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School switches from K12 to Small fire in
PowerSchool programs
theatre found
on Friday

Matt Bettonville
Core Staff

T

eachers switched to a new electronic
school records program called PowerSchoolwhen the new semester began
on Tuesday. PowerSchool replaced the
old MacSchool software, a school record
database, as well as the electronic gradebook eClass, and the online parent interface K12Planet.
According to Academic Assistant
Principal Mark Michalski, the switch came
because Pearson Education, Inc., the company that offered MacSchool, was phasing
the product out in favor of the “more intuitive” PowerSchool. K12Planet and eClass
also needed updates because they worked
specifically with MacSchool. However, the

new software combines all three previous
programs’ functions into one, more userfriendly program.
“From a teacher’s standpoint, (PowerSchool) is … a much simpler system to
use than anything we’ve done before,” said
computer teacher Tim Rittenhouse, who ran
the technical side of the transition.
“Everything is all in one package,” said
Assistant Principal for Administrative and
Technological Services Tom Becvar. He said
that although some minor things may have
changed, all basic functions of the school’s
software carry over completely into the new
system.
“What we need it for, it’s able to do,”
Becvar said. “In the long run, most people will
be very pleased with this new system.”

see TECHNO, 9

Plainsong under fire from
anonymous letter to parents

Luke Chellis
Core Staff

A

n anonymous letter sent to many parents of current sophomores sparked
anew the discussion questioning the teaching of Kent Haruf’s Plainsong in sophomore English classes.
The letter, addressed to “fellow SLUH
parents” from “fellow SLUH parents,” summarized the previous objections of some
parents to Plainsong, attributed its concerns
to “a good number of parents,” and included
“some of the (selected excerpts from the
book) to which parents have most strongly
objected.”
This letter was not sent to the school or
to any member of the faculty or administra-

tion. After one parent notified Principal John
Moran last Saturday, Moran met with English
Department Chair Terry Quinn to formulate
a response. Their collaboration resulted in
an e-mail-blast sent to all sophomore parents
on Tuesday night that outlined their position
both towards Plainsong and the anonymous
letter.
The letter noted that some parents had
requested that SLUH remove Plainsong
from the curriculum, or that “at a minimum
(SLUH) offer an alternate book for their
sons to study while Plainsong is taught in
the classroom.”
The English department and the SLUH
administration have no plans to drop the
book, however, or to offer an alternative.

see HARMFUL, 10

Conor Gearin
Core Staff

W

ith fortitude and a clear mind, the
St. Louis U. High community dealt
with a small fire in the Joseph Schulte
Theater early last Friday. The only damage was the loss of one trash can and a
Masonite board of the theater stage floor.
Head of Maintenance Rick Figge, who
does building rounds on weekday mornings,
snuffed out the threat of further damage to
school property. He smelled smoke when he
was in the cafeteria area, and, following the
scent down the band hallway, Figge at last
saw some smoke in the Danis Lobby. Entering
the hazy theater, he traced the smoke to its
source and located the smoldering remains
of a trash can. He saw no flames, but there
were red embers on the floor.
“There was a fire (extinguisher) on
the wall … but there were no flames, so I
just took buckets of water and got it under
control,” said Figge. The burning material
was extinguished by about 5:30 a.m. after
he had used an estimated four to five gallons
of water.
By that time, the fire alarms had gone
off and the firemen were on their way.
“I was going to call them off because I
knew (the fire) wouldn’t go anywhere,” said
Figge. However, the fire department was
already in transit, and Figge showed them
the site of the fire upon their arrival.
The minor blaze inconvenienced the
SLUH wrestling team, who had scheduled
a special practice at 6 a.m. that morning. Because of faculty meetings and senior projects

see OLIVER WENDELL, 9
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Speech team maintains slim lead in standings
with stellar performance in home meet

Eric Mueth
Reporter
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blue in prose reading; junior Kevin Kickham
and senior Pete Winfrey added a blue ribbon
in duet acting. Freshman standout Patrick
he Speech team finished last Sunday’s
Probst earned a blue in stroytelling.
meet with a five-point lead over secSLUH holds a slim lead heading into the
ond place competitor Cor Jesu, winning
finals,
which seven total teams have qualified
285-280. The meet marked the end of the
for
over
the course of the three season meets
season, and the team now turns its attenin the Christian Interscholastic
tion to the league fiSpeech League (CISL).
nals.
Whitaker said she has enjoyed the
This year’s team
team’s
“wonderful spirit” through
has been especially enthe
meets
and practices. “They are a
thusiastic, according
lot
of
fun
to be around,” she said.
to moderator Kathryn
Whitaker
recognized the hard
Whitaker, who added
work
of
the
entire
team, noting,
that many seem to
“They
keep
improving
in their
enjoy practicing. The
respective
categories.”
team will send all 13
The speech team looks forward
of its performers to
to
the
Feb. 8 finals, practicing and
the finals scheduled
preparing
for what they hope is a
for Feb. 8 at Incarnate
first
place
finish to the season.
The
speech
team
gathers
for
Mrs.
Whitaker’s
“Birthday”
after
the
CISL
Speech
meet
last
Sunday.
Word.

T

the season, Cor Jesu Academy nearly caught
up. Nearly every SLUH competitor earned
a blue ribbon, earned for scores of 46 to 50
points out of a possible 50.
Senior Jack Erbs led the team, earning
blue ribbons in poetry reading and prose
reading. Junior Mike Meyer and senior Jack

Photo by Matt Sciuto

SLUH hosted Sunday’s competition for
150 to 175 people.
Though SLUH held its overall lead for

Leahy took blue ribbons in storytelling and
humorous/serious interpretation, respectively. Junior Andrew Kresyman earned a

Ben Kim
Core Staff

students from different St. Louis area high
schools and parishes.
“They have the Archbishop May award
for service. This (award) is different in
regards to what are (the recipients) doing
to mimic some of the ideas that Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. stood for: reconciliation,
class, things of that nature. So this is more
of a social justice award,” said Evans.
In November of 2008, theology teacher
Colleen Rockers nominated Jones for the

Jones ’09 recieves Archdiocese MLK award
S

enior C. David Jones was one of 14
high school students and the first St.
Louis U. High student to receive the archdiocesan Martin Luther King, Jr. Model of
Justice Award on Sunday in the Cathedral
Basilica. This award is given every year to
students who show a strong commitment
to serving humanity in their community.
“I was definitely honored to receive the
award. It wouldn’t have happened without Mr. Evans and the faculty at SLUH,”
said Jones, who also thanked his fellow
members in the Association for Cultural
Enrichment at SLUH (ACES).
According to Director of Diversity
Robert Evans, the Archdiocese of St.
Louis formed a committee two years ago
whose job was to find “a way to honor
students who are committed to social
justice.” Evans, who was a committee
member, and his colleagues established
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Model of Justice Award to recognize these particular Senior David Jones was awarded the Model of Justice Award

photo by Alex Boesch

by the Most Reverend Robert J Hermann last Sunday

award after consulting with Evans. With
Rockers’ letter of nomination, Jones sent in
his application and was notified on Jan. 12
that he had received the award.
“When I applied for the award, I was
thinking, ‘This is something that SLUH students deserve to win,’ and I definitely want
to bring it to the U. High,” said Jones.
“He is a very capable young man, and
he has a worldview that is clearly justiceoriented. I was very pleased to be able to
nominate him because I think he has done a
lot,” said Rockers.
Throughout his high school career,
Jones has attended and participated in many
events committed to social justice, especially through ACES. During his freshman
year, Jones attended the first National Jesuit
Diversity Leadership Conference in Dallas.
As Jones became more involved with ACES,
he was invited to go to the Midwest Jesuit
Diversity Leadership Conference in Indianapolis as well as the national conference in
Denver as a sophomore and a junior.

