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Theology department discusses USCB
framework
Matt Bettonville
Editor in Chief
heology teachers Jon Ott, Diego Navarro, Rob Garavaglia, and Deacon
Allen Boedeker attended a conference
Dec. 2 regarding a framework that the
United States Conference for Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) published in 2007 as a
guide for theology curricula in the United States. The St. Louis U. High theology curriculum could face adaptation in
the future as the first textbooks written
around the USCCB framework are being
published.
	The framework movement began with
the USCCB’s standardization of the curriculum for parochial grade schools and the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).
According to Garavaglia, the USCCB conducted a study in 2000 to determine whether
or not Catholic high schools needed similar
standardization. The study concluded that “at
that time, no improvements were needed,”
according to Garavaglia.
	The 2007 framework came about in
response to a plea by textbook publishers
for an official outline of applicable Church
doctrine.
“The emphasis there was on as we’re
teaching the faith, are we teaching it accurately, and are we covering what’s most
important?” said Assistant Principal for
Mission Jim Linhares of the rationale for
the framework.
	Textbook publisher Harcourt held the
Dec. 2 workshop, which featured Harcourt
speaker Mike Carotta. According to Ott,
Carotta discussed the framework and its
significance for Catholic high schools. Publishers have scheduled the release of the first
theology textbooks based on the framework
for this spring.
Like SLUH’s current curriculum, the
framework calls for doctrinal classes during
the first three years of high school and then
electives during senior year. The sequence
of classes, however, may not match up precisely.
	Garavaglia pointed to the USCCB,
SLUH’s Ignatian identity, and maintaining
SLUH’s academic rigor as three major influences on the school’s theology curriculum.
He noted that many of the classes described
in the framework cover the same topics as
SLUH’s current classes but have different
course titles.
For instance, the framework’s “The Mission of Jesus Christ (The Paschal Mystery)”
first semester of sophomore year covers the
same topics as SLUH’s current course on the
New Testament, also taught first semester of
sophomore year.
“What we’re trying to do, of course,
is try to be as obedient as possible,” said
Garavaglia.
However, the implementation of the
framework is right now unclear as framework may not necessarily mandate any text
or course structure.
“The archbishop (Robert Carlson) is

STUCO Christmas
drive benefits SCC
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Junior class
roundtable
commences

Sophomore Andrew Woodcock chcecks his list twice before delivering his homeroom’s gifts to Southside
Catholic Charities.

Drew Dziedzic
Reporter
t. Louis U. High students and teachers packed their cars with donations
to deliver to Southside Catholic Charities
(SCC) this past Tuesday, ending STUCO’s
annual Christmas Drive.
For the past two weeks, homerooms
have been gathering money and supplies
to give to their adopted families. Led by
STUCO Homeroom Representatives and
senior advisers soon each homeroom was

full of sports balls, baby dolls, paper towels,
and other household necessities.
	Tuesday after school, students carried
their gifts down to the Danis Lobby, where
the donations were organized by homeroom
in about 30 minutes before being driven to
the charity center on Christy Boulevard in
South St. Louis.
	Since many students live in that area,
they became aware of the importance of the
drive for their neighborhood.

Griffin Lowry
Reporter
enior Chad Carson recently received
the Archbishop John L. May Service
Award.
	Each year,
the Archdiocese of St. Louis presents 29
seniors with the
award. Each
Catholic high
school has one
recipient who
is chosen by
the faculty and
administration.
Senior Chad Carson
The award’s
purpose is to “recognize and encourage
students in Catholic high schools throughout
the diocese who are outstanding examples
of rendering Christian service within their
community and schools.” Senior Chad Carson has done just that.
	Carson knew he had a great amount of
service on his resume, but said he did not
expect this award, as he completed the application because Bieber had extended the
application deadline.
“Chad understands what it means to be
a man for others. He does not boast about his
service or look for recognition. He is very
humble about it, and doesn’t give himself as
much credit as he deserves. I think he feels like
it is just something that he should be doing,”
said Guidance Counselor Mary Michalski.
	Though Carson is the editor of the SLUH
yearbook, a two sport varsity athlete, and
a dedicated student, his service resume is

overflowing.
“It’s all about tradeoffs. I do not see
service as a burden because I am usually
doing something that I enjoy. I might be tired
the next day because I had to stay up late
finishing homework because of working on
the yearbook or doing community service,
but it is definitely worthwhile,” Carson said.
“Chad is making the most out of his
experience at SLUH. He takes the toughest
curriculum and has all these other service
and extracurricul activities. He is successful
because he is driven, focused, and wellorganized,” said Michalski.
	Carson said that his work on the yearbook, his responsibilities as a senior advisor,
and his planning and hard work leading up
to his senior project in Honduras are his
three favorite, yet most taxing services that
he does for SLUH.
“Yearbook is a real service to the school
I think. It provides a concrete representation
of what it means to be a SLUH student to
the students, their families, and the outside
world,” said Carson.
	Carson’s work on the yearbook, which
many times goes unnoticed, is all about
highlighting the activities of his peers. “I
try to get as many faces as possible into the
book, and that is really challenging,” he said.
Carson has also tutored grade school
students, led Luke 18 retreats, assisted
disabled children in sports activities, and
participated in countless other service
projects. Carson also participated in “Urban
Challenge,” a trip where three Jesuit high
schools, SLUH, Xavier Prep in Cincinatti,
and St. Johns Prep in Philadelphia, teamed
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John Sachs
Reporter

ree pizza!”
	This pitch brought around thirty members of the class of 2011 to the first junior
class roundtabll of the year last Friday. The
meeting, which was held after school, was
an informal chance for juniors to assess how
their year has been going so far and discuss
it over pizza.
Junior Joe Blume said, “The pizza really
attracted a lot of people, but as the meeting
went on, people saw that it was a serious
meeting.”
Although class officers got the discussions started on some key issues, the meeting
was largely student-driven—a chance for
juniors to voice their opinions to their class
officers. The topics discussed varied from
the Christmas drive to STUCO positions for
the 2010-2011 school year.
	The discussion touched on how to improve the annual Christmas drive. In past
years, students had been able to personally
deliver the presents to their adopted families. This year, however, the students were
only allowed to leave the gifts at the charity
agency’s building. The personal delivery had
been a major draw for students who had gone
to visits families in the past.
One proposal by the officers to remedy
the situation was to do the drive next year
through Project ARK, a program that allows students to drop off presents with the
families. Project ARK helps families with
children with AIDS and was the beneficiary
of the recent Student council (STUCO) Talent Show.
	Another issue discussed was the low
attendance for retreats this year. The January White House retreat has already been
cancelled because there were not enough
people signed up, and the March Kairos
retreat still has room. Reasons given by the
students ranged from poor communication
of retreat details to a general lack of interest
among the class.
Junior Clayton Petras said, “I just don’t
think it was communicated well; I don’t
know when the deadlines are.”
When the focus shifted to STUCO positions next year, the first office to come up was
the Vice President of Spirit. No clear names
came up, but the group agreed that whoever
it was, he would have to follow former VP of
Spirit Eric Lampe’s, ’08, example. According
to the group, the alumnus’s school spirit and
constant appearance at any sporting event are
the ideal qualities for any VP to mimic.
With the absence of the seniors in January, the juniors will have to take a more active
leadership role. The meeting suggested that
January could be a time to become acclimated
to the new leadership position or to try to
find candidates for STUCO offices.
“It just seemed like everyone was pitching real ideas for the rest of the year,” said
Thomas George.
	Although the round table stressed
several key points, the aim was to have a
broader topic range.
This round table meeting was the first
of a series of meetings planned to gauge the
experience of this year for the juniors. Another meeting is planned for next quarter.
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Sophomore Christian Probst wins SLUH
Progressive
Shakespeare competition

Mike Lumetta
Core Staff
hey may seize on the white wonder of
“
dear Juliet’s hand and steal immortal
blessing from her lips, who even in pure
and vestal modesty still blush, as thinking
their own kisses sin,” declared sophomore
Christian Probst. “But Romeo may not; he
is banished.”
Probst was performing a monologue by
Romeo from Romeo and Juliet. He, senior
Luke Chellis, sophomores Ben Luczak and
Phil Yoffie, and freshman Alex Martinosky
competed in St. Louis U. High’s seventh
Shakespeare competition Monday during
activity period in the Joseph Schulte Theater.
The five competitors and a modest audience
gathered to celebrate the works of the great
English playwright.
	Shakespeare competition organizer
Chuck Hussung and Shakespeare teacher
Mark Cummings whittled down the lineup
of nine semifinalists to the five finalists at an
informal session last Thursday in the Ignatian
Conference Room. Hussung said that they
were looking for standout performers to last
the duration of activity period in the finals.
“Once you start cutting, you’re looking
for sort of the bright line,” said Hussung.
Probst won the competition with his
rendition of Romeo’s monologue from
Romeo and Juliet in which Romeo laments
his banishment from both Verona and Juliet.
Yoffie claimed second with a playful excerpt
from Much Ado About Nothing, a speech
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Edwards and
Cooley, ’12, win
videoNathan
contest
Rubbelke

Reporter
t. Louis U. High now has two karaoke champions. Sophomore Chinese
scholars Matt Cooley and Will Edwards
were announced the winner of the Cheng
& Tsui SuperStar contest this past Friday,
selected over 500 other contestants.
When Edwards uploaded the video to
Cheng & Tsui, he did not feel confident about
his chances of winning. Said Edwards, “I
was freaking out since it’s an international
contest, and I knew there was a lot of other
talent out there.”
	Edwards, only having two years of
Chinese under his belt, commented how he
was surprised with the number of entries that
included people already with a high fluency
in the language.
	After a prelimenary round of voting, the
contest was limited to 10 finalists, which included Edwards and Cooley. The group was
thrilled to be selected, but still questioned
their chances of winning.
	But in SLUH fashion, their classmates
pulled through to propel the duo to victory.
Announcements at freshman/sophomore
lunch and over the intercom told other students of the contest. Many students posted
a link on their Facebook statuses to inform
others to vote. The voting was unlimited
and many people voted up to hundreds of
times.
“I would have expected people to vote
one or two times, but for them to spend
hours to vote 300+ times is just … wow,
it’s amazing,” said Edwards. “I feel like a
celebrity. It’s great.”
	The sophomore Chinese class will
celebrate the win today in class with a miniparty.
	The two students learned about the
contest through Chinese teacher Reuih Weh
Chien. The two decided to take the challenge to enter the contest as Edwards would
sing with Cooley shooting and editing the
video.
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by Benedick. In the monologue, Benedick and the agony it gave Romeo. “To him it
wonders whether he, like his friends, could was like almost a torture rather than mercy
because he was leaving his love behind, and
ever succumb to love.
	The judges determined the winner based it wasn’t fair,” explained Probst.
on quality of speech and, more importantly, 	Yoffie selected Benedick’s speech
accurate interpretation of the passage. Hus- because he enjoyed Much Ado About Nothing, and Benedick’s
sung, though not a
conversation with
judge, said, “Cerhimself appealed to
tainly one of the
him. “It’s really playthings I look for is
ful, but he’s also kind
variation in emoof mocking himself at
tional coloring.”
the same time,” said
Probst said
Yoffie. “It’s a fun one
that he chose his
to do.”
monologue be	Yoffie worked
cause its emotional
to portray Benedick’s
range fit the criteria
thoughts realistically
of a strong exin his performance.
cerpt. In addition,
“You say it how you
Probst felt that he
think that the actual
could identify with
person—Benedick...
Romeo’s vantage
how he would have
point. “The Romeo
said it, as if he was
one I chose was
talking to himself,
really relevant to
as if it was a real-life
me because it’s a
scenario,” he said.
16-year old boy
The other three monotalking about
logues were Luczak’s
love,” he said.
Benedick from Much
Hussung said
Ado About Nothing,
that Probst conMartinosky’s Mark
trolled the grief
Antony from Julius
well and expressed
Caesar, and Chellis’s
it simultaneously
King Lear from King
with the joy of
Lear.
Romeo’s love for
Probst will move
Juliet. “It’s easy
on to the local comfor this—not just
Sophomore Christian Probst, as Romeo, laments banishpetition at Webster
by student actors,
ment from Verona in the Shakespeare competition.
but I’ve seen it on screen too—for it just to University, in which participants from up
turn into wild grief,” he said. “There was to 16 schools will compete. In the Webster
some wildness in Christian’s, but you could competition, he will perform one of Shakespeare’s 154 sonnets. If he advances, he will
detect the joy of the loving relationship.”
	To interpret the poem, Probst focused go to the national competition in New York,
on the word “banished” and the contrast and after that, possibly to Oxford.
between the mercy it intended to represent
photo by mike dryden

