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Week for
Life debuts
this year

Probst,
Schimmele
star in Oliver!
Production helps
children with disabilities
onto the stage

Action Table and
Maternity Dirve meant
to raise awareness

by Joe Klein
core staff

by Jack Godar
reporter
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T

he Students for Life Club
sponsored a Life Week for
SLUH this week in what they
hope will be the first of many
events to raise student awareness about pro-life issues. The
two major parts of Life Week
were the Action Table outside of
the cafeteria and the Maternity
Drive. In addition, the Students
for Life Club led the school in
morning prayer. Members of the
club hope to teach people that
being pro-life is more than being
anti-abortion.
“Its probably the first time (that
something like this has occurred) in
four or five years,” said moderator
David Callon. “It’s kind of like a
mutual idea. It came up in a meeting last year.”
One of the major goals of the
week was to broaden students’ understanding of what being pro-life
means.
Senior David Farel said, “I
think people have this stereotype

MCC Champs SLUH’s top seven run away with another conference championship at Forest Park Central Fields.
From right, seniors Tim Rackers, Joe Meier, Alan Ratermann, junior Mike McLaughlin, senior Dan Raterman, and juniors
Nathan Rubbelke and Joe Esswein lead the pack. See article on page 5.

that being pro-life is all about being
anti-abortion.”
Junior Ryan Burke also expressed this sentiment, saying,
“Most people just think pro-life, oh,
abortion. Other than that, people
probably don’t know much, they’ll
just know abortion,” said Burke.
The Action Table featured
pro-life petitions, one of which
asks the state of Missouri not to
execute Roderick Nunley on Oct.

20. The members of the Students
for Life Club manning the table
have also educated students about
pro-life issues, such as abortion and
the death penalty. Burke hopes that
the available information will lead
to students voting for more pro-life
laws when they are able to vote.
“As we get through high
school, we’ll be turning 18, being
able to vote, so it’s good for people
to know about pro-life issues and

Mates from Down Under visit SLUH
by John Sachs
reporter

up to each host, and included trips
to the Arch, a senior CYC soccer
wenty-five students from St.
game, and the varsity soccer game
Ignatius College Riverview
against Jefferson City.
(SICR) in Sydney, Australia, ful“It really helped me underly clad in Blue Crew paint, led Jr.
stand another culture from the
Bills’ fans in the varsity football
perspective of someone my age, as
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT opposed to just reading
game against Eureka High
School last Friday.
something in a book,”
“The crowd was going
said senior host Andy
wild. It was awesome,” said
Eilers.
Australian Cameron PrenAll of the visitice.
tors from Australia
The group from the
adorned themselves
Australian Jesuit high school
with paint and joined in
arrived at St. Louis U. High
on the madness of Blue
last Thursday on the last leg
Crew in the game on
of an eighteen-day trip. To
Friday against Eureka.
be eligible for the trip, the
“They were all
Australians had to take a
very excited to be able
St. Louis U. High football team at last
business studies, economics, The Australians cheer on the
to cheer and to bring
Friday’s game.
or geography course.
an Australian flavor to
The group visited New York, also go to business meetings and the football game,” said chaperone
Washington, D.C., and Chicago, learn how businesses run,” said and former SLUH theology teacher
before finishing in St. Louis. In each Australian Michael Fitzgerald.
Suzanne Walsh.
city, the group met with alumni
The group stayed in hotels
“The best bit about it was
of both SLUH and SICR in the for the majority of the trip, only definitely being in St. Louis, being
business world. In New York, for boarding with American families with people our age and having
example, the group met with repre- in St. Louis. The weekend attrac- fun,” said Prentice.
sentatives from McKinsey and Co., tions for the visitors were largely
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a management firm, and visited
with a stock broker on the floor of
the New York Stock Exchange. In
St. Louis, the Australians met with
the owner of a local McDonald’s
franchise.
“It’s sort of a holiday, but we
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how they can help,” said Burke.
The Maternity Drive, which
asked for household items such
as socks, soap, and school supplies, will benefit Our Lady’s Inn,
a shelter for pregnant women and
their children. Unfortunately, the
student response has been less than
stellar, with few students donating
items so far.
The Students for Life hope to

see LIFE, 8

Feature

Immigrant’s
story: John
Lan Tran,S.J.

by Nick Fandos
editor in chief

T

he Tet Offensive of January
1968 is commonly recognized as being the height of the
Vietnam War, the point at which
victory for the United States and
its ally South Vietnam became
impossible. Although fighting
continued for almost another
decade, the North Vietnamese
communists’
sneak-offensive
permanently changed the face of
the war in Vietnam and around
the world.
Amidst this chaos and devastation, John Lan Tran, S.J., was
born the seventh of 12 children in
a small village 110 miles north of
Saigon, the capital of the South.
Tran’s journey from that small
Vietnamese village doomed to fall
to the communists to St. Louis U.

see TRAN, 4

unior Christian Probst and
freshman Michael Schimmele are currently starring in a
production of Oliver! through
Variety: The Children’s Charity,
an organization which provides
a myriad of services to children
with disabilities.
Oliver! is a musical adaptation
of Charles’ Dickens novel Oliver
Twist, in which Oliver, an orphan,
is sold to an undertaker’s family.
After running away, he is found by
the Artful Dodger (whom Probst
plays). The Artful Dodger takes
him into his home and trains him
to be a pickpocket, where he works
for a man named Fagin and lives
with fellow pickpockets.
“There’s lots of murder in it,
lots of comedy, lots of sadness, lots
of happiness, a whole bunch of fun
stuff in it,” said Probst.
Probst easily won the audition
for his role, which he credits to
playing the Artful Dodger twice
in the past—once through the
Muny and another time through
Visitation Academy’s production.
He also has worked with Variety in
the past, starring in their inaugural
production of The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer last year.
“He’s quite a character,” said
Probst. “He’s really funny, really
clever, cunning, sort of the leader
of the group. It’s a really fun part.”
This is Schimmele’s second
production through Variety, as he
performed in the Ensemble of Tom
Sawyer last year as well.
“I liked (performing through
Variety) so much that I just had
to come back to this family that
developed there,” said Schimmele,
commenting on the close ties that
developed between cast members
during production.
This year, Schimmele was cast
as a member of Fagin’s gang.
“There’s a lot of set changes,
magic tricks, and so many things
that you can do at such a young age
and still play a major part in (the
production),” said Schimmele.
Oliver! is directed by Lara
Teeter, a Tony Award-winning actor. On working with a performer of
such high caliber, Schimmele said

see VARIETY, 8
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XC wins MCC Championship
Rackers breaks 16 to become the individual
champ, and the team runs away with the
victory at Forest Park. Page 5

The Piano Man
Freshman Sam Krausz fills the empty chapel
with music each day as he sharpens his piano
skills. Page 4

Film: The Zuckerberg generation
The Social Network portrays the Face of
Facebook as a morally ambiguous leader
of the Internet generation. Page 3

Soccer avenges Vianney
After rattling off victories against FHN and
Jeff City, the Jr. Bills beat Vianney 2-0,
improve to 17-3 and are ranked 14th. Page 5

Rachel Graczak, swim coach
Rachel Graczak, SLUH’s second female
coach, is bringing a different perspective and
a wealth of experience to swim team. Page 6

Notebook: Uncle Sam’s little note
Receiving the Selective Service letter from
the government stirs up thoughts of the draft,
of adulthood, of the end of childhood. Page 3
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M216’s large donation: suspect? Source of the after-school

by Connor
reporter

Madden

on the junior list instead of on their
own, and suspicions have arisen
that the winning homeroom may
have claimed these items.
Junior homeroom representative for M216 Ben Hilker, responding to the suggestion that a large
asterisk should be placed beside
their ridiculously lengthy bar,
merely admitted that he thought
the allegations were true.
But junior David Hack, who
claims to have counted the homeroom’s donations, dispelled the
rumors. “The freshmen did bring
in things that were on our list and
not theirs, but none of those items
counted towards our total of 439,”
he explained in an attempt to maintain a firm grasp on his homeroom’s
credibility.
The immense shadow that
M216’s success casts on the other
homerooms’ collections reveals
evidence of some unique motivation. One source of this motivation
was Hilker, who ultimately will
sacrifice his pride and all the hair
on his head as a result of their suc-

cess.
“I thought that junior year I
didn’t want to have any regrets.
As a homeroom we’d been pretty
successful (with collections) in
the past, and I wanted us to go all
out junior and senior year,” Hilker
boasted, expressing a seriousness
and determination toward his
homeroom’s activities that would
make many other homeroom reps
swell with both jealousy and admiration. He gave his classmates
some incentive by promising to
volunteer for Wet Billies if they
collected 200 items, and shave his
head if they reached 400.
“So it looks like I have to
make an appointment soon,” Hilker
said, seemingly depressed about
the thought of a razor running
straight over his scalp and through
his gorgeous locks. He avoided
further comments on the prospect
of participating in Wet Billies.
Hilker was not the only person
in M216 willing to make sacrifices
for the thrill of donuts, Jimmy

Students, remembering Shelburne’s ploys, interrogated Nelson,
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“She is a great teacher. She’s
“The hardest part is that I don’t
really
patient,” freshman Peter
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Mungenast
said.
(that Shelburne has). I didn’t know
Nelson
is also enjoying the
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teaching job.
“I really like working here.
The guys are more academically
challenged, and the single-sex
environment reminds me of RosatiKain,” Nelson said.
Nelson graduated from RosatiKain High School in 2004 and then
received her biology degree at Truman State University. Currently,
Nelson is working on her Master’s
degree in Education through the
University of Missouri-St. Louis.
Nelson splits her time between
SLUH and the Challenger Learning Center-St. Louis in Ferguson,
where she enjoys teaching middle
school students about outer space.
Back at SLUH, though, Nelson
enjoys seeing one student in particular: her cousin, junior Stephen
Nelson.
“Our dads are twins. I don’t see
(Stephen) very often, but he claims
to see me all the time,” Nelson said.
According to Nelson, Shelburne should resume teaching his
classes after Thanksgiving.

