 lead into the fourth
quarter.
SLUH cruised to another blow-out victory, thanks to junior Jack McHenry’s three
goals, winning 15-4.
The Jr. Bills used their game versus
Kirkwood as a warm-up for the quarterfinal
game against Clayton this Friday.
“We have the advantage of already playing and defeating Clayton once, so we know
their strengths and weaknesses,” said senior

midfielder Nate Hewlett. “In the past week’s
worth of practices we have been simulating
their offensive and defensive styles, and
practicing on exploiting their weaknesses.”
In SLUH’s first contest against Clayton,
Clayton was ahead by a goal late in the
game, and would have won if it wasn’t for
the game-tying goal by Schoessel and gamewinning goal by junior midfielder Michael
Leritz with less than two minutes left.
“Last year we were knocked out of
playoffs in quarterfinals against Eureka, so
this year we feel we need to prove ourselves,
because we definitely have the talent to make
continued on page 12

Freshman Schaeffer represents golf at State tournament

by Ben Hutchison
reporter

T

he Class 4 State championship took
place at Twin Oaks Country Club in
Springfield, Mo. on Monday and Tuesday
of this week. Freshman Scott Schaeffer was
St. Louis U. High’s only representative at
the tournament this year.
The 100 players in the field were allowed practice rounds on Sunday to get to
know the course before teeing off Monday
morning.
Twin Oaks was in fairly good playing
condition for State, but the fairways gave
the players tight lies and the bunkers didn’t
have much sand in them, making the course
tough.
Schaeffer said of his expectations before
the tournament, “I do not want to focus on

shooting a specific score because I feel like
that limits myself.”
The weather was great for the players
both days, but the wind was up on Monday,
making conditions even tougher than they
were with double-cut greens, long rough,
and tight pins.
Schaeffer went out on Monday morning
with hopes of putting himself in contention
for the final round.
“My pairing was fun on the first day.
They helped me calm my nerves being a
freshman,” said Schaeffer.
Schaeffer started off the day consistently, but the sixth hole started his downfall.
The hole features a tight fairway that a player
has to hit in order to avoid being cut off by
the trees.
Schaeffer struggled and shot a 94, his

worst round of the year by far, putting him
out of contention.
“I think I struggled because my swing
got loose and it really didn’t have to do with
pressure,” said Schaeffer.
Schaeffer looked to put up a low number
on Tuesday; his spirits were not down after
the round.
Not everyone struggled on Monday
though. Senior Kyle Weldon of Parkway
South shot the low round of the day with
a one-under 70. Weldon placed fourth in
State as a junior and he looked to keep up
the good play and win as his high school
career ended.
Schaeffer went out on Tuesday and
played better than he did the first day. He
shot an 87, but the disappointing result won’t
lower his confidence for the future.

Schaeffer said, “Being a freshman, it
was cool to see what I had to do to be the
best, but also humbling seeing how much
work I will need to get there.”
Schaeffer was on the biggest stage in
high school golf, but his game just wasn’t
there at the right time.
“I learned that State has the best players,
and to compete you have to be strong in both
your game and your mentality,” Schaeffer
said.
Weldon did not win the State tournament. Though he had a four-stroke lead
going into Tuesday, he struggled, shooting
a 76 and placing third. Junior Mike Wootten
of Francis Howell had the low round of the
tournament, shooting three under 68 to win
the Class 4 State tournament.

Marifian sails through tennis districts, ready for State
by Drew Dziedzic
core staff

S

enior Greg Marifian will represent the
St. Louis U. High tennis team at this
year’s State competition.
“My goal is to win this year. This is my
last chance … it’d be quite a way to go out,”
said Marifian.
At State, Marifian is expecting tough
competition from Glendale senior Paul
Nahon and Rock Bridge junior Bradford
Zitsch.
“We are all pretty even. Some days
they’re better, some days I’m better. It just
depends what clicks,” said Marifian.
Marifian is going to State after impressive showings at individual Sectionals and
Districts.
At Districts, which took place this
past Friday, the Jr. Bills played very competitively. Kirkwood, Vianney, and Webster
Groves are in SLUH's district.
Marifian rolled over his Vianney and
Kirkwood competitors. He crushed his Vianney opponent so quickly that when Marifian

ended the match, most players were just
starting their second set. In his Kirkwood
match, Marifian won 6-0, 6-0, allowing his
opponent to score just four points the entire
match.
“It was really getting down to crunch
time for pre-prom stuff, so I was like, I am
just going to go out there and win every
point,” said Marifian.
Junior Cameron Trachsel also advanced
past Districts after defeating a Webster player
and later crushing Kirkwood's Ben Leible
in a very short match.
While Marifian and Trachsel moved on
from Districts, neither of SLUH’s doubles
teams advanced.
The doubles team of sophomore David
“Twinney” Mayhall and junior Tony Ghazarian started the day off well. They defeated
the orange-clad Webster team 7-5, 6-2. It
was a hard-fought match though, as SLUH
was initially down in the first set.
“We were pretty shaky in the first set
against Webster. We went up 40-15 in the
first game, and then we lost it. I was getting
upset because I knew we should have beaten

Webster pretty easily,” said Mayhall. Mayhall pointed to bad serves and not closing
out points as reasons that they started to fall
behind.
But following a chat with Zarrick,
Mayhall and Ghazarian regrouped, formed
a new plan accounting for Ghazarian’s hurt
shoulder, and won their match.
After winning that match, Mayhall and
Ghazarian played Kirkwood in what Mayhall
described as his best match of the season.
“Tony was so on during that match. I
think we played very well, were aggressive,
and gave our best out there,” said Mayhall.
“I’m not disappointed we lost to them at all.
They are a great team. I have never seen us
play that well as a team.”
The doubles team of junior Matei Stefanescu and Peter Windler were given a tough
task, as they had to play the very competitive team of Kirkwood brothers Drew and
David Morris in their first and only match.
The Morris brothers, who are expected to
be State champions, defeated Stefanescu
and Windler after two competitive sets.
At Tuesday's Sectionals Marifian

advanced without trouble, while Trachsel
struggled against his opponent.
Marifian continued his domination in
a windy match. He defeated his Oakville
opponent Ian Furey, 6-2, 6-2.
“I played pretty solid, nothing too
special. There are things I didn’t quite do to
finish points off early enough in my mind,”
said Marifian. “But it was a solid match. I
wanted to have some good shots in there to
build up confidence for the matches coming
up.”
Unfortunately, though, Trachsel lost to
Mehlville's Jeremy Sellmeyer, 6-0, 6-1. With
the loss, Trachsel’s season came to a close.
“It was a tough match,” said Trachsel.
“I did not play as well as I should have.”
But Trachsel, along with the rest of the
team, intends to travel to the Cooper Tennis
Complex in Springfield, Mo. on Friday, May
27, to watch Marifian attempt to claim the
State title.
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After two easy district victories, sectionals loom ahead
by Jack
staff

