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Looking to the future in
grand fashion
SLUH begins to
imagine new strategic
plan for next decade
by Nick Fandos
editor in chief

N

early unlimited resources, a thinktank of the nationʼs most brilliant
minds, the best faculty and students a
school could attract, and name recognition
around the world—all based on a solid
framework of Jesuit ideals.
This is the scope and vision of a strategic
plan for the next decade or so being discussed
at St. Louis U. High. The dreams are big.
But in ten years, any of these things could
be implemented in some form. What is a
murky dream today will likely become a part
of the new strategic plan being developed to
succeed Vision 2000.
While still in the earliest stages of
development, the plan will aim to explore
new ways to enhance the educational,
spiritual, and co-curricular experience here
and stabilize the school’s budget in the long
term.
According to President David Laughlin,
the plan provides a chance to engage large
numbers of people to imagine SLUH’s future
in “grand fashion.”
“What the goals are, why, and what will
it take to get there—most of that would be in
some form of implementation ... for the 200th
anniversary in 2018. That’s the whole goal.
For our third century we want to know where

we should be headed,” said Vice President
for Advancement John Rick.
One of the planʼs hallmarks will likely
be the involvement of large numbers of outside participants and benefactors all united
under the idea of dreaming big. Traditionally,
SLUH relies on parents and a relatively small
proportion of its alumni in any planning or
fundraising. The new plan will be an effort
to unite those current constituencies with
previously untapped alumni, experts from
a number of different fields, and some of
the country’s most brilliant innovators.
Ideally such participants would comprise a
100-person think-tank.
“It’s exciting to think there could be
a collaborative process to engage some
of the most intellectually, experientially,
financially gifted people to envision what
the future of this place would be,” said Rick.
“We’d be second to none, and that’s what
we want.”
The hiring of Rick points to the level
to which the school will go to seek new
participants. Rick previously worked in
advancement at Harvard University and
conducted capital fund drives at large institutions such as St. Martin in the Fields Hospital
in London and the Archdiocese of Boston,
among others. His experience working with
high profile leaders and donors will be vital
to bringing them into the planning process.
Rick has already been able to engage
the former headmaster of Roxbury Latin
School in Boston, often considered one of
the nation’s best prep schools, in the process
as a consultant. He mentioned Archbishop
Timothy Dolan of New York, a St. Louis
native, as another possible participant. Such
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Above: Students listen attentively during Thursday’s STUCO forum. Discussion centered around the upcoming
Mission Week.

high profile names will not be uncommon,
according to Rick.
Those outside donors, along with faculty, alumni, and the Board of Trustees, will
be responsible for crafting a broad vision that
will guide the school for the next decade,
much as Vision 2000 has done since the late
1990s.
“Because of our relative position of
strength, because we’re doing so much

see PLAN, 7

STUCO forum focuses
on Mission
Week

ACES plans forum to discuss Muslim
A
relations in America

by Joe
staff

by Nate Heagney
core staff

I

nspired partly by the recent controversy
surrounding the building of an Islamic
community center near Ground Zero, the
Association for Cultural Enrichment at
SLUH (ACES) and the SLUH administration will sponsor a forum to discuss the
treatment of Muslims in America.
The forum, officially titled “From Fear
to Understanding: A Civil Public Conversation on Muslim/Non-Muslim Relations in
America,” will be held Tuesday in the theater
from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. The discussion will
feature several panel members who will
respond to four general questions on the
issue as well as answer questions from the
crowd.
Assistant Principal for Diversity Chip
Clatto said that his hope was that the discussion would dispel incorrect notions about
Muslims in America as well as try to fight
what he termed Islamophobia in America.
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“When we look at the Jesuit mission
and philosophy and foundation of openness,
of an appreciation for others … we are as
a community concerned with some of the
dialogue being discussed in print media,
television media, and we want to try to
come to a greater understanding through
this forum,” said Clatto.
The panel members include Rev. Robert
Tabscott, founder of the Elijah P. Lovejoy
Society; Kabir Muhhamad, the managing
partner of an organization dedicated to
raising awareness for violence and drug
prevention; and Father Michael Brunner,
headmaster of St. Louis Priory High School
and scholar on Muslim/Christian relations.
Also, a local imam is expected to serve on
the panel.
“It’ll be an exciting evening. We have
a wonderful panel,” said Clatto.
The event will open with an introduction
by Clatto. This will be followed by a panel
discussion and then the panel will answer

questions from the crowd. Other speakers
will include Assistant Principal for Mission
Jim Linhares, who will discuss how these
issues affect SLUH, and a captain from the
Navy, who will bring his military perspective
on the issue. Senior Spencer Gusdorf will
also talk about how the treatment of Muslims
in America affects him as a young person.
Clatto hoped that through the various
backgrounds of the speakers, the event would
be able to clarify some incorrect notions that
people might have on these issues.
“Basically what we hope to do is dispel
a lot of rumors, a lot of misinformation or
fabrications, lies. You always get into danger whenever you start painting any group
of people with broad brush strokes,” said
Clatto, adding, “We will hopefully come
to some sort of conclusion as a community,
some sort of stance as a community.”
Although the event will be open to the
public, the capacity is 500 people. Signs and

pproximately 50 people gathered in
the theater Thursday during activity
period for Student Council’s (STUCO)
first forum of the year.
STUCO made an effort to make this
forum much more informal, directing those
in attendance to concentrate themselves in the
first few rows of the theater, and foregoing
use of a microphone to address the crowd.
Attendance for homeroom representatives was mandatory, and in addition a small
number of students and teachers voluntarily
attended. Student Body President Tim McCoy was pleased by the turnout, saying, “It’s
good to have others opinions, not just ours.”
After STUCO Vice President for
Pastoral Activities Alan Ratermann began
the forum with a prayer, the conversation
shifted to planning for STUCO’s upcoming
Mission Week. Because it was so early in
the year, McCoy explained, there were not
many other topics to discuss, so the majority
of the time was reserved for Mission Week.
A schedule of events for that week, which
will take place from Saturday Nov. 27 to

Sports

News

Opinion

Football drops first to Webster
SLUH played well enough at times to beat
the defending Class 5 State champions, but
seven turnovers killed upset hopes. Page 5

SLUH unveils new website
In conjunction with Paradigm, SLUH reveals
its new website design in an effort to keep
up with current technological trends. Page 2

Editorial: Photographers Wanted
The Yearbook and Prep News are portrayed
as student publications -- but how much of the
photography in them is student work? Page 3

Soccer wins CBC Tournament
The Jr. Bills pulled off 3-1 wins over two
MCC rivals to capture the tournament title
for the second year in a row. Page 6

Earsom, ’11, races in Gateway Cup
Senior Joe Earsom spent his Labor Day
weekend competing in four bike races around
the St. Louis area. Page 4

Commentary: In the neighborhood
Junior Nate Heagney encourages taking an
open-minded view of city living and SLUH’s
urban neighborhood. Page 3
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Paradigm helps SLUH revamp website
by Patrick O’Leary
and Nick Janson
web editor, reporter

A

fter three months of work with Paradigm New Media Group, St. Louis
U. High unveiled its new website yesterday. While the layout has been revamped,
the content will remain mostly the same.
Many in the administration agreed that
SLUH should update its website in order to
stay current with recent design trends and
available technology.
“Most good websites have a shelf life of
about three to five years,” said Advancement

officer Ben DuMont. “We created our (old)
website in 2006 so it’s the fifth year in its
existence. We thought the timing was good
and it was necessary.”
The creation of the website began with
a brainstorming session at the beginning of
the summer led by DuMont. Principal John
Moran, President David Laughlin, theology teacher Rob Garavaglia, Director of
Admissions Anja Schmelter, Associate Vice
President for Advancement Robyn Pilliod,
senior Patrick O’Leary, and three Paradigm
representatives, John Duffy, ’90, J. Michael
Huber, ’89, and Brit Tucker,
were in attendance. Everyone
agreed that the site needed an
updated look and after browsing
several college and high school
websites, the group agreed that
the site should have a wider
interface with a more borderless
design.
Throughout the construction process, Duffy, Huber, and

Tucker worked with Technology coordinator
Jon Dickmann to set up a staging server and
move the content from the old site to the
new.
Paradigm also created the old SLUH
website. DuMont said that he stuck with
Paradigm because of “our relationship with
them and the fantastic job (they did on the
old website).”
An important new aspect of the website
is the promotion of admissions in more parts
of the website. The site’s admissions section
features a welcome page, which displays
some highlights of SLUH and why it might
be a good fit for the young man looking at
attending SLUH.
The link to apply to SLUH, highlighted
in green, draws the user’s attention on the
homepage. The Paradigm team, Director of
Financial Aid Craig Hannick, and Director
of Admissions Anja Schmelter have worked
over the past two years to streamline the application process. As part of the site overhaul,
the online application was updated as well.

