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Drivers cope with winter weather Second SAC
and the Highway 40 closure discusses
Luke Chellis
Core Staff

O

n Monday morning, the Highway
40 closure arrived at St. Louis U.
High’s front door. All lanes are closed
in both directions between I-170 and
Kingshighway and will remain closed
for an entire year as part of the second phase of the reconstruction project.
The transition to this phase marked
the halfway point in the completion of
the new Highway 40, as the stretch from
Ballas to I-170 reopened. Now, eastbound
traffic travelling toward SLUH must exit
at Brentwood. Westbound travel will continue to reach as far as Kingshighway to
the northeast of SLUH. This change came
ahead of the original open date of Jan. 2,
2009.
To commute to school, students accustomed to using the now unusable asphalt have
begun to explore and try alternate routes.
To respond to possible delays, principal
John Moran and the SLUH administration
implemented a new schedule that moves
activity period to the beginning of the day

(issue 14). “I think people left early like we
asked them to and didn’t just treat it as a late
start,” said Moran.
Twelve out of 19 randomly selected
students interviewed at the student drop-off
on Monday reported no difference in overall
commute time.
“When I came in (Monday) morning at
my usual time, it was certainly a little wet
and slick on the roads,” said Moran. “But,
at least anecdotally what I’m hearing from
folks is that it was lighter than expected.”
Observations on Monday ranged dramatically because of the large variety of
factors and their effects at play. “I think we’ll
have a better idea tomorrow because there
were some people not driving today because
of the weather,” said carpool parent driver
Greg Zink-Duda.
According to computer technician Jonathan Dickmann, 33 students were absent on
Monday, compared to the average this year
of 16. On Tuesday the number reverted to
normal at 17. On Monday 12 out of the 16
tardies students were weather-related, and
15 of 16 students were tardy on Tuesday

Highway 40 sits quiet and dark amid the traffic on Oakland (left).

see 40, 18
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Facebook,
respect, drugs

Peter Mackowiak
Sports Editor

D

ean of Students Brock Kesterson met
with the Student Advisory Committee (SAC) Monday night in the library to
discuss student respect towards school facilities, faculty and staff, and each other;
Facebook’s role in the life of a student;
and the extent to which the school has an
alcohol and drug culture.
Kesterson and the advisory students,
parents, and teachers kicked off the meeting
discussing student respect, an issue brought
to the forefront when a student drew graffiti
on the wall of the recently renovated chill
room. Parents expressed concerns regarding instilling a culture of respect at SLUH,
and one parent suggested school-wide linewriting as a means of punishment and peer
pressure against bullying.
Talk soon turned to the nature of student
behavior, especially bullying and the use of
profanity.
Junior class president Kevin Mueller
said physical bullying “doesn’t really happen; it’s more exclusion that goes on.”
Junior Chad Carson concurred. “Things
like exclusive jokes or profanity start out with
students having to draw a reaction between
friends, but over time they can become a part
of your behavior, and then you don’t think
about them,” he said.
Director of Diversity Rob Evans added
that faculty and staff are also responsible for
watching their language because “if students

see SAC, 18
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Rathmann continues therapy, Lock policy
will attend trivia night on 3rd shows success
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Chris Brennan
News Editor

T

he St. Louis U. High gym will host
“A Night with Mike” on Satutday,
Jan. 3. The event is a fundraiser for Mike
Rathmann ’08, who broke his C-5 and C-6
vertebrae in an accident at the beginning
of last summer. The night will feature five
rounds of trivia, a silent auction, and an
oral auction.
“A Night with Mike” is the second large
scale SLUH fundraiser for Rathmann, the
first being the Student Council-led drive,
which raised around $21,000.
The event is being hosted by a commit-

tee for fundraising formed by friends of the
Rathmann family after Rathmann’s injury.
The committee includes many mambers
them the Rathmann’s parish, St. Margaret
Mary Alacoque, and SLUH parents who are
looking to help the Rathmann family pay
for necessary expenses, such as a speciallyequipped van, a wheelchair, and therapy
machines.
Rathmann has been living in St. Louis
since he returned home Nov. 21 from Baltimore, where he underwent intense physical
therapy for a month at Johns Hopkins. While
at Johns Hopkins, Rathmann woke up early in

see RATHMANN, 19

Auditions held for Guys and Dolls
Conor Gearin
Core Staff

F

ew people but the cast and crew witness the formative stages of a St. Louis U. High Dauphin Players production.
Though largely unseen, the genesis of the
musical Guys and Dolls, which held its
auditions from Friday, Dec. 12,
to yesterday, was a fascinating process
involving a large number of dedicated
faculty and students. With audiences that
easily rival the attendance of a Friday
night football game, the stage is one of the
most important places at SLUH. I got to
chance to observe the beginnings of such
a production during auditions. As choral
director Joe Koestner said, “the hardest
part of the show is casting, as far as I’m
concerned. Doing the show is just a lot of
fun.”
“Sit over there so you can’t hear what
we’re saying,” fine arts teacher Joseph
Schulte, the director for the musical, said
to me on Monday in the dance studio. I was
allowed to observe the process of auditions
but not, of course, the deliberations of the
fine arts faculty that decide on the cast.
Hopefuls arrived in the studio, dumping
their backpacks in a great heap in the corner.
Footwear was varied: some had dancing
shoes, others socks. A few wore tennis shoes
or their dress shoes. They immediately began
practicing their routines, watching their reflections for mistakes in the massive mirrors

that lined the facing wall. None, thankfully,
seemed to be bothered with the presence
of a Prep News correspondent—it was just
another person taking notes. Ragged dance
lines formed, so that three or four students
danced in synchronization, but the group at
large remained in a state that Schulte called
“organized chaos.” Dancers aided by socks
and dancing shoes cruised across the floor,
gliding for yards. Someone started humming
a song, and it was instantly taken up by all
the seniors, who added in their own solos
and riffs. Varied outcries and singing cut
through the chant of the dancers, mumbling
their steps: “jazz hands, back…”
“OK! Gentlemen—do I have a form from
everyone? If you haven’t filled out a form,
do it now,” shouted dance teacher Simonie
Bieber above the din. At least half of the
forty hopefuls bolted for the audition forms.
After those were completed, the lines became
more orderly. Bieber told those who had not
seen the routine yet to move to the front.
Bieber went through a slow run through, and
eventually math teacher Dan Becvar flipped
the music on. The dancers moved with much
more unity with the music, in their personal
flair with added salsa moves and and moving
for the most part with seriousness, eyes front
and expressions blank. Some still adjusting
to the routine forgot a move.
At the end of the song, Schulte the
student attempted to jump over a younger
student and was immediately rebuked by

see DOLLS, 21

against
Matt Bettonville
Core Staff

theft

S

ince the administration announced a
renewed enforcement of its lock mandate for academic lockers on Sept. 26, reports of theft have substantially decreased
despite some student complaints, according to Assistant Principal for Student Affairs Brock Kesterson.
“Theft has been better. I haven’t had
as many reports of theft in the academic
hallways,” said Kesterson. Kesterson said
that he started a log of reported theft when
Principal John Moran, Ph.D., announced
the policy, and the only report of theft that
Kesterson has received since then was a lost
item that the student later found.
The policy has effectively eliminated
thieves’ ability to enter students’ lockers
at will. “There was a problem with books
being taken out of lockers,” said Kesterson.
“That hasn’t been a problem (since the new
policy).”
Forty-six students received demerits or
jugs last Thursday after what Assistant to
the Assistant Principal for Student Affairs
Marla Maurer described as a “locker raid,”
or a trip around the school to check for locks.
That number includes both students lacking
a lock and students with a lock not issued by
St. Louis U. High.
Kesterson said he has heard complaints
that punishment for lacking a lock targets
victims of theft rather than thieves, but he
has “heard more positives than I have negatives at this point. People realize that it may
take a couple extra seconds … but if things
aren’t being stolen, that’s a positive.”
The mandate of locks is not a new
regulation; the Parent-Student Handbook
says, “Lockers must be kept locked at all
times using only locks purchased at St. Louis
University High School.” Kesterson said
that some students have complained that the
“new” policy trys to “take away a freedom,”
but “basically, all we’re doing is enforcing
a rule that’s been there all along.”
In addition to curbing theft, Moran and

see LOCKS, 21
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Letters to the Editors
Kesterson addresses respect issues
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To the Editors:
As the first semester winds down and we move into Christmas
break, I thought it would be an appropriate time to offer up some
reflections from my first few months as Dean of Students. I have
become increasingly frustrated and dismayed that some of my
“Men for Others” have quickly forgotten one of the key messages
I presented at each of the class meetings in August.
RESPECT. Where is it?
It’s certainly not written or engraved on the library carrels. No,
those are reserved for cowardly jabs at classmates and teachers.
Mixed in with those biting words, you can find plenty of juvenile
scribbles and artwork. If you were respectful, you would realize
that your anonymous writing creates unnecessary work for our
maintenance crew.
It’s certainly not written on the walls of the “chill room.” This
room was renovated with new paint and carpet and then immediately
defaced.
It’s certainly not in the amount of trash, books, and clothes left
in the hallways, classrooms, and cafeteria. Again, you leave more
work for the maintenance staff and the cafeteria workers.
It’s certainly not in your tardiness to school and class. This is
a disruption to the learning process that sends a message of selfishness to your teachers.
It’s certainly not in your hoodies, slippers, tennis shoes, and
untucked shirts. Your slovenly appearance is a poor reflection of
you.
It’s certainly not in the hallways, where it is not uncommon

to see you changing clothes, eating, and drinking. Your carefree
attitude in these instances is an example of your blatant disregard
of the rules.
It’s certainly not in our ongoing problem of theft. While the
academic hallways have improved, our thieves have taken their
disrespectful schemes to the gym locker room.
It’s certainly not in your treatment of each other. Whether it
is spoken or written, through text messages or Facebook, subtle or
direct, the message is clear. You disrespect each other.
This list is not comprehensive, but it does represent an unsettling reality. These acts of disrespect are a part of our culture at
SLUH. Some of them may be done with malice and others may be
done unintentionally. Either way, the lack of respect, no matter what
form it takes, needs to stop. And while you may not be one of the
people that I have described, my guess is that you have witnessed
one of these disrespectful acts. You need to take an active role in
holding each other accountable. You all have the potential to be
leaders. This will help to create a more positive, respectful culture
at SLUH.
God has bestowed upon you great gifts and great talents. It is up
to you to nurture those gifts and talents to make a positive impact in
our school and beyond. This is my challenge to you. Relax, reflect,
and have a wonderful break. Come back to school in January and
prove me wrong.

To the Editors:
Is it really worth it?
What’s the difference between a 4.17 and a 4.18? One is worthy
enough for acceptance into Yale’s single choice early action program,
whereas the other one is not. At least that’s what next senior class
will notice when scanning through SLUH’s Naviance program and
then, just as I did, aim for a number just above that minimum GPA
and ACT/SAT score then trap themselves in this faulty two-numbered
logic.
If you’ve spent any time at all passing through the senior hallway
this week, you must have heard some talk about college acceptance
letters. It is impossible to ignore that nearly twenty students were
accepted into Notre Dame last Saturday, and by Tuesday morning,
the senior class was mystified by the acceptance rates to world-class
schools such as MIT, Georgetown, and U. of Chicago.
However, most students failed to see the disturbing side effect.
With the acceptance letters, come the rejection/deferral letters. This
may have been the worst week in all four years at SLUH to be rejected
and, for many including myself, this meant silently carrying

To the Editors:
Lately, I have been thinking about everything Dr. Moran told
us at our first senior class meeting and how unrealistic some of
his expectations were. Now, that is not to say that they were bad
expectations, he had some good ideas, something just got lost in
the transition from idea to reality. That something is time.
When he told us that we could walk into his office and talk
about what this school means to us and what we like and do not
like about it, I thought it was a great idea and a good sign. This is
the kind of opportunity that excites most people since they get to
tell somebody their honest opinion, yet only a few kids, including
me, have taken it. The main obstacle here is time.
Time is also the reason why so few students attend the STUCO
forums, no matter how interesting they may be. I am sure that you
all remember the flood of Prep News stories regarding the STUCO
forums and the massive amount of propaganda on the walls trying
to get people to come. Still, time did a number on all of those things
and the number of people in attendance barely changed.
That is why I propose supplementing (keyword: it would be

Brock Kesterson
Assistant Principal for Student Affairs

Newcomer ’09 warns Migneco ’09 suggests
about grade focusing online opinion forum

see NEWCOMER, 20

see MIGNECO, 14
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Gude, ’09, wins Shakespeare contest,
Winfrey, ’09, takes Poetry Out Loud

