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Lights! Camera! Cashbah! Students find
40th annual auction Saturday PaperCut on
accounts
Matt Bettonville
Core Staff

A

sell-out crowd packs the building. All
attention rests on center stage, everyone eager to see if they take home their
coveted prize. But this isn’t the Oscars,
it’s the world premiere of A Silver Screen
Salute to Cashbah, the 40th anniversary of
St. Louis U. High’s auction.
Over 800 people are slated to fill the
Backer Memorial gymnasium, complete with
black and silver and a red carpet for Saturday
night’s auction. Auction co-chair Kate Hagan
said that the decorations include film reels,
an outdoor Walk of Fame on Berthold and
Oakland Avenues, and the centerpiece, an
“Oscarilliken,” which Hagan described as
a mammoth Oscar trophy with a Billiken
head.
President David Laughlin said of the
sellout, “That’s quite a statement about our

auction, our school, and the work that’s been
done.”
Highlighting the oral auction will be
vacation packages, including a weeklong
stay at the award-winning Sea Star Villa in
the Dominican Republic with room for up
to 22, a Texas quail hunt for two, and two
ski or golf trips to Park City, Utah. Three
puppies—a chocolate lab, a lhatese, and a
golden doodle—will also go home with the
highest bidders, as will sports packages such
as tickets to this year’s baseball All-Star
Game in St. Louis, tickets to a U. S. World
Cup soccer qualifying match, tickets to a
Cardinal baseball game at Wrigley Field,
and even a Boston Red Sox baseball getaway
donated by Principal John Moran.
Hagan said that some other noteworthy
items are a day on the set of Up in the Air,
George Clooney’s newest movie being filmed

see SILVER SCREEN, 10
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Flanked by large Oscar trophies, the theater steps offer a gateway to SLUH’s 2009 auction.

Kevin Casey
Editor

S

t. Louis U. High students returned
from their spring breaks to find, after
logging into their individual computer accounts, a mysterious application window
at the top right corners of their screen.
The window, which has an icon featuring
a padlock, a printer, and a faceless cartoon
head, also features “$0.00.”
The top of the window says, “Balance
for (individual student’s ID number),” and
the application cannot be exited—it simply
minimizes itself in the dock. Amid debate
over its purpose, the computer enigma has
spurred rumors that students were now being
charged to print.
Although this has proved not to be the
case (the “$0.00” never increases), it could
be a possibility for next year. Right now,
though, the new program, PaperCut NG,
is simply being used to gather data about
students’ printing habits.
According to PaperCut’s website, www.
papercut.com, PaperCut NG is its “latest
generation product for print quotas, reporting, monitoring, and control of network
printing.” The software can track and charge
printer usage, allowing costs to be defined
per printer, and notifies network administrators when printers are experiencing errors,
among other things.
“We’ve been wanting to do some kind
of printer accounting for a while but we
hadn’t found a decent piece of software to
do it with,” said computer technician Jon
Dickmann. “To manage our printings, to see

see $0.00, 11
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Mission: Mexico reconstructs Jr. Bills help
Reynosa despite delays
rebuild Belize

April 3, 2009

Mike Lumetta
Reporter

Despite the threat of violence in Reynosa
and a delay in departure, the group still
“
ou go down there and build a house, built four houses for impoverished famibut it’s not about building houses,” lies.
The participants, who were placed
said Director of Campus Ministry Matt
Stewart of the Mission: Mexico service into four groups of about 15 people each,
project. The group of 14 adults and 49 St. divided their time between the housing
Louis U. High students traveled to Reyno- projects in the colonia, a Mexican slum,
sa, Mexico, over last week’s spring break. and more direct interaction with the people
they served throughout the week.
When not building, they played
with the children or, for those who
could comprehend Spanish well,
conversed with members of the
families.
To construct the houses, the
workers built the frames of two by
six-inch beams on cinder blocks
after leveling the future sites of the
homes. After laying down half-inch
plywood for the floors, the builders
erected the walls. They finished
One of the Mission: Mexico crews outside the house they built.

Y
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The decorated front of the house reads “El amor de Jesús Cristo,” or
“The love of Jesus Christ.“

see M:M, 14

SLUH welcomes Russian students
Conor Gearin
Core Staff

S

t. Louis U. High welcomed nine Russian high school students and two of
their English teachers from Gymnasium
209 in St. Petersburg for the annual Russian exchange program. Supervised by
SLUH Russian teacher Rob Chura, the
program brings Russian students together
with their counterparts at SLUH who are
learning the Russian language. The exchange students spent a few days in Chicago and arrived in St. Louis last Thursday.
The group departs on Sunday morning.
“(The program’s) main purpose is to
study American history, culture, and the
English language,” said English teacher
Irina Smirnova, who said that there are
many differences between American and
Russian culture. Smirnova pointed out that
both countries are diverse and multicultural,
“but in Russia, Russian culture prevails.” She
attributes this to the “deep roots” of Russian
culture: the traditions of today can be traced
back to the 17th and 18th centuries.

The exchange students got a good
sampling of SLUH classes throughout the
week, attending English classes with Chura,
American history with Anne Marie Lodholz,
economics with Lauren Block, ceramics with
Mary Whealon, a study of the Society of Jesus
with Jim Knapp, S.J., and Latin with Mark
Tychonevich. Dan Schlafly, Russian History
Department chair at St. Louis University,
also came to talk about American-Russian
relations.
The program is a learning opportunity
for both the exchange students and SLUH
students, as the exchange students meet
with SLUH Russian classes from all grade
levels. For instance, on Tuesday, sophomore
Russian language students were taught traditional Russian fairy tales by the exchange
students and performed them—in Russian.
Also, the exchange students met with SLUH
government class students, who asked them
questions about issues in current Russian
politics.
Students in Russia study English much

see SOUVENIRS, 14

Eric Mueth
Reporter

T

en St. Louis U. High students departed for Belize on Sunday, March 22 to
help people in the village of Midway, one
of the poorest areas of the country. The
group stayed outside of Midway at Punta
Gorda.
Thom Digman, father of junior Misha
Digman and Assistant to the Provincial for
Advancement for the Missouri Jesuit Province, got the idea to send a group of SLUH
students to Belize to help out an area battered
and torn by both hurricanes and poverty. A
flyer was sent out to find participants, and
the group of volunteer students ultimately
included seniors Andrew Robbins, Adam
Twist, Jeff Viox, and Pete Winfrey; juniors Misha Digman and Matt Odem; and
sophomores Sonny Hagar, Gino Perrini,
Sam Purcell, and Connor Reid. Nine fathers
and one mother joined them as part of the
experience.
After heading down to Belize, the group
of 20 began to build a concrete church to take
the place of huts and sheds that were blown
down by the hurricane winds. The church
was in the process of being built when they
arrived, and they helped to finish the walls
and part of the roof. In the future, it will
be used as a church as well as a hurricane
shelter. Twist added that the people were
really excited to see them help.
According to Twist, the atmosphere was
completely different from America. There
were no major highways—only two-lane
roads most of which were dirt—and the area
featured almost no air conditioning, with the
temperature remaining around 90 degrees
the majority of the trip.

see BELIZE, 10

photo coutesy of adam twist

The Belize mission group gathers for a shot outside
the church they helped build.
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Metro cuts: travel woes for West County students
April 3, 2009

Ben Kim
Core Staff

A

fter the failure of Proposition M
in November, nearly all MetroBus
routes west of I-270 were eliminated on
Monday to cut down operation costs. As
a result, the 157X and 258X MetroBus
routes that transported over 30 St. Louis
U. High students, mostly sophomores and
freshmen, have been canceled.
“I think it is kind of stupid that they shut
(the routes) down because there is plenty
of people who use it,” said junior Mark
McBride, a regular rider on the 258X.
Faced with financial shortfalls, Metro cut
certain routes and reduced the frequency of
existing ones on Monday, a decision which
has affected many St. Louis city and county
commuters. According to Division Director
for MetroBus Operations Tony Lafata, had
Proposition M been passed, the proposed
extra half-cent sales tax would have “definitely covered (Metro’s) $45 to $50 million
operating costs.”
“We have made it very clear for years
that we can’t operate at the level of deficit that
we were experiencing,” said Lafata. “That
is why we tried to get a sales tax passed last
November. Now what we are experiencing is
very, very overcrowded trains and buses.”
SLUH has had a deal with Metro to have
buses service the school and to sell cheaper
semester passes to its students over the past