Witthaus

I

t seemed the St. Louis U. High baseball
team (23-0, 7-0 MCC) caught a favorable
wind this week after hard-fought victories
over CBC and Vianney last week. On Tuesday and Wednesday, SLUH sailed smoothly
through their first playoff contests, toppling
University City (12-16) 10-0 and Ritenour
(18-9) 13-1 to win the District Tournament.
The Jr. Bill offense struggled early
against U. City, only managing a couple of
runs through three innings by way of the
bottom half of the lineup. Junior Andrew
Pitts started off the second inning with a
walk and ended up at third after a sacrifice
from junior Paul Simon and a wild pitch.
Sophomore Kaleb King wasted no time
and singled Pitts home. With the bases in
front of him cleared, King got on his horse,
galloping to third on two stolen bases. Fellow sophomore Joey Rund dropped in a
one-bagger and King scored easily.
Meanwhile, sophomore Brian Howard
showed why he continues to pitch like, as
one U. City fan called him, a “young Randy
Johnson.” The wiry young starter dazzled
Lions hitters with hard fastballs and looping
Uncle Charlies. After five innings of work,
“the young Unit” had struck out seven and
allowed no runs.
“I came out, threw strikes, and then the
offense put some runs on the board,” Howard
said. “It worked out nicely.”
The Jr. Bill Big Blue machine moved
the gears again in the fourth due in part to
its cog, junior Willie Floros. Floros drove

in three with a double and came around to
score off a senior Sasha Kuebel base-knock.
“The thing I liked about it was that
he pulled (the double),” head coach Steve
Nicollerat said. “We need (Floros) to do well.
I’m glad that he’s seeing the ball a little bit
better.”
In front of the 2-for-2 Floros, Rund and
junior L.J. Hernandez collectively drove in
a pair, to put the Jr. Bills ahead 8-0.
In the fifth, the SLUH offense gave
Howard the victory and the rest of the day
off. Rund reached first after being drilled by
a ball, while Klug and Floros pushed him to
third on two walks. Kuebel put the cherry
on top of a mercy rule victory, smashing a
two-out double to end the game.
“I think they came out to play,” Nicollerat said. “I don’t think they looked ahead, I
think they said, ‘Okay, this is a good team,
and we better do some good things to win.’”
For the crème-de-la-crème, the District
championship, SLUH forced Ritenour's
offense into the doldrums with ace Kuebel
toeing the rubber. Through three innings of
work, Kuebel had tossed a perfecto, striking
out six and not allowing a single hit or walk.
In the bottom of the third, up 1-0, the U.
High offense decided to sledgehammer the
candy out of the piñata. Running through the
order, every SLUH batsman scored or drove
in a run in a two-out, nine-run inning. King
swung the big lumber in the frame, driving
in two with a single, swiping second, and
scoring off a sophomore Charlie Kretchmer
double.
“I think it’s great that we strung together
a bunch of hits,” junior catcher Sam Kne-
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sel said. “We really
turned it on hitting
wise. It's impressive
that we can rally like
that with two outs.”
Kuebel, working with a 10-run
lead, retired his tenth
batter in a row in the
top of the fourth before hitting the next
Ritenour batsman,
Carson Coffey, with
a breaking ball. The
hit by pitch spoiled
Kuebel’s perfecto,
and in the fifth, a twoout RBI single erased
his no-no also. But
Kuebel relaxed and
worked his way out
of the fifth, ending
the contest by way
of mercy rule.
The two games
the Jr. Bills have
faced in their Statebound journey have
made this trek seem
more like a cruise
ship in the Caribbean. Just like in
Sophomore Kaleb King rounds third against CBC.
regular season play,
the squad is acutely aware that they can't
Up next, SLUH will face Hazelwood
become complacent.
Central on May 24 in the sectional round.
“Everyone knows now that if you don’t Check the Prep News website for future
play well, you go home,” Nicollerat said. coverage of Jr. Bill playoff games.
“Every team is in that boat, not just us.”

Volleyball passes semifinals

Track second at MCC meet

T

T

by John Sachs
reporter

he Jr. Bill volleyball team pulled out
a clutch victory against DeSmet in the
State semifinals at Kirkwood High School
last night.
St. Louis U. High kept close in the first
set, but unforced errors led them to lose 2520.
The Jr. Bills came out in the second set
as flat as ever, falling behind six points. But,
the Volleybills weren’t about to collapse
in defeat. A flurry of points, thanks to the
intensity of senior Willie Whealen, gained
SLUH a close 25-22 set victory, evening the
match at one set apiece.
In final set, SLUH didn’t back down
from the dominance they showed in the latter
part of the second set. Timely kills by senior
Greg Scheetz and superb serves by senior
Zac Robben helped the team roll over the
Spartans 25-18 for the match.
In order to get to the semifinal match,
SLUH first had to win their District and win
a quarterfinal match.
The Jr. Bills easily won their District
last Saturday, and took the first step in the

State Tournament with a victory over in the
quarterfinals on Monday.
Set in the Kirkwood High School gym,
SLUH faced off against Francis Howell
North in the quarters. While FHN might have
been able to keep up for the first few points,
SLUH was in fine shape, and the day clearly
belonged to the Jr. Bills. Consistent setting
by Robben kept SLUH moving forward. The
Jr. Bills won the first game handily 25-18.
After their win in the first game, SLUH
easily had enough momentum to pull out
another victory. Fired up by kills from seniors
Alex Hughes and Whealen, the crowd in turn
fueled the Killbills to their first win in the
State tournament. The team won the second
game by the same 25-18 score, ending the
match 2-0 in their favor.
Following SLUH’s decisive win, SLUH
fans made the short walk to Kirkwood’s main
gym to watch the DeSmet-Lafayette contest,
which DeSmet won in three sets.
With their victory over the Spartans in
the semis, SLUH improved to 3-1 on the
season against DeSmet.
Next, the Jr. Bills will face an extremely
tough Oakville team that is undefeated in the
State finals tonight at Kirkwood at 6 p.m.

