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Diversity Survey

Over 1500
at SLUH participate
Luke Chellis
Core Staff
he Assessment of Inclusivity and
Multiculturalism, better known as the
Diversity Survey, ended last Friday after
being on the St. Louis U. High website
for a month. Students, who were offered
prizes ranging from Blues tickets to iPods
to the grand prize of a Sony PlayStation 3,
participated in high numbers, along with
many other members of the SLUH community. The results of the survey will be
available in two weeks.
“We wanted a tool that would allow us
to figure out where we are as it relates to
inclusivity and multiculturalism, and we also
wanted a tool that was going to help us think
about our strategic planning,” said Assistant
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Principal for Diversity Robert Evans, who
said that other schools in the area have used
this survey, including John Burroughs and
MICDS.
	Overall, 625 students, over half of the
student body, took the online survey. In addition, 501 alumni, 390 parents and guardians, 88 faculty, 10 staff, 6 administrators,
and 14 members of the Board of Trustees
answered separate sets of questions on the
survey depending on their roles in the high
school.
	The assessment comes at some cost to
SLUH, since the school is merely a subscriber
to the National Association of Independent
Schools’ (NAIS) services. According to
Evans, the entire evaluation costs several

see DIVERSITY, 11

Lenten prayer series debuts

Matt Cooley
chants set the mood for meditative prayer.
Reporter
Seniors led the prayer and scripture readings,
‘
and invited participants
he Campus Ministry
to light candles surdepartment is coordirounding the cross on the
nating St. Louis U. High’s
altar.
first-ever Lenten Spiritu“It was a very good
ality Series, which will
reflective
experience,”
feature weekly activities
said
sophomore
Sakari
focused on the theme of
McCullough.
“Rending Your Heart” durAbout 30 people paring the season of Lent.
ticipated
in the prayer,
The first installment of
which
was
held in the
the series, a Taizé prayer
chapel.
The
event was
service, took place yesterday
open
to
all
students
and
during activity period. The
faculty,
although
freshprayer focused on convermen were unable to atsion and the success of totend because of a conflictnight’s Freshman Retreat.
ing class meeting.
In the style of the Taizé
Senior George Staley reads the Gospel at
“If you have a large
ecumenical monastery in Thursday’s Taizé Lenten prayer service.
France, repetitive, musical
see LENT, 10
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Scholar Bowl
advances to
Nationals
Eric Mueth
Staff
acing some of the best competition in
the area, the St. Louis U. High Scholar
Bowl team took first in the Villa Duchesne Academic Competition tournament.
With this victory, the team qualified for
the Partnership for Academic Competition
Excellence (PACE) and National Academic Quiz Tournaments (NAQT) national
championships.
	The team included juniors David Boll,
Logan Hayward, and Morgan Keefe, and seniors Luke Chellis, capitan Patrick Creedon,
and Jack Newsham. The Academicbills had
to overcome senior Brian Campbell’s absence
in the Villa competition.
	The QuizBowlbills headed into the Villa
Duchesne tournament without a game plan or
exceedingly high expectations. The questions
used in the competition were written by the
NAQT and were pyramid style, something
SLUH had not faced much before.
“Our main challenges that day we knew
would be Villa and Clayton, teams we’ve
played in the past and beaten before, but
have more recently gotten the better of us,”
said Newsham.
	Twenty-three teams made up the tournament field, and were placed into three pools
of six and one pool of five. In the morning
portion of the tournament, SLUH played a
round robin within their pool, where the Jr.
Bill scholars went through untouched. They
easily took down Lutheran South, Parkway
South and the Hancock B team, but had
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see SCHOLAR, 12
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Juniors Hellwig and Geno- Linhares closva latest to ace ACT
es out jazz
presentations
February 26, 2010
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Patrick O’Leary
Core Staff
t. Louis U. High juniors Luke Hellwig
and Matt Genova added their scores
to SLUH’s growing list of perfect ACTs.
Hellwig and Genova found out Monday
that they earned perfect scores.
Hellwig found out
about his perfect score
in art teacher John
Mueller’s classroom
as a group of about ten
juniors watched him
log on. He clicked the
link to view his scores
and everyone was still.
As the ACT website
Hellwig
asked him to verify his
password, the students around him anxiously
waited. The “36” popped up on the screen,
and everyone around Hellwig exploded in
applause.
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“I guess it’s kind of nice,” said Hellwig.
“I really don’t think that test scores measure
anything about a person except their ability
to take tests, but it’s still nice to have.”
Hellwig earned
subscores of 36 in English, 36 in math, 34 in
reading, and 36 in science.
“I felt pretty
good (when) I had
finished the reading
section; I thought the
English section was a
Genova
lot easier than I had expected, and I finished
the math section with plenty of time,” said
Hellwig. “I knew it was a possibility that I
would get a 36.”
	Genova found out that he had received
a 36 Monday night. He found out by mail
rather than the Internet and was “very exPhoto courtesy of Matt Genova

see PERFECT , 10

Grad at Grad mural goes up
Drew Dziedzic
still have these long (first-floor) hallways
Staff
that are open and that space down (in the
newly-painted mural will greet St. Commons) where Mr. Mueller and Phil have
Louis U. High students and visitors as been working.”
they enter the building through the Student
Early in the school year, Moran discussed
Commons. Commisthe possibility
sioned by Principal
of having more
John Moran and deartwork placed
signed by art teacher
around SLUH
John Mueller and
with the art dejunior Philip Nahlik,
partment.
the mural depicts stu“(Moran)
dents portraying the
said he wanted
five aspects of the
to do something
Grad at Grad: Open
(in the Student
to Growth, IntelCommons) to
lectually Competent, Students lounge in front of the new mural in the Commons represent the
which depicts the five parts of the Grad at Grad.
Religious, Loving, and
Grad at Grad,” said
Committed to Doing Justice.
Mueller. “So I talked to Phil and he took the
“One observation that I made last year ball and ran with it.”
was that we have some very nice artwork
The design was based on pictures that
on our walls here … but we also have a lot Nahlik found in the SLUH yearbook’s arof blank walls,” said Moran. “Where we chives that represented different aspects of
have (artwork), it’s beautiful. The library the Grad at Grad. The most notable feature of
has beautiful artwork. On the second floor the painting, though, is the lack of faces.
we have some beautiful murals, (yet) we
see MURAL, 12
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Jack Witthaus, Nathan Rubbelke
Reporters
he Jazz Diversity Series continued
this Tuesday during second period
with the senior presentation given by Assistant Principal for Mission Jim Linhares.
His talk was titled, “Spirituality in Miles
Davis and Coltrane.”
	The senior presentation, unlike the three
preceeding underclassmen presentations,
took place in the student chapel.
“I wanted a quiet place to allow meditation with prayers and spirituality,” said
Linhares.
	Most of what Linhares spoke about came
from his own knowledge of Miles Davis as
a fan of the album Kind of Blue. Linhares
did extra research as well, drawing mainly
from the book The Making of Kind of Blue:
Miles Davis and His Masterpiece by Eric
Nisenson. The book was given to him as a
Christmas gift from his wife.
	Throughout the presentation, Linhares
dissected the jazz music of Miles Davis,
Bill Evans, and John Coltrane in the album
Kind of Blue. Linhares touched on topics
ranging from music scales in the album to
individual songs, which, according to Linhares, was somewhat difficult because he is
a non-musician. Linhares played excerpts
from three of the album’s five tracks from.
“I love the album, and I was willing to
talk about it,” Linhares said.
With the life stories of Davis, Evans,
and Coltrane, Linhares related jazz music to
the lives of those present. Linhares also discussed how jazz and diversity are intertwined,
relating the discussion to the open-ended
questions posed by Washington University
professor Gerald Early. Early spoke at the first
installment of the Jazz Diversity Series.
“It’s a really enriching and subtle way
to look at diversity,” Linhares said.
	A few seniors have expressed positive
views of the talk, finding it very enlightening and provocative. Many of the seniors
who enjoyed the discussion are jazz fans
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see JAZZ, 10
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Probst finishes second in Shakespeare
Eric Lewis
Core Staff
ophomore Christian Probst finished
as first runner-up out of 11 competitors representing local high schools in the
St. Louis Branch of the English-Speaking
Union National Shakespeare Competition
Saturday morning in Webster University’s
Winifred Moore Auditorium. As runnerup, Probst won a $200 prize and could
possibly travel to New York City on April
26 for the finals, normally held at the Lincoln Center, if the winner is unable to go.
Probst won St. Louis U. High’s schoolwide competition in December by performing
Romeo’s monologue complaining about his
banishment from Verona in Act 3 Scene 3 of
Romeo and Juliet (see Vol. 74, Issue 14). In
this second round of the competition, however, Probst was also required to perform a
sonnet. The sonnet Probst chose was Sonnet
71, also identified by its first line: “No longer
mourn for me when I am dead.”
“I wanted to show one that was a contrast