couple years. During this time, Metro sales
actually increased on those routes that serviced SLUH. However, with the cuts, the
eight West County students interviewed said
that they either have organized carpools,
asked their parents to drive them, or started
driving themselves to deal with the situation.
Students took the bus for various reasons:
lack of a car or a license, high gas prices,
and convenience.
All of the students agreed that they are
disappointed and frustrated with the cancellations, though the majority of the students
prefer their new arrangements, citing later
mornings, a more flexible schedule, and a
faster commute as reasons. A few, though,
still prefer the MetroBus.
“(My carpool) is quicker. I can leave at
3:00 p.m. and save an hour and a half each
day. Also if I am late for my carpool, I can
ask them to wait, and I can’t call the bus. I
would just have to wait for the next one,”
said sophomore Robert Reynolds, who took
the 157X.
“I have to say I like Metro better because
there was a lot more room on the bus to space
out. You could actually do homework since
the ride is more stable, and I got home a little
quicker. My carpool has a lot of stops,” said
sophomore Drew Williamson, a rider of the
258X.
Most of the students were not aware of
the alternative MetroBus route that SLUH

provided on its website. In the morning,
SLUH suggested that students ride the 58
bus from the Ballas Transfer Center to the
Clayton Station, transfer to the Eastbound
Metrolink, get off at the Central West End
Station, and then walk or ride the 59 bus to
school. The few that knew about the new
route said that they did not like the idea of
transferring buses and trains, something that
was not required on their former routes.
“In my opinion, something like that (bus
route) with transfers would be relatively
inconvenient compared to having either a
direct route or a carpool,” said freshman
Jesse Keipp, a user of the 258X.
According to Lafata, Metro St. Louis
hopes that it will be able to restore the routes
in the future. Metro, however does not have
the authority to put the necessary measures
on the ballot and “controls very little of its
destiny” when it comes to funding issues.
That power belongs to the funding districts:
St. Louis City, and St. Louis County, Madison County, and St. Clair County. Currently,
they are thinking about submitting another
proposition next April or in two years.
“Myself and everyone at Metro are
devastated,” said Lafata. “We had worked
very hard to make the system what it was
before the cuts. We had grown service, grown
ridership, and we had become very valuable
to people.”

was because I’d want to teach and I’d really
like to be a missionary,” said Hotop. “The
Jesuits live in a community all the time…
(The Archdiocese) was just not the community I was looking for.”
Hotop began applying to the Jesuits in
early December. and completed the process
about a week before receiving a decision.
He got the good news during fourth period
on Tuesday, when he was pulled out of class
to receive a phone call from Lou McCabe,
S.J., of the Louisiana-based novitiate.
Hotop admits that he was nervous when
he was pulled out of class and thought, “God,
what am I going to do if I don’t get in?”
Unlike most seniors, Hotop bypassed the
college search and decided to dedicate next
year to service, whether it be independent

or with the Jesuits. If he would have been
rejected, Hotop says “I would have taken a
year off, because I haven’t applied to any
colleges, and moved somewhere. Either (I
would have) lived in a Catholic work group,
or moved somewhere extreme like Africa or
South America.”
Hotop says he is relieved to finally
be accepted. He added that the support at
SLUH “has been overwhelming…I’m still
just taking it all in.”
Fellow Jesuit admitee, Stewart, commented on having Hotop throughout the
process: “It was nice to have somebody going through the same things as I was while
we were both applying: having interviews,
writing spiritual autobiographies, doing the
(psychological exam), things like that.”

Hotop to join Stewart in Society of Jesus next year

Tony Billmeyer
Staff

S

enior Louis Hotop followed the footsteps of Director of Campus Ministry
Matt Stewart when he learned that he had
been accepted into the Society of Jesus
on Tuesday morning. Hotop will report to
Grand Chateau in New Orleans on August
15th.
Hotop knew that he wanted to join the
priesthood, but struggled to decide between
the Jesuits and the Archdiocese of St. Louis.
He admitted that staying in St. Louis and
serving at a local parish appealed to him
because it seemed “easier and safer.” He also
said that he thought that the Jesuits would
not accept him right out of high school.
“The main reason I wanted to be a Jesuit
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SLUH Rock for a Cure raises
money, awareness for cancer

Patrick O’Leary
Staff

that a lot of people had fun.
Ursuline Academy senior Nora Browne
ock for a Cure, held on Friday, March said, “I think it’s a really good cause.”
20, in the St. Louis U. High gym, sucThe five bands that played at the event
cessfully raised over $1200 for the Chris were Bucket of Truck, Twins of Metropolis,
Zandstra schalorship. The five
Before the City Sleeps, Raising
bands played in the center of
Kane, and Project 324.
the gym with dimmed lights.
Bucket of Truck, comThe majority of the attendees
prised of senior Austin Cookson,
stayed in the gym and crowded
junior James Fister, and Chamithe stage.
nade students Tyler Stokes and
According to sophomore
Matt McAllister, had a good
Phil Nahlik, there were about
reaction. They played a blend
240 paid attendees and about
of jazz, blues, funk and rock.
twenty parent volunteers. Nahlik
Senior Neil Backer said,
said, “More (people) should have
“I thought Bucket of Truck was
come, but I am happy with the
really good. They were my
group that did because they were
favorite band that performed (at
really into it.”
Rock for a Cure).”
Vice President of School
Junior Will Linhares said
Morris wore his shutter
Spirit Jack Leahy said that he Drew
that
Bucket
of Truck was his
glasses in Raising Kane’s
see ROCK OUT, 15
was pleased with the turnout and cover of “Forgot about Dre.”

R
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Hoops removed permanently
from Backer gymnasium
Curtis Riganti
Staff

sium closet, as the Fieldhouse is not ready
to have the backboards installed yet.
he interior of the new Danis FieldThe new gymnasium will have two
house is finally starting to look more basketball courts, a performance court and
like a basketball court, while the old gym- a secondary court. The performance court
nasium no longer has basketball hoops.
will run north and south on the north end of
On March 23,
the gym, while the
AALCO manusecondary court
facturing workers
will run east and
began to remove
west on the south
the ten hoops
end. Each court
from the current
will have six basgym. For three
ketball hoops.
days, the workers
Six of the hoops
brought a lift into
in the new gym
the gymnasium
will have the abiland unscrewed the
ity to be lowered
backboards from The basketball hoops were removed fover spring break from the by two feet, in
their metal suporder to alternate
Backer gymnasium, seen here decorated for Cashbah.
ports. With two workers on the lift, they the height of the hoop between eight and ten
were able to take the backboards off by hand. feet. The hoops in the current gym don’t have
The metal supports, which were bolted into this ability. Therefore, the other six hoops for
the wall, were also removed. Currently, the the new gym will be provided by AALCO.
see BACKBOARDED, 15
backboards are being stored in the gymna-
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Cultural
Horizons
Club visits art
museum

April 3, 2009

Eric Lewis
Reporter

F

ourteen students and four teachers visited the St. Louis Art Museum on Friday, March 20, to see “Power and Glory:
Court Arts of China’s Ming Dynasty,” a
traveling exhibit that will remain at the
museum until May 17. The Ming Dynasty
was the last native imperial dynasty and is
considered by some to be the pinnacle of
traditional Chinese culture.
The exhibit features works contributed
by the Asian Art Museum of San Francisco,
the Beijing Palace Museum, the Nanjing Municipal Museum, and the Shanghai Museum.
The collection itself is vast, featuring well
over 100 individual pieces catalogued in a
280-page booklet.
The trip was organized by the Cultural
Horizons club, which was founded earlier
this year by sophomores Nick Fandos and Joe
Earsom. The club not only visits museums,
but also goes on architecture and food-related
trips. This particular exhibit had attracted
the club’s attention already, and the fact that
the four Chinese foreign exchange students
currently at SLUH—Bill Overmatch, Elaine
Ji, Yolanda Meng, and Ares Wang—all hail
from the Nanjing area offered a unique opportunity to hear penetrating native insights
into Chinese tradition and history. Nanjing
was the original capital of the Ming Dynasty
and remained influential in China even after
the capitol was moved north to Beijing.
The initiative from the trip came primarily from the Chinese students themselves,
according to art teacher Joan Bugnitz. “Bill
and Yolanda just came up to me and said,
‘Will you take us?’” she explained. Bugnitz
went to fellow art teacher John Mueller, the
moderator of the club, to ask about the permission slips necessary for such a trip. Mueller
recommended that they form a group and go
to the museum one day after school.
Friday, after exams, more than a dozen
students and four faculty members piled into

see ARTISM, 15
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Water polo still winning, five times in Chi-town

Brendan Ross
Reporter

S

t. Louis U. High’s water polo team
headed to Chicago over spring break—
not to rest on Oak Street beach but to dominate the pool at the Schaumberg Invitational. Baudendistel’s Boys succeeded,
winning the Invitational for the third year
in a row.
In the tourney final against the host,
Schaumburg, the SpeedoBills opened a 9-2
halftime lead and coasted to a 10-6 win.
The defense stopped Schaumberg’s top
player Chris Corbett and hung on for the
win thanks in large part to the clutch netminding of player of the game senior Matt
Hohenberger.
“Matt was the best goalie at the tournament,” said senior defender Mike O’Neill.
“We were getting tired. It was our fifth
game.”
Hohenberger wasn’t as vital to the
team’s unobstructed path to the final, which
included 13-7, 15-0, and 19-1 wins before a
16-4 semifinal thrashing of Lindbergh. And