Nick Fandos
Reporter

T

he finals of two St. Louis U. High poetry competitions took place this week.
Senior Andrew Gude won the Shakespeare
Competition on Tuesday with his performance of a monologue from Hamlet, and
senior Pete Winfrey won the Poetry Out
Loud competition last Friday with his performance of Philip Levine’s “Detroit Tomorrow.” Both will attend local competitions later this school year.
Icy weather and a new schedule delayed
Tuesday’s Shakespeare final and limited
the crowd. Once fine arts teacher Kathryn
Whitaker, principal John Moran, and SLUH
graduate David Donahue, ’91, arrived to
judge, English teacher and event coordinator
Chuck Hussung offered a brief introduction
and reflection, and the performers took the
stage.
Senior Mark Holzum took the stage
first with a performance from The Tempest.
Sophomore Conor Fellin followed with
a monologue from Richard II, and Gude
continued with his performance from Ham-

let. Freshman Adam Hunn, senior Andrew
Fowler, and senior Peter Winfrey rounded
out the competition.
After
all the performances,
the Joseph
Schulte
Theater was
cleared of
competitors,
and the three
judges convened. Whitaker said
that because
the monologues were
s o s h o r t , Senior Andrew Gude recites the “O
she strongly what a piece of work is a man“ soliloquy from Hamlet on Tuesday.
took into
account “that (the competitors) really understand what they are saying.” She added,
“Each judge had very positive things to say
about all (the competitors’) work.”
The judges ran out of time during activ-

ity period, and the results were announced at
the end of the day. Gude was awarded first
place, Winfrey first runner-up, and Fowler
second runner-up.
Gude was surprised with the result,
explaining, “I was up really late working on
a project and had no time to practice.” Gude
now moves on to the local competition at
Webster University next February.
If Gude wins in February, the EnglishSpeaking Union of the United States, which
sponsors the competition, will pay for a trip
to New York for him to participate in the
national finals.
The Poetry Out Loud competition, which
took place last Friday (Dec. 12), had a similar
format to the Shakespeare competition.
The six competitors had to choose a
poem from a list of 400 poems approved by
the National Endowment for the Arts and
Poetry Foundation. Unlike the Shakespeare
competition, poems were of varying length
and tone. Hussung explained, “Poems can
be anything from ‘Casey at the Bat’ to dark
poems like Winfrey’s.”

ga, Cianci hails from Barranquilla, Colombia,
a city on the northern coast of the country,
where he attends Colegio San Jose.
Each summer Spanish teacher Charlie
Merriott organizes the students’ trip from
the SLUH end. This involves translating
the student’ transcripts, birth certificates,
and parent letters of recommendation to
satisfy the demands of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service.
Merriott said that the schools where
the students are from are “the equivalent
of SLUH in their cities.” He said that the
program is sometimes tough to put together,
with all of the paperwork and the difficulty
of finding a host family to house the student
with “only the satisfaction of hosting” in
return.
However, Merriott noted that globalization is easing the process and also making the
transition easier for the students and allowing
them to stay in touch with their families in

Colombia.
Bonilla and Cianci have been in St.
Louis since mid-August, when they arrived
and met with their host families. Bonilla
has been staying with the family of junior
Padrick Mulligan, while Cianci lives with
senior Jack Leahy and his family. Both parties have enjoyed the experience.
“People always ask me, ‘Juan, are you
homesick?’” said Bonilla, “I always answer,
‘No, I have family here.’”
The months have been a learning
experience for both the families and the
students. However, with the proficiency of
the Colombian students in English and their
previous exposure to American culture, the
transition was not too difficult. Leahy said
that living with Cianci was relatively easy.
“He’s been interesting to have around,”
Leahy said, “I’d always bring him out (with
me).”

photo by zac boesch

see POETRY, 9

Colombian students’ SLUH semester ending
Mark Waterman
Core Staff

O

ne day at Colegio San Pedro Claver
in Bucaramanga, Colombia, a teacher approached then eighth-grader Juan
Bonilla and informed him simply, “Juan,
you are going to the USA.” Less than a
year later, Bonilla found himself walking
the halls of St. Louis U. High, more than a
thousand miles away from home.
Before students return from Christmas
break, SLUH will bid farewell to Bonilla
and Jose Cianci, the two Colombian students
who have spent the first semester as SLUH
freshmen.
This will mark the end of the tenth year
that SLUH has hosted two students from
Colombia as part of a deal negotiated in 1999
between then-President Paul Sheridan, S.J.
and the presidents of two Jesuit schools in
two Colombian cities.
While Bonilla comes from Bucaraman-

see COLOMBIAN EXCHANGE, 20
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“

Mike Lumetta
Reporter

L

et’s all get the first takedown. On bottom, go psycho. Wrestle to win. Be
the aggressor. Let’s (beat) Hazelwood
West,” said senior captain Mike Donovan after the St. Louis U. High wrestling
team’s upset loss to Vianney Tuesday
night. The statement summed up the Jr.
Bills’ difficult week. The Ottbills showed
lots of intensity at times but could not pull
everything together at the same time, placing fifth at the Ritenour Tournament and
losing frustrating duals against Vianney
and Hazelwood West.
The Jr. Bills traveled to Ritenour Saturday morning for the Ritenour Tournament.
The tournament did not have any individual
champions, but it did recognize wrestlers
who won all five of their matches. The
format included four pools of three teams
each. After each team had wrestled the two
other teams in its pool, the first, second, and
third place teams in each pool advanced to
the championship, black, and orange pools,

Senior captain John Boehm (160) rerespectively.
ceived
a bye, and junior Pete Everson also
After receiving a first-round bye,
recorded a first period
the HenryCejudobills
pin on a half to pull
competed against Westthe USAWrestlingbills
minster. The Wildcats
within one at 25-24.
jumped out to a 25-6
From that point on,
lead early on the strength
the
Jr. Bills were not
of victories over three of
able
to get anything goSLUH’s team leaders,
ing.
The Wildcats won
juniors George Staley
the
final
three matches
(125), Andrew Danter
on
pins,
two of them
(135), and Donovan
against
sophomores
(140).
John Brusati (189) and
Freshman Will
Brian Gass (215), both
Whitney (130) did proof whom were making
vide a lift early on, pintheir varsity debuts, to
ning Westminster’s Josh
win 43-24 and advance
Wilson on a barbed wire
to the championship
Sophomore Espen Conley returns his Vianney
in the first period.
opponent to the mat with enthusiasm.
pool.
Following a loss by
The Switchbills rebounded against Trinsophomore Jon Conley, sophomore Espen
ity
Catholic,
winning 51-18. After a pin by
Conley (152) initiated the Turkbills’ resurStaley
and
byes
for Whitney, sophomore C.J.
gence with a win. He scored a takedown on
Swanger
(135),
and Danter, now at 140,
a high crotch single and pinned his opponent
on a half nelson in 14 seconds.
see SWEAT, 16
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Basketball wins Webster consolation bracket

Rob Bertucci
Reporter

A

fter losing their first game of the
Webster Classic to the Kirkwood
Pioneers, the St. Louis U. High basketball
team beat Lee’s Summit and Marquette to
take the tournament’s consolation championship. Tuesday, SLUH suffered a tough
loss to CBC.
In the opening game of the Webster
Classic, the Jr. Bills faced off against Kirkwood, who jumped all over SLUH for a
game-opening 8-0 run. The Jr. Bills missed
multiple scoring opportunities, failing to
convert on easy lay-ups. Kirkwood seemed
to score at will against the Jr. Bill defense,
but after a few adjustments, SLUH settled
in on D.
Senior forward Cecil Edward put the first
points on the board on a fast break lay-up,
and SLUH climbed back into the game from
there with excellent three-point shooting.
Senior guard Matt Lynch led the charge,
hitting three trey balls from the corner. By
the end of the quarter, SLUH had cut the
Pioneers’ lead to only two points, 18-16.

The Kirkwood offense exploded out of
the quarter break, though. An early 7-0 run
put the Pioneers up nine on the Jr. Bills, and
while their offense racked up points until half,
Kirkwood’s defense held the SLUH offense
to six points for the entire quarter.
“We needed to start stronger,” junior
guard Tim Cooney said about the offensive
struggles. “We were playing our game by
the second half, but we had already dug
ourselves too big a hole.”
Kirkwood ended the half with a huge
three before the buzzer. The Pioneers outscored the Jr. Bills 17-6 in the quarter and
led 35-22 going into the locker room.
The Pioneers held their lead throughout
the third quarter, which ended Pioneers 45,
Jr. Bills 33.
At the four-minute mark in the fourth
quarter, the GimmeTheRockbills made a
surge. Lynch again led the comeback. He
drained nearly every shot he took from
behind the arc, finishing the game 8 for 10
from three-point land (tying a school record
for most threes made in a game) and led all
scorers with 28 points.

“I think it’s a confidence issue,” Lynch
said about his shooting. “Last year I didn’t
have a great season, but this year I am more
confident, and I am shooting better.”
The Jr. Bills trailed by five with less than
two minutes to go and had all the momentum.
But Cooney took the ball down the court on
a 2-on-1 fast break, and threw a pass behind
junior guard Jake Fechter and out of bounds,
prompting head coach John Ross to call a
timeout.
SLUH came out of the timeout and
intercepted the Pioneers’ inbounds pass, but
upon further inspection, the Jr. Bills had six
men on the court. Kirkwood sank both freethrows on the resulting technical foul.
“In all of our losses we have been close
at the end of the game,” Cooney said. “We
need to execute the fundamentals and take
advantage of our opportunities down the
stretch.”
Despite the strong run at the end of the
game, and a last second three by Lynch, the
Jr. Bills could not overcome their deficit, and
lost 75-72.

see BASKETBALL, 17
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Hockey splits MCC showdowns

got behind the Cadet defense, but his shot
Tony Billmeyer
was saved by Knox.
Staff
CBC almost broke through minutes later
ast week the St. Louis U. High hock- when a CBC forward beat the first SLUH
ey team (7-3-1) looked impressive in defender, but Quinn broke the play up with
games against MCC rivals DeSmet and a huge open-ice hit at the edge of the SLUH
zone.
CBC.
The game was all but over as both teams
The game against CBC Monday night
looked to be settling
was senior goalkeeper
for a draw when CBC
Ryan Boschert’s best
forward Eric Aldag
performance of the
blindly passed the
season. The solid U.
puck across the face
High defense kept the
of Boschert’s goal
CBC attack scoreless
and the puck deflected
for the first period, but
off Quinn’s skate and
SLUH’s attack stalled
past Boschert who
early. CBC doubled
was sliding across
SLUH’s shot total in
the other direction to
the first period.
defend the pass. The
“We got domigoal came with just 37
nated in the first period,
seconds left, spoiling
but we did a really good
Boschert’s shutout.
job coming back,” said
“Boschert played
senior captain Connor Senior Jack Berger fires against CBC on Monday.
amazing,” said Corby. “That’s the best game
Quinn.
The second period was a turning point. I’ve ever seen him play.”
SLUH came out firing and created scoring  	 CBC added an empty net goal at the
opportunities, but CBC goalie Tim Knox buzzer on a shot from their own zone.
“It was just so unfortunate; we think of
kept the game level with key saves on three
it as a 0-0 tie,” said senior towel man Ben
SLUH power plays.
 	 The Jr. Bills kept up the pressure in the Kraemer.
third period and looked like they were going  	 The Berglandbills had better luck
see HOCKEY, 8
to break through when senior Kevin Corby
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Butler, Lynch
win Webster
dunk, threepoint contests

Peter Mackowiak
Sports Editor

W

ithin an hour of helping SLUH
win the Webster Classic consolation bracket Saturday afternoon, senior
Matt Lynch and junior Mike Butler took
the court again and won the tournament’s
three-point and slam-dunk contests, respectively.
The five participating schools (SLUH,
Kirkwood, Webster Groves, Lindbergh, and
Marquette) were allowed two representatives
in each contest. SLUH also sent senior Pat
Lanter into the three-point contest and sophomore Alex Hughes into the dunk contest.
In the Webster Classic three-point contest, each shooter has 45 seconds to shoot
15 total three-pointers from three different
ball rack stations–one at the top of the key,
and one on each wing. The fifth and final
ball at each station (the red, white, and blue
“moneyball”) is worth double. The top two
scorers advance into the final round.

see STYLE OVER SUBSTANCE, 8

PN Conversation of the Week: Candace Nichols

Adam Cruz
Reporter

I sat down with Candace Nichols, junior at
Nerinx Hall and junior captain of the SLUH
hockey cheerleading squad.
Adam Cruz: So you’ve been cheerleading
for SLUH hockey for 3 years now. What
initially caught your eye?
Candace Nichols: Ever since I was really
little, I’ve wanted to be a cheerleader. Plus
I love SLUH guys the most, so what better
way to hang with them than to cheerlead! ...
That sounded dumb, didn’t it?
AC: No, no. It’s my job to sound dumb,
Candy.
CN: I’ll keep that in mind. And my name’s
Candace. But cheerleading is seriously so
fun. The fans bring such an electric atmo-

sphere and come with tons of spirit.
AC: What’s the craziest thing a fan has
ever said to you?
CN: A lot of guys sing (Aaron Carter single)
“I Want Candy” to me when I come out, but
I don’t mind—it’s funny. My favorite fans
are Michael Gaines and Travis Meyer—
they’ve got lots of spirit (laughs). Oh, and
that Adam Cruz kid.
AC: Candy, please don’t make me
blush.
CN: Candace.
AC: Right. Who’s your favorite player?
CN: The whole team—I can’t pick out one
guy. That’s too hard. They’re all so awesome.
I like them all equally, I guess.
AC: What’s your single greatest memory
so far? You’ve seen a lot (last year had
Corby’s playoff winner against DeSmet

and the CBC railing game).
CN: Definitely the CBC game. There were
so many fans there, and the rail breaking is
something I will never forget. It was amazing; the players were unstoppable. All of
the cheerleaders have shirts that say, “I was
there when the wall came down... SLUH 5
CBC 3.”
AC: Predictions for the team this year?
CN: I have a good feeling this team will go
to State. We [the cheerleaders] all have our
fingers crossed.
AC: Last words?
CN: Go SLUH... We’re dynamite! [pause]
That was really corny.
AC: Yes, but thanks anyway, Candy.
CN: No problem, my love ... but my name’s
Candace.
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Kevin Casey
Editor

