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ACES Forum
on Islam
in America

S

by Nick Fandos
editor in chief

N

The forum panelists

From left: Reverend Robert Tabscott, Kabir Muhammad, Father Michael
Brunner, and Rabbi Joseph Rosenbloom. The four discussed relations between Muslims and non-Muslims in
America in the context of the recent phobias regarding American Muslims. About 150 students, faculty, and
parents attended the forum. For a summary of the panelists’ comments, see page 7.

impressed by relatively high student attendance and the civility and professionalism
of the crowd and panel.
“I’m very pleased. It accomplished
what the Jesuit mission hopes to accomplish:
greater understanding—understanding different religions in hope of unity,” said Clatto.
He was also pleased with the work of ACES,
who had been planning the event for several
weeks.
“ACES grew a lot as an organization
last night,” said Clatto.
After a brief introduction from Clatto,
the night began with a speech by senior
Spencer Gusdorf offering a look at Muslim/non-Muslim relations from a student’s
perspective. Gusdorf’s speech was centered
around respect and understanding in the face
of different customs and religions. Those
ideas were echoed throughout the forum.
The panel discussion immediately
followed Gusdorf’s speech. Clatto and comoderator junior Jamil Irvin-Muhammad
had intended to introduce each of the four

panel members and then pose the first question. But although the panel had been briefed
on the planned arrangement, Tabscott immediately began addressing all the questions
at once upon being introduced. Each of the
other three panel members followed suit,
offering between ten and fifteen minutes of
comments each.
“As a moderator you learn to adapt on
the fly,” said Clatto of the deviation. “Despite
thorough preparation, sometimes things
don’t go as you want them to. You’ve got
to stay calm and adapt to situations.”
Each of the four panel members is regarded as an expert in his field, and brought
a unique mix of history and beliefs to the
discussion.
Tabscott is a Presbyterian minister and
specializes in African-American studies.
He is the founder of the Elijah P. Lovejoy
Society, an organization devoted to the
preservation and perpetuation of the First
Amendment.

see ACES FORUM, 7

Bang the Drum Slowly premiers next week
Baseball play examines how we deal with death

by Conor Gearin
news editor

S

t. Louis U. High began its school year
with the death of social studies teacher Paul Michaelson; fittingly, the Dauphin
Players begin their season with Bang the
Drum Slowly, a play about dealing with
and ultimately accepting death.
The play began as a book by the same
title written by Mark Harris, an author who
specialized in writing about baseball. Harris
wrote the script for a 1973 movie that starred
Robert DeNiro. The movie was one of the first
big successes in DeNiro’s career. The story
was adapted for stage by Eric Simonson,
and though it never appeared on Broadway,
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Chinese program
aims to become
model for area
by Matt Cooley
core staff

Panel included
representatives of four
religious backgrounds
early 150 students, faculty, and
parents took part in a forum called
“From Fear to Understanding: A Civil
Public Conversation on Muslim/NonMuslim Relations in America” in the
Schulte Theater Tuesday night. St. Louis
University High school put on the event in
conjunction with the Association of Cultural Enrichment at SLUH (ACES) as an
effort to address the growing tide of antiIslamic sentiment in the United States.
The forum’s main event was a panel
discussion between four respected scholars of varying backgrounds. Rev. Robert
Tabscott, a Protestant; Kabir Muhammad,
a Muslim; Fr. Michael Brunner; and Rabbi
Joesph Rosenbloom took turns offering
their thoughts on a variety of issues related
to Islamophobia.
Assistant Principal for Diversity Chip
Clatto intended for the discussion to revolve
around panelists’ responses to five questions,
ranging from the controversy surrounding
the proposed Islamic center in New York to
the role of the media in shaping Americans’
views about Muslims. While each of the
proposed questions was addressed at some
point in the discussion, the panelists immediately deviated from the planned format.
Despite the shake-up, Clatto judged
the event to be a success. He said he was

ISSUE 5

t. Louis U. High has secured a grant to
create a Confucius Classroom, a major expansion to its long-established Chinese program. Hanban, the Chinese government’s Office for Chinese Language,
will provide equipment and funding for
many new programs that are intended to
make SLUH a model for other Chinese
programs in the St. Louis area.
SLUH has already received $10,000
to establish the program. Over the next six
months, Hanban will ship $20,000 worth
of books and other materials from Beijing
to be placed in the Confucius Classroom,
which was formerly the library conference
room. Among the items shipped will be
two 40-inch touch-screen monitors which
will display interactive information about
Chinese culture.
The funds, which will be topped off
with more books and an additional $10,000
every year for the next four years, will allow
SLUH to host events that teach students
about Chinese language and culture. In the
grant application, Chinese teacher ChingLing Tai proposed holding “Chinese New
Year celebrations, talent competitions,
speech contests, Chinese calligraphy, craft
and cooking classes, art exhibits, and music
performances.”
To celebrate the opening and increase
awareness of the classroom among other
high schools, a fanciful opening ceremony
is being planned for November or early
December.
“The plan is to see if we could invite
Chinese acrobat troupes to perform at the
opening ceremony,” said Tai.
The Confucius Classroom program
is part of an ambitious effort by Hanban
to promote Chinese language and culture
worldwide. Hanban has partnered with colleges and universities to establish Confucius
Institutes.
According to the Hanban website, there
have been 282 Confucius Institutes and 272
Confucius Classrooms established in over
80 countries.
The St. Louis-area Confucius institute,
established in 2008, is located at Webster
University. The Confucius classroom program, which targets high schools, is the
second tier of Hanban’s initiative.
To obtain the grant, Tai developed an
application describing SLUH’s Chinese
program, proposed activities, and a budget.
Hanban requires SLUH to match some of the
funds; SLUH’s contribution will be primarily in the form of facilities like the theater,
equipment like desks and computers, and
staff time. The grant expires in five years
but can be renewed.

the play has had success in regional theater
programs.
Director Joseph Schulte said he felt the
time was right to put on such a play.
“It’s all about how we accept death,” he
said. “We’ve had a lot of death at St. Louis
U. High recently.”
The action of the play takes place in the
mind of Henry “Author” Wiggen—played by
junior Jordan Bollwerk—the wisecracking
ace pitcher of the New York Mammoths in
the 1950s. Author, a talented pitcher who
habitually rags on his teammates, gets his
nickname from the writing he does on the
side.
“He’s the best left-handed pitcher in

all of baseball—or at least that’s how he
considers himself,” said Bollwerk of Author.
The set reflects both the baseball environment and the fact that the play takes
place in Author’s mind. The play is a studio
production, so the audience sits on the stage,
providing a more intimate experience of the
production. The two stands are set up across
from one another with the locker room set
down the middle. A painting is hung behind
one of the stands of a baseball crowd, so
that the audience members feel like they are
sitting in a stadium.
The set pieces are made to quickly morph
from locker room to hotel to office building
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Soccer builds winning streak
The Bills extended their winning streak to
seven last week and now head to the semifinal
of the CYC Tournament. Page 5

Science Center junior interns
SLUH and the Science Center have begun a
pilot program in which SLUH students work
as junior interns at the Science Center. Page 2

Editorial: Forum stimulates SLUH
The ACES forum this Tuesday deserves
praise for offering a fresh look on Muslim
and non-Muslim relations. Page 3

Football drilled by Cadets
The Jr. Bills climbed back from a 14-point
deficit, but CBC rallied in the final two
minutes for the winning touchdown. Page 6

The King and I: Schuler and LeBron
Algerbra teacher Dan Schuler’s story of the
time he blocked the king—LeBron James—
in a high school baseball game. Page 4

Letter: Let’s go back to Reynosa
Senior Luke Hellwig implores Mission:
Mexico to place duty to help others above
safety concerns. Page 3

see CONFUCIAN, 7
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KUHI morning show trying to reorganize SLUH students
With the club’s moderator stepping down,
future is uncertain
by John Webb
reporter

K

UHI TV, St. Louis U. High’s morning television program, looks to fire
up its teleprompter after a recent period
of inactivity following the resignation of
former moderator social studies teacher
Tim O’Neil.
“The biggest reason I decided to step
down is because last year I reenrolled in
graduate school at St. Louis University for
a second master’s degree. I couldn’t devote
the necessary time to running the club while
taking graduate courses at the same time,”

said O’Neil, who moderated the club for six
years.
O’Neil will no longer be involved with
the day to day operations of the club but said
he was willing to help with the transition.
“If there’s a technical problem they’ve
run into, I’ve stuck around and helped out
with that respect,” said O’Neil.
Junior Paul Harris is leading the push
behind the movement to reestablish KUHI.
“We just want to get it restarted. That’s
where we’re looking now,” said Harris.
According to Harris, the club’s biggest
problem this year is organization.
“We had a bunch of people sign up at the
Activities Fair and a lot of people showed up
for our first meeting,” said Harris. However,
participation has declined in weeks since,
Harris added.