5

while the starters played the overwhelming and at Chaminade, which played SLUH 1-1
majority of the tournament final, SLUH’s in the second quarter but lost 13-1.
underclassmen rotated in for the earlier
“We expected Chaminade to play us
wins.
closer, but once we got up two or three goals
Senior Will Page notched six goals we broke their spirits. We got more and more
in the tournament
breakaways after
opener against Munthat,” said O’Neill.
delein, and senior
Through the first
John Heafner scored
nine games, seniors
at least three goals
John Heafner (30
in every game of the
goals), Page (29),
tournament.
and Steve Sigman
“We played as
(21) lead the team
well as I expected us
in goals. Eleven Jr.
to,” said head coach
Bills—eight of them
Paul Baudendistel,
seniors—have at least
“and the bench really
ten points.
improved, especially
SLUH had one
after the first game.”
game go into overtime
Including the
for the first time in
three games before
recent memory. That
Senior Mike O’Neill either: A) passes B) shoots or
Chicago and one
contest was the Blue
C) pauses in SLUH’s 16-6 win over Parkway.
since, the Hungarianand White game, a
bills have fought to a 9-0 record and have preseason match pitting two teams of SLUH
outscored opponents 129-34. League wins seniors and freshmen against one another.
see LUPE, 12
include at Ladue (15-6), vs. Kirkwood (12-3),
Photo by Zac Boesch

Don’tpunchit!bills 3-0, have won five of six games
Tony Billmeyer
Staff

T

he St. Louis U. High volleyball team
kicked off the season with three road
wins over Mehlville, Chaminade, and Pattonville. But despite that early success, the
reigning state champs have not played in
top form and dropped a game to a lesstalented Chaminade team.
The U. High Volleybills headed to Mehlville on March 24 to kick off the season.
Last season, SLUH faced a scare from an
unexpectedly scrappy Panthers squad, but
this season it would be all Jr. Bills. Senior
outside hitter Mike Adams gave Mehlville a
little taste of what area volleyball teams will
get against SLUH, leading the way with ten
kills and four aces in the two game set.
Sophomore Zak Robben got the start
at setter since senior John Swanston did not
make enough practices to start, and looked
solid in his first high school start, recording
22 assists. The Afrobills won both games by
a score of 25-16.
Senior Rudy Brynac commented on the
first game of the season: “It was a pretty good

opener for us, but we still have a lot of work
to do.”
Tuesday night the UncleAdamsbills
took on the much-improved Chaminade Red
Devils. Swanston and the U. High defense
struggled throughout his first game of the
season.
“We couldn’t really run our offense,”
said Brynac. “John (Swanston) was really
scrapping to get balls up to the outside and
right side.”
The Becvarbills’ defensive struggles put
them down 23-18 in game one. SLUH drew
back into the game with long serving rallies
from Swanston and junior Scot Metzger,
but it wasn’t enough to lift the Spikebills.
Chaminade took game one 26-24.
The Jr. Bills’ explosive offense led the
comeback. Outside hitters Metzger and Adams tallied nine and eight kills respectively,
and Brynac added another seven from the
middle. The KevinSbills’ served extremely
well, totaling 11 aces in the match. The MCCyabills took the final two games 25-20 and
25-22.

see KNEEBURN, 12
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Senior John Swanston delivers a powerful
serve in Tuesday’s win over Chaminade.
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Baseball 3-0, face juggernaut Creighton tonight

Jake Fechter
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High Basebills officially began the 2009-10 season 3-0
but face powerhouse Creighton Prep tonight at 7 p.m. in the first of their three
Jesuit Classic showdowns at Sheridan Stadium.
SLUH started against the Dragons of
DeSoto.
The RonGantbills got started early on
offense. They scored five runs in the first two
innings, looking to make contact in the box
and running the bases aggressively against an
opponent whom they had a clear upper hand
on. The KenGriffeyJrbills pressure worked,
as DeSoto committed five errors in SLUH’s
four-run second inning.
Junior leadoff man Christian Stark led
the offensive attack with three hits, and Sasha
Kuebel went 2 for 2 with two RBIs.
Meanwhile, starter Ben Kraemer got
SLUH off on its correct collective feet, pitching four scoreless innings. The Bills defense
made no errors behind Kraemer and junior
Andrew Ostapowicz, who came in to pitch

the last three innings. He gave up one run Bertucci also helped out with his bat, adding
and notched two strikeouts.
3 RBIs. Kuebel had two extra base hits and
The Bills’ scheduled contest against two RBIs. Paul Simon came into the game
Ladue was rained out,
in the 4th inning, striking
so the team moved on
out three batters in two
to battle the Maplewood
scoreless innings.
Blue Devils on Monday.
On Wednesday, the PuAgain the Bills jumped
jolsbills faced off against
off to an early lead, plattheir Kingshighway couning five in the first inning.
terpart, Gateway Tech.
SLUH again benefited
The Jaguars struggled
from fielding miscues—
early against starting
the Blue Devil infield
pitcher sophomore Sasha
committed four errors in
Kuebel. Kuebel pitched
the game.
three impressive innings,
Robbie Bertucci
overpowering batters and
pitched a powerful first
locating well on his way
three innings. He recorded
to a good ratio of four
eight of nine outs via Ks
strikeouts to no walks.
and only gave up one run
Kuebel, too, helped
on his way to the vic- Sophomore southpaw Sasha Kuebel slings one his own cause in the first
towards a Gateway opponent Wednesday.
tory.
inning with a stand-up
“Robbie had a great first outing,” said triple, which scored freshman Willie Floros
assistant coach Tom Zinselmeyer. “He had from second. Pat Roy also provided the power
good location and hit his spots. But there is for the Jr. Bill offense with an RBI single
always room for improvement.”
see JAYS, 12
Photo by Zac Boesch

Golf players shoot school-record 217

23-stroke improvement from DeSmet loss

Patrick Moynihan
Reporter

T

he 2009 SLUH golf campaign has
become a well-oiled propaganda machine thanks to clever marketing strategy by senior captain Jeremy Schwob.
His ability to work in the phrase “road to
State” into every hallway conversation has
successfuly convinced the SLUH community that the team is going to contend for
the state golf title.
“The preseason hype was meant to send
a message to our community, letting them
know that we demand to be taken seriously,”
explained senior Mike Kennedy.
In the first match of the season, the team
played like a top tier team in beating Priory
by 29 shots. Schwob (37) was the medalist
of the match and was followed by senior
Garrett Edler (40).
The second match, against Borgia,
produced another double-digit team victory,
this time by a total of 16 shots. SLUH’s low

scores were turned in by junior Kyle Felts
and senior Joe Schrick (38), closely followed
by Kennedy and Schwob (39).
SLUH shot shoddy against DeSmet in
the third match. Disappointingly, only two
players were able to break 40—Felts and
Kennedy both shot 38.
“The team, I thought, performed very
well,” said senior Colin FitzGerald. “We very
easily could have beaten DeSmet on Tuesday.
We all feel like we left some strokes out there
on the course. We can’t be too disappointed,
though. We played in tough wet conditions,
with very stiff winds,” he explained.
Losing to MCC opponents is not the
sign of a title contender. Schwob, realizing
this, took action. Having collected the team’s
locker combinations earlier in the season, he
began writing inspirational quotes and posting them inside of his teammates lockers.
“The sticky notes are more of a reminder
to oursleves, kind of saying that we are

see STICKY, 13

Photo by Zac Boesch

Senior Mike Kennedy lines up a putt on the
first green against Priory. It lipped out.
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Relaxbills rebound over spring break, win three

April 3, 2009
Phil Azar
Reporter

D

id the varsity lacrosse team spend
spring break in Cancun with MTV
or building homes in Mexico? No. They
were looking for their first win after a disappointing season opener against Rockhurst. The Brobills returned to their usual
winning ways with victories over Fox,
Parkway Central, and Lafayette.
Unfortunately, the Laxbros did not come
into these contests at full strength. Senior attackman R.J. Half was out with a knee injury,
and fellow senior midfielder Doug Yoon
broke his arm warming up in practice.
The game versus Fox looked like a rerun of “Friends”: it was dull throughout the
first half before picking up speed towards
a good, predictable ending. Senior Robbie
Fonke was SLUH’s offense, netting four
goals, while senior defenseman Joe Schulte
locked down the Warriors attackmen and
gathered an unprecedented eleven ground
balls.
The Brobills controlled the game
throughout the first three quarters and had