J

unior homeroom M216 hauled
in the most food in the school
for the CSP food drive, and they
have been rewarded with food in
return—a reward in the appetizing form of donuts and Jimmy
John’s sandwiches. The homeroom dominated the food drive
by a considerable margin, with
a grand total of 439 items collected.
In order to accommodate
M216’s towering number, the bar
graph of the food drive results
outside the cafeteria goes up by
increments of fifty all the way to
450, leaving the other homerooms’
bars lingering near the bottom, visually giving off the impression that
everyone else in the entire school
must have been comparatively
indifferent to poverty.
However, some controversy
has arisen over the exact quantity of
M216’s enormous haul. A highlymotivated freshman homeroom
had brought in many canned goods

see DONUTS, 6

Nelson fills in for Shelburne

by Jack
staff

I
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John Walsh joins SLUH security force
by Matt Cooley
core staff

J

ohn Walsh has joined the
ranks of the security guards
who keep an eye on the grounds
of St. Louis U. High. Walsh, who
has worked for the athletic department for the past three years,
started his new part-time position on Monday.
With the addition of Walsh,
SLUH now employs six regular
security guards to watch the campus day and night. According to
Director of Security Charlie Clark,
the department decided to increase
its manpower to keep up with the
increasing number of events and
growing number of people on
campus.
“It’s always been the plan as
the school year went on to bring
somebody else in a part-time capacity,” said Clark.
For the past three years, Walsh
has served as the school’s on-site
representative for outside teams
hosting events on SLUH’s athletic
fields. According to Clark, this

experience prepared Walsh well struction projects.
Walsh was connected to the
for the security job.
“When we were talking about athletic representative job after his
adding a few more hours in the wife, Kim Walsh, became Assistant
security budget, I thought he’d be a to the President in 2006. Through
her, he met P.E.
great fit,” said Clark.
PHOTO BY MATT COOLEY
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Zarrick and the
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ated in 1954, and
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was a member of
in that’s new, you
the class of 1920.
have to teach them
Walsh has enall that stuff.”
joyed his first
Working at
few days on the
SLUH is Walsh’s
job, and considers
second occupahimself fortunate
tion: he is retired
to work at a school
from his 31-year
Mr. John Walsh
that he admires.
career as a Busi“It’s wonderful,” he said. “This
ness Representative for the International Laborers Union, which is a great place and I love to come
represents workers on large con- here.”

sonatas: Sam Krausz
by Drew Dziedzic
core staff

is open after school. After asking
for permission, Krausz is allowed
he hallways of St. Louis U. to practice there as long as no one
High have been filled after else was using the chapel. As the
school this year with beautiful chapel is rarely used after school,
piano songs such as Andante and Krausz has experienced few conRondo Capriccioso. The source flicts.
of this beautiful music is freshBesides preparing for his own
man Sam Krausz, who has been competitions and recitals, Krausz
playing the piano
also is practicing
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT
seriously for the
for SLUH opporpast eight years
tunities.
and
practices
“(Chorus teachevery afternoon
er Joseph) Koeston the piano in
ner emailed my
the chapel anypiano teacher and
where from 20
told her to give me
to 40 minutes.
a trio to play with
“I think it’s
this cellist and
great practice for
this violinist from
an actual perthis school. So I
formance,” said
am going to start
Krausz. “There
working on that
is a theory (that)
pretty soon,” said
it’s not so much
Krausz. “Also
the people who
(English teacher
are out there when
Te r r y ) Q u i n n
you are playing Freshman Sam Krausz practices piano in gave me a duo
the chapel.
the piano, it’s how
sort-of-thing to play
much space there is around it. And with a few other people I haven’t
when there is a lot of space around met yet for a couple of concerts
the piano, it gets you more ready later in the year for Christmas.”
for a performance because you are
As of right now, Krausz is
getting used to it. It’s good practice, unsure of what exactly he wants to
which is why I like playing in here do in the future. He has not decided
more than that little practice room whether or not to pursue a career
downstairs.”
related with piano, though he is
Another reason Krausz plays sure he wants to continue playing.
in the chapel is because the chapel
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New Yorker blog picks
up Kovarik’s piece
Essay about Hardy
Boys published in The
Millions and Book Bench
by Nate Heagney
core staff

A

s English teacher Frank
Kovarik scanned a blog last
week on The New Yorker’s website entitled Book Bench, like
he does every day, he stumbled
upon a piece with which he was
quite familiar—a piece Kovarik
himself had written.
        Kovarik originally wrote the
piece, entitled “Why The Hardy
Boys Need No Eulogy” in 1996.
However, a recent Prep News Notebook piece written by senior Conor
Gearin, News Editor, which called
the Hardy Boys series “bland,” inspired Kovarik to retrieve the essay.
       “I read Conor Gearin’s piece
from several weeks ago; it was
about going to see Jonathan Franzen. It was about reading and stuff
he liked to read when he was a kid.
And he, in that piece, kind of badmouthed the Hardy Boys,” said
Kovarik. “Conor is a senior advisor
in my homeroom, so I kind of gave
him some grief about that.”
        After consulting with Gearin,
Kovarik agreed to shorten the
piece significantly and, on Gearin’s recommendation, submitted
it to Gadfly.
However, Kovarik also decided to submit the full-length

essay to themillions.com, a literary
website where Kovarik has had
work published before. According
to the site, The Millions is “an online magazine offering coverage on
books, arts, and culture.” The editor
at The Millions said they would be
interested in the essay, and the site
published the piece Oct. 8. Kovarik
has had three other pieces published
at themillions.com.
Shortly after his piece appeared in The Millions, Kovarik
was browsing through The New
Yorker’s Book Bench blog, which
posts a series of links daily to writings that it deems—that was when
Kovarik saw the link to his piece.
“I was jubilant. I was really
excited. I had seen The New Yorker
link to things on The Millions in
the past, so I knew that somebody
there checks that site from time to
time,” said Kovarik before adding,
“It was in the back of my mind with
the Hardy Boys essay that this was
the type of thing The New Yorker
might pick up, so I was excited to
see that that had happened.”
After submitting his essay to
The Millions, Kovarik edited the
4,000-word original down to 1,000
words. That essay will also run in
the next issue of Gadfly.
Something Kovarik said that
he appreciated most from the
experience was the comments
made by readers on The Millions.
Comments varied; one called the
piece a “great essay,” and another
a “great tribute.”
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Movie Review

The Social Network: Baby, You’re a Rich Man Too
by Michael
film critic

Blair

The Social Network—David Fincher’s
new film about the origins of Facebook and
its whiz-kid founder, Mark Zuckerberg—begins in a bar. It’s an emblem of the old-guard
social world—the one that Mark’s invention
will eventually dismantle—that public house
where our parents likely met to tell stories
and break news to old friends and new ones
alike. It’s also the only reliable place a college kid can get a few beers, which is what
Zuckerberg’s interested in. He’s 19 and
wiry—a normal Harvard kid out to share
a drink with his girlfriend. For a moment,
it’s a portrait of innocence as Mark shuffles
around in his Gap hoodie, blue eyes bright
in the dim pub.
That is until he opens his mouth—sputtering out facts about Chinese education
and the difference between motivation and
obsession. Mark speaks quickly and cynically, like he’s got a mean itch on his back,
and he’s not quite willing to scratch it. When
his girlfriend reaches out, he lashes back and
starts calling her names. “I’m not speaking
in codes,” Mark insists, but we start to know
better. He’s clouded and confused and angry
about it all. This guy’s moving much too fast
for anyone to catch up, and not interested in
slowing down to let anyone in. By the end of
the night, Mark’s running back to Harvard’s
campus alone, without the girlfriend he ran
to meet a few hours before.
And so begins The Social Network,
with a whole lotta Zuckerberg and very little
Facebook. Soon the two will become married and the world will know Mark simply
as the guy who founded the most important
company of his generation. But what’s
behind the guy behind the status update?
Who’s the face of Facebook? These are
the questions Fincher’s and screenwriter
Aaron Sorkin’s film are concerned with.
And ultimately, they are ones with sticky,
incomplete answers.
Our initial sense of Mark as an innocent,
curious kid isn’t all wrong. But it’s not all
right either—he’s also filled with jealousy
and rage and, most of all, vaulting ambition.
As Mark trots back to campus the night his
girlfriend dumps him, Fincher’s camera
pans high above the Cambridge streets.
Trent Reznor’s score plays dark and minor,
but also kind of soft and empty. Similarly,
from above Mark looks small and terribly
alone—where’s he running to and why?
He’s running back, we learn, to a dorm
room of refrigerated beers and high-speed
Internet connections to blog viciously about
his now ex. The film is perceptive and smart
in its assessment of the Internet generation—the actions and interactions happen
in the bar, the reactions happen later (and
alone) in front of a computer screen.
Soon an even greater idea suggests itself
to Mark—post pictures of Harvard girls with
one slimy question attached: is she hot or
not? He calls it FaceMash, and it crashes
Harvard’s computer system because of its
popularity. And thus, the seeds of Facebook
are sown in a strange concoction of quiet
loneliness and exploded jealousy.
These pulling forces also apply to
the construction of the interesting kind of
genre—the understated epic?—that the
filmmakers are operating in. Fincher and
Sorkin are two of the most dominant forces at
work today in Hollywood. Films like 1995’s
Se7en, about a serial killer who punishes
sins according to a code of Dante-esque
contrapasso, and 1999’s Fight Club, a grimy
underground fable about machismo and
mass murder, reveal a director who’s half
big-budget technician, half rebel. Fincher’s
films are about people living off the grid of
normalcy—whether it’s the man who ages
in reverse in the Curious Case of Benjamin
Button or the cult thwacking off the grip of
corporate America in Fight Club. Similarly,

screenwriter Sorkin is used to doing things
his way in a world not exactly padded by
originality. His TV series The West Wing
functioned as a mixed drink of snappy, precise dialogue and broad, ideological themes.
In The Social Network, the two egos
both fuse and smash. You get the impression that the mixture of both men’s stern
record of autonomy ultimately produced a
better movie—Fincher’s grand blueprints
are grounded by Sorkin’s scatting words,
and the other way around. What’s created
is a film that moves incredibly quickly
through themes, schemes and dreams but also
somehow manages to linger on moments, on
people. This is a film that is, in its own way,
a social network of images and ideas, processing and uploading moments for instant
dissection and debate. It’s a sweeping social
statement about the way we live now, but
it’s also a subtly complex character study.
That character is Mark Zuckerberg,
who may ultimately be more an emblem of
his generation than an accurate portrayal
of the real Facebook creator himself. Either way, the filmmakers play him as both
alienated hero searching for connection and
hubris-inflated demagogue. At times Mark
is Macbeth, ordering the executions of those
around him who can’t quite keep up with the
speed of his creation (and paying the price
of sleep for it, too). To others, though, he’s
the fall man because someone has to be.
“Creation myths need a devil,” one of the
lawyers shrugs at the end of the film when
he asks her if she really thinks he’s such a
jerk.

