Volume LXXIII

St. Louis University High School, Friday, DECEMBER 5, 2008

Issue 13

Moran’s first hundred days I-64 closing
switch set for
Dec. 15
Kevin Casey
Editor

I sat down with St. Louis U. High principal
John Moran, Ph.D, on Monday to discuss
his thoughts on the one hundred days that
have passed since school started. Below is
the transcript of our conversation:
Prep News: Have the first 100 days since
you started at St. Louis U. High gone as
you expected?

What I anticipated happening in certain cases did. There’s no way I could have
anticipated—really the Masses have blown
me away, including the Advent service yesterday, the Mass before Thanksgiving. Just
the enthusiasm and energy that I see there,
I under-anticipated.

PN: During an interview with you at the
beginning of the year, you had stressed getting acquainted with the various aspects of
SLUH before
making any
big changes.
Do you feel
like you have
been absorbed
into the SLUH
community?
Photo by Mr. Matt Scuito

Dr. John Moran:
Yes and no. Better, because I think
there’s just natural
anxiety that comes
when you start a
position, move to
a new city, move
Moran: Yes,
to a new school.
though it’s still
Our freshman felt
an ongoing prosome of this, too,
cess, and really
I’m sure, and our
Dr. Moran sits with the student body during Monday’s
what will likely
seniors will feel it
all-school Advent prayer service.
when they go off to schools next year. By the happen here is any changes that would hapfact that I think things have gone really well pen to the SLUH community would be
and I’m really happy with where things are discussions that Mr. Michalski, Mr. Becvar,
here at Christmas, then I’d say that they’ve Mr. Kesterson, the Instructional Council,
Department Chairs would be having over
gone better.
Expected is a tough word. There’s no way the course of months and months. There’s
I could possibly have expected everything. So very little, based off of three months here,
sure, there were lots of unexpected—most of that I would say, “Boy we need to change this
them pleasant—things that happened along right now.” And in a large part that’s because
the way. Some of the things that I could there’s a lot going really great around here,
have told you, in terms of routines of the and we want to make sure we keep those
school year, patterns that we see at all-boys great things going great.
We still need to ask ourselves the queshigh schools from month-to-month, from
quarter-to-quarter, and that’s all very similar, tion: “Where do we go next?” I see that as
so I could have expected those just off my the definition of magis, the Jesuit ideal that
past experiences.
see PRINCIPAL, 8

Conor Gearin
Staff

W

hen a stretch of I-64/40 from I-170
to Kingshighway Boulevard closes
to begin reconstruction at 5:00 a.m. on
Dec. 15, the major project and its potential
headaches will move closer to St. Louis
U. High. At the same time that morning,
I-64/40 between I-170 and Ballas Road
will be reopened, the Missouri Department of Transportation (MODOT) said in
an e-mail.
After the first closure last January, the
SLUH community experienced only moderate problems with travel routes. “The first
phase wasn’t quite what everybody expected,
thankfully. So, hopefully the same will be
true for this next phase,” said Advancement
Associate Ben DuMont.
“We had last January to help us get
ready... (but) we want to make sure that
we don’t underestimate the impacts (of the
new closure),” said Principal John Moran.
“Things went very smoothly last January,
but that doesn’t mean that everything will
be ok this time.”
Moran said that the Dec. 15 date for closure is useful because it gives the community
a week before Christmas Break to adjust to
new travel routes, as opposed to returning
from Christmas Break, out of routine, to an
unusual schedule.
Some of the same measures used in January will be implemented for the transition to
the new construction phase. During the week
of Dec. 15-19, activity period will be moved

see I-64/40, 10
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Homerooms adopt families for
STUCO Christmas drive

Chris Brennan
News Editor

S

tudent Council (STUCO) will once
again lead St. Louis U. High’s homerooms in helping out needy families
through the Adopt-a-Family program.
Plastic bins were distributed one week
ago, and the drive lasts through next Friday. Interested students in each homeroom
will then deliver the presents and household items to the families on Dec. 13.
The families, who all live near SLUH,
requested to be part of the program at an
outreach center run by Catholic Charities, the
organization through which Adopt-a-Family
is organized. Almost all of the families are
immigrants to the United States who are
looking for help in terms of both presents for
each member of the family, regular household items such as medicines and hygiene
products, and miscellaneous items such as
batteries and calendars.
The program, which only operates
during the Christmas season, is focused on
making sure families are taken care of during

the stressful holiday season.
Vice President for Pastoral Activities
Louie Hotop stressed the families’ need.
“It’s not like, ‘Well you can help these
families out if you want to, go ahead.’ These
families really do need our help, and, in a
way, it really is up to us that they have what
we consider to be a good Christmas,” he
said.
Hotop also recalled past years when he
helped deliver the gifts: “I can remember going the past three years. It’s a little awkward
at first because you’re just pulling up with
fellow students.” However, Hotop said that
after getting acquainted with the family, “It’s
a really cool experience.”
With the current economic recession,
non-profit organizations have been concerned
about contributions to their programs.
Beth Moritz, Director of Major Gifts at
Catholic Charities, said, “When the economy
turns downward, the need goes up, and those
who give will at times have less to give. We
have been fortunate that we have been able

see X-MAS DRIVE, 10

Chill room re-opens today
“

Mark Waterman
Core Staff

T

o dispel all curious and malicious
rumors, yes, Virginia, there is a chill
room,” said Michael Marchlewski, S.J., in
regards to recent renovations taking place
in J125, more commonly known as the
Chill Room.
	Rumors have spread that the Chill Room
was either being eliminated or being turned
into Marchlewski’s own personal office.
According to Marchlewski, these rumors are
not true. “It’s business as usual,” he said.
Earlier in the year Marchlweski was
looking into the possibility of turning the
Chill Room into his office and still retaining
it as a room for relaxation. “I was trying to
be there more often,” he said.
The current refurbishment does not involve any plans for an office, but Marchlewski said he is still looking into the possibility
of having a desk in the room.
Despite the rumors, the reason for the
Chill Room’s most recent closure is merely

that it is undergoing some much-needed
repairs.
“It was in terrible shape,” Marchlewski
said.
Director of Facilities Joe Rankin cited
couches in various stages of decay and said
that trash was even found inside the dropceiling. According to Rankin, the list of
repairs includes painting the walls, cleaning
the carpets, installing a new ceiling, and
eventually installing a window in the hallway
wall.
Other tasks on the slate include the
removal of the big screen television, to be
replaced by a standard ceiling-hung classroom television, and the possibility of some
furniture changes.
All of the repairs are scheduled to be
completed by today with the exception of the
window, which had to be specially ordered
and will take time to install.
All of these are just “simple requests in
order to improve the area,” said Rankin.

see CHILL, 11
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ACES toy drive
to help Project
Ark children
Ben Kim
Core Staff

T

he Association for Cultural Enrichment at St. Louis U. High (ACES) began its annual toy drive on Monday. The
toy drive, which will last until Dec. 19, is
a part of Project Ark’s Holiday Gold for
Kids Toy Drive, a program supported by
Washington University that provides services for people who have HIV and AIDS
in the St. Louis area.
“We don’t really set a goal about how
many toys we want to receive,” said ACES
moderator Robert Evans. “Whatever students
are able to do, that’s what we are looking
for.”
According to senior David Jones, a
member of ACES, no toys had been donated
as of Wednesday. He attributed the toy drive’s
problem to a lack of communication and
stated that ACES is planning to distribute
fliers, show a trailer, and hold a prayer service in the future. Though the drive is only
in its first week, Jones is dissatisfied with
the participation so far.
“I’m a little disappointed that there
haven’t been any toys brought out, but I think
with just the hike in communication, we can
impress the homerooms to bring in toys. If we
just get our message across clearly enough,
people will bring in toys,” said Jones.
According to its website (www.projectark.wustl.edu), Project Ark is the “only
organization in the St. Louis Metropolitan
area that specifically coordinates medical
care, social support, and prevention services”
for children, young adults, and families who
are infected, affected, or at risk of HIV.
The Holiday Gold program prefers the
toys to be new and geared towards kids ages
14 and under. The toys will be distributed to
over 1,000 St. Louis kids affected by HIV/
AIDS during the holiday season.
“A majority of the cases are poverty
cases,” said Jones. “In addition in trying to
provide for their children, they have to pay
for their medicine, bills, and things like that,
so they don’t have time to buy toys. The
toys give (the kids) a little of a normal life,

see ACES DRIVE, 10
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Editorial
100 Days: Moran and SLUH