Junior defenseman Sean Meagher
a nice three-goal cushion, but the Warriors
sought a come from behind upset, similar to had the play of the game. He stripped the
Illinois in the 2005 NCAA Men’s Basketball ball from a Fox attackman, picked it up
transitioning from
Championship. Fox
defense to offense,
took advantage of
and found senior atseveral man-down optackman Brian Hof
portunities and came
bursting into a seam
within a goal of the Jr.
in the opponents’
Bills, but the Lacrosse
back line.
bills persevered, 9-7.
The Laxbills
The Jr. Bills then
won the game handtook on the Colts of
ily 11-3.
Parkway Central for
The Jr. Bills’
their second game of
third game of the
the break. Up until this
break was against
point in the season,
a strong Lafayette
the Jr. Bills had been
team, but after findstreaky at best; but
ing their stride in the
the Bills came alive
Senior Brian Hof takes a blind shot on Central game, the
in their third game Look Ma, no eyes!
goal against Parkway Central.
Bills looked sure to
of the year and put
any notions of being overrated to rest. The improve their record. 			
The Jr. Bills took care of business early.
Dollarbills controlled the entire game, both
dominating possession on the offense and They went up 4-0 in the first quarter thanks
ripping the ball from the Colts’ undeserving to goals by Fonke, senior Andrew Howe,
see LACROSSE, 12
sticks while on defense.
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Tennis begins season by sweeping away Stars

John Edwards
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High tennis team
cruised to an easy, season-opening
sweep against McCluer North on Monday,
combining to outscore McCluer 84-5.
Sophomore Greg Marifian led the charge
at No. 1 singles, rolling to a 6-2, 6-0 victory
despite facing some trouble with his opponent
early on. This match would turn out to be
the closest McCluer North would come to
winning a match.
At No. 2 singles, senior John Edwards
faced a player with the most stereotypical
tennis name ever, Carlton Poindexter. Edwards found little resistance, dominating
6-0, 6-0.
“This was a great way to start the season
because it was nice and clean, the equivalent
of a warm-up match,” said No. 2 player and
ace reporter Edwards.
Junior Joe “Freshman Phenom” Murphy-Baum’s opponent put up a feeble fight
in Murphy-Baum’s 6-0, 6-1 win at No. 3
singles. He looked excellent coming off of

a state-qualifying year.
Murphy-Baum, considered America’s
James Joyce, had these poetic words to say
about the match: “We’re ready for the season
now.”
Freshman Cameron Trachsel made
his SLUH tennis debut at No. 4 singles by
bringing home another easy 6-0, 6-1 win.
Trachsel’s appearance makes three straight
years that a freshman has started off the year
in one of the Jr. Bills’ top four spots (the
others being Marifian and Murphy-Baum).
Back at No. 1 doubles, senior Tom
Hoffman joined up with senior Gabe Vitale,
making 6-0, 6-0 look even easier than it
looks and adding another bagel to the team’s
proverbial Bread Co. bagel tray. (A bagel is
a 6-0, 6-0 win. Tennis does have slang.)
At No. 2 doubles, seniors Dan Mathis and
Jack “36” Berger defeated their opponents
6-0, 6-1.
Finally, senior Jeff Wang and junior
Alex Paino sped by their opponents 6-0, 6-0
in about twenty minutes. McCluer barely

see TENNIS, 13

Photo by Zac Boesch

Having eaten his Wheaties that morning, sophomore Greg Marifian puts substantial power into
a serve Monday vs. McCluer North.
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TortoiseandLinharesbills open Frizbills stoked
season with relay, field success to play college
tournament
T
F
8

Alex Hall
Reporter

he St. Louis U. High track and field
team buckled down for a week of
practice over spring break and saw the
dividends with a track win at the Gateway
Invitational and three individual field wins
at the Webster Invitational.
The season began last Saturday at the
abbreviated Gateway Invitational at Washington University. A combination of cold
weather, rain, and wind meant the Jr. Bills
could only run one race at the meet, the
4x800-meter relay. The Middistancebills,
junior Caleb Ford, sophomore Dan Raterman, and seniors Brandon Thornberry and
Austin Cookson, placed first in that relay at
8:26.75, earning ten points.
Senior Kevin Graves placed fourth in

discus with a throw of 126.2 feet, putting
SLUH at 15 team points and tenth overall.
The Notquitealltherebills carried insubstantial momentum into Wednesday’s Webster Invite, where the Jr. Bills’ second varsity squad
got the chance to compete in a varsity meet.
Those runners took third place overall thanks
mostly to success of the field athletes.
Junior Andrew Schiebe won the triple
jump with a 39.6-foot tri-bound, senior Cecil
Edward leapt 5’10” to win the high jump,
and senior Kevin Graves improved upon his
last show with a 135.5’ throw, also good for
first place. Sophomore Alex Cross finished
second in the shot at 47’1’’.
Last night’s MCC Relays at Vianney
were rained cancelled. The next major competition for the Jr. Bills is the University City
Invitational next Saturday, April 11.

Inline endures frustrating start

Ryan Boschert
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High roller hockey
team (1-7) came into the season unsure of what to expect after losing three
seniors who were crucial to the team’s success. The team did return three full-time
varsity players (seniors Tim Potter, Mike
Ikemeier, and Ryan Boschert) as well as
three swing players (seniors Mike Alberti,
Adam Twist and Joe Barry). New players
Stuart Fogarty and Jake Ritz round out the
squad.
In the team’s most recent game, the Jr.
Bills faced the undefeated Fox Warriors. The
Derbybills were undaunted and played the
first half even at 0-0. Fox quickly went up
3-0, but Tim Potter cut the lead to two with
a quick shot from the slot. The teams traded
goals and the score ended 4-2. Sophomore
goalie Justin Ragland stood on his head,
making numerous highlight-reel saves to
keep the team in the game, and even though
the outcome was not what the team wanted,
the Jr. Bills can take many positives out of
this loss.
The team’s best game came against Hazelwood West, which appeared to have won

the game before the game even started. But
the Jr. Bills came out flying, and took a 4-1
lead into the second half. Despite a second
half scare, the team managed to hang on for
a 4-3 victory.
The team lost two tough games playing with no subs—a seesaw season opener
against the Oakville Tigers (6-3) and a mercy
rule game over spring break against DeSmet
(10-0). SLUH lost to CBC 9-3 after trailing
just 3-2 at half, and were also mercied at the
hands of another MCC opponent, 11-1 to
Vianney, with Potter scoring the only goal
five seconds into the second half.
The team’s most frustrating loss came
against Chaminade, a team that the Jr. Bills
should have beaten soundly. SLUH scored
first but were stymied by the excellent goaltending of Chaminade for the rest of the first
half. The Red Devils took a 2-1 lead in the
final minutes of the second half, but freshman Jake Ritz tied the game on a beautiful
shot with just 36 seconds remaining in the
game, sending the game to overtime. In
overtime, however, Chaminade sent SLUH
home deflated.
While the team’s 1-7 record looks similarly deflating on the surface, SLUH’s

see ICE’EM, 13

Neil Backer
Reporter

ew ordinary citizens are aware that,
starting tomorrow, St. Louis will be
the host of a major college sports tournament, drawing over forty teams from
around the country and even British Columbia. Showdowns between perennial
powerhouses Florida, Carleton, Wisconsin, and Colorado will headline the event.
The sport is Ultimate Frisbee, which is
quickly gaining in national popularity.
Little fish in a big pond, SLUH and
DeSmet will play various college B-teams
in the two-day tournament. SLUH will be
playing collegiate opposition for the first time
since preseason, when they lost scrimmages
against Wash. U. and SLU.
“I think we can take one or two depending on schedule,” said head coach Eric Weiss.
“The goal is to see the game at a higher speed,
value the disc, find what difference the last
two steps of a cut make.”
Additionally, SLUH will be truly tested
for the first time since making the drive to
Columbia, Mo. There SLUH lost to a team
of Rockhurst alumni and to DeSmet, whom
SLUH will have to surpass to win State.
The Frisbills are well on their way to
earning a good seed at State, having piled
up three comfortable league wins thus far.