see JONES, 10

News
Second retreat of year cancelled

FreshmanSophomore
dance to be
added in
February

January 23, 2009

Nick Fandos
Reporter

T

he junior White House retreat scheduled for Feb. 9 was cancelled this
week. Retreat director Brian Gilmore
was forced to call off the retreat because
of a lack of interest, making February’s
retreat the second retreat cancellation of
the year.
According to Gilmore, he was forced to
remove the retreat from the schedule upon
receiving interest from only about a dozen
juniors.
Campus ministry director Matt Stewart
worked to plan the retreat as well and noted
that retreats such as White House require
that about 30 people sign up. “We just didn’t
have the numbers to make the retreat work,”
Stewart said.
The 2008-2009 school year was the
first that Campus Ministry coordinated six
junior retreats (four WhiteHouse retreats and
two Kairos). In years past only four retreats
have been offered, but this year an additional
White House and Kairos retreat were made
available for interested students.
“We wanted to provide all (the students)
with an opportunity to go,” said Stewart.
Students scheduled to go on the February retreat were all added to the January
retreat that took place this week. While a
few students were unable to make the date

switch, the majority of students adapted to the
change and attended this week’s retreat.
Junior Padrick Mulligan had to switch
from the Feb. 9 retreat to this week’s retreat,
and said of his experience, “The (retreat)
was full of a lot of interesting memories …
I would have regretted not going.” He did
note, however, that he was a bit upset to miss
the presidential inauguration on Tuesday but
is still glad to have attended the retreat.
The cancellation of February’s White
House retreat was the second of the year. In
October, another White House retreat was
forced to cancel after a similarly low number
of juniors signed up.
The two cancellations have raised the
question of retreat demand within the Campus Ministry department. Stewart believes
the cancellations were strictly the by-product
of this year’s two additional retreats. “We
really only need four retreats…we probably
can’t fill more,” said Stewart.
Stewart said the department is not
planning to maintain all six retreats for the
2009-10 school year, returning instead to the
four retreat level of past years although he
said that nothing is certain yet.
Two Kairos retreats (March and April)
remain this year. Stewart is hopeful that the
two retreats will attract enough interest to be
successful, but based on this year’s cancellations, he could not guarantee it.

Four Nanjing students join SLUH
John Sachs
Reporter

F

our students arrived from the Nanjing
Foreign Language School this week to
spend the semester at St. Louis U. High.
The exchange program started fourteen
years ago with Nanjing Foreign Language
School and began with two exchange students

(one male and one female). Two years ago
the number increased to four students.
The students are chosen for the program
based on their scores on the entrance examination for senior high school. The top two
male and top two female students earn the
trip.
Nanjing and St. Louis were the first set
of sister cities between the United States
and China. Chinese teacher
Ching-Ling Tai started the
Nanjing Sister City Committee when former mayor of
St. Louis Freeman Bosley Jr.
visited Nanjing and called for
a cultural exchange; she now
serves as vice-president. Tai began the sister school exchange

Photo by Conor Blanquart

The Chinese exchange students this semester: Bill, Aries, Yolanda, and
Elaine (from left to right), pose with Dr. Tai in the language lab.

see NANJING, 11
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tudent Council (STUCO) added a new
winter formal dance for freshmen and
sophomores to its social calendar this year.
STUCO will hold the dance next Saturday
from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. in the St.
Louis U. High gymnasium.
“The freshmen and sophomores have
always been asking for another dance,” said
sophomore class president Tim McCoy. “The
juniors and seniors have … a few different
(dances), but freshmen and sophomores
(each) only have one throughout the year.”
Junior class president Kevin Mueller
said that the dance was intended to be a
Valentine’s Day dance for freshmen and
sophomores. He said that it is supplementary
to the individual freshman and sophomore
class dances later this year, but will not alter
the plans for those dances at all.
McCoy said that STUCO considered
adding a mixer at the end of January as a
fundraiser for whatever cause they chose to
support. The idea changed to an underclassman formal to “answer the plea” for a second
underclassman date dance.
After expenses are covered, STUCO
plans to donate the remainder of the $20 per
couple admission charge to SLUH’s Mexico
mission trip over spring break.
STUCO sent a letter home with students
yesterday to announce the dance to both
students and parents.
Despite this year’s late notice, Mueller
said, “Depending on the turnout and how
successful it is, we’re hoping this can be
something that we can institute and get on
the calendar next year.
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Grounds crew
Library receives national grant transfers two
members to
T
security
“Picturing America”:

Patrick O’Leary
Staff

he St. Louis U. High library was notified on Jan. 10 that it was to receive a
grant called Picturing America. The grant
is comprised of forty notable American
pieces of art on twenty double-sided posters along with supplementary materials
such as resources and lesson plans. The
artwork spans several centuries and features works by painter Mary Cassatt, architect Frank Lloyd Wright, and photographer Walker Evans.
Picturing America is a collaboration
between the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) and the American Library
Association. Schools had the chance to apply
for the grants twice, both in January and in
August of 2008. Funding for the program
comes primarily from the NEH’s We the
People program. Library director Cortney
Schraut applied for the grant in August

after English teacher Chuck Hussung saw
an article about the grant in the New York
Review of Books and conversed with fellow
English teacher Steve Missey. They agreed
it would be a good addition to the school,
especially the American Literature classes.
Missey then talked to Schraut, who applied
for the grant.
Schraut said that the artwork and materials will be stored in the library but could be
issued to teachers who wish to have them in
their classrooms.
Currently, more than 56,000 schools and
public libraries have received the materials
and many more, including SLUH, are set to
receive the materials in April or May of this
year.
Several other schools in the St. Louis
area such as Cor Jesu, St. John Vianney,
Villa Duschene, and Mehlville have already
received the grant.

Conte suffers heart problem,
currently recovering at home
Ben Kim
Core Staff

V

olunteer economics teacher Tony
Conte experienced severe chest pain
two weeks ago during a parish council
meeting. Though it wasn’t a heart attack,
two veins that were used in an earlier double bypass surgery were 90 percent and
fully blocked.
“But he is doing well. The doctors have
cleared him for all activities. He is just tired
now,” said social studies teacher Paul Michaelson.
Fortunately, the parish nurse, who was
also attending the meeting, helped Conte
and dialed 911. He was rushed to Missouri
Baptist hospital and later had two stents
placed inside the plugged veins to expand
them. Conte is healthy and has returned to
his home.
“I’m in good shape, and I’m able to do

anything I could do,” said Conte.
Conte, who is the father of Joseph Conte,
’86, started volunteer teaching at St. Louis U.
High in the fall of 1986. He usually comes
to Michaelson’s senior economics classes on
Mondays and discusses current economic issues with them, sometimes using newspaper
headlines to lead the discussions.
“He gets the guys to interact on (the
headlines), and he assigns the guys a company to keep track of during the course of
the semester. It’s a neat thing … It’s kind
of his way to give back to the school,” said
Michaelson.
“We have lots of great discussions. My
only mantra to the boys is that if they don’t
learn anything else, they have to learn two
words: You pay. Now it’s changed to: You
pay and pay and pay and pay. Here I am an
old man, but you guys are in trouble,” said
Conte.

January 23, 2009

Eric Lewis
Reporter

T

wo members of the St. Louis U. High
grounds crew, Bill Donaldson and
Mark Collins, have been serving as security guards since the end of Christmas
break and will continue to do so for the
duration of the winter.
The change was made to be more costeffective in light of the recent economic
recession. “The grounds crew just doesn’t
have as much to do (during the winter),”
Director of Facilities Joe Rankin explained.
“We’ve always done (this transfer) to keep
up productivity and keep them working,” he
said.
The system saves SLUH the money it
would otherwise have to pay in overtime and
keeps the grounds crew workers employed.
Last year, the grounds department helped
renovate the dry room for football storage
and this year they worked on the renovation
of the “Chill Room” before being moved to
security.
Without a major maintenance project
to work on, the staff has instead focused
on security. Normally, SLUH has to turn
to outside sources such as Whelan Security
for large events such as games and mixers
and even for ordinary school days. Full-time
security personnel Peter Pahn and Kiki Parks
are employed by Whelan.
Rankin suspects that cost-reducing
measures will become more common in the
current economy. “I really appreciate the
willingness (our employees) have to work for
the benefit of SLUH,” Rankin said. “(They)
see what needs to be done and react ... we
are fortunate to have such multi-skilled (and
dedicated) workers.”

