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Two Marksmenbills headed ACES Diversity Mass toto Junior Olympics
Hermsmeier qualifies in rifle, Barber in pistol
day; mixer
cancelled
S
Drew Dziedzic
Staff
eniors Houston Barber and Dan
Hermsmeier will be advancing to the
2010 Rifle and Pistol Junior Olympics National Championships after winning their
respective state championships. Both secured a place in the nationals in January;
Barber qualified in Owensville, Mo, while
Hermsmeier qualified in Kansas City.
Barber, who shoots pistols, claimed
second place at the state championship and
placed in two different disciplines or styles.
Barber’s first discipline was air pistol, where
shooters fire 60 shots in 80 minutes at a small
target and are judged on precision. In the air
pistol discipline, Barber received a 521 out
of 600.
Barber’s second discipline was sport
pistol, where shooters fire 60 shots from a

.22 caliber semi-automatic pistol in two different fashions, slow and rapid fire. Barber
received a 486 out of 600 in the sport pistol
discipline.
“It was really cool,” said Barber. “I
wasn’t expecting to go,” mentioning his
relative inexperience in the sport pistol
discipline.
Hermsmeier, who shoots rifles, captured
first place at the state championship for the
rifle division. Hermsmeier shoots a .22 smallbore rifle, where shooters fire 60 shots from
three different positions—prone, kneeling,
and standing. Hermsmeier received a 566
out of 600.
“I had really high expectations because
the year before, I qualified, but it wasn’t as
high as I wanted to shoot,” said Hermsmeier.
“I was hoping to shoot well because I really

see RIFLE, 11

Freshman Retreat
photo by Mr. Matt Sciuto

Senior Adam
Voss (center,
back) poses with
his freshman
retreat small
group. The
retreat ran from
Friday to Saturday and had the
freshman spend
the night in the
school with upperclassmen as
group leaders.

Nathan Rubbelke
Reporter
he annual Association for Cultural
Enrichment at SLUH (ACES) Diversity Mass will take place this morning
here at St. Louis U. High. A number of
area Catholic high school students coming
from Catholic schools including Cardinal
Ritter, Chaminade, Rosati-Kain, Incarnate
Word, and Nerinx Hall will gather in the
chapel for the Mass. After the Mass, the
various school groups will gather as one
to have a discussion.
	The theme of the discussion will be leadership. The topic is called “single story.”
“The idea behind “single story” is to
talk about how people can create their own
opinions when they only hear only one side
of a story,” said Irvin-Muhammad.
	According to ACES moderator and Assistant Principal for Mission Robert Evans, a
film will be shown that displays the dangers
of a single story.
Twenty-five members of ACES will
participate in today’s activities.
“It’s important that everyone learns
the danger of hearing a single story and
how dangerous stereotyping can be,” said
Evans.
	The culmination of today’s event was to
be the yearly ACES mixer, which was set to
take place in the Commons this evening.
	The mixer, which is held to raise money
for ACES and its events, has struggled in the
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News
Evans wins Peabody Logos Kovarik to
Leaders in Education Award present on
Ellington
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Eric Lewis
Core Staff
alk show radio host Jim Doyle announced St. Louis U. High Assistant
Principal for Diversity Robert Evans as
this week’s recipient of the Peabody Logos Leaders in Education Award during
his afternoon show on Soft Rock 102.5
KEZK on Tuesday, Feb. 23. Along with
the award, Evans will receive a $1000
grant and will be the subject of a feature
article in the St. Louis Business Journal.
In addition, Evans is now eligible for an
additional $1000 in a competition among the
weekly recipients, the winner of which will
be announced at a banquet in June or July.
St. Louis-based Peabody Energy, the
world’s foremost private-sector coal com-

pany, and the Logos School, an independent,
alternative-method school in Olivette for
students who have been unsuccessful in a
traditional classroom, sponsor the award.
	According to the Logos School’s web
site, www.logosschool.org, “any employee
in a St. Louis metro area public, charter or
private school serving students in kindergarten through grade 12 can qualify,” and a
committee consisting of both educators and
business professionals selects a recipient
from this applicant pool each week.
Principal John Moran nominated Evans
for the award in December, along with a few
other SLUH faculty members. Moran said,
“Frankly, with a leadership award like (the
Peabody Logos), there are lots of choices

Ben Kim
News Editor
ounseling administrative assistant
Becky Berger will be absent from St.
Louis U. High until May 1 for two total
knee replacements. Until her return, Berger’s replacement, Marilee Manning, will
assume her responsibilities in the counseling office.
Berger is at St. Luke’s Hospital and
had her left knee replaced on Monday. She
is currently recovering well and is currently
doing lower extremity exercises, such as
hip abductions, ankle pumps, and straight
leg rises, as physical therapy. According to
Berger, she is to be discharged later today.
“As long as they keep on top of my
medicine, I’m fine,” said Berger.
	After her discharge, Berger will be following a self-guided, home physical therapy
routine until June 8, when she expects to
have her right knee replaced.
“I miss everybody’s smiling faces,” said
Berger. “I look forward to coming back at
the beginning of May to see everyone again
and to hear the exciting news of their college
choices.”

In the meantime, Manning will fulfill
Berer’s duties until May 1. Manning is currently working on a list of items prepared by
Berger that includes copying papers, scheduling counseling appointments, and putting
incoming freshmen packets together. In the
past, Manning has worked in similar roles
at various institutions such as the University
of Missouri-St. Louis, GMAC Commercial
Mortgage, and KForce.
“I’m at their disposal. I’m a temp, so I
come in with the mindset that I’ll do whatever
they ask me to do,” said Manning.
B. Loehr Staffing, a temporary worker
placement agency, notified Manning during
the last week of February about SLUH’s open
position, which she accepted. March 1 was
her first day at SLUH.
Even though she has only been at SLUH
a short while, Manning enjoys the school
atmosphere, mentioning that it’s “been a trip
down memory lane.”
“I have never met a more mannerly
group of boys—the please and thank you’s,
holding the doors, and good mornings. It’s
a great group,” said Manning.
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see EVANS AWARD, 13