see CLOGGER, 13
PHOTO BY ZAC BOESCH

Junior Rich Pisoni (far right) lays out for the D while
senior Mark Waterman (far left) does the Heisman
against Parkway North on Sunday. The opponent
came down with the disc, but SLUH won 16-6.
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Chellis ’10 reflects on immersive trip to China
April 3, 2009
Luke Chellis
Core Staff

milk and tea. Most of the day was “free talk” time, just conversation
with the kids. At this relaxed tempo, we had plenty of time to crack
hock, shock, and it was over.
jokes, most of which soared hopelessly into the language barrier.
St. Louis U. High students senior Mark Cahill together with After we took intense classes of learning Chinese idioms, intonation,
juniors Kurt Eisele and I spent our two weeks in Nanjing, China, as and grammar, our hosts led us around to see an impressive succesquickly, casually, and freely as we did our hundreds of one-seventh- sion of famous ancient places. We quickly learned that everything
dollar Chinese currency, problematically similar in appearance and in China has a story—everything has a pride.
multitude to the choo-choo-trained Monopoly bills.
I found China to be a very eccentric and exciting place. Traffic
We were three foreign exchange students at the Nanjing Foreign laws in Nanjing are nearly nonexistent, even though the teeming city
Language School in the third year of the program. I cannot speak of 8 million people never seems to stop moving. China’s creative
for the others, but since I began studying the language, I have been interests lie in two directions—one backward-looking, toward their
interested in traveling to this strange land that lies nearly diametri- ancient ancestry, and one forward-looking, in awe of the United States.
cally opposed to my homeland. I wanted to lose myself in China’s They love to listen to American music like Maroon 5, and their pop
intricately and unfathomably deep cultural foundation, sense its seems to be trying to mimic ours. Every boy is obsessed with the
zeitgeist, and envision its future. I went for the experience.
NBA. The vast majority of men smoke cigarettes, and the Seinfeld
That experience began
outrage of double-dipping
with a near-fatal plane ride,
the chip does not apply.
but then every moment at
At a typical Chinese feast,
50,000 feet is near-fatal.
over nine courses will be
We had 15 hours. When we
served and spun around the
finally landed at Pudong Intable by hand on a rotating
ternational Airport in Shangglass with everybody diphai, the young Pennsylvanian
ping their chopsticks in for
teacher in the row behind
samples. We were constantly
us leaned forward and said,
running into bizarre things. I
“Just wait and see. Everyrode shotgun in bumper cars
thing just got 30 percent
against 12 Chinese carnies in
smaller.”
a zoo, led the American team
Although the desks,
to victory in the all-school
ceilings, and basketball
daily run, and was swarmed
hoops were indeed lower
at random public places by
and tighter, I soon discovered
strangers who wanted to take
(Right to left) juniors Luke Chellis and Kurt Eisele and senior Mark Cahill perform in a talent
the heart and hospitality show before over 3000 students and faculty at the Nanjing Foreign Language School in China pictures with us.
displayed by my host family and host school were enormous. We
I know the relationships that I developed with my host family,
have studied Chinese for only three years, so it would have been especially the boy my age, Xu Liang, will last me a lifetime. Durquite impossible for us to participate in all of their regular classes ing the evening, they carefully attended to me, taking me out to eat
like the exchange students at SLUH do. Instead, we had a planned at very nice restaurants, to meet their friends, and to experience
itinerary of our own classes with a mob of babysitters always on Nanjing life. I learned how to bargain aggressively at the Temple
call. Their seniors are able to take a college entrance exam midway of Confucius, world-famous for its abundance of small bazaars.
through the year, and the select students that score highly do not I also visited the country, though even four hours outside of the
need to attend classes the rest of the year. The twenty or so that had city, the population is still surprisingly dense. I even went on an
passed accompanied us around in our frivolity.
insider’s pass to the Nanjing Olympic training center where athletes
The classes we attended covered simple matters such as Chi- as young as six practice constantly, and shot two rounds of trap on
nese painting, Chinese music, and Chinese short poems. Few of their restricted range. Best of all, I was privileged to have a private
our teachers spoke any English at all, and the ones that could speak training session by a world-wide ping-pong champion in China of
English plainly refused to speak it. Even more maddening, most of all places.
the adults only knew basic English words, so when we looked at
I talked with my Chinese family extensively about all kinds of
them with blank stares, they pleasantly translated words like ‘good,’ things from current world news to the delicacies of fine tea. They
‘three,’ and ‘happy.’ Luckily, a student who could help us was never asked me if I like the president, but I tried to stay away from talkfar away.
ing about government. My Chinese mother is the party secretary
Our days at the school regularly included a not-so-stereotypical of the school and my Chinese dad is supposedly the equivalent of
few hours of ping-pong in an underground, hidden stadium/bike a governor for the communist party, though even his son doesn’t
parking garage. We had plenty of free-time to go hit up the nearby know exactly what he does. Needless to say, my family was fairly
see CHINA, 10
naicha shop, where we drank the oddly delicious, chilled mixture of well-off.
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CHINA

(from 9)
Despite our ideological separation, I immediately connected
to the dad. He was a spitfire and loved to make jokes that sent the
room in an uproar. He was also kind, quickly jumping to tend to
my every need. He would often lean his head close to mine and
explain all kinds of things because he loved to teach and instruct.
He frequently emphasized how welcome I was to return to China
and stay with them any time I would like.
The mom was sweet and lovely—a devilishly sly jokester
whose unrelenting wit put me straight at ease. She had the look of
a co-conspirator in a childish prank, boasting about me in a loud
voice to her friends and asking me for confirmation with comic
exaggeration. She liked messing with me like an older sister, ruffling my hair, gushing with pride and affection. She especially liked
teasing me about girls because I would grin and tease back. She
was always fun and motherly, and it was she who persuaded me to
change my Chinese last name to their family name. She loved to
say that although the Chinese are only allowed one child per family,
she now had another son, and she could not be more pleased.
Although my host student’s name was Xu Liang, he picked
Allen as his English name. He was a kind of silver-tongued Ricky
photo by zac boesch
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Ricardo. He was unfailingly polite without being uptight or prudish.
He was relaxed and laid back. He loved to talk about anything and,
above all, to laugh. His group of friends included a slew of characters including a guy who chose his English name to be Sorry just
so every time he would introduce himself by saying, “I’m Sorry.”
I quickly learned that he was at the center of all the social drama,
and yet he was a conservative fellow who would read philosophy
books and listen to Elton John and the like. He was good at almost
everything, and I was ecstatic when I actually beat him at ping-pong.
He was also vastly intelligent and a quick learner. We taught each
other and learned with and about each other, and it broke my heart
when he told me as I was leaving that he felt like he had just lost
something.
We enjoyed the freedom of a vacation, the comfort of a home,
the structure of a school day, the meals of a king, the challenge of
immersion, and the help of a skilled team. But most of all we made
friends—friends that I firmly believe will last forever—because
sometimes things just turn out the right way for no other reason than
that they have to. These friendships make life a companionship that
lives on if only in that quiet holdout of self called memory.

SILVER SCREEN

At center stage for the “Silver Screen Salute to
Cashbah” is this giant “Oscarilliken.”

(from 1)
in St. Louis. The package includes lunch
with executive producer Ivan Reitman and
a tour of the set. Hagan also pointed to the
vast collection of antique furniture available at the auction and said that this year’s
auction particularly features a lot of “artistic
items.”
Despite hard economic times, Hagan
said that this year has brought “more donations than ever. People have really stepped
up to meet that (financial) need.”
One significant loss was the heavy
sponsorship from the recently sold AnheuserBusch, which had bought the back page of
the catalog in past years. Hagan said that
AB-InBev has included educational support
in its newest financial plan and will probably
return as a sponsor next year. Major contributions this year, however, have come more
locally.
“We’ve been really, really taken by
our present parents and alumni who have
stepped up amazingly to fill that gap,” said
Hagan. “People have realized the gravity of
the economic situation.”
Laughlin said that he doesn’t think
the economic climate will deter generosity
because “benefactors … know that the resources they contribute will be put to good
use” at SLUH and “people rally around that.”

However, the outcome of the fundraiser, he
said, remains to be seen.
Hagan and fellow co-chair Nancy Guilfoy pointed to the huge volunteer effort that
makes the night possible. They said that up
to 400 student, parent, and faculty volunteers
will offer their services for the auction night,
with countless others helping with preparations and clean-up.
“It’s a great big group effort of SLUH
men and women for others,” said Hagan.
Laughlin said that he looks forward to
this year’s Silver Screen Salute to Cashbah,
not only because of the fundraising. “It’s a
special event … that brings people together,”
he said. “You find a mix of people at Cashbah who just value and love St. Louis U.
High.”