“High school students have trouble
looking up to other high school students,”
said Harris of one of the possible reasons
for the club’s organizational struggle.
Harris wants the show’s format to have
its usual foundation in news and sports, but
limit its coverage of school events to focus
on weekly segments. In addition, Harris and
people interested in the club have talked
about forming a core staff, similar to the
Prep News.
KUHI’s interim moderator is English
teacher David Callon, but they are still looking for a full time moderator with enough
time to devote to the club.
Members of KUHI will participate in a
media meeting with principal John Moran
next Tuesday that will include editors of the
Prep News and members of Gadfly.

Webb, ’13, spends two months in Japan
by David
reporter

Schmelter
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Pax Christi group will travel to Washington this
year, as Ignation Teach-In relocates there
by Jack
staff

I

Witthaus

nstead of trekking to Georgia to protest
the Western Hemisphere Institute for
Security Cooperation (WHINSEC), formerly known as School of the Americas
(SOA), St. Louis U. High’s Pax Christi
club and other SLUH students will venture to Washington, D.C. to attend the Ignatian Family Teach-In at the Georgetown
University Hotel and Conference Center
Nov. 13-15.
The Teach-In will feature seminars
about injustices around the world. According
to math teacher Nick Ehlman, topics will
include sweat shops, fair trade, ecology,
WHINSEC, and living simply.
“The talks are led by people very involved in the issues,” said Ehlman.
With its success in presenting the topics
in previous years, the Teach-In is currently
sold out. Ann Magovern, Executive Director
of the Ignatian Solidarity Network (ISN),
speculates that over 1200 people, with a
majority from Jesuit universities and high
schools, will attend the conference.
The Teach-In, hosted by the ISN, and
the SOA protest are typically held in Ft.
Benning, Georgia, but this year’s planners
had a different idea.

According to Magovern, her vision of
the Ignatian Teach-In needed to get out of
the tent, so to speak.
“The Teach-In actually began under a
tent 14 years ago,” said Magovern. Quoting
the Gospel of the Trinity, Genesis 18, Magovern explained that moving the Teach-In
is like Abraham leaving the tent to meet the
Trinity. “The ISN is being called to move
the tent to address a variety of issues,” said
Magovern.
Magovern believes that erecting the new
tent in Washington, D.C. provides the perfect
place not only to discuss broader issues like
immigration reform and climate change, but
also to get appeal from a city where there is
a lot of power.
The switch to Washington, D.C. is fine
with Ehlman.
“For SLUH, the focus was always
the Teach-In (over the protest) because
it made the most impact,” Ehlman explained.
Since 2002, SLUH students and faculty
have joined the thousands of protesters
who marched in support of the closure of
WHINSEC.
Founded in 1946, the SOA has been an
army training facility for Latin American
cadets and officers. Soldiers who taught at

SOA, located in Ft. Benning, Ga., have been
connected to or have been part of injustice
issues around the globe.
On Nov. 16, 1989, leaders of El Salvador, some of whom had been taught at SOA,
authorized the execution of a group of Jesuits
in a San Salvador community, including a
housekeeper and her daughter. Jesuits at the
time were speaking out against the injustice
of the government of El Salvador at the
University of Central America.
Five students have already signed up for
the trip, yet SLUH still has spots for up to
ten more students. Interested students are encouraged to talk to Pax Christi moderator Rob
Garavaglia if they are interested in signing up.

Attention Ultimate Returners!
There will be a meeting on Monday, Oct.
4th during Activity Period to discuss the
upcoming season, location TBA. Please
contact Mr. Huether in the English Office
for more details.

intern at
Science Center
by Luke Buckheit
and Thomas Riganti
reporters

F

ourteen St. Louis U. High students
will serve as junior interns this fall at
the Saint Louis Science Center in an effort to share their love of science with the
public and build valuable skills for their
futures.
The students will be serving in a program
designed to ignite and sustain lifelong science
and technology learning and serve with the
Science Center as partners to communicate
science to the community, said Associate
Director of Volunteers and Interns Halcyone
Brown.
“We are giving students an opportunity
to engage visitors in science learning and,
above all, make it fun,” said Brown.
Science Club moderator and initiator
of the program Steve Kuensting sees the
program as a “chance (for students) to be
public speakers, an area SLUH has been
identified as weak in. Kids working at the
Science Center in public speaking positions
are going to learn more about how to present
information to other people.”
Kuensting also sees the program as valuable because it “gives our kids a chance to
literally work with scientists. The students
from the Science Club are now going to get
a chance to work with people working in real
careers in science.”
In addition to scientific experience, the
program will involve SLUH students with
the local community.
So far, the students have participated
in an orientation preparing them for work
opportunities in the fall. The orientation
involved a tour of the Science Center, safety
standards, techniques for communication,
and an introduction to the Science Center
employees and volunteers who will supervise
the students.
Once the students begin work, they will
be giving demonstrations and talking to the
public about the science and its different
aspects.
“I’m super excited,” said junior Nathan
Fox. “I had great experiences (at the Science
Center) when I was a little kid, and I can’t
wait to do that for other people. I think (I’m
most looking forward to) learning from the
public, and the feedback from visitors.”
Despite being a very new program,
the SLUH students are already making an
impression.
“They’re stellar young men,” said
Brown. “I was very impressed by their
demeanor. They were very responsible,
respectful, and easy to communicate with.
I look forward to working with each and
every one of them this fall.”
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—Last week’s issue of the Prep News incorrectly stated Mr. Jon Dickmann’s title as
“Technology Coordinator.” His actual title
is “Director of Information Technology.”
—Last week’s soccer article incorrectly
stated that senior soccer goalkeeper Andrew
Evola allowed six goals in the first eight
games of the season. Evola had allowed
only five goals in seven games. Ryan Suddarth started one game against Brebeuf and
allowed one goal. The Prep News regrets
the error.
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Finding understanding in dialogue Caught in
the Web
How do you move from fear to understanding?
The question is straightforward enough.
But the answer is dangerously hairy. Emotions and pride often get in the way of ever
really reaching understanding. And if we
can get past those, we must contend with
the details in between that offer distraction
and false belief.
Tuesday night’s forum, “From Fear to
Understanding: A Civil Public Conversation on Muslim/Non-Muslim Relations in
America,” attempted to move past all that
hairiness and come to some real, truthful
understanding of Islam. While in the same
vein as last year’s Jazz Diversity Series, the
forum was fresh and novel in its approach.
ACES, which planned most of the
evening, brought together a highly intel-

Commentary
Diversity: A challenge for SLUH
education

ligent and engaging panel of four to discuss
the fear and misunderstanding surrounding
Islam and its followers in this country. Just
by sitting together on stage, a Protestant
minister, a Muslim, a Catholic priest, and a
rabbi showed us what openness means. Their
collective message was even greater and is
often missed in today’s world—religiously
we’re not that different.
Although the panel may have been
handicapped by some deviation from the
questions intended to guide the discussion,
the conclusions they reached were nonetheless important—education is the way from
fear to understanding.
Through all their hard work and planning, ACES and Mr. Chip Clatto gave us an
opportunity to embrace that idea, an opportunity to educate ourselves. We applaud that
opportunity. And we applaud the freshness
with which it was executed.

Attendees’ reactions to the forum’s
structure or choice of speaker may vary, but
what the forum did not fail to do was ignite
conversation. There’s nothing like walking
into a departmental office and encountering
a debate about faith and morals among a half
dozen teachers, and then stepping outside
into the hallway and immediately encountering the same discussion among sophomores.
It is rare that an event can draw nearly the
entire SLUH community into discussion
about something like Islam, especially when
the majority of students did not attend the
forum.
We believe that this kind of dialogue is
what’s necessary for real growth in a community. At least for this week, students and
faculty seem to be asking the tough questions. We are willing to pick through the
sensitivity and pride. That’s real education
and real understanding.
CARTOON BY BOBBY LUX

by Mike Lumetta
sports editor

As I listened to the panel at the ACES
Forum, I couldn’t help but think that I had
never seen a group like that one at St. Louis
U. High in my three-plus years here.
For all its benefits, SLUH rarely pulls
together the diverse set of perspectives
that I saw Tuesday night. ACES brought a
Protestant minister, a Muslim, a Catholic
priest, and a Jewish rabbi. I applaud them
for creating that opportunity. As a Catholic
school, SLUH naturally emphasizes the
Catholic perspective, but that emphasis
obliquely limits our exposure to the kind of
rich non-Catholic perspectives we saw at
the forum.
The panel’s message—that Christians,
Jews, and Muslims share many aspects of
their faiths—was hardly new, but the way
in which each panelist has arrived at that
conclusion and at his station in life is unique.
The variety of perspective has value for us
because, taken collectively, it helps us understand ourselves simply as human beings
and our commonalities.
Every SLUH student has, for better or
worse, traded away the opportunity to have
such understanding in his day-to-day life for

Cartoons are the opinion of the artist and do not reflect the opinion of either the Prep News or St. Louis U. High.

