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School mostly healthy
when it comes to diversity
Survey points
out several areas
for focus
by Nick Fandos
editor in chief

T
Taking the field SLUH fans storm the field after sophomore Joey Rund’s penalty kick
clinched a 3-2 victory over No. 25 Rockhurst in the quarterfinal of the Gateway City Classic.

The thrill of victory
Soccer knocks
off two nationally
ranked teams

by Patrick Hart, Mike
Lumetta, and Eric Mueth

W

ith two monumental victories over the weekend,
the St. Louis U. High soccer
team improved its record to 143, moved to No. 29 in the nation
according to ESPN Rise, and
captured the title in the Gateway
City Classic.
On a cool night last Thursday
the Jr. Bills squared off against No.
25 Rockhurst Hawklets. Up until a
few days prior the Hawklets were
not only undefeated, but they had
not given up a single goal.
For the 80 minutes of regulation time, the Bills controlled the
field with impressive speed and
passing. After Rockhurst scored
first, senior Ben Emnett equalized
with a great breakaway goal after
receiving a chip pass from junior
defender Paul Buehler.
Junior Ryan Merrifield had
one of his best nights of the season,
notching a breakaway goal to take
the lead. The goalie came out to
stop his attack, and Merrifield
placed a shot around him.
Rockhurst scored an equalizer
with six minutes left in the game.
The Bills were unable to score again
by the end of regulation. According to tournament rules, the game
went straight into penalty kicks,
with Rockhurst shooting first. In a
great show of support, the student
section switched sides of the fields
in order to be closer to the action
at the far goal.
In the first four Rockhurst

shots, senior goalie Andrew Evola
was inches away from making the
game-ending save. He dove the
right way but couldn’t seem to get
his fingers on the ball. Fortunately
SLUH’s shooters were burying
their shots time after time. Finally
with the score in PKs tied at 8-8,
the Rockhurst shooter missed the
net high.
Sophomore phenom defender
Joe Rund stepped up to the ball for
the potential winner. As he stepped
back into his wind up, the whole
night went quiet. He struck the ball
and sent it to the right side of the
goal. The goalie dove, but not far
enough. The student section and
team charged the field to celebrate.
The Bills had beaten the nationally
ranked opponent with a final score
of 3-2 (9-8 in penalty kicks).
The Jr. Bills came in favored in
Friday’s semifinal against Quincy,
and their early play showed why.
SLUH controlled possession and
won most 50-50 balls, and the
defense limited Quincy to just a
few chances.
In the 22nd minute, SLUH’s
possession finally paid off when
senior forward Brian Bement slid
the ball into the net for the opening
score on a left-footer from the top
of the box.
In the second half, SLUH settled in more. They still dominated
in midfield, but they mounted fewer
attacks. Defensively, Evola and the
backs shut down Quincy’s pushes
toward goal, and senior back Rob
Carr’s penalty locked up the win.
The Jr. Bills then headed
to the championship to face the
back-to-back defending champ of
the tournament and the defending
ESPN Rise national champion, St.
Thomas Aquinas from Overland
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Park, Kan. Aquinas entered the
game ranked No. 19 according to
ESPN Rise.
SLUH entered the game with
a pretty good game plan based on
an accurate scouting report from
assistant coach Charlie Clark that
said Aquinas thrives off of restarts
and set pieces.

see SOCCER, 4
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he results of the AIM Climate Survey taken last year
to measure where St. Louis U.
High stands on a variety of different diversity issues were presented to faculty at an in-service
day last Friday. The results
pointed to parent involvement
in diversity efforts, sexual orientation, and preferential treatment for athletes as three areas
of focus for the SLUH community. The vast majority of survey
questions, almost 75 percent, resulted in healthy scores, though.
Former Assistant Principal
Diversity for Robert Evans commissioned the survey last year to
gauge where the school stands on
various diversity issues. The National Association of Independent

Schools (NAIS) and the Diversity
Council sponsored the survey. In a
phone interview this week, Evans
said that the survey was meant
to lay the groundwork for future
strategic planning in the area of
diversity and inclusiveness.
“I wanted to make an informed
decision based on data and not
anecdotes that I may have picked
up in my time at the school,” said
Evans.
Despite Evans’ departure in
June, the survey and the issues it
identified will still be used in much
the same way he expected. Evans’
replacement, Assistant Principal
for Diversity Chip Clatto will lead
an effort to develop and implement
policy to address issues raised in
the survey.
Principal John Moran noted
that the survey has also served as a
nice resource for Clatto’s transition
into the diversity role, offering a
clear picture of where the school
stands on diversity issues.
The survey was available online last January to SLUH students,

International SciFest to come to
Science Center this weekend
by Joe Klein
core staff

see AIM, 7
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T

he St. Louis Science
Center, St. Louis U.
High’s neighbor on Oakland
Ave., will host SciFest, an
internationally known science festival, from Tuesday,
Oct. 12 to Sunday, Oct. 17.
The convention will draw
experts from all across the
country to St. Louis as they
present seminars, workshops, and interactive exhibits in an effort to engage the
public about their respective
areas of expertise.
According to Science
Center Director of Communications Beth McClure, SciFest’s
goal is “to educate in a fun and
interesting way, so that anyone can
understand and enjoy science.”
Last year’s attendance for
SciFest was estimated at approximately 20,000, and similar
numbers are expected for this year,
though McClure emphasized that
the high influx of traffic expected
for SciFest will not overflow the
joint parking lot between SLUH
and the Science Center.
“The gentleman in charge of

The St. Louis Science Center will play host to the International SciFest.

the parking lot worked closely with
the SLUH staff to ensure that there
wouldn’t be any disruptions,” said
McClure.
Furthermore, morning and
afternoon activities—during the
peak time of parking lot usage
for SLUH—were designed as
programs solely for school groups
arriving in buses, and the footprint
left in the parking lot will be minimal. Regular traffic at the Science
Center will not be impeded either,
as SciFest will occupy a majority
of reserved special event space and

place a few activity kiosks around
the museum.
SciFest takes its roots from a
series of similar British festivals
hosted in the town of Cheltenham,
United Kingdom. The organization
that hosted those festivals was
looking for North American cities
in which further festivals could be
held, and St. Louis won the rights
to duplicate the Cheltenham model.
The festival has been held at the
Science Center for the past two
years.

see SCIFEST, 7
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Clatto organizes SLUH student recruiting ambassadors
by Drew Dziedzic
core staff

I

n order to attract students
from a more diverse population to St. Louis U. High, Assistant Principal for Diversity Chip
Clatto has organized a group of
students to be recruiting ambassadors for the school. The ambassadors will go along with
Clatto when he makes presentations at various schools and organizations around St. Louis.
“A lot of times, when you are
young, you have a tendency to
listen to your peers more than you
would adults,” said Clatto. “So
that’s kind of what we are looking
at: for our young men to be able
to speak to the younger kids more
effectively.”
When at the schools, the ambassadors will provide a perspective on the life of a SLUH student,
covering everything from academ-

ics to student life to co-curricular
activities.
“During my presentation, like
when I get to the part about student
life or academics, they’ll be talking about their experiences,” said
Clatto. “(The ambassadors will
be) talking about preparing for AP
classes, preparing for the ACT, the
importance of taking standardized
tests seriously so that they can get
scholarships, and taking care of
their grades.”
According to Clatto, the
recruiting ambassadors will visit
Gateway Middle School, Long
Middle School, Busch AAA Middle School, Carr Lane Visual and
Performing Arts Middle School,
and Compton Drew Investigative
Learning Center.
Besides those schools, Clatto
also hopes to have the ambassadors
give presentations, possibly after
school, at Mathews-Dickey Boys’

and Girls’ Club and Herbert Hoover
Boys & Girls Club. Clatto is hoping to attract students from the city
who do not come from parochial
schools.
Currently SLUH has one
sophomore who attended Compton
Drew. None of the other schools
have sent students to SLUH in the
past four years.
There are seven ambassadors
now. Some of the current ambassadors are seniors David Dang, Raymond Foronda, and Mike Lumetta
and juniors Nate Heagney and
Nathan Rubbelke. Clatto intends to
stick with upperclassmen. If Clatto
were to have underclassmen be
recruiting ambassadors, it would be
only under certain circumstances.
“If I take a freshman, it would
obviously be after school, and it
might be to Herbert Hoover or
Mathews-Dickey to explain to the
kids ‘Ok, I am a freshman. This is

what you need to prepare yourself
moving from middle school to high
school. These are some of the challenges you are going to face, and
what you need to be ready for,’”
said Clatto.
Many of the recruiting ambassadors come from the same
backgrounds that Clatto is hoping
to attract.
“I live in the city, and only one
other student came to SLUH with
me after graduating eighth grade
year,” said senior David Dang,
who attended St. Louis Charter
School. “Now, I know a lot of guys
who would love it here. I feel like
they missed out on the benefits of
SLUH.”
That, essentially, is Clatto’s
reason for forming the recruiting
ambassadors.
“The main thing is to get out
the word to the broader St. Louis
community (about) who we are,

Guest speakers to be regular ACES feature
Speakers will engage
the club on diversity
challenges, issues
by Zach
staff