Old Website
New Website
Same content, new layout

Instead of the blue-carpet background of the old site and an outlined main section, the new website will be more borderless, flowing better into the blue, beige, and white background. The student, parent, faculty & staff, and alumni buttons moved to the top of the website in text-link form
instead of a box in order to save space. News articles on the new site can now have picture thumbnails, something the old site did not allow. The menu bar is now more
unified with one bar and several text dropdowns, instead of clunky boxes.The fun fact at the bottom of the site remains. One major change is the addition of a site map at
the bottom of every page on the site. Finally, there is a new updated masthead with more up-to-date styling.

“Students will be able to actually set up
an account, so they won’t have to complete
the application in one sitting,” explained
Schmelter. This will allow potential students
to complete pieces of their application at a
time instead of the whole thing at once.
“I think overall, what’s nice about it is,
a prospective student pretty much gets in
there all (the information that) they need,”
said Schmelter.
“Overall, it’s just a fresh, inviting look
and feel,” said DuMont. “It looks more
contemporary.”
Another important feature that DuMont
seemed excited about is the new ability to
include links in the “masthead” of the site.
For example, the website could have a picture
of two students, have a phrase that reads
“Educating Men for Others since 1818” and
then a “Become a Jr. Billiken” link that takes
the prospective student to the admissions
page.
Finally, the new site has made many
things more accessible with a site map
permanently at the bottom of every page.
From the bottom of each page, one can
access virtually any page on the site with
one click, including links to Powerschool,
Moodle, Zimbra, and SLUH’s Facebook
page, that previously required navigating
through many menus.
Something that cannot be seen, the
content management system (CMS), is also
being updated. The CMS allows authorized
users to update their portion of the website. It
will now have a Microsoft Word-like toolbar
for easier text editing. DuMont said that he
hopes the new CMS will make coaches and
club moderators want to log on more and
make updates themselves.
“That’s going to be a really nice addition for internal users here at SLUH,” said
DuMont. “It will make it easier and quicker
for people to make updates to the website.”
Moran also noted that the site was
especially easy to navigate.
“You don’t have to take an awful lot of
time to figure out how to use the new site,”
said Moran. “In the fifteen minutes or so
that I spent on it today, I thought, ‘There’s
almost no training needed for how to use the
new website.’”

Young Democrats and
STUCO plans for
first ever Mission Week Republicans reorganize
by Zach Rauschenbach
reporter

A

committee headed by Vice President for Pastoral Activities senior
Alan Ratermann will bring a Mission
Week to SLUH. After seeing how other
high schools in the area such as Cor Jesu
and DeSmet have similar mission weeks,
STUCO decided it was time to bring the
idea to SLUH this year for the first time at
SLUH. The committee, made up of mostly STUCO seniors at this point, is working to lead the weeklong event as a way to
emphasize social justice while promoting
school spirit. The main student committee
members consist of seniors Ratermann,
Phil Nahlik, Tim McCoy, Gino Perrini,
and Aaron Heisohn.
The week, which will be held from
Saturday, Nov. 27 to Saturday, Dec. 4, will
focus on raising money for several charities.
The specific charities which will benefit from
the week are yet to be determined, but the
decision has been made to donate the raised
funds to Jesuit charities. The idea is to have
four separate charities, one represented by
each class at SLUH, and thus create some
competition among the classes.
Senior class Pastoral Representative
Aaron Heisohn said he hopes that, “(The
week) will be a collaborative, fun, maybe

even challenging way to put emphasis on
the Jesuit values found at the Grad at Grad,
not just intellectual competence.
“When asked about the goal of the Mission Week, Ratermann said, “(The goal) is
not just for money, but a more tangible way
to be a man for others.”
STUCO co-moderator Lauren Dickens
said that the purpose of the week is to increase
social awareness and involve students with
communities outside of SLUH.
“(We hope) to really generate a lot of
spirit, camaraderie, along with awareness
around the world,” said Dickens. Dickens
was impressed by the enthusiasm of the
student leaders for the event.
“We have very enthusiastic student
officers who are working to make the week
a part of the culture here at SLUH, not just
for this year, but for years to come,” said
Dickens.
The full details of the event are still being planned. The week will have numerous
events for student participation including an
all-school Mass at the beginning. The week
will conclude with a SLUH talent show.
The committee hopes a large number of
people will help with the preparation for the
week and contributing during the events.
Student Body President Tim McCoy
said, “It is something where the whole school
can be involved.”

by John Webb
reporter

T

he SLUH Democrats and Young Republicans clubs stand poised to reenter the co-curricular community of St.
Louis U. High in a year of unfolding political excitement. Both clubs are in restructuring mode after the former moderator of
both clubs, social studies teacher Paul Michaelson, passed away this summer.
Last year, membership turnout was a
big obstacle for both clubs.
“Membership did dwindle last year,”
said senior Will Brennan of the Young Republicans.
“In the beginning of the year you’d
get a group of people together—maybe 20
people—and they’d be really interested and
engaged, but by the end of the year, it always
ends up dwindling down to one or two people
that are engaged in the club,” said junior Joe
Klein of the SLUH Democrats.
Brennan is at the helm of the movement
to re-establish the Young Republicans club.
Brennan is about to make the club official
with an application to Assistant Principal
for Student Life Brock Kesterson.
“It’s important to inspire political activism at a young age because if you’re not
involved when you’re younger, then you’re

just not going to become involved when
you become older,” said Brennan about the
importance of his club.
Brennan said he hopes for cooperation
between the Young Republicans and SLUH
Democrats, instead of meeting separately. “I
definitely want to talk with both clubs about
inspiring mutual respect. I think that’s important in our political system,” said Brennan.
One activity Brennan hopes to get
started in the coming year is a debate with
the SLUH Democrats.
At the moment the club is without a
moderator, but Brennan said he had talked
with librarian Elenora McCarthy about possibly becoming involved.
Klein is at the forefront of the movement to restart the SLUH Democrats, also
pending clearance from Kesterson. “We’re
hoping to be really active and have a strong
presence throughout the year,” said Klein.
One of Klein’s main goals is to maintain
a sustained level of interest throughout the
year.
“I just hope to sustain an active presence
year-round. A large part of this is laying a
foundation, ensuring that enthusiasm doesn’t
start dropping off as you progress through
the year,” said Klein. “To do that, we’re

see POLITICS, 8
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Notebook

Student photographers wanted
We live in an age when almost every
student is an amateur photographer, owning
at least a point-and-shoot digital camera.
However, SLUH depends on a very small
staff of photographers to take photos for its
publications.
Many of the photos in the 2009 yearbook
were taken by adults, and most of these were
taken by photography club moderator Mr.
Matt Sciuto. The Prep News continues to rely
on Mr. Sciuto and other adults for many of
its most important sports and news photos.
However, though Mr. Sciuto will continue
taking pictures in the future, he does not
want to continue being responsible for so
much content as he has in the past, and nor
should he be. When the administration sets
aside funds for a newspaper or a yearbook, it
is not just paying for a product. It is offering
students an experience, and most students,
as of now, are not taking advantage.
SLUH has the capacity to have most
of its high quality photos taken by students

willing to spend a little time training with
the Photography Club to use its expensive
high-tech equipment, or just willing to send
in some of the pictures they take with their
own cameras. This goal is achievable, but
it depends on the willingness of students to
realize the importance of photography.
Taking photos of life at SLUH is an
important way of celebrating and recording
the events and colorful cast of characters at
SLUH, just like cheering with Blue Crew
or writing an article about a sport or club
in yearbook or the Prep News. When students aren’t engaged in this process, part
of the spirit exhibited by students in their
activities goes unrecorded and unnoticed
by their classmates. The yearbook is one
of the primary ways of recording a year of
life at SLUH. It is particularly important
in recording student life. A large group of
students, therefore, ought to be involved in
its production.
In addition, taking pictures for the

yearbook is a massive undertaking. Other
organizations can function with a small staff,
but the enormous task of generating enough
pictures to fill a hard-bound book should not
be placed on the shoulders of only a few. And
we shouldn’t expect Mr. Sciuto to take most
of the pictures, just as we don’t expect our
football coaches to suit up. In the end, more
students becoming involved in yearbook will
lead to more balanced coverage, more facets
of life at SLUH being represented, and more
students learning photography. A yearbook
with only student photos is a far-off goal,
but it is the ideal.
According to Mr. Sciuto, there has been
good initial interest in photography, with
many underclassmen signing up and getting trained. Will this continue? Interested
tudents should see Mr. Sciuto or senior Ted
Wight. What will this year’s yearbook look
like—will most of the pictures be taken by
adults, or will we have a solid base of student
photography filling the pages?