Berger out with knee replacement, Manning temps
C

Ben Kim
News Editor
nglish teacher Frank Kovarik will
present the next installment of St.
Louis U. High’s Jazz Diversity Series
next Wednesday,
March 10. Titled
“Duke Ellington:
Alienated Hero?”
Kovarik’s presentation
will
focus on the jazz
musician’s life
and music.
“He is one of
my all-time favorites. I have read
a lot about him
English teacher Frank Kovarik over the years,”
said Kovarik. “In the course of doing my
presentation on jazz and gender, I just got
to thinking that I could put together a presentation on Ellington based on things that
I have read.”
During his liftime, from 1899 to 1974,
Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington played
the piano and was well-known for his jazz
compositions and big band orchestra, earning
numerous awards for his musical achievements. Many consider him to be a key figure
in the history of jazz.
	According to Kovarik, the presentation
will examine Ellington through the lens of his
senior course, Alienated Hero, and will focus
on the difficulties that Ellington endured
during his lifetime as an African American
man living in a racially polarized society.
“This presentation is about this giant in
American music and the ways in which, as
an African American in the 20th century, he
faced alienation because of his race, but how
he used art to transcend that,” said Kovarik.
“And not only art but just the ways he worked
with other people and other musicians to
counteract the forces in his life that might
have been alienating him.”
Kovarik first conceived this presentation
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Nate Heagney
Staff
he St. Louis U. High speech team
came into last weekend’s meet at
Ursuline carrying a slim advantage for
first place over rival Cor Jesu. Going into
March 14’s final meet, SLUH has 270
pints, and Cor Jesu has 254.
“I think the gap with Cor Jesu might
have closed a little bit. That might be because
a lot of last-minute things happened where
some people didn’t show up. But we got it
all worked out in the end,” said speech team
president, senior Kevin Kickham.
	The meet was the squad’s last before
finals. The Christian Interscholastic Speech
League’s top seven performers in each category will advance to the finals. In total, 12
SLUH performers will be advancing to the
final round, more than any other school.
	At the meet, each speech team member
performed his speech twice in front of two
different judges.
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Kickham and his partner, senior Andrew
Kresyman, teamed up to bring home first
place in the Duet category. The dynamic
duo performed a scene from Neil Simon’s
The Good Doctor and placed first in both of
their rooms. They were just one of two duets
from SLUH that will advance to the final.
Sophomores Jean-Paul Angieri and Tom
Blood finished second, just behind Kresyman
and Kickham.
Others who qualified for finals included
seniors Ben Minden-Birkemaier and Michael
Meyer, junior Patrick Smith, and sophomores
Jordan Bollwerk, Adam Hunn, Christian
Probst, and Phil Yoffie.
	One of the most important and surprising performances came from senior Mike
Kaucher. Usually the team’s manager,
Kaucher was forced into action when sophomore Will Edwards could not arrive because
of sickness. His performance did not earn the
team a ribbon but was still impressive.
“He had to come and fill in and learn
a speech in like an hour, so it was pretty

honorable of him … it was pretty amazing,”
said Kickham of Kaucher’s performance.
Edwards was able to qualify for finals despite
missing the meet.
Senior Eric Lewis made his debut on
Sunday, and it was an exciting one. Lewis
had missed the previous two meets because of
illness, but this time he was able to not only
attend the meet but earn a blue ribbon.
Kickham feels confident about the team
going into the final meet. “I think we are on a
good path with what we are doing right now.
As long as we look back at our previous stuff
and make sure we are prepared. We need to
just keep our spirit, because our spirit is one
of the main things that keep us going, and
I think we have a lot of it. If we just stay
confident and commit to what we are doing,
I think we can do it,” said Kickham.
Speech team moderator Kathryn Whitaker agreed, saying, “I’m very excited and
pleased with their work. I expect this will
be our strongest meet yet.”

Earthquake strikes near Aliste’s family
Nick Fandos
Features Editor
n 8.8 magnitude earthquake, the fifth
largest in recorded history according
to the U.S. Geological Survey, shook the
coast of Chile in the early morning hours
of Feb. 28. The quake and subsequent
tremors caused tsunami-sized waves along
the coast and widespread structural damage across the narrow country. As news of
the devastating quake rippled through the
United States, St. Louis U. High Spanish
teacher and Chilean native Myriam Aliste frantically tried to contact family and
friends living in Chile.
	Aliste’s parents and brother live in
the costal town of Viña del Mar, north of
Santiago, the nation’s capital, and several
hundred miles from the quake’s epicenter.
While the city did not suffer the devastation experienced most notably by the city of
Concepción to its south, structural damage
was done to roads and buildings.
	According to Aliste, her family and
friends escaped the majority of the quake’s
damage. In Viña del Mar, seismographs read
7.0 as the city shook, but sound construction
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kept most of the buildings from collapsing.
	Nearby, the capital city of the region,
Valparaíso, suffered significant damage as
its picturesque, multi-colored homes gave
way. Due to a steep inclination as mountains
merge into the Pacific Ocean, houses in the
city are often built partially on stilts and of
adobe, making them particularly prone to
collapse.
	Although some costal houses in Viña
del Mar have similar architectural styles,
the majority are farther from the ocean and
constructed in architecturally-sound styles.
Although little damage was ultimately done
to her parents’ or brother’s homes, Aliste
spent several worried hours waiting for news
from her family immediately after the quake
hit.
“We have trembles every day (in Chile).
Some of them we cannot feel, some of
them you do, but they don’t last very long,”
explained Aliste. As she watched coverage
of the quake on Today, Aliste immediately
knew this was not one of those tremors.
“Especially when they say the number.
If they would have said maybe 5, I would
have not worried too much, but it was an 8.8
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so I knew it was bad,” said Aliste.
	Aliste spent the next several hours
watching news coverage from the country
and trying to reach family members. After
several frustrating attempts to connect by
phone, she e-mailed a friend in Viña del
Mar and got a response. Eventually, around
10:30 a.m., Aliste spoke with her parents
who assured her they were unharmed.
	Despite the destruction in other regions
of the country, Aliste is confident the Chilean
people will rally together and rebuild.
“Some people are desperate. They lost
everything, but I know the country will
come together, and the infrastructure and
the organization exists that deals with this,”
said Aliste.
That organization began to mobilize
this week in the form of military security
and food aid from the government.
Even with the means to rebuild and the
help of international aid, Aliste concluded.
“It’s going to take a while.”
Aliste plans to travel to Chile in June
or July to visit her family. She says she will
most likely experience some of the destruction the country has suffered but expects that
reconstruction will have begun.
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Sophomores to make short Trivia Night
film Archbishop’s Day Off for charity,
Evans wins
4th at poker
A
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Jack Witthaus
Reporter
round the hallways of St. Louis U.
High, an ambiguous flier has left
many students scratching their heads. The
flyer features a picture of Ferris Bueller with a retrofitted Billiken head and a
caption that reads “Archbishop’s Day Off
(ADO).”
“It’s a short film,” said the film’s screenwriter, sophomore Tom Blase. “An inspiring
look into the psyche of a young SLUH student
named Tom Blase.”
“We were inspired by SLUH videos like
‘Like a Boss’ and wanted to make a video
that is genuinely funny,” sophomore director
Stephen Rubio said.
Inspiration for the movie not only heralded from “Like a Boss”; “ADO” draws
material from the 1986 movie Ferris Bueller’s Day Off.
However, Blase reveals that though the
plot may have the similar roots to Ferris Buel-

ler’s Day Off, in reality it is a totally different
plant. “The script is hotter and fresher than
Ferris Bueller’s Day Off,” Blase said. “And
it’s me instead of Matthew Broderick.”
	Actors from the movie are SLUH-bred,
and the role call includes Blase as himself,
sophomore Daniel Schmitt as himself, sophomore Tom Blood as a student, and Jack Witthaus as “Homeboy.” English teacher David
Callon and social studies teacher Tom Wilson
will also perform in the movie as teachers.
Filming for the movie was delayed due
to the freshmen retreat, but it will begin today
after school. The crew hopes to work for
about an hour and a half today but notes that
the movie will take much longer to film.
Archbishop’s Day Off will air the week
of March 15, in honor of the day off that St.
Louis Archbishop Robert J. Carlson granted
to SLUH. To find updates on the movie, there
is an “Archbishop’s Day Off” Facebook
group that is keeping tabs on the film.