debuts

Jack Witthaus
Reporter
his week St. Louis U. High saw the
release of the SLUH Progressive, a
bi-weekly publication that aims to give
a voice to the liberal students that attend
SLUH.
	According to senior editor Jack Newsham, the idea to create an all-liberal publication has been in the making for quite some
time.
“I was actually considering this for
awhile, and several members of SLUH
Democrats showed interest,” Newsham
said.
	Editor Ben Minden-Birkenmaier was
one of the first interested and, being a long
time friend of Newsham, wanted to be part
of the squad.
“I’m a member of the SLUH Democrats
(also) and when he asked me, I wanted to
join,” Minden-Birkenmaier said.
Written by both Minden-Birkenmaier
and Newsham, articles in the first publication dealt with the issues of gun control,
hunger, and immigration. Future articles
plan on discussing the U.S. military’s policy
of “don’t ask don’t tell on homosexuality.
However, Newsham emphasized that no
controversial article will go, “against the
school’s mission.”
	Though the publication is liberal,
Newsham believes that any “smart student
who is open to other opinions” should read
the SLUH Progressive. “(The reader) does
not necessarily have to agree but to at least
consider what we have to say,” said Newsham.
“It’s good to be informed,” MindenBirkenmaier said, “because having knowledge of the issues will give (the reader) an
informed conscience.”
	Thus far, reactions in the SLUH community have been mixed toward the publication.
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Comedy series Gadfly TV debuts
Patrick O’Leary
Core Staff
adfly TV released its first episode
yesterday during homeroom, a seemingly awesome success.
	The program included “Storytime with
Ben Ford,” a segment featuring senior Ben
Ford reading a book to several members of
the administration, English teacher David
Callon, and John Lan Tran, S.J. The other
segments—“Extreme Physics Party Tricks,”
“Chess Moves with Peter Harris,” “Bufe’s
Bus Shack,” “Foreign Phrases You Won’t
Need,” and “SAT Word of the Week” followed.
According to Gadfly Magazine EditorIn-Chief junior Michael Blair, Gadfly TV was
originally Koenigs’s idea, but the program
was a collaborative effort between Koenigs,
Callon, and the Gadfly crew—seniors Austin
Pollock, Tony Minnick, Will Linhares, Bill
Franey, Tim McLaughlin, Charlie Stolze,
Ben Ford, Eric Lewis, Will Bufe and Pat
Creedon and juniors Hellwig and Ralph
Scozzofava.
	ASC volunteer Michael Koenigs likened the program to a “Sesame Street for
adults.”
“We’ve sort of had a revolving cast of
characters but those guys have been on the
core for us,” said Blair.
	Blair referenced Koenigs’ “Harvard

G

Hooligan” background—he created comical
videos at Harvard about various goings-on
such as the Harvard-Yale football game or
last year’s election—and said that Koenigs
had read the magazine and approached Gadfly with the idea for a “pseudo-intellectual
TV program.”
	Blair said that Koenigs has been a kind
of “spiritual guide” for Gadfly TV in the
filming and editing process.
“We thought it was a great idea so we
invited all the people who had written for
(Gadfly) to help out and work on the TV
program,” said Blair. “We’ve been trying to
create short segments that present valuable
information in interesting, unique, oddball
ways.”
According to Blair, Gadfly TV started
filming last month and has been editing video
for about one to two weeks.
According to Hellwig, Gadfly TV has
been training for this program. He said,
“We’ve gone through a series of mental and
physical trainings that can be likened only
to that of a cross between Spartan military
training and that of the Vulcans.”
“As far as the first episode goes, it
went pretty smoothly. We’ve all enjoyed
ourselves,” said Blair. “I’d love for people
to be enthused with it, to enjoy it. If anyone
had a fraction of the amount of fun watching
it that we had making it, I think that we’d

say that we’d done a successful job.”
“The most rewarding part (of producing
this episode) was seeing the finished product,” said Hellwig. He hoped that Gadfly TV
would rejuvenate interest in the broadcasting
program.
	Students and teachers alike loved the
program.
“It was hilarious from what I saw,” said
junior Gino Perrini. “I was walking to the
library and a bunch of people were laughing
and smiling, which is kind of different for
eight in the morning.”
“I am frightened at how much Nick
Frank looks like me,” said physics teacher
Paul Baudendistel. “I hope future students
are not disappointed to find out that that’s
not my classroom persona.” He went on to
say that he “thoroughly enjoyed (the episode)
and it is now a bookmark” on his browser.
The Gadfly TV crew was happy with
the response.
“I heard some giggling. That’s an
even sweeter sound than applause,” said
Koenigs.
“We want to make sure every episode
is a quality episode,” said Blair, “So we will
probably have an episode every month or
so.”
	According to Blair the episodes will be
on YouTube.com posted by MrGadflyTV
and linked on Facebook.
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	But seeing things this year, I’m not so sure. STUCO,
to their credit, announces on the intercom where and when
every athletic contest is, and you’d be hard pressed to find
a week where they didn’t at least produce a banner. For the
CBC basketball game alone, our first MCC contest in the
new arena, a trailer was made and the game was announced
two days in advance. Only about twenty students, mostly
freshmen, were in attendance in what turned out to be a
down-to-the-wire game.
	As for cheers, as one STUCO member said to me,
“Why would we get a Blue Crew together with nobody at
the games?” It may be more of a reciprocal relationship than
just blaming them for the low attendance at our forums. I
don’t think STUCO is the issue.
Is it lack of success? Hockey, after a finals finish last
year, isn’t suffering in attendance and the obvious reason is
because people want to see wins. But our basketball team,
led by seven seniors, won the Southside Classic and finished
fourth at the highly competitive Webster tournament. Our
wrestling team placed second at Ritenour and may have
its best team ever. And our racquetball team continues to
demolish anyone who steps on the court. Victories, at least
this year in winter sports, are not an issue.
	Do the games lack drama, storylines? Racquetball lost
this year, for the first time at least since I’ve been here—
how will they respond? Is a state championship in the bag?
Hockey beat number one CBC in a huge upset. Watch Tim
Cooney climb the list of all-time leading scorers—he has
an outside shot to make it to the top five this year. Junior
Espen Conley is a favorite to win state in his weight class,
and SLUH has never had a wrestler finish first at state. These
storylines, to me, all sound worthy of a ticket.
It has taken a while to get to it, but here’s my point: I’m
challenging you to attend at least ONE Jr. Bill athletic event
this week. I don’t care what sport—just make an effort to
go to one game or match. Even if you don’t particularly like
sports, the games can be a lot of fun. With the crowds will
come Blue Crew and, I truly believe, the crowds will help
aid in victory. It’s winter break—homework is no obstacle,
and if paying to get in is that big of an issue, come find me.
I’ll pay your way in.

	Not like the teams care—they will continue to compete
at their high levels with or without you. But I think a big
crowd makes a difference, as I’m sure an actor would say
of a big audience. We call ourselves brothers—prove it.
Show your SLUH blue and cheer on your brothers in what
they love. Every person makes a difference.
“SLUH’s crowds are the best ... they talk a lot of stuff,
but they take it too, and y’all are so loud sometimes and it’s
hard to concentrate,” said one Webster basketball player,
before surveying the again near empty bleachers in the
Consolation Championship at Webster. “Well, at least when
the people come.”   
***
	And now, in its debut, Cruz’s Crumbs...
Congratulations to Mr. Jim Linhares on finishing his
twenty-fifth season as SLUH’s Cross Country coach. No more
fitting way to end it than with a state championship. You’d
be hard-pressed to find a team so consistently competitive
year in and year out (in any sport), and the introductions to
the freshmen given by the team is a brilliant unifying tactic
that should be adopted elsewhere.
	As of Dec. 17, both the C white and B basketball teams
hold undefeated records. Good luck to both teams in their
pursuits.
	A shout out to freshman Alex Tackes, the freshman on
the varsity wrestling team. He’s 2-0 despite never having
wrestled before in his life. Congratulations Zan, you’re a
star on the rise.
	Although their winter season closes out today, the new
SLUH rugby team will get started back up at the end of February. Interested? Contact Kevin Mueller, Joe McDonald,
or Tony Born.
Keep Andrew Mackin in your prayers. The second team
all conference defensive tackle is receiving reconstructive
knee surgery for his dislocated patella over the break. Best
of luck.
Happy Holidays– and while you’re off and homework
free here’s something stuff you might want to check out:
basketball plays in the MICDS tourney, wrestling competes
in The Spartan, and hockey takes on CBC. Check your
Zimbra for exact dates and times.