T

Rauschenbach

he Association for Cultural Enrichment at SLUH
(ACES) hosted two guest speakers from the non-profit organization Positive Alternatives for
Youth last Thursday. The speakers, Kabir Muhammad and Kimola Muhammad, will be working with ACES throughout the
year, engaging the club members
in a dialogue about the benefits
and challenges presented in diversity. Twenty-two ACES members attended the event.
Last week’s event was the first
of many classes on diversity which
the two speakers will be leading
for ACES. This first meeting was
meant to give the students an
overview of the workshop classes
they will present to the members

throughout the year.
The students were given the
opportunity to challenge their
own preconceived notions about
diversity in a survey given to each
attendee. The questions on the survey dealt with subjects the group
will be discussing throughout the
year, such as race, socioeconomic
differences, gang violence, and
political policies in the context of
diversity. Students took the survey
and then went through each question discussing their answers.
“We are working towards
understanding different cultures
and different people in an effort to
learn about ways to help everyone
succeed,” said ACES club moderator and Assistant Principal for
Diversity Chip Clatto.
Clatto also said that the club
will try to address certain issues
surrounding diversity such as identifying diversity, figuring out why
diversity is present, and diversity
in the context of the United States.
“We do live in a pluralistic

society, and we have to understand
that we each come with our own
challenges,” said Clatto.
ACES club members were
challenged to confront some of
their own biases when on certain
issues in the first class.
Senior ACES member Mahdi
Grady said, “I sort of realized that
I stereotyped people. Those stereotypes permeate through my mind
even if I try to avoid them.”
Junior ACES member Jordan
Hopkins said, “(The speakers)
showed everyone is affected by
poverty, not just certain racial
groups.”
The two speakers will continue their diversity workshops
for ACES with five more meetings
this semester. Then, meetings will
resume second semester with four
more before the end of the year. The
next meeting will be next Friday
when Kabir Muhammad and Kimola Muhammad will present the
opening workshop to freshmen
ACES members.

NHS revamps tutoring program
NHS members will be
on hand in room 215C
on Monday, Thursday
by John Webb
reporter

S

t. Louis U. High’s National
Honor Society has begun
holding open sessions for tutoring. Anyone is welcome to attend and help is available in every subject.
The sessions are being held
every Monday after school from
3 to 4 p.m. and Thursday during
Activity Period in room 215C. No
commitment is needed for students
to attend the sessions, and about 10
NHS members will be on hand to
offer assistance at each session.
“I think it’s helpful for kids
who don’t necessarily need regular
tutoring. It’s a session they can just
walk in to,” said NHS moderator
Kathleen Chott.
“It’s basically more freeflowing than individual tutoring,”
said NHS treasurer senior Kevin
Buettner.
The sessions are a unique
opportunity considering that the

students can get help from a variety
of views.
“Juniors and seniors might be
able to offer a different perspective
on the topics that they’re struggling
with,” said Chott.
“It helps people get the concepts better. (They can) hear it
from more than one person,” said
Buettner.
One of the reasons the program
was started was to reemphasize
tutoring at SLUH.
“I talked to (English teacher
James) Raterman and one of the
things he stressed was that tutoring
in past years has been lackluster,”
said NHS president John Sachs.
Even if the students don’t need
help in a particular subject, 215C
will serve as a peaceful place to
study and work together on homework.
“Kids can come in if
they need help or even if they
don’t to just get work done
in a quiet place,” said Sachs.
Sachs got the idea from a
similar program he had developed
in middle school and used it as a
basis for pioneering the program
at SLUH.
“We talked about (the idea) in

a meeting over the summer and the
other officers liked it,” said Sachs.
Although the sessions are open
to anyone, Sachs primarily wants
to market it to underclassmen.
“They’re the ones who would
have more of a need because they’re
not used to the SLUH curriculum,”
said Sachs.
NHS held its first session Monday after school. Although only
one student came in for homework
help, Sachs and Buettner expect attendance to grow as more students
find out about the program—particularly with the Activity Period
session.
The program has started close
to first quarter exams, but NHS
plans to continue the program
into the second quarter and will
reevaluate the program at the end
of the first semester.

Calculus Quote
of the Week

O n R olle ’ s T heorem :
“Could there be more
than one c? There could
be seven! The seven c’s...”
		—Mr. Steingruby

what we stand for, what are the
expectations, what does ‘Men for
Others’ mean, (and) what does
the Jesuit mission stand for,” said
Clatto.
And the ambassadors have
echoed Clatto, saying it is their
responsibility to spread SLUH’s
name.
“I think there are a lot more
kids in the St. Louis area who have
yet to experience or yet to learn
what SLUH is all about,” said
Dang. “So reaching out to them I
think would not only benefit us but
them as well.”
While Clatto’s ultimate goal
is to have the students who meet
the ambassadors come to SLUH,
he has a broader mission.
“If the kids don’t apply to
SLUH, we at least want to get
them thinking how important it
is for them to take their education
seriously,” said Clatto.
PHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO

Jazz and Diversity

Social studies teacher Anne Marie Lodholz
presents on jazz as a part of last school year’s Diversity Series, discontinued this year.

Diversity Series
comes to a close
by Nate Heagney
core staff

B

efore he left to become
principal at Christ the King
Jesuit High School last year, former assistant principal Rob Evans said that last year’s inaugural
Diversity Series, which focused
on jazz, “could not have been
more successful.” However, with
Evans’ departure, the series appears to have fallen by the wayside, over after one year.
“We’re going in a different
direction,” said current Assistant
Principal for Diversity Chip Clatto.
The series began with an
all-school assembly where Washington University professor Dr.
Gerald Early delivered a keynote
address on jazz and diversity, followed by several other presentations throughout the year given by
faculty members or Evans himself
on topics ranging from jazz and
hip-hop to women in jazz.
Principal John Moran said
that while he enjoyed the Diversity
Series last year, he left it up to
Clatto and the Diversity Council, a
group of faculty picked to work on
diversity issues around the school,
to decide the school’s plans for
diversity events.
“With (Clatto’s) job description, there isn’t a set of ‘these
things must happen.’ If something’s
going to carry on from one year to
another, it’s not only Mr. Clatto’s
responsibility so much as it is what
the Diversity Council wants to do,”

said Moran.
Clatto said that he and the
council have several other plans
in mind when it comes to diversity
at SLUH. John Lan Tran, S.J., and
Clatto are currently working on
an all-school diversity Mass. Another forum, similar to the one on
Muslim-Christian relations several
weeks ago, is being planned for
the second semester. Clatto is also
currently working with several area
independent schools to collaborate
on diversity-related issues.
These projects will consume
much of the focus of Clatto and the
school’s diversity council, leaving
little room for a Diversity Series.
However, Clatto did say that the
idea of a discussion centered on
St. Louis history—the proposed
theme of this year’s Diversity
Series—was attractive to him.
“St. Louis history does pique
my interest,” said Clatto, citing
his years as a teacher of St. Louis
architecture and history at previous
schools.
Moran said that he would
be looking forward to whatever
diversity-related activities Clatto
and the council settled on, diversity
series or not.
“The greatest part about working in schools is that there are
always fresh new ideas when it
comes to speakers or assemblies,”
said Moran, adding, “While there
are tried and trues at the school …
there are also lots of new things
that come out. I’d be interested to
see what is their next endeavor.”
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Editorial
It’s time for SLUH to rethink service

“So you say you love the poor. Name
them.”
Any mildly observant SLUH student
who has walked past the CSP bulletin board
across from the cafeteria will recognize these
words.
Chances are, most students don’t give
the message much thought. But who can
blame us? From 7:50 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
every weekday it’s a struggle just to avoid
being trampled in the hallways. We study
and we study and we study some more, and
then we go to practice or youth group or to
our various other activities. Quite simply,
we’re busy—you would be hard-pressed to
find a student, parent, or teacher to tell you
otherwise.
Amid the daily scramble, it becomes
easy to forget about or miss those words.
Why worry about the poor when I’ve got a
geometry test next period and a soccer game
tonight? So we find time to sneak service in
when we can, maybe during the summer,
maybe outside of school. There are certainly
exceptions to this, namely a dedicated core
of participants in weekly CSP or unaffiliated
service programs, but by and large, service is

pushed to the margins. It is only to be done
when there is time.
But service is too important for us to
relegate to “when there’s time.” When we
perform service, we accomplish not just a
small logistic goal, but also a larger spiritual
goal as well. At its best, service connects us
to other human beings whom we would not
otherwise know. That connection is what the
CSP bulletin board challenges us to do—to
be with and love the poor, rather than to
spout trite slogans and bring in a can of food
every few months.
When we commit our presence as well
as our time or money to the poor, we begin to
build a real community of the kind demanded
by the Body of Christ, a community that
includes all people. Though admirable and
necessary, loving our families and friends
is usually not too difficult, as we see those
people regularly. The challenge, though, is
to extend our love to people whom we do
not know. They need our love just as much
or more than those we encounter on a daily
basis. And in extending that love, we complete our own selves as human beings as
well.

Notebook

Last week, the Prep News laid out the
service programs of several different Jesuit
schools around the country. Many had some
version of mandatory service, but many also
built time into the school year to do that
service. At Creighton Prep in Omaha, Neb.,
ten sophomores and one faculty member are
excused from classes to work at a homeless
shelter each Friday, and then the sophomores
write a reflection paper for their theology
classes. At St. Peter’s Prep in Jersey City,
N.J., the sophomore retreat is a day of service, completing several service hours for
the students. In other words, there are ways
to introduce mandatory service by carrying
out significant parts of the daily routine, not
by adding more to an already heavy load.
Revising the community service program is no small task. It would require the
cooperation of the whole school—CSP,
faculty and administration, and students.
Taking into account the mission of the
school, we, at the very least, ought to look
into the possibilities that other schools have
implemented. We owe it to ourselves and
more importantly, we owe it to the poor.

