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Koestnerbills sweep all seven State spots
Spencer Rusch
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High racquetball team
has captured its eleventh overall and
second consecutive state title in sublime
fashion—they swept all seven varsity divisions.
“(A sweep) hasn’t happened since I
got here in 2002,” said club manager Dan
Whitley. “It is certainly an unprecedented
feat.”
Doubles team seniors Scott Hack and
Nick Eshelman were the only varsity seed
not favored to win their bracket. Team
Hackman breezed through Vianney’s Ryan
Depriest and Nathan Messmer in the quarterfinals but struggled with the three seed,
Kirkwood’s Denis O’Grady and Paul Roth.

Team Hackman won the first game 15-6, but
in the second, their shots started to come up.
Team Hackman dropped that second game
by one point but found inspiration upon
hearing that the favored DeSmet team had
been upset by CBC’s Jacob Anderson and
Peter Stolberg. Team Hackman came back
to defeat Kirkwood 15-6, 14-15, 11-3.
The momentum remained with SLUH,
and CBC’s energetic duo could not suppress
Team Hackman, who rolled to a 15-9, 15-2
win.
SLUH also hoped senior captain Spencer
Rusch would capture an individual championship. For all his ambitions of grasping an
individual state title, though, Rusch sensed
no one would merely hand over the trophy
when he encountered some issues with

see NATIONALS, 14
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Senior Kevin Kissel winds up for a swat in
game two of his State victory at Vetta.

Survey: drug use down from 2005 Five more days:
Matt Bettonville
SLUH to meet
Core Staff
CBC in State
B
hockey finals
elying suggestions of a more dominant drug culture prompted by the
four suspensions and one expulsion that
the St. Louis U. High administration issued last week for marijuana possession
and sales, a North Central survey of 129
SLUH juniors administered in fall and
compiled this week reported that only
nine percent of students admitted using
marijuana in the 30 days before the Oct.
15 survey—less than half the percentage
of students admitting to current use in
an identical 2005 survey given at SLUH.
Marijuana use on the whole seems to be
confined to a small student subculture,
placing SLUH well below national averages for marijuana use.
“This dispels that myth that … everybody’s doing it and that drug use is rampant,”

said Principal John Moran.
Even though the survey showed that 26
percent of surveyed SLUH students have
tried marijuana at some time in their lives,
the 2005 survey showed 30 percent, meaning that 16 percent fewer students have been
exposed to marijuana. In the 2007 National
Survey on Drug Use and Health, 35 percent of
17-year-olds and 40 percent of 18-year-olds
nationally had used marijuana sometime in
their lives. SLUH’s nine percent of current
users comes in significantly below the national survey’s 15 percent of 17-year olds.
A separate national survey, the Youth
Risk Behavior Survey, reported that in 2007
20 percent of all high school students currently used marijuana.
“I would expect us to be on the healthier
side of national statistics,” said Moran. “We
are not your average high school; this is not
your average student body.”

see DRUGS, 9

Peter Mackowiak
Sports Editor

A

s reward for having scraped by Francis Howell Central in a pulsating
semifinal series, the St. Louis U. High
hockey team has drawn a fourth chance to
topple the supremely decorated rival CBC
Cadets in its first-ever State Finals appearance.
Wednesday night’s Scottrade Center
showdown marks the Cadets’ ninth consecutive finals appearance (they’ve won six).
Undefeated this season at 26-0-1, CBC

see MIRACLE, 7
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News
Mission Mexico to go to
Reynosa despite violence

Conor Gearin
Core Staff

A

recent conflict in Central America
has consequences for the St. Louis U.
High community thousands of miles away.
On Feb. 18, Mexican military forces began engaging a drug cartel in the northern
city of Reynosa, Mexico. Homes for the
Homeless, the Mission Mexico program
that SLUH students take part in, will go
to the Reynosa area over spring break in
March to build homes for those in need.
While they are concerned, SLUH students are undaunted by the recent events
because they have talked to members of
Strategic Alliance, the Texas-based organization that sponsors the trip.
“Of course we’re worried about it, but
after talking to people that are down there

right now … they felt comfortable with (the
situation,) so we can definitely take their
word for it,” said senior Ben Merrill.
“We shouldn’t live in fear … I don’t
think the violence should stop us from going,”
said senior Louis Hotop, one of the student
leaders for the trip. Hotop said that safety
measures have been taken for this trip and
past ones, such as a buddy system in which
at least four students and an adult must be
present to go anywhere.
Those planning to go on the trip recently
had a meeting that included the students,
volunteers, and their parents. Hotop said that
while there was some questioning of whether
to go or not, people realized that “the trip is a
safe trip.” He said that there may have been
one dropout from the trip, but besides that,

see REYNOSA, 11

Students visit History Museum
for Black History Month
Pat Lynch
Core Staff

T

welve SLUH students, most from St.
Louis U. High’s ACES (Association
for Cultural Enrichment at SLUH), went
to the Missouri History Museum yesterday for the St. Louis Rams’ celebration of
Black History Month. The students were
led by English teacher Frank Kovarik and
Director of Diversity Robert Evans, and
went along with eight other schools in
the St. Louis area, including MaplewoodRichmond Heights and St. Louis Career
Academy. In addition to the St. Louis
Rams, Civitas and the Missouri History
Museum also sponsored the event.
The students arrived at the museum
around 3 p.m. and were divided into two
groups, who then went to two separate locations. One group took a tour of an exhibit
called “St. Louis in Black and White.”
Kovarik saw the tour guide’s presentation as a highlight of the event. The guide had
students reflect on the evils of slavery, but also
on two events in which St. Louisans stood
up for justice in their community: an 1861
protest that ended slave trading in St. Louis
four years before the nationwide abolition

of slavery, and a 1960 sit-in protesting racial
discrimination at Tropicana Lanes. The tour
guide himself participated in this protest.
While one group was on the tour, the
other group watched an excerpt from President Barack Obama’s Inaugural Address, and
later discussed the significance of the address.
Then the group watched a presentation about
Kenny Washington, the first African American to play in the National Football League.
The presentation emphasized Washington’s
role as a trailblazer.
They then engaged in a discussion with
panel of guests that included St. Louis linebacker Chris Draft, Reena Hajat, Executive
Director of the Diversity Awareness Partnership, and Jonathan Smith, a professor of
American Studies at St. Louis University.
Senior David Jones enjoyed the “direct
conversations” he got with the panel.
After each group did these activities,
they were broken into small groups to discuss
ways to improve race relations in the city of
St. Louis.
Sophomore Michael Blair enjoyed the
trip, saying, “It was good to be in contact
with people who you wouldn’t normally see
in any other circumstance.”
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Merrill,’09
wins May
ServiceAward

Nick Fandos
Staff

S

enior Ben Merrill was announced as
the St. Louis U. High winner of the
Archbishop May Service Award before
Wenesday’s all-school Mass. The award
recognizes the student who best demonstrates a call to justice in the community.
The award, given to one student at each
of the 29 high schools in the Archdiocese
of St. Louis, emphasizes the significance
of community service. Merrill volunteers
at several CSP sites, such as KEEN (Kids
Enjoy Exercise Now) and the Big Brother
program, but his service work goes beyond
just CSP. Merrill has twice been a participant
on the Mission Mexico trip—he is serving
as organizer for this year’s trip—and Urban
Challenge.
CSP director and award organizer Colleen Rockers emphasized the importance
of Merrill’s service beyond the SLUH
community. She explained that this year’s
award emphasizes “being a spokesperson
for societal justice,” and Merrill’ s work for
others beyond his own community fits the
award’s purpose.
Merrill credits his childhood for his drive
for societal justice. “My parents helped to get
me going on service at such a young age.”
said Merrill. He explained that their help
made involvement in community service an
easier process. Merrill started working at St.
Vincent de Paul when he was in grade school
and began SLUH CSP during his freshman
year.
Merrill explained that he is driven to
service by his desire to help people and the
feeling he gets from fulfilling that desire. “It
feels so good to me ... to help people out.” said
Merrill. He also explained the significance of
recognizing the differences of each service
opportunity. “When (the projects) are all in
my mind, I can focus on them differently ...
I like that,” said Merrill.
Merrill applied for the award with other
seniors earlier this year. Candidates for the
award are self-nominated and are required
to fill out a formal application. The applica

see MERRILL, 11
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Letters to the Editors

