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Interstate 64 now complete, detours over
SLUH community appreciates the new changes and faster commute
Luke Chellis
Core Staff
fter 705 days of closure, Interstate
I-64 (Highway 40), which runs by
St. Louis U. High’s doorstep, is now completely reopened and very much changed.
However, several changes took place at
SLUH itself during this 23-month reconstruction to address potential closure problems.
“I think a lot of people here got very
creative in terms of learning about public
transportation, in terms of assessing their
routes; the school did some things in terms
of its scheduling to try to allow people to
make those adjustments,” said President
David Laughlin, referring to the alternate
schedule used for a week at the beginning of
each phase of the closure. Under this schedule, each day began with an activity period,
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so that students had the time to establish a
reliable route.
But the scheduling was only temporary,
and many of the alternate routes and methods
of transportation are now unnecessary.
“SLUH acted of an abundance of caution,” said SLUH dad Richard Mehan, who
served as the West County area representative
to the Highway 40 parent committee formed
by former principal Mary Schenkenberg. The
committee gave emailed reports on traffic
during the closure. “We didn’t panic. We
endured it, and now we’re over and done
with it.”
Besides wreaking pandemonium on
SLUH commutes, many feared that the
absence of Highway 40 might convince
potential students to pick another school.
“As far as I can tell, there was no negative
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A look at Interstate 64 during Sunday’s ceremonies.

impact from Highway 40 on admissions,”
said Director of Admissions Craig Hannick.
	SLUH also opened two additional entrance points for students in the morning to
relieve traffic from Oakland in response to
the closure, the Wise Avenue entrance and

see HIGHWAY, 11

Ring of Fire! H1N1 Vaccines at SLUH
photo by joe klein

Senior
Justice
Royston
beginning
his fire
spinning
routine for
the Talent
Show last
Thursday.
See article,
p. 2.

Ben Kim
News Editor
t. Louis U. High students had the opportunity to receive H1N1 vaccinations on Wednesday in a free clinic held
in the Student Commons, formerly known
as the Backer Memorial Gym. During the
five hours the clinic was open, approximately 350 students received free nasal
injections or shots of the vaccine, according to school nurse Scott Gilbert.
	Though Gilbert was available at the
clinic, the operation was mainly run by
ten Maxim Healthcare Services nurses and
a representative from the St. Louis City
Health Department, which is the source of
the provided vaccines. According to Gilbert,
SLUH had about 450 students who wanted
the vaccine. The 107 students who did not
receive their vaccine on Wednesday will be
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vaccinated this coming Monday by a similar
setup in the Commons.
This is the first time that SLUH has had
an H1N1 vaccine clinic available for students.
According to Gilbert, when the H1N1 virus
started spreading, the Center for Disease
Control (CDC), along with city and county
health departments, strongly urged schools
to provide vaccination opportunities for
their students. After reviewing the potential
risks of the disease, SLUH decided to hold
a clinic.
“Almost every school was doing this, and
we weren’t going to be the only one refusing
the H1N1 vaccination. We are going to do
just about what every other school is doing,”
said Gilbert.
	According to Gilbert, the organization
of the clinic began in mid to late October.
Letters, which included a consent form and

see VACCINE, 9
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Student Commons designs No hospital
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in planning stage
Senior Project
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Conor Gearin
Core Staff
hough a construction date remains
undecided, St. Louis U. High’s administration is crystallizing plans to renovate the building for a new multi-purpose
student commons and cafeteria space. The
renovations will transform the old Backer
Memorial Gym—currently referred to as
the Commons—into an area for student
lunches, study, and hanging out, in addition to all-school Masses and other important gatherings.
“We’re in the process of just starting
to gather the feedback for planning,” said
President David Laughlin. “We’re not going to be doing any construction during the
year.”
Meanwhile, Laughlin has talked to
Cashbah committee members, faculty, staff,
and Student Council (STUCO) members to
get an idea of what different groups want in

the new Commons and cafeteria.
Because the new Commons will house
the cafeteria and kitchen, the administration
and Food Service have worked together since
the beginning of Vision 2000 to plan the new
Commons.
“About ten years ago we started talking
about this,” said Food Service Consultant
Kathy Hylla. At that time, the plan was to
put the Commons and cafeteria in the building that became the Danis Field House. She
said that Food Service submitted drawings
of what they wanted in a new kitchen and
cafeteria and is “still in conversation” with
the administration.
Food Service hopes “for a new eatery …
a new serving line area, more room for all the
boys to sit, some updated equipment,” said
Hylla. She said that adequate seating is the
priority, as the limited tables in the current
cafeteria force many students to eat in the

Nathan Rubbelke
Reporter
fter two straight years of hibernation,
the talents of St. Louis U. High came
out of the cave Saturday evening with
the first Student Council (STUCO) Talent Show since 2006. Two hundred fifty
students, parents, and friends thronged
into the Joseph Schulte Theater to be entertained while raising $1,042 for Project
Ark, a charity committed to victims of
HIV/AIDS.
	STUCO held down the show’s backbone
with a skit performed in installments that was
based loosely on Charles M. Schulz’s “A
Charlie Brown Christmas” in which Student
Body President Kevin Mueller struggled to
find his Christmas spirit.
Most of the night’s acts were musical performances, including senior bands Plainview
and Sumus Vulgus, and a trio consisting of
seniors Larry Rudolf and Padrick Mulligan
and freshman Matt Rudolf. Senior Michael

Dienstbach compiled and sang a five-minute
Disney medley with his guitar, allowing
the audience to sing along with childhood
favorites like Mulan’s “Be a Man” and the
Toy Story theme song, “You’ve Got a Friend
in Me.”
	The solo acts turned the most heads as
sophomore John Bromell played a Chilean
hammer dulcimer piece called “La Partida.”
Bromell said that he was very excited with
his performance as it was the first time he
played for such a large audience.
Freshman Alex Greubel changed the
show’s pace with a solo stand-up comedy
routine. Laughs exploded from the audience
as Greubel told anecdotes from his own
experiences as a referee with CYC soccer.
	Pyromania recurred as Circus Club
performers Sean Dailey and Simon Clark
juggled fire, then senior Justice Royston put
on a fire spinning show as he tossed balls
of fire, spinning them behind his back and
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see COMMONS, 12