(from 1)

that he failed to organize, saying, “I hadn’t
talked to security, maintenance, or figured
out the small stuff.”
	The mixer was going to be unlike other
SLUH mixers as it was going to allow guys
from other certain Catholic high schools in
the greater St. Louis area along with any girl
who would’ve liked to attend.
	The allowance of other guys was not one
of the main reasons for the cancellation.
“It might have been a small reason (for
the cancellation), but Mr. Evans and Mr.
Kesterson were going to handle it,” said
sophomore ACES member Jamil IrvinMuhammad.
	Those planning this year’s mixer promised that the mixer will be back next year.
“It will happen next year,” said Hawkins.

ACES

past few years with low attendance and lack
of interest.
	This year’s mixer was to be titled “SLUH
Presents: Spring Bash.” The members of
ACES had been discussing the idea of it
since the beginning of the year. But it was
not until about three weeks ago that the club
members started working to organize it.
Sophomore Terek Hawkins was in
charge of the planning. To help promote
the mixer, Hawkins and his fellow ACES
members put up signs in the hallways and
created an event page on Facebook. The event
had over 700 confirmed attendees before its
cancellation.
	A lack of interest was not cited as one
of the reasons for the cancellation. According to Hawkins, it was the technical things

Luke Chellis
Core Staff
Last Saturday, St. Louis U. High hosted a dual
fundraising event for charity, organized by
Rick Benz and his organization, B. Mary Benefits, which conducts four fundraisers each
year for children in the St. Louis area.
The event, which began at 6 p.m., included a trivia night in the Commons and
a Texas Hold’em poker tournament in the
Danis Lobby that Assistant Principal for
Diversity Rob Evans took fourth overall
in.
The poker tournament benefitted Boys
Hope Girls Hope, a charitable organization
founded by former SLUH President Paul
Sheridan, S.J., for the purpose of “providing
children with arms-around care, safe homes
and environments, a first-class education,
opportunities to learn more about themselves
and the world, and academic, financial, and
spiritual support through college,” according
to its web site, boyshopegirlshope.org.
The trivia night benefited Brendan Spear,
a boy suffering from a pre-birth stroke who
had recently lost medical coverage for his
needed therapy, said Benz.
“It had almost a family type feel to it,”
said Zarrick. “Not just because of faculty
involvement, but also because of (SLUH’s)
close involvement with the organization.”
	According to Evans, who described
himself as an avid competitor in area poker
tournaments, his high point came when he
reached the final table with only eight players
left and controlled 40 percent of the chips.
With such a strong position, Evans
expected to win, but after playing “overly
aggressive,” he was eliminated. His success
won him a cash prize of 384 dollars.

Feeling of desolation in a vast universe?
Distract yourself from the pains of life. Come work for the Prep News!
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Racquetbills take sixth at Nationals
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Brendan Giljum
with the sixth seed, to play in division six.
Reporter
The same rules apply for the three doubles
he St. Louis U. High racquetball divisions.
team, fresh off its second place fin- 	After two long plane rides up to Portland,
ish at the State tournament, still had more the team was ready for a bright and early start
to prove as it headed to the 23rd National Thursday morning. Everything started off
High School Racquetball Championships perfectly for the Jr. Bills, as all the division
in Portland, Ore. this past week.
six Bills won their first round matches and
	The BoysAreall the varsity
BackInTownbills
players in the
sent 18 of their top
top five diviplayers to the toursions won exnament, with the
cept for No. 2
hopes of defending
seed Brendan
their 2009 national
Giljum, who
title.
lost to a very
Unfortunately
swift Paul
they fell short, but
Nkemontoh
still placed a very
of Southridge
respectable 6th out
High School.
of 34 teams on the
NkemonSenior Joe Ebel follows through during the National High
men’s side, with
toh was the
School Raquetball Championships.
1,504 team points.
same player who
Beaverton High School from Beaverton, Ore. knocked Giljum out of the National tournatook first place this year with an incredible ment last year and has been one of his hardest
2,445 points.
competitors ever (See Conversation Cube;
	The national tournament is different than Volume 74, Issue 14). The loss dropped
the state tournament in that all the players Giljum into the red consolation bracket.
earn points for their team, not just the varsity
“I was playing absolutely amazing, but
athletes. Each team is allowed to place only he was playing absolutely, lights-out amazing
one player in each of the top five divisions, and that was the difference. It was a tough
therefore leaving all other players, starting beat,” said Giljum.
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Things first took an unfortunate turn for
the SLUH squad, with several losses later in
the day, first with several losses out of the six
division. Juniors Stephen Deves and Aaron
Heisohn, sophomores Fritz Simmons and
Will Powers, and freshman standout player
Lorenzo Crim all lost, dropping into the
division six blue consolation bracket, where
they fared only slightly better. Simmons and
Powers made it the farthest, all the way into
the quarterfinals, before losing.
Doubles during the first day went rather
well too as all SLUH teams besides Mark Kissel and Brendan Giljum won their first match.
Team Kiljum had to play Joel Barshaw and
Tim Devlin of Central Catholic in their first
match and lost in a close tiebreaker. About
halfway through the match Barshaw started
taking every shot since he was substantially
better than his partner, and this allowed them
to win in the end.
	The second games for most of the
doubles teams seemed to be more difficult,
as Joe Ebel and Matt Hencken lost to eventual division two champs Andrew and Josh
Pryor. And in division three doubles, the
teams of Deves and Powers along with Jack
Mohrmann and Crim fell out of the tournament before reaching the quarterfinals.
Kissel saw defeat later in the first day
in his gold division as well, playing on the

see RACQUETBALL, 8

Rugbybills trek to Tulsa, win consolation

Ryan Dowd
Reporter
he so-far impressive SLUH rugby
team, represented by a group of seniors and two sophomores, played in the
Tulsa High School Rugby Showdown
last weekend. Formatted with a 14-team
bracket, play began Saturday morning.
In the Jr. Bills’ first game of the tournament, they came up short with a disappointing
12-0 loss to Bixby. Bixby caught the Jr. Bills
on their heels early, gaining control of the
game in its early stages.
“In the first ten minutes, we came out
there with no energy. We pretty much lost it
for ourselves in that first game,” said senior
captain Kevin Mueller.
This first loss dashed the Jr. Bills’ hope
for a second straight preseason tournament
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championship.
However, after tasting their first defeat
of the young season, the Jr. Bills victimized
their next opponent the following afternoon,
beating Blue Valley 22-0.
“(The loss) was definitely a wake-up
call, and we were much more focused in the
second game,” said Mueller.
Following their critical win, the Scrumbills felt optimistic going into Sunday hoping
to make a deep run in the consolation bracket.
Sunday morning the Invictusbills continued
to pour on the tries with a statement 12-5
win against cross-state rival Rockhurst. Although Rockhurst only sent their B squad,
the Druidbills still enjoyed notching a win
against the Kansas City powerhouse.
In the consolation finals, the Jr. Bills
stood in the way of hometown hopeful

5

Broken Arrow. Seniors Joe McDonald and
Peter Fiore both contributed timely tries to
secure a 19-5 win over Broken Arrow.
With the win over Broken Arrow, the Jr.
Bills salvaged what could have been a disappointing journey as they won the consolation
bracket and gained crucial experience and
team chemistry in the process.
However, the Jr. Bills continue to look
for ways to improve.
“We still have work to do, but I’m
definitely excited for the season,” said Mueller.
The Rugbybills have had a prolific start
to their inaugural season and look to continue
their dominance against the Eureka Wildcats
at the Jewel Box in Forest Park Saturday at
noon.

