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New Danis Field House rises Dr. John Moran
Matt Bettonville
Core Staff

B

acker Memorial is growing, and when
students returned to school Monday,
they found construction on the biggest
piece of the expansion, the Danis Field
House, to be well underway. The stone
frame of three of the four walls of the field
house, which serves as the centerpiece of
the Vision 2000 (V2K) plan, now stand.
The stone will be covered by a new brick
façade to serve as the main entrance to the
school. Tall, arching windows looking out
from the field house framed onto the school’s
south quadrangle have earned the towering
field house nicknames ranging from cathedral to castle. President David Laughlin said
that the current plan is to include windows
over the field house entry with etched glass

reading “AMDG” and possibly to include
stained glass in the design.
A live online video feed of the progress
of the construction has been posted on the
school’s website to keep the St. Louis U.
High community connected to the project’s
progress.
“There are benefactors … and alums
from St. Louis U. High that are all over the
world, and it’s kind of a neat idea to have
them be able to see this new project unfold
online,” said Laughlin. “We thought it was
an exciting way to have people look at the
project as it goes along.”
Ground was ceremonially broken on the
$10 million field house on May 7 in front of
students, benefactors, and staff following the
end of the year Mass (see Prep News vol. 72,

see CASTLE, 11

Mixer to be Saturday this year
Chris Brennan
News Editor

T

he 2008 incarnation of the Back to
School Mixer will continue the recent tradition of the SLUH-only policy for
males but will include other fundamental
changes.
The mixer will be held from 7 to 10 p.m.
on Saturday, Aug. 30. The Saturday date is
a departure from previous Back to School
Mixers, which were traditionally held on
Fridays. The change stems from the change of
schedule of the football team, which, instead
of playing its first game against Parkway
South on a Thursday, will now play South
today, the day before the mixer. STUCO
decided not to push the mixer back to a later
weekend for fear of conflicting with more
football games.
“It might be a downer because we had
all the fun activities at school all the way up

to the mixer. There might be less attendance,
but there is not much we can do about it,”
said senior RJ Half.
Student Body President John Heafner
said, “There is no constant reminder (during the day at school as it would be on a
Friday), but we’re hoping it will turn out
well.” He added, “We’re going to highly
publicize (here) and highly publicize it at
girls’ schools.”
Assistant Principal for Student Affairs
Brock Kesterson said of the change, “I liked
the Friday event. I’d prefer it on Friday
because I like having students at school
beforehand.”
Junior Frank Schumacher also expressed
concern over the Saturday date because of
other major events such as the MizzouIllinois football game and a concert by rapper
Lil’ Wayne. He added understandingly, “It

see MIXER, 12

joins SLUH as
principal

Kevin Casey
Editor

I

t is a given at St. Louis U. High—and
any other high school for that matter—
that the faculty should educate the students. After all, that is what they are here
for. It is uncommon, though, to hear of
students being called upon to educate their
teachers, let alone their principal. Yet “educate the principal” has been the mantra of
new principal John Moran this week.
Moran who previously served as an
English teacher, shot-put and discus coach,
Campus Ministry Director, Dean of Students,
and Assistant Principal for Academics at St.
John’s Prep in Danvers, Mass., was hired as
SLUH’s principal last spring (see Volume
72, Issue 25). He officially started the job
on July 1 and has since been working on
acclimating himself to the school.
“I’ve been in schools for fifteen years,
and I don’t remember being this excited to
get the school year started,” Moran said.
He said that although July was a nice, quiet
time to get acquainted with SLUH, “until
the school’s up and running you don’t get
the total feel for what the school’s like, so I
was very excited and anxious for (the first
day) to come.”
Moran received positive reviews from
faculty and students. “He struck me as a
very energetic person,” said Spanish teacher
Myriam Aliste. “I think he’s very excited
to be here and ready to work. Even though
he’s new here, he has some ideas of what
he wants to do. I think a lot of the things he

see MORAN, 13
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Campus Ministry expands

Mark Waterman
Core Staff

try Matt Stewart, the administration told him
in the summer of 2007 that the office was
ith the completion of the Danis Field due for remodeling. The student commons
House soon to provide more space and STUCO room were slated to be moved
for St. Louis U. High, many departments and the space they occupied to be made a
and offices will be expanding or moving part of the old Campus Ministry office.
to new areas of
Stewthe school. As
art and the
space is vacated,
other members
remaining
deof the campus
partments
will
ministry team
expand to fill
then assembled
the space. The
to decide how
first of these imbest to use what
provements was
is now 2700
completed this
square feet
The Campus Ministry office underwent a major overhaul
summer,
with
of space. The
commons and the STUCO
the Campus Ministry this summer, absorbing the
group
decided that,
room.
office as the lucky realong with five ofcipient of an expansion and a complete fices, they would like a work room, conferfacelift.
ence room, and storage room for retreat
According to Director of Campus Minissee MINISTRY , 14
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Oakland Ave. gets makeover

Ben Kim
Core Staff

all construction work should be completed
by the middle of October.
“Everything obviously just hinges on
t. Louis U. High and the St. Louis Science Center are currently reconstruct- weather. This weather has been less than
ing their section of Oakland Avenue in an desirable as far as being cooperative, and
they always have to work around that and
effort to improve and beautify the street.
“As far as being able to improve our own work around our schedule,” said Rankin.
According to former Director of
area, our own Oakland, we want to make
Facilities PatOakland Avenue a
rick Zarrick and
more user-friendly
Rankin, SLUH
street and also bring
had initially draftsome beautification
ed plans to redo
to our own area,” said
Oakland Avenue
Director of Facilities
by itself, called
Joe Rankin.
the Oakland AvConstruction beenue Streetscape
gan around MemoImprovements.
rial Day, and so far
But in 2005,
workers from R.V.
after being apWagner, Inc., a conproached by the
crete contractor, have
St. Louis Science
stripped the street,
Oakland Ave. underwent construction to beautify the street and also improve it.
Center with its idea to apadded a five-way sewer
ply for funding from the
junction, constructed the
new curbing for the medians, placed dirt East West Gateway Council, a federal agency,
and a sprinkler system in the medians, and SLUH went along with that application.
After having their plans accepted by the
laid the electrical work and foundation for
new signs. The resealing and restriping of East West Gateway Council several months
the road is scheduled for Sept. 7 and 8, and
see OAKLAND, 10
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Chris Brennan
News Editor

I

nstead of taking a multiple choice test
on the schoolwide summer reading
book, Dava Sobel’s Longitude, as they
have done in years past, St. Louis U. High
students participated in organized discussion groups on Wednesday to talk about
various aspects of the book.
The science and social studies departments had students prepare for the discussions by having them write at least ten journal
entries over the book’s themes. The students’
journals and participation in the discussions
will count for two percent of their semester
grades in science (for freshmen and juniors)
or in social studies (for sophomores and
seniors).
Anne Marie Lodholz, who organized the
reading of Longitude this year, was pleased
with the discussions. She said, “I think it was
a good experience. We wanted a follow-up
that included the entire school and allowed
us to process and deal with the text that we
chose.”
Reactions to the book and to the discussion sessions varied among both students
and faculty. Chemistry teacher Charlie
Busenhart, a member of the science department, which helped decide on the book, said,
“For history of science I found the book very
interesting, except the way it was written it
went from one place to the other. It would
have been better to have a timeline and a
complete thread of what was going on instead
of jumping around.”
Senior Ryan Boschert said, “I liked the
story, but I didn’t like the format. I thought
it was a little bit too much like a history
book.”
Junior Robert Chisholm echoed Boschert’s sentiments. “I thought it was kind of
repetitive. It was like reading a text book.”
Chisholm found the discussion helpful
though. “I think (conversations) were a good
idea. Better than taking a test. It actually
engages you instead of just testing you on
small stuff,” he said.

see LONGITUDE , 10
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Letter to the Editor
Food Service: healthier food options

3

To the editor:
We would like to take this opportunity to update you on some
of the changes that will be made to the food service program for
the 2008—2009 school year. St. Louis University High administration and staff in partnering with Food Service Consultants have
begun phase one of a “four year plan.” These changes are being
implemented in an effort to help promote the overall “wellness” of
our students, faculty, and staff. Future changes will be made as we
move forward and will be designed to help meet the needs of the
students we serve.
We will be promoting healthier food choices, which will include a daily “Healthy Habits Lunch,” enhanced soup and salad bar,
the addition of more fruits and vegetables, healthier snack items,
a reduction in the frequency of deep fried foods, and limiting the
variety of soft drinks. We believe that you will both welcome and
be excited about these changes.

We would like to ask everyone’s help and understanding as
we begin to implement these changes next year. It is imperative
that both parents and students understand, accept, and welcome the
changes. Please be assured that these are all being made with the
students’ best interest in mind. We will be making every attempt to
provide those food items that are most popular with the students,
while offering healthy alternative selections as well. In order to
be successful, it will be important that we communicate with and
educate the students throughout the year.
We are excited about the challenge ahead, and believe that if
everyone works together, we can bring about positive changes for
our students that will last a lifetime.