Commentary

My neighborhood, your neighborhood
Living in the
Forest Park
Southeast area
by Nate Heagney
core staff

“Wait, you walk to school?” I get that
reaction a lot, whenever I tell someone how
I get to school each day. The answer is yes,
I do walk to school. It takes approximately
eight minutes if I walk at a leisurely pace
and hit the Kingshighway street light at the
right time.
My house, located in the Forest Park
Southeast neighborhood, is less than half
a mile away from Saint Louis U. High’s
front door. And believe it or not, I am not
the only person who walks to SLUH. My
neighbor, freshman Gabe Miller, is also in
my walkpool.
The majority of SLUH students live
somewhere in St. Louis County, in places
like Webster Groves or Ballwin or Eureka
or Oakville. Others live across the river in
Illinois. That makes it tough to call SLUH a
city school. But it is one of the few private
schools in the city nonetheless, and our
location offers a multitude of opportunities
for students.
McCormack House and Midtown
Catholic Charities are just down the street
and present a great opportunity to serve
the elderly or young people. There is an
art gallery on Manchester within walking
distanceof SLUH. The area is dotted with
great restaurants (and I’m not talking about
the Hampton Steak N Shake) like Everest,
Flavors, and O’Connell’s, each of which
offers a different but delicious menu. Heck,
there is even an African Hair Braiding Salon
just southeast of SLUH on Kingshighway.
These are just some of the many resources
that come with going to school in St. Louis
city. But are students taking advantage of
them? Do they even notice them?
Before the start of school this year at
our class meeting, Mr. Kesterson advised
students who take the Metrolink home not
to cross through the neighborhood east of
Kingshighway to get to the station. In one of
my classes this year, my teacher brought up
the hypothetical situation, “What if you were
to get jumped just east of Kingshighway?” As
I drowsily nodded along with the discussion
I suddenly realized—Wait, I live just east
of Kingshighway, that’s my neighborhood
he is talking about. These two incidents
made me realize how my neighborhood,

and SLUH’s neighborhood, is viewed by
the SLUH population.
While the student body should certainly
be aware of incidents that have happened in
the past in the area surrounding SLUH and
should be cautious in order to prevent future
incidents, we should not isolate ourselves
from the local neighborhood and community.
I’ve lived in the neighborhood my entire life
and never been mugged.
This area has many things to offer like
food, service opportunities, a nationallyrecognized medical center and one of the best
public parks in the country. By remaining
in the city when other all-boys schools have
left or closed, SLUH provides its students
with an opportunity to experience an exciting
part of St. Louis they might not otherwise be
exposed to. Instead of having SLUH serve
as a an isolated location in an area where

students arrive when school begins and
leave when school ends, it should serve as
a gateway to a rich culture, a culture I have
been lucky enough to be immersed in for
the last 16 years.
Tonight, I will go to the SLUH vs. CBC
football game in Town and Country. Town
and Country is a fine place. But if you look,
CBC will be just a school by itself in the
county. It won’t be a part of a larger community; surrounded by houses and churches
and restaurants and people. You won’t have
to parallel park to find a spot. It won’t have
the closeness and vibrancy you find in the
city. I enjoy the benefits of city life every
day. And by going to a school strong enough
to remain in the city when its counterparts
fled to the outer suburbs, SLUH students
have a great opportunity to share in that
experience as well.
Cartoon by Bobby Lux

Cartoons are the opinioon of the artist and do not reflect the opinion of either the Prep News or St. Louis U. High.
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by Conor Gearin
news editor

“Daugherty, right?” I asked with little
confidence.
“Yup,” said freshman Michael Daugherty. Learning the names of new reporters
is the Sisyphusian task of Prep News editors throughout the ages. Especially in the
first few weeks of school, students from all
grade levels eager to try newspapering out
stream in relentlessly. It’s our task to guess
each one’s grade level (it’s best to guess
high rather than low), get each one’s name,
and then remember it, forever, even if their
first article, photo, or cartoon is their last.
I am naturally bad at names and fail with
regularity. So remembering Michael’s last
name was a small victory, even if I wasn’t
confident enough to guess his first name (I
had it right.)
It was a small but important victory. I
remember being a new reporter three years
ago. I could count on Editor-in-Chief Jim
Santel to remember my name, but he was
my senior advisor—and Jim was good at
remembering the names of his freshmen.
But looking back, I realize past editors
struggled just as much as I did. Three years
ago about this time, another cub reporter
named Michael—current Sports Editor Mike
Lumetta—was being congratulated on his
article by the editors. Santel fumbled on his
name. Another senior corrected him.
“It’s Mike. Mike Lumetta.”
“I don’t remember names, G——n
it!” cried Santel helplessly. He was quickly
scolded for his swearing by either another
senior or Mr. Missey—I hadn’t quite learned
to tell them apart yet.
More generally, learning names is the
Sisyphusian task of life at SLUH. The freshman are working hard to learn each other’s
names right now, the upperclassmen are trying to find the students they still only know
by face and meet them, and the teachers have
learned the names of the students in their
classes. Hopefully, students learned some
names of young ladies at the Back-to-School
Mixer. The name game was the first game
we played on Direction Day, and we keep
playing until we leave SLUH—then we go
and play it somewhere else.
Some of us are better at the game than
others. Senior Alex Wehner knew the names
of every one of his classmates by the end of
first quarter of freshman year. I asked Wehner
how he did it, hoping he’d reveal a magic
trick. But no—he just did the same things
I did, only more intently: find the kids he
didn’t know and get their names.
Faculty members have played the game
longer than anyone, and some of them are
real masters. Director of Financial Aid Craig
Hannick said he’s currently 60-70 percent
to accomplishing his goal of knowing the
names of all students currently at SLUH; he
aims to be finished by Christmas. He said
associating names with facts, often from students’ applications—along with his natural
memorizing skill—will make this possible.
Fr. Marty Hagan, S.J., went over 500
students’ names a day. He knew the names
and personalities of all the current students
as well as their fathers, who had graduated
decades ago. Fr. Hagan passed away two
years ago. The dedicatory plaque in front of
the pool hall that bears his name identifies
him as “arguably the most well known Jesuit
in the history of the school.” If you want to
be known, know others first.
Some of us are very bad at the name
game, like me. But we all have to play,
forever, because names, as it turns out, are
awfully important. As I’ve found, if you
want to thank a new reporter for his article,
or more generally, tell someone anything
meaningful and not sound like a phony, you
had better know his or her name.
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Earsom, ’11, races in Gateway Cup
by Nathan
core staff

F

Rubbelke

or St. Louis U. High senior Joe Earsom, the extended Labor Day weekend was a fun ride; he had the opportunity
to compete in the 19th annual Gateway
Cup bike racing series.
The Gateway Cup is a four-race biking series that takes place over Labor Day
weekend. The four races take place in four
different distinct neighborhoods in St. Louis
city. Earsom competed in the series for his
team, The Hub Bicycle Company.
The series kicked off on Friday night
under the lights in Lafayette Sqaure. The
weekend races took part in Francis Park
and on The Hill. The series wrapped up on
Labor Day Monday with a race in Benton
Park.
The series is raced in five categories.
Categories one and two consist of the more
elite racers. Earsom raced this year as a
category three competitor. When Earsom
first began riding competitively, he raced in
category five. But through training, he has
moved into the higher category.
“The threes are the immature-want-tobe-fast guys,” joked Earsom.
Earsom’s training in-season is 10-12
hours a week on the bike. He noted, though,
that his training was a bit down this season

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOE EARSOM

Senior Joe Earsom (first from right) rounds a hard turn.

because of work.
The Cup consists of criterium races for
all four races. In a criterium race, the riders
race for a certain time limit (45-60 minutes
in this series) and after the time limit is
reached, they must complete a set number
of laps to finish the stage.
The races in Gateway Cup took place
on loop courses that included many turns,
according to Earsom. The turns were crucial
on Friday evening, as the they were the only
sections of the course with adequate light.
“(Friday night) was pretty crazy. We

were averaging 30 miles per hour and you
couldn’t really see, except in the corners,”
said Earsom.
Earsom raced well on Friday, battling
for a top 15 finish throughout the race. But as
he headed in on his final lap, he was struck
with bad luck when he was stuck, caught
behind a crash.
“There were a lot of crashes going on,”
said Earsom.
Earsom luckily never crashed himself
throughout the entire series, though he noted
he had some close calls.