Quote of the Week

“Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you
can hit ’em, but remember it’s a sin to kill
a mockingbird.” —Harper Lee in To Kill a
Mockingbird
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Basketbills win two of three, improve to 9-8
Mayburglar steals game from Ladue with late free throws
Rob Bertucci
Reporter

Cooney, who tweaked his hip flexor against
Chaminade. Cooney is second in scoring in
he St. Louis U. High basketball team the MCC (averaging 16.2 points a game).
(9-8, 0-4 MCC) righted their ship by
Without their offensive leader, the Jr.
winning two games of a
Bills hoped senior shooting
three-game set stretchguard Matt Lynch and the
ing back to Jan. 9. The
rest of the guards would
Jr. Bills started the stint
pick up the slack.
with a tough home loss to
“Tim is an explosive ofMetro Catholic Conferfensive player and a leader
ence rival DeSmet, but
on our team, but we need
after a full week of practo be able to score and win
tice the team pulled out a
without him,” junior forwin against St. Mary’s on
ward Jay DiMaggio said.
Saturday and stole a win
Without Cooney, the
at Ladue Tuesday.
team had no answer on
The Jr. Bills played
offense in the first half.
their fourth MCC game of
Although the Jr. Bills found
the season on Friday, Jan. Driving to the lane against DeSmet, junior a scoring rhythm in their
9 against DeSmet. Going Mike Butler tries to get a pass to his team- first few possessions of
mate on Jan. 9.
into the game, SLUH and
the game, they could not
DeSmet occupied the bottom two spots in maintain their momentum. The Spartans
the MCC.
held the Jr. Bills to only 11 points in the first
The Jr. Bills were forced to play the game quarter, and their offense fed off their strong
without their star junior point guard Tim defensive performance. After one quarter of

play, the Spartans led 18-11.
The Inyoureyebills’ struggles continued
into the second quarter. They still lacked
spark on offense and could not get into their
normal rhythm. The Jr. Bills, who average
56.5 points a game, were held to just 18
points in the first half. But thanks to strong
defensive play in the second quarter, the Jr.
Bills entered the locker room trailing only
by ten, 28-18.
The Spartans maintained their choke
hold on the Jr. Bills in the third quarter.
Although the SLUH squad, led by the
sharp-shooting Lynch, showed signs of life
on offense, they were unable to cut into the
deficit. The Spartans won the quarter 12-10,
increasing their lead to 12 over the Jr. Bills
going into the fourth quarter.
Realizing that they lacked the firepower
to win the game on offense alone, the LockdownDbills shifted their focus out of the
huddle and played inspiring defense in the
fourth quarter, holding the Spartans scoreless for much of it. But with five minutes

practice due to exams. Friday morning’s 6
a.m. practice was interrupted by a fire in the
theater, forcing the team to move into the
gym.
The qualifying rounds of the Summit
Tournament featured four pools of three
wrestlers each with the top two from each
pool advancing to an eight-man championship bracket. All but two of the T-upbills made
it into the bracket. Only juniors Alex Myers
(215) and David Lopez (145), who filled
Staed’s spot, were eliminated in pool play.
Junior Andrew Danter (135) and sophomore
Espen Conley (152) both won their pools.
After the team lost their first three
quarterfinal matches, Danter tallied the first
win for the HeadUpbills in the quarterfinal
round. Danter used good defensive technique
and took down his opponent four times on
his way to the 14-2 major decision. Conley
also majored his opponent in his 13-3 win.
Everson continued the string of wins by
tech-falling the Parkway South 171, 18-3.
Following the quarterfinal round, the
winners remained upstairs in the main gym.

Danter beat Mehlville’s 135-pounder, a
potential district opponent; Everson won a
close decision over his Hillsboro opponent. In
one of the more intriguing match-ups of the
day, Conley lost to Whitfield’s Jason Ott, the
younger brother of absent SLUH head coach
Jon Ott. Jason Ott, the defending champion
in Class 1, had wrestled against Conley
at Team St. Louis, the offseason freestyle
program held at Whitfield at which Jon Ott
also coaches. Ott used his superior speed
and technique to control the match, hitting
a sweep and putting Conley to his back for
five points, then locking up a cradle for the
pin late in the first minute of the first period.
Ott moved on to win the championship match,
and Conley lost his third-place match.
Conley was happy to finally wrestle Ott
in an actual match. “It’s a lot like wrestling
(DeSmet senior Jim Layton, a fifth-place
finisher at state last year). It was fun,” said
Conley. “I learned a few things.”
Danter and Parkway South’s Josh Young
wrestled an even championship

T

photo by zac boesch

see TRAVEL, 12

Wrestling grapples with obstacles, perseveres
Mike Lumetta
Reporter

A

fter finally restoring their full lineup to
the mat in a 51-24 win over MICDS,
the St. Louis U. High wrestling team suffered more setbacks en route to placing
third in the Vianney Tournament and tenth
in the Route 141 Rumble at Rockwood
Summit. Injuries to senior captains John
Boehm and Mike Donovan, freshman
Will Whitney’s failure to make weight at
Vianney, and senior Kevin Staed’s illness
on the day of Summit’s tournament cost
the Jr. Bills valuable team points at both
tournaments. In addition, head coach Jon
Ott missed practice during the week up to
Summit after the birth of his first child,
Mary Grace. Despite these obstacles, junior Peter Everson (171) placed first at Vianney and second at Summit, and Donovan (140) and Staed (145) each won their
brackets at Vianney.
The Grapplerbills came to Summit Saturday following a chaotic week of limited

see PIN, 13
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Hockeybills win two after loss to Cadets
Tony Billmeyer
Staff

T

he St. Louis U. High hockey team had
its five-game winning streak snapped
in an 8-0 thrashing at the hands of CBC,
but bounced back with a comeback victory over Chaminade and a convincing win
over Francis Howell North.
CBC came out to prove their worthiness
of a number one ranking after beating SLUH
by two goals in each of the teams’ previous
contests (3-1, 2-0). The fired-up Cadet team
got the only goal they would need just a
minute into the game, and added two more
goals to put the Busiebills in a 3-0 deficit at
the end of the first period.
The intensity of the game picked up
in the second period, as the two teams
combined for 20 penalties in the final two
periods. Neither team capitalized on their
power play opportunities, but the Cadets
managed to net their fifth goal of the game
while short-handed late in the second.
Senior goalkeeper Jack Lally replaced
fellow senior goalie Ryan Boschert between
the pipes in the third. The switch failed to
give the Josephbills a change of fortune, as
Lally conceded two quick goals and was
then replaced by Boschert. The game was
CBC’s all the way. They tacked on another
goal just a minute later and finished the game
up 8-0.

January 23, 2009

The embarrassing score line did not peppered Chaminade’s backup goalie on the
discourage the physicality of the game but other end (SLUH outshot the Red Devils
rather culminated in a scrum with six minutes 38-19 in the game) but failed to capitalize
left in the game when senior Kevin Corby on its many chances.
T h e
sparred with club
Comebackbills
teammate Alex
cut the lead in
Roth. Corby, with
half when juhis shirt over his
nior Greg Place
head, brought
fed the puck to
Roth to the ground
FitzGerald in
right in front of the
the slot, and
U. High faithful,
FitzGerald
rousing the crowd
ripped the puck
for the first time all
into the back
game. Each player
of the net. The
received a onegame suspension, Junior forward Connor Frick flies towards the goal against CBC on one-goal deficit
Jan. 9.
lasted only a
which means Roth
will not play in the playoffs because he will minute—Chaminade added a power play goal
with 30 seconds left in the second period.
not meet the minimum game requirement.
Despite conceding at the death of the
“That was the best I’ve ever seen them
play, and the worst that we’ve played,” said second, the Jr. Bills came out a new team in
the third.
senior captain Colin FitzGerald.
“We (came back) against Kirkwood,
The Coachbombaybills had a full week
to shake off the beating and regroup for the and we knew we could do it again,” said
Chaminade game on Saturday night. The FitzGerald.
The Demitrabills’ hard work in the third
Jr. Bills were without seniors Jack Berger,
Connor Quinn, and Corby and junior Connor paid off as Place and junior Vince Luongo
Frick, while Chaminade played without two each broke through to even up the game at
of their own top players. Boschert looked 3-3. The Froshlinebills continued to pepper
sluggish in the first period, conceding two the Red Devils backup goalie, and junior
goals on the first five shots. The SLUH attack
see SLASHING, 12
photo by zac boesch