3

Dr. John Moran gave prayer services this week focused on the ning of Issues Day, as well as broadcasting on the administratively
Xaverian brothers, an order at Moran’s former school, St. John’s underused KUHI television system. The administration widely
Prep. The prayer services highlighted Moran’s move from his old propagated the reasoning behind its response to the student-raised
job to his new Jesuit one and, coming in a week that marks his 100th theft issue through the Prep News and the television. In fact Moran
day of the school year, called to mind that while Moran called on has been consistently open to interviews from the Prep News and
students to educate him, he has also been educating students as to approached us before the announcement of the new lock policy to
how he is going to operate.
make sure we knew what was happening.
One thing is sure: he is going to talk to you. The new BostonThe lock and book policies also suggest how Moran will respond
accented principal will talk to you with both his mouth and his hands, to student issues. Theft awareness came to a peak during the first
in a short hallway conversation about the Red Sox or a lengthy STUCO forum after theft was talked about in articles and homilies.
interview in his office about financial aid. Moran’s proclivity for The administrative forums were started as a way to build off of the
talking is a great skill because communication serves as the founda- success of the lively first STUCO forum and its desire for action.
tion of any relationship, especially one between students and their This unprecedented action shows a desire to hear from students and
principal.
exemplifies that Moran, along with the rest of the administration,
Moran has been fairly successful communicating with the student wants to be educated about SLUH.
body thus far. Whether at Direction Day beginning prayer services
The enforcement of the lock policy also stems from listening to
or the class assemblies on the first day of school, the first time most students and speaks to the value of the forum system. While some
students saw Moran was during a speech he was giving. Moran’s students wanted harsher punishments for those caught stealing, the
style involves regularly speaking with students. He has begun visiting lock policy aimed to cut down on the actual act of theft, the main
classes more regularly and has made himself visible in the hallways problem, by reducing opportunity to steal (and removing some
in ways unseen in previous years. He has continued this trend by temptation). The policy also took into consideration the warning
see EDITORIAL, 12
speaking before every Mass and major assembly, such as the beginEditors: Chris Brennan, Kevin Casey, and Peter Mackowiak

Letters to the Editors

Stole ‘10 disputes demerits Thornberry, ‘09, discusses
upcoming marathon benefit
for unattended books

To the Editors:
For the last several months of school, the recurring topic of
discussion and concern has been theft. First of all, I would like to
establish that I have no idea what all this hoo-ha is all about. Theft
at St. Louis U. High is not a major problem. Okay, a few items
have been stolen, I will admit that, but the reactions in the Prep
News and in STUCO and faculty forums seem to suggest that this
is an epidemic, a scourge which leaves no student unaffected. I can
guarantee two things; SLUH has one of the lowest theft rates among
American high schools, and that no matter how many guidelines and
restrictions are put upon the student body, theft will never completely
dissipate.
I shall stand idle no longer. Various solutions have been suggested by both students and faculty, and several changes have been
enacted to cut down on the frequency of theft. The changes I have
noticed, as I’m sure the majority of the community has, include the
removal of cubbyholes outside the cafeteria, the requirement that
school-issued locks must be on lockers at all times, and the demerit
policy for unattended items returned to the office. What’s wrong with
this picture? All of these rule changes are directed towards punishing not the offender, but rather the entire populous, the majority of
whom are victims or bystanders, while the actual thieves make up a

see STOLE, 12

To the Editors:
There is no way to totally capture the essence of the miraculous
life of our dear friend, Chris Zandstra. Through his many acts of
kindness, his compassion for others, the depth of his understanding
of man’s suffering, and his total acceptance that few people could
comprehend, Chris has taught us more about life and love than most
of us will ever experience. The life of his spirit continues to inspire
and touch others, far and near, those of good and poor health, young
and old, all alike in shared love for this one young man.  
In an effort to inspire and touch others as Chris did, some of
Chris’ family and friends will be running in the St. Jude Pediatric
Cancer Hospital Marathon in Memphis, TN to honor the remarkable
life and legacy of our dear friend tomorrow. The event, which holds
a 5K race, a half-marathon, and a full marathon, brings 14,000+
athletes, families, and friends together to raise money for the fight
against children’s cancer.
Among the participants running for Chris is his sister Ana, who
is now in first grade at St. Clare of Assisi. She will be running in the
5K. If you are interested in honoring Chris and his family for the
inspiration and love they have shared with the families of children
with cancer, please consider making a donation to his Scholarship
Fund. Checks can be made to “SLUH” with “Chris Zandstra” writ-

see THORNBERRY, 12
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Cashbah Sneak Peek next Friday Poetry Out Loud
Luke Chellis
to recite Friday
Staff
Eric Lewis
T
Reporter
S
his year’s St. Louis U. High Cashbah
season will begin next Friday with
the 37th annual Cashbah Sneak Peek. The
event, which will be held for the second
time at the historic Samuel Cupples House
on the St. Louis University campus, serves
primarily as a “thank you in advance,” in
the words of co-chair Kate Hagan, for
those instrumental in Cashbah.
The restored mansion of St. Louis entrepreneur Samuel Cupples will be decorated
for the Christmas season, incorporated with
the Cashbah 2009 theme of “Silver Screen
Salute to Cashbah.” Black and silver, with a
touch of gold, will dominate the ornamentation, along with the image of an Oscar award
with a Billiken head.
The SLUH varsity chorus will greet the
75 to 100 arriving guests with Christmas
carols from the staircase. The festivities
will continue over hors d’oeuvres, cocktails,
and a silent auction. According to co-chair
Nancy Guilfoy, this auction will be “a little
more low-key” than the auction at Cashbah,

as only 10 or 11 items will be available for
bidding.
The most prominent of these is called
the “Best of Cashbah,” the front-and-center
tables at this 40th anniversary Cashbah. The
sale of these few items provide the “seed
money” for early expenses in the preparation
of Cashbah.
Among several other items featured
is a framed Mary Engelbreit drawing of
Santa Claus. Engelbreit, a graphic artist and
children’s book illustrator from St. Louis,
attained national acclaim in 1996 when she
launched her own magazine, Home Companion. Although it is not an original, the
drawing is personally signed by Engelbreit,
who rarely signs her work.
The silent auction will also include
a three diamond drop necklace, a festive
Christmas bracelet, a Christmas tree country
table top made by alumni moms, a Christmas
centerpiece, Fox Theater Club tickets to the
musical Legally Blonde, and a Jr. Billiken
lamp.
The items will be listed on a program that
has a description of each item that includes a

see SNEAK PEEK, 13

Movie Review

Cadillac shows start of rock ‘n roll

Andrew Gude
Film Critic

C

adillac Records is a biopic which
dramatizes the rise and decline of
the Chicago record label Chess Records.
Chess had a hand in the careers of such
groundbreaking artists as Chuck Berry
and the Rolling Stones. The music was
completely different from the traditional
big band and jazz styles that were popular at the time, and many would argue that
rock and roll was invented in the Chess
Records recording studio.
The movie opens in modern times with
Willie Dixon (Cedric the Entertainer) sitting in the Chess Records recording booth
preparing to retell the entire story of the
company. He starts in the late 1940s when
Leonard Chess (Adrian Brody) is in the junk
business and Muddy Waters (Jeffrey Wright)
is merely a sharecropper in Mississippi.
Waters decides to move to Chicago in
order to pursue a career with his southern

blues style guitar playing. When he arrives,
Chess has opened a nightclub where Waters
and his uncontrollable harmonica player
Little Walter (Columbus Short) attempt to
outplay the evening performers.
Chess approaches Waters about producing a record and the two travel back to
Mississipi in order to promote “I Can’t Be
Satisfied” for radio play. Waters becomes a
hit and Chess is able to open his own recording studio in Chicago. Chess Records then
enjoys further success through the signing of
such historic artists as Willie Dixon, Howlin’
Wolf (Eamonn Walker), Chuck Berry (Mos
Def), and Etta James (Beyonce Knowles).
From the beginning, it’s clear what the
significance of the Cadillac is. The Cadillac is representative of what all Americans,
white or black, struggle for: prosperity and
respect. For this film, it is the embodiment of
the American dream. When Chess is visited
by his girlfriend’s father and learns that the