Letter to the Editors

You get what you tolerate

To the editors:

“You get what you tolerate.” I overheard this
line in the office recently, and it has stuck to
me like a cobweb. What, I’ve been wondering, am I tolerating in my life that I should
be actively and constructively resisting in
order to better this world?
On October 20th, the State of Missouri,
our state, will kill Roderick Nunley in the
name of Justice. As the arguments often go,
he has forfeited his right to life by his actions;
he must die so that we are safe; or, perhaps
more familiar, his execution will serve as a
warning to future monsters like him. Yes,
he kidnapped and killed a fifteen-year-old
girl. He might even deserve to die for his
crime. As of October 5th, few, if any, of the
835,000 Catholics in Missouri seem to mind
this scenario enough to speak out against his
execution, paid for with their own money,
even though the Catechism of the Catholic
Church states that the cases in which such
executions are acceptable are “very rare, if
not practically non-existent” (2267 emphasis
mine). We get what we tolerate.
In this same State, more than 8,000
unborn human beings will die so that others
might not have to accept a critical aspect of
human freedom: the responsibility to accept
the consequences of our actions and choices.
These children will join millions of others

Compiled by
Mike Lumetta
Best motivation
for me is ...
The highlight of
the season for
me so far is ...

as casualties of what Pope John Paul II has
called a Culture of Death in which we get
what we tolerate.
The U.N. reports that nearly 2,500 civilians were killed in Afghanistan in 2009,
more than 25% by NATO or Afghan forces.
In June of this year, four U.S. officers were
reprimanded for their role in covering up a
Predator drone strike that killed 23 civilians.
“Such is the nature of war,” our leaders tell
us, knowing full well what we’re accustomed
to tolerating with our tax dollars.
To be sure, these are different issues, all
complex. I certainly do not mean to imply
that a woman who undergoes an abortion
procedure or a military officer who makes a
difficult decision about a terrorist target is a
murderer like Roderick Nunley. But I want
no longer to tolerate killing of any kind in
my world, and I wish my life to be a record
of resistance, however meager, to these evils
and to foster a Culture of Life around me.
Being pro-life is hard. It means caring about Roderick Nunley when no one
else will. It means demanding protection
for an unborn child, yes, but it also means
understanding the reasons why millions of
women (and men) each year abort him or
her. It means thinking hard about how we
treat and talk about others, never diminishing
their full and glorious humanity with a word
like “bitch” or “fag” or “retard.” It means

paying attention to what we consume and
how workers are treated. It means challenging others lovingly when we hear them
discussing nefarious weekend plans in the
restroom or the locker room.
This is Respect Life month in the Archdiocese of St. Louis. And we’ve proclaimed
next week as a Week for Life at SLUH. As
the proud moderator of the SLUH Students
for Life, a vibrant group of passionate young
men for and with others, I’d like to invite the
broader SLUH community to pray and act
with us in defense of human life wherever
it is diminished or destroyed.
In your homerooms, please help us
support Our Lady’s Inn in providing shelter
and food to young women trying to respond
courageously to their pregnancies without
the vital assistance of boyfriends or parents.
Outside the lunch room, help us petition for
the members of Death Row against an unjust
system that still considers killing people
an effective lesson against killing people.
Help us encourage our politicians to support
legislation that truly favors the well-being of
mothers and unborn children. Help us, in
short, to make “Comedy” not just a topic for
English essays but a life-affirming “Yes!” we
utter in our every thought, word and action
here at school and for the rest of our lives.
				

Conversation Cube

Senior football defensive end and tight
end Joe Blume

“Lights out.”

Junior soccer
back Sam Steurer

Senior swimmer
Steve Hoerr

Senior runner
Adam Boehm

“I’d say probably losing in
the State final last year motivates me to try and make it
there again and win.”

“Watching Amir
dougie before every
meet.”

“Doing things that
people say we cannot
do. It’s the quote from
last year’s shirt.

“My two sacks to end the “Winning the game
against St. Thomas
half.” (against Parkway
Aquinas, and winning the
North and Chaminade)
tournament last weekend.”

Sport I don’t play “Soccer.”
that I would be
great at
Most fun/goofiest
part of practice

“On Thursdays, the
offense and defense
play the coaches.”

LeBron or Kobe?

“LeBron.”

Dr. David Callon

“Having Larry on
the team with me.”

“I’ve always wanted to
try ballroom dancing.
Ballroom dancing, for
sure.”
“The team who lost in a game “Emptying the water
we played had to stand on
cooler on helpless
the the goal line and we kick teammates.”
the ball at them ... It’s called
Butts Up.”
“Me. Or Mo
“LeBron, all
Oginni.”
the way.”
“I’d have to say
basketball.”

“The synergy
sword/giving
the synergy
speech.”
“I’ve heard wrestling, I’ve heard
rugby ... yeah.”
“Listening to
Porter.”

“Neither.”
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On the
road

by Conor Gearin
news editor

I left one of the many after-parties that
formed after the Nerinx Fall Ball last Saturday night at 1 a.m. sharp. I was somewhere
west of Kirkwood—maybe Ballwin—heading towards Dougherty Ferry Road, rolling
along at 30 miles per hour—the speed limit.
I saw Dougherty Ferry and blinkered to
the leftmost left turn lane. All was well in
Ballwin/Des Peres/Valley Park.
It was then that I noticed a car in the
middle of Dougherty Ferry going about 50
miles per hour begin to take a wide, yawning
right—far from the right turn lane provided
for it. There was a loud squawking of tires; the
car executed the turn maintaining its speed
and began sailing down my lane. I realized
stupidly that I was about to die. Alone, in
some godforsaken suburb.
At the next to last moment, I swerved
hard right and pushed on the brakes, and
the other car swerved away too. I came
to a stop ten yards from a yield sign. I sat
there, between lanes, confused. The other
car hadn’t stopped and I never saw it again.
Then I realized I was about to cause an accident if I didn’t move. I got back into the
turn lane.
As I puttered home, I resisted the traditional near-death-experience thoughts, but
then began to accept them—though trite, they
are true. Just two minutes before, I had said
goodbye to all the girls and the few remaining
guys at the party. That bright world could
have ended for me just moments later—the
narrowly-avoided accident had the potential
to cause serious injuries or worse. And what
would Sunday morning be like for everyone
who was at the party when they heard about
the awful accident the night before?
Then, as I traveled down the right lane on
Dougherty Ferry, I saw a huge deer, a buck,
towering on the side of the road, its fore-paws
poised on the shoulder as if deciding when
to run. It was then that I had my Yossarian
moment, when I saw that the entire world
was conspiring to destroy me. Hadn’t I just
been listening to something on NPR about
deer bolting across the road and smashing
through windshields? Although it might
have been on A Prairie Home Companion,
and it may have been fictional. Nonetheless,
I slowed down to improve my reaction time
in case the suicidal herbivore decided to go
for it.
The few near-death experiences I’ve had
tend to put me in touch with the absurdity of
life. Then something strange happens—unable to make sense of the incident, my mind
floats in nonsense humor. Monty Python
quips and Irish folk songs take the place of
rational thought as my mind repairs itself after the anxiety. But now, with a little distance
from the experience, I realize that though the
dangers were absurd, it was not absurd that I
survived them. I was not intoxicated in any
way, probably unlike the driver on Dougherty
Ferry, and I was driving the speed limit, so
I had time to react to whatever hazards the
road threw at me.
Mr. Kesterson exhorts us before every
weekend begins to make good decisions and
stay safe. On any given weekend, SLUH
students take enormous, though ordinary,
risks—risking not just their own lives but
everything attached to them—their family’s and friends’ lives and happiness, the
well-being of the SLUH community. The
consequences of our choices stretch far
beyond our own lives.
There were dozens of SLUH students
at Nerinx’s dance, and all of them took to
the roads to get there and back again. This
time I can fully appreciate that we all made
it back safe. Either we were all making
good decisions, or Providence was working
overtime. Most likely, a little of both.
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More than chance: inside SLUH football scheduling

by Nathan
core staff

T

Rubbelke

wenty-one wins and 8 losses
—that
is the combined record this season
for the St. Louis U. High varsity football
team’s first six opponents.
“I know this, there isn’t a tougher
schedule in St. Louis,” said head coach Gary
Kornfeld.
But this tough of a schedule did not
just fall upon the team by chance. There is a
process behind the creation of the schedule.
The SLUH football schedule consists of
10 games this year. Four of the games are nonconference games; four are Metro Catholic
Conference league (MCC) games, and the
last three games of the season are District
games, including an MCC contest against
DeSmet. District games and league games are
already set, and the non-conference games
must be scheduled by the athletic director.
The schedule is set on a two-year cycle.
Every even-numbered year in February, the
Missouri State High School Activities Association (MSHSAA) releases new District
assignments. Districts are set based on each
school’s class affiliation and geographical
location. This season and next, SLUH plays
Lindbergh, DeSmet, and Mehlville. Since
DeSmet is in SLUH’s district and conference, that opens up one more non-conference
game.
After the districts are announced, the
athletic department goes through three to
four days of pandemonium.
“Once districts are announced, all hell
breaks loose for a few days,” said Athletic
Director Dick Wehner.
According to Wehner, most schools
already know each other’s open dates and
the phones begin to clog up.
When Wehner goes to fill the schedule,
he looks at past games with schools and his