CSP sets ambitious goals for 2010-’11
by Drew Dziedzic
core staff

T

he St. Louis U. High Community Service Program (CSP) has jumped into
the new school year with an ambitious set
of goals. CSP hopes to increase the number of students involved in the program.
Only 10 percent of the student body participated in service more than three times
last year.
CSP serves a wide variety of St. Louisbased organizations. Students participate
in activities that range from cooking meals
for the homeless, tutoring middle-school
students, spending time with the elderly, and
taking care of babies. Participation in all of
CSP’s programs is voluntary, and any SLUH
student can participate in the programs. CSP
also organizes various activities throughout
the year such as next week’s CSP Food Drive.
CSP will focus on a different segment
at their programs each month.
“For instance right now the segment
is the food drive and our feeding shelters,
and then we will move into tutoring for a
month,” said Bieber. “And with our focus
there will be promotions like fliers promoting the sites that are available. We will use
different methods to create awareness and
to be constantly reminding people that they
can sign up to do this.”
Bieber also mentioned that she and CSP

FORUM

(from 1)

Saturday Nov. 4, has not yet been planned,
so STUCO decided to use this forum as a
brainstorming session for ideas.
The group brainstormed creative and
engaging ways to raise money, all of which
would be donated to charity. Suggestions
ranged from holding Penny Wars and selling t-shirts, to the unique, such as paying
for forgiveness of demerits, and a chance to
be Dean of Students for a day, as suggested
by senior Tim Petty.
Other suggestions involved the organization of various tournaments, which would
charge entry fees and award prizes to the
victor.
Social studies teacher and STUCO comoderator Lauren Dickens suggested having
students pay teachers for the privilege to park
in their parking spots during the week, and
sophomore Mitch Shaw proposed raffling
off lunch coupons.

co-coordinator Nick Ehlman will be updating Campus Ministry’s Facebook page and
adding information to the CSP portion of
the SLUH website more often.
CSP also wants to work on encouraging
students to do service throughout the entire
year.
“Especially with each season, I think we
definitely can be better about re-promoting
at the beginning of each season, so that
students know that they can do (service) for
the season,” said Bieber.
Also new this year, CSP is going to
ask for assistance from teachers in order to
gather volunteers.
“If we are low in a certain area, maybe
we (can send) out an email to teachers saying
‘hey, we need two more students for tutoring
math or English or wanting to work at the
Crisis Nursery,’” said Ehlman.
Finally, to help with the promotion of the
activities, CSP has formed a student service
team.
“The primary goal of (the service team)
is to get kids interested in service and then
actually do service in the community. We
do various things, like next week we are
doing posters for the food drive,” said senior
Simon Clark, a member of the team. He also
said that the service team will be shooting
a promotional video trailer and updating
the CSP bulletin board outside the cafeteria

often.
“To have it not just coming from us, but
also from this team of students will be quite
helpful,” said Ehlman.
“Basically (the service team is) trying to
get more students aware of the opportunities
they have here at SLUH,” said Bieber. “I
think it’s a nice and unique group of students.
They all have lots of talents and I think they
will do a great job. I am confident they are
here for the right reason.”
According to senior Joe Earsom, another
member of the service team, the team will
also lead the prayer services next week to
encourage participation in the food drive.
The new CSP innovations have been
implemented to accomplish CSP’s goal to
have at least 50 percent of the student body
participate in some kind of service this year.
Already, CSP has seen some success.
“At this time of the year, if I look from
last year to this year, I have 15 more registration forms this year than I did last year,” said
Bieber. “What I see the greatest increase in, is
of the 60 forms I have, 50 percent of them are
for tutoring, which I find very encouraging.
This time last year, I’d say about 10 percent
of them were tutoring. So I’m really, really
excited that segment is ramping up because
I think that is where (SLUH) can offer a lot
of help.”

An idea brought up by some STUCO
members involved use of a small room as a
‘jail,’ where someone would pay to isolate
a person for a set period of time, and they
would need to pay double the cost to free
themselves.
McCoy shifted the conversation to the
involvement of teachers in Mission Week.
“Teachers are part of our community,
and if we’re focusing on community, they
should be included,” said Hunn.
An Alumni Mass will be held the Sunday
before Mission Week begins, and McCoy
brought up the potential of using that to kick
off the week and expand it into a school-wide
Day of Service.
As the conversation redirected to raising money, Vice President for School Spirit
Cy Hill and others in attendance brought up
the potential of hosting gambling-related
events. This, however, was discouraged by
Kesterson.

McCoy affirmed that any funds raised
during Mission Week would be donated
to charity, but acknowledged that there is
some flexibility as to how these funds are
distributed.
McCoy and other STUCO members
went on to clarify that there will not be a
Spirit Week this year, but Mission Week is
not being portrayed as a substitute or alternative to it.
Discussion of Mission Week occupied
the majority of the forum, yet STUCO reserved a few minutes at the end of the period
for other concerns to be voiced.
Students commented on strong spirit
at the start of the year and wondered about
policy on backpacks.
Kesterson cleared up confusion about
the student lounge, emphasizing that it, like
the previous lounge, was open to all students.

September 17, 2010

The races on Saturday and Sunday took
place under beautiful, sunny fall weather.
Earsom finished well with 50th place finishes
in both races. Once again on Saturday, Earsom got caught behind a crash in the final lap.
While the weekend races went mostly to
script, Earsom noted that the pace was a
bit quick.
“We were fast. The out of town people
that came in were what really made the races
fast,” noted Earsom.
The highlight about the two weekend
races for Earsom was the results of his team’s
number-one rider.
“Our top rider finished third one day
and in the money, so that was exciting for
us,” said Earsom.
The series finished up on Monday afternoon in Benton Park. Earsom placed 67th
in the race.
The Gateway Cup finishes up Earsom’s
competitive racing season.
One of the highlights of the series for
Earsom was the large crowds that gathered
each day to watch the races.
“What really got me was seeing all the
people come out from the neighborhoods,”
said Earsom. “It’s really phenomenal to have
people cheering for you who have no idea
who you are.”

see GATEWAY, 7

ACES

(from 1)
protests will not be allowed. Clatto wanted to
emphasize the fact that it is a civil conversation, not a forum for people to express their
political views.
“Given this topic, I expect it to be filled,
and I hope that it is, so that we as a community can have a better understanding of
this topic,” said Clatto.
Word of the forum was spread through
press releases to local news outlets, including
the St. Louis Review, the St. Louis American, the Riverfront Times, and various local
television stations.
Junior John Bromell, a member of
ACES, said that he thought the discussion
was a great idea and that it could help ACES’
credibility within SLUH.
“I think it’s a big step for ACES. I think
in the school community we’re not seen as
very serious, but I think with something like
this people will take us seriously and look at
us as important commentators on diversity.”
Bromell, whose mother is from Iran,
added that it was important that the issue of
Islamophobia be discussed. “I think the larger
message is important. While the community
center is something local to New York, there
is throughout America in certain people a
fear, an irrational fear, of Muslims,” said
Bromell.
Clatto acknowledged that while the current issue in New York helped to bring the
issue of Muslim and non-Muslim relations
in America to the center stage, it would not
be the focus of the forum.
“We may touch on that, but there is a
larger issue that needs to be addressed,” said
Clatto.
Clatto said that ACES and the school
hoped to host more events like this in the
future, including a forum of some kind in
the second semester.
“Whatever it is we do, we want to get
people thinking and we want to bring out
the best in people. Whatever forum topics
we do, including this one, we want people
to think critically and analytically in hopes
that we make our community a better place,”
said Clatto.
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Soccer wins CBC tourney, trumps Webster
by Patrick
reporter

S

Hart
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t. Louis U. High soccer (6-2) is once again
in top form. The team
clinched the CBC Tournament title Saturday with
an impressive 3-1 win
over Metro Catholic Conference rival DeSmet after
a 3-1 win over host CBC
last Thursday. SLUH also
beat Webster 2-1 Wednesday.
The Bills put pressure
on the Cadets from the getgo. Senior Brian Bement
had a great opportunity to
score within the first minute
of the game. The first goal
came later, though, when
junior midfielder Ryan Merrifield sent a soaring cross
from the far corner onto the
foot of senior forward Ben
Emnett, who buried it into
the back of the net. SLUH’s
Junior Ryan Merrifield blows by Webster defender Tim Menzel.
defense, led by senior Rob
Carr and junior Sam Steurer, was absolutely
Saturday’s game against DeSmet was
spectacular throughout the game.
the last game of the tournament. If the Bills
Two more goals were scored in the could beat the Spartans then they would most
second half, one by Bement and another by likely win the tournament, since DeSmet
Merrifield. Bement scored off a steal he cre- beat Vianney.
ated by running down a CBC defender—pure
SLUH’s first goal came in the 5th
hustle.
minute. Emnett made a textbook run behind
CBC scored in the closing minutes of DeSmet’s flat-footed defense and received
the game, which ended in a win for SLUH, a great pass from senior midfielder Richie
3-1.
Hoffman for the goal.