(from the monologue),” Probst said of his
choice. He hoped that the diversity would
give him a chance to show the judges his
range of emotion.
English teacher Chuck Hussung, coordinator of the competition for both SLUH
and the St. Louis Branch, assisted Probst in
his preparation.
Hussung contrasted the rash youthfulness of Romeo’s monologue with the more
subdued tone of Sonnet 71.
“It’s the autumnal grief of someone who
knows he’s getting close to death and thinking about how he wants to be remembered,”
Hussung said of the sonnet, “and in this case,
he says, ‘Don’t remember me.’ So very different flavors, and Christian had the flavors
right in both cases: gloomy intensity in the
case of the sonnet and passionate intensity
in the case of the monologue.”
“People normally say, ‘When I die
please remember me, do not forget me, let
my name live on,’ but Shakespeare said, ‘Do
not remember me,’ because he didn’t want

John Sachs
Reporter
fter besting the mock trial teams of
Parkway North (2-1) and Marquette
(3-0), the St. Louis U. High mock trial
team will be moving on to the regional
qualifying round for State. The junior
varsity team won 2-1 against Washington High during its first trial and lost 3-0
against Pattonville in its second round.
	Because the Trialbills are allowed to
enter only one team in the regional rounds,
they will have to condense their two teams
into one, taking the most promising members
of the less experienced junior varsity team
and adding them to the varsity team.
	Mock trial competitions consist of two
trials per round, with each team playing both
sides of the same case, and eliminations at the
end of the round. The same case, which was
received in October, is tried throughout the
season. At each trial, three judges officiate:
two give scores to each team member based
on his performance and the third chooses
which team won the case. Whichever team
had the most ballots out of three wins the
trial.

Junior Conor Fellin said, “A lot of it
depends on the strength of the teams we go
up against.”
Each team member has a specific role,
with three being witnesses and four being attorneys. Sophomore Joe Esswein, a witness,
said his training includes “a lot of reading
and re-reading the script, which is usually
four pages long.” Witnesses must learn large
roles and prepare for examinations.
	The attorneys attempt to get the other
team’s witnesses to trip up in their testimonies
during the cross-examinations. Training for
the attorneys is mainly learning the courtroom objections and preparing for direct
examinations and cross examinations.
Junior Ralph Scozzafava expects the
biggest competition for State to come from
Villa Duchesne. He said that SLUH’s chances
for the rest of the season are “directly proportional to the amount of work we put in.”
Senior co-captain of the varsity team
Chad Carson said, “I think we have a promising chance of going pretty far this year.”
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Mock trial to regionals
A
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to cause his friend grief,” said Probst of his
own interpretation of the sonnet.
In addition to Hussung, drama teacher
Kathryn Whitaker aided Probst.
“She has a very good eye for little details,
and that definitely helped me because she
loves directing so much,” said Probst. “So
they both worked really well hand-in-hand
to help me reach success.”
Probst enjoyed his experience and plans
to compete next year. Of the competition, he
said, “I thought it was a very fun competition. It wasn’t too time-consuming, not very
stressful, yet it was so fun. I got to learn a
lot about Shakespeare.”
“It definitely helped me with my …
analysis of reading and understanding
(Shakespeare) because I don’t have to stare
at it for a long time, but I can understand it
second nature because I know Shakespeare’s
language,” Probst added.

Thou art Prep News
material! Enlist now.
Announcement
Spanish teacher Kevin Moore
asks that the student who
left a bike tire on his desk on
Wednesday please come find
him to reclaim it. Moore does
not know who left the tire,
but we are assured that he has
plenty of his own.
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Symphonic band earns 1st Volume
“Fictional character you
for advice”
rating at Diocesan Festival would approach
credits
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Conor Gearin
Core Staff
he St. Louis U. High concert and symphonic student bands received high
honors this Sunday at the Archdiocesan
Band Festival at Bishop DuBourg High
School. The symphonic band earned a first
rating while the concert band, composed
of freshmen and sophomores, scored a
second rating.
	The symphonic band, SLUH’s most
advanced group, performed three pieces starting with a drumline feature titled “Inferno.”
Band teacher Bryan Mueller chose the piece
to showcase his large percussion section.
Senior Luke Landolt said that the
drummers dealt with some adversity while
preparing for “Inferno.” After about a month
of practices, the drummers learned that
sophomore Kevin Cheli would be transferring out of SLUH, so Landolt took his part
in the song, which included a solo. Then,
Landolt fell ill in the days leading up to the
concert, so junior Luke Hellwig stepped up
to take the part.
“When the solo came up, it went off
really well,” said senior percussionist Mike
Tynan of Hellwig’s part, explaining that
Hellwig had been practicing with Cheli to

T

prepare.
	The judges’ only criticism of the drumline’s performance was that the rest of the
drums drowned out the marimbas and bells,
something to be expected in a large drumline
piece, Tynan said.
	The symphonic band then played
Beethoven’s “Adagio Cantabile,” which
SLUH heard last week at the Ash Wednesday
Mass. Using the Mass as a dress rehearsal,
the band tweaked its performance for the
Sunday show.
“Their efforts paid off,” said Mueller.
	The last piece for the symphonic band
was the “Emperata Overture,” which Mueller
said is a classic high school band standard.
	The concert band, composed of freshmen and sophomores, performed two pieces,
“Deep River” and “Intrada Festivo.”
“It’s a beautiful pastoral piece,” said
Mueller of “Deep River.”
	The two judges gave the concert band
scores of two and two plus, in addition to
some positive comments.
“It’s the best rating we’ve gotten there,”
said Mueller of the concert band’s performance. “This was the first time we got two
solid (scores of) two.”

Sno-Ball

Photo by Ted Wight

From left
to right,
juniors
Phil Nahlik, Emily
Horner, Cass
Muenks,
Patrick
Smith,
and John
Schaefer
enjoy
themselves
at Sno-Ball
last Friday
night.
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Racquetbills lose State, head to Oregon
February 26, 2010
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Brendan Giljum
Reporter
he league champion St. Louis U. High
varsity racquetball team entered the
State tournament this past Sunday at Vetta
Concord looking to keep the title at SLUH
for the third straight year. Unfortunately
the Jr. Bills fell 15 points short of first, losing to Parkway West, 455-440. To give an
idea of how small a margin that is, a player
receives 15 points for his team simply by
advancing into the quarterfinal round.
	The day started off well for the SLUH
team with senior No. 2 Brendan Giljum’s
victorious first round match. And since all
the SoCloseYetSoFarbills were seeded well
in their respective draws, with either first
round byes or easy opponents, every Jr. Bill
advanced into the semifinals of his bracket.
After that round, however, things started
getting difficult for the varsity squad.
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The SLUH player with the first match of
the day was also the first upset of the day, as
Giljum lost to DeSmet’s Andrew Otto in the
tiebreaker of an intense match. Giljum had
won all three of their meetings earlier in the
year. He won the first game 15-13 but lost
the next two games 15-9, 11-3. Giljum went
on to win third place over Denis O’Grady of
Kirkwood 15-9, 15-7.
“He was playing well and I was allowing him to do so. I tried to be too perfect and
didn’t get into any rythym in the last game,”
said Giljum.
SLUH lost another match immediately
following Giljum’s match, when junior No.
5 Joe Murray was upset by Patrick Day of
Kirkwood in yet another tiebreaker. Murray
controlled the flow of game one, winning
15-7, but let the rest of the match slide
from him, losing the final two games 15-7,
11-9. Murray, too, went on to win third in
his bracket over Mitch Kemlage of Vianney

15-0, 15-4.
	The doubles team of junior Nick Schmidt
and senior Michael Meyer was one of the
highlights of the day, as they advanced
soundly over the Kirkwood team to meet
Parkway West in the finals. Team Schmeyer
showed great teamwork and rolled over Alex
Burch and Curtis Smith 15-7, 15-2 to capture
the varsity doubles State title, giving SLUH
105 of its eventual 440 team points.
“It felt good to know that all of our hard
work and practice during the season finally
paid off,” said Meyer.
	The other State championship came
from senior No. 6 Pete Harris who, after
dismantling Kirkwood opponent Mike Dyer,
took on Mike Dillon, a rising star from Vianney, in the finals. Harris wasted no time in
this match, breezing to an easy 15-5, 15-5
State championship victory at the No. 6
position.