SOCCER

GRAPHIC BY PATRICK O’LEARY

For schools that are
unable to fill their open
2008
dates, there is a meeting
2009
held every spring at Lind2010
bergh High School. At
the meeting, schools are
able to enter their open
dates and find potential
matches to fill their
schedule. In past years,
when SLUH has been unable to fill an open spot,
they have had to travel,
Overall
sometimes out of state, to
play an opponent.
Said Wehner, “There are years we have
had to take bus trips to Taylorville, Illinois,
or Bloomington, Illinois, because we had to
travel because of an open date.”
When Wehner goes to fill the varsity
schedule, he is also filling out his JV and C
schedule.
“My major priority is if I schedule a
team on the varsity level, I am also going
to get a JV and C game,” said Wehner. “If I
am playing a team that can’t play us on the
freshman level, then I have to scramble to
find a game.”
That happened this season. Eureka’s C
team was unable to play SLUH, so Wehner
was forced to find Normandy, who had an
open date.
In the two-year cycle, the teams play
each other one game at home and one on the
road. But, according to Wehner, deciding the
location can get “dicey.”
“Some teams will say, ‘I’ll play you,
but I need an away game,’” Said Wehner.
This year SLUH plays four road game and
six home games. Next year, they will host
four games and play six road games.
“You want to get a balanced schedule,
five home and five away, and that’s how it
usually works,” added Wehner. “This year
it didn’t work out that way, I had to take

a home game with Eureka or we couldn’t
play them. We had to take a road game with
Webster or we couldn’t play them.”
Varsity head football coach Gary Kornfeld has little involvement in the scheduling
process. With the lack of time, it is tough for
Wehner to consult Kornfeld about possible
opponents.
“He can’t always come to me. He either
has to get (the games) or lose them,” said
Kornfield. “I tell him, you get the schedule.”
Kornfeld is able to see positives with
this year’s tough schedule though. He said,
“It shows you your strengths and weaknesses
real quick.”
His only fear with a tough schedule is
injuries. “The risk you take with a tough
schedule is getting banged up and losing
guys.”
He added, “If you can get through a
tough schedule injury-wise, you’re better
off because it makes you a better team.”
In the state of Missouri where only the
district games affect your playoff implications, having a tough non-district schedule
is not threatening. But Kornfeld still asks
one favor of Wehner come the next cycle.
“I’ll be bugging him to lighten it up a
little bit,” laughed Kornfeld.
For Wehner, building the schedule is
lots of work.
“For about a week, you are juggling a
lot of balls in the air. You are trying to get
your full complement of games (on all three
levels).”
Once the schedule is finalized, there are
still worries from Wehner.
“Sometimes, it’s really challenging. You
wonder about a quality of the opponent, the
competition week in and week out,” said
Wehner. “There are schools we have played
before where there is little to no fan interest.”
But when the games are played and the
results are in, Wehner feels satisfied with
the finished product.

nament.
“It was the best feeling ever,” said Bement. ”It was just a great feeling to know
that we knocked off a couple of nationallyranked powers.”
Martel said that the game was “one of
the greatest games that I have ever been a
part of since I have been here.” He added,
“(The players) did everything perfectly that
we asked them to do to win that game.”
“They told us exactly what we needed to

do, and we went out and did it. (The scouting
report) really helped,” said Evola.
“They’ve raised their level of play to a
certain level and it’s really high, and they
stayed there for the tournament,” said Martel, who believes there is no reason why the
team should lose another game with the way
they are playing.
The team next plays against Jefferson
City tomorrow.
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relationship with other ADs. This year’s nonconference schedule was formed through a
mix of history and relationships.
SLUH has played every Parkway school
in the past 20 years. “Coach Kornfeld likes
playing the Parkway schools,” said Wehner.
Webster Groves is a team that SLUH
has a rich history with. “We played them
every year until about 1990,” said Wehner.
Webster’s athletic director contacted Wehner
during the last cycle to schedule a game, but
the opening dates did not match up. However
they were able to schedule a game for the
next two seasons this past February.
“We play them in basketball and soccer,
and we’ve talked a number of years about
SLUH and Webster playing again,” noted
Wehner.
As with Webster Groves, SLUH has
played Ladue in past years. Both teams
had open dates the same week and so they
scheduled a game for the next two seasons.
Eureka is a new team on SLUH’s schedule. Both teams had an open date for this
Friday, and Eureka’s AD contacted Wehner.
Wehner said that it was an easy decision,
as he has a prior relationship with Eureka’s
athletic director.
“The AD at Eureka used to be the AD
at Ritenour. We played them a lot, so boom,
that works out well,” said Wehner.

(from 1)
minutes later Bement made an excellent back
“We told our guys to minimize the fouls heel to junior Tommy Behr, who was denied
and to play the ball deep to Brian Bement by the keeper.
to keep the ball out of our back third,” said
The momentum then began to shift
Martel. Keeping the ball out of the back to Aquinas and the Jr. Bills began to play
third limited the set
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT defensive ball.
pieces and scoring
But with just
opportunities.
over 12 minutes
The Jr. Bills held
remaining that
the Saints’ offense in
changed. A poor
check early, limiting
settle off of a punt
them to long-range
by an Aquinas player
chances. SLUH
was quickly stolen
countered with nuby Hoffman, who
merous quality opsent a quick pass to
portunities, but could
Behr. Behr then sent
not find the net. Gusty
a beautiful through
winds played a facball that just cleared
tor for both teams,
the defender, and
as towering crosses
landed right in front
hung up in the air for
of a streaking Merages.
rifield. The junior
“We just tried
forward controlled
our normal get the
the ball, shot, and
ball to the wing and
scored to put SLUH
cross it or play Beup 1-0 with 12:02
ment’s feet and do upremaining in the
backs, then send the
contest.
wingers forward,” seSLUH packed
nior Richie Hoffman
its defense in and
said of the offensive
tried to fend off the
Sophomore Joey Rund strikes the game-winning penalty quick, athletic and
game plan.
kick against Rockhurst.
Right around the
talented Saints. With
20-minute mark, though, things began to heat under eight to play, Aquinas sent a deep ball
up. After Bement nearly scored a goal off of to an open forward who reached the ball just
a lob pass from Buehler, Aquinas countered outside the box. Evola came out of the box
with a 3-on-2 opportunity. Evola made a and the shot ricocheted off of him, saving a
great save to keep the game scoreless.
goal.
Near the end of the first half, SLUH
“My goal this year has just been to be
started to get choppy, fouling the Saints right confident and aggressive on every play I have
and left, but Aquinas could not capitalize. to make,” said Evola. He added of the save,
The Jr. Bills escaped to half with the score “I just made sure I got my body in front of
0-0.
it.”
SLUH poured the pressure on in the
The Jr. Bills kept sending the ball out
second half and had chance after chance to and held on for the remaining time to win
score. With just under 30 minutes to play 1-0 and captured the Gateway City Classic
Buehler rifled a shot just high. About seven championship in their first year in the tour-

Conversation of the Week

See Rund run, run Rund run
by Daniel
reporter

Schmidt

I sat down with sophomore defender Joe
Rund to get his thoughts on hair, varsity
sports, and soccer’s chance for State.
DS: Per day, how many compliments do
you get on the flow?
JR: Typically four to five, but on special
occasions maybe six to seven.
DS: What was it like being a freshman on
two varsity teams?
JR: It was hard adjusting at first. But once I
got in the flow, thanks to some seniors taking me under their wing, it got a lot easier.
DS: Tell me about the game-winning PK
last week against Rockhurst.
JR: I was taking the ninth penalty kick.
Coach called me up to do it right before the
Rockhurst guy went. When he missed over
the cross bar, it took a lot of pressure off me.
All I wanted to do was put the game away
for my time.
DS: How’s the confidence coming off the
tourney win, and being ranked number
one in large schools by the Post?
JR: Really high. Coming off wins against
the defending national champs (St. Thomas