For the next 20 minutes the Jr. Bills’
offense kept up attack after attack, never
giving the Spartans a chance to get into the
game.
In the 24th minute Merrifield buried a
powerful shot after receiving a crisp through
ball from senior forward Dylan Gardner.
It was one of the best halves of the young
season. Hoffman said, “We knew we had
to get on them early. DeSmet is known to
crumple if we can score the first goal against
them. We did exactly that.”
In the second half, head coach Charlie
Martel was more generous with playing time,
giving some bench players a shot to show
their stuff. Junior Mason “The Ace” Suess
scored the third goal for SLUH in the 25th
minute. Emnett spotted Suess wide open on
the far side of the box and delivered a spot
on pass, which Suess drilled past the goalie.
Unfortunately, a questionable foul in the
Jr. Bills’ box gave DeSmet a penalty kick,
which they scored on with three minutes left
in the game.
The backbone of this impressive soccer team is the defense, led by senior goalie
Andrew Evola. Of the eight games Evola has
started, he has let in only six goals.
When asked how he has been able to be
so dominant this season, Evola said, “Hard
work in practice, a great defense in front
of me, and I have really focused on being
more aggressive.” With a playoff run in the
future, it is a comforting thought that all this
team needs is one or two goals to beat their
opponents.
The team faced Webster Groves at home
on Wednesday. Despite all of their big talk

about blowing the Jr. Bills out, Webster came
out in an extremely defensive formation with
what looked like six defenders. Little did
they know, four defenders or six, Hoffman,
Merrifield, Emnett, and Bement were not
going to be stopped on this rainy evening.
Just as they had against DeSmet, SLUH
had many early opportunities to score, but the
first goal did not come until the 13th minute
of the first half. In a play that looked like it
came straight off a Martel white board, Merrifield passed the ball between two Webster
defenders right to the feet of Bement. Bement
scored with a smoothness and calmness he
had been searching for the past few games.
Coming out of the half, though, the Jr.
Bill defense started to show some cracks.
Evola came to the top of the box to win a
fifty-fifty ball that left the undersized Webster
forward on his butt, with maybe a little of
Evola’s hockey talent drifting onto the soccer pitch. Webster scored off a through ball
in the 3rd minute of the second half.
After the goal, Hoffman was all over
the field in an inspiring effort to score an
equalizer.
In the 15th minute Bement was fouled in
the box, giving SLUH a penalty kick. Senior
captain and back Rob Carr coolly stepped
up to the ball. Always clutch, Carr knocked
home the PK, making it look easy.
The Bills are currently on a three-game
winning streak, which improves their record
on the season to 6-2.

Jr. Bills fall to Statesmen for first season loss
by Ryan Dowd
reporter

T

he Jr. Bills (2-1) suffered their first
loss of the season at the hands of the
Webster Groves Statesmen last Friday.
Though the score of 31-14 may not show
it, the Jr. Bills played well enough to win
the game. A powerful Webster defense
and seven turnovers crippled the dynamic
Jr. Bill attack, and a plethora of Statesmen
playmakers attacked the Jr. Bill defense
early before they could find their rhythm.
Webster received the ball first and
ambushed the SLUH defense, gaining 50
yards on their second play of the series. The
Statesmen quickly scored their first touchdown of the night on their fourth play of the
drive as Jr. Bill fans were still arriving.
The SLUH offense came out throwing
the ball. Unlike in the first two games, this
strategy worked against the Jr. Bills. Junior
quarterback Trevor McDonagh fired the
ball into coverage, resulting in a Webster
interception.
Webster used the same offensive
strategy to pull ahead with their second
touchdown of the game. In their second
series, Webster employed two quarterbacks,
Marquis Clemons and Rayshawn Simmons,
both efficient in running and passing. A
four-headed monster including Clemons,
Simmons, and running backs Ketrick Large
and Aaron Daniels spearheaded the Webster
offense.
The Jr. Bills successfully responded
to the Webster domination late in the first
quarter when McDonagh hit junior slot
receiver Cameron Stubbs up the seam for
a 64-yard touchdown to put SLUH and the
Jr. Bill crowd back in the game.
The momentum did not last long, however. As the first quarter ended, Demetrius
Robinson snatched a pass from Simmons
and showed why the Statesmen have some
of the best athletes in the state. Robinson,
aided by physical downfield blocking, shot
through the Jr. Bill defense for a 65-yard
touchdown.
The Jr. Bills opened the second quarter with a barrage of short passes from the
shotgun. McDonagh hit junior flanker Stefan

Sansone underneath and over the middle for
several big gains.
“I knew Webster’s defense, and I knew
where the open spots would be so I tried
to get into those spots and me, Trevor, and
(junior wide reciever) Mitch (Klug) have
been working really hard throwing the ball
in practice,” said Sansone.
At Webster’s 30-yard line, though,
McDonagh overthrew to an open Klug on
a post route, and the errant pass landed in
the hands of the Webster safety.
The Webster defense came into last
Friday’s contest boasting one of the best allaround defense players in the state. Middle
linebacker Jason Meehan did not disappoint
the Webster faithful with 11 total tackles and
two picks, one a leaping one-handed grab in
the middle of the second quarter.
“Going back and looking at the film, it
was really just playing some of the special
people they had. They were able to make
some plays that hadn’t been made against
us in the weeks before,” said offensive coordinator Robert Chura.
The Statesmen worked to shut down
two of SLUH’s most dynamic players.
Klug constantly faced a safety over the top,
effectively forming a double team with the
corner. He still caught five balls but did not
score a touchdown. Webster then shut down
the running game by playing physical run
defense and by taking such an early lead.
The rest of the second quarter passed
without either team making significant
offensive progress again until Webster
moved to the SLUH 5-yard line. With less
than a minute remaining, a penalty moved
the Statesmen back. Webster then missed a
mid-range field goal as time expired. The
Jr. Bills headed into the locker room only
down 21-7, still within striking distance.
SLUH cut the lead to seven early in
the third quarter after Stubbs picked off
Simmons. With the ball back, the offensive
line gave McDonagh all day to throw, and
he found Sansone streaking up the field on
a crossing pattern for 30 yards. McDonagh
flicked two fades to Klug to cross the rest
of the field. Klug skied up over the Webster
defenders on his signature play of the night
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Senior Lan Sansone tries to evade a Webster defender in the Bills’ 31-14 loss Friday.

to put SLUH a yard away from the end zone.
McDonagh followed senior center Will
Meiners in for a touchdown run on a sneak.
The Statesmen responded to a SLUH
touchdown yet again, however. Webster back
Aaron Daniels found a gap on the left side
of the SLUH defense and raced all the way
to the 1-yard line. The Jr. Bill defense stood
strong before their own end zone, getting a
stop and drawing a penalty. It looked like
the Jr. Bills would hold them to a field goal,
but Clemons eventually ran the ball in from
the 6-yard line.
An interception halted the Jr. Bills’ first
drive of the fourth quarter, as McDonagh
threw into traffic and paid the price yet
again. A fumble ended the Jr. Bills’ next
drive prematurely as well. “Obviously, we
just made too many mistakes to overcome,”
said Chura.
Webster added a late field goal with
about a minute and a half left in the game,
and the game ended 31-14.
“The night didn’t turn out the way we
wanted it to, and we were obviously playing
a special ball club. So despite some of the
miscues and the some of the mistakes, we
made we still were able to put together a