Cruz, ’10, calls for a closer look at winter sports
Adam Cruz
Sports Editor
fter what I thought was an incorrect foul call on senior captain Michael Mayberger in SLUH’s second
home contest of the year against Farmington, I yelled
angrily at the ref. He turned around and glared at me
square in the eye, as if he could hear me. But my stomach
dropped when I noticed he actually could hear me—only
four students, myself included, were seated in the student
section of the new Danis Field House. In fact, the opposing student section of the Knights outnumbered us by at
least two to one, even though they live at least an hour
south.
It dogged me then, and continues to do so. Why is that?
It seems, in every one of my four years here thus far, the
pattern goes the same. Crowds are wild and crazy for the
first few football games, then slowly but surely decrease.
Winter sports season, only MCC games see capacity crowds,
and by the time baseball season rolls around, our always
competitive baseball team sees crowds of parents and a few
stragglers waiting for their rides. The only exception, it seems,
is when a team is extraordinarily successful (hockey and
lacrosse last year, soccer this year), which we are fortunate
to have at SLUH. But why the drop in attendance? Why
does people’s spirit, when pertaining to SLUH’s athletics,
dwindle as the year goes on?
	The facilities, if not before, are here now in the new
Field House. For the school to spend money like they did
for a new basketball and wrestling coliseum, and for us
not to show up to any matches or games is sad, a black eye
to a school supposedly known for its student section. The
Field House, though filled for the opener, is as empty, if not
emptier, than the Backer Gymnasium used to be.
Like many of you might, I blamed Student Council
(STUCO) for this when I was an underclassman. How can
I know about the games with so few trailers, belly brigades,
or announcements? Why should I cheer at games if there is
no Blue Crew, or all the cheers are inside jokes? I’m sure
many of you echo these sentiments.
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Lewis, ’10, pleads
for active student
opinions

Eric Lewis
Core Staff
ately I have been wondering why the SLUH community has been so uncharacteristically quiet. The obvious answer, I thought to myself after much deliberation,
is that no defining issue has been presented.
	During my freshman year, there were reactions to a
9/11 display set up by the Young Democratic Socialists.
Sophomore year, an openly gay student, Sam King, ’08,
wrote a letter complaining about the lack of support for homosexuals and other minorities at SLUH. Junior year, there
was scandal and a long-running stream of letters following
an anonymous letter protesting the English department’s
teaching of Kent Haruf’s Plainsong.
I am not trying to incite people to be purposefully petty
and supply us with exciting controversies, but instead to invite them to take advantage of the opportunity before them.
The opinion section of the Prep News is a public forum and
the only way for any member of the SLUH community to
present a cause to students, teachers, parents, administrators,
and alumni. If there is any issue few people know about
that might be affecting others, or any topic that you think
is important to the rest of the SLUH community, you might
not have a better chance to make it public.
	The senior members of Student Council have been
meeting with the administration to discuss what will be done
with the area currently occupied by the administration after
they move to the current cafeteria. Do you think the rest of
the student body should have a say in that? Do you have
an opinion on the school’s banning of iPod Touches? Or on
its use of internet firewalls? Or hospitals’ being removed
from Senior Project? Or perhaps the competition between
the SLUH Review and SLUH Progressive?
Perhaps before now you were too nervous to put yourself
out there in print or thought your own opinion unworthy of
publication, but this is an open invitation to everyone in the
SLUH community. Please let us and everyone else know
what you are thinking.

L

cartoon by Robert Lux

Opinion cartoons, like letters to the editors, reflect only the opinions of their author or authors and not necessarily the opinions of the editors, the Prep News, or St. Louis
University High School.

Corrections and Amplifications

-On the first page of the last issue, the Prep News incorrectly
reported that the Talent Show occurred last Thursday. The
Talent Show was, in fact, on Saturday.
-In last week’s Conversation Cube, the Prep News incorrectly reported that senior Matt Hencken was the racquetball

No. 2 seed. Senior Brendan Giljum is the No. 2 seed, and
Hencken is the No. 3 seed.
-Last week in the hockey article, the Prep News incorrectly
reported that SLUH tied Chaminade in a 1-1 game. SLUH
actually beat the Red Devils 1-0.
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Racquetbills rally to conquer
the Kirkwood Pioneers
Brendan Giljum
Reporter
fter a crushing loss to Parkway West,
the SLUH racquetball team bounced
back in its match last Thursday with a huge
5-2 win over the Kirkwood Pioneers. The
squad improved its record on the season
to 4-1 with the victory and moved into a
tie for first place in the league with DeSmet and Parkway West.
	The undefeated doubles team of senior
Michael Meyer and junior Nick Schmidt
stepped onto the court Thursday with high
confidence against Kirkwood’s relatively
inexperienced doubles team of Kris Brecklin and Clayton Mosby. As usual, Team
Schmeyer wasted no time in stepping up and
taking control of the match, easily rolling to
a 15-5, 15-6 victory.
	Senior Pete Harris kept the momentum
alive at the No. 6 seed in game one, taking it
15-10. Game two only got easier for Harris
against his counterpart, Michael Dyer, as he
won 15-6.
	Next up for the CantHaveYourSnackPackbills was No. 5 seed junior Joe Murray,
who let his frustration get to him in the first

A

game and lost it to Patrick Day by a huge
margin of 3-15. He settled down for the rest
of the match, showing his true colors and
managing to win game two 15-12, and then
the tiebreaker 11-7.
	The top four seeds for the Jr. Bills were
all coming off losses in the previous match,
and hoped to redeem themselves against the
Pioneers. At the No. 4 seed senior Joe Ebel
played Pioneer junior Robert Conroy very
closely, but came up short, losing 10-15,
13-15.
	Senior No. 3 seed Matt Hencken appeared to be the favorite in his game against
Andrew Hess after having just beaten Kirkwood’s No. 6 seed in the Winter Rollout
tournament the weekend before the match,
but Hencken was also trying out a new grip
on his racquet during this game.
Hess came out strong in game one,
winning by a score of 12-15. Hencken was
not giving up that easily though, and the two
went point-for-point in game two before
Hencken eventually pulled away and won
15-13.
	The tiebreaker was much the same

see RACQUET, 11

Hockey freezes Red Devils
Sam Bufe
Reporter
he Jr. Bills beat Chaminade 3-2 last
Saturday evening at the Affton Ice
Arena, improving their record to 5-2-1.
	The game didn’t start out favorably for
the Jr. Bills as a Chaminade forward broke
in alone and put the puck past sophomore
goalie Thomas Place just 20 seconds into
the game.
	But the Jr. Bills bounced back. Sophomore Trent Lulow scored on a one-timer after
senior Greg Place dangled his way through
the Chaminade defense halfway through the
first period.
With the score tied 1-1, SLUH upped
its pressure. About two minutes later, SLUH
forward Kurt Eisele found the back of the
net to give SLUH a 2-1 advantage. But, as
has happened on other occasions this season,
SLUH allowed a late goal with a mere 12
seconds left on the clock. Despite outshooting CCP by a wide margin, the two teams
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ended the period deadlocked, 2-2.
	Coach Charlie Busenhart refused to
let his team be demoralized by the late goal
though. Early in the second period Place lit
the lamp to give SLUH a 3-2 lead. Place’s
goal proved to be the game winner, but
SLUH never eased up until the final buzzer
had sounded.
While the scoreboard indicated a close
match, SLUH completely dominated the
game and outshot their opponents 43-15 and
won 63 percent of the face-offs.
	Thomas Place later summed up the
general consensus after the game: “We had a
rough start as a team, but we fought through
it and pulled out a ‘W.’”
	Captain Phil Luongo said that the team
was able to win the fight because SLUH is
“a better team and we got the puck to the
net.”
	SLUH faces off tonight at 9:00 p.m.
against Lafayette at West County’s gift to
the world, the Hardee’s Ice Plex.

Basketball takes
Webster consolation

Nate Heagney
Reporter
he SLUH Jr. Bills (6-2, 0-1 MCC)
lost their first round game of the Webster Classic, but rallied for the consolation
championship this past week. On Tuesday,
SLUH dropped a hotly-contested game to
rival CBC in their first MCC battle of the
season.
In the opening round of the Webster
Classic, the BasketBills took on the Lee’s
Summit North Broncos, who traveled from
Kansas City for the tournament. Unfortunately for the Billikens, the Broncos brought
their hot shooting with them, and put SLUH
in a hole early. Lee’s Summit drained
3-pointer after 3-pointer and SLUH could
not answer.
	The Jr. Bills were down by 10 in the
fourth quarter when they switched from their
usual man-to-man defense into a trapping
zone. This aggressive defense, along with the
hot shooting of senior Andrew Ostapowicz,
helped SLUH to get back in the game and
send it into overtime.
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Senior Michael Mayberger drives to the hoop for a
lay-up in the Jr. Bills’ loss against CBC Tuesday.

Conversation of the Week

Senior Jay DiMaggio, 6’2” fan favorite

Adam Cruz
Sports Editor
I sat down at the far end of the bench (at the
lunch table) with Jay DiMaggio, basketball’s
fan favorite.
Adam Cruz: Hey Jay.
Jay DiMaggio: Shut up, Cruz.
AC: Alrighty then, let’s start with the number 23? MJ?
JD: Uh ... I was supposed to get 44, like I
wore last year, but I was sick that day and
they forgot to order it. So I figured, since I
couldn’t get 44, I should get the number usually reserved for the best player, considering
I am the best player.
AC: While we all know that to be true, last
year you were considered by many one of
the last guys to make the team. What were
tryouts like? Stressful?
JD: Yes, it was really stressful. I was only
there the first day because I had a 103 fever
because of the flu. I didn’t know if I had
even made the team until I got back. It was
really rewarding knowing I made it, but
if Darin (Young) or Markus (Brooks) had
still been here, I doubt I would have been
on the team.
AC: Tryouts were probably a lot tougher
this year, with your dad’s death. How was
it then, and how is it today?
JD: Coach Ross and the other coaches were
amazing about it. They told me I could
have however much time I needed off and

my spot would still be there. I told them a
month before my dad died that I wouldn’t
be at any of the workouts because I wanted
to be with him and around the house, and
Coach encouraged it. Now, if I need some
time off from the team, all I’d have to do
is tell them.
AC: What about today? Is it tough to be
playing right now?
JD: Yeah, it’s still a daily battle. There are
times I don’t want to play and I’d rather just
be at home. Initially, I thought basketball
could be sort of an outlet, but it’s been kind
of stressful, so sometimes I feel like I need
some time off.
AC: You kind of have your own mini-family
on the team, though: you’re one of seven
seniors on the team. How cool is that, playing
with six guys in your own class?
JD: It’s a lot of fun. We’ve been playing
together for a long time, and we’re good
friends. Me, Scott (Milles), and Jake (Fechter) have been playing together since the
fifth grade.
AC: Despite there being seven seniors, you
are the only senior big man, and you’re
often seen talking to juniors Zak Otten and
Mo Oginni before the game. What is your
wise-sage advice?
JD: I don’t know. Last year, Cecil (Edward,’09) used to give sermons before every
game. He knew how to really pump us up,
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so I try to get the team pumped up like he
did. I talk about being physical, something
everyone on the team needs to be.
AC: Despite being a team leader and an
obvious fan favorite (DiMaggio receives
standing ovations when he enters games),
you’re one of the last off of the bench. How
are you handling that? How can you still
contribute?
JD: I kind of expected it coming into the
year. I get really frustrated sometimes,
though. I try to help the team by being the
guy who hustles every practice and knocks
guys around to try and make them tougher. It
can be really frustrating, but there is nothing
I can do—it’d be a different story if I was
7’2’’. But being a 6’2’’ high school center
doesn’t work at a big school like SLUH.
Maybe if I was bigger, or if I could dunk
from the three-point line.
AC: (Pause) Can you dunk at all?
JD: (Laughs) Or if I could dunk at all.
AC: Well here’s your forum for it. Make a
case for yourself—why number 23 should
be in the starting lineup?
JD: (Laughs) I play lock-down D. I could
hold Brad Beal (Chaminade) to three points,
all on free throws. I’ve been working on
dunking from the free throw line, and legend
has it I took (Matt) Lynch’s spot as the threepoint sniper from last year. I think that’s a
solid resume, don’t you?