Feature

Mi historieta de Navidad

A Christmas drive recipient’s story

Editor’s Note: The names of the family members in this article have
been changed to respect their privacy.
s I drove down the unplowed, snow-covered side street just
five minutes from St. Louis U. High on Tuesday afternoon,
I did not know what to expect of my scheduled interview. Sophomore Patrick O’Leary was in the passenger’s seat next to me,
trying to scope out the right address. We passed two boarded up
houses. The street was empty except for one woman climbing out
of her car in front of a two-story, butter colored house. I knew it
had to be Mary Alva, the case manager from Catholic Charities
Community Services who was to meet us and serve as a translator.
She waved, and I pulled in behind her black car. The house
seemed vaguely familiar to me and my heart skipped a beat. Had
it not been for the snow, the wooden fence,
and the dead bushes in trees—all of which
had not been there before—I probably would
have recognized it. Many city houses look the
same, though, and I wrote my feelings off for
anxiousness about the interview.
Pat and I trekked up to the front porch as
Mary identified herself, calling out in Spanish
to someone named Lucinda to let us in. A bolt
unlocked and Lucinda opened the door. She had
big, brown eyes, and her dark hair was pulled
back into a ponytail. Freckles were spread on
each of her cheeks—even though she was 27
years old, she looked as if she were hardly older than me. I instantly
recognized her. This was the family my homeroom had adopted for
the International Christmas Drive a year before.
I originally wanted to do this feature so I could give the SLUH
community a look at one of the families it helps annually at Christmastime. For the last three years I have delivered the gifts to a
family, and seeing them receive the presents always brings me a lot
of joy. But now I had the chance to really get to know one of these
families, and I was psyched. Unintentionally getting the chance to
enter Lucinda’s house for a second time, though, turned my going
there into something so much more.
I excitedly whispered that I had met Lucinda before to Pat and
then told Mary, who translated it for Lucinda. Lucinda looked at me,
a little bit of recognition flashing across her face. In the next room
I could see their three-year-old daughter, Isabella, watching Dora
the Explorer on TV and dancing to the music. She had definitely
grown and had a lot more hair than I remembered; it was dark like
her mother’s.
Then Armando, Lucinda’s 25-year-old husband walked in. He
knew English fairly well and had done most of the talking when
we had brought them their gifts. I think he recognized me more. He
greeted us, shaking our hands, and then left, taking Isabella with

A

7

him. Lucinda brought us glasses of juice, and the four of us—Mary,
Lucinda, Pat, and me—settled down for the interview. Mary and I
shared the two-person couch, with Lucinda sitting directly across
from us in a chair.
Apparently we would just be interviewing Lucinda. I started
out asking the basics, trying to direct them to Lucinda, even though
Mary would be translating them. Lucinda just kind of sat in her chair,
slouching a little—she was pregnant—with her hands in her lap, a
faint smile on her face. Several times Mary would let Lucinda try
to understand the simpler questions before she translated them.
Lucinda and Armando were from Michoacán, Mexico. Armando
had come to St. Louis in 2004 because his sister already lived in
the city, and Lucinda had followed in 2005. He came searching for
better opportunities, better jobs, and a better life. He now works as
a landscaper.
“You must really love your husband,” I said, partly for some
attempted humor but mostly of true respect
for someone who would leave everything to
be with their spouse. Lucinda smiled a little.
Where she came from, she explained, families
often arrange marriages. Once married, the wife
is expected to follow her husband anywhere
he goes, never leaving his side.
How do you respond to that? “That’s
very admirable,” I said. She smiled faintly
again. “Do you have a job?”
Lucinda said no, to which Mary jumped
at. “No? Why, she is an artist!” she said, pointing to her own hair. I had noticed the hair
products—hairspray, shampoo, dryers—on a shelf in the corner
of the room. Apparently Lucinda was a hair stylist, although she
humbly denied it as a job despite Mary’s objections.
Lucinda had been introduced to Catholic Charities by a neighbor
soon after she came to St. Louis. It was there she met Mary, who
seemed to treat her as part best friend and part daughter. Catholic
Charities provides counseling and therapy to needy families, mainly
immigrant ones. Lucinda now belongs to a group of other Mexican
women who meet every Tuesday to talk, cook, have fun, and support
each other through the day-to-day struggles they face.
Then came one of the questions I was semi-reluctant to ask.
The last thing I wanted to do was make Lucinda uncomfortable, or
even bring up feelings of unhappiness inside of her. Mary encouraged me to do it, though, as she continued to do throughout the
whole interview. I looked at Lucinda. “Are you happy you came to
America?”
In the ensuing conversation Lucinda explained that it is easier
to find and buy material goods here. She said in Mexico it might
take a month or two’s wages just to buy a camera, whereas here one
could do it much faster.
	Yet she misses her home very much. As she stared out their

“Because now we are no
longer just two people
whose lives intersected
for a few moments. She
is not just an underprivileged immigrant and I a
fortunate teenager.
We are friends.”

see LUCINDA, 8

Feature

8

LUCINDA

(from 7)
front window, through the blinds at the gray, snow-covered houses,
I imagined Lucinda picturing a bright, sunny Michoacán day, with
tropical trees and flowers and little Mexican cottages. She turned
back to me. “I often think of my family,” she said. “And sometimes
I just want to cry.” As she said that, her eyes filled with tears.
Later, she also explained how she sometimes feels like she is
not free. She cannot drive and is still working on learning English.
While Armando does have a car, he uses it for work, and Lucinda
fears that should she leave the house, someone will come up to her
on the street and start talking in English, and she will not be able to
understand or respond to them.
Despite all of what she mentioned, Lucinda said she was used
to being here, and—to my surprise—that she was glad she was
here, too. From that point on the interview was a more light-hearted
conversation. I learned that Lucinda and her family occasionally
visit the Zoo, and that she loved visiting the Our Lady of the Snows
Shrine in Illinois. She has been there already this year, and I told
her how my dad wanted to take my family, too.
About an hour after arriving, I thought it was about time to
wrap things up. I didn’t want to go—I was thoroughly enjoying
myself and the my company—but traffic would be bad, the roads
were icy, and I didn’t want to overextend our visit. As I closed my
notepad, to my surprise, Lucinda began speaking on her accord (not
as a response to a question), and Mary had to rush to keep up with
translating the dialogue for me.
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Lucinda said that, due to the language barrier, whenever the
SLUH students bring her family gifts she can only say a simple
“thank you.” She wishes she could say so much more than that and,
since Mary was there, she finally had the chance. She said that she
feels very fortunate when the gifts are brought to her family, that
the givers are such nice people. She truly appreciates what they do
for her and her family.
As I mentioned before, I went into the interview not really
knowing what to expect, or what angle my article would have. I
cannot help but think, especially at this time of year, that the opportunity to get to know Lucinda—the young mother who invited
me, my dad, and the two other guys from my homeroom in when we
brought her and Armando gifts and tried her best to communicate
with us while we were there despite the lack of understanding—
was merely coincidence. Because now we are no longer just two
people whose lives intersected for a few moments. She is not just
an underprivileged immigrant and I a fortunate teenager. We are
friends.
As we walked back out onto the front porch in the graying
winter twilight, Lucinda stood silhouetted in the doorway by the
yellow light from the front room.
“Merry Christmas,” she sang out.
“Feliz Navidad,” I said, smiling. She laughed.
“Feliz Navidad.”

style over substance

(from 6)
The three-point shootout started just 15
minutes after the conclusion of SLUH’s win
over Marquette, giving Lynch, who missed
all four of his long-range tries in the game,
little time to recover his strength.
“My legs gave me the most trouble,” said
Lynch. He countered the fatigue by focusing
on deliberately bending his knees for power
in his jump shot and made his last eight shots
in route to scoring 14 of a possible 18 points
in the first round, good for a place in the final
two.
Lynch shot first in the final round and,
like most three-point (and Home Run Derby)
contestants, performed worse. He put up a
weak eight points and seemed doomed to
repeat his second-place finish (Kirkwood’s
Hunter Ward won) in last year’s Webster
Classic three-point contest.
“I didn’t think I’d win,” said Lynch.
Luckily, his Lindbergh opponent only managed 5 points, giving Lynch the title.
Next, the SpudWebbbills set their hopes
for a contest sweep on the 6’5” Butler, who
first dunked in SLUH basketball camp the
summer before his freshman year. Butler’s

last dunk a game came in the previous day’s
game on an alley-oop pass from … Lynch.
Like the three-point contest, the Webster
Classic slam dunk contest consists of two
rounds. Each first-round competitor gets
three dunks, and the dunkers with the two
best scores (out of 50, as determined by a
panel of five judges) advance to the final
round.
To better ensure his spot in the final
round, Butler used what he rates as his best
dunk in the first round. He stood at the free
throw line facing away from the basket,
bounced the ball back between his legs and
off the backboard, ran and jumped in time
to catch the ball on its way down from the
backboard, and powered home a two-handed
flush. The judges gave him a 48.
Butler described his winning final round
dunk: “I came in from the right side and went
up and under (the rim) for the reverse.” The
dunk garnered him 45 points and the win over
Webster Groves senior Vinny Raimondo.
“Butts is just the best dunker on the
team,” said Lynch.
Lynch and Butler each acknowledged

that Butler would do better in a three-point
contest than Lynch would in a dunk contest,
as Lynch can’t dunk.

hockey

(from 6)
the Spartans last Saturday night despite missing several key players. The Froshlinebills
took the lead early when freshman phenoms
Trent Lulow and Dan Warnecke hooked up
for Warnecke’s fifth goal of the season. Corby
doubled the lead on a power play goal in the
second that proved to be the game winner.
The only goal Boschert conceded on the
19 shots he faced came late in the second
period, which cut the lead in half.
Senior captain Colin FitzGerald capped
off the convincing victory with an emptynetter in the final minute.
Next, the Octopusbills will take on
Priory (Saturday night at 9:45) at Affton
without Corby and juniors Greg Place and
Phil Luongo.
    Corby commented on the game, “Priory
should be a win, but we can’t look past
them.”

News

Summer reading prologue

December 19, 2008
Pat Lynch
Core Staff

E

arlier this week the Instructional
Council, along with Principal John
Moran, decided that both the Mathematics
and Computer Science departments will
decide next year’s school-wide summer
reading book.
In addition to the selection of the two
departments for next year’s book, Moran
also said that department pairings for future
summer reading book selections will be made
after Christmas break.
Four faculty members—English teachers Steve Missey and Jim Raterman, social
studies teacher Anne Marie Lodholz, and
math teacher Frank Corley—aided Moran
in the process of choosing a summer reading
book.
“That group so far has been to help
me. It’s educate the principal stuff. They
are educating me in terms of how this has

happened in the past,” said Moran.
In regards to plans for next year’s book,
Corley said that even though there are currently no specific books being discussed,
there are plans regarding how the book will
be assessed. One of the possibilities is to have
discussion groups similar to the ones used
earlier this year with Longitude. Another
possibility might include some combination of speakers coming in, activities that
surround the book, some kind of online
reading groups, and starting a discussion
group in the summer rather than when the
school year starts.
Corley also suggested assigning reading
groups as early as spring, and then maybe
blogging or some kind of electronic contact
over the summer. Corley also said that a
group discussion or comprehension test
wouldn’t be necessary, but rather some other
ideas that could “enrich the reading of the
book.”

photo by matt bettonville

The Planetarium bow looms above SLUH’s football field as wrestlers work out.

POETRY

(from 4)
Due to a mix up in the number of competitors, there wasn’t a preliminary round,
and each competitor recited his poem to
judges Frank Corley, Mark Cummings and
Kate Hagan. Judging time went over again,
and the results were announced at the end
of the day.

Winfrey took first place with his performance of “Detroit, Tomorrow,” sophomore
Marc Fernan took first runner-up, and senior
Mark Holzum took second runner-up.
Winfrey advances to a local competition
in St. Charles, and, if he wins, will move on
to the Missouri state competition and eventually nationals in Washington, D.C.

