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News Feature

Computer technology
takes over academic life
Matt Bettonville
Editor in Chief
“
nything I want to do online, I basically have to do here,” said junior Hans
Brende, one of the less than one percent of
students who do not have home Internet
access, according to a Prep News survey

A

of 239 students that was administered this
week. Brende said that at times, he has
had to write out long term papers by hand,
then type them at a local library.
“Usually I could get (my school
work) done, but it’s been a big pain,” said
Brende.
In adapting to changes
in St. Louis U. High’s
educational technology,
over 91 percent of students surveyed said they
were able to keep up with
school work easily. The
remaining nine percent
said they felt their access
to the Internet was less
than sufficient to keep
up with school work. A
substantial amount of
a student’s day-to-day
school work requires
the computer utilities of
word processing, Internet access, and website
photo by connor blanquart

accounts, yet SLUH does not require any
standard of technology or connectedness
for its students.
Principal John Moran said that SLUH
tries to integrate the tools that students “have
in their hands” with the other technologies
that students “need in their hands and want
in their hands” to enhance education and
to prepare them for the heavily computeroriented lifestyle of modern colleges.
“We’re trying to reach students where
they naturally are already,” said Moran.
	A few main areas that have surfaced
regarding the integration of technology are
the availability of computers and Internet
access to students; the use of Zimbra, the
new school e-mail system instituted at the
beginning of the school year; and the use of
individual laptops in classes.
Computer and Internet availability
	Education can certainly survive without
computers, but many classes require students
to be on a computer nightly to type long-term

Students crowd into the library during activity period for computer use.

see TECH, 10

Issue 6

Parking lot
sinkhole
filled

Eric Lewis
Core Staff
he southeast corner of the St. Louis
U. High student parking lot reopened
during school on Wednesday. The lot had
been barricaded since Sept. 9 because of
the discovery of a sinkhole.
The private contracting firm Byrne and
Jones was hired to discover the source of the
depression, to fill it up in order to prevent
future issues, and to repave the damaged
section of parking lot. Their procedure was
to first over-excavate the area surrounding
the depression in order to find the hole into
which the material underneath the parking
lot drained.
Upon finding the source of the problem,
the drained material was compacted, and a
layer of riprap was placed on top. Riprap is
an assortment of large rocks used to combat
erosion. The riprap layer was compacted
before being covered by one and a half inch
minus, a type of aggregate similar to gravel
except for the fine rock powder that coheres
the larger pieces together; it forms a dense,
uninterrupted rock layer.
This final layer was compacted, and
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Jazz Diversity
Spirit Week 2009
Series to kick Tree dedication Contests, dress
off Tuesday
held for Zandstra days shape week
Patrick O’Leary
Core Staff
s part of the first ever school-wide diversity series,
SLUH will welcome Washington University’s Gerald Early, Ph.D. next week as part of the “Jazzuit Education,” or Jazz Diversity Series.
	Evans said that the all-school kickoff will take place
Tuesday with the presentation by Early.
	Early has been featured in Ken Burns’ documentaries
on jazz and baseball, both of which aired on PBS. He is the
author of The Culture of Bruising: Essays on Prizefighting,
Literature, and Modern American Culture which won him
the 1994 National Book Critics Circle award for criticism,
among other works. He earned his B.A. in English Literature
at the University of Pennsylvania and his M.A. and Ph.D.
in English Literature at Cornell University. At Washington
University he works as a professor of African and AfricanAmerican studies, American Culture Studies, and English.
Early is also the director of the Center for the Humanities
there.
	English teacher Frank Kovarik conceived the idea of a
jazz diversity series last spring when the Diversity Council
was formed to try to find a way to increase education about
diversity. The group settled on the theme of jazz for the
inaugural year and then tried to find the best way to expose
students to this genre of music.
	Director of Diversity Robert Evans said that one of the
challenges in forming this program was to embody diversity
in jazz and help students learn while appealing to both firsttime listeners and life-long jazz fans.
	The council was formed to create a “cultural enrichment program at the school along the lines of diversity,”
said Evans. He said the council felt that “we could use jazz
to have a lot of different types of conversations.”
Chien seemed excited about the opportunity for students
to be “encouraged to have contact with (another) culture
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Mike Lumetta
Core Staff
espite including the usual fare of a high-spirited
pop-culture parody, a boisterous three-point competition, and the ever-popular Wet Billies, this year’s Spirit
Week also featured a break from the traditional: a tree
dedication. Monday morning, the class of 2010 and other
members of the St. Louis U. High community convened
outside the Danis Field House to commemorate their
classmate Chris Zandstra, who died of cancer on Sept. 2,
2007 at the beginning of his sophomore year.
	After the bell rang to mark the end of second period,
students slowly gathered outside the Danis Field House.
Many had donned blue CZ shirts for the occasion; most
wore the older, royal blue version, although some had the
lighter blue T-shirt. A dozen seniors near
the front of the assembly held blue or white
balloons. Zandstra’s family sat near the
tree in the shadow of the looming field
house.
	Senior Vice President of Pastoral Activities James Fister began the dedication
with an introduction and prayer before
turning the podium over to Zandstra’s
friend and theology teacher Fr. Michael
Marchlewski.
	Marchlewski said that when anyone
great dies, they leave behind a forest.
“That’s one tree, but you are the forest,
you seniors,” he said, pointing to the
tree.
He then showed the dedication plaque
to the assembly. He read the inscription:
“Beloved classmate and friend Christopher L. Zandstra, 2010, in gratitude for
his faith, love, and continuing spirit at
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see DEDICATION, 11

Andrew Kastner
Reporter
t. Louis U. High’s annual Spirit Week kicked off this
Monday, combining themes of remembrance, tradition, and fun to create an atmosphere of brotherhood
for all classes. Consisting of special dress code themes
and events during activity period each day, Spirit Week
aimed to build up and serve as an outlet for school spirit,
as well as provide activities for the school’s enjoyment
before the arrival of first quarter exams. Student Council
designed this year’s Spirit Week to build up to Rocktoberfest, which takes place tomorrow, while at the same
time enjoying many classic SLUH Spirit Week traditions
along the way.
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see SPIRIT WEEK, 10

photo by Mr. Matt Sciuto

Freshman breakdancing extraordinaire Andrew Trinh wows the crowd at Jr. Billy Idol on Tuesday.
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Orator Thompson discusses high
school stress with SLUH parents
Luke Chellis
Core Staff
ationally-renowned school psychologist and author Dr. Michael Thompson presented last week at October’s faculty in-service day as well as at a separate
event hosted for parents.
	At the in-service last Friday, Thompson
spoke on the “psychological experiences of
students of color in independent schools,”
according to Assistant Principal for Diversity
Robert Evans.
	The in-service day was entirely devoted
to this topic in an effort to make teachers
“aware of an experience different from the
norm,” said Evans. At his address to the
parents, however, Thompson lectured and
answered questions about “the pressured
child.”
	The structure of the faculty day began
with morning Mass in the chapel. After
breakfast in the Currigan Room, faculty
members moved to the library where the
Diversity Council (DC) framed the issue of
diversity at St. Louis U. High as well as their
expectations for the day, “to set the stage
where we are, where we come from, and
where we’re going on our racial diversity,”
said Evans.
Next, Thompson gave his one and a halfhour long lecture followed by small group
discussions facilitated by DC members.
	After lunch, teachers were given the
opportunity of another 45 minutes with
Thompson in a question-and-answer format.
The day ended with a school-wide discussion
facilitated by DC members Frank Corley and
Anne Marie Lodholz over “pressing issues
(and) sentiments” that came up in the small
groups, said Evans. At the same time, the
administration debriefed Thompson as a
leadership team.

N

Violinists
from China
to perform in
theatre

Edward Rolwes
Reporter
n Monday of next week, two violinists from the St. Louis Symphony
Orchestra (SLSO), Hiroko Yoshida and
Ling Ling Guan, will be performing for
St. Louis U. High during activity period
in the theater. The performance has been
organized by Chinese teacher Ching-Ling
Tai.
“I heard that there are many string players in our school orchestra, so I thought it
would be good inspiration for our students
to have St. Louis Symphony violinists for
a demonstration,” said Tai.
	According to the SLSO website,
Yoshida, a graduate of the Julliard School
of Music, has won many music awards.
Along with being a member of the SLSO
for 30 years, Yoshida also plays in the St.
Louis Chamber Music Society and teaches
violin. Her students have won national and
state recognition. Yoshida is a part of the
First Violins in the SLSO.
	Guan, who received her Artist Diploma
in violin performance from Boston University, has performed with the Boston Symphony Orchestra and the Pittsburg Symphony
Orchestra prior to her fifteen years with the
SLSO. Guan is a part of the Second Violins
in the SLSO.
	Yoshida and Guan will be performing
the Concerto for Two Violins by Bach, the
Concerto in A Minor by Vivaldi, and Duo
for Two Violins by Mozart.

O

	This faculty in-service day, as all others planned for this year, took place over
the course of a full day, rather than over a
half-day. Moran said the goal this year was
to have a faculty in-service every month in
addition to the faculty retreats in April and
February.
“My experience last year are half-days
are not enough time to delve deeply into the
issues and get conversations going about
what’s SLUH going to do,” said Moran.
“This is the way schools do it. When
something’s important, you take a day off, set
aside time for it. Issues Day is a great example
of it,” said Baudendistel. “However, on this
topic by 2:00 p.m., we were forced.”
	According to Evans, the idea to invite
Thompson began with an article he coauthored with the director of graduate support
at Nativity Preparatory School in Boston
Kathy Shultz over the same topic he spoke
about at SLUH. Evans read the article three
to four years ago and shared it with Moran
last spring. Because of his previous work
in schools in Boston, Moran was familiar
with Thompson’s work and supportive of
the idea.
“(Thompson) seemed to really understand all-boys schools, and I’m always
interested in bringing in outside speakers if
we can,” said Moran. Moran also mentioned
that title money is available through the
city that ultimately comes from the federal
government for this sort of professional
development.
“I’ll give a lot of appreciation to Mr.
Evans and the Diversity Council for organizing the day—it’s a lot to coordinate,” said
Moran.
	Thompson’s lecture focused on what he
outlined as “six particularly difficult psychological experiences” felt by students of color:
social loneliness, racial visibility and social
invisibility, class and cultural discomfort
among white parents and administrators,
the burden of explaining oneself to white
people, completing studies at a demanding
school with minimal parent participation,

and the burden of being grateful for the opportunity.
“I found Dr. Thompson engaged the
faculty very well,” said Moran. “It’s difficult
to come from outside. He had a good sense
of humor, which helps. He came from an
all-boys’ school, which helps.”
“I took away that just that we’re not
alone in looking for solutions,” said guidance counselor and DC facilitator for the
Counseling Department small group session
Nina See. “His experience was so vast. He
had so many examples of people working
hard to be inclusive. We can learn from other
people.”
“I need that,” said physics teacher Paul
Baudendistel. “I needed to be made more
aware of what my students of color might
be going through. I needed to know that
ignoring conditions under which the student
comes to us can be interpreted as disinterest.
… I need to pry a little more.”
	According to Lodholz and Evans, during the final faculty session both questions
and solution ideas were raised. Lodholz
also noted that as a Jesuit school with high
academic standards, SLUH inherently limits
its capability for diversity. “How do you
have diversity with a school like that?” she
asked. “His insight was very experiential.”
“The point is for us to really talk about
the day. We spent the majority of the time
talking about a return visit … no specific
plan just what it would look like—do the
same thing with parents as well,” Moran
said of the debriefing with Thompson.
According to Evans, approximately 300
to 325 parents attended Thompson’s lecture
on Thursday of last week. Thompson lectured
for about 50 minutes and then spent about
45 to answer parents’ questions.
	Evans said his sense of the talk was to
“relax and give students space to grow and
develop.”
“It was pretty good. I really enjoyed it,”
said Evans. “Not only did I learn from it,
he entertained me, too. And I didn’t expect
that.”

Daniel Meehan
Reporter
new teacher from Beijing, Qiujuan
Zhang, will help teach Chinese at St.
Louis U. High on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Zhang, or Cathy as she is known by
students and staff, comes from Webster
University.
Zhang was born
in Beijing, China and
attended college at the
Beijing Language and
Culture University
(BLCU), where she received her bachelor’s
degree in English Education and her Mas- Chinese teacher Qiujuan
Zhang
ter’s in Linguistics.
After graduating from BLCU in 2003, Zhang
applied for a job there and started in 2006,
teaching English to Chinese students.
Zhang’s opportunity to come to America
was made possible because one of BLCU’s
sponsors is the Confucius Institute, a nonprofit public institute which aims at promoting Chinese language and culture by supporting local Chinese teaching internationally.
According to Zhang, BLCU is connected
to Webster University through the Confucius
institute, “so I was sent here to teach Chinese
for two years,” she said. Zhang was excited
for the opportunity to teach abroad and

eagerly accepted the offer.
“The Webster University office of the
Confucius Institute is actually located on
their downtown campus,” Zhang said, “so
actually I’m working there.”
Zhang recently taught Chinese to some
local businessmen on the downtown campus.
Zhang became affiliated with SLUH when
she met Chinese teacher Ching-Ling Tai at
the grand opening of the St. Louis branch
of the Confucius Institute, which took place
on Webster’s downtown campus last February.
Zhang’s role here at SLUH will consist
of working as Tai’s assistant on Tuesdays
and Thursdays until the end of the year. She
will be focusing on basic Chinese language
skills and culture. According to Zhang she
uses various teaching methods such as PowerPoint, lecturing, and online homework.
On the differences between teaching
in China and teaching here, Zhang said, “In
China if the teacher is teaching Chinese,
the whole class is in Chinese, but here, the
students don’t have this sort of language
background, so for the beginning student, we
have to teach Chinese in English. It’s totally
different.” Nevertheless, Zhang said she has
adapted to her new teaching method.
St. Louis is the first place she has been
to in the U.S. to teach, and she likes it so far.
Zhang said, “The boys are all very nice.”