For a while now, Eisenberg’s been a
more intelligent, more earnest spin-off of
Juno’s Michael Cera, acting in teen comedies
like Adventureland and Zombieland. Here,
we see him outside a defined comic shtick
and inside the complex internal life of a real
character. It’s a big step in his career, and one
that allows for us to see just how complicated
a man the character of Zuckerberg is.
“It’s moving faster than any of us
could have ever expected,” Mark tells his
roommate programmers towards the end
of the film, and the same can be said about
Eisenberg’s film. If anything, The Social
Network is a film dictated by, almost even
the by-product of, the Facebook age. The
plot snaps along and things can change, can
be manipulated, in a moment, in the click of
a mouse. Fincher’s camera rarely lingers on
one shot for longer than a few seconds—he
knows that, however beautiful it is, classical
cinematography gets nowhere in a world that
measures speed in milliseconds.
It’s a film about Facebook that’s structured exactly like Facebook. So what makes
it different or better? What makes Fincher
and Sorkin anything less than documentarians sipping the bubbles of Zuckerberg’s
innovation? When he’s most passionate,
Mark talks about the possibility of Facebook
creating a complete digital replication of
the real world. A place where you can see
things happen, where relationships are born
and later die (“It’s FB official!”), where we
cultivate images of ourselves and “poke”
fun at others’. Ultimately, someone like
Zuckerberg might argue that this kind of
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This tension is what keeps the film
moving and its viewers guessing, and what
makes a film about college kids creating
on a website feel like a Tom Cruise thriller.
When Mark is accused of stealing the idea
for Facebook and cheating his best friend and
co-founder out of a seat in the company, the
stakes rise. Times have changed. The world
of drug deals and kidnappings seems tame
compared to the fight over an idea potentially
worth billions of dollars (Facebook is now
worth around 11 1/2 of them). The film stays
open and ambiguous about Mark’s actions
and, ultimately, about Mark himself. As a
result, no two viewers will see him in quite
the same way.
A lot of the credit for this belongs to
Jesse Eisenberg, who plays Zuckerberg with
a whole collection of modes and faces. We
see Mark as a collision of supreme intelligence and jealousy, even righteousness
as Eisenberg squints his eyes and verbally
trounces his mudslingers. Underneath,
though, Eisenberg gives Mark gentleness and
healthy ambition—in the way he slouches
back in his chairs and jumps back up at the
possibility of creating something new. Most
interestingly though, he can, at times, wipe
everything off his face and completely block
us out.

interaction makes movie-going obsolete.
Why sit passively in a dark room for hours
just to learn about others’ lives when you
can do it interactively online in seconds?
In the end, though, The Social Network
is about people instead of invention. While
Zuckerberg’s right in asserting that Facebook
can, in some ways, create a digital social
world, he’s wrong in calling that world
complete. It’s missing exactly what the
film provides—real human connection, real
spontaneity, real reality. When we see Mark’s
best friend broken and crying, when we see
Mark cynical and disconnected, when we see
a whole world of bubbling, uncontainable
emotions, we are seeing something that pops
off a screen, however big or small, that’s
actually true.
By the end of the film, Mark’s isolated
and lonely. He’s lost the only true friend he
had, and it’s his fault. And we’re sad. Not
because it’s some great irony that the man
who created the centerpiece of our social
lives ended up with none at all. But because,
by now, we’ve seen Mark’s miscalculations
and uncertainties—his real loss—and we’ve
realized that he’s no inflated tragic hero. In
fact, he’s not so different than any one of us.

Editors: Nick Fandos, Conor Gearin, Mike Lumetta, Patrick O’ Leary, Eric Mueth
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Conor Gearin

Happy birthday
from Uncle Sam

“Dear Mr. GEARIN,
According to our records, you will
be turning 18 years old within a few
months. Since men 18 through 25 years
of age are required by Federal law to
register with the Selective Service
System, we are providing you this form…”

I do not identify myself as “Mr. Gearin,”
nor do I identify at all with the “men 18
through 25 years of age” demographic—
those are college guys. But the letter was
addressed to CONOR JAMES GEARIN,
which is definitely me. And apparently, if
Mr. Gearin wants to be eligible for student
financial aid or government employment,
then Mr. Gearin had better register for the
Selective Service System, whatever that is.
I looked on the Selective Service System’s website, www.sss.gov, and found an
unsettling homepage filled with pictures
of men between the ages of 18 and 25 in
various carefree poses and in unusual casual
clothing (two men wearing cowboy hats, and
two men sporting Hawaiian-patterned wear)
and surrounded with links (“what happens
in a draft,” “click here to register online”),
all-caps news bulletins, and a large, surly
eagle. The site couldn’t decide if it wanted
to be intimidating or conciliatory, and so it
performed a good-cop/bad-cop routine all at
once.
I clicked on the “what happens in a
draft” tab. The page informed me that should
Congress and the President authorize a draft,
a lottery system based on birthdays would
be set up. Men of age 20 would be called
first, then 21, 22, 23, 24, and 25 year olds;
“18 year olds and those turning 19 would
probably not be drafted.”
I found it all a little hard to get my mind
around. Who knows if there would ever be a
draft, or exactly what I would do if there was.
But eventually I saw the letter’s other, simpler
meaning—adulthood. The U.S. government
realized that there is about to be another
legal adult citizen in its domain, and sent its
version of a birthday card—featuring sterile
typewriter-font text and arcane legislative
jargon. And while I would have preferred
something nice and colorful congratulating
me on my 18th and encouraging me to vote
in next year’s election, this works, too.
This means, of course, that I will begin
doing adult things—right? Like driving
myself places, working, perhaps washing
my own dishes and clothes? I see now that
I’ve slowly been transitioning to adulthood
without my noticing—though to be fair, I
don’t wash the dishes much, and I haven’t
had a job. But in general, we can start doing
the activities we think of as adult-like well
before the great milestone of 18 years of age.
I began to wonder what exactly makes
that milestone so important. Most of my
friends who have turned 18 don’t seem to
have changed much; some just want to turn
back the clock. “I don’t want to be old,” I
heard a now-adult friend sigh last weekend.
Perhaps the difference between 17 and 18 is
as simple as a way of thinking: a 17-year-old
can pretend that he or she will be a child—
or at least, not an adult—forever, while an
18-year-old can never escape the fact that he
or she can never return to childhood. Also,
those adult activities that are a choice now
will soon become a responsibility, forever—
until retirement.
Meanwhile, being 17 is a strange intermediary phase. I recently had a dilemma at a
Great Clips when I went to sign myself in for
a trim. The sheet asked me to identify myself
as either “Child” or “Adult.” I felt like adding a third column for “16- or 17-Year-Old
in Existential Limbo.”
More than anything, the letter made me
see how little I think about how I’m growing
up—how we’re all growing up. Even if they
aren’t now, Mr. Gearin and Conor Gearin
will eventually be the same person. I guess
I have to come to terms with that.
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An immigrant’s story: Tran’s Journey from Vietnam to SLUH