Corrections & Clarifications
In last week’s article about departing English teacher Robert
Becker, junior Matthew Franz was incorrectly referred to as
Michael Franz.
Last week’s feature about the history of Kairos retreats at St. Louis
U. High incorrectly stated that then-Principal Paul Owens had
reservations about the length of a Kairos retreat. Owens in fact
enthusiastically supported the introduction of Kairos.
The Prep News regrets the errors.

by Evan Becton
reporter

he Saint Louis U. High varsity track
team ended the regular season with a
second place finish at the Metro Catholic
Conference (MCC) championship meet.
Last Saturday, the team competed at Districts to qualify for Sectionals on the road
to the State meet.
As expected, the distance, pole vault,
and shot put and discus squads qualified a
number of athletes.
The freshman phenom John Esswein did
not disappoint with a very impressive first
place finish in the 800-meter, running just
above two minutes with a time of 2:00.06.
The distance squad was not to be outdone,
however, as senior captain Tim Rackers put
in another great showing with first place
finishes in the 1600 and 3200 with times of
4:31.38 and 9:33.58, respectively. Senior
Joe Meier qualified for the 1600, running a
4:35.47, and junior Nathan Rubbelke qualified in 3200, running a 9:49.52.
For the pole vault, juniors Daniel Appelbaum and Christian Lukas both qualified.
“I’m hoping to do really well because
of all the rain, but finally I think all my stuff
is starting to click, so hopefully I can get a
PR (personal record),” said Lukas.
Lukas and Appelbaum have both had
good seasons vaulting this year and hope
to qualify for State.
“State is pretty competitive this year, but
just to be there would be a success being a
junior. But my main goal is just to get there
now,” Lukas said.
The shot put squad, led by senior captain
Alex Cross, also did well, but only Cross
qualified for Sectionals. He placed third
with a throw of 46-03, not his best, but good
enough to advance. Junior Gerard Gayou had
an impressive outing with 43-01, but placed
seventh, missing Sectionals by one place.
When asked to sum up the regular season in two words, junior 400-meter runner
Luke Gilsinger said it was “Difficult and
exhausting.”

These words describe this year because
of all the losses the track team has suffered
in the sprint and jump squads. The sprint and
jumps failed to qualify anyone for Sectionals this year, even though both squads were
projected to have success before the season
began.
The big story at Districts for the sprint
squad was sophomore Alex Groesch, who
did not qualify for Sectionals with a time of
23.64 because he was beaten by Hazelwood
Central’s Marc Franks in a photo finish by
.01 of a second for the last spot.
“This shows that every meet will be a
close fight,” said head coach Joe Porter.
At Sectionals this Saturday the Jr. Bills
look to get as many people to qualify for
State as possible so they can have a good
chance to place highly.
“We need to score as many points in
the State meet as possible and maybe sneak
away with a trophy in the top three,” said
Porter.
The Jr. Bills are looking to get a good
place in State, but they will have to get past
Sectionals, where the competition only
heightens.
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Lacrosse finishes regular season 11-3
(from 10)
it to State,” said Leritz.
“Clayton is going to come out really
fast, so we have to be prepared for anything,”
said senior midfielder Mac Moore.
If SLUH defeats Clayton this Friday,
they will have to play either the favorite,
No. 1 Rockhurst, to whom SLUH lost
early on in the season by one goal with six

seconds left in the game, or the CBC Cadets, whom SLUH beat 11-3 in the regular
season. SLUH’s loss against Rockhurst is
one of their biggest fuels for motivation as
they plan on not only defeating Rockhurst
but also bringing home their second State
championship in three years.
“We’ve proven to ourselves that we

JV Water Polo wins districts
by Justin Jellinek
reporter

T

he JV water polo team at SLUH is
known for winning games by a remarkable amount for most of its games, but this
season it faced much greater challenges than
usual, which may have been a result of two
of the best sophomores, Darrian Castro and
Michael Sigman, being moved up to varsity and a key offensive sophomore, Chris
Favier, being moved up later in the season.
SLUH moved through most of the
season winning games by differences ranging from eight to 12 points, but a few times
during the season, they got the chance to
play against some freshmen and sophomores
that normally play on varsity at Parkway
West and MICDS. The first time the Jr. Bills
played Parkway West, the score was 10-7.
The team was thrown off after playing many
games without much need for intensity, and
it showed for much of the game.
Many key players were stuck on the
bench as a result of too many exclusion
fouls, but sophomore Ryan Caselton and
freshman Joe Shaughnessy picked up the
slack on defense, while sophomores Kevin
Brennan and Tom Critchfield and freshman
Victor Castro dominated the offensive end
of the pool.
Much later in the season, SLUH played
MICDS in what would be the most disap-

pointing game for the team. Coach John
Penilla had to officiate the game, so the
team had no coach and were unable to pull
themselves together to win the game. This
ended the 104-game winning streak that
SLUH JV water polo has had going since
2005, but the team used it to motivate to win
their JV Tournament Championship handily.
With sophomore Chris Favier moved
up to varsity, sophomore Kevin Brennan
became the new dominating two-meter,
using his size and strength as an advantage
against the smaller JV players. He says about
this year, “We had a productive season, going confidently into each game we played.
The sophomores on the team showed great
leadership, and the freshmen showed great
signs of improvement, which makes me feel
confident in our water polo seasons in the
next few years.”
With the season over with, the JV team
finished 21-1, winning their championship
11-2. Penilla says about the season, “We had
a very successful season. On the surface, it’s
disappointing that we had the one loss and
the streak ended at 104, but I think the team
learned a lot from the loss and hopefully it
motivated them to improve even more. The
sophomores are well prepared for varsity
next year and the freshmen look poised to
carry on the winning tradition of JV water
polo at SLUH.”
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can be the best team in state,” said coach
Mark Seyer. “It’s just a matter of putting
four quarters together and executing what
we need to do, while focusing on us.”
The Miraclebills play this Friday at
SLUH at 8 p.m., as they plan on getting one
step closer to a State championship.

Underclassman Baseball
C Baseball (19-5)

Thursday, May 12
SLUH 10, Parkway North 2
Starting pitcher Luke Robinson got another
win in his final start of the season as the
Jr. Bills finished off their sweep against
Parkway teams.
Friday, May 13
SLUH 12, Clayton 2
Outfielder Ollie Tettamble hit a triple down
the third base line helping the Bills’ excellent
offensive production as they won their sixth
game in a row.
Wednesday, May 18
SLUH 3, CBC 2
First baseman Noah Weber hit a walk-off
single in the bottom of the eighth to make
the 2011 freshman baseball team the winningest freshman baseball team in SLUH
history with 19 wins.
—Adam Cooley

B Baseball (15-4)

Thursday, May 12
SLUH 14, Chaminade 5
SLUH triumphed over Chaminade in their
final home game of the season as sophomore
Tony Bright went three for three with two
doubles, two runs scored, a walk, and three
RBIs.
Friday, May 13
SLUH 11, DeSmet 0
DeSmet was unable to find their “rakes”
against the Jr. Bills as sophomore Matt Binz
came down from varsity to pitch five scoreless innings. Sophomore Andrew Quinn batted two for three with a triple, a run scored,
and four RBIs.
Tuesday, May 17
CBC 12, SLUH 4
Sophomore Jim Riley hit a triple that almost
cleared the left field fence as the CBC left
fielder ran into the fence and flipped over it
trying to make the catch. Every player from
SLUH saw playing time in the team’s final
game of the season.
—Matt Whalen

