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Monkeys (from left) John Milton (junior Andrew Kresyman), Franz Kafka (senior Andy Frank),
and Jonathan Swift (junior Kevin Kickham) work on typing Hamlet in in the one act entitled
“Words, Words, Words” directed by Frank.

Navy SEAL to drop in for a visit
Matt Bettonville, Luke Chellis
Core Staff

S

t. Louis U. High and the St. Louis Science Center share numerous facilities.
The neighbors frequently lend each other
parking lot space, roadways, and landscaping for the benefit of both learning
institutions. Today, however, SLUH will
lend its football field to a less common
Science Center request.
“They needed a place to land a Navy
SEAL, and we have one,” said Principal John
Moran. A team of the elite Navy SEALs and
Special Warfare Combatant crewmen, collectively called the Leap Frogs, will parachute
in formation onto SLUH’s football field as
part of a Science Center event celebrating
St. Louis Navy Week, according to Navy
Lieutenant Robert Harris. The Leap Frog
jump will be televised, and a half-hour meet
and greet with the Navy SEALs will follow
the demonstration.
The landing is scheduled for 11 a.m.,
the same time that underclassmen lunch or

upperclassmen fifth period begins. Although
the landing is not a SLUH event, Moran
encouraged teachers to let their freshmen
and sophomores out of fourth period a few
minutes early so that they have the opportunity to settle themselves in their seats before
the introductions of the jumpers.
“I don’t want people to have the impression that SLUH contacted the Navy so that
it would be really cool to have these guys
jump. We are releasing kids a little early,
(but) that’s as much about making sure that
we don’t interrupt an event that the Science
Center is hosting that lots of students will be
interested in watching,” said Moran, noting
that a sunny, 80 degree day and a parachuter
during a student’s lunch might attract some
attention and lead to students disrupting the
landing ceremony.
Navy Rear Admiral Philip Davidson will
host the only aspect of Navy Week aimed
directly at SLUH students. Davidson will
present to U.S. History teacher Tom Mc-

see SEAL, 12

irector of Diversity Robert Evans
was appointed to the role of Assistant Principal for Diversity, a new position
that Principal John Moran said he created
to keep diversity a “major priority” in the
school.
“I think this says a lot about the school’s
commitment to diversity,” said Evans. The
decision came after Moran evaluated the
administration for next year and determined
that the role he saw for Evans was the work
of an administrator.
“People around here take diversity very
seriously, but there was an opportunity for
more,” said Moran of his initial impression
of diversity upon coming to SLUH.
Evans currently meets with Moran
weekly to discuss diversity at SLUH. His
new position as Assistant Principal will
bring those discussions before the whole
administrative team and the Instructional
Council. Evans will continue the work he
did as Director of Diversity, which Moran
described as “recruiting and retaining students and faculty of color,” but he will add
roles in the hiring process and a position on
the CARE team, an administrative counseling group that addresses specific student
problems.
“Many people will not see the difference,” said Moran. “But it brings him onto
my team. Any issue (the administration)
encounters … I want his perspective to be a
part of it.”
Despite his new administrative position,
Evans said he will continue to co-teach his

see EVANS, 12
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April showers at Spring Fling
Eric Mueth
Reporter

S

t. Louis U. High students enjoyed the
calm before the storm on Saturday
Apr. 18 at STUCO’s annual Spring Fling
daytime event, while more came for the
Lollapasluhsa mixer and the torrential
downpour that followed. The forecast
called for bad weather, so all the basketball and bashball events were moved inside to the gym. Guitar Hero stayed in the
Danis Lobby, and the bands played both
outside and inside. The National Honor
Society held its barbeque outside because
the rain held off until later in the day. The
day topped off with the mixer at 7 p.m.
with over 1,100 people in attendance.
The day got off to a sluggish start as
only 21 3-on-3 basketball teams were in the
tournament, the fewest number of teams to
compete during Spring Fling coordinator
Dave Barton’s tenure. Portable baskets were
used inside the gym because the regular
baskets were moved to the Danis Fieldhouse.
The winning team consisted of Barton and
seniors Cole Christian, Pat Lanter, and Jake
Pleban.
Bashball and Guitar Hero were available
during the day for anyone to play.

Plainview Friday, the first band, composed of juniors Ryan Bedell, Mike Dienstbach, Jamie Hagan, Luke Landolt, and Tony
Medina, performed outside because the rain
held off. Tuxedo Park, which consists of
SLUH juniors Dane Stole, Mike Ottenlips,
and Jim Butler, and Webster High School
juniors Mike Flynn and Tim Adams, was
forced to play inside the gym after the rain
started.
Junior STUCO president Kevin Mueller said, “Everyone seemed to have a good
time. It was different from years past because
there wasn’t much of a crowd, but it still was
successful.”
Barton noted that there were not as many
people as usual because of spring sports
conflicts including track meets, a lacrosse
tournament, and a water polo tournament,
but there was about the number he expected.
“I think that everyone who was there had a
good time,” Barton said.
The daytime events were over by 4:30,
and the mixer began at 7 p.m. It included 20
chaperones and two policemen for the crowd
of roughly 1100 people. No major incidents
occurred.
Said Brock Kesterson of the new policy

see LOLLAPASLUHZA, 14

New archbishop named for St. Louis
Pat Lynch
Core Staff

P

ope Benedict XVI appointed Bishop
Robert J. Carlson the tenth Roman
Catholic archbishop of St. Louis on Tuesday. Carlson will replace Archbishop Raymond Burke, who left the post in June to
become the Prefect of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura in Rome.
Carlson was born in Minneapolis, Minn.
on June 30, 1944. He earned his bachelor’s
in philosophy from St. Paul’s Seminary in
1966, a master’s degree in divinity from
St. Paul’s in 1976, and a Licentiate in
Canon Law from the Catholic University
of America in 1976. He was ordained to the
priesthood on May 23, 1970.
After serving as a tribunal of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, Carlson
became Auxiliary Bishop of St. Paul and
Minneapolis in 1983. In 1994, Carlton was
appointed Bishop of Sioux Falls, S.D.
Following his tenure in Sioux Falls,