STUCO Talent Show
returns for Project Ark
A

see GOT TALENT, 12

Drew Dziedzic
Reporter
s Senior Project 2010 approaches,
there have been some changes to the
project. One significant change will be
that students will no longer have the option of going to hospitals in the St. Louis
area. In the past, seniors could volunteer at
St. Louis Children’s Hospital, St. Joseph
Hospital of Kirkwood, St. Mary’s Health
Center, and Cardinal Glennon Children’s
Medical Center.
“(The seniors) were not having oneon-one contact with the same people every
week,” said Senior Project organizer Simonie
Bieber. “A lot of their duties were either filing
or task-oriented things instead of peopleoriented things. Some transported patients,
but it was not the same patients day in and
day out.”
“The majority of evaluations from
seniors who went, faculty who visited, and
even a few supervisors of the sites would
say some of the days are unfortunately spent
filing papers,” said Senior Project organizer
Nick Ehlman.
Both Ehlman and Bieber agreed that
hospitals did not match the mission of the
Senior Projects.
“The students should create relationships with those people who are marginalized
and suffering,” said Ehlman.
“I guess the only bad thing about the
project was that you played with mostly
different kids each day so we didn’t really
connect and get really close with just one
kid,” said Scott Trafton, ’09, who volunteered
at St. Louis Children’s Hospital.
While students who went to hospitals
were not creating relationships, there was
also the fear that they were not challenging
themselves.
“We felt students picked hospitals as
a career shadowing or college application
opportunity because they want to be a doctor when they grow up, and that is not at all
what we want. We want (the seniors) to work
outside their comfort zone,” said Bieber.
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Matt Bettonville
DuBourg earlier today and I’ve been at other schools.
Editor in Chief
With that, St. Louis has a unique system of independent, priI sat down with St. Louis Archbishop Robert Carlson between his vate, Catholic high schools pretty unique to our city. How does
meetings with victims of tragedies at St. Louis U. High and his involvement work with a place like SLUH?
celebration of Mass with the student body for the Feast of the Im- Well, St. Louis University High School is under the direction of
maculate Conception.
Jesuits, but every Catholic school, every school that has the name
Can you describe what has brought you to SLUH today?
“Catholic” is also under the jurisdiction of the local bishop. And
I was invited by the administration to celebrate the Feast of the hopefully the people that go through the school here and then on
Immaculate Conception, which is the patronal feast of the United to college will be leaders in the community, so it’s a good chance
to get to know people and for them to get to
States since we’re placed in the protection
know me. And to be involved with what is the
of the Blessed Mother.
center of life for high school students, which
Specifically with St. Louis U. High—and
is their own school, especially in St. Louis
this is your second trip here this year, the
where everybody introduces them by telling
other being back in September—people
you what high school they went to.
have really noticed how when SLUH has
You were installed as Archbishop of St.
had tragedies, you were here and active
Louis in June. In your time in St. Louis and
in our community. What has been your
your experience with high school students,
involvement in those issues?
what are the most challenging issues for
Well, shortly after I came there was that tragic
high school students?
airplane crash. Actually, I was in Rome at
St. Louis Archbishop Robert Carlson celebrating
the time. One of the things people forget is Mass on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception this
Well, we live in a society today that allows anyTuesday.
that the archbishop is also a pastor, and when
thing, and also a society that forgives nothing.
something like that happens, you have to reach out to the people.
So, one of the things that a person has to do, I think, in their growth,
So that very day, I said Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome for the
is they have to know who they are, and they have to be clear about
families involved and for those who lost their lives. Then when I
what their values are. Otherwise they can go down a path where
came back to St. Louis, they gave me a chance to pray with them
no one’s going to stop them until they do something wrong, and
individually here at SLUH and then to offer the Mass when they
then they’re going to find that society can be very unforgiving. So,
were present. I just met a few moments ago with one of your faculty
obviously I like to be in that mix as people are shaping and formmembers who has cancer and also with a couple of your students
ing their values so that they have a chance to hear what God might
whose parents passed away this year. So again, I was at Bishop
Photo by Kyle Vogt

see ARCHBISHOP, 9

Shakespeare and Poetry Competitions

Eric Lewis
Core Staff
small contingent of poetry devotees
met in the Joseph Schulte Theater
during activity period on Wednesday. Senior Quin Thames stood center stage and
pumped one fist as he said passionately,
“Cannon to the right of them, / Cannon to
the left of them, / Cannon in front of them”
in his recitation of Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s “Charge of the Light Brigade.” St.
Louis U. High’s annual Poetry Out Loud
competition had begun.
	Sophomore Tom Blood won the competition and will compete in the Regional
Competition on Feb. 17th. Senior Kevin
Kickham was the first runner-up, and junior
Tim Pettey and freshman Michael Reese were
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the second runners-up. The other competitors
were Thames, juniors Conor Fellin and Marc
Fernan, and sophomore Will Edwards.
	Poetry Out Loud coordinator Chuck
Hussung was proud of the competitors’ efforts, and said, “We also have two poems
which I believe are the hardest I’ve ever
seen performed at SLUH,” Hussung said.
Hussung said of one of the two, “Kissing
Stieglitz Good-Bye” by Gerald Stern, “It’s
an erratic poem. It will settle into one image
for several lines and then go to something
strikingly different. We don’t get to relax
in a particular time or landscape for very
long.”
“Some parts for me are really hard, and
some parts are really easy,” said Blood, who
recited the poem for the competition. “I think

it’s up to the individual than the poem itself.
… The way the poem flows, it sticks in my
mind more easily.”
Blood said of the poem itself, “It’s a
walk through the narrator’s memory, and at
times it’s really beautiful, and at times it’s
more of a surreal nightmare.”
	The second such poem was Deborah
Digges’ “Rough Music,” performed by
Edwards, which Hussung called “a poem
about dreams.”
“It’s also very agitated,” said Hussung.
“There are parts of the poem where logic
falls away. The poem leads the reciter and
the listeners into unpredictable places.”
	Senior Luke Chellis, sophomores Ben
Luczak, Christian Probst, and Phil Yoffie, and

see COMPETITIONS, 13
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Cooley and Edwards, ‘12, finalists in Chinese karaoke contest

News

Eric Lewis
Core Staff
wo St. Louis U. High Chinese students, sophomores Matt Cooley and
Will Edwards, are finalists in the textbook
publisher Cheng & Tsui’s second annual
national video karaoke contest for Chinese
language students and teachers, called
Cheng & Tsui Superstar. Voting ended
last night at 11 p.m., and the two expect to
hear the results sometime today.
	The contest required an original music
video for a song sung in Chinese. There are
two separate categories, one for solos and
another for group performances.
“Everyone who wants to enter the contest
enters their video, and there are three judges
that rank, basically judge the videos, and
narrow it down to ten,” said Edwards. This
year’s judges are 2008 contest winner Gao
Sheng, Taiwanese singer-songwriter YingYing Shih, and Chinese teacher Xiaodong
Zhao from Winsor School in Boston.
“After that, the world can vote, and
whoever gets the most votes wins,” said
Edwards.
	Chinese teacher Rueih-Wei Chien told
her students, including Cooley and Edwards,

about the contest and offered it as extra
credit.
“She put it out there for anyone to do,
and believe it or not, at first a lot of people
actually signed up,” Edwards said. He and
Cooley were the only group that stayed with
the project until the end.
	The song that Edwards sang was “Qing
Hua Ci” by Jay Chou. “I like challenges,
and believe it or not, my Chinese teacher
told me that it was one of the hardest songs
to sing in Chinese, she can’t even sing it. So
I thought I might as well,” said Edwards.
“The translation I saw of the title was
‘Blue and White Porcelain,’” said Cooley,
who filmed and edited the video. “(The song)
compares a woman to a beautiful vase.”
The video itself was filmed around the
SLUH campus and in the KUHI studio.
“Most of it’s like mushy love song stuff,
so we tried to find flowers and stuff around
the Upper Field,” said Cooley.
If Edwards is named Super Star, he and
Cooley will have a choice between various
prizes, including an Xbox 360, iPod Touch,
and a $250 American Express gift card. The
runners-up will be awarded as well.

Kevin Kimes
Reporter
enior Luke Landolt will be playing
next Monday in a jazz concert at Jazz
at the Bistro, an award-winning jazz room
and restaurant located just across the street
from the Fox Theater in St. Louis’ Grand
Center Arts District.
Landolt will be playing with a group as
part of the jazz program Jazz St. Louis, or
JazzU.
Landolt, who is influenced by elite drummers such as Buddy Rich, Elvin Jones, Max
Roach, and Keith Moon, became interested
in the program after watching his younger
sister play in it and hearing about it from his
old band director.
“I’m truly happy just to be a part of this
program. The feeling you get from playing
jazz is unlike any other,” said Landolt.
Last May, Landolt sent in a three-page
application to the program, in which he told
the directors about his musical background

and preferred music styles, jazz and rock.
He then got fine arts teachers Bryan Mueller and Joseph “Doc” Koestner to send in
recommendation letters for him. A month
later, Landolt received a letter inviting him
to audition for the program.
	At the audition, which lasted for about
half an hour, Landolt’s skills were tested
rigorously, but he made it through the auditions and received another letter in early
August saying that he’d been accepted into
the program. Landolt was placed in a group of
other St. Louis area high school students.
For Monday’s concert Landolt was
asked to play for the top group of musicians
along with his original group. Landolt will
be playing the classic jazz songs “A Caddy
for Daddy” by Hank Mobley and “Freddie
Freeloader” by Miles Davis.
Landolt is very excited for the concert.
“It’s without a doubt an honor to be accepted,
and even more so to get to play in more than
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Landolt ‘10 plays for JazzU
S

see LANDOLT, 13
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SLUH Diversity survey to
come