(from the Front Page)
High is full of sadness, separation, anxiety,
and fear. It is an immigrant’s story—more
modern and closer to home than we’re
used to, but more common, too. It is not a
story that ends in sadness, though. For Tran,
fulfillment and happiness were a long time
coming, but they came—first in the form of
love, and then in the Jesuits.
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page of history homework.
tree takes root
“There was a lot of frustration. You
“By 1993, I decided to visit Vietnam
know what you want to say but you can’t
after
11 years not seeing my family. So I went
express it. You don’t have the vocabulary,”
back
to Vietnam and that was a trip that startsaid Tran.
ed to change my
In classes like P.E., cultural differences
life. I started to
were more of a problem. Things basic to
think about famAmerican students—lockers, locker-room
ily, about people,
showers, and basketball—were all foreign
ree prooted
about what I reto Tran.
ally wanted to do.
Because he did not speak English, Tran
Just going back to
could not make friends once he’d arrived. He
my roots to meet
PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN LAN TRAN remembers eating alone
the people. I think
at lunch because no one
after I came to the
knew how to talk with
States, the feeling
him.
I describe some“I think when
times is ... it’s
you are going through it
almost like being
you don’t think about it,
dead inside. You
but when I look back on
survive
through
all
of
these
experiences …
it, the term I would use
but
I
didn’t
really
grow
as
a
person inside.
is traumatic. I describe
Especially
in
the
peculiar
circumstances
I
it as being a tree that is
was
in.
I
didn’t
have
a
family;
I
didn’t
have
uprooted from one cliTran’s story starts well
mate and being planted a lot of people to support and to guide me in
before the Tet Offensive,
in another climate. And going through adolescence and college. So
though. The history of
you can see some trees when I came home I quit my job. I couldn’t
conflict in Vietnam is long
just don’t adapt and they stand it anymore,” said Tran.
Tran worked in a friend’s restaurant for
and tangled, too much to
die. Some trees don’t
some
time, and even considered opening his
go into detail here. Before
grow anymore, some
own
before
he found a job as a computer
World War II, the French
trees adapt and grow
programmer.
Tran loved the job and was
had sole control over a
very well. A lot of times
Tran photographed in a refugee camp in Bataan, The Phillipines in 1982. He spent almost a year in
quickly
successful
at it. Shortly after he was
unified Vietnam. But as comwhen I first came we were
refugee camps accross Southeast Asia.
hired
his
mom
moved
to the United States.
munism spread through Russia
in what I call survival
to Korea and then China, Vietnam began living in Vietnam, the food was an improve- mode—just get through the day,” said Tran. He describes his three years as a programmer
to crumble out of French hands. When the ment, though.
“Each person reacts differently when as having been the best to that point since
communists took power in the North in the
“We could put up with it because we we are put into a new situation. In my own he left Vietnam.
Things soon began to change again.
1950s, they began to persecute Catholics knew we were going to be there only a few case, everything changed so suddenly, and
that had been converted long before by the months,” said Tran of the conditions in the I just didn’t know how to fit into the situa- Tran, who had always been active in the
French.
camps.
tion. So my reaction was to withdraw from Church, attended a two-week retreat, and
Tran’s family was Catholic and lived
Although the conditions were tolerable, people. I just wanted the day to end and go began to feel a call toward the priesthood.
in Northern Vietnam. In the mid-1950s, his the dehumanizing effect of simply being a home,” said Tran. “I couldn’t talk in class, But Tran was in love with a girl he wanted
grandparents and parents decided to flee to refugee made the camps unbearable.
so I became fearful that the teacher would to marry, and he couldn’t bear the thought
the South where they would not be perse“I think the worst thing about refugee call my name in class because I didn’t want of leaving his mother alone.
“It took me a while because I was happy
cuted. His father and mother met and started camp was two feelings. Number one: you kids to make fun of me because I couldn’t
and the most difficult part was to give up
a family long before the war heated up. The become a person of no state—a stateless answer the question.”
village where they settled in the South was person. That means you are at the mercy
By the time Tran was a senior he having a family. I wanted to have a family;
in a highland area, and the family produced of whoever wants you. You don’t have any was taking honors-level math and science I wanted to live in a sense a normal life. But
coffee and tea.
control over your life,” said Tran. “You courses. He graduated fourteenth in his class then this idea of becoming a Jesuit just kept
Then came the escalation and the war. have to go and beg people for food ... you of over 300 and was getting a better handle coming up,” said Tran.
In 1997 he entered the Society and was
“But most of the time when I was grow- are at their mercy. You have to beg to enter on English.
PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN LAN TRAN ordained in
ing up, we did not have any direct experience a country; you don’t have any rights.”
After
2008. Tran
with the war,” said Tran. “I only remember a
“The other feeling was—I was a kid g r a d u a t i n g
taught at
couple times when our village was attacked … I just missed my family. I just wanted to f r o m h i g h
Rockhurst
but nothing that was huge. I think I heard go back to Vietnam. There were days when school, Tran
High School
gunfire in my life once. It affected us, but I wished I was back in Vietnam. I think I a t t e n d e d
before comwe did not suffer directly from it.”
dreamed about going back to Vietnam for R o c k h u r s t
ing to SLUH.
Tran was born in the middle of the war, about three years after I left,” said Tran.
University in
A
t
and was only seven when it ended in 1975
Kansas City.
ree eplanted
each
school
and the South Vietnamese government in
He majored
he has been
Saigon fell. As bad as the war was on the
Tran arrived in in physics and
in the micountry, the years under communist rule that
the United States computer scinority—a
ensued were much worse, according to Tran.
in 1983. He set- ence.
stranger in
“It’s just difficult to describe how life
tled in Kansas
Out of
the white,
under communism is unless you go through
City with anoth- college, Tran
Englishit yourself. It’s dark. It’s depressing. People
er aunt who had got a job with
speaking
can barely survive. I remember there were
come over from the Midwest
system. In
times, this was in the late ’70s, when my
Vietnam a year Research Inmany ways,
friends were going to school hungry,” said
or so before. Tran stitute, testTran said, the
Tran.
would live with ing the effects
feeling of inHe and his siblings went to school half
her for the next o f v a r i o u s
terlude has
a day and worked in the fields half a day as
11 years.
agents on air
followed him
the other children in their village did. Tran
Tran and his quality. The
ever since he
said he remembers one occasion when a
aunt’s family job required
has come to
friend almost passed out in the fields because lived in a Kansas City housing project. His lots of travel,
this country.
his family did not have food for lunch, the uncle had a job, but they were very poor, and often into the
“But I
largest meal of the day in rural Vietnamese any extra money was sent back to Vietnam. u n p l e a s a n t
am always
society, and were too proud to admit it. This Tran enrolled in North Kansas City High conditions of
amazed how
kind of hardship was not uncommon in those School and began taking classes only a few snowstorms.
accepting the
years, according to Tran.
months after his arrival in the U.S.
Tran did not
students and
“When I was halfway through eighth
“The difficult part was the cultural and particularly
the people
grade, everybody wanted to go, to escape. linguistic adjustment. I remember my first like the work,
are of me,
Tran poses with Fr. Cuong on his First Communion day in 1975.
It’s a living hell basically, but nobody could,” day going into high school I was one of but it was
and I find it’s
said Tran. He explained that the cost to the six foreign-born students at a school of work.
smuggle someone out of the country was roughly 1400 students. I was really scared the
“I was the only one in my family who a grace to be able to do that. I think in my
more than a year’s wages.
first day. I would look into class, and I saw a was here, so when I finished college I knew life it’s a very enriching experience for me
Despite the cost and risk involved, it bunch of white kids,” said Tran. What was I had to go to work to support my family in to live in this space in between different
cultures and different people,” said Tran.
was decided that Tran and his brother would worse was that he couldn’t speak English. Vietnam,” said Tran.
leave Vietnam. Tran does not know why he Tran estimates he may have known only 600
was chosen out of his siblings, but in 1983, words.
he left Vietnam for good.
Exemplary of his struggles, Tran would
Tran and his brother were to escape on spend an hour and a half translating just one
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a boat together, but at some point leading up
to their departure, his brother got lost, and
the brothers separated. Though teh two were
reunited years later, Tran was left to flee the
country with only an aunt. From Vietnam the
ship took Tran to Malaysia and from there
to the Philippines.
Tran lived in various refugee camps in
Southeast Asia for almost a year. The living
conditions in the refugee camps were bad,
according to Tran, with three or four families
being squeezed into one small room. After
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Seven straight conference championships for XC
XC wins MCC
title, top seven finish
10th or higher
by Greg Fister
reporter

T

ensions were high at Saturday’s Metro Catholic Conference Championship as the top runners from SLUH, CBC,
DeSmet, Chaminade, and Vianney met at
Forest Park’s Central Fields to crown a
conference champion. All of SLUH’s top
seven varsity runners showed their immense talent and dedication, none of them
finishing below 10th place out of a race of
35 runners.

Senior Tim Rackers came in first place
overall, finishing with a stunning time of
15:57. In third place overall, second for
SLUH, came senior Joe Meier, finishing
just 20 seconds behind Rackers in 16:17.
Juniors Michael McLaughlin and Nathan
Rubbelke finished in third and fourth for
SLUH, respectively. Both of their times
were recorded as 16:21, but McLaughlin just
barely finished in front of Rubbelke to claim
his place as SLUH’s third-fastest runner in
the race.
The rest of the varsity team performed
remarkably: seniors Alan Ratermann and
Dan Raterman and junior Joe Esswein
rounded out the squad, and nobody from
SLUH’s team finished with a time over 17
minutes.

Ward nails Jr. Bills with 5.7 to go
by Ryan Dowd
reporter

M

us,” said McDonagh.
As the second half progressed, the
Eureka running game began to take its toll.
With senior captain John Brusati missing at
strong side linebacker and key junior starter
Paul Simon out at free safety, the Jr. Bill
defense had to shuffle the lineup. Stefan
Sansone played both ways at receiver and
free safety while four junior linebackers had
to compensate for the absence of Brusati.
Assistant coach Matt Buha said, “When
you’re missing key players every single
week, it’s hard for kids to play as one unit,