Carlson became the Bishop of Saginaw,
Mich., where he has been for the last 15
years. During his tenure at Saginaw, Carlson
focused on five priorities: vocations, Catholic schools, service to the poor, stewardship,
and evangelization.
Carlson was introduced to the St. Louis
media on Tuesday at the Rigali Center in
Shrewsbury.
Theology teacher Jim Linhares said
he liked what he saw out of the new archbishop. He said the archbishop-elect looked
“comfortable in the question and answer”
with the media. “He impressed me with his
resume,” Linhares said. “He seems to be a
very able administrator.”
Theology teacher Ralph Houlihan, S.J.,
really liked how Carlson handled the tough
questions at the press conference. “He never
seemed to back down (when dealing with
the difficult questions),” Houlihan said.
Carlson also visited Kenrick Seminary,
where he shook hands with all the seminar-

see CARLSON, 13
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Pax Christi
hosts concert
for Haiti

Conor Gearin
Core Staff

T

he Pax Christi “Educate the World”
Benefit Concert rocked the Drury
Plaza at St. Louis U. High from about 6 to
10 p.m. last Friday. The concert featured
local bands, including (in order of appearance) Kali, the Dirty Fries, Dead of ’92,
and Tuxedo Park.
“It was fun, but I guess more people
could have been there,” said sophomore
Austin Winn, drummer for Dead of ’92.
“I think the bands were good,” said
sophomore David Boll. “The people that
were there were into it and enjoyed it, but it
could have been promoted better,” he said,
noting that Spring Fling, which took place
the next day, may have turned some people
away.
“I think it was great,” said Pax Christi
member and concert organizer James Fister.
“Unfortunately, there were a lot of other
things going on, so there was a little competition,” he said, mentioning the Spring Fling
and the Visitation Academy prom, which
was that night.
	Yet Fister was pleased with the turnout.
“We got a decent amount of people, and the
dollar amount was good,” he said.
In all, about 45 area high school students came to the event, donating a total of
$710.
Pax Christi donated all of its revenue
from the concert to Moun Pou Moun, an
organization that assists Hatian schoolchildren in paying for their tuition, books, and
clothes, in addition to building permanent
houses for Haitian families.
The co-founder of Moun Pou Moun,
Rodney Yarnal, was the best man at English
teacher David Callon’s wedding, so when
sophomore Joe Earsom suggested that Pax
Christi start a fundraiser. Callon agreed since
he knew that Yarnal’s organization could use
the funds.
Fister said the concert’s $710 proceeds
paid for a fifteen-year-old to attend one year
of high school, and paid for another student’s
books.
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Editorial
Car Free day: May 13

Two years ago St. Louis U. High held Car Free Day as practice
for anticipated highway troubles from Highway 40 construction.
The day took place in a year when the debate over climate change
was hot. The Prep News featured a string of letters about parking
plans and the environmental impact of SUVs. The day was the talk
of the SLUH community and many juniors and seniors probably
remember which way they took to school that day and stories of
other peoples’ interesting journeys to school.
Since that time, climate change has become a more widely
accepted fact. The Highway 40 closure has not been the traffic
armageddon that many feared. The Metro ballot initiative failed,
and bus routes west of 270 have been cut. Yet discussion of mass
transit and the environmental and economic changes it brings have
been sparse in our hallways and classrooms.
We as SLUH students should care that some of our own have
been affected by the bus cuts and that more stand to be inconvenienced
in the event of further cut backs on the bus or rail systems east of
270. As citizens of St. Louis and as possible future leaders of the
St. Louis community, we should desire to help those who rely on
Metro and appreciate the positive externalities of this cost-effective,
energy-saving, and community-building alternative to driving alone
down the highway.
Students depend almost exclusively on automobiles without

looking at other options. As citizens of the world we should be
conscious of the issue of climate change. Even if we don’t consider
ourselves environmentalists, we should weigh the pros and cons of
a greener world.
This is why the Prep News and STUCO are encouraging all
students and faculty to find and use alternatives to driving to school
on the morning of Wednesday, May 13. These other options—taking
MetroBus, MetroLink, or bicycles, getting dropped off by a parent
on his/her way to work, carpooling, even kayaking down the river
Des Peres—will not only raise awareness of public transportation
and introduce commuters to other options, but will also increase
our sense of community with their city and St. Louis U. High.
Be creative: combine cycling and riding in an effort to lessen
our dependance on automobiles. We are still looking for ideas to
make sure the day is a success. Please contact a Prep News staffer
or STUCO officer if you would like to help plan.
We believe that the SLUH community can lessen its dependency
on automobiles to the point where fewer than 200 cars will be in the
student parking lot on that Wednesday. If the SLUH community is
able to meet this goal, we will provide donuts for the entire school.
We hope that this incentive helps to sweeten the deal that already
has the benefits of community, efficiency, and an increased awareness for alternatives that are feasible in our daily lives.