Duckworth’s head.
“I knew it was time to shoot the leg shots
because (Duckworth) was nice and tall,” said
Conley.
In his quarterfinal, Everson had Lee’s
Summit’s Josh Howard, to whom he had lost
11-9 in a first-round wrestleback at State last
year. Howard, who had a size advantage over
Everson, wrestled a defensive style that contrasted strongly with Everson’s scrambling,
on-the-mat style. Refusing to shoot, Howard
capitalized on many of Everson’s shots with
sprawls and snapdowns and scored a number
of takedowns early in the match.
“He was basically waiting for me to attack, so when I did attack, he was ready for
me. And he was good at it,” said Everson.
Everson hit a Peterson roll, albeit without
back points, to pull back, but Howard fended
off the rest of his shots and won 9-7. Howard
went on to place sixth.
	The loss dropped Everson to the wrestleback bracket, where he faced Seckman’s Tim
Niewald, the second-place qualifier from
SLUH’s district. In the one-minute first period for the wrestlebacks, Everson wrestled
tired, and Niewald slammed him on his neck
with a suplex to add to his discomfort. Late
in the second period, Niewald locked up a

cradle and pinned Everson, ending his State
run.
	Conley wrestled Holt senior Greg Amos,
a two-time State champion, in the semifinals.
He went into the match intending to tire Amos
out and to finish shots quickly so that Amos
would not have a chance to use his experience
to score takedowns from scrambles.
“The game plan was just to push the
pace, try to tire him out, wear him out,” said
Ott.
	Conley executed that strategy well early,
scoring the first takedown on a double-leg.
However, Amos was able to score later with
his scrambling expertise and gained a fivepoint lead on a cradle. He advanced to the
championship with a 14-7 decision, knocking
Conley into the wrestleback bracket.
“After I got the first takedown, I knew
I could get him,” said Conley. “If I wrestled
him again, I think it would turn out differently.” However, because Amos is a senior,
he will likely not get a rematch.
	After the conclusion of the match,
Amos hit Conley, although whether he did
so intentionally or accidentally is unknown.
However, Conley said that afterward the
incident did not bother him.

see RACQUETBALL, 8

Conley wraps up fourth at State wrestling

Mike Lumetta
Core Staff
he St. Louis U. High wrestling team
capped its season with a 25th place
finish at the State tournament. Junior Espen Conley (145) medaled for the second
straight year, finishing fourth despite suffering a broken arm, and senior captain
Peter Everson (171) chipped in a pin for
SLUH’s total of 18.5 points.
	Competition began Thursday night with
the round of 16. Conley, a No. 1 seed, faced
No. 4 Josh Gaskins of Rock Bridge. Gaskins
kept up in the first period, trailing only 2-1,
but Conley wore him out with a number of
takedowns in the second and majored him
13-4.
Everson came out sloppily against No. 1
Chris Wolf of Francis Howell and fell behind
early. However, he battled back and took a
four-point lead in the third period before
pinning Wolf on a fireman’s carry.
In the quarterfinals Friday morning,
Conley tech-falled Drake Duckworth of
Lee’s Summit North 23-8. Conley used his
extensive repertoire of leg takedowns to beat
Duckworth. He hit sweeps early in the match
and switched to a high crotch from a fake
sweep, handfighting well and pounding on
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Busiebills fall to Spartans, end season
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Sam Bufe
Reporter
he St. Louis U. High hockey team
entered the Challenge Cup semifinals
winless against their opponent, DeSmet,
with an 0-2-1 regular-season record. If the
Jr. Bills won the best-of-three series, they
would venture to the Scottrade Center for
the second consecutive year. However,
the Jr. Bills could not put together a win
against the Spartans, tying 2-2 last Thursday and falling 4-2 Saturday in their final
game of the season.
The U. High came out flying in the first
period. While many of SLUH’s fans were
still packing into the arena due to a highway
40 backup, sophomore Dan Warnecke lit the
lamp.
“(Sophomore) Trent (Lulow) and (junior) Ryan (Reding) forechecked hard and
the puck squeaked out to the high slot,” said
Warnecke. “The goalie was screened, so I
put it in the high shelf.”
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Other than this early goal, the first period
was rather slow offensively, and neither team
had any good chances of scoring. Although
SLUH only put six shots on goal, the Jr. Bills
still outshot the Spartans.
However, the first period was extremely
physical. There were more hits in the first
period than there were in the second and
third periods combined.
With the second period came more energy from both sides. Within the first minute,
senior captain Phil Luongo had received a
two-minute penalty for interference. Fortysix seconds into the power play, Joe Horak,
a DeSmet forward, carried the puck up the
rink and beat junior goalie Justin Ragland
glove-side, tying the game 1-1. The goal
gave DeSmet’s fans an opportunity to show
off their “Easy” button, a jumbo-sized button
against the glass that triggers an explosion
from DeSmet’s fans when the goal-scorer
touches it.
	The goal shifted the momentum into

PHOTO BY DR. RICK KUEBEL

Senior defenseman Phil Luongo battles for the puck
in last Saturday’s semifinal loss to DeSmet.

DeSmet’s favor, but the Jr. Bills continued
to fight and create chances. About halfway
through the period, a DeSmet player received
a two-minute penalty on a holding infraction. During this penalty, sophomore Trent
Lulow scored after rebounding a shot by
junior alternate captain Jackson Hoffmann,
putting SLUH on top, 2-1.
Even without the help of an “Easy Button,” the SLUH fans erupted joyously

see HOCKEY, 14

Hill bounces Vianney from districts

Half-court heroics pit Jr. Bills against Webster

Nate Heagney
Staff
unior Sam Hill came into Wednesday’s
district playoff game against Vianney
averaging only one point per game, but
Hill stepped up in a big way against the
Griffins as he led the St. Louis U. High
basketball team to a 47-44 victory.
        After trailing early in the game, the Jr.
Bills rallied to take a 44-40 lead with under a
minute remaining. But some poor turnovers
by SLUH gave Vianney a chance to get back
in the game. A tip-in by a Vianney forward
with three seconds remaining evened the
score at 44.
	The Jr. Bills had to travel the length of
the court and overtime seemed imminent—
but Hill would have none of that. He caught
the inbound pass and immediately dribbled
up the floor before pulling up for a shot just
inside the half-line. The shot swished through
the net at the buzzer, and the team and the
SLUH student section rushed the court to
mob the players.
“I figured I wasn’t going to get the ball.

J

I thought the ball was
we got into it towards the
going to go to someone
end.”
else,” said Hill.
   On the other end,
	The win pushed
Vianney forward Jack
SLUH into the district
Voelker powered his way
finals tonight against
inside against the SLUH
the Webster Groves
defense and scored his
Statesmen, who deteam’s first eight points
feated Gateway Tech
to put the Jr. Bills in an
in the other district
early hole.
game.
The Griffins pushed
	The Jr. Bills’
their advantage to 12-4
shooting did not start
with 2:40 left in the first
out as hot, howevhalf, but the Jr. Bills
er, and after the first
rallied. When Hill hit
quarter, each team
a three-pointer to end
had a miniscule two
the half, the score was
points.  The Jr. Bills
14-11. SLUH entered
got several open shots Senior Scott Milles prepares to pass while fend- halftime carrying the
ing off his defender in Wednesday’s district
early that just would
momentum.
semifinal win over Vianney.
not fall, including sev      Neither team could
eral missed lay-ups.
gain a significant edge early in the second
	Regarding the offensive struggles, Hill half. SLUH repeatedly cut the lead to within
said, “We were coming off of a twelve-day a basket, but they could not tie the score.
layoff and we just had to shake that rust. But
see BASKETBALL, 13
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Rugby joins ranks of SLUH club sports
February 26, 2010
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Ryan Dowd
Reporter
he St. Louis U. High athletic program
this spring officially welcomes rugby,
a favorite sport from around the world. In
its inaugural season at the Jewel Box in
Forest Park, rugby promises to bring intrigue to the spring sports season, combining familiarity with a foreign touch.
	Almost a hybrid of American football
and soccer, rugby is played by a team of 15
players attempting to move the ball down
the field by running, passing, and kicking
the ball.
“Something that’s very similar to soccer is that there’s constant movement,” said
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assistant coach Matt Buha. These 15 players battle to score tries, the equivalent of a
touchdown in football, and dropkicks through
the goalposts like the field goal in football.
Known as the “ruffian’s game played
by gentlemen” to avid fans, rugby lives up
to its old reputation in its violent tackling,
defined only as stopping the progress of the
ball carrier. Tackling is the most common
way teams transfer possession of the ball.
While this remains the first sanctioned
year for rugby at SLUH, students have played
with the St. Louis Druids for the past few
years. The Druids were comprised of students
from mainly SLUH and CBC, but players
from other St. Louis area schools interested
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in rugby were welcome as well. A core group
of seven starters from last year’s Druids’
team will lead the newly-commissioned
Rugbybills.
	Although made up of only SLUH players, unlike to the earlier Druid teams, “this
year we’re looking better than any year I’ve
seen,” said senior captain and former Druid
Tony Born.
Said Buha, “We’ll be more physical
and in better shape than the other team.” He
further explained that if the team has more
in the tank in the 40th and 80th minutes, it
has an exceptional chance to win and be
successful against any team.