att Ward, Eureka’s senior kicker,
stood poised in his stance waiting
for the snap and the hold that would follow in crisp, smooth succession. The snap
was good, the hold was good, and Ward
made solid contact from 40 yards out as
the ball flew over the cross bar, straight
and true. The boot gave Eureka a threepoint lead and SLUH another heartbreaking loss.
With 5.7 seconds remaining, the
PHOTO BY TED WIGHT
St. Louis U. High
Junior Bills (3-4,
1-2 Metro Catholic
Conference) had a
chance to escape
with a miracle victory, but the same
hook and ladder
play used against
CBC fell short yet
again.
Overall, the
punishing Eureka
ground attack kept
the explosive Jr.
Bill offense off the
field, wore out a
banged up Jr. Bill
defense, and led
Junior Stefan Sansone tries to juke a Eureka defender.
the Wildcats to their sixth victory and the and I think we’ve run into that defensively.”
Jr. Bills’ to their second straight loss.
Not only was the defense banged up, but
The high-flying Jr. Bill offense lived battling the sheer number of plays run against
up to its billing on their first snap of the them was a daunting task. The Wildcats ran
game. Junior signal caller Trevor McDonagh 44 running plays and 69 plays total. They
slid back and spun a strike to fellow junior piled out a total of 283 yards rushing split
standout Stefan Sansone on a post route up between Strehl and Stein, who alone had
the middle. Sansone raced to the end zone 203 yards. Strehl ended with three rushing
to give SLUH the early 7-0 lead.
touchdowns, which were Eureka’s only
Of the offense, McDonagh said, “It’s touchdowns. Ward’s two field goals made
awesome having more than one option every the difference, though.
play because everybody can make a play.”
Brian Silvestri booted a 39-yard field
After the Wildcats used the running goal early in the third quarter to give SLUH
game to smash the ball down into field goal a seven point lead.
range, junior defensive end Jamil IrvinOnce again the offense ran through
Mohammad pounced on Eureka running the McDonagh-to-Sansone connection.
back Spencer Stein twice for consecutive McDonagh went 10 for 15 for 211 yards and
sacks. The sacks pushed Eureka out of field Sansone caught seven balls for 188 yards
goal range.
and a touchdown.
Turnovers killed Jr. Bill drives and gave
Early in the fourth quarter, with the
the Wildcats extra opportunities, though. game tied at 17, McDonagh fired a rope to
McDonagh tried to force the ball to Sansone Sansone on a corner route. Sansone snatched
up the seam and was picked off by a Eureka the ball a few yards short of the pylon and
defender. On the following possession, was knocked out of bounds before he could
Eureka defenders swarmed and stripped make a move. McDonagh shuffled in behind
junior running back Terek Hawkins as he senior center Will Meiners for the score mofought for extra yardage. With a short field, ments later.
the Wildcats pounded the ball inside, and
Moving down the field with the game
quarterback Sean Strehl eventually scored tied at 24 and the clock ticking down, the
from 7 yards out. After another long catch Jr. Bills were looking for a big play. The Jr.
by Sansone, junior running back Cameron Bill fans asked, and Sansone provided. With
Stubbs scored on a 9-yard sweep.
the ball thrown behind and slightly above
With the second quarter ticking away the him, he spun in the air while simultaneously
Jr. Bills had a chance to pull ahead with the reaching out with his right hand. The point of
score 14-10. Another interception brought the football flew directly into said hand and
the drive to an untimely end however, and into the possession of Sansone. The catch
the first half closed with the Jr. Bills slightly cannot be fully appreciated without seeing
ahead.
pictures or video.
“It’s hard when you don’t have the ball
With this catch of the year, the Jr. Bills
see FOOTBALL, 6
but it was us turning the ball over that hurt
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SLUH was the favorite for this race, as
the team has won almost all the conference
championships in recent history. But the
championship wasn’t just handed to them.
“The weeks before the (Conference
race), we had been working really hard, so
the week before, we prepared for the race
by taking a down week—we let our muscles
rest a little. Then we came into the race confident, full of energy and ready to win,” said
Rackers of the team’s preperation. “I think
that’s the way we’ll do it for State—taper off
a little, but come into the race with a strong
mental focus.”
Head coach Joe Porter had “a very good
feeling about (SLUH’s) fitness level coming
into the race” and said that the team exceeded
expectations. Porter highlighted the importance of the team’s focus on minimizing the
time between SLUH’s first and fifth runners’
finishes. Rackers’ time of 15:57 to Alan
Ratermann’s time of 16:41 established the
first-to-fifth time spread of SLUH’s fastest
runners at an incredible 44 seconds.
“The one-five spread, at 44 seconds, is
exactly where we want it to be,” said Porter.

“But we are going to continue to work on
closing the gap all the way to Tim (Rackers).”
Rackers, who is now the fastest cross
country runner in the entire Metro Catholic
Conference, said of Saturday’s race, “It feels
great to be conference champ.” Although he
admits he didn’t run the race “as fast as I
wanted, you have to be happy coming home
with a first place medal in the Conference
Championships.”
Tomorrow SLUH races its third seven at
the Borgia Invitational in Washington, Mo.
The weeks after that are the District meet at
McCluer North, Sectionals in St. Charles,
and then finally the State meet in Jefferson
City.
Porter believes SLUH’s prospects at a
State win for SLUH still seem bright.
“If we can have our one-five spread
where it is now for the State meet, then
we will definitely be in the hunt, and that’s
where we want to be. One of the things I’ve
noticed over the years is that you just need a
little bit of luck to go your way on the right
day, and if that happens we can definitely
win it,” said Porter.

by atrick
reporter

10 minutes into the game. It looked like a
goal, but the Vianney keeper was able to get
a hand on the ball to knock it out.
Although SLUH was unable to score
in the first half head, coach Charlie Martel
said in a postgame interview, “We had great
chances the entire first half. The last touch
inside the box is what kept us from scoring,
but besides that it was a great first half.”
Eighteen minutes into the first half, the
crowd got a glimpse of impressive goalkeeping on the SLUH end when senior captain
Andrew Evola (who was playing with a
stomach virus) stopped a Vianney breakaway
that might have left a lesser goalie grabbing
the ball out of the back of the net.
The first goal of the night finally came

Soccer
on a seven-game streak
P
H

S

art

LUH soccer truly seems in top form.
The team is currently on a sevengame winning streak, which has moved
them up to No. 14 nationally on ESPN’s
high school soccer rankings. Senior Brian Bement was also named High School
Athlete of the Week by KTVI.
When asked about the recent rise to the
top 20, senior captain and midfielder Richie
Hoffman said, “We can’t let it go to our heads.
It’s pretty cool, but we have got a lot left
to do. We have to focus on dominating our
opponents and keep up our style of play.”
Throughout this week, the Bills have
been steadily taking apart opponents with
a seemingly unstoppable combiPHOTO BY TED WIGHT
nation of rock-solid defense and
a lightning-quick attack. Many of
the goals seem to come off great
clearances and crosses by senior
captain and back Rob Carr. His
calm demeanor on the field has set
the tone for the team.
Last Thursday, the team
trekked to St. Charles for a matchup
with Francis Howell North. Troubles with field conditions seemed to
affect the Bills initially, but as they
became settled, the attacks started
to flow like usual. The goals came
from juniors Paul Buehler, Mason
“The Ace” Suess, and Ryan Merrifield. It looked as if many more
Senior Richie Hoffman dribbles around a Vianney player
goals would have been possible
in the team’s victory last Tuesday.
had it not been for some very skilled
opposing goalkeeping.
when Merrifield took a through ball at the
On a bright and warm Saturday after- top of the box from fellow junior Tommy
noon, the Bills hosted unranked Jefferson Behr. Merrifield dribbled closer and closer
City. The fans were treated to a glimpse of to the goal while fighting off a Vianney
the depth of SLUH’s goalkeeping squad defender who was all over his back. Just as
when junior Ryan Suddarth got the start the goalie committed to coming off his mark
and eventually the shutout, his second of and challenging the attack, Merrifield spun
the season.
suddenly and ripped a spectacular shot past
Although it was hot, Hoffman was all the flat-footed goalie.
over the field and his efforts were rewarded
Eight minutes later Seuss unleashed a
when he scored his second goal of the shot that looked straight off a highlight reel.
season. Hoffman shouldn’t be overlooked A high pass came in, and Suess chested the
as an offensive threat, as most of the goals pass down to his foot and drilled a dirty
this season for the Jr. Bills have come off shot toward the far post. Vianney’s goalie
of great runs and passes by Hoffman.
was forced to lay out to get a fingertip on
Junior defenseman Sam Steurer beat the ball and prevent the goal.
the keeper on an odd shot from the inline
In the 34th minute, senior Ben Emnett
to make the game 2-0.
stepped up to score the insurance goal to end
The heat seemed to take a toll on both the game. After receiving a pass, Emnett beat
teams. Most of the second half was played two defenders on his own and blasted a shot
on Jeff City’s half of midfield with the Bills past the outstretched hands of the Griffin
attacking sporadically, although another goal goalie.
did not result.
After the game, Martel praised Emnett,
Tuesday night was the big game of the saying, “We talked about him pressuring Viweek. The Jr. Bills had an opportunity to anney’s wings at halftime, and that’s exactly
avenge their early loss to Vianney in the what he did. It was a great, great goal.”
CBC Tournament. Carr came out hot with
The Jr. Bills play next at MICDS, on
a precise free kick to the head of Steurer Monday, Oct. 18 at 4:15.
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Rachel Graczak bringing a fresh perspective to swimming team
by Mike Lumetta
sports editor

R

said Wehner.
At SLUH, Graczak has shifted the
attitude of the team away from individualism and toward a more cohesive, unified
team—an attitude rooted, to an extent, in
her experience as a girls’ coach. Of course,
Graczak has had to alter workouts in terms
of time intervals and yardage, but the more
significant change has come in mentality.
“The girls (at Cor Jesu) were very closeknit, they were very tight, whereas with the
boys, you have little tight-knit groups within
the big team,” said Graczak of the mentality
differences between boys and girls. “(Boys)
stay more centered and more focused getting
reading for their event. I’d like to try and
bring some more of the bonding and some
more of the support,” said Graczak. “That’s
what I’ve been trying to instill in the boys

achel Graczak is bringing something
new to the St. Louis U. High swim
program.
This fall, Graczak stepped into the
position of varsity swim coach, and in doing so she became the first woman to coach
a sport at SLUH since Bonnie Vega, who
coached golf from 1991 to 1996. Graczak
has a wealth of experience, having coached
male and female swimmers from ages four to
18 at venues including Cool Dell Swim and
Tennis Club, Parkway Swim Club, and Cor
Jesu. Her diverse experiences have allowed
her to coach the SLUH team effectively with
no prior experience in boys high school
swimming, and her perspective has added
a different team approach to the program.
Athletic Director Dick Wehner said
PHOTO BY MR. MATT SCIUTO
that the swim program desperately
needed a swim coach in June, when
then-assistant coach John Penilla left
the team to focus on his Advancement
Office work. Head coach Fritz Long had
resigned in April. As part of the search,
Wehner e-mailed the swimmers to see
if anyone knew of interested coaches.
Graczak heard of the opportunity
through senior Will Brennan, one of her
Cool Dell swimmers. Though Graczak
said that she was “leery” of applying
to coach at an all-boys school at first,
she also wanted to return to high school
coaching. She talked to friends and
family, as well as Wehner, and prayed,
and she applied.
Graczak said that her doubts about
SLUH had a lot to do with respect.
“I understand that you have to give
respect in order to receive respect, but
would boys listen to a female coach?”
she explained.
Wehner, though, had no doubts
about a female coach after Vega, and
he looked at the criteria he does for Swimming head coach Rachel Graczac gives Michael Slaughter
a pointer.
any opening: quality of the applicant’s
character, sportsmanship, and competence with the sport.
this year.”
“When she came in and she presented
For Graczak, this mentality manifests
what her concept was of the swim team, itself in many small ways. For example, she
how she could serve our kids as the varsity refers to the team’s two practice sessions as
swim coach, her enthusiasm, her passion—I 3:30 and 4:30 practice rather than varsity
thought that this would be a really good fit,” and JV practice because she does not want

