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Cross Country victorious at State
Ten-point victory in Jefferson City

Will Bufe
Reporter
ad it not been for senior Caleb Ford’s
powerful second-place triumph,
the dedication and passion of junior Tim
Rackers’ push up the final hill after taking
a fall 100 meters from the finish line, or
senior Tim McLaughlin’s courageous and
inspiring third mile, the St. Louis U. High
cross country team may not have been
able to pull out its second state championship in three years. But last Saturday at the
Oak Hills Golf Center in Jefferson City, it
seemed like everything worked itself out.
	Three-time state championship coach
Jim Linhares was overjoyed and filled with
emotion after seeing his men capture the
State title. “Coming back to the tent after we
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heard the news…it
was really special.
These guys worked
hard all year and it
paid off,” he said.
	Students, parents, and alumni
packed the course,
firing up the team
with favorite cheers.
Senior Ben Ford led
the swarm of blue- SLUH Cross Country team runs to State Championship victory at Oak Hills Country Club
painted students,
again led the way for the Jr. Bills. Battling
reciting speeches from Braveheart and Lord through an unseasonably warm 77-degree
of the Rings. “We, the fans, issued raw justice, day, Ford pounded out a second-place finish,
respectfully,” Ford reflected.
finishing with a time of 16:22.
After winning the conference, district,
“When I saw (first place finisher) Danny
and sectional championships, Ford once
see STATE, 13
PHOTO COURTESY OF MOMILESPLIT.COM

Soccer Heads to Quarterfinals

photo by Mr. Matt Sciuto

ACSA discusses spirit,
diversity

Matt Bettonville
Editor in Chief
he Advisory Committee for Student
Affairs (ACSA) met with Assistant
Principal for Student Life Brock Kesterson
for the first time this year Monday night in
the Robinson Library. Discussion focused
on school spirit, diversity, and student cell
phone use.
Kesterson started the discussion by
updating the students, parents, and faculty
members that make up the ACSA on past
issues that the committee has discussed,
most notably theft, which Kesterson said
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Senior Grant Welge braces for impact after battling a Francis Howell North defender. The Soccerbills
went on to win 2-0, advancing to the state quarterfinals. See article, pg. 5.

see ACSA, 10
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JSEA reps visit, discuss litur- Gilfoil, ‘10,
gies at quadrennial meeting makes AllState Chorus
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Kevin Kimes
Reporter
group of 45 campus ministers from
Jesuit schools all over the country
visited St. Louis U. High last Thursday.
The ministers met for Jesuit Secondary
Education Association (JSEA) meetings,
held every four years in a different city.
This year the meetings were held at the
Our Lady of the Snows Shrine in Belleville, Ill. While at the JSEA meeting,
the campus ministers were invited to visit
SLUH.
	This year, SLUH Jesuit Superior Carl
Heumann, S.J., organized the visit as well
as a JSEA meeting to discuss liturgy planning. After arriving at SLUH last Thursday
around 4:00 p.m., the campus ministers
congregated in the Currigan Room to listen
to two presentations on how liturgies have
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been planned at their respective schools.
According to computer teacher John
Tran, S.J., both speakers emphasized that in
their schools “the Mass has become a student
event, a whole school event, instead of a
show put on by a few in campus ministry.”
	The presentations were followed by a
half-hour brainstorm session in which the
ministers discussed how to make their own
liturgies better. According to Tran, the main
discussion for some of these groups was how
to change the space available for Mass.
“It was about architecture. How do you
adapt the space that you have to make it better
for the liturgy?” said Tran.
After the meeting, the visiting ministers
attended Mass and were then given tours of
SLUH by four SLUH President’s Ambassadors: seniors James Fister, Mark McBride,

see JSEA, 3

Golterman gets 36 on ACT
Eric Lewis
Core Staff
enior Rob Golterman earned a 36 on
the ACT on Oct. 24, becoming the
third member of the St. Louis U. High
class of 2010 and the fourteenth SLUH
student since 2005 to do so. It was Golterman’s third attempt at the feat.
	The science section of the test had been
the most challenging section for him the
previous two times he had taken the test, so
Golterman “got more sleep and practiced a
lot of science” to prepare for the October
test date.
“I woke up (and) put on my lucky banana
boxers,” said Golterman of the morning of
the test. His mother made him a breakfast of
scrambled eggs, raisin cinnamon toast, and
a V8 Splash to prepare him for the day.
“I had already sharpened my pencils
and laid out everything the night before,”
Golterman continued. “So I just grabbed it
(all) and drove to the test site,” Lindbergh
Senior High School.
He saw a lot of grade school friends there
and faced a lot of questions about why he was
taking it again after having already achieved

S

a good score on an earlier test date.
Golterman recalled his feeling upon
leaving the test, “For the first time, I had
extra time left over on science, and I felt
confident for the rest of the day.”
Checking his score online on Tuesday
morning, Golterman discovered that he had
received a 36 in the critical reading and science sections and a 35 in math and English.
The scores in the latter two surprised him because they were usually his best sections.
“Well, I was pretty nervous,” said Golterman of his score. “And then when I saw
it on there, I had to double-check, and then
I just started smiling.”
ACT Prep teacher Craig Hannick was
not surprised by Golterman’s success,
saying, “He worked hard and already had
good scores. He also put a lot of work into
achieving his goal. A 36 is rare, and (the
SLUH community is) fortunate to have a
good number of them.
“We should be proud to have an average
of a 29.8 for the class (of 2010),” Hannick
continued. “I think (it) is a really good score
and something the entire faculty and class
can be proud of.”

Luke Chellis
Core Staff
enior Patrick Gilfoil will perform tenor in this year’s Missouri Choral Director Association’s All-State Choir in the
months of December and January. He was
one of only 16 to be accepted from the St.
Louis Metro 8 District Choir. The St. Louis District is one of eleven in the state.
The road to state began with the district
audition, said Gilfoil. Gilfoil, senior Patrick
Nacanaynay, and sophomores Adam Hunn
and Sam Herbig were the only members of
St. Louis U. High to attempt districts. All
four made disrict chorus.
	The blind audition for districts took place
on Oct. 10 at DeSmet Jesuit High. Students
were expected to prepare one song, which
they delivered to a panel of judges who faced
the wall, evaluating vocal quality alone.
Then, students were expected to “spot-read”
a few measures, singing a song they had not
prepared in front of the panel, said Gilfoil.
Altogether, the District Choir is made up of
a little over 100 students.
	The task of the St. Louis Metro 8 District
Choir is to perform a concert at Lindenwood
University’s new Performing Arts Center.
	The audition for All-State consists of
only one standard song, “My Spirit Sang All
Day,” by Gerald Finzi. The students each
audition individually, singing their chosen
part to a track of the other three.
	To prepare for districts, the four who
were planning to audition broke from the
rest of the Varsity Chorus class to work with
Jerry Quinn, who has accompanied the chorus
on the piano for the SLUH Choir Concert
and served as a part-time vocal and musical
clinician for about seven years, since each
had his own song to practice.
For the state audition, however, even
though most of the class was not involved,
chorus teacher Joseph Koestner led the whole
class through “My Spirit Sang All Day.”
Koestner also helped the singers prepare
in a different capacity. “Doc (Koestner) is
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see GILFOIL, 4
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Letter to the Editors
Schneier ‘10 enthusiastic for fall sports
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To the Editors,
Well, after coming home from Chaminade on Saturday, it was
hard not to like what you saw. Our soccer team had just given us
a long-overdue win, and soon after, we learned that our amazing
cross country squad had brought home another state title, its second
in three years. Let’s not forget football too. They had a wonderful
season, overcoming an enormous amount of injuries to qualify for
the playoffs for the fourth straight year, the first time that has happened since 1996-1999. Swimming also just barely missed out on
what would have been their eighth consecutive MCC title by a mere
10 points. Overall, it’s been a great fall sports season.
However, there’s been a lot of talk recently as to whether sports
are a central aspect of school spirit here at SLUH. Many people
believe that sports are just as integral to school spirit as other activities, such as theater, community service, and clubs. On that front, I
agree. Our focus can’t be just on sports. However, when we are in
the midst of such a great season and playoff run, as we are now, I
believe that we must go all out, and support out teams as they make
a run to state.
 	 When Pat Macauley scored the first goal on Saturday, the student section went nuts. Correction, it went berserk!!! To be honest,
the student section was the best many of us had seen in a very long
time. Everybody cheered, everybody stayed around, and everybody
paid attention to the game. Truth be told, it was perfection.
I hope that this remains the case for the rest of soccer’s playoff
run in the coming weeks. For the past three years, our teams have
been victimized by bad referee calls and dumb luck (Chaminade
2006, Rockhurst 2007, and Chaminade 2008). Every one of those
years, our SoccerBills could have, and should have won the state
title, but for whatever reason, we just couldn’t get it done. Like Mr.
Martel says, “Soccer can be a cruel game.”
	This year, however, let’s do our part to make sure that it doesn’t
happen again.  Many of the juniors and seniors remember those three
amazing weeks back in 2007, when the soccer team competed in
the playoffs at Soccer Park, beating Ft. Zumwalt South, CBC and
Mehlville, before falling short against Rockhurst in the state final. It
was an amazing time. At every game, the whole school practically