6

Sports
Lacrosse aims for another State title
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Andrew Kastner
Staff
o be loved or feared? Machiavelli
concluded, if one must choose, it is
far safer to be feared than loved. Luckily, the St. Louis U. High Lacrosse team,
fresh from its State championship over
Rockhurst last year, is unaffected by this
choice, as they are so clearly both.
With a record of 19-3, 231 cumulative goals, leadership under 2008 Coach
of the Year Ron Kelam, and SLUH’s first
ever lacrosse State title, last year’s varsity
squad was a team any opponent had to take
seriously. However, with the class of ’09
graduated and Kelam gone from the helm
of SLUH’s lacrosse program, there is much
speculation as to whether this year’s Jr. Bills
will be able to continue on the legacy and
once again contend for the State title.
Though last year’s 16 seniors made
up about half of the varsity roster, the 15

returning varsity players all have experience
and expect to prove themselves in the games
ahead.
“We’re looking to go into our second
straight State final,” said senior Walter
Reilly.
With Kelam gone, SLUH lacrosse
is also now under the leadership of Mark
Seyer, a former NCAA Division I player at
Providence College. Seyer played lacrosse at
DeSmet, where he earned first-team All-State
honors and played on two State championship
teams.
	Coaching is not the only change to the
Laxbills, as 15 players chose to participate
in a new preseason two-day-a-week workout
routine. Though the team is “not as big, and
the offense needs to prove itself” according
to senior Jon Braun, returning players like
seniors Braun, Peter McCall, Will Hovater,
Reilly, and last season’s leading junior goal

Nathan Rubbelke
Reporter
ports fans of St. Louis U. High, track
is back. The 2010 track team began its
season with Monday’s practice, the first of
the many steps that will be taken until the
culmination of the season at the State meet
in May.
	This year’s team will try to start the next
decade where the last one left off. The past
ten years were impressive ones for the Harrierbills as the team won its first State title in
2006, brought home three State trophies, and
saw 13 new school records established.
	There is a new look to this year’s team.
Brian Gilmore and Joe Porter will be the new
co-head coaches this season since former
head coach Jim Linhares retired from track
at the end of last season. Five other coaches
will start their coaching time in the SLUH
track program this season.
	The track team is broken into seven
separate squads: sprinters, jumpers, throwers, pole vault, middle-distance, hurdles,
and distance. Each squad will have to do its
best to get into prime fitness throughout the
season to help the team make the best shot
at a State title.
	The sprinting squad is coached by Chris

Scott this season and captained by senior Matt
Schumaker. This year’s sprinting squad lacks
the star power of the past, lacking a face like
Paul Chaney, ’06 and Ronnie Wingo, ’09
who were both individual State champions
at SLUH.
Senior Daniel Jones will lead the sprinters this year as he will try to run near 11
seconds in 100-meter dash and 23.00 in the
200.
	The jumpers this season are coached by
Porter and Trevor Parker. One of the bright
spots for this team going into the season is
the triple jump. Senior Andrew Sheiebe and
junior Brian Bement finished first and second
at the Metro Catholic Conference (MCC)
Championships last season. This season,
both have their sights not only on qualifying
for the state meet, but earning points for the
team at state.
“These guys (Scheiebe and Bement)
have put in hard work over the winter, which
hopefully will reward them in May,” said
Porter.
	The high jump has very few participants
this season, but returns both of the district
competitors from last season. Senior Ryan
Burke and sophomore Luke Hagerty both
look to qualify for sectionals, while working
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scorer Rich Mehan intend to show that the
offense did not leave with the class of ’09.
What is the biggest strength of SLUH
lacrosse this year?
“Defense, defense, defense,” said
senior and returning All-State player Sean
Meagher.
Meagher, along with seniors Adam Clark
and Mike Riddering, are expected to make up
the solid backbone of the Jr. Bills’ D-poles.
Overall, the varsity LAX!bills look strong
going into the 2010 season with a wealth of
senior leadership and a pool of underclassman talent.
The Jr. Bills first play in the Varsity
Jamboree this Saturday at A-B Soccer Park,
a series of preseason games against other
teams from the area. SLUH will be facing
CBC, Clayton, Lafayette, and Lindbergh
High School, starting at 12:00 p.m. Come by
to watch the Jr. Bills and catch the fever.

Track and Field saddles up a deep team
S

to hit near the 6-foot mark, which would earn
them all-conference honors.
	The pole vault, which was coached formerly by Linhares, is now coached by Rich
Esswein. Senior Ted Varty is the captain of
the squad and will work to be the team’s first
ever State qualifier in the event. Sophomores
Christian Lukas and Kevin Lynch, and junior
Jon Conley will have the chance to gain more
experience at the varsity level this season as
they try to master the difficult event.
The throwing squad is coached by Jon
Diffley, and will have to rely on junior Alex
Cross this season. Last year, Cross qualified
for sectionals in the shot put, which means
he has a high chance to make the State meet
this season. Cross will be competing in both
the shot put and discus for the Porterbills this
season.
	Gilmore will be coaching the hurdles this
season. The hurdles squad is a group whose
potential will be developed throughout the
season. Seniors Tyler Jennings and Collum
Magee both return this year and will compete
in the 300 high hurdles and work to run in the
low 40-second range, which would put both
in great shape for a high finish at conference.
Junior Daniel Hoefel will have lots of time

see TRACK, 12
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Sam Bufe
game was CBC’s first loss in over a year. One
Reporter
of the key reasons for SLUH’s win was the
eSmet ended St. Louis U. High’s stellar goaltending of junior Justin Ragland,
hockey season in the Challenge Cup who won Prepcast Player of the Game for his
efforts. Ragsemifinals
land’s remarkon Feb. 20.
able netmindHowever, that
ing proved
tough
loss
to be a factor
takes nothing
throughout the
away from
season.
the Jr. Bills’
“Our win
phenomagainst CBC
enal season.
proved that we
The U. High
could work towent 19-7-3
gether as well
and accomas any team
plished many
and hang with
things
that
Senior Brandon Eversgerd takes a backhand shot in the
the best teams
few people
semifinal loss against DeSmet.
out there,” said junior
believed possible.
SLUH made a statement early in the Pat Judge.
season when they beat CBC on Nov. 20. This 	At this point, it became evident that
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SLUH’s hockey team was a legitimate contender for the Challenge Cup. SLUH did its
best to carry the momentum from the CBC
win throughout the season. The Jr. Bills ran
off four consecutive wins before inconsistent
play caught up with them. SLUH tied an
inferior Marquette team 3-3 with a lackluster effort in what Chase and Jimmy Berger
considered the “low point of the season.”
“We sat in the locker room after that
game. Everyone had their heads down but we
talked about taking games more seriously,”
said senior captain Kurt Eisele.
“We felt discouraged,” said junior alternate captain Jackson Hoffmann, “but we
were motivated to do better.” And that is just
what SLUH did. The Jr. Bills only lost two
more games during the rest of the regular
season—both losses were against DeSmet,
the team that would go on to win the Challenge Cup.
In their last game of the regular sea-

see HOCKEY, 12

Statesmen impeach Basketbills, 61-55
Nate Heagney
Staff
ebster Groves came into last Friday’s district basketball game
against St. Louis U. High with a 25-2 record. The Statesmen were ranked second
in the St. Louis Metro area—they had even
cracked the top 30 of some national rankings. But those same Statesmen were in
for all they could handle against a scrappy
and talented Jr. Billiken squad. SLUH fell
in the end 61-55, ending their season in
heartbreaking fashion, but they did not go
down without a fight.
	The Rossbills led by three at the end of
each of the first, second, and third quarters.
But they could not hold on for the fourth and
final quarter where they were outscored 18-9
over the final eight minutes. The loss came
in front of a packed, standing-room only
Danis Field House filled with both SLUH
and Webster fans.
“Their defense wears you down a little
bit, and I think we were trying to hit shots
that we probably didn’t need at that time.
They did a good job forcing us into taking
those shots,” said coach John Ross.