’08 graduates invite students to focus on justice

To the Editors:
We write because our Catholic faith calls us to action and to call
for justice. This letter is not meant to chastise or argue, but ask you
in this Lenten season to search for love in your hearts. How might
each of us, the Body of Christ, better love and give greater glory
to God this Lent?
Justice is in the very heart of Catholic teaching. It involves not
just charity and trying to “fix” problems in our world, but asking
why those problems exist. Why is there poverty? Why do we have
the death penalty? Why is there war? It is not simply enough to
combat them with soup lines, but we must battle the causes of the
evils in our world. We must be willing to address the roots of all
forms of oppression in our world. We must seek justice with our
service.
This brings us to our second point—the topic of abortion.
Throughout much of the abortion debate we have seen, there are
classically two sides—“Why do you like killing babies?” and “Why
are you trying to take away women’s rights?” We think neither

presents an adequate synopsis of the tragic problem we face. We
have yet to find a person who supports killing babies.
What issues of justice might we be overlooking in the abortion
debate? What issues and systems of injustice do we need to change
so there is no cause for having an abortion? Do women receive an
adequate, paid maternity leave? Or are they forced to quickly find a
baby-sitter and return to work? Many women, in fact, receive little
maternity leave or are forced to fight in a corporate “man’s” world
and have to prove all the more that they can compete. Do women
working lower-paying jobs have adequate access to child-care?
Many women cannot take any time off work or their family will
suffer. Do men have time to take off and care for the child and be
a positive male influence?
Do raped women have access to psychological aid? Or are
they forced to deal with the shame and humiliation that comes with
sexual abuse? Do we have free clinics to help care for children or do
parents have to fear the cruelty of bringing a child into the world?

To the Editors:
Edmund Burke, a British sympathizer to the Americans during the
Revolution, once said, “The only thing necessary for the triumph
of evil is for good men to do nothing.” To the SLUH community,
including not only students, but also faculty and parents: What
have we as a community done to combat abortion, the greatest evil
of our time?
Reading the letters to the editors from the last few editions of
the Prep News and listening to discussions in the hallways between
classmates, I am disturbed at how we have transformed protecting life into a political issue. Not only have we made the topic of
protecting life a political issue, but we have also made it a trivial
one.
During the election, for the most, the “abortion issue” was nowhere near as important as issues such as the economy, healthcare,
and the war on terror. When given the opportunity on Issues Day to

question a supporter of both McCain and Obama, only one question
concerned the Freedom of Choice Act.
On Election Day, over half of Catholics voted for a candidate
who explicitly promised to sign the most pro-abortion legislation
ever to come before Congress. Why was this? Not because Catholics
supported pro-choice views, but because other issues seemed to be
more important.
Instead of justifying voting for pro-choice candidates because
other issues were “more important,” why can’t we as a community
take action? After all, “Saint Louis University High is a Catholic,
Jesuit institution dedicated to building Christ’s kingdom of truth,
justice, love, and peace.” We cannot build Christ’s kingdom of love
through idle actions. Saying you are pro-life is NOT enough.
Even if our actions don’t eradicate abortion and fail to prevent
the passing of the Freedom of Choice Act, if one child is saved

To the Editors:
The most recent front page story regarding the students who were
suspended and expelled for involvement with marijuana seemed
to me to have breached the privacy and confidentiality rights that
all students have at SLUH, guaranteed by Dr. Moran and the administration.
First, I want to make clear that this is not a personal attack
on the author of the article, any of the Prep News’ members, or its
moderator. I also do understand that it is the job of the Prep News to
report, for the most part, unbiased material and events that happen
in and around the SLUH community every week.
With that said, I think that this article not only cast a negative
shadow on SLUH, but also gave unneeded, negative attention to
the students about whom this article was written. The student, who

not only was expelled for selling drugs on SLUH property, but also
might be facing criminal charges in the near future, does not need
students and faculty as well as parents and alumni knowing details
about this embarrassing situation.
Dr. Moran said at the most recent forum that student discipline
is and should be kept confidential in the defense of the student and
any feelings the student might have of embarrassment. With this
article, the Prep News might as well have mentioned the students’
names if the author was going to write as in-depth an article as he
did. I do acknowledge that the author spoke to the students involved,
with those students being his main sources for the article. However,
I do not think that the students that were interviewed were under the
impression that the article was going to be as in-depth and long as
it was, not to mention the cover story.

see 08, 12

Carson, ’10 asks for greater pro-life effort

see CARSON, 12

Bucchino, ’09 questions reporting

see BUCCHINO, 12
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Billmeyer, Leahy, ’09, say blue OVER white

To the editors:
CLASSIFIED GOVERNMENT FILE. BURN AFTER READING.
All right, I don’t have long to talk. I think they’re watching me.
Here’s the deal. I am locked in what I think is a pre-historic cave-cell
20,000 years in the past right now, and the rest of the student body
of SLUH has vanished somewhere. I have arranged that this letter
be printed on this date on this page and read by you right now. Boo!
Sorry, I just like the idea of blowing your mind. But seriously, it’s
all real. I wish I could say “I love you” and stuff to my family, but
there are more important matters at hand, and plus I’m still a little
ticked off at you Mom for hugging me in public on what I think
would have been tomorrow. So I have tasks that I need all of you
to fulfill in order to save yourselves from the past.
First, buy that State package we’re selling. If you haven’t already
heard, it’s ten dollars for a pizza meal, a bus ride to the game, and
free admission. Everybody should get this package, except for senior
and cousin Robbie Fonke. You will get bus sickness and vomit all
over the bus driver, causing an untimely pileup on 40. Nobody dies,
though. Boesch will have pictures.
Second, there will be a semi-mandatory pep rally in the gym on
Wednesday during Activity period. DO NOT DO YOUR HOMEWORK!! If you miss this pep rally, you will not be ‘pepared’ for
the game, which could result in a pulled muscle or mussel.
Third, there will be a screening of the Disney movie MIRACLE,
which portrays the second coming of Jesus in 1980 through the character Herb Brooks. This will be shown after school on Wednesday,
and the location is to be determined. I tried to show it in room 315C,

but because of the whole capacity issue, the floor fell through. Let
the present Jack Leahy know about that one. He’s a bit of a fool.
Finally...
Twenty-two of our brothers are about to embark on a frosty
and treacherous journey. Will Napoleon lead our brothers through
the brutally cold midland of Russia? Will they march 1,529 miles
of land desolated by scorched-earth policy? Will they seek the New
World via Beringia from Eastern Siberia?
Don’t bother answering these questions. The paper can’t hear
you. My point is that more difficult and dangerous than all of these
feats is the 45-minute long battle that our brothers will face against
CBC Wednesday night. Instead of rifles and rare animals, our brothers will fight this battle with wooden sticks that can barely pierce
human flesh. Cavemen, sticks of Zeus (thundersticks), and flying,
raw sea creatures will be there to help our brothers along the way,
but it won’t be enough.
We need you. All of you. And thou (you) mustn’t wear the
flowery colors of our neighbors gone west. I want you all, my SLUH
brothers, sisters, and extended family, to wear two coats of protection
to this battle. The outermost layer must be blue. This outer layer is
only expected to last for the first two periods of the game, and can be
bought outside the cafeteria. The bottom layer should be white, for
no better reason than it’s your typical undershirt color. Then, in the
final period of the battle, I will call on you to shed your outer layer
and down to your white, or bare skin, whichever you choose.
There needs to be 1,100 students at the game, and all of these
instructions must be carried out. If you fail, I cannot describe in

see HOCKEY, 13

Newsham, ’10, encourages Lenten vegetarianism
To the Editors:
As we enter the season of Lent, we make sacrifices. Some of us
will give up something like candy, some of us our favorite show,
some of us the iPods that we are constantly plugged into. For six
weeks, we pull away from one of the myriad attachments that keep
us tied to our lives. Lent, though, isn’t just a time to gripe or to rue
missing a good dessert. Lent is the time for us to remember Christ’s
rejections of sin in a desert of demons, and for us Christians to
pull ourselves from that worldly whirlwind of desires and wants,
to strip away and face those demons that hold us back from giving
ourselves to God.
All too often, though, we miss the whole point of Lent. Who
says they give up fast food with the purpose of growing closer to
God? Lent is a time to change our lives, to work on cutting out the
dependencies and doing something more fulfilling, like making an
effort to go to Mass more frequently. Let’s make this Lent more than
a time to “wipe our feet” before we go into Easter. Lent is a time to
do a “180” in our increasingly spiritually devoid and materialistically enslaved lives.
With that in mind, I’d like to invite you all to make a change,
to cut one of the greatest worldly addictions we have. Every year
in the United States, 10,000,000,000 animals are killed for food,