Swimmers capture MCC
victory over Vianney, 7-2 now
by Cullin
reporter

T

Tripp

he Jr. Bills’ swim team (7-2) steamrolled Metro Catholic Conference
(MCC) opponent Vianney 130-56 on
Monday. Great swims from freshman
Luke Sloan, senior Steve Hoerr, and senior captain Michael Hagerty powered
them through Vianney.
“It was a good meet. There were a lot
of people, and we were able to have a lane
filled for every race. There were a lot of good
swims, and as we near the end of the season
the goals the guys have set are almost there,”
said coach Rachel Graczak.
As State approaches, the Swimbills
have yet to fill the 100 backstroke in the
State meet. Previously, the fastest time was
a 1:00.15 by Amir Paschal, two seconds

off State, but Sloan swam a 59.27 against
Vianney.
Sloan jumped out to an early lead, and
after the first 50, he was commanding the
race. With a strong finish, Sloan broke the
minute, bringing himself a second closer to
State. The entire team is hoping Sloan will
make State so they can fill the last event.
Graczak said, “The 37 dropped times
from the last meet show that we are still improving as a team, and that makes me happy
and hopeful for JV MCCs, MCCs, and the
State meet. I think our second-string guys
have really pulled through for us at these last
few meets, so it’s really great to see some of
the underclassmen getting a chance.”
Hoping to keep their win streak going,
the Swimbills will host the DeSmet Spartans
next Thursday.

FOOTBALL

(from 5)
moved into field goal territory. Silvestri
missed the attempt, however.
Eureka took over with two minutes
remaining. The Wildcats moved down the
field, and Ward did the rest with his right
foot.
SLUH will square up against Mehlville
as Districts begin across the state tonight.
The regular season means nothing now as
teams will have to duke it out within their

respective four-team groups to make it to
the playoffs. Mehlville went winless last
year, but so far this year they are 3-4. The
Jr. Bills have learned how to battle in close
games throughout the year with a schedule
that has tested them mentally and physically.
Senior captain Joe Blume said, “We’ve
lost every game except Webster by less than
a touchdown, and I think that prepares us
pretty well going into Districts.”

to segregate the team into two levels. Both
varsity and JV swimmers swim together at
almost every meet, with far less distinction
between the levels than in other sports. She
will also sometimes have a better swimmer
not swim for the sake of using the team’s
depth and getting everyone races.
One of the most significant things about
Graczak’s coaching, though, is her commitment to challenging swimmers with new
events. She regularly asks swimmers to try
different events in order to better the team
and stretch their versatility.
“It’s been pretty exciting to find that
some swimmers have really sparked in different events than what they’re used to,”
said Graczak.
“It helps people get exposure to different areas of their stroke that they didn’t
know before,” said senior captain Kevin
Kleinschmidt. “Like if they were just stuck
in freestyle, maybe they’ll be like a good
butterflier, and they never knew it.”
Senior captain Michael Hagerty said,
“I don’t like it, but I think it’s good for the
team.”
The diversity in strokes carries over
to practice, too. The swimmers do all four
strokes and work on technique this year,
whereas they used to swim mainly freestyle.
“We’re actually getting better at swimming and fitter and stronger,” said senior
captain John Lewis.
And the change has benefited the team;
it has qualified swimmers for State in every
event but the 100 back, an event which
freshman Luke Sloan is trying to fill at State.
Assistant coach Kevin Moore said that such
an accomplishment is rather rare.
More than anything else, Graczak hopes
that team unity will culminate in team ownership and a commitment to working for the
team. To this end, she lets team members
suggest workouts, ask to race in specific
events, or volunteer information about other
teams so that they have a “contribution factor.”
“Part of having a unified team also helps
make people feel more included and gives
them more of a sense of, ‘I want to do better,
because of the team, because it’s not just me
letting myself down, it’s me letting the team
down,’” Graczak said.
Kleinschmidt said, “She likes to focus
on bettering times, but as a whole she’ll say
so many dropped times for today. So that’s
great for our team.”
So far team unity is paying dividends for
SLUH; the team is currently 7-2 and riding
a six-game win streak.
Graczak has expectations for herself,
too. For her part, she came in hoping to learn
about SLUH and her swimmers more than
she did for those at Cor Jesu. She had some
of Cor Jesu’s valedictorians swimming for
her during her time there between 1996 and
2003 without realizing it. And with more
experience in teaching and in life, she wants
to be involved with other parts of SLUH
swimmers’ lives in her second stint of high
school coaching.
Graczak said, “It’s not just all about
books and you guys going to school, opening your books, taking your tests, and going
home. You’ve got more that you guys are
doing at school. And so I wanted to find out
what that more was so that I could try and fit
that into what we’re doing here at the pool.”

To learn about SLUH, Graczak has immersed herself in various parts of the school’s
culture. She has read issues of the Prep News,
watched the football game against Parkway
North, when she was particularly impressed
by the freshman Running of the Bills, and
attended the Back-to-School Mixer.
“I like to have a different dimension on
the swimmers so I can talk to them on more
than just a swimming level,” she said.
As for her earlier wariness about coaching at an all-boys school, Graczak’s fears
have dissipated for the most part. She said
she has encountered a level of respect at
SLUH that surpasses the level of respect
she sometimes gets as a Spanish teacher at
Seckman.
“(It) has made it that much easier for
me to adjust, if you want to call it that, to
an all-male group from an all-male school,”
she said.
Wehner said that Vega faced some
difficulties in her first year, but they were
because of her more stringent requirements
for the team, not her gender.
“There were some guys on the team who
were seniors who I don’t think appreciated
how much time and effort she put in,” Wehner
said. “She raised the expectation for the golf
team.”
But Graczak really has not experienced
such difficulties. “I have felt very welcomed,” she said. “It’s been fantastic.”
Graczak did feel the need to clarify to
her team at the beginning of the season that
they would certainly be working during the
season.
She said, “I did come in and let the boys
know, just because I’m a woman, it’s going
to be hard. I’m going to be giving you a lot
of stuff to do, we’re going to be swimming
strokes that you’re not used to, and for some
of the guys, I think it was a hard adjustment.”
However, that adjustment may not have
resulted from her gender.
“It’s hard when you get a new coach.
Period,” she said.
Wehner seconded that notion: “I think
whenever we have a new coach, whatever the
sport, there’s a feeling-out period between
the players and the coach. Always.”
Ultimately, Graczak hopes her presence
will have a positive impact on the SLUH
community by providing a female perspective.
“It can only transfer down to the boys
learning more tolerance so that ‘Oh no, this
is supposed to be a man’s job,’ or ‘Oh, this
is supposed to be a woman’s job’ (doesn’t
happen),” said Graczak. “So I think that has
helped the school out, (helped) the school’s
culture out.”
“For our kids to see people like Ms.
Graczak and (STUCO moderator) Mrs.
Dickens involved after school like they are,
I think it breaks down stereotypes,” said
Wehner. He compared Graczak to other
female leaders like Dickens and former
Community Service Program coordinator
Colleen Rockers.
And Graczak has had an effect on how
the team operates.
“There’s definitely a team feeling to it,”
said Kleinschmidt.
“I’ve had a blast. I have absolutely
enjoyed my time here,” Graczak said of her
overall coaching experience. She added,
“And I hope to be back again next year.”

(from 2)

collection folder and intimidate people into
giving something,” Hilker explained.
“There’s a lot of good will in that homeroom,” observed Paul Baudendistel, proud
homeroom teacher of M216, who appears
to be under the assumption that food could
not be the sole cause of such an outpouring
of generosity.
“In the end, it’s all for a good cause,”
junior Jack Howe remarked in a dual attempt
to place significance and a sense of finality
on his homeroom’s impressive achievement.