Ben Kim
News Editor
t. Louis U. High will hold an online
diversity survey in January in order to
assess the school’s diversity climate. The
survey is the first of its kind for diversity
at SLUH and is part of a two-stage project
that SLUH will undergo until the end of
the school year. The SLUH administration
is currently preparing e-mail messages
and letters explaining the survey and its
procedures. The letters will be sent before
Christmas Break.
“Right now it is just letting people know
and getting the word out there,” said Principal
John Moran.
“One of the things we want to do is figure
where we are with things as they relate to
diversity in the school before we start any
strategic planning,” said Assistant Principal
for Diversity Robert Evans. “This is a tool
to figure out where we are.”
The Online Climate Survey is the first
part of the Assessment of Inclusivity and
Multiculturalism (AIM), a system developed
by the National Association of Independent
Schools (NAIS). According to NAIS’s website, AIM “is a comprehensive assessment
tool that engages your school community
in evaluating inclusivity and multiculturalism.”
Available from Jan. 19 to Feb. 19, the
survey will take about 15 to 20 minutes to
complete and is a mix of multiple choice
and short answer questions. According to
Evans, the questions will be geared around
“core identifiers,” such as age, ethnicity,
gender, race, religion, and class. The survey
is designed to be completely anonymous.
Families will receive a postcard with instructions and the URL link shortly before the
survey opens.
“The online survey is where we figure
out how everyone feels about what is going
on and the climate of the school as it relates
to inclusivity and multiculturalism,” said
Evans.
	After the survey is completed and NAIS
sends the data to SLUH, the second part of
the project will start, the Self-Assessment
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Mike Lumetta
in their first dual in the Danis Field House
Core Staff
last Thursday. After sophomore Sean Ramhe St. Louis U. High wrestling team maha dropped a 14-6 major decision at 171
(2-1, 1-0 Metro Catholic Conference) pounds, senior Peter Everson (189) pinned
dropped a dual against
his opponent
Windsor but placed
on an explosive
sixth in the Parkway
double for a 6-4
South
Tournament
SLUH lead.
and picked up their
The Saturdayfirst MCC win over
NightRideBills
CBC this past week.
won only one
Junior Espen Conley
of the next eight
led the Jr. Bills with a
but then rattled
first-place finish in the
off 24 consecutournament, his first of
tive points to
the year.
end the match.
Senior Andrew Danter looks for good position against his
Full of confidence
In the first peCBC opponent on Wednesday.
from their 48-30 win over Hazelwood West, riod of the 140-pound bout, sophomore
the Jr. Bills opened up well against Windsor Will Whitney hit a sweep and, when he got
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in trouble with legs in, locked up a spladle,
a move in which the wrestler traps his opponent’s legs by his head and holds him on
his back for the pin.
“I felt the spladle come open,” said
Whitney. “I mean, I worked all summer on
this stuff.”
	After seniors Andrew Danter (145) and
Conley (152) coasted to easy pins, senior
David Lopez received a bye to end the match
with the Jr. Bills falling 40-33.
Head coach Jon Ott said that the team
may not have prepared adequately enough
mentally for Windsor. “I think, first of all,
we need to be ready to wrestle,” he said.
	The Jr. Bills improved their preparation
Friday in the Parkway South Tournament, a
five-dual pool play tournament.

see WRASSLING, 10

Basketball 4-0 for first time since 1992
Nate Heagney
Reporter
he St. Louis U. High basketball team
garnered two wins in the past week,
improving to 4-0 on the season, the first
time since the ’92-’93 season (or current faculty member and former varsity
captain Tim Rittenhouse’s senior year)
that the team has begun by winning four
straight. On Friday, they took home the
championship of the Southside Classic for
the second straight year, as they beat the
St. Mary’s Dragons 52-36 at Bishop DuBourg. Then, on Tuesday, the RossIsBossbills overcame a slow start to take down
the Black Knights of Farmington, 65-58.
	Against Bishop DuBourg the week
before, SLUH’s offense and shooting had
struggled early, but on the first play of the
game against St. Mary’s, the ButtsHasUpsbills found no such problems, as senior Mike

“Butts” Butler slammed home an alley-oop to tough shots over the much taller SLUH
put SLUH on the board. The CoachWalshbills defenders. At halftime, the FlickWebbBills
came out in a stifling zone on
led 24-16.
defense and St. Mary’s had little
SLUH came out of
success on offense.
halftime playing well and
	Although they held St.
stretched their lead to
Mary’s to a measly six first
32-21 after a three-pointer
quarter points, the Jr. Bills
by senior Mike Mayberger.
couldn’t capitalize as they
However, the Dragons
scored only ten points themwould not give in as they
selves and led 10-6.
broke off an 8-2 run that
In the second quarter, the
stretched into the fourth
Jr. Bills, behind the inside-out
quarter.
play of Butler, played better
But eventually St.
on offense and broke down
Mary’s lack of depth began
the Dragons’ defense for sevto make a difference and
eral open lay-ups and threeSLUH took advantage of
pointers. However, SLUH’s
their fatigue, exploiting
defense had trouble stopping
them for steals and fastthe penetration of Connelly, Tim Cooney drives for a layup in an break points. Despite a
who managed to make several overtime loss to Lee Summit North.
see BASKET, 14

JV Wrestling

JV Hockey

B Basketball

Record: 5-1
Last game: 4-1 win vs. Kirkwood
Key player: Sophomore Tim Coleman
Next game: vs. Francis Howell 12/13

Record: 5-0
Last game: 54-50 win at Webster
Key player: Sophomore Matt Clark, 17
points
Next game: vs. CBC 12/15

T
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JV Sports Updates

Record: 2-0
Last meet: Win vs. CBC
Key wrestler: Sophomore Parker Schenk,
2nd at Parkway South Tournament
Next meet: vs. Vianney 12/14

-Compiled by Mike Lumetta, Eric Mueth, Daniel Schmitt
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Puckbills net 11, Patriot uprising supressed

December 11, 2009

Volume 74, Issue 13

Sam Bufe
yet quenched. Junior Andrew Evola and Felts
Reporter
both scored in the third to make an astoundfter Metro Catholic Conference ing total of 11 goals. Junior net-minder Justin
(MCC) rivals Vianney and DeSmet Ragland stopped all 14 shots that came his
left the St. Louis U. High community filled way to earn himself his second shutout of
regularwith discontent last week, the
season
Jr. Bill hockey team took out
play.
its fury on Parkway South last
	P l a c e
Saturday, throttling the Patrisaid that
ots 11-0.
the team
SLUH lit the lamp five
w a s
times in the first. Junior Matt
“really
Potter scored first. His goal was
getting
followed by a goal from sophosome
more Jack Fogarty, a goal from
g o o d
senior Kyle Felts, and two goals
chemfrom freshman Chase Berger.
i s t r y. ”
	SLUH entered the second
Teachperiod with a commanding 5-0
i n g
lead and then added four more
Senior captain Kurt Eisele battles for the puck against his
chemisgoals: two more from Berger
defender in the Jr. Bills’ 11-0 win over parkway South.
try
seems
and one from sophomore Trent
to
be
a
strong
suit
of
head
coach
Charlie
Lulow. And, in his first game of the season,
Busenhart.
senior Greg Place scored a goal.
Berger, who has scored six goals in the
But the U. High’s thirst for goals was not

A

Photo by Dr. Rick Kuebel

-Compiled by
Adam Cruz

last two games, said of his recent scoring, “I
am playing with a lot of good players, and
really, I have gotten a little lucky, too.”
SLUH’s next game is at 8:00 p.m. Saturday night against Chaminade. Last time
SLUH played Chaminade, senior Brandon
Eversgerd scored the Jr. Bills’ only goal late
in the third period in a 1-1 tie.