see DIVERSITY, 8

Letter to the Editors

Let’s go back to Reynosa
To the Editors:
Last spring, I was lucky enough to travel
to Reynosa with SLUH’s Mission: Mexico
group. The week I spent down there was
physically and emotionally challenging,
but it was also filled with the smiles of my
schoolmates and the laughs of the children
of the colonia where we built the houses.
So, like many of the other young men who
accompanied me last year, I was heartbroken
to hear that we will probably not be going
back.
As shown by the confrontation of two
Cor Jesu vans as we made our way back
towards the border on our final day last
spring (see vol. 75 issue 2), Reynosa is not
immune to the drug-related violence that
plagues regions of Mexico.
While it was certainly a terrifying encounter, I think it is possible to draw some
positive conclusions from the incident as
well. If these unidentified men ended up
letting the vans go without taking anything,
it could be a sign that the drug cartels are
not opposed to our presence as long as they
know we are not workers for a rival gang.
Either way, I feel that our moral obligation
to help the residents of the colonia trumps

the potential risks that go along with it.
There may be some risks involved with
The condition of living in the colonia is returning, but the reality of the change we
mind-boggling when compared to the com- can bring about outweighs the slim posfort with which I live. The things I take most sibility of finding trouble. I wish I could
for granted—the guaranteed three meals a say that if we did not go, others would step
day and the sturdy house over my head—are in to take our place, but as the Prep News
things that the people I met in Reynosa can article mentioned, the number of trips that
hardly dream of.
our contact organization is involved with is
However, Mission: Mexico gave me the plummeting. No one else is going to build
chance to use the privilege I have been given the houses that we have the opportunity to
to help those who, through no fault of their build.
own, missed out. José Rodríguez has been
Any important task we undertake is
so crippled from many hard years of brick bound to be dangerous and difficult. If it
making that he can no longer work to sup- were easy, someone else would already be
port himself. The house that my group built doing it. At some point in our lives, we must
gave him the chance to live the rest of his choose between doing the right thing and
life with the basic dignity of having a clean hiding behind the walls of inequality with
place to live. The houses of other groups our safety and comfort. We have had more
gave children a vital boost in their quest to than our fair share of comfort and privilege
break the imprisoning cycle of generational and have been asked to give little in return.
poverty and to one day leave the colonia.
It’s time to follow the Christians who have
With the recent flooding in the area, formed the good of the world through the
the people of Reynosa need us even more. sacrifice of their safety when they heard
Though the work we do down there does not the call of the oppressed. Let’s go back to
end the systemic injustices that allow people Reynosa.
to live in such inhumane conditions, we are
able to make a life-altering difference to the
-Luke Hellwig, ’11
people we encounter.
Editors: Nick Fandos, Conor Gearin, Mike Lumetta, Patrick O’ Leary, Eric Mueth

by Conor Gearin
news editor

I

usually spend my evenings drifting
between homework and Facebook, Yahoo!, and YouTube. Such evenings are
thoroughly unpleasant, as I feel guilty
while wasting time on the computer and
anxious about being left out on something
important while doing homework.
For one night, though, I gave up this
rutted way of spending an evening. I drove
downtown Monday night to Christ Church
Cathedral to hear Jonathan Franzen read
from his new novel, Freedom, and respond
to the audience’s questions afterwards. I
supplemented my human-given directions
with MapQuest and an onboard GPS unit.
I didn’t go there with my dissatisfaction with electronic media in my mind but
it soon became a theme. I entered the church
as Franzen read. The crowd was hushed as
he spoke, laughing fairly regularly at the
many subtle and not-so-subtle quips in the
text. I didn’t look at my cell phone for a
whole fifteen minutes. Though the young
people were in the minority, the attitude of
the crowd reminded me of my own at age
eleven or twelve.
Long have I wished to return to my
pre-high school appetite for reading. I could
sit for hours at a time with a book and not
think the world was leaving me behind. I
was leaving it behind, discovering a new
one. We, the Harry Potter generation, had
such excellent reading training. Like a bike
with training wheels, the books we read
on our own prepared us for enjoying ever
denser, thornier stories. We all started with
something bland like the Hardy Boys. Then,
adventures with the Magic Tree House gang
set fire to our imagination, awakening us to
ages, lands, and people beyond our own little
world. Still more complicated works like
The Chronicles of Narnia introduced real
darkness, real evil, and real ways to defeat
it.
But these books are somehow more
dignified than a kiddie bike. There is a
magical freedom in reading books on one’s
own. When we get to this point, it is finally
up to us and not our parents what characters’ voices will sound like, what an African
savannah will look like, and even whether
or not characters are good or evil. It’s as if
our parents let us have a bike with training
wheels, but they also let us create the road
with our own imagination as we ride along.
And now we’re taking the training
wheels off. Many of my friends are reading
from some of the most influential novelists
of our time—Franzen, Jonathan Safran Foer,
Jeffrey Eugenides. But even as we move on
to bigger challenges—to subtler Dark Lords,
to quieter magic, to heroes that aren’t clearly
marked by lightning scars—the Internet can
act as an opposing force, tempting us to
glance, summarize, and move on.
When someone in the audience asked
Franzen during the Q & A why he doesn’t
advertise as much through electronic media
and promotional videos as many of his contemporaries do, Franzen responded that, in
a way, he’s writing against the Internet. He
accepts that the Internet has its uses, and he
spends hours on it every day. But he said
that he is in search of something “stiller,
and more sustained” in what he writes and
reads.
I’m not going to say that Facebook
is making us stupid. But the Harry Potter
generation needs to return to its roots and
not worry so much about its inboxes, which
actually do not change from second to
second. For me it’s back to boot camp. I’m
forcing myself to spend at least 30 minutes
with Franzen’s Freedom every night. It’s not
as if I have time—it’s just something I have
to do.
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grew up on a peanut farm in Georgia—in
as Author imagines the events during his fact, that was his first ball field, the peanut
narration. In that way, the set is in line with farm. He’s easy to make fun of and to bully,”
the non-realistic, imaginative play.
said Schulte.
“It’s a very creative piece
PHOTO BY KYLE VOGT
in that way,” said Schulte.
The title of the play
comes from a song played in
one of the scenes, sung from
the point of view of a cowboy
who has just been shot.
Author remembers his
last season with his roommate, the country boy and
third-string catcher Bruce
Pearson, played by junior
Christian Probst. Author
gets a call from Bruce from a
hospital in Minnesota where
Bruce tells him to come to
visit him. At the urging of his
Piney Woods (junior Tom Blood) talks on the phone held to him by Author.
kind-hearted wife Holly—
played by Anna Franceschelli, a junior at
“He’s just a good old-fashioned counWestminster Academy—Author visits and try boy. He’s not dumb, but he’s simplelearns that Bruce is dying of Hodgkin’s minded,” said Probst. “He knows the ways
disease and that this is his last season of of the land and the earth. He’s not really
baseball.
street smart, but he’s logical.”
“And the rest of the play is about how
As the play goes on, however, Author
Author tries to get Bruce to live through this begins to realize that this way of treating
season of baseball,” said Schulte. Author’s Bruce—and people in general—may not
attempt to deal with and cover up Bruce’s be as harmless as he once thought. Author’s
illness interferes with the Mammoths’ season cynicism and sarcasm is balanced by his
and the team’s hopes for the World Series. wife Holly, a much sweeter, more innocent
Author’s journey of accepting Bruce’s character.
approaching death is the main focus of the
“It’s harder for Holly than it is on Auplay. In the beginning, Author is like all the thor,” Franceschelli said of Holly’s reaction
other ballplayers, always ragging on the to the news of Bruce’s illness. She said that
other guys.
Holly thinks it is unfair for someone as
“Mr. Schulte always tells me that (Au- innocent as Bruce to suffer an early death.
thor is) kind of a wise-ass, and he likes to And Holly has to deal with very conflicting
joke a lot about everything in life. He’s kind emotions—she is pregnant.
of a humorist,” said Bollwerk. Bruce, the
While Bruce is dying, “Holly and Ausimple-minded country boy and mediocre thor are happy and excited because they’re
ballplayer, is an easy target for Author.
bringing life into the world,” Franceschelli
“The character of Bruce is sort of a said. In this way the Wiggens feel the full
country bumpkin, he’s sort of a rube. He spectrum of emotion—both sadness and