Aquinas), and beating the No. 1 team in the
region, we feel like we can win every game
from here on out.
DS: You got a lot of personal awards last
year (ESPN Rise’s list of top area players,
second team all-Metro and State). What
does that do to your mindset for the next
three years?
JR: It gives me a lot of confidence, but my
year isn’t a success unless we win State.
DS: Percentage-wise, what are the team’s
chances at State this year?
JR: 70 percent.
DS: Reasoning?
JR: Our D is strongly anchored, and we have
a lot of guys who’ve been getting the job
done. Brian Bement is scoring a lot, and
as long as that and everything else doesn’t
change, we can beat Rockhurst.
DS: Final question; Who’s got better
hair—you, or (fellow sophomore) Joe
Merrill?
JR: Tough question. I don’t know. I really
don’t think I can answer that.
DS: Fair enough. Neither could I.
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The agony of defeat: Jr. Bills lose heartbreaker on Lindbergh
by Ryan Dowd
reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High football team (3-3, 1-2 Metro
Catholic Conference) fell to the
Chaminade Red Devils Friday
night in another heart-wrenching
loss. As in their previous losses
this year, the Jr. Bills hung in
until the end, but mistakes and
rotten luck doomed them. Squaring up against the best running
back in the area, the Jr. Bill offense countered the Devils with
an impressive running game of
their own. But somehow, some
way, the Devils emerged with a
42-40 victory.
With his team down 35-28
with less than a minute left in the
third quarter, junior quarterback
Trevor McDonagh flicked a 6-yard
fade pass to junior wideout Stefan
Sansone. Sansone rose high above
the Chaminade cornerback and
hauled in the crucial touchdown.
But senior kicker Brian Silvestri,
who up to that point had been perfect so far this season, missed the
kick. The seemingly small mistake
would come back to haunt them.
Chaminade running back Rob
Standard displayed his breakaway
speed on Chaminade’s last play of
the third quarter. He found a seam
in the SLUH defense and galloped
84 yards down the field to separate
the two teams by a touchdown yet
again.
Head coach Gary Kornfeld
said, “There were times when we
had (Standard) stopped at the point
of attack, then he sees it, makes a
cut and makes somebody fall down,
and that’s what made Chaminade’s
running game go.”
After giving up 14 points in
each of the first three quarters, the
Jr. Bills held the Devils scoreless

in the last quarter.
“One key thing for us to play
better defensively is that we’ve got
to tackle better,” said Kornfeld.
With the time slipping away,
McDonagh and his cohorts showed
why their offense is one of the best
in the MCC. Stranded at midfield on
a third and 16, McDonagh dropped
back in the pocket, and McDonagh
let loose a rope to junior receiver
Mitch Klug, who caught the pass
for a 32-yard gain.
The dynamic zig zagging of
junior running back Terek Hawkins
carried SLUH to the goal line of
Chaminade. There, McDonagh
powered in behind senior center
Will Meiners to bring the score
to 42-40. The Jr. Bills needed the
two-point conversion to tie.
“We kinda throw when we
want and run when we want,”
said senior captain and left tackle
Charlie Brynac.
An unsportsmanlike conduct
call brought the Jr. Bills back
15 yards. On the try, McDonagh
checked the ball down to Hawkins,
who burst for the right pylon.
Chaminade middle linebacker
Brandon Minor got there first
however, and wrestled Hawkins
down a couple yards short of the
end zone.
Following the disappointment
of the previous drive, the SLUH
kickoff team executed a perfect
onside kick. Silvestri made up
for his earlier miss and chipped a
perfect bouncing ball straight ahead
into the first line of the Chaminade
wall. The Jr. Bills crashed into
the Devils’ front men and SLUH
recovered.
The Jr. Bills took over around
midfield and began to move the
ball again. McDonagh hit Klug yet
again this time on a slant to convert

Swimming cruises
to fifth straight triumph
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closer together,” said coach Rachel
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a crucial third and 7. Following runs
by Hawkins and a 12-yard pass to
junior receiver Cameron Stubbs,
the Jr. Bills had a first goal at the
Chaminade 6-yard line with 1:03
remaining. The SLUH crowd grew
more raucous, anticipating another
victory like the last-minute one in

Hawkins should be out of the
discussion. Without Hawkins’
productive running, the Jr. Bills
would not have even been in the ball
game. The Jr. Bill offense turned
to Hawkins early in the game.
“When somebody wants to
go ahead and back off six, seven

people in coverage then you have
to run the run,” said Kornfeld.
Hawkins kept the Jr. Bills in
the game during the second quarter
by gashing the Devils repetitively,
slithering out of a handful of tackles
on each run. He scored twice in
the second quarter on 18-yard and
61-yard runs.
“We as a team wanted to make
the point that we can run the ball
and pass the ball,” said Hawkins.
Hawkins had the best game of
his career so far, matching Standard
stride for stride. He carried the ball

29 times for 292 yards and eventually piled up 371 total yards and
three touchdowns.
Standard finished the game
with 317 yards on 26 carries. He
scored twice in the first quarter
and two more times in the fourth
quarter.
“The guy’s quite a bit of a
running back, he’s a Division I
recruit, and he’s hard to contain,”
said Brynac.
Although the Jr. Bill defense
obviously gave up yardage to
Standard, for the most part they
played decently enough to win.
Third-down defense was their
Achilles heel, however. Standard
repeatedly found a way to get past
the markers and keep the chains
moving.
While Chaminade quarterback
Christian Suntrup did not do much
throwing, he completed 9 of 10
passes for 188 yards (74 yards of
which came on a second quarter
screen pass for a touchdown). He
did, however, prove tough to corral
in the pocket. On many occasions
Suntrup was able to shrug off the
pass rush and scramble to make a
play. These plays killed SLUH’s
defensive momentum.
The Jr. Bills’ brutal schedule
still does not seem to get any easier.
Eureka is 5-1 so far this year, with
one loss to Lindbergh.
“Out of the four non-league
teams we picked up, there’s only
one of them who has a loss outside
of playing us, and that’s the team
we’re playing this week and they’re
5-1,” said Kornfeld.
The Jr. Bills aren’t likely to
catch a break versus the Eureka
Wildcats. Kornfeld said, “I really
feel we are a hair away from being a great ball club, and we need
to step over that line to become a
great ball club.”

Head coach Joe Porter was
happy with the way his team performed.
“One of the things we continue to look at is our one to five
spread—how many seconds are
between our first runner and our
fifth runner. And we really had a low
spread; I think it was 11 seconds.
That’s great. We liked the way they
packed up. We would like to see
them work together a little more,
but we were definitely excited to
see the way things turned out,” said
Porter.
The only teams to finish ahead
of the Jr. Billikens were nationallyranked O’Fallon (Ill.) and Eureka,
which Porter described as “probably the third best team in the St.
Louis area.”
Joe Esswein was very pleased
with his performance, saying, “It
feels amazing. Coming into the
season I was really stoked because
I had a chance to be top seven, but
I was sick for the first few weeks
of the season and that really put
me back, but now I’m back where
I think I can and should be.”
An ongoing subplot for the Jr.
Billiken team has been the brotherly rivalry between the Essweins,
who have finished near each other
in multiple races. At Queeny, it
was the elder Joe who came out
on top and earned a spot on the top
seven, but Porter said he has been
impressed by both of the brothers.
“John and Joe are both running

extremely well. And they are going
to continue to run extremely well.
We’ll see how the season unfolds;
there is still a little bit of racing left.
They are both rising up through the
ranks, and we’re excited about both
of them,” said Porter.
The reasoning behind the
decision to rest the top five was
twofold, explained Porter.
“We want to give varsity
racing experience to other guys
on the team. It’s one of the things
we continue to do, it’s one of the
things our program (stresses), to
give quality races to the guys who
might not be getting that experience
all the time,” said Porter. “The other
reason is that the top five came off
of a really tough race at Palatine
in terms of quality of the field and
how hard they raced. And typically when we get to this part of
the season, we don’t race our top
guys as much to give them a little
bit of rest between races.”
Porter added that the final
stretch of the season taxes the top
runners, with Districts, Sectionals,
State, and Regionals in consecutive
weeks.
The top five will be back in action tomorrow in hopes of bringing
home a Metro Catholic Conference
championship; the meet is at 10:00
a.m. in Forest Park.
“The big focus for us is always
to come away with a conference
title and we hope to do that on
Saturday,” said Porter.

PHOTO BY TED WIGHT

Junior running back Terek Hawkins looks for a lane on his way to 371 total yards.

2008.
The fervor would not last,
though. Hawkins took the ball
and knifed for three yards, but was
taken down and stripped of the ball
by Chaminade defenders.
But SLUH got one more
chance. The defense forced Chaminade to punt with around 10 seconds left. Stefan Sansone received
it inside Devil territory but could
not muster a miracle return, and
time expired.
Whomever pundits may
choose to blame for this loss,