5

pretty good series of plays. We just couldn’t
keep it going,” said Chura.
McDonagh finished the game 24 for
41 for 355 yards and two touchdowns. He
was also sacked six times and threw four
interceptions. Stefan Sansone was the goto offensive player throughout the game,
making 12 catches for 159 yards.
The Jr. Bills struggled running the ball.
Terek Hawkins ran the ball 14 times for a
modest 28 yards. Defensively, senior linebacker John Brusati and junior linebacker
John Jedlicka led the team in tackles with
nine apiece.
The Jr. Bills head to CBC’s house to
battle their Metro Catholic Conference
nemesis tonight at 7 p.m. CBC has won their
last two games after dropping their first,
and they beat an offensively challenged and
injury-riddled DeSmet squad last week 1710. The Cadets have a strong running game
with three quality backs but do not throw the
ball particularly well. The Jr. Bills have not
defeated the Cadets in several years.
“We’ve been practicing real hard putting
in some new plays, and we’re really looking
forward to throwing and running against
CBC,” said Sansone.
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XC finishes third in muddy Forest Park
First among
Missouri teams
by Greg Fister
reporter

A

fter the once-firm course had been
churned muddy by hundreds of runners at the fifth annual Forest Park Cross
Country Festival, host St. Louis U. High
pulled off a third-place finish overall,
first among Missouri teams. The Jr. Bills
finished behind O’Fallon (Ill.) and Marquette University High School (Wis.).
The varsity race was held at 12:05 p.m.,
after seven races and countless runners from
all over the Midwest had mixed the already
rain-soaked course into a veritable mud pit,
where a runner could, and often did, lose
a shoe. Despite such adversity, SLUH’s
top nine runners and second seven varsity
runners showed depth and determination,
coming away with impressive times for any
course.
Immediately after the starting gun fired,
SLUH’s runners got off to a fast start, speeding to near the front of the pack. Senior Tim
Rackers remained in the top 15 for most of
the first two miles.
“Being at the top of the SLUH pack,
the top of the whole pack, is a different
type of racing,” said Rackers of Saturday’s
race compared to the team’s first race at
McNair Park. Rackers led the SLUH pack
and finished with a time of 16:26, good for
fifth in his division.
Not far behind him were senior Joe
Meier and junior Nathan Rubbelke. Rubbelke was close behind Meier for most of the
race, and showed remarkable determination
and speed in passing Meier in the last mile to
take 28th place with a time of 17:07. Meier
remained in the top 20 or 25 throughout the
whole race, and he finished in 32nd place
with a time of 17:12.
“When you get out fast you don’t need
to worry about trying to come back (later)
in the race. Especially with the mud, you
can’t afford to use that extra energy to get
to the position you should’ve been in at the
beginning of the race, so getting out (fast)
was pretty important at this race,” said Meier.
Although Meier said he was not completely
satisfied with his finishing place, he remarked
that it’s “still early on in the season, so I’m
not so concerned right now.”
The weather at the time of the race was
mild, overcast, and slightly windy. But the
most standout feature of this course was, of
course, the mud. Mud was flying, and no var-

PHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO

sity runner finished the race
without any mud on his person. Junior Jimmy Griffard,
who ran in the second seven,
remarked that the muddy
conditions had no effect on
the team’s performance.
“As sloppy as the course
was, SLUH’s form and
dedication were far from
(sloppy),” said Griffard after
the race, with a considerable
amount of mud on his face.
Griffard, along with
junior Michael Pollihan and
sophomore Parker Shumate,
all of whom ran in the second
varsity on Saturday’s race,
stayed together for most of
the race, running within five
places of each other for the
first four kilometers. Porter
stressed the importance of
sticking with teammates
during the race, and many
top varsity runners adhered
to this strategy.
Another standout racer
on Saturday was freshman
John Esswein, who ran an
impressive 17:48 in his
second-ever cross country
race. He ran in the top nine
and did not disappoint his
coaches, teammates, and Senior varsity runner Tim Rackers powers through the mud at the Forest
fans.
Park Cross Country Festival.
The Forest Park Cross
Country Festival is held every year in early at the Festival with marshalling racers and
September at Forest Park’s Central Fields other logistics. A wide variety of students
and is hosted by SLUH. The tasks of plot- showed up to help the coaches, to cheer for
ting and marking the course, which differed their classmates or to support their friends.
Of SLUH’s performance Saturday,
significantly from that of last year, fell mostly
Porter said, “You always feel like you could
upon SLUH’s dedicated coaching staff.
“When you have 95 schools, more than (beat) one more team, but we were within
3,000 participants, and no real issues, we are four points of the returning State champions
really happy with the way things turned out,” from Wisconsin. We lost to a very good team
said Porter of SLUH’s hosting responsibili- from O’Fallon, and we beat every other
Missouri school.”
ties.
SLUH’s team is ranked second in the
“(The spectators who came to see
Saturday’s race) didn’t realize what a cross state of Missouri, with Lee’s Summit North
country race entails, and all the intensity that ranked first. SLUH will not race Lee’s Sumcan happen in race in just 15, 20 minutes, mit North until the State meet. Rock Bridge
everything that goes on, what fanfare and from Columbia is ranked third in the state,
chaos it is. So I think people miss out on that and SLUH finished in front of them on
by not coming to our cross country races,” Saturday.
SLUH’s second seven raced yesterday
said Porter.
Many students showed up to cheer at Parkway Central. The rest of the team will
on SLUH’s varsity, junior varsity, and race at the Paul Enke Invitational at Sioux
freshman teams on Saturday, including the Passage Park, home of the legendary hill
Blue Crew. In addition to spectators, Porter known as “Manmaker,” on Saturday mornrecruited several other students to help out ing.

Swimmers pull off fifth at Marquette
Relays push past
Chaminade toward end
by Blake Gibson
and Jordan Gibson
reporters

T

he Jr. Bills met with success last
weekend at the Marquette Relays, finishing fifth out of 11 teams and qualifying
another relay team for the State meet.
“We’d been seeking a State time for a
little while now, and now we have it,” said senior captain Michael Hagerty of the 200-yard
freestyle relay, composed of himself, senior
Jake Chisholm, senior Michael Slaughter,
and junior Sam Erlinger. Excluding two
events, the Bills were seeded in the top six
for every race, and almost all of the relays
held on to their seed positions or moved up
in the rankings.
“The team did well,” said Hagerty. “We
had some strong individual swims, and eight
out of 10 relays came back for the finals. I

think we had a lot of depth for the meet.”
“We had some solid swims. There will
definitely be more State times to come based
on the individual splits we saw,” said senior
captain Steve Hoerr.
“(Junior) Amir (Paschal), being his usual
self, really performed, and (junior) Charlie
Archer came out of nowhere and dropped
time on both days to help propel us into the
finals for the breaststroke relay,” he said.
Head coach Rachel Graczak was hoping to finish in the top five before the meet.
“When we finished fifth, especially considering our competition, I was very pleased,”
she said. “The guys dropped time in prelims
and returned to finals and did the same. The
way the guys are so coachable and with as
well as they did, and all the dropped times,
I believe that we have a lot of potential.”
Assistan coach Kevin Moore shared
Graczak’s feelings. “Going into the finals
we were trailing Chaminade, and after a
few finals swims we were ahead of them,”
he said.
Despite the loss of freestyle powerhouse
Dan Schmidt, who graduated last year, the Jr.

Bills are looking strong for the 2010 season
and have already proven themselves more
than capable as they continue the season with
a 1-1 dual meet record. Next up, SLUH hosts
Jackson on Thursday at 4 p.m. in their home
dome, Forest Park Community College.

XC Nightbeat
A young squad of seven runners competed
last night at the Parkway Central Invitational,
taking seventh place overall in the varsity
race. The senior-less team was led by freshman John Esswein, who placed 18th with a
17:29. Sophomore Tom Laughlin followed
closely in 24th with a 17:39. Sophomores
Joe Archer and Matt Nicholson both medaled
in the top 45 as well. Sophomore David
Arredondo rounded out the scoring for the
Jr. Bills, and juniors Michael Polihan and
Jimmy Griffard competed as well. Overall
it was a successful meet for the team, as
most of the runners raced to season-best or
personal record times.