JSEA

(from 2)
Dan Hermsmeier, and Joel Geders.
According to Fister, the visitors “were
blown away” by the Danis Field House
and the art rooms, especially the ceramics
room.
According to Heumann, the new
Campus Ministry office along with SLUH’s
commitment to campus ministry impressed
the visitors as well.
“We are a school that is highly blessed,”
Heumann said. “What happens at a meeting
like this is that people get to share ideas and

turned out. All of us sang “John Jacob, Jingle Heimerschmidt”,
chanted “USA, USA…” whenever Tommy Meyer touched the
ball, and yelled “LUIS!!!!” whenever goalie Luis Soffner made a
save. To be frank, they weren’t just games; they were experiences
of brotherhood. All of us went down to the field after those state
games and congratulated the team.
That is what school spirit is: everyone joining together for a
common purpose and picking their brothers up.
Last week’s editorial pointed out that sports are not the only
aspect of school spirit that warrant hoopla, such as belly brigades
and trailers. That is 100 percent true. I am a proud member of the
Dauphin Players and will participate in this winter’s musical, Urinetown. Nothing is better for an actor than to see a full house that
is attentive and responsive to the lines of the play. However, school
spirit, in the realm of sports, demands a different kind of loyalty.
The tradition of St. Louis U. High athletics fosters that same school
spirit by calling on everyone to join together as a unit and support
their classmates, win, lose or draw.
 	Now, it is our turn to carry on that tradition. Freshmen and
sophomores, just about all of you have never really seen playoff
soccer at Soccer Park. As I said above, it’s definitely something
you want to be a part of before you graduate. Up until last year’s
hockey championship, the largest crowds I had ever seen for high
school sports were at Soccer Park, rooting on their respective sides
towards a soccer championship. The team needs all of you in the
stands, period. The only way we will win state in soccer is if we
get everyone in the stands for these next crucial games. Everyone
needs to cheer, chant, sing, yell at the top of their lungs etc... The
best European teams never lose at home. Why, because their fans
create an atmosphere so favorable to the home team, that the opposition simply can’t get the fans out of their minds. Let’s make Soccer
Park, OUR HOUSE!!! Turn it into our stadium. Get comfortable
with it, because we’ll be there very often over the next few weeks.
Join with your classmates, wear white tomorrow, and be a part of
the brotherhood.
John Schneier ‘10

programs. It helps us to think about what we
are doing and if there are different ways to
do things. ”
The goal of the JSEA meetings is to
promote the growth of connections between
Jesuit high schools and institute a standard
educational system with similar visions and
goals. For example, the Graduate at Graduation (Grad at Grad) document was made at
previous JSEA meetings with the input of the
campus ministers, who act as representatives
to their schools.

Corrections and
Amplifications

-The photo of the French exchange students
on pg. 4 of last week’s issue was actually
taken by Mrs. Jennifer Crespin.
-Freshman swimmer Nick Koors’ name was
misspelled in last week’s swimming article
on pg. 6.
-The photo of senior racquetball player Mark
Kissel on page 7 of last week’s issue was
actually taken by senior Mike Dryden.
-The weather forecast printed on pg. 15 of
last week’s issue was mistakenly the forecast
from the previous week.
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Seniors ride Segways at Science Center
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Ben Kim
News Editor
cience teacher Helen McCormack
took 12 students from her senior PreEngineering class as well as ASC math
teacher Jeff Scott to the St. Louis Science
Center (SLSC) on Monday to learn how to
ride Segways. According to McCormack,
the field trip was meant to be a starting
point for the class’ next topic, future innovations, during which students will have
to research a new or recent innovation and
give a presentation.
Introduced in 2001, the Segway is an
electrical, upright, two-wheeled transportation device that requires the user to stand on
a platform between the wheels. Equipped
with various electronics, motors, and gyroscopes, the self-stabilizing Segway moves
when the user leans forward or backwards
and turns according to the movements of the
handlebar or shaft. According to Segway’s
website, a Segway can go 12.5 mph and has
an operating range of 24 miles on a single
battery charge.
“It’s a fun trip,” said McCormack. “It’s
a reward for being seniors, and (they) get to
do something off the map. It’s interesting to
see new inventions that are out there.”

Before going to the SLSC, students
watched a required safety video during their
class last Friday, which covered safety equipment and procedures and basic operation
instructions. During their 90-minute Segway
101 class on Monday in the Exploradome
lobby, students worked with three instructors
and learned how to operate the two available
Segway models, the HT and PT.
After successfully completing an obstacle course, which consisted of wooden
boards on two mats and a ramp, the students
received their Segway Operator License.
The students spent the rest of the time riding
seven Segways around the lobby.
The students enjoyed learning how to
use the Segways, and many preferred the
newer personal transporter model, which had
a leaning shaft for easier steering instead of
a twisting handlebar like the original human
transporter.
“It was just really neat,” said senior Zach
Harris. “It’s something that you don’t usually
experience at school, and since it was a field
trip, it was nice to have something right there
like the Science Center.”
“It was pretty cool. I have never ridden
a Segway before, so it was a pretty neat
experience,” said senior Alex Paino.

According to Public Programs Assistant
Kristine Golden, who taught the SLUH
students at the Segway School, for most
people, the ramp is typically the more difficult
part to complete. But in the case of SLUH
students, the bumps proved to be the harder
obstacle.
“(SLUH students) did really good with
switching, sharing, and listening to what
we were saying about moving around the
course,” said Golden. “This was a good
group to work with.”
In terms of cost, SLUH students enjoyed
a discounted $15 fee per person as opposed
to the regular $35 one. According to McCormack and Golden, this is due to the sharing
of facilities and services that occurs often
between SLUH and the SLSC.
According to McCormack, this is the
third time she has personally done this field
trip, which was originally organized for the
Pre-Engineering class by former SLUH
teacher Michelle Perrin. McCormack also
said that Segways are becoming more common, citing how three current students had
already ridden one before the field trip while
no past student had. She isn’t sure if she will
make a new field trip, but at the very least, she
plans to do this trip again next semester.

(from 2)
instrumental because he has to go through
all of the gymnastics and submit the proper
paperwork and all that kind of stuff to make
sure that we are involved,” said Quinn. “And
then of course he has to get the music, and
he has to arrange the auditions. He’s very,
very important. … Koestner’s one of the very
best Choral Directors in the city. We’re very
fortunate to have him.”
	All other preparation for All-State was
left to Gilfoil on his own. Koestner provided
him with a copy of the track which included
both the “music minus one” as well as the
complete work.
“I don’t know if it was just me, but I
didn’t find it to be too difficult of a song,”
said Gilfoil.
Gilfoil’s singing career began in the
third grade when he started to sing in his
parish’s Children’s Choir and then later the
Teen’s Choir. Besides taking classes from

Koestner, the only other vocal training Gilfoil
has received began sophomore year when he
began weekly lessons with a professional
vocal trainer.
“His training with (the vocal teacher)
shows,” said Quinn.
	The All-State Choir culminates in a
weekend concert at Tantarra Resort at the
Lake of the Ozarks, open to all to attend.