9
Did you know?
Planetarium bow
Curtis Riganti
Staff

E

very holiday season, St. Louis U.
High’s parking lot buddy, the St. Louis
Science Center, decorates its Planetarium
with a big, red bow. While many SLUH
students may often admire the massive
bow, they likely know very little about its
history, or how it is hoisted into place.
In 1967, a group of Washington University students began the tradition as a prank.
How they accomplished it still remains a
mystery today. When the St. Louis Science
Center took ownership of the Planetarium
in 1993, the center’s management decided
to restart the tradition of the holiday bow.
Every year, workers from Advanced
Sign Company arrive at the Science Center
to hoist the Christmas bow into place. According to Ron Studdard, an engineer at the
Science Center, the workers begin by wrapping a line of rope around the Planetarium
from the ground. Next, they raise it around
the throat of the building with a slip-knot.
With the rope tied, the workers attach harnesses and safety belts and are then able to
climb on the sides of the Planetarium. Two
workers walk a three foot tall strip of red vinyl
around the building and tighten it around the
throat. With the red strip around the Planetarium, the harnessed workers bolt on the
bow along with the two tails and loops.
As a whole, the contraption weighs about
1,000 pounds due to the steel framework on
the tails and loops. Although the exact cost
was not known, Studdard believes that if the
bow were to be completely replaced today,
it would likely cost around $10,000.
The process was further complicated in
2001 when the Planetarium was repainted.
The new paint coat was very slippery, which
made the bow-tying even trickier. To compensate for the slick surface, climbers put
duct tape and rubber foam on their shoes. In
recent years, though, the climbers no longer
needed to do this, as the worn paint grew less
slippery.
As long as the intricate process is passed
on to Science Center staff in future years, the
red bow will continue to magically appear
from Thanksgiving to New Years Day.
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Alumni educate John Moran Honduras trip
to begin in
January
S
Jack Witthaus
Reporter

ince day one, St. Louis U. High Principal John Moran has asked students to
“educate the principal.” For the first time
ever, SLUH is asking alumni (who graduated between 2005-08) to come back and
talk about how SLUH has prepared them
for college.
“I want to know the high points and
looking back if they lacked anything in their
education,” Moran said.
English teacher Rich Moran and Advancement Associate Ben DuMont have
helped spearhead the project by publicizing
the session on SLUH’s website to get the
alumni to come back and talk. By filling out
a few boxes and clicking a time spot, alumni
can arrange to talk to Moran in minutes.
Before coming, alumni were asked
to reflect on a few questions, which don’t
concern just academics. They range from

spirituality to the arts to how SLUH has
shaped their attitude toward women.
Signups have been modest so far. “No,
it’s not been a big turnout,” Moran said in
reference to the 17 alumni who have already
signed up to talk.
However, DuMont said, “(The plea) has
only been (online) for about a week, week
and a half. We will probably get more.”
Moran added that alumni don’t necessarily need to sit down and talk. “If you can’t
make it, write an e-mail,” he said.
All of the meetings will take place in
the third floor conference room where small
groups of alumni will get a chance to talk
with Moran.
Plans to continue surveying the alumni
are not in the making for next year, but DuMont hints that it might be back. “I bet that
it would be an annual event. But it’s all up
to Dr. Moran,” he said.

Movie Review
Smith uplifts Seven Pounds

Michael Blair
Film Critic

W

ill Smith is far from aliens and superheroes in Seven Pounds, the latest installment in the one-time rapper’s
franchise, and as Ben Thomas, an emotionally damaged IRS agent out to redeem
himself, we see a Will Smith whose tears,
rather than muscles, drive the film forward. Seven Pounds is the second collaboration between Smith and Italian director Gabriele Muccino, the first being the
2006’s critically acclaimed The Pursuit of
Happyness and like his previous dramatic
foray, Smith gives a tender and believable
performance. Unfortunately, unlike the
creativity and subtlety of Happyness, Seven Pounds struggles with a murky script
and a tiresome plot.
Seven Pounds, like its title implies, centers around the seven strangers who Smith’s
IRS agent saves. Their tax records are Ben
Thomas’s window into their lives, and after
he determines that they are “good people,”
he intervenes, attempting to change their
lives for the better. Most of the recipients of
Thomas’s good deeds are societal outcasts—a

Hispanic mother who is beaten by her boyfriend, a little boy in need of a bone marrow
transplant, and a blind telemarketer played
by Woody Harrelson all receive some help
from him. However, the movie focuses on
the relationship between Thomas and cardiac
patient Emily Posa, wonderfully portrayed
by Rosario Dawson. When Smith’s platonic
comforting suddenly moves from part-time
to full-time, romance emerges. It all leads
to an unexpected series of events, eventually bringing the characters together for a
dramatic and tragic ending.
While the plot seems, at first, to be
intriguing and original, it ultimately feels
disjointed and it is only the fantastic performance of Will Smith that keeps Seven
Pounds from completely failing. He is on
screen for most of the two-hour running time
and in those two hours we see someone who
isn’t afraid to command attention, even if it
is through tears. Smith called the making of
Seven Pounds his “epiphany,” and much of
the value of the film comes from watching
him move from action hero to character actor. Despite his signature charm and looks,

see SEVEN POUNDS, 13
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Erich Wassilak
Reporter
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hen the seniors leave next month
for their senior projects, a few will
be traveling more than 1,600 miles to
their destination. Seniors Alex Hall, Tom
Markowski, Ben Merrill, Brendan Ross,
Zach Stauder, Jim Unverferth, and Spanish teacher Charles Merriott will be heading to Yoro, Honduras, to help the less
fortunate. This will be the 15th year that
St. Louis U. High students will be going
down to the Yves Nutrition Center near
Yoro.
During a normal day the group will get
to the center around 8:30 a.m. and will leave
at about 6:00 p.m. At the center the seniors
will hold babies, change diapers, and make
sure the children eat. The children only go
outside to play when SLUH students are at
the center, since the kids have to be bathed
three times a day out of fear that sicknesses
may spread.
Merriott said that the seniors “simply
fall in love with the kids.”
Senior Brendan Ross said that he is
glad he is going because it will be an eyeopening experience for him. Ross said that
he was told to expect being sick some of the
time because they won’t be immune to the
diseases in Honduras, and that the difference
in living conditions will be shocking. Ross
said he is really looking forward to going.
Ross added that his Spanish is pretty good,
considering that he started taking Chinese this
year, having completed all possible Spanish
courses at SLUH.
Merriott and the seniors have been
selling treats outside of the cafeteria during activity period for the last couple of
months. All the money raised from the sales
will go towards the nutrition center’s 2009
food budget. Besides the donations, SLUH
seniors also will buy 20 crib mattresses for
the babies in the nutrition center.
Merriott said of the trip, “It is a win-win
situation.”

Interview
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Questions withAttorney General-elect Koster, ’82
December 19, 2008

Chris Brennan
News Editor

C

hris Koster ’82 was recently elected attorney general of the
state of Missouri. After SLUH, he went to the University of
Missouri-Columbia for his undergrad and law school and then
Washington University for his MBA. He worked as prosecuting
attorney for Cass County and then the Missouri state senate before running for attorney general.
PN: What inspired you to be first a lawyer and then a politician?
Being a lawyer was something I wanted to do since I was probably
in high school. My uncle was a lawyer and I would say that my close
relationship with my uncle probably inspired me in that direction.
Moving into politics was something that was totally an accident. I
was never involved in student government
either in high school or in college, and I
worked for a politician when I was in my
mid-twenties. I worked for a gentleman who
was the attorney general from 1988 to 1992,
and that probably was my first exposure to
government. After that I became prosecuting attorney of Cass County for about 10
years. When I first decided to run for office, it was not for what I consider to be a
straight political job, a law enforcement job
as prosecuting attorney in the courtrooms
of western Missouri. Then I became a state
senator. Then I ran for the office that I began
in 16-18 years ago, which was the attorney
general’s office.

type of research can be conducted.
Proposition 2 was the culmination of that debate when it became
clear that the legislature wanted to criminalize it. The issue was
put to the voters because it was seen as the best way to secure that
Missouri’s law would not be different than the vast majority of the
rest of the country’s on this issue.
PN: Stem cell research and what else are probably the issues
that you care deeply about?
There are two other pieces of legislation that I think stand out over
the last four years. One was a bill to crack down on Medicaid fraud
in the state, businesses that were stealing from the Medicaid system.
The other is something that passed in 2007 called the Green Power
Initiative. The Green Power Initiative was probably one of the biggest
environmental steps forward in the last 15, 20 years which pushes
the large utility companies like Ameren to utilize not less than 10%
renewable fuel to make electricity in this state
by the year 2020. That bill will create billions of
dollars of new green power construction in our
state over the next several years.
Photo courtesy of Dauphin 1982

PN: Just in terms of personal experience, most
people have not run for public office, but during your campaign for attorney general, you
went through both the primary and the general
election contested in both races and it seemed
pretty rough from a distance. What was it like
for you, going out and campaigning every day
and trying to sell your message?
I enjoy what I do a great deal. I also think that the
work is important. It is important that good people
take time out of their lives and help organize
the communities that we live in, whether it be a
Chris Koster’s senior picture from 1982
PN: How did SLUH impact you in your
community at a city-wide level or a state-wide
progression toward becoming a lawyer, getlevel or beyond. One of the things we really tried
ting involved in law enforcement and then politics?
to do, and it may have looked rough from the outside, but I didn’t
I would say that my strongest memories of SLUH were playing on engage in that kind of back and forth. If you went back and reviewed
the basketball team and the friendships I had with the guys in my the advertisement you would see that almost without exception,
class as part of the class of 1982. I remember teachers who had an we ran an extraordinarily positive campaign. The more negative
effect on my life. Dick Wehner actually taught me both in grade our competitors got, the more all we did was look in the camera
school and again in high school.
for long intervals and just articulate who I am, what I want to accomplish, and why I believe I’m qualified for the job. I spoke very
PN: What were some of the main accomplishments that you did little about our opponent and said really nothing that was negative
in the state Senate that prepared you to be attorney general?
about it. So that type of a positive message I think was something
I would say that my strongest memory in the state senate and the that I was proud of, and I think I’ve spoke about it, that’s the way
accomplishment I’m most proud of is the stem cell debate of 2005. campaigns ought to be run.
There were memories of the Republican senate that were trying to
criminalize that type of medical research in our state. We have two PN: Why do you think that some politicians, Margaret Donnelly
significant institutions in this area: Washington University and Stow- in the primary and later Mike Gibbons, used some of these negaers Institute for Medical Research in Kansas City. The legislation tive attacks? There were also charges of money laundering and
would have made the work of some of the world’s most renowned other kinds of shady dealings.
scientists equivalent to taking a gun and robbing a convenience I think people need to check their own gut as to why they’re involved
store. It’s pretty clear in my mind that conducting research to save in government service. All I can account for in this life is how I
people’s lives is unquestionably not the same thing. So I fought the conduct myself. Everybody else has sort to analyze their
see KOSTER, 12
bill—fought it to its death—and Missouri remains a state where this
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own actions.

PN: Do you believe that helped you win? What do you think
helped you win with Missouri voters?
I do believe that I treated voters the way I think that I would want
to be treated: Talk to people and realize that they’re intelligent;
recognize that they have real issues that they care about and speak
to them about those issues and not about the heavy back and forth
that makes good gossip but bad politicians.
PN:What is the attorney general’s job?
The attorney general has three primary roles. He handles all the criminal appeals that come up from prosecutors in the state, that’s number
one. Two, he is largely the attorney to the government, attorney for
the government on constitutional questions, interpretations of law,
defense of the government when they find themselves in litigation.
That’s number two. And number three, he is the sort of defender
of the consumers in the state when unscrupulous businesses take
advantage of innocent people. It’s his job to go out in the courts of
the state and stand up for them and to make it right.
PN: Are there any particular initiatives that you would like to
see as attorney general with you working with now-Governor
Jay Nixon?
In terms of the cooperation between myself and Governor-elect
Nixon, number one would be an increased emphasis on Medicaid
fraud. Cracking down on unscrupulous businesses who are stealing
from the state, poorer citizens who need healthcare, number two
would be defense of workers’ rights, whether it be defense of the
state’s prevailing wage laws or looking at undocumented workers
by employers or any other labor violation. I think Governor-elect
Nixon and I see these issues very much the same and we will coordinate in terms of the department of revenue and the enforcement
resources that the attorney general’s office brings in cracking down
on these issues.
PN: In terms of Medicare and Medicaid, you’ve talked about
the fraud. Do you think the entire system needs an overhaul?
Would you favor a more universal system or some sort of large
national system for that?
Ultimately I think that we have to move to some type of new system. In all likelihood it’s going to have to come from the national
government—some type of a broad national healthcare plan. The
state budget will ultimately be crippled by healthcare if we continue
to do it the way we do it today. That crippling will probably occur,
at present financial trajectories, that crippling will occur within 10
to 15 years.
PN: Medicare and Medicaid are kind of Catholic issues, issues
I hear a lot about at school. There are also issues like abortion,
death penalty, stem cell research, that the Catholic Church
stresses that the Democratic party is not in line with. What do
you feel about some of these issues? Let’s start with the death
penalty.
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I support the death penalty and have as a prosecutor. I believe that
it is something that should be used with the greatest caution. I have
strong preference that it not be used in circumstantial cases. There
should be a level of evidence that brings a great deal of certainty to
the conclusion. There are cases that I think are so horrible that they
do merit the most severe punishment.
PN: In terms of stem-cell research, what motivated you on that
issue? It hasn’t been an issue for that long, how did you get
involved in that debate heavily?
I think its one of the most important debates that has occurred in a
long long time at the state level. My father was a type one diabetic;
he died early as a result. There are millions of people across this
country, tens of millions of people across this country, hundreds of
thousands across the state of Missouri that could benefit from this
type of research. My personal belief is that public policy measures
that take away the hope of individuals to live healthier lives and
to escape the tremendous suffering that can occur here on earth is
something that should not be entered into casually. I served with a
gentleman in the state senate who was in a car accident when he was
17 years old. He’s in a wheelchair; he was paralyzed from the waist
down. He’s my age or maybe a couple years younger than I am. I
can only imagine how, with every day that passes, how every time
he lifts himself out of bed or into a car or into his wheelchair, that
he hopes for a day when he could even just walk with crutches. That
would be a miracle. And to have his colleague, his 33 colleagues
on the floor of the Missouri state senate, debating a measure that
would have the effect of lessening his chances of getting out of that
wheelchair was something that I wanted to take a position on.
PN: Was that the reason you switched from the Republican
party to the Democratic party?
That was the largest reason.
PN: The former Attorney General Jay Nixon is now Governor
Jay Nixon. Are you open to higher positions of office besides
prosecutor positions, or are you concentrating on being Attorney General?
I have no desire right now except exactly what I’m doing.
PN: What do you think SLUH teaches you about the Jesuit
ideals of serving others and political service?
I think that my education at St. Louis U. High is something that I
remain extremely proud of and it was a fantastic environment to
learn. My perception is we had more Jesuits back then than we have
today. I have a great appreciation in my heart for the education the
Jesuits provided me and it was a fantastic four-year experience. If
I had a son, I’d want him to go to St. Louis U. High.