Freshmen, sophomores choose STUCO

Nick Fandos
Staff

U

nderclassmen Student Council (STUCO) elections took place this week,
following the election of senior class and
executive representatives last week.
While freshmen incumbents—president
Jack Witthaus, pastoral representative James
Griffard, and social representative Justin
Ramacciotti—were all reelected to serve
as representatives for their sophomore
year, junior representatives for the ’09-’10
school year will be slightly different. Current sophomore president Tim McCoy and
pastoral representative Phil Nahlik will return
next year, accompanied by Gino Perrini, a
first-time social representative. Voter turnout
was high in both elections.
Polling was staggered over much of the
past week in order to avoid overlap between
the respective class’ voters. Freshmen voted
in a primary election on Monday, and after
hearing speeches from each remaining candidate at a mandatory Tuesday meeting, voted
in a final election on Wednesday.
Sophomores filled the gaps by voting in
primaries on Tuesday, hearing speeches from

each candidate on Wednesday, and voting
in a final election on Thursday. All voting
was completed electronically outside of the
cafeteria during students’ lunch periods.
McCoy, elected by the current sophomore class for a third successive term, says
his goals lie in his class’s attitude toward
their classmates and the school. “School
spirit hasn’t really been a strong point in our
class,” said McCoy. “The big thing is getting
everyone to love where they are and ... find
something they can do here.”
Although McCoy acknowledged that
class unity has “gotten a lot better this year,”
he intends to make the issue a focus of his
presidency.
Also reelected to a third term, Nahlik’s
goals as pastoral representative for the current
sophomore class are similar to McCoy’s, but
with more emphasis on service.
“I want to focus on getting more people
involved with stuff they can be excited
about,” said Nahlik. He offered examples
such as CSP and the freshman retreat as
opportunities to do so. Nahlik also plans to
address weekly prayer services by integrating
more pop culture.

As the only newly-elected representative, Perrini echoed McCoy’s and Nahlik’s
call for increased class unity and involvement. He also offered the class formal
dance and day of service as specific areas
of improvement since both were cancelled
this year because of its coincidence with the
Spring Fling.
“Junior year is a pretty big year for us,”
said Perrini, explaining that he would “try to
listen to everybody, (and) get everybody’s
opinion” to help improve the class.
Unlike their current sophomore counterparts, freshman STUCO representatives
have only served since early February and
will only now enter a full term.
Witthaus, while wary of complacency
following his successful re-election bid,
described his victory as “quite an honor”
and his position as one rooted in service.
“I intend to do my best and listen to my
students,” said Witthaus, elaborating on his
position of service. “You are a man for others, so it is a real honor that my classmates
put confidence in me.”
When asked about specific goals, Wit-

see STUCO, 12
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Boesch’s photographs decorate Campus Ministry

Kevin Casey
Editor

T

he St. Louis U. High Campus Ministry office’s renovation and expansion
wowed Jr. Bills at the beginning of the
school year, but a recent addition to the
space has taken it to a whole new level.
Last Wednesday, 14 photographs taken
by senior Zac Boesch were hung in the office. Each colored photo contains a religious
scene related to SLUH.
According to Director of Community
Service Colleen Rockers, who was at the
forefront of the project, the whole project
started when Boesch gave Assistant Director
of Campus Ministry Brian Gilmore a closeup photo of the SLUH St. Ignatius statue’s
finger pointing to the globe for Christmas.
Gilmore showed the picture to Rockers, who requested to have a copy for her
office. “I was in Mr. Gilmore’s office, saw
it, and just was stunned by its beauty,” said
Rockers. Once Rockers had a copy hanging

in her own office, she started to think.
“I went and spouted this idea to the
campus ministry people,” she said. “I said,
‘What would you think if we had Zac do
some photography of places around here,
like (the St. Ignatius photo)—not the whole
of something, not peoples’ faces, not something that gets dated—to fill (the campus
ministry) wall and let it be meditative. The
more we talked about it the more of an idea
it became.”
Boesch started taking photos over the
Christmas break and Senior Project. According to Boesch, he spent several Saturdays to
get most of his shots, usually with a vision
of what he wanted already in mind. His
ideas led him to various spots throughout
the school, especially the Main Chapel and
North American Martyrs Chapel.
	Once he accumulated enough photos
to make the project happen—Boesch says
he still gets new ideas on shots he could
take—he narrowed them down to what he

Tycho to toss out first pitch
Eric Lewis
Reporter

S

t. Louis U. High Latin teacher Mark
Tychonievich will be throwing out the
first pitch at the Cardinals game against
the Milwaukee Brewers on Saturday, May
16 at 12:10 p.m. as part of a benefit for the
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network (PanCan).
PanCan is a national organization
dedicated to “enacting and fully funding the
Pancreatic Cancer Education Act ... increasing federal funding for the National Cancer
Institute ... enacting the Kennedy-Hutchison
21st Century Cancer ALERT Act ... (and)
enacting legislation that would create a National Cancer Fund,” according to PanCan’s
website, www.pancan.org.
Tychonievich, diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in June 2007, had surgery to
remove his tumor a year ago this week, and
he has been having CAT scans every three
months since. However, the frequency of the
scans has recently decreased.
“Since I’ve already made it two years,”
Tychonievich said, “I only have to go in
every six months (for a CAT scan) ... I’m
incredibly blessed to be where I am.”
Nearly 38,000 Americans are diagnosed