DONUTS

Johns, and bragging rights throughout the
school. Besides being the official counter
of the 439 items brought in, Hack took his
mathematical talents to Aldi’s, where he ingeniously bought over $100 worth of canned
goods worth sixty cents apiece in order to
maximize the can output for the class.
Junior L.J. Hernandez was the intimidating factor for the collection. “L.J. pushed us
to bring in goods. He’d go around with the
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Obituary

Barnidge, ’58,
Backer Award
winner,
dies
It is not common for the Prep News to

run obituaries, especially if the deceased
is not a current student or faculty member.
But Robert Barnidge, ’58, was an uncomPHOTO COURTESY OF RAVETTA
mon man. An
alumnus, father
of five alumni,
former Father’s
Club president,
and Backer
Award winner,
Barnidge was
a SLUH man
through and
through. He
died last SaturRobert Barnidge
day, Oct. 9, due
to complications with pneumonia. He had
struggled with pancreatic cancer since last
December.
Barnidge attended St. Louis University
and studied psychology after he graduated
from SLUH. He went on to earn an MBA
from Washington University in St. Louis.
In 1964, Barnidge moved to New York,
where he worked as a loan officer for Citibank for four years. Barnidge began work
on a Ph.D. at New York University before
he moved back to St. Louis in 1968.
Back in St. Louis, Barnidge worked for
a short time at Mallinckrodt as a merger and
acquisitions specialist. In 1970, Barnidge
put that experience to work as one of the
first investment bankers at A.G. Edwards.
The company went public the next year, and
Barnidge helped guide the firm to national
prominence as the Vice President for Investment Banking. He retired in 2002 after over
30 years with the firm.
Barnidge always had a deep affection
for the Jesuits. He served as Father’s Club
president in 1997-1998, and was on the
board of the White House Retreat center.
Barnidge was a generous benefactor to the
school for many years, devoting time and
resources whenever he could.
SLUH recognized Barnidge with the
Backer Award, the school’s highest alumni
honor last spring. The award ceremony was
moved up because Barnidge and the other
Backer recipient, David Fleming, S.J., were
both battling cancer.
In an interview with the Prep News last
spring, Barnidge spoke about his faith, life,
and his illness. He was not afraid to die,
Barnidge said, but trusted in God’s will.
“One of the (Ignatian) principles is
indifference—indifference to things of the
world,” said Barnidge last spring. “It’s a bit
like humility of non-worldliness. You know,
don’t hold on to things in this world.”
“Because if you’re a believer, you know
where you’re going because it’s the objective
of your life, what you’ve been aiming for,
and so it’s not an issue. Maybe you don’t
want to go yet. I’d love to have 10 more
years with my grandchildren, but you don’t
get that choice, and I was lucky to get 69
years of a good life. You know, you can’t
be regretful. You have to be grateful,” said
Barnidge.
In addition to his volunteer work within
the SLUH community, Barnidge was active
in his parish, Immacolata, as well as Habitat
for Humanity, Catholic Charities, and the St.
Vincent de Paul Society, to name a few. He
was a daily communicant.
Barnidge’s cancer spread to his lungs
earlier this year and his health deteriorated
throughout the summer and early fall. He was
hospitalized two weeks ago with pneumonia.
Barnidge is survived by his wife Nancy
of many years, a former SLUH Mother’s
Club president; and five sons: Robert Jr.,
’95, George, ’97, Patrick, ’99, Peter, ’00,
and John Barnidge, ’03.
A wake will be held this evening from 3-8
p.m. at Lupton Chapel, 7233 Delmar Blvd. A
funeral will be held Saturday at 10:00 a.m.
at Immacolata Church in Clayton.

JV soccer nearly undefeated
by Evan Becton
reporter

T

he SLUH JV soccer team has been
riding a wave of excellence since the
start of the season. The JV captains—junior midfielder Logan Welge and junior
backs Dan Williams and James Boeckmann—have the team looking cohesive
despite the loss of junior back Greg Evens
to a broken foot in only the third game.
The team has an impressive 7-0-3 record
after starting the year off with a five-game
winning streak. The team has become more
confident with each win.
But even with this confident attitude,
the team has still been challenged by many
tough opponents, including a controversial

game against the CBC Cadets. A tight
game throughout, with both teams scoring
frequently because of muddy conditions on
the field, the game ended in a 3-3 draw, but
only because the referee called time just as
junior forward Joey Gasperoni looked ready
to score the winning goal.
This draw would be the first of several
as the Jr. Bills tied games against DeSmet
(1-1) and CBC (0-0).
However, in the very next game, the
JV soccer squad found its rhythm again,
dominating Francis Howell North in 7-0
rout followed by a 2-0 victory over Jefferson
City.
“I think that we’re coming along, and
as the season has been going along, we’re

see JV SOCCER, 8

JV XC sports deep talent
by Eric Mueth
assistant sports editor

D

espite faltering in tough meets
around the area and out of state, this
year’s JV cross country team is once again
very deep and talented. Solid finishes at
Forest Park, Palatine and Ladue have
showed what a great program SLUH cross
country has.
“Wherever we go to meets, our JV is
consistently near the front, and that is something we have always taken pride in—having
a very deep program,” said head coach Joe
Porter.
The Jr. Bills began the season at McNair
Park in St. Charles for the First Capitol
Invitational. As the team had done in years
past, they swept the field for a 15-point
victory and the first seven spots. Freshman
John Esswein passed his brother, junior Joe
Esswein, with 600 meters to go and never
looked back, winning his first high school
5K in a time of 18:09.
At the Forest Park XC Festival, SLUH
ran a lower-level JV squad, putting its top
18 runners in the varsity race. Junior Paul
Fentress had an outstanding race, placing
10th overall with a time of 18:40 on the
muddy course. The team fought its way to
a 5th-place finish behind the top JV squads
of quality teams.
A junior and senior JV team headed to
Sioux Passage the following Saturday to
battle the hills at the Paul Enke Invitational.
The top six SLUH runners finished in the
top 25 of the race, which was good enough
for a seven-point victory over St. Dominic.
Only three days after the victory at Sioux
Passage, the juniors and seniors toed the line
at the Fox Warrior Invitational. Despite the
loss, SLUH held their ground for a solid
second-place finish, placing the top five
runners in the 9th through 15th slots.
While the group of runners from Enke
and Fox recovered from the back-to-back
meets, the JV top seven prepared for the
Palatine Invitational near Chicago, Ill. The

course measured about 150 meters short of
the usual 5000. Sophomore Tom Laughlin
was the only medalist for SLUH, placing 15th
in the loaded field. Sophomore Joe Archer
was next for SLUH in 26th, followed by Joe
Esswein and sophomore Matt Nicholson in
29th and 30th, respectively. All three ran
converted times below 17:15 helping SLUH
to finish 5th overall.
“We went out really fast, got really good
times, which was very exciting,” said Joe
Esswein. “In Illinois they have very, very
good runners, including their JV runners.”
With a loaded JV team, the harriers
outlasted O’Fallon (Ill.), winning by eleven
points at the Jorgenson Inv. at Queeny Park.
Juniors Michael Pollihan and Jimmy Griffard
led the way with times of 18:16 and 18:17,
respectively, which earned them 5th and 6th
overall. Senior Riley Konzen out-kicked
O’Fallon’s top runner for the 7th spot overall
in the race, only two ticks back from Griffard.
“We had a whole bunch of guys packing
up together and beating O’Fallon, and their
varsity is ranked nationally,” said Porter.
“It’s the time of the season when the
guys at the top of the JV just outside of the
varsity top 14 know that from Queeny on,
every race is going to matter so every performance you give has got to be your best,”
said Konzen.
Last Saturday the Jr. Bills raced in the
Metro Catholic Conference championship
at a new venue: because of construction at
Chaminade, the meet was held at Forest Park
Central Fields. SLUH took the top seven
spots of the race and 22 of the 30 medals.
Junior Jack Milford blazed to victory in
17:10, and was followed by Laughlin at
17:20. Nicholson (17:35), Archer (17:38),
and Pollihan (17:39) rounded out SLUH’s
top five JV runners.
Next up is the Borgia Invitational at
Big Driver in Washington, Mo. The JV will
include seniors, juniors and sophomores
starting lower on the depth chart. Nevertheless, they hope to gain a victory once again.

JV swimming ready for MCCs
by David
reporter

R

Greaves

oughly three-fourths of the way
through the junior varsity swimming
season, the team has begun its yardage
taper in preparation for the upcoming
JV Metro Catholic Conference meet. JV
swimmers swim exhibition races in the
same meets as the varsity, and they have
honed their skills and dropped time in
several meets so far.
Freshman Nick Thomas said of his
progress this season, “I think I’ve improved
a lot, honestly. Like, before, I couldn’t do
butterfly or backstroke, and now I can do
both pretty good.”
The team as a whole has improved similarly, and the results reflect the team’s hard
work at practice and improvement overall.
Head coach Rachel Graczak’s commitment
to swimmers trying different strokes has been
one reason for the growth.
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Graczak said about the team’s overall
improvement, “A few swimmers have
learned new strokes ... and the rest have
improved their strokes. And when you’ve
got improved strokes, you’ve got improved
times.”
For example, freshman Will Morrison
shaved 4 seconds off his original time trial
in the 50-yard freestyle, coming in at 29.87,
and freshman Ryan Bub dropped an incredible 9 seconds off of his 100 butterfly time.
With JV MCCs approaching, the JV team
is beginning its taper—a gradual drop in
yardage as a big meet approaches.
“I’m looking for some good stuff at
the MCCs. I think all the guys will do very
well,” said Graczak.
With the end of the season fast approaching, the JV swimmers are working
harder than ever at practices, and the level
of team spirit is as high as can be.