As the student-run newspaper of St. Louis University High School,
the Prep News is a weekly publication that strives to inform the
SLUH community about events and people, with its focus on those
pertaining to the school, primarily through the written word.
The Prep News is neither the voice of the administration nor
the students. Rather, the newspaper serves to gather and distribute
information for the entire school. The Prep News editors and staff
members make every effort to be objective in their news coverage
and editing.
This year the Prep News has one news editor, one editor, and
one sports editor, The members of the editorial staff are co-workers
and share equally the duties of writing, copy-editing, layout, and staff
management. All of the editors share responsibility and leadership
of the paper. The editors are supported by a core staff of regular
reporters, who are frequently underclassmen.
It is the role of the editors to seek out and facilitate the reporting of all significant news at SLUH. While any faculty member or
student is welcome to submit suggestions for potential articles, the
Prep News is never obligated to publish any article idea; the editors
reserve the right to deem any potential article un-newsworthy and
retain it from publication for this or any other reason.
Our primary emphasis as editors of the Prep News is upon
clear and accurate writing and careful editing. But we do attempt
to include some visual expression–photography, drawing, technical
aids, etc.–in every issue. Despite our desire to make the paper visually appealing, we commit ourselves not to allow form to supersede
substance.
The Prep News strongly encourages underclassman involvement,
and our office on the second floor of the Jesuit Wing, room J220,
is always open for involvement, criticism, praise, or suggestions.

The Volume LXXIII Prep News editorial policy serves the purpose
of being the vehicle of the personal opinion, whether from students,
faculty, or others wishing to voice an opinion. All topics discussed in
the section will be related to St. Louis University High School.
Nothing published either as an editorial or as a letter to an editor
should be considered the opinion of the school, the administration,
or anyone other than its author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is the opinion of all six editors on a
particular topic. In their writing, the editors will make a strong
attempt to express their views in a clear and accurate fashion.
A commentary is defined as an opinion of one member of the
Prep News staff, not of the Prep News itself.
Every member of the SLUH community is welcomed and
encouraged to submit a letter to the editors. Every letter received
by the editors will be read and given consideration. All letters must
be signed, but the author’s name may be withheld from publication
by request and at the discretion of the editors.
The Prep News editors reserve the right to edit any submissions for publication in order to meet grammatical standards, but
they will not skew the author’s original intent. Also, the editors
reserve the tight to withhold from publication any submission if it
is deemed vulgar, tasteless, or otherwise inappropriate.
All authors wishing to have letters published must submit them
by 4:00 p.m. the Wednesday before the letter is to be published.
Letters can be given to any Prep News editor or moderator.
In addition, letters can be mailed to the Prep News courtesy of
St. Louis University High School, 4970 Oakland, St. Louis, MO
63110, or e-mailed to prepnews@sluh.org

Volume 73
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Jack Berger, ’09 gets tenth 36 on ACT for SLUH

Pat Lynch
Core Staff

W

ith about thirty seconds remaining,
senior Jack Berger noticed something wrong with his science test. He
looked at the diagram provided for him, a
graph on mitosis. But as he looked at his
answer key, he noticed a wrong answer.
Luckily, he was able to correct this mistake before the test proctor at Ladue High
School could say “Pencils Down!”on that
summer morning in June. Two weeks later, while sitting at his computer, Berger
saw the number 36 appear on his personal account at act.org. “I don’t know if I
could’ve gotten a perfect score if I didn’t
change that one answer,” Berger said.
With that perfect score, Berger becomes
the tenth student St. Louis U. High student to
do so on the ACT since 2005. He joins Paul
Barker ‘05, Matt Ampleman ‘06, Timo Kim

‘06, Andrew Schroeder ‘06, Joel Westwood
‘06, Todd Swift ‘07, Micah Minary ‘07,
Steven Schumacher ‘08, and fellow senior
Kevin Wright in this prestigious group of
SLUH test gurus.
Berger previously took the test that
April at Washington University in St. Louis,
scoring a 33. Seeking to improve his score,
Berger enlisted the help of math teacher Mr.
Craig Hannick and his ACT Prep Course.
“The course helped a lot,” said Berger. “Mr.
Hannick provided a lot of helpful advice.”
Berger hoped to improve his score to
a 34, and even believed the prospect of a
35 would be a “stretch.” So when the score
came back a 36, Berger was “flipping out”
and “so excited.” Berger improved by six
points on the math portion of the test, and
took his writing score from an eight to an
eleven out of a possible twelve points.
In addition to his exceptional test-taking

abilities, Berger is also very involved in
extracurricular activities at SLUH. He led
the varsity ice hockey team in both goals
and assists last winter and is a member of
the varsity tennis team. He is also a member of both the National Honor Society and
the Spanish Club. In regards to his future,
Berger says that Princeton University is the
top choice on his list of possible schools, and
plans to go into a pre-med program wherever
he goes to college.
Over 410,000 students took the ACT
on the June 14. Only 162 of these students
scored a perfect score, including eight from
the state of Missouri. SLUH students have
always routinely done well on the ACT. The
national average on the test is at 21.8, while
the average for SLUH students is at 29.
Hannick said of these numbers, “We start
with very select students, and our outstanding
faculty contributes to their success.”

include expanding on the Healthy Habit plate.
This option differs from the plate lunch from
last year in that dieticians approve it.
In addition, there are only two remaining
regular sodas on the fountain machine—
the rest are diet brands or juice. Next year,
there will be no regular sodas served during
school hours. There are more chicken items
that are not breaded. No fries will be served
on Wednesdays. Almost all lunch items
are now baked, and those that are fried use
trans-fat free oil. Chips sold in the cafeteria
and vending machines are mostly baked and
all have less that 36 percent of their calories
from fat. Unhealthy choices are also being
limited.
“We cut choices of candy almost by
half,” said Hylla.
“I was all for (the changes),” said Gilbert. “It is clear cut from all the research that
students who make healthy food choices
achieve in academics as well as athletics.”
He also thinks education is key, however.
There will still be unhealthy choices, but
through education provided at SLUH, he
hopes students will choose healthy food
more often.
“I don’t believe in completely eliminating … candies and ice creams—the real world

is not like that,” he said. He cited moderation
as key.
Students are beginning to notice the new
food options. Though many say it is too early
in the year for the changes to be very clear,
almost everyone has seen the sign advertising to-go food salads, fruit cups, specialty
wraps, and the Healthy Habits plate lunch.
“I think that it’s a good thing,” said
junior Joe Zacher, Jr. “It used to be that just
salad was a healthy choice, but now they
have more options.”
Sophomore Bill Luhmann said he hadn’t
noticed the changes, “Not at all. They’re selling the same food, just marked up. But I’m
fine with the food they’re selling now.”
Junior Joe Quinlan said he did not think
students will buy the healthier options like
to-go salads.
“I’m not worried about my health,” he
said.
One thing nearly all students saw was
the price increase. Food Service has realized they will have a 7 to 12 percent price
increase for this school year. This is due to
a new surcharge on all deliveries due to the
price of gas and the rising costs of food.
“We’re feeling the same thing your
parents feel when they go to the grocery

SLUH cafeteria menu going healthy

Conor Gearin
Reporter

B

uilding on a trend of adding more
healthy choices over the past few
years, Food Service Consultants, Inc. the
company that provides St. Louis U. High
with cafeteria food and vending machine
snacks, will implement phase 1 of their
“four year plan” in the 2008-09 school
year. This phase aims to give SLUH students more healthy choices for lunch and
snacks and limit less healthy food options.
Recently, the Archdiocese of Saint
Louis formed a committee for wellness,
which began improving the healthiness of
food served at archdiocesan schools. Food
Service personnel later met with this committee, aiming to create similar policies for
cafeteria food in schools not belonging to
the Archdiocese, such as SLUH. This year
focused on making such changes happen in
area high schools.
This summer, SLUH nurse and health
teacher Scott Gilbert, Mike Kumpf, president of Food Service Consultants, Inc., and
Kathy Hylla, also from Food Service, talked
about the changes that are taking place in
the 2008—2009 school year. Such changes

see HEATHY, 10
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Football to host Pats tonight in ’08 opener...
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Adam Cruz
Reporter

F

“

ootball is like nuclear warfare. There
are no winners, only survivors,” said
former New York Giants running back, receiver, and defensive back Frank Gifford.
Heading into the 2008 football season,
the St. Louis U. High Jr. Bills will try to
survive as many games as possible to improve on last year’s 6-5 mark.
Ranked No. 5 in the St. Louis area and
picked to win the Metro Catholic Conference
in both the Post-Dispatch and Rise Magazine,
big things are expected from the Churabills.
But SLUH has the talent and experience to
back it up, returning six starters on each side
of the football, the most coach Gary Kornfeld
has seen in a while.
“When you look at us with all of our
returners, game experience is an obvious
strength. We return our entire backfield, for
example,” said Kornfeld.
Indeed, the backfield looks strong with
third-year starter and senior quarterback John
Swanston leading the way. Although his three
main targets from 2007 are gone, Swanston
is gelling well with new targets senior Pat
Lanter, and junior receivers Mike Mayberger