Underclassman
sports updates
Friday, September 10

C Soccer (3-0)
SLUH 3, Edwardsville 0
Chris Berutti and Tony Doellefeld had goals
in the first half to get the Jr. Bills off to a
good start. Brian Fletcher added another goal
in the second half to help the team continue
its undefeated streak.
—Stephen Lumetta

Saturday, September 11

JV XC (1 first place, 1 fifth place)
Fifth place at the Forest Park XC Festival
Despite having the top 18 runners on the team
in the varsity race, the JV team notched a
respectable fifth place finish in a competitive
field, falling to powerhouses Rock Bridge
and Rockhurst among others. Junior Paul
Fentress led SLUH by finishing 10th with a
time of 18:40, and senior Kyle Jacoby also
medaled, placing 22nd.
—Eric Mueth
C XC (1st place)
First place at the Forest Park XC Festival (3k)
In their first taste of competition, the SLUH
freshman team dominated the field, beating
its nearest competitor by nearly 100 points
38-132. Michael Swan was the first SLUH
finisher in third overall, closely followed by
Sean McLaughlin in fifth and Peter Rackers in seventh. All five scoring runners for
SLUH medaled.
—Eric Mueth

Monday, September 13

JV Football (0-3)
Webster 44, SLUH 34
Trailing the Statesmen 20-7 at the start of the
second half, the Jr. Bills came back from a
dismal first half offensively with 27 points.
Sophomore running back Tyler McNeil,
who rushed for over 130 yards, led the attack with a rushing touchdown and a kick
rueturn for a touchdown, and sophomore
linebacker Xavier Reese had 7 tackles, but
Webster hung on to win.
—Drew Brunts
C Soccer (4-0)
SLUH 7, Chaminade 0
The Jr. Bills completely dominated both
halves, not letting Chaminade have any
easy chances for a goal, and penetrating
Chaminade’s defense several times. Freshmen John Espenschied and Chris Berutti
each tallied two goals.
—Michael Daughtery
JV Soccer (5-0)
SLUH 5, Hillsboro 1
The undefeated JV soccer team dominated
the Hillsboro varsity thanks to junior Luke
Gilsinger’s and junior Joey Gasperoni’s
two goals apiece. Junior Logan Welge also
contributed a goal in the lopsided victory.
—Connor Madden

Tuesday, September 14

C Soccer (5-0)
SLUH 2, CBC 1
The Jr. Bills, led by a goal off a beautiful left
foot from Tony Abbacchi, tied the game at
1-1 before half. Near the end of the second,
Abbacchi assisted a gorgeous header by
Brian Fletcher to give the Jr. Bills the win.
—Michael Daugherty

Wednesday, September 15

B Soccer (4-0)
SLUH 2, Webster Groves 0
Sophomore Nick Kosciak scored the first
goal of the game after using a brilliant
move to get around the Webster defender,
and sophomore Zach Hoffman rifled a shot
from outside the penalty box into the right
corner of the net for a second goal. The Jr.
Bills controlled possession for most of the
game as the Bills’ defense pitched its fourth
consecutive shutout.
—Justin Sinay
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by Jack
staff
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Witthaus

rincipal John Moran had to contain
his excitement for two weeks before
spilling the exciting news this week: 23
St. Louis U. High students had been commended as National Merit Semifinalists,
the highest number of students in any one
school in the state of Missouri this year.
“The data is embargoed,” Moran said.
“But we knew last spring that we were going
to have a high number (of Semifinalists).
It was a really great year and we’re really
happy with the scores.”
Last year, SLUH saw 16 seniors receive
the prestigious honor, given only to seniors
throughout the United States whose performance is exemplary on the PSAT exam, taken
during junior year. The honor is handed out
to 16,000 students nationwide, or 1percent
of graduating high school seniors.
“It’s really impressive to be (where we
are) in Missouri,” Moran said.

Adding to the impressiveness is SLUH’s
qualifying numbers compared to other area
high schools. Ladue had 15 National Merit
Semifinalists, Clayton had 10, Chaminade
had 4, and DeSmet had 4.
Senior and National Merit Semifinalist
Kevin O’Meara was filled with disbelief
when he got his letter from the National
Merit Program.
“I had forgotten about the test,” O’Meara
said. However, when he got his letter a week
and a half ago, he was filled with joy.
“I was really shocked, excited, and
glad,” O’Meara said.
To qualify as a National Merit Finalist,
the next step in the program, O’Meara and his
22 classmates must complete an essay and
an application. Winners of this honor have
a chance to qualify for scholarship money
through the National Merit Program.
“I just want to reach the finalist level
and see where that takes me,” O’Meara said.

Library conference
room closed, will become
Confucius Classroom

by Matt Cooley
core staff

S

t. Louis U. High maintenance staff
emptied the library conference room
of its tables and file cabinets over the
summer, and gave the walls a fresh coat of
paint. The room is now closed to students
in preparation for the construction of the
Chinese program’s Confucius Classroom.
The room formerly housed the library’s
microfilm and vertical file collections, which
were rarely used by students and becoming
obsolete with the increased availability of
internet resources. Social studies teacher
Bob O’Connell’s history classes occasionally used the microfilm archives of historical newspapers. Library director Cortney
Schraut polled O’Connell’s classes to choose
an online source to replace the drawers of
film, and she eventually chose the ProQuest
historical newspapers database.
The vertical files, which contain folders of newspaper clippings and maps that
librarians have gathered over the years and
are organized by topic, also are becoming

so well, we have the opportunity to afford
ourselves the time to really listen and be
thoughtful ... to really put something together
that will listen well to a lot of stakeholders
and move us forward,” said President David
Laughlin.
Where and what that improvement looks
like will be the guts of the strategic plan.
According to Rick, at its most ambitious,
such a plan could result in a fully-endowed
school with a wealth of resources and the
best paid faculty in the country. The goal is
to dream big, and identify the areas where
the school should grow to become one of
the all-around best in the world.
In addition to the ideas they bring to
the table, new participants bring in new
financial solutions to address the school’s
financial future. The current cost to educate
the entire student body stands at roughly
$15 million while tuition only covers about
$12 million. The built-in $3 million gap is
covered by annual giving and Cashbah. In
addition to the indirect aid built in, the school
has dramatically increased direct financial
aid in recent years from roughly $850,000
four years ago to over $2 million today. The
result is a $5 million budget gap each school

N

Witthaus

ine former seniors have qualified
for the National AP Scholar nomination—a higher number of St. Louis U.
High honerees than in recent years.
“It’s extremely high,” Assistant Principal Thomas Becvar said. Becvar accredits
the bumper crop of National AP scholars to
the number of seniors who took AP exams
last year, which also saw an increase.
To achieve the National AP Scholar
distinction, one must receive an average
score of at least 4 on all AP Exams taken,
and scores of 4 or higher on 8 or more of
these exams, according to collegeboard.com.
Fifty-nine SLUH students met the
requirements for the AP Scholar with Distinction, given to students who averaged
a 3.5 on all AP exams taken with scores
of 3 or higher on five exams. Forty-eight
students qualified for AP Scholar, handed
out to students who average a 3 or higher
on three exams taken. Twenty-eight students
qualified for AP Scholar with Honor, given
to students who average a 3.25 on all AP
exams and score 3 or higher on 5 or more
AP exams.

obsolete since online tools like Google can
pull together a variety of sources. However,
they will remain available to students in a
corner near the fiction section.
The conference room was originally
intended to be a place where students could
work on group projects, and was the only
part of the library where quiet was not
expected. However, according to Schraut,
the room had become a hangout spot rather
than a place to work.
“It got to the point where the purpose
of the room was in a little gray area,” said
Schraut.
Although there are no plans to re-open
the room in a new location, Schraut said that
students working on group projects could
use empty classrooms, the cafeteria, or, upon
request, the library workroom where the
boxed-up microfilm has been stored away.
The Confucius Classroom is part of
a planned addition to SLUH’s Chinese
program. Because of the tentative nature
of the plans, no further details have been
announced.