with the disease each year, and approximately
29,000 of those die within a year of diagnosis.
Within five years, 95 percent of survivors will
contract the disease once again. Pancreatic
cancer causes the fourth most cancer-related
deaths each year and is one of the most lethal
cancers, leaving few survivors. Still, little is
known about the disease because of lack of
funding for research.
“It’s a very small and very deadly cancer,” Tychonievich explained. Breast cancer,
for example, affects 205,000 women each
year, and prostate cancer affects 189,000
men. While the fatality rate has declined in
recent years for many cancers, pancreatic
cancer is a notable exception.
“I (will) represent everyone with this
disease and everyone who had ever had it,”
said Tychonievich of the event. “It’s a very
nice honor. Here I am a survivor, and I just
think about all the people I’m representing.”
Allen Bernstein, a fellow St. Louis area
pancreatic cancer survivor, will be joining
him on the pitchers mound.
“This (event) is meant to raise awareness throughout the St. Louis community,”
said St. Louis Affiliate event coordinator Sue

see PITCH, 12

considered the best possibilities, distributing
CDs of pictures to Rockers and the others
along the way. He then sat down with the
campus ministry team to narrow things down
even further.
“Deciding exactly what to do by committee is a very time-consuming event, but
we decided to have a meeting in which we
put all the pictures that he had up on the big
screen in the conference room and choose
some,” said Rockers. “We narrowed based
on theme—there were so many beautiful
pictures, it was just overwhelming.”
Due to scheduling challenges, it was
agreed that Gilmore and Rockers would
make bigger decisions concerning the photos
chosen, narrowing down the selection to
25. Finally, the team selected the 14 photos
hanging in the campus ministry office.
Although the final shots had been chosen,
Boesch said he had to retake many of them
to get them just right.

see BOESCH, 13

Blood Drive By the Numbers

155 bags of chips
120 drinks (water/juice)
77 people present
70 bagels
69 productive units
207 lives saved (1 unit to three lives)
54 first time donors
11 pass outs
9 American Red Cross staff
6 deferrals (due to Belize, antibiotics, etc.)
5 faculty donors
0 movies
		
—reporting by Pat O’Leary

Spain vs. France
photo by connor blanquart

Junior Chad Carson of the Spanish (left) defends
against the French offensive attack from junior
Charles Stolze for the first time in history. Spanish
Club took home the pride, 4-1.
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Floridian Wolverines wash water polo’s streak

April 24, 2009
Curtis Riganti
Staff

T

he St. Louis U. High water polo team
finally had its winning streak snapped
on Saturday night at the DeSmet Invitational after a state record 76 straight victories. SLUH, the tournament’s defending
champion, fell to the Belen Jesuit Wolverines of Miami, Fla. 14-10 in the tournament’s title game.
Belen remained the only undefeated
Florida team coming into Saturday’s DeSmet
Invite finals. SLUH head coach Paul Baudendistel said Belen did not sub through its first
four games, while SLUH had rotated players.
Seniors John Heafner and Steve Sigman as
well as junior Dan Goeddel played hurt.
The Jr. Bills battled to a 3-2 lead by the
end of the first quarter. After Belen scored
the opening goal about three minutes into
the game, senior William Page countered
with a penalty shot goal to tie the contest at
one.
After a goal by Belen in the final two
minutes gave the Wolverines a 2-1 lead,

senior Steve Sigman twice fed senior Trent
Going with passes, both of which Going fired
into Belen’s goal for a 3-2 SLUH lead.
Early in the next quarter, the Phelpsplussoccerbills maintained their momentum with
a nine-meter burial by senior John Heafner,
which gave SLUH a 4-2 lead. But Belen’s
Jake Bakas and Anthony Lopez responded
with two quick goals, which tied the game
at four.
After junior Dan Goeddel scored to
recover the Jr. Bills’ lead at 5-4, Belen fired
in three goals, including Lopez’s third, to
give the top-ranked Floridians a 7-5 lead.
SLUH tied the game at seven with manup goals by Page and senior Will Derdeyn
in the final 80 seconds of the first half.
After a slow start to the second half,
Belen’s J.C. Lopez blistered the Jr. Bills with
two goals separated by 39 seconds, and after
Anthony Lopez’s fourth goal, Belen held a
10-7 lead.
After numerous missed chances in the
quarter, Heafner finally broke through for
the Jr. Bills to bring the deficit to two with
52 seconds left in the third.

But only 12 seconds later, Bakas struck
again for the Wolverines, who carried an 11-8
lead into the final period.
“We didn’t play good enough individual defense, and we didn’t convert enough
chances on offense,” said head coach Paul
Baudendistel. SLUH’s string-puller added
that Belen plays competitive games on a
regular basis, which probably helped them
survive a flurry of five blown SLUH chances
to pull ahead 11-8 by the end of the third
quarter.
“They were some big boys,” said senior
defender Mike O’Neill. “They weren’t afraid
of shooting and taking a foul.”
After two more goals in the final period
gave Belen a 13-8 lead, SLUH’s technicallyforeign rivals had the win wrapped up (Belen
Jesuit originated in Cuba, moved to America
in 1961 to get away from dictator Fidel
Castro, and has yet to join the American
Jesuits).
SLUH coasted through its two pool play
games against Marquette and Ladue, and
then quarterfinal and semifinal matches

see INEVITABLE, 8

Volleyball crumples St. Mary’s and Vianney,
anticipates national top ten rematch vs. DeSmet
Tony Billmeyer
Staff

T

he SLUH volleyball team (9-1) has
taken big strides towards reclaiming state supremacy by rattling off four
consecutive wins, most recently over St.
Mary’s and Vianney, following the disappointing loss to rival DeSmet.
“We’ve put that loss behind us,” said
senior middle hitter Rudy Brynac. “Dwelling
on that loss wasn’t what we needed to do.
We just put it behind us and we’re working
hard now on what we didn’t do well against
them.”
The Jr. Bills certainly have not looked
back since the loss and rolled over St. Mary’s
and Vianney this week in straight games.
St. Louis U. High hosted the Dragons
Monday night. The Hungrybills made quick
work of the Class 3 powerhouse, winning
25-16 in game one.
The Jr. Bills’ serving was solid, as the
team’s elite servers managed to limit the kind
of mistakes that cost them the DeSmet game.