Racquetbills stay unbeaten with win over CBC
Spencer Rusch
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High racquetball team
improved to 7-0 on the season with a
6-1 victory over the CBC Cadets on Tuesday at the Jewish Community Center. The
depleted Cadet team was able to force the
Meremortalbills into dropping their second individual match of the year.
CBC could not even post slots in the four,
five,andsix,soSLUHtookthreewinsbyforfeit.
Senior doubles team Scott Hack and Nick
Eshelman faced Jacob Anderson and Peter
Stolberg. CBC showed how young and inexperienced the bottom half of their team has
become. Anderson and Stolberg could only
manage to hit the ball errantly off as many
walls as possible, but the experienced Team
Hackman was not fazed, defeating the CBC

duo 15-5, 15-3.
No. 3 senior Clay Newberry never
struggled against CBC’s Mitchell Schaeffer.
The SLUH senior dominated court position
and managed to stay off the side walls.
Newberry never looked back on a 15-2, 15-4
victory.
Senior Kevin Kissel continued to be the
most consistent and dominating of the Jr.
Bills. Kissel has yet to allow more than 13
points in any match this season, and Tuesday
was no exception. Kissel put his opponent
away quickly, killing the ball extremely well.
He used his speed to outlast his opponent on
the points when he could not make a kill.
Kissel rolled 15-2, 15-1.
No.1 senior Spencer Rusch faced Nick
Hoffmann in a much-anticipated rematch.
Hoffmann took advantage of Rusch’s slow

shot, and although Rusch made a valiant late
run, the deficit was too large to overcome as
Rusch dropped the game. In his second game,
Rusch decided to let Hoffmann shoot the
ball. Hoffmann began to skip and his notorious flamboyant rage filled the court. Rusch
fought off a late run and forced a tiebreaker.
Hoffmann’s rage continued in the breaker;
he even lost a point for repeated cussing.
But after that, Hoffmann was lights out
and killed everything in sight. Rusch fought
to the end but lost 15-10, 10-15, 11-7.
“(Rusch) needs to control the pace,”
said coach Joe Koestner. “He needs to kill
the ball quick. Hoffmann was able to get to
too much.”
The Eyesontheprizebills will face the
Parkway West Longhorns at the Jewish
Community Center on Tuesday, Jan. 27.
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Freshman Sports Update

C-White
Basketball (3-9)

Adam Keeley
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High C-White basketball team (3-9) won its first two games
in the St. Mary’s Tournament but then had
their season derailed, losing six straight.
“We’ll have a good first half but then
not finish out the game,” said guard James
Boeckmann of the team’s struggles.
Head coach Bob O’Connell said
that despite the
end results, the
season is going
well. “We lost
close games that
could have gone
our way,” he
said.
	O’Connell
said that even
through the
most trying of
circumstances,
the players have
been having fun
and competing.
Everyone has
contributed and
has had a great
attitude, and
that the season
has been a great
team effort.
Freshman Peter Gable goes up
	O’Connell for a two-pointer against Kirkwood on Dec. 11.
said the team
showed potential in a few key games in
particular—a victory over Pacific in the St.
Mary’s Tournament, a narrow loss to DeSmet, and the two games against DuBourg:
a win in double overtime and a three-point
loss which SLUH had a chance to win near
the end.
With just two games left, the team hopes
to finish the season as they started, with
back-to-back wins.
photo by mr. matt scuito
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C Wrestling (6-3)
C-Blue
Sam Body
Basketball (8-0) Reporter

Jeffrey Mayberger
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High C-Blue basketball
team has racked up an overall record
of 8-0. The team is 5-0 in MCC games,
including two wins over Chaminade.
Head coach Kent Kershenski said, “The
team shows tremendous composure under
pressure. … Our greatest strength is our
confidence.”
The highlight of the season thus far is
the win over Kirkwood on Dec. 11. With
just two seconds left in the game, the team
trailed by three points, and Kirkwood was
on the line for a free throw. After the shooter
missed, guard Paul Simon received the ball
off an outlet pass and sank a desperation
three-quarter-court shot to send the game
into overtime.
In the OT session, the lead changed
hands until, with a few seconds remaining,
power forward Jack Kelley nailed a 15-footer
to win the game.
The C-Team is undefeated and enters the
latter part of its schedule expecting to stay
that way. Nonetheless, the road to perfection
will be a tough one for the Jr. Bills.
“The tournament this weekend will
be a big challenge,” said point guard Alex
McNeil.
“Our goal from the beginning of the
season was to go undefeated against MCC
teams, and so far we have accomplished that
goal,” said Kershenski.
The team plays CBC again today at 4
p.m. They look to beat the Cadets for the second time this season and improve to 6-0 in the
MCC.
Photo by Ted Wight

Freshman L.J. Hernandez drives around his
Chaminade opponent on Dec. 5.

A

s the winter sports season comes to
a close, the C-team Wrestlebills have
compiled an almost-perfect record in dual
matches, with only one early-season loss
to Vianney. This loss, as the coaches have
constantly reminded the team, can easily
be avenged.
Head coach Tim Curdt believes that the
team has the potential to beat Vianney. Curdt
also feels that the team is very strong, and,
despite multiple injuries towards the end of
the season, has seen “successive results”
and great improvement. He said the team’s
strong performances in conditioning practices shows they are “willing to work.”
The Wrestlebills have had tough times
in their tournaments, especially against
“little leaguers,” said Curdt, referring to the
wrestlers who competed in grade school little
leagues.
The only fault that he finds with the team,
however, is that their lack of aggressiveness
at the start of the matches has forced them
to “fight off their back.”
Though the team has weaknesses, a few
key team members—namely heavyweight
Sam Knesel, Nick Danter (112 lbs.), and
Connor Edler (119 lbs.)—have helped carry
the team through grueling matches and practices.
When asked what he finds fun in wrestling, freshman Nick Rauschenbach repeated
Curdt’s motto: “It doesn’t have to be fun to
be fun.” And though the team has suffered
through some tough speed bumps along the
way, they will look to end the year on a high
note at the MCC tournament this weekend.
photo by mr. matt scuito

Freshman Parker Schenk works for the pin, trapping
his DeSmet opponent in a head and arm on Dec. 8.
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PN Conversation of the Week
Junior Kissel discusses racquetball basics

Adam Cruz
Reporter

I

sat down this week with Mark Kissel,
the lone junior on the undefeated varsity racquetball team.
Adam Cruz: Hola Marco.
Mark Kissel: Hola Adam.
AC: How’d your last match go? What was
your strategy?
MK: It went really well (Kissel finished off
his CBC opponent in straight sets, 15-1,
15-1). I tried to keep my opponent on the
back of the court the whole time, constantly
moving, so he wouldn’t have a chance to set
up a good shot.
AC: I’m sure that worked brilliantly... but
I don’t know what that means. Mind giving me and most of the SLUH population
some basics to racquetball?
MK: Well, in the fine game of racquetball,
the object is to win rallies by hitting the ball
off the front wall. You want either the ball to
bounce twice before the other player hits it,
or that he skips it so it becomes your serve.
If you win a rally when it’s your serve, you
get a point. It’s two games to 15, and a tie-

breaking third to 11.
AC: And we’re obviously pretty good at all
that, considering the banners in the gym
and the team’s record this season.
MK: Yeah, we have a really good team this
year and I expect us to do well in nationals.
AC: When’s the last time we lost a team
match anyway?
MK: We lost Nationals by 3.5 points last year
(a regular match is worth about 20 points).
AC: That won’t happen this year hopefully. Another question I’ve always wondered
is why there are like eighteen racquetball
teams instead of being like normal SLUH
sports, with a varsity, junior varsity, and
freshman team, with the rest being cut?
MK: Actually there’s only five: varsity,
JV 1-1, JV 1-2, JV 2-1, and JV 2-2. There
used to be a lot more but (head coach) Doc
Koestner decides each year how many teams
there are going to be. Anyone who doesn’t
make it on those teams is still given a chance
to compete with other schools on what is
called “the ladder,” and they get to practice
with us. That way, everyone who wants to