Conversation of the Week

see INVICTUS, 8

Espen Conley, 4th-place State wrestler
Rob Bertucci
Sports Editor
I took a walk with junior wrestler Espen
Conley, the fourth-place medalist in the Class
4 State tournament at 145 pounds. Conley
forfeited the third-place match when he found
out after the fourth-round wrestleback that
he had broken his arm.
Rob Bertucci: First of all, congratulations
on your fourth place finish.
Espen Conley: Thanks a lot, Rob.
RB: How did you get involved in wrestling
your freshman year? I heard there was an
interesting story behind it.
EC: Yeah (laughs). Mr. Curdt told me one
day that I needed to wrestle, and he wouldn’t
leave me alone until I did. If you remember
Kevin Sheehan, he convinced me to wrestle
instead of play basketball.
RB: Well, was it worth it?
EC: Definitely. It was probably the best thing
Mr. Curdt has ever told me to do (laughs).
RB: So what exactly happened when you
broke your arm?
EC: Actually, I don’t really remember. I
didn’t really know what had happened until
after the match (that was) before the thirdplace match was over. I was sitting down and
putting my clothes back on, and it started to
hurt a little bit. It kept getting worse over the
next 15 minutes, and Coach Ott told me to
go have the trainers look at it. They sent me

to the ER and told me it was broken.
RB: How does the fourth-place finish sit with
you? Were you disappointed you didn’t get
to wrestle in that last match?
EC: It was fine. Naturally you always want
to do better, but it was realistic. It wasn’t
a huge disappointment because the three
guys who placed above me were nationally
ranked. Two of them already have their college scholarships lined up for next year. One
was going to Northwestern, and the kid that
beat me (Wentzville Holt senior Greg Amos)
is going to Nebraska.
RB: The three guys above you were seniors.
Does that make you the favorite next year?
EC: Yeah. I definitely plan on doing nothing less than winning next year. I don’t just
want to win—I want to destroy everyone
next year (laughs).
RB: How do you feel about going into the
season as the favorite? Will that affect your
mindset?
EC: No, I wouldn’t say that it is going to affect
me next year. It is in my plan to work hard
in the off-season. From a good standpoint, I
don’t want to disappoint next year.
RB: How do you feel the season went as a
whole for the team?
EC: This season was supposed to be one
of our better seasons. We could have had
a couple more qualifiers this year. We had
a couple guys who came one match away

from qualifying. Joel (Geders) and (Andrew)
Danter both expected to qualify. It was kind
of sad those two guys didn’t qualify. Dualwise, we took a step up from last year. We
had a lot of talent and a lot of freshmen,
which was good.
RB: What are your expectations for next
year’s team?
EC: It depends on how many guys wrestle in
the off-season. Wrestling is just like baseball.
If you don’t play baseball in the off-season,
you will come back the same. Wrestling
can be a harder sport for some guys. They
don’t think about doing it in the off-season
because it’s not a baseball or basketball or
soccer. But it is definitely something to do
in the off-season if you want to come back
better.
RB: What are some of the things that you
do in the off-season?
EC: We are trying to get some sophomores
into a program we have called Nation’s Best
so we can come back with a solid lineup. Last
year we had Team St. Louis. We practiced
two or three times a week. It wasn’t mandatory, but it was a great way to get your reps
in. Anything you can do to keep your mind
fresh is great. There is no time in the wrestling
season to come back rusty.
RB: Ok. Well, thanks a lot, Espen. Congratulations again on your season.
EC: Thanks a lot, Rob. See you around.
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racquetball

(from 5)
	The last Jr. Bill to take third place in
his respective bracket was senior No. 4 Joe
Ebel. Ebel had a first-round bye and ended
up playing eventual State winner at his seed,
Robert Conroy of Kirkwood. Conroy had an
unconventional playing style as a first-year
transfer from tennis. This style, along with
Ebel’s continual struggles against Conroy,
were too much as the SLUH senior lost in
the tiebreaker.
Ebel won the first game 15-12 but let
Conroy take control and win the next two
games 15-6, 11-3. Ebel, like every other Jr.
Bill who made it to the semifinals and lost,
won his third place game 15-3, 15-8 over
Chris Barrett of DeSmet.
	At that point, the score was fairly even
but in SLUH’s favor, with the WipeTheFlOregonbills leading 310-305 over Parkway
West. The Jr. Bills needed either a win from
senior No. 3 Matt Hencken or senior No. 1
Mark Kissel to claim State.
Hencken had been playing very well
going into his finals game, with an easy victory over Chaminade and a huge win over

Sports
Eddie Kadlec of DeSmet. His opponent in
the finals would not bow down so easily,
though. Tom Lounsboury was Hencken’s
nemesis all year, and he had yet to beat the
Parkway West Longhorn.
Hencken came out quietly in the first
game and lost 15-7, but in game two he
made it more interesting, serving for match
point at one time, but eventually Lounsboury
overcame and won 15-14.
Parkway West now had the point advantage and almost a clinch unless Kissel could
pull off the upset over the favored Michael
Shearman of Parkway West. Kissel had come
within one point in the tiebreaker in their last
meeting before faltering and looked to claim
the top boys player title this time around.
With almost everyone in the entire Vetta
Concord racquetball complex watching, Kissel came out firing, taking an early 6-1 lead.
Shearman fought back though, only allowing
Kissel two more points, and pulled away to
win game one 15-8.
Shearman was lights out in game two,
and was practically hovering over the floor

INVICTUS
(from 7)

	Another advantage for the Jr. Bills is
the fact that they have a steady, experienced
group of around 20 seniors to provide helpful
leadership for the remaining 20 underclassmen trying to learn the nuances and techniques of rugby. Though rugby remains a
relatively new sport at SLUH, a rivalry has
been fully established at this point.
“DeSmet’s always a big rivalry between
us, especially in rugby,” said Born.
While teams such as DeSmet, CBC and
Rockhurst provide emotional atmospheres
and contests, Buha noted two dark horses.
“I think Eureka and Kirkwood are going
to be two big rivals of ours,” he said.
	This past weekend the Scrumbills participated in their first pre-season tournament,
the Tin Cup. The Tin Cup, played at Priory,
was an all-day rugby royal. SLUH dominated
Parkway United in the first game of the day
to reach the finals against host Priory.
In the finals, neither the Jr. Bills nor the
Rebels could pull away, until senior Rob
Koehneman knotted a long penalty goal

with the score tied 7-7 as time expired. The
goal gave the Jr. Bills a 10-7 win and the Tin
Cup.
Sophomore Brian Hiller thought the
young players gained much-needed experience in the two varsity games. “The guys
who hadn’t played before really got thrown
into it, and it was a great learning experience
because you had to figure it out there on the
field, contrary to the perfect situations in
practice,” said Hiller
Up next for the Jr. Bills is their last
pre-season tournament this weekend in
Tulsa, Okla. Born views this journey as a
huge challenge against some very serious
teams. Overall, Born sees a top four finish
in State as a definite possibility this season
and looks forward to marquee games against
teams such as DeSmet and Rockhurst. Buha
gives a more long term objective, however,
citing overall success as “(rugby) taking off
at SLUH.”
Nonetheless, this season will be an exciting time for rugby players and potential
fans of rugby.
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while getting to everything, not allowing
Kissel to put anything away. In the end it was
Shearman who won 15-7 and sealed West’s
State victory, their first since Parkway West
head coach Mark Brimer was a freshman in
high school in 1988.
“The score tells it all. We did a great
job and fell only one win short. Early round
losses in several seeds kept the SLUH tally
from its usual dominating lead. Hopefully
this loss will transform an already good team
to a great team in Portland,” said head coach
Joe Koestner.
	The SLUH racquetball program sent 18
players to Portland, Oregon on Wednesday
to compete in the National High School
Racquetball Championships, where over 320
students representing 46 top tier high schools
from across the country from Alaska to Massachusetts compete.
SLUH has fewer players attending this
year than last year but is looking to defend
the 2009 National title, with a neat chance to
be something SLUH hasn’t been in a while,
the underdog.