Junior Scot Metzger served a game-high
three aces. Senior John Swanston controlled
the SLUH offense, tallying 15 assists in the
two-game sweep.
Despite displaying isolated hopeful
signs in game two, St. Mary’s was overmatched and fell 25-20.
SLUH headed to Vianney to take on
the once-great Golden Griffins. Swanston
once again led the offense with 15 assists,
but more impressive were the senior setter’s
six blocks. The Jr. Bills dominated the net
and managed a total of 17 blocks on their
way to a 25-18, 25-14 victory.
SLUH (No. 8 on ESPN RISE Fab 50)
may get a chance to avenge the loss to DeSmet
(No. 3 on ESPN RISE FAB 50) tomorrow as
the two teams will likely meet in the semifinals of the Parkway Central Tournament.
“We’re really excited about hopefully
playing them on Saturday,” said Brynac.
“We’re serving awesome lately, which is
really good for us, because we didn’t do that
at (DeSmet’s) place.

Photo by Zac Boesch

Senior Mike Adams and hair defy gravity on
the way up for a kill Monday vs. St. Mary’s.
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Baseball wins three of five despite nocturnal bats

Jake Fechter
Reporter

remained in control the entire game.
The offense scored two first inning runs.
he Baseballbills have played five Senior slugger Jeff Brand (2-3, 3 RBIs) and
senior Joe Lafata (2 hits) provided clout,
games in the past eight days.
Last Thursday the PabloSanchezBills while Kuebel stole two bases on his way to
faced off against the Ladue Rams. Sopho- a team-high three runs. After an impressive
more Sasha Kuebel started the game and seven-run fourth inning, SLUH won 10-0
by mercy rule. 		
pitched a solid six inThe FatMikebills had a
nings, only giving up
head of steam going into
three runs.
their contest against the
Ladue hopped out
Dragons of St. Mary’s.
to a 1-0 lead in the third
Senior Ben Kraemer
inning, but the offense
turned in a Herculean
finally helped out in the
start for SLUH, but got
fourth inning as they
off to a rough start as the
plated four runs from the
Dragons plated two in
bats of juniors Brendan
the first inning. Kraemer
Graczek and Pat Roy.
ate up batters for the rest
Freshman Mitch Klug
of his outing with solid
had two hits and an
control, going for 7 Ks.
RBI, and freshman Paul
But the SLUH ofSimon relieved Kuebel
fense provided limited
in the 7th to secure the
Senior DH Jeff “The Jet” Brand winds up safe at support for the pitching
6-3 win.
Next for the Bills third base, beating the Belleville West relay throw. staff, managing one run
were the Comets of McCluer. Starter Andrew in the second inning. The offense sparked a
Ostapowicz fooled the Comets with his mix two-run rally in the seventh inning thanks
of heat and accuracy. He threw ten Ks, and to Roy (who had two walks and two runs in

T

Photo by Zac Boesch

the game) to tie the game and force extra
innings.
Kraemer pitched into the ninth inning
and Rob Bertucci came in for relief during the
tenth. Both teams went quiet for six straight
innings until the Dragons rallied for two runs
in the fourteenth. A late effort in the bottom
of the inning was not enough and the Bills
lost 5-3.
The RyanLudwickBills faced Vianney
for their second MCC game of the year. From
the start the opposing pitcher for the Golden
Griffins was dominant. The firethrowing
righty from Vianney, Mike Bibas, went seven
strong innings, fanning 12 Jr. Bills with 90
mph heat.
Roy did have his second straight two-hit
game, but the entire team managed only 3
total hits. The Jr. Bills seemed deflated by the
opposing pitching, and never had a chance
to win as the Griffins easily won by a score
of 6-0.
Following two rough losses, the Pujols5bills came ready to play against Belleville
West. Ostapowicz got the start and pitched
well, notching 5 Ks in five innings. The
offense finally came alive, sparked by

see BASEBALL, 11

Game, set, thrashed: tennis no longer undefeated

John Edwards
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High tennis team finally fell for the first time this week
against Clayton but did come out on top
two other times in easy victories against
Vianney and Whitfield.
Last Friday, the NatashaBedingbills
were just beginning, the pen in their hands,
ending unplanned. Staring at the blank page
before them, the sun finally did illuminate the
words they could not find previously, metaphorically speaking. Even though their “tries
were outside the lines” at times, the Unwrittenbills coasted to a 6-1 victory over Vianney.
At No. 1 singles, sophomore Gregory
Marifian led the way with a 6-1, 6-0 victory.
No. 2 singles senior John Edwards enjoyed a
delicious 6-0, 6-0 bagel. Junior Joseph Murphy-Baum liked Marifian’s score so much that
he copied it. Senior Thanh Nguyen also coasted to victory at No. 4 singles, and has looked

more confident with each win as of late.
Junior Brandon “IAin’tEverScared”
Eversgerd made his No.1 doubles debut as
senior Thomas Hoffmann and Gabe Vitale
mysteriously vanished before the match.
They dominated, 6-3, 6-0. Seniors Dan
Mathis and Jack Berger won a quick 6-0,
6-0 match at No. 2 doubles. Each of the
doubles matches took around 45 minutes.
Senior Jeff Wang and junior Alex
Paino decided to keep things interesting, though. They played deep into the
evening against their Vianney opponents,
and lost in a third-set tiebreaker, 12-10.
	On Monday, the KanyeBills were
bumping “Welcome to Heartbreak,” losing a hard-fought match to Clayton, 4-3.
Murphy-Baum and Edwards gave
SLUH the start that they wanted with
fairly quick wins at No. 3 and No. 2
singles, 6-1, 6-1, and 6-3, 6-1, respectively.
“When I looked down the line of

see TENNIS, 11
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Freshman Cameron Trachsel gets ready to
uncork a forehand vs. Vianney last Friday.
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Marco Cup gone, but SLUH rebounds vs. Vianney
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Phil Azar
Reporter