...and
Luke Chellis
Staff

T

and Jake Fechter. Sophomore tight end Joe looks to use experience to make up for its
lack of size. Seniors Paul Bubash and Dan
Blume also figures to get some looks.
Marklin return on the left side at guard and
With 13 touchdowns
tackle, respectively, and jupasses and almost 1,900
niors Michael Gaines (right
passing yards last season,
tackle) and Tim O’Brien (the
Swanston will give the Jr.
incumbent center) fill out the
Bills a potent air attack to
rest of the line.
complement the stellar runOpponents will be surning game spearheaded by
prised by this offensive unit
senior running back Ronnie
in 2008, as the team has
Wingo.
moved to a no-huddle ofWingo, also in his third
fense in an attempt to take
varsity season, will get the
control of the game.
majority of the carries and
“We’ve used the no huddle
will look to improve on his
before, and it’s a good way
already astounding 2007
to set the tempo of the game,
stats (1,542 rushing yards,
and gives us the ability to
17 touchdowns).
speed up and slow down the
Clearing the way for
game,” commented KornWingo will be returning jufeld.
nior fullback Griffin Lowry.
As for defense, the Jr.
A bruising blocker and runner, Lowry will also get his Senior left guard Paul Bubash (64) Bills’ goal is simple. “We
protects senior QB John Swanston. see the ball carrier, and we
share of carries.
Returning four starters from 2007, the tackle him,” said senior captain linebacker
offensive line looks to be a plus for the Ameri- Morgan Cole.
The defense returns six starters from
cangladiatorbills. Led by senior captain and
see THE DOME, 15
right guard Matt Storey, this offensive line
PHOTO BY ZAC BOESCH

DeSmet for entire season

his fall, St. Louis U. High will host
three home football games for its
closest Jesuit brother school. DeSmet Jesuit High. Burdened by unforeseen delay,
caused by excessive spring rain on a track,
field, and press box renovation, DeSmet
will play no games at home this season.
DeSmet aims to complete its construction
work by Nov. 1.
According to Ken Luecke, DeSmet Assistant Principal of Activities, the problem of
construction setbacks first became apparent
in mid-June. Wally Sidney, S.J., President
of DeSmet, contacted SLUH President David Laughlin, who immediately welcomed
DeSmet to SLUH’s facilities as a gesture
of Jesuit collegiality. By happy chance, all
of DeSmet’s scheduled home games fell
on nights that SLUH football was on the
road.
In addition to potential playoff games,

DeSmet will play Sept. 5 vs. Hazelwood
East, Oct. 10 vs. Hazelwood West, and Oct.
17 vs. Francis Howell Central in the SLUH
football stadium. DeSmet will also play one
of its scheduled home games at Vianney and
one at CBC.
In an effort to best simulate a home
game, DeSmet will provide its own press
box personnel, peripheral game staff such
as the “chain gang” and faculty monitors,
food service concessions, and gate workers.
In addition, DeSmet will collect all game
admission fees at no rental charge for the
fields.
Four SLUH faculty members will be
involved in the administration of the games
to insure that the events process smoothly.
Computer teacher Tim Rittenhouse will serve
as a host for the visiting team, gym teacher
Patrick Zarrick will function as DeSmet’s
host, Tom Becvar will attend to the needs of
the press box workforce, and Charlie Clark
will oversee security. DeSmet will pay each

a stipend for their time and help.
The visiting team will use the green room
in the theater for dressing purposes while
DeSmet will be housed in the west end of
the locker room. At the request of Laughlin,
the Athletic Department will construct two
banners to welcome DeSmet, one hung from
the press box, and one placed in the locker
room.
“We have done this before with some
Catholic schools who have been in a difficult
situation: Bishop DuBourg, John F. Kennedy,” said Dick Wehner, SLUH Athletic
Director. SLUH has also hosted MICDS in
a similar manner for a playoff football game.
Unlike this current arrangement, those games
were only singular occurrences.
“As Catholic schools or maybe just as
schools … we can model what we say about
ourselves and act with some generosity,” said
Laughlin.
“It’s disappointing that we are not go

see OVERTIME, 15
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Riflers take silver at National Junior Olympics
6

Curtis Riganti
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High rifle team successfully added to its already impressive trophy case after traveling to Anniston, Ala. for the National Junior Olympic
3-Position Precision in June. The Riflebills’ four-man team, consisting of senior
Jason Nienhaus, juniors Dan Hermsmeier
and Houston Barber, and Sam Gall, ’08,
began preparing in late May for the tournament. They hoped to win another national championship to add to their six,
including one in 2004.
Air rifle shooting is a precise sport with
little to no room for error, so they could ill
afford to lose focus. Each shooter on a team
takes 20 shots from each of three different
positions: prone, standing, and kneeling. A
shooter may earn a total of 600 points after
each round.
Suprisingly, final totals are normally not
far from a perfect 600 points. According to
senior Jason Nienhaus, “Tens are not a very
rare occurrence,” and the team’s goal is to
score at least a 580 per person, a goal that

best score. The Precisionbills knew that
they often meet.
	The Jr. Bills qualified for the national they had to catch up, and one reason they
tournament after winning Missouri’s state were able to do that on day two was their
competition in Owensville. The national composure and concentration. Neinhaus said
tournament in Anniston consisted of two he and his teammates “tend to not want to
divisions, club and scholastic. SLUH com- know the score difference”
The Jr. Bills posted the highest score
peted for the title in the scholastic division,
which consisted of eleven four-man teams of the day and finished second, eleven
points behind
from around the
Union Grove
country. On July
High School of
10, the teams had
Georgia. They
a chance to settle
finished with a
in and practice at
grand total of
the range.
4,610 points, a
The next
score that won
day, though, did
not go well for SLUH’s riflers, from left: senior Jason Nienhaus, Sam Gall, ’08, and SLUH a nationjuniors Houston Barber and Dan Mermsmeier.
al championthe Jr. Bills. According to Nienhaus, “Almost everyone had a ship in 2004, and this year left the team two
bad first day.” The one exception was junior points ahead of third place and three ahead
Dan Hermsmeier. His first round score, a of fourth.
While the team was disappointed that
personal best, kept the Jr. Bills in fifth place
after day one. But the Jr. Bills knew they they did not win first place this time around,
had points to make up, a very hard task to they were still pleased with their comeback that gave them second place. It was a
accomplish in riflery.
On day two, Hermsmeier continued his comeback that made coach Will Bresnahan
superb accuracy, posting another personal proud.
PHOTO COURTESY OF dan Hermsmeir

Futbills reboot for another title

Tony Billmeyer
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High soccer team will
enter the 2008 season with some unfinished business, having fallen just short
of their goal to win state last season.
Winning a championship will be anything but easy, as the team will be forced
to replace eight of last year’s eleven starters. The three remaining starters—seniors
Brian Schultz, Nick Maglasang, and Tim
Milford—will be captains, and will have to
provide much-needed leadership for a team
that lacks experience.
Coach Charlie Martel has been extremely pleased with the early signs of this
leadership. “At Ajax, our preseason camp,
the leadership has been fantastic, superb,”
he said.
Much of this year’s offensive attack will
lie on the shoulders of Schultz, who will head
a three-pronged attack with the support of
two second year varsity wingers: sophomore
Richie Hoffman and senior Ryan Vincent.

A major strength and point of confidence
for the upcoming season is the midfield. Anchored by Maglasang and Milford, the unit
will get a major boost from Vianney transfer
senior Tim O’ Connor, who will give the Jr.
Bills a major spark. O’Connor was forced to
forfeit his junior year of eligibility following
his transfer.
The Buffonbills’ back four this year
will have an entirely different look. Senior
keeper Kevin Corby will finally get his first
chance as a starter, and will be protected by
seniors Chris Gomez and Joe Zang, whose
pre-season form Martel praised. Senior John
Merlo and junior Bryson Duvall will make
up the rest of the backfield.
Though much of last year’s depth
has been depleted, this year’s edition of
the Kuytbills will yet again boast one of
the deepest teams in the MCC. They will
depend on first year varsity players senior
Kyle Grelle, sophomore Ben Emnett, and
senior Jake Pleban for the kind of relief off
the bench that will be imperative to mount
a serious championship challenge.

run

According to Maglasang, the team needs
“to be ready to work, and take it one game at
a time.” Both Maglasang and Martel stressed
the importance of the team’s composure.
The season will kick off its title reclamation project Sept. 5 against Gibault at Oerter
Park at 6:30p.m.