Chinese teacher
Zhang to visit classes
A
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KUHI to host
skit show
next week

Danny Hogan
Reporter
he KUHI TV club is bringing “Saturday Night Live” (SNL) to St. Louis
U. High with the addition of a comedy skit
show. All skits will be written, produced,
and performed by students and will poke
fun at an assortment of school-related topics as well as world and contemporary issues.
	Although some skits will be original,
such as a freshman superhero character,
others may be structured similarly to SNL,
like commercial parodies and the “Weekend
Update.” These new comedy skits will differentiate from SLUH trailers because they
will be purely for entertainment purposes and
will not promote any particular events.
	The show will premier at the end of
October and will air once a month for the
rest of the school year. The shows will air
late in the week, perhaps on Thursday or
Friday. KUHI TV advisor Tim O’Neil says
that the club has been knocking around the
skit show idea for about three years, but that
they weren’t ready to get it going until they
had the news show running well.
	Sophomore Brad Hoffmeister, who is
involved in the skits’ production, said that
working on the show involves “laughing
(and) coming up with funny stuff to make
other people laugh.”
	The club is hopeful that this new entertainment format will greatly increase its
student participation. Any student who wants
to participate or contribute his ideas should
meet with O’Neil in the Social Studies office
or e-mail him at toneil@sluh.org.
“The door is open to anyone who wants
to help,” said O’Neil.

T

SINKHOLE
(from 1)

pavement was reapplied on top on Monday.
On Wednesday, the lines were repainted, and
Schaeffer Electric, another private company,
reinstalled the lights.
“We needed to make sure that that area
was solid before we started repairing any of
the ground on top of it,” Director of Facilities
Joe Rankin said of the lengthy process.
	The initial estimate for this repair was
near $70,000, but, according to Rankin, “it’s
going to be less than that because when we
were doing that work … we didn’t really
take away any pavement that we didn’t need
to.”
	Although the parking lot had been
prepared, there is still a large depression in
the concrete of Drury Plaza in front of the
archway entrance. Concrete borings revealed
that the cause is an approximately seven-byten foot void from which gravel has been
washed away. The same process will be
followed to repair this sinkhole, but Byrne
and Jones has not yet offered an estimate.
“I don’t want to pull that out yet this
week because we have the Sci Fest going
on this weekend,” Rankin said. Sci Fest is
St. Louis’ celebration of the International
Science Festival, and the St. Louis Science
Center is hosting the event.
“It’s not like it’s a safety issue at this
point, because we’ve got it all fenced off,”
Rankin continued.
	Considering the possibility of future
sinkholes, Rankin said, “You try to follow
that process of determining where the problems are and making sure you’ve rectified
the situation, just like we’ve done in the past,
and we’ve been commended on.”

Take a look at the PN web site at
sluh.org/prepnews to see archived
issues, photos, and more.

October 9, 2009

Opinion

Volume 74, Issue 6

Q&A with Diane Klenke, mother of
Chris Zandstra, ‘10
Ben Kim
News Editor
sat down with Diane Klenke, the mother of Chris Zandstra, during third period on Monday after Chris’ Tree
Dedication and asked her about Chris. The following is
the transcription of the interview. In this article, ellipses
represent passes unless otherwise noted.

I

Prep News: I know SLUH was such an important part
of Chris’ life. Is it still painful to return here again for
a tree dedication?
Diane Klenke: Not this year. As the years go by in grief, the
grief changes. The first year or the sophomore year after

he passed, I was here a lot. And I think it was sort of part
of the denial stage of death, and you’re used to a certain
routine, and that routine just doesn’t change over night. So
you know it was Friday night, he was the football manager,
so I thought Chris should be here Friday night, so I would
be here Friday nights, so this is where I have to be. Or this
is the Mother-Son Mass, and Chris and I would be here, so
this is where I have to be. And then last year, I didn’t come
here very much because it was a little further out, life had
changed, the stages of grief had changed, and I felt, at that
point, like that I was the mother of a student who passed.
And I didn’t really feel … um it’s not comfortable because
your student body and faculty has always made me feel very
welcome and very much at home here. But I thought, “My

Letter to the Editors

see KLENKE, 9

Fister, STUCO outline Rocktoberfest
Dear Student Body,
	This has been a tremendous week. We have witnessed
so much school spirit, ranging from the crazy antics of Jr.
Billy Idol, to the domination of Mike Mayberger in the
Three Pont Contest, but the week is not over yet! Today,
after school, you will have yet another chance to show
your spirit; at six o’clock tonight, we will paint up for the
all school Running of the Bills. The location is yet to be
announced, so stay tuned. We also have a limited amount
of paint, so get there early!
	You may be thinking that the fun ends there, but oh, are
you wrong. This Saturday is SLUH’s reinstated Fall Festival,
this year called RocktoberFest. This is an event meant to
tie up our Sprit Week with a night of food, music, friends,
and fun. RocktoberFest is taking place this Saturday on the
field next to the Danis Field House. It will go from 5-11pm,
with the fun and food starting at 5 and the music starting at
6. Look forward to bobbing for apples, a raffle (prizes to be
announced later), a pie-eating contest, a dunking booth (featuring local teachers, possibly [most definitely] Mr. Evans),
face painting, performances by the Circus Club and African
Drumming Club, and fire pits and pumpkin carvings. The
Tailgating Club will be providing barbecue for the evening,
including hot-dogs and hamburgers for sale. There will be
Gus’ Pretzels sold all evening and even some homemade
hot chocolate and homemade pumpkin pies for sale. The
musical entertainment for the night features sophomore
bands Taking Everest and Morning View Drive, junior band
Dead of ’92, and senior bands Sumus Vulgus, Plainview,
and Tuxedo Park. One and all are welcome to join us for
this night of mayhem. Bring your parents, brothers, sisters,
friends (real or imaginary), children, and pets.
	Some of you may be asking, though, what is all this
for? Does STUCO get all of the money? Are they still
money hungry even after the haul from the Back to School
Mixer? How does this relate to the horrendous but oddly
catchy songs played at lunch? Well actually, this all ties
into our fall fundraiser for this year. STUCO has decided
to host Operation Sunscreen as its fundraiser for the fall
of ’09. This operation, founded by Karen Irwin, the aunt
of Tim O’Brien, ’10, is an organization that sends care
packages every year to Missouri National Guard troops
stationed in Iraq and Afghanistan. These care packages

include sunscreen, toiletries, books, disposable wash cloths,
lip protector, snacks, and glass cleaner for their visors and
helmets. These packages mean so much to our soldiers,
who, when on extended leave, have minimal contact with
us back home. It is nice for them to receive anything from
home, to let them know we are thinking of them. Operation
Sunscreen stresses the fact that it is NOT supporting war in
any way shape of form. It is simply showing soldiers from
our own state that people back home care for them and are
thinking of them. All of the money raised in the coming
weeks will go directly to sending more care packages to
more troops.
This brings me to our next point. We did the annoying
music, we will have RocktoberFest, but what is next? I am
proud to introduce you loyal readers the third stage of our
fall fundraiser: Penny Wars! For those of you who remember
this glorious event, rejoice at its return. For those of you who
do not recall Penny Wars or have never experienced it, let
me explain. All of next week and the week after, there will
be four ten-gallon water jugs set up outside of the cafeteria,
each with the name of one of the four grade levels. For the
two weeks, you are encouraged to donate money to Operation Sunscreen, each in his or her respective jug. The class
with the total amount of money wins the war at the end of
the second week. But why is it called a war, you ask? Here’s
the twist! It is not exactly just the amount of money that
makes you win, it is the amount of coins. You see, coins add
to your total. Each cent is worth one point. Bills, however,
DETRACT from your total. Where one hundred pennies is
one hundred points, a one-dollar bill is negative one hundred
points. Don’t worry, you are encouraged to put money in
any jug you see fit! Thus the war! Contact any member of
STUCO or your Homeroom Reps for more info. Oh and
by the way, two years ago, the sophomore class, the class
of 2010, won the Penny Wars. WE fully intend to keep the
title, and yes, that is a title.
	So your Student Council once again encourages you to
rock out at RocktoberFest, and try your best at Penny Wars,
raise money for Operation Sunscreen, and forever dedicate
our all to the Greater Glory of God.

	The Prep News is the student-run newspaper of St.
Louis U. High. With each passing year and the change of
leadership that comes with it, the Prep News has constantly
evolved. We are still evolving. Just 21 years ago, pages were
taped together before going to print, and even within the last
decade photos were taken from still frames of video footage.
This week, the Prep News is printing on newsprint for the
first time since 1960s—the only faculty member around
at that time was Joe Schulte. Considering the advances in
technology available to us, we feel as though this is the
natural next step in improving our newspaper.
	The Missourian Printing Company in Washington, Mo.,
will be printing the Prep News in a tabloid format for a few
issues this year; it printed the paper you are reading right
now. But because of budget constraints this will not be the
case every week. Instead we will alternate between our old
and new formats for the duration of this year and evaluate
the results to plan for the future.
	The Prep News will remain committed to content as
paramount. Our platform reads, “Despite our desire to make
the paper visually appealing, we commit ourselves not to
allow form to supersede substance.” We stand by this, and
will continue to strive each week to bring you a visually

pleasing paper containing superb content. But you help us
balance these two crucial aspects of our newspaper; we
need our readers to provide us with feedback so that we can
continue our improvement. Send us an e-mail at prepnews@
sluh.org, or come by our office on the second floor of the
Jesuit wing in room J220 and let us know what you think
of the tabloid format.
	This phased transition will allow us the time to assess
which changes are good, and which need further refinement.
But no matter the format, you can expect that we will work
to produce the best newspaper that we can each week.
We appreciate our readers’ support in the coming weeks
as we work through new challenges as they arise. We are,
as stated at the top of our newspaper, the student newspaper
of St. Louis University High School, and that means that
our readers, the members of the SLUH community, are part
of this process. We remain committed to informing and
entertaining our readers, so please work with us and let us
know which aspects of our new look you like, and which
we can improve.
We are very excited for the new opportunities ahead as
we carry on the continuous process of evolving.

Spirit Lifts Us Higher,
James Fister, ‘10, on behalf of Student Council

A Letter to Our Readers
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3

(from 1)
but not necessarily that they would be forced to do it.”
	According to Evans, the council organized two allschool events and a series of voluntary events, to focus on
jazz and in the process touch on issues of diversity. He said,
“We can have these conversations without the stigma of the
buzz word ‘diversity.’”
	English teacher Barbara Osburg referenced the summer reading book, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Nightime, “We got to talk about autism and those kinds of
differences, not because somebody came in and said, let’s
talk about autism but because we read a book together.”
She stressed that these types of common activities build
community while addressing important issues, without the
difficulties of addressing these issues directly.
	English teacher Steve Missey came up with the idea
of having Early speak and was the one who asked him to
visit. Evans, Lodholz, Chien, and Osburg seemed grateful
for his effort.
	Evans said Early is “a knowledgeable wealth of information as it relates to jazz, and music in general, and other
topics, too.”
Chien said she was most excited about hearing Early
speak. “I’m Chinese, I’m Taiwanese so jazz to me is kind
of like entertainment, and I don’t understand the culture too
much,” she said. “So, I’m excited to see how he’s going to
explain the role of jazz in American culture.”
Evans said Early’s presentation will be the first time
that many students are exposed to the idea of a cultural
diversity program. He said that the posters for the program,
created by junior Phil Nahlik, embody the theme “A Jazzuit
Education.” This theme illustrates SLUH’s effort to meet
the Ignation ideal of finding God in all things. He said “We
can find God in jazz and in music in general.”
	Evans said that the school will progress from the allschool assembly to more specific activities grouped by
class in November. The class activities will be followed
by optional lectures and performances.
“So, (the way we’re approaching this) is really fruitful
and thoughtful,” Evans said.
After the kickoff next week, there will be class discussions in November about various aspects of jazz. Osburg
will be teaching freshman on the topic “Where in the World
is Jazz.” Kovarik will speak to sophomores on the topic of
“Jazz and Gender.” Lodholz will be instructing juniors on
the topic of “Jazz and Civil Rights.” Assistant Principal
for Mission Jim Linhares will be talking to seniors about
“Spirituality in Miles Davis and Coltrane.” Lodholz said
there will be other faculty members who will help to facilitate
the discussions.
	Other scheduled events include dance performances
by Washington University’s Cecil Slaughter and Southern
Illinois University—Edwardsville’s Reggie Thomas in
Febuary.
	Evans has been communicating with dance teacher
Simonie Bieber to try to incorporate jazz into the dance
program at SLUH, and he has also been trying to work jazz
into SLUH’s music program.
Evans said the theme of jazz will extend to the Diversity
Film Series, which will try to empasize movies with themes
of jazz or jazz undertones.
	Evans said he is most looking forward to hearing Early
speak. He said that Missey, Kovarik, and Osburg, Lodholz,
and he have attended various programs about the relationship
between jazz and American culture through the National
Endowment for Humanities (NEH) offered by Early at
Wash. U.
Lodholz said, “We all kind of walked away with this
general ‘We should do something with this’ (sentiment),
and many of those individuals are on the diversity committee.”
Evans said, “It was an awesome experience, and I got
exposed to scholars from all over the world who specialized
in jazz, and Early was one of the people I held in high esteem
because of his breadth of knowledge. So, the opportunity
to hear him again (is) just awesome. I think students will
really enjoy what he has to say.”
	Evans was grateful to Missey because he “worked really
hard to make it happen for us and he pulled it off.”
Evans said, “Everyday we stop and we have our Examen
and we try to find God in our day, but God is everywhere.
He’s even in music and to take the opportunity to listen to
music and jazz which was initially a truly American art form
and now is a global language. I’m really looking forward
to having some really meaningful conversations with folks
about jazz and the umbrella of jazz.”