BELIZE

(from 2)
Digman said, “The experience was not
only about giving money, but to live beside
(the poor).”
Digman realized that the poor people
living there should be seen as hard-working,
motivated Catholics.
After working all week, they headed
home, leaving the people in a better position
and the SLUH parents and students aware
of how devastating poverty can be.
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$0.00

(from 1)
what’s going on where.”
Students are automatically logged into
PaperCut when they log into their own account, but if they log in as a generic student
they have to login into PaperCut each time
they print something, depending on whether
or not the printer is in the system.
Computer technician John Haefele
explained that the program is currently in
“monitoring mode” at SLUH, allowing the
computer administrators to see how many
sheets of paper each individual student is
using and which printers have the most usage. Each student has an account balance of
$0.00, but each printer charges 0 cents per
page.
At the end of the year the computer
technicians will most likely try to find the
average amount printed by a student per year.
One possibility they are discussing for next
year is starting each student with enough
credits to print off this average number of
sheets. Should a student go over that amount,
they might be charged for supplies. PaperCut
allows its administrators to choose which
printers will charge and which will not.
“The ideal is that whatever credit you
start with and whatever charge you’re paid
would work out so that, in a given year,
you wouldn’t need to exceed that number,”
explained Dickmann. “That’s why we’re
trying to gather data now, just to see how
much people are printing.”
“In most cases (the students) are probably just wasting paper and wasting toner,”
said Haefele. “Granted, there are going to
be a handful of students who have … four
classes where they’re going to have to print
regularly, and we’d make special concessions
to that.”
Dickmann said that many students print
off multi-paged websites when they only need
a small part of it. Haefele added that students
do not seem to take advantage of double-sided
printing, available on most printers. He also
said that, for such documents as those that
do not need to be turned in to a teacher, it
is possible to print two virtual pages to one
sheet.
Although the program is currently set up
with the library, Prep News, yearbook, and art
printers, Dickmann and Haefele emphasized
their focus on the printing data from the li-

News
brary printers. Since around March 12, when
they started running the software on a silent
mode, the two printers have together printed
approximately 32,000 sheets of paper.
The new software has already begun
to reduce wastefulness in the library, along
with making printing quicker, by connecting the two printers to one server. Instead
of students having to choose between using
the Alpha or Omega printers, their print job
will automatically be sent to whichever one
is available.
“(It’s) trying to reduce the number of
duplicate jobs that come out and trying to
make it so that there’s less waiting areas,”
said Dickmann.
“In the long run it should hopefully
help alleviate a lot of the wasteful printing,
because we do go through a lot of printing
paper,” said librarian Cortney Schraut. According to her, if it’s a busy week the library
may use up to ten reams of paper (500 pages
each) in just that one week. “That’s a huge
expense to the school,” she said.
Schraut also said that many students will
click “print,” not have their paper come out of
the printer quickly enough, and automatically
print it again or leave without it instead of
waiting. “It’s amazing how many (papers)
people leave on the printers,” Schraut said.
“People leave 20, 30 pages on a printer, or
they’ll print a paper out and never grab it.”
Art teacher John Mueller was also happy
to have the new system in place, as students
often print non-art-related papers with the art
room printers. “Kids print from anywhere
in the school,” said Mueller. “I find stuff
everyday in there.
“It’s frustrating for me because I feel I’m
responsible for these kids, to keep their fees
as decent as possible,” he continued. “It’s
costing the design kids when other people
print. It comes out of their fees.” According
to Mueller, it costs 18 cents every time a
sheet is printed from the colored printer and
$1,800 per year for colored ink cartridges.
PaperCut NG allows for its administrators to set limits on what computers and
people can print to specific printers, and some
form of this will be set up with the art room
printer to stop its usage by non-art students.
Such settings, Dickmann and Haefele say,
may change as they gather new information
on the situations surrounding various print-
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ers.

“I thinks it’s a way for them to sort
of put something in place where kids are a
little bit more responsible about what they’re
printing and help budget the printing, because
unfortunately—although paper does grow on
trees—it’s really a lot of waste, environmentally speaking,” said Schraut on PaperCut.
The software indeed addresses the environmental impact, as students—once the
program starts actually tallying how many
sheets they print on their computers—can
click on “details” in the application’s window
to see the percentage of trees they have used,
the number of grams of carbon dioxide they
have produced, and the hours of energy they
produce compared to a 60W bulb.
Student reaction to the software has been
mixed, although most do not know anything
about it. “At first I had no idea what it was,”
said junior Anthony Re’. “I think that the
administration should have explained it to
us or somebody should have told us what it
is.”
Although he recognized its benefit for
the environment, he expressed a general
sentiment of students fearing that the amount
of free sheets that will be designated to them
may not be enough, depending on what class
one is taking and which teacher he has. “I
just hope that we do get a reasonable amount,
because I think that tuition’s high enough
at our school already that to have to pay
for printed pages to turn stuff in will not be
fun,” Re’ said. “There’s a difference between
printing out a ten-page paper that you have
to turn in and printing out ten pages off a
website that you’re only going to use one
of.”
Sophomore Willie Whealen echoed Re’:
“I think that as long as it’s a fair amount of
sheets you get, I think it’d be a good idea,”
Whealen said. “I know people who come in
here and print off a lot of stuff non-related to
school, like pictures and just stuff they need
for their own personal use.”
“I think it’s probably a good idea, because people are printing off like 48 pages of
something without having to pay is kind of
taking money from the school,” said freshman Sam Body. He did warn, however, that
students are likely to find ways of getting
around the system.
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(from 5)
Interestingly enough, the game saw two
pairs of siblings competing, seniors Will
Derdeyn and John Savio with their respective
freshmen brothers, Pieter and Michael.
“The Blue and White game is what high
school sports is all about,” said Baudendistel.
“No egos, just fun competition.”
SLUH begins the Central Conference
Tournament tomorrow night at 7 p.m. at
MICDS. The tournament was moved to the
first week of April from its usual weekend
(the last weekend before State) to avoid
State rematches between Central Conference
teams, which typically sends three teams
to the last four at State. If SLUH advances
through the tournament, they will probably
play second-ranked DeSmet in the finals.

(from 5)
Brynac commented on the early scare,
“It was good for us to have that kind of
match early in the year to show us that it’s
not going to be easy.”
The team trekked out to Pattonville
Wednesday night to take on the Pirates. The
Pirates, contrary to what the volleyball “experts” of the Suburban Journal believe, were
no match for the powerful SLUH attack. The
Asicsbills won the match in two games by a
combined 13 points, and the constantly large
margins allowed head coach Paul Scovill to
use his deep bench.
The Triscuitsbills have a busy week
ahead, beginning tonight at 5:30 at Ft. Zumwalt West. SLUH will take on MCC rival
DeSmet Wednesday night at DeSmet.

(from 6)
and a sac-fly later in the game. And while the
Jr. Bills used their speed and aggressive baserunning mentality to steal seven bases, the
offense remained patient at the plate, walking
seven times for a 6-0 lead after three.
The Jaguar offense never got in gear. In
fact, the only thing Gateway Tech seemed
to do well was show off their dance moves
to the music played in between at bats. Up
comfortably, head coach Steve Nicollerat
summoned senior Joe Lafata and freshman
Mitch Klug in relief of Kuebel. Klug allowed
the only run, but kept his composure in
navigating a bases loaded jam in the sixth.
The TrevorHoffmanbills brought in firethrowing Alex Goedeker to seal the victory.
“The Superstore” threw a 1-2-3 inning and
two strikeouts to seal SLUH’s third win of
the season, 6-1.
The RayBurgerKingbills are enjoying

the early season success, but senior DH Jeff
Brand warns against complacency. “All three
games so far we have yet to play up to our
full potential,” he said.
SLUH will need to bring their best
game this weekend when they host the Jesuit
Classic, their first real test so far this season.
SLUH will play three other Midwest Jesuit
high schools, the first this Friday at 7 p.m.
against Creighton Prep from Omaha, Nebraska, likely the best team SLUH will face
all season. The Junior Jays bring a deceiving
2-2 record to St. Louis. The MattMorrisBills
will play two Saturday games, the first against
Loyola of Chicago and the second against
Rockhurst from Kansas City.
“I’m excited for the games this weekend,” said junior Scott Milles. “We will
definitely bring our ‘A’ game.”

JAYS

LACROSSE

(from 7)
and two from Hof.
To keep the lead, the Laxbills played a
possession game, keeping the ball from the
Lancers’ sticks and dominating the clock. Of
their few possessions, Lafayette converted
only twice. The Jr. Bills won 9-2.
     The Lacrossebills next play Verona from
Mount Verna, Wis. this Saturday at 3 p.m.
at DeSmet.
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to win. Obviously, it worked,” commented
Kennedy.
To say that the notes worked is an understatement. SLUH shot its lowest score
in school history and beat one of the best
teams in the area. SLUH was again led by
Felts and Kennedy, who both shot even par
on one of the area’s easiest courses. SLUH’s
total of 217 looks even better in the context
of a ten-shot victory over a perennial state
contender, Chaminade.
“Wednesday was the best I’ve ever seen
a SLUH golf team perform,” said head coach
Greg Bantle. “Granted, we were playing on a
very easy course (Hawthorne), but our scores
were still very low even in comparison to

Feature
Chaminade’s. Beating Chaminade by ten
strokes is almost unheard of.”
With its hodge-podge of sticky notes and
a school record, the 2009 Golfplayersbills
have all the confidence they need to continue
beating up on opponents and eventually win
a state title.
“After today especially I feel very
confident about the rest of this year,” said
FitzGerald. “If we continue to play the rest
of the year the way we played today I really
don’t see any MCC team beating us. Obviously, my ultimate goal would be for our top
five to win districts and qualify for State and
I think that is a very realistic goal.”