P

hilosophers and scholars alike have
said that the most complex of questions hold the simplest answers and one
could devote one’s entire life in quest for
these answers to no avail. Regardless, the
SLUH lacrosse team played against DeSmet and Vianney this past week.
The Ambercrombieandfitchbills went
toe to toe with the DeSmet Spartans in the
sixth annual Fr. Marco Cup last Saturday.
Prior to the game, the Jr. Bills were 1-12
against the Spartans (the one win came last
year). Unfortunately, the Spartans improved
that record to 13-1 and took home the Cup
as they beat SLUH 6-5.
The first quarter of the showdown
saw no results on offense, as SLUH and
the Spartans flip-flopped possession in the
scoreless frame. The second quarter, the long
lost brother of the first quarter, saw sparse
action. Goals from Brian Hof and RJ Half
were matched by the DeSmet offense, and
the game went into halftime 2-2.
Penalties especially plagued the Jr. Bills

in the second half. If you are not familiar Vianney game. The Griffins are fighting for
with lacrosse, a penalty is treated the same playoff contention and came out ablaze.
way as in hockey: it creates a man-down
Vianney’s speed created some fast break
situation for any given period of time. If you opportunities in the first quarter, but were
are not familiar with
all stone-walled
hockey, then you
by senior goalie
probably didn’t go to
Chris “Stone-Wall”
school here this winSaville. The Jr.
ter. DeSmet scored
Bills’ possession
five of their six goals
offense produced
while having a man
ample shots for a
advantage.
3-0 lead at the end
“Penalties deof the first quarter.
stroyed us and we
The third goal came
were unable to stop
from Walter “Snow
their offense while
Angel” Reilly. The
we were a man
junior made an exSenior RJ Half knifes through two defenders to take a
down,” said mid- shot
citing
coast-to-coast
against DeSmet in Saturday’s 6-5 Marco Cup loss.
fielder Doug Yoon,
sprint, left Griffins in
who is still sidelined due to a broken arm his wake, and netted a goal with one second
acquired while stretching.
remaining.
Brian Hof went on to have arguably his
The rest of the night was dominated
best game of the season so far. He netted 4 by SLUH. Highlights included defensemen
goals.
Sean Meagher’s fast break goal and conWednesday night, or “Hump Day” as sistent contributions from attackmen Half
see HOF ’n’ HALF, 11
the boys in the cubicle call it, brought the
Photo by Zac Boesch

Back from KU, track to Ladue

Alex Hall
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High Track team split
up to test its depth last weekend,
sending the majority of the varsity distance runners west to Lawrence, Kan. for
the KU Relays.
The distance squad competed in the
distance medley relay, 4 x one-mile, 4 x
880-yard dash, and the open two-mile at KU.
The Overdistancebills placed in the top five
in the two-mile, 4 x 880, and 4 x mile.
The 4 x 880 team (7:59), consisting of
seniors David Kuciejczyk-Kernan, Austin
Cookson, and juniors Caleb Ford and Nick
Seckfort, placed first.
“It didn’t really seem like a big difference,” Seckfort said of running 880 yards
instead of 800 meters. “I don’t think it affected us too much.”
The 4 x mile team (18:31), consisting of
seniors Cliff David and Kuciejczyk-Kernan
and juniors Ben and Caleb Ford, placed third
and finished only ten seconds behind the
first-place team from Kansas.

Senior John Clohisy and Cookson placed
third and fifth in the two-mile. Cookson’s time
of 9:20 broke the previous school record of
9:25, set by Ben Murphy-Baum ’06.
In addition to the distance squad, senior
Cecil Edward competed in the high jump, but
due to a back injury could not top six feet,
much less approach his U. City meet jump
of 6’4”.
While the distance squad was in Kansas,
the remainder of the team competed at the
Rockwood Invite. Senior Ronnie Wingo
highlighted the meet by taking first in the
200 (22.33) and second in the 400 (50.11),
and SLUH also scored points in distance,
throwing and jumping events.
Senior Evan Sullivan placed third in the
discus (127’ 8”) and second in the shot put
( 46’ 7.5”). Accompanied by senior Kevin
Graves’ third place finish in the discus (133’
8”) and sophomore Alex Cross’s fourth place
finish in the shot put (45’ 2.5”), Sullivan led
the throwers to a total of 20 points.
Sophomore Brian Bement and junior
Andrew Scheibe both bounded over 41

see WARNING, 11

Golf goes 0-2,
fights the yips

Patrick Moynihan
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High golf team brought
five of its best players to compete
against the area’s top teams in the Webster
Cup at Crescent Farms on Monday.
Soaking rain showers in the days leading up to the tournament left the course in
less-than-ideal condition for the 18-hole
tournament. The lift-clean-place policy,
which allows golfers to pick up their ball
and clean it before replacing it, was instituted
with the hopes that it would provide some
relief to the golfers.
“The policy helped out a little, but the
weather really seemed to hurt our performance,” said junior Kyle Felts.
SLUH struggled to keep pace with
the other teams and eventually finished in
eleventh place. Junior Mike McVey led the
effort with a score of 80, followed closely

see 2:52, 8
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Ultimate loses to Priory, headed to Wisconsin