Second varsity takes 3rd at Queeny
by Greg Fister
reporter

D

espite holding back its top
five runners in preparation
for the upcoming conference
meet, the St. Louis U. High varsity cross country team placed
third at the Ron Jorgensen Memorial Invitational at Queeny
Park last Friday, a testament to
the squad’s depth and talent.
Queeny Park’s fast-paced
course, consisting of rolling hills
and forested detours, is a favorite of
many SLUH racers, many of whom
finished with personal records.
The top SLUH finisher of the
day was junior Joe Esswein, who
placed 16th overall with a time
of 17:17. Senior Dan Raterman
finished on Esswein’s tail with a
time of 17:18. With their finishes,
they earned the last two spots on
the top seven for the Metro Catholic
Conference (MCC) championship
on Saturday. Behind them, in another close pack, were freshman
John Esswein and sophomore Tom
Laughlin, who placed 23rd and
24th, respectively, and finished
within one second of each other.
In 26th place overall came
junior Jack Milford, who, despite
being a first-year cross-country
runner, finished once again close
to SLUH’s top runners. The rest of
the SLUH finishers all held places
among the race’s top 40, out of 105
total.
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Freshmen
B Soccer stays undefeated
soccer perfect J S
at 12-0
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After the game, sophomore Brendan
Bement said, “We were really excited to
he St. Louis U. High soccer tradition play (CBC). We saw this as an opportunity
is alive and well on this year’s talent- to really prove ourselves and we did just
ed B soccer squad. The
PHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO that. We beat them.”
After the victory, the
B team has roared to an
Jr. Bills moved to the top
8-0 start and has already
of the MCC standings and
won four games against
have yet to concede a goal.
Metro Catholic Confer“Despite the tough
ence (MCC) opponents.
teams we have to play,
The B team started
with our solid defense and
out fast by beating DeSour strong offense we can
met 1-0. Nick Kocisak
come away with a perfect
scored off a beautiful
season,” Kocisak said.
cross from Matt Steurer
Head coach Bob
as the Jr. Bills beat their
O’Connell said, “This
Jesuit rival, and they
is one of the best groups
finished the Chaminade
I’ve ever coached; I really
Tournament by beating
like the fact that they’ve
Oakville and blowing out
gotten better each game.
Vianney.
Even though they Sophomore Danny Buehler handles the ball Everybody contributes.”
against DeSmet.
Sophomore Mike
won the tournament, the
Michler said, “The wins
Jr. Bills did not stop there, winning several
games and continuing their unbeaten streak areattributed our solid D and our control
into their second game against DeSmet. of possession. We try to possess the ball as
Although the Jr. Bills started slowly, they much as possible.”
It is clearly showing as the B team is
scored two goals and the defense held strong
to produce their fifth consecutive shutout to off to its best start in quite a few years.
start the season.
Despite all of these big victories, the
high point in the season was the team’s most
recent win against MCC rival CBC. The Jr.
Bills and CBC were both undefeated heading into the first game and the Jr. Bills did
not disappoint, beating CBC 1-0 on a Chris
Gys goal. With the victory, SLUH kept their By Pat Lally
undefeated streak.
reporter
by ustin
reporter
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umetta and

Daugherty, reporters
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he freshmen soccer team has begun
the season so far with a perfect 12-0
record. The team has outscored its opponents 47-5 and has consistently controlled
the ball.
The squad reeled off several victories
against Metro Catholic Conference opponents, including one against Vianney, three
against DeSmet, one against Chaminade,
and two against CBC. While crushing most
opponents, the team almost lost to DeSmet
in the CBC Tournament semifinal. Tied 1-1
after regulation, the game was decided by
penalty kicks. Ben Tarter, the starting goalie,
came through and did not allow a single goal
during the penalty kicks.
“I just decided to dive to a side and stick
with it,” said Tarter.
“I think we have been slowly making
progress ... but there’s always room for improvement,” said coach Tom Zinselmeyer.
“I think what I like (about the team) is the
depth.”
The whole team has been playing fantastically with a great deal of teamwork and
leadership. Team leaders include Andrew
Slaughter, John Espenschied, Tommy Hilll,
Chris Klepfel, Tony Doellefeld, and Ben
Tarter. The freshmen have a lot of soccer
talent and the ability to work well together
as a team.
The team still has a long way to go until
the end of the season. The Jr. Bills face
MCC rival DeSmet on Oct, 17, and it will
also participate in the Parkway Tournament
starting on Oct, 25.

inay

Freshmen XC dominates,
victorious in all 4 meets
by Gabe Miller
reporter

hills slowed them down a little, they pushed
hard and won handily.
he St. Louis U. High freshman cross
Known as the Pancake Invitational,
country team has dominated the the Fox Warrior Invitational has next to no
PHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO
course so far in 2010,
hills—there are a few
having won all four of
bumps at most. Swan
its races. Beginning
and almost everyone on
with the Forest Park
the freshman team ran
XC Festival and runa personal best in that
ning through last week
race. Swan finished at
at the Jorgenson Memo18:28, first on SLUH’s
rial Invitational, there
freshman team and third
have been between four
overall.
and six SLUH freshmen
“I started out strong
medalists in every race.
and got into the top 15
“We’ve practiced
fairly quickly. About two
hard and haven’t given up
to two and a half miles
till the end of the race,”
into the race, I started to
said Michael Swan, one
feel a little fatigued, but I
of the top freshman runmanaged to fight through
ners.
it and finish strong,” said
Although the Forest
Swan.
Park XC Festival course
Last Friday, the
was extremely soggy and
team competed in the
muddy, the team finished
Jorgenson Memorial
in first and ran some great
Invitational at Queeny
Freshman Tom Rubio at FoPoXCFest.
times. The top five SLUH
Park on a moderately hilly
runners placed third, fifth, seventh, 10th, and course that ran through fields and forests.
18th. Swan came in third with a time of 10:50, Rackers, McLaughlin, and Rubio placed in
and not far behind him were freshmen Sean third, fourth, and fifth, helping the team win
McLaughlin, Peter Rackers, Tom Rubio, and the race. Although Swan did not run, Patrick
Jerry Amsler. Because it was the first race, Oster stepped up with a solid race to place
the freshman squad ran a 3K rather than a him in the top five.
5K.
“We’re feeling pretty good about the
The most noticeable thing about Sioux season so far, but we still have a lot of work
Passage Park, the site of the freshmen’s first to do. It’s going to take a lot of stepping up if
5K, is the steep hills. One of the hills has we want an undefeated season,” said Rubio.
been nicknamed the Manmaker, and rightThe Jr. Bills will compete in one of its
fully so.
biggest meets of the season this Saturday as
McLaughlin came in second place they chase after the Metro Catholic Conferoverall, clocking in at 19:42, the highlight ence (MCC) Championship at Forest Park.
of his season. Swan, Rubio, Rackers, and
Amsler were right behind him. Although the

T

C Football
hopes to win
conference

T

he St. Louis U. High freshman football team entered the season with
high hopes.
The team traveled to MICDS for the
opener. However, because of a combination
of a poor effort on special teams and firstgame anxiety, the Jr. Bills dropped game
one by a score of 45-29.
The team met a similar fate against
Webster, this time by a score of 25-19. The
Jr. Bills were unable to handle the speed
and athleticism of the Statesmen. Despite a
significant effort, the Jr. Bills fell to 0-2.
“It kind of felt that the season wasn’t
going the way we wanted it to and that we
weren’t living up to the hype we had coming
into the season. We needed to change,” said
freshman Tim Lally.
And the team did just that in their next
game with rival CBC (C) and again with
their D squad.
They rolled to five consecutive victories
from there. Leading the team on both offense
and defense were freshmen Raymond Wingo
and Michael Hall. Wingo, who plays both
quarterback and free safety and is a crucial
player on the team’s special teams, noted
that the improvement of both the offense
and the defense has been significant in the
Jr. Bills’ success.
“Our ability to score a lot of points in
the first two quarters has been huge. But we
need to keep it going in the second half,”
said Wingo.
Hall, who plays both running back and
strong safety said, “(It’s) our speed and agility (that have kept us in games). We’re fast
and athletic.”
But when asked about goals for the
remainder of the season, both listed winning
the remaining games and more importantly,
the conference.
With the success of the Jr. Billikens, the
freshman are just a single game away from
winning the Metro Catholic Conference on
the freshman level, a feat that has not been
completed by a Jr. Billiken team since the
class of 2010’s freshman year.
The next game and last remaining conference game for the Jr. Billikens is against
DeSmet on Tuesday at SLUH.
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Underclassman
sports updates

JV Football (1-5)

Monday, October 4
Chaminade 28, SLUH 7
One week after SLUH’s dominating win over
Vianney, the Jr. Bills fell to the Red Devils.
On the plus side, FB Charlie Kretschmer
scored on a 14-yard reception while defensively Joe Reardon had a nice interception
and a 49-yard return and Chris Lynas notched
8 tackles.
-Drew Brunts

C Football (5-2)

Thursday, September 30
SLUH 21, Chaminade 14
SLUH defeated Chaminade to make its record 4-2. The Jr. Bill offense looked great,
scoring 21 points. Freshman quarterback
Raymond Wingo ran and threw for big plays,
and the SLUH defense held Chaminade to
two touchdowns as the team won its fourth
straight.
—Robert Braddock
Tuesday, October 5
SLUH 42, Normandy 34
The Jr. Bills continued their win streak by
defeating Normandy 42-34 on Tuesday, as
the SLUH offense kept scoring. The Vikings
stayed in the game, though, and forced SLUH
to punt the ball away with a minute left. But
Mitch Boyer recovered the muffed punt to
seal the game.
—Robert Braddock

B Soccer (8-0)

Monday, October 4
SLUH 1, CBC 0
Sophomore Christopher Gys scored the lone
goal late in the second half as the Jr. Bills
won the battle of the undefeateds. The Bills’
defense shut out their eighth consecutive
opponent to start the season.
—Justin Sinay

C Soccer (12-0)

Thursday, September 30
SLUH 1, CBC 0
Eddie Howe scored the only goal of the game
and SLUH hung on to continue its undefeated
season. The defense also managed to make
several good stops.
—Stephen Lumetta
Saturday, October 2
SLUH 3, Eureka 1
The freshmen came out hot early and
dominated play. They scored in the first 10
minutes, got out to a 3-0 lead, and hung on
for the win in the quarterfinal of the CBC
Tournament.
—Mike Lumetta
Tuesday, October 5
SLUH 1, DeSmet 1 (SLUH 3-0 in PKs)
The freshman soccer team performed below
its usual dominant standard, but it still won
in penalties. DeSmet scored the tying goal
as the second half wound down. In penalty
kicks, freshmen Tony Doellefeld, Tony Abbacchi, and Andrew Slaughter scored, but
goalie Ben Tarter was the hero. He stopped
three consecutive penalties to secure the
SLUH win.
—Mike Lumetta