The Missouri Department of Transportation announced that Interstate 64 (Highway
40) will reopen between Interstate 170 and
Kigshighway on Dec. 7. Prepare yourselves
for the revolution.
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Gilfoil

Live to Tell

Tuesday Dec. 8 at 7:30 p.m.
A new SLUH oral storytelling series. Have
a story you want to share? Let us know; we
are looking for entertaining, original personal
stories. Storytellers will share their 10-12
minute stories in front of a live audience.
Students and faculty welcome. Contact Terry
Quinn, Nick Fandos or Michael Blair

The Gates
Will Open

SLUH-tique

“The Holiday Shopping Event” held on
December 6th beginning with Mass in the
chapel at 11:30 a.m. honoring Past Mothers’
Club Presidents.
The boutique shopping begins at 12:00
p.m. and ends at 4:30 p.m. in the commons.
Admission is Free.
	This year the SLUH-tique has over 45
local vendors including a SLUH booth with
new and exciting apparel. Enjoy the sounds of
Christmas with the SLUH chorus/band which
will perform for our listening pleasure.
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Rob Bertucci
Sports Editor
he road to the State Championship
continues to grow shorter for the St.
Louis U. High soccer team (19-6-1), which
toppled Chaminade 2-0 in the District
Championship Saturday and knocked out
Francis Howell North 2-0 on Tuesday.
In their previous meeting, the Jr. Bills
had fallen to the Red Devils 1-0 on a tough
goal late in the second half. SLUH struggled
throughout that game to score the big goal,
despite numerous opportunities in front of
the net.
	This time, however, the DKDonkeyKongbills, led by senior goalie Dave
Kirner, dominated the game. Kirner stopped
everything that came his way, making several huge saves to keep the Jr. Bills alive
throughout the game.
“Dave was huge in the Chaminade
game,” said senior captain Dom Hewitt. “If
we are going to go all the way, we need him
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to be playing his A-game, and we all have
confidence in him.”
Kirner and the defense held the Red
Devils scoreless through the first half, but
the offense struggled to break the tie. Finally,
in the second half senior Grant Welge made
a beautiful cross from the corner, which senior captain Pat Macauley buried in the far
corner of the net, giving the Subzerobills a
1-0 lead.
“There was a lot of emotion running after
that goal with the SLUH crowd right behind
me,” said Welge. “It would be impossible to
put the feeling into words.”
Shortly after the goal, Hewitt gave the
DannyHudson’sShadesbills a little insurance, settling the ball and scoring from just
outside the box. The goal sealed the 2-0
victory and the District Championship.
“We are playing with confidence, scoring first, and staying strong on defense,”
said Hewitt. “That’s what we need to do to
win.”

	Tuesday the Jr. Bills traveled out to
Soccer Park, which will host the remainder
of the postseason games, for their Sectional
match against Francis Howell North (17-6-1).
SLUH had beaten Howell North easily in
their first meeting, 3-1. But the Knights gave
the Jr. Bills a much better game this time
around.
“Howell North, I thought, was much
better than the last time we played them,”
said head coach Charlie Martel. “That was
a battle. They had us bent a little bit.”
The Knights played evenly with the Jr.
Bills for the first 25 minutes. SLUH did find
a few opportunities, but they only amounted
to near-misses from senior Matt Odem and
junior Richie Hoffman. But with 15 minutes
left in the half, senior Joe Bettger broke the
tie from just outside the box.
The U. High defense carried this lead all
the way through the second half. Kirner saw
only two shots on goal all game, a result of the
stifling defensive play of senior captain

Tigers scratch Footbills from playoffs
Nate Heagney
Reporter
he St. Louis U. High Jr. Bills’ football season came to a close last Friday as they fell to the Tigers of Oakville
in a sectional playoff game, 31-3. Because
Oakville won their district, the game was
played at Oakville, and a large and boisterous crowd of Tiger supporters attended.
        The Jr. Bill offense started off with the
ball and hoped to carry some of their momentum from the near-upset of the Lindbergh
Flyers into this sectional playoff game. The
WinOrGoHomebills stuck with junior running back Lan Sansone early, who pounded
away for short gains. Senior wide reciever
Bill Weiss was doing everything he could to
keep his season alive as he hauled in several
big third-down completions from sophomore
quarterback Trevor McDonough.
	The Jr. Bills moved the ball down the
field well, but stalled in Oakville territory. The
Jr. Bills were faced with a tough decision on
fourth down: either to attempt a field goal or
go for the first down. The GoForBrokebills
decided to stick with their hot passing attack
and go for it, but McDonough was sacked.
        Oakville took over behind senior quar-
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see CLEATS, 12

terback and Vianney transfer Joe Plassmeyer. the Jr. Bills inserted sophomore running back
The Jr. Bills had no answer for the 6’3” senior Terek Hawkins into the game. And quite the
as he picked apart the SLUH secondary, spark he was, as Hawkins rushed for a couple
completing pass after pass. On the plays of first downs before finally breaking out in
where Plassmeyer couldn’t find a reciever, a 35-yard run.
he decided to take it
	A f t e r
himself, scrambling
a couple more
for 50 rushing yards
first downs, the
over the course of the
Jr. Bills had to
game.
settle for a field
“He’s a really solid
goal, and junior
quarterback,” said juAndrew Meyer
nior end Joe Blume.
converted the
“We had a tough time
25-yarder to put
stopping him.”
the Dashbills on
The only thing
the scoreboard.
keeping the Tigers out
        The Bilof the end zone was the Sophomore Trevor McDonagh throws to his outlet in the likens buckled
Jr. Bills loss to Oakville.
strong play of junior John
down on defense
Brusati, who finished with a team-high 16 during Oakville’s next posession and mantackles.
aged to hold Plassmeyer and company, put	The BrusatiBills couldn’t hold off ting them in a key fourth and one position.
Oakville for long, and Tiger running back Needing a stop, the Jr. Bills couldn’t come
Paul Taylor finally reached the promised land through, as Oakville superman Taylor did
via a 3-yard rush for the game’s first score, his very best Marshall Faulk impersonation
which, after the extra point, put Oakville up and scampered for a 70-yard score, putting
7-0.
SLUH down 14-3.
see HANDBALL, 14
        Hoping to bring a spark to the offense,
PHOTO COURTESY DR. RICK KUEBEL
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Chad Carson
Reporter
he SLUH swim team fell just shy of
the MCC title last Friday, finishing a
strong second to Chaminade, whose last
MCC victory came in 2000. Chaminade
placed first with a score of 407, narrowly beating SLUH’s 398. DeSmet (269.5)
came in third followed by CBC (140) in
fourth and Vianney (113.5) in fifth. SLUH
had won the MCC title for the last seven
seasons and had not lost while head coach
Fritz Long has been leading the team.
Although the team fell just shy of first
place, the team added a new member to the
list of state-qualifiers. Sophomore Sam Erlinger qualified in both the 200 free with a
time of 1:50.76 and the 100 free with a time
of 50.35.
In addition to Erlinger’s strong swims,
senior Dan Schmidt placed first overall in the
50 free and 100 free, swimming under the
state-qualification cutoff in both races. Senior Alistair Vierod beat out a higher-ranked
Chaminade swimmer to win first in the 100
backstroke. The 400 free relay consisting
of sophomore Sam Erlinger, juniors Joe
Kabance and Michael Hagerty, and senior
Dan Schmidt also won their race, finishing
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nine seconds ahead of the Chaminade relay
with a time of 3:21.60.
While there were many strong individual
swims, SLUH’s relays stood out, winning
four of six.
“Although we were ranked behind
Chaminade going into the meet, we performed above expectations and should have
won that meet,” said senior captain John
Helling. “I wasn’t expecting such a strong
performance but since we got so close, it
was disappointing that we couldn’t pull out
the win because things didn’t go our way.”
Because of illness, junior diver Michael
Barry and junior swimmer Bill Luhmann
were unable to compete.
“Their additional points probably would
have won us the meet, but we can’t rely on
just one guy or one diver to pull it through.
The guys swimming had to step in for the
guys who weren’t there,” said head coach
Fritz Long.
In addition to the sick swimmers, the
higher-ranked SLUH 200 free relay fell to
second place Chaminade after a gamble by
Long to save senior Dan Schmidt for the 400
free relay.
Explained Long, “I would switch it
knowing what happened now, but at the time,
the decision to put Schmidt in the 400 free