Corrections and Amplifications

-The Prep News published on Thursday, Oct. 1 last week,
but incorrectly ran the date as “Friday, October 1.”
-A goal attributed to senior Pat Macauley in last week’s
soccer article was actually scored by senior Joe Bettger.
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Soccer opens
Jr. Billiken
Classic with
7-0 blowout
Jacob Born, Rob Bertucci
Reporter, Sports Editor
his week, the St. Louis U. High Jr.
Bills (11-3-1) opened the Jr. Billiken
Classic with a blowout win against the
Lutheran South Lancers, 7-0.
	The Jr. Bill offense set the stage for
a SLUH-controlled game early. SLUH
forwards put pressure on the Lancers by
pushing the ball up the field and creating
scoring opportunities.
	Senior Matt Reda played a beautiful
ball to senior David Burr behind Lutheran
South’s defense to set up the first Jr. Bill
goal. Burr chipped the ball over the Lancer
goalie to give SLUH a 1-0 lead after only
two minutes of play.
	The Martelbills maintained possession for an overwhelming amount of time
throughout the first half. Lutheran South
rarely threatened, and when the ball found
its way into Jr. Bill territory, roaming freshman Joey Rund put a stop to any Lancer
offense.
	Senior captain Dom Hewitt joined in on
the scoring midway through the first half. He
found a shot off a rebound to increase the
Jr. Bill lead to 3-0.
“That was the best ten minutes we played
all year,” said Hewitt.
But the play of the night belonged to
seniors Matt Odem and Grant Welge. Odem
laid a beautiful pass across the middle, and
Welge met the ball in mid-air, heading it
past the Lutheran South goalie and into the
corner of the net.
With a comfortable lead, the Jr. Bills
were free to sub. Fresh legs came off the
bench and carried the team into halftime
with a 5-0 lead.
	The second half played out very similarly to the first. The Jr. Bill bench continued
to control the game. When he did see action,
senior goalie Luke Landolt managed to stop
any momentum the Lancers could piece
together.
	Two more goals, from junior Brian Bement and senior Zach Oppland, sealed the
7-0 victory for the Treemanbills.
With the victory, SLUH earned 11
points: seven points for seven goals, three
points for the win, and one point for pitching a shutout. This put the Jr. Bills in first
place of the Jr. Billiken Classic after their
first game. Second place Edwardsville has
six points.
	The victory also answered any questions
about how the Jr. Bills would deal with the
loss of senior captain Brysan Duvall.
“We probably played our best game of
the year the very next day against Duchesne,”
said head coach Charlie Martel. “That tells
me that the guys, although I think they are
disappointed, they took it in stride and they
have moved on.”
	Senior captain Joe Bettger has embraced
his new role in Duvall’s absence, notching
one goal and one assist in the last week. His
presence at midfield seems to “complete the
triangle,” said Hewitt, giving the Jr. Bills a
solid replacement for Duvall.
“Joe Bettger is one of our captains
and he has been coming back from a very
extended injury. We played him and he is
starting now in Brysan’s spot,” said Martel.
“Joe has taken that and done very well.”
	SLUH’s game against Edwardsville
last night was cancelled. The game will be
rescheduled for a later date next week. The
team will play Jefferson City on Saturday
at 2 p.m. at SLUH.
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Football stomps Vianney on the road
Team at .500 with first MCC win
Daniel Schmidt

way to SLUH’s 10-yard line.
However, the defense would have none
of it, holding strong under the shadow of
their own goal post.
	On second down, a bad shotgun snap
caused a loose ball that was gobbled up by
senior defensive lineman Adam Cruz, swing-

Reporter
he Jr. Bills are back at .500 after a convincing win last Friday night against
a highly-skilled Vianney team, as SLUH’s
offense made like a firecracker and went
off for 489 yards, while the defense held
the Griffins’ offense to its
lowest passing output of the
year (225 yards).
“They have a very potent
spread attack,” said senior
defensive tackle Andrew
Mackin. “The defense really
came to play, especially (senior linebacker) Daniel Jones
in his first start, with a sack,
a pick, and a couple of nice
tackles.”
	The IbelieveintheRamsbills first drive summarized
the whole game, except for its
outcome. The SLUH offense
led a fairly balanced attack,
with a lot of ground game while
sprinkling in some passes here
and there.
	The BryanMathewsbills
seemed poised to score as
sophomore wideout Stefan
Sansone took a pass from his
quarterback and classmate
Junior running back Lan Sansone charges through a defender
in last Friday’s win over Vianney.
Trevor McDonagh, to convert on
a gutsy fourth down play, putting SLUH on ing the momentum back to the Wingo?bills,
Vianney’s 20-yard line. Unfortunately the along with the ball. But the SLUH offense
boys in blue weren’t as lucky on the next failed to capitalize as McDonagh was interfourth down as McDonagh was apparently cepted for a second time.
stopped short on a fourth and one, though
On the ensuing return by Griffin Terry
it looked as though McDonagh had it by at Bujnak, Vianney would have scored if not
least two yards.
for a rare showing of athleticism by senior
	The defense started its domination by O-lineman Michael Gaines, who brought
forcing a quick three-and-out with senior down the returner at the SLUH 5. Sadly,
Joey “Big Game” Gorla getting a sack on the Griffins scored anyway, but failed on
third down. That set up a McDonagh TD the two-point conversion, making the score
pass to sophomore wide receiver Mitch Klug, 14-6.
who “Mossed” (the act of stripping one’s 	The MIZ!bills offense responded on
defender of his dignity) Vianney’s corner the next drive with McDonagh connecting
on a ridiculous hitch-and-go route.
with senior fullback Brendan Graczack for
On the following Griffin drive Vianney a seven-yard touchdown.
went into default mode with senior quarter- 	Vianney tried to score before the end
back Dalton Hewitt firing passes all over the of the half, but was thwarted on sacks by
field, just not effectively, and the Griffins Jones and Mackin, as SLUH went into the
punted again.
locker room with a 15-point lead and primed
After the next SLUH drive again ended to bust the game wide open.
with a touchdown as junior running back
In the second half, things got shaky
Lan Sansone scored on a run of two yards, for the ZOU!bills as Vianney scored off
the Griffins tried to counter, getting all the a Lan Sansone fumble to cut the lead to
eight points. Vianney then maintained the
momentum when McDonagh was picked
off a third time, and the Griffins got the ball
at the SLUH 17.
Fortunately, Jones came to the rescue
with a huge pick to keep Vianney stymied and
the lead safe. Sensing that they might have
woken a sleeping giant, the Bleedbluebills
marched 86 yards on nine plays (eight of
them runs) and scored on Sansone’s second
touchdown of the game, this one a five-yard
run.
“Lan played pretty amazing,” said
Graczack. “The line did well in opening up
holes, and Lan hit them hard and fast.”
Though Lan had finished his scoring for
the night (he finished with 46 carries for 241
yards), his younger brother Stephan had yet
to contribute offensively, though he finished
as the leading SLUH tackler with six. That
was until the fourth quarter.
With Stefan Sansone waiting at his own
twenty on Vianney’s sixth punt of the
Sophomore Paul Buehler makes a run past his de-
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fender in Tuesday’s win in the SoccerBills first game
of the Jr. Billiken Classic.

see PUNT, 11

preseaon
tourney

Sam Bufe
Reporter
he St. Louis U. High hockey faithful
packed the Webster Groves Ice Arena
last Thursday, Oct. 1, to witness the commencement of the varsity team’s preseason tournament. The Jr. Bills defeated
the Kirkwood Pioneers in a 6-5 nail-biter.
After an early first period goal by a Kirkwood forward, senior Kurt Eisele found the
back of the Kirkwood net to tie the game. Not
long afterwards, senior forward Greg Place
scored, giving the Jr. Bills a one-goal lead.
But the Pioneers answered twice before the
buzzer ended the first period, with Kirkwood
up 3-2.
	SLUH freshman Chase Berger led the
charge in the second period with the first
goal of the period, tying the game. Moments
later, Place lit the lamp for a second time in
the game giving the Jr. Bills a 4-3 lead.
Now on their feet, SLUH’s fans exploded when Eisele scored again to stretch
the lead to 5-3. Before the period ended,
Berger gracefully beat the Kirkwood goalie,
leaving his team, his fans, and his opponents
in utter awe.
But Kirkwood did not give up. The
Pioneers’ offense created another goal before
the buzzer sounded, ending the period with
the score 6-4, in favor of the U. High.
	Near the end of a more leisurely-paced
third period, Kirkwood beat SLUH’s goalie,
junior Justin Ragland, who later spoke about
his plans for the upcoming season. “I want
to shut out CBC,” Ragland said. “I know it’s
not going to be easy, but I think that I can
do it if I play my best.”
	SLUH head hockey coach Charlie
Busenhart said that the team’s goal for the
season is “to win the semifinal game, and
then to have an opportunity to go back to
the (Scottrade center).” When asked if the
team has the means to achieve this goal,
Busenhart replied with a blunt “yeah.”
	SLUH continued its run through the
preseason tournament Wednesday night
in a heated battle against Oakville. SLUH
dominated most of the first period until an
Oakville forward beat sophomore goalie
Thomas Place.
Just 1 minute and 16 seconds into the
second period, senior Phil Luongo scored a
goal, tying the game at 1-1. Unfortunately,
the Jr. Bills could not celebrate for long
because Oakville replied with a goal less
than a minute later, making the score 2-1.
	After another Oakville goal 6 minutes
later, SLUH’s morale was fading, and fast.
But Berger slipped a pass in to sophomore
Dan Warnecke who, while being pulled to
the ice, slipped the puck between the fivehole of the Oakville goalie, giving the team’s
morale a jumpstart.
Warnecke later recounted the play,
noting, “(Berger) made a great play to get
me the puck, and I was just thinking of
how I was going to get a shot on goal. The
defenseman didn’t stand me up, so I tried
to go around him. It worked, and he had to
pull me down. So, I just threw the biscuit
at the basket, and the goalie let one by that
he probably wanted back.”
With rekindled energy, the boys in
white and blue got the offense going, and
with 39 seconds left in the period, junior
defenseman Jackson Hoffmann lasered a
shot into the back of the Oakville net. The
period ended in a scuffle which resulted in
multiple penalties to both sides, including a
game misconduct to an Oakville forward.
	The Jr. Bills came out in the third period flat-footed and lacking intensity. Being
out- shot by a 2:1 ratio in the third period,
there was little hope for sophomore Zach
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Cross Country paces into second
Will Bufe
Reporter
he St. Louis U. High cross country
squad gave its second seven runners
a chance to shine last Friday in Queeny
Park at the Ron Jorgenson Invitational.
The team fared well, taking second place
overall in the meet on a cool and cloudy
October afternoon.
Perhaps the main goal of Friday’s race
was to find a seventh man to represent the
team at the Metro Catholic Conference
(MCC) Championships tomorrow at Chaminade.
Junior standout Joe Meier led the way
for SLUH, finishing seventh overall with a
time of 16:58. Meier was just barely able to
hold off senior Tony Minnick, who finished
four tenths of a second behind him.
“I ran in honor of Nathan Rubbelke,”
said Meier, paying tribute to the injured
sophomore.
	Notable performances from medalists
Alan Ratermann (17:11), Charlie Stoltze
(17:17), Mike McLaughlin (17:30), and
Tyler Gardner (17:39) helped to secure the
second place finish.
	Stoltze saw the course as a preparation
for State. “Some of the hills were not nearly
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as big, but the rolling in certain parts and the
uphill finish and start were designed to look
like the State course,” Stoltze said.
	Despite his impressive time, factoring in
the difficulty of the course, Stoltze believes
he still can improve. “I did not have the
mental toughness to get after it like I had
wanted. I wanted to go with Joe Meier and
Tony Minnick, but I wasn’t able to tell myself
to do it,” said Stoltze, who looks forward to
the opportunity he has in the JV race at the
MCC’s tomorrow. “I aspire to be in that top
group and would really like to get after it,”
concluded Stoltze.
Great things are expected from the
SLUH squad tomorrow as they face rivals
CBC, DeSmet, Chaminade, and Vianney.
Said Meier, “It’s a big race for the team.
We’re going to try to sweep one through
seven, and it should be an exciting race.”
	Saturday will also feature the return of
senior captain Caleb Ford, who has not raced
since his strong performance at the Forest
Park Cross Country Festival on Sept. 12.
During that time, Ford says that over the
past few weeks he has been doing “push-ups,
core, weights, biking, and swimming … I
want to get toned,” said Ford.
Ford looks to his own teammates as

his main source of competition tomorrow.
“There are about ten really fast guys from
SLUH. … Luckily only seven of those guys
can race. I would be so scared if all ten
were in. I’m going to be watching for them,
because they’re going to be right up there
for the win,” Ford remarked. So, will it be
a SLUH-dominated race? “It would be fair
to say ‘yes,’” said Ford.
“SLUH needs to come out in this race
like China in the Olympics. It’s our comingout party. We’re going to have our first top
seven race in about a month. The state
doesn’t know what’s coming,” Ford said.
	Senior Tim McLaughlin has spent the
last few weeks getting prepared in a different way for tomorrow’s race. “It’s basically
all mental. You really have just got to keep
focused. Sometimes it can be a struggle,
but in the end, you really feel like you took
something from it.”
	McLaughlin gets his inspiration from
Leo Tolstoy, who once said, “All, everything
that I understand, I understand only because
I love.” McLaughlin and the rest of the Jr.
Bills will look for a deeper understanding
of themselves in tomorrow’s varsity race at
Chaminade, which starts at 9 a.m.