the vast majority shuffled through a wasteful and corrupt system in
cramped and agonizing conditions until their painful deaths. In 2002,
Pope Benedict XVI issued a statement saying that “Animals, too, are
God’s creatures . . . Certainly, a sort of industrial use of creatures...
seems to me in fact to contradict the relationship of mutuality that
comes across in the Bible,” driving home many points made by his
predecessor Pope John Paul II.
This Lent, on behalf of the newly inaugurated SLUH Vegetarians,
I encourage you to make a sacrifice that really means something.
Cutting down or eliminating meat from one’s diet with a plan in
mind can lead to profound improvements in one’s health and offer
a huge benefit to the environment in cutting out an industry’s worth
of greenhouse gases and chemical and animal waste that have led
to the suffering of untold thousands. There are more reasons than I
can fit in this letter, and I encourage anyone interested to stop in on
our next meetings. It will be hard—you can take it from a guy who
made the same choice one liturgical year ago—but in identifying
and reducing or eliminating our dependence on animal flesh, we
follow in the paths of St. Francis of Assisi, St. Anthony of Padua,
and lay reformers like Cesar Chavez and Dorothy Day, and snap
one more sinew that ties us to our slavery to desire.
						
Jack Newsham ’10
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Semis: Check. SLUH past Howell, 5-1 (2-0)

Tony Billmeyer
Staff

T

wo squids, 150 thundersticks, an estimated 300 whited-out students, and
two wins is what it took for the St. Louis
U. High hockey team to advance through
the semifinals past Francis Howell Central
Saturday night. The Collegebills bounced
back from a 2-0 loss in game one to win
the second semifinal game by a convincing 5-1 score, forcing a ten minute minigame in which the Jr. Bills came away
with a 2-0 victory and a ticket to the Scottrade Center to face off against CBC for
the championship.
Senior captain Jack Berger commented
on the difference in SLUH’s play from the
first game to the second, “The first game, we
just weren’t really mentally there. We didn’t
come out and play hard and we just didn’t
play well. The second game we were facing
elimination and we had a lot of energy and
a lot of intensity and we just came out and
had a great game.”

The We’veGotJesusbills wasted no time created a similar number of opportunities
taking control of the game. They got on the in the first game, but failed to capitalize on
scoreboard with a goal from senior assistant any of their 34 shots.
captain Colin FitzGerald in the first two
“We shot the puck at the goalie, in
minutes.
his mid-section,
Senior cap20 out of the
tain Connor
34 times,” said
Quinn commentcoach Charlie
ed on the imporBusenhart of the
tance of getting
frustrating shutthe first goal,
out loss.
“We didn’t even
The pressure
get the first goal
paid off with a
against Webster.
minute left in the
It was huge to get
first period, when
the crowd into it.
senior Kevin
All the momen- Senior captain Jack Berger splits two Francis Howell defensemen. Corby knocked
tum, right from the start, was on our side.” in a rebound from in front of the net for
The early lead lasted until FHC equal- the go-ahead and eventual game-winning
ized five minutes later. But the SLUH crowd goal.
maintained its intensity, and the Busiebills
The U. High momentum spilled over into
used the Olympic-sized Chesterfield rink to the second period, and sophomore Jackson
their advantage by applying pressure to both Hoffman extended the Jr. Bill’s lead to two,
wings and down the middle to create numer- sniping the top corner with a slap shot from
ous scoring opportunities. The Fuhrbills
see ON ICE, 9
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Basketbills done after central corridor losses

Rob Bertucci
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High basketball team
(13-14) went on the road to Webster
Groves last Thursday and gave the 20-4
Statesmen all they could handle. Monday
night, the Jr. Bills suffered a heart-breaking first-round playoff loss to district rival
Kirkwood, ending the team’s 2008-2009
season.
The Jr. Bills entered their match-up with
Webster as the clear underdogs.
“Webster was definitely the favorite,”
said senior guard Matt Lynch. “No one
thought that we had any chance to win, but
we liked that. In the huddle we said that we
had nothing to lose, and we played a great
game.”
Both teams settled into half-court offenses and found their rhythm by dribble
penetrating and kicking against the other’s
man-to-man defense. Both sides drove strong
to the hole and made great cuts. The score
shifted back and forth throughout the first
half, but in the final minutes the Statesmen
began to pull away and increased their lead to

ten points with a buzzer-beater at the half.
The Jr. Bills shot 60.6 percent from the
field in the game (their highest shootingpercentage all season), and really heated
up from beyond the arc in the third quarter.
Led by junior guard Mike Mayberger, who
hit three three-pointers in the third quarter
and scored 33 on the night (a season-high for
the Jr. Bills), the HickFromFrenchLickbills
came back to take the lead with four minutes
to play in the quarter.
“I don’t want to say that Mayberger
surprised anyone because we all knew he
could play,” Lynch said. “But the way he
improved and stepped up for us this season
was incredible.”
But junior guard Tim Cooney picked
up his third foul in the final minutes of the
quarter and retired to the bench. Without
Cooney on the floor, the Jr. Bill offense
slowed, and Webster scored six unanswered
points to end the third.
The Statesmen tightened up on defense
in the final frame and took away the Jr. Bills’
perimeter shots. With just over a minute to

see ORANGE, 8
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Junior Tim Cooney elevates over Kirkwood
players before Pioneer fans. SLUH lost
the district game 62-52 and are now
eliminated from the playoffs.
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Conley first ever SLUH sophomore to medal at State

Michael Lumetta
Reporter

S

ophomore Espen Conley became the
first St. Louis U. High wrestler to
medal at the Missouri State High School
Activities Association (MSHSAA) tournament since Dave Caldwell’s ’05 fourthplace medal in 2005. Conley placed sixth
in the 152-pound bracket at Class 4. He
and junior Peter Everson represented
SLUH at Mizzou Arena in Columbia last
weekend.
After both qualifiers were introduced
during the March of Champions, Conley,
a third seed, began the wrestling for SLUH
Thursday night against Blue Springs South
senior Quinton Perrin. Though neither
wrestler could expose the other’s back for
nearfall, the two wrestled aggressively and
traded takedowns and escapes throughout
the match, only to end the six minutes of
regulation in a 13-13 deadlock.
Conley hit a sweep and finished it at
the edge of the mat eleven seconds into the
sudden-death overtime to beat a tired Perrin
and advance to the quarterfinals with a 15-13
decision.
Conley said that at the beginning of
overtime, he “thought about what (he) did

wrong (in his last overtime match)” and that
he knew he “had to attack first.”
Head coach Jon Ott called the match “a
gutsy performance.” He said, “Despite being
tired and not wrestling as well as he possibly
could, he was still able to get the important
takedowns and finish the match.”
Everson opened against Hazelwood
West senior Devon Brun, the top-seeded 171
from District 2. Everson had previously lost
to Brun by a 17-2 tech fall in the Hazelwood
West-SLUH dual on Dec. 17. Brun also
dominated the second meeting and locked
up a reverse half for the pin 22 seconds into
the third period.
The loss placed Everson in the wrestleback bracket, where he faced Lee’s Summit
junior Josh Howard. With Everson on top
with a two-point lead in the third, Howard
worked his way straight to a front headlock
and spun behind. The referees awarded
Howard with the one-point escape and twopoint takedown rather than just the two-point
reversal.
“(The bad call) changed the complexion
of the match,” said Ott.
Everson then tied the match with a standup. Shortly afterward, the table workers did
not start the clock on a restart from neutral.