Prep News
Lexicon
		

sententious

1. adj. concise or compact
2. adj. pompous or given to
moralizing
Synonyms—self-righteous, pithy,
pretentious, turgid.

obstreperous
1. adj. noisy, deafening.
Synonyms: blusterous, boisterous,
clamorous, cacaphonous, tumultuous, rambunctious.
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iSchool: technology at SLUH
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	A look back at progess during the last decade
Eric Lewis
Core Staff
This feature is the second in an ongoing series on SLUH’s past
decade. Eric Lewis has surveyed the last ten volumes of the Prep
News and beyond, and he has interviewed the people involved in
the events that have shaped SLUH.
ore than 250 football fields, or 30 Burj Khalifas (the
world’s tallest building), or three Mt. Everests: 15
to 20 miles. That is how much networking cable is strung
throughout St. Louis U. High, leaping across hallways,
ducking beneath floors, and weaving between studs, according to System Administrator Jon Dickmann’s calculations.
SLUH’s networking began during the summer of 1994.
Then a student, Dickmann, ’96, assisted Computer Systems
Manager Bob Overkamp as he ran AppleTalk wires through
the ceiling to enable the school to share files among computers.
This first network had nothing to do with the Internet, however. AppleTalk, released alongside the original Macintosh in
1984, only served as a local network that allowed computers
to share files, and the school did not have Internet access before or
immediately after AppleTalk’s installation.
“I remember hitting my head a lot. Crawling around in the
ceiling running cable, I don’t know what there is to comment about
that,” said Dickmann of the experience. “It’s dusty up there, and
there’s lots of concrete support beams, and you have to duck and
get underneath each one.”
	Dickmann was grateful to have done the work with Overkamp.
“It was an interesting experience partly because it was with Bob,” he
said. Overkamp was a
math teacher who had
dabbled in computers
as a hobby and had
slowly become the
school’s technological
authority. Overkamp
was a noticeable and
popular figure in the
SLUH community
during his time here.
In a picture of his
farewell at the endof-the-year assembly
in 2004, he had a full
graying beard that reached halfway down his chest.
	According to a Prep News article from September 1996, a
three-year overhaul of the Backer Memorial that was completed
in December 1996 furthered the process Dickmann and Overkamp
had started. Workers converted the then-auditorium into the current
Main, Counseling, and Campus Ministry Offices and the classrooms
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above them.
At the same time, the south second floor mezzanine was refurbished and made into the science wing, displacing the science
department’s office to its current location. The Jesuit quarters of the
north mezzanine were converted into art rooms and the yearbook
and Prep News offices as the diminished Jesuit population moved
across the alley.
	Contractors walled
off the space beneath the
library, which had originally been a concrete patio
beneath the overhang of the
library, to create band, chorus, and computer rooms.
Seventy new Macintosh
computers arrived during the second week of
school.
“The building was
never designed to have (a
network),” said Information and Technology Support Specialist John
Haefele of the difficulties he, Dickmann, and those before them have
faced. “They weren’t that forward thinking back in the twenties”
when the Backer Memorial was constructed, said Haefele.
	These contractors, working primarily during the summers of
1995 and 1996, laid the first Ethernet wires throughout most of
the school, offering SLUH students direct Internet access for the
first time. This network failed to meet performance expectations,
however, and was also limited by a lack of wireless capabilities.
The science department took the first steps toward a wireless
network, purchasing SLUH’s first laptop cart for the 2000-’01
school year. Each of the 20 iBooks that came in the cart had
64 MB of RAM and a six GB hard drive. In comparison,
an iPod Nano possesses eight GB of flash memory. But in
September 2000, science teacher Eric LaBoube described the
new computers as “really quick.”
LaBoube went on to say of the laptops, “It is possible that
the iBooks will be expanded to other departments, but for
now, we are the test subject” (Vol. 65, Issue 3).
More significantly for SLUH’s networking capabilities,
two AirPorts were included in the deal.
“Apple had a promotion where if you bought a cart of
laptops, they’d give you a few wireless access points,” said
Assistant Athletic Director and former computer teacher Tim
Rittenhouse. “We did that for two years, and then we said, ‘Hey,
we’ve got 16 of these wireless access points, let’s stick them all
around campus and see what happens.’ Literally, we got a wireless
network that we installed and put together for under $1000.”
SLUH’s continued commitment to laptop carts required a more
Graphs by Drew Dziedzic

Graphs by Drew Dziedzic

see TECH, 15
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Perfect

Lent

(from 1)
crowd, it kind of loses its meaning. Yeah, we
would have liked to have more people, but I
think it worked out great the way it did,” said
pastoral assistant Austin Emerson. Emerson
took charge of organizing Thursday’s service
because he had experienced taizé prayers
on retreats.
“We want to stir things up spiritually,”
said John Tran, S.J.
	The Campus Ministry department hopes
the series will help students look deeper
into their prayer lives and develop personal
spiritual practices. The department originally
planned to assemble such a program during
Advent but did not have time to plan it.
	Tran noted that the fast pace of life at
SLUH makes it important to have time to
slow down and reflect.
“It’s a chance to look at ... what’s important to us and prioritize our lives,” he said.
	Busy schedules, however, make it hard
to attract students to spiritual programs. To
encourage participation, most programs will
last only 30 minutes. Tran has also asked
STUCO’s pastoral arm to help plan the
activities, each of which will be organized
by students from one class.

JAzz

(from 2)
themselves.
“I was really wrapped up in what he had
to say,” said senior Kevin Mueller said.
Senior Tim McLaughlin agreed, saying
“I got a lot out of it.”
Senior Will Bufe said, “the presentation
encouraged me to walk down to Webster
Records to pick up this landmark album.”
Some seniors, however, felt just the
opposite about the talk.
“I didn’t get a lot out of it,” senior
Andrew Brady remarked. “Actually, I fell
asleep the entire time.”
	Regardless of the reactions, Linhares
left his audience with a question that all
parties should consider with interests aside.
“Can we use jazz as windows that display
the challenges and fruits of diversity?”
Linhares said that he would enjoy giving
the speech again and is looking forward to
seeing future jazz presentations.
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	Next week, the sophomore class will host
a Living Rosary. Approximately 30 people
are expected to lead the prayer.
	The third week of Lent will focus on
fasting and almsgiving. Instead of the week’s
usual prayer services, juniors will hold collections for the missions during homeroom.
Tuesday will be a day of voluntary fasting,
and students who choose to fast will have
lunch together with a presentation. On Friday,
which is a day off for students, teachers will
have a day of community service.
In a service the following week, freshmen will deliver personal reflections on each
Station of the Cross.
Details for the fifth week are still uncertain. Because of exams that week, the
program will be planned by the Campus
Ministry department and primarily tailored
for faculty. Tran envisions reflections from
teachers on the theme of suffering and
hope.
	Tran hopes that the new and different
addition to SLUH’s spiritual programs will be
a success. “We’ll prepare, and we’ll promote
it, and we hope the students will participate,”
he said.

(from 2)
cited.” Immediately after he took the test, he
felt good about it and expected to receive a
score in the mid-thirties.
“I jumped around a little bit,” said
Genova. “I never really thought I could’ve
gotten a 36.”
	Genova earned subscores of 35 in
English, 36 in math, 36 in reading, and 35
in science.
	Both Hellwig and Genova took ACT
prep courses. While Genova took Director of Admissions Craig Hannick’s course,
Hellwig took an independent course outside
of SLUH.
Hannick said of their scores, “It just
shows the nature of our school, the good
faculty, and the strength of our students.”
	Neither Hellwig nor Genova have any
solid plans for college yet.
Hellwig said, “I want to go to college
somewhere out of the (St. Louis) area (and
go) where there are a lot of liberals around.
I am open to the future.”

Volume LXXIV editorial policy

T

he Volume LXXIV Prep News editorial policy serves the purpose of being the vehicle of the personal opinion,
whether from students, faculty, or others
wishing to voice an opinion. All topics
discussed in the section will be related to
St. Louis University High School.
	Nothing published either as an editorial
or as a letter to an editor should be considered
the opinion of the school, the administration,
or anyone other than its author or authors.
	A Prep News editorial is the opinion
of all five editors on a particular topic. In
their writing, the editors will make a strong
attempt to express their views in a clear and
accurate fashion.
A commentary is defined as an opinion
of one member of the Prep News staff, not
of the Prep News itself.
Every member of the SLUH community
is welcomed and encouraged to submit a letter to the editors. Every letter received by the