Corrections and
Amplifications

-Last week in the article “Probst and Minden-Birkenmaier in Opera,” the Prep News
incorrectly stated that Minden-Birkenmaier
had to keep count for 20 minutes. It should
have been 20 measures.
-Last week in the article “Language teachers
go to San Diego,” the Prep News incorrectly
stated that Spanish teacher Charles Merriot
learned a new teaching method for the subjunctive case. The phrase should have been
the subjunctive mood.

Conversation Cube

Jake Fechter, varsity
basketball point guard

I model my game John Stockton.
after...

Joel Geders, senior wrestler

Grand Funk Railroad.

Trent Lulow,
sophomore hockey
player

T.J. Oshie.

Dan Whitley.

“Well I’ll be a
monkle’s unkie.”

Weirdest thing an
opponent has said
to me...

Nothing said, but Jason
Meehan (Webster) blows
kisses from across the
baseline during free
throws.

“Yeah, I saw you
checking me out
from across the
mat.”

“You have a cute
dog.”

Most heated rivalry
(individual person
or team)...

Cory McCarthy of CBC.
We’ve played against each
other since grade school, and
every time we play him I
have extra motivation to stop
him.

CBC.

DeSmet.

My team, in one
word...
My team will win
state if...

Heart
Jay (DiMaggio)
starts dunking. Or
hitting threes. Or
both.

Matt Hencken,
racquetball No. 2
seed

Parkway West.

Fun-loving.

Sacrifice

Young

We lived in Kansas
City and our school
was named Park
Hill.

If Stewart Fogarty We push ourselves
was still playing for to try harder.
SLUH.
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Greatness before Payne

7

2000 graduate and tailback remembered

Adam Cruz
current assistant coach and Payne’s former teammate Mark Kornfeld.
Sports Editor
“He was always a great and positive teammate, and he was on one
or more than a decade, the number 23 has been a symbol of or two special teams, but he didn’t make an impact really until the
greatness in SLUH football. Renato Fitzpatrick donned the playoff run our senior year.”
number on his way to setting school rushing records from 1994
“Up until the playoff run, Bryant didn’t play much and it was
to 1996. Stephen Simmons wore it as the centerpiece of one of the very frustrating for him,” said Payne Sr. “He was sitting behind
most talented teams in SLUH history and then carried it all the people who he knew he was more talented than, and just needed
way to Northwestern University.
his shot.”
And just last year, Ronnie Wingo
His shot came in game eight
continued the 23 tradition by beof his senior year.
ing an All-American his senior
That year, future all-state quaryear, and now scores touchdowns
terback Mark Kornfeld’s senior
on Saturdays as a true freshman
year, the team had overachieved
at Arkansas. And the greatness of
in its first 8 games, starting 7-1
the number 23 was once encomand earning a No. 6 in the Postpassed by Willard Payne, ’00, ten
Dispatch.
years ago, a greatness his mother
“The year before, the team
believed he carried until the day
was big and very talented, and
he died.
was victim to a very tough first
	Payne died this past summer.
round playoff game,” said coach
After graduating from SLUH, he
Mark Tychonievich. “That year
attended Florida A&M, but suf(1999), the team got fire at the
fered from paranoid schizophrenia
start of the year and made up for
and returned home. Payne went
a lot of the things they lacked.”
on medication and enrolled at the
Like the year before, Payne’s
University of Missouri-St. Louis,
contributions heading into a
but his problems, unseen in the
district game against No. 5 HaPayne, 23 (middle), fights for yardage against Gateway Tech.
first 18 years of his life, continued.
zelwood Central were restricted
In June, Payne went to Forest Park with two women, and his body to kick returns and other special teams duties. All of that changed
was found the next day. He was 26 years old.
when starting running back Evan Noetzel, ’00, went down with torn
“Those final days, something had to have been off,” said head ligaments in his knees late in the game, and Payne took his place.
football coach Gary Kornfeld. “Nothing I read or heard about indi- SLUH narrowly hung on, but Noetzel was done for the year.
cated anything like the player we coached that always had a smile
“Willard was incredibly shifty, but he was very undersized and
on his face.”
not even the fastest guy on the field,” said Mark Kornfeld. “He hid
	And for two and a half years of SLUH football, that’s what Wil- behind the linemen well and used that to his advantage. We needed
lard would be noted for—his smile. Payne (known as Bryant Payne him to help elongate our season.”
by family members) began playing when he was seven years old as
In Payne’s first start, the team took on No. 9 McCluer North in
a Junior Football League (JFL) running back for both U. City Rec the district final. Though Payne scored his first varsity touchdown,
and later Normandy, both of which his father, also named Willard for the most part the team shied away from the run and relied heavPayne, helped coach.
ily on Mark Kornfeld, who set both individual and career passing
“We were always undefeated in JFL—Bryant had never played records in the 40-31 victory.
on a losing team,” said Payne Sr., who played with Gary Kornfeld at 	The team was securely in the playoffs, but the road to State was
Southeast Missouri. “Freshman year we held him out (from SLUH treacherous—No. 2 Hazelwood East awaited them in round one,
football) so he could play for my team one more year, and we won and No. 1 Pattonville would likely be waiting in a potential round
the championship.”
two.
However, despite these early successes, Willard did not find 	At East, the Spartans were heavily favored against a seemingly
similar success in his sophomore and junior seasons at SLUH, play- one-dimensional SLUH attack. However, Payne once again scored
ing sparingly.
(as he would in each of his starts), and, more impressively, took a
“He was always a really nice guy, but kind of quiet too,” said
see PAYNE, 8
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him, jumping up and down. I’m kissing the side of his helmet, and
pounding his 5’5,’’ 145-pound frame was not expected to be able he has the biggest smile on his face … (The play) was huge.”
	The improbable dream for both Payne and the team ended the
to take.
“East was huge—they were much, much bigger than us,” said next week against the eventual state champion Mehlville Panthers
in a 19-14 loss. Kornfeld went down with
Mark Kornfeld. “Willard took a
an ankle injury early, and Mehlville scored
pounding running the ball, but he
with five minutes left to dash the hopes of
just popped right back up every
the Jr. Bills. However, the memory of both
time.”
the playoff run and Willard’s contribution
“Willard took some huge pops,
lives on.
but he’d just get up and get back in
“He was a competitor, and we were
the huddle,” said Athletic Director
lucky to have him” said Gary Kornfeld.
Dick Wehner.
“But mostly, he was just a kind-hearted
	Payne’s toughness prevailed,
kid, a friend to all, who never had any
especially on a key halfback pass
enemies.”
back to Mark Kornfeld late in the
Wehner, who also taught Willard in thefourth quarter, helping SLUH finish
ology, echoed Kornfeld’s sentiments. “He
off a 35-33 upset.
got the most out of himself in whatever he
	Although most were shocked
did, both physically and academically. He
at the annual back-up’s sudden
was always a source of good will, and if he
success, a few were not surprised.
was a part of your guys’ class today, he’d
“Bryant always knew he was
be just as beloved as he was then.”
capable of it,” said his mother,
“Couldn’t have asked for a better teamKaren Payne. “He just needed an
mate,” said Mark Kornfeld.
opportunity and when he got it, he
	Karen Payne also looks back fondly
seized.”
on the playoff run and her son, but also
“Maybe (SLUH) was surprised,
stressed Willard’s impact beyond football.
but a lot of guys on the teams he
“He always strived to be a man for others,
played against, like the Hazelwoods,
and even when he had his problems later,
they weren’t,” said his father. “He
with his aunt, Gretchen Wilkes, at
that’s what he was—a man for others.”
had played against all of them in Payne’s trademark grin on dispay
graduation.
While many mentioned the kick return
grade school. They knew what Bryant was capable of.”
With the upset, the team geared up to face a top-ranked Pat- as their fondest memory of the historic run, Karen cited a different
tonville squad. Aided by a first half Payne touchdown, the Jr. Bills memory that was perhaps more special to Willard. After the loss to
held a surprising 14-10 lead at the half. However, Pattonville scored Mehlville, while Willard changed after the game, Coach Kornfeld
early on a trick play to gain the lead and quiet the SLUH sideline. came up to his locker and shook his hand, thanking him for his outThe silence was short-lived, as on the next play Payne made standing performances that got the team as far as they had gone.
“It’s impossible to say how much that meant to Willard, to gain
history. In a play remembered by almost all involved, Payne, after
initially fumbling the kick, returned the ball 94 yards for the score. newfound respect from Coach Kornfeld,” said Karen. “He seized
The kick return was the seventh longest in SLUH’s history, and gave his opportunity and found success, but he also gained respect along
the Jr. Bills a lead they would hold the rest of the game in a 34-17 the way.”
	Ten years later, a number 23 jersey would be presented to
upset that vaulted them into the state’s final four.
“That kick really broke Pattonville’s back,” said Gary Kornfeld. Payne’s mother at the wake. Ten years later, the same teammates
“When Willard crossed that goal line they were down on themselves with whom he was mourning the end of the season would be mourning his death. But ten years ago, all that mattered to Willard Bryant
and never got back up.”
	Remembered Mark Kornfeld, “Mr. Sciuto, I think, got a picture Payne was a handshake for a job well done, and seizing a chance
of the team right after Willard’s return. Everyone is going nuts around to finally prove himself.
Photo Courtesy of Karen Payne