W

SLUH certainly looked worn down of- night, 33-22.
fensively during the stretch run. Leading by 	Trailing by three with just under a
one with 6:51 left in the fourth quarter, the minute remaining, the ThankYouSeniorbills
Jr. Bills were unable to capitalize, turning the had a chance to tie the game, but junior Sam
ball over on three straight possessions. Mean- Hill’s three point-attempt was off the mark.
while, on the other end, Webster scrounged From there, Webster made their free throws
and SLUH
several ofnever had
fensive rea chance to
bounds that
catch back
kept their
up.
possessions
“ W e
alive. In the
p
r
o
b
ably
end, they
played
the
converted
best
threethose secand-a-half
ond chancquarters
es into key
that we had
baskets.
played all
“They
year. But
a r e v e r y,
they did
very physiwhat good
cal and they
Junior Mo Oginni dunks the ball in the district finals loss to Webster.
teams do
are difficult
and
pulled it
to block out consistently. They use their hands
out
in
the
end.
We
just
didn’t
have
enough
a lot and they make it very difficult to keep
in
us,”
said
senior
Jake
Fechter.
them off the boards,” said Ross.
SLUH started out hot, as they jumped
The Jr. Bills were out-rebounded on the
Photo by mr. matt sciuto

see BASKETBALL, 8
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main tournament court against an extremely
cocky Barshaw and losing a heartbreaker
15-10, 15-10. Kissel had the game of his
life but unfortunately was not able to overcome Barshaw’s deadly kill shots. The loss
moved Kissel down to the blue consolation
division.
Friday started out with an exciting victory by Ebel to advance him to the semifinals
of division four gold, but was followed by a
very disappointing loss by Hencken to the
eventual division three champion. Joe Murray advanced to the semifinals as the No. 1
seed in division five after a bye and win.
Friday’s division six singles matches
saw seniors Pete Harris and Aaron Dripps
and junior Luke Hellwig losing early in the
day just before the quarterfinal match. This
left only four of the original 13 division six
SLUH players in the quarterfinals.
	The BlackFridaybills played well in
most of their early doubles matches, but
by the end of that long and tiring day, the
entirety of the SLUH team had been wiped
out of all doubles divisions.
	As for the division three SLUH doubles,
teams Murray/Harris and Dripps/Heisohn
both were defeated before the quarterfinals.
Later that day the rest of the remaining teams
lost, leaving SLUH with no doubles team in
the semifinals of division six.
Even with all this, the doubles teams
did have some very exciting wins as well.
The Simmon/Hellwig team had a huge upset
over Curtis Smith and Ryan Bierman, the top
Parkway West team in the division. Team
Schmeyer also had a huge win against a very
good Sprague team.
“The Schmidt and Meyer team defeated
a top-ranked doubles team from Oregon, and
it was definitely an exciting match and one
of the biggest upsets of the tournament,” said
assistant coach Robert Hoffmann.
Later Friday night as singles play resumed, SLUH lost all but sophomore Joe
Koch in division six.
Koch had a match in the morning Saturday against senior Jacob Begis of Beaverton,
and was able to pull out a very important
underdog win.
“The game of the tournament was
when Joe walked into the court against a
highly-ranked senior from Oregon and de-
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BASKETBALL
feated him in the tiebreaker. Watching them
warm up, you notice the Oregon player was
older, bigger, stronger, and hit the ball much
harder than Joe. Joe showed a tremendous
amount of skill, speed and strength to take
down his highly ranked opponent,” stated
Hoffmann.
	After the dust cleared Saturday morning, the Jr.Bill lineup looked like this: Ebel,
Murray, and Koch sat in the semifinals of
their respective gold divisions, Kissel and
Hencken waited in the semifinals of their
blue divisions, and Giljum found himself
in the semifinals of his red division. All but
Giljum and Hencken lost their semifinals
match, leaving the three Joes and Kissel all
to play in their third place matches.
In the conclusion of the tournament on
Sunday, Koch ended up winning in the tiebreaker over Jeff Reintjes 8-15, 15-14, 11-5
to win third place in division six gold.
Murray lost a pulse-pounding match in
the tiebreaker to Andrew Monger of Beaverton 11-15, 15-13, 6-11 to earn fourth place
in division five gold.
Ebel, too, made things interesting in his
third place match against Beaverton’s Jack
Lawrence, taking it in the tiebreaker 15-13,
6-15, 11-5 to earn him third place in division
four gold.
Hencken took on Josh Pryor of Beaverton in his consolation finals game and lost
15-9, 15-12 earning him second in division
three blue.
Giljum played Jacob Newberry of Sandy
High in his finals game, playing him tough
but falling short 15-11, 15-11 to achieve
second in division two red.
Lastly, Kissel had a challenge against
Sprague’s number one Ryan Schoonmaker
in his third place match but pulled through
in very close fashion, 15-13, 15-14.
In the end, SLUH placed
6th nationally, Parkway West placed
8th, and Kirkwood placed 10th.
“The class of 2010 R-ball players were
a very cohesive team that provided a great
deal of leadership for the younger players.
We had a very solid season and just came
up on the short end of the stick at the state
tournament. The incredibly small margin
of loss is indicative of the strength of this
team,” said head coach Joe Koestner.

(from 7)

to an early 8-3 lead behind several baskets
by senior Mike Mayberger. But Webster used
their vaunted press to force the Jr. Billikens
into turnovers and recover from their early
defecit.
Both teams started out the game in
zone, but neither team’s defense proved very
effective. Both Webster and SLUH got hot
from behind the three-point line early, but
SLUH held on to a 16-13 lead after the first
quarter.
SLUH held that advantage for much
of the second and third quarters. One big
reason was Webster’s inability to convert
free throws. The Statesmen would finish the
night at 51.9 percent from the charity stripe,
but that was only after making nearly all of
their attempts down the stretch.
	The largest SLUH’s lead ever got was
38-30 with 3:44 left in the third quarter, but
that was short-lived as the Statesmen quickly
rolled off six straight points to close the
gap.
Mayberger led the Jr. Bills with 19
points, ten of which came in the first quarter.
Senior Tim Cooney came on strong late with
seven fourth-quarter points, and he would
finish the game with ten. Junior Mo Oginni
made all three of his field-goal attempts and
all three of his free-throw attempts to chip
in nine points.
	Ross was disappointed in the loss, but
was proud of the way his team matured as
the season went along.
“I think if anything we were playing
our best basketball towards the end of the
season … it was good to see (the team) gel
into the group that they did,” he said.