Howard scored a takedown at the edge of the
mat, and the referees called time though the
clock showed time remaining.
Everson explained his perspective of the
strange sequence at the end of the match: “He
tried to throw me and whiffed, and I landed
on top of him. I (definitely) thought I had
two, and he reversed me for two. The ref
said two for him, end of match. The coaches
were furious. Even the other coach agreed
when I went to shake his hand.”
Ott and assistant coach Todd Clements
immediately protested the decision to end the
match. Ott explained, “The assistant referee
told me that the clock had not started and there
was no time left at all because he had been
counting down in his head, apparently.”
Conley continued his surprising run
through the championship bracket Friday
with a 5-4 decision over August Boucher, a
No. 1 seed. Though the majority of the first
period yielded no score, Boucher struck
first by sprawling and circling on Conley’s
shot. Conley reversed Boucher on a switch
shortly afterward to even the match and got
a free point for an escape at the start of the
second to take a 3-2 lead.
However, Boucher escaped to start the

of a possible 600). Hermsmeier and Jones
qualified by scoring in the top 50 of those
who did not win their state tournaments,
with scores of 562 and 559, respectively.
Hermsmeier also won the smallbore state
title to qualify for the Junior Olympics, with
a score of 562.
The Olympic Training Center rifle range
is unique in that it is one of the few rifle ranges
in the United States to use electronic targets,
which SLUH’s rifle team has not encountered
this year. Coach Will Bresnahan said that
the electronic target system “eliminates the
human aspect of scoring ... there is complete
anonymity; there is no human error.”
Jones said that he is excited to go to
Colorado Springs for the competition. He
said, “It’s going to be a psychological challenge competing against so many shooters
in one place on such a large stage. I’m really
anxious and excited because I have not done
it before and it will be a new experience. The

key will be to stay cool.”
Hermsmeier, who is also competing in
the small-bore .22 caliber competition, said
“This is my first time going to Colorado, and
I’ve heard a lot of good things about it. I’m
really excited.”
Senior Jason Nienhaus, who competed
in the Junior Olympics last year, said, “I
was surprised by my results in my first year
shooting this match. I’m hoping to do better
going back with two years of experience.”
The Precisionbills will arrive at the U.S.
Olympic Training Center on April 9, where
they will check in to the resident athlete
dormitories at the training center. The Jr.
Bills will have the rest of the afternoon at
the range to practice shooting in an open
range.
The next afternoon, the standing air rifle
matches will take place, when two groups
of competitors will shoot 60 shots each. The
final matches are then held on Saturday.

see STATE, 8

Four SLUH riflers to shoot in Junior Olympics

Curtis Riganti
Staff

F

our members of the St. Louis U. High
rifle team will spend their Easter
weekend in Colorado Springs, Colo. for
the National Junior Olympics Championship. Senior Jason Nienhaus and juniors
Mitch Jones and Dan Hermsmeier will
represent the team in the air rifle competition. Although not shooting in the air rifle
competition, junior Houston Barber will
compete in the air pistol tournament.
The top two shooters at the competition
will be invited to join the Olympic development team until 2012, and they will gain full
access to national ranges and coaches, as
well as compete in overseas matches.
The SLUH students qualified for the Junior Olympics in early January at the Pioneer
Gun Club in Kansas City. Nienhaus won the
state competition with a score of 565 (out
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has outscored opponents 173-26 and has
beaten SLUH thrice (see box), most recently
8-0.
“We are definitely not the favorites,”
said SLUH coach Charlie Busenhart. “People
expect us to lose this game.”
SLUH has scored just one goal on aptlynamed CBC goalie Tim Knox in 135 minutes
this year. In the 8-0 loss, CBC dictated play
from the start and took the lead within four
minutes. Busenhart said he plans to devote
one of his team’s two remaining practices to
“a very aggressive scrimmage” between the
team’s top two lines. “Hopefully, that will
produce the type of play that will get us the
first goal of the game,” he said.
SLUH has not scored first in any playoff
game, excepting the mini-game. They will be
hard-pressed to mount a comeback against
Knox and the rest of the Cadet defense.
CBC, on the other hand, has made a
habit of scoring early and often. The team’s
first line of forwards—seniors Nick Saracino,
Alex Roth, and Dominic Valencia—have
combined for 100 points and, in their second
quarterfinal game against Lindbergh, scored
11 seconds into the game. The Cadets have
scored at least four goals in every playoff
game.
“Their top two lines, especially the
(senior captain Jack) Berger line, and our
top two lines are quite equally capable of
scoring,” said CBC coach John Jost. “We
also have four capable lines and six capable
defensemen, and we use them all.”
Indeed, the secret of the Cadet juggernaut
lies in its depth. Eight Cadets have scored
at least ten goals, every player in CBC’s
top two lines plays AAA club hockey, and
their third and fourth lines are stacked with
both experienced upperclassmen and young
skill players. SLUH has just one AAA skater
(Berger) and is less proven beyond their
second line.
CBC not only scores fast but also
skates fast. Their advantage in team speed,
according to senior goalie Ryan Boschert,
necessitates a strong back-checking game
(transitioning quickly back into defense).
“The defense will have to play their
best game of the year for us to win,” said
Boschert. “We can’t let (CBC) set up in the
slot or give up tic-tac-toe passes.”
Boschert played well in each of the final-
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ists’ first two regular season meetings, both
close wins for CBC. In the second game, the
teams were tied 0-0 in the final minute of the
third period before a Cadet shot ricoched off
a skate and past Boschert. SLUH had missed
on a breakaway moments earlier.
“We feel we can beat them,” said senior

Tale of the Tape
SLUH vs. CBC in ’08-’09

November 22, 2008: CBC 3 SLUH 1
The Cadets scored two early first period
goals. Kevin Corby cut the lead to one on a
power play goal, but SLUH could muster no
more. The Jr. Bills gave up an empty-netter
and lost 3-1.
December 15, 2008: CBC 2 SLUH 0
Senior goalie Ryan Boschert made 28 saves,
and SLUH shut out the Cadets for 44 munites.
The score remained nil-nil until late in the
third period when CBC forward Eric Aldag
slung a cross-ice prayer on net as he was
falling down. The puck struck senior Connor
Quinn’s skate and went in with 37 seconds
left. CBC added another empty-net goal at
the buzzer to make the final score 2-0.
January 9, 2009: CBC 8 SLUH 0
CBC dominated this chippy contest. They
jumped out to a 3-0 lead by the end of the
first period and went on to demolish the Jr.
Bills 8-0. Senior Kevin Corby, sick with
the flu, dropped CBC’s Alex Roth in a third
period fight. Both players received one-game
suspensions for the altercation.
—compiled by Pat Lynch
Colin FitzGerald. “We can’t be intimidated
by their scoring or their physical play because
we know they can all shoot and they can all
hit. We’ll just have to come out confident.”
How each team handles the pressure
from playing before thousands of people
in Scottrade Center and many more on Fox
Sports Network remains to be seen.
“I hope experience will come into play,”
said CBC coach Jost. “Some of our kids
have played in this game three, four years
in a row.”
SLUH players’ Scottrade experience has
been limited to four players’ participation in
a promotional shootout during intermission
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at a Blues game last month. Busenhart remembers coaching in the eight-team Pucks
of Power tournament at the then-Kiel Center
in 1995.
“I’ve told our guys, when you go to
Scottrade, you have to not feel like you’re
in a huge cavern and everyone’s looking at
you,” said Busenhart. “The rink is no bigger
than, say, Affton rink.”
The Scottrade rink is actually 15 feet
smaller widthwise than SLUH’s Chesterfield
semifinal venue.
“It’s better to play (CBC) on the smaller
rink than it would be on Olympic at Chesterfield, because they can’t use their speed
as much,” said senior forward Kevin Corby.
“That’s how we got killed last year against
Chaminade.”
Busenhart said the one major difference
between Scottrade and conventional high
school venues is that Scottrade is much hotter,
having an air temperature of 40-50 degrees
Fahrenheit compared to the usual 20-30. This
means two things: one, both teams will have
to rotate lines more frequently, which plays
to to CBC’s depth; and two, the ice will be
softer and slower, which significantly lessens
CBC’s speed advantage.
Busenhart is confident his third and
fourth lines can rise to the challenge, though.
“I am positive that, especially with the way
those lines played against Francis Howell
(Central), our third and fourth lines can play
with (CBC),” he said.
Both teams were one hundred percent
healthy as of press time. While CBC blew
out every playoff opponent in the series’ first
games (and so afforded to coast through the
second legs), SLUH barely escaped a minigame in round one and elimination in round
three.
“The crowd was huge, the best it’s ever
been,” said senior defenseman Connor Quinn
of the crowd at Saturday’s semifinals. “They
really raised the bar for us. ... I’ve never heard
the rink so loud.”
SLUH is mobilizing to get an even bigger cheering section to Scottrade on a school
night. The school e-mailed all parents offering both students and parents a $10 package
that includes a pizza dinner in the cafeteria, a
bus ride to and from the game, and admission
to the game. Additionally, Thursday will be a
late start schedule (8:50 a.m. homeroom).
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play, Cooney was whistled for a charging
violation and fouled out of the game.
Down three scores, SLUH put the
Statesmen on the charity stripe. Webster
made their free throws, while the KryptoNateRobinsonbills stayed cold from outside.
The Statesmen maintained their lead for the
victory, 75-65.
The Jr. Bills and the Kirkwood Pioneers
clashed in the first round of districts. The
two teams split their pair of regular season
matches, but Kirkwood’s superior record
earned them home-court advantage in the
playoff game.
The Jr. Bills took an early 6-0 lead, with
Cooney setting the pace on offense. But the
Pioneers established the tone for a back-andforth game in which a mere six-point lead
would not suffice. The first quarter alone was
marked by three lead changes and five ties.
SLUH scored last in the quarter for a 15-13
lead.
Cooney continued to lead the offense
from the point in the second quarter, but
the Pioneers went blow for blow with the
high-powered Jr. Bills offense.
“In our last game against them, we forced
them to take a lot of pull-up jumpers, shots