Todayís Special Schedule

Warning Bell
Zero Hour
Mass in Chapel
Warning Tone
Homeroom
Period 1

6:55
7:00-7:45
7:20
7:45
7:50-8:00
8:04-8:49

8:53-9:38
Period 2
9:42-10:27
Period 3a (SO/JR)
Fine Arts Assembly (FR/SR) 9:42-10:12
10:27-11:12
Period 3b (FR/SR)
Fine Arts Assembly (SO/JR) 10:32-11:02
11:16-12:01
Period 4

Period 5a
FR/SO Lunch
Period 5b
JR/SR Lunch
Examen
Period 6
Period 7

12:05-12:50
12:05-12:35
12:35-1:20
12:50-1:20
1:24-1:26
1:26-2:11
2:15-3:00
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John Webb
Reporter
he St. Louis U. High chess team came
away with a 30-0 sweep in a match
against Affton High School last Wednesday at Affton.
	SLUH participates in the East Conference of the Gateway Chess League, which
includes Metro, Crossroads School, Belleville East, Belleville West, Affton, and
Alton. The Chessbills only have matches
against East Conference opponents.
Meets consist of play on five boards, the
first board being worth eight points and each
board descending by one point for a total of

30 possible points.
	The first and second boards were
played by seniors Peter Harris and Joe Ebel,
respectively. Kyle Padberg, the only sophomore on the team, played third, followed
by two juniors, Kevin Buettner and Ralph
Scozzafava, playing fourth and fifth board,
respectively.
	Padberg got up early, pinning his opponent’s queen, the most valuable piece in
the game. He then went on the defensive.
His opponent gained the upper hand, but
then made a mistake that Padberg was able
to take advantage of for the win.
	Scozzafava was down early, but came

back and won by using his queen.
“It was good work,” said Scozzafava.
“We showed strength at all points.”
	The team captain, Harris, defeated his
opponent in only 11 moves. “I was happy
with the performance,” said Harris. “Hopefully all the matches go that way.”
The Chessbills play their next match at
SLUH on Jan. 6 against Metro.
In other chess news, the winner of the
SLUH chess tournament is still to be decided
in a match between Harris and Latin teacher
James Gioia. There was no comment on when
the championship game will be played.

(from 1)
information on the two vaccine types, were
sent home in early November. SLUH had
hoped for all the consent forms to be filled
out and returned, clearly stating whether
or not the parents desired the vaccination
for their son, but only 50 percent of SLUH
families complied.
	As a result, at the Dec. 4 consent form
deadline, Gilbert received most of the 525
forms he has on file. Students though can still
be vaccinated Monday, and consent forms are
available in the main office and in Gilbert’s
office. Students must have a signed consent
form by their parents in order to receive the
vaccine.
	The H1N1 impact on SLUH has been
decreasing. While SLUH did have many

absences in October during quarter exams
(see Vol. 74, Issue 8), Gilbert hasn’t “seen
anything near to the flow (he) saw” in that
week.
	According to secretary Marla Mauer,
there have only been six confirmed cases
of H1N1 in the second quarter so far, which
are “significantly lower” than in the first
quarter.
	According to the recent CDC Fluview,
a weekly influenza report, from Nov. 22 to
28, “influenza activity continued to decrease
in the U.S.”
In its 2009 H1N1 Flu: Situation Update, the CDC stated that doctor visits for
influenza-like illnesses (ILI) decreased nationally again like last week, making it the
“fifth consecutive week of national decreases

in ILI after four consecutive weeks of sharp
increases.”
“(Combating H1N1) is a collaborative
effort,” said Gilbert. “It isn’t just me and
my co-workers. It is you guys, and we are
tackling it.”
But Gilbert emphasized that another
rise in the swine flu in the future is possible,
especially with the holidays approaching.
He warned how the crowded homes and
stores could help the virus spread quickly
and urged people to maintain basic sanitary
practices. CDC also mentioned that though
major key indicators for influenza activity
have decreased, most “remain higher than
normal for this time of year.”
“If it did spike again, it would certainly
make perfect sense,” said Gilbert.

T

Vaccine

ARCHBISHOP

(from 3)
have to say to them.
As I said, this is your second visit to St. Louis U. High this
school year. What has been your somewhat outside perception
of things here?
Well, I would say three things. Number one, you seem to have excellent facilities. That’s very obvious as soon as you arrive. Also, there
seems to be a really positive academic spirit. And even though I
think some of your athletic teams have struggled, I thought you did
very well in some of the district finals, and I enjoy reading about
SLUH when it’s in the newspaper. I’m very proud of the Catholic
high schools in the archdiocese. We’ve been very blessed to have
some great schools, and obviously SLUH’s one of them. Although
I think the young people that know me from DeSmet are wondering
why I’m here today. But I don’t think they have school.
Did you spend some time there?

No, I just met the people from there. I got a shirt from them.
Last, can you elaborate a little more on that relationship between
being a school under the direction of the Jesuits and being a
diocesan school?
The Archdiocese of St. Louis has had a long, long tradition of
Jesuit education, almost back to the beginning of the archdiocese.
At the same time, the bishop has a particular role in every school,
whether it’s Jesuit or Dominican or diocesan, as the faith leader
and representing the Holy Father in a particular area of the world.
And so, while the Jesuits run the school on a day-to-day basis, and
they make the significant decisions, I still have to remain involved
knowing the people and making sure the faith is strong and people
are growing closer to the Lord. So it’s a partnership, if you had to
choose a word.
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SLUH opened against Jackson, however,
and struggled to win matches but received
seven byes against Columbia Hickman. On
Saturday, the Jr. Bills fared better against
Mehlville and Parkway South, but struggled
against a stronger Francis Howell North
team. Nevertheless, the Jr. Bills advanced
six wrestlers to the medal round.
Whitney started SLUH’s medal round
against Lindbergh’s Michael Slyman in the
140-pound third-place match. Slyman, who
took the initiative from neutral, controlled
the match and won 7-1.
	Danter, who was also going for third,
faced off against Vianney’s Nick Dondzila.
Though the match score remained close to
even for most of the match, Dondzila hit his
moves with more ease than Danter.
With the match tied 7-7, Danter took a
bad shot on a sweep, and Dondzila sprawled
and worked a nearside cradle. He put Danter
to his back but could not keep control, so
Danter rocked back for the pin as the clock
neared zero.
“When he took it (the cradle) over, I
kind of rolled through with it and stuck him
on his back, and I was able to post out and
keep him on his back long enough for the
pin,” said Danter.
In the championship at 152, Conley
coasted to a 12-5 win over Lafayette’s Ben
Westfall to move to 8-0 on the season. He
scored takedowns almost at will and surrendered no takedowns himself en route to
the championship.
	At 160 pounds, senior David Lopez
dropped the fifth-place match to Vianney’s
Brian Hanavatin, who locked up a cradle
and rolled Lopez onto his back for the pin.
For the majority of the 189-pound
fifth-place match, Lindbergh’s Chris Kew
dominated Everson. Despite his success and