can participate. Those who are cut are still
given a chance to play in racquetball.
AC: Yet with all those complications you
stood as the lone junior to make varsity.
How has that been? The seniors nice to
you, or do they give you hell?
MK: Since the end of freshman year, all the
older guys have taken me under their wing
and gone out of their way to make me a better
player. They are a great bunch of guys who
I’m glad to be on a team with.
AC: Well isn’t that just darling? With the
rest of the varsity guys gone next year, the
team will probably be centered around
you. How will you respond?
MK: We have some good guys coming up,
and with the help of my new teammates
and classmates it’ll be fine. It’s still a big
responsibility, though.
AC: No worries, Mark. I’ll take up some
of that burden and make my racquetball
debut next year.
MK: (Laughs, looks around, and blushes)
Ummm... I don’t know if you’d make it.…
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(from 1)
PowerSchool also carries several new
advantages over the old system. Michalski
said that the integration of three programs
into one makes everything more streamlined.
Additionally, PowerSchool is web-based,
whereas MacSchool was server-based. This
allows teachers to upload grades immediately
to PowerSchool’s Parent-Student Portal, a
K12 equivalent, rather than sending grades
to an administrator for a daily upload. Rittenhouse said that this eliminates the “lag
time” between teachers submitting grades
and administrators posting grades to the
Internet.
“It’s working great,” said math department chair Frank Corley who had already
uploaded grades and assignments to the
Parent-Student Portal and said he had encountered no problems at all.
The web-based capabilities of PowerSchool also allow teachers to upload grades
from off St. Louis U. High’s campus. SLUH’s
website will have links to the Parent-Student
Portal. Additionally, Principal John Moran

OLIVER WENDELL

(from 1)
taking place later in the day, the team had to
practice early for the upcoming varsity meet
in the Rockwood Summit Tournament.
Wrestling coach Tim Curdt arrived at
SLUH and saw two fire trucks parked on
Oakland Ave. Entering the Danis Lobby, he
said he saw “smoke in the air, but it wasn’t
overwhelming. It smelled pretty obnoxious.”
He sent several wrestlers who had arrived
around 5:45 a.m. back outside and prepared
to investigate. However, he was met by Figge
and several firemen, who told him that they
could come inside.
“We couldn’t practice in the (theater
loge), though, because it was just miserable,”
said Curdt. The potent smell of lingering
smoke pushed the WrasslerBills into the less
odorous gym for a toned-down practice.
“We wrestled through the fire and
flames,” said sophomore Kevin Flaker nostalgically.
Sophomore Pat Reda was among the
first wrestlers to view the scene. “When we
got there, we saw a bunch of firemen airing
out the building,” he said.
Flaker, who arrived ten minutes late, saw
the darkened school building flashing with
white fire alarm lights. “We were all pretty

News
said he will send out a phoneblast mass phone
call today announcing that this semester’s
grades will be on PowerSchool’s website
rather than K12 Planet. A letter explaining the new system, along with temporary
passwords for the Parent-Student Portal,
will be sent with first semester report cards.
New capabilities on the parent and student
side include online attendance records and
a more manageable assignment list for each
class.
Teachers attended workshops last Friday
to learn the basics of PowerSchool so that they
could begin the second semester on Tuesday
functioning on the new system. Rittenhouse
said that, so far, the transition has been “remarkably smooth” for teachers and he has
“yet to encounter anything … unexpected.”
He said that most complaints with the system have been about the integration of the
attendance program into the PowerSchool
software, replacing SLUH What Where,
a program that computer technicians Jon
Dickmann and John Haefele wrote specifically for SLUH’s schedule.
“There’s a big learning curve that has
much shocked, you know—the school was
on fire,” he said. Amid the chaos, however,
his tardiness was not noticed by the coach,
a minor positive effect of the fire—at least
for Flaker.
Photo Courtesy of Mr. Rankin

These are the remnants of the trash can
that caused the fire scare last Friday.

Senior Kevin Staed, varsity team captain, said the incident merely annoyed him,
because Curdt told the wrestlers to go outside,
and “it was like 10 degrees outside,” said
Staed.
The administration and theater stage
crew have looked into the cause of the fire.
They believe it was created by unusual
circumstances. Stage crew director Megan
Morey said that a stage crew member had
been cutting metal above the stage at around
5 p.m. the night before; a severed piece of
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to happen, and it has happened rather rapidly,” said Rittenhouse. He said that SLUH
“implemented PowerSchool at its minimum
capabilities” in order to combat that learning
curve, but as more of PowerSchool’s facets
are added, problems like the disorderly attendance program “will be corrected as we
move into this.”
“The old system was custom made for
our school, so it had lots of nice features that
(PowerSchool) can and will (have) down
the road,” said history teacher Anne Marie
Lodholz.
“What we had before was a completely
customized solution for attendance and tracking students. When you buy something off
the shelf, you have to customize it as best
you can,” said Rittenhouse. Although he
acknowledged that PowerSchool has “inherent limitations,” he said that most of the
components he has heard are missing will
be put into operation soon.
Since a new system handles grades
and grade point averages, changes in the
appearance of report cards and transcripts
will soon come about, though they are still
being developed.
metal must have fallen into the trash can.
When the stage crew left around 6:15 p.m.,
there was no evidence of a fire. “I never
saw anything, never smelled anything,” said
Morey.
Normally, the process of cutting metal
does not create such a fire hazard because
it cools off quickly. “Somehow, magical
circumstances allowed (the metal) to just
stay hot in the trash can,” said Morey. Morey
theorized that the metal must have smoldered
and lit debris in the trash can some time
overnight. When the fire was put out next
morning, the bottom of the trash can had
melted and a Masonite board of the stage
floor was damaged and had to be removed.
Director of Facilities Joe Rankin says
that if the fire had occurred during the school
day, the entire building would have been
evacuated, just like the school practiced this
Thursday during activity period. (The drill
was a regularly scheduled event.) Rankin
said the evacuation of the theater wing went
fine yesterday.
Had the fire happened on Saturday or
Sunday, however, Figge would not have
noticed it—he does not do building rounds
on weekends. The fire alarms would have
alerted the fire department.
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“It’s part of our curriculum,” said Moran.
“If you choose not to read the book, or if
your parents decide that you’re not going to
read the book, so be it. There’s going to be
repercussions. We will not assign an alternate
text. We did not assign an alternate text last
year nor will we assign an alternate text this
year. Students are accountable for the entire
curriculum. … A student might be able to read
some of Plainsong and not these passages
(in question) and still perform adequately on
tests and quizzes and papers, so that might
be a choice that people make. If a student
chose not to read it at all, my guess is that
their grades would suffer pretty strongly. …
If a non-Catholic student asked not to go to
religion class because he was not Catholic,
our response would be very similar. You make
a choice when you come to SLUH to be a
part of our whole curriculum. Hopefully, you
understand what that choice means coming
in to the school.”
According to Moran, school policy
toward the book will continue unchanged,
and objections will be handled primarily
on an individual basis. Copies of the letter
and the school’s response have been given
to the counseling department, in case any
questions are brought to their attention.
However, Moran emphasized that most if
not all questions should be addressed to
the English teacher and then if necessary
the English department chairperson before
contacting the administration.
“(The letter) definitely has fostered some
good communication back and forth between
teachers and parents,” said Moran. “The
educational experience happens between (a
student and his) teacher… Parents, administrators, counselors—we’re all kind of on the
outside of that. … I can’t answer anything
about what’s going on inside the class because
I’m not in the class,” said Moran, pointing
to the teacher as the primary expert on the
classroom environment.
The anonymous letter included a twopage attachment with passages at the focus
of the dispute—four scenes involving graphic
sexual content, namely sexual bullying, oral
sex, rape, and coercion—which the letter
referred to as “some areas to which parents
have most strongly objected.”
In response to the content of Plainsong as
a whole, Quinn said, “We feel it’s important to