joy—at once.
Junior Eddie Rowles plays Bruce’s
Bruce, ironically, is the first to learn to father, Boston baseball player Alec Olson,
accept his own death.
and a hotel doctor. Rowles had to train his
“He has a speech where he says that now voice to two different accents—a Georgian
he realizes that the world is so much more drawl for Mr. Pearson and a Minnesotan
beautiful, and that he realizes how precious accent for Olson.
life really is, and how much of a treasure it
“You have to practice both (accents)
is that he can still be alive for the last couple before you go on stage, but then have to
of months that he has to live,” said Probst. hope you don’t mix them up when you’re
Probst shares Bruce’s outlook on life: real- out there,” said Rowles.
izing that “sometimes life throws curveballs
Schulte thinks that SLUH students can
at you, but you can still be happy (when you) relate to the locker-room culture of teasing.
just don’t always look for the negative things,
“There’s an awful lot of ragging that
look for the positive things.”
takes place in our halls. I think it’s a man
“(In the play) there’s a lot of discussion thing. I think ragging is a man thing,” he
about what death is like, or what happens said with a laugh. He explained that there is
sometimes to people when they die,” Schulte a good deal of humor woven into the play’s
said.
discussion of heavier themes like death.
Eventually, Author can’t keep Bruce’s
Ultimately, the play’s message is that
illness a secret. Schulte said that the vari- “we have to accept death, and it’s part of
ous characters’ responses to Bruce’s disease living,” said Schulte.
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT
parallel the range of
responses to the deaths
at SLUH in recent years.
“Everyone says
goodbye (to Bruce) differently. Some people
just have to turn and
walk away. Some people
come over and give him
a hug. Some people just
wave and say goodbye.
It’s all different,” said
Schulte.
Many of the of the
actors and actresses
Junior Spencer Vogel, a member of the theater tech crew, assembles the set
play more than one role,
for Bang the Drum Slowly.
creating an interesting
challenge, according to Schulte. An actor that
Tickets are on sale now for five dolplays a doctor in one scene may appear as a lars in advance or seven dollars at the door.
baseball player in the next. Franceschelli also Performances are next Thursday, Sept. 30
plays Patricia Moors, an uptight business- at 7:30 p.m., next Friday at 7:30 p.m, next
woman quite different from Holly.
Saturday at 7:30 p.m., and next Sunday at
“I’m only one person, so having to 1:30 p.m.
portray two completely different roles is
complicated,” said Franceschelli.

by Mike Lumetta
sports editor

We weren’t there to be stargazers or
something.”
Schuler’s older brother Jim, a senior
forward, reinforced that message early.
With SVSM up a few points four minutes
in, LeBron got the ball on a fast break and
took off. Springfield’s players sprinted
down the court to prevent a dunk and
forced LeBron to change his angle for a
layup. The delay gave Jim Schuler time
to catch up and swat the attempt into the
backboard, sending the ball ricocheting
out to the three-point line.
Schuler himself had three runins with LeBron. Early in the game,
he went up for a shot in the post, and
James blocked but fouled him. Schuler
converted the two free throws for his
only points of the game. He also gave
up a three from the corner to LeBron when
he backed off to guard the drive.
The third time Schuler faced LeBron
became his best play of the game. James
had the ball in the post and went up for a
turnaround, but Schuler blocked it. To cap
the play off, when the SVSM point guard
picked the ball up and tried to drive in the
lane, Schuler stepped up and drew a charge.
About the block, Schuler is humble,
though. “I think of my block as very little
compared to my brother’s outstanding, opencourt, fast-break, swat-into-the-backboard
that was much more exciting and much more
dynamic,” he said.
Springfield hung with SVSM through
the first half, down 14 at halftime. Down 21
at the end of the third, Springfield’s top three
players—Jim Schuler and fellow seniors Ben
Hoeg and Isaac Smolko—fouled out near the
end of the quarter. SVSM ran away with the
game, winning 63-36 to ruin Springfield’s
perfect record and State championship hopes.
Schuler now views the game mostly
as an interesting anecdote, but it still holds
some significance for his basketball career.

The King and I: When Schuler played LeBron
N

ot many people can say they blocked
the King.
But math teacher Dan Schuler can
count himself among that select few. He
met LeBron James—“King James”—on the
court at Youngstown State University in the
Ohio Division III District championship on
March 8, 2001, when both he and LeBron
were sophomores.
Schuler played forward for Springfield
Local High School in New Middletown,
Ohio, which was 22-0 at the time. James,
of course, led a star-studded cast of players from St. Vincent-St. Mary’s in nearby
Akron—in particular SVSM’s Fab Five,
composed of James, Dru Joyce, Sian Cotton,
Romeo Travis, and Willie McGee. SVSM
drew national attention, and its games made
national or regional TV frequently
for a high school team.
Springfield, Schuler said,
began thinking about the famous
team once they realized the two
would fall in the same bracket. The
Springfield players scouted SVSM
in regular-season games, watched
film, and installed a new offense
and press break.
But the intensity of their preparation stepped up a notch the week
of the game.
“We actually went and practiced at Youngstown State University, blasted the sound system so we
couldn’t hear anything, brought in
alumni who had gone to our school
that were really good, and then even
put like six or seven players on the
court to press us to try and practice breaking the press versus something that would
be much harder than anything we could
simulate in practice,” said Schuler.
The game atmosphere, however, ex-

ceeded anything Springfield could anticipate.
The game had been moved to Youngstown
State from Salem High School to accommodate the extraordinary interest. Fans, most
rooting for Springfield—New Middletown is
not far from Youngstown—packed Beeghly
Center.
“The atmosphere was completely electric and overwhelming,” said Schuler.
Schuler, the seventh man on the team,
recalls being distracted by the huge crowd.
“I remember warming up and having
a little bit of a hard time focusing in on the
ball or on what was going on just because
there were so many people everywhere, so
many fans,” he said.
But James and company did not dazzle
Springfield’s players. Though other teams
made T-shirts about playing them and asked
for autographs, Springfield came to knock
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SVSM and James off their pedestal.
“We were like, (James) is a player. He
is a high school player. He is not an NBA
player. And we’re going to beat them,”
said Schuler. “We were there to compete.
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LeBron soars over one of Schuler’s teammates.

“At the time (LeBron) was still a lot
better, but at least I could compete on some
level,” he said.
Schuler’s family and friends from New
Middletown, who were Cleveland Cavaliers
fans, followed James closely over his sevenyear career with the Cavs.
“It’s just something that we kind of have
some kind of interest in what’s going on with
LeBron,” Schuler said. “So when he was
playing for Cleveland we were huge fans
... and enjoyed seeing him play, watching
the highlights.”
And what does Schuler think of “The
Decision”?
“I didn’t think it was a very considerate
way of relaying the news that he was moving. But I don’t really follow professional
basketball that closely anyways, and so I
didn’t personally have any feelings one way
or the other about him moving,” Schuler said,
adding that King James’ move really disappointed his brother. “I thought it would have
been nice for him to stay there because he’s
kind of a hometown guy there and there’s
a ton of local support and people just love
him.”
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Seven in a row: soccer builds streak, tackles CYC
by Patrick
reporter

S

Hart

t. Louis U. High soccer is once again
looking strong. Currently the team is
on a seven game winning streak with an
overall record of ten wins and two losses.
Last Saturday afternoon the Jr. Bills
came out hitting against St. Dominic’s. Junior
midfielder and unofficial team enforcer Jacob
Kloeppinger had a bone crushing hit in the
20th minute that set the tone for SLUH’s
dominance throughout the game.
Although the Bills kept up a constant
attack, they could not score as a result of many
off-sides calls and problems with finishing.
Around the 30 minute mark, the long awaited
goal came when junior forward Ryan Merrifield chipped a lofty pass forward to striker
Brian Bement. Bement and the goalie both
went up for the fifty-fifty ball, but Bement
outjumped the goalie, and headed the ball
into the net.

For the next fifty minutes the Bills kept
up attack after attack but a second goal was
not in the cards for the day. The game ended
in a 1-0 win for SLUH.
On Monday, SLUH had its opening
game of the CYC tournament against Lindbergh. This game was an opportunity for
some bench players to get into the game.
Although SLUH expected to win handedly, the first goal did not come until the
20th minute of the second half when junior
Paul Buehler scored off a rebound shot by
senior Ben Emnett.
A standout in this relatively unimpressive performance was junior back up goalkeeper Ryan Suddarth. In his second game
of the year Suddarth shut out Lindbergh,
making the 1-0 win possible. In a flash of
true brilliance, he was able to shut down a
very dangerous Lindbergh attack.
Wednesday night, SLUH took the field
for the second game of the CYC tournament.