Baseball State Championship Bracket
Cape Central

Hillsboro/Seckman
Vianney

Eureka

Timberland

Lebanon/Helias
Ozark

Webb City

SLUH

Rockhurst/Ray-Pec

Hazelwood Central

Blue Springs South

CBC/Howell North

Howell/Zumwalt East

Raytown

Liberty
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Why we love sports: Miracle, the NBA, and PN-STUCO bashball
by Mike Lumetta
sports editor

T

he question of how we value sports
at SLUH came up in the Prep News
this spring when Conor Gearin proposed
that SLUH was a jock school in a two-part
Notebook. His column drew responses from
Daniel Schmidt and Phil Nahlik. Conor’s
premise was that we dedicate a lot of time,
energy, and resources to sports, and we must
have a good reason for that expenditure. So
what is the reason?
Lots of traditional answers don’t quite
satisfy me. SLUH likes to talk about brotherhood in sports, but I don’t think sports start
with brotherhood. Few freshmen sign up for
a sport with the desire of brotherhood, and
freshman sports teams rarely achieve any
kind of special bond right away.
Perhaps the easiest answer, at first
glance, is that we play to win. In the famous
words of Vince Lombardi, “winning isn’t
everything—it’s the only thing.” Let’s be
honest. When you step out onto the field,
court, mat, or ice, you want to win, period.
No one, from the kids playing pickup ultimate
on the upper field to the players on SLUH’s
nationally ranked and undefeated baseball
team, aims merely to “do their best” or work
hard. And yet, this answer doesn’t quite wrap
up the question, either. If it did, then teams
that lose would have wasted their time, and
I don’t think anyone who’s lost a game or
had a bad season thinks that they completely
wasted their time.
Around the same time Conor opened
the debate in March, I saw Miracle again,

my favorite sports movie. A lot of my beliefs about why sports matter flow from that
movie.
Tenet No. 1: Hard work. Everything
that happens in sports happens because of
work. If sports have a connection to the rest
of what we do at SLUH, it is the discipline
that this work takes. When you see the guys
in Miracle successfully doing wall squats
and passing a weight along or Jimmy Craig
snaring every tennis ball off the wall—things
they struggled with before—that gives you
a feeling of elation. When I was preparing
for PN 75 over the summer, I kept up with
some of the St. Louis high school sporting
news on stlhighschoolsports.com. One of
my favorite articles recounted how the twotime defending State champion Hazelwood
Central football team got in the weight
room nearly every day over the summer in
preparation for the season. Everyone wants
a team that is prepared and has poured its
heart out for what they’re doing.
Plus, working hard to strengthen your
body and improve your skills produces a
kind of exhilaration, too. Getting faster
and stronger simply makes you feel better
physically and feel more alive.
Tenet No. 2: Winning. Even in small
games, winning matters. In one of Miracle’s
most famous scenes, Herb Brooks flips
out because his team doesn’t care and ties
Norway in an exhibition and makes them
do suicides after the game. Look at baseball
this year, or water polo. You can win a title
without winning all your games—especially
with Missouri’s District system, where ev-

eryone starts fresh in the postseason—but
it’s a lot more fun to be perfect. A prime
example is Illinois basketball’s 37-2 season
back in 2005. The Illini won their first 29
games before falling to Ohio State in the
last game of the regular season. They knew
how to close out games, even on their off
nights, and that made them exciting. As I
said before, everyone who steps out onto a
field wants to win.
Tenet No. 3: Accomplishing the impossible. Ultimately, everyone wants to accomplish what no one thought possible. We
want the championship against all odds, or
the amazing play. In Miracle, the American
hockey team beat the Soviets. A few nights
ago, Taj Gibson of the Chicago Bulls threw
down an amazing dunk in Dwayne Wade’s
face. Oklahoma City, a city which probably
shouldn’t have an NBA franchise but does
(to St. Louis’s chagrin), has its team in the
Western Conference finals.
This is what we want: a human story of
triumph. When we play or watch sports, we
want, really, to see something unlikely, improbable, impossible happen because someone had a goal and willed it to be. Whether
it’s the littlest kid on a kindergarten soccer
team scoring a goal or a group of college
hockey players knocking off the best team
in the world, victories of the human spirit
satisfy us. We strive for greatness, and we
enjoy the quest.
And here, too, the ideals we strive for in
sports quietly, subtly, begin to show themselves. As a team quests for the impossible,
brotherhood develops. A group of varsity

athletes who have been training together
for four years will almost inevitably become
close. In a common quest for excellence,
people develop mutual experience, and in
this mutual experience, we grow close to
each other.
I think that this explanation—this
Miracle philosophy—is a good one, but it
falls short in one aspect. Regardless of all
the reasoning and thinking and deliberating,
regardless of successes and failures, we
keep coming back to sports. Even though
we can’t quite explain why we like them
so much, we do. They’re fun. And that is
the inexplicable but most tangible reason
why we love sports, why we’re willing to
dedicate so much time and energy to them.
Every part of this process, from the training
to the games to highlight-reel plays, is fun
and enjoyable.
Why did the Prep News play STUCO
in bashball last week? We want to win, sure;
we want to show up STUCO, sure. (Neither
of those things happened.) But mostly, we
played because we like being young and
healthy and fast and running around the
football field on a sunny Friday morning.
We like exercising our physical prowess and
throwing a ball around. We like putting it to
use in the quest for a common excellence.
That’s why we played; that’s why anyone
plays, for the love of being in the world and
playing a physical game well.
And, without further ado, your top 10
sports stories of 2010-2011.

goals to win the title 8-3.
8. Rachel Graczak becomes first female
swim coach for SLUH (Issue 8)
Over the summer, SLUH hired Seckman
Spanish teacher Rachel Graczak to coach its
swim team. Graczak, the coach of the Cool
Dell Swim Club, a summer team, applied
for the job at the suggestion of senior Will
Brennan, who swims for her during the summer. Her only previous high school coaching
experience was at Cor Jesu nearly 10 years
ago. She is just SLUH’s second female coach,
with former golf coach Bonnie Vega being
the first.
After a positive experience with Vega as
head coach, Athletic Director Dick Wehner
had no qualms about hiring a woman to
coach the swim team. Graczak was initially
“leery” of coaching at an all-boys school but
decided to apply anyway. Graczak said she
felt no difficulties, though, other than the
usual transition between coaches.
Graczak brought a new different coaching perspective to the team, emphasizing
depth, team unity, and stroke diversity.
Rather than swimming just freestyle in
practice, the team swam all four strokes. This
attitude strengthened the team’s technique
and helped swimmers discover new niches.
The team placed 15th at State under her
leadership.
7. Linhares inducted into MTCCCA hall
of fame (Issues 6, 15)
After coaching cross country for 25 years
and track for six, Jim Linhares retired from
coaching last year. Linhares was promptly
nominated for the Missouri Track & Cross
Country Coaches Association (MTCCCA)
Hall of Fame. In late September, it was announced that he had been selected as one of
five members of the induction class of 2010.
The Hall of Fame, which was originated in
1974, now includes 142 members.
At the December induction, Linhares
was honored by a short movie clip put
together by assistant coach Brian Gilmore
that told of his coaching career, included
testimonies from assistant coach Tom Flanagan and former runner Ben Rosario, and