	But the Broncos’shooters were no cooler
in the extra session, and Lee’s Summit North
pulled out a 58-52 victory.
	Next, SLUH faced an always tough
Maplewood squad. Coach John Ross had
been preaching all season about how tall his
team was, and how they hoped to use their
height to bother the opponent. This game
proved Ross right. Again playing a stifling
zone, the RipSquadbills forced turnovers and
limited the Blue Devils’ open looks. SLUH
also got a great contribution from junior Mo
“The Show” Oginni, who finished the game
with eight points and four blocks.
	The Bills led 49-37 at the end of the
third quarter, but Maplewood would not go
away. The Blue Devils managed to trim the
deficit several times, but behind the clutch
play of senior Tim Cooney, SLUH was able
to hold on for a win, 70-65.
	This victory set the Jr. Bills up to play
the Marquette Mustangs in the consolation
championship. Marquette featured 6’8”
center sophomore Ryan Rosburg, who had
been giving opposing teams fits all year. The
WillieReedbills once again came out in the
same aggressive, trapping zone and this led
to fast breaks and easy points on the other
end. Seniors Mike Mayberger, Cooney and
Ostapowicz all hit threes and SLUH led 17-7
after one quarter.
	But in the second quarter, it was
Marquette who came out in the lockdown
zone. The Jr. Bills could not solve it, and
Marquette cut their lead back down to six.
But SLUH continued to do a relatively good
job on Rosburg, leaving the score 26-19 at
halftime.
        The third quarter belonged to the JakeTheSnakebills as they opened on a 4-0 run
and never looked back. SLUH forced steals,
made layups and drained threes in order to
stretch their lead to 42-23 at the end of the
third quarter.
        SLUH scored no points in the fourth
quarter, but it didn’t matter. The Jr. Bills
controlled the ball and ran down the clock,
so Marquette could only manage six points in
the final quarter. When the buzzer sounded,
SLUH had pulled out a 42-29 victory and
had rebounded well from their opening
round defeat.
“I was genuinely pleased with the
amount of pressure we were able to put on
defense. I think I wish I’d figured that out
a little bit before the Lee’s Summit North
game,” said Ross. “Mo really stepped up
too, but we’re still not making shots with
the frequency we need to, and for us to be
the type of team we want to be, we have to
start making some shots.”
        Next, SLUH returned home to take on
arch-rival CBC on Tuesday. Both teams had
trouble putting the ball in the hoop during
a very low-scoring first quarter, and CBC
led 8-5.
	The second quarter belonged to the boys
in purple, who shut down the SLUH offense
and fed the ball inside to center junior Ryan
Pierson, whom the Billikens had no answer
for. CBC led 29-18 at halftime.       
	After the intermission, the Cadets immediately stretched their lead to 13 and
SLUH looked on the verge of falling apart,
but then the offense woke up and trimmed
the CBC lead to seven.
	After a three by CBC guard senior
Darion Rackley, Mayberger answered back
with a three of his own. Just before the end
of the third quarter, Scott Milles tossed in a
shot that went in and out and then in again,
putting the Jr. Bills within five points.
	The SLUH momentum carried into the
fourth quarter and senior Jake Fechter hit a
three that brought the Jr. Billikens within
four. Then Cooney made a superb swoop to
the basket, and his lay-up made the score

see BASKET, 11
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Wrestling edged out of Ritenour Tourney title
Mike Lumetta
off by senior heavyweight Alex Myers’ pin 15-6 major decision at 125, and Whitney,
Core Staff
on a half-nelson. The 42-36 win put SLUH Danter, Conley, and Lopez triumphed by fall
he St. Louis U. High wrestling team in the championship pool with Westminster, to nose SLUH out in front, 28-24. Everson,
Geders, and Gass all won to ensure the vic(2-2, 1-1 Metro Catholic Conference) the Holt JV team, and host Ritenour.
nearly captured the title of the pool-play 	The Jr. Bills again had to come from tory.
Ritenour Tournament and dropped an behind against Westminster. They fell behind 	Geders’match became heated in the third
MCC dual against Vianney 47-29 this 24-0 after surrendering three byes and a pin, as his opponent grew frustrated and charged
past week. The Jr. Bills’ opens at the but the middle weights again carried them Geders to take him down. Though tired,
Geders survived a
lower weights, espescramble and won
cially 103 and 112,
7-4.
consistently hurt them
The 43-36 team
as they had to work
victory set up a showback from the 12 or
down for the cham18 points they gave
pionship with 1-1
up on byes in both the
Ritenour, who had
tournament duals and
lost to Holt earlier.
the MCC meet.
	After losing
	SLUH faced Trin18 points on byes
ity and McCluer North
again, the Jr. Bills
in the preliminary round
continued to fall beof the Ritenour Tournahind. Their lower and
ment Saturday. The Jr.
middle weights did
Bills opened sluggishly
not carry them back
against a much weaker
into the match quite
Trinity team and only
as quickly, and the
won 46-30. Junior C.J.
Ritenour lead grew
Swanger (130), senior
Sophomore Will Whitney torques his opponent in his 6-3 win versus Vianney.
to a seemingly insurmountable lead
captain Peter Everson (171), and
junior Brian Gass (215) all pinned their op- back into the match. Swanger, Whitney, of 34-0. Ritenour’s Shawn Williams (125),
ponents in the victory.
Danter, Conley, and senior David Lopez Michael Meisinger (130), and Eric Bowman
(135) overwhelmed Nick Danter, Swanger,
	Against McCluer North, the ByeMu- (152) won to tie the match 24-24.
sicbills spent the entire match battling back 	Although junior Jon Conley (160) lost and Whitney.
Whitney’s loss to Bowman, only his
from an 18-0 deficit because of byes at 103, by an 11-5 minor decision, Everson and
112, and 119. After Swanger received a bye, Geders pinned their opponents for a 36-27 third of the year, was particularly disheartensophomore Will Whitney (135), senior cap- lead. A bye for Gass secured the match. ing. Bowman’s strength and speed prevented
tain Andrew Danter (140), and junior Espen The Westminster heavyweight succeeded Whitney from executing any of his moves,
Conley (145) won to close the gap to 24-18. in pinning Myers, but the six points could and Bowman tech-falled him 21-5.
With such a large margin to make up, the
However, the Stars would extend the lead to not help the Wildcats, who fell 42-33.
36-18 with pins at 152 and 160.
	The I’mTheBestbills wrestled a similar Jr. Bills began to wrestle for pins rather than
	Though their chances looked slim, the match against the Holt JV. Sophomore Nick decisions on points. Andrew Danter managed
Jr. Bills rattled off four straight wins capped Danter (125) began the climb back with a to score takedowns by going behind in the
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Riflebills aim high for opening match, fall short

Connor Blanquart
Staff
t. Louis U. High’s rifle team had its
first match Saturday, Dec. 5 against
multiple schools in the Raider Classic at
Iroquois West High School in Gilman, Illinois. Sending multiple returning shooters
to the Junior Olympics over the summer,
the Jr. Bills went into the match with high
hopes from last year’s strong finish. However, they began with a slow start and are
fighting to shoot at the desired caliber.
“We shot poorly,” said coach Will Bresnahan. “But I guess everyone shot poorly
as well.” The team score for the match was
2278 out of 2400. The second place team shot
2250, allowing the Jr. Bills to easily take the
match. Still, the score of 2278 is 22 points
under the team goal, and in a sport where

S

Compiled by Adam Cruz
Brendan Giljum,
Racquetball #2

Mike Butler, senior basketball forward

Jimmy Berger, junior hockey defenseman
Will Whitney, sophomore wrestler

every point counts, this is a large margin of
points that could easily decide the fate of a
match.
	The team attributes unsatisfactory scores
to the lack of strong practices.
	Senior Houston Barber says that the
team needs to “practice harder and focus
more, but the three-hour drive is what killed
us.”
	Senior co-captain Dan Hermsmeier said
that the team goal was to “win all matches
with a team score of at least 2300 out of
2400.”
In a normal rifle match, each team consists of four shooters who each shoot twenty
shots in three different positions: prone,
standing, and kneeling, standing being the
most difficult because there is nothing to
rest the rifle on while shooting. Each round
of twenty shots is a different position, and

each round is 200 points, or 10 points for
each shot.
Since the first match the AirRifleBills
have been practicing hard and looking
forward towards their next match. Looking
into the future, Hermsmeier “feels confident
because we know what we need to improve.
we need to stay focused and practice like we
want the victory” .
While the BullseyeBills move towards
a victory at the next match, Bresnahan looks
at the big picture and wants to “build off
of the first win of the year and prepare to
defend SLUH’s sectional and state titles in
January.” The way he wants to do it is by
focusing “more effort and practice time on
increasing our standing scores.”
The RifleBills next match is the Missouri Individual Indoor Air Championship
tomorrow that will be held at home.

Conversation Cube

My nickname should be...

My greatest athletic attribute is...

Best opponent I’ve
gone up against

first, but in the second period head coach
Jon Ott told him to face his opponent and
throw the brands. Danter could not pin the
Ritenour wrestler, but still won 11-1.
Likewise, Espen Conley had spent
most of the match struggling for the fall but
achieved only a 23-7 technical fall.
	The momentum did not last long, however. Lopez hit a throw, his best move, and
his Ritenour opponent rolled through and
eventually pinned him on a nearside cradle
to give the host team a 40-9 lead, which,
with only five matches left, rendered a Jr.
Bills comeback impossible.
	The Jr. Bills’ upper weights were determined to make the match closer though.
After a Jon Conley bye at 160, Everson built
a 5-2 lead and ran a power half. He turned
his opponent and somehow managed to
hip over in an atypical fashion and pin the
Ritenour wrestler by sitting on his chest.
	Geders extended the winning streak on
a wrist-trap half pin per assistant coach Todd
Clements’ instructions.
	After a Gass bye at 215, the DoWhatIToldYoubills remained down 40-33, so
Myers’ loss to Tevon Bell did not affect the
46-33 outcome.
	Because Westminster beat Holt on the
other mat, SLUH and Ritenour tied for first
in the championship pool with 2-1 records.
The head-to-head tiebreaker gave Ritenour
the championship. In the tournament, the
Gerdesbills had five medalists who went 5-0:
Danter, Espen Conley, Everson, Geders, and
Gass.
	Despite not capturing the championship,
Ott said that the team exhibited much better
wrestling in the tournament than they had
against CBC last Wednesday. “We were in a

see SUPLEX, 11

Prep News Fun
Holiday Facts

Compiled by Adam Cruz

-In Mexico, wearing red underwear on
New Year’s Eve is said to bring love for the
upcoming year.
-Jingle Bells was originally written for
Thanksgiving before becoming a hit Christmas song.
-Holly berries are, in fact, poisonous.
-If you received all the gifts from the song
“The Twelve Days of Christmas,” you would
receive 364 gifts, or one for every day of the
year except the last.

____ is my
biggest fan

My worst sport
is...

Sloppy by name, sloppy by
reputation.

My hip fluidity and
flowing locks.

Phil Nkemontor.

Andrew
Mackin,
racquetball
enthusiast

Nothing.

I’ve just accepted any
form of Butts, Butt, or
Butler. Or Stringbean.

Probably my vertical, but I wish I
could get up like
Jay (DiMaggio).
Dude can soar.

Brad Beal, of
Chaminade.

My momma

I’m pretty awful at baseball.
I just close
my eyes and
swing.

The hammer.

My ability to make
good decisions and
smart passes.

CBC’s JP Burkemper.

Phil Bundrin

Basketball.

Rampage. Or Will “Eli”
Whitney.

Hard work and deter- Harold Ritchie.
mination.

My dad

I can’t play basketball for the life
of me.
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Christmas spirit
lifts us higher
Photo by Luke Bucheit
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Students show
their spirit in
sports, service,
fine arts
Photo by Mr. Matt Sciuto

(Left) Even
Saint Ignatius gets into
the Christmas spirit by
donning his
seasonal Santa
Hat as Christmas Break fast
approaches.