see CADILLAC, 13

eniors Chris Brennan, Mark Holzum,
and Pete Winfrey, and freshman Pieter Derdeyn will be competing in the St.
Louis U. High Poetry Out Loud finals next
Friday, Dec. 12, in the theater during activity period.
Frank O’Hara’s “Why I Am Not a
Painter” was Brennan’s poem of choice.
“I had originally wanted to do a Seamus
Heaney poem,” said Brennan. “But I looked
on the Poetry Out Loud website … and he
was not there.”
Contestants are required to recite a poem
listed on Poetry Out Loud’s website, www.
poetryoutloud.org. “I had heard (junior)
James Fister recite (the poem) at Poetry Night
… and I thought it was a cool poem, so I
decided to recite it myself,” said Brennan.
Holzum chose e. e. cummings’ “i carry
your heart with me(i carry it in.” “We did
(a cummings poem) in class,” he said. “And
that was the only one (available) by him.”
Holzum is the most experienced of this
year’s competitors, having made it to the
SLUH finals last year with “When I have fears
that I may cease to be” by John Keats.
Winfrey shared Brennan’s initial frustration, having originally planned to recite
Anne Sexton’s “To a Friend Whose Work Has
Come to Triumph” in the competition before
finding that the poem had not been approved.
“I (will) have to choose a new one,” he said,
but was still undecided at press time.
Derdeyn, however, was fortunate
enough to find that “Annabel Lee,” a poem
by Edgar Allan Poe, who is “one of (his)
favorite authors and poets of all time,” had
been approved.
“I was really glad that (it) was listed
on the website,” Derdeyn continued. “It is
definitely my favorite poem by (Poe).”
Poetry Out Loud moderator Chuck
Hussung said he is still willing to welcome
more competitors, despite their late registration. The Shakespeare acting contest, a
similar event, will have preliminaries next
Wednesday in the theater during activity
period. Anyone interested in signing up for
either of these events should visit Hussung
in the English office.
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SLUH advances to Southside tourney final
Rob Bertucci
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High basketball team
(2-1) opened its 2008-’09 basketball campaign with a tough loss to Belleville’s Althoff Crusaders last Saturday,
but rebounded Monday night, establishing themselves as a dominant team in the
Southside Classic with wins over Hancock
and Bayless High School by a combined
73 points.
The Jr. Bills went into battle with senior
guard Matt Lynch, junior guards Tim Cooney,
Jake Fechter, and Mike Butler, and senior
forward Cecil Edward in the opener. Althoff
started a very young lineup of players, but
size was in their favor.
The Jr. Bills controlled the tempo early
with good ball movement on offense, freeing
SLUH’s guards up for open shots. The outside
shooting of Lynch, Cooney, and Butler gave
the team an early 11-3 lead.
But Althoff battled back by taking ad-

vantage of sloppy ball handling and ended quarter, but gave the Crusaders too many
fast break layups.
the quarter trailing just 11-8.
Going into the
In an athalf, Lynch gave
tempt to counter
SLUH some
Althoff ’s sumomentum with
perior size, the
a buzzer-beater
‘Cusebills startthree that pulled
ed the quarter in
the Jr. Bills witha 2-3 zone. The
in 5, 25-20.
PackItInBills efIn the second
fectively stopped
half, the Ericthe Crusaders’
Snowbills’
forwards, but the
guards went cold
Althoff guards
from the 3-point
went on a tear
line, but Cooney
and made three
kept the offense
threes in a row
on track. The
giving their team
captain slashed
the lead.
through the CruHead coach
John Ross pulled Junior Mike Mayberger drives past his Althoff opponent in the sader defense
home and season opener last Saturday. SLUH lost by 16.
and got to the
the team out of the
zone and went back to man-to-man. The Jr. hole multiple times, putting up a teamsee ZAGS, 7
Bills hung with Althoff for the rest of the
photo by zac boesch

Knucklepuckbills 6-1-1 after Chaminade tie and
CBC loss; will be shorthanded tomorrow night
Tony Billmeyer
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High hockey team
(6-1-1) fell to CBC before picking up
wins against Vianney and Oakville and tying Chaminade.
Monday night they traveled to Queeny
Park to take on Chaminade. The Red Devils
drew first blood with just under five minutes
to go in the first period when Chaminade
forward Alex Wideman beat senior goalkeeper Ryan Boschert on a power play. SLUH
equalized a minute later when senior Kevin
Corby beat the keeper on a pass from behind
the net.
Thirty-five seconds later Boschert
conceded a questionable goal. The senior
goalkeeper thought that he had the puck
covered, but it trickled past him. Senior
defenseman Connor Quinn cleared it off the
line, but the referee had already whistled to
count the goal.
Chaminade added a third goal before the
period ended, extending the lead to 3-1. The

end of the period couldn’t come soon enough
Berger scored the game’s final goal
for the U. High defense, as they got a chance late in the second period when he broke
to regroup at the
away from the
intermission.
last Chaminade
“We were
defender near
taking too many
center ice and
penalties and
beat the goalthey have a rekeeper on the
ally good power
b r e a k a w a y.
play,” said Quinn.
Berger got a
“We didn’t really
chance to win
help Boschert
the game late in
out.”
the third when
The Bergerhe again beat
brobills came out
the Chaminade
like a new team
defense but lost
in the second pehis footing just
riod. SLUH presbefore the shot.
sured the ChamiBoschert and
Freshman Trent Lulow shoots in Monday’s 3-1 loss to CBC.
nade defense and
the U. High definally broke through on a power play five fense stepped up their play following the
minutes into the period. The power play unit first period, and Boschert ended up stopping
worked the puck around the defense until 19 of 22 shots.
Corby sent a cross-ice pass to senior Jack
“ We showed a lot of character to
Berger, who beat the goalie.
see HABS, 7
photo by zac boesch
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Stressfreebills
Spencer Rusch
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High racquetball team
moved to 4-0 with its third sweep of
the season over a very talented Kirkwood
team on Tuesday. The Tapiocabills knew
the Pioneers had suffered a 4-3 loss at
the hands of the DeSmet Spartans (whom
the Jr. Bills defeated 6-1) and knew they
would have to be prepared for an athletic
Kirkwood team.
The match started with No. 4 Andrew
Connor playing Tommy Bottchen. Connor
was unable to keep shots off the side walls
and often left his splat shots high enough
that they would leak back into the middle
of the court, creating an easy kill for his
opponent.
Connor got on a roll of good serves to
close out the first and open the second, but
Connor’s inability to keep the ball low kept
the match interesting. He won 15-12, 15-7.
Junior No. 6 Mark Kissel matched up
against former SLUH Racquetbill Danny
Lenger, whose athleticism and ability to kill
shots from deep in the court surprised Kissel
at first, but Kissel ran his opponent ragged

Sports

sweep

and scraped out the first game. After that,
Lenger was too wiped to hang with Kissel,
who won with some breathing room 15-14,
15-3.
No. 5 senior John Duchardt looked
sharp throughout his match against Charlie
Pepin. Duchardt baffled his opponent with
numerous good saves and his patented dink
shots. Duchardt got on a roll of skips early
in the second game, but snapped out of it in
plenty of time to win 15-6, 15-7.
“I skipped his first five service rotations
The racquetball team is
4-0 with three
sweeps
and
has won 27 of
28 total matches. At right,
senior
Andrew Connor
swoops up on
the ball in his
15-12, 15-7 win
Tuesday.

photo by zac boesch
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Pioneers

of the second game,” explained Duchardt,
“But then I really got into a groove.”
Senior doubles team Nick Eshelman and
Scott Hack played a marathon match against
Kirkwood’s Paul Roth and Denis O’Grady.
Eshelman’s pinch shots were ineffective and
Hack’s happy feet left him skipping many
shots in the first game, but soon Hackman
learned to pick on the weaker opponent via
the serve, and took easy setups when they
came. Hackman’s conservative play helped
them overcome a first game hiccup for a
10-15, 15-9, 11-3 victory.
Senior No. 2 Kevin Kissel matched
up against the quick and lanky lefty Payne
Stoddart. Kissel initially assumed Stoddart
was right-handed and pushed shots to his
forehand, but quickly corrected his error and
rolled in game one. In the sequel, Kissel allowed Stoddart to creep back into the game
before closing him out 15-4, 15-9.
“(Kissel) got a little lazy in the second,”
said teammate Andrew Connor. “You could
just tell he didn’t care too much anymore.”
Senior Clay Newberry battled Pioneer
No. 3 John Malley. Newberry struggled to

see BLUE, 14

PN Conversation of the Week: Matt Lynch
Adam Cruz
Reporter

Editor’s note: Adam Cruz sat down with Matt
Lynch for his second PN Conversation of
the Week to discuss SLUH basketball’s past,
present, and future. A three-point specialist,
Lynch captains the basketball team as one of
four starting guards, and scored ten points
in Wednesday’s win over Bayless.
Adam Cruz: Where did your entire freshman basketball team go?
Matt Lynch: A lot of the same guys played
B-team but were done after that. A lot of
guys quit to concentrate on other sports, like
(Arkansas-bound baseball player) Mike Bucchino, (football quarterback) John Swanston,
and (Lewis College-bound volleyball player)
Rudy Brynac. A few other guys don’t go to
SLUH anymore.
AC: How hard was it to stick it out, and
how does it feel to be one of the three
left (along with Pat Lanter and Cecil
Edward)?