News
talk about that kind of content in a classroom
setting. We know that our students are going
to have to confront a morally challenging
world out there; they’re going to have to
confront it pretty soon if they haven’t already.
We would rather have the chance to talk to
them about that than for them to stumble
across it on their own.”
In explaining his understanding of
why SLUH teaches this work, Moran said,
“That’s what I found in Plainsong—the
ability to experience life from other people’s
angles and then to analyze them from our
own standpoint. … It definitely is material
that is challenging, and I said that in my
response. I’m not surprised that looking at
those (passages) out of context, if I were a
parent, I would call my English teacher and
ask what’s going on. But the point is we don’t
teach them out of context. As a sophomore,
you weren’t given these two pages to read
by themselves. You were given a book, and
you read it in a classroom.”
According to Quinn, last year was the
first year that complaints regarding this
particular work emerged.
“We talked to (concerned parents) and
we heard their concerns,” said Quinn. “We
decided to continue to teach the book based
on the experience that we’ve had with the
book over the course of many, many years
and those being the first complaints to
emerge.”
Said Moran, “We’re not surprised or
offended at any parents who would question
this material, we just want an open conversation. We want parents to call teachers and
ask questions.”
Because most sophomores have not yet
read Plainsong, most expressed indifference
towards or ignorance about the book. The
select sophomores who expressed a definite
opinion were “very opposed to the book,” in
the words of one student.
Nevertheless, because of the stir created
by the circulation of the letter, the issue of
Plainsong has recently been on the minds
of many sophomores.
“We talked about it two to three times in
English class,” said Kleinschmidt, referring
to the many questions that his class posed
to English teacher Pat Coldren this week
regarding Plainsong. These questions were
generated by the anonymous letter.
Moran said he has received around 30
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replies to his email blast so far; some parents
have asked for more information, others have
expressed concern over the material, and
still others have pledged their support for
the school’s judgment. According to Moran,
roughly three quarters of the responses have
expressed confidence in the curriculum and
frustration over the letter’s anonymity.
The Prep News conducted phone interviews with around 30 randomly selected
parents of current sophomores to discuss
their views on Plainsong and the conditions
under which the discussion has recently been
magnified.
“I have older sons that did read (Plainsong),” said sophomore parent Margo
Ludwig. “I studied it and read it with them.
I felt they were old enough. It made them
uncomfortable, but I don’t think that every
book has to be pleasant at all times.”
“I’m sure that someone was very
thoughtful in picking the book,” said sophomore parent Joseph McCarthy. “We figured
that the villains were villains and were
depicted as such.”
“I have confidence in the books that
SLUH chooses for my son to read,” said
Pattie Voss, mother of sophomore Dylan
Voss. “(The letter) reminded me that I should
read the books my kids are reading so that if
anything’s in there, I can have a conversation
with my son of anything of questionable
material. It is a difficult subject matter. I
think parents should have a conversation
with their son rather than complain or ban
it.”
“I can’t stress (it) enough,” said Moran.
“We encourage parents to ask us questions, to
challenge us in our thinking—that’s a good
learning environment. … You’re allowed to
ask questions—it’s how you do it.”

JONES

(from 2)
Besides attending these events, Jones
has been involved in numerous presentations
and programs dealing with social issues. During his sophomore year, Jones presented to
the SLUH faculty how racism and sexism find
their way into the media. As a junior, he and
other SLUH students spoke at Villa Duchesne
about those issues as well as classism and
sexual orientation. Also, Jones participated
in a student exchange with Nerinx Hall to
see how an all-girls school differs from
SLUH.
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Mueth ’07 gives account of Inauguration
January 23, 2009

Editors Note: Former Features Editor Andrew Mueth now attends
Georgetown University. He attended the Inauguration on Tuesday
and wrote home in an e-mail to his parents, which was then sent
to PN.
t was a great day! It started yesterday evening, when a friend
of mine and I went to visit Pete Heagney, a SLUH classmate
of mine, who is spending a semester at American University and
is living on Capitol Hill. There were a few other guys from my
class in town for the inauguration including Dan Hrdlicka, Josh
Divine, and Sam Leverenz. We hung out there all evening and
then caught a few hours of sleep before waking up at 5:30 (we
could sleep in longer because we were so close to the capital already) and heading over to the mall. All four of those SLUH guys
had tickets so they went their own way. Finding the entrance to
the mall proved much trickier than one would have thought, especially because the volunteers had no idea what was going on.
My friend and I were standing in our place on the Mall just after
8 a.m. We were standing just past the end of the old Smithsonian castle or the Natural History on the other side. We were a
little further than halfway between the Capital and the Washington monument. The Capital was very far in the distance, but you
could see the stage, if not really the individual people on it.
It was tremendously cold today, but I was for the most part
prepared. My toes, hands, and face were the only things that really
got cold, and I had hand warmers which helped as well. Standing
around was not particularly exciting. I made friends with a few of the
people around me in the massive crowd, did a Sudoku, and watched
replays from Sunday’s concert at the Lincoln memorial. There were
so many people there that cell phone service was nonexistent, so we
were confined to the people we could see, members of this gigantic
crowd. My friend is the biggest bum in the world, and he was very
unprepared for the cold, so at 9:30 he took off back to Georgetown
to warm up and watch the inauguration like a schmuck. It was very
interesting then, to be alone in this crowd that really did feel like
we were somehow “One”. Everyone was so excited to be here at
this moment. There was a nervousness in the crowd, a feeling of “is
this actually happening?” and an excitement that resulted because
the answer was a loud “Yes!”
Around 10 a.m. the politicians started filing in, and over the
next hour and a half increasingly famous people entered. Bush was
welcomed to chants of “Nah nah nah nah, nah nah nah nah, hey hey
hey, good-bye,” H.W. was greeted to indifferent shrugs, and Clinton
got a rousing round of applause, as did Carter. Cheney looked like
that “warped, frustrated old man,” Mr. Potter, when he entered in a
wheelchair.
And then Obama appeared, and the crowd went wild.
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The woman who began the ceremonies (Cali. Sen. Dianne Feinstein)
gave a wonderful and touching speech. Pastor Rick Warren did a
fine job with the invocation. Obama’s oath flub-up that everyone
seems to be talking about didn’t seem like a big deal at all. Obama’s
speech was excellent. At times general and “hopeful,” at other times
specific and realistic, there were moments of syntactical beauty
and wonderful references to history and scripture. My favorite part
was his quoting of George Washington’s address to his men in the
grimmest moment of the revolution.
“So let us mark this day with remembrance, of who we are
and how far we have traveled. In the year of America’s birth, in
the coldest of months, a small band of patriots huddled by dying
campfires on the shores of an icy river. The capital was abandoned.
The enemy was advancing. The snow was stained with blood. At
a moment when the outcome of our revolution was most in doubt,
the father of our nation ordered these words be read to the people:
‘Let it be told to the future world...that in the depth of winter, when
nothing but hope and virtue could survive...that the city and the country, alarmed at one common danger, came forth to meet.’”Beauty.
While getting to the inauguration went smoothly, getting back
was a major hassle. I knew it would take me a while, but it took me
over an hour and a half to get from 12th street to 3rd street, where
Pete lives. There were several intersections near Metro entrances
that were just seas of people, everyone going in different directions.
At one point, I stood squashed in the crowd and didn’t move more
than 15 feet in 45 minutes. At that incident, several fights almost
started between an angrily impatient person and a person angrily
impatient with that impatient person. Name-calling led to swearing
and almost to a fight, but somehow it cooled down just in time. One
woman suggested that, because people were starting to get impatient,
we should all just push our way through to help the situation. And
she was serious. Thankfully, it all worked out and I made it back,
safe and sound.
It was a long, cold day on my feet, but one of the most memorable
days of my entire life. To see so many people congregated, excited
to change with the changing world, united in support of the leader
they chose to see them through this period of worldwide change, was
an experience beyond words. There was an incredible combination,
between an acknowledgement of real problems and a confidence that
we will overcome those problems, just as America always has. Just
to know that the sentiments I overheard while standing on the mall
were being echoed countless times through the crowd that extended
a mile in both directions was an incredible feeling. I suppose that’s
what they meant when they said that today, we were One.

NANJING

(from 3)
program soon after.
Nanjing Foreign Language School is known as one of the best
schools in China and was chosen as the exchange school.
The main aim of the program is for the exchange students to
increase their knowledge of the English language and to learn about
American culture.