The student body found its Christmas spirit at the Fine Arts assembly. Seniors George
Staley and Collin McCabe prepare themselves to showcase their talents in the annual
Fine Arts Christmas performance.

Photo by Ted Wight
Photo by Mr. Matt Sciuto

Photo by Mr. Matt Sciuto

Photo by Mr. Matt Sciuto

The spirit for athletics hit a high this month with the first
game in the Danis Field House and the pep rally for the
cross country team’s state championship. Above left, the
student section comes to life in the Field House for the first
time. Above right, the varsity cross country state runners
and alternates celebrate behind their banner.

Band director Brian
Mueller conducts the
symphonic band during
the Fine Arts assembly
last week.

Spirit translated into
service through the
STUCO Christmas
drive. At left, senior
STUCO representatives
Ryan Bedell, Secretary/
Treasurer, and Luis
Llanos, Sr. Class Social
Officer, prepare gifts for
the STUCO and ACES
Christmas Drive. All of
these toys went to underprivileged children
in the St. Louis area.
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A very Schulte Christmas
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Schulte celebrates his 60th Christmas at SLUH
and reflects on Santa Claus and Christmas

Nick Fandos
“Hey, you were Santa Claus!” Schulte staggered and tried
Features Editor
to convince her he was not Santa Claus. His efforts were
he halls are decorated and the Christmas Fine Arts in vain: “She recognized my laugh,” said Schulte, breaking
Assembly is behind us. But perhaps the most tell- into his trademark laugh as he explained
ing sign of the season was theatre teacher Joe Schulte’s 	The girl explained to Schulte that the day he had visited,
famous Santa Claus prayer service this week. Dressed in “everything was going wrong ... and then Santa showed up,
full beard and wig, Schulte used the prayer service as a and everything made sense.” To Schulte, that’s exactly what
means to share his thoughts on Santa Claus and Christmas, Santa is about.
“I think sometimes people have a tendency to ... think
as well as challenge students to find Christmas spirit as
that Santa Claus is a
the holidays aprepresentation of the
proach. While
commercialization
Schulte’s Christof (Christmas). But I
mas story is
don’t think he is and
known by some,
never have,” said
the scope and
Schulte. “He reprebeauty of his
sented a total spirit
passion for what
of what Christmas
the season reprewas.”
sents is worth a
For Schulte,
closer look.
this
conclusion
is
“There are all
an
easy
one,
and
not
kinds of different
just because he has
things in boxes,”
played Santa for so
started Schulte,
many years. After
offering me a preall, he grew up before
view of his prayer
television and shopservice during an
ping malls and what
interview. “Kids
many have called the
wonder about,
materialization of
‘What’s in this
Christmas.
box?’ and ‘Is this
	Schulte was
a box for me?’ But
born
in 1937, and
it’s not a present in
most
of his first
the sense that you
Christmas
memories
think it’s a preswere
during
World
ent, but it is a presWar
Two.
His
father
ent for me—every
worked
for
the
railyear it’s the same
road
in
St.
Louis,
and
present. And from
money
was
tight.
As
this present I get
he
explained,
“Christdelight, I get fun,
mases weren’t big
I enjoy life, and
present times.”
I learn all kinds
Instead,
of things about
Dressed as Santa Claus, Joe Schulte checks Santa’s list as he listens to faculty childrens’ Christmas
Christmas
was mainly
the world around
wish lists last Saturday.
about
family.
Schulte’s
me.”
grandmother
lived
in
the
house
next
door
to
his
own,
and
	The present, most students already know, is Schulte’s
aunts
and
uncles
were
nearby.
As
Schulte
remembers
them,
Santa Suit. “This is what I become at Christmas; I become
Christmases spent at their homes were “just pure fun of
Santa,” he explained.
For Schulte, this year will be his sixtieth Christmas at living.”
“I grew up before teleSt. Louis U. High—four as a student in the early ‘50s, four
vision,”
said Schulte, once
as a theater aide during college, and another 52 as the theater
again
letting
out a huge
director, math teacher and friend that so many current and
laugh.
“So
it
was a time
former Jr. Billikens fondly recall. But in that time, the latwhen
you
had
to
sit around
ter 52 years, there are many more students and friends that
and
sort
of
have
fun
just with
would just as soon remember Schulte as Santa Claus, the
family.”
man who has unfailingly brought Christmas to those who
	Schulte fondly rememneeded it.
	Schulte started bringing Santa to SLUH in 1958, his bers putting up Christmas
first year out of college and as a full-time faculty member decorations, helping in
at SLUH. The school bought Schulte a used Santa suit from the kitchen and wrapping
a costumer, and he went to work playing the man in red gifts—all things done tofor faculty and their children every year at Christmas time. gether.
“There was an energy
Santa would hear the children’s wishes and make sure that
to
the
day, the hustle and the
each one who sat on his lap had been good before sending
bustle—my
mother’s cookeach child on his or her way with a sugary candy cane.
ing
and
smelling
the food in
Pretty soon Schulte began to take Santa outside the
the
house,
smelling
the logs
school. On the Saturday before Christmas each year, he
in
the
fireplace.
All
the
stuff
and his wife drove around the city to visit kids the couple
that
you
did,
and
it
was
all a
knew from their children’s carpool or school. Santa would
joy
to
do,”
said
Schulte.
hear each child’s wishes, never forgetting the red and white
	Schulte remembers
candy cane.
	Schulte remembered one such Christmas when he and one particular Christmas
his wife decided to visit a young girl who was in carpool when he played the role of
with their children. They parked around the corner so that a bad boy who got coal in
the children in the front yard would not recognize their car. his stocking in the school
Santa walked to the house and greeted the kids playing in Christmas play. Schulte
the front yard. He gave out candy canes as usual, laughed explained that the fictional
and listened to their wish lists. After briefly stopping inside, character made him realize for one of the first times what
Christmas is about.
Schulte departed. Just another visit from Santa Claus.
“I learned from that that Christmas is a time to be
	About a month later when he was off school during
good,
not to get a present, but just in the goodness of things
Senior Project, Schulte decided to drive the children’s
you’ll
be happy,” said Schulte. He said that memory is still
carpool for his wife. When the girl to whom he had given
there.
the candy cane just a month before saw him, she yelled out
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	Schulte also remembers walking to midnight Mass on
Christmas Eve in a snowstorm. He remembers Christmases
at SLUH: listening to the German brass band play Christmas
tunes or attending the Christmas dance. And he remembers
proposing marriage to his wife some years later on Christmas
Eve, and in so doing starting their own family and Christmas
traditions and letting childhood ones fade.
	But those traditions are largely gone now, too. Schulte’s
wife died 13 years ago, and his children have grown and
started their own new Christmas traditions. His wife’s family
still invites Schulte over at the holidays each year, and he
attends, but it’s not quite the same.
“I think that there are still moments of joy of getting
together, but I’m not sure whether the celebrations are the
same kind of celebrations,” said Schulte, alluding to the
Christmases of his childhood.
“In some ways the world is so fast and so furious that
it has a problem just sitting back and relaxing and enjoying
life,” said Schulte, who tries to do just that. “I love to sit
and watch kids play. That kind of a feeling about the joy of
just being a little kid.”
Perhaps it’s that feeling that continues to attract Schulte
to Santa Claus.
“I think there’s some changes. I think the world’s a little
faster and therefore things have to happen a little faster, and
maybe I would like that things would slow down,” said
Schulte.
	Despite such rapid changes, Schulte is keeping up. He
explained that he has 328 Christmas songs on his iPod: a
day and a half of Christmas music, readings and operas.
“Sometimes I just put it on and let it play,” said Schulte,
laughing once again. He has a Facebook account as well
and keeps up with generations of alumni.
	Santa is keeping up as well. He met with the children
of SLUH faculty members last weekend and is preparing to
hit the town just as in Christmases past—this time with his
son at the wheel. Of driving himself, Schulte laughs, “it’s
not possible in a Santa outfit.” As for the Santa suit itself, it
is a brand new one; the old suit finally wore out a few years
ago and the school purchased Schulte another.
“I’m a person who loves Christmas,” concluded Schulte.
“I spend too much money on things, on people. I like to
surprise people.”
	That’s the idea that Schulte reached for as he closed
prayer service this week and as he talked with me. It’s also
the idea behind Santa Claus.
“(To be Santa) is to see the joy in children, to see the
joy in the people around you as you go about whatever you
do,” said Schulte before prayer service. Whenever talking
of Santa Claus, he encourages students to read a book to
a younger sibling or visit a
grandparent—some act of giving.
“Those kinds of acts are
acts of being Santa,” concluded
Schulte. “Share your life with
them, and you will find out that
giving of that particular way is
one of the greatest thrills you
could possibly go through.”
It’s hard to say whether
most students will take the idea
to heart. There is definitely
something attractive about
receiving Christmas gifts or a
long break from school. You
may not believe Santa comes
down your chimney anymore,
but the candy cane is still there.
All you have to do is share it,
whatever it may be.
Drawing by Bobby Lux

Christmas quote
of the week

“To the American people: Christmas is not a time or a
season, but a state of mind. To cherish peace and good
will, to be plenteous in mercy, is to have the real spirit of
Christmas.”		
-Calvin Coolidge
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A Movie Christmas
Michael Blair
Film Critic
hristmas blockbusters have one thing
in common: they’re money machines, ergonomically designed to scoop
up your bucks efficiently. Large-scope,
big budget films like Avatar and Sherlock
Holmes will surely hustle in the most cash
of this year’s bunch and are sure to provide a thrilling, if fleeting, few hours at
the cinema.
	But, as the gap between major studio
action-adventure blowouts and mid-budget
Oscar contenders grows wider, it seems as if
there’s little room left for an old-fashioned
Christmas tale. More than anything, these
blockbusters aim to soar up and up in the
air rather than down, down the chimney.
	So what’s a good Christmas man to do?
If you’re looking for something new, Wes
Anderson’s charming Fantastic Mr. Fox is
your best bet. But how about taking a few
rounds with the Ghost of Christmas Movie
Past? There’s plenty to be found right at
home, where it’s perfectly legal to walk
around in pajama pants and slippers. To
make things easier, I’ve compiled a short
list of Christmas movie staples:

C

A Christmas Story (1983)
Though perhaps a tad oversaturated through
its constant cable reruns, Jean Shepherd’s A
Christmas Story is hard to get sick of. Filled
with mall Santas, sadistic teachers, bunny
costumes and all, A Christmas Story is that
rare combination of grotesque caricature
and family love. Most importantly, it’s
about childhood excitement, through little
Ralphie’s quest for the perfect toy, that Red
Rider BB Gun.