editors will be read and given consideration.
All letters must be signed, but the author’s
name may be withheld from publication by
request and at the discretion of the editors.
	The Prep News editors reserve the right
to edit any submissions for publication in
order to meet grammatical standards, but
they will not skew the author’s original
intent. Also, the editors reserve the right to
withhold from publication any submission
if it is deemed vulgar, tasteless, or otherwise
inappropriate.
	All authors wishing to have letters
published must submit them by 4 p.m. the
Wednesday before the letter is to be published.
Letters can be given to any Prep News
editor or moderator. In addition, letters can
be mailed to the Prep News courtesy of St.
Louis University High School, 4970 Oakland
Ave., St. Louis, MO 63110, or e-mailed to
prepnews@sluh.org.
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(from 1)
thousand dollars, but less than five thousand, a figure calculated based on the size
of SLUH’s enrollment.
	The NAIS survey takes place in two
separate parts, according to Evans. The first
is the recently completed online climate
survey.
“We do all different types of accreditation around here to keep us in check,” said
Principal John Moran. “It’s a way of having
outside evaluators come and see how we stack
up in the outside world. And it’s good for us
to do this as a school. We did it in technology last year. We did it in our advancement
team last year when we did the North Central
Advanced Education Accreditation two years
ago. These are outside organizations that
evaluate us and how we do things. We can
do self-assessments, but it’s also very useful
to have outside assessments.”
	The second phase of the assessment,
which Evans plans to implement from
March 19 until May, is a self-study led by
SLUH’s Diversity Council (DC). According
to Evans, the self-study will consist of ten
different Discovery Committees with the
goal of evaluating the levels of diversity in
ten areas of the school: school governance
and leadership; policy and administration;
admissions, including financial aid; faculty/teacher; teaching and learning; student
life; school publications and environment;
staff involvement and life; parent/guardian
involvement; and alumni involvement and
investment.
	The Discovery Committees then will
review their findings and report to the standing committee of the DC which will collect
the findings and send a full report to NAIS.
Using data from both the online climate survey and the self-study, the NAIS generates
a broad-based evaluation of Inclusivity and
Multiculturalism at SLUH.
“We want to take those recommendations and begin our strategic planning as a
(DC) and a school,” said Evans.
	The DC met last on Feb. 11 and plans
to meet next on March 16. Although Evans
said he has already drawn up the expectations
for the individual Discovery Committees, the
Steering Committee of the DC, the group
of core members led by Evans, is currently
formulating a list of people to invite onto

Discovery Committees and will meet before
the next meeting of the DC to finalize this
list. According to Evans, ideally no members
of the Steering Committee will take place in
the Discovery Committees
“It’s great that we’re doing (these Discovery Committees), but we know that it’s
labor intensive for us to give of your time,”
said Evans. “So in a school where the teachers
are already doing a lot to support the students,
it’s a bit of a commitment to ask someone to
give up more time.”
“Some of those areas are going to have
more students on it. Some are going to be
primarily parents. Some will have no students
at all.” said Evans. “Some of them are going
to be very diverse. Some are going to be
narrow, depending on the group that you’re
dealing with.”
	The prizes used to entice student participation will be raffled off sometime next
week, according to Evans.
However, some worried that desiring
only to be entered into the contest, some
students would click random answers to get
the survey done fast and print their receipt.
“There was a little worry (about prizes skewing results), but at the same time we thought
having maximum participation was really
important,” said Evans.
“To have over half the student body
participate is a big deal. To have over 300
alumni participate is a dig deal,” said Evans.
“I’m really excited about what the information gathered is going to reveal.”
However, opinions varied.
“I just hope that people were honest
about it. … It just seemed like a weak attempt
to get diversity involved in our school, kind of
like the jazz thing,” said senior Cole Aston. “I
feel like a lot of the diversity that is focused
on is pretty much racial diversity instead of
general diversity as far as religions go and
sexuality. … Obviously I guess it’s tough for
the administration to get on to other types
of diversity because of Catholic teaching
about homosexuality. I think they’re afraid
to cross those lines just because of political
correctness and that kind of stuff.”
“I thought (the survey) was very broad
and encompassed a lot. I think I listed everything as fairly favorable for the school and
positive,” said SLUH parent Kathy Odem.
“I guess if you look at the total population of
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the students, you always want more diversity,
but you can only draw in so many students.
I think they’re doing the best they can to do
that.”
“A lot of the questions for (faculty)
were in some ways irrelevant because of the
nature of our school,” said English teacher
Barbara Osburg. “Sometimes the wording of
the questions suggests that you don’t have the
right attitude toward diversity if you don’t
have a tremendously diverse population, and
I don’t know that that’s true. I think a school
like ours, which has very narrow constraints
on admissions for a number of reasons, one
of them being academic and being Catholic
generally, might embrace diversity though
not be able to obtain a tremendously diverse
population. … The surveys tend to kind of
belittle the heart’s ability to have empathy
and respect for that which is not present.”
“When I think of diversity, I think in
terms of things other than race,” said John
Wunderlich, ’66, who is also a member of the
Board of Trustees. “The fact that there’s such
a wide economic diversity of the students
attending there gives SLUH a certain uniqueness. … It gives you a different perspective,
and I think it makes you more attuned to some
of the needs that are out there in the world
and that there are people less fortunate than
yourself. I think that that’s something that
SLUH is eons ahead of other schools in that
regard, and I don’t know if other schools will
ever get there.”
“The highest level of diversity is when
things come up in their rightful place as they
would normally come up regardless of the
creed, the sex, or the race,” said Osburg. “And
so would we not talk about Madam Curie in
a science class because she’s a woman, that
would be sexist. But if we find someone who
hasn’t made a major contribution and try to
turn that into a major contribution because
they happen to be an Asian-American, that’s
not respectful to Asian-Americans.”
“I do think SLUH can improve in areas
of diversity, but I do think it’s addressing
those areas and trying to do everything it
can,” said Wunderlich. “Diversity is something you can’t wave a magic wand and make
it all better overnight. I think SLUH has a
vision. I think it’s quite unique among other
schools because I think it has the potential
to achieve that vision, it’s just going to take
time to get there.”
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SCHOLAR

(from 1)
key victories over Eureka and the Ladue B
team. The 5-0 record propelled them into the
championship bracket as one of the top two
teams in their pool.
	The team came out slowly in the afternoon, dropping their first match to Parkway
Central. Scholar Bowl moderator Frank
Corley was upset with the match, explaining
that the team gave up easy points by buzzing in too early. The team regrouped and
headed into the rest of their games with hope
after learning that Villa had beaten Clayton.
Corley decided to utilize the six-man team
by playing Creedon and Hayward full-time,
while alternating the other four in the two
open spots.
“We were just more confident Saturday
than I have ever seen us. Even in the toughest
matches I never felt like we were going to
lose,” Corley said.
	This composure led them to a 40-point
victory over a strong Clayton team, and
a blowout victory of the fearsome Villa
team. They tacked on victories over Francis
Howell Central and Parkway North, moving
on to their final game in a four-way tie with
Clayton, Parkway Central and Savannah.

Mural

(from 2)
“It is very symbolic. We hope to convey that actions speak louder than words to
describe who we are,” said Nahlik.
	The duo began sketching the drawing
over Christmas break with minor assistance
from Nahlik’s brother, Ed Nahlik, ’08. After
the initial outline, both recognized the bad
condition of the wall and requested that the
maintenance department re-paint the wall
before they continued the mural.
Still, Phil Nahlik has some apprehension
over the durability of the mural.
“I’m worried that it will get beaten up
by the kids eating lunch down there,” said
Phil Nahlik, saying that the wall already has
been damaged even though it was fixed just
a short time ago. He encourages all students
to be extremely careful and respectful of the
artwork.
While Mueller shares some of the worry,
he said, “If there is artwork on it, the kids
will be more careful.”
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	The Jr. Bills knew their match against
Savannah, a Kansas City school, would be
a challenge. The match came down to the
20th and final question, with SLUH down
10 points.
	Creedon buzzed in and answered correctly to deadlock the score. This gave SLUH
the three bonus questions to come away with
a victory and the title. The questions were on
non-Euclidean geometry, which the SLUH
team knew thanks to math teacher George
Mills’ advanced geometry class. The ScholarBowlbills improved their afternoon record
to 5-1, enough for first place. Clayton took
second, Parkway Central took third, and
Savannah was pushed back to fourth. The
top four teams qualified for both National
tournaments.
	The team’s balanced attack was instrumental to their victory, according to
Corley. “Week in and week out we never
get individual prizes … and yet we win
tournaments,” he said. “And what that says
is (that) we have a really balanced team.”
	The top eight individuals for questions
answered received awards. Creedon and
Hayward tied for ninth.

“I was surprised we won because there
were a lot of good teams there,” said Creedon.
“This was possibly our biggest win this whole
year.” Creedon knew they had to finish in the
top four in order to make nationals and that
it would be the team’s last chance.
“We really showed that we can play with
the strongest teams,” said Corley.
“I think it would be great if we could take
some of the momentum and team strength
we had last Saturday and carry it to this
Saturday,” said Hayward.
	The Scholar bowl team will head to
Helias in Jefferson City for a tournament this
Saturday, and then host a JV tournament at
SLUH on March 6. After a long break, Districts will be on April 17, followed by State.
The team has decided to attend the NAQT
nationals in Chicago rather than the PACE
nationals in Washington, D.C., for ease of
travel. This is the first time the SLUH Scholar
Bowl team has qualified, and the team hopes
to make the best of it.
Creedon said, “This is the first time
we have a chance to measure our abilities
against people from not just Missouri, but
from around the country.”

	Both Mueller and Nahlik agree that the
mural has a strong look.
“I like it because it’s an entrance to the
school and it looks like it’s flowing in with
a kind of rolling design,” said Mueller.
	Moran also mentioned the importance

of this mural’s placement due to long-term
plans in converting the Student Commons
into the main entrance of the school.
“It’d be great to have these big murals
hit you right as you walk in; this is what we
are all about,” said Moran.