CLOGGER

(from 8)
of their three league wins—9-1 in a windshortened contest at Chaminade and 15-9
at Vashon—came in the weekends directly
before and after the Mizzou trip.
Then, after a lengthy Spring Break hiatus, the St. Louis U. High Ultimate Frisbee
team returned to the field on Sunday against
Parkway North, slightly rusty but prepared
to play. With practice cancelled on account
of rain on Saturday, the team had not played
together in more than ten days.
Despite the lull in the schedule, the
Shrekbills looked sharp, slashing through
the soft zone of Parkway North, and playing excellent defense along the way. The
Frizzbills took a 7-1 lead thanks to a slew of
catches from seniors Neil Backer and Tony
Billmeyer and juniors Rich Pisoni and Ryan
Oberman.
“I am excited about how well we
played,” commented Weiss on the players’
post-spring break form. “Everyone who was
there either scored, threw for the score, or
set up the throw, which is a good sign, to be

ICE’EM
(from 8)
senior-led squad head into the final stretch
of the schedule optimistic that the team
will mesh and recapture the form shown in
games against Hazelwood West, Fox, and

sure.”
After weathering a power surge of offense from the Jr. Bills, Parkway North fired
back, taking advantage of a tired SLUH defense, and scoring two quick points. SLUH
eventually tacked on an eighth point to go
into half with a 8-3 lead.
Parkway North started the second half on
a 2-1 run cutting SLUH’s lead to 9-5. After
a quick timeout and some much needed rest,
the Hammerbills rekindled their explosive
offense, ending the game on an impressive
6-1 run, helped by a string of scores from
junior Jack Seaton.
SLUH accumulated 20 D’s in the game
(more than they had turnovers) but four of
North’s six scores resulted directly from
breaking SLUH’s force (a man-to-man
defensive tactic geared towards sideline
trapping).
Next up, SLUH travels to Wentzville
for the Huck Finn college tourney, hoping to
gain some valuable experience playing and
watching top-level college Frisbee teams.

PN Golf Shot
of the Week
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Par 3
142 Yards

Three over par with three holes to go,
junior Kyle Felts made a bit of magic to
secure SLUH a win over Chaminade. He
capped off birdies on each of the last three
holes by holing out a 12-yard chip shot
downhill (illustration by Jack Bowe).

TENNIS

(from 7)
returned a shot.
	Zarrick told the Suburban Journal, “We
did not win the MCC last year and would
love to challenge for that this season. I would
like to qualify most, if not all, of our players
from districts to the state tournament.”
Much tougher challenges loom ahead,
though. The BabolatBills are set to face off
against Priory tomorrow, Chaminade on
Monday, DeSmet on Wednesday, and MICDS
on Thursday. The DeSmet match should be
particularly tough, as four of SLUH’s varsity
players will be gone on retreat. The JV team
must prove its depth by sending a few players
up. And the six seniors and sophomore leader
Marifian will have to keep the ship steady in
the wake of the land-lubbing newcomers.

PN ADvertisements

Dr. Tai is recruiting 8 students and 16 host families for a summer English enrichment camp for
16 Chinese high-school students from Taiwan, and she needs your help. They will be in St. Louis
from June 29-July 10. Any SLUH student interested will coach two Chinese students in English
conversation, receiving $10 an hour. Host families will be expected to provide meals and transportation with a compensation of $200. Please contact Dr. Tai if you are interested.
FOR SALE: 1991 Subaru Legacy Wagon, 131,000 miles, stick shift, in good running condition
but no a/c. $1200. If interested, please speak to Mr. Moran or email him at rmoran@sluh.org.
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by framing windows in the walls, building
tresses, and laying a tin roof. Each finished
construction featured a loft at one end and
had floor dimensions of 20 by 12 feet.
Strategic Alliance, an organization
that runs outreach programs in third-world
countries, including Mission: Mexico, also
had members available to translate if necessary.
Despite the linguistic barriers, the volunteers still interacted with the locals often,
particularly with the children. Some of the
families assisted with building or painting.
Many group members played simple games
with the kids, including soccer, marbles, or
just lifting them and carrying them. “They’d
ask to be swung around, so I picked them
up (and) swung them around until I couldn’t
really,” Flaker said.
Mission: Mexico Core Team member
Louie Hotop said that meeting the people
there showed their hospitality. “You find out
they’re not that different from us,” he said.
“They’re the most generous people you’ll
ever meet.”
Many of the participants noted that the
locals’ happiness persisted even in their
conditions of extreme poverty.
Mission: Mexico Core Team member
Ben Merrill noted the horrible conditions
families in Reynosa often liven in. “They’re
basically living on a landfill, and their houses
are made out of any trash they can find,” he
said.
“We’re looking at people, some of

(whom) live in a lean-to next to a pig farm,”
said Stewart. “Poverty exists everywhere.
(But) this kind of poverty does not exist
everywhere.”
“The good living, or the not so bad living,
is probably considered poverty here (in the
United States),” said Flaker. “People in the
colonia (were) living on a dump in shacks
basically scraps put together.”
Due to recent violence in the Reynosa
area, Stewart and Principal John Moran were
unsure if the trip would proceed as planned.
The pair started following the situation
carefully about six weeks before the trip
and contacted many people knowledgeable
about the potential effects of the violence in
the border region. Among their contacts were
Sister Maureen Fitzgerald, who now lives in
Connecticut but was formerly located at Cor
Jesu; Paige Friedman, a Cor Jesu student
who went to Mexico on a similar project a
few weeks ago; and Roland Ashby, who runs
Strategic Alliance. After carefully studying
the factors, Stewart decided to continue with
the trip.
“Dr. Moran said to me, ‘What decision
do you want to go with?’” said Stewart .
“(The contacts) said it was no different than
how we’ve experienced it.”
He added, “There’s been violence in
Mexico for a long time, longer than we’ve
been going.”
The group’s departure on Monday,
March 23 was delayed by a broken plane,
and they had to wait for a few hours at the
airport before settling the matter with Ameri-

can Airlines. After spending a relaxing day
at SLUH and spending the night at Comfort
Inn, the mission group woke up at 2 a.m. to
board their plane.
Although most participants could not
speak Spanish well enough to talk directly
with the families, the volunteers still managed
to communicate reasonably well with the
locals. Stewart said, “A lot of guys have taken
a year or two of Spanish or watched Sesame
Street (and) can count to ten. I can fumble
my way through a couple sentences.”
Hotop said that the major difference
between Mission: Mexico and more typical service projects was the experience of
a foreign culture. The mission trip had the
same spirit as other projects. “It doesn’t (differ),” he said. “A service project anywhere
should be about developing a relationship
with people who are in need.”
Stewart agreed but said that the decision
to work in Mexico added to the commitment
of the project. “In terms of commitment, it’s
pretty intense,” he said. “It reaffirms why I
love teaching here.”
“Seeing the life of not-so-privileged
countries is an experience in itself,” reflected
Flaker. “You get a lot out of that, to see how
generous they are even though they have
less.”
“You build a house for this family, but
when you’re down there you come to realize that you’re not just building it for this
family,” said Merrill. “You’re building this
community around this family.”

(from 2)
longer than American students typically
study a foreign language. English classes
begin at age 8, and students have the class
two or three times per week. Students have
English four times per week in middle school
and five times per week in senior school. The
exchange students here are aged fourteen to
almost sixteen, and will continue learning
English until age seventeen.
The exchange students were confronted
with other major differences in schooling
methods upon coming to America. Though
in Russia students go to school on Saturday,
classes begin at 9 a.m. The longest break
is twenty-two minutes long, but there are
sizable breaks between each of the five
or six classes every day, said Sasha Ego-

rova. Furthermore, students do not choose
classes—the curriculum is set up for them,
according to Smirnova.
SLUH Russian language students host
the exchange students during their stay in
America. The students SLUH studens host
are the same ones that hosted the SLUH
students during their trip to Russia during
summer ’08. Senior Alex Smittle, who is part
of one of the host families, says his main duty
is “hanging out in St. Louis,” exposing the
students to American life in a very realistic
way, a job he finds “pretty cool.”
Paul Bubash, who also hosted an
exchange student, said that for his family,
hosting the exchange student has been “a
little added stress but I think they enjoyed

the experience. (We) have to plan activities
all the time,” he said.
The exchange students said they were
unaccustomed to the American way of eating
mostly frozen food. “We cook everything,”
said Egorova. In addition, the use of cars
as the primary means of transportation was
unusual, as people mainly walk or ride the
Metro. As for the St. Louis Metro system,
Paulina Petrash said, “it is terrible.” In St.
Petersburg, residents enjoy a very efficient
mass transit system. Yet despite the differences, the exchange students are enjoying
America. Said Petrash, “I don’t want to
leave!”
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ARTISM
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the pristine white SLUH van and their own
cars to drive across Highway 40 to the art
museum.
Bugnitz described the event as a laidback affair, allowing “everyone (to) sort of
go their (own) way.” She also praised the art
for managing to be “highly refined without
losing that elegance,” and remarked that
“some of the stuff going on in other cultures
was (so) overly ornate.”
Mueller echoed Bugnitz, saying he
was “impressed with the exhibit because
of the simplicity and the link to the beauty
of nature.” Mueller’s favorite piece was a
long painting showing a series of athletic
scenes.
	English teacher Chuck Hussung accompanied the group. “It was interesting to
see (the Chinese students) here in St. Louis
(looking at) art from Nanjing,” he said. “They
are not just Chinese students, but students of
art.” Hussung recalled seeing an inkstone,
which is used in Chinese calligraphy, that
caught his interest because Overmatch had
written an essay about his love of calligraphy earlier that year in Hussung’s English
class.