TYCHO HEALTHY

We are happy to report that Latin
teacher Mark Tychonievich has
fully recovered from his fight
with pancreatic cancer, and
is back to teaching and coaching
football full-time. Tychonievich
says that he’s had a clean bill
of health since around the
Fourth of July, but added that he
still needs to have a CAT scan
every three months.
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XC seeks second consecutive state title
Brandon Thornberry
Reporter

F

or most St. Louis U. High cross country athletes, the 2008 season began
at the end of May. Although the official
organized practices started Aug. 11, the
team put in a great deal of mileage during
the offseason, with individuals running
anywhere from 200 to over 600 miles to
prepare for the fall competition.
“Our team worked really hard over the
summer to prepare for this season,” said
senior Connor Hagan.
Along with a lot of mileage, the RyanHallbills enter the 2008 season ranked 17th
nationally by the Harrier XC Super 25.
“We can’t let the 17th place ranking affect us too much,” said senior captain Austin
Cookson. “Regionals and Nationals are still
a long way off. We need to focus more on
the important meets approaching us, such as
the Forest Park Cross Country Festival.”
Coach Joe Porter believes the hard work

Morgan,
Peter Mackowiak
Sports Editor

I

these athletes put in over the summer has
formed one of the deepest teams SLUH cross
country has ever seen. “We have 95 guys out
this year,” said Porter. “Our second seven
behind our top varsity could take on a lot of
other area schools’ top varsity (teams) and
do very well. Most of the athletes rounding
out our second seven and even a few in the
third seven would be varsity runners at many
other high schools.”
However, talent and hard work can only
take a team so far. Head coach Jim Linhares
believes the leadership and community of this
team will really be the underlying cause of
the team’s success.
“The leadership the senior captains and
underclassmen bring to this team really is
great,” said Linhares. “They bring a mix
of fun and seriousness that really unites the
team,” he said.
The coaches and team recognize there
is still room for improvement, especially in
executing the strategy that helped last year’s
team win state.

’05

magine you’ve just been drafted and
stationed in Idaho Falls, Idaho. Not excited? That’s understandable—it’s a nightmare scenario for most. But for Ryan Morgan, ’05, who was selected by the Kansas
City Royals in the 26th round of MLB’s
First-Year Player Draft in June, it was the
fulfillment of a childhood dream.
“I was ecstatic,” said Morgan. “From
when I started playing baseball as a kid, I’ve
always wanted to play pro ball.”
Morgan characterizes himself as a power
pitcher. Employing a four-seam fastball,
curveball, and change-up, he compiled a
3.89 ERA and led the Rockhurst Hawks with
74 strikeouts in just under 70 innings last
spring. His solid junior-year performance
earned him phone calls and mail from major
league scouts.
Despite the unpredictable nature of
the draft, Morgan expected that if he were
drafted, he would be joining one of the three
franchises who showed the most interest:
the Royals, Cleveland Indians, or St. Louis
Cardinals.

drafted

“Pack racing is really going to be stressed
this year,” said Porter. Racing as a pack is
rarely mastered by teams and really finds its
base in the community of the team, which
SLUH cross country has plenty of. The
Defendingstatechampionbills kick off their
season at McNair Park on Tuesday, Sept. 9.
The gun goes off at 4:30 p.m.

PN Prophecy
of the Week
“While Director of Diversity,
Clark also directed work
grant and, eerily like Brock
Kesterson, taught Psychology
and moderated STUCO.”
- From a 2003 feature on former
Dean of Students Eric Clark
(see volume 67, issue 22).

by

Royals

Morgan, who had never before been
“Obviously, I would have loved to be
drafted by the Cardinals, but I grew fond anywhere near the Pacific Northwest, enjoys
of the Royals,” said Morgan, who attended spending his free time in the mountains. But
college in Kansas City. “Also, the Royals playing ball, through rain, snow, and extra
are a team that likes to bring up young tal- innings, is definitely a full-time job.
The 2008 season has been
ent, so I’m happy knowing that
up-and-down for the rookie. In
I might have a better chance to
13 games—9 of them starts—
move up,” he said.
Morgan is 0-3 with a 7.18
While the draft represented
ERA.
a step in the right direction,
“I’ve had games where I’ve
Morgan has started his pro capitched really well and times
reer pitching for the Idaho Falls
where I’ve pitched really poorChukars—four minor league
ly,” said Morgan. “But overall,
levels and about 1,200 miles
it’s been a good year, with lots
from Kauffman Stadium.
and lots of learning.”
“The first time I heard I’d be
Morgan said he learned
playing for the Chukars, I didn’t Rookie Royal Ryan Morgan,
even know what (a chukar) was. ’05, played varsity baseball a great deal through academand football at SLUH.
ics and athletics in his time at
I thought it was ‘Chuckers,’ as
in, to chuck something at somebody,” said St. Louis U. High, where he played varsity
Morgan. “Apparently it’s some kind of game football his senior year as a free safety and
bird that flies around the northwest, although wide receiver and varsity baseball all four
years, as a pitcher and an outfielder. He was
I’ve never actually seen one.”
(Editor’s note: The chukar, Pakistan’s named 3rd-team All-Metro in baseball his
national bird, is a grayish-brown upland senior year.
“(SLUH baseball head coach) Steve
partridge that is indigenous to Asia and has
been established in the United States. But Nicollerat was the best coach I’ve ever had,”
see KC, 15
we’ve never actually seen one, either.)
PHOTO COURTESY OF 2005 DAUPHIN YEARBOOK
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Q & A with Brock Kesterson

Peter Mackowiak
Sports Editor

T

he Prep News sat down Tuesday with
Dean of Students Brock Kesterson to
discuss his new job. Here’s what transpired:
Prep News: What stands out in your mind
about your first day on the job?
Brock Kesterson: It was nonstop, busy. I
didn’t eat lunch. That’s one thing, it was
very hectic. The second thing was taking
care of the freshmen, and seeing how wideeyed, anxious, nervous,
and innocent they are.
That’s something that I
didn’t take note of as much
as a teacher, especially
since I taught seniors only.
Now, (my responsibilities)
have expanded to all four
classes. I had to reach out
and help them as much as
I could.

that you’re not blindsided when I say, “Hey,
you need to do this.” By saying, “Read the
handbook,” is that enough? I don’t know. To
me, this is all a learning process. I take notes
daily about what works and doesn’t work.
But I think communicating those expectations is a big part of it.
Also, I think (I’m responsible for) being compassionate to your needs, knowing
your stories, and understanding where you’re
coming from. That’s going to be hard. Now,
I’m dealing with 1200 young men, whereas
before I had smaller groups I was dealing
with—I had 100 guys in class, 20 in STUCO,
and 10 or 15 in basketball. So I had my little
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much do I want to make my own? Again, it’s
going to be an everyday process. My answer
to that question is I need to make this as much
my own as possible. For example, my desk.
Is it a little thing? Sure. But it’s not the way
Mr. Clark had it.
So I need to separate myself a little bit,
but at the same time hold on to what he did
well. Why completely abandon everything
he did? I think there are things he did that are
really going to continue to work, and there
may be some things along the line where
I’ll need to change it a little bit. I still talk
to him on a regular basis, just to touch base
and say, “Hey, how’d you deal with this?”
I don’t have all the answers, and
there’s a guy who I think had a lot
of the answers. So as long as he’s
a resource, I’m going to continue
to use him.

photo by Zac Boesch

PN: You’re also an administrator. What has been your
approach to the challenges and
opportunities that come with
having two new administrators?

PN: In what ways did you
reach out?