7-2 lead, though, Kew lost his hold on a turn,
and Everson seized his chance and pinned
Kew.
	Junior Brian Gass gave the GoCrazybills
a few final points in the fifth-place bout at 215.
His opponent, CBC’s Tom Nester, scored first
from a front headlock but chose bottom in
the second. The fairly typical choice proved
a mistake. Gass rode him out for the period
and finally turned him on a power half for
a 3-2 lead. After Nester escaped to start the
third, Gass caught him by surprise with a
double-leg and pinned him.
	Gass credited his success on top to new
assistant coach Patrick Byrne’s instruction.
“What really worked out was that I just
kept driving into him,” he said.
	Ott said that the number of placers will
boost the morale of the whole team.
“The more guys you have wrestling
later in a tournament, the more confidence
you develop as a team,” he said, adding
that medalists offer a tangible example for
younger wrestlers.
In the MCC opener Wednesday, the Jr.
Bills jumped out to a 24-0 lead over CBC with
four consecutive pins. Junior C.J. Swanger,
Whitney, Danter, and Conley, all of whom
dropped down a weight class, gave SLUH
the superb start. Conley moved to 9-0 on the
year with his fifth pin and again executed
almost any takedown he wanted.
	Conley said that he will continue to
wrestle just as tenaciously as he takes on
tougher opponents. “Just look at everybody
the same. Nobody’s really unbeatable for me
this year,” he said.
	CBC senior Matt Bernardini began the
Cadets’ charge back into the dual at 152 with
a 17-2 tech fall over Lopez. Lopez had a
chance to take some momentum in the first
period on a head-and-arm, but he did not
post, and Bernardini rolled through for a 6-1

lead. The Cadets also scored pins at 160 and
171 to pull within seven points, 24-17.
	Everson and Gass tacked on to SLUH’s
slimming lead, though. Everson did not
wrestle well but nevertheless pinned his
opponent on an armbar. In a rematch of the
Parkway South fifth-place match, Gass again
defeated Nester by pin. He climbed back
from a 6-0 deficit with a Peterson roll and a
reverse on a single-leg.
	CBC made another charge after the
215 bout, interrupted only by freshman
Alex Tackes at 103. After a 2-0 win by the
CBC heavyweight over senior Alex Myers,
Tackes rebounded from an early 7-0 deficit
and crunched his opponent into a cradle for
the second-period pin and a 42-20 SLUH
lead.
	The Jr. Bills would surrender 15 points
in the last three matches on a bye, a pin, and
a devastating 8-7 loss by sophomore Nick
Danter at 125. The CBC 125 jumped out to
an 8-0 lead, but Danter responded with a
head-and-arm to regain five of those points.
Later Danter turned his opponent on a power
half, but he only got a four-count and could
not even the score. He tried desperately to get
another turn and almost succeeded twice, but
the ref was reluctant to grant him near-fall
points.
The 42-35 win marked the first step
in the I’mTheBestbills’ quest for the MCC
championship. “Obviously, if you want to
win the conference, you have to win each
dual,” said Ott.
	Everson, however, thought that the
team should have had more confidence in
their many close losses. “It’s good but it’s
not good enough,” he said. “We still lost a
lot of close matches.”
The team will wrestle next tomorrow in
the Ritenour Tournament.

C Wrestling
Record: 2-1
Last meet: Win vs. CBC
Key wrestler: Jack Flotte, pin
Next meet: vs. Vianney 12/14

Last game: 2-2 tie vs. Oakville
Key player: Andrew Zeiss, 2 goals
Next game: at Northwest 12/13

C (White) Basketball
Record: 6-0
Last game: 49-40 win vs. Kirkwood
Key player: Mike Simon, 15 points
Next game: vs. DuBourg 12/11

C Hockey
Record: 3-1-1

C Sports Updates
C (Blue) Basketball
Record: 1-2
Last game: 42-37 loss to Chaminade
Key player: Brian Howard, 10 points
Next game: at Vianney 12/18

-Compliled by John Schulz, Sam Morris,
Ryan Trenter, Brendan Bement
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(from 1)
the Manchester Road entrance.
“By force of necessity, we learned how to
use those various entry points (to the parking
lot), and so it can continue, and especially it’ll
continue when we need it,” said Laughlin.
“We’ll still be able to monitor and use those
exits for the benefit of accessibility.”
However, one or both of those entrances
may be closed for safety and security concerns.
“Having the convenience of both entrances has benefited students,” said Director
of Facilities Joe Rankin. “As long as we can
keep those options safe and secure, then I
don’t see that being an issue keeping that option open.” Rankin said he expects the gates
to remain open in the mornings from 6:30
to 8:30 a.m. and 3 to 3:30 p.m. every school
day until the end of the year at least.
	Though students enter the highway
from many different locations, because of
its proximity to the school, most who use
the highway do so for the final leg of their
commute. Since SLUH lies between exits at
Kingshighway and at Hampton, these students can now use these majorly redesigned
interchanges.
Students exiting at Hampton Avenue will
no longer have to grip their steering wheels in
the tight loop of the old cloverleaf-style ramp.
Also students on the exit ramp at Hampton
now have the option of traveling beneath
Hampton to Oakland Avenue at Oakview
Place, delivering them about a mile closer
to school than with the old design.
Because Kingshighway is one of the most
heavily used roadways that crosses Highway
40, MoDOT used the road as the fulcrum
for the reconstruction operation, allowing
Kingshighway to stay open throughout the
entire process. Now completed, the state has
replaced the problematic cloverleaf design
at Kingshighway with a more streamlined
single-point interchange, like at Hampton.
“We did need to replace the fifty-to seventy-year-old highway and the old bridges,
but we also rebuilt all of the interchanges
so that they would move traffic better,” said
I-64 Community Relations Manager for
the Missouri Department of Transportation
(MoDOT) Linda Wilson.
“There’s going to continue to be some
minor work done on the highway, but pretty
much we’re done with everything that’s
going to affect traffic, and we hope that it