that we wanted them to take,” said Lynch.
“This time, we let them get to the basket
too easily. Once we started worrying about
that, they were able to find open shots on the
perimeter.”
At half-time, Kirkwood led the EasyEdMacauleybills 27-24.
Late in the third quarter, the Pioneers
began to pull away. They went on a 5-0 run
that gave them their largest lead of the night.
Down the stretch, the Jr. Bills struggled to
regain momentum. Lynch (still recovering
from a weekend bout of food poisoning) and
Mayberger uncharacteristically missed open
three-pointers, and Cooney, who finished the
night with a double-double (23 points and 10
rebounds), was unable to lead the comeback
for the Jr. Bills. The Jr. Bills ended their
season in tough loss, 62-52.
“We didn’t shoot very well,” head coach
John Ross said, “and we needed the defense
to carry us. They got a bunch of easy lay-ups
that our defense should have prevented.”
“It wasn’t the way we wanted to end the
season,” said junior guard Jake Fechter, “but
we have a strong core of guys returning and
we are looking forward to next season.”

...And to dust you shall return
PHOTO BY ZAC BOESCH

Ralph Houlihan, S.J.
blesses the more than
1,200 Ash Wednesday
Mass-goers before the
Gospel reading. “Do
not store up for
youselves treasures on
earth, where moth and
rust consume and where
thieves break in and
steal,” says Jesus in the
Gospel. “But store up
for yourselves treasures
in heaven,” he continues, “where neither
moth nor rust consumes
and where thieves do
not break in and steal.
For where your treasure
is, there your heart will
be also.”
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third and tie the match. He then shot in on
a low single and lifted Conley’s ankles to
place Conley in a dangerous position, but
when he tried to finish Conley rolled him
and came out on top for the crucial go-ahead
takedown.
Conley used up a large portion of the
third period by riding Boucher. Boucher stood
up, but he could not take Conley down in
the remaining time. The 5-4 decision earned
Conley a berth in the semifinals, which, as
Vice President for School Spirit Jack Leahy
announced over the intercom Friday afternoon, guaranteed Conley a state medal.
Conley met Francis Howell Central
junior Andrew Buffa in the semifinals Friday
night. Buffa, the third-ranked 152 in Class 4,
shot in with his attacking sweep many times
en route to a 7-2 decision. Though Conley
succeeded in fending off multiple attacks,
Buffa finished three times for takedowns to
gain a spot in the championship match.
With the loss, Conley moved on to
wrestle senior Jim Layton of the rival DeSmet
Spartans. Earlier this season, Layton pinned
Conley in the quarterfinals of the Spartan and
in the final of the Vianney Tournament. He
defeated Conley again but did not approach
his previous dominance. Layton controlled
most of the match to win 8-2.
The fifth place match pitted Conley
against Rockhurst’s Alex Wurtz. Wurtz
scored early takedowns and rolled to an 11-2
major decision. Conley finished the season
with a 32-18 record and, more importantly,
a sixth-place state medal.
Both wrestlers look to improve their
standing at state next season.
Everson said that he intends to reach the
medal stand next year in his final season at
SLUH. “Where I was at as a wrestler (this
year) wasn’t going to get me on the medal
stand at state, which is the only thing that matters,” he commented on his performance.
“There’s nowhere to go but up placingwise,” said Conley.
Ott said that the two qualifiers’ showing at state this year, particularly Conley’s
medal, sets a strong precedent for the team
next season. “Anytime you have a standout
performer like that, it influences everybody
else as well,” he said.
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“There’s still that 26 percent out there
that have taken some risks that we would
prefer they didn’t take,” said Moran. He said
that many of those cases are probably onetime use “peer pressure” situations where
a student “realized it was a bad choice and
decided not to do it again.” Moran thinks that
the nine percent who reported use in the past
30 days is more representative of students
who have made marijuana use a habit.
The North Central survey only questioned juniors, but according to statistics and
students, marijuana use increases from freshman to senior year. Of the juniors surveyed,
only six had used marijuana before age 15
out of the 34 who reported ever having used
marijuana. None of the freshmen interviewed
said they had ever seen or heard of any of
their classmates using marijuana.
Numbers increased as age went up, and
71 percent of marijuana users reported that
they started at 15 or 16 years old. However,
sophomore Logan Hayward said that among
sophomores, marijuana use was still only a
whisper.
“I’ve heard people talk about (marijuana
use), but (have) never seen it used directly,”
he said. Hayward estimated that he had heard
of “less than ten” of his classmates smoking
marijuana.
“There’s more opportunity after three
years for something like (marijuana use) to
happen,” said Moran of the larger tendency
for juniors and seniors to use marijuana.
However, drug use on the whole is
confined to small groups. Junior Aric Rhodes said that the marijuana use he has seen
or heard about exists in a small, contained
subculture. A few students, who wished to
remain anonymous, said they smoked in
groups of five or six. Some said they had
smoked before coming to school. Most nonsmoking students interviewed said that the
drug use they were aware of, if they were
aware of any, took place only as an isolated
minority at SLUH.
“I don’t see it enough to be a big deal,”
said Rhodes. “It’s not spread out through everyone; it’s just isolated in certain groups.”
Several marijuana users said they bought
their marijuana from other SLUH students.
One anonymous SLUH marijuana dealer
said he sells “a little less than an ounce” of
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marijuana each week, including sales to five
SLUH students, who sometimes, in turn, further distribute the marijuana “like branches
on a tree,” connecting the underground drug
scene. He thought that more than just a few
kids used marijuana and that numbers could
be deceptive because “not everyone talks
about it, and the only ones that do are more
reckless.”
Nevertheless, another anonymous student who said he had sold marijuana claimed
he had never sold any to a SLUH student
because not many students would buy it.
Moran said that although no involvement with drugs is acceptable, dealing drugs
is one behavior that he “wouldn’t be happy
until the number is zero.” The North Central
survey reported that 12 percent of students
had ever been offered or bought an illegal
drug on school property; however, that number included alcohol. Nineteen percent had
answered “yes” to an identical question on
the 2005 North Central survey. “It’s moving
in the right direction ... there’s obviously
something we’re doing right out there,” said
Moran of current efforts to discourage drugs
on campus.
“There’s so much of this that falls into the
hands of the students to understand their responsibility in being here,” he continued.
The Parent-Student Handbook specifies
that drug use “at or before a SLUH-sponsored
event may result in up to five days of in or
out of school suspension ..., placement on
disciplinary probation, and possibly a review
of a student’s continued enrollment.”
However, Moran said that the administration takes each disciplinary drug abuse
case individually, using the Parent-Student
Handbook as “guidelines, but not prescriptive” of punishments. He said that each case is
reviewed to determine the best course toward
recovery from drug use in order to address
the question of “how we help (a student)
toward wellness” alongside punishments.
A review by a professional counselor
is obligatory for any drug-related problem,
and guidance counselor David Mouldon
said he encounters students every year with
drug problems as a counselor and as part of
SLUH’s Care Team, a group of eleven faculty
members that meets weekly to discuss many
student issues, including drug use.
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“It’s a clearinghouse to discuss at-risk
students,” said Mouldon of the Care Team.
“We discuss what possible plans of action are
for helping a student. ... We address whether
or not we are doing enough with education
and pro-active measures to deal with drug
problems.”
Several measures are in place now as
preemptive, educational solutions to drug
problems. The Wellness Club hosts events
and speakers on a wide-range of health related
issues, including drug use. Wellness Club
moderator Craig Hannick said that the club
will feature a speaker in March. T.R.E.N.D.
is another student organization to provide
activities that keep kids away from drug
use.
“I’d love it if there were no mistakes,”
said Moran. “But we’re headed in the right
direction.”