BK: Getting some fresh perspective will really help. We’ve turned
BK: It’s not me necessarily
over half the administrative staff.
going out of my way (to
You can look at that and say,
help them), but it’s part of
“Wow, how are we going to deal
what I do. Helping them
with this?” Or you can look at it as
open lockers, making sure
an opportunity. Dr. Moran brings
Mr. Kesterson hands out freshmen IDs during activity period on Tuesday.
they know their locker
in a whole new school’s perspeccombinations, helping them find their way groups. But now, I have to look out for ev- tive. He can mix and match that with our
around. They’re little things, things that we erybody and care for each and every person. two returning administrators, and we have
take for granted—you probably take for That’s going to be a challenge for me, but me bringing in the teaching perspective.
granted—but they really need some help.
I think we can do some great things. I do
one that I’m excited to take on.
believe that, considering the conversations
PN: Another part of your job is to hold PN: Compassion for every member of that we’ve had have been really insightful
students responsible for living up to the the school community is one area where as to where this school can go. We are proud
code of conduct.
(former Dean of Students H. Eric) Clark of our tradition, but I think it’s an important
set a high standard. How do you feel about thing to not rest on that. We need to think
BK: Yes.
we can always do better.
following him?
PN: What responsibilities do you have to
the students in this regard?
BK: I think the key is I have to be consistent.
And I have to be fair. That’s why I try to lay
things out as best as I can. My point is I want
you (to) know what the code of conduct is so

BK: When people ask me what my biggest
challenge is with this job, my response has
been: Following someone who was so well
respected and whom I respected greatly. I’m
coming into this job completely raw. Something I’ve had to figure out is: How much of
this do I want to make Mr. Clark, and how

PN: Last year, STUCO worked with Clark
for a compromise with the Running of the
Bills. How do you see yourself working
with STUCO this year?

see KESTERSON, 14
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Lauren Block Rueih-Wei Chien Helen McCormack
Economics
Chinese
Engineering
photo by Zac Boesch

photo by matt sciu

John Edwards
Reporter

L

     

auren Block, a St. Louis native and
Cor Jesu ’01 grad, will join the Social Studies department this year. She
steps into the place of Peggy Pride, who
retired last year after 26 years as SLUH’s
Economics teacher. Block had shadowed
Pride the last two years and seems prepared to keep up SLUH’s record of Economics excellence.
        Besides being a Cor Jesu graduate, Block
received both her bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in Economics from the University
of Missouri-St. Louis. She went on to teach
microeconomics at UMSL for two and a half
years, and also spent time in banking and as
a manager at PacSun. Block said she chose
to come to SLUH because it is really the
“only school with an Advanced Placement
Economics program like this” in the area.
         Block had a SLUH connection before
coming to the school—her brother, John
Block, ’04, was an All-MCC and AllAcademic linebacker who led the team in
tackles in nearly every game.
Block prefers the study of microeconomics over macroeconomics, even though most
people favor the latter. Most of her college
studies were focused on microeconomics,
though she assures SLUH that she also has an
extensive background in macroeconomics.
Block promises that her classes will be “tough
to sleep” in, stating that she becomes loud
when excited about the subject matter.
“I have been impressed and excited about
the enthusiasm my classes have shown about
economics this year,” she said.

Gary Newcomer
Reporter

R

photo by Matt Sciuto

eturning St. Louis U. High students
may be surprised to discover a new
addition to the foreign language department: Rueih-Wei Chien. Chien will assist
Dr. Ching-ling Tai in teaching Chinese I
for the next two years, and she will eventually assume all four Chinese classes.
Having majored in both French and hotel
management and received her M.B.A. at
Leicester University, Chien complements
the already highly qualified foreign language department.
Though born and raised in Taiwan, Chien
wanted to teach in a foreign classroom. “I
have always been fascinated with teaching
American students the (Chinese) language,”
said Chien after finishing her second day
teaching at SLUH. “I am very impressed
(with the students) and hope they will be
happy learning Chinese here.” She also noted
her students’ good behavior and desire to
grasp the language.
Though just beginning life as a Jr. Bill,
freshman Barrett Pazderka is very excited
about the course. “I’ve looked forward to
(class) each day,” he said, “Chinese is definitely one of my favorite classes.”
Her support carries among the upperclassman as well. “She’s a good apprentice
for Dr. Tai,” said senior Brendan Ross, who
takes Chinese I. “She creates a stress-free
classroom, laughs a lot, and always wears a
golden smile.”

Jack Witthaus
Reporter

S

he loves Jane Austen books and her
brother is theology teacher Carl Heumann, S.J. She has devoted her life to
working and teaching in science and technology. She’s even worked at Monsanto
and Anheuser Busch. Who is she? None
other than Helen McCormack, the new engineering teacher at St. Louis U. High.
A St. Louis native, McCormack grew
up in Affton where she went to grade school
at Seven Holy Founders. While in grade
school, she won the school science fair for
her display about the weather. McCormack
then attended Cor Jesu Academy. She decided
that she wanted to be an engineer because
she was very good with science and math and
because it ran in the family. So, she enrolled
in Rolla, now the Missouri University of
Science and Technology, where she earned
a degree in electrical engineering.
After graduating from Missouri S & T,
McCormack worked for Anheuser Busch for
three and a half years. After that, she worked
for Monsanto Chemical for about eight years.
Because of all the traveling with her first two
jobs McCormack decided to stop working for
a few years to raise her family. Right before
she came to SLUH, McCormack taught at
Forest Park Community College.
Currently, McCormack teaches a semester engineering elective to mostly seniors and
a handful of juniors. This is McCormack’s
first all boys school environment and, so far,
she enjoys working at SLUH, and thinks the
boys here are very polite and friendly.

News
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Margaret Schmidt
AP Psychology

Oakland

(from 2)
later, SLUH and the St. Louis Science Center
worked with HNTB, a design and planning
firm, in drafting the construction plans which
were finalized in August of 2007.
HNTB also helped in finding a suitable
construction bid from various contractors.
R.V. Wagner’s bid of $950,000 was selected,
75 percent of which will be covered by the
federal government with the remaining 25
percent shared between the St. Louis Science
Center and SLUH.
R.V. Wagner was selected because it
specialized in concrete construction, which
was a major aspect of the plans, and allowed
the company to keep the cost down.
At completion, the new Oakland Avenue
Center will have four new medians with
bushes and trees, smaller lanes, irrigation
systems, four ADA-accessible crosswalks,
new signs, sidewalk improvements, and two
accent towers with solar panels that light up
at night.
“There will be a SLUH presence and a
St. Louis Science Center presence that is even
greater than what it is right now, which is
the big win-win for St. Louis Science Center
and us,” said Rankin.

Longitude

(from 2)
Freshman Aiden Tallerico had mixed
feelings on the discussion. “I heard some
points that I hadn’t thought about while
reading. It could’ve been better structured.
There was awkward silence while having
the discussion,” he said.
Said Busenhart, “There was participation mainly by seniors, juniors, and a couple
of freshmen. Out of the twenty guys in the
room there might have been four that didn’t
really say anything, and no one dominated
the conversation and people were quite willing to express their opinions. I don’t think
many of them liked the book, but they read
it and did what was necessary to make the
conversation; they knew what they were
talking about.”
Boschert said there were a few issues
in his discussion: “I didn’t think there was
as much participation as there could be, me
included. We let the teachers talk too much.
I don’t know if everybody really wanted to
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Michael Cannady
Reporter

for the Quiz Bowl club. She also hopes to
organize a Senior Project group that will
argaret Schmidt joins the St. Lou- assist those still devastated from Hurricane
is U. High faculty after years of Katrina in the Lower Ninth Ward of New
Orleans.
teaching in both
Schmidt noted the “exConnecticut and
traordinary
kindness”
Florida. She reshe
has
received
so far
turned to her
and
claimed
SLUH
was
hometown of St.
“Christianity
being
fulLouis to teach
filled.”
her favorite subThough once planning
ject, AP Psycholto
retire, she claims “it
ogy.
was
a sign from God” to
Schmidt
continue
teaching when
takes over the subSLUH
posted
an opening
ject once taught
for
a
new
AP
Psychology
by new Assistant
Schmidt sits in her new office
teacher.
Principle for Student

M

Affairs, Brock Kesterson. Well-qualified after receiving her education from Washington
University, she will be quickly thrown into
SLUH academics by teaching four classes
of AP Psychology.
Though not yet a moderator of any clubs,
Schmidt intends to be an assistant moderator
be there.”
“We’d really like to have students involved and we didn’t mean to not involve
students in the decision making process,”
said Lodholz, though she will not be running the summer reading program next year.
“Just the way the book got chosen last year
it unfortunately happened. Hopefully the
group of individuals will have more time. It
takes a good portion of time to come up with
a set of books and have people read all the
books. It’s kind of like this organic process
you almost need a couple months in order
to do well.”
Busenhart said, “I would want something
that had some historical connection so you
could see how it related to your life in general
instead of just what scientists do.”
Sophomore Matthew Warner said, “I
didn’t mind Longitude. Its one of those
books you don’t really love but you don’t
really dislike. Maybe a book with a little
more depth of story.”

photo by Zac boesch

Platform

(from 3)
Without student reaction and feedback, the
Prep News could not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will
try to correct any significant error in the
following issue.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole
responsibility for the text of news and sports
articles, features, and editorials. We encourage faculty or students who take issue with
the manner in which the news was reported
or find an error to bring it to the attention of
the editors, not the individual reporters.
This is the platform policy of Volume
LXXIII of the Prep News.