ML: It wasn’t too hard—all of us seniors
get along really well with the junior guys.
Plus, somebody had to represent the class
of 2009.
AC: And all three are representing well
(Edward, Lynch, and Lanter, along with
junior Tim Cooney are the captains). How
important do you think leadership from
the captains will be on this team?
ML: It will help a lot. Lanter, Cooney, and
I have varsity experience and Cecil was
around, too, even when he was hurt (Edward
missed his junior season with a knee injury).
It should help the younger guys adjust to the
quicker pace of varsity.
AC: One sorely missed guy, who could
have been a captain if he still went here
(Darrin Young) starts for Kirkwood, who
you guys play next week. How’s that going to be?
ML: It should be a lot of fun. You know
Darrin—he’s already talking trash. Plus,
it’s a game against Kirkwood in the Webster
tournament, so even without (Young) it’d be

entertaining.
AC: I know you don’t want to be caught
looking ahead, but any big games in the
forecast?
ML: The Webster Tourney next week is
always a highlight, and conference games
should be a blast, especially against DeSmet
on talent show night. But you’re right, no
looking ahead. One game at a time, and it’s
the Southside Classic right now.
AC: Which we’re in a good position to win
after the 30+ point victories over Hancock
and Bayless. Those games were quite the
contrasts to the 16-point loss to Althoff.
Is this another maddeningly inconsistent
SLUH basketball team?
MS: (Laughs) No, it’s not. We’ve got a lot of
experience in the starting five, and plenty of
height and talent coming off the bench. We’ve
dealt with inconsistency the last two years,
and know what it takes to get past it.
AC: Last words?
ML: You better be in the stands at the next
game.
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11 points. But Althoff’s scrappy defense held
the rest of the Jr. Bills at bay, and the third
quarter ended with Althoff on top by 7.
The Crusaders pulled away down the
stretch as the SLUH guards began to feel the
pressure and struggled to find their stroke
from the arc. The Jr. Bills finished a poor 6
for 28 from three-point land.
“I have no problem with us shooting 28
threes,” Ross said after the game, “but we
have to make more than six.”
Monday, the Jr. Bills traveled to Affton to play Hancock in the first round of
the Southside Classic. SLUH established
an active half-court man defense from the
onset, forcing turnovers off the dribble outside the three-point arc. Cooney and Lanter
combined for 5 steals in the first quarter’s
last three minutes, and the JamesWorthybills
converted enough fast breaks for a 16-5 lead
at the quarter.
Hancock missed a chance to set the tone
for the second when they blew a layup on a
two-on-one break in the first minute of the
second. The MichaelCooperbills countered
with a quick outlet and a skip pass under the
basket to Butler, who missed a dunk. Butler
got his own rebound, though, and put back a
layup, was fouled, and sank the free throw
for a 19-6 lead.
“To be honest, I thought I was fouled
on (the dunk attempt),” said Butler. “But it’s
three points either way.”

The result was never really in doubt,
and SLUH shut out Hancock in the second
quarter with a suffocating 2-3 zone. A guard
rotation of Cooney, Lanter, Lynch, and
Fechter rarely allowed penetration, forcing
the overmatched Hancock guards to hoist
unlikely threes (they were 1 for 12 on the
game) which turned into long rebounds and
easy fast break opportunities.
When the Tigers did reach the paint,
they met senior Cecil Edward, who had two
blocks and scored SLUH’s final two points
of the half on a tip-in off a missed three at
the buzzer. SLUH led at half, 30-5.
	Refreshed, the BigDieselbills opened
the second with six missed free throws, but
extended their lead to 39-11. The starters
subbed out and left the gym for water at the
4:16 mark.
The backups finally initialized the running clock by stretching the lead to 30 with
three minutes left in the game. Lanter, who
had six steals and guided the underclassman
through the entire fourth quarter, dribbled
out the last 20 seconds for a 57-22 win.
Wednesday night the Jr. Bills matched
up against Bayless in the second round of the
Southside Classic. The team came out a little
sluggish and missed their first four threes.
But as the Artestbills settled down, they
adopted a more reserved approach and took
better shots, taking advantage of a smaller
Bayless team. This inside-out philosophy

freed Lynch and Butler up for open threes
that gradually increased their lead throughout
the first half.
Bayless scored their first points of the
third quarter on a free throw just under the
3-minute mark. Near the end of the third
quarter, most of the starters were subbed out
and the bench finished out the game. SLUH
won the game with a final score of 64-24.
The story Wednesday was the stifling U.
High defense. The high-pressure half court
man-to-man manhandled the Bayless guards
and caused many turnovers. The Jr. Bills
held the Bayless offense to only 3 points in
the second quarter and 8 points in the first
half, and for the second game in a row, the
DirtyDBills held their opponent under 30
points.
“We have improved greatly on defense
these first games … and we hope it continues
throughout the year,” Ross said.
The Jr. Bills look to continue their
dominance in the Southside Classic in the
championship game against Mehlville Friday
night at 8 p.m.
“I think we match up well with Mehlville. Their guards are significantly smaller
than ours and we are looking to exploit that,”
Ross said. “They are going to pressure us
just like Althoff, which means we will have
to take care of the ball and make good decisions.”

(from 5)
back from 3-1,” said senior Colin FitzGerald.
Saturday night the Greatonebills headed
to South County to take on Oakville. The
game got off to a slow start. Boschert iced
the Oakville attack and the game was a 0-0
tie going into the third period, when Oakville
took the game’s first lead with a power play
goal early in the third period.
Senior forward Joe Stratton leveled up
the score off of a rebound from sophomore
Jackson Hoffman.
Berger scored one of the season’s most
impressive goals on a power play midway
through the third. He took the puck from
his own end and skated around four of the
Oakville skaters on his way to scoring the
eventual game-winning goal.

Corby added an empty net goal in the
final minute to close out the 3-1 win.
The Quennevillebills improved to 5-1
with a convincing win against Vianney last
Monday night.
Vianney scored first, but freshman Trent
Lulow responded seconds later with his first
goal of the year. Corby looked to give the Jr.
Bills the lead on a shorthanded goal when he
skated around three defenders, but had his
shot blocked. Quinn knocked in the rebound
for the game-winner. Lulow scored his second of the game off of a pass from fellow
freshman Dan Warnecke. Junior Brandon
Eversgerd scored the fourth on a breakaway
before junior Greg Place concluded scoring
with his second of the year.
The only loss on the Ice’emboschertbills

came in their first meeting with CBC. The
Cadets took the early 2-0 lead in the first.
Corby got a goal back on a power play late in
the first, but CBC put the game out of reach
when Boschert left his crease and was beaten
to a loose puck just inside the SLUH zone.
The CBC forward pushed the puck around
Boschert and tapped in the third CBC goal
with five seconds to go in the period.
The Towelmanbills will head to the Rec
Plex Saturday night at 8:30 to take on Francis
Howell. The game will lie in the hands of a
couple seniors but mostly underclassmen.
“We’re going to have to get up early
and play defense,” said FitzGerald. “We’re
going to need our younger, inexperienced
players to step up.”