Cadets best the Jr. Bills
Ryan Dowd

T

reporter

After an interception, McDonagh did not
have to wait long for redemption, as Stubbs
picked off the CBC quarterback. Stubbs
came through again on the next play, when
McDonagh found him gliding up the seam.
The junior wideout bounced off several
CBC tackles, taking it up the sideline for
a 58-yard touchdown. The Jr. Bills jogged

he Saint Louis U. High Jr. Bills (22, 0-1 Metro Catholic Conference)
dropped their second straight game last
Friday. Although the Jr. Bill offense
clearly outmatched the Christian Brothers
College defense, turnovers and mistakes
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT
hampered the offense
and put the Jr. Bill defense in tough spots
yet again against an
efficient CBC running game, leading to
a 42-35 loss.
The Jr. Bills once
again put themselves
in a hole early in the
game. The first drive
was doomed early
due to penalties and
the Jr. Bills punted to
CBC within minutes
of kickoff. CBC did
not waste time putting
points on the board.
The Cadets gashed
the Jr. Bill defense for
large chunks en route
Terek Hawkins stumbles but recovers to gain positive yardage
to a touchdown.
in SLUH’s last-minute loss to CBC.
Looking to respond,
junior quarterback Trevor McDonagh zipped into the locker room down seven.
a pass to fellow junior Mitch Klug, but several
The Jr. Bills seemed primed to knot
CBC players corralled Klug and stripped him the score at 21 early in the third quarter.
of the ball. Senior strong safety Lan Sansone But McDonagh’s pass was deflected, then
got Klug off the hook with an interception, intercepted.
his second of the season, on the following
“Obviously, we’re not happy with some
CBC possession.
of the interceptions we’ve thrown, but all in
The excitement would not last long, all offensively we’ve got to be real happy
however. On SLUH’s next possession, junior with where we are at,” said Kornfeld.
receiver Cameron Stubbs lost the ball fightCBC capitalized, relying on a powerful
ing for extra yards, and CBC capitalized on running attack. Stanfield burst through the
this turnover. After several punishing runs, SLUH defense for a 58-yard run. In a sudden
the Cadets scored on a long play action pass. shift in momentum, the Jr. Bills went down
Junior defensive end Jamil Irvin Mu- 14.
hammad said, “We weren’t playing tough
“We’re going to have to get better
enough. We weren’t playing fast enough. defensively. I thought our first two games
We just got to tackle them and be tough.”
where we opened up against Parkway North
The Jr. Bill offense soon found its rhythm and Ladue, I liked the way we were flying
from senior Lan Sansone and junior Terek around making plays defensively. We didn’t
Hawkins. After a long completion to fellow do that Friday night,” said Kornfeld.
junior Paul Simon, McDonagh tried another
The SLUH defense picked up the offense
fade from the 15-yard line. Junior receiver when Simon recovered a fumble. Lan SanStefan Sansone rose above the CBC corner sone capitalized with a 13-yard touchdown
and came down with a touchdown.
run to bring the Jr. Bills within seven points
“We’ve had some great catches, whether again.
it’s Stefan, Mitch, Cameron, and Paul,” said
After several gashes through the defense
head coach Gary Kornfeld.
by Cadet backs, a blown coverage in the deep
With this catch, the score was now 14-7 half led to a touchdown pass from Dalton
in favor of the Cadets.
Demos to Josh Walker.
CBC opened their playbook, however,
The Jr. Bills shut down the Cadets for
and quickly answered the SLUH score. most of the fourth quarter and the offense
Josiah Stanfield pounded in a score from closed the distance. At the 50-yard line the
14 yards out to give the Cadets a two-score Cadets took a gamble on fourth and inches.
lead.
see FOOTBALL, 7
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For the first twenty minutes of
the game the Jr. Bills probed
the Trinity defense with
through balls and crosses that
never really developed.
After a series of subs
and modifications in strategy
by coaches Martel and Clark,
the attacks became much
more organized. With thirteen
minutes left in the half one of
these attacks finally came to
fruition. Senior Ben Emnett
charged down the sideline and
sent a beautiful pass across to
Brian Bement, who kicked the
ball right out of the air into the
net.
Ben Emnett charges past a DeSmet defender
in SLUH’s 1-0 win last Friday.
The rest of the game was
Michael Kieswetter came off the bench and
played predominantly in Trinity’s half of the field with frequent attacks by added some much needed energy to SLUH’s
SLUH’s forwards. Late in the game senior attack.

Athletics fair advertises
sports to student body
by Nick Janson and Nate
reporter, core staff

L

Heagney

ast Monday featured the athletics department’s first Athletics Fair, created
to give students a chance to sign up or get
information on the athletic activities that
interested them.
The fair was the brainchild of Assistant
Athletic Director Tim Rittenhouse, who
got the idea after seeing the success of the
Activities Fair.
The purpose of the Athletics Fair was to
put all information and sign-ups for the various SLUH sports in one location, instead of
teams having individual meetings throughout
the year as they have done in the past.
Much like the Activities Fair, teams set
up tables in the Commons, where they could
give out information on their respective
teams or solicit sign-ups.
The athletics department is planning to
have another fair later this year, scheduled
for the week before spring sports begin in
February. The date will give both spring
and fall sports a chance to give information
to their potential players before practices
start, though all teams will be able to set up
a table.
Rittenhouse noted that the timing of this
year’s fair was less than ideal because some
of the teams had already held meetings.
As a result, Rittenhouse said there will

be some changes made to athletics fairs in
the future. Next year, the fair will most likely
take place the day immediately following the
Activities Fair. Students will also be able to
buy athletic passes at the fair in the future.
The Athletics Fair also drew a definitive line between clubs and sports. In years
past, club sports such as rugby and lacrosse
had booths at the Activities Fair. But Rittenhouse said it was important to recognize
the distinction between club sports and clubs.
Rittenhouse made it clear that if students
were not able to attend the fair, they would
still be able to try out for any sport they were
interested in.
For freshman Ian Gallaher, the fair was
a good chance to see what sports SLUH has
to offer.
“I thought it was great,” said Gallaher.
“It was really interesting to see what other
sports were saying.”
Wrestling coach Jon Ott also said he
thought the fair was a good idea and a good
outlet to promote wrestling, especially to
freshmen who may be unfamiliar with the
sport.
“Rarely do we get a wrestler who has
wrestled before (high school). So we really
have to advertise to freshman, and the Athletics Fair was a good way to do that,” Ott
said.

Intramurals will restart
next week with bashball
by Patrick O’Leary
web editor

D

espite its inactivity in the second half
of last year, the intramural program
is set to begin fresh next week.
According to Assistant Athletics Director Tim Rittenhouse, intramural bashball
starts next week in the Field House. The
events are scheduled as follows: sophomores
on Monday, Sept. 27 and, Thursday Sept. 30,
seniors on Tuesday, Sept. 28, and juniors on
Wednesday, Sept. 29. Freshmen will start
the following week on Oct. 4.
Rittenhouse hopes to add a couple of
new events this year, such as a paper-airplane
contest and a pool tournament in the spring.
Rittenhouse said that intramurals should
conclude by the beginning of May so the
House winners can be acknowledged at the
awards ceremonies in May.
Rittenhouse did acknowledge that intramurals did not go as well as he had hoped
last year.
Last year, only basketball, a couple

of trivia events, and most of bashball were
completed, while music trivia, basketball,
movie trivia, Guitar Hero, soccer, and the
Mental Meltdown were left out. Rittenhouse
attributed the lack of events partially to bad
weather in the fall, when rain disrupted the
bashball schedule and pushed other events
back. He also attributed the trail-off in the
spring to his being busy with spring sports.
“Scheduling this is always difficult
because we try and fit intramurals around
everything else, we don’t try to fit anything
else around intramurals,” said Rittenhouse.
“So the schedule is always tentative.”
To avoid some of last year’s problems,
Rittenhouse moved bashball to the Field
House in order to circumvent weather interruptions. Secondly, Rittenhouse said he
should have a general schedule finished soon.
Rittenhouse also hopes to broaden the
Intramural Task Force, a student organization which will help him plan and referee
events. He is also on the school calendar
committee so he can try to keep days open
for intramurals.
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Jr. Bills outswim rival CBC, fall to Lafayette UnderclassC
T
by ullin
reporter

ripp

T

he St. Louis U. High swimming team
(2-2) split meets against the last two
teams it faced, losing 112-74 at Lafayette
and topping Metro Catholic Conference
rival CBC, 123-62.
Although they suffered a loss to Lafayette, the Jr. Bills qualified a few new
swimmers for State events. Senior Michael
Hagerty qualified in the 50-yard freestyle
with a time of 22.95 and also helped two
relays qualify. The 200-medley relay of
freshman Luke Sloan, senior captain Steve
Hoerr, junior Amir Paschal, and Hagerty
qualified with a time of 1:45.54, and Hagerty,
Paschal, junior Sam Erlinger, and Sloan
qualified in the 400-free relay with a time
of 3:26.68.
“It was a good challenge and I think it
pushed our guys to swim hard. I also thought
it was great to be able to enter more swimmers in this meet,” said head coach Rachel
Grazcak. “We were able to put some new
techniques we worked on in practice to good
use, and I think we held our own against the
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Lancers.”
After the loss
against Lafayette,
the Jr. Bills bounced
back Monday with a
123-62 win against
CBC at Forest Park
Community College.
In this meet, they had
the advantage the
whole way and took
two of the top three
spots in almost every
race.
State qualifiers
at the meet included
junior diver Michael
Barry, who improved
his State score for
diving to a 253.75
Junior Sam Erlinger emerges for a breath of air.
(the State cut is 210)
and Hagerty, who
nitely had better stroke technique, and our
qualified in the 100-yard freestyle with a practice is starting to pay off,” said Graczak.
time of 50.45.
The team hosted Jackson last night,
“We had a lot of improved times in this and will compete at the DeSmet Invitational
meet. In addition to getting a win, we defi- tomorrow at the Rec-Plex.