works really well for everyone there at the
high school,” said Wilson. Wilson added
that only minor work remains that should
not affect traffic.
	So far the commute has improved for
many SLUH students, faculty, and staff.
“It’s always been a lengthy commute,”
said Assistant Principal for Student Life
Brock Kesterson, who lives in O’Fallon, Mo.
“Coming in in the morning I think things
have certainly been better. It’s been a real
simple commute in the morning. Shaving
about another twelve or so minutes off my
time, to me, is valuable.”
“We get to sleep a little extra in the morning, which helps out,” said sophomore Nick
Danter. “It’s pretty smooth. On Highway 44
you’d go over a bump and on Highway 40,
you can fall asleep without even realizing
it. … There’s not very much traffic at all.
There’s four or five lanes, so it keeps pretty
good pace.”
	Said junior Jimmy Reichenbach, who
lives near Interstate 270 and Page Avenue,
“So when the highway first closed, it was
real tough. I had to experiment with some
new routes, but now that that’s over I cut
my time down pretty much in half. It takes
about 20 minutes, whereas it used to take 40
to 45.”
	Reichenbach was also one of many in
the SLUH community who took part in the
multitude of festivities this Sunday to commemorate the grand opening of Highway 40.
According to the flyer for the event found on
MoDOT’s website for the project, thenewi64.
org, the day included cycling time trials, a
5K run, recreation time for strolling and
biking, and finally an official I-64 ribbon
cutting ceremony with an unveiling of the
Jack Buck memorial highway sign.
	Reichenbach took part in the cycling
time trials, as did English teacher Steve
Missey.
“It was very cold,” said Reichenbach of
Sunday morning. “I was a little intimidated
at first because everyone else was over 20,
but once the time trial started I felt real
good. … It was cool to see everyone with
sponsorships and $10,000 bikes, and it was
just cool going on the highway.”
	Several students took part in the 5K run
as well. According to the St. Louis Track
Club’s website, three of the top 20 male
finishers were SLUH seniors. Seniors Caleb
Ford, Charlie Stoltze, and McLaughlin placed
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second, seventh, and twentieth with times of
16:48, 17:35, and 18:22, respectively.
	Among SLUH participants in the recreational time were English teachers Rich
Moran and Frank Kovarik. According to
Moran, he and Kovarik “biked round trip
to Hanley, and (Kovarik) took a fine photo
of Sunday’s ceremonial opening.”
“We’ve got a long, storied history of
people coming from all points and directions,
and I wanted us, and I think a lot of people
here wanted us to be part of the solution for
the region,” said Laughlin. “I don’t think (the
closure) had any terribly critical, negative
effect on SLUH. Was it inconvenient for
people? Absolutely. Was it at times a little
bit of a frustration? Sure. But I think people
kind of worked their way though it.”

PROJECT

(from 2)
Although there were many bad experiences, some seniors who volunteered at
hospitals had a successful project.
“In my opinion, it was the best. I cannot believe they aren’t letting people go to
hospitals anymore because me and all my
buddies came away from there with a great
experience,” said Dan Niese, ’08, who volunteered at St. Louis Children’s Hospital. “I
did zero paperwork and most of the time I
spent with a small girl dying of cancer. My
buddies and I occupied the children who
were getting chemotherapy. It was pretty
unbelievable.”
While students cannot volunteer at
hospitals, there are over 75 sites that SLUH
works with, and Bieber believes everyone
can find a site for his project.
	New organizations have been added this
year to offset the removal of the hospitals
from the programs. One is the Independence
Center, which according to its website is an
organization that promotes rehabilitation
and employment and provides educational,
social, and housing opportunities for people
with serious and persistent mental illnesses
such as bipolar disorder, depression, and
schizophrenia. St. Louis Language Immersion School, another new organization,
encourages world language developments in
kindergarten through fifth grades, according
to their website.
	The seniors will be on their projects
from Jan. 4 to Jan. 28.
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between his legs as he danced around the
stage.
	The freshman duo of Andrew Trinh and
Columbian exchange student Juan Diego Navarro, calling themselves We.Cant.Dance.,
stole the show with their break dancing talent.
The two fed off each other with a high level
of synergy break dancing. They spun, twisted,
jumped, and flipped along the stage with their
loose jeans on and hats to the side.
	Circus Club performers Mike Tynan and
Simon Clark made their way back to the stage
in Act Two with a talent returning from the
2006 talent show, unicycle jousting. After
three rounds, Tynan came out the winner.
	STUCO closed out the show as Sophomore Class President Jack Witthaus eased
Mueller into the Christmas spirit as he read
aloud the Nativity story. After that, all the

performers came on stage and sang “Silent
Night” together as the crowd joined in.
	STUCO believes that the show—
Mueller’s dream—was a success as STUCO
moderator Brock Kesterson and Vice President for Pastoral Activities James Fister both
responded saying, “It went extremely well.”
Kesterson added, “the results matched the
hard work we put in.”
	Although Fister said the attendance was
down, he felt that it was understandable,
explaining that “three grades had never seen
a SLUH talent show before, so they didn’t
know what it was all about.”
	The night was a success for Project Ark,
which is committed to providing services that
enhance the lives of children, young adults,
women and families affected by HIV. The
organization coordinates medical care, social
support, and prevention services.

	STUCO decided to donate the funds
to Project Ark because the charity used to
receive donations from the Association
for Cultural Enrichment at SLUH (ACES)
around Christmas, but recently STUCO’s
International Christmas Drive has conflicted
with the donations. With that in mind, STUCO decided that they would give the money
from the Talent Show to Project Ark.
	The only problem that STUCO encountered was a crunch for time. Mueller
originally planned for the event to be in the
spring, but conflicts moved it up to the December date, and STUCO was only able to
use the stage Saturday afternoon from 4:30
p.m. to 7:00 pm for a rehearsal of show.
	Still, the show went on without a
hitch. Fister said, “I really think we have
established something for the future. It was
awesome.”

(from 2)
Danis Lobby, club offices, and the current
Commons.
Moving the cafeteria to the Commons
will free up the current cafeteria space. The
most recent plan is to move the high school
administrative and main offices to that space,
then turn the vacated main office space into
club offices. However, the school decided on
this plan a few years ago, and Laughlin said
the school should reevaluate whether or not
that is still the best choice.
“In some sense, when the Commons is
finished, we’ll have to dust off that plan, and
decide if it is still the best option,” Laughlin
said.
	Students hope for adequate seating—
more lunch tables and couches.
	Junior Yuichiro Katagiri said couches
like the ones in the Campus Ministry and
English offices would be nice in the new
Commons. “If they put those in the cafeteria,
it could be a relaxing place for studying,” he
said.
	Sophomore Brad Moore said that television sets in the Commons would be good,
but he wonders if such a move would be
realistic.
	Computer teacher John Lan Tran, S.J.,
worried about the balance between the use
of the Commons both as a hang-out area and
as a worship space during Mass.

“How to make it into a cafeteria and
a space for all-school assemblies is a little
tricky,” said Tran. “I don’t really recall seeing that happen in other places.” He said that
the mess that accompanies a cafeteria would
have to be cleaned up for Masses.
“We don’t want a worship place that’s
smelly,” he said.
Laughlin recently met with senior
members of Student Council to discuss the
renovations.
“I thought it was good that he (Laughlin)
only wanted to talk to seniors, because he
knew seniors would speak selflessly because
they wouldn’t get to experience any of (the
renovations),” Pastoral Officer James Fister
said. “We discussed how we saw student life
centered around a Student Commons—how
that would change (things).”
If club offices moved into the current
administrative office area, STUCO would
get an office there. However, Fister worried
that the office’s location in the main academic
building might alienate STUCO from the
student body, as students would spend their
free time in the Commons.
“One of the things that was discussed
was, if we had a Student Commons that was
separated from where the student organizations were, would it be too far separated? If
(the Commons) was going to be the main
hang-out place for students, we’d want our

STUCO room in the Student Commons,”
Fister said. To accommodate STUCO and
the Commons in the same building, one suggestion was to build a second floor into the
Commons that would house administrative
and STUCO offices.
Fister said that STUCO members
stressed the need for versatility. Though the
Commons would be a cafeteria and hang-out
space during schooldays, it would also need
to house dances, reunions, and all-school
Masses.
Fister also said that much of STUCO
agreed that the Commons needs more windows. “That south wall—if we could put
in more windows. That would open up our
campus a little more. People could actually
see out … see the Field House, see the soccer
stadium,” he said.
Laughlin hopes to meet with many different organizations, to synthesize the ideas
he receives, then present that information
to professionals for further plans and cost
appraisals.
“That really all has to take place before
we have a good snapshot of when we’re
going to be able to do this financially,” said
Laughlin. As for a time frame for construction, Laughlin said, “I’ll be a lot better able
to answer that probably second semester of
this year than I am right now.”