The greatest transition for the students was the “all boys” student
body according to Shi “Bill” Xiao.
The four students will be staying with their first host families
until March 22, at which time they will join their second set of
families. They will remain with the families until May 30.
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the game, the Jr. Bills still trailed DeSmet
40-30. The Jr. Bills finally found success on
offense through transition buckets and pulled
themselves back into the game.
In the final minutes, Lynch forced a steal
and was fouled on a fast break lay-up. He
drained the free throw, capping off a 12-0
run for the Jr. Bills and tying the game at
40. But the Spartans responded immediately
with a three on the other end. Lynch missed
a three on the other end, and the rebound fell
into DeSmet hands in the waning seconds,
ending the game 43-40.
The Jr. Bills enjoyed an eight-day break
from games during exam week. The break
brought some much-needed rest to the Jr.
Bills and gave Cooney time to heal before
their next game.
SLUH stepped onto their home court
the clear favorite against a smaller and less
athletic St. Mary’s team. Lynch led the offense in the first half, making five of his eight
threes and scoring all 17 of his points before
the break.
The overmatched Dragons hung with the
Mr.Hustlebills in the first quarter, but SLUH
busted out of the huddle and exploded in the
second quarter. The Jr. Bills scored at will
against the St. Mary’s defense and won the
second quarter 20-9, increasing their lead to
38-24.
The Jr. Bills continued to widen their
lead in the third quarter, and before long,
head coach John Ross subbed in his bench
players. Although it became clear the game
would be an easy victory for the Jr. Bills, both
sides continued to play physically, working
hard to get to the hole. One St. Mary’s player
caught an elbow to the mouth on defense.
On the opposite end, DiMaggio tried to take
a charge and was knocked backwards by an
out-of-control St. Mary’s guard, who landed
standing on DiMaggio’s head.
“Be patient,” Ross said from the sidelines. “Work the ball around. Get a lay-up,
white.”
This offensive strategy worked for the
Jr. Bills. Their quick ball movement and
patience allowed the ChrisPaulbills to find
their open teammates for easy buckets. On
defense the Jr. Bills were rock-solid. The
SLUH defense held St. Mary’s to only four
points in the third quarter. With a 25-point
lead, the Jr. Bills played freely. Although
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the Dragons pulled within 15 in the fourth
quarter, the end result was never in doubt,
and the game ended with the Jr. Bills ahead
58-45.
Tuesday the Jr. Bills traveled to Ladue to
take on the 4-9 Rams. Ladue’s guards, shooting guard Eli Weigley in particular, opened
the game shooting lights-out. Weigley created
space between himself and his defender and
utilized the mid-range jumper on his way
to shooting 10 of 15 from the field. He and
point guard Clyde Jeffers scored 25 points
each; Ladue’s next highest scorer had only
four points. At halftime the Jr. Bills faced an
eight-point deficit, 32-24.
SLUH put on a show in the second
half. Junior guards Mike “The Mayburglar”
Mayberger and Mike Butler combined for 38
points in leading a comeback. The Jr. Bills
went on an 8-0 run out of the gate and tied
the game. In the third quarter, the Jr. Bills
out-rebounded the Rams and created second
chance opportunities for themselves. SLUH
beat the Rams 20-8 in the third quarter and
led 44-40 going into the fourth.
With the clock winding down in the
fourth quarter, the Jr. Bills were ahead by
4. Ladue pressed the Jr. Bills after a made
basket and forced a turnover, which led to
an easy basket.
Later with the game tied, Jeffers took
the game into his own hands. A touch foul
committed by Butler sent Jeffers to the line
for a one-and-one, and Jeffers sank both free
throws to put the Rams up two.
After a quick timeout, the Jr. Bills set up
an inbounds play to Cooney, but he missed
the lay-up. Mayberger pulled down a huge
offensive rebound and was fouled on the
put-back. He made both free throws to tie
the game at 58.
Jeffers responded with a pull-up jumper
at the top of the key that put the Rams up by
two with eight seconds left.
Without any timeouts, Cooney had to
rush down the floor. He passed the ball to
Mayberger, who stepped into a 26-foot threepointer that missed just short off the front
iron. He was fouled on the shot and went to
the line for three free throws.
“I was excited when I realized I was
fouled,” Mayberger said. “I wasn’t nervous
at all. I just wanted the opportunity to win
the game.”
Ladue guard Michael Early picked the
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wrong player to foul with the game on the
line. Mayberger leads the MCC in free throw
percentage (90.9%) and has made his last 21
attempts from the charity stripe. Mayberger
grinned as he toed the line, preparing for his
first shot.
“The first free throw was the biggest
one,” said Mayberger. “Once I made the first
one, I knew I could make the next two.”
Ladue’s coach called a timeout before
the second shot, hoping to ice Mayberger.
On his way back to the bench, Mayberger
looked completely relaxed as he joked with
the referees. When he stepped back onto the
court, Mayberger settled himself, bent his
knees, and took the shot. The shot hit the
very front of the rim and bounced straight
up before it fell through the hole.
“After I released the second shot, I
thought I air-balled it,” Mayberger said. “I’m
not sure how it went in.”
With the game tied, Mayberger repeated
his routine and sank the third free throw, putting the Jr. Bills up 61-60 with one second on
the clock. Ladue attempted a baseball pass,
but threw it long and out of bounds. The Jr.
Bills inbounded the ball and time expired
with SLUH winning 61-60.
Tonight the Jr. Bills travel to CBC for
their second game against the Cadets. CBC
beat the Jr. Bills in their first game, 66-55.
SLUH is still looking for its first MCC win.
A win tonight will move them into a tie for
last place in the conference with CBC.

SLASHING
(from 6)

Brandon Eversgerd set up freshman standout
Trent Lulow for the game-winning goal.
The momentum carried over to Tuesday
night’s game against Francis Howell North
at Queeny. Senior goalkeeper Jack Lally got
the start, and looked solid outside of allowing a fluke first period goal. The goal proved
negligible, as the Cellabills controlled the
entire game. Senior Joe Cella scored his first
goal of the season in his second game back
from injury, and Corby added two goals to
his team-leading tally of 14.
The 7-1 victory will give the Wewantawinterclassicbills confidence heading into
tomorrow night’s 8 p.m. Jesuit Cup throwdown.
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PIN