Mark Waterman
Core Staff

W

ith the Missouri High School State
Championship Tournament looming in the not-too-distant future, the St.
Louis U. High Ultimate Frisbee team has
recently been taking the field at every opportunity, looking to gain valuable game
experience.
	On April 4 and 5, SLUH made the
early-morning trek to Huck Finn, a top-tier
college Ultimate tournament held outside
New Melle, Mo. The Heizmanbills lost
four games to college teams on Saturday,
but looked solid against Notre Dame and
Washington University.
Bone-weary from hours of running on
Saturday, SLUH dragged themselves to the
fields early again on Sunday and still managed their best performances of the weekend.
The Ultimatehighbills were in command
against Western Illinois-B, but could not
close the game and fell 13-10.
After closing the tournament against
Northwestern, SLUH still had its high school
league game against DeSmet JV to play.
Despite having lost several players to sheer
exhaustion, SLUH traveled to DeSmet and
dominated, winning 11-2.
“At the end of it all, we took our tired
legs to DeSmet and took care of business,”
said head coach Eric Weiss, who was pleased
with the team’s overall performance on the
weekend. “We got better in each game.”
After a mid-week scrimmage with CBC,
the Skybills continued with their full slate
of games on April 11, taking on the varsity

2:52
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with scores of 82 by Joe Shrick and Felts.
The individual title was captured by a Kirkwood sophomore who shot a 3-over-par 75.
CBC won the team competition with a score
of 317, a full 17 shots lower than SLUH’s.
The following day, the entire varsity
team made its way to North County’s renowned Glen Echo. Having already played
Chaminade earlier in the season, SLUH
looked forward to using this match as a way
to measure their progress from earlier in the
year. When SLUH returned to the clubhouse
in nearly 50 more strokes than their previ-

and JV squads of Francis Howell Central Priory in the SLUH stadium in one of the
back-to-back. After a convincing 15-0 win biggest games of the year. The winner would
against FHC’s JV, the Sassagebills went likely be the No. 2 seed at State behind clear
right back to work, taking an 8-1 lead into No. 1 DeSmet. Priory came out fast in the
halftime against the Central varsity.
wet conditions, going up 3-0 quickly.
“We had a perfect first half, one that
However, the Huckbills rallied with
showed off exactly how good (we) are,” three of their own, tying the score. The teams
said Weiss. “If we play like that, we can beat traded points and the game went into half
anyone.”
with Priory up 8-7.
However, SLUH’s inability to close
With not a single square inch of clothing
out games came back to haunt them once spared from the rain, the bedraggled squads
again. Central
lined up for the
began to come
second half with
down with the
SLUH on ofdeep throws and
fense, hoping to
quickly closed the
even the score.
gap on the fading
However, Priory
Discbills. Central
started off the
managed to close
half with another
the gap to one,
impressive run,
at 14-13, before
going up 11-7.
SLUH managed
SLUH batone final score
tled back late,
to end the game
running off a
victorious.
few consecutive
Senior Pat Lynch makes a sick grab on what must have been
an equally sick throw through driving rain against Priory.
Closing
points to close
teams out in the second half has been a the gap to two at 14-12, but Priory, with
consistent issue for the team this year, even another of its patented deep throws, ended
against inferior opponents. In Ultimate Fris- the run and emerged victorious, 15-12.
bee, which often involves playing several
“That game could have went to either
games tournament-style over two days, as team. Unfortunately we made a few plays less
is done at State, this becomes more of an than them,” said Weiss. “This was the kind of
issue.
game that you want at the end of the season,
“If we can close teams out early, we can a tough game against a good team.”
preserve our legs for a deep run at State,”
SLUH will travel to Madison, Wis.
said Weiss.
this weekend for the Madison MudBath, a
Last weekend, despite driving rain that tournament that fields top-level high school
persisted throughout the day, SLUH took on teams from around the country.
PHOTO BY ZAC BOESCH

ous match against Chaminade, it became
clear that their state title hopes had all but
disintegrated.
SLUH’s performance at Glen Echo was
an all-around failure; five of the nine players shot their highest scores of the season.
McVey led the team for a second straight
day at 41, and senior Mike Kennedy moved
himself into position to qualify for the District
Tournament on May 5 by shooting a 42.
SLUH sends its top five golfers to Districts hoping each will qualify for the State
tournament, but these late-May hopes are

currently running just a bit low.
“We are an absolute mess,” said head
coach Greg Bantle. “The windy weather may
be inflating our scores, but there is no reason
for us to be losing like we have been.”

INEVITABLE

(from 5)
against Chaminade and Marquette again,
which upset Lindbergh in its semifinal.
SLUH will get a chance to play Lindbergh this Monday at 5 p.m. and maybe start
a new winning streak.
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President, physicist, dancer: exchange students
April 24, 2009
Kevin Casey
Editor