Healthy

(from 4)
store,” said Hylla.
Regardless, more will be taking place in
the future. The nutrition facts of snack brands
will be posted on vending machines soon,
and no more regular sodas will be served
during school hours next year.
“Just trying to make you guys more
aware of what you’re eating,” said Hylla.
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(from 1)
Inc., the company leading the project, had get things right back to where they should
issues 29 and 30). Over the summer, excava- to take down half of the wall all the way to be,” said Rankin.
	The next step for the field house will be
tion was completed; then, after the relocation the foundation and reconstruct it.
“It was missed, but, thank God, it was the construction of roof supports after the
of gas, electric, cable, and communication
west wall is completed, a step that Rankin
utilities to the north side of Berthold Ave., caught,” said Rankin.
Workers have mostly compensated for estimates will take place in “about a week
the foundation for the field house was framed
the lost time from the mistake, but never- and a half.” According to Rankin, laying the
and poured.
Rock and dirt from the excavation of theless, the project is currently still about foundation for a wrestling and testing room
to be erected against the
the area now occueast wall of the main gympied by the growing
nasium building is another
field house was not
step to begin soon, but the
transported away, but
wrestling room had to be
instead was put to use
“tied in with the (main)
on the far south end of
structure.”
the SLUH campus.
With the wrestling
“We have evaluroom added on, the field
ated every step along
house will span 28,676
the way what composquare feet on its lowest
nents of this (project)
level. The mezzanine and
would be cost effective
Progress on the Danis Field House continues despite setbacks. Seen here the
entry level will add an additionor LEED (Leadership in
intended design (below) and the Field House as of Wednesday (above).
al 11,943 square feet, and
Energy and Design),”
the third-floor coaches
said Laughlin. “It’s
offices will cover 6, 932
functional … but it’s
square feet, making the
one of those things
field house a 47,551
where you’re trying
square foot addition to
to limit how much of
the school.
this you have to load
In the area between
in trucks and haul all
the current building and
sorts of places, and
the field house, currently
that saves energy and
occupied by a BSI trailer
is re-use of what’s
two weeks behind the original projections and mounds of dirt, a concrete plaza will be
there.”
What had previously been a steep drop because of extraordinarily rainy weather poured and the area will be scattered with
down to neighboring warehouses beyond the that has halted or delayed work throughout greenery and picnic-style tables to create a
friendly environment for students to spend
soccer, track, and baseball fields has now the summer.
“We have gotten more rain this year time in while waiting for rides or events.
been “raised about ten feet so it’s relatively
A connecting segment was originally
flat,” and a new gravel maintenance road has than any other year on record,” said Rankin.
“When it pours down rain, you can’t put any slated to run through the plaza, joining the
been installed just off campus.
field house to the current building, but the
“It’s an improvement that basically concrete in.”
Rankin said that according to BSI Job engineering for such a connection has proved
finishes off that south piece, and the great
majority of the material used to do it was from Superintendant Gib Phillips, BSI should be to be a problem. At first, an elevated walkable to compensate and get things back on way was planned, but this has since been
the Danis Field House,” said Laughlin.
scratched from plans because of high costs
Since excavation, the south and east track quickly and easily.
Laughlin said, “No later than the end to engineer and build such a structure and
walls have been completed with three stories
of stone, but the west wall posed problems of June next year is when we’re projected problems it created with Berthold Ave. as a
to be able to take over the field house and fire lane. Once the plaza is constructed, the
during construction.
During the original construction of begin to look to put it into use for the fall curbs around the turnaround will be rounded
the wall, only about half as much rebar as of next year.” He said that he hopes SLUH off to allow a fire engine to drive west down
plans called for was installed to brace the can move into a completed structure a month Berthold, pass through the plaza, go down
wall, according to Director of Facilities Joe before the start of the 2009-10 school year the curb, and continue down Berthold. An
Rankin. This created problems with the wall’s in order “to make sure that we understand elevated walkway would block the fire enseismic handling, or its ability to withstand and are practiced in the operations of it, the gine’s path.
As an alternative, an underground conmovements such as those that result from an safety, (and) the functionality of it.”
“(BSI) can bring two crews in here and
earthquake. Consequently, BSI Constructors,
see BASTILLE, 12
photo by Zac boesch
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(from 11)
nection was considered, but buried utilities
got in the way of that plan, and the cost to
divert them a second time is daunting.
Laughlin said that walkway plans are
“still in existence” but they are a “puzzle
that we have to work out.”
The connecting segment’s future has yet
to be determined, but Laughlin said it will
most likely end up being an outdoor path
through the plaza with a possible covered
open-air walkway. A covered walkway was
also proposed from the parking lot up to
the building at its inception, but those plans
have since been scratched from the V2K
project.
	The plaza and field house will collec-

Mixer

(from 1)
can’t be the same day as Freshman Fun Day
and it’s better than a Sunday night.”
Heafner noted the abundance of events
on Saturday evening and said, “The goal is
to put up a projection (of the Mizzou-Illinois
game) on the wall. We’re working with
(computer technicians) Mr. Dickmann and
Mr. Haefele.”
STUCO co-moderator Robert Evans
remained optimistic; “We may see a spike in
attendance since we are not competing with
any football. Football Friday and mixer Saturday makes for a good SLUH weekend.”
Another issue surrounding the mixer
is the possible extension of the invitation
to public or other all-boys schools, namely
DeSmet Jesuit High.
Evans said STUCO wanted to invite
DeSmet “because we are sharing the football
field and thought it would be a good gesture
of Jesuit brotherhood,” but said that the
administration “decided to go in a different
direction.”
Kesterson said, “After talking with Dr.
Moran, the gesture was well thought. The
thing is, they’re coming to use our fields.
It’s not like we are working with them or
for something. It’s kind of a loose tie. Part
of it, I like the SLUH bonding experience,
especially with the Senior Advisors kind
of bringing the freshman in to the SLUH
community. The main thing is from our
perspective it’s a lot easier to do (security
and safety) when we know who they are or

News
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tively contribute to the plan for making the
south side the main entrance to the school
building. Additionally, a significant portion
of the locker room was torn down over the
summer and turned into part of a new lobby
off the west side of the current gym.
	This lobby will first greet students at
the new main entrance, but also serves a
functional purpose later in the V2K project.
With the new field house gym in place, the
current gym will become a multi-purpose
room to serve as a commons and cafeteria
and host events held at the school. The new
lobby can then host an event in the current
gym area while the Danis lobby hosts a theater event, or the new room can be divided
into two sections and hold two simultaneous
events, each serviced by its own lobby. This
lobby now serves as a replacement to the old

student commons room.
Plans for the future use of the current
gym area have yet to be approved by the
Board of Trustees, but Laughlin said that one
design idea that would add to the entrance
façade would be installing numerous glass
windows and doors in the south wall of the
current gym to pour natural light into the
possible student commons area, and make
way for an indoor/outdoor patio to enable
students to eat outdoors. Laughlin said that
the vantage point from that area would also
provide a great view of the field house and
south quad for students and alumni returning
for reunions. Laughlin said that that aspect of
the V2K project is still a “conceptual plan”
and would not be implemented in the near
future.

at least they know who we are.”
Kesterson also mentioned safety and
cited past incidents of violence at mixers
as a deterrent to letting non-SLUH males
in. “When my guys don’t feel comfortable
because they are getting punched or run over
by a mob, that’s not the kind of environment
we want,” Kesterson said.
STUCO, who will again be DJing the
mixer, has addressed complaints about past
mixers’ playlists. Heafner said, “We tried to
make it diverse, not just rap.”
Schumacher said, “I think that’s a good
idea, you always hear the same songs. They
should definitely keep some of the more
popular ones though, so people can sing
along.”
STUCO will be selling mixer shirts as
well, which feature the “SLUH.S.A” theme
and the SLUH STUCO flag on the front as
well as Uncle Bill on the back saying, “I
want you, to dance!”
The monetary success of this year’s
mixer is important because STUCO inherited
a debt. Evans said, “We anticipate we will
be out of the hole after the mixer. We need
income so we can look forward to community
service this year.”
Another issue is the Oakland Ave. makeover occurring on the stretch of Oakland
running right by SLUH. The mixer drop off
will continue to be only in the turn around
and not on the Oakland lot. Heafner said it
may cause confusion but added, “I don’t
think traffic flow should be any different.”