JV Football competes despite multiple callups
Tim Coleman
one touchdown, but during the second half
Reporter
they managed to score two touchdowns.
he JV football team is off to a 2-3-1 One touchdown, a pass play, was taken in
by sophomore
start. The
Jamil Irvin-Muteam defeathammad. The
ed Parkway
winning touchSouth their
down was run in
first game,
by sophomore
and won their
Aiden Kelly,
most recent
who was filling
game against
in for sophomore
Vianney.
Darion Baker,
Parkway
who was sick.
South was no
The Jr. Bills’
problem for
three losses have
the Jr. Bills,
come against
as they beat
Parkway Central
them 31-7 in
(21-19 in overthe opener.
Sophomore running back Tarek Hawkins knifes through the
time), Webster
	Vianney
hole opened by sophomore Brian Mathews.
kept the score much closer. After the first half, Groves (21-0), and rival CBC (25-14).
“We seem to dig ourselves in holes too
the What’sleftfromvarsitybills were down by
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often early, and for awhile we couldn’t get
out of it,” said junior tackle and Notre Dame
enthusiast Pat Lally.
	The Jr. Bills also tied DeSmet in an
evenly fought game, where a penalty sunk
a potential game-winning field goal by
sophomore kicker Dan Tlapek.
Key players so far this season include
sophomore cornerback and “Wildcat” quarterback Cameron Stubbs, sophomore right
guard and middle linebacker Pat Boyle, and
Irvin-Muhammad, who plays defensive end
in addition to receiver. The JV team hopes
to add a couple more wins to their record
in the four games that they have left. The
Buhabills will play Chaminade, Ritenour,
Mehlville, and Lindbergh.
“When we’re on our game, we’re very
tough to beat,” said Lally.

B Soccer
shows bright
future
Tommy Behr

Reporter
his year’s B soccer squad, led by
coach Bob O’ Connell, has started the
season 4-1-1. Ryan Merrifield and David
Trieschmann return from last year’s B
squad.
	The Jr. Bills began their season with a
preseason tournament held by Chaminade,
where SLUH beat Oakville 3-1 to open the
tournament.
The next game was against Metro
Catholic Conference (MCC) rival Vianney.
Last season the Griffins lost only one game,
to the Jr. Bills. Both squads played with high
intensity. Freshman Zach Hoffman scored a
header with under three minutes to go. Vianney countered with a goal off a low corner
kick. The game ended in a 1-1 stalemate,
leaving both teams with something to prove
the next time they meet.
In the third game of the tournament,
the Jr. Bills then fell 1-0 to a strong DeSmet
team. The team rebounded with a three-goal
win against Francis Howell North, and a 4-0
shutout against the St. Dominic Crusaders.
The last game played was a 1-0 win against
Duchesne.
Merrifield and Hoffman lead the team
with 3 goals apiece.
Midfielder Joseph Jedlicka said of the
season, “I can’t wait to play DeSmet again
to make up for the early loss we suffered
this season.”
	The Spartans are the only MCC team
that is undefeated. Jedlicka added, “It would
be good for the team if we could pull off a
win against them.”
Freshman Joe Grady also offered his
opinion on the matter, stating, “We should
have beat DeSmet, but I think we rebounded
well.” Grady said that he felt confident with
his team and is looking forward to the endof-season tournament at CBC.
Up next for the Ronaldobills is a big
game on Oct. 13 at Vianney at 4 p.m.
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JV Cross Country continues dominating path
Eric Mueth
Staff
his year’s JV cross country squad yet
again possesses one of the deepest
squads in the country. Twenty-six runners have reached the varsity benchmark
of 18:15 thus far, with many running substantially faster. With this depth comes
more rest for top seven runners and more
varsity action for the other runners. The
remaining JV runners have also fared well
in their races.
Junior Daniel Hoefel said, “I like how
there is a better emphasis on going above.”
He added that serious hard work has translated into better performances in races for
everyone.
	The season began for the top JV at the
First Capital Invitational in St. Charles. The
race saw a dominating show from the boys
in blue as they recorded a shutout with 12
out of 15 runners coming through at the
front of the race in first through twelfth
place. Newcomer junior Tim Rackers was
the champion posting an astounding 16:40
for his first 5k.
Next up was the fourth annual Forest
Park Cross Country Festival. Only three
of the previous top JV racers saw action
as the rest moved to varsity. This marked
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the beginning of the season for the rest of
Last Friday, nearly the same JV team
the team. The team stepped up despite the
as the one that raced
competition and emerged
at Forest Park headed
victorious over second
to Queeny Park for
place Rockhurst.
the Jorgenson Memo	At the Enke Invitarial Invitational. They
tional, the runners even
were able to take first
further down the depth
by a large margin
chart became important
over O’Fallon with
to the team. The top
sophomore Joe Esfive runners all placed
swein leading the pack
in the top 25, giving
at 18:05 and finishing
them enough to snag a
second overall.
four-point victory over
“I really feel that
Belleville East.
our team is unified,
While the lower JV
and the fact that the
competed at the Ed White
JV squad has encourWarrior Invitational, the
aged each other and
top JV runners headed to
the freshman, really
Kansas to compete in the
shows how dedicated
Rim Rock Classic. Once
we are to this sport,”
again the top JV runners
senior Andrew Brady
swept, but the other Sophomore Paul Bossung pushes for the lead at said.
squad fell to Marquette
	Tomorrow, the
the Forest Park Invitational.
only three points short of keeping their Kenyanbills will head to Chaminade for
undefeated season alive.
the Metro Catholic Conference (MCC)
	Senior Charlie Stoltze was the JV Championship, entering all non-freshman
champion at Rim Rock with a time of 17:19, and non-top seven in the JV race for the
and was closely followed by junior Alan only time this season.
Ratermann who was just five ticks back.
Photo by mr. Matt Sciuto

The Jr. Bills have drilled their way to four wins.

This Week in SLUH
Sports History
Greg Mantych: PN Volume 69, Issue 7.
It is hard to deny the St. Louis U. High
waterpolo team’s drive and potential for
excellence. They silenced any doubts this
past week when they displayed consistently
intense and dominating play in the water, annihilating Parkway West, Lafayette, Ladue,
and, most notably, archvrival MICDS...In
the climax of the game, Heafner emerged
from the water and buried a shot to end the
game with a dramatic 11-10 win.
Editor’s Note: Down 3, the U. High fought
back to tie the game. Heafner’s goal was
at the end of the second overtime.
-Compiled by Adam Cruz
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Tim, Tom, and David
Danis’ lives and their
claim to SLUH fame
photo courtesy of ravetta photography

Nick Fandos
Features Editor
“ t is not the size of the gift that is really important, but
the size of the number of givers,” said Tim Danis, ’65,
as he addressed a large crowd of students, alumni and
faculty gathered in front of the newly-dedicated Danis
Field House. Most students are aware of the generous
gift the Danis family has given the school but who are the
men behind that gift?
Beginning in the late 1940’s and continuing for much
of the next 20 years, the Danis family was a fixed name at
SLUH. Six brothers—Peter, ’49, Richard, ’50, Jim, ’57,
David, ’61, Tim, ’65, and Tom, ’65—all attended SLUH,
largely at the will of their father, Peter Danis, M.D.
	Dr. Danis had made a name for himself as St. Louis’s
preeminent pediatric doctor by the late 1940’s and in 1950
began fundraising for the city’s first children’s hospital,
which would become known as Cardinal Glennon Children’s
Medical Center. Construction completed and staff recruited,
the hospital opened in 1958, and Danis was named the first
medical director. His efforts and success brought the Danis
name into the public eye and earned Dr. Danis renown.
It was before his medical success however, that Dr.
Danis had established his family’s deep Jesuit ties. After beFrom left, Tim, David, and Tom Danis at the Danis Field House dedication ceremony on Sept. 25.
ing orphaned as a child, Danis moved to Spokane, Wash., to
live with an aunt and uncle. He attended the Jesuit Gonzaga Danis, continuing that after shooting pool he would often
“Achieving goals and completing commitments were
High School and then Gonzaga University before eventually go downstairs to Garavelli’s restaurant to have a roast beef the two fundamentals that were extremely helpful. They laid
attending medical school at St. Louis University.
sandwich. It was on one such occasion that Danis met his the groundwork for my life,” said Tom Danis. “In laying
	Danis planned to return to Spokane after earning his future wife. “So, my pool hall experiences ultimately resulted out goals, you tend to achieve them.”
degree, but his aunt and uncle died while he was away, and in my marriage,” he laughed.
	Tim Danis, like his brother David and twin brother Tom,
he decided to stay in St. Louis instead. Danis strengthened 	After SLUH, Danis attended St. Louis University for remembers the Jesuits keenly and saw the men that taught
his ties to the Jesuits, befriending them, and eventually two and a half years before going west to Colorado where him as a great influence. Danis noted Frs. Dennis Daley,
insisting that his sons, when of age, follow in the Jesuit he attended Regis University for one semester and fulfilled Martin Hagen, and scholastic Ralph Houlihan as stand out
tradition.
his desire to study in the mountains. Danis left Denver and Jesuits during his time at SLUH that helped mold him into
“St. Louis U. High to some extent was an extension returned to St. Louis, where he received a law degree at a young man.
of my father,” said David Danis. “My father was a great SLU and eventually earned a master’s degree in tax law.
Danis explained that his experience at SLUH was unlike
example to me ... and St. Louis U. High and the Jesuits were Danis has five children and has practiced law in St. Louis that which most students would experience today, made so
almost like his brothers who were carrying on the job of throughout his career.
namely by the difference in expectations.
raising me.”
When recalling his time at SLUH, Danis said that,
“For me, SLUH was a completely different school. ...
	According to David Danis, the Jesuits, like his father, aside from receiving a superlative education, the men who You didn’t have the kind of encouraging requirement to be
were eager disciplinarians. For a young man like David who educated him stood out the most.
so involved,” said Danis. “I participated in some athletics,
tended to break the rules, a mark on the demerit card was
“They were all men of character, the lay teachers as but I wasn’t terribly involved in high school and probably
not uncommon, especially from a young Jesuit scholastic. well as the Jesuits, and in the time you spent there you didn’t appreciate … what it was all about until I finished
“I think (for) a lot of the scholastics ... this was their could really sense that and feel that all in their own way,” it.”
first chance of being an adult themselves. They were too said Danis. “I think that’s what they try to build, too, I think
Looking back, Tim Danis said that the diversity of his
eager to be disciplinarians,” said David.
that’s their product.”
SLUH experience was another positive experience. Danis
	David Danis remembers run-ins
	Tom Danis, like his brother came from a well-off family but explained that students at
with other Jesuits as well, particularly
David, entered SLUH as a trouble- SLUH came from all over.
the assistant principal Fr. James Reinmaker.
“There was a lot of diversity in the school. I think that
ert, S.J., who pursued Danis and others
“I was not an honors student in was also something that, looking back, was healthy. Kids
in a kind of cat and mouse game each
any way. I was somebody who was went to school there from all over the city. Classmates were
day.
challenging to the academic teachers a very broad section of the community,” said Danis.
“We used to hitchhike to school
and the faculty at SLUH, but they 	After graduating from SLUH, Danis attended St. Louis
back then; that’s how our parents told
were very helpful and patient with University and then Loyola University in Chicago where he
us to get to school. But Fr. Reinert forme,” said Danis, “and as a result they received his MBA. Danis served as Vice Chairman of Aon
bade you to hitchhike, so he’d would
helped mold me as a young man and Risk Services of the Americas and continues to work as the
go over to the park and catch us hitchgive me direction.”
Senior Managing Principal of the company he founded with
hiking home and give us demerits,”
Tom Danis explained that the his brother Tom.
said Danis, explaining that hitchhiking
influence of a young teacher named 	The other three Danis brothers, while not involved
was the boys’ only way home.
Joe Schulte was particularly notable. in the Vision 2000 project, followed paths similar to their
	Despite frequent punishment,
“Schulte got me to understand brothers’. Peter, Richard and Jim all attended SLU and
Danis was not put off by the Jesuits and
that if I wanted to act out I should do pursued graduate degrees. Peter earned an MBA from SLU
quickly befriended a young scholastic,
that on the stage,” said Tom Danis. He and went on to serve as the CEO of Boise Cascade Office
Fr. Francis Cleary, S.J.
explained that he joined the Dauphin Products, a Fortune 500 company. Peter retired and lives in
“(Fr. Cleary) had a very magnetic
Players shortly after and participated St. Louis. Richard Danis received his medical degree from
personality,” said Danis. “The other
in numerous plays during the rest of St. Louis University and practiced as a pediatric surgeon
scholastics were very quick with their
his SLUH career.
at Cardinal Glennon until his death at age 62. Jim Danis
pen on my ... demerit card, and I think
	Danis took that mindset from entered Kenrick seminary after graduating from SLU, and
that I found a friend in Fr. Cleary rather
SLUH to St. Louis University, where was a parish priest in the St. Louis Archdiocese until his
than the more disciplinarian father
he earned an undergraduate degree, death at age 42.
figure I might have seen in my other
and then to the University of Chicago,
Tim Danis explained that, aside from personal success
teachers.”
where he graduated with an MBA. and gratefulness for their education, what brought the broth	David Danis also recalls spending Tom Danis in the 1965 Dauphin Players Production of Danis returned to St. Louis as a banker ers back to SLUH as such generous benefactors stemmed
Would-Be-Gentlemen.
a lot of his time in the new pool hall
before founding an insurance practice largely from the example set by their father.
of the Backer Memorial, and noted the value of the skills with his brother Tim Danis. Tom eventually founded an
“The idea about giving back to the community comes
he learned shooting pool there.
investment management firm called a fund of funds with from the value system, from your family first and from your
“The pool hall experience came in handy because when his brother Tim as well.
community,” said Tim Danis, calling to mind the example his
I went to St. Louis University, sometimes when I wasn’t
Danis explained that lessons learned—particularly parents, namely his father had set for their sons. “Wanting
as attentive to my studies as I could be, I would go to the lessons in planning—at SLUH have been major catalysts to give back to the community ... was significantly a result
pool hall just off campus ... and spend time there,” said in his business and personal life.
of our mom and dad’s value system.”
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Wehner brings spirit into
the AD position
Rob Bertucci
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After 25 years on the job,
a SLUH favorite joins
school’s legends
Photo by connor blanquart