looked back to Ron Jorgenson, Linhares’
high school coach who influenced him so
much.
6. Soccer wins Gateway City Classic with
wins over two nationally ranked teams
(Issue 7)
The Jr. Bills faced Rockhurst (No. 25 in
the nation according to ESPN Rise) at home
in the quarterfinal. Junior midfielder Ryan
Merrifield tallied a breakaway goal to put the
Jr. Bills up 2-1, but Rockhurst answered with
six minutes left in the game. By tournament
rule, the game went to penalty kicks.
The Jr. Billikens and Hawklets traded
eight straight successful penalty kicks, but
with the score tied 8-8, the Rockhurst shooter
missed the goal. Sophomore defender Joe
Rund buried the ball in the right side of the
goal for the 9-8 victory in PKs. The crowd
then charge the field.
After easily defeating Quincy (Ill.) 2-0,
SLUH went up against No. 19 St. Thomas
Aquinas (Kan.) at CBC for the championship. Despite chances by each team, good
defense and goalkeeping prevailed until the
final 12 minutes. Merrifield scored on a long
ball from Tommy Behr to put SLUH up 1-0,
and SLUH held on for the tournament title.
SLUH moved to No. 29 in the nation after
the tournament.
5. Star wrestler senior Espen Conley
injured, State title hopes dashed (Issues
14, 15, 23, 26)
Senior Espen Conley (152) entered the
year expected to win SLUH’s first-ever individual wrestling State title. However, after
only four wins, he suffered a season-ending
injury in the Parkway South Tournament
in the first week of the season. Wrestling
Lindbergh’s Michael Slyman, he slipped off
the mat on an escape. The injury put him out
for nearly four months and dashed his hopes
of a State title and perhaps of wrestling in
college.
Conley rehabbed, though, and returned
to wrestling in mid-March. He resumed
training and signed with Mizzou. Though
he could not get a scholarship, he will train
with the team over the summer and ideally

earn a scholarship spot for his sophomore
season.
4. Water Polo wins State championship
in nearly perfect season (Issues 24-31)
Coach Paul Baudendistel’s water polo
teams over the years have been highly successful, but after taking fourth in State in
2010, a very talented and deep squad set their
goal to take back the State championship.
The Jr. Bills’ only loss came against
Illinois powerhouse Fenwick in the DeSmet
Invitational.
The Jr. Bills earned their way into the
State championship and after being down
4-2 at half to the Ladue Rams, used the experience they gained from playing Fenwick
to turn around the game and dominate the
second half to claim their fifth State title in
six years.
3. Rackers sets school 5K record at State
championship (Issue 11)
Senior Tim Rackers added to a list of
running achievements at the State championship race. Despite not winning as a team,
Rackers took fourth place overall with an
incredible time of 15:45. This was the third
time he had broken the 16-minute barrier in
the season (not including a converted threemile time from the Palatine Invitational).
Rackers hung with Rockhurst junior
Zach Herriott for the first mile of the race,
but fell off the lead and stayed between
second and fourth for the rest of the race.
Rackers said he was not going for time
because the course had been so slow the year
before, but as he crossed the finish line, he
looked at the clock and realized he had officially broken the school record.
2. Racquetball dominates State, victorious
at Nationals (Issues 23, 24)
SLUH racquetball won tournament titles
in back-to-back weeks. At Missouri’s State
tournament, all of the Jr. Billikens earned No.
1 seeds and advanced to the final. Doubles
Team Hellsohn, composed of seniors Luke
Hellwig and Aaron Heisohn, won its division, as did four singles players: senior No.

Retrospective: Top 10 sports stories of 2010-11
by Eric Mueth and Mike Lumetta
assistant sports editor, sports
editor

10. Hockey makes another run toward
state (Issues 20-23)
For the third straight season, the Jr. Bill
hockey team (19-7-1) looked like it might
have a chance to win the Mid-States hockey
championship. After blowing out DeSmet
in the round of 16, SLUH faced a pesky
Westminster team in the quarterfinals.
SLUH defeated Westminster twice, but
Westminster forward Tate Matheny kept
things interesting by scoring a few goals
and clanking the posts multiple times.
In the semifinals, SLUH faced a very
talented Francis Howell Central team. In
the final minute of the second period, as
the clock neared zero, senior Jimmy Berger
took a shot and scored as time expired.
SLUH headed to the locker room thinking
they were up 2-1, but upon further review,
the goal was called back. A scoreless third
period meant that the second game would
be a winner-take-all scenario.
SLUH played close to FHC in the first
period of the second game, but a costly turnover led to a breakaway goal for FHC at the
very end of the first period and an eventual
3-0 loss.
9. Inline wins first ever State championship (Issue 30)
With the infusion of new ice hockey
players, SLUH’s inline team won its firstever State championship since the team’s
founding in 1990. SLUH lost only twice in
its run to the Varsity Tier 2 championship.
The Jr. Bills knocked off Rockwood Summit 4-0 in the quarterfinal before topping
Howell 1-0 in an overtime thriller. Senior
Jimmy Berger buried the puck less than two
minutes into overtime, and senior goalie
Justin Ragland provided 35-plus minutes
of shutdown goaltending.
In the championship game, the No. 2
Jr. Billikens faced No. 4 Seckman. It was a
back-and-forth first half, but SLUH ended up
on top 4-3. They torched the Jaguars in the
second half, though, scoring four unanswered

continued on page 15
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STUCO’s Car Free Day considered a success
(from 1)
cycle. Many more students, in a colorful
variety of methods, participated in the fun,
environmentally-conscious tradition of Car
Free Day.
“I was talking to the guys today,” said
Griffard, “and I had a number of guys who
said they drove. ... But, I would consider
(Car Free Day) a success from the people
I talked to who had a positive experience.
Not everyone can participate. But the ones
that do get a lot out of it.”
Griffard mentioned the idea in a STUCO
meeting, and talked to Assistant Principal
for Student Affairs and STUCO moderator
Brock Kesterson.
“It can be our first act as (next year’s)
STUCO,” said Griffard, who was elected
Student Body Vice President.
Though this year’s Car Free Day happened with late notice, its organizers and
supporters have worked to let the student
body know about it through announcements,
flyers, and a trailer coordinated by the current
sophomore STUCO members.
Participation was lower this year than in
years past, partly because the seniors were
still in school during past Car Free Days.
“(Also), there was an awkward transi-
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From left: juniors Andrew Palisch, St. Ignatius, Matt Lickenbrock, and Ryan McHugh lock their bikes before
school yesterday morning.

tion phase from the seniors to the incoming
seniors,” Griffard said.
One highlight of this year’s Car Free
Day were the free Metro passes offered by
Kesterson that helped many students.