relay made sense because we were weaker
there than in the 200 free relay. It gave us
a better chance of possibly doing well and
scoring more points.”
“It was disappointing that we couldn’t do
it but I was thrilled that we gave Chaminade
a run for their money,” said Long. “I was
really happy with how well the guys swam
and close the meet ended up being.”
Freshman Jordan Gibson was also happy
with the strong performance by the SLUH
team. “The team had a great performance
against some great competition,” said Gibson, who was one of only two freshmen
to swim at varsity MCCs. The other was
his brother, freshman Blake Gibson. “As a
freshman, it was an exhilarating experience
to swim at varsity MCCs. The team was
so supportive and I felt very welcomed,”
continued Gibson.
Schmidt echoed Gibson, saying, “Our
great performance really showed us what our
team is capable of. Hopefully we can take
our results from MCCs and build on them
going into the State meet.”
Long has high hopes for SLUH to retake
the MCC title next year. “DeSmet will be
tougher and Chaminade will stay tough but
we have a lot of upcoming swimmers that

see SWIMMIN’, 14

Bluelinebills lose their first to Jaguars 8-4
Sam Bufe
Reporter
he St. Louis U. High hockey team
faced off against the Fort Zumwalt
West Jaguars last Friday at the Affton Ice
Arena. The Jaguars beat SLUH 8-4 in a
showdown.
Just a few seconds in, a Zumwalt West
forward beat sophomore netminder Nick
Breunig to give his squad a 1-0 lead. Not
long after, the same forward found the back
of the net during the power play after junior
Jackson Hoffmann’s penalty. But 1:25 before
the buzzer ended the first period, sophomore
Trent Lulow scored a dangle-ishous backhanded goal to put SLUH within striking
distance going into the second period. Unfortunately, senior forward Kurt Eisele was
injured with a first degree shoulder tear.
Junior Matt Potter scored a one-timer
from senior Brandon Eversgerd’s pass across
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the net, tying the game. But a mere 23 seconds
later, Zumwalt West responded with another
lamp-lighter. Then with about five minutes
left in the second, the Jaguars scored two
more, creating a three-goal deficit with the
score of 5-2.
Refusing to die, Matt Potter found the
back of the net for the second time in the
same period on a fade-away shot. Although
it appeared that SLUH had stopped the
bleeding, Zumwalt West scored again to give
themselves a 6-3 lead.
Junior Andrew Evola scored the first goal
of the third period. But the Jaguars would
add two more insurance goals at the end of
the period, ending the game 8-4.
SLUH was missing two of its top scorers from the preseason tournament, senior
Phil Luongo and freshman Chase Berger.
However, other players like Potter and Lulow
stepped up to keep it competitive.

Hoffmann, who committed a total of
three penalties in Friday’s game, explained
the impact of a big hit. “Big hits fire up the
team and fire up the crowd,” he said. “But
you can’t go looking for them; they have to
come to you.”
	Potter later spoke about what he was
feeling about the game. “I definitely felt
that I had to step up because I was one of
the guys who had played the most varsity, he
said. “Especially with us missing Phil, Chase,
and Jimmy I knew that the team needed me
to put the puck in the back of the net.”
Head coach Charlie Busenhart said that
the boys “never quit.” He also claimed that
the team “played exceptionally, considering
that we had to play with eight forwards for
a majority of the game.”
Luongo will return to the ice tonight as
SLUH battles rival Chaminade at Queeny
Park at 9:30 p.m.
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JV Footbills win 3 straight, end at 5-4-1
Nate Heagney
Reporter
he SLUH JV football team had a season full of ups and downs, but they
finished their year on a high note, winning
three straight to finish 5-4-1.
“We started out slow, but in the end we
pulled it together,” said sophomore wide
receiver and defensive end Jamil IrvinMuhammad.
After a successful freshman campaign,
much was expected of the Buhabills, but
hard times came when varsity took key
sophomores. “At the beginning of the year
we were worried (about losing so many
guys to varsity), but we eventually realized
that we still had good players and we just
needed to put every thing together to make
a good team and a good season,” said IrvinMuhammad.
The Jr. Bills perservered, notching three
victories in their last games to end the season
with a winning record. “I think that at one
point being 1-3-1 and to be able to finish the
season on a three-game winning streak says
a lot about the kids. They did a real good

T
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job to finish the season
them,” said sophomore
strong,” said first-year
wide receiver Ryan
coach Matt Buha.
Dowd.
	The FutureVarsityThe future looks bright
bills played fairly well
for the NeverGiveInin their first three games
Bills, who have plenty of
(which included a win
talented players ready to
over Parkway South
join varsity next year. “If
and a tie against rival
everybody works hard in
DeSmet).
the off-season, we can
But when star sophobe a big part of varsity
more running back Terek
and hopefully make a
Hawkins was called up to
run at State,” said Irvinvarsity, the season took a
Muhammad.
turn for the worse. The
Said Buha of his first
Sophomore Pat Boyle blocks for sophomore
Jr. Bills lost their next
year
coaching at SLUH,
Peter Gable against Parkway South.
two games, including a 21-0 loss to Webster “It’s a neat place to coach because of the tradiGroves.
tion that this school has. I think that a lot of
But the Jr. Bills kept playing hard and the kids involved in the program understand
eventually managed to right the ship, win- what came before them and hopefully what
ning four of their last five games. One rea- they’re gonna leave behind.”
son for the turnaround was the team’s stout
Buha also seemed well-liked by his
defense.
players, “He was a nice guy. He interacted
“The ‘D’ really came up big for us this well with the players and he’s a good coach,”
year. They kept us in every game and came said Irvin-Muhammad.
through with big plays whenever we needed
PHOTO by MR. Matt sciuto

Conversation of the Week

Varsity soccer netminder David Kirner

Adam Cruz: First off, Donkey Kong? What’s that about?
David Kirner: It started out when I was a freshman, because of my
intials—you know, they’re D and K. Naturally, it evolved, because
who didn’t play that game as a kid? I like it a lot—when I hear it
at the soccer games I get really pumped.
AC: Good nickname, or what would you choose as your own?
DK: I don’t like names for myself, so I’ll stick to DK.
AC: For anyone who doesn’t know, this is your first year doing
SLUH soccer. Why didn’t you try out freshman year? Were you
good at soccer in grade school?
DK: I tried out for football freshman year. Over the summer, I broke
my arm and I couldn’t participate in contact drills once practice
started up, so I got really frustrated and quit. After that I figured
my fall sports career was over. As for soccer, I was pretty good all
through grade school. I played for Busch unitl sixth grade, but I
never played goalie. I was a center back, where Joey (Rund) and
A.J. (Andy Johnson) play now. The first time I was ever in goal
was at SLUH soccer camp.
AC:Why now? What made you decide to try out for a prestigious
program for the first time your senior year?
DK: I’ve always liked soccer. Last year, most of my friends played
soccer so I was at every game anyway. I wanted to be a part of it, so
at first I asked Charlie Clark if I could be a manager, around March.
However, Odey (Matt Odem) and (Matt) Reda kept badgering me
to try out, so I did.
AC: Why goalie, a spot you’d never played?