PN Quote of the Week

I don’t know what I may seem to the world, but as to myself, I
seem to have been only like a boy playing on the sea-shore and
diverting myself in now and then finding a smoother pebble or
a prettier shell than ordinary, whilst the great ocean of truth lay
undiscovered before me.			
—Isaac Newton
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Andrew Gude
Film Critic

he Curious Case of Benjamin Button
is based on a short story of the same
title by F. Scott Fitzgerald. It chronicles
the life of the title character, a man “born
under extraordinary circumstances.”
Button (Brad Pitt) is born in New Orleans
with all the symptoms of old age: cataracts
over his eyes, arthritis in his joints, and skin
that’s lost all its elasticity. His mother dies
giving birth to him, and his father abandons
him under the assumption that he is a monster. Benjamin is left on the porch of an old
folks’ home where he is raised as one of its
retirees.
It becomes clear after several years that
Benjamin’s body is aging backwards. Once
he is young enough to take care of himself,
he leaves New Orleans and travels to Russia
where he works on a tugboat for a British
trading company.
Throughout the film, Benjamin corresponds with Daisy (Cate Blanchett), a
girl who is the same age as Benjamin, but
aging normally. The two became friends
when they were only seven years old, but
Benjamin’s outward appearance made it
impossible for them to play together without

odd stares and gossip from other members
of the community. The film follows their
changing relationship as they deal with their
different age progressions and their love for
each other.
The script is well written and original,
differing significantly from the F. Scott
Fitzgerald story that it’s based on. The film
is as thematically rich as a piece of literature;
routine perceptions of religion, time, love,
life, and death are brought into question.
Thankfully, in its attempt to deal with such
abstract subject matter, the dialogue is able
to remain genuine and never seems overwritten.
Many of the events in the film are backwards. Much of the action takes place at night
rather than in daylight, creating a nocturnal
feeling. A child that dies before his parents
and a clock that ticks counter-clockwise are
just a few other elements that follow the
film’s backward trend.
The twang of Louisiana and European
accents all clashing with one another ingrains
the film with the unreal sense that it is set
entirely in another world. Vibrant colors
are absent from the sets and costumes, but
this works to relate the bleak outlook that
everyone but Benjamin seems to share.

Brad Pitt gives an especially impressive
performance. Button is not a role that we
would expect Pitt to play, but he brings something special to the role. His interpretation
lacks all signs of the sex symbol, celebrity arrogance that can sometimes permeate his
performances. Instead, he provides us with
a portrait of an alienated hero who is able to
live a mostly happy life, despite his tragically
being forced to live it backwards.
Cate Blanchett also gives a notable
performance as the adult Daisy. Daisy’s
emotional struggle is personified perfectly
by her heartbreaking line readings and her
graceful yet fragile physicality.
Since the film spans over 85 years of
history (starting with the end of World War
I and ending around the time of Hurricane
Katrina) it is very important that the film
transitions between eras smoothly. The movie
does not disappoint, going from decade to
decade without any misplaced settings or
fashions.
The Curious Case of Benjamin Button
has already been nominated for five Golden
Globe Awards including best picture, best
director, best screenplay, and best actor (Pitt).
It will be released everywhere on Christmas
Day.

(from 10)
of the early scenes have us asking ourselves
whether he is our hero or villain. Ben Thomas
is Smith’s first truly complex character, a
man who is out to aid others when he is in
need himself. Mr. Smith has picked up a few
things from his action days and produces a
remarkably physical performance. It’s not
just furrowed brows and troubled stares but
also the ways he sits and walks that tell us
who his character is.
Even with Smith’s performance (as well
as notable work by Dawson and Harrelson)
at his whim, Muccino struggles to put things
together. The script is the first outing of
previous sitcom writer Grant Nieporte and
his 24-minute roots show in the two-hour
film. The characters seem underdeveloped
and unfocused at times; one wonders why
so much time is spent with Dawson and so
little with Harrelson. Muccino is the same

and his overly-sensitive camera angles seem
superficial. The film is decidedly slow -paced
and gives us the opportunity us to ask questions, but then fails to supply any. It mentions
things like Thomas’s authority to meddle
with peoples lives, but then turns away from
them and pursues a never-ending courtship
instead. The overall effect is a sloppy one,
and one that gives the impression that it is
one or two drafts away from being a much
greater film.
Critics will most definitely pan Seven
Pounds as a poorly made bore and Will
Smith fans will find themselves undeniably
hooked. Most others will probably react
with something in between, applauding the
statement of the film yet unsatisfied with
the way and manner in which the story is
told. In Seven Pounds, the characters often
feel undeveloped and distant, but they still
find a way to move the audience; its tragic

conclusion is flawed yet admirably powerful
(it brought most of the packed theater I was
in to tears). And now, with the holiday season
quickly approaching and the economy everspiraling, there seems to be a new desire for
film, and art in general, to offer something
different than ominous character stories
and decadent action flicks. Smith gives us
something uplifting and thoughtful in Seven
Pounds.
Although it seems certain that by the
end of the year similar “statement” films like
Doubt, Frost/Nixon, or The Curious Case of
Benjamin Button will have exceeded Seven
Pounds in their final product, Smith ultimately does something very commendable
by bringing this shifting artistic message to
a broader audience. Seven Pounds premieres
nation-wide today.

T
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foolish to replace something as important as face-to-face discussion) the in-person STUCO forums with an online SLUH student
forum. On this proposed online forum, there could be boards for
announcements for each class, for homework help, for debate, for
suggestions, for academic contests, or for a number of other subjects. Some may argue that such an online forum would be useless
since students already have Facebook, email, or a telephone to do
most of these things.
Still, I think that a forum experience is much different than a
social network experience or an email or a telephone conversation.
The forum experience promotes Brotherhood and community, while
the social network experience is a bit more group and one-to-one
connection friendly. That, and not everybody has or is willing to get
a Facebook account. Email and telephone calls are also more oneto-one, too, and some students may be uncomfortable with calling
others to ask them for help or to ask them about homework.
The great thing about an online forum is that you can have the
sense of community without the sense of intimidation, which is key
for the underclassmen, and you can do it on your own time, which
is key for the upperclassmen. While a senior and a freshman may
have no reason to talk during school hours, due to the intimidation
factor on the freshmen part and, on the seniors’ part, lack of interest, on a forum both of these factors disappear and everybody can
easily become involved in the discussion. Then, maybe more importantly, everybody can easily become involved in the discussion
on his own time (even the teachers, administrators, and staff could
get involved).
	Really, an online student forum has the potential to combat
most of the problems, at least as I see them, with this school. To
me, STUCO is a problem in its current state. Sure, we vote on its
members, but we vote on little else besides that. We are styling this
after the Presidential system, when it is more akin to a local government system in terms of its scope. Why did we do this? Instead
of just voting on STUCO members, we should be able to vote on
propositions and other decisions worthy of our vote. Online forums
have built in polling features, so this would be easy if we were to
implement an online student forum (really, any poll SLUH wanted
to do would be easier with an online forum…no more killing trees
and wasting paper). As well, as of now, I feel that very few people
can easily become involved with STUCO. With a suggestion type
board on the forum, everybody would have an equal opportunity
to have their voices heard by STUCO.
The next problem I have is with the announcement system.
Sure, we have a scrolling announcement system, a loudspeaker, and
a website, but all three of them are impermanent and ineffective.
Most of the time, teachers turn the TVs off, so you can only see the
scrolling announcements, if you are lucky, during homeroom. Then,
most people do not have the patience to wait through 20 announcements that have nothing to do with them just to see one that may.
The loudspeaker is not so great for announcements either since the
announcements are not written anywhere permanently when they
are announced over it and since there is a chance that you will not
hear what is being announced anyway. While the website may seem
like a great place for announcements, it is unused and un-updated
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since those making the announcements are not in direct control
of what is put up there (there is a middle-man and thus extra time
would be needed to put them up…so it does not get put up). At one
point, the scrolling announcements were posted on the website, but
I cannot find them anymore. Still, that would only be a step in the
right direction and not a complete remedy to the problem like an
online student forum would be. With the forum, any student could
easily make an announcement or correct a wrong one (although
a moderator would have to approve it before it was posted since
something like this could easily be abused). That way, the announcements would be permanent, easy to access on demand, and maybe a
bit more personal. For example, if a local band made up of SLUH
students wanted to post a show date, they could do so in the daily
announcement thread.
While this school is small compared to other schools, it is still
large enough that I do not know everybody in my own grade and
I am sure that not everyone knows me. Then it is even worse with
the other grades (I may know a few kids from each grade…if that).
A lot of the unfamiliarity comes from lack of perceived common
interests; it is hard to judge what people are interested in just by
looking at them, but we tend to judge like that anyway since it is easy
and saves time. On a forum, though, there is nothing to pre-judge
since people will have their most intense interests right in front of
you through signatures, avatars, and whatever they may be posting
about. I believe that if we had an online student forum (assuming
people would actually use it) I would know more of my classmates
and more of them would know me.
Now, a forum is only helpful if people use it. That is the main
hurdle to something like this working. But, I believe that as long
as people have just one reason to use it (this reason would differ
from person to person), it will succeed. The art students may use
it to easily share their artwork with the student body (which would
be easy with Photobucket and a scanner), the student athletes may
use it to announce games or post videos, administrators may use
it to get feedback, clubs may use it for debates, discussion, or any
number of things, and any member of the student body may use it
to express their own interests or start their own topics for debate,
discussion, or homework help. There is just so much potential for
good here.
Luke Migneco, ’09

Sophomore Mother and
Son Bowling Party

When: Saturday, January 17, 2009
Where: Saratoga Lanes in Maplewood
Time: 2-6 p.m.
Cost: $35 per pair

If interested mail a check payable to SLUH to Mary Ann Mueth
at 177 Cedar Bridge Court, St. Louis, MO 63141. If interested,
RSVP by Jan. 7. Spots are limited to the first 30 pairs.
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Ever wonder how to pull a half nelson on your English teacher? Well, you’re in luck! The Prep News spoke with John Ott for some
grapplespeak clarification. So dive in and expand your wrestling vocabulary. Or read with a partner, and take turns demonstrating!
tler exposes the opponent’s back to the mat hand and throws the opponent’s upper body
• Technical Terms •
at a 45 degree angle; the referee awards two over his hip; similar to a judo
Neutral standing position in which each points for a two-count hold, and three points
for a five-count hold
wrestler begins the match
Fireman’s carry throw in which the

Referee’s position when a match is

halted by a takedown or an out of bounds, the
wrestlers must start over in agreed positions,
with one on top and one on bottom

• From Neutral Takedowns •

Single-leg shot takedown technique in

which the wrestler grabs one of the opponent’s legs

wrestler shoots a high crotch shot, then
pulls down the opponent’s arm to flip the
opponent

• From Bottom: Escapes •

Pressure stand-up escape philosophy

Double (leg) basic takedown in which the whereby the wrestler maintains good position
Stalling penalty for passivity; a wrestler wrestler grabs both of the opponent’s legs, and slowly stands up, using the opponent’s
is warned once, then penalized one point for
failing to make offensive attempts

drives him to the mat, and ends up on top

positioned wrestler locks his hands around
the opponent’s body while both wrestlers are
on the mat; legal in freestyle wrestling

opponent’s ribs

pressure to pull himself up; coined by Ott.