COMMONS

December 11, 2009

News

COMPETITIONS
(from 3)
freshman Alex Martinosky moved on from
the preliminary round of the Shakespeare
competition held in the St. Ignatius Conference Room during activity period on Thursday and will compete in the finals Monday
in the theater during activity period.
	Other competitors were sophomores
Sakari McCullough and Joe Milburn, and
freshmen Joe Essig and Joe Merrill.
Luczak, whose experience previous
to the competition included playing Tybalt
in Nerinx Hall’s production of Romeo and
Juliet last year, chose to perform Benedick’s
soliloquy from Act 3, scene 2 of Much Ado
About Nothing.
“I’ve always liked that monologue
ever since I saw the Kenneth Branagh version,” said Luczak of the choice. “There’s
something that’s so much fun about acting

Diversity

Shakespeare because there’s so much life in
the script. It’s very vibrant. Even just reading
it, you want to act as soon as the words get
out of your mouth.”
Hussung serves as the coordinator of
both events. Of this year’s involvement
compared to that of past years, he said,
“One of the things I’m really pleased about
is that we have competitors from each class
year.”
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Prayer Service
Illustrated

cartoon by robert lux

Landolt

(from 4)
one group, including the premier group,” he
said. “To be allowed to play with such great
musicians from all over St. Louis and grow
creatively as an artist is incredible, and it’s
an experience I’m going to hold close in my
heart. I can’t wait to see where this takes
me.”

(from 4)
Process. During this stage, ten faculty groups called Discovery
Committees will research and report on their assigned topics: school
governance and leadership, policy and administration, admissions,
including financial aid, faculty/teacher, teaching and learning, student life, school publications and environment, staff involvement
and life, parent/guardian involvement, and alumni involvement and
investment.
	A Steering Committee that includes Evans, Assistant Principal
for Student Affairs Brock Kesterson, Admissions Director Craig
Hannick, English teacher Frank Kovarik, Economics teacher Lauren
Dickens, Chinese teacher Rueih-Wei Chien, theology teacher Rob
Garavaglia, and counselor Nina See will coordinate these Discovery
Committees.
	After researching these areas, SLUH will send a report to
NAIS, who, in return, will send recommendations for promoting
diversity. Evans hopes the report will be sent by June 2010, making
it approximately a six month-long project. The work on diversity
will then continue into the summer.
According to Evans, since the survey “is pretty expensive,”
he urges everyone in the SLUH community—students, parents,
alumni, faculty and staff, and trustees—to complete the survey in
order to take full advantage of the opportunity. Though students
aren’t required to do the survey, iPod touches and a Playstation 3
will be offered in both class and all-school raffles to help ensure
maximum participation. The raffles will use the survey’s print-out
receipts as tickets.
“(Diversity) is not work that you finish,” said Moran. “It’s work
you are always attentive to, you’re always trying to keep yourself
mindful of how can I help build as inclusive a community as we
could be … What’s this going to tell us about the next thing we
should be doing?”
“As Assistant Principal for Diversity, I need to figure out what
is working and what isn’t in this school,” said Evans.

Forecast printed with permission of the
National Weather Service.
St. Louis, MO Weather Service Office
Phone: 636-441-8467
Compiled by Nick Fandos and Conor
Gearin
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by Patrick O’Leary
Friday, December 11
Special Schedule
STUCO Christmas Drive
Fine Arts Assembly
BBALL @ Webster Tourney
C-W BBALL vs. Bishop DuBourg
AP Snack—Waffle Fries
Lunch: Special—Pasta with Garlic Bread
Healthy—Soup in Bread Bowl
Saturday, December 12
STUCO Christmas Drive
ACT 8am
BBALL @ Webster Tourney
WRES @ Ritenour Tourney
HOC vs. Chaminade @ Affton Ice Rink
Sunday, December 13
STUCO Christmas Drive
Alumni Board Mass and Brunch 11am
Winter Band Concert 1pm
Winter Chorus Concert 4pm
Monday, December 14
Schedule R
H1N1 Vaccinations 8am
Missouri Mathematics League AP

Shelby Foote
Calendar

Fr. Basketball Intramurals:
J124 (Currigan) vs. M115 (Xavier)
M113 (Sheehan) vs. M109 (Regis)
J123 (Campion) vs. M103 (Hagan)
WRES vs. Vianney
AP Snack—Nachos
Lunch: Special—Fried Chicken
Healthy—Fish ‘n’ Chips
Tuesday, December 15
Schedule R
Sports Pep Rally
BBALL vs. CBC 6pm
B BBALL vs. CBC 4:30pm
AP Snack—Beef Taquitos
Lunch: Special—Chicken Bacon Cheese
Healthy—Baked Chicken Quarter
Wednesday, December 16
Schedule R
Sr. Exams
Fr. English Tutorial
So./Jr. Music Trivia @ Field House AP
AP Snack—Apple Strudel Sticks
Lunch: Special—BBQ Burger
Healthy—Pizza

December 11, 2009
Dec. 11 - Dec. 18

Thursday, December 17
Schedule R
Sr. Exams
Fr. Basketball Intramurals:
J124/M115 winner vs. M105 (Loyola)
M113/M109 winner vs. J121 (Backer)
J127 (Dunn) vs. M107 (Murphy)
Ignatian Mix-It-Up Lunch
AP Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch: Special—Toasted Ravioli
Healthy—Baked Mostaciolli
Friday, December 18
Special Schedule
Sr. Exams
Fine Arts Assembly
Sr. Project Missioning Service AP
BBALL @ Vianney 7pm
JV/C WRES vs. Kirkwood 4pm
HOC @ Lafayette (U.S. Ice Sports) 9pm
BBALL @ Vianney 5:30pm
C-B BBALL @ Vianney 4pm
AP Snack—Jumbo Pretzel Twist
Lunch: Special—Chicken Bites
Healthy—Homemade Beef Stew

BASKET
(from 5)
quiet night offensively from star senior Tim
Cooney, the LikeMikebills found contributions from their bench, as senior sixth man
Scott Milles contributed nine points and
stellar defense. Butler finished with 14 points
and 5 rebounds and Mayberger chipped in
10 points.
“We got a lot of fast-break points and
our defense really came through,” said
Milles. “We’re a pretty fast team. When we
can outrun our opponent is usually when we
play with the most success.”
	The SouthsideBills emptied their bench
with just over a minute remaining and the
game’s fate sealed. When clock expired,
SLUH finished on top, 52-36.
	After the trophy presentation, both
Milles and Mayberger were awarded first
team All-Tournament honors.
Next, the Jr. Bills hosted Farmington
on Tuesday. In a disappointing and alarming feat, Farmington seemed to bring more
fans than the Jr. Bills did, especially in the

student section, where there were only six
SLUH students.
	The Jr. Bills continued their worrisome trend of slow starts, but this time
it was their defense that suffered. The
WhereAreTheStudents?bills shot noticeably better in the friendly confines of the
Danis Fieldhouse, but unfortunately, so did
Farmington as they hit several three-pointers
against SLUH’s soft zone in opening minutes of the game to open up a quick lead on
SLUH.
When asked about the team’s early-game
woes, Milles said, “We’re underestimating
the other team. We seem to play in spurts,
and that is something we have been working
on all year.”
Milles continued his strong play and
scored five of the Jr. Bills’ first ten points,
but he could not carry the team as SLUH fell
behind 25-14 and were out-rebounded, outhustled, and out-played early in the game.
	The Jr. Bills managed to close the half

on a 12-2 run to close within one point before
the intermission.
	After what must have been an inspiring
halftime talk, the JimmyChitwoodbills came
out firing after halftime. Milles continued his
big-time play, slicing to the basket, knocking
down threes, and getting to the free-throw
line, where he converted.
Farmington kept hitting three-pointers
and playing aggressively, a strategy that kept
them in the game, but, the Jr. Bills converted
at the free-throw line down the stretch and
they pulled out a tough 65-58 victory. Milles
led the way with 20 points, and Cooney
chipped in 15.
“Turnovers were giving us trouble early,
but the defense really pulled through,” said
Milles.
Next, SLUH travels to Webster to play
in the annual Webster Groves Tournament
to begin a tough stretch of games for the
Jr. Bills; the team will need to play more
consistently in order to have success.