ON ICE

(from 5)
the blue line. Hoffman doubled his playoff
goal tally later in the period on a goal set up
from behind the net by senior captain Jack
Berger.
Junior Brandon Eversgerd added an
empty net goal late in the third period, and the
5-1 SLUH win forced a mini-game to decide
who would take on CBC in the finals.
The intensity from the U. High faithful
peaked in the first half of the ten minute
mini-game, but the crowd was deflated by an
early penalty called on SLUH. The Jagerbills
killed the first half of the penalty committed
by Phil Luongo before the officials evened
the play to 4-on-4 with a tripping penalty
against the Vikings.
After the SLUH penalty expired, junior
Connor Frick sent the large crowd into a
frenzy when he finished a cross-ice pass from
senior Joe Cella. Corby then found net from
the left slot on a power play with two minutes
remaining to seal the mini-game win.
“It seems like the whole year (we’ve
played) better when our backs (have been) up
against the ropes,” commented FitzGerald.
Busenhart stressed getting off to a good
start, “If we can get the first goal down at
Scottrade, then it’s going to be our game.
Give us a large crowd, and we plan to please
you.”
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Conno1ly, ’96, featured
chef on Nightline

Eric Lewis
Reporter

P

rofessional chef Patrick Connolly,
’96, appeared on ABC’s Nightline on
Feb. 13 to teach hapless romantics how to
prepare a three-course dinner for their significant others just in time for Valentine’s
Day.
Connolly, known for his creativity,
wanted to break away from the traditional
Valentine cooking show.
“Those types of programs get a little stuffy
at times,” he said in an e-mail, “so I tried
to have a little fun with it … like rapping
about a chicken.”
Connolly’s career in cuisine, like his television appearance, has hardly been typical.
It started with Connolly’s taste for obscure
snacks such as grape jelly pizza, which is
“cooked the night before, then refrigerated
… (then) the jelly is squeezed on top and the
whole dish is (served) cold.” Dishes like these
may seem an odd choice for a sophisticated
chef’s palate, but Connolly has become well
known for bursting creativity.
After working at several area restaurants to
help pay for college, Connolly decided that
cooking was “what I really loved to do and
would be happiest doing everyday.”

Thomas Keller’s The French Laundry Cookbook inspired him to leave St. Louis and
move to Providence to enter Johnson and
Wales’ Culinary School. “(I) saw a glimpse
into what food could be and I was hooked,”
said Connolly.
Connolly then moved to Boston to work
at a restaurant called Radius, where he would
stay for the next six years. “I worked through
the entire kitchen there and ultimately went
from cook to sous chef to chef de cuisine
to executive chef,” he said. “I pretty much
grew up professionally there  it was an
incredible experience.”
At the end of his Boston stint, Connolly
received the James Beard Award for Best
Chef: Northeast, which covers Connecticut,
Maine, New Hampshire, upstate New York,
Rhode Island, and Vermont.
“(Beard) was sort of the godfather of
American cuisine,” Connolly explained.
“He was the first person who really argued that America had a culinary identity and
… didn’t have to forever be in the shadow
of France, Spain, and Italy.”
New York City’s Bobo, a four-star restaurant in The West Village, is Connolly’s
current stomping ground. “I’ve been able

see NIGHTLINE, 13

Diversity Council in formation

Chris Brennan
News Editor

H

oping to increase the dialogue about
diversity at St. Louis U. High, members of the faculty met on Tuesday, Feb.
17 in the school’s first Diversity Council.
The council was brought together by Diversity Director Robert Evans, who contacted 15 faculty and staff members to talk
about what such a council would do.
Counselor Nina See said the attendees
of the meeting “talked about what our experience of diversity was,” in addition to
deciding what the mission of the Diversity
Council will be.
The council left with the mission to
observe SLUH and see what is being done
to support diversity. Spanish teacher Miriam
Aliste, who attended the meeting, said the

group’s homework is to “do some research
to see what the school is already doing to
address diversity in all aspects” beyond the
traditional notion that diversity is only about
race.
The group itself is also diverse. Evans
invited a faculty member from every department as well as some from the business side
of the school.
Evans has been working to stimulate
conversation in the school about diversity.
One example is his letter to the Prep News
asking for responses about Black History
Month and what the school should do for
it. So far he has received no replies.
Evans said that one of the reasons behind the Diversity Council is that “(SLUH)
definitely (needs) more than one voice,” in
the discussion about what can be done to
promote diversity.
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Chris Lowney
to speak at
Father-Son
Banquet

Patrick O’Leary
Staff

C

hristopher Lowney is set to speak at
the Father-Son Banquet on March
1. Lowney is a former Jesuit and is well
versed in economic affairs due to his extensive J.P. Morgan & Co. background.
The Fathers’Club met last year to discuss
who they wanted to speak at the banquet. At
the meeting, several names were thrown out,
including Lowney’s. The club decided on
Lowney. The Assistant to the Provincial for
Advancement for the Missouri Jesuit Province Thom Digman had known of Lowney
for a while and met him in April of last year.
When they met, Digman talked to Lowney
about coming to Saint Louis when he met
him, and Lowney seemed interested.
Digman said that the Fathers’ Club’s
purpose is “to give opportunities for fathers
and sons to interact.” They want to give fathers and sons a chance to hear an inspiring
message. In the past few years, the speaker
at the banquet has been someone related to
sports, such as Olympic gold medalist Janet
Evans. Digman said that there are plenty of
inspiring people in sports, but they are not
the only inspiring people out there.
At the banquet, Lowney will be talking
about the history of the Jesuits. He will talk
about the ways in which the Jesuits principles
can lead to success. Lowney discusses these
principles and how they can be useful in
the twenty-first century in his book Heroic
Leadership:Best Practices from a 450-YearOld Company That Changed the World.
Lowney also wrote two other books,
entitled A Vanished World: Medieval Spain’s
Golden Age of Enlightenment, and Heroic
Living.
His first book, Heroic Leadership, was
published in 2003 and describes the Jesuits as
a company. He describes the Jesuits’ ideals of
self-awareness, ingenuity, love and heroism
and how these ideas, created in the sixteenth

see LOWNEY, 11
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(from 2)
tion not only requires logistics in regards to
service hours but a reflection as well. The
applicant must define service and explain
what it means to him, explained Rockers.
The applications are then considered by a
committee consisting of the Campus Ministry and Counseling departments as well
as administrators and several other faculty
members. Rockers then gathers the evaluated
applications and tabulates the results.
Rockers said that she informed Merrill
he would receive the award in December,
but the official announcement came at this
week’s Ash Wednesday Mass.

Along with the other 28 recipients,
Merrill will participate in a day of service
next Friday, March 5, and will receive his
award on April 29 at a formal reception at
St. Louis University’s Busch Student Center.
The reception will feature a speech from
auxiliary bishop Robert Hermann as well
as a past recipient. In addition to the day of
service and reception, a prayer from Merrill
and each of his fellow recipients will appear
in the St. Louis Review later this year.
Rockers noted the strength of applicants this year. “(Ben) was in stiff
competition,” said Rockers and added
it was difficult to choose one winner.

“Ben doesn’t toot his own horn ... he’s
joyful, and he’s a servant,” said Rockers
about Merrill. “He does a lot around here
that nobody knows about.”
Merrill’s counselor and award committee member David Mouldon noted Merrill’s
service to STUCO as another qualification.
Mouldon also added that the strength of Merrill’s faith life made him an ideal candidate
for the award.
Despite an increasingly busy schedule,
Merrill hopes to continue the level of service
he has achieved. He will go on the Mission
Mexico trip this spring and hopes to continue serving the community wherever his
collegiate experience takes him.