High crotch single-leg shot in which the Explosive stand-up escape philosophy
Clasping violation in which the top- wrestler puts his head on the outside of the whereby the wrestler explodes at the whistle
Sweep single-leg shot in which the wrestler

tucks his head inside his opponent’s arms

Full nelson illegal move in which a against the ribs
wrestler reaches under both his opponent’s
arms and up to the back of his head, putting
too much pressure on the opponent’s neck
and shoulders

• Scoring •

Pin top wrestler holds both the opponent’s
shoulders to the mat for two seconds; this
ends the match, and the winner gets six
team points

Technical fall one wrestler gets a lead of
at least 15 points; match ends and the winner
earns five team points

Major decision a win by 8-14 points;
earns four team points

Snatch single single-leg shot in which the

wrestler tucks his head inside his opponent’s
arms against the ribs; like a sweep, except the
wrestler doesn’t go down onto his knees

Sprawl defensive technique in which the

Takedown when the wrestler advances

from the neutral standing position to the
controlling top position; two points

Reversal when the wrestler starts in bottom
position and ends up on top; two points

Escape when the wrestler starts in bottom

position and ends up standing and facing his
opponent in a neutral position; one point

Nearfall points awarded when the wres-

Sitout-hip heist escape/reversal method
in which the wrestler frees himself while
staying below the opponent

Switch a move in which the wrestler comes
from the bottom to score a reversal, ending
up on top with two points

• From Top: Turns •

Half (nelson) the most basic pinning
wrestler counters his opponent’s double or
single leg-shot by kicking his own legs back
and out of reach

Snapdown takedown technique in which
the wrestler pulls the opponent’s head down
to the mat with one hand so that he can spin
behind his opponent

Front headlock takedown maneuver in
Minor decision a win by less than eight which the wrestler comes from the bottom
team points; earns three team points

and tries to stand up as quickly as possible;
also coined by Ott

position to put one arm around the opponent’s
head and the other around the opponent’s
hand, using this hold to circle around the
opponent

Brands throw in which the wrestler comes

from the snap-down position, seizes the opponent’s chin with one hand, and flips the
opponent using the opponent’s underarm as a
fulcrum; named after Terry and Tom Brands
(Iowa University)

combination (turn) in which the wrestler
starts from top and puts one hand on the opponent’s head and the other arm underneath
the opponent’s arm, using the opponent’s arm
as a lever to push the opponent over

Cradle basic turn in which the wrestler
puts one hand around the opponent’s head
and the other between the opponent’s legs,
locks those hands, and flips the opponent
on his back

Barbed wire basic turn in which the

wrestler pulls the opponent’s arm across the
opponent’s chest and around the opponent’s
head to force the opponent’s arms into an
‘X’

Turk turn in which the wrestler steps past

the opponent’s leg and uses that leg to elevate
the opponent and flip him onto his back

Head and arm a throw in which the Ripcord turn from top position in which
wrestler grabs the opponent’s arm with one

the wrestler reaches between the opponent’s
legs and grabs his wrists from underneath
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(from 5)
Donovan, wrestling in the 145 slot, prevailed
in a nailbiter against the Titans’ Garrett
Beckham.
With the score 6-6 in the third period,
Beckham attempted a leg shot, but Donovan
sprawled and flattened him out. Despite having difficulty getting behind and hooking
Beckham’s leg, Donovan eventually secured
the takedown and an 8-6 win.
Espen Conley and Boehm both controlled their matches, pinning their opponents
on halves in the first period.
With an Everson bye at 171, the Ripcordbills went up 45-0.
The Titans got two pins and a bye in the
last four weight classes, but 18 points were
not nearly enough.
In a notable match at heavyweight, junior Alex Myers won for the first time this
year, using a barbed wire to pin the Trinity
heavyweight. The win placed the Jr. Bills
second in the pool and qualified them for
the black pool in the next round.
The Backpointsbills faced off against
MICDS in what would prove to be the only
close match among their black pool duals.
The T-upbills and the Rams traded matches
throughout the dual, and the Jr. Bills entered
the heavyweight match-up leading 30-27.
In the first period, Chris Brothers of
MICDS worked two snapdown takedowns,
cutting Myers free between the pair. Myers
started the second period on bottom, but
Brothers chose to go neutral instead, letting
Myers get up. Brothers snapped Myers down
again, but this time he grabbed Brothers’ leg
and drove through it on a low single finish.
After Myers got on top, Brothers wrestled
sluggishly and tired quickly, giving up a
pin on a half to put the BenAskrenbills up
36-27.
After the teams exchanged byes, the Jr.
Bills emerged on top, 42-33.
           Neither of the Jr. Bills’ final two matches
were closely contested. The GatorRollbills
defeated Riverview Gardens 51-18 and Park
Hills Central 51-24 to win the black pool,
good for fifth place in the tournament.
Against Riverview, the TSLbills triumphed in the next seven matches. Everson
had the only close match in that stretch after
Whitney suffered a difficult 5-1 loss in which
he seemed in control for most of the match.
In the third period, Everson gained a 9-7

Sports
lead over the Rams’ Marcell Moody when
he scored a takedown and two nearfall points
by locking up a headlock after getting into a
scramble on the mat.
However, Everson lost his good position, and Moody reversed him to even
the match. After the wrestlers went out of
bounds with only ten seconds remaining,
Everson exploded up on the whistle. While
he was standing up, the referee hit Moody

Senior wrestlers’ fave moves
(for help, see page 15)

Mike Donovan
“Well, of course I like the brands, just because it gets him on his back, gets the job
done. I like the fireman’s. I haven’t really
been able to hit it in a match yet. I like the
double leg, too. You get him up in the air
and slam him down, it’s really satisfying.
John Boehm
“My favorite’s a ripcord. Then I like to do
a half-nelson. Basically, I force him over
by plying his wrist up. My other favorite’s
the clinic. Put your arm on his back, come
around, pin him. I like low risk, high reward moves.”
Kevin Staed
“Neutral, I like low single because it’s
faster. Top, I ride legs because I’m tall and
kind of lanky. I like tips and stuff, not really
pinning, just getting nearfall, go back, get
more nearfall. Bottom, just a basic standup.
Just keep hitting it one after the other, kind
of like chain wrestling.”
with a clasping call and stopped the match
after Everson broke free, leaving just two
seconds on the clock. The clasping point
and the escape point gave Everson an 11-9
lead. Moody desperately shot for Everson’s
legs off the whistle, but Everson defended
easily and held on.
Everson talked about his thoughts before he escaped: “I was thinking there’s no
way this guy was going to keep me down. I
got this close against a really tough kid and
there’s no way I’m about to lose it.”
Against Park Hills Central, the BrightBlueShoesbills jumped out to a 9-6 lead with
a pin by Donovan (140). Then the Jr. Bills
took off, pinning their next five opponents,
with all but one of the pins coming in the
first period.
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Espen Conley started the run with an
eight-second pin on a double-leg, putting his
opponent straight to his back. Boehm and
Everson each got first period pins. Everson’s
win came in only thirteen seconds. Brusati,
Gass, and freshman Connor Edler recorded
their first varsity pins. Like Conley and
Everson, Brusati finished the match before
the thirty-second mark.
“I was pretty happy, but I felt I could
have done better,” Gass said after the match.
“I don’t feel like the (Park Hills) guy I
wrestled was up to varsity standard, but I’m
still proud.”
Head coach Jon Ott was pleased with the
rookies’ performance. “Gass is miles ahead
of where he was last year,” he said. “Edler
seems like he has the natural ability and the
mentality that it takes to be successful in the
sport. Brusati is going to be a big part of our
team this year and in the future as well, so
it was good to get him exposed to varsity
wrestling.”
 	 Boehm was awarded a medal for winning his five matches. Although he had two
byes, he was happy with his performance,
especially the boost it gave the team.
“Every individual counts, because we’re
all working for team points,” he said. “If I
can give the team thirty extra points, that’s
what I’m working for.”
Ott expressed happiness with the team’s
performance, but said that the team needs to
come out stronger and work on the fundamentals. “After the first round, (the guys) came
back and for the most part wrestled well,” he
said. “In that first dual of the day, we need to
make sure we’re ready to wrestle. Also, in
the MICDS dual I thought we could’ve done
the basics a little bit better (than we did).”
On Tuesday, the Jr. Bills traveled to
Vianney for one of the biggest, if not the
biggest, duals of the season, a key match
in the quest for Metro Catholic Conference
(MCC) supremacy. The WorkHardbills suffered a demoralizing blow when they lost the
first four matches, especially since three of
the losses came against team leaders Donovan, Espen Conley, and Boehm. Donovan
wrestled a tough match, spending most of
the first two periods down 2-0 and unable
to score, eventually falling 5-1.
The Kettlebellbills began to climb back

see PANTS, 17
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In their second game of the Webster Classic, the Mimlitzbills took on Lee’s Summit.
Once again, SLUH came out of the gates a
little sluggish. An early run and a good first
half put Lee’s Summit up seven points, 32-25.
The Jr. Bills had their work cut out for them,
and outscored Lee’s Summit 20-9 in the third
quarter. SLUH’s strong free-throw shooting
(Lynch was ten for twelve and Cooney was
eight for eight) sealed the victory over Lee’s
Summit, 64-57.
SLUH played for the consolation championship Saturday against the Marquette
Mustangs. The Mustangs hung close with
the Jr. Bills through the first two quarters.
SLUH’s offense scored only seven points in
the first quarter, but the stifling Jr. Bill defense held the Mustangs to only four points.
Marquette and SLUH traded points through
the second quarter and the half ended with
the DirtyDbills up three, 21-18.
The SLUH offense came out of the
locker room on fire. Cooney led the charge
against the Mustang defense, making all four
of his threes and leading all scorers with 23
points.

But Cooney did not do it alone. He
received support off the bench from junior
guard Andrew Ostapowicz, who scored 17
points, and junior guard Mike Mayberger,
who finished with eight points.
The Jr. Bills’ three-point shooting made
the difference. The StephenCurrybills made
11 of 19 (57.9%) from downtown, giving
them the edge over Marquette, 63-51.
SLUH played their second home game
of the season against a rival CBC squad
Tuesday. Lynch sparked the team with a
three to put the Jr. Bills on the board and by
making his first four attempts. The SLUH
defense held strong in the first few minutes
and gave the Jr. Bills an early lead. Ross
made sure CBC three-point specialist Cory
McArthy was guarded at all times, but CBC
made a late-quarter run to take a 15-13 lead
at the end of the quarter.
Lynch led SLUH’s offense through the
second quarter until picking up his third foul
on a questionable call. Ross was forced to
bench Lynch for the remainder of the quarter,
not wanting him to pick up a fourth foul.
CBC began to pull away, but at the end

of the half, Cooney boosted the Jr. Bills’
morale with a buzzer-beater from three feet
outside the arc. The half ended with CBC
up 35-30.
The Jr. Bill offense came out lifeless in
the third quarter. Lynch went cold, missing
all three of his attempts in the second half.
He finished the game with 13 points.
“I tightened up because I had to sit there
for that long,” Lynch said. “I tried to get a
good warm-up at halftime, but I couldn’t get
my shot back.”
Without their leader, the entire Jr. Bill
team struggled. The guards were a combined
two for nine from three-land for the rest of
the game. Cooney took over on the offensive
end, and the defense stepped up, holding the
Cadets close.
CBC pulled away in the fourth quarter
to end the game on top, 66-55.
“It comes down to us doing the simple
things,” Cooney said. “We are right there,
but we need to keep up the intensity.”
SLUH’s next game is today at 7:00 at
Vianney. Over break, SLUH will play in the
MICDS Tournament from Dec. 22-30.
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into the match starting with Everson’s match.
The match featured many nearfall points and
was 11-10 in favor of the Vianney wrestler
midway through the second period when
Everson, going for a nearside cradle, switched
to a half and secured the pin.
The win, coupled with the subsequent
bye for Brusati (189) resurrected the Jr. Bills’
bench and gained some much-needed momentum for the team. Myers, who dropped
to 215 for the match, added momentum by
turning the Griffin on a barbed wire and holding him for the pin, drawing the Folkstylebills
within three, 21-18.
Everson explained the significance
of getting the first win: “You see your top
wrestler in Donovan go down and some
other really strong wrestlers lose, and it’s
like ‘Wow, these guys must be really good.’
Then you pull out a win, and it’s all of sudden, ‘Hey, he won, why can’t I win?’”
Myers thought his match also helped
give the team confidence. “I think it kind of
motivated the guys after me to work a little
harder in their matches,” he said.

Ott said, “Morale-wise, Everson and
Myers and Gass (who wrestled a tough
heavyweight match despite losing) were able
to turn the tide back in our favor because
they had a hard-nosed attitude even though
we weren’t doing so well as a team.”
The Griffins resumed control of the
match from that point on, allowing the Jr.
Bills only one more win, a pin by Whitney
(125), as he and Staley each dropped down
a weight class. Whitney trailed 11-6 after a
period and started the second period down
but could not escape. His opponent rode his
legs for most of the period.
The third period started in neutral.
Whitney capitalized from his feet, hitting a
head and arm and getting the pin. After that
win, varsity newcomer Hans Brende (130)
and Danter each lost minor decisions to give
Vianney a 48-24 victory.
Ott believed SLUH had a shot at winning
the match, saying, “Had we done things like
wrestle smarter, been a little bit tougher on
bottom, I think we win the dual.”
The loss essentially strips the Jr. Bills

of control of their MCC destiny. “It takes it
all out of our hands. All we can do is win
the rest of them,” said Ott.
The Ringbills looked to come back stronger against a tough Hazelwood West team the
following evening, but for a second straight
night they suffered a slow start. The Wildcats’
171 tech-falled Everson 17-2, and in the next
four matches their wrestlers recorded pins
to grab a 29-0 lead. Staley jump-started the
Jr. Bills with a major decision at 119, and
Whitney and Danter sandwiched first period
pins around a Brende loss to make the team
score a somewhat more respectable 35-16.
The Clinicbills could do no more than
split the final four matches, winning a pin by
junior David Lopez and a minor decision by
Espen Conley, who sports a team-best 12-3
record. Hazelwood West won the dual by a
final score of 44-25, dropping the Jr. Bills’
dual-meet record to 5-4 (1-1 MCC).
The Exambills wrestle next in The
Spartan at DeSmet on Dec. 29 and 30.
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because of the weather. The average tardy
count this school year is roughly 8.5.
“It took me an hour and 45 minutes to get
to here,” said junior Chad Carson. “I left my
house at 6:40 to go meet my carpool. Then,
(my carpool) took 70. It took us a half hour
to get out of St. Charles County. Then, it took
us probably another 45 minutes just to get
to 170. Took 170 South to get onto Forest
Park Parkway … We ended up getting here
at 8:20-ish.”
However, frozen precipitation characterized the mornings of Monday and Tuesday,
endangering some students and lengthening

travel times.
“We got in a car accident right around
my house,” said freshmen Michael Slaughter.
“A guy fish-tailed (my carpool), so that took
about a half hour out of our time.”
“Wednesday morning traffic appeared
to return to (the) normal patterns (that) the
St. Louis region experienced prior to the east
end closure,” said MoDOT Assistant District
Engineer Tom Blair in an e-mail to the Prep
News.
Out of 32 students interviewed on
Wednesday, exactly half complained of some
sort of delays attributed to 40 traffic.
“There is a bit more traffic,” said senior
Austin Cookson. “It took me twenty minutes

to get home. It normally takes five to ten”
“There is a lot of delay coming off at
the Hampton exit,” said junior Dan Kuehl.
“I had to sit through that light twice.”
“Traffic’s gotten overall heavier, constantly a little bit slower, in a lot more patches
than usual,” said senior Vince Mathon, who
lives in St. Charles.
“I think it will get better though once
people get used to it like last time,” said junior
John Steuer. “But we’ll have to see.”
This segment is scheduled to reopen
December 31, 2009. During the second
stage of Phase Two, Hanley will open again
to motorists, but only with access to Eager
Rd. via detour for three months.