HABS
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we hear all of the time. What is that? For me
magis is: SLUH’s a great school, now how
do we get better? Because we didn’t get to
be here by just patting ourselves on the back
and saying we’re great. Where do we need
to go next?
But to answer that question, it isn’t
going to be me. It’s going to be the student
body, the faculty. In the student forums that
we’ve had here I think hopefully we’ve tried
to give a tone of here are some of the issues
that maybe people have—instead of looking
at the administrators and saying, “Well what
are you going to do about it?”—hopefully
there’s a little bit of us turning back to the
student body and the Student Council and
saying, “What are you going to do about it?
What are we going to do about it?”
PN: Would you say that there have been
any changes—whether big or small—
that you, along with the administrative
team, have done since the beginning of
the year?
Moran: Obviously, the policy that we broadcasted earlier in the first quarter in regards
to lockers and books was a bit of a policy
change but also an enforcement of the student
handbook because the locks part was there.
Really, I could have told you that after the
first week or so.
Walking up through the hallways—like
I said during that message—I was really,
really surprised. I don’t know if I missed it
last spring, or if everybody did a really good
job of cleaning up in the halls when I was
here last spring, but it was clear right away
in September that there was just a lot of stuff
around. And that was very different for me
and something I wanted to make sure got
addressed. When there were some concerns
out there about things going missing, well,
that was, amongst other things, one of the
first things that came to mind for me: this is
a time where we should pay real attention
to our stuff. I would say that’s the biggest
(change), certainly in terms of the student
body so far, that I would say has had an
impact.
PN: Since the beginning of school, theft
became somewhat of a prominent issue at
SLUH, but lately it does not seem to be as
big of a deal. Do you think the problem of

News
theft has been curbed and will continue
to decrease?
Moran: I hope that the awareness (and) the
discussion of it, if nothing else, told some
people that they needed to stop it. I don’t
want to say that just putting locks on lockers
or just cleaning up books in the hallway took
care of it, problem solved, because I think
that would be naïve. I think it’s something
that we continually need to be vigilant about
and aware of.
And I hate to say it, unfortunately, I read
Prep News going back to the ’60s where theft
was an issue. I came out of … 15 years at
St. John’s Prep, an all-boys school—a different culture and a different environment,
I understand that—(where) theft was an issue at times. It would come up in the sports
lockers, it would come up in the cafeteria. I
think it was Mr. Eric Clark’s statement that
I’ve said before that there are sinners in the
building, and I would count us among them.
Guys are going to make mistakes. We’re
here to make sure that we understand those
mistakes and we correct those mistakes.
We have not had the reported cases—
we didn’t have hundreds of reported cases,
if that helps to clear things up. I think there
was an awful lot more talk than there was
actual stealing, but I’m comfortable with
the fact that the talk has helped to bring
the stealing down to an absolute minimum,
which is where we want it. And that’s also
why we need to continue to be aware of it,
talk about it, talk about the places where we
don’t want it to happen.
PN: At the beginning of the year, also in
the Prep News interview, and during the
meetings you had with the different classes,
you encouraged students to “educate the
principal.” Do you feel like they have done
this, and that you have a good understanding of the students here?
Moran: Some have. I’ll be honest in that
I put that invitation out there still because
I think there’s plenty of more opportunities for things I have to learn, especially
from the underclassmen—the freshmen
and sophomores—about their experiences.
Maybe that’s just because there was just so
much going on at the beginning of the year,
especially freshman year, that it takes guys
a while to settle in, and stopping in and
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educating the principal wasn’t top on their
priority list. I understand that.
I’ve learned an awful lot in the couple of
months that I’ve been here, and I’ve learned
so much between September 1 and when
we’re talking now, the first 100 days. But by
no means does that mean I’m an expert on
SLUH. By no means does that mean I want
to now suddenly say, “Okay, I’ve been here
100 days, I know everything that I need to
know, let’s just get going on whatever it is
that we’re going to do next.
PN: When you encourage students to
come and “educate the principal,” do you
have a specific idea in mind of how they
should do it?
Moran: It’s been a variety of things. I’ve
had some guys e-mail me, which is nice
because I can look at it on my time, but it’s
not a dialogue. In fact in a couple of cases,
I’ve had to go seek guys out when they wrote
something because I wanted to talk to them
about it. Mrs. Cotter (in the main office) is
always somebody that people can see to
schedule a time, just because my days tend
to be pretty busy, and there’s not a whole
lot of time where I’m just sitting here and
people can drop by. There’s some, but it’s
best to see Mrs. Cotter, get on my schedule
ahead of time, find the half hour or so, and
have the discussion.
I’m trying right now to be out and about
in the hallways and in the classrooms one
full day a week; some people may have
noticed that over the past month or so, that
I’ve been in classrooms a good deal more
in November than I was before, and that’s
going to continue. Obviously you don’t want
to stop in the middle of a class and educate
the principal if I’m in a classroom, but if
I’m out in the hallways during those kind
of times that’d be another opportunity.
PN: One thing that is new this year is the
administration forums. Have those helped
you as an administration?
Moran: Absolutely. Communication in a
school is a really big deal. Communication
in any corporation, business, or community is
an important thing, and it can be really easy
to overlook, too … There are many tools of
communication here at SLUH—Prep News
being one of them, KUHI being one of them,
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the scrolling announcements being one of
them, Mrs. Maurer over the intercom being
one of them—and they all have different
functions. The function of the forums is really a face-to-face way. I don’t have a class
nor does Mr. Kesterson or Mr. Michalski
right now, and Mr. Becvar only has one class
of seniors, so ... there’s a lot of the student
body that we don’t get to interact with. So
it helps us to hear the concerns that are out
there and discuss them in the way that we
discussed earlier—hopefully as a back-andforth dialogue (about) what are we going to
do about some of these concerns.
But if nothing else, I hope it’s an opportunity for us to get to meet students faceto-face, which we don’t get to do enough
because we’re not teaching classes, and vice
versa—that students get to see us, hear what
our thoughts and concerns are, and have that
dialogue. Now there are some (forums) that
are going to be really well attended because
of the time or because there’s a particular
crisis that people are concerned about or it’s
a less busy time of year. There are others that
are going to be a dozen or so people. You
know what? If one student shows up, we’re
having the forum. If it’s just the four of us
we’ll probably cancel.
PN: Having good working relationships
with and the support of your colleagues is
crucial to the role of principal. Do you feel
you have developed such relationships?
Moran: Absolutely. And I said it a lot last
spring: what was really attractive to me about
SLUH right from the start was the community. It was a very natural fit. It felt as though
these were people that I could communicate
with, that I could work with.
There’s so much about SLUH that is the
community. That’s a hard thing to describe,
and I don’t know how that’s going to look
in print.
Asking the question about have I gotten
along and found that support and found that
teamwork—sure. And even if I wasn’t here,
that’d all still be here … There’s a natural
yes to the question you ask because there’s
a natural support system already in place for
whoever was here (before me). There’s a lot
of people who take on a lot of responsibility at the school and do the work of school
without ever being asked.

News
PN: You mentioned that there are things at
SLUH that can always be improved upon.
Are there any changes you would like to
see implemented in the future?
Moran: The Instructional Council right
now is spending an awful lot of time talking about how we do observations of each
other, and that may be a discussion that
some students have heard about and maybe
some are unaware of. I think that’s a really
good discussion, and it’s one that’s very
widespread in high schools throughout the
country. There’s traditional methods of doing it and then there’s ways in which we can
help support one another. So I think those
have been really good discussions in the
Instructional Council.
There’s good discussion going with technology and the technology team right now.
We did an audit of just what we have here
in terms of technology and what we could
improve upon in the next couple of years,
and we made some really smart discoveries,
I think, through that audit. I would like to see
us be on a system where all of the teachers,
administrators, and students (are) all on the
same e-mail system. I’d like to be able to email students and have students email each
other back-and-forth through the school, as
opposed to students having separate outside
accounts and us having an internal account.
That’s one small example of what the technology audit came up with—it was a 30-page
document and there’s plenty to it—but there’s
definitely been some discoveries of ways to
go.
	Really the question goes back to the
faculty, to the students: where do we get
better? Because I’ve made it clear a lot of
times (that) I didn’t come from St. John’s
Prep with a prescribed “here’s the best way
to do schools” book. It doesn’t exist, by
the way. I think we know—teachers know,
administrators know, students know—“I’m
good at this, I’m really good at this, I’m really
working hard at this, but I could be better at
this.” Well let’s keep doing (the good) and
start towards (the better). Let’s keep going
in terms of the thing that we’re doing right
and try to work on that thing that we know
in our selves and our hearts, “Yeah, I can do
better in that.”
PN: Regarding SLUH, what has become
one of your greatest sources of pride?
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Moran: After each Mass … I called home—
either I call my parents, who live back in
Boston, or I call people I worked with back
at St. John’s—and say, “You wouldn’t believe
this.” There’s a real spirit, enthusiasm, and
respect that I really hope stays the whole way
through, because it’s been great.
I was proud of all our athletes throughout
the fall. I thought there’s a lot of success
there, people representing themselves well,
and even in a couple of cases of some hard
defeats, people representing themselves
pretty well. So I’ve definitely been proud
of that. Those are two of the biggies.
PN: Do you have any favorite moments
or instances that particularly stick out to
you in your mind as being great?
Moran: All the time. I’ve got a collection of
20 or 30 and I’ve named a couple of them
already so I won’t be repetitious. I felt it
from the first faculty meeting, and we did a
retreat day before the school started where I
felt more welcome—not that I didn’t at my
last school—but I felt welcomed in the same
way, and it was so quick and instantaneous
that it was surprising.
I think the Issues Day. There are some
great memories there of all the back-andforths and discussions that went on that
day.
I think the Summer Reading Day, where
we all got into classrooms, was really a special
experience of hearing juniors and seniors and
freshmen and teachers all just sitting around
kind of as one. I love when we do that kind
of stuff.
The homeroom prayers that happen
before school. I’ve just heard some really
inspiring things go on in that chapel in the
mornings. I sneak into the back sometimes—
people don’t always know—but I like to
listen to those and what’s going on there.
I can’t believe it’s been a hundred
days.