JV Cross Country

Friday, October 1
With a loaded JV team, the harriers outlasted
O’Fallon (Ill.), winning by 11 points. Juniors
Michael Polihan and Jimmy Griffard led the
way with times of 18:16 and 18:17, good for
5th and 6th overall. Senior Riley Konzen
placed 7th in the race, only two ticks back.
—Eric Mueth

C Cross Country

Friday, October 1
First place @ Jorgenson Memorial Invitational
The freshmen once again dominated the
front of the race as Peter Rackers, Sean
McLaughlin and Tom Rubio finished third,
fourth and fifth, and all under 19 minutes.
Patrick Oster and Jerry Amsler closed out the
top five with strong finishes in the absence
of Michael Swan.
—Eric Mueth

October 7, 2010

News

Volume 75, Issue 7

AP Politics class hears Zakaria in speaker series SCIFEST
by Jack
staff

T

Witthaus

ypically, the Maryville University St.
Louis Speaker Series is attended by
people in their fifties and sixties, according to social studies teacher Bill Brown.
Brown, fulfilling his pledge to take AP
American Government and Politics students, joined eight St. Louis U. High seniors at one of the Speaker Series events
this past Tuesday.
Seniors John Sachs, Mike Lumetta,
Luke Hellwig, Thomas George, Patrick
Hart, John Tsikalas, Nick Hermann, and Joe
Benoist enjoyed a speech from journalist
and author Fareed Zakaria, who spoke at
the Powell Symphony Hall at 8 p.m.
“I was tickled that those eight men made
the commitment to go,” Brown said.
Brown received tickets through the

generosity of Lauren Comici, the Assistant
Director of Alumni Relations at Maryville
University.
“I put a big burden on Comici,” Brown
said. “I wrote and begged for any unused
tickets. But she was an absolute godsend.
We got very good seats.”
Tickets typically cost $280, but Brown
received the tickets for free. The catch,
however, was that Brown got a hold of the
tickets one day before the series.		
However rushed the students were to get
the tickets, the speaker, according to Brown,
was well worth it.
“Fareed Zakaria is well traveled,”
Brown said. “He had really interesting perspectives.”
Zakaria spoke about issues concerning
Israel and Palestine, the threat of Iran, war
in Afghanistan, economics, and the Islamic
Center in Manhattan.

Brown felt that it was excellent to take
his students to see the speaker because the
students are very interested in the topics.
Brown also felt that the experience helped
educate his students about world politics,
which he believes is incredibly important
because the students are the future world
leaders.
Senior John Sachs was pleased with the
experience.
“Certainly I thought Fareed Zakaria was
a good speaker,” said Sachs. “It was a great
opportunity to learn about politics abroad.”
“We are missing out if we don’t do this,”
Brown said. “To me the Speaker Series is
to inform and inspire which leads to action.
And if only one student goes, it is worth all
the effort.”
If Brown is able to keep the ticket supply line open, he will continue to take his
students to other events throughout the year.

“Whose line” club takes the stage, replicates skit show
by Joe Moran
and David Schmelter
reporters

S

eniors Brad Pitlyk and Kevin O’Meara
recently launched the “Whose Line is
it Anyway Club?” Moderated by acting
improv teacher Paul Pagano, the club will
host games based on the hit improvisational television show of the same name.
The idea of the club came to Pitlyk
over the summer when he was watching
the show. With a little help from his friends,
the comedy and fun will come to St. Louis
U. High’s Schulte Theater every Monday
after school. According to the club’s flyers,
SLUH students’ only options after school on
Mondays are to go to the club’s events or
exchange jokes with social studies teacher

AIM

(from 1)
faculty, trustees, staff, parents, and alumni
who wished to share their perspective. Each
statement asked participants to register their
degrees of agreement to a number of aspects
of the school and diversity. Scores ranged
from one, strongly disagree, to five, strongly
agree. Each statement also allowed for the
participant to offer additional written comments.
The scores were calculated by averaging the responses of the nearly 1650 survey
participants. Insightlink Communications,
who analyzed and packaged the survey
results, broke the averaged scores into three
categories. A “healthy” score had a mean average of 4.0 and higher, a “priority concern”
of 3.50-3.99, and a “high priority concern”
of 3.49 and lower. Because the differences
in scores between each sub-group were so
small, organizers acknowledge that there are
grey areas in each category.
Thirty-five out of 47 questions earned
healthy scores with 13 earning above a 4.5,
the ideal mark. The statement “I feel proud
of being associated with this school” earned
the highest score with a 4.9 out of a possible
5 points. The majority of questions on the
survey received healthy scores.
Faculty and administrative diversity,
Board of Trustee action, the school’s ability
to work well with issues of race and disabilities were among the six priority concerns
for all constituents. Insightlink categorized
these issues as “not considered immediately
critical but need improvement.”
The survey identified six areas of high
priority concern—issues that should be addressed “as soon as possible.” Among those
six, preferential treatment for athletes, the
diversity of the Board of Trustees, issues
of sexual orientation, and parents’ role in
diversity and multiculturalism were top
issues. The statement “Parents/guardians
press for school improvement in diversity
and/or multiculturalism” earned the lowest
score among all constituents with a 3.3.
Not reflected in the survey results was

Bill Brown.
The goal of the club is to “get some
good laughs” and to bond guys who “are
bored and want to get rid of a case of the
Mondays,” Pitlyk said. “The club is a great
opportunity to let some quiet guys get their
opportunity to show some wit.”
Pitlyk also noted how the club is low
commitment, so members can go to meetings
on whichever Monday they choose.
Club activities include games from the
show such as Party Quirks, where students
are assigned random roles to play at a party;
Let’s Make a Date, where students with
random roles spoof a dating show; Sound
Effects, where two students act out a scene
and others provide sound effects; Questions
Only, in which a scene must be acted out

only in question format; and the club favorite Scenes From a Hat, which involves the
actors having to act out random scenarios.
They may also watch some clips from the
show.
Pitlyk and the other senior officers will
come up with the prompts for the games during Friday activity period, and then dream
up outrageous scenes.
“The club is my baby. I care for it,
nurture it, and feed it our leftover flyers,”
Pitlyk said.
“Let’s just hope this club does not end
up like Wayne Brady’s career,” quipped
junior Mark Keuhner, referencing Brady’s
low profile.

7

(from 1)
Although the Science Center is the presenting organization of SciFest, a majority
of its funding comes from outside corporate
donations. Monsanto Corporation is the
presenting sponsor, with significant contributions also received from Pfizer, Boeing,
UM-St. Louis, and Washington University.
Of the roughly 90 speakers who agreed
to present, many are nationally renowned;
most notably, many crew members and
producers of Avatar are attending to discuss
the science and astrophysics used in the film.
Representatives of the St. Louis Cardinals,
Rams, and Blues are all attending and will
host various workshops.
Other seminars and workshops are
highly diversified in topic; according to
McClure, they range in subject from the
lighthearted, such as cheese, to the more
serious science, such as astrophysics.
“We approached some speakers, and had
some approach us,” said McClure. “There
are some that want to come back, and at
the same time we want to keep the content
fresh.”
Tickets are on sale for the weekend Oct.
16 and 17, with day passes sold at a cost of
$5 for Science Center members and $10 for
non-members.

Corrections

-The varsity soccer team beat Duchesne 6-0,
not 5-0 as last week’s soccer article said.
-Cross country coach Chris Scott was referred to as “Jeff” Scott accidentally in the
Jim Linhares Hall of Fame story.
-David Grigsby’s last name was incorrectly
stated as “Grisby.”
-In the XC article, senior Tim Rackers was
in third with 200 meters to go, not 10th.
The Prep News regrets these errors.
GRAPHIC BY MATT COOLEY