(from 1)
hear teachers or coaches use (profanity), why
wouldn’t they use it?”
Science teacher Mary Russo said she
hears profanity in the halls “all the time,” but
added, “If I were to call students out every
single time, I wouldn’t get much done …
as a teacher, I have to pick and choose my
battles.”
The group eventually boiled down the
issue of respect to student accountability.
Parent John Fechter urged students to stick up
for the victims in their class. “You wouldn’t
be going out on a limb or being a nerd in front
of your friends … If you stood up for a kid
that one time, the bully would stop and you’d
make a huge difference,” said Fechter.
The possibility of a student honor code
as a model for student accountability was
brought up twice in passing, but wasn’t
explored further at the meeting.
Next on the agenda was students’ use
of Facebook, and whether most students
are aware that their posted comments and
photographs have repercussions both within
SLUH and in the legal courts. Parent Liz
Fadel advised students to assume people
don’t know if one is joking in online posts
because they are permanent, and suggested
parents should check their sons’ profiles
regularly.
Senior Morgan Cole tried to summarize
many students’ attitudes: “A lot of kids think
of Facebook as a Las Vegas—what happens
on Facebook, stays on Facebook … There’s
a disattachment from the real world.”
The question was also raised as to
whether SLUH could and should monitor
students’ Facebooks. “My life would be Face-

book if I were to try and get into everybody’s
accounts,” said Kesterson. “I don’t have that
time, but if I’m alerted to a situation, I’ll
give it attention … The important thing is
that students realize that if you belong to a
St. Louis U. High group, you’re representing
our school.”
Kesterson said he has had Facebook
since Halloween this year, but still feels he
should learn more about the site’s workings.
“I think you (students) should help educate
me and your parents in as many ways as you
can about Facebook,” he said. “That’s going
to be key as we move forward.”
The final topic on the agenda was drug,
alcohol, and tobacco use. Kesterson opened
discussion saying he wanted to know more
about what kinds of drugs students used
and whether uses or transactions took place
at SLUH. “I hear rumors. I hear marijuana
thrown around a lot,” said Kesterson. “But
maybe there isn’t a problem right now, and
I’m assuming it’s worse than it is.”
No students directly addressed the drug
question, as discussion turned to alcohol use.
Junior Dan Goeddell said encountering alcohol at social outings was “rare freshman and
sophomore year, but definitely more common
junior year.” Multiple parents expressed their
disgust with other parents who let their sons
host parties with alcohol.
“From a kid’s perspective, I don’t think
(communication) can be stressed enough,”
said senior Secretary Treasurer Mike Miller.
“My mom knows I’ve been at parties where
there’s been alcohol there … when there’s
the communication link open, it can erase
the temptation to make really bad decisions,
like drunk driving.”

One parent suggested Sean Covey’s
7 Habits of Highly Successful Teens as a
summer reading book. “It’s something (the
school) would all be reading at the same
time,” said Dianne Carson. “I think all these
environmental issues are really great, and
Nickel and Dimed and all that good stuff, but
to me, this book gets to the heart and soul
of character. To mold and form character,
we need tools, and books are the way to do
that.”
“I’ve never been told not to drink by
SLUH,” said senior Charlie Rechtiene.
“People joke about it in classes sometimes,
and teachers don’t stop it, which might end
up nurturing the drinking culture.”
Kesterson remembered that a few years
ago, the school had an all-school assembly
with speakers who addressed students about
drinking. “Most people probably walked
away from there saying, ‘Okay, there’s
another one of those messages.’ There has
to be a different strategic way for us to get
our message out, and that’s something I’ll
be working on to help you guys in that respect.”
Senior Joe Zanaboni said the school
should be careful in provoking students with
too strong a prohibitory message to students.
“I think if you’re 18, and you can purchase
tobacco, and you want to, you should be
able to. You have to let kids make mistakes
sometimes. I think we used to have a senior
smoke room in this school … it’s not great
for your health, but it comes off wrong when
the school tells kids not to do it. (The school)
runs the risk of being catchers in the rye.”
The SAC will meet again in February.
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(from 2)
the morning and went to therapy, sometimes
for as long as six hours.
Rathmann said of his therapy, “They
had me doing a bunch of different stuff.
There is this bike where they hook a bunch
of electrodes up to my legs and shoot electricity into it so it makes my muscles move
the bike. That’s one of the big things.”
Dr. John MacDonald, the doctor who
worked with Christopher Reeves, is directing Rathmann’s therapy. In addition to the
electrode bike, the therapy includes weight
training for Rathmann’s arms, legs, stomach,
and back; working with a machine to get
Rathmann used to standing; and use of the
Wii system to help bring function back to
his hands.
Rathmann said of his daily routine, “It
was really hard. Every day I had to be there
at eight in the morning, and I had to go
sometimes till one or two. I would go home
and I would just pass out for hours because
I was so tired. It was pretty tedious. I would
wake up some mornings and be like, ‘I don’t
want to do this.’ But I knew I needed it, so
I went everyday.”
Rathmann said that the injury to his
C-5 and C-6 vertebrae caused quadriplegic
paralysis, meaning that he shouldn’t be
able to move anything below his level of
injury—the neck. However, Rathmann has
regained the use of some of his upper body.
He said, “(The doctors) were surprised. I’ve
got pretty much full function of my arms, just
no fingers and no triceps. Other than that my
arms came back pretty good already.”
Rathmann said that improvement is
expected all the way up to a year and a half
after an injury. Rathmann also stressed the
uncertainty that the future holds: “(The doctors) don’t know what’s going to happen (with
the therapy). They’ve had people who’ve died
from it six months later and guys who are
perfectly fine. One guy who came up to my
house before I went up there just walked in
my front door and there was nothing wrong
with him. We didn’t even know he got hurt.
He said he broke C-3, 4, 5, and 6, and he
was walking fine.”
The process of rehabilitation, though, is
seldom quick or easy, on the whole taking
many years. Rathmann said of progressions,
“It’s little stuff. It’s not like one day my legs
are going to start moving. It’s hard to see

News
stuff right away. There’s people who go up
(to Johns Hopkins) and have been going there
for six years. People ask when my injury was,
and I was just like ‘three months ago’ and
they’re just like ‘wow’ because that’s really
early (in the process).”
Rathmann, who will head back to
Maryland in February, has been continuing
his therapy at home. He does a couple hours
a day of an exercise similar to the electrical
bike by hooking up electrodes to his leg from
a small computer and then contracting his
muscles.
Much of Rathmann’s time is taken up by
therapy and he says that he is tired all of the
time. Of how the injury has impacted him,
he said, “It’s been really hard. It completely
changes your life. I’m kind of getting used
to it. It’s tough with the depression. I get
through it and get used to it and start going
out more and doing different things.”
Rathmann does plan on becoming more
active in the coming months. He was accepted
into the University of Missouri School of
Journalism last year and plans to go there
in the fall after taking a few online classes
in the near future.
The money raised from “A Night With
Mike” will go into the trust fund set up to
pay for the new medical equipment that was
not covered by insurance. Rathmann said, “I
was in the hospital for four months. Staying
everyday they charge you for room and board,
food, all the x-rays. It got expensive. We
were supposed to have good insurance, but
they told us they would only cover a certain
amount of it. We realized we’re going to
have to pay for a lot of (the new equipment)
ourselves.”
Rathmann was originally reluctant
towards having the fundraising night. He
said, “When they first said they were going
to do something, I said, ‘No, I’m not going
to be involved in that’ because you don’t
want to think you need help. I told them for
weeks I wouldn’t do it. I eventually saw how
expensive the medical stuff was. It’s tough
to ask for help.”
John Steinway, a neighbor of the Rathmanns’ and father of Brendan Steinway, ’08,
is a member of the fundraising committee.
He said, “I don’t think he didn’t want to do
it, I just think it kind of overwhelmed him at
first. Once he found out that so many people
wanted to help, he accepted it. Let’s face it,
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none of us want to be thought of as needing
charity or needing help.”
The event itself is relying on donations. Steinway said, “Everything is being
donated—the plates the napkins the food—
everything is being donated. We’re relying
upon the generosity of others.”
So far, donations to the auction include
items such as a Tom Brady autographed
football, getting a picture taken with the
Clydesdales at the Anheuser-Busch Brewery,
Cardinals and Blues tickets, and a one-week
stay in a condo in Florida.
Rathmann said, “There’s nothing I can
say. It’s incredible, you know. It’s overwhelming. Like everyone says, wait until
something extreme happens to you and see
if your friends are there for you. It’s been
overwhelming, the amount of support I’ve
gotten from kids I hardly even know.”
Steinway, speaking for the fundraising
committee said, “Everybody is absolutely
overwhelmed with the kindness and generosity of SLUH, not only to host the event
but also for the $21,000 (SLUH) raised. We
can’t thank everybody enough for their help,
support, love in a very difficult and trying
time.”
The event is still open to attendees,
donations, and volunteers. The coordinators
can be contacted at anightwithmike@yahoo.
com.

Hosts Needed for Ugandan
Exchange Student

In the spirit of this Christmas season, Mr.
Keefe has learned of an opportunity for a
SLUH family to extend itself on behalf of a
student from Uganda who will be spending
the second semester of this school year here
in St. Louis. He will be attending Vianney
High School. His name is Henry Iwutung.
He is 18 years old, but, in terms of American scholastic programs, he approximates
the eleventh-grade level of educational
development. He speaks and understands
English well.
If any family is open to pursuing this
possibility to make a difference in the life of
a deserving young man as well as making a
positive difference within their own family
unit, please feel free to contact Mr. Keefe
via e-mail at keefe@sluh.org. He will put
you in touch with Henry’s sponsor, who is
well experienced in working with exchange
students here in St. Louis.
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(from 3)
around the weight of rejection. Snow was not the only reason for
many who stayed home earlier this week. No one wants to say that
they were rejected amid the glow of college-bound students fresh off
their acceptance high. By keeping their mouth shut and supporting
an upbeat attitude (as multitasking comes easy to SLUH seniors),
it appears that no one but us were rejected from our first choice,
making everything even more difficult to endure.
From the time I knew the university existed, Yale was my dream,
so I treated it like one. Yale was simply a school in the movies,
unattainable by the ordinary overachiever, but once I walked into
the bookstore last August, I had to apply. Yale was the only school
I ever wanted to attend. I had a shot, too. From what I’d seen, I had
the same chance as all 5,500 seniors applying this year with similar
credentials, beyond just grades and test scores, as a number of top
applicants. From that point on, Yale never left my mind for a moment
as I spent hours writing essays and short answers for Yale’s supplement, and then revising them nightly for nearly a month. My three
years of preparation were going to pay off. Three years of nearly
killing myself to perfect that application for my senior year.
What went wrong? Was it my essays, my short answers, my
ACT score, my activities, or perhaps a tainted recommendation
letter from a teacher? Luckily, I had spent enough time browsing
Yale forums at 2 in the morning to know that no single part of an
application could be grounds for being rejected or accepted. Contrary
to belief, 2400’s and 36’s will not get you into top tier schools. Last
year, Harvard rejected more than half of applying students with
perfect test scores and a notable amount of 4.0 (on a 4.0 scale like
the rest of the world) all-American athletic, bilingual students with
amazing test scores.
	Yale follows similar guidelines. With so many amazing applicants, they don’t need perfect scores to boost their averages. When
it comes down to it, the real criterion is whether or not they want
you, as a person, to attend their school. Students with high GPA’s and
perfect test scores get accepted more often than not simply because
they must be well-rounded to achieve such high standards. So, in the

end, there was nothing a higher ACT score or GPA or a prominent
award could do to get me in. The admissions office rejected me,
Gary, as a person. I simply was not what they wanted.
Why did I write this seemingly self-centered story? I wrote it
as a warning to all those overachieving sophomores and juniors,
working to send in that perfect application to their dream schools
in the next couple of years. Like I stated, colleges look at your
application holistically. There’s absolutely no difference between
a 4.2 and a 4.4, or a 3.6 and a 3.8 when it comes to these top-tier
schools. They are going to decide based on what they think of you
as a person through your activities, essays, recommendations, etc.
What do you have to offer besides simple involvement in activities
and high statistics?
Grade-grubbing and pushing yourself to ignore simple biological
functions will accomplish very little in the process besides wearing
you down before facing another miserable day of overachieving.
Don’t bother staying up past 2 a.m. to finish taking those U.S.
History notes, skip your chemistry homework for once, and, God
forbid, completely wing one of Mr. Moore’s fill-in-the-blank tests…
sorry, “quizzes.” It just isn’t worth the toll you put on yourself. Go
to bed, go eat lunch in the cafeteria instead of studying, and take a
weeknight off every once in a while. Set your goals high and your
expectations low.
I have only the utmost respect for everyone accepted into their
first choice school. However, to those people, I remind you that
you didn’t win or best anyone. You put in the effort and got lucky.
You definitely deserved it, but so did hundreds of other seniors,
including many of your fellow SLUH brothers. And for all you
future members of the rejection club, there will be many people at
SLUH who will judge you in accordance to your deferred/rejected
status. They will assume that you had a worse application than all
the applicants who were accepted. This is not necessarily true. If the
college didn’t want you or already had someone to fill your niche,
then you are not going to be accepted, period. Make sure to keep
your options open and don’t become too set on any one college.