O come let us...

Advent Eucharistic Adoration will
be held every weekday (except for
Dec. 8) in the main chapel from 8:15
to 11 a.m. through December 19. All
members of the SLUH community
are welcome and invited to stop by
for prayer and reflection.
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to the first hour of the day, and homeroom
will be moved to 8:39 a.m. This measure is
intended to allow students and their families
to find and experiment with new routes and
counteract any increased traffic.
“What we want to encourage people to
do is to leave at the same time if not earlier
than usual, and not to treat the 8:39 as a late
opening,” said Moran.
SLUH has formed a geographically
diverse parent committee to advise the administration during the ongoing construction.
In addition, access points to SLUH’s campus
will be open from Manchester Road at East
Road and Macklind Avenue at Wise Avenue,
a letter to the SLUH community said. “We’re
prepared to do even more if we need to,” said
Moran.
One of the differences from last year’s
closure is that this phase will likely bring
more traffic to the immediate area of SLUH.
Dan Galvin, Public Information Manager for
Gateway Constructors, said that he “would
expect you would see more traffic on Oakland Avenue” from drivers trying to get onto
Kingshighway. Other roads around SLUH
like Manchester and Kingshighway will also
see increased traffic, he said.
Many students in areas expected to be
most affected by the closure have already
planned their new routes. Sophomore Drew
Dziedzic from St. Charles says that instead
of taking Highway 70 to I-64/40, which
takes him about 25 minutes, he will take 70
all the way to Kingshighway or Union. He
said, “We tried it (Wednesday) morning and
it took a few minutes longer … I’m kind of
worried that it might take longer as we get
more traffic” from others switching to 70
and Kingshighway.
Sophomore Zak Otten, who lives in
Calhoun County near St. Charles, will take
a similar route to Dziedzic. He said that there
is “not going to be that big of a difference”
for him once the overall construction is completed, as it will be more a return to normalcy
than an improvement on past conditions.
Freshman Eddie Rolwes, who lives near
the Chesterfield/Wildwood border, will be
taking the same route as before, going from
40 to 270, getting off at 44, and taking that
to Kingshighway, which takes him around
40 minutes. He hopes “now that 40 will open
up farther out, maybe it’ll clear up a little,”
he said.

News
DuMont, who lives in Wildwood, said
that during the first phase, his route on
Highway 44 was a few minutes shorter than
before the project. 44 had been re-striped
to include five smaller lanes instead of four
normal ones. Although some have worried
about the cramped lanes, DuMont said that
he has not had any problems and that the
re-striped section was quicker than normal.
He views the closures as “a relatively small
growing pain. Given the scope of the project, I think it’s a relatively short time” to be
inconvenienced, he said.
Linda Wilson, Public Information
Manager for MODOT, said that with 4 and
1/2 miles of highway to construct and many
major interchanges and overpasses to rebuild,
the second phase comparatively includes “an
equal amount of work to be done, if not a
little bit more.” She said that the contractor’s
deadline for completion is Dec. 31, 2009.
Galvin said that “it could really go either
way” with the amount of time it takes to
complete the project. However, the project
is on schedule and equipment has already
been mobilized, potentially quickening
progress.
Wilson said that on Sunday, final stages
of completion will make ready the west half
of I-64/40 for reopening in the next morning.
Before this, however, the east section will
host some celebratory events for its return
to glory.
From noon to 3 p.m., the eastbound lanes
from Ballas Road to Brentwood Road will be
opened to the public for walking their dogs,
riding bicycles, and other leisure activities,
with no motor vehicles allowed on it yet.
On the westbound lanes, a 5K Run will
take place at 9 a.m. A Fun Bike Ride and
cycling time trial will begin at noon and go
to 2:30 p.m. All events on the westbound
lanes require pre-registration. The official
celebration ceremony will begin at 2:30
p.m. on eastbound I-64/40 at McCutcheon,
the I-64 website said.
Once the dust settles, everyone expects
travel to be much better. Wilson said that by
January 2010, “the highway will flow much
better than it did,” and also be improved
structurally.
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to find sponsors for our 142 families.”
Hotop commented on the possible effects
of the economic downturn: “I didn’t even
acknowledge that. While of course there
are some SLUH families that are struggling,
these families are really struggling. In my
mind, I consider their form of poverty more
pertinent than our unfortunate situation.”
Mortiz said that Catholic Charities has
not seen any serious drop off and added that
“(Adopt-a-Family) always (knows) we can
count on SLU High.”
Hotop said, “I don’t think it’s so much
about the things but (about) us showing that
we really do care about these people.”

ACES DRIVE

(from 2)
just to help them out and develop a normal
childhood.”
According to Evans, last year was the
most successful ACES toy drive. They were
even able to fill his office with the donated
toys.
“Hopefully we’ll have another great
year, but whatever the community can
do—these are really trying times in this
recession—so whatever the community can
do, I’ll be happy with,” said Evans.

The Underdogs

Photo by Mr. Matt Sciuto

¡Feliz Navidad!

The Spanish Club invites you to visit the
library to view their “Christmas in Spanish
Speaking Countries” display. Be sure to catch
it before the season’s over!

Olympic gymnast Alicia Sacramone attended the
Thanksgiving Mass and afterwards posed with former Assisstant Principal for Student Affairs H. Eric
Clark, letting him wear her Olympic silver medal.
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Issues have arisen this year in regards to
what some see as the exclusionary nature of
the Chill Room. The room was created five
years ago when then-President Paul Sheridan,
S.J., approached Marchlewski and offered
him the room to use as an area to interact
with students. According to Marchlewski,
the room was originally used predominately
by juniors. In Marchlewski’s opinion, “(The
room) has never been restricted, it’s just
how groups form.” Still, the issue has been
discussed at administrative forums (see Issue
6).
Principal John Moran said that he doesn’t
think that any students have been excluding
others, but that the room’s size limits equal
access for everyone. “By default, everybody
can’t go,” Moran said. Moran said that at his
former school, there was a larger lounge area
that could accommodate a significant number
of students. “It’s something I’ve seen done
really well at other schools,” he said.
Sophomore Espen Conley said that he
does not view the Chill Room as exclusive.
“It’s not that you’re not allowed to go in there
... it would be awkward though,” he said,
noting that the room is usually occupied by
seniors.
Many view the right to use the room as
a “senior privilege,” similar to off-campus
lunch. “I believe that it’s a good senior
privilege,” said junior Will Linhares. “I
think that I am excluded but (the exclusion)
is proper.”
Junior Misha Digman agreed. “I think
it’s a right that you have to earn (by being
here for four years),” he said.
Senior John Savio took a slightly different view. When asked if the room was
exclusive, he said “It’s supposed to be that
way ... it’s a senior privilege.”
Though the debate may rage on, the administration currently has no plans to change
the room other than the current renovation.
Student lounge space will likely be a part of
construction planning in the next couple of
years after current construction projects are
completed.
“I hope that as we look to our renovations ahead we find as many comfortable but
inclusive relaxation spots for students as we
can,” said Moran.
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Circus club to hold annual
performance this weekend