DK: I wasn’t in good enough shape to try out anywhere else. (laughs)
Three senior goalies graduated, so I figured my best chance of making the varsity team was as a goalie. I ran during the summer, but I
went in completely cold as a goalie heading into tryouts.
AC: You made the jump from fifth goalie to first string goalie
throughout the year. How?
DK: Every goalie started their share of the games, and I took my
chances and just tried to make the most of them.
AC: Were you nervous for your first start (against St. Dominic)?
DK: No, because I knew there wouldn’t be too many shots on goal.
However, I was really nervous for the first big game I started in goal,
against Vianney at Vianney (the Bills lost 3-0). We had tied them
earlier in the year, and it was a cold day.
AC: You and the team have certainly come a long way since that
game, and we’re lucky to have you. What does the team have to do
to run the table and win state?
DK: We’ve been doing a great job defending, and have to keep that
up. We have to start finishing out chances and taking advantage with
good shots on goal.
AC: After a hopeful championship, what’s next for you? Basketball
tryouts?
DK: (laughs) Actually, I ran into my CYC basketball coach the
other night and he asked me the same thing. I played on a dominant St. Dominic team (laughs). No, I’ll let Greg Mathews take the
basketball tryout.
Interview by Adam Cruz

8

JV SPORTS

Volume 74, Issue 10

November 13, 2009

JV Soccer fought through ups and downs
Kevin Kimes
Reporter
he St. Louis U. High junior varsity
soccer team ended the season with
an 8-4-2 record, having played teams that
ranged from Hillsboro and Gibault to rivals CBC and DeSmet.
	The team was led this year by captains
senior Ryan Bedell, junior Zach Manuel,
and junior Alex Kuhlman and steamrolled
through the first part of the season with wins
over Francis Howell North, Gibault, and Fort
Zumwalt South.
A season highlight came in the team’s
first game against DeSmet. After many close
calls that junior goalie Brendan Baldridge
saved, Manuel launched a shot from over
18 yards out that the keeper tipped, causing
him to fall backwards into the net and leaving
the team’s top scorer, junior Dylan Gardner,
with a wide open net to bury the ball.

photo by Kyle Vogt

But after this 1-0 win over DeSmet and
another win over St. Mary’s in the CBC
Tournament, the Ronaldobills hit a low
point in their season. To start, Manuel was
declared to be out for almost half the season
after a few broken bones in his foot. After
a devastating 6-0 defeat from the Spartans,
whom the Bills had beaten just a week before, CBC and DeSmet defeated the team in
a series of three games that the Bills ended
with a 1-1 tie to CBC.
	To top it all off, the team lost in freezing rain after two overtimes to Hillsboro’s
varsity in a 1-0 golden goal upset.
After these disappointing losses, the
Jr. Bills revved their season up and began
the Suburban JV Tournament by efficiently
defeating Clayton and Ritenour in two 3-0
games. The team then destroyed Ft. Zumwalt
East 10-0 in the final game of the tournament.
Gardner and Kuhlman both had hat tricks in

the game.
	The team ended with a 1-1 tie to Marquette.
“We started off the season with a good
four wins, and ended with a few upsets. The
season had a positive outcome though, and
I see it as a success,” said sophomore Ben
Thomas.
Junior defender Alex Sottile added, “You
could definitely see the improvement in our
team’s cohesiveness as the season went on.
We played more and more like a team with
each game, and our play improved along
with it.”

Eric Mueth
victory at the Jorgenson Memorial InvitaStaff
tional the following week.
he 2009 JV cross country team closed
Most top JV runners saw their last JV
out its impressive season with more action of the season at the MCC Championfirst-place finishes, many coming from ship, which was postponed due to rain from
squads lower down on the
Saturday, Oct. 10 to Tuesday,
depth chart.
Oct. 13. The majority of the JV
“There has never been a
team ran to personal records
team with as many guys running
(PRs) and season-best times
as fast as this team,” head coach
as they ran away with the vicJim Linhares said.
tory.
	Some of this talent can be
The top seven finishers
attributed to the fact that this was
all sported SLUH colors. Junior
the biggest SLUH cross country
Alan Ratermann emerged as the
team ever, breaking into triple
race champion in an impresdigits.
sive 16:52. Sophomore Mike
The top JV squad began the
McLaughlin followed closely
season with a shutout victory at
at 16:55, also breaking the
First Capitol.
17-minute barrier for the first
Lower squads followed
time.
with outstanding victories at the
“We knew that we were
Forest Park Festival and Paul
going to go in there and dominate
Enke Invitational. The first and
on the JV…but that was our
only falter came at the Ed White
day to see everybody at peak
Invitational, where the third JV Sophomore Joe Esswein fin- level, running fast times,” LinJV Forest Park cross
squad fell by only three points. ishes in the
hares said about the MCC meet,
country race.
	The top JV continued on their
mentioning that it was the team
path of success with another shutout victory performance that stands out for the season.
at the Rim Rock Invitational in Lawrence, 	Despite the rain and mud that October
Kansas.
brought, the Dominationbills plowed their
The second team ran to a commanding ways to tough victories at Borgia and Clayton,

where times were minutes slower.
At Borgia, sophomore and junior runners fought to a close victory over DeSmet,
as sophomore Luke Reichold took first place
with a 19:59 on a very muddy course.
Reichold said, “(The mud) gave me an
edge over everyone else who was pessimistic
about it.” He noted that the team’s spirit and
determination led to the victory there.
At Shaw Park, the seniors ran through a
muddy course as well, winning the Clayton
Invitational narrowly over Soldan and Ladue.
Senior Ted Varty ran to a first place finish
with a time of 18:45.
	The JV team capped off its season at
the Findley Invitational at the Forest Park
Central Fields course. The mud haunted
runners yet again as the winning time, set
by McLaughlin, was only 18:45. Esswein
followed in second with an 18:51. The Jr.
Bills took the top four places and the sixth
to take a team score of 16 and the victory.
Linhares was pleased with the work put
in and attitude of the team. He said, “They
kept the spirit of almost every day at practice
positive.”
Senior Tim Kuensting said, “I liked
our team synergy. Without the coaches it
wouldn’t have been possible. I’m going to
miss going out there everyday and giving it
all I got.”

T

Junior Jake Schonhoff dribbles past his DeSmet man.

JV XC ruled the field, shows bright future
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Library’s namesake Robinson, ‘32, won
lottery, gave winnings and life to SLUH

Nick Fandos
“His mother lived in an apartment with him because she had
Features Editor
literally operated as a cleaning lady to pay his tuition here,” said
s hundreds of students pour in and out of the library each Cummings, explaining that Robinson never married. “His indebted
day, rushing to finish a WebAssign or just start some home- love was to pay her back, really for a lifetime.”
Cummings explained that Robinson would occasionally take
work, they pass an unadorned bronze plaque memorializing the
library in the name of Dr. James Robinson. A few students may part in lotteries or sweepstakes, looking for a chance to win for his
notice the plaque, but aside from this minor acknowledgment, mother. But Robinson’s mother died before he could do this, and
his goal became an effort to honor her
Robinson’s story has mostly been
life. Robinson’s chance would come
forgotten. Nearly three decades
a few years later.
have passed since his death, but
	President at the time, Cumhis commitment to St. Louis U.
mings remembers Robinson coming
High and his luck late in life are
to his office one day after he had
not worth forgetting.
uncharacteristically missed class. “He
After graduating from SLUH
comes to me and says, ‘I just want
in 1932 and receiving a Ph.D. in
you to know that I still want to honor
history from St. Louis University,
my mother, and I’m still dabbling in
Robinson began a nearly 42-year
the Irish Sweepstakes.’ He’d won,”
tenure at SLUH that ended with
exclaimed Cummings.
his death in 1982. During that time
In November of 1981 RobRobinson—affectionately known
inson’s efforts paid off; he won
as “Doc Robby”—taught history
$124,019 (about $300,000 today) in
and served as the Social Studies
the Illinois lottery. He gave nearly
department chair, establishing himall of the money to various charities,
self as a favorite of both students
but reserved $50,000 as a gift to the
and faculty.
school to which he had dedicated his
Fr. Tom Cummings, S.J., relife. According to Cummings and Dr.
members Robinson as a “stodgy,
Father Tom Cummings, S.J., thanks Dr. James Robinson in 1981 after
Robinson won the Illinois lottery.
Robert Bannister, Assistant to the Presipillar-like person, built like a stove pipe,”
dent and SLUH historian, some of the donation was used to pay
who was an avuncular figure to young faculty and students.
During his years as Social Studies chair, Robinson was respon- outstanding bills for the library and to fund the history department.
sible for establishing the 1-8-1-8 College Credit program with St. However, the majority of the donation was used to establish four
Louis University. His efforts earned him the Sr. Kathleen Casey scholarships—two in Robinson’s name and two in his mother’s.
According to Cummings, Robinson had three loves in life: God,
Award given by SLU to the best high school teacher of college level
courses. According to an article in the 1982 Dauphin Yearbook, prior his mother and SLUH. “He kept every dream,” said Cummings of
to the 1981-’82 school year Robinson had missed school only once, Robinson’s gift. “He showed his ultimate love for his mother and
his great love for St. Louis U. High.”
when he was fighting in World War II.
But Robinson’s satisfaction was short lived. Only six months
	Away from the classroom, Robinson led the SLUH baseball
program for 11 seasons, including two state semifinal games. His after winning the lottery, on May 25, 1982, Robinson died unexpectlove and keen eye for baseball came into play outside of the school edly in his apartment. He was only 68 years old.
“His death was really shocking because he was so looking foras well when he was hired as a professional scout for the St. Louis
ward to his own retirement,” said Cummings who had immediately
Cardinals and then the Chicago White Sox.
	Robinson was prominent in the City of St. Louis as well. In assumed the worst when Robinson had not showed up to school.
But Robinson’s contributions did not end with his death. Accordthe late 1970s, former St. Louis Mayor James Conway appointed
Robinson to the Community Development Agency to help funnel ing to Bannister, the school found out some time later that Robinson
federal money into the city. Robinson was also a part of the Caro- had left almost his entire estate, nearly $300,000 (about $630,000
ndelet Community Betterment Federation—an organization that today) to SLUH. It was after this contribution and Robinson’s death
worked to improve city life for all residents—for the majority of that Cummings decided to memorialize the almost fifteen-year-old
library in his name.
his adult life.			
Some of Robinson’s estate was given to the library for future
	Aside from a love of history and baseball, Robinson’s life
see ROBINSON, 10
centered around his mother, according to Cummings.
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(from 1)
“has certainly gone down, at least of the
reported thefts.”
Introducing the topic of school spirit,
Kesterson said he wanted to hear both perceptions of the meaning of school spirit and
insights into the current state of school spirit
at St. Louis U. High.
The main indecision among the ACSA
lay in defining and measuring spirit. The
committee generally agreed that school spirit
entails more than sports attendance, but at the
same time acknowledged a concern for a lack
of crowd participation in major sports.
“We may never really have a good
answer for (defining school spirit),” said
Kesterson.
“I personally feel like we should be
pushing things like the talent show coming
up, school spirit in other ways besides sports,
but also keeping our sports crowds alive,”
said senior Tim O’Brien.
Junior Pat Hart suggested that the lack
of senior enthusiasm has detracted from
underclassman participation in school-wide
events.
“I remember freshman year with the
STUCO room where it was, the seniors would
have music blasting and really getting us
excited for whatever was going on, whether
it was the mixer or the football game,” said
Hart.
Dan Trieschmann, ’78, father of sophomore David Trieschmann, recalled frequent
pep rallies from his days at SLUH that
occurred for nearly every major sporting
event.
“To me that’s part of what school spirit’s
about. You get (to a game) and you feel part
of a group of 600 or 800 people and you
celebrate the fact of the success that your
teams are having,” said Trieschmann of the
environment that pep rallies promote.