AP EXAMS
By the Numbers
770 exams taken

357 students taking exams
3 is a passing grade
89% of scores were 3 or higher
62% were 4 or higher
47 more exams taken than 2007
59 more Physics exams taken
19 exam subjects
$64,680 spent on taking exams,
$84 per exam
90% of students left cell phones
in pockets instead of in lockers
before the exam
*thanks to new physics curriculum
(moved more students to the AP
class)
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Moran

(from 1)
wants to do are going to raise the morale of
a school in a lot of ways.”
“Before school even started (the Student
Council) had a meeting with him, and we
sort of got to see his ideals for the year,” said
STUCO President John Heafner. “He knows
exactly what he wants to do. He’s gotten to
see SLUH—like at the end of last year—and
he is bringing a lot of different ideas and
ideals from the principal aspect.”
Moran, who has a doctorate in Educational Administration from Boston College, stressed the importance of learning
about SLUH’s
history and daily
functions before
looking to make
any changes. “It
would be kind
of presumptuous and maybe
even a little bit
arrogant of me
to come in and
say, ‘Well I’ve
got the method
of how we’re going to do school
around here and
this is the way
its going to be,’
without getting
to know how
things are done here already,” he said.
	One of Moran’s first decisions was to
change the way in which the back-to-school
meeting was handled. Instead of one allschool assembly with a liturgy schedule on
the first day of school, Moran chose to meet
with each class separately. His reasoning,
he said, was that each class is at a different
point in their high school career and therefore
deserves a different message.
Although the alteration in the back-toschool meeting format may seem minor,
Moran pointed out that change is inevitable,
with a new principal, several new faculty
members, including new Assistant Principal
for Student Affairs Brock Kesterson, and
several campus transformations as well.
“I hope it’s not just me thinking there
are going to be changes from last year and
the year before,” he said. “It’s a school, and

News
I’ve been around schools long enough to
know that things change in school. Why?
Because we rotate the student body every
four years … that’s inevitable change.”
One aspect of SLUH that Moran would
like to continue to put a strong focus on is the
diversity of the student body and faculty. “I
think (diversity) continues to be something
we need to challenge ourselves with. We’re
here in the middle of the city for a reason,
and we need to reflect that,” he said. “I’m
always happy that lots of students are coming in from outside the city to want to go
here—that speaks well for the school—but

Dr. Moran addressed the seniors, juniors, and sophomores on the first day of school about the upcoming
school year.

I think we need to make sure we’re always
paying attention to who are we and how do
we have a student body that represents all
of St. Louis and not just certain zip codes
and area codes.”
“The things that I’ve noticed now, since
he’s been here, is he’s run some really good
meetings in the instructional council, and I
really appreciated that,” said theology teacher
Jim Linhares, commenting on the meeting
Moran had with the department chairs. “He
focused on what I think needed to be focused
on, and had a really nice approach to using
the time well in meetings—you always appreciate that in an administrator.”
Moran says that so far his transition
process has been “as good as I could ever
hope for. The school that I have come out
of has a lot of similarities (with SLUH). If
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you’re in an all-boys Catholic school like
this—which I was—there’s some universal
experiences there.”
He did point out a few differences between the schools. In terms of location, he
compared St. John’s Prep to DeSmet with
its suburban location and “green campus
feel.” St. John’s campus was also different
in the fact that it was made up of several
different buildings—a separate building for
the gym, a separate arts building, etc.—so
students often carried their backpacks with
them throughout the day.
“When he said that what you should
do is teach the
principal how to
act,” said junior
Ben Castro, “I
think that was
a great way to
motivate and get
to the students at
SLUH, because
they like feeling
like they’re in
control or they
have some purpose. I think he’s
going to do a
great job.”
“Just seeing
him around in
the halls shows
me that he really
wants to be here, wants to be involved in the
student life,” added Heafner. “He wants to
get to know us.”
“He seemed willing to bring a message
that I thought was helpful and effective for
(students),” Linhares said. “I liked the emphasis from the very beginning that he put
on the religious and faith dimension in his
remarks.”
“He has new ideas that sometimes people
might feel uncomfortable (about), but I think
that’s good, too,” said Aliste. “We always
need to be receptive—I think that’s part of
the Jesuit education—that we accept new
ideas.”
“When I came to SLUH,” Moran said,
“From the very first conversation I had with
Mr. Laughlin and the search team that he put
together, I felt most myself, most comfortable, and most welcomed ... and that’s never
gone away.”
photo by Zac boesch
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Kesterson

(from 8)
BK: Yeah, I think that’s a unique trait I bring,
the fact that I was STUCO moderator for
eight years before this. I can work—and I
have been already, just on little nuts and bolts
things—really closely with Mr. Barton and
Mr. Evans. There’s a familiarity there, we’re
really comfortable with each other. I know
how I (moderated STUCO) for eight years,
and they can bring a fresh perspective, which
is a good thing. … Also, I know the guys who
are in STUCO. I’d met them before I was
hired, so it’s not like I’m learning a bunch of
new guys. I think all of that together allows
for a strong working relationship, since they
know me and where I’m coming from.
At the same time, I’m going to be consistent and honest about it. As far as something
like Running of the Bills, I haven’t had any
specific conversations with any of the guys
about new proposals or things they want to
do. One thing I’m going to do is I’m going to
listen. If I think one of their ideas will work,
I’ll tell them, and if I think it won’t fly, I’ll
tell them. I hope there’s an understanding
there, and I think there will be, because of
the mutual respect we have. So I can’t answer
specifically what we’re going to do for the
(seniors’ celebration). I’d like to leave that
in their hands, let (STUCO) take the initiative. But I’m excited about working on those
kinds of issues.

Ministry

(from 2)
supplies.
According to Stewart, creative control was
mostly in the hands of the department. “We
wanted something bright and cheerful,” said
Stewart. Campus ministry not only outlined
a design, but also chose the carpet, paint
colors, furniture, and décor. They presented
their ideas to an architect, who drew up possible floor plans. Campus ministry chose its
favorite, and construction began at the end
of the 2008 school year.
“It was a complete remodel,” said Director of Facilities Joe Rankin, who oversaw
the construction, which was handled by
Interior Construction Services. “Every light
had to be redone and the HVAC (Heating
Ventilating and Air Conditioning) had to be
reconfigured.”
Many of the offices had not been con-

PN: You cited improving student representation in multimedia as one of your
goals (see Vol. 72, Championship Issue).
Last year, there were multiple instances
where students got in trouble for misusing
Facebook. How do you begin to address
this problem?

PN: Say you take a week off, and the Dean
of Students from a Jesuit high school somewhere else in the country fills in. What are
the three most vital pieces of advice you’d
give to this person?

BK: That’s such a loaded issue, and it’s one
that’s becoming more and more important to
monitor. There’s a couple different ways to
tackle this. One is I have to understand the
medium a little better. I know the general idea
(of social networking websites), but I’m not
extremely comfortable with the ins and outs,
the details, how to post things. Understanding the culture is also really going to be an
important part of it. What are some of the
things our young men have done wrong in
the past? And how far I can go in monitoring that, to see how we can prevent some of
these things from happening in the future? I
think that’s how the first conversation will
go with the tech guys.
Another thing is, I got an email over the
summer about forming an Internet safety
group. I have not pursued it further as of yet,
but I plan to after the dust settles from this
first week. I think it’s important to network
a little bit, see what other schools are doing,
and get some ideas from there.

BK: First and foremost, communication.
I learned that right away—you have to be
able to communicate, not just with students,
but with faculty members, within the administration, with parents. That’s a really
key part of it.
Second, you have to be a good listener
for everybody. A lot of people have advice
and ideas they want to offer you, and you
have to be open enough to listen, and not be
stubborn and think you know everything.
And third, just being honest. That’s
such an important thing. If you’re honest,
and people feel comfortable with you, that
communication opens up, and people can
come to you for help. That’s what I mean
when I talk about being compassionate to the
student. That’s what I want to accomplish,
and I try to make that clear. I can sit here
and be yelling at you about shoes, shirt,
hair, Facebook, whatever, but in the end,
I want you to be “men for others”. That’s
the mission—I don’t want us to just pay lip
service to that. I want you to live that out,
and to get there, I have to let you know how
to do it and do that myself.

nected to air conditioning or ventilation,
and had been surrounded by only temporary
walls. Existing walls were torn down and
new ones were built to create the storage
area, work area, and conference room that
occupies the area of the former STUCO
room. The construction included new ceilings, soundproofing, and interior walls.
Many of the furnishings in the offices
remain from before the construction. However, several new couches and tables were
purchased for some of the offices and for the
common areas. The office is in the process of
being organized to satisfy the principles of
feng shui, the Chinese art of arranging furniture to help people achieve their goals.
Though the improvements have been
positively reviewed by most, the elimination
of the STUCO room has caused some controversy. “I think it’s a break in tradition,”
said senior Mike Wankum.

“(The STUCO room) is a senior privilege,” said senior Ed Shanks, “and we don’t
get to have one.”
With no formal room, STUCO will likely
hold most of its meetings in the new conference room, with some meetings for senior
officers being held in the commons area,
where the walls are painted with STUCO’s
SLUH. S. A. theme.
“I understand that changes need to be
made,” said STUCO President John Heafner.
“These things happen. I was excited to have
(the conference room).”
According to Rankin, the creation of
new space has initiated a “domino effect” in
which not everything can happen over the
course of one summer. As new space opens,
it will be filled, with the end result ideally
satisfying everyone’s needs. “We’re short
on space now,” said Rankin, “but we have
to think how to utilize the space best.”
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B-football now junior varsity
Jacob Born
Reporter

S

tarting this year, Saint Louis U. High’s
B football team is now a JV football
team. The difference is that a B football
team can field only sophomore players,
but JV consists of both sophomore and junior players.
Athletic Director Dick Wehner and
football head coach Gary Kornfeld’s decision
to switch to a JV team came at the Metro
Catholic Conference meeting last spring.
SLUH is the last MCC team to switch to a
JV team.
“Personally, I would have preferred a
B football team, but since our competition
has switched, we have to switch too,” said
JV head coach Dave Barton.