XC shows depth as top runners get week off
SLUH finishes 7th
in two races
and 5th at Fox
by Greg Fister
reporter

T

hough St. Louis U. High’s top varsity
runners did not run this week, the rest
of the cross country team stepped up and
filled the running shoes of the top seven.
The busy week began when a group of
young runners were sent to Parkway Central
last Thursday to compete in the Parkway
Central Invitational. Freshmen John Esswein
led the sophomores and juniors through the
narrow, wooded course, staying in the top
20 of the race the entire time.
The rest of the team packed up the first
two miles and blazed on the third. Sophomore Tom Laughlin broke from the pack
and finished in 17:39, good for 24th, behind
Esswein’s 17:29 for 18th. Sophomores Joe
Archer and Matt Nicholson medaled as well,
and the team took 7th in the meet.
While part of the XC team competed
at Parkway Central, the third varsity team
raced twice in four days, braving the intense
hills of Sioux Passage Park and the heated
plains of Arnold Park and showing incredible
depth, determination, and some promising
new talent.
On Saturday morning, SLUH’s third
varsity, junior varsity and B/C runners arrived at the Paul Enke Invitational at Sioux
Passage Park in North County, some of them
seeing the park, and its legendary hills, for
the first time.
Many students at SLUH have probably
heard of the Manmaker, the immense hill that
starts the course at Sioux Passage Park. It is
a massive, grassy behemoth that stands as a
sort of rite of passage for SLUH XC runners,
and it is the first course most freshmen run
for an official 5K.
SLUH finished seventh overall in the
race with their third string. Despite the
absence of their fastest 14 runners, SLUH
revealed its impressive depth by placing next
to such incredible teams as Jefferson City.
Junior Jack Milford, who played soccer the last two years but switched to cross
country this year, came away with a thenpersonal best of 18:44, a 26th-place finish
overall, and the highest finish for any runner
from SLUH at the race.
Milford enjoys cross country because
there’s “no pressure of not making the team,
because it’s a no-cut sport. The atmosphere
is more laid back, or at least that was my
impression.”

“But as one rises through the ranks, it
gets a lot more intense, and then the pressure is on,” said Milford of his rise to XC
stardom. Milford’s situation is somewhat
similar to the situation senior Tim Rackers,
SLUH’s top varsity runner, found himself
in last year around this time. Milford stated
that assertions that he is the next Rackers
are “outrageous accusations. I do not think
(Rackers) can ever be replaced, but I’m trying my best to emulate him.”
Senior Riley Konzen and sophomore
Michael Dowd, who finished 46th and 49th,
respectively, were the next SLUH runners
to finish after Milford. All seven of SLUH’s
athletes finished in the top 85 of the varsity
race on Saturday.
Three days later, SLUH’s XC team raced
at perhaps the polar opposite of Saturday’s
course—the sunny, hot, and stubbornly flat
course at Arnold Park at the Ed White Fox
Warrior Invitational. Most of the team agreed
that race times were a bit slower due to the
heat, which peaked around 92 degrees on
Tuesday, and the fact that most of the team
had raced just three days prior at the most
physically demanding course on the schedule. The race was originally scheduled for
this Friday, Sept. 24, but due to a disagreement about the name of the invitational, it
was moved to Tuesday.
The course barely changes altitude at
all for its 3.1 miles, circling three times
through a sunny field, around a dog park,
through a shady grove, and around a wide
lake. Despite the heat, many runners gained
personal records.
SLUH placed fifth overall, with Milford
once again leading the SLUH pack. Milford
finished in 12th place with a personal best
time of 17:58, and junior Jimmy Griffard
and Konzen finished in 21st and 26th with
times of 18:24 and 18:32, respectively.
Milford’s success in this race has established him as a truly formidable force in the
SLUH cross country powerhouse.
Griffard, meanwhile, raced varsity in
Thursday’s Parkway Central Invitational
and did significantly better on Tuesday than
Thursday. Griffard asserted that the drastic
geographic differences between Thursday’s
and Tuesday’s races affected his, and many
others’, race performances.
“Terrain plays a big role in cross country, both mentally and physically. Mentally,
if you see a flat course, you think it will be
a PR course, and you’ll do really well, and
physically because I’m a flat-land kind of
guy,” said Griffard.
Griffard’s goal for this season is to obtain
a varsity letter, and to do so requires that he
runs a 5K in under 18:15. His current PR is

18:24.
“I’m thinking that with a month left in
the season, lots of hard work and dedication,
and praise to the wise and quick-footed Mr.
Gilmore, I can attain that goal,” said Griffard.
Head coach Joe Porter said that these
last two races, by virtue of the absence of
the top 14 SLUH runners, revealed just how
deep the SLUH XC team is.
“At Fox (Warrior Invitational on Tuesday) we came away with fifth place, just
barely behind Webster, which is a team that
qualifies out of our district,” said Porter. The
team’s depth means that many of SLUH’s
runners who are not on the top or second
seven could easily run varsity for many of
the other teams SLUH faces on any given
day.
“Races like Fox really give our third
seven an opportunity to shine and show they
are really quality runners, because otherwise
they just get left in the mud,” said Porter.
Running the third seven is also a look to the
future.
“The other reason we do these races is
to give these guys varsity experience so that
when we do rely on them in later years, we
are ready to step up with runners who do
have varsity experience—they didn’t just
dominate JV every time, they were able to
compete at the varsity level,” said Porter.
Next, the SLUH cross country team will
show off its top and second seven runners’
hard work and intense training at Palatine
High School in Palatine, Ill. on Saturday.

men sports
updates
Thursday, September 16

C Football (1-2)
SLUH 28, CBC 27
SLUH’s offense looked sharp in the first
half, leading 28-14, but it stalled after half
and CBC gained momentum but missed the
tying extra point.
—Robert Braddock

Friday, September 17

B Soccer (5-0)
SLUH 2, DeSmet 0
Sophomore Teddy Thorpe scored the first
goal off a Matt Steurer free kick, and freshman goalie Colin Joern made an excellent
save before Steurer volleyed in a corner kick
for the Bills’ fifth straight win.
—Justin Sinay
C Soccer (6-0)
SLUH 7, DeSmet 3
Freshmen Chris Berutti, Ed Howe, Chris
Klipfel, and Tim Murphy each scored a
goal in a solid victory for the Jr. Bills over
the Spartans.
—Connor Madden

Saturday, September 18

C Soccer (7-0)
SLUH 5, St. Dominic 0
Freshman Tony Abbacchi scored twice in
a convincing shutout for the undefeated Jr.
Bills. Freshmen Tony Doelleseld and Chris
Klipfel each added a goal as well.
—Connor Madden
B Soccer (6-0)
SLUH 4, St. Dominic 0
Sophomore Zach Hoffman scored the first
goal off a beautiful cross from sophomore
Mitchell Starrs and also scored the second,
and sophomore Brian Dugan netted two
goals in the second half.
—Justin Sinay
JV XC
1st place at Paul Enke Invitational
The SLUH JV squad clawed its way to a 7
point victory over second-place St. Dominic
up the famous Manmaker hill. Junior Nathan
Fox took 5th in 20:02, and five other runners
medaled in the top 25 of the race.
—Eric Mueth
B/C XC
1st place at Paul Enke Invitational
Freshman Sean McLaughlin led the B and
C Jr. Bill runners up and down the hills of
Sioux Passage finishing second overall. He
was closely followed by a hoard of other
freshmen including Michael Swan, Tom
Rubio and Peter Rackers, who all finished
in the top 10.
—Eric Mueth

Monday, September 19

Tuesday, September 20, cont.

JV XC
2nd place at Fox Warrior Invitational
High temperatures plagued times at Arnold
Park for SLUH, but they pulled away with a
solid second place behind Lindbergh. Senior
Eric Mueth led the Jr. Bills in 9th, and was
closely followed by senior Simon Clark and
juniors Joshua Zink-Duda, Sam Bufe and
George Carroll, who all placed in the top 15.
—Eric Mueth
B/C XC
1st place at Fox Warrior Invitational
The freshmen and sophomores dominated
the front of the race again, crushing the next
closest team by 47 points. Freshmen Michael
Swan, Peter Rackers and Tom Rubio finished
3rd, 4th, and 5th.
—Eric Mueth

JV Soccer (5-0-1)
SLUH 3, CBC 3
The JV soccer team tied its last two games
this week against CBC and DeSmet. Juniors
Joey Gasperoni, Logan Welge and Joey
Ferber contributed goals in the game against
CBC.
—Evan Becton
JV Football (0-4)
CBC 43, SLUH 21
The Jr. Bills trailed early, but they came back
with 21 in the second half. SLUH’s late surge
was led by Colin Barrett (85 rushing yards,
1 rush TD) and sophomore Jack Hovater (4
tackles and forced fumble).
—Drew Brunts