(from 5)
match until the third, when Young pinned
Danter. Midway through the second period,
a momentary power failure killed the lights
and the scoreboard, delaying the match a
few minutes. Shortly afterward, in the third
period, Danter escaped and took down Young
to grab a 7-6 lead. However, Danter got
too high on Young’s hips, allowing Young
to catch Danter’s head and reverse him to
his back. Young locked up the pin, holding
Danter to the fourth-place finish.
Danter said that the power failure did
not make much of a difference in the match.
He “got a little cold” but said that “the other
guy (had) his rhythm (broken), too,” preventing either of them from having much of an
advantage.
The 171 championship match pitted
Everson against Ben Poeschl of Lee’s Summit West. Poeschl built a 5-2 lead before
Everson responded with a takedown on a
high crotch early in the final period. Near
the end of the match, Poeschl sprawled and
circled around Everson for a final takedown
to win the championship 8-4.
“(Poeschl) was pretty good at defensive
technique, but I think what hurt (Everson)
the most was that he didn’t finish the match,
and part of that is conditioning,” said varsity
assistant Todd Clements, who coached the
OffYourKneesbills in Ott’s absence. “It’s
already two, two and a half months into the
season and we’re still not finishing on a full
tank, we’re running low there.”
SLUH finished tenth of 12 teams in
the tournament with 58 points, 152 behind
champion Whitfield’s 210.
Regarding missing all three captains,
Clements said, “There’s nothing you can
really do about that. I think sometimes the
younger kids look to the captains for guidance, and that was definitely missed in a
tournament atmosphere.”
A week earlier, on Jan. 10, the Jr. Bills
visited MCC rival Vianney for the second
time this season, this time for the Vianney
Tournament. Besides SLUH, Vianney, De
Smet, and Lindbergh were the only teams
with reasonably complete lineups. Partially
due to all the open spots, all of SLUH’s wrestlers reached the first or third place match.
The Jr. Bills only fielded eight wrestlers
due to Whitney’s inability to make weight and
Boehm’s knee injury suffered a day earlier
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while drilling with Everson in practice.
Five Jr. Bills won their semifinal matches
to advance to the championship match:
Danter, Donovan, Staed, Conley, and Everson.
Danter battled Nick Hellmann of the host
Griffins in the championship match. With
Danter down 3-2 in the second period, he hit
a sweep, but after a long struggle Hellmann
used a strong whizzer to successfully fend
off the attack and get the takedown. The
takedown proved a turning point in the match,
as Hellmann controlled the match from that
point forward and won 7-4.
After Donovan received the first-place
medal on the basis of an injury default, Staed
wrestled a dominant match against another
Spartan, Joe Detweiller, who finished second
at the Spartan. At one point, Staed held a
12-1 lead, and he finished the match with a
14-6 major decision.
“It’s just good to be back,” Staed said.
“I was a little bit worried wrestling a tournament at first because it’s a lot harder than
wrestling one match, but I was able to come
out and get the job done.”
	Ott thought that Staed’s return bolstered
the team. “(Staed’s) a guy who really knows
how to wrestle, and it’s nice to have somebody anchor your team,” he said. “This
(tournament) is going to be a good building
block.”
The 152-pound final featured a rematch
of a quarterfinal match in the Spartan, Conley against Jim Layton of DeSmet. Conley
performed much better this time around but
again lost to the greater speed and strength
of Layton. The two competitors displayed
viciously intense handfighting in the first
period, but Layton eventually gained the
upper hand.
Conley said, “I wasn’t as intimidated
(this time). I was a little more aggressive
from my feet. I tried not to make it easy for
him.”
	Ott noted Conley’s improvement, saying that he adjusted better in the match and
wrestled the whole time. “(Conley) was
definitely in it for the first period and a half
or so,” he said. “He didn’t take many breaks
in that match, and that’s kind of been his
downfall.”
Conley believes he has a good chance
to beat Layton in the dual against DeSmet.
He said that he needs to “go out there with
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even more confidence and know that I can
wrestle with him. I’ve just got to wrestle
smart and be alert and be confident.”
In the 171 final, Everson met Lindbergh’s
Robert Florich for the second time this season. In their first encounter at Parkway South,
Florich got the win. This time, however,
with a championship on the line, Everson
worked his way to a 9-2 lead, utilizing a
strong double leg three times for takedowns.
In the third period, Everson capitalized on an
opportunity for a head-and-arm, switched to
a reverse half, and held it to get the fall and
the win.
Although he wished that some of the
wrestlers got more matches, Ott thought
that his team showed signs of progress
from previous tournaments. “Everybody
that wrestled was ready to wrestle today,”
he said. “They’re trying more of the moves
we show in practice.”
Looking forward to the DeSmet dual
Tuesday, Ott expects it to be closely contested, saying, “If our leaders wrestle better than their leaders, we definitely have a
good shot at beating them. Donovan, Staed,
Whitney, and some others are going to have
to wrestle the way they can and wrestle their
best, and we’ll be fine.”
The TSLbills hosted the MICDS Rams
January 8. The two teams had squared off
at the Ritenour Tournament last month in
a dual that the Jr. Bills won 42-33. The
Jr. Bills opened with a pin on a crossface
cradle by freshman Michael Barry. The win
was the first on varsity for Barry, who normally wrestles on the freshman level. The Jr.
Bills, who received several byes, struggled
against MICDS’ top wrestlers, including
Mike Helfant (125), Chris Atkins (152), and
Dan Scherer (160). However, they finished
strong with wins by sophomore Thomas
George at 215 and Myers at heavyweight.
George had the opportunity to get his first
varsity win because Ott moved Myers up to
heavyweight so Myers could wrestle Chris
Brothers, MICDS’ hefty heavyweight. Myers
had pinned Brothers at Ritenour and repeated
the feat in the dual.
The Jr. Bills will travel to MICDS this
weekend for the MICDS Tournament before
hosting DeSmet next Tuesday for their final
MCC dual.
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by Conor Gearin

Friday, January 23
Schedule R
Fr. English Tutorial AP
Soph Class Liturgy
Ignatian Mix-It Up Lunch
B-Ball (V/B) @ CBC (7/5:30 pm)
C B-Ball Blue @ CBC 4pm
WRES @ MICDS Tourn. 6pm
AP Snack: Cookies
Lunch : Special—Meatball Sandwich
Healthy—Cheddar Cheese Omelet
Saturday, January 24
Diversity Family Night 4pm
HOC vs DeSmet @ 8pm @ Affton
WRES @ MICDS Tourn. 10am
B-Ball Blue @ Oakville Tourn
Sunday, January 25
KEEN 12pm
JV HOC vs CBC @ 7:45
Monday, January 26
Schedule R

Mutual Buoyancy
Calendar
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*Lunch menu subject to change.

B-Ball Blue vs Jennnings @ 4pm
B-Ball White @ Fox @ 4:15pm
AP Snack: Cinnamon Rolls
Lunch : Special—Pizza
Healthy—Country Fried Steak
Tuesday, January 27
Schedule R
WRES (V/JV/C) vs DeSmet @ 6pm
RACQ (1 & JV1) vs. Parkway West @
3:30pm @ Jewish Community Center
AP Snack: Quesa Rolls
Lunch : Special—Meatball Sandwich
Healthy—Steak and Cheese
Wednesday, January 28
Schedule R
Fr. English Tutorial AP
Fr. STUCO Primaries during lunch
B-Ball Blue/White vs Vianney @ 4pm
AP Snack: Pizza Sticks
Lunch : Special—Chicken Bacon Cheese
Healthy—Chicken & Dumplings

Jan. 23 - Jan. 30

Thursday, January 29
Schedule R
Seniors return from projects
Fr. STUCO speeches AP
Fr. STUCO finals during lunch
Jr. Parent Meeting 7pm
JV1 & 2 RACQ (2) vs Chaminade @
3:30 pm @ Vetta Sports-Concord
B-Ball Blue @ Oakville Tourn
AP Snack: Turnovers
Lunch: Special—Spaghetti w/ Garlic
			
Cheese Bread
Healthy—Chicken Parm
Friday, January 30
Schedule M
Sr. Project Ceremony 1:45pm
HOC @ Webster @ 8:45pm
B-Ball (V/B) vs Jeff City @5:30/7pm
AP Snack: Jumbo Pretzels
Lunch : Special—Pulled Pork
Healthy—Turkey Burgers

Wrestling Nightbeat From the PN
Archives
The St. Louis U. High wrestling team took on Chaminade in their third
MCC dual meet of the season. Despite missing senior captains Mike
Donovan and John Boehm (injuries) and junior Peter Everson (skin
condition), the Jr. Bills prevailed 53-21 over the Red Devils. Several
underclassmen who do not normally start filled the holes in the SLUH
lineup, including sophomores Jon Conley (140 lbs.), Phil Hogrebe (171
lbs.), who won his varsity debut, and Brian Gass (215 lbs.) and freshmen
Michael Barry (103 lbs.) and Connor Edler (112 lbs.). Junior heavyweight
Alex Myers won his bout with a late surge. Down 8-5 in the third, Myers
reversed his opponent with a double-leg finish and, as the clock wound
down inside 30 seconds, he put the the Red Devils’ heavyweight’s back
on the mat with a barbed wire. The Jr. Bills also got late pins from junior
Andrew Danter (135 lbs.) and senior captain Kevin Staed (145 lbs.) to
seal the victory.

I want to ride my...

Want a new bike? Ready to lose those training wheels?!? Then join Spanish
teacher Kevin Moore and more than a thousand other cycling enthusiasts
at the Midwest Bicycle Expo & Swap Meet, which will take place at the
Gateway Center in Collinsville, Ill. this Sunday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. There
will also be a silent auction and a competitive bike show covering the
following two-wheeler genres: Stingrays (original), Stingrays (restored),
Balloon Tire, Middleweight, BMX, Special Interest, and Best of Show.
Admission is $8 at the door, but free to those ages 15 and under (freshman
and (most) sophomores!).

Call Issued for Varsity
Soccer Team
An attempt is being made to revive soccer in
school this year. Under the direction of three
seniors, Jucewicz, Baer, and O’Sullivan, a
team is being organized. All three of these
players have transferred to us from the
seminary where soccer is the chief sport;
consequently they are well able to take
charge of the team. If twenty-two or so
prospects report faithfully for practice, Mr.
Staab will try to enter the team in a league.
Until football season is over the team will
practice on a field opposite the Arena. Any
prospect reporting must understand that
there will be slight hardships at first and
that he must be absent from practice only
when he has a good excuse.
-Prep News Vol. II, October 25, 1938