News

ROCK OUT
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favorite band present also. He said that he
knows the guys and that he has seen them
perform a couple of times before.
Twins of Metropolis is an acoustic guitar
duo made up of seniors Brian Kinealy and
Pat Zundel.
Browne said, “They sounded very nice
together and the (singer) had a beautiful
voice.”
Before the City Sleeps, made up of senior
Tom Markowski, Bishop DuBourg student
Danny Ruzicka, and Yale Secondary School
student John Hams, played indie music.
Linhares said, “I had never heard them
before. They were better than I expected.”
Raising Kane, containing senior Drew
Morris, senior Brian Kinealy, Marquette
student Mason Marshall, John F. Kennedy
student Jon Metz and DeSmet student Luke
Thompson, played metal and hard rock.
Browne said that they were her favorite
band and said, “They were really good (and)

15
performed very well.”
Project 324, consisting of Chaminade
students Danny Sly and Ian Miller, Lindbergh
students Mike Vangel and Trevor DeHart,
and Kirkwood Senior High student Julian
Loida, played R.E.M. and Dave Matthews
Band-styled rock.
“I had never heard Project 324 before
but I really liked them,” said Nahlik.
As added entertainment, Leahy threw
in a dance competition before Project 324’s
set. He set up two teams who formed circles
and then played techno on the keyboard and
jammed with Project 324. He said that it
flowed really smoothly into their set because
they were already playing and the crowd was
already energetic.
According to Nahlik, STUCO sold about
eighty of the 300 T-shirts that they bought
for the event. Diane Klenke, mother of Chris
Zandstra, said that he loved drawing flames
and the color orange. She said it was as if
he had designed the T-shirt himself.

Signs of Spring

photo by zac boesch

BACKBOARDED
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The remaining four hoops from the old gym
will be given back to AALCO.
The new backboards cannot be installed
in the new gym yet because the flooring
process has not been completed. Currently,
floorboards are being laid down. When this
is complete, the floor will be sealed, painted,
and finished. In order to bring in a lift to
install the new hoops, the floor must be set.
This entire process should be complete within
the next three to four weeks, according to
Director of Facilities Joe Rankin.
The six hoops from the current gym
will be carried over to the new gym, and
the six from AALCO, currently sitting in
a warehouse, will also be brought in. A lift
will be used to allow two workers to bolt in
the backboards, which are about150 pounds
each.

The first sign of spring appeared early during spring break despite cold weather and a spell of snow.

Mr. Missey’s Cardinal baseball
record prediction 2009
78 wins, 84 losses
If you see Mr. Missey, please let him know that you’re praying for him.

Header
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by Conor Gearin

Friday, April 3
Schedule R
Sophomore Class Liturgy AP
Fine Arts Survey Field Trip AP
Emergency Drill (Lockdown) AP
College Reps:
Christendom College
Illinois Institute of Art
Cashbah Preview Party
POLO @ Central Conference Tourn.
(thru 4/4)
IM Jr. Soccer vs. Faculty All Stars
BASE @ Jesuit Classic @ SLUH 4:30pm
B-BASE vs. Eureka 4:30pm
C-BASE @ Chaminade 4:30pm
VBALL (V/JV) @ Ft. Zum. South 4:30pm
TENN (V/JV) @ Priory 4pm
AP Snack—Cheddar Bites
Lunch: Special—Meatless Pasta
Healthy—Baked Pollock
Saturday, April 4
CASHBAH 5:30pm
ACT Exam 7:30am
BASE @ Jesuit Classic @ SLUH 3pm
Sunday, April 5
Junior Kairos Retreat (thru 4/8)
Monday, April 6
Schedule R
IM Fr. Soccer vs. Faculty All Stars
TENN (V/JV) vs. DeSmet 4pm
VBALL (V/JV) vs. Pkwy W. 4:15pm
AP Snack—Cookies
Lunch: Special—Pizza
Healthy—Roasted Turkey
Tuesday, April 7
Schedule R
IM Soph. Soccer vs. Faculty All Stars
College Reps:
Maryville University
BASE vs. Hancock 4:30pm
B-BASE vs. Maplewood 4:30pm
C-BASE vs. DuBourg 4:30pm
GOLF (V/JV) vs. CBC 3:30pm
AP Snack—Pizza Sticks
Lunch: Special—Taco Salad
Healthy—Baked Chicken Quarter

Calendar

Wednesday, April 8
Schedule R
Fr. Tutorial AP
AP Psych Review in M106 @ AP
Ignatian Mix-It Up Lunch
IM Sr. Soccer vs. Faculty All Stars
C-BASE Collinsville 4:30pm
TRACK (B/C) @ NWHS Inv. 4pm
POLO @ MICDS 7pm
GOLF (V/JV) @ Vianney 3:30 pm
TENN (V/JV) vs. Chaminade 4pm
ACES/PAL Sessions 5:30pm
AP Snack—Mini Burritos
Lunch: Special—Chicken Rings
Healthy—Chicken Parmesan
Thursday, April 9
No School
Holy Thursday
BASE (V/B) @ DeSmet 1pm
C-BASE vs Vianney 12pm
TENN (V/JV) @ MICDS 4:15pm
Golf MCC Tourney
Friday, April 10
No School
Good Friday
Saturday, April 11
Holy Saturday
TRACK (V/JV) @ U-City Inv. 10am
BASE vs. DuBourg 11am
Sunday, April 12
Easter Sunday
Monday, April 13
No School
Easter Monday
STUCO Fundraiser (thru 4/17)
BASE (V/B) vs. Mehlville 1:30pm/11am
TENN (V/JV) vs. John Burroughs 4pm
Tuesday, April 14
Schedule R
STUCO Senior Elections (thru 4/17)
Soph. English Bonus Reading AP
IM Fr./Soph./Sr. Bashball
BASE (V/B) @ Chaminade 4pm
VBALL (V/JV) @ FH 5pm

April 3, 2009
*Lunch menu subject to change.

Apr. 3 - Apr. 17

POLO vs. Pkwy W 4pm
TRACK (C/B) @ Hazelwood West 4pm
TENN (V/JV) vs. Pkwy. W. 4pm
Golf vs. Westminster 3:30pm
AP Snack—Cookies
Lunch: Special—Redi Ribs
Healthy—Italian Sampler Plate
Wednesday, April 15
Schedule R
AP Psych Review in M106 @ AP
Fr. Tutorial AP
North Central Committee Visit
IM Fr./Soph./Sr. Bashball
TRACK (JV/C) vs. CBC, Rockwood,
Vianney 4pm
VBALL (V/B) vs. Marquette 4:30pm
TENN (V/JV) @ CBC 4pm
Golf (V/JV) @ Vianney 3:30pm
AP Snack—Nachos
Lunch: Special—Pizza
Healthy—Turkey Divan
Thursday, April 16
Half Day Schedule
President’s Reception 7pm
North Central Committee Visit
Faculty Mtg. 1pm
C-BASE vs. St. Mary’s 4:30pm
Water Polo @ DeSmet Inv.
Friday, April 17
Schedule R
PowerSchool Updates
Fr. Class Liturgy AP
Pax Christi Benefit Concert 6pm
College Reps:
Truman State University
MLK Presentation for Juniors 8:54am
IM Soph./Jr./Sr. Bashball
BASE vs McCluer 4:30pm
B-BASE vs MICDS 4:15pm
TRACK @ KU Relays
POLO @ DeSmet Inv.
TENN (V/JV) vs. Vianney
AP Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch: Special—Toasted Ravioli
Healthy—Sweet ’n’ Sour Chicken

Prep News Quote of the Week

“If you wish to make an apple pie from scratch, you must first invent the universe.”
-Carl Sagan