PN Quote
of the Week

“Television has brought back
murder into the home—where
it belongs.”
-Alfred Hitchcock
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DeCaro, ’01, debuts in Iditarod

9

Alumnus has built life around dog training, racing

Nick Fandos
He explained that each day consists of two alternating six hour
Features Editor
runs and rests. While the team is breaking at a checkpoint, DeCaro
he Iditarod has been called the last great race on Earth. The is responsible for feeding the team, repairing damages to the sled,
1,100-plus mile trek over mountain ranges, on top of frozen making sure the dogs rest, and finally feeding himself.
rivers, through a burnt forest, and across costal ice sheets brings
“At each checkpoint I probably have 50 pounds of dog food,
competitors, man and dog, to the edge of physical endurance.
20 pounds of meat for the dogs that we’ve cut up. I’ve got socks
Sub-zero temperatures and extreme isolation require incredible in ziplock bags, a change of long underwear, a new pair of gloves
mental strength as dogsled teams make the storied journey from An- and then all my food, too,” said DeCaro, explaining that all of the
chorage to Nome. When the world’s most highly skilled mushers—as supplies are shipped to each checkpoint in advance of the team’s
dogsled racers are known—gather in Anchorage tomorrow, St. Louis arrival.
U. High alumnus David DeCaro,
After feeding, DeCaro will
’01, will be among them.
spread straw for the dogs to
Unlike most of his fellow
lie in and dress each dog in a
mushers, DeCaro will not be
wind-breaking jacket. At most
competing to break records or
checkpoints he will then get a
lead the pack. He will be leading
quick nap on the ground of a
a young team of 16 inexperienced
community center or church.
dogs, building up base miles in
In total, DeCaro estimates that
hopes that in a year they will
he and the team spend roughly
be strong competitors. The race
65 percent of the entire race at a
will be DeCaro’s first Iditarod as
checkpoint.
well, and together, DeCaro and
During the six-hour runs,
his team will use the race as a
DeCaro works to stretch out the
learning experience.
team’s legs and stay on course.
While DeCaro may be little
According to DeCaro, it is not
known, the race is not. The first
uncommon to travel between
DeCaro and team in full gait as they race in the Denali Doubles Invitational.
Iditarod took place in 1973, and
checkpoints without seeing
every year since then, no matter the weather or route, the race has another musher. But by the second or third day a pattern develops
driven a field of mushers from Anchorage to Nome. This year’s race that usually draws mushers within relatively close distances of one
follows the designated northern route across the Alaska Mountain another. Despite this relative closeness—between one half and two
Range and along the Yukon River. Twenty-five checkpoints—four miles—DeCaro explained that the musher is very much alone.
of which have no real inhabitants the majority of the year—break
“There’s a lot of times when we’re out in the middle of nowhere
up the course into 20- to 120-mile legs. The winning time will most by ourselves, and it’s pitch black, and the wind’s blowing, and we’re
likely be between nine and ten days.
exhausted and we’re hungry, and we just want to get to the next
	DeCaro expects to be on the trail for 13 or 14 days, well off checkpoint,” said DeCaro.
the winning pace, but a rate fast enough to thoroughly test his team.
Mushing in such isolated conditions leads DeCaro and other
He has chosen 16 of his best 20 dogs, all Alaska Huskies 18 to 20 mushers to turn to their dogs for support.
months old, each of which he has helped raise since they were pup“We spend so much time with the dogs out on the trail with
pies.
these training runs so we’re getting to know the dogs really well,”
“I’m showing them what the trail’s like, what the checkpoints said DeCaro. He laughed, adding that he sometimes even talks to
are like, what the routines are like so that next year when they race the dogs in his mind.
with a competitive team they’ve already done it,” said DeCaro.
	Of the trail itself, DeCaro noted several particularly cumber	The dogs’ training is not DeCaro’s only goal for the race, how- some stretches. The descent down the back side of the Alaska Range
ever; he also sees it as an opportunity to see the state and challenge takes the mushers through Farewell Burn, an area blighted by forest
himself. DeCaro explained that even though he is riding on a sled fire several years ago, that is often uncovered with snow. DeCaro
for the majority of the race, the 1,100 mile trek is a physical strain. explained the uncovered mud is the most physically tolling terrain for
But perhaps the most difficult aspect is mental.
the mushers as the sled bounces and scrapes across the ground.
“It’s very emotional in a way because we go without sleeping.
However, the most difficult stretch of the race, according to
We get maybe a couple two- or three-hour naps every day—that’s a DeCaro, is the final push up the coast to Nome.
mental and emotional toll on your body and mind,” said DeCaro.
“The really difficult spot is the Bering Sea coast. Once you ...
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hit the coast, it can be pretty nasty out there. If you get a wind storm, runs four to six times a week and competing in shorter, 200- or
and there’s nothing, no trees, you’re pretty much at the mercy of 300-mile races.
“It’s really getting out there and doing it. Not being afraid to
the weather out there,” said DeCaro.
go out when it’s blowing 60 miles per hour,
He went on to cite the weather as
and you’d rather sit in your cabin,” said
another very difficult aspect of the race.
DeCaro of training with the dogs.
Mushers must be prepared for rain, snow,
	All these training runs, tacked onto
ice, wind, and flooding over the two-week
grooming, feeding, and general training
period. With such variability, the race’s
add up to about 50 hours a week with the
leaders and slower teams often experience
dogs. DeCaro will be the first to harness
great disparity in conditions as the progress
young pups, lead them into their first race,
northward.
and when they have reached age eight,
“You could go out one day where it’s
watch them retire. As DeCaro describes it,
35 degrees and sunny and the next day it’s
a relationship can grow between him and
50 below and windy and miserable,” said
the dogs.
DeCaro. “You have to be prepared for
“There’s so many challenges, but the
everything.”
dogs just completely outweigh all those
While the Iditarod may not serve
challenges. They just make it so worth it
as an important competitive milestone
because they really do love to do this, and
for DeCaro, it is an important step in his
they’re just amazing athletes,” said DeCaro.
experience as a dog trainer—his primary
focus—and toward growing closer with his DeCaro and his team pose for a photo earlier this winter. “They’re so people-oriented, they’re doing
it for themselves, but they’re doing it for you, too.”
new home.
Even though he enjoys racing, DeCaro noted the dogs as his
	After graduating from SLUH in 2001, DeCaro spent a brief time
at St. Louis University and then community college, before deciding chief incentive behind mushing. Despite the struggle that each race
presents, the dogs make the effort worthwhile.
school was not something he wanted to pursue any longer.
“Every race in the middle of it I think this is the stupidest
Even while at SLUH, DeCaro’s school experience was not typical. He explained that while there were little moments of insight in thing—I’m tired of it, I’m miserable, I’m cold, I’m hungry, I’m
the classroom, for the most part he struggled to engage himself at never going to do this again,” said DeCaro. “And then I get to the
finish line and I’m like, ‘This is the funnest thing ever. When’s the
SLUH.
“I didn’t challenge myself in high school. Doing this has really next one?’”
taught me more about myself that anything else I have ever done. I
can do it. I’ve shown I can get through really crappy experiences, Note: You can access DeCaro’s Iditarod blog at
really tough times,” said DeCaro. “Some people learn that from
davedecaro.wordpress.com
high school football. I learned it from this.”
So instead of staying in school, DeCaro headed for the mountains of Alaska, which felt like a better fit.
“I just wanted to live in the mountains out in the middle of
nowhere,” said DeCaro. “It’s just beautiful up here.”
When DeCaro first arrived in Alaska in 2005, he worked as a
maintenance worker at a summer lodge. The owners of the lodge
also owned a small kennel of 24 dogs and invited DeCaro to stay
the winter and help train them. Five years later, DeCaro has not left.
Open to all and anyone, STUCO needs you to
He has since moved north to the small town of Denali where he
works year round for kennel owner, professional racer, and Iditarod
create a Spring Fling T-Shirt design. The winchampion Jeff King.
ning design, one that upholds SLUH’s age-old
While DeCaro still enjoys hiking and playing mandolin in his
tradition of finely-crafted shirts, will be massfree time, most days—no matter the season—consist of intense
training of the 70-plus dogs at the kennel. In the summer, DeCaro
produced and sold to the student body. If this
leads older dogs on long swims. In the fall, he begins longer runs,
fits your forte, we advise you to submit to a
following the team on a four-wheeler. And in the winter, training
kicks into high gear.
STUCO officer immediately.
When the snow arrives in November, DeCaro and the team
begin to build base miles. By midseason they are taking 60-mile
Photo courtesey of David DeCaro