an additional self-study
3.7 “Faculty and administrators reflect
the diversity of the student body”
done by the Diversity 4.9 “I feel proud of being associated with this school”
4.7 “Positive spirit is evident in this school.”
3.4 “Athletes are not treated with greater
Council as part of the
respect than other students”
4.5 “Teachers help and support each other.”
program. The self-study
3.3 “Parents/guardians press for school
4.2 “An atmosphere of inclusiveness exists”
consisted of various inimprovement in diversity”
terviews and discussions
on a variety of diversity
Healthy
Priority concern
High priority concern
issues raised in the online
survey.
5.0
4.5
4.0
3.5
3.0
The entire Insight- Survey Results: each dot represents one question that was answered by all groups in the survey—groups of dots indicate that multiple
questions recieved the same score. The questions quoted above represent a small sample of the 47 questions on the graph.
link report was not made
available to the Prep News.
“You create policies and programs, and
It contains survey results broken down into May.
a variety of different sub-categories as well Those familiar with the survey results did you hope that our thinking changes over time.
as all written responses from survey partici- note the responses in priorities among dif- So step one is create the programs, change
ferent constituencies. For instance faculty, the policies—force us to address issues of
pants.
At Friday’s meeting, administrators alumni, and students had lower scores about diversity—thereby we change our opinions,”
presented the survey’s findings to the faculty, issues of sexual orientation while parents said math teacher Frank Corley, a member
who were then broken into smaller groups and trustees did not. Among students, the of the Diversity Council.
Some issues, particularly those pertainto discuss the results. According to Moran, issue of preferential treatment of athletes,
ing to sexual orientation, will likely be more
each group’s reaction was then reported to tied for the lowest score.
According to Moran, these differences difficult to handle and explore from a policy
Clatto for consideration in future planning.
Reaction to the survey results has been in concern are indicators of where to take perspective.
“(Sexual orientation) is something
largely positive, and for the most part, issues a deeper look. More intense study of these
raised in the survey have not come as much areas will most likely be the next step in we’ve known for a long time is an area of
concern for our school, and it’s a complicated
of a surprise to faculty and administrators. interpreting the survey.
According to Clatto, the Diversity area of concern because we’re a Catholic
“We have overall a very healthy culture
at the school,” said Moran, citing that the Council will most likely conduct a thorough school,” said Corley. He added, “It’s almost
majority of responses were positive. “I think review of the results in an effort to identify a like the feeling is it’s better not talked about;
this is a culture where people are not only few key issues on which to conduct deeper it’s better to face it quietly and not openly.
proud, but they have good reasons for being research and ultimately build a strategic plan And I think that’s a question we’ve got to
to address them.
wrestle with.”
proud.”
“A next step I think logically will be to
Osburg acknowledged the difficulty of
“I think it’s a lovely school, and by and
large it’s a school where people feel included go and look at what are we doing already addressing sexual orientation in a Catholic
and feel cared about,” said English teacher in regards to some of the areas of concern, school, but pointed out that as a Catholic
Barbara Osburg, a member of the Diversity before we jump too hastily or quickly into school, SLUH is not obligated to change its
any changes. I think you’re going to want stances on issues of sexual orientation and
Council.
Despite the high proportion of positive to dig a little deeper. In other words, maybe behavior.
“That AIM survey was designed for all
answers, the survey did point out several ar- there’s another round of questions,” said
kinds of schools, and a school like Burroughs
eas that need improvement in regards to how Moran.
“There are some issues in this survey or MICDS would have a very different take
the SLUH community perceives diversity.
“Some of the things that I got a chance that are very sensitive and in order to make on sexual orientation than a Catholic school
to look at were disheartening … I know that sustained long-term changes, (you) must be would. So I’m not saying that we shouldn’t
be concerned about being open to people
change is hard for people. When you start thoughtful,” said Clatto.
Only after this exploration, according to that have sexual orientation differences, but
saying diversity or increasing our racial or
ethnic diversity, some people think it’s a Clatto and Moran, can policy be formed and I don’t think the school can be open about
personal shot at them,” said Evans of the issues addressed on a number of different accepting those behaviors,” said Osburg.
-Matt Cooley contributed to reporting
initial survey results in an interview last levels.
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Schedule R

Today
AP	

Senior Class Mass
Intramurals:
Junior Bashball
Regis vs. Dunn, Backer vs. Xavier
Snack–Curly Fries

6pm
7pm
Lunch

Reunions—Classes of ‘75 and ‘90
Football vs. Eureka
Special—Chicken Nuggets
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan

Saturday, October 9

10am
12pm
2pm

Cross Country @ MCC Championships
JV Soccer vs. Jefferson City
Soccer vs. Jefferson City

Sunday, October 10
11pm

Mother’s Club Card Party

Schedule R

Monday, October 11

From the Land Down Under Four of the Australian students visiting SLUH, with their SLUH hosts. From left: Bryn
Pritchard, SLUH senior Michael Hagerty, Nick Geason, Tate Meredith, Bill Emmet, and SLUH junior Luke Reichold.

Twenty-five Australian students from St. Ignatius College Riverview in Sydney, Australia made their way onto SLUH’s campus yesterday.
Former SLUH theology teacher Suzanne Walsh, who now teaches at St. Ignatius, is leading the students during their time in the United States.
The students conclude their trip Monday when they head back to Sydney. St. Louis was the group’s last stop on their trip, which included
visits to New York, Washington D.C., and Chicago.

STUCO adds to updating of SLUH website with their own page
Student Council (STUCO) expanded its section of
the SLUH website this week, which STUCO hopes will
improve communication with the SLUH community.
The site includes basic information about STUCO,
including its constitution and a list of its members.
However, unlike STUCO’s previous page, the site will
be continuously updated with information on upcoming
events and meeting minutes. All of STUCO’s trailers are
also accessible from the Events page.
“It’s a good central place to put everything,” said
STUCO Secretary/Treasurer Phil Nahlik. “We have our
Facebook page which we use for a lot of things, but a
lot of people aren’t on Facebook … It’s kind of like a
bulletin board, a more accessible forum for people to get
their information.”
STUCO had a website two years ago, but it was rarely
used, STUCO speculated, because few people wanted to
check another site for information. STUCO sought for a

way to post their meeting minutes and event information
on the main SLUH website, where people could access it
more easily.
Senior Joe Shaver approached STUCO about reestablishing their website, having already independently
designed a prototype. Using feedback from a meeting with
STUCO three weeks ago, Shaver assembled the site with
the help of Advancement officer Ben DuMont, Director of Information Technology Jonathan Dickmann and
Technology Coordinator John Haefele. Two weeks ago,
SLUH and web design company Paradigm New Media
Group unveiled a redesign of SLUH’s site. The website
can be accessed at sluh.org/students/stuco.
				
—Compiled by Matt Cooley

TIBURÓN

(from 5)
took first. After the first 50-yard butterfly, Sloan was ahead of the second
place swimmer by about half a body
length, but after backstroke and breastroke he had an impressive lead. Sloan
built on that with the 50 free, finishing
the race just two seconds shy of State
qualifying time (2:07.99) and a lead of
almost a full lap.
Sophomore Blake Gibson took
first
in
the 500 freestyle with a time of
Forecast printed with permission of
5:40.34,
and senior Bill Luhmann took
the National Weather Service.
third
in
that
same race with a time of
St. Louis, MO Weather
6:03.19.
Service Office
Finally, Paschal took first in the 100
Phone: 636-441-8467
backstroke with a time of 1:00.15. Paschal is closing in on the State qualifying
Compiled by Conor Gearin
time (58.79), and if he qualifies, SLUH
will have a swimmer in every event at
the State meet. SLUH will go head to
head with Metro Catholic Conference
opponent Vianney next Monday.
Graczak said, “Already we’ve been
dropping times every meet, so I think
we’re working hard in practice, and it’s
showing in our meets.”

Last Chance
Reservations!

for

Mother/Son Mass & Lunch
Sunday, October 24, 2010
Mass 10:00 AM @ the America’s
Center
with lunch immediately following in
the Grand Ballroom.
Enjoy this SLUH tradition with your
son and SLUH families.
To assure your reservation is not too
late, please call Debbie Mayberger at
636-207-8866.
Pay by credit card at www.sluh.org/parents or
download the registration form and mail with
payment to:
Debbie Mayberger
5 Fairlake Drive
Clarkson Valley, MO 63005

AP
College Reps:
		
Texas Christian University (M115)
		
College of the Holy Cross (10:00)
		
Ava Maria University (2:00)
Intramurals:
Junior Bashball
Backer/Xavier vs. Campion, Dunn/Regis vs.
Hagan
Snack—Apple Strudel Sticks
3pm
NHS Tutoring
4pm
Swimming vs. Vianney
4:30 pm JV Football @ Eureka
Lunch

Special—Tony’s Pizza
Healthy—Sweet and Sour Chicken Skewer

Schedule R

Tuesday, October 12

AP

Rosary
College Visits:
		
Hobart and William Smith
		Colleges (8am)
		
Davidson University (8:30am)
		
University of Southern California 		
		(9:15am)
Snack–Pizza Sticks
4pm
4:30pm
6pm
Lunch

B Soccer vs. Vianney
C Soccer @ Vianney
C Football vs. DeSmet
Soccer vs. Vianney
Special—Chinese
Healthy—Chicken Cordon Bleu

Wednesday, October 13

PSAT Exam

PSAT Exam for Juniors and Sophomores
Standarized Testing for freshmen
No Classes for seniors
7pm

Hockey @ Top Hat Tourney vs. FHC

Thursday, October 14
AP	

Schedule R

NHS Tutoring (215c)
Freshman English Tutorial
College Visits:
		
Drury University (M108)
		
Hillsdale University (M112)
		Loyola University
		
New Orleans (M114)
		
Missouri S&T (M116)
		
University of Missouri,
		
St. Louis (11:45am)
		
St. Lawrence University (8:30am)
Snack–Mini Corn Dog
Intramurals:
		Senior Bashball
		
Backer/Xavier vs. Campion, Dunn/		
		
Regis vs. Hagan		
4pm
JV Soccer @ CBC
4pm
B Soccer @ O’Fallon
6:45pm Soccer @ O’Fallon
Lunch

Special—Chicken Strips
Healthy—Chicken Permesan

Friday, October 15

Schedule R

Flu Shot Clinic
AP	
College Visits:
Creighton University (M115)
University of Puget Sound (8:30am)
The George Washington University (10:30am)
Georgetown University (12:45pm)
Intramurals:
		Freshman Bashball
		
Backer/Xavier vs. Campion, Dunn
		
Regis vs. Hagan
Snack–Mozz Sticks
6pm
7pm

Reunions—Classes of ‘75 and ‘90
Football @ Eureka

Lunch

Special—Brunch for Lunch
Healthy—Seasoned Chiken Filet