“Last year Metro gave us, I think, fifteen
passes. This year we got 300. Not all of those
were used, but many more students took
advantage of that,” said Kesterson. “Any
time you can challenge people to think about
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different ways to help our environment, we
(the SLUH administration) definitely support
that.”
Kesterson also made Car Free Day
a dress-down day, as a way to “make it
comfortable for the people who (came) to
school in unconventional ways … kind of
a thank-you for supporting Car Free Day.”
Junior Joe Davis, who rode his bike
with his normal carpool friends almost nine
miles to get to school, enjoyed Car Free Day
because it was “a chance to do something
different, to break away from the daily grind.”
Davis said he is more likely to participate
in future Car Free Days, and said there was
no downside to the day; even his slow bike
“was sort of a good thing: it forced me to
slow down a little bit.”
Freshman Alvaro Gudiswitz, who normally bikes to school, was impressed by the
turnout and unavailability of space to park
his bike, due to the large number of bikers
who participated.
“I thought (Car Free Day) was pretty
good. I rode my bike to school,” two-year
participant junior Brian Hiller said. “I got
a really good workout really early in the
morning.”
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Conversation Cube

Compiled by
Mike Lumetta

Thank You Seniors, Part Two

Volleyball defensive
Lacrosse midfielder
specialist Elliot Rhodes Michael Griffard

Water polo utility
player John Lewis

Track middle distance
runner Dan Raterman

Ultimate player Etefia
Umana
I would say placing
third this year at State
with the ultimate team
despite spraining my
ankle.

Highlight of my SLUH Winning State last year.
athletic career

CBC this year. We beat The five-meter (penalty
them 11-3. I went 14 for shot) I took on Saturday
15 on faceoffs.
night.

Probably winning the
race in the 4 x 800 my
junior year, and winning
the State title.

Pregame meal (“The Usually some Jimmy
breakfast of champi- John’s and a Gatorade.
ons”)

Jimmy John’s and some
fries.

Usually a peanut butter
and jelly, a banana,
and a lot of water. Or
Gatorade.

Usually in the morning
all I have is a bowl of
Honey Nut Cheerios.

Pump-up song

Stephen Lordo’s freestyle.

Power Remix.

“Distance” by Cake.

“I’ll slit your throat and
eat your children.”

There’s not many
strange things people
have said to me, but I’ve
definitely been tickled
before.

I guess a few weeks ago,
somebody asked me,
“You want to run this
for me?” on the line.

I don’t sit out.

Seeing Sean Sullivan
bar-in a half-court shot
from goalie.

Nobody ever comes and
cheers at track.

“Look at Me Now”
(Chris Brown).

The strangest thing an Once a kid said, “I like
opponent has ever said chocolate milk,” in the
to me is...
middle of a game.

Favorite way to get Battle cry.
pumped on the sideline

Considering I’m just a
champ by nature, everything that goes into my
system automatically
becomes the breakfast
of champions.
“Final Hour,” by Big
Sean.

A parent was heckling
us from the sideline
(against Howell Central
at State). She was trying
to have a direct conversation with us.
The blue wagon cheer.
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Looking back: Ten news stories that shaped the year
The top ten news stories that shaped the
year as chosen by the editors. Many of these
stories unfolded over the course of the year,
so they are sorted by the date at which they
first appeared.
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amid mounting conflict between the Mexican government and drug cartels, SLUH
began investigating other options besides
building homes in Reynosa, Mexico for
the spring break mission trip. Senior Luke
Hellwig attempted to launch an independent
mission trip to Reynosa that was ultimately
cancelled. SLUH sent 28 students to two
small, impoverished towns in Virginia for
the first ever Mission: Appalachia, which
was regarded as a success.
December 3, 2010: STUCO launches first
ever SLUH Mission Week
STUCO added to the tradition of Spirit
Week with SLUH’s first ever Mission Week
based on other schools’ successful mission
weeks, combining service and fun. Starting
off with a day of service, Mission Week
included fundraisers ranging from musical
chairs to throwing pies at Assistant Principal
for Student Life Brock Kesterson. Jeff Harrison, S.J., led a prayer service with a theme
of social justice. Each class was responsible
for a different charity. The school’s efforts
collectively raised $14,325.47.

Dr. Paul Michaelson.

August 27, 2010 / January 7, 2011: SLUH
mourns the passing of Dr. Michaelson and
Mr. Tychonievich
After battling bile duct cancer for
nearly a year, social studies teacher Paul
Michaelson died Friday, Aug. 6, 2010, just
two weeks before the start of the school year.
Michaelson has been mourned and remembered by the St. Louis U. High community
where he engaged, debated, and challenged
students and colleagues to grow for nearly
six years. In the weeks following his death,
Facebook groups were created to celebrate
Michaelson’s life and Masses were said in
his honor.
Five months later, SLUH was once again
faced with the passing of one of its own. Latin
teacher Mark Tychonievich lost a long fight
with pancreatic cancer. Students, coworkers,
and players mourned the longtime teacher
at a Memorial Mass at St. Francis Xavier
College Church as classes were cancelled.
September 10, 2010: Mission: Mexico
cancelled; Mission: Appalachia begins
After an incident involving Cor Jesu’s
vans on the last Mission: Mexico trip, and
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Jeff Harrison, S.J.

September 24, 2010: Assistant Principal
for Diversity brings new outlook
In his first year as Assistant Principal
for Diversity, Chip Clatto created a forum
at SLUH with leaders from different faiths
to discuss Islam in America, organized a
group of student recruiting ambassadors
to market SLUH to students outside of the
parochial school system in the broader St.
Louis area, and brought in guest speakers
to the Association for Cultural Enrichment
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One of the light fixtures that fell down during the severe weather outbreak in February.

at SLUH (ACES), a club which he helped
revive significantly.