visiting fans, and the officials. He
Sports Editor
has held the SLUH community
“
elebrating birthdays today, October 9: candy bar to high standards, hoping to cremogul Otto Schnering, inventor of the Baby Ruth ate an environment where those
and the Butterfinger, turns 118, the late John Lennon of visiting SLUH would be treated
the Beatles is 69, John Entwistle, bass player for The as guests.
Who, would turn 65, and ‘Samurai Mike’ Singletary of
“When people visit our
the Chicago Bears is 51. On this date in history the sew- campus, he treats people the
ing machine motor was patented by Isaac Singer in the right way,” said head baseball
year 1885. In 1979, Styx released mega-hit “Babe,” and, coach Steve Nicollerat, who was
after 36 seasons, Dean Smith announced his retirement already at SLUH when Wehner
as head basketball coach at the University of North Caro- was appointed Athletic Director.
lina…”
“He tries to do the right thing by
When students at St. Louis U. High hear Dick Wehner’s treating them as guests.”
booming voice come over the intercom for morning prayer, 	Early on in his life, Wehner
they sit on the edge of their seats. His emphatic delivery felt God’s call. As a young child
of historical fun-facts certainly holds everyone’s attention he dreamed about entering the
for the four weeks that he does morning prayer each school priesthood and even played
year. But many may not realize the extent of the love and games where he was the priest.
dedication that Wehner has shown the SLUH community As a student at St. Michael’s
every day for the past 25 years while serving as the school’s parish, he felt God’s call and
Athletic Director (A.D.).
was considering entering the
With his 25th year, Wehner moves into the ranks of seminary after high school.
Paul Martel, the only other Athletic Director to hold the post
Wehner’s family was Cathofor that long. Martel was a legendary football coach and he lic and his religious upbringing
currently holds the SLUH football record for career wins. had a large impact on his spiriMartel set a model for SLUH Athletic Directors to come, tual development. The priest at
and started a tradition that has been passed down through St. Michael’s, Fr. Voelker, was
the years.
a family friend and captured
Wehner leading the student section in a rally cheer at last Friday’s football win over Vianney.
“The SLUH tradition was handed down to me. I am Wehner’s admiration.
just the caretaker and the bearer of this athletic torch,” said 	After graduating from Bishop DuBourg high school, four years and continued to help with football until 1990.
Wehner.
Wehner decided to pursue his calling and entered the semi- After that Wehner gave the Athletic Director role his full
Wehner’s role at SLUH includes the typical A.D. nary. He joined the Redemptorist order, where he progressed attention.
activities: scheduling umpires, making sure the kids have in his studies for two years.
Wehner considers the kids and coaches to be his
balls and uniforms, providing the tools that coaches need 	Only 20 years old at the time, Wehner made the tough “bosses” at SLUH. “I have a great time serving the boys
to coach, but he has gone far beyond that, viewing his re- decision to veer from this path and left the seminary. Al- and the coaches of St. Louis U. High. It is all about service.
sponsibilities as a ministry to which he was called to serve though his dreams of entering the priesthood were never It is about helping the coaches coach and helping the boys
the SLUH students and faculty.
realized, Wehner soon began a different kind of ministry have a good experience in the athletic program. That is my
In Wehner’s eyes, the philosophy at SLUH is a little that would become a major part of his life.
job.”
bit different than at some of the other local schools, even
Wehner began his teaching career at Our Lady of Lourdes 	The Athletic Director position has required Wehner to
some of the Catholic schools.
in 1974. For two and a half years he taught theology.
sacrifice much of his time to work demanding hours. Wehner
“I’m not saying their philosophy is wrong and our 	Then, in 1977, he accepted a position at DeSmet as a has missed sporting activities, games and pageants of his
philosophy is right. This is what works for SLUH and this junior theology teacher and freshman football and wrestling own children to attend many of the athletic events at SLUH.
is the tradition that was handed down to me by the Ebbie coach. It was during his stay at DeSmet that Wehner decided But the Wehner family has been very understanding of his
Dunns, Dom Calaccis, the Paul Martels, the Emmitt Han- that he wanted to be a teacher for the rest of his life.
time spent at SLUH.
nicks,” he said.
“When I was offered the position of theology teacher, 	At home, Wehner has worked equally as hard as he has
Wehner believes that this philosophy is part of the I didn’t feel like I was worthy,” said Wehner. “But I did it, at school, raising six girls and four boys. His youngest child
Jesuit tradition, coming directly from Ignatius. His athletic and I loved it.”
is in third grade, and as with all his children, he loves going
department is unique in its goal, seeing athletics as a “coIn the fall of 1984, Wehner arrived at SLUH after two to work with his father. Wehner has three grandchildren, and
curruicular” rather than an extracurricular. Through athletics years at Priory. He initially came to help Paul Martel and in the next six months is expecting two more.
at SLUH, the Jesuit ideal of educating the total student can Gary Kornfeld. He assisted with football and coached BIn his 25-year tenure at SLUH, Wehner holds many
be achieved.
team baseball, which was composed of both freshmen and memories dear in his heart, from athletic events to demon“I think that in the classroom you guys have top-flight sophomores at the time.
strations of school spirit to acts of true brotherhood.
teachers and you get an education bar-none. But part of 	After only one year at SLUH, the young, enthusiastic
“I remember when we had to call off a football playoff
that education that you can’t get in the classroom is right Wehner was appointed Athletic Director. Paul Martel had game against Joplin. Joplin had come in to play us on a night
out there on the
been the athletic game, and it poured down cats and dogs. It just poured, so
baseball field—
director at SLUH much so that the field was deemed unplayable. We had to play
when the baseball
for 25 years and the next day at nine o’clock in the morning at Lindenwood.
team walks off
had decided to The stands were packed for a nine o’clock in the morning
that field at Fort
step down from football game at Lindenwood University. That was neat.”
Zumwalt South
that position in
Wehner also remembers the creation of the current drug
like you did last
the fall of 1985. and alcohol policy, which has remained intact since 1993,
year. You have a
Wehner was 34 as one of the most important events in his SLUH career.
tough defeat, or
at the time, an
“We worked so hard,” said Wehner, who assembled a
you celebrate a
extremely young group that worked together, meeting once a month on Fridays
tremendous feat.
age to be given for a year and a half. Other members of the group included
That is part of
this opportunity. Kornfeld, Dunn, Calacci, and Nicollerat, and STUCO.
life. There are
“It has kind
“We were able to put together a drug and alcohol policy
good times and
of gone from a that would fit for all our co-curriculars, and we were able
bad times. There
process when you to hammer out a drug and alcohol policy that has been in
are times where
first get a job, you place now for 17 years now and it works,” he said.
you work your
look at it and say
In Wehner’s 25 years it is clear that he has touched
hardest, and, for
it’s a job. And thousands of SLUH students. His dedication and willingness
whatever reason,
then all of a sud- to serve the school and its students has provided the school
it doesn’t work
den you look at with a tremendous role model; one who does not just come
out. Those are
it, especially in to work every day, but truly loves his vocation.
real life situathe business of
“There are a lot of times at athletic events where I will
tions. I certainly
Catholic educa- just be real quiet and I will watch our kids. For instance
hope that when a
tion, and it has be- when we have the freshmen Running of the Bills, I watch
Athletic Director Dick Wehner getting down to some business in his new office on the third floor
young man goes
come a vocation. the kids run in. I watch the joy on the freshmen’s faces,
of the Danis Field House.
through the athletic
Now it is a ministry being a part of St. Louis U. High. Then I watch the parents
program, he experiences these situations.”
to serve the kids,” said Wehner. He already knew back then of the freshmen, smiling and laughing and taking pictures
	Throughout his career, Wehner has called for SLUH that as long as he taught he wanted to be at SLUH.
of them. Those moments bring me great satisfaction.”
students on and off the field to respect the opposing team, the
He continued with his B-baseball responsibilities for
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Tony Minnick discusses elite running, spirituality
Adam Cruz
Sports Editor
I sat down with senior Cross Country runner Tony Minnick
as he sold an array of goods at the Honduras Table.

Adam Cruz: All right Tony, I’ll get my bias out of the way.
Why cross country? What’s the lure to just ... running?
Tony Minnick: First off, it’s a huge plus being outside in
autumn weather—it’s truly beautiful. Running in the crisp
September air is hard to beat. Also, cross country is a spirtually and physically rewarding because you can actually see
your hard work paying off in results.
AC: What about XC makes it harder then say, football or
swimming?
TM: The actual aspect can’t be said to be any harder, but
it’s a way to challenge yourself more. Like all sports, it’s
all about what you put into it, and cross country is easy to
put yourself fully into.

AC: Okay my bias is subsiding. Besides, who can hate a
sport that has a consistent shot at state every year. How are
our chances this year?
TM: Really good, actually. However, there’s a lot of work to
be done—nothing can be determined until the season’s over.
Finishing second at Rim Rock humbled us, showed us we
needed work, and proved nothing will be handed to us.
AC: You are, usually, the number 8 runner. What does that
even mean?
TM: Numbering represents the ever-changing pecking order
in cross country that places you at a certain spot based on
your times. It changes nearly every week. And at this time,
I’m number eight (Editor’s note: only the top 7 race for the
top varsity squad). We don’t talk about it much; we don’t
want to cause separation amongst the team.
AC: Seeing as our team is dominant, does it ever eat up at

Swimbills improving,
perfect this week
Chad Carson

Reporter
he St. Louis U. High Swimbills ventured to the Rec-Plex in St. Peter’s
last Thursday to compete in a tri-meet
against Jackson and Fort Zumwalt West.
SLUH came away with 137 points, beating Jackson’s 105 points and Fort Zumwalt West’s 80 points.
	During the tri-meet, the 200 medley
relay qualified for state for the first time.
The relay, consisting of seniors Dan Pike
and Dan Schmidt, junior Steve Hoerr, and
sophomore Amir Paschal, qualified with a
time of 1:47.12, barely edging past the state
qualifying time of 1:47.29. Pascal also qualified again in the 100 fly.
“We’re starting to see the work in
practice is paying off for some guys when
it comes to the fundamentals like turns and
finishes,” said coach Fritz Long after the successful meet. “As we get closer to MCCss,
the guys are giving closer to their best times
and are nearing their goal times.”
	Senior captain John Helling agreed,
saying, “It seems like the kids that are really working hard are getting closer to their
goals.”
	On Tuesday, the JV Swimbills took on
JFK and DeSmet in a tri-meet. SLUH’s 125
points beat JFK’s 64 points and DeSmet’s
113 points. Nearly every event in the meet
had an exhibition heat preceding it, allowing
the underclassmen swimmers to compete in
races that counted for points.
“The JV meet provides the younger guys
on our huge team the chance to show what
they’ve been working for and what they’ve
been putting their time and effort into,” said
Helling
“It gives the kids a chance to see what
they can do against competition that’s their
level. It gives us some good times to work
with regarding JV MCCs. JV guys are really
improving,” Long added.
	On Wednesday, the team beat Mehlville
126-44 in a dual meet at Mehlville. Since
Mehlville has a rather small team compared
to SLUH, exhibition heats and open lanes in
the real heats gave more SLUH swimmers
the opportunity to compete.
“In a meet where a lot of kids get to
swim a lot, I loved how Coach made the
relays equal and really competitive. It was
good to see kids still being competitive and
working hard,” said Helling.
Long said, “It was good for the guys to
compete against each other so they know
who they’re competing against for spots in
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MCCs. This meet gives our guys the ability
to judge what they need to do to get those
spots.”
“Today in our meet I saw how my hard
work in practice is paying off. I think as long
as we keep working hard, we have a strong
chance to be competitive at MCCs and at
State,” said senior Ben Castro. “As the year
goes on, especially at the fast meet against
MICDS, we should be able to qualify our
young talent and get some best times,” he
added.
	Diving has been a big part of the last
few meets. Senior Collin McCabe and junior
Michael Barry have been giving SLUH the
clear advantage, preventing many meets
from being close.
“Diving performances can get overlooked,” said Helling, “but at our close meets
though, we’re either close to winning because
of them, or we just nudge out the other team
because of them. They’re like the offensive
lineman for our swim team.”
Barry is quickly approaching a State
qualification. In the Mehlville meet, he
earned a near personal best of 189, just 23
points off the state-qualification score of
212.
“When his dives all come together and
we put together a whole good diving lineup,
he should be able to qualify without any
trouble,” said Coach Long.
The swim team will compete again next
Friday, Oct. 16 against Vianney.