A Charlie Brown Christmas (1965)
It’s not an actual movie, but A Charlie
Brown Christmas better captures the spirit
of Christmas in twenty minutes than most
films can in hours. It’s a compelling mixture
of compassion and humor, and the best of
the Charlie Brown series.
National Lampoon’s Christmas
Vacation (1989)
Leave it to the Griswold family to so hilariously botch things up. In Christmas Vacation, Chevy Chase and company have never
been more absurdly wonderful—decking the
halls, plastering the lights, scraping down icy
hills. Christmas Vacation is all laughs, no
philosophy. That’s just fine by me.
It’s A Wonderful Life (1946)
Frank Capra’s classic tale of Christmas cheer
is also one of his darkest. By the middle of
the film, George Bailey (Jimmy Stewart in
his most Jimmy Stewarty performance) is so
down and out that he’s going to end it all by
jumping off a bridge. He stops himself, of
course, but it’s that dark drama that makes
Bailey’s eventual rise, at the hands of family
and friends, all the more stirring.
Saturday Night Live Christmas (1999)
No viewing of It’s A Wonderful Life, however,
is complete without Dana Carvey and SNL’s
wonderfully subversive take on the film’s
famous ending scene. This DVD is packed
with other great sketches as well, including
Alec Baldwin’s unforgettable “NPR’s Delicious Dish.”

The Decembers of the Prep News
throughout the decades
Compiled by Drew Dziedzic, Eric Lewis,
and Mike Lumetta
1939: Sodality “Tin Can Social” To Open
Christmas Recess (Volume 3, Issue 5)
The Sodalities of St. Louis U. High, ministry organizations organized by classes,
presented an entertainment festival to collect
food, toys, and clothing for the less fortunate
at Christmas. Students received the afternoon
of Dec. 22 off and could attend for five cents
and a donation.
1949: Dauphin Players to Stage “Ceiling
Zero” Dec. 18-9 (Volume 13, Issue 5)
The Dauphin Players performed “Ceiling
Zero” in the St. Louis University Law School
Auditorium. The play tells the story of the
conflict between the old, wild, and daring
airmen of the origin of the airline industry
and the younger trained and disciplined generation of pilots that plans to shortly replace
them at an airline. Admission cost 50 cents
in advance and 75 cents at the door.
1959: Juniors’ Christmas Dance Has ‘Skating Pond’ Theme (Volume 23, Issue 5)
On Dec. 22, the class of 1961, then juniors,
held their first major project as a class,
the Christmas Dance. Planned by scenery
designer Joseph Schulte (now a SLUH
fixture), the dance cost $2.00 per couple,
and suits and ties were required. Following
the theme of a park during the winter, the
orchestra was placed in the middle of the
dance floor, and a cabin-type lodge was
placed on the stage.
1970: Call for Increased School Spirit
(Volume 35)
On Dec. 1, an article called for increased
student attendance at basketball games because of lulling attendance after a football
State Championship. “We want another State

Champion,” the unnamed author wrote, “and
if our spirit can be revived to match that of
the football season, we feel confident of
our chances.”
1979: STUCO Amendment Passes (Volume
44, Issue 15)
SLUH’s Student Council (STUCO) passed
an amendment to its constitution on Dec.
10. The amendment introduced the concept
of homeroom representatives, who would
attend STUCO meetings and vote on most
issues. The amendment broadened the membership of STUCO to underclassmen. Said
STUCO President Mike Hunsicker, “It’s a big
step forward in the transition from a ‘senior’
council to a student council.”
1989: STUCO Christmas Mixer a Success
for Area Needy (Volume 54, Issue 15)
The “Christmas in December” Mixer on the
night of Dec. 9 filled SLUH’s auditorium to
capacity. One freshman noted that “there
were tons of girls” present at the “Ladies’
Night”-themed event. Proceeds from admission and refreshment sales went to the
families aided by SLUH’s Christmas Food
Drive.
1999: Anxious students trample cafeteria in
rush to acquire ’98-’99 yearbooks (Volume
64, Issue 15)
When the Dauphin Yearbook became available on Dec. 14, editor Gabe Javier, ’00, carefully organized the after-school distribution
of the publication in the cafeteria. However,
the waiting students who had thronged to
receive their yearbooks quickly grew impatient. They stormed the tables, overwhelmed
the staff, ripped open boxes to seize books,
and walked on tables. Assistant Principal
of Discipline and Student Welfare H. Eric
Clark, who finally broke up the mob, called
it “chaos. It reminded me of a prison scene
you see on TV.”
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s the student-run newspaper of St.
Louis University High School, the
Prep News is a weekly publication that
strives to inform the SLUH community
about events and people, with its focus on
those pertaining to the school, primarily
through the written word.
	The Prep News is neither the voice of
the administration nor the students. Rather,
the newspaper serves to gather and distribute
information for the entire school. The Prep
News editors and staff members make every
effort to be objective in their news coverage
and editing.
	The organizational structure of the Prep
News differs slightly from that of recent
years. This year the Prep News has one editor
in chief, one news editor, one features editor, and two sports editors. The members of
the editorial staff are co-workers and share
equally the duties of writing, copy-editing,
layout, and staff management. All of the
editors share responsibility and leadership
of the paper. The editors are supported by
a core staff of regular reporters, who are
frequently underclassmen.
It is the role of the editors to seek out
and facilitate the reporting of all significant
news at SLUH. While any faculty member
or student is welcome to submit suggestions
for potential articles, the Prep News is never
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obligated to publish any article idea; the edi
tors reserve the right to deem any potential
article un-newsworthy and retain it from
publication for this or any other reason.
	Our primary emphasis as editors of the
Prep News is upon clear and accurate writing
and careful editing. But we do attempt to in
clude some visual expression—photography,
drawing, technical aids, etc.—in every issue.
Despite our desire to make the paper visually
appealing, we commit ourselves not to allow
form to supersede substance.
	The Prep News strongly encourages
underclassman involvement, and our office
on the second floor of the Jesuit Wing, room
J220, is always open for involvement, criti
cism, praise, or suggestions. Without student
reaction and feedback, the Prep News could
not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will
try to correct any significant error in the
following issue.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole
responsibility for the text of news and sports
articles, features, and editorials. We encour
age faculty or students who take issue with
the manner in which the news was reported
or find an error to bring it to the attention of
the editors, not the individual reporters.
	This is the platform of the editors of
Volume LXXIV of the Prep News.

Volume LXXIV
Editorial Policy

he Volume LXXIV Prep News editorial policy serves the purpose of being the vehicle of the personal opinion,
whether from students, faculty, or others
wishing to voice an opinion. All topics
discussed in the section will be related to
St. Louis University High School.
	Nothing published either as an editorial
or as a letter to an editor should be considered
the opinion of the school, the administration,
or anyone other than its author or authors.
	A Prep News editorial is the opinion
of all five editors on a particular topic. In
their writing, the editors will make a strong
attempt to express their views in a clear and
accurate fashion.
A commentary is defined as an opinion
of one member of the Prep News staff, not
of the Prep News itself.
	Every member of the SLUH community
is welcomed and encouraged to submit a letter to the editors. Every letter received by the

editors will be read and given consideration.
All letters must be signed, but the author’s
name may be withheld from publication by
request and at the discretion of the editors.
	The Prep News editors reserve the right
to edit any submissions for publication in
order to meet grammatical standards, but
they will not skew the author’s original
intent. Also, the editors reserve the right to
withhold from publication any submission
if it is deemed vulgar, tasteless, or otherwise
inappropriate.
	All authors wishing to have letters
published must submit them by 4 p.m. the
Wednesday before the letter is to be published.
Letters can be given to any Prep News
editor or moderator. In addition, letters can
be mailed to the Prep News courtesy of St.
Louis University High School, 4970 Oakland
Ave., St. Louis, MO 63110, or e-mailed to
prepnews@sluh.org.

From the
PN LiteraryArchives
PN Volume 13, Issue 5
In the past volumes of the Prep News, students could submit short stories and poems to
be published in the Literary Section of the paper. The following poem was published on
Dec. 16, 1949. Senior Jim Nouss, a star defensive tackle on the Jr. Bills’ 1949 football
team, was the author of the poem.
-compiled by Drew Dziedzic

Christmas Thought
By Jim Nouss

Bring on the candles, light up the tree;
There’s something Christmas means to me.
It weaves a charm, it casts a spell,
It guards a warmth I cannot tell.
It melts the years with Him so kind,
It makes me young again in mind.
I long to give where pity pleads,
I think of friends and human needs.
But the One to remember is high above,
To whom we owe all of our love.
With lasting Faith we’ll heal His scars,
Who lives and reigns beyond the stars.
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Fine Arts “Carols for a Cure“ a success
Kevin Kimes
Reporter
ast Sunday hundreds of St. Louis U. High parents
and friends gathered for entertainment courtesy of
the Fine Arts chorus and dance classes of SLUH, which
annually meet to perform a Christmas Concert in the Joseph Schulte Theater.
	The concert, known this year as the “Carols for a Cure”
concert, lasted nearly two hours. The concert was given this
year for free, as always, but included the sale of t-shirts and
gift baskets for the Broadway Cares Equity Fights AIDS
foundation.
In addition, the foundation created a Christmas carol album, put together by directors and actors of famous musicals
such as Rent, In the Heights, Hairspray, and Grease, which
was sold after the show. The dance classes’ performances
were all choreographed versions of the songs included on
the album.
	As usual, the theater was completely decked out in its
Christmas attire, from the lighted garland bordering the
stage to the lighted trees hanging above. The performance
was put together primarily by chorus class conductor Joseph
“Doc” Koestner and dance teacher Simonie Bieber.
The chorus classes were the first to perform. The varsity and regular choruses combined to sing four songs, one
of which was a song written by poet Sara Teasdale called
“Stars I Shall Find.” The song moved the crowd with its
quiet measures followed by booming crescendos.
	After she heard the song, Joyce Clemens, a grandparent of one of the chorus members, said, “That conductor
(Koestner) really knows what he’s doing in training our
young men into having a talent they’ll carry for the rest of
their lives.”
	The song was followed by “Joy to the World,” in which
senior student body president Kevin Mueller soloed in the
second verse.

L

In between some of the performances, the circus club
members such as sophomore magician Mark Kuehner impressed the crowd with magic and juggling.
	The regular choruses then stepped off the stage, and the A
Capella Club, which consists of varsity chorus members such
as sophomores Christian Probst and Adam
Hunn, performed a
version of “Rudolph
the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” a crowd favorite.
	Then, the regular
choruses came back
on, each class singing
a pair of songs it had
been practicing all semester. The highlight
song was “Carol of the
Bells,” a complicated,
intricate piece filled
with contrasting harmonies and precision
timing.
	The varsity then stepped on again to sing the classic
song, “You’re A Mean One, Mr. Grinch,” and even added
some dancing along with it.
	Said Koestner of the concert, “Whenever my students
are convinced that they have a good product (performance),
they talk it up with their parents and friends, and we generally have a larger crowd as a result. Considering that we
had a full house, the choruses as well as dancers certainly
had a great enthusiasm and confidence in what they were
doing. I was very pleased with my choruses’ performances,
and I’m very proud of them. They put in an entire semester
to learn these songs.”

	After the choral performances, the dance classes stepped
up to the stage. They fired up the crowd with performances
of songs such as “Up on the Housetop,” which had been
contributed to the “Carols for a Cure” album by the artists of
the musical Grease, and “Santa’s Comin’ To Town,” which
had been contributed
by the artists of Hairspray.
	The dancers
changed tempo with
a salsa performance
of “Los Peces en
el Rio,” which had
been contributed by
the artists of “In the
Heights.”
	Said sophomore Amir Paschal
“I thought the dance
performance was
excellent. I don’t
think it could have
gone any better than
it did. Through all the time and hard work the dancers put
in, we carried ourselves well. I thought the dance was fun
overall besides the immediate shock you have when you
realize you’re dancing in front of so many people, constantly
thinking in your mind ‘Don’t mess up!’ I will definitely be
involved in dance again.”
	The dance classes then performed a disco version of
“Deck the Halls,” which had the crowd laughing out loud,
as well as a hip-hop version of “Angels We Have Heard on
High.”
Finally, the dancers finished off with a performance of
“Love Heals,” which had been contributed by the artists of
Rent.