September 30, 2010: Mandatory service
program created for freshmen
After looking at service program models
at other Jesuit schools, Campus Ministry
created service requirements for next year’s
freshman class. Students will participate in
one day of service per semester, travelling to
a local shelter or nursing home in groups of
six led by one teacher for two or three hours
after school. The program was designed to
initiate more students into the community
service program, with an eye on expanding
mandatory service in the future.
November 12, 2010: Student theft increases; new cameras added to deter theft
A sharp spike in reported incidents of
student theft occurred last fall. Over 16 days
in October, Assistant Principal for Student
Life Brock Kesterson received 16 reports
of theft, all but one occurring in the locker
room. In January, two cameras were replaced
and one new camera was installed outside
the locker room to discourage students from
stealing. Theft fell significantly after the
installation.
September 24, 2010: Confucius Classroom
created in library
With funds from a Chinese government
ministry, SLUH converted the conference
room in the library into a Confucius Classroom, which will allow SLUH to host events
to educate students about Chinese language
and culture. SLUH’s Chinese language
program aims to become a model for area
schools with the new classroom. Four hundred people gathered in the theatre for the
Confucius Classroom’s ceremonial opening,
which included a visit by St. Louis County
Executive Charley Dooley and performances
of traditional Chinese music and dance.

February 4, 2011: Severe weather plagues
SLUH
Dubbed “Snowmaggedon” by area
students, a major snow and ice storm in
the beginning of February caused the
cancellation of two days of classes and
an issue of the Prep News to be published
exclusively online. At the end of February,
a thunderstorm bringing winds of up to 70
mph brought down two light towers around
the soccer field. The year of severe weather
did not end in February, however; April saw
several days of torrential rain, resulting in
the cancellation of games, practices, or both
for almost every spring sport.
December 3, 2010: SLUH considers use
of technology in education
The Prep News launched a three-week
series, called “Tech/Ed,” to explore the role
of technology in education in December. A
survey to gauge students’ opinions towards
classroom technology followed the series.
Currently, faculty and administrators are
exploring the benefits and drawbacks of
the use of iPads and similar devices in the
classroom, carrying out field tests. The
SLUH community’s stance on certain uses
of technology, such as a laptop or iPad for
every student, varies widely.
April 1, 2011: Raterman to enter partial
retirement next year
After 38 years of teaching full-time at
SLUH, English teacher Jim Raterman will
partially retire. Arriving at SLUH in 1973,
Raterman was one of the most important
figures in shaping the modern SLUH English
curriculum. Raterman was the long-time
moderator of the Prep News helping shape
the paper into a weekly. He will continue to
teach one class, probably junior English, and
will advise Alum Service Corps teachers.
—Compiled by Conor Gearin and Nick
Fandos.

Top 10 Sports Stories of 2010-11 Festival of Miles planned
(from 13)
3 Joe Murray, junior No. 4 Rob Laurentius,
junior No. 5 Fritz Simmon, and junior No.
6 Jack Mohrmann.
In a much deeper and more difficult
field at Nationals, the whole SLUH program
competed on their home courts at Vetta
Concord and the Missouri Athletic Club for
a title. Junior No. 2 Joe Koch won the blue
bracket (top consolation bracket) championship. Murray, Laurentius, and Simmon
added National gold bracket titles to their
State titles. In the No. 6 Division, sophomore
Lorenzo Crim pulled off an upset of varsity
teammate Heisohn for the title.
The National championship came down
to senior No. 1 and captain Nick Schmidt’s
third-place match in the blue bracket. Down
8-4 in the third-set tiebreaker, Schmidt came
back to win narrowly, 6-15, 15-8, 11-9. The
win gave SLUH 25 points. SLUH’s 2,320
points were 24 more than second-place
Sprague High School (Ore.).
1. Baseball undefeated in regular season,
looks to run the table in playoffs (Issues
24-31)
Although there may be only a couple

(from 1)
of seniors out on the field at a time, a young
and deeply talented SLUH baseball team has
been able to stay unbeaten.
Led by Iowa-bound senior ace Sasha
Kuebel, the Jr. Bills started the season on
the right foot by winning the Jesuit Classic
with wins over Creighton Prep, Loyola, and
Rockhurst. Early on, junior Mitch Klug and
sophomore Brian Howard also emerged as
SLUH’s top pitchers.
After pushing their record to 18-0, the Jr.
Bills entered the ESPN Rise Fab 50, ranked
No. 44. The CBC Cadets battled with SLUH
on their home field, but stranded runners in
scoring position in the seventh and eight
hinnings, thus allowing the Jr. Bills to score
in the ninth and win. Against the Vianney
Griffins, a clutch homer from Kuebel helped
SLUH escape once more. In their last regular
season game, the Jr. Bills improved to 21-0
by besting the Cadets once more.
This past week, SLUH improved to 23-0
winning their District. Now, the Basebills
look toward Sectionals, and possibly State.

ous local sponsors. Five runners have now
broken four minutes in the mile over the past
three years of the event.
“Knowing the history of the sub-four,
that definitely adds a lot of credibility, given
that the past few years they've had people
break fours,” said track enthusiast and fall
2011 cross country captain Nathan Rubbelke.
No one had completed the four-minute
mile in St. Louis since 1964 until the Festival
of Miles.
The recent success has attracted top
foreign runners as well. Along with the elite
men's mile, the event also hosts a women's
elite 800-meter race. This year, the world
record holder from Trinidad and Tobago
will participate in the festival.
This year, as they did in 2010, Flotrack
will record the festival live and stream the
footage online. A Fox 2 news crew, along
with major track news outlets, will converge
on the SLUH track June 1.
SLUH students will further enjoy
watching a team of SLUH faculty face local
celebrities and the St. Louis Blazers, consisting of 7th and 8th graders, in a 400-meter

relay race. President David Laughlin, dance
teacher Simone Beiber, assistant principal
for Student Life Brock Kesterson, and with
principal John Moran anchoring will look
to bring home a W for the faculty.
Senior and University of Tulsa commit
Tim Rackers will race in the high school mile,
and current SLUH freshman John Esswein
will pace Daniel Everet from Westminister
for the first two laps in hopes of Everet
breaking four minutes. Esswein won the
grade school mile last year and is glad to
be part of the event again.
“You're not just running for the sake of
running, or for building up a good rep. You're
running for a good cause. You're running for
someone who was a runner who no longer
can run,” said Esswein.
Amidst all the build-up to the event, the
festival still boils down to supporting Mike
Rathmann, a former runner.
Porter said, “He's started class at community college. Things are starting to turn,
but he still doesn't have full function of his
arms.”
Admission is just five dollars.
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Schedule R Thursday, June 16

Today
Schedule R
V Volleyball @ State
5:30pm V Rugby vs. DeSmet
8pm
V Lacrosse @ State Quarterfinal
lunch
Chinese Combos
Healthy–Turkey Burger

6pm

Baseball Camp

7am

Father-Son Golf Outing

V Tennis @ State Sectionals
V Track @ Sectional meet

3pm

Sunday, May 22

Upward Bound begins (through 7/13)
Baseball Camp (through 6/30)
Summer Satire begins (through 7/8)
V/JV Wrestling Camp begins (through 6/24)