Photo of the Week

Phot by Ted Wight

Fans stom the court of the Danis Field House after Junior Sam Hill’s game winning shot vs.
Vianney Wednesday night.
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wrestling
(from 5)

“At the time it made me mad, but I
guess, really, stuff happens,” Conley said,
adding that he and Amos wished each other
luck the following day.
In the fourth-round wrestleback, Conley
faced Francis Howell Central’s Justin Dickey.
He hit several leg shots, but Dickey managed
to fend them off each time. However, on a
snatch-single, Conley elevated Dickey’s leg,
and Dickey ran off the mat to avoid giving
up a takedown, drawing a technical. Besides
trading escapes in the second and third periods, that point proved the only scoring, and
Conley advanced to the third-place match
on a 2-1 decision.
However, after the win over Dickey,
Conley began to experience persistent pain
in his arm.
“I thought it was just like a normal ache
at first and thought I banged it on something,
but then I realized it wasn’t going away,” he
said.
	Three doctors, including Michael
Danter, the father of senior captain Andrew
Danter (140), looked at Conley’s arm and
said that Conley should get an x-ray before
competing. The doctors and Ott tried to get
Conley into the University of Missouri’s
hospital for an x-ray in the hour-long interval
between rounds, but they could not. Instead,
they called an orthopedic, who advised that

Conley could wrestle without injuring it
any further. However, Ott, whose wrestling
career was ended by a neck injury in college,
decided that Conley should not jeopardize
his health by wrestling.
“Especially since the doctor who said
(the injury couldn’t be worsened) didn’t actually see him or examine him, I decided—and
I think his dad was on board with this—it
wasn’t really worth risking his health,” said
Ott.
	Conley forfeited the third-place match
to Raymore-Peculiar senior Daniel Breit.
	The WorkHardbills compiled a strong
season both individually and as a team. Ott
said that five or six wrestlers developed
the confidence to win a lot of matches. The
NoRegretsbills captured a total of 28 tournament places, including seven individual
championships.
	The tournament ended a season in which
the Jr. Bills fielded what head coach Jon Ott
called “the best team we’ve had in my five
years here.” The UnleashTheKrakenbills
split their Metro Catholic Conference (MCC)
duals and their non-conference duals, going
2-2 in the MCC and 4-4 overall. They also
finished second in the Ritenour Tournament
and third in the Vianney Tournament.
	Danter said that, though the number
of State qualifiers fell short of the team’s
expectations, the Jr. Bills wrestled well. He

(from 6)
Hill made several key shots to keep the
Jr. Bills in the game.
With 4:20 left in the fourth quarter senior
Scott Milles drained a three to tie the game
at 34. On the next trip down senior Tim
Cooney drove to the basket for two, one of
many such drives for Cooney throughout the
game. The shot gave SLUH a 36-34 lead.
“We were getting good looks and sooner
or later they are going to start falling. We
kind of wanted to spread it out a little bit
and isolate some individuals, particularly
Cooney, and that opened up some lanes for
driving,” said assistant coach Steve Walsh.
The CruzHeartsMillesbills could not
definitively seal the game down the stretch
in large part because of several crucial turnovers. Vianney stole the ball with under a
minute to go in the fourth quarter and, trailing

by two, called timeout to set up a play.
“It was frustrating. There were some
surprising calls, but funny things happen,”
said Walsh.
The SLUH defense then forced Vianney
into a bad shot, but the Jr. Bills missed the
rebound and Voelker tipped it in to tie the
game.
The clock read 1.8 seconds, but the
SLUH bench was sure more time was necessary. After meeting, the referees decided to
put three seconds on the clock, just enough
time for Hill to make his buzzer-beating
shot.
Webster Groves sports a 25-2 record
coming into tonight’s contest. Walsh and Hill
both noted that the SLUH team will need to
avoid turnovers if they want a chance against
the Statesmen. The winner advances to the
State playoffs.

basketball
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was disappointed that he did not meet either
his goal to qualify for State or his goal to
medal. “As a team, we did very well. …
We were hoping to get a couple more guys
to State, but things turn out how they turn
out,” he said.
Everson said that even though the team
suffered injuries, it had a tremendous year
regardless of statistics. “We did probably
have the best team in SLUH history,” he
said.
The AMDGbills graduate five seniors:
Everson, Danter, David Lopez (152), Joel
Geders (189), and Alex Myers (285). They
now turn the leadership of the team over to the
juniors and sophomores, especially Conley
and sophomore Will Whitney (135).
“We’ll be a lot younger—we won’t have
as much senior experience as we had this
year—but hopefully the success we had this
year can kind of develop some excitement,
and the younger kids will be willing to work
to earn some of that success themselves,”
said Ott.
“It depends on how hard guys work
during the offseason,” said Conley.

Wrestling
Season
Records
125 Nick Danter

13-27, 4 pins

130 C.J. Swanger

6-12, 2 pins

135 Will Whitney

21-7, 6 pins

140 Andrew Danter

34-10, 9 pins

145 Espen Conley

40-4, 11 pins

152 David Lopez

18-23, 7 pins

171 Peter Everson

34-11, 25 pins

189 Joel Geders

24-11, 5 pins

215 Brian Gass

19-19, 13 pins

285 Alex Myers

9-27, 7 pins

—Compiled by Mike Lumetta
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(from 6)
at SLUH’s 2-1 lead.
	Ragland continued to shut down the
DeSmet offense in the second period and
SLUH headed into the locker room with a
one-goal lead.
	The Jr. Bills entered the third period
determined to win and played aggressively.
Despite the Jr. Bills’ hard play throughout
the period, DeSmet had a little more left
in the tank and matched SLUH’s intensity.
With about five minutes left to play in an
evenly-matched game, DeSmet’s David
Goodwin scored one from the slot to tie the
game. SLUH increased the pressure, but there
was not enough time for either team to score
again, and the game ended in a draw.
Since the first game of the series was
a tie, the winner of the next game would
advance to the final at Scottrade Center, and
the loser’s season would be over. Dressed
in neon, SLUH’s faithful packed into the
Hardee’s IcePlex Saturday night.
“I felt confident coming into the game.
We’re a good team, and plenty capable of
beating DeSmet,” said senior captain Kurt
Eisele of what would prove to be his last
game as a Jr. Bill.
SLUH dominated in the first period.
SLUH’s best chance at lighting the lamp in
the first came from senior Brandon Eversgerd. After carrying the puck up, Eversgerd
threw the puck at the net while being pulled
down. The goalie stopped it, and the puck
came out to sophomore Trent Lulow at the
point. Lulow whipped another shot on goal,
but once again, DeSmet’s goalie prevailed.
However, all was not lost, as the ref

gave the defenseman who yanked down
Eversgerd a penalty. Unfortunately for the
Jr. Bills, during a shorthanded breakaway, a
Spartan scored on DeSmet’s first shot of the
game.
	DeSmet carried this momentum and
killed the pivotal power play. But as the
buzzer sounded the period’s end, a DeSmet
forward who had dumped the puck behind
SLUH’s net hit Ragland from behind. This
hit started a scuffle between the Jesuit brothers. Although DeSmet instigated the scrap,
SLUH received three penalties, and DeSmet
only received two.
SLUH grossly outshot DeSmet in the
first period, 14-3, yet DeSmet entered the
second period with the momentum and the
lead.
Luckily, early in the second, DeSmet’s
momentum came to an abrupt halt on a goal
by junior Matt Potter which tied the game
1-1.
“Before the game, one of our coaches
said that this goalie’s body wasn’t as good
as his legs,” said Potter, “so I was coming
up with (senior Greg) Place, and he made a
great pass. Based purely on instinct, I onetimed it just over the goalie’s shoulder.”
SLUH carried the momentum for most
of the second period, but Potter’s goal was
the only one made, sending the game into
the third tied at one.
Unfortunately for SLUH, DeSmet
played some of its best hockey in the third
period. Only a few minutes into the third
period, a DeSmet forward scored a goal,
putting the Spartans up 2-1.
	But just a few minutes after this piv-

otal goal, SLUH’s student section asked
DeSmet’s where their “Easy” button was.
DeSmet’s fans looked everywhere for their
beloved button, but to no avail. Apparently,
three brave SLUH seniors had snuck behind
enemy lines and smuggled the button back
into friendly territory, where SLUH’s fans
destroyed it. The destruction of this button
seemed to renew SLUH’s energy and make
them hungry for the goal that would tie the
game.
The Jr. Bills continued to fight for this
goal. Freshman Chase Berger had a scoring opportunity, but DeSmet’s goalie made
another big save to keep his team ahead. As
time ticked off the clock, there was more
pressure for the Jr. Bills to score.
With less than five minutes in the game,
DeSmet scored a backhanded goal from the
slot that gave the Spartans an insurance goal.
Due to the massive two-goal margin, coach
Charlie Busenhart substituted an extra attacker on the ice for Ragland. Luongo scored
a late goal from the point for SLUH, making
the score 3-2.
	But SLUH didn’t have enough time to
score another, and DeSmet scored an empty
net goal to seal the win. The game ended
with a score of 4-2 in favor of DeSmet.
	DeSmet went on to defeat CBC in the
Challenge Cup final.
“The team played one of our best games
all year,” said Ragland. “We played a great
game, but we didn’t get the bounces around
their net and that’s what happened with
DeSmet all year.”
“Our fans brought it, and we didn’t. I
just wish that we could have won for them,”
said Eversgerd.