C soccer
wins big, loses close

Patrick Mulligan
Reporter
he St. Louis U. High C soccer team
opened its season this year with a
strong 8-3 record, and each of its losses
was by a single goal.
	The team has faced adversity, however,
notably the loss of freshman forward Brian
Dugan, who broke his leg in a failed sliding
attempt during a game against CBC.
“Even though Dugan is sorely missed,
his injury has sparked a new aggressiveness
in our team’s performance,” said freshman
captain Chris Gys. Following the injury, the
team has maintained a five-game winning
streak.
	The Jr. Bills are currently competing
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you or other second varsity guys that on almost any other
team you’d be the number 1 or 2 runner?
TM: It’d be easier to be in a higher spot elsewhere, but I
definitely wouldn’t be where I am now as a runner. Without the coaching staff and the rigorous training routine, I
wouldn’t be at the high level that would allow me to be the
number one.
AC: Tony, before I let you go—I’m considering dropping
the whole football thing and running cross country. What
do you see my time being, 17 minutes perhaps?
TM: (Laughs) Seventeen minutes is a great time. If you
put in around 500 miles of training last summer, you may
have a shot.
AC: (Long pause) Never mind. Can I have a free piece of
candy?
TM: Come on dude, it’s for the kids.

C Cross Country maintains tradition of excellence

Nathan Rubbelke
Reporter
ead cross country coach Jim Linhares
often describes the XC program in
three simple words: Tradition, Class, and
Pride. One of those traditions is the dominance of the freshmen runners every year.
The Class of 2013 has upheld the tradition
with a record of 2-0 in their races.
After six strong weeks of training, the
Froshbills began their season at the illustrious
Forest Park Festival with a 3k (1.86 mi).
The team ran through the first mile in a
strong pack and continued to work together in
the latter stages of the race as Michael Dowd
displayed a fiery finish to be the first SLUH
finisher of the day.
Even with three DeSmet freshmen ahead of
Dowd, the SLUH pack was too good to beat.
The teams top five—Dowd, Joe Vicini, Matt
Rancilio, Joe Archer, and Matt Nicholson—
had an incredible 8.7 second spread to take
home first place, over 40 points ahead of
Freshman Alex Greubel pushing for the lead
second place DeSmet.
in the Forest Park Invitational.
The boys headed to Sioux Passage Park
the next week to become men running their 5k in a B/C race. Dowd once again led the
freshmen by pacing off the sophomores, finishing in 22nd place with a time of 20:24, the
only freshman to earn a medal.
The following Friday, the 5kbills traversed south to Arnold Park to compete in another
B/C race. With Dowd not running because of an illness, the rest of the team stepped up to
fill his absence. Matt Nicholson ran a strong race, finishing in an impressive 18:37, which
gave him an eighth-place finish. Joe Archer was only a few strides back in 13th place at
18:42.
	At Queeny Park this past Friday, a new face emerged at the front for the Runfasterbills.
The face may be new, but not the last name. Matt Clohisy finished second in the freshman
race with a time of 18:59 while running in only his second race of the season. Matt’s older
brother, John, ’09 is the only three time all-state runner in SLUH XC history.
	A total of seven freshmen medaled as they went on to win with a commanding score
of 25 points.
	Archer said of the year so far, “We’re having a great season. I am surprised at our
success. It’s exceeding my expectations.”
	The team will run this Saturday at MCCs, where SLUH has never lost the freshman
race. The Jr. Bills know they will have to use use their pack skills to oust rivals DeSmet.
Clohisy has his game plan set, “We need to stay relaxed and packed up together to propel
each other through the race,” said Chlohisy.
photo by mr. matt sciuto

in the CBC tournament. Freshman Nick
Kocisak scored off a volley in the box to
lead the team to a victory in the first round
against Eureka.
	On Wednesday, the team faced DeSmet in the semifinals. Freshman midfielder
Andrew Robinson put the Jr. Bills on the
board, and regulation ended with the score
tied, 1-1. Freshman Matt Steurer scored a
goal in double overtime to end the game.
“As a team, we’ve been playing at a
high level. If we keep it up, I think we have
a great shot at winning (the tournament),”
said Robinson.
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The C-team Soccerbills rip the ball past Priory.
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Opinion

(from 3)
son’s not here,” so it’s really not right for
me to be here without him. Now this year,
it’s come kind of full circle again, and in
which I was looking very forward to this.
Because I thought, “This is the last chance
in my whole life” because once you boys go
on and graduate, I won’t ever be invited to
any Mother-Son things ever again. This is
my last chance; I don’t have any other sons,
and I thought once the quietness of this all
goes, I’ll be sad because it will be quiet. And
I’ll miss the invites to Mother-Son Mass or
the Card Parties or tree dedications because
then it will go to quiet then.
PN: How well did the tree dedication go
in your opinion?
DK: I was actually a little nervous driving
down here. I don’t know why. I didn’t know
what to expect because I didn’t know whether
it was going to be overly emotional or just
something beautiful. In this last month, I
have a sense, a feeling of being overwhelmed
because it is amazing to me that Chris was
only here a year, and the student body is still
celebrating his life two years afterward. And
it just amazes me that it continues on.
	And it’s not anything that I have asked
for, and it’s coming from students and the
faculty. And that is just an amazing thing to
me because I … I … I don’t know, maybe
because I knew Chris, and I knew he threw
his dirty socks behind the door in the bathroom, and I saw that side of him. And I’m
thinking I … he was quiet and I … I’m so
blessed, I guess, that … your classmates are
still celebrating him two years after. And I’m
… I … I don’t even have words to tell you.
It’s a … it’s … it’s a strange feeling, I’ve
never had anything like that because in one
respect, I’m thrilled that it’s going on because
his memory is still so alive and because his
memory is alive, that keeps him alive, so to
me, he is not dead. But yet, I’m thinking, “Do
I deserve all this?” I feel like unworthy of it.
Like, “Why am I the lucky mom?” when so
many other mothers exist throughout world,
and their children are passed, and they don’t
get this kind of celebration. How did I get
to be the lucky mom?
PN: Have you been able to come to terms
with that?
DK: No, and when everybody says, “Oh
you know, maybe because your boy’s exceptional” or whatever. And I’m thinking,
“I guess.” But no, I don’t know why. I mean,
was he that exceptional or are your classmates the exceptional ones, in the way that
you honor and remember, and I’m thinking
maybe it’s both. Maybe he was exceptional
in the example he led, but you guys have
picked it up where he left off and have
continued for this duration. Which to me,
because I know how teenagers kind of think
and you know, two years in a teenager’s life
is a long time. But yet, you know, I’m still
thought about, the boys still call me, I still
get letters, which is a very powerful tool to
a person who is grieving.
PN: Going back to the dedication ceremony, what was the most memorable
part of the event for you?
DK: Well, I actually, when I … I was a
little nervous driving down here, when I …
I don’t do as much crying as I used to. You
know, as the years go by, you don’t … the
grief changes a little bit. I walked through
here, I didn’t feel sad. I was kind of excited
and a little bit … had a little bit of trepidation. And the moment I saw the tree … that
overwhelmed me … I’m getting emotional
thinking about it because it is one thing to
hear about it, but it’s another thing to see it.
And actually, in designing Chris’ headstone,
for over a year I tried to design a headstone
that had a tree carved into the stone, where

I wanted like a … a cross to be in a tree. So
from a distance, it would look like a tree
carved into the stone, but there would be a
cross. The symbolism was, of course, the
Tree of Life, and that Chris took his cancer
and turned it into … something beautiful. So
out of the cross, where Jesus had died, this
tree because the tree came from the cross,
and I, that was my original design. I wanted
a tree symbol. And it never turned out that
way, so the headstone doesn’t have a tree on
it. So when I saw it, I’m like, “Aww, here
is his tree.” I guess it wasn’t meant to be in
a stone, it’s supposed to be a live tree. And
when I first saw it, I thought, “Aww.”
	And then of course, when I see all you
guys wear the blue shirts. That … always gets
to me because it’s … it’s … it’s the number,
it’s your whole class, it’s … it’s just the unity
of that. And again, like I said, you guys are
teenage boys, and you guys are busy with,
you know, all your schoolwork, getting ready
for college, and your social lives. And I’m
thinking, you’re still thinking about him
from two years ago, that amazes me. It just
… It just does. And of course the song was
beautiful and very heartwarming. And then
I learned something from Michael’s speech
today about Chris and that made me laugh.
So, something where he said, you know, he
came and saw all the food, and Chris said,
“I’m living the life cause I can eat all this
food and not have to go to school.” That is
so typical Chris. Just the things that I think
would bring him down, he just had a way
to turn it around and, you know, make a tree
out of a cross. He had a way to do that. And
I don’t know where that came from because
it’s not in me. He … He had to have been
born with something. He was born with a
grace that I … I will never understand or
know. Because it doesn’t exist in me.
PN: I’m sure you are being too hard on
yourself.
DK: No, I think (laughs softly) I’m being
just realistic in that he had from when he
was young, very young. And that, you know,
isn’t something that can be taught. You either
have it, or you don’t.
PN: As you know, it has been two years
since Chris passed away, and you mentioned the denial phase that you had to
battle through. How are you and your
family members dealing with Chris’
absence now?
DK: For me, I think … His sister is fine. She
was the closest one to him, he was the only
sibling that was left in the house. The first
year, she would cry a lot and write things
in school, like, she would go quietly in the
corner the school and cry sometimes, since
she misses her brother. And now, she is very
matter-of-fact about … he’s fine, he’s far
away. And he used to speak to her after he first
died. He would come and speak to her.
Grief doesn’t follow the textbook
theory of how grief is supposed to come.
Everybody handles grief differently, and for
me, because Chris’ death wasn’t a sudden
surprise, I pre-grieved him for 16 years. He
wasn’t supposed to live ‘til 16, he wasn’t
even supposed to live to be a year old. So
when you are given the kind of odds that
Chris was given from the very young age
and from the very first year of life, honestly,
every day is a gift because you didn’t think
you would have it. And when we would
pray, you know, every night, the last thing
we would say was “Thank you God for this
day,” because I … I couldn’t believe that
so many existed. I mean when he started
preschool, you know a lot of mothers cry
when their children start kindergarten or
preschool because their babies are leaving
and their babies are gone growing, and a
lot of mothers are waiting by the bus route,
crying and taking pictures. I was overjoyed
because I didn’t think he would ever go
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to preschool. And the same thing when he
started high school, I couldn’t believe that
he lived long enough to start high school.
And I was … you know, I remember eighth
grade graduation, I never thought I’d see
that day, let alone high school for a year.
Just fantastic.
	So I really believe that I pre-grieved,
and every time that he got a different cancer,
as his mother, you die in the inside a little
bit each time. Because you know that death
is lurking, just don’t know when. And that
hidden death is always there, and it overshadows everything. So as his mom, even
though he might be having a great day like
on the soccer field or something, you wonder
if it’s his last game he’ll ever play. Or what
will they tell me next week or what will
they … you know. So I think I pre-grieved
a little bit for 16 years as to how old he’ll
be, what are the things that … and really,
just the statistical probability of how many
times you can beat it. You know, he wasn’t
supposed to live through the first one, he
certainly wasn’t supposed to live through
the second one. And when the third one
came, and at the beginning, things were going pretty good, and I’m thinking, “How …
How … How could he keep doing … How
could he be beating these?” You know, how
could he be beating these cancers? I knew, I
always kind of knew, that I would bury my
son, but I was hoping that he would be an
adult when I did it.
PN: What is your personal image of Chris
that is in your mind right now?
DK: (pause) Smiling and laughing. I think
he would have been laughing at Michael’s
speech. I think he would have said, “Hah,
Michael.” But I honestly think Chris would
be overwhelmed really because when he had
his leg taken off, there were many people who
came with food. They’d bring Blockbuster
movie cards and would give him videos,
he had all kinds of gifts given to him. And
I remember we had lots of, you know, cards
to different things. And he kept saying,
“Wow why are all these people giving me
all this stuff? I don’t understand.” And he
just didn’t feel good about it, accepting it,
because there were so many more kids who
didn’t have anything. And he goes, “I really
don’t deserve this.”
	And when he came down with the liver
cancer, I remember he was laying in the hospital, and he said, “You are not going to give
me all those things again this time because
I don’t deserve them.” And I’m wondering
if he … I don’t know what you think in the
afterlife. You know, I’m sure that he was
here, and I’m sure that all you can really
feel is joy or happiness. But I think a part
of him would be like “Wow, I don’t get it.”
You know, part of him, cause like he said
like when he got the liver cancer, “I don’t
deserve getting those cards and the food
brought to me and all that stuff again.” He
just never felt, cause in his eyes, he thought
he was normal. And you know, you are not
getting a Blockbuster gift card, your mom’s
not getting all these desserts given to her,
and you know.
But I also … but I also think he would
feel really proud that he was part of this class.
And he would be proud of you guys for sure.
So I think pride would be the number one
thing, and then he would say, “I don’t get
it, but I am proud of them.”
PN: Chris would have been graduating
with us this year. What were the hopes
and dreams that you had for him?
DK: (long pause) Hopes and dreams. I had
hoped he would have lived long enough to
graduate high school. That was a hope. I
never … I never dreamed long distance for
him, you know, into the future too far because
I … you know, there was always that cancer
lurking. So I never really thought too far
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forward for him. With Chris it was really,
will he make it to the next week of school?
Will he be here one Christmas from now? It
was really more short term things I had for
Chris. And the very last year of his life, my
prayer was never to have a cure for cancer
for him because it kept coming back for a
reason. I … you can’t see the big picture, you
know. My mind is too minute to understand
the big picture. So I just prayed for him to
be happy. And my hope and my dream for
him was to always be happy.
But Chris did have a dream for himself.
He was a great drawer. He was a great technical, yes, he was an outstanding technical
drawer. He was what they called a perspective
drawer where he loved to do like city streets
that would, you know, narrow down. His perspective on drawing was just outstanding, he
was very detailed with his work. And when,
towards the end, he said he was going to try
to beat the cancer so that he could become
an architect and design Ronald McDonald
houses. So that was his dream.
PN: Since you were by Chris for the entire 16-year battle that he had to endure,
do you wish Chris was never afflicted by
multiple cancers, that he had lived an
easier life?
DK: No. No. It is better to have a short life
and live with such great faith and have the
quality of the life and not the quantity of
the life. And I miss him, but as a mother,
how could I want anything more for this?
Your mother is not going to get what I got
today. And let’s hope that you know, you
will live beyond your mother’s life. And I
was blessed with him even though it was
short-lived, things that were painful in the
past that I thought, I’ll just never be able to
get over these things. As time goes by, they
reveal themselves like epiphany form that
I understand now, and they weren’t painful
or devastating things, they were actually
blessings. And when people say blessings
in the disguise, it is not a cliché. There are
blessings in disguise. And Chris is alive in
many other ways now, I just can’t physically
see him. But, you know, I can’t see Chris
in you, but he is there. I can’t see Chris in
that tree, but he is there. He is very much
alive but in a whole new capacity. And better than before.
PN: You mentioned how time passes.
Unfortunately as time passes, the future
SLUH will never get to know Chris on
a personal level, as well as some part of
the current SLUH. What do you want the
future SLUH community to remember
Chris as?
DK: (long pause) The Dutchboy was a smile.
(pause) And I would rather … Because
they’ll never get to know him in the future,
but I think at this point, it is more important
to see your classmates and what they have
done to continue on the legacy. So it’s more
… your class and this faculty that needs to
be remembered. And not even so much him,
because he is alive and well in you guys and
doing fine.
PN: This is the last question. If Chris were
here, what message do you think he would
want to give to SLUH?
DK: (pause) Originally what would come
to mind would be something like “You need
to go to class now Chris” or “Quit drawing
in class and you’re actually supposed to be
doing your homework.” Um … I’m sorry,
repeat that question because I went out on
a tangent of actually … I’m sorry what was
your question again?
PN: It’s all right. If Chris were here, what
message do you think he would want to
give to SLUH?
DK: (long pause) Thank you.
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papers, take online quizzes, and share documents, necessitating some level of computer and Internet availability. Moran
said that the administration has “been strategic about how
we’ve incorporated technology,” taking care not to leave
any students straining to meet technology demands.
“I like the thought and strategy that’s gone into the
technology planning here,” said Moran. He cited the placement of computers throughout the school that are open to
student use most of the day: the computer lab holds 52
desktop units and the Robinson
Library holds 24 desktops and
offers 25 laptops for students
to check out. Computer Support Specialist John Haefele
said that the school’s available
computers are generally only
fully occupied during Activity
Period and just after school.
	Moran said that data about
student Internet access at home
was consistent with data from a
parent survey about communications that the administration
issued over the summer.
In this week’s Prep News survey, only 67 percent of
students said that Internet use at SLUH is available to them
whenever they need it. Thirty-two percent described SLUH’s
Internet offerings as “unreliable” or “difficult to obtain at
times,” and one percent said Internet is never available to
them when they need it.
	Students complained about both a lack of availability
during Activity Period and slow connection speeds. Senior
David Burr said that he frequently finds all library computers occupied, leaving him occasionally helpless in times of
Internet need.
	One student wrote on his survey that he found it “inconsiderate to force students to use the Internet” because
the Internet is “nearly inaccessible” to that student. Many
others, like sophomore Ben Thomas, found SLUH’s connection to be “unreliable” and slow.
However, Haefele said that more wireless access points
have been added recently to strengthen the connection. Moran
said that many problems that students have had with past
Internet connections may have already been solved.
Having just over 100 computers available to a student
body of over 1,000 can sometimes pose problems.
“We kind of rely on the fact that a large percentage of
our students are checking (the
Internet) at night at home on
their home computer or on
their mobile device,” said
Moran, describing the administration’s intention for school
computers as supplements to
the access that students have
at home. However, Moran
said that home access is still
not required “because every
student has Internet access
at school” if they cannot meet schoolwork demands at
home.
“As long as we’re providing the same technology here
that we’re expecting students to be able to access elsewhere,
then we’re able to keep those students up to date,” said
Moran. “In cases where students don’t have reliable service
at home, they find it here.”
	This has been the case for Brende, who arrives early
and leaves as late as 7 p.m. to use SLUH’s computers. Still,
Brende said he had occasionally missed assignments or due
dates because he couldn’t find a computer terminal.
“Usually (teachers) give me an extension,” said
Brende.
Zimbra
	This year’s strongest push to increase student technology use requires students to check their new Zimbra
e-mail accounts. E-mail was one example of a technology
that the administration recognized as pervasive in student
life. Moran said that establishing Zimbra as an interface for
student contact with teachers was not meant to supplant any
student’s outside e-mail accounts, but rather was meant to
apply the technology of e-mail to students’ academic lives.
Only five percent of surveyed students said they had never
checked their Zimbra accounts, while 62 percent said they
check it daily and 26 percent said they check it weekly.
“We don’t want (Zimbra) to be forcing students to go
check every day when there’s nothing there,” said Moran.
“The more reasons there are to use (Zimbra), the more
people will use it.” Moving the rarely-viewed scrolling
announcements to Zimbra e-mail blasts and providing an
online calendar are just a couple of the tools that Zimbra