Tuesday, September 20

JV Soccer (5-0-2)
SLUH 1, DeSmet 1
Junior Joey Gasperoni scored the only goal
in a tight defensive struggle on both sides
of the ball. SLUH finished the tournament
with two ties.
—Evan Becton
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Muhammad is the founder of Positive
Alternatives for Youth Consultants, where
he serves as the chief gang consultant. The
organization uses youth intervention and
community organizing as a method to combat gang violence. He has been featured in
several documentaries on gangs.
Brunner, a Benedictine monk, is the
headmaster of St. Louis Priory School.
He has studied non-Christian religions
intensively and was a Muslim for 20 years
before converting back to Catholicism. He
teaches several courses in world religions
and morality at Priory.
Rosenbloom, the final member of the
panel, is an adjunct professor in the classics
department at Washington University in St.
Louis. He was the principal rabbi at Temple
Emanuel in West County for 42 years. He has
received degrees from colleges of various
faiths and has published numerous articles
and books about Judaism and faith.
The panel members touched on a variety
of issues. Common themes included the
perpetuation of stereotypes and inaccuracies by the media, the similarity between
Christianity and Islam, and the importance
of education in eliminating fear and hate.
(See inset for a brief sampling of what each
panelist talked about.)
After the panel members had given their
thoughts, the conversation was opened up
briefly to the floor. There was only enough
time for three audience questions. The questions and responses from the panel largely
focused on the role of young people in addressing issues like Islamophobia.
The discussion period was followed
by a brief speech from Vice Principal for
Mission Jim Linhares about the function of
the forum in a Jesuit school.
The night concluded with a presentation from Kimola Muhammad, a Muslim.
Muhammad presented what amounted to an
extended riff about faith and tolerance. He
concluded by offering a new interpretation
of SLUH: Surely Love will Unite Humanity.
Reaction to the forum among attendees
was mostly positive. Some reservations were
expressed about the structure of the panel

discussion, though most in attendance were
unaware that the panelists had deviated from
what was planned.
“I didn’t think that I would be able to
connect with a different religion, but it was
really enlightening to hear their views. I
thought it was really nice,” said Wanda Edwards, who heard about the event through
Kabir Muhammad.
“I thought that the panel showed the
common elements of our faiths even just by
being here, in addition to the thoughts they
shared,” said Mary Barber, a SLUH parent.
“Their presence spoke to the importance of
your commitment to helping the community
understand that we’re all brothers and sisters
under Abraham.”
“I definitely have a greater understanding of the issues. I definitely liked hearing
the perspective of a Muslim,” said senior
Will Moritz.
More than anything, the forum has
served as a catalyst for further conversation
on Islam and issues of diversity. Faculty
and students have been quick to pick up the
invitation and discuss issues of faith in class
and on their own.
“It’s a good place to start a dialogue.
School’s an ideal place and it should be
continued. It’s a real eye-opener for everyone
involved at different levels,” said Phil Poepsel, the husband of Visitation Academy’s
director for diversity.
Theology teacher Rob Garavaglia plans
to follow up the presentations in his classes
next week by inviting a Muslim student
to talk about her faith and experience as a
Muslim in the United States.
Clatto echoed the panelists, saying the
night’s main message was about education.
“Do the research, do the reading, talk
to people that are professionals in the topic,
and then you can make an informed decision. Don’t make a decision based off a TV
personality or because somebody writes a
blog. That doesn’t make them an authority,
and it doesn’t mean that they’re telling the
truth,” said Clatto.
—Sports Editor Michael Lumetta
contributed reporting.

Callon’s class chatted with Juliet
Schor, author of Born to Buy
by Joe
staff

Klein

Students in English teacher David Callon’s
senior class were treated to outside company
last Tuesday, as they participated in a video
conference over Skype with author Juliet
B. Schor.
Schor wrote Born to Buy: The Commercialized Child and the New Consumer
Culture, which Callon teaches in his senior
Practice of Expository Reading and Writing
class to examine the agenda of advertising
and marketing.
“I thought her book was very well researched,” said Callon, “and a rare example
of a very academic book made accessible to
the public regarding an issue that they need
to know more about.”
After completing the book, Callon
logged onto Schor’s website to send a thankyou note. While he was logged on, he asked
if she would be able to visit his class, either
in person or electronically.
“As a faculty member at a fellow Jesuit
institution, I wondered if she could visit us
over video conference,” said Callon, who
noted that Schor had recently become the
head of the Sociology department at Boston
College.
The presentation, which took place during an 80-minute block period on Tuesday,
ran for roughly an hour, most of which was
occupied by a question and answer session.
Callon had all his students prepare three
questions to ask Schor.

“They were very courageous, got right
up, asked very good questions, and were
very polite,” said Callon, who was glad
that reading Schor’s book allowed them to
contemplate ways they have been shaped by
consumerism.
Although Callon said that his students
complained about the length of the book,
he was impressed with their engagement in
the discussion, noting the high caliber of the
discussion and the complicated material that
it covered.
“We had a college class that day, and
we had a college professor leading it,” said
Callon.
This is the first time Callon has ever
had an author speak to one of his classes,
and he feels that it could open the door to
future participation with authors related to
current units of study.
“I plan to do this more at the end of
units,” said Callon. “It would be cool after
we wrote a paper, if we had a chance to ask
the writer some questions. They might not
be famous, but could be somebody that I
know.”
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The Panelists

Summaries of the comments
of the four panelists at the ACES Forum
Rev. Robert Tabscott
Tabscott’s ideas largely centered around
education. He argued that if we are to live in a
country that lives up to the values established
in its constitution, we must be educated on
our commonality. That means knowing black
history and white history, and understanding
the differences and similarities that make
that make us who we are.
“We are all from the same blood. All of
us,” said Tabscott.
Kabir Muhammad
Muhammad began by stressing the
commonality of Christianity and Islam,
suggesting that people make the distinctions
between them. At one point he described the
difference between the three monotheistic
religions as being as thin as a piece of paper.
But despite the strict defense of one’s own
faith, Muhammad argued that “it’s almost
as if humanity hasn’t heard any religion.”
Muhammad echoed Tabscott and the rest
of the panel in stressing the importance of
education, particularly among young people.
“Just about any change that has come
about in society is through young people,”
said Muhammad.
Fr. Michael Brunner
Brunner briefly recounted the course
of events that has led to such pervasive
hostility towards Muslims in recent years,
starting with the 9/11 World Trade Center
attacks. He argued that the root of hostility
is fundamental ignorance. Most Americans
simply do not know truths about Islam. He,
as the other panelists did, blamed many of
the misperceptions on the media.
“Our democracy is in peril. That fear
and sensationalism will lead us to destruction,” said Brunner of the media’s perceived
decline. He also noted people around the
world have begun viewing religion as a
problem-causing liability. He believes the
answer to today’s problems are the opposite
of this sentiment.
Rabbi Joseph Rosenbloom
Like Muhammad, Rosenbloom began
his remarks by talking about the common
history of the three monotheistic faiths. All
three religions, he said, start at Abraham and
have very similar moral guidelines.
“Why should we be at conflict? Because
each group sees itself as the chosen people,”
said Rosenbloom. He explained that real
problems arise when people use religion to
justify their own purposes.
Rosenbloom argued that the issues of
intolerance and misunderstanding surrounding Islam today will work themselves out
because in the end humanity will prevail
over strife as it has done in the past.

FOOTBALL
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The D-line stood their ground and the linebackers flew in to stuff the run.
McDonagh soon hit his touchdown
buddy Klug, who brought the Jr. Bills again
to within seven points.
CBC tried to respond, but senior linebacker John Brusati ripped the ball away
from the CBC running back and took the
ball in for what at the time was a game-tying
score, but was called back. McDonagh used
a fade again to Klug to tie the game at 35.
To the anguish of the SLUH faithful,
CBC got the last punch in the bout. SLUH
came close to sacking Demos several times,
but finally, a CBC receiver made a circus
catch at the 5-yard line, and Antonio Brown
ran in the winning score with almost no time
remaining.
“Our kids were competing. They were
playing hard. They made plays and got
themselves back in the game, and then to
have CBC take the last drive and score. That
was tough,” said Kornfeld.
The Jr. Bills tried their own version of
the Music City Miracle with 3.6 seconds left,
but a series of laterals only got the Jr. Bills
to around the 50-yard line before the Cadet
defense swarmed around the ball carriers.
SLUH’s statistics were once again impressive. McDonagh finished the game 20
for 40 for 339 yards, four touchdowns but
also two interceptions. Klug had six catches
for 84 yards and two touchdowns. Sansone
had ten catches for 59 yards. Hawkins had
47 yards on 13 carries but also two catches
for 50 yards.
Defensively, senior corner Edwin Young
led the team with nine solo tackles. Fellow
corner Stubbs racked up eight total tackles
with two interceptions. Finally, Brusati compiled nine total tackles to go with a forced
fumble and a fumble recovery.
Tonight’s game against Vianney is a
crossroads of sorts for 2-2 SLUH.
“Vianney’s going to come through here
and they’re hungry. They’re chomping at
the bit to get a win and we’re licking our
wounds from CBC,” said Kornfeld.
Last year, Vianney flung the football
around the yard with standout quarterback
Dalton Hewitt. Hewitt is gone now, however, and the Golden Griffins are winless
in the MCC so far this year. DeSmet and
Chaminade have pounded the Griffins the
last two weeks. The Vianney team this year
has become much more balanced offensively
than they had been in the past.
“We’ve had success against Vianney
throughout the years, and as I told our kids,
we have to come out with some hunger to
us and get after it and see if we can’t put
smiles back on our faces,” said Kornfeld.