sports updates

JV Football (1-6)
Monday, October 11
Eureka 41, SLUH 0
Focusing on the positives from last week’s
41-0 loss to Eureka, Jack Hovater had a
team-high 12-tackles, accompanied by 7
from Alex Mackin, 5 from Xavier Reese
and 5 from Joe Kusky. Offensively, SLUH
combined for 167 passing yards.
—Drew Brunts
C Football (5-3)
Tuesday, October 12
DeSmet 29, SLUH 7
SLUH stayed even with rival DeSmet
in the first half by sending an excellent
pass rush. Offensively, the Jr. Bills and
the Spartans stayed tied at 7 going into
halftime. In the second half, DeSmet took
the lead and dealt SLUH their first loss in
the MCC.
—Robert Braddock
C Soccer (14-0)
Saturday, October 9
SLUH 2, CBC 1
SLUH achieved a victory against CBC,
led by two great goals by John Espenschied and Brian Fletcher. They continued their great teamwork and ball control
and protected their untouchable record.
—Michael Daugherty
Tuesday, October 12
SLUH 2, Vianney 1
Chris Berutti and Lou Goedeker both
scored goals in the first half to counter
Vianney’s goal. SLUH’s defense held on
to get another win over Vianney.
—Stephen Lumetta
B Soccer (10-0)
Tuesday, October 12
SLUH 1, Vianney 0
Sophomore Nick Kocisak scored the lone
goal early in the game when sophomore
Joe Grady let the ball roll through his legs
on a Matt Steurer cross. Kocisak tapped
the ball into the net as the Jr. Bills beat the
Griffins for the second time this season.
—Justin Sinay
Thursday, October 14
SLUH 3, O’Fallon 2
The Jr. Bills led 3-0 at the half with goals
by sophomores Teddy Thorpe, Tony
Bright, and Mike Michler, who sniped his
shot into the upper corner of the net. But
the Bills fended off O’Fallon’s second half
rally as they kept their win streak alive.
—Justin Sinay
JV Soccer (6-0-3)
Thursday, October 7
SLUH 7, Francis Howell North 0
The SLUH JV soccer squad had an allaround dominating victory over Francis
Howell North. Juniors Ben Thomas and
Luke Gilsinger both had two goals and
juniors Joey Gasperoni, Logan Welge, and
Dan Laughlin each had one goal.
—Evan Becton
JV Cross Country
Saturday, October 9
First at MCC Championship
The Jr. Bills dominated the JV, race taking
the top seven places and 22 of the 30 medals. Junior newcomer Jack Milford ran to
a first place finish in 17:10 and sophomore
Tom Laughlin followed in 17:20. SLUH’s
top 10 JV all finished below 18:15.
C Cross Country
Saturday, October 9
First at MCC Championship
Freshman standout John Esswein decided
to run his first freshman race and ran away
with the victory in 17:41. Tom Rubio,
Michael Swan and Peter Rackers earned
varsity letters by finishing sub-18:15.
JV Swimming
Monday, October 11
SLUH vs. Vianney
Freshman Ryan Bub dropped 9 seconds
from his time trial at the beginning of
the season in the 100 fly. Also, freshman
Larry Hoerr dropped 4 seconds in his 100
breast stroke.
—David Greaves
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that it was “intimidating at first, because he’s a Broadway
actor, but later on you see how much he becomes a mentor.”
This performance of Oliver! is anything but a traditional
theater production, as many of the roles are filled by children
with disabilities. The St. Louis chapter of Variety operates
the Variety Children’s Theater, and casts many children
with various handicaps—some physical, some mental—in
conjunction with professional actors of ranging ages for
their plays. The majority of them act in the show, mostly in
ensemble roles, but a few serve as assistants to the directors.
“Our auditions are open, but it seems to be more of
a graduated process, as many of the children may have
participated in our children’s chorus ... through that, they’ll
have had training in singing,” said Jen Peters, Variety’s
Communications Director.
“It’s an experience not like anything else,” said Probst
on working with special needs children. “It’s really great,
really uplifting, and makes me grateful for what I have and
what God’s given me.”
“The first time, it was really interesting to see how you
can work with different types of people,” said Schimmele.
As the production progressed, however, he, along with the
rest of the cast, noticed that their disabilities did not affect
their performances.
“We could look past their disabilities,” said Schimmele.
Probst and Schimmele have had to miss school for long
blocks of time to attend rehearsal, but, according to Probst,
the crew has been very accommodating, most recently letting him leave rehearsal early to prepare for the PSAT.
“The cast has been really great,” said Probst. “There’s
a great atmosphere and this positive, energetic attitude that
you feel, and there’s a professional manner too.”
Oliver! will be performed Friday at 9:00 a.m. and 8:00
p.m., Saturday at 2:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m., and Sunday at
2:00 p.m., all at the Blanche Touhill Performing Arts Center
on the campus of UM-St. Louis.

PRESEASON HOCKEY
The St. Louis U. High hockey team lost Wednesday night in
the second game of its preseason to a highly-ranked Francis Howell Central (FHC) team by a score of 4-2. SLUH
controlled the first two periods and got out to a 2-0 lead on
goals by sophomore Chase Berger and junior Dan Warnecke.
However, the third period proved to be a nightmare as the
Jr. Bills allowed four goals, including an empty-netter, and
lost the game.
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getting better. Towards the end of the season now we’ve
finally been coming together as a team and it’s really helping us,” said Gasperoni.
The team’s stifling defense has led to the undefeated
record. With its combination of superior skill and chemistry,
the squad has allowed more than one goal only once on
the season. Junior midfielder Luke Gilsinger said that the
defenders have done a very good job of shutting down the
opponents’ scoring opportunities and then passing the ball
to the midfield, opening up easing scoring opportunities for
the Jr. Bills.
“Our defense is very consistent. They stop the attackers
and distribute the ball to the midfielders’ feet very well,”
said Gilsinger.
Welge added that he thought the team’s chemistry was
playing a big role in its success. “We haven’t lost a game,
so that means we (must) have great chemistry.”
With only two games and a tournament left to play,
the JV soccer team looks like it could be well on its way to
an undefeated season. Gilsinger said he thinks the team’s
present success will translate to wins in the future.
“I think we definitely should go undefeated for the rest
of the season, hopefully no more ties. I think some of the
players on JV will definitely make big contributions to the
varsity next year,” said Gilsinger.

LIFE
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build on Life Week and implement some new features next
year, along with more pro-life events later this year. Among
the new events they hope to pursue are guest speakers, a
pro-life Mass, a pro-life cupcake day, and possibly an assembly.
The Students for Life Club also hopes to make more
students aware of Life Week. Burke felt like the event went
well for its first time, but he felt like they needed to do a
better job about publicizing the event.
“We didn’t really promote it that much,” Burke said.
“It’s our first pro-life week, and it was rough organizing it. It wasn’t bad for its first time, but it could have been
better,” Farel said.
In addition to all of the new events and programs the
Students for Life Club will hold, they will also be profiled
in the St. Louis Review sometime later in the year.

Used cell

phones wanted

Forecast printed with permission of
the National Weather Service.
St. Louis, MO Weather
Service Office
Phone: 636-441-8467
Compiled by Conor Gearin

NHS will be collecting used and
broken cell phones beginning the
week after exams on October 25.
The cell phones will be donated
to Shelter Alliance, which will,
in turn, recycle the phones and
give money to Lydia’s House, a
shelter for victims of domestic
violence. Please use this opportunity to dispose of your old phones
responsibly while benefiting a
great cause!
the

Prep News wants

you
To come up for an article,
photo, or cartoon assignment
after school today in J220.

YE WHO LOVE YOUR
SCHOOL:

ENLIST!

MAD MEN

quote
of the week

“No one asked you to
euthanize this company ...
someone get my shoes.”
—BERTRAM COOPER
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Today
Schedule R
Flu Shot Clinic
AP	
College Reps:
Creighton University (M115)
University of Puget Sound (8:30am)
The George Washington University (10:30am)
Georgetown University (12:45pm)
Freshman Bashball:
Backer/Xavier vs. Campion
Dunn/Regis vs. Hagan
Snack–Mozz Sticks
6pm
Reunions—Classes of ’65 and ’70
7pm
Football vs. Mehlville
Lunch Special—Brunch for Lunch
Healthy—Seasoned Chicken Filet
Saturday, October 16
8am
Cross Country @ Borgia
8pm
Fall Ball @ The Sheldon
Sunday, October 17

9:30am Grandparents Mass
11am KEEN
12pm National College Fair

Monday, October 18

4:15pm
4:30 pm

College Reps:
Seton Hall University (8:20am)
University of Miami (9am)
Tulane University (10:30am)
Macalester College (11:30am)
C Soccer vs. MICDS
Soccer vs. MICDS
JV Football @ Mehlville

Schedule H

Tuesday, October 19

Exam Schedule

Wednesday, October 20

Exam Schedule

Thursday, October 21

Exam Schedule

Exams: English and Foreign Language
Exams: Science and History
4pm
Swimming vs. CBC
Exams:
4pm
4:30pm
7pm

Math and Theology
Swim vs. DeSmet
C Football vs. Hazelwood West
Hockey @ Top Hat Tourney vs. CBC

4pm
7pm

Cross Country @ Clayton Invite
Football vs. DeSmet

8am
9:30am
12pm
12pm
2pm

ACT
Cross Country @ Districts
C Soccer vs. Chaminade
B Soccer @ Chaminade
Soccer @ Chaminade

Friday, October 22

No Classes

Saturday, October 23

Sunday, October 24
10am Mother-Son Lunch
10am CISL Speech

Monday, October 25

Schedule R

Tuesday, October 26

Schedule R

Junior White House Retreat
AP	
Snack–Mini Tacos
4pm
B Soccer @ Parkway South
4pm
Swimming @ Chaminade
6pm
Soccer vs. Parkway South
Lunch Special—Lil Charlie’s Pizza
Healthy—Fish ’n’ Chips

Junior White House Retreat
Sophomore Retreats
1st Quarter Grades Due
AP	
Rosary
Snack–Pepperoni Boscos
Senior Mom’s Bake Sale (Lunch)
4pm
B Soccer @ Parkway South
4pm
Swimming @ Chaminade
6pm
Soccer vs. Parkway South
Lunch Special—Chicken Rings
Healthy—Popcorn Chicken
Schedule R
Wednesday, October 27
Junior White House Retreat
Sophomore Retreats
AP	
Freshman English Tutorial
Snack–Turnovers
Senior Mom’s Bake Sale (Lunch)
4:30pm JV/C Cross Country @ Findley Invite
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Healthy—Enchilada
Schedule R
Thursday, October 28
Junior White House Retreat
Sophomore Retreats
AP	
Freshman English Tutorial
Snack–Bosco Sticks
4pm
B Soccer @ CBC
JV Soccer @ Chaminade
4:30pm JV Football @ Lindbergh
6pm
Soccer @ CBC
Lunch Special—Papa Johns Pizza
Healthy—Philly Cheese Steak
No Classes
Friday, October 29
No Classes-Faculty Retreat
4pm
Cross Country @ Clayton Invite
7pm
Football @ Lindbergh