(from 4)
Leahy said the only difficulty has been that Cianci could not
stand Leahy’s habit of getting to school just before the homeroom
bell. Nonetheless, Cianci has been able to enjoy himself. “I like
living with Jack. He’s crazy,” he said.
Mulligan said that he too has enjoyed the experience of hosting
Bonilla. “It is definitely fun,” he said. However, Mulligan said that
a semester is a long time to live with someone you do not know.
Both Bonilla and Cianci have had lots of new experiences during their time in St. Louis. For Bonilla, the past weeks have brought
his first experiences with snow, and he got the opportunity to make
snowballs and snow angels. Bonilla also was proud to earn his freshman letter as a member of the rifle team. Cianci got to indulge his
fondness for American food and saw the popular movie Twilight.
The two also spoke highly of their experience at SLUH. Both
take a full slate of freshman classes but take sophomore English
instead of freshman English and do not take a foreign language.

Part of the agreement between the Colombian schools and SLUH
dictates that the students will take the sophomore English class to
further advance their abilities to read and write in English.
Bonilla and Cianci both said that they felt welcomed at SLUH.
“The spirit is great,” said Cianci. “Everyone is nice to me.”
Bonilla agreed, saying that although the biggest challenge was
the language difference, “the teachers have been very helpful,” he
said.
Merriott said that he often corresponds with Colombian students
from past years who always end up satisfied with their experience.
This year’s students plan to stay in touch with their host families too
and may return to America in the future. Bonilla is considering the
possibility of becoming a Spanish teacher, while Cianci has several
family members who live in the United States already.
Said Merriott, “I think all of the kids that have come here have
really enjoyed their time at SLUH ... we really do open our doors
to other parts of the world.”

COLOMBIAN EXCHANGE

see COLLEGE, 22

December 19, 2008

LOCKS

News

DOLLS

for locks to prevent theft, now that academic
lockers are, on the whole, secure. Kesterson
said that it has become the new focus of his
anti-theft efforts.
However, locks might not suffice in the
gym locker room. Kesterson said that the
main problem in locker room is people leaving things around outside of lockers, such as
books, bookbags, and clothes. “People have
to be careful with bringing their valuables
down there,” he said.
Student Council 1President John Heafner committed himself to what he called an
“act of faith” to dispel sinister notions of
SLUH as a haven of thieves. Heafner placed
a $20 bill in a plastic container in the cafeteria, believing that no student would take it
(see Vol. 73, Issue 7). Heafner reported that
despite the widespread criticism he received
for trusting the student body, not only did his
money remain in the container, but another
dollar and an apple were added to it.

the faculty.
Bieber then divided the group into
those who had seen the routine last Friday
and those new to it. After the auditions, the
faculty decided on callbacks, which were
posted in the Danis Lobby on Tuesday.
“I don’t think I got a callback,” said one
hopeful on Tuesday.
“Yes, you did,” responded another.
“Oh, I did!” the other said, mildly surprised.
“Ahh! I should’ve gotten that!” one
yelled in exaggerated drama.
After dancing callbacks on Tuesday,
singing and acting callbacks were held after
school for males at 3:30 and for females at
4:30 on Wednesday. Koestner explained
the way auditions are structured: “After we
see who can move and can sing, from those
people are chosen a group of people who we
will consider for principals,” said Koestner.
“So we start with the whole group and then
we whittle down to the principals. Because
we have more than enough people to do the
show, one of the hardest parts is whittling
it down so they’ll all fit on the stage. We’ve
got so many talented people here.”
As students filed into the chorus room
for singing auditions, they grabbed a music
sheet. Koestner played a song from the
musical over his computer, and the hopefuls
began zealously rehearsing.

“Stop! Stop! Where’s that note go?”
cried an exasperated Koestner after nearly
the whole group missed a note. A few gave
him an example of the right pitch. “Tell you
what—don’t sing, just hum it,” said Koestner.
They hummed along with the music. “Now
sing it,” he said.
“OK,” said Koestner. A new song began as the seats in the chorus room began
to reach capacity. They adjusted to the new
tune; most missed the notes. “Well, only
a few people sing that one, so let’s do the
one that everyone sings.” The showstopper
“The Oldest Established” came on. A loud
and boisterous rendition began, senior Jack
Leahy’s voice rising determinedly above the
rest.“Okaayyy, we all know that one,” said
Koestner bemusedly. Schulte announced that
everyone had to be measured for costumes
by the end of the day.
“The fact that you’re measured doesn’t
mean you’re in the show,” Schulte said. He
explained everyone trying out is measured
so they are ready to move forward.
Auditions began alphabetically, everyone getting a shot at “Oldest Established.”
“He’s good,” students quip after one
standout audition. Most students dispassionately watched their peers try out, as
if watching TV. Fine arts teacher Kathryn
Whitaker looked on, smiling when students
either missed or hit a difficult note.
Joe Schulte’s turn came up. “Wait—sing

(from 2)
Kesterson had other hopes for the lock mandate. Kesterson pointed to the teaching value
of the policy: “It’s just an idea of awareness.
We want to get that message out there, just
to be conscious of your stuff. ... Hopefully
that’s the by-product of it: by people learning
to take care of their own stuff, there won’t
be opportunities for theft.”
Moran said he intended just to “keep our
place neat” by enacting the lock and hallway
clean-up policies. “This is a community
space,” said Moran. Although he acknowledged that socially SLUH can function like
a family, he said “We are a community, not a
family” in reference to our facilities. “There
aren’t a thousand people in your family; you
can’t name all the people here,” he said.
Moran and Kesterson both pointed to
the gym locker room as the next “hot area”
(from 2)
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“Our school is a little more trustworthy
than we may have thought,” said Heafner.
He said that he thinks the lock policy “has
helped a lot.”
Regardless of some theft alleviation,
Kesterson still urged students to “take any
precautions necessary” to secure their items,
including checking to make sure a lock is
all the way closed. He said that, in general,
theft “isn’t something that we take lightly”
and despite prevailing notions that theft is
rampant, “theft is an issue for (only) a small
portion of our community.”
“Just because it’s not published in the
Prep News or I’m not making announcements about it doesn’t mean people (aren’t
punished for theft.) (Punishment) is happening and I hope people understand that. I
hope people trust that we are doing our job
as the administration in dealing with these
issues,” Kesterson said.
it like a true New Yorker?” he asked.
“Yeah, you can sing in character,”
answered Schulte the elder. Schulte the student belted it out Brooklyn-style, his voice
quavering at the end of phrases. As he sat
back down, Schulte muttered to me, “Write
this down: ‘Schulte the younger wowed his
counterpart with his New York accent.’”
Koestner was fairly pleased with the
prospects: “We have a really astounding
number of talented freshmen. We could
almost do the whole chorus for the show
with just the freshmen. You can only use
sixteen people in the chorus and you have
forty people audition, so it’s real painful to
have to cut back from there.”
Final callbacks for the principal parts
took place in the theatre yesterday after
school. The 15 or so hopefuls lined up
against the wall of the darkened theatre
stage in chairs. When the lights blasted on,
the hopefuls yelped in surprise.
The rest of the group was paired off in
groups of three, one female to each group.
The female actors, who had primary auditions separately from their male counterparts,
adopted a whining New York accent.
The faculty is optimistic about the
musical. Although it will have one of the
shortest rehearsal periods in many years,
from January 5 to the first performance on
Feb. 12, Schulte knows Guys and Dolls well,
having done it four times at SLUH and twice
at the Muny.
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by Conor Gearin

That’s Unfortunate

Friday, December 19
Special Schedule—AP First
Sr Semester Exams
K-12 Submissions
Sr Project Missioning Ceremony 9:30am
Ignatian Mix-It Up Lunch
IM Fr Basketball AP
B-Ball (V/B) @ Vianney 7/5:30pm
C B-Ball Blue vs Vianney 4pm
WRES (JV,C) vs Kirkwood 4pm
AP Snack: Breakfast Items
Lunch : Special—Pizza
Healthy—Baked Pollock
Saturday, December 20
Christmas Break Begins
Through Jan. 5
Faculty Christmas Party after Mass at
5pm
HOC vs Priory 9:45pm @ Affton Rink
Sunday, December 21
KEEN 12pm
JV HOC vs Kirkwood 9pm @ Affton
Rink
Monday, December 22
Tennis Table Tourney 10pm
HOC vs. DeSmet 8:15pm @ Affton Rink
B-Ball @ Westminster @ MICDS
Tournament
Thursday, December 25
Merry Christmas!
Friday, December 26
Class of 2003 Alumni Reunion 6pm
Saturday, December 27
Class of 1998 Alumni Reunion 6pm
HOC @ Kirkwood 9:15 pm
Sunday, December 28
JV HOC vs Marquette 7:45pm @ Affton
Rink

COLlege

Calendar

*Lunch menu subject to change.

Monday, December 29
WRES @ the Spartan (DeSmet) 9am
JV WRES @ Mehlville Tournament 9 am
Tuesday, December 30
Class of 2008 Alumni Reunion 11am
Wednesday, December 31
New Year’s Eve
Thursday, January 1
Happy New Year!
Friday, January 2
HOC vs Vianney 9:45pm @ Affton Rink
Saturday, January 3
Rathmann Trivia Night
B B-Ball @ St. Charles West @ CBC
Tournament 12:40pm
Sunday, January 4
Anchors Aweigh—Last Day of Christmas
Break
JV HOC @ Lindbergh 7:45pm @ Affton
Rink
Monday, January 5
Welcome Back!
Schedule R
Sr Grades Due
HOC @ Ft. Zumwalt West 9:30pm @
Chesterfield
AP Snack: Bosco Sticks
Lunch: Special—Pizza
Healthy—Chicken Parm
Tuesday, January 6
Schedule R
Soph Bonus Reading Test AP
Jr Class Meeting AP
B-Ball (V/JV) @ Chaminade 7/5:30pm
C B-Ball Blue @ Chaminade 4pm
RACQ vs Vianney 3:30pm @ VettaConcord

(from 20)
Getting rejected from your dream school is very painful, but by
applying to schools with notoriously low admission rates, you need
to know that you accomplished something very few people do. By
applying to Yale, I chased a nearly impossible dream and then had
the courage to believe that I could get accepted. This is something
only 3 or 4 seniors (as far as I know) could do at our school. Apply
to your perfect school despite what anyone tells you. You should

December 19, 2008
Dec. 19 - Jan. 9

JV-1 (2) RACQ vs Vianney 3:30pm @
Vetta-Concord
JV-2 RACQ (1) vs Vianney 3:30pm @
Vetta-Concord
AP Snack: Nachos
Lunch : Special—Chicken Rings
Healthy—Garlic Twisted Pizza
Wednesday, January 7
Schedule R
Fr Tutorial
MML Test AP
B B-Ball @ CBC Tournament
AP Snack: Cookies
Lunch : Special—Taco Salad
Healthy—Baked Meatloaf
Thursday, January 8
Schedule R
Jr Extra Credit Vocab AP
AP Snack: Mozzarella Sticks
WRES (V,JV) @ MICDS Tournament
6pm
C WRES vs DeSmet 6pm
Lunch : Special—Redi Ribs
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan
Friday, January 9
First Issue of the Prep News in the Year of
our Lord MMVIX
Schedule R
Ignatian Mix-It Up Lunch AP
STUCO Talent Show AP
HOC @ CBC 8pm @ Affton
B-Ball (V/B) vs DeSmet 7/5:30pm
C B-Ball Blue vs DeSmet @ 4pm
C B-Ball White @ DeSmet @ 4pm
WRES (V,JV) @ Vianney Tournament
C WRES @ Windsor Tournament 10am
AP Snack: Garlic Bread
Lunch : Special—Crispitos/Burritos
Healthy—Baked Pork Chops

be proud for trying. Meeting any statistical requirements isn’t even
essential since you might just fit that hole the school needs to fill.
Juniors and underclassmen, put your mental health before your grades
and activities (all your overachieving is worthless), and understand
that you are a person, not a score out of 2400, 4.5, or 36.
Gary Newcomer, ’09