has added.
	Only 23 percent of surveyed students described Zimbra
as unnecessary and cumbersome. Senior Jake Pilla said he
found Zimbra “annoying with its numerous e-mails that do
not really pertain to me.” Several other students complained
that Assistant Principal for Student Life Brock Kesterson’s
announcement e-mails sent during Activity Period come too
late and announce events that are often over. Students also
criticize the paperless calendar because they cannot access
it during classes.
But Moran said that
only a little over one month into
student use of Zimbra, he was
“encouraged by the results of
Zimbra in a very short period
of time.”
	The Zimbra feature that
has brought the biggest impact
on student life is the interface it
provides with teachers. Zimbra
includes an address book that
allows students to e-mail any
teacher and allows teachers to
e-mail whole classes of students
at a time.
	Economics teacher Lauren Block said she e-mails all
of her economics classes “about twice weekly” to share
“assignments and study tips.”
“I use (Zimbra) as a huge incentive to do well in the class and to help
use Zimbra as a communication
stream,” said Block, who expects
students to receive her e-mails
“within 24 hours.” Block offered an
extra credit opportunity to students
who responded to her Zimbra email, and found that only six out of
almost 120 AP economics students
did not respond. She e-mailed both
in-depth problem explanations and
detailed assignments when she was
absent recently.
	Moran encouraged students to forward e-mail messages
to an outside e-mail account to make it more accessible.
Eighteen percent of surveyed students said they had utilized
the forwarding feature, including 28 percent of seniors and
25 percent of sophomores. However, group e-mails sent to
the entire student body have
trouble forwarding to outside
accounts.
	Moran said that he did
not expect upperclassmen to
make Zimbra their primary
mail account, but that it could
become more of a primary
account for current freshmen
and incoming classes who
may not have established
e-mail accounts.
Web Sites
	Among Moodle, WebAssign, PowerSchool, Zimbra,
Turnitin.com, sluh.org, and several individual teachers’
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web pages, students do assignments all over the web. Fiftyeight percent of surveyed students said they had no trouble
navigating to the different sites, but 29 percent found the
sprawling number of sites difficult to manage. Moran said
he hopes to integrate web sites into one central SLUH site
as much as possible in the long-term, but Haefele pointed
to the limitations of that kind of assimilation.
“Some of those sites can’t be brought under the same
umbrella,” said Haefele, referring to specifically to WebAssign and Turnitin.com’s need for an outside, privately-owned
database. The student page on sluh.org already includes
sidebar icons linking students to various school-related
websites, but many students complain about managing
multiple usernames and passwords. Haefele said that that
kind of management is only possible for local sites, but a
consolidated system for those local sites is in the works.
	Moran said he envisioned a program that allowed for
a single login that would connect students to their accounts
on many academic sites.
“We’ve started to kind of flesh out the ideas of where
we want to go with it, but it hasn’t developed as an idea or
as a concept enough to have gotten to a concrete planning
stage,” said Haefele about the potential consolidation.
Laptops
	SLUH has intentionally shied away from a student
laptop program, and only 17 percent of surveyed students
said they wished otherwise. SLUH currently offers laptop
carts that teachers can take into
classrooms as needed, a system
that Moran said came from a
deliberate and careful balance
of computers as a classroom
utility against computers as an
educational distraction.
	One-third of surveyed
students said they wanted the
opportunity to use laptops in
class, while not requiring student
laptop ownership. However,
Moran said that under current
rules, that system is already
possible.
“There’s no school-wide rule that says you can’t use
(laptops) in class,” said Moran, although he said teachers
of individual classes would decide whether or not to allow
a student to bring in a laptop. A SLUH registry of wireless
Internet devices began at that start of this school year.
“Laptops would be very useful tools as long as they’re
not big distractions,” said sophomore Kevin Landgraf.
Many students said they thought laptops would facilitate
note-taking and access to information, but others pointed
to the temptations of web surfing and social networking as
potential distractors during class time. Moran also noted
preparation for college as a major reason to allow laptops
into the classroom.
“On the whole, I hear students saying that what we
currently use for our laptop program is what they like,”
said Moran. Seniors, who had been exposed to SLUH’s
laptop system longest, produced the lowest percentage in
favor of universal laptops at under five percent of students
surveyed.

SPIRIT WEEK
(from 1)
            Spirit Week started out on Monday by honoring the
life of Chris Zandstra, a beloved member of the class of
2010 who passed away two years ago after his fight with
cancer. The student body and other members of the SLUH
community donned CZ T-shirts and attended the tree dedication in his memory. (See story p. 1.)
            Tuesday featured “Ugly Shirt” Day, though clothing
had to maintain the school dress code, and the SLUH Spirit
Week tradition of Jr. Billy Idol. Each class competed in a
talent competition featuring singing, dancing, and, in the
case of the sophomore class, terrible stand-up comedy. The
freshman class’s dance moves were shown off, the junior
class performed a self-written rap, and the sophomores
sent two unprepared students up on stage with an attempt
at stand-up comedy. The senior class won the competition
with a synchronized, choreographed dance routine that
showcased the seniors’ talents, including a front flip finish
by senior Bernie Nester. The SEN10Rbills consisted of Scott
“Hat Trick” Jackson, Drew “Noodles” Tierney, Christian
“Dazzle” Stark, Bernie “Front Flip” Nester, and Jamie “Big
Game James” Hagan.
	Stark described the senior class’s performance in a
single word: “Fire.”
            On Jersey Wednesday, students gathered to watch

the 3-point competition in the Danis Field House, one of the
first instances of the student body gathering in the new building for an event. The student body looked on as Mayberger
won the competition and beat STUCO co-moderator Robert
Evans in the finals with a total of 3-point shots.
            Though Thursday displayed a “Lumberjack” dress
code, the main SLUH event and tradition of “Wet Billies”
had to be cancelled due to inclement weather, much to the
disappointment of many students.
            “Wet Billies cancelled due to wetness, it doesn’t
make sense,” said senior David Fleming.
            Today brings Spirit Week to a close with a dress
down day and the Jr. Billiken Relay during activity period.
The relay includes events such as kicking a field goal, a
scooter race, a trip through Hannick’s Hall of Knowledge,
and a slip-n -slide finish. The senior class feels confident
about its chances of winning the competition.
“Spirit Week is when the senior class shows that it’s
the best, end of story,” said Fleming.
	Ending with Rocktoberfest, Spirit Week was intended to
increase school spirit and pride, according to senior Social
Rep Luis Llanos.
“Considering the circumstances, it’s been going well,”
said Llanos. “It’s been fun.”
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JV Swimming hydroplanes after slow start
Cullin Tripp
tional (placing 4th out of 8). Next up, the JV
Reporter
took on Fort Zumalt West and Jackson in a
espite a slow start, the JV Swimbills tri-meet that resulted in a win with a final
have gone on a recent win streak. JV of 137-105-80.
swimmers participate in many of the same 	After their second win of the season, the
meets as varJV Floatingbills
sity, but most
stayed at home
of their races
to defeat the
count only as
DeSmet JV and
exhibition.
Kennedy varsi	After losses
ty in a tri-meet,
in their first two
1 2 5 - 11 3 - 6 4 ,
meets to Parkrespectively.
way West and
Freshman JusParkway South,
tin Jellinek
the Jr. Bills have
contributed big
The Swimbills cut through the waters.
heated up, winpoints in the 200
ning their last four meets.
IM.
The first win came against Cape Notre
After the first win, the team traveled
Dame and Clayton in a tri-meet by a score of to Mehlville and got its first dual meet win
164-128-42. The JV then took a break from with a score of 126-44.
swimming exhibitions and stepped aside to
“Right now the season’s going pretty
let the varsity handle the Marquette Relays well for me, and I’m having fun making
(placing 6th of 11), and the DeSmet Invita- new friends and getting in shape,” said

D

photo by mr. matt sciuto

freshman Tanner Effinger. Effinger has had
a great season so far with his most notable
achievement being a time of 2:28.59 and
second place in the 200 freestyle.
When freshman Nick Koors was asked
about the season so far, he laughed and said,
“It’s going great; it’s definitely harder than I
anticipated, though.” Koors says he hopes to
swim the 500 freestyle to layer on top of his
stunning 50 freestyle time of 25.93, which
he achieved in a split time during the meet
against Mehlville.
“Our season so far has had some wins
and losses, but I think we have had a great
season so far,” says junior John Brockgreitens.
When asked about his swims this year
Brockgreitens said, “I am probably the most
proud of my 1:11.67 100 butterfly time.”
	At the mid-point of the season the JV
Bills are putting all of their effort towards
the JV MCCs on Oct. 31. The Floatingbills
will stay at home to face the Vianney Griffins
on Oct. 16 at 4 p.m. next week.