makes it fun.”
The show is an extravaganza of fun
activities, including magic tricks and some
he Saint Louis U. High circus club pyrotechnics. Juggling is a large part of
will perform its annual collection of the show, and many forms of juggling are
festivities, ranging from juggling to skits, featured including knives, balls, rings, and
fire. There are also
this weekend.
skits such as “The
The club had a
World’s Strongest
dramatic increase
Man” and magic
in membership this
like the classic
year, jumping to just
swords-piercing-ashy of 20 members.
box-with-a-personThe circus club coninside trick. Finally,
sists of three sesophomore Simon
niors, five juniors,
Clark will be riding
four sophomores,
his six-foot uniand many freshmen
cycle.
and is led by senior
Sean Dailey (left) and his circus club cohorts practice
Perkins deJamie Perkins un- Junior
with Chinese yo-yos while a juggling gorilla watches.
scribed the show
der moderator Joseph
as “family entertainment” and “a fun time
Schulte.
They have been preparing for the show for everyone.”
The show is set to last about one hour,
since Monday, though they have been meetbut times may vary because of improvisation
ing since the beginning of the year.
In reference to the seemingly late prepa- in skits. The show will run this Friday at 7:00
ration, sophomore Nick Byrne said, “The p.m. and Saturday at 4:00 p.m. Admission
club is really unorganized, but that’s what is $2 for adults, and $1 for children.

Patrick O’Leary
Reporter

T

photo by zac boesch

SOA Protest Trip
photo courtesy of Nick Fandos

Nine SLUH students—sophomores Luke Hellwig, Andrew Beckerle, Nick Fandos, Michael Blair, Joe
Earsom, juniors Pat Vastola and James Fister, and seniors Chris Brennan and Phil Guignon and math
teacher George Mills traveled to Columbus, Georgia, to participate in the annual Jesuit teach-in and
School of the Americas (SOA) protest. Fister said of the event, “(It was) a more awesome sight than I
have ever seen. Thousands of other crosses were on the fence, each one bearing a name, a human being. All ages and nationalities were at the fence, crying and praying. They were there, fourteen hours
from our homes, with others from all over the world, united in Columbus, Georgia in order to rally
against a great evil in the world.”
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some, particularly STUCO, gave against increased punishments
because they might damage the ideal of brotherhood.
Even though Moran’s response incorporated student input to an
extent, the resultant policy was unilaterally enforced and no students
were involved in the decision beyond the broad suggestions made at
the forum. The unilateral approach to theft shows how communication has not been perfect and can be improved in the next hundred
days of the school year. The addition of new meetings also raises
the question of effectiveness. Are the administrative forums just a
novelty? Will they devolve into veneers of student-administrative
connection that lack substance? Student attendance at forums has
declined. Is this because of student apathy or poor publicity and
students’ feeling that voicing their opinion will not contribute to
real actions?
As Dr. Moran says, many things are going great here, but issues
remain to be discussed. The honor code can thrive and contribute
to SLUH or flounder and become a quaint idea depending upon
the actions of students and administration to take leadership. As
principal, Moran can seek out students and administrators to lead

STOLE

(from 3)
tiny minority. I think outrage would ensue were the government to
announce that, in addition to convicting thieves, they will also begin
to convict those whose items have been stolen due to carelessness.
Not only that, anyone who leaves any item unattended outside of
their home will also be convicted.
SLUH seems to pride itself in its community atmosphere, and
boasts claims of “Brotherhood.” I suppose you could say that SLUH
aims to be a second home to the young men who walk its halls, and
create among the students and faculty a family atmosphere. That
sense of family and the idea of SLUH as a home is being stripped
down; yes, by theft, but even more so by the culture of distrust and
panic among the administration. If this is a home, then why is it that
I can’t set down my books without being punished for it? I have
been setting my books outside the cafeteria unattended nearly every
single day since the beginning of my freshman year. Not once have
I returned to find that a book or a binder had been taken or stolen,
but now my behavior has been denounced by the administration as
careless, and I am receiving punishment from a system designed
to protect me from theft. We cannot consider this our home if we
cannot treat it like one; let SLUH be a refuge, an institution for the
students, not against them; an institution whose actions and culture
are determined and guided by the students as a majority, not by a
negative minority. Do not turn this into a culture of hierarchy where
teachers and administrators become disciplinarians, rather than positive guides in the path to the development of young virtuous men.
“Committed to Justice.” This is the calling of the Graduate at
Graduation; a goal which will remain unmet if we continue to teach
a doctrine in which the victims are those responsible for theft, rather
than the thieves themselves. Several weeks ago, senior John Heafner
placed atop the vending machine in the cafeteria a container holding
a $20 bill. John did so to prove a point; that the SLUH community is
trustworthy, and that we do, in fact, live up to our banners claiming
“Brotherhood.” I think John’s point was well taken, at least from a

December 5, 2008

toward solutions. What does this leadership look like? It looks
like what last year’s senior Running of the Bills committee could
have been. Moran, Principal for Student Affairs Brock Kesterson,
Student Body President John Heafner, and a few selected students
of different opinions should sit around a table, sooner rather than
later, to discuss and be held accountable for solutions. We want to
see another committee made to talk about senior Running of the
Bills and the senior campout, which made SLUH look horrible last
year, and we want to see it succeed. We want to publish articles
about that committee’s innovative resolution in January, not in May.
We want to have an honor code in our hands before the end of the
year or understand by then why such a thing wouldn’t work here.
We hope that Dr. Moran continues to listen; we also hope that the
administration and students work together on all issues from the
beginning to create substantive results so ideas about reform don’t
end up the way the dead-end senior Running of the Bills committee
did last year.
We applaud the new visibility and efforts at communication that
Moran has led. We look forward to the mutual education between
the administration and students that can take place as we learn what
we can make SLUH for future classes.

personal standpoint, but how would it have been perceived had John
received a demerit for his experiment, as is standard under current
SLUH law? If in retrospect, U. High, you feel that John should
have received a demerit, then by all means continue as you are, but
if you feel that he was in no way at fault, as I do, then I suggest we
make a move to revoke these silly and childish rules and make an
effort to cause gradual change in the culture and underlying beliefs
of the SLU High community instead.
Oh yeah, a winter fundraising mixer would be pretty awesome.
“Family life is too intimate to be preserved by the spirit of justice.
It can be sustained by a spirit of love which goes beyond justice.”
-Reinhold Niebuhr
Dane J. Stole ’10

THORNBERRY
(from 3)

ten in the memo section. The donations do not have to be received
by Dec 6; they can be mailed at any time to:
SLUH
4970 Oakland Ave.
St Louis, MO 63110-1402
	RE: Chris Zandstra Scholarship Fund
 	 Please keep family and friends in your prayers as they embark
on this remarkable journey to honor Chris in such a fitting way.
For more information about the St. Jude Pediatric Cancer Hospital
Marathon, please visit www.stjudemarathon.com.
Brandon Thornberry, ’09
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CADILLAC