Notes from
the courtroom
Juniors in theology teacher Diego Navarro’s
Faith class grew excited last Tuesday when
they learned Navarro was summoned to the
courthouse … as a possible member of the
jury. However that excitement turned into
exaltation this afternoon when, despite
Navarroʼs assurances he would not be
picked, he was selected as one of the twelve
jury members on a drug possession case.
“I’m not allowed to say anything utill
the case is over,” said Circuit Court Judge
Phillip Heagney, father of junior Nate, who
happens to be in Navarro’s class.
“I’m not sure what my dad thinks of
guys with that much hair gel, so,” said Nate.
Navarro is notorious for his common use
of the phrase, “Fair enough,” during class.
Now, Navarro will have an opportunity to
carry his fairness into the court of law.
-compiled by Nate Heagney and
Drew Dziedzic

—The caption for last week’s photo of the
opening procession at the Mass of the Holy
Spirit incorrectly stated that the SLUH alumni in the second row are Jesuit scholastics.
The men are actually studying to become
priests in the Archdiocese of St. Louis, not
the Jesuit order. Also, students with torches
were not at the rear of the procession, but
were actually at the front.

year that must be filled with a combination
of special gifts and interest accumulated by
the endowment, in addition to annual giving.
Based on current projections calculated
several years ago, if left unaddressed, tuition
would soar to nearly $27,000 by 2018 to
support the increasing cost to educate. Any
additional expansion or costs would be addressed in conjunction with the rising cost
of tuition, possibly with a capital fund drive.
In the near term, Rick has worked to
restructure the fundraising process currently
used to fill the gap on a year-to-year basis.
Members of the advancement team are now
responsible for soliciting donations from a
single constituency in an effort to increase
donations. But without the participation of a
broad range of new sources, any future plans
would be met with financial challenges.
Despite financial uncertainty, Rick envisions SLUH emerging from the plan in a
position similar to that of Roxbury: as one
of the country’s model schools for boys. In
many ways, that is one of the key ideas of
the plan: how can a school already positioned
for and experiencing success get better?
“What if it was decided that we were
going to try and push ourselves in every field
that energetically, that ambitiously—how far

up is up? It could be phenomenal. I think
this institution has the framework. It has
the platform off of which to do that. And I
think that framework and that platform are
so strong at the moment that anybody who
would consider a discussion of trying to raise
the place to greater heights would leap at the
invitation to participate in that discussion
given the starting point,” said Rick.
According to Laughlin, a skeletal timetable is being put into place to begin concrete
development of a strategic plan. He hopes
to have focus groups engaged by the end of
the school year or early next summer. After
12-18 months of such planning, a final plan
would be unveiled in the fall of 2012.
While the hiring of Rick has helped
accelerate the early stages of the planning
process, Laughlin explained that he and the
Board of Trustees have been in discussion
for the past several years in preparation for
this point.
“As a Board of Trustees, we’ve spent
some time ... in our meetings making sure
we are educating ourselves on what is occurring in this school. What are the challenges
that shape the future? What are the things
we ought to be considering when we think
about a strategic plan,” said Laughlin. He

cited presentations and reflection on topics
ranging from diversity to admissions as the
guts of that preparation.
Before groups can be formed, Laughlin
and Rick must engage other constituents outside of the board. Within the school, faculty
are the first being invited into the process.
“We need to share some of these aspirations with the faculty, which we are presently
doing because we want the faculty to be
intimately a part of our future planning,” said
Rick. He and Laughlin have begun near-daily
lunch meetings with faculty, informing and
inviting them into the brainstorming process.
Laughlin and Rick both explained that
such broad ambition and insistence on improvement are based in Jesuit ideals.
“I think Ignatius in the Exercises hammers away at whatever you do you have to
do to the absolute best. Everything we have
is a gift from God. We make the choice of
the extent to which we are going to engage
ourselves in those gifts and how hard are we
going to push ourselves,” said Rick.
“I certainly think we’re worthy of a
broad vision. I think the mission of the school
is worth that type of grand thinking and then
through the process we’ll determine how that
goes,” said Laughlin.

PLAN

(from 1)

by Jack
staff

Earsom noted that he saw two faculty
members, Spanish teacher Kevin Moore and
theology teacher Charlie Martel, watching
the races. He also noted that a handful of
alumni competed in the series.
After four days of racing, Earsom admitted it was tough to come into school the
following morning.
“I was burnt, I really couldn’t walk,”
joked Earsom.
But the pain was worth it. Earsom felt
satisfied with his results. While Earsom did
not place or finish near the front, the results
did not bring him down. He enjoyed riding
with very competitive racers.
“For me, it is not really about results,”
said Earsom. “I proved I had the fitness to
be there, so I was really happy.”
While it was not scored independently,
Earsom believes he did very well among
riders his own age in category three.
“I was one of the top guys,” said Earsom.
Earsom, 17, also noted that riders under
18 are at a disadvantage. Junior riders are
not allowed to have big gears.
“I have smaller gears. The (older) guys
have faster gears and can sprint faster,” said
Earsom. “You can’t have (bigger gears)
because they fear they will burn your legs
out.”
Earsom’s 2010 competitive season is
finished, but he is already looking forward
to next year’s Gateway Cup and the opportunity to race with the bigger gears. He will
continue to train over the next few months,
but remarked it will be much more relaxed
training.

Corrections &
Amplifications

—The caption for the photo accompanying
last week’s article about the Europe trip
incorrectly stated that the students were
posing in front of St. Paul’s Cathedral in
Rome. The cathedral is actually in London.
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Schedule M
Today
Sports Pep Rally
AP
College Reps:
		
Sign up on Naviance to attend:
		
University of Dayton (M104)
		
University of Kansas (M108)
		
Knox College (M112)
		
Loras College (M114)
Snack—Mini Tacos
4:30pm C Soccer vs. DeSmet
B Soccer vs. DeSmet
Soccer vs. DeSmet
6pm
Reunions—Classes of ‘55 and ‘80
7pm
Football @ CBC
Lunch Special—Spinach Salad
Healthy—Homemade Beef Stew

Saturday, September 18
9am

Cross Country @ Enke Invite

Sunday, September 19
12pm

KEEN

Monday, September 20

Schedule R

Tuesday, September 21

Block Day

Wednesday, September 22

Block Day

AP

National Merit Semifinalists These 23 students formed the largest group of students from a single school to become Semifinalists
in Missouri. Back row (from left): Mike Lumetta, Karl Webster, Nathan Wells, David Boll, John Sachs, Kevin Buettner. Second row: Bobby Lux, Phil
Nahlik, John Lewis, Hans Brende, Will Schmitt, Luke Hellwig, Austin Winn. Third row: Kevin O’Meara, Conor Fellin, Sam Harris, Mark Rapisardo,
Maxwell Waters. Fourth row: Ryan Koch, Ralph Scozzafava, Bobby Kaye, Jon Barber. Not pictured: Morgan Keefe, a junior last year who transferred.
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Each homeroom
is responsible for
certain items. Bring
in your assigned
items to homeroom.
The homeroom that
brings in the most
items in each grade
will win doughnuts.
The class with the
most donated items
will win a prize.

Participate! We’d be
lost without you.

Yogi Berra
Quote of
the Week
“You better
cut the pizza
in four pieces
because I’m not
hungry enough
to eat six.”

Athletics Fair
College Reps:
		
McDaniel College (M112)
		
McKendree University (M114)
		
Monmouth College (M116)
Snack—Mozzarella Sticks
Lunch Special—Chicken Wraps
Healthy—Turkey Burger

CSP Food Drive
4pm	Cross Country @ Warrior Invite
6pm
Aces Forum (Theater)
Lunch
Special—Bosco Pizza
Healthy—Indian Chicken

Lunch

CSP Food Drive
Special—Taco Salad
Healthy—Toasted Ravioli

Thursday, September 23

Schedule R

Friday, September 24

Schedule R

CSP Food Drive
AP
Freshmen English Tutorial
College Reps:
		
Illinois College (M108)
		
Iona College (M112)
		
Ranken Technical College (M114)
		
Valpariso University (M116)
Snack—Pizza Sticks
10 am Mother’s Club Mtg.
11am
Class of ‘45 Reunion
Lunch Special—Chicken Rings
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan
CSP Food Drive
AP
Junior Class Mass
College Reps:
		
Purdue University (M115)
Snack—Beef Taquitos
5pm
ACES Middle School Night
6pm
Reunions—Classes of ‘60 and ‘95
7pm
Football vs. Vianney
Lunch Special—Brunch for Lunch
Healthy—BBQ Burger

POLITICS
(from 2)

really going to stick to a schedule of regular meetings and
constant events, keeping involvement high among the club
members.”
Like Brennan, Klein hopes for more cooperation with
the Young Republicans.
“I haven’t really talked much with the officers from
the Young Republicans yet, but I hope to develop a strong
collaboration with them,” said Klein. “At the very least, hopefully we can organize some debates with them throughout
the year.”
If he is able to drum up enough interest among club
members, Klein hopes that the SLUH Democrats can organize
some work on political campaigns.
Social studies teacher Marge Schmidt has agreed to
moderate the SLUH Democrats. Schmidt said that her role
is to help with whatever they need assistance with, but said
the activities of the club would depend on what the members
of the club decide on and how much work they put into it.
Schmidt also emphasized discussions between the two clubs.
“I’d love to hear some debates,” said Schmidt.
The SLUH Democrats plan to meet weekly or bi-weekly,
but the day of the week has yet to be finalized.