Spring Fling
T-Shirt Design Contest
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SLUH hosts choral clinic
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Kevin Kimes
Reporter
oth of SLUH’s varsity and regular
choruses spent most of the day in a
choral clinic run yesterday by St. Louis U.
High choral teacher Joseph “Doc” Koestner along with instructors from Notre
Dame High School, Incarnate Word Academy, and St. Elizabeth’s Academy. The
girls’ choruses attended to sing with the
boys as well as perform their own pieces.
	The choruses were primarily directed
and taught by Dr. Laura Lane, professor of
music and director of choral activities at
Knox College in Galesburg, Illinois.
“I think the clinic went well,” said sophomore Adam Hunn, who sings on SLUH’s
varsity chorus. “I learned a lot and Dr. Lane
was very instructive and helpful.”

B

RIFLE

Lane, who taught the combined chorus how to properly sing the “Cum Sancto
Spritu,” a piece by Baroque composer Antonio Vivaldi, said, “It’s always fun for me
to go to another place and work with new
people. I especially enjoyed working with
the men. Not only is there a lot of talent, but
Doc’s (Koestner’s) training and preparation
allowed us to do some very cool things with
the music since we didn’t have to go over
basic topics such as notes.”
The boys finished with a performance of
their song “Sacramento Sis Joe,” a combination of two folk songs on which Lane also
instructed the guys.
“The clinic is a fantastic opportunity for
our students to sing mixed chorus repertoire
under a renowned choral director, and we
were very fortunate to have Dr. Lane travel
all this way to help us,” said Koestner.

the Shooting Olympic Training Center in
Colorado Springs, Colo., for Apr. 10-19.
According to the USA Olympics Shooting
website, Barber and Hermsmeier will be able
to lodge at the Olympic Training Center to
experience what it is like to train and live like
Olympians. The top two finalists at Nationals
make the Junior Olympic Rifle Team.
“It’ll be awesome to shoot where Olympians shoot and practice,” said Barber, who
intends to have four to five more matches
Senior Junior Olympian Dan Hermsmeier lines up a shot. before Nationals.
Hermsmeier, who is signing to a shooting
wanted to go back to the Junior Olympics
because I had a lot of fun last year. And school for college hopes to use this experiI’m really excited to go because one of the ence to catapult him onto the Olympic Rifle
highlights of the year (is going) just because Team for the 2012 London Olympics.
“I’m going to go to as many (tryouts for
you get to meet Olympians who shoot on the
the Olympic team) as I can,” said HermsOlympic team.”
For the National Championships, meier.
both Barber and Hermsmeier will travel to
(from 1)
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Rock and Roll

Senior band Plainview’s Body On a Wire EP
release show tonight!
Fubar - 3108 Locust
Doors open at 6:30 p.m., show starts at 7:00 p.m.
$8 (plus $2 minor surcharge)

Featuring senior band Sumus Vulgus
and sophomore band Morning View Drive
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develop this season as he is the best varsity
returner for the 110 high hurdles.
	The middle-distance squad has high
hopes for this season. Senior Nick Seckfort
will be aiming for the individual State title
in the open 800. Seckfort finished second
at last year’s meet and is the top returner
in the state. Seckfort also has his eyes on
the state 800 record, which is 1:49.87 and a
23-year-old record. Seckfort ran 1:53.74 at
last year’s state meet.
“Winning the 800 is a big goal,” said
Seckfort. “It would be really hard, but I want
to go for it.”
	Another goal for Seckfort this year is
for he and his teammates to defend their 4
x 800 relay State championship. Seckfort
and senior Caleb Ford both return from
last year’s team. Junior Dan Raterman also
looks to be a part of that squad this season.
Right now, the fourth and final member will
depend on race performance. Junior track
newcomer Ben Emnett is a strong candidate

HOCKEY
(from 7)

the Jr. Bills hung on to defeat CBC 2-1 thanks
to 43 saves by Ragland.
“The win definitely raised the confidence
of the team going into the playoffs. CBC has
always been a powerhouse and to beat them
twice in one season has never been done by
the U. High,” said junior Matt Potter.
	After easily beating Francis Howell
North in the first round of the playoffs, SLUH
took on the determined Kirkwood Pioneers.
Kirkwood gave the Jr. Bills quite a scare by
winning the first game. However, SLUH
bounced back to win the rematch as well as
the mini game to take the series.
The semifinal clash that ended SLUH’s
playoff run was against the DeSmet team that
had SLUH’s number all year long. SLUH
put up a valiant fight, but DeSmet had just
enough to outlast the Jr. Bills and make it to
the State final, which they eventually won.
	Towards the end of the U. High’s season,
the fans rallied around hockey team, and the
players were very appreciative. Senior captain Kurt Eisele wanted to thank the student
body for making hockey so much fun.
	As this chapter in the book of SLUH
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as well as seniors David Fleming and Brian
Lickenbrock. Both put in heavy training this
winter.
	The distance squad will be the core of
team as a whole. The majority of the points
at the state meeting in May will come from
this squad. Ford and Junior Tim “T-rack”
Rackers will both try and qualify in both the
1600 and 3200 at the State meet.
“I want to see what I can make of this
track season after a great XC season,” said
Rackers.
“This season could be as perfect as my
signature,” joked Ford.
	The team will try to qualify three athletes
in the 3200 this season. That requires three
members of the team to run a 9:42, which
has been the average of the eighth place
finisher at the State meet over the past five
seasons.
Senior Emmett Cookson, who holds
a 9:50 3200 m personal best, will work to
achieve that time before districts so he can
compete at the state meet. If Cookson does

not run a 9:42 that still does not rule him out
at State as the coaches can still put him in at
districts over other runners on the team.
Juniors Joe Meier, Alan Ratermann,
Riley Konzen, and sophomore Michael
McLaughlin have all come off strong cross
country seasons hoping to make a push to
big-time varsity results this track season.
“We finished third at the State meet
last year, and it was great. But we want to
do better than that this year,” said distance
coach Tom Flanagan to the entire team on
Monday afternoon.
	The varsity WeMissLinharesbills kick
off their season on Tuesday, March 23 with
the MCC Relays held at SLUH, and then the
Gateway Invitational on Saturday, March 27,
at Wash. U. The JV and C athletes will have
their first competition at SLUH on Friday,
March 19.
	Come out, watch, and support the Trackbills’ journey for joy in Jefferson City at the
State meet in May.