This Week in SLUH History
This Lenten season, SLUH Campus Ministry has created a prayer
service series in the chapel to prepare for Easter; sixty years ago,
SLUH created a prayer service series with a different focus. In
February of 1950, in the dawn of the nuclear period and the age
of “mutually assured destruction,” the world was caught up in the
Cold War between the USSR and the United States.
SLUH was no exception. “It is perfectly possible that God will
see fit to let man destroy himself and devastate his planet with the

horrible scourge of atomic warfare,” said a Prep News editorial on
Feb. 21, 1950. The editorial called for students to participate in
the semiweekly prayer services in the chapel. The prayer services
consisted of the Stations of the Cross, a sermon, or a Benediction
of the Blessed Sacrament. The editorial identified prayer as the
“one thing that hasn’t been tried” in quelling the nuclear conflict
enveloping the world.
-Compiled by Conor Gearin
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(from 9)
effective and decidedly wireless network, something Rittenhouse
felt was not achieved until this school year. Just as renovations
of the Backer Memorial had done before, the construction of the
Danis Field House provided greater incentive to make technological advances. At the very least, the Field House would have to be
integrated into the school’s alarm and PA systems. Once offices were
moved to the new Field House, phone service and Internet access
became necessary. Under the new system, telephone and alarms are
handled internally by SLUH’s network.
“It’s higher stakes now than it ever has been,” said Rittenhouse
of the danger of a potential network failure. “Our network crashes
now, and we’re up here until two in the morning, trying to get it to
work. It’s definitely high-risk, high-reward.”
From the original two AirPorts, SLUH now has 35—33 in the
Backer Memorial and two in the Danis Field House. Student laptops
have also increased in number from 20 to 250, now stored in nine
carts instead of one.
	Besides networking, Rittenhouse considers the use of laptops as
grade books to be the most important change in SLUH technology
since 2000.
“From my viewpoint, it’s been kind of cool how it’s gone on,
said Rittenhouse, who started his career at SLUH in 2000. “My first
year here, we moved to requiring teachers to submit their grades
electronically at the quarters. That was one of my first duties here,
to help people in that transition.”
In 2000, submitting quarter grades was a two-day process that
included Rittenhouse patrolling the hallways and collecting floppy
disks from teachers.
“We’ve gone from that to the vast majority of teachers not even
using grade books,” said Rittenhouse. “We don’t even order grade
books for them anymore. To me, there’s a lot of symbolism in that.
That is an operational, day-to-day dependency that I’ve seen evolve
that students don’t necessarily know or care (about).”
	Assistant Principal for Academics and math teacher Tom Becvar
has served as both a teacher and an administrator during his time at
SLUH and said of the changes he has witnessed over the decade,
“It’s totally changed everyday life, because you spend a good chunk
of your time on your computer, which you didn’t do ten years ago.
… It’s just like how in the math classroom, the graphing calculator
changed dramatically how we taught math.”
Hardware has not been the only area to change over the
years.

Announcement

The senior moms will be selling Gus’s Pretzel’s for one dollar each today after the noon
dismissal. Funds will help defer the cost of
the Senior Lock-In.
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“At the same time as we moved our physical things to be more
professional, we’ve moved our contracts, our training, and all those
kind of things,” said Rittenhouse of SLUH’s technology policy.
	Now, Dickmann and Haefele are hired professionals comprising the school’s technology staff. Commercial contractors must go
through a rigorous presentation and interview process before being
chosen to ensure quality and integrity.
SLUH has not grown technologically complacent in a constantly evolving environment, and the tech department has weighed
everything from Twitter and Facebook to text blasts and iPads for
educational value.
“Those are all technologies, those are ways in which the school
is evolving … in effect ways in which the school is trying to meet
students where they are,” said Rittenhouse of technology at SLUH
in the future. “There’s a recognition that our future in terms of our
future clients, if you will, are incredibly technologically savvy. A
six-year-old can do things that I couldn’t do when I was 20, and it’s
second nature to him.”

Forecast printed with permission of the National Weather
Service.
St. Louis, MO Weather Service Office
Phone: 636-441-8467
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by Patrick O’Leary
Friday, February 26
Schedule H
Freshman Retreat 4pm
Black Knowledge History Bowl
BBALL @ Districts 7pm (SLUH)
Saturday, February 27
Freshman Retreat
Sunday, February 28
Speech @ Ursuline 9:30am
Upward Bound Info Meeting 2:30pm
Sr. Mom Dance Lessons 4:30pm
Monday, March 1
Schedule B1
Spring Sports Practices Begin
Class of 2014 Orientation 6:30pm
AP Snack—Beef Taquitos
Lunch: Special—Lil’ Charlie’s Pizza
Healthy—Toasted Ravioli

I Can’t Decide
Calendar

Tuesday, March 2
Schedule B2
Jr. Kairos Retreat
Mothers’ Club Retreat
Class of 2014 Orientation 6:30pm
Lunch: Special—Chicken Bites
Healthy—Turkey Divan
Wednesday, March 3
Schedule R
Jr. Kairos Retreat
Mothers’ Club Retreat
College Rep. Visits AP:
	Drake University M108
	Missouri University of Science and
	Technology M110
Basketball Intramurals AP:
Faculty vs. Sophomores
ACES/PAL Sessions 5:30pm
AP Snack—Apple Strudel Sticks
Lunch: Special—Meatball Sandwiches
Healthy—Chicken Cordon Bleu

February 26, 2010

Feb. 26 - March 5
Thursday, March 4
Schedule R
Jr. Kairos Retreat
SLUH Choral Clinic 8am
Basketball Intramurals AP:
Faculty vs. Seniors
Ignatian Mix-It-Up Lunch 11am
Track Coaches/Parents Meeting 6pm
AP Snack—Pepperoni Boscos
Lunch: Special—Chinese Combos
Healthy—Chicken Parmesean
Friday, March 5
Schedule R
Jr. Kairos Retreat
Diversity Mass
LAX Meeting 4pm
AP Snack—Mozzarella Sticks
Lunch: Special—Pasta with Garlic Cheese
Bread
Healthy—Baked Pollack

National Merit Finalists

David Ball
Matt Bettonville
James Butler
Luke Chellis
Patrick Creedon
Andrew Danter
Patrick Jerry
Eric Lewis

Ben Minden-Birkenmaier
Patrick Nacanaynay
Jack Newsham
Alexander Paino
Daniel Pike
Richard Pisoni
Frank Schumacher
Edward Varty

This week in SLUH sports history

From Prep News Volume 69, Issue 22, February 25, 2005.
Note: See wrestling on page five and basketball on page six.
Gottelmann shoots Jr. Bills past Pioneers, 40-38: Last second
3-pointer sets up tonight’s Webster final
by Henry Samson
“The Rumble in the Jungle. The Miracle on Ice. The Drive. Each of
these historic sports achievements is no less than epic. Last Tuesday
night the St. Louis U. High Jr. Billikens etched their own names
into the history books in near-mythic fashion in a game that could
very well turn into a legend that haunts the walls downstairs by the
athletic offices,” wrote Samson about the Jr. Bills’ District game
against Kirkwood. The Jr. Bills found themselves trailing 38-37 to
the Pioneers in the final possession of a back-and-forth game. Senior
Dave Goettelmann brought the ball down the court, and made an

off-balance three-pointer with two seconds on the clock. The clutch
shot sent the Jr. Bills into the District finals against Webster.
Caldwell wrestles to fourth at State
by Jesse Zacher
“No one ever beats Caldwell, they merely survive and escape
him,” said then-assistant wrestling coach Don Steingruby of senior
heavyweight David Caldwell. After losing a first round match by
one point at the State tournament to Mark Hertzog of Lee’s Summit, the top heavyweight in Missouri, Caldwell marched through
the wrestleback bracket, using his Herculean strength to secure
two pins, a 3-2 decision, and a forfeit. He met Hertzog again in the
third-place match and again lost by just a point. No SLUH wrestler
medaled at State between Caldwell and current junior Espen Conley
(145), who placed sixth in 2009 and fourth in 2010.