Robinson

Although the group could not reach any
conclusion on a definition of school spirit,
one prevailing description involved not just
presence, but engagement in school activities,
including prayer services, school Masses,
and sporting events.
	Senior Dan Goeddel said that he saw a
big problem in school spirit as president of
the Tailgate Club. “I did three big events,
and now it’s hard to even get the officers in
the club to want to do it,” said Goeddel.
“A lot of our students, I feel like, reach a
critical mass,” said history teacher Tyler Orf.
“They get involved with so many things …
they’re busy all the time, and we ask, ‘Please
come to this. Please come to that,’ and I think
a lot of times you guys get overwhelmed
with that.” Orf suggested that students might
want to attend school events, but are forced
to choose rest over a football game.
	Other pieces of discussion included a
debate over why hockey often draws a larger
crowd than other sports and the proposing of
a modernized school fight song to motivate
students.
Regarding hockey’s popularity, Kesterson expressed some dismay at the idea
that “more supervision equals less fun” to
students. He noted that breathalyzers would
be used at future hockey games, but he said
he did not expect attendance to decline as a
consequence.
Kesterson next offered the intentionally
open-ended topic of diversity for ACSA discussion, mostly in response to the speeches
by Washington University professor Gerald
Early on Oct. 13 and psychologist Michael
Thompson on Oct. 2, as well as in preparation
for an upcoming assessment of diversity at the
school. The diversity discussion oscillated
between debating the role of the Association
for Cultural Enrichment at SLUH (ACES)
and attempting to define diversity and discuss
problems with that definition.

(from 9)
investment, according to Bannister. However, most of the money
was used to establish the Robinson Fund. The fund was the first of
its kind, set up to support faculty members as they pursue advanced
degrees or other course work. According to Assistant Principal for
Academics Tom Becvar, the fund is still in place today, but due to
federal funding the school has not used it in recent years.
In the Nov. 20, 1981 issue of the Prep News (vol. 46, issue 12)—a
few months before his death— Robinson offered some reflection on
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	Senior Luis Llanos, a member of both
ACES and the ACSA, said the club had
helped him in “learning to react to things and
to see yourself in a new way and to know
when you’re doing something wrong.”
“I find diversity is accepting other
people, accepting other cultures, accepting
different spirits, accepting different religions.
People have initiative to do this, but it falls
through sometimes,” said Llanos.
One recurring perception of ACES was
as a somewhat exclusive club directed toward
minority students, though the club does not
intend this.
“I know ACES is an attempt for our
school to help fix (a lack of school diversity),
but why is it so singled out as a club and not
just an overall effort?” said junior Espen
Conley.
	Assistant Principal for Diversity and
ACES Moderator Robert Evans, however, described ACES as only a piece of the
school’s overall effort for diversity, working
alongside other programs like the Diversity
Council and this year’s “Jazzuit Education”
diversity program.
“It’s not only finding out you’re different,
but finding out how similar everyone is,” said
Cathy Pitlyk, mother of junior Brad Pitlyk.
Evans closed the discussion by describing
diversity simply as “humanity.” He noted
Thompson’s talk in particular as an expression of diversity because of its addressing
of the “psychological experience” of people
of different backgrounds.
	The topic of school cell phone policy
entered only briefly into discussion with
Kesterson offering the question of whether
or not the school’s policy was fair. Kesterson
noted that of the 189 jugs given out up to
that point in the year, 99 had been from cell
phone violations. Little time was devoted
to this topic, and Kesterson noted that cell
phone policy discussion would reappear at
a later ACSA meeting.

the newly-dedicated scholarships, saying, “Scholarships are not just
donations; they’re investments. These scholarships will give kids
that could not attend this school otherwise, a chance. Eventually
they could become doctors, scientists, or great politicians.”
	Or, like Robinson himself, a stand-out teacher whose dedication
and selflessness are worth noting, even if they’re not at first evident
on the plaque just inside the library doors as you frantically walk
past.
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Alumnus and former
classmate play in Des
Moines USHL