(from 4)
man doubts his ability to make something of
himself and support a family, Chess coldly
responds, “My wife’s gonna drive a Cadillac.”
The most interesting aspect of the film
is the way in which the racial issues of the
mid twentieth century are explained and commented upon. Chess and Waters’ friendship
is seen as unnatural by many characters both
white and black. Others believe that Chess is
merely exploiting the black musicians signed
to his label for his own financial gain.
The tension within the company itself
as well as the racial barriers that its music
helps to break down allow for an interesting mix of perspectives on the causes of the
Civil Rights Movement and the differences
(and similarities) between the progressive,
opportunistic north and the oppressive, oldworld south.
The performances in the film add to the
realism that the story is trying to relate. Brody
provides the glue to hold the cast together.
The energy he brings allows every other actor to play off his charisma which makes for
some fantastic scenes. At one point Chess is
trying to motivate Etta James to sing with
emotions of genuine hurt and suffering. He
is so effective that he brings her to tears
and gets the exact sound that he wants from
James; the scene conveys perfectly what it
must have been like for Chess as a producer
and adds a powerfully moving mood to what
could have otherwise been a very awkward
scene.
Jeffrey Wright sets the bar very high
from his first appearance for the other actors
playing musicians in the movie. His ability
to portray Waters forces all of the other
casting choices to be perfect if they are to
be convincing.
The costumes, hair styles, and sets are
flawless in their portrayal of 1950’s fashion
and design. The colors work perfectly to
flavor the environment the characters live in
as one of prosperous but divided conditions.
Flashy, cherry-red Cadillacs stick out against
depressingly gray, rusty trucks, and silky
suits are contrasted by the fading apparel of
sharecroppers and the Chicago slums.
Another highlight of the film is the music
itself. Mos Def, Beyonce Knowles, Jeffrey
Wright, and Columbus Short provide concertlevel renditions of the songs they sing. The
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film features chart-topping tunes from the
era like “At Last,” “I’d Rather Go Blind,”
“Maybeline,” “My Babe,” and more.
A few flaws mar the good aspects of the
movie, however. Director Darnell Martin
takes many liberties with the plot, including
deleting Leonard Chess’s brother and the
co-founder of Chess Records from the story
entirely. Other questionable aspects include
the representation of how Little Walter’s
addiction to alcohol and heroin developed
as well as the circumstances regarding his
dismissal from the label. Martin abuses her
artistic license in order to make the movie
more intense, and dwells too much on the
artists’ personal struggles rather than the
advancements they made for music and the
circumstances they faced from the outside
world.
The chronology of the film also detracts
from its appeal. The audience will find themselves looking for missing pieces of the story
on more than a couple of occassions. Long
spans of time are covered in a brief sequence
of scenes or omitted from the story entirely.
This makes for a very confusing plot at times
and forces us to wonder how the Martin may
be manipulating the facts a little too much.
Unfortunately, due to its distracting plot
and sketchy time management, it is difficult
to conclusively say that audiences will understand it unless they know the backstory or can
remember back far enough to when it actually
took place. The strategically inserted musical
sequences set the mood in many scenes, and
this alone makes the movie entertaining and

allows the audience to feel the triumphs and
the struggles that the characters encounter.
It’s an entertaining mix that makes the film
worth seeing if you are willing to research
the history beforehand. Cadillac Records
will be released nationwide on December
5th.

SNEAK PEEK

(from 4)
reference to a famous Christmas movie. For
example, “Even if you have to leave your Jr.
Bill ‘Home Alone,’ he won’t be left in the
dark with this Jr. Billiken lamp.”
“It leaves something nice for everyone,”
said Guilfoy.
About an hour into the evening, the
revelers will break to listen to a performance
of specialty songs by the SLUH chorus with
SLUH piano teacher Gerry Quin at the keys.
The silent auction will continue after the
choir leaves, ending at 10 p.m.
“This is an odd year,” said Hagan, referring to problems in the economy. “I am
reluctant to say dollar amounts … but ideally,
it will be a huge hit.”
According to Hagan, the 30 or so committees will start their work in January.
“Typically, this is kind of a thank-you
party for all the time and energy the committees will put in after the New Year,” said
Hagan. “I am absolutely amazed at their talent
and selflessness for St. Louis U. High. It’s
really humbling. I mean that from the bottom
of my heart.”

The week in worship
photo by Mr. Matt ScIuto

photo by Mr. Matt SciUto

Senior Louie Hotop (left)
reflects in front of the
SLUH community at the
first all-school advent
prayer service.

Chorus director Joe Koestner conducts the chorus in singing
the Alleluia as Deacon Boedeker, led by junior server Mitch
Jones, makes his way to the pulpit to proclaim the Gospel.
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by Conor Gearin

Friday, December 5
Schedule R
Circus Club Performance 7pm
Cashbah “Sneak” Peak
K-12 Submissions
STUCO Christmas Drive (through 12/12)
B-BALL @ Mehlville 8pm @Affton High
AP Snack: Mini Pizza Bosco Sticks
Lunch: Special—Toasted Rav
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan
Saturday, December 6
Loyola Christmas Party
Father/Son Bowling 12pm at Olivette
Lanes
Circus Club Performance 4pm
HOC @ Francis Howell @ Rec Plex
8:30pm
JV HOC vs. Chaminade @ Queeny
2:30pm

Thanks, Mrs. Z!
Calendar

*Lunch menu subject to change.

Dec. 5-12

Monday, December 8
No School!
Feast of the Immaculate Conception

AP Snack: Cookies
Lunch : Special—Mexican Combo
Healthy—Baked Mostaccioli

Tuesday, December 9
Schedule R
MML Test AP
Jr Extra Credit Vocab AP
Shakespeare Competition prelims AP
C B-BALL Blue vs CBC 5:30pm
C B-BALL White vs CBC 4pm
V/JV/C WRES @ CBC 6pm
AP Snack: Mini Corndogs
Lunch : Special—Redi Ribs
Healthy—Turkey Divan

Thursday, December 11
Schedule R
SOC Banquet 6:30pm
C B-BALL Blue vs Kirkwood 5:15pm
C B-BALL White vs Kirkwood 5:30pm
@Webster Groves HS
AP Snack: Bosco Sticks
Lunch : Special—Papa Johns
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan

Wednesday, December 10
Schedule R
Mother’s Club Santa Shop Days (Through
12/11)
Freshman Tutorial AP
Shakespeare Competition prelims AP
Sunday, December 7
Quiz Bowl 3:45pm
SLUHtique
Mother’s Club Christmas Mass, Luncheon XC Banquet 6pm
C/JV WRES @ Pattonville Quad (Fr/So)
& Boutique
4pm
CISL Speech @ Duchesne 10am
JV HOC vs. Fenton @ Fenton 7:50pm

BLUE

(from 5)
No. 3 John Malley. Newberry struggled to
keep up with Malley’s speed and relied on
his ability to kill the ball to overcome the
difference in athleticism. Newberry allowed
Malley to hang around by only punching the
ball and not swinging all the way through,
generating only a portion of his potential
power. Ultimately, Newberry chose his
passing shots wisely and defeated his foe
15-13, 15-7.
Captain Spencer “Riptide” Rusch faced
fellow state finals contender Joe Marlo. Both
Marlo and Rusch came out with numerous
skips within the first few points, but after that
it was a captivating match. Marlo rolled out
virtually any shot within 15 feet of the front
wall, and Rusch shocked Marlo with powerful splats of the back wall. Marlo maintained
pace and court position most of the game, so
Rusch continued to kill everything. Rusch
closed out a disheartened Marlo in the second after a tight first game for a 15-13, 15-6
win.
“We need to get Rusch to maintain the
pace,” said coach Joe Koestner. “He needs
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to play his own style, not someone else’s.”
The Babybabybills will make up
roughly one seventh of the more than 350
high school racquetball players when they
play in the Winter Rollout Tournament today
and tomorrow at Vetta Sports Concord. The
Jr. Bills will then enjoy the week off before
coming back for a rematch against DeSmet
on Monday, Dec. 15.
photo by zac boesch

Friday, December 12
Schedule R
Loyola Santa Shop at Loyola Middle
School
Poetry Out Loud Final (in Theatre) AP
ACES Film Series 4pm
B-BALL Webster Classic @ Webster
Groves HS
C B-BALL White vs St. Mary’s 4pm
AP Snack: Pizza Sticks
Lunch : Special—Chicken Rings
Healthy—Sweet & Sour Chicken
Skewer
Correction: The article on page 1 of
Nov. 21’s issue of the Prep News
reported that the visiting Jesuit novices
did not speak to Michael Marchlewski’s,
S.J., theology classes. The novices, in
fact, spoke to all four of his classes. The
Prep News apologizes for the error.
The Chessbills started their season with
a 16.5 to 13.5 win over Belleville West
on Wednesday afternoon, boosted by
draws at boards one and two by juniors
Peter Harris and Joe Ebel (pictured at
left), respectively, and a victory at board
four by freshman Joe Esswein. Check
the Prep News website to see Harris’s
notation sheet from his game.

Wrestling nightbeat

Junior Joe Ebel contemplates his position en route
to a crucial draw against Belleville West.

SLUH lost at Windsor last night,
41-39. The Matbills forfeited 18
points in three open spots—the 103
lb., 112, and 119 weight classes.
Sophomores Espen Conley (160)
and freshman Will Whitney (130)
won their varsity debuts. Senior
captains Mike Donovan and Kevin
Staed each recorded pins.