(from 2)
everyone decided to continue as planned.
Many other area schools go on the same
trip to Reynosa, including a group from St.
Joseph’s Academy. Senior Mary Erker, one
of St. Joseph’s leaders, said that out of the 77
people that planned to go, fourteen students
and six adults have dropped out so far after a
meeting on Monday. Those not wishing to go
anymore have to respond by next Monday,
senior Connie McCollum said. However, she
thinks that the extent of dropouts has been
reached.
“If people felt strongly enough to drop
out, they would have done so by now,” said
McCollum.
McCollum said that she knows the
person in charge of Strategic Alliance, and
like the students at SLUH, trusts him. She
said she wants the trip to be great and does

not want the group to fear for their safety,
and personally, she is not very worried.
“There are safety concerns, but there
isn’t really another place you can go for a
worthwhile mission trip that wouldn’t have
(safety concerns),” said McCollum.
However, Erker says that as some people
decide not to go, a number of other students
and adults have expressed interest in filling
the dropouts’ spots.
“I think it will all work out in the end,”
said Erker.
DeSmet High School has had no dropouts so far from its group. DeSmet senior
Tyler Atkinson said that Roland Ashey, the
leader of the Strategic Alliance ministry, is
coming to DeSmet on Sunday at 1:30 p.m.
to talk to those planning to go on the trip.
Atkinson said that Ashey, who was one of
the founders of Strategic Alliance, has done
the trip for “many years.” Atkinson said that

when the gunfire began, Ashey immediately
brought the people working on the houses
into a van and took them to a safe location.
Atkinson says that he and DeSmet’s group
trust Ashey’s experience in keeping them
safe on the trip.
Hotop said that the use of the miitary
to combat criminal elements in Mexico has
different ramifications than in the United
States. He said that Mexico does not have
a police force capable of dealing with such
problems, and the military is regularly used in
similar situations as a pseudo-police force.
“It’s not really the same as if the military
came into St. Louis to solve some problems,”
said Hotop.
Merrill said that SLUH is “playing it by
ear,” but that those going are “still looking
forward to a good trip, still hoping to help a
lot of people.”

(from 10)
century, can apply to today’s leaders.
According to theology teacher Michael
Marchlewski, S.J., in his book Lowney captures the main mission of the Jesuits: to help
souls under the banner of the cross. “[He talks
about how the Jesuits are] a 450-year-old
company [and they started with] no business,
no organization,” said Marchlewski.
The Fathers’ Club used Heroic Leadership on a day of recollection for fathers and
sons. Digman said, “There are some great
messages here,” and went on to talk about
the inspiring message that the book holds.
Marchlewski held the day of recollection
three years ago and concentrated on a main

point of Heroic Leadership: concentrating
on the spiritual exercises as a backbone.
Lowney’s second book, A Vanished
World, published in 2005, shows how people
can live together harmoniously despite religious background by using the context of
Spain’s enlightenment era.
Finally, Lowney’s latest book, Heroic
Living, published on Feb. 1, 2009, describes
ways to prosper in the twenty-first century.
Lowney describes three goals: articulating
a purpose for your life, making wise career
and relationship choices, and making every
day matter by mindful attention to your actions and results of those actions.
Lowney graduated summa cum laude

from Fordham University and has Honorary Doctoral degrees from Saint Louis
University, the University of Great Falls,
and Marymount Manhattan University.
Lowney has sixteen years of financial
experience after being a Managing Director
at J.P. Morgan & Co. He held key positions
in running the company’s Tokyo, Singapore,
New York, and London operations.
Lowney also founded a charity, Pilgrimage for our Children’s Future, which aims
to help develop healthcare for impoverished
children and their families.   The charity
helps many in Kenya, the Philippines, and
Angola.

REYNOSA
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Another important example we may
look at is Amnesty International. Two years
ago, Amnesty International issued a statement saying that countries may not outlaw a
woman’s right to have an abortion. Was this
a pro-abortion or pro-human rights stance?
Amnesty was worried that women faced
injustice and the stigmas of their society.
These stigmas exist in many international
communities and in our own. In the Democratic Republic of Congo, rape is a weapon
of the 14-year war waging there. The shame
of rape is hardly acknowledged. The victims
and their children are shunned. In that position, many women must decide whether to
carry a child or if they feel it would be more
loving to protect them from the hate they
would receive. While there is not the same
open combat in the United States, victims
of rape often do not receive aid either. We

do not offer sufficient aid or child services
to care for children when the parents realize
they cannot.
Our point here is not that we should have
legalized abortion. Quite the opposite, we
place extremely high value on every single
human life. We want to make it clear that it
is not enough to take a stance of “pro-life”
or “pro-choice.” We must fully acknowledge
the systems of injustice and must act against
them. Economic injustice, sexism, racism,
and other prejudices fiercely plague our lives.
If we want to end abortion, we must all be
willing to make sacrifices and participate in
the Examen of Consciousness—what are our
blessings and shortcomings this day? Have
we ignored God’s call for justice and sat idly
by? Have we participated fully in our Catholic
faith? We will not deny it is a struggle.
As busy college students, it takes great
energy to pray and ask God how we can better

respond to the call the Holy Spirit kindles in
us. It often takes that same energy for high
school students, teachers and administrators.
We are in no way perfect nor expect anybody
else to be. God asks us to put effort into our
faith and look into our hearts and that is what
we ask you to do.
Abortion is another symptom of the
system of injustice in which we live. We
must knock down the system of injustice and
recreate a world where every human life is
valued, no matter woman, man, transgender,
socio-economic status, sexual orientation,
black, white, Latino, Middle Eastern, or
Native American. We are all children of God
and each person deserves a life in which they
can live fully.
			
AMDG,
			
Ken Homan ’08
			
Dan Griesenauer ’08
			
Mark Perniciaro ’08

(from 3)
of our voices, we have been successful.
I call upon every student, every faculty
member, and every parent to write a personalized letter to his District Representative, both
Senators, and President Obama, regardless
of political party. If Senator McCaskill and
Congressman Clay receive 3,000 handwritten notes, many of which come from supporters, our voices will, at the very least, be
acknowledged. At the same time you are
protecting life, you are also preventing your
tax dollars from supporting an evil. Further,
you are maintaining the rights of parents
and preventing girls our age from making
life-changing decisions without guidance.

I also encourage students, faculty, and
parents to investigate organizations such as
the Vitae Caring Foundation (vitaecaringfoundation.org), which promote alternatives
to abortion for pregnant women. Foundations such as Vitae and Birthright provide
women with the information and comfort to
make the decision to choose life. They do
not campaign against abortion as political
issue; instead, they attempt to stop abortion
by saving one life at a time.
Additionally, any single one of us can
give up an afternoon and join other students to
stand outside abortion clinics such as Planned
Parenthood and pray. While protesting turns
the issue of protecting life into a political issue, if just one woman realizes that a group

of people care about her enough to pray for
her and comfort her in a difficult situation,
we have been effective.
It’s time to put aside political differences
and target the foundation of our immoral
society. Democrats are not pro-choice and
Republicans are not pro-life. Catholics are
pro-life. To ignore the basic human right to
life is to ignore the entire foundation of the
Church.
As Mother Theresa once said, “Any
country that accepts abortion is not teaching
its people to love, but to use violence to get
what they want. That is why the greatest
destroyer of love and peace is abortion.”

get quotes, expand the statement tenfold, and
completely violate the privacy and confidentiality that Dr. Moran outlined at the forum.
The article included possible court dates and
other, what seems like private information
on the events and their consequences.
I can speak for myself and many of the

members of the senior class in saying that we
are extremely displeased in the publishing
of the article and lack of respect and privacy
it displayed for the four suspended students
and the student that was expelled.

CARSON

bUCCHINO

(from 3)
The SLUH administration submitted a
three paragraph statement to the Prep News
briefing them and the general audience of
readers about last week’s events and the
course of action that was taken by the administration. The Prep News felt it necessary to
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cook for and meet Mick Jagger, Bono, (and)
Patty Smith,” he said. “That’s crazy.”
Bobo is a popular nightspot which used
to be more well-known for its trendy atmosphere than its food, but Connolly’s arrival
has attracted attention. A sizable portion of
his day is spent on his computer “writing
recipes, returning e-mails, going through
resumés, completing requests from press,
and drinking more coffee.”
“The daily life of a chef is pretty damn

good,” Connolly said. “The industry is too
strenuous (to) deal with unless you’re really
passionate about it, so as as a result, I’m surrounded by people all day who really love
what they do.” Connolly gets up at around
9 a.m., works out, and then walks down 7th
Avenue to work. The next nine hours are all
spent in preparation for the doors opening at
6 p.m.
Connolly, as the executive chef, prepares
the menu and briefs the staff at 5 p.m. “I
will work the meat station two nights, garde

manger one night, expedite the orders three
nights, cook brunch on Saturdays and usually
cook personally for a private party on night
a week,” he said of his rigorous schedule.
Connolly escapes the kitchen just before
midnight and walks home while calling in
supply orders for the next day. “The industry
is too strenuous (to) deal with unless you’re
really passionate about it, so, as a result, I’m
surrounded by people all day who really love
what they do. It’s a very special thing.”