Rob Bertucci
going to school with friends every day.”
Sports Editor
He was drafted by the Buccaneers and attended the tryouts in
og rolls over the ice in Buccaneer Arena as two former Jr. June. When he made the team, Frick was assigned a host family
Billikens, now clad in red and black, fly out of the tunnel and enrolled in Valley High School. Neither Frick nor Berger knew
from the locker room. The Des Moines crowd goes wild for that the two would be playing together until after the tryouts, when
hometown Buccaneers, who include Jack Berger, ’09, and Con- they were told that they made the team.
“Knowing Jack gives me a connection in an unfamiliar area,” said
nor Frick, who are in their rookie seasons in the United States
Frick. “It helps a lot since I have known him for a long time.”
Hockey League (USHL).
“It has been awesome,” said Berger. “Actually one of my best
The USHL, the best amateur hockey league in the country,
consists of fourteen teams in nine states throughout the Midwest. friends from high school, J. P. Burkemper, is on the team too. So
The league is designed to provide exposure for high school athletes knowing both of them coming in made it a lot easier to meet people
hoping to play at the collegiate or professional level and experience and get more comfortable with the social aspect. It made it a pretty
easy transition.”
to athletes who have already committed to a colFrick is now finishing his high school
lege. Most college hockey teams require their
requirements, attending school from 8 a.m. until
incoming players to play a year in an amateur
noon every day before heading off to the rink to
league before attending to improve their abilipractice with the team from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
ties.
“The difference between here and SLUH
Last year, Berger was faced with a tough
is how strenuous the practices are,” said Frick.
decision heading into graduation. The choice
“I am able to spend a lot more time focusing on
between top tier academics and collegiate hockey
just hockey.”
loomed before him, but he did not want to give
Berger balances school and hockey as
up either.
well, but he enjoys much more free time than
“I was put in this situation where I asked
Frick as he only takes one class, three days a
myself, ‘Where do I apply,’ and ‘Where can I
week.
walk on,’” said Berger. “It was just so hard trying
“I’m taking an Organic Chemistry class
to make my list of schools based on that.”
at the community college. It’s at 8 a.m., which
Those questions were resolved for Berger
is brutal, and I always think about how long I
when he was accepted into Princeton University
could sleep if I didn’t have this class. But it’s
and offered a spot on the hockey team. As is
been good; it’s nice to stay in the classroom and
common in collegiate hockey, Berger was told
not totally lose it,” he said.
to spend a year in an amateur league before at	On days without class, he wakes up
tending Princeton, and last spring he was drafted
by the Indiana Ice in the USHL. After things Jack Berger, ’09, sports his Buccaneers jersey around 10 a.m. to skate at the rink for an hourlong skills session. After two hours of down
with the Ice fell through, Berger landed with
during a team opening ceremony.
time, he heads back to the rink for afternoon practices from 2 p.m.
Des Moines.
Frick, a former member of the class of 2010, also found his way to 3:30 p.m. The team then works out from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m.
“The practice level, because you’re not guaranteed a spot beto the Des Moines Buccaneers this fall. At SLUH, Frick played his
freshman and junior year, playing only for the Jr. Blues, his club cause there are extra guys so you have to earn your spot every day,
is a different experience,” said Berger. “It’s pretty stressful. It’s a
team, as a sophomore because of the conflicts in the schedules.
“My club coach wouldn’t let me miss for SLUH practices, and lot of hard work every time you’re on the ice to impress the coach
SLUH head coach Charlie Busenhart wouldn’t let me miss for club and fight off the kid who’s trying to take your spot.”
But it is not a completely cutthroat atmosphere. While there
practices, so I had to make a choice,” said Frick.
After helping to lead the Jr. Bills to the State Championship may be competition on the ice, the teammates bond with each other
game his junior year, he, too, was faced with a tough decision. As in their free time. After practices most nights, the team will get
a senior he was eligible to enter the USHL, but he would have to together at someone’s house to watch a hockey game or just hang
out.
leave SLUH and St. Louis.
“It’s a team that carries extra players, and every day you compete
“It was tough to leave SLUH at first since I was leaving friends
and a good academic environment,” said Frick. “But I got to Des for a spot in the next game, but we are definitely all friends,” said
Moines and the people involved with the Bucs were really welcom- Frick.
see ICEMEN, 12
ing, so that helped. But nothing really compares to being home and
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(from 11)
“On the outside, no one is going to be openly competitive and
shoot people down,” said Berger. “But at the same time you are
looking around and you say, ‘OK, how am I going to get ahead of
this guy,’ ‘how am I going to out play this other guy tonight,’ ‘what
is this guy doing that I’m not doing.’ It is kind of complicated, but
everybody’s friends, and we are a team first.”
Both Berger and Frick live with host families in Des Moines.
The families have helped the two to adjust to the new city and their
new lifestyle.
“There are three kids in my family, so it has been a very easy
transition for me,” said Berger. “They are great people and they
have been very supportive of me.”
The Buccaneers are nearly a quarter of the way through their
60-game regular season with a 5-8 record, putting them in fifth
place in the Western Division of the USHL. Both Frick and Berger,
two of SLUH’s most explosive players last season, have seen a fair
amount of playing time. Although Frick missed the first four games
of the season with a hip-flexor injury, he has fought his way back
onto the ice and has already scored the first goal of his short USHL
career.
“The atmosphere is so cool … The fans are great. There were
2,800 fans at the game the other night,” said Berger. “Everybody
thinks it’s so cool to be playing for the team. It really feels like I’m
playing for a professional league.”
“One of the coolest things about the league is that there is a
constant presence of NCAA and professional scouts at the games,”

Cleats

(from 5)
Andy Johnson, sophomore Sam Steurer,
freshman Joey Rund, and Odem.
Macauley put the game away late in the
second half with his 11th goal of the season,
tying him for the team lead.
	The 2-0 victory over Francis Howell
North marked the Jr. Bills’ third shutout in
as many games this postseason. The stellar
play of Kirner and the defense are promising
signs for the Jr. Bills’ postseason hopes.
“So far, David has shut out the tournament,” said Martel. “When Charlie (Clark)
won state in ’83 (with CBC), their goalkeeper
shut out the tournament, and so far, David
has been doing that. I definitely think it’s
possible.”
	This Saturday, the Jr. Bills take on McCluer North at 3 p.m. at Soccer Park. The
SLUH squad is carrying the momentum of
four straight victories into the State quarterfinal game.
“We have to generate chances and optimize our chances in front of the goal,” said
Martel. “That’s what we’re going to work
on.”
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said Frick. “Every game that you play you get exposure.”
Heading forward, both Frick and Berger place the most importance on their academic careers. Berger is already set to attend
Princeton and play on the hockey team next fall.
“Basically, I’m not really even considering the NHL at this
point. I don’t even know if I would be interested in that if it did
become a possibility,” said Berger. “But that would be a long shot
and it would be minor hockey for a while. I’m really just planning on
getting my degree at Princeton and going on to medical school.”
Frick is still searching for the right school for him and hopes
to find a good mix of both athletics and academics.
“I would say that playing hockey allows you to get into a school
that you would not be able to otherwise, so I try to find a good balance,” he said. “But I would say that academics are a little bit more
important. It’s hard to think about the NHL right now, but that is
one of my goals.”
“I think a lot of people look at the situation with a negative
attitude …But it has been a good experience, and I think a lot of
people would like being in the situation more than they would think,”
said Berger.
Concluded Berger, “My whole life up until this point has so
strongly focused on academics. To drop all of it has been weird, but
it’s really nice to be able to dedicate so much time to something I
love doing and have so much fun doing, I feel really lucky to be able
to take a year out of my life and do this. It’s been a blast. To play
a sport that you love every day, you can’t ask for anything better
than that.”

JV Swimming seizes MCC’s
Cullin Tripp
Reporter
he final score of the JV MCC’s victory on Halloween at Chaminade was
456-385-238-100. The HydroBillls finished off the season in a spectacular fashion, placing first overall in the JV MCC’s.
“The JV performed well throughout the
year, specifically in the JV DeSmet meet, and
were able to cap off the season with a great
display of depth and talent in this year’s JV
MCC’s,” said head coach Fritz Long.
The FloatingBills placed first in the
100 butterfly (junior John Brockgreitens),
the 50 free (freshman Joe Milton), the 100
backstroke (sophomore Chris Kennedy), and
the 100 breastroke (junior Will Brennan).
However, the team amassed many of its
points from the second and third place finishes in almost every event. SLUH dominated
in every aspect of the meet, from relays to
individual races.
“I was pretty surprised, I guess,” said
Milton, who swam a time of 26.04 seconds
in the 50 free, a personal best.

T

Brennan, however, was not surprised: “I
placed first in the first heat (in swimming,
the higher the heat you are in, the better you
are) last year so I guess it didn’t really come
as a shock.” Brennan had a great race, just
touching out junior Kevin O’Meara with a
time of 1:13.03.
	The MichaelPhelpsBills swam well all
season, with a combined JV varsity record
of 8-4.
“Hopefully next year we will have a big
freshman class and that the younger guys will
be able to step into the roles of the graduating seniors and achieve personal bests each
year,” Long said.