The entire MCC switched its B teams to
JV teams because some of the other teams
in the MCC had a hard time finding enough
players to field an all-sophomore team. Also,
public schools have been pushing for the
switch for numerous years now.
There are currently no juniors on the
JV football team, but some may move from
varsity to JV if Kornfeld wants them to have
more playing time. Kornfeld expects few, if
any, juniors to walk on to play football on
JV.
“Really, the switch from a B football
team to a JV football team (seems) more
intimidating than it really is,” said Wehner.
“Most of the junior football players that (will
be) on the JV team have had very little to no
playing time at the varsity level.”
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OVERTIME

(from 5)
ing to have any home games this year,” said
DeSmet senior and captain Ricky Dansdill.
“But we like the challenge … and there’s
nothing we can do about it.”
“Every game is a home game for us,”
said senior Devin King.
“It should be a fairly smooth process,”
said Kevin Fober, DeSmet Athletic Director,
who has been working closely with Wehner
on the details of the cooperation. “Sometimes
adversity makes guys do above and beyond
kind of things, so we’ll see.”

St. Louis’s
only weekly
high school
newspaper

THE DOME

(from 5)
a unit that allowed 19 points per game last
season. Junior defensive tackle Andrew
Mackin leads an inexperienced Ochocincobills defensive front four that is junior tackle
Joey Gorla, and junior defensive ends Jake
Pilla and Kevin McAuliffe, with senior Cecil
Edward rotating in.
The linebackers look to be the strength
of the defense, with 2007 first team all-MCC
Cole (69 solo tackles, 2 sacks) at strong side
joined by returning junior Collum Magee at
middle linebacker and senior Dave Blount
at the weak side.
Speed is the name of the game for the
defensive backfield, a unit led by returning
free safety senior captain Nikko Sansone.
“We all just love football,” said Sansone
about his fellow d-backs. “We all have the desire to perform and do well for the team.”
Seniors Darrin Young and Brian Kinealy
will enter to replace the graduated cornerbacks, and junior Daniel Jones will jump in
at strong safety.
Former soccer player senior Joe Shrick
will handle the kicking and punting.
	The Jr. Bills take on the Parkway South
Patriots at home tonight at 7 p.m. Week three
looks to be a big one with the sixth-ranked
and rival DeSmet Spartans coming to the
stadium to challenge Jr. Bills for MCC
supremacy. Other games to look forward to
include games at Chaminade and CBC, and

a district home game against Mehlville, the
team that knocked the C. Davidbills out of
the playoffs last year.
“We just have to get better every week,
and take the whole season one week at a time,
starting with South,” said Kornfeld.
As for predictions and goals, Storey
summed up what’s on most of the player’s
minds: “The Edward Jones Dome. State.”

KC

(from 7)
said Morgan. “He taught us a lot about life
and baseball, and I still use a lot of the things
he taught us to this day.”
As for his major league aspirations,
Morgan preaches patience. “You can’t really
put a timetable on it,” he said. “The Royals
won’t move me up unless they think I’m
ready, and I’m willing to stay in the minors
as long as that takes, until I’m ready,” he
said.
The 775th of 1,504 players taken,
Morgan may seem a long shot for the big
show, but he has good company: current
late-round-picks-turned-big league-hurlers
include future Hall-of-Famer John Smoltz
(22nd round), Cardinals starter Kyle Lohse
(29th round), and Cardinal-killers Roy Oswalt (23rd round) and Jason Isringhausen
(44th round).
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by Matt Bettonville

Friday, August 29
Schedule R
Emergency Drill - Lockdown
Freshman Fun Day
FB vs. Parkway South 7pm
JV-FB @ Parkway South 4:30pm
C-FB vs. Parkway South (at Compton
Drew) 4pm
AP Snack: Chicken Fries
Lunch: Daily Special – Redi Ribs
Healthy Habits – Pulled Pork
on Wheat
Saturday, August 30
Back to School Mixer 7pm
Monday, September 1
No Classes – Labor Day
B-SOC @ Chaminade Tourney
Tuesday, September 2
Schedule R
Freshman Advisement
Fathers’ Club meeting 6pm

News

Calendar

August 29, 2008
*Lunch menu subject to change.

SOC @ O’Fallon 7pm
JV-SOC @ Suburban North Tourney
B-SOC @ O’Fallon 5pm
B-SOC @ Chaminade Tourney
AP Snack: Nachos
Lunch: Daily Special – Chicken Bites
		
Healthy Habits – Garlic Cheese
Twisted Pizza
Wednesday, September 3
Schedule R
Activities Fair
Freshman English Tutorial
Alumni Board Meeting 5:30pm
College Visits: Sign Up to Attend – Kenyon
College 10:30am
JV-SOC @ Suburban North Tourney
B-SOC @ Chaminade Tourney
C-SOC @ St. Mary’s 4pm
AP Snack: Cinnamon Rolls
Lunch: Daily Special – Sloppy Joes
Healthy Habits – Chicken Parmesan
Thursday, September 4
Schedule R

Aug. 29 - Sept. 5

Back to School Night for Parents
1818 Registration
SOC vs. Webster 6pm
JV-SOC @ Suburban North Tourney
SWIM vs. Parkway West/Jackson 4pm
AP Snack: Crab Rangoon
Lunch: Daily Special – Papa John’s
Pizza
Healthy Habits –Pizza Calzone
Friday, September 5
Schedule L – Homeroom at 8:50am
Mothers’ Club Meeting 11am
FB @ Parkway Central 7pm
C-FB @ Parkway Central 4:30pm
D-FB @DuBourg 4pm
C-SOC vs. Vianney 4pm
XC @ First Capitol Invitational 4:30pm
JV-XC @ First Capitol Invitational 		
4:30pm
AP Snack: Mini Tacos
Lunch: Daily Special – Chicken Fried
Steak
Healthy Habits –Baked Meatloaf

SPRING SPORTS WRAP-UPS

Baseball (20-7) managed a Final Four appearance and trip to Columbia (its seventh
overall and first since 1997), but fell short
of the final against Francis Howell, 8-5.
The Jr. Bills led 5-2 in the third, but walks
and two Viking long balls sent them to the
third-place game, which was subsequently
rained out.
“It was tough to take, being a pitch or
two away from a different outcome,” said
Nicollerat.
According to Prepsports, second basemen David Miller, ’08, and pitcher A.J.
Greiner, ’08, were named to the All-Metro
second and third teams, respectively. According to Mosports.com, two Jr. Bills were
honorably mentioned for the All-State team:
Greiner and sophomore pitcher/outfielder
Sasha Kuebel.
“We had good leadership from seniors
and good play from the young kids,” said
Nicollerat. “I had a lot of fun.”
Lacrosse (18-5) avenged a regular season
loss by beating MICDS 9-6 in the semifinals, but drew a blank against Rockhurst
in the Missouri Boys Division 1 lacrosse

state championship game, losing 11-2 in a
sloppy conest at Washington University’s
Francis Field.
The game remained within reach early.
Jack Reichenbach, ’08, cut the Hawklet
lead in half, 2-1, with his 49th goal of the
season 3:11 into the second quarter. But then
Rockhurst opened the floodgates on a rainy
afternoon. The Kansas City counterparts
pulled ahead 6-2 by halftime and conceded
nothing in the second half.
The Laxbills started 10-2 before dropping three straight games. They proceeded
to roll off eight straight wins (outscoring
opponents 98-42), including reclaiming the
Fr. Marco cup from DeSmet.
Track won its conference meet and nearly
took districts. The Hermesbills also sent a
record number of participants to the state
meet. Despite not being in the running for
a championship, they performed solidly in
most areas of competition.
“We had some flat out bad luck,” said
head coach Jim Linhares, noting a baton
drop in the relays and senior Ronnie Wingo’s
scratch from the 200-meters. Nonetheless,

the team turned in a solid overall performance from both a team and individual
standpoint.
Mike Rathmann, ’08, placed sixth in the
high jump, earning All-State honors. Senior
Kevin Graves placed eleventh in the shot-put
competition.
All three of SLUH’s sprint relay teams
qualified, and individual standout Ronnie Wingo placed fourth in the 100-meter
dash.
The long-distance contingent also
performed well. In the 1600, junior Caleb
Ford finished twelfth and senior David
Kuciejczyk-Kernan finished sixteenth. In
the 3200, seniors John Clohisy and Austin
Cookson finished eighth and ninth, respectively, Cookson missing All-State by one
spot.
Attention students, parents, faculty, alumni,
sextant enthusiasts, street vendors,
Olympians, and mythical wizards! Send a
blank email to prepnews@sluh.org
with subject “Subscribe” to receive
the Prep News via e-mail every
Friday. It’s free! Or your money back.