hockey comes to an end, so do the careers
of six seniors—Jimmy Butler, Kurt Eisesle,
Brandon Eversgerd, Kyle Felts, Phil Luongo,
and Greg Place. These seniors combined to
create over 32 percent of SLUH’s goals in
the regular season. The talent and experience
present in this group will be missed.
But despite these graduations, SLUH
has a very bright future. Ragland, who at the
beginning of the season jokingly prophesied
that he would become a “household name,”
received two High School Athlete of the
Week awards and ended the season with
the most shutouts in the league. He will be
returning along with top defenders including
juniors Jimmy Berger, Hoffman, and one of
SLUH’s most unsung heroes, Judge.
	Although a few key scorers will be
lost, the SLUH offense will be relying on
sophomores Trent Lulow and Dan Warnecke,
who combined to produce 21 goals, or over
25 percent of the team’s total goals this
season.
	Also, SLUH’s top scorer, freshman
phenom Chase Berger, who contributed 16
goals this year, will return.
“In all honesty, seeing all the firepower

everyone else is losing and also seeing who
we have returning, it’s either State champs
or bust next year,” said Hoffmann.
“Our goalie and defense stepped up,”
said coach Charlie Busenhart, “We did better
than a lot of people predicted in the preseason,
and even though we are losing six seniors,
I think we should finish in the top four next
year.”

Prep News
Lexicon
		

obfuscate

verb
1. to confuse, bewilder, or stupefy
2. to make obscure or unclear
3. to darken
Synonyms: 1. muddle, perplex 2.
cloud
Antonym: 1. clarify
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Sports

EVANS AWARD

(from 2)
around here (at SLUH).”
Moran said of his choice to nominate
Evans, “Evans represents us out in a lot of
different communities. I go to a number
of different events here in the city or even
nationally now where someone has come
into contact with him and the work he’s doing outside of the building. So, I think there
are a lot of people that would recognize the
work that he does with our own students or
with our admissions process, with our current
parents, with our faculty.”
“He’s often at national Jesuit conventions and conferences representing (SLUH),
and talking about issues of diversity with

other Jesuit high schools,” Moran continued.
“He is routinely presenting some of his own
initiatives and some of the other work we do
here to other schools as an example of how
to confront issues of diversity.”
“To be honest, when (Moran) asked,”
said Evans of his nomination, “I (thought),
‘Don’t embarrass me. Do the work. Don’t
do it for the accolades, you do it because it’s
the right thing to do,’ and I was honored that
he felt like I was doing something special.
I’m really only trying to do what I believe
is in the best interests of the students I work
with.”
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Fun Fact
Three stipulations determine
whether a year is a leap year or
not:
—the year must be evenly divisible by four
—the year cannot be divisible
by 100
—unless, the year is evenly divisible by 400, in which case it is a
leap year

ELLINGTON

(from 2)
idea back in fall of 2009, after reflecting on a National Endowment
for the Humanities summer seminar he attended in 2007 called
“Teaching Jazz as American Culture.”
	After receiving approval from Assistant Principal for Diversity
Rob Evans and presenting his first Jazz Diversity presentation,
Kovarik began compiling his current presentation on Ellington,
planning for it to coincide with his senior class’s studying of the
Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man, a novel which deals with jazz and
the struggles of African Americans.
“I thought it would be a good tie-in with that class, but then
the topic is broad enough and general interest enough that anyone
could get into it even without being in the class,” said Kovarik.
	Though it is optional, Kovarik believes his audience will be
more interested, allowing for a more engaging experience than the
school-wide and full class presentations.
“I think the nice thing about the optional presentations is that
you can self-select and get some guys that are more interested in
the topic,” said Kovarik. “And I hope it will give them something
interesting to think about and teach them something they haven’t
considered before and maybe give them a way into listening to Ellington’s music.”
	The optional presentation will be held in the Commons during
activity period on March 10 and is open to all.

PN Political Musing of the Week
“A liberal is a conservative who has
been arrested.”
-Tom Wolfe

Forecast printed with permission of the
National Weather Service.
St. Louis, MO Weather Service Office
Phone: 636-441-8467
Compiled by Nick Fandos and Conor
Gearin
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by Patrick O’Leary

Meet Mrs. Bundren
Calendar

Friday, March 5
Schedule R
Junior Kairos Retreat
Diversity Mass 8:30am
LAX Meeting 4pm
AP Snack—Mozzarella Sticks
Lunch: Special—Pasta with Garlic Cheese
Bread
Healthy—Baked Pollock

Monday, March 8
Schedule R
So. Bonus Reading AP
Sr. Tux Fitting AP
College Rep. Visits AP:
U. of Missouri, St. Louis—M115
AP Snack—Pizza Sticks
Lunch: Special—Toasted Ravioli
Healthy—Seasoned Chicken Filet

Saturday, March 6
Father-Son Community Service 8am
JV Scholar Bowl 9am
LAX Jamboree
RUG vs. Eureke 12pm
INL vs. Rockwood Summit 4pm (The
Wheel)
C INL vs. Fort Zumwalt South 10:30pm
(Queeny)

Tuesday, March 9
Schedule R
STUCO Blood Drive 9am
National Latin Exam AP
Sr. Tux Fitting AP
Rosary @ Chapel AP
BBALL Banquet 6pm
AP Snack—Quesa Rolls
Lunch: Special—Chicken Rings
Healthy—Szechwan Meatballs

From the PN Archives
The following advertisement ran two weeks in a row in December
of 1999:
“Wanted: Have aquarium and water, but I am looking for equipment
for the aquarium: filter, heater, ph kit, etc. Will pay bottom dollar—
either in United States currency or burned out husks of ancient
Oldsmobiles. Please see R. Moran in Homeroom 201.”
—Vol. 56, Issue 16; Dec. 20, 1991
The Prep News has since spoken to Moran for an update. A
student volunteered the required equipment free of charge, and Moran furnished it as the home of several fish named after characters
from the 1980s courtroom drama Matlock.
“My daughter was quite fond of Matlock,” Moran explained late
Thursday night before his customary late night grading session.
The aforementioned “burned out husk” was in fact what remained of Moran’s mother’s car that he agreed to sell for her. After
posting an advertisement in the classifieds of the St. Louis PostDispatch, a potential buyer expressed interest to test-drive the car.
On the morning of said appointment, Moran started the car without
incident to heat it up and then went back inside. Approximately 15
minutes later, Moran reemerged from his Kingshighway home to
the sight of “20-foot flames” emerging from the Oldsmobile.
Moran had planned to sell the car for $400, but the insurance
payment his mother received after the fire was $800. Moran expressed
relief that he was not investigated for insurance fraud.
The aquarium is once again in disuse, and Moran has offered
it to the bidder that offers the most burnt-out car husks.
			
—compiled by Nick Fandos and Eric Lewis
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March 5 - March 12
Wednesday, March 10
Schedule R
STUCO Forum AP
ACES/PAL Sessions 5:30pm
AP Snack—Nachos
Lunch: Special—Steak & Cheese
Healthy—BBQ Burger
Thursday, March 11
Schedule R
Choral Clinic
So. Class Mass AP
College Rep. Visits AP:
Southern Illinois U., Carbondale—
M115
POLO Blue/White and Meeting
AP Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch: Special—Papa Johns Pizza
Healthy—Baked Mostaciolli
Friday, March 12
No classes

					

Photo of the Week
photo courtesy of dr. rick kuebel

The St. Louis U. High basketball seniors gather together to hoist the
runner-up plaque after their game against Webster on Friday.