Racquetball
Nightbeat

The SLUH varsity racquetball team pulled out
a fierce win over DeSmet, 5-2. The top four
seeds and doubles team won with the only
losses coming from the close matches of five
seed Joe Murray and six seed Pete Harris. The
next match will be Tuesday against a rookie
Parkway Central team at Vetta Concord at
3:30.
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(from 1)
Thater move about halfway through the race, it just seemed right to
go with him. That kind of pulled me through,” said Ford.
Rackers also had one of the best races of his career. Clinging to
a top-five position as he rounded the corner for the final 100 meter
straightaway, Rackers suddenly stumbled to his knee.
“It felt like my muscles were screaming at me to stop, but my
team needed me,” Rackers said. Battling dizziness and exhaustion
from the heat, Rackers climbed the final hill en route to a clutch
eighth-place finish.
“I’m just happy that I could do my part in winning the state
championship,” said the grinning junior.
	Perhaps the key performance of the day came from the spirit
and determination of McLaughlin, who held 26th place entering the
final mile of the race.
“I was thinking ‘Wow, I’m really tired, I don’t know how I’m
going to make all-state. I guess I’ll just try to maintain position and
have a good kick.’ I realized that maybe being on the crest of all
state wasn’t good enough, and since I am our third man, and I am
in the mid-twenties, I have to move up,” he said. “I realized that my
whole four years of running thousands of miles, and several dozen
hard workouts, was going to end in about 400 yards.”
McLaughlin dug deep inside of himself and was able to squeeze
out the last bits of his energy.
“I didn’t have a good idea, if any, of how close we were to Lee’s
Summit North, but I knew I could make places if I listened to what
my teammates Tony Minnick and Tyler Jennings had said—that
many runners would have no kick left in them, so if you have any
energy left over at all … if you are able to have a decent kick, you
will pass people,” said McLaughlin.
Apparently the advice worked, as McLaughlin passed 16 runners throughout the final mile, en route to a remarkable 10th place
finish.
Seniors Emmett Cookson and Minnick both came through
with solid races, finishing 30th and 42nd, respectively. Their places
brought SLUH’s score to an exceptionally low 65 points, which was
good enough to hold off the Kansas City area’s Lee’s Summit North
and to break a school record.
“I was 98 percent sure we were going to win before the race,
because I had a feeling that everything was going to go right,” said
a delighted Caleb Ford.
Juniors Alan Ratermann and Joe Meier finished sixth and
seventh for SLUH. Neither had the kind of day they were hoping
for, but both helped the U. High get the job done. “It was a blast,”
Ratermann said, “It’s such a great group of guys. I’m so glad I had
the experience of running with these guys this season. I’ve loved
every minute of it.”
	Despite the State championship, the season is still not over for
the U. High, or as they will now be publicly known, the “St. Louis
Cross Country Club,” due to MSHSAA rules. Tomorrow morning,
the team will travel to Terre Haute, Ind. for the NXN Midwest
Region’s national qualifying race.
Cookson looks to this weekend as a great opportunity individually and for the team as a whole. “I didn’t race as well as I wanted to
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(on Saturday), but thankfully we have regionals for that, hopefully
nationals, and then we have hopefully lots of free stuff … but yeah,
we’re never going to ‘worlds’,” said Cookson.
If the team is able to place among the top two to three teams
from Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan, they will
receive new running shoes, customized jerseys, sweat suits, and
an all-expense paid trip to Portland, Ore. for the national finals on
Dec. 5.
“I had a really good race (in Terre Haute) last year,” said
Ratermann. “I’m hoping we can move on to nationals for the free
stuff.”
	There seems to be a similar theme in each team member’s motive for advancing to the national race. “Quite frankly, it’s the free
stuff,” Rackers chuckled.
No matter the result at the regional race, the Jr. Bills have had
a memorable and successful state championship season. They toe
the line Sunday at the LaVern Gibson Championship Cross Country
Course in Terre Haute, Indiana at 2 p.m.

Forecast printed with permission of the
National Weather Service.
St. Louis, MO Weather Service Office
Phone: 636-441-8467
Compiled by Nick Fandos and Conor
Gearin
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Calendar

Friday, November 13
Schedule R
Sr. Class Mass
Flu Shots for Faculty/Staff
State Swim Meet
HOC vs. Chaminade @ Queeny Park
9:30pm
AP Snack—Fiestadas
Lunch: Special—Chicken Bites
Healthy—BBQ Burger

Break Snack—Pizza Sticks
Lunch: Special—Multi-grain Pizza
Healthy—Italian Sampler Plate

Saturday, November 14
State Swim Meet
State Soccer Quarterfinal vs. McCluer
	North @ St. Louis Soccer Park 3pm

Wednesday, November 18
Schedule R
Fr. English Tutorial
MML Test
College Rep Visits:
Regis University-M110
AP Snack—Apple Strudel Sticks
Lunch: Special—Pulled-Pork Sandwich
Healthy—Seasoned Chicken Filet

Monday, November 16
Schedule B1
HOC vs. Francis Howell @ St. Charles
Rec Plex
Football Banquet

HANDBALL

(from 5)
        After a three-and-out by the Jr. Bills,
Oakville had a chance to begin to put the
game out of reach. The SLUH defense once
again bent, but this time did not break. Despite poor tackling, the Jr. Bills were able
to hold Oakville and get the ball back with
just under two minutes to go and a chance to
get some momentum heading into the half.
But Oakville cornerback Lavalle Benford
intercepted McDonagh’s pass intended for
sophomore Paul Simon, giving the Tigers a
chance for a three-score lead before half.
        SLUH needed a stop before the half to
keep the game close, but Plassmeyer once
again showed what type of a player he was
as he sliced through the U. High defense.
With time for just one more play, Plassmeyer
heaved the ball deep into the end zone. The
pass was incomplete, but SLUH was flagged
for pass interference, giving Oakville the ball
at SLUH’s 12-yard line. Though the clock
had technically expired, Oakville could still
run one more play because of the defensive
penalty. They took advantage, as Plassmeyer
completed a touchdown pass to receiver Mike
Cyliax. The score put the Tigers up 21-3 and
dealt a huge blow to the Jr. Bills.
	The Jr. Billikens kicked off to Oakville
to start the half, and Plassmeyer looked
poised to continue dismantling the Jr. Bill

Tuesday, November 17
Schedule B2
Kiel Exhibit @ Commons 9:40am
Wrestling Night 6pm
Lunch: Special—Toasted Ravioli
Healthy—Baked Mostaciolli

defense. But this time the “D” came up big,
causing several Plassmeyer incompletions.
Senior Joey Gorla came up with a huge sack
on fourth down, which gave the ball back to
SLUH.
        The Sophomorebills continued to stick
with Hawkins and the ground game, but had
trouble mustering many yards, and were
forced to punt.
The Tigers drove the ball into Jr. Bill
territory on the next drive but had to settle
for a field goal, which put the Tigers up 24-3
heading into the fourth quarter.
Needing a quick score, the Jr. Bills
couldn’t come through and were once again
forced to punt.
	After an Oakville three-and-out and
a Jr. Billiken turnover on downs, Oakville
marched the ball down the field where
fullback Darnell Cooper charged in for a
touchdown, putting Oakville up, 31-3.
With the game out of reach, the
ThankYouSeniorsbills put in all of the
seniors, giving them a chance to play in
their last high school game. When the final
whistle sounded, the score was 31-3 in favor
of Oakville.
“We knew what we had to do coming
out of halftime, but we didn’t execute,” said
senior Kevin McAuliffe.
It was an emotional ending for a lot of

Nov. 13 - Nov. 20

Thursday. November 19
Schedule R
College Rep Visits:
	University of Dayton-M110
Ignatian Mix-It-Up Lunch 11am
AP Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
Lunch: Special—Steak ‘n’ Cheese Sandwich
Healthy—Chicken Parmesean
Friday. November 20
Schedule R
Jesuit Family Teach-In/SOA Protest
Dauphin Players Production
State Soccer Semifinals
Jr. Class Mass AP
HOC vs. CBC @ Affton Ice Rink
Class of ’89 Reunion
AP Snack—Garlic Cheese Bread
Lunch: Special—George’s Chicken Strips
Healthy—Beef ‘n’ Bean Burrito

the seniors, who, despite injuries to several
of the team stars, played hard all season and
made it to the playoffs.
	There is hope for the Jr. Bills in the
future, as several key players return next
year. “We could be really good if we come
together as a team” next year, said Simon.

SWimmin’
(from 6)

will be able to compete next year. Knowing there’s so many strong underclassmen,
I think the team can be pretty strong next
year,” said Long.
With MCCs behind them, the DanSchmidtbills look ahead to the State Meet
today and tomorrow. All swimmers who
qualified for state will be swimming at the
State preliminaries at the Rec-Plex throughout the day until about 8 p.m. tonight. The top
16 swimmers from each event who advance
past the preliminaries will swim tomorrow
at 3 p.m. Barry will compete in the diving
portion of the State meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.
“I hope for personal bests among all the
guys and I hope they score as many points as
they can,” said Long. “However, I’d be surprised if Rockhurst didn’t win again this year
after seeing their strength at DeSmet.”