“I don’t think it could
have gone any better than it did.”
-Sophomore Amir Paschal

Quiz Bowl finishes 10-2 after Hancock
Ben Kim
News Editor
he St. Louis U. High Quiz Bowl team ended its regular season 10-2 in the Private School League last
Thursday after solid
regular season play
and a confidencebuilding Hancock
Tournament.
	SLUH clinched
a No. 2 seed placement for the season’s
finals in its final regular match-up against
DeSmet and RosatiKain on Dec. 3. After
an easy match against
DuBourg and a slight
struggle with RosatiKain, SLUH’s Quiz
Bowl team earned
two more victories,
making its record
8-1.
	The team maintained its momentum going into the day-long Hancock
Tournament the following Saturday, Dec. 5. After going
3-0 in the morning match-ups, SLUH was seeded third
for the afternoon rounds in which they faced rival Villa
Duschene. Villa was the No. 1 seed in the upcoming finals
match, holding a season record of 9-0.
	According to moderator Frank Corley, SLUH won the
match comfortably, sometimes leading Villa by “as much
as 100 points.”
	SLUH’s run though was cut short in the tournament’s
final match by Fort Zumwalt West’s team. Even though
there was a relatively fair range of questions, West’s players
dominated the buzz-ins, keeping SLUH from raising their
score.
“They pounded us,” said Corley. “They were clearly
the better team.”
	Despite the loss to Fort Zumwalt West, SLUH’s win
over Villa was the confidence-booster it needed for the finals
match of its league.
Five days later, the top four teams of the Private School
League convened at Chaminade on Dec. 10 for the season’s
finals. Instead of the regular tournament style match-up
though, these finals were organized as a round-robin in which
every team played each other. Bursting into its first two
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matches, SLUH steamrolled No. 3 seed DuBourg and No.
4 seed Rosati-Kain. Though both opposing teams possessed
a stellar individual player—senior Matt Cole for DuBourg
and senior Eva Byrne for Rosati Kain—SLUH’s depth kept
them ahead in the
matches.
“Everyone
has to contribute to
the team’s success in
order to win,” said
senior Quizbowler
Brian Campbell.
	After dinner,
SLUH was the only
team with a 2-0
record, as DuBourg
(1-1) defeated the
strong Villa team
(1-1). The Quizbills
only had to defeat
Villa in their third
and final matchup in order to win
the championship.
During the match

“I think we did a
pretty good job…
we got some good
talent this year.”
		 -Senior Patrick Creedon

though, the questions centered around literature, the speciality of one of Villa’s strongest seniors, Sabrina Fritz, and
SLUH fell to 2-1.
“The questions just got away from us. They were questions that were for (Villa) ... It was their game,” said senior
captain Patrick Creedon.
	DuBourg had defeated Rosati Kain, in the meantime,
and grabbed a 2-1 record, resulting in an unique threeway tie between DuBourg, SLUH, and Villa. Since all the
teams lost against each other in the head-to-head matches,
the champion was decided by total points scored during
the matches. Villa placed first, and a second place was not
named.
“I think we have done a pretty good job. I mean, we
got some good talent this year,” said Creedon.
	According to Creedon, the team’s biggest weakness is
its lack of scheduled practices. Since the team rarely studies
questions in preparation, the players performed the entire
regular season based only on prior knowledge. Yet despite
this obstacle, SLUH was able to end the regular season
10-2.
	Even though the regular season is complete, many
tournaments still await the team. The team’s next match
starts at 9 a.m. this Saturday at Pacific High School.
printed with permission of the National Weather Service

Today’s
Snowstorm
The St. Louis area will likely be visited by the first accumulating snow
of the season today and tonight. The
National Weather Service predicts
that the rain should change over to
snow in the late afternoon. Total
maximum accumulation should
not be much above one inch for St.
Louis and St. Charles.

10

News

Volume 74, Issue 14

XMAS DRIVE

December 18, 2009

(from 1)
“It was interesting for the fact that the charity place was
in my neighborhood, literally only two minutes away from
my house,” said junior Nick Hartzler. “That just came as a
shock to me to see that we at SLUH can make such a great
impact at a place so
close to home.”
	And for their
charitable conduct,
the SLUH volunteers
received much recognition.
“We are very
grateful to SLUH
because you all are
our biggest sponsor, sponsoring 40
families, which is a
huge deal to us,” said
therapist Meredith
Rataj. “Our huge
room is now filled
with gifts. We are
thrilled you can help
so many families,
and we are glad we can count on you all every year.”
“It was nice to see SLUH boys working hard, wanting to do it, donating their free time,” said STUCO Vice
President of Pastoral Activities James Fister. “I was really
impressed by all the people who volunteered to drive, we
got a lot more people than I was expecting. It was also nice
to have other people to see the Jr. Bills in action because
they were so impressed by all that we were able to donate.
It was nice to be thanked for what we did.”
	The volunteers also noted the inclusion of students from
all backgrounds.
“I was glad to see a lot of involvement, especially a

lot of people from different grades,” said Fister. “It wasn’t
all seniors, or all one class. Even some teachers helped out,
including Dr. Callon and Mr. See.”
“I was happy to see that the athletes, the religious type,
all people came together to deliver,” said Hartzler. “People
were taking other
people’s homeroom
donations to the
center. People were
willing to help if
someone (came into
the center) and said,
‘I need some help
unloading that green
Expedition.’ It was
an overall happy
time.”
	Still, according to Fister, every
homeroom had a
donation at the center on Tuesday.
	A l t h o u g h
there were many
good things to say
about the drive, many people who delivered were unhappy
about the lack of interaction with the families.
“I really miss having the chance for the students to meet
or even sit down with the family. I am going to request we
go back to that system,” said Callon. “I think that hospitality,
that personal connection is really the point of service. And
when we don’t see the faces of the people we are helping, it’s
less powerful. We saw a basement and some social workers.
I’d like to see the families, and for them to see us.”
“If we are going to only drop off the donations at the
center, we might as well get a CSP van, take the seats out,
and just put everyone’s stuff in one car so we don’t waste
gas, and drive only one combustible engine,” said Callon.

“But to have multiple people go to unload stuff seemed kind
of silly.”
“Next year, I think we won’t use Southside Catholic
Charities because we want to be donating directly to the
families,” said Fister. “Even though it was great being down
(at the center), it just wasn’t the same. I was really upset.
Right up until we started collecting on Nov. 30, I believed
we were donating directly to the families. I understand why
they didn’t want to do that with a lot of people getting lost
last year. But I think it’s worth the extra work delivering to
the families.”
	Callon, wanting to know the stories of the families that
receive the gifts, suggested a meet and greet breakfast with
the families to hear their stories.
“We can host this event here and invite the people to
come and we can give them a big breakfast with some shows
going on for the kids. With a festival atmosphere, it can be
an all-day event run by STUCO,” proposed Callon.
	According to Rataj, SCC chose the current delivery
method out of respect for “the confidentiality of our clients,”
as having people visiting the families’ houses would require
legal release forms.
“So everything we do that reveals our client’s identities,
we must have their permission,” said Rataj.
In further response to SLUH’s disappointment in not
personally dropping off the gifts, Rataj stated that, in the
past, some SLUH homerooms were delayed in their gift
drop-offs, causing confusion for the families and the charity. According to Rataj, though, if the personal visits are an
interest of SLUH, “we are open to talking about it.”
	But she also mentioned how most of the gifts from
SLUH were unwrapped and not personalized for the family
members, unlike “a lot of our donors.”
“If you guys want that personal connection, that’s fine,
but I didn’t understand that from the donations that we received that that was a priority,” said Rataj. “We really like
partnering with SLUH, and we would like to continue our
partnership.”

(from 1)
up to provide community service volunteers to a struggling
neighborhood in Camden, NJ.
For one week, the students spread out and went to different service organizations in the community, traveling to
a different organization each day. Carson worked in a soup
kitchen, day shelter for the homeless, and an HIV/AIDS
house, as well as at a few other places.
“Service isn’t always huge acts like building
homes, or going on relief or rescue efforts. I found
that meaningful service can be found in spending time
with people that really need you. As the SLUH CSP
office says, ‘Ministry of Presence.’ Just being around
people that need someone is real service,” Carson said.
	Carson’s future in service will not slow down anytime
soon. He is headed to Honduras for Senior Project, plans
on continuing his yearbook work for his next school, and is

excited to explore
new community
service opportunities in college.
“I definitely
am looking forward to having a
few little siblings
for a month in
Honduras. As
for college, I
want to join the
yearbook staff,
and will look to Archbishop May Service Award winner Chad
faith based orga- Carson Plays cards with the mentally disabled on
the July Urban Challenge trip.
nizations on campus for organized service opportunities,” Carson said.

	The formal presentation of the Award is not until April
20 at an award dinner, and in March, all 29 recipients of the
award will participate in a day of prayer and service together.
“I always admired the seniors who were selected for
awards when I was an underclassman, especially this specific award, and it is an honor to have my name put on the
plaque with theirs,” said Carson.

“SLUH can make
such a great impact
at a place so close
to home.”
			

-Junior Nick Hartzler

Carson

photo courtesy of chad carson

Dance
at the Fine Arts assembly

Progressive
(from 2)

“I think it’s nice,” sophomore Matei Stefanescu said.
“Now we can get the voice of the liberal students out to
everyone.”
	On the other end of the spectrum, sophomore Joe
Stuckstede found the SLUH Progressive “to be completely
misinformed and biased towards the left wing. I am outraged
that people are so willing to publish slander in an attempt
to push their own agenda.”
If you want to get involved with the SLUH Progressive you can contact Minden-Birkenmaier, Newsham or
sophomore editor Joe Klein. The SLUH Democrats meet
every Wednesday during activity period in M116.
“We just want people to get active and get liberal,”
Newsham said.

USCCB

photo by mr. matt sciuto

Senior Kevin Kickham executing a jump
during the dance performance in the Fine
Arts assembly last
Friday.

(from 1)
much more a guy that’s saying ‘I want you to deal with the
bishops’ curriculum. I want everybody to take it seriously
and find a way to sort of bring this into their classes,’ but
he doesn’t seem to be at a point of dictating how,” said
Linhares.
	Garavaglia said that discussions on how to implement the
framework will take place later this year and will particularly
consider its emphasis on relationships with Jesus.
“Not every (current) course is directly a Christological
course,” said Garavaglia of SLUH’s program. “But everything is framed through the relationship of Jesus.”
“We really need to wait for some more guidance from
the bishops themselves and particularly from our own
archbishop to see where we go from here,” said Ott. Other
St. Louis Catholic high schools face the same potential
curriculum changes, and Garavaglia mentioned a possible
meeting later in the year with teachers at DeSmet Jesuit
High School to address the situation.
“Right now we are trying to formulate what is going
to be the most appropriate response,” said Garavaglia.
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as both players gave it their all until Hess
broke through in the end to take it home by
a heartbreaking one point advantage, winning 10-11.
	The En-gioia-ingthegame?bills lead
was now shrunk
to 3-2, with only
two matches left
to play. Senior No.
2 seed Brendan
Giljum stepped in
to play against rival
Denis O’Grady.
Giljum continued
his trend of starting
off incredibly slow and the same was true
here, as he seemingly couldn’t make good
contact with any ball hit to him in the first
game, dropping it 12-15.
	Game two started out the same way and
looked to be another loss for the Jr. Bills until
Giljum took a timeout while down 10-13.
After a short talk with captain Mark Kissel,
Giljum came back and played high percentage racquetball, finishing game two 15-13
and then storming through the tiebreaker to
victory with a score of 11-3.