Sunday, June 26

No events

Schedule R

Monday, May 23

12pm

KEEN

Schedule R
3:10pm Chinese Exchange Student Farewell Party
Lunch Stuffed Crust Pizza
Healthy––Pulled Pork on Wheat Bun

Monday, June 27

Half Day Schedule
V Baseball @ Sectionals
AP
Rosary

Athletic Dead Period (through 7/10)

Tuesday, July 5

Wednesday, May 25

Exam Schedule

Thursday, May 26

Exam Schedule

Semester Exams
V Tennis @ State Championships
V Baseball @ Quarterfinals

Friday, May 27

Semester Exams
V Tennis @ State Championships
V Track @ State Championship Meet

Sunday, May 29
Graduation

Monday, May 30
No events

Tuesday, May 31

Semester Grades Due
8am
Soccer Camp begins (through 6/3)
Drivers’ Ed begins (through 6/3)
4pm
V/JV Football Camp begins (through 6/3)

Wednesday, June 1

Ireland Trip begins (through 6/13)
Summer Weights begins (M-W-F through 8/5)
4pm
Festival of Miles

Thursday, June 2
Track Banquet

Friday, June 3

V Baseball @ State Semifinals

Saturday, June 4

Rugby State Championship
1pm
V Baseball @ State Championship

St. Matthew Church Auction

Sunday, July 24

Field House Closed (through 8/6)
Senior Advisor Training
12pm

KEEN

Fall Sports Begin

Tuesday, August 9

Direction Day
New Teacher Orientation

Wednesday, August 10
Direction Day
New Teacher Orientation

Thursday, August 11
Direction Day
New Teacher Orientation
8am
Instructional Council

Friday, August 12

State Solo and Enemble Band

Saturday, August 13

Blue/White Football Game

Monday, August 15

Eight St. Louis U. High students participated

Faculty In-Service

in the State Solo and Ensemble competition,

Tuesday, August 16

Faculty In-Service
8:30am Transfer Orientation
6pm
Faculty Back to School Party

held Saturday, April 30. Juniors Pieter Derdeyn

and Nick Lampe earned scores of 1–the highest

Wednesday, August 17
Summer Reading Exams
Class Meetings
Welcome Parent Coffee

rating–on mallets and flute, respectively.

Earning scores of 2 were sophomore Alex

KEEN

Schedule R
Back to School Mixer

Monday, June 13

Sunday, August 21

6pm

Baseball Camp

PO: Well, I hope we don’t disappoint (chuckle).

JR: I haven’t left yet. I don’t know. I’m still working as hard
as I’ve always worked. I’m very proud of the independent
reading project and how it’s going this year, and to see guys
do work of a quality they have not done before and doing
it on their own is wonderful. And of course that means that
junior teachers have to review or grade three sets of journals.
So I’m as busy now as I’ve ever been, and I won’t know
until it ends. (laughs) And that’s why I couldn’t envision
just stopping. So I will continue on, and then I’ll be able to
carve out some of my additional interests. I can’t answer
that now. I’m still doing what I’m doing.

Monday, August 8

Sunday, June 12

Tuesday, June 14

(from 6)
in particular make me feel very proud that I had a part a
long time ago in it, but the process continues and I’m just
so proud of being a part of that.

PO: What’s it like to “leave”?

Saturday, July 23

Schedule R

8am
Summer Enrichment for 6th and 7th Graders
		(through 7/8)
9am
Summer Theology begins (through 7/15)

Raterman interview

Sunday, August 7

7:30pm Upward Bound Graduation

Friday, August 19

ACT

Schedule R
First Edition, Volume LXXVI of the Prep News
AP
Emergency Drills
7pm
V Football @ Parkway North
V Soccer @ Gibault
––Compiled by Joe Klein

Saturday, August 6

Thursday, July 14

Schedule R

8am

Schedule R

JR: The excitement of the entire endeavor. Finding articles,
watching reporters, talking with reporters to improve their
ability over the weeks, working with the editors was always
so much fun because our job was how can we make it better, how best to do this, and it had that kind of drama every
week, and so, it was that. It took me about two weeks in
the summer to recover after that. (Laughs) My wife even
noticed it. Thursday nights, I had to do something … late.
You understand. And then Thursday nights, when I did get
home, I couldn’t get to sleep. I’d turn on some music or
turn on the television, not particularly because I wanted
to watch it, but just to get my mind settled down. (Laugh)

9am
Study Skills begins (through 7/22)
3:30pm Baseball Camp (through 7/14)

Thursday, August 18

Saturday, June 11

Friday, August 26

Late Start Schedule

Monday, July 11

KEEN

8am

France Trip begins (through 6/24)

Schedule L

PO: What was your favorite part of working with the Prep
News?

Monday, June 6

Wednesday, June 8

Thursday, August 25

Sunday, July 10

Alumni Golf Outing

Rugby State Championship
Summer School Grammar, Reading, Math begins
(through 6/30)
Rock Climbing begins (through 6/17)
8am
Summer Computer Session I begins (through 7/1)
Grade School Basketball Camp begins (M-TH
		through 6/30)
9am
Baseball Camp begins (through 6/9)
11am
Summer Health Session I begins (through 6/24)
3:30pm Incoming Frosh Football Camp begins
		
(through 6/9)

Schedule R

JR: You won’t, you haven’t! Honestly, you have never.
Honestly, it was just the opposite. Wow!

Direction Day
New Teacher Orientation
8am
Instructional Council

Sunday, June 5

Wednesday, August 24

Friday, July 8

Exam Schedule 12pm

Graduation Mass & Dinner
V Tennis @ State Championships
V Track @ State Championship Meet

10am

Upward Bound Conference
8am
Summer Computer Session II begins (through 7/29)
11am
Summer Health Session II begins (through 7/29)
12pm

Saturday, May 28

5pm

Cycling begins (through 7/8)
Incoming Frosh Wrestling Camp (through 6/30)

Schedule H Saturday, July 2

Tuesday, May 24

Semester Exams

9am
3pm

Schedule M

Schedule R
AP
Emergency Drills

Monday, June 20
8am
9am

Tuesday, August 23

Schedule M
Summer Reading Discussions

Saturday, June 18

Saturday, May 21

1pm
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First Day of Classes
Schedule R

12pm

KEEN

Monday, August 22

Schedule R
AP
Senior Retreat Sign-Up
Emergency Drill
7pm
Mother’s Club Board Meeting

Groesch on cello, and junior Nick Lampe,

senior Logan Hayward, and freshman Sam

Krausz, all on piano. A clarinet trio of Lampe
and freshmen Gabe Newsham and Anthony
Mueller earned a score of 2 as well.