C Football battles injury, learn lessons
photo by mr. matt sciuto

Freshman wide receiver Matt Hinkebein breaks away
from the Webster Groves defense.

Joe Merrill
Reporter
he C football team is currently 3-5
with two games left in its season. The
team started its season out cold, losing its
first four games.
In their first game of the year, penalties

T

DeDICATION
(from 1)

SLUH. Dedicated October 5, 2009.” He
finished by offering the blessing on the tree
and plaque, asking that the spirit of Chris
Zandstra might serve as a reminder of the
Tree of Life.
	After Marchlewski completed his
prayer, Fister introduced Rico Bertucci,
father of senior Rob Bertucci. Bertucci
performed “Sixteen,” a song he wrote for
guitar and vocals after hearing about Zandstra from his son and reading the coverage
of Zandstra’s death in the Prep News. When
he read yet another article in the magazine
Jesuit, “I just wandered into my front room
and sat down with my guitar,” he said.
Zandstra’s insistence that his classmates
wear blue rather than formal attire to the
funeral particularly inspired Bertucci. “It
just struck me and I just thought, ‘Well, this
is what Chris would be saying to his fellow
classmates if he were still here: to get back
on the road, go forward, go for the prize,
and finish strong,’” he said.
Bertucci later mentioned the song to
President David Laughlin at a Fathers Club
meeting, and Laughlin told Student Council
(STUCO) about it during the dedication
planning process.
	Senior Mike Mayberger then gave
a “heartfelt speech,” according to senior
Student Body President Kevin Mueller.
Mayberger, who had gone to grade school
with Zandstra at St. Clare of Assisi, recalled

hindered the CyaBills as they fell to Parkway
South 26-0.
In their second game, tight end Tyler
McNeil scored the first touchdown for the
class of 2013 late in the fourth quarter.
However, it was too little too late for the Jr.
Bills as they fell 21-8.
In the team’s first D game, a failed extra
point attempt came back to bite the team
in the end, as they fell to Bishop DuBourg
14-13. A 35-0 loss to DeSmet culminated
the losing streak.
However, the Seebills have been hot of
late, despite key injuries. In the first victory
of their football careers, SLUH downed
the Webster Groves Statesmen behind two
touchdown passes from quarterback Matt
Binz.
	Since then the team has gone 2-1, dropping to CBC 32-12 and beating MCC rival
Vianney 27-20.
	The D team sandwiched the two MCC
contests with a victory over CBC’s D team,
where running back Jermel Hundley’s run put
the Bills up for good in a 20-13 victory.
	The Blueseabills have battled injuries

throughout the season. In their first three
games alone, the Billikens were forced
to start three different quarterbacks with
injuries to Binz and Ryan Hurston. Star
running back, kicker and outside linebacker
Alex Mackin, who had accounted for nearly
50 percent of the teams points, tore his ACL
and MCL against Chaminade.
However, like their varsity counterparts,
the team has battled and found success as
replacements such as Hundley have played
key roles.
“I feel that our defense has stepped up
the last few games and that has caused recent
success,” said linebacker Ryan Casselton.
Two games remain for the Billikens as they
try to salvage their season. Both are away
from home, as they take on Mehlville next
Thursday and await a rescheduled game
against rival Chaminade. The Wilsonbills
hope to continue riding their current two
game win streak.
“I believe we can win out and end the
season with a .500 record,” said center and
captain Alec Abeln.

visiting him in sixth grade while he was
recovering from surgery. Mayberger was
surprised to hear Zandstra exclaim, “Man,
I am living the life!” When Mayberger inquired further, Zandstra replied that he could
eat as much as he liked and didn’t have to
go to school.
Incredible strength and gusto for life
marked Zandstra’s life, Mayberger said. “He
didn’t need pity because he had extraordinary
self-esteem,” he said.
Mayberger proceeded to explain the
symbolism of the tree. SLUH, he said, formed
the roots, and Zandstra was the trunk. He
touched many others, who are represented by
the branches. They in turn extend themselves
to affect others, the leaves.
	Mayberger concluded: “Here’s to you,
Superman—this Spirit Week won’t let you
down!”
Bertucci played a second song, which
was inspired by a conversation with
Marchlewski. According to Bertucci, it
was his attempt at creating an anthem for
SLUH.
	The song consisted of the Prayer for
Generosity set to music with a repeated
refrain of “Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam. After
performing by himself for a short time, Bertucci invited the crowd to sing the refrain.
	At the conclusion of the song, the seniors who had balloons released them, and
they drifted westward over the soccer field
and parking lot. Then students, faculty, and
guests adjourned for refreshments or returned

to the building.
	Mueller called the celebration a “great
way to start off Spirit Week.” He hopes
that the tree will preserve Zandstra’s spirit
and legacy for future classes. “Once we’re
gone, it’s nice to know that there’s going to
be something that will live on in his name,”
he said.
Fister added that the ceremony accomplished the purpose of commemorating
Zandstra’s spirit.
“The best way to do it was something
like that, which was very happy, very lighthearted, not very somber,” he said.
Laughlin said that remembering Zandstra took spiritual importance as well. “It’s
indicative of the priority of this institution.
It’s who we are,” he said. “We believe Chris
Zandstra has the eternal life we all hope for,
and his spirit is, in fact, very much with
us.”
	Senior Mark McBride, another friend of
Zandstra’s from grade school and through his
SLUH experience, cited his life as a reason to
remember him. “If you forget about (people
like Chris), you can’t learn from them,” he
said.
	Marchlewski said that Zandstra’s attitude caused people to come together,
commenting that the class of 2010 may be
more united than any senior class in recent
years.
“He made us bond together, not in the
glory of victory, but in the disappointments
of life, in the hardships of life, in the confu-
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(from 4)

who protected the cage in the third period.
Oakville scored three unanswered goals, and
the game ended with a score of 6-3 in favor
of Oakville High.
	Many players looked back at the game
in disgust.
Faceoff specialist junior Matthew Potter
said, “We didn’t have very many positives,
and we didn’t work hard enough.”
Junior defensemen and goal scorer
Jackson Hoffman said, “They (Oakville) are
a blue-collar team, and we just didn’t come
to work.”
But positives were still quite evident in
Wednesday’s game. Busenhart said before
the game that because the team lost a lot
of offensive talent from last season, SLUH
would need more goals scored by the defense
with “more shots from the point (the blue
line).” SLUH’s first goal Wednesday night,
in fact, was scored by a defender, and the
team played well, before the third period.
The team’s next game is at 7:00 p.m. on
Oct. 15 against rival DeSmet at the Webster
Ice Arena.

PUNT
(from 4)

game, the ball landed and then rolled about
15 yards to SLUH’s 5. While the ball was
rolling Sansone waved his arms like an
umpire making a safe call, confusing the
Vianney gunners, who weren’t sure if that
meant fair catch or not. As the defenders
hesitated, Sansone picked up the ball and
started hauling up the sideline. At about the
thirty, Sansone cut back up field, making for
the opposite sideline, which was completely
deserted. From there he played traffic cop,
directing blockers until he found himself in
the Promised Land.
“It was an excellent Jeremy Maclin
imitation,” said sophomore and avid Jr.
Bills fan Nathan Rubbelke.
	Though Vianney scored again midway
through the fourth, the fatal wounds had
been inflicted. McDonagh put the cherry
on top of an already beautiful cake, with a
one-yard QB sneak to finish the scoring, and
capping off SLUH’s most satisfying victory
of the year 42-20.
The team’s next game is at SLUH tonight
at 7p.m. against Chaminade, and junior juggernaut running back Rob Standard who has
already run for 1,326 yards this season.  
“We played very good defense against
a passing team last week,” said senior linebacker Collum Magee. “We just have to do
the same thing this week against a running
team.”
	Mackin was much more frank on how
to handle the Red Devils: “Stop the run.”
sion of our faith,” he said.
Zandstra’s refusal to allow cancer to
limit him also made him unique. “The way
Chris lived his life was remarkable, how he
had cancer and so many surgeries and yet he
still wanted to be like everybody else and
go to school and participate in sports and
extracurriculars,” Mayberger said. “Chris
really enjoyed his life and took everything
head-on.”
	Senior Jamie Hagan, who became
friends with Zandstra in this freshman Spanish class, thought that Zandstra served as a
unifying force for his class.
“He set the attitude of our class, set the
tone of how we should be as a class and as
individuals,” Hagan said. “He never complained, and he was always happy, even in
bad times, because he knew his life was short.
At the same time, he knew it was important
to enjoy it and take things seriously, but not
stress on it.”
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Calendar

By: Patrick O’Leary and Conor Gearin

Friday, October 9

Schedule R
Spirit Week:
Dress: Dress Down
Activity: Junior Billiken
Relay
Wellness Club Movie Night 9pm
Class of ’69 Reunion 5pm
Class of ’79 Reunion 5pm
Sports
FB vs. Chaminade 7pm
JV SOC vs. Hillsboro 4:30pm
C SOC @ CBC Tourney

Lunch
AP Snack—Chicken Giggles
Lunch: Special—Sweet ‘n’ Sour
Chicken
Healthy—Enchilada
Saturday, October 10
Rocktoberfest 5pm

Tuesday, October 13
Schedule M
Dr. Gerald Early Visit
College Rep Visits:
Illinois College-M110
Sports
SOC @ Vianney 6pm
B SOC @ Vianney 4pm
C SOC vs. Vianney 4pm
Lunch
AP Snack—Fiestadas
Lunch: Special—Chicken Bites
Healthy—Chicken Cordon Bleu

The Weekend

Sports
SOC @ Jr. Bill Classic 2pm
XC @ MCC Championship
10am
C SOC @ CBC Tourney

*Lunch menu subject to change

Monday, October 12

Schedule R
St. Louis Symphony Concert AP
College Rep Visits:
Emory University-M108
- Michael Clanahan SLUH
’06 Q&A
Sunday, October 11
University of MissouriKEEN 12:30pm
Columbia-M110
Mother’s Club Card Party—
Sign up in Counseling
SLUHlard Market
Office to Attend:
Texas Christian University
10:30am

Wednesday, October 14

PSAT Exam for So./Jr.
No Classes for Fr./Sr.

Fun Fact
On this day in 1888: The motion
picture was invented (121st
anniversary)
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Thursday, October 15
Schedule R
Fr. English Tutorial AP
College Rep Visits:
St. Louis University-M110
Benedictine College-M108
Sports
SOC vs. O’Fallon 6pm
JV SOC vs. CBC 4:15pm
B SOC vs. O’Fallon 4pm
Lunch
AP Snack—Cookies
Lunch: Special—Chinese Combo
Healthy—Beef ‘n’ Bean Burrito
Intramurals
Freshman Bashball
Campion vs. Currigan (Game 1)
Dunn vs. Hagan (Game 2)
Loyola vs. Murphy (Game 3)

Sports
JV FB @ Chaminade 4:30pm
Lunch
AP Snack—Beef & Chicken
		
Taquitos
Lunch: Special—Multigrain Pizza
Healthy—Philly Cheese Steak
Intramurals
Senior Bashball
Sheehan vs. Xavier (Game 4)
Backer vs. Game 1 Winner
		
(Game 5)
	Regis vs. Game 3 Winner
		
(Game 6)

Friday, October 16

Schedule R
STUCO Blood Drive
Jr. Class Mass AP
Class of ’59 Reunion
College Rep Visits:
Fontbonne University-M110
Truman State Univesity-M108
Sign up in Counseling Office to Attend:
Morehouse College 8am
Sports
FB vs. Ritenour 7pm
B SOC @ CBC 4pm
SWIM vs. Vianney 4pm
Lunch
AP Snack—Mozzarella Sticks
Lunch: Special—Pasta with Garlic Bread
Healthy—Baked Pollock
Intramurals
Freshman Bashball
Sheehan vs. Xavier (Game 4)
Backer vs. Game 1 Winner (Game 5)
	Regis vs. Game 3 Winner (Game 6)

FUN FACT
BLAH BLAH BLAH...

					

National Merit Commended Students
Patrick Archer
Robert Bertucci
Brian Campbell
Robert Chisholm
Michael Dienstbach
Michael Dryden
Kevin Easley
William Ebel
Kurt Eisele

Kevin Fitzgibbon
Stuart Fogarty
Robert Golterman
Peter Harris
Jonathan Henke
William Hentz
Michael Kaucher
Colin Lehman
Collin McCabe

Padrick Mulligan
Michael Phillips
Andrew Scheibe
Daniel Schmidt
John Schneier
John Seaton
Robert Thames
Matthew Tryniecki
Patrick Vastola