(from 4)
words how the gods of MSHSH will punish
you. But I think the fact that I’ve been vaporized into the Stone Age should give you some
motive to follow through on this.
Oh yea. Thank you seniors, parents,

coaches, and cereal for making this all possible. So yea, and... Oh no... they’re coming!
Godspeed! Arghh! Get away from me you
damn... dirty... apes....

CLASSIFIED GOVERNMENT FILE.
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Prep News Volume LXXIII
Platform Policy

s the student-run newspaper of St. Louis
University High School, the Prep News is
a weekly publication that strives to inform
the SLUH community about events and
people, with its focus on those pertaining
to the school, primarily through the written
word.
The Prep News is neither the voice of
the administration nor the students. Rather,
the newspaper serves to gather and distribute
information for the entire school. The Prep
News editors and staff members make every
effort to be objective in their news coverage
and editing.
The organizational structure of the Prep
News differs slightly from that of recent
years. This year the Prep News has one news
editor, one sports editor, and one editor. The
members of the editorial staff are co-workers
and share equally the duties of writing, copyediting, layout, and staff management. All of
the editors share responsibility and leadership of the paper. The editors are supported
by a core staff of regular reporters, who are
frequently underclassmen.
It is the role of the editors to seek out
and facilitate the reporting of all significant
news at SLUH. While any faculty member

or student is welcome to submit suggestions
for potential articles, the Prep News is never
obligated to publish any article idea; the edi
tors reserve the right to deem any potential
article un-newsworthy and retain it from
publication for this or any other reason.
Our primary emphasis as editors of the
Prep News is upon clear and accurate writing
and careful editing. But we do attempt to in
clude some visual expression—photography,
drawing, technical aids, etc.—in every issue.
Despite our desire to make the paper visually
appealing, we commit ourselves not to allow
form to supersede substance.
The Prep News strongly encourages
underclassman involvement, and our office
on the second floor of the Jesuit Wing, room
J220, is always open for involvement, criti
cism, praise, or suggestions. Without student
reaction and feedback, the Prep News could
not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will
try to correct any significant error in the
following issue.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole
responsibility for the text of news and sports
articles, features, and editorials. We encour
age faculty or students who take issue with

the manner in which the news was reported
or find an error to bring it to the attention of
the editors, not the individual reporters.
This is the platform of the editors of
Volume LXXIII of the Prep News.

Sno-ball 09
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Getting their groove on, seniors (from left) Brendan
Ross, Mike Ryan, and Jack Leahy dance the
night away at the Sno-Ball.
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by Conor Gearin

Friday, February 27
Half-Day Schedule
Fr. Retreat (thru 2/28)
IM—Jr Basketball vs. Faculty All Stars
B-Ball District Tourn (thru 2/28)
AP Snack—Cheddar Bits
Lunch : Special—Catfish
Healthy—Turkey Hot Dog
Sunday, March 1
Jr. Kairos Retreat (thru 4/3)
Muny Teens’ Auditions
Father/Son Banquet
Monday, March 2
Block 1 Schedule—HR 8am
AP Snack—Fiestadas
Lunch : Special—Chicken Rings
Healthy—Baked Meatloaf
Tuesday, March 3
Block 2 Schedule—HR 9:15am

>:|

Calendar

February 27, 2009
*Lunch menu subject to change.

Mother’s Club Retreat (thru 4/3)
AP Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch : Special—Pizza
Healthy—Baked Pork Chop
Wednesday, March 4
HOC vs CBC @ Scottrade Center @ 8pm
Schedule R
Fr. Tutorial
IM Soph. Soccer
ACES/PAL Sessions 5:30pm
B-Ball State Sectional
AP Snack—Cookies
Lunch : Special—Toasted Ravioli
Healthy—Hamburger Stroganoff
Thursday, March 5
Late Start Schedule
Choral Clinic 8am
Ignatian Mix-It-Up Lunch

Feb. 27 - Mar. 6

IM Jr. Soccer
B-Ball State Sectionals
AP Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch : Special—Papa John’s
Healthy—BBQ Chicken Skewers
Friday, March 6
Schedule R
Muny Adults’ Auditions
Diversity Mass 9am
College Reps:
Missouri University of Science &
Technology
Lacrosse Meeting 5pm
Senior Mother/Son Dinner Damce—Mom
Prom@ SLU Busch Center
IM Sr. Basketball vs Faculty All-Stars
AP Snack—Mozzarella Sticks
Lunch : Special—Shrimp Baskets
Healthy—Baked Hoki Crisp Fish

TO NATIONALS

(from 6)
the grip on his racquet. Down 10-8 in the
semis, he decided to change racquets for the
first time in over two months. The racquet
worked magic, and Rusch went on to win
15-10, 15-3 to advance to the final and most
anticipated match of the day against CBC’s
Nick Hoffmann.
Rusch played an aggressive first game
and defeated Hoffmann 15-11. But in the
second game, his aggressive play backfired.
Hoffmann took advantage of some early easy
setups, and then began to cut off Rusch’s
lob serve. Rusch didn’t have an answer,
and lost 15-4. In the tiebreak, Rusch mixed
up his serves in order to keep Hoffmann on
the move. Rusch warded off a late run and
won before over 100 observers, 15-11, 4-15,
11-9.
Rusch’s close third-game win was
atypical; of the Jr. Bills’ five other singles
contestants, only No. 2 senior Kevin Kissel
(who reached his finals through a bye and
an easy win over Kirkwood’s Payne Stoddart) even played a rubber finals match. In
a much-anticipated duel against Parkway’s
Michael Shearman, Kissel struggled with
ceiling balls early and lost game one. But in
the following game, Shearman’s percentages
fell. Kissel kept his opponent deep in the court
and buried enough of Shearman’s mistakes

to win the match 8-15, 15-5, 11-4.
No. 5 senior John Duchardt put together
one of the Jr. Bills’ most impressive performances of the tournament. After ripping
through Kirkwood’s Charlie Pepin in the
semifinals, he faced DeSmet’s Andrew Otto,
who had battled Duchardt closely in their
previous matches. This time, however, Otto
proved no match for the SLUH senior, and
Duchardt showed no mercy. He incorporated
a perfect mix of dinks and passes to win 15-5,
15-1.
No. 3 senior Clay Newberry also
marched confidently to the finals after his
quick win over DeSmet’s Andrew Blusiewicz and John Malley (who defeated
Newberry two weeks ago) of Kirkwood’s
loss to Parkway West’s George Papulis in
the other semifinal. Newberry dug himself
into a deficit in both games, but his serve
saved him and allowed him to kill and
pass the ball more effectively as the match
progressed. Newberry won 15-10, 15-7.
“I was just really on,” said Newberry. “I
was killing, passing, and splatting everything.”
No. 4 senior Andrew Connor also
met a Pioneer, Tommy Bottchen, in his
bracket’s finals. Bottchen countered Connor’s strong forehand with dinks, and, as
he did earlier this season, kept the match

reasonably close throughout. But Connor
won relatively comfortably, 15-8, 15-11.
Had No. 6 junior Mark Kissel played
even a semi-decent opponent in his
semifinal match, he would have lost. He
struggled to keep the ball off the side wall,
but still squeaked by his CBC opponent
and into the finals showdown against Parkway West’s Logan Hershenow, where he
again hugged the side wall and thus fell
to an 11-10 first-game deficit. But Kissel
fought back to win that game 15-12, and
easily pushed the disheartened Hershenow around in the second game, 15-4.
The SevenNationArmybills can anticipate familiar bounces but more flashbulbs at
the national tournament, which will be held
in St. Louis (last year’s site: Portland) at
both Vetta Sports Concord and the Missouri
Athletic Club West all day today, tomorrow,
and Sunday. SLUH last won Nationals five
years ago.
Correction: Last week’s issue of the
Prep News stated that cross country
coach Jim Linhares coached the
team at the Midwest Nike Team
Nationals regional. In fact, he did
not coach the team at the regional.
We apologize for the mistake.