Curious about journalism?
The Prep News can cure you
of that problem! Come up to
J220 and sign on for an article,
photo, or cartoon.

CONFUCIAN
(from 5)

A major aspect of the program is using
SLUH’s long history of teaching Chinese as
an example for other area schools. SLUH
first established its Chinese program on an
experimental basis in 1968, and expanded
it to the current four-year curriculum when
Tai arrived in 1987. An exchange program
with Nanjing Foreign Language School
was formed in 1997 and expanded in 2007.
Demand for the language is climbing; the
freshman Chinese class has 31 students.
For over 40 years, SLUH was the only
high school in St. Louis to offer Chinese. As
China’s importance in the world economy
continues to grow, however, an increasing
number of high schools in the area are establishing Chinese programs.
“Last year alone I had seven schools

visiting class and talking with me about...
how they should start programs,” said Tai.
With new resources in the Confucius
Classroom, SLUH hopes to maintain its
leading role in Chinese instruction in St.
Louis.
“We should use our long history, long
establishment so we can serve as a model
for the area schools,” said Tai. “We can have
a teachers’ conference to share experience;
we can have workshops for improving our
teaching, classroom management, and so
on.”
“Something like a Confucius classroom
seems to be a natural progression of the history that we’ve had in promoting Chinese
language and culture,” said Principal John
Moran.
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a better understanding of his Catholic faith. I sometimes
wonder what my life would be like had I decided to go to
Parkway West rather than SLUH.
I certainly would not experience my Catholic faith as
richly as I do. Our faith is ingrained in our schooldays at
SLUH, and that integration, I find, often keeps me on track
spiritually. I have also benefited tremendously from faithbased opportunities like Kairos and Mission: Mexico. And
I’m not sure that I would find guys with the same strong
character anywhere else, and I would miss not having friends
of that caliber.
But, the forum reminded me, my friends at Parkway
West would reflect the community around me. I would know
more Protestants, Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, and
atheists, and I would be friends with some of them. Having
that experiential rather than intellectual knowledge, I could
empathize more quickly with the issues facing the Muslim
community as a whole at this time.
But, at SLUH, we have made the choice to know our
own tradition better, and therefore our community includes

little or no perspective from many groups. Most prominently,
no girls go to SLUH, so we meet girls primarily in a social
setting. In a work setting, we would see their perspective
more frequently and where we would have the chance to
appreciate it regularly and in depth. We currently rely on
our female teachers for a woman’s perspective. Each of
the religious denominations listed above has few, if any,
students in the school at a time. And, as Mr. Clatto pointed
out in the beginning of the year class meetings, students of
color do not always know that SLUH is an option, so they
are sometimes underrepresented.
The choice to study at a school that focuses on Catholicism opens us up to great opportunities for growth.
We go on retreats, we pray every day, we celebrate Mass
as a community, and we serve those in our community.
SLUH surrounds us in an atmosphere of Catholic action
and thought that reinforces and enhances what we learned
as children. Ultimately, it produces men for others who are
open to growth, intellectually competent, religious, loving,
and committed to justice. We are privileged to develop as
men and as Christians in this community, and we should

Murray finalist in photo contest

by Jack Godar
and Justin Dussold
reporters

pictures that received the most
votes on Facebook and Twitter.
Murray received the most votes
enior Joe Murray was a
from fans thanks to SLUH
finalist in an online photo
students’ support and extensive
contest that ended last Tuesnetworking for more votes on
day. Murray submitted a picFacebook.
ture entitled “Land of Eternal
“In past contests I didn’t
Youth” with his iPhone at the
do this well. I’ve gotten a lot
Galleria in Houston, Tex.,
of help from people at SLUH
while he was visiting colleges
and from people I don’t know,”
on vacation this summer. The
Murray said of winning the
picture captures the light as
fan vote.
it enters through a beautiful,
However, Murray did not
arching, sky window and illuwin the grand prize, which was
minates the inside of the mall.
chosen by the site’s contest
“I just saw it and took a
judges. Murray will win a CD
few photos of it,” Murray said.
pack from Passion Pit for his
He subsequently uploaded it to
picture being one of the top five
Hipstamatic, a popular photomost popular photos.
“Land of Eternal Youth”
viewing site that was hosting
“Well, yeah, I’m disapa photo contest with a “dreamland” theme. The winner pointed, but I’m not depressed,” Murray said of not winning.
would be flown to Los Angeles to photograph the Passion “I was confused, because I don’t know why I didn’t win.”
Pit concert at the Staples Center.
The site judges chose the photo that was in 12th place
The contest’s winner was chosen from a group of after fan voting.
PHOTO BY JOE MURRAY
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SLUHlard
Market

Forecast printed with permission of the National Weather
Service.
St. Louis, MO Weather Service
Office
Phone: 636-441-8467
Compiled by Nick Fandos and
Conor Gearin

The St. Louis U. High Mothers’ Club will be hosting their 83rd
annual SLUHlard Market and Card
Party Sunday, Oct. 10, from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Tickets for the event cost
$8.50 per person or $34 for a table
of four.
Activities at the Card Party will
include card games, lunch, shopping, Billiken Raffle, Pot O’Gold,
and a popsicle game. There will also
be a quilt raffle, with raffle tickets
costing $1 each, or 6 tickets for $5.
To buy raffle tickets, contact
Karen Gibbons at 314-973-4770 or
at gibbonsstl@charter.net. To place
reservations for the event, contact
Terri Boehm at 314-416-1785 or at
tabcline@seclsite.com.
For more information, contact
Laurie Busch or Patsy Goessling,
2010 SLUHlard Market Chairs,
at 314-531-0330, ext. 2107, or at
moms@sluh.org.

MAD MEN

quote
of the week

“Born in 1898 in a barn,
she died on the 37th floor
of a skyscraper. She’s an
astronaut.”
-Bertram Cooper
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be grateful for the opportunity.
But we should also recognize that the perspectives of
people different from us are valuable for us too. As human
beings, we should care about the things all of us have in
common and empathize with the struggle of other religious
people to find truth. As Christians, we are called to love all
of our neighbors, and to love them, we must know them
first. We are first and foremost a Catholic institution, but
advancing diversity, institutionally and personally, belongs
alongside to advancing our own culture. When we begin
to understand the cultures of others, we’ll come closer to
reaching our own goal of achieving God’s love on earth.
When we embrace others, we complete ourselves.

Schedule R

Today

CSP Food Drive
AP
Junior Class Mass
College Reps:
		
Purdue University (M115)
Snack—Beef Taquitos
5pm
ACES Middle School Night
6pm
Reunions—Classes of ‘60 and ‘95
7pm
Football vs. Vianney
Lunch Special—Brunch for Lunch
Healthy—BBQ Burger

Saturday, September 25

10am
3pm

Cross Country @ Palatine Invite
Swimming @ DeSmet

Sunday, September 26
11am

KEEN

Monday, September 27
AP

Schedule R

Senior Class Mtg.
College Reps:
		
Boston College (M112)
		
Lehigh University (M114)
		
Ohio University (M116)
Intramurals:
Sophomore Bashball
Dunn vs. Regis, Backer vs. Xavier
Snack—Cookies
4pm
B Soccer vs. Duchense
C Soccer vs. Duchense
5:30pm JV Football vs. Vianney
6pm
Lunch

Soccer vs. Duschense
Special—Lil’ Charlie’s Pizza
Healthy—Baked Lemon Pepper Tilapa

Tuesday, September 28

Schedule R

AP

Rosary
College Visits:
Bradley University (M108)
Colgate University (M112)
Iona University (M115)
Truman State University (M114)
William Jewell College (M116)
Intramurals:
Sophomore Bashball
Dunn vs. Regis, Backer vs. Xavier
Snack–Pepperoni Sticks

4pm
Lunch

Swimming @ MICDS
Special—Chicken Strips
Healthy—Roasted Turkey

Wednesday, September 29
AP

4pm
Lunch

Schedule R

Freshmen English Tutorial
Sophomore Class Mass
College Visits:
Christian Brothers University (M112)
Elmira College (M116)
Villanova University (M114)
Intramurals:
Sophomore Bashball
Dunn vs. Regis, Backer vs. Xavier
Snack– French Toast Sticks
JV Soccer vs. CBC
Special—Meatball Sandwich
Healthy—Baked Chicken Quarter

Thursday, September 30

Schedule R

Friday, October 1

No Classes

AP
11am
4pm
4:15pm
4:30pm
7:30pm

Freshmen Advisement Tutorial
Ignatian Mix-It-Up Lunch
Swimming @ FZW
C Soccer @ CBC
C Football vs. Chaminade
Dauphin Players’ Production

4pm
Cross Country @Jorgensen Memorial
6pm
Reunions—Classes of ‘50 and ‘85
7pm
Football @ Chaminade
7:30pm	Dauphin Players’ Production