Last up for the U. High was No. 1 seed
Kissel against a rather inconsistent but very
potent Tommy Bottchen. Kissel was lightsout in game one due to his stellar cross-court
passes and won 15-3. He played down to his
opponent’s level
in game two but
still notched out
a far closer victory by a score of
15-12.
“We’ve got a lot
to work on before
our next game,”
said coach Robert
Hoffmann. “Mark was the only one today
with consistent passes, and we need to improve on that if we want to have any shot
at Nationals. But there was a lot of great
comebacks today which was good to see.”
	Although pleased with the win, head
coach Joe Koestner noted that the match
highlighted some inconsistencies in technique in many of the players.
	SLUH will play next on Tuesday, Jan.
3, 2010 at Vetta Concord at 3:30 against the
Chaminade Red Devils after a long Christmas
break.

“We’ve got a lot to
work on before our next
game.”
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42-40 in favor of the Cadets. But SLUH got
no closer, as they failed on multiple chances
to tie or take the lead. Pierson converted a
3-point play that put the lead out of SLUH’s
reach.
        The final score was 53-46 in favor of
the Cadets. Cooney finished with 12 points
and Mayberger added 10 despite fouling out
with several minutes to go.
“It was a really, really bad first half but
I was actually really happy with our second
half and that’s something to model the rest
of our year after, the way we played in the
second half,” said Cooney “If we reach our
full potential it will be hard to beat us.”
	SLUH plays tonight at Vianney at 7
p.m. in what should be a close game.

Prep News
New Year’s
Quote of the
Week
“New Year’s eve is like any other night; there
is no pause in the march of the universe, no
breathless moment of silence among created
things that the passage of another twelve
months may be noted; and yet no man has
quite the same thoughts this evening that
come with the coming of darkness on other
nights.”
		

-Hamilton Wright Mabie

C Sports Updates JV Sports Updates

C Wrestling
Record: 1-2
Last meet: 60-24 loss vs. Vianney
Key wrestler: Sam Wilhelm, pin
Next meet: 12/18 vs. Kirkwood

C (Blue) Basketball
Record: 1-2
Last game: 57-50 loss vs. Chaminade
Key player: Brian Howard, 10 pts.
Next game: 12/18 at Vianney

C Hockey
Record: 3-1-2
Last game: 0-0 tie vs. Northwest
Key player: Zack Everson, goalie
Next game: 12/19 vs. Marquette

C (White) Basketball
Record: 7-0
Last game: Win vs. DuBourg
Key player: Brendan Bement, 15 pts.
Next game: 12/21 at MICDS
-Compiled by Joe Walsh, Sam Morris, Ryan
Trenter, Brendan Bement

JV Wrestling
Record: 2-0
Last meet: vs. Vianney
Key wrestler: Sophomore Parker Schenk,
9-6 win
Next meet: 12/18 vs. Kirkwood
JV Hockey
Record: 6-1
Last game: 4-1 win vs. Francis Howell
Key player: Sophomore Nick Breunig,
goalie
Next game: 12/20 vs. Ft. Zumwalt West

B Basketball
Record: 6-0
Last game: Win vs. CBC
Key player: Sophomore Jack Kelly, 19
points
Next game: 12/18 at Vianney

Neither SLUH wrestler seemed out of the
match, but his opponent worked a turn and
pinned him in each instance.
	The I’mTheBestbills’ upper weights
would again surge back for the tie. Everson (13-2, 12 pins)
smoothly doublelegged his opponent
several times and finally took him to his
back on one for the
fall. After a bye for
Geders (6-0, 2 pins)
at 189, Gass (12-3, 9
pins) also controlled
his match with powerful leg shots early
and with half-nelsons in the third, turning
and pinning his opponent on one. The three
straight wins evened the score at 29-29.
	Gass attributed his seven-win streak to
his conditioning. “Just the shape that I’m in

is much better,” he said. “I think as a team,
we’re in better shape than anybody else.”
	Myers (3-11, 2 pins) nearly pinned the
Vianney heavyweight on a half as well,
but he got too high and ended in a pinning
combination himself. The loss and Vianney
byes at 103 and 112 sealed the 47-29 Vianney win, the Jr. Bills’ first MCC loss of the
season.
	Though the win removes the Jr. Bills’
MCC title hopes from their control, Ott said
that the close matches against Vianney will
prepare them for future matches against
better wrestlers. “If you’re used to wrestling
close matches in the third period and winning
them, that’s what’s going to happen when
you wrestle good kids,” he said.
	The Jr. Bills will not compete again until
the Spartan at DeSmet Dec. 29 and 30.

-Compiled by Pat Lally, Mike Sitzmire, Nate
Heagney
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position where literally one match goes differently and we win the tournament,” he said.
“It’s nice to kind of have that affirmation, but
at the same time we still want more.”
	Danter said that SLUH should maintain
the mentality they had in the late rounds at
Ritenour to continue their success in upcoming competitions. “We need to go out and
be like, ‘I know I’m going to beat this kid, I
have confidence that I’m going to beat him,
and I’m not just going to beat him, I’m going
to beat him badly,’” he said.
	The Jr. Bills’ second meet in their quest
for an MCC championship, against Vianney
began badly Monday night in the Danis
Field House. At 119, 125, and 130, they
surrendered two pins and a tech fall. With
the strongest part of SLUH’s lineup coming
up, Vianney led 17-0.
In the 135 bout against Brad Lux, Whitney (12-3, 4 pins) had a strong third period

to pull out the victory. When Lux escaped
up 3-2, he immediately shot on a single-leg
for a takedown and 4-3 lead and won 6-3.
	Andrew Danter (14-1, 6 pins) used his
superb technique and toughness in scrambles
to pull out a close 4-1
win over Brett Hentz.
	Espen Conley
(15-0, 6 pins) executed
smooth takedowns on
snaps and leg shots
as his opponent, Nick
Dondzila, rushed
moves. Conley built
a 14-3 lead before he
lifted Dondzila on a high crotch and dumped
him lightly to his back for the 19-3 technical
fall. The victory narrowed the gap to 17-11
in favor of Vianney.
	Vianney extended their lead with pins
of Lopez (7-7, 2 pins) and Jon Conley (1-5).

“I think as a team
we’re in better shape
than anybody else.”
-junior Brian Gass
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Calendar

Friday, December 18
Schedule R
Sr. Exams
Sr. Project Missioning Service
	AP
BBALL @ Vianney 7pm
HOC @ Lafayette (U.S. Ice
	Sports) 9pm
B BBALL @ Vianney 5:30pm
JV/C WRES vs. Kirkwood 4pm
CB BBALL @ Vianney 4pm
Menu
AP Snack—Jumbo Pretzel Twist
Lunch: Special—Chicken Bites
Healthy—Homemade Beef Stew

The Weekend
Saturday, December 19
Faculty Christmas Party (Mass
@ 5pm)

FUN FACT
In 1843, Charles Dickens wrote
A Christmas Carol in just six
weeks.

Wednesday, December 23
BBALL @ MICDS Tourney
B BBALL vs. Oakville 11am

Monday, January 4
Classes Resume
Schedule R
Senior Grades Due 10am
So. Basketball Intramurals
M205 vs. M219
M203 vs. 221c
M217 vs. M207
Menu
AP Snack—Pepperoni Boscos
Special—George’s Chicken
	Strips
Healthy—Chicken Parmesean

Tuesday, January 5
Schedule R
BBALL vs. Chaminade 6pm
B BBALL vs. Chaminade
4:30pm
Jr. Basketball Intramurals
216c vs. 218c
M222 vs. 222c
M206 vs. M224
Menu
AP Snack—Chicken Giggles
Lunch: Special—Pulled Pork
Healthy—Baked Chicken

Wednesday, January 6
Schedule R
Fr. English Tutorial
So. Bonus Reading Test
B BBALL @ CBC Soph. Tour
ney
CB BBALL vs. Vianney 4pm
Jr. Basketball Intramurals
216c/218c winner vs. M216
M222/222c winner vs. M218
M208 vs. M210
Menu
AP Snack—Nachos
Lunch: Special—Meatball Sand
wich
Healthy—Italian Sampler

Sunday, December 20
KEEN 12:30

Christmas Break:

Monday, December 21
Christmas Vacation Begins
Table Tennis Tourney @ Com
mons 9am
CW BBALL @ MICDS 10am
Tuesday, December 22
BBALL @ MICDS Tourney

Thursday, December 24
Christmas Eve

*Lunch menu subject to change
Friday, December 25
Merry Christmas!

Wednesday, December 30
Class of 2009 Reunion 12pm

Saturday, December 26
BBALL @ MICDS Tourney
HOC vs. Marquette (Affton Ice
	Rink) 8pm
Class of ’04 Reunion 5pm

Thursday, December 31
New Years’ Eve

Monday, December 28
BBALL @ MICDS Tourney
Tuesday, December 29
BBALL @ MICDS Tourney
WRES @ Spartan Classic
JV WRES @ Mehlville Tourney

Thursday, January 7
Schedule R
Junior Class Scheduling Meet
ing AP
Fr. Bonus Reading AP
WRES @ MICDS 6pm
C WRES vs. DeSmet 4pm
College Rep. Visits
Miami University, Oxford
So. Basketball Intramurals
M205/M219 winner vs. M221
M203/221c winner vs. M209
M215 vs. M201
Menu
Ignatian Mix-It-Up Lunch
AP Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch: Special—Papa John’s
Healthy—Chicken Parmesean

Friday, January 1
Happy New Year!
HOC vs. Priory (Affton Ice
	Rink) 8:30pm
Saturday, January 2
B BBALL @ CBC Soph. Tourney (vs. Althoff) 2pm
HOC @ Kirkwood (Kirkwood
Ice Rink) 9:15pm

Friday, January 8
Schedule R
BBALL @ DeSmet 7pm
HOC vs. Vianney (Affton Ice
	Rink) 8pm
WRES W Vianney Tourney
B BBALL @ DeSmet 5:30pm
CB BBALL @ DeSmet 4pm
CW BBALL vs. DeSmet 4pm
Menu
AP Snack—Curly Fries
Lunch: Special—Taco Salad
Healthy—Baked Mostaciolli

Forecast printed with permission of the National
Weather Service.
St. Louis, MO Weather Service Office
Phone: 636-441-8467
Compiled by Nick Fandos and Conor Gearin

Find the
Differences

There are seven differences
between these two Billiken
drawings. Can you spot
them? Answers on the next
issue of the Prep News (if we
find them by then.)
Created by Eric Mueth

Want to do the Prep News?

The Prep News always needs more reporters, factcheckers, and a photographers. Come up to J220
after school on Fridays for
article and photo assignments, or come up any time
to help us prepare articles
for publication.