E

ach school year St. Louis U. High welcomes exchange students from both Colombia and China, all of whom stay for a
full semester. At the end of these respective semesters they head
home, leaving their new American friends behind. Our lives carry on, worlds apart from each other, and those of us lucky enough
to have gotten to know them struggle to preserve the impressions
they left upon us, to keep the image of their faces and the sound
of their voices fresh in our minds.
My ’05-’06 freshman year I was lucky enough to get to know
all of these exchange students: Fuad Chacón and Luis Vega, from
Bucaramanga and Baranquilla, Colombia, respectively, and Lisa Yi
and Michael Xie, both from Nanjing, China. I came to know each of
them—and their unique personalities—better
than many of the guys in my class. We stayed
in touch for a while after they left, but gradually the period between emails grew slower
and slower until there was no exchange at
all.
So as my own time at SLUH comes to
close I couldn’t help but wonder—Where
are they now? What are they doing? Do
they remember me as much as I remember
them?
“Wow Kevin!!! How am I going to forget
you?” was the enthusiastic reply I received
from Fuad in a Facebook email. “Of course
I remember you man!!!”
My first encounter with Fuad was probably when I met my
homeroom for the first time at Freshman Orientation. Fuad’s “C” last
name landed him in J123, and he didn’t hesitate in making friends. I
could tell from the start he had a quirky personality; he often made
funny faces, joking in both English and Spanish (which I couldn’t
understand).
And now here he was writing me, a little over three years later,
and still making me smile. He explained—all via email—that the
grade system in Colombia has only 11 grades, currently making
Fuad a first-semester freshman at the Universidad del Rosario in
Bogotá, the capital of Colombia.
In order to graduate, Colombian students must pass a national
exam called the ICFES—a 300-question test divided among eight
subjects (math, biology, social studies, Spanish, English, philosophy,
chemistry, and global history). Fuad received the 11th best score
among the 500,000 students who took the test. “For that reason I
won a National Prize called ‘Andres Bello,’” Fuad wrote. “It is given
by the Ministry of Education to the best five scores in each subject.
I won it in Spanish with a score of 86, the highest in the country.”
Fuad has been living on his own in an apartment in Bogotá
for the last three months: “I living alone in my own apartment, it is
the best thing ever! Especially because nobody tells you to do your
bed,” Fuad wrote. “Ask for Fuad and my secretary will put me on
the phone,” he added jokingly after giving me his telephone number.
A continent away, and he still managed to make me laugh.
He’s studying law at del Rosario, “the best university for law

in Colombia,” he explained. I already knew from previous correspondances with him that Fuad has his sights set high, aiming to
one day become president of Colombia. “That’s why I decided to
study laws,” he wrote, adding that 30 of Colombia’s past presidents
also attended del Rosario.
Should that not work, Fuad says he doesn’t have a “Plan B…
I’m focusing all my energy and all my work in reaching that goal,
and I will do it,” he wrote. “I have a ‘battle quote’ invented by myself: ‘If you live just once and that means just one opportunity, why
don’t you try to reach your highest goal?’ ... If I become president
of Colombia I will be satisfied that I accomplished my dream and
I will work hard for my country, and if I don’t become president of
Colombia I will live the rest of my life happy because I tried it.”
This last statement took me somewhat by surprise with its depth
and sincerity, and I wanted to thank Fuad right
then and there for sharing it with me. I was
seeing a side of Fuad that I never encountered much. While he is still the Fuad who
drew Colombian twinkies on our homeroom
whiteboard (complete with arms, legs, and
a sombrero), he is also someone using all
of his strength to pursue his dream.
And, according to Fuad, SLUH had a
bigger influence on him than I could have
ever imagined. “My history is divided in
two moments, B.S and A.S: Before SLUH
and After SLUH,” he wrote. “(SLUH) was
my opportunity to open my mind to new and
bigger ideas, new projects, new horizons. I
met really amazing people that I will never forget.
His memories tumbled in fragments through one whole paragraph
of his email, each with at least three exclamation points after them:
“Pool games before and after school!!! My favorite class! English
with Mr. Quinn!!! (I always got C´s but I still love that class!!!) Our
puppet show about St. Ignatius in theology!!! My birthday with the
twinky cake and t-shirt!!! My homeroom J123 RULES!!!!”
“SLUH and USA show me that things could be possible if you
want them to be possible!” He explained how, after returning to his
high school, he founded a school newspaper, the Crónica (Chronicle),
“a mix between Gadfly and Prep News.”
“Thanks to SLUH … I am where I am now,” concluded Fuad.
“Thanks to SLUH is that I believe that become president of Colombia
is not an impossble, is not a chimera!!!”
I said my goodbyes to Fuad, Christmas vacation came and went,
and homeroom was a little quieter after we returned from the break.
But the hunger I had for knowledge of other cultures remained, now
even stronger from my friendship with Fuad.
Perhaps it was this hunger that dissipated any hesitation I had
to make friends with Michael. He was in the same Drawing I class
as me, and I was quick to introduce myself. We wound up sitting
together at the same table for many of the major projects, along with
just two other freshman.
I had forgotten that, even though he and Lisa were in some
freshman classes, they were technically sophomores while they

Where are they
now? What are
they doing? Do
they remember me
as much as I remember them?
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were here at SLUH, making them college freshmen right now. My
embarrassement was replaced with surprise, however, when Michael
told me where he was going to college.
“I am at a liberal arts college called Vassar College,” Michael
said. “It is in Poughkeepsie, New York. I like its location in the
Hudson Valley, about one and a half hours train ride to New York
City.
“Vassar has accepted very few Chinese student before,” he
continued. “It was a great adventure for me.” From everything he
wrote me—how great the professors are, how he has enjoyed most
of his classes—it was obvious he was happy there.
Michael added that he is probably going to double-major in
physics and economics. “I love physics,” he wrote. “I think (Baudendistal) had a really great influence on me … I developed genuine
interests in physics after his class. I still have vivid memories of
some of the experiments he did in class, including polarization,
ridiculous springs.”
He told me the story of his encounter with the Van de Graaff
generator: “All students and Mr. Baud held hands together, and it
was my first awesome experience with ‘electric shock.’ Then my
interests for physics really kept going until it evolved into an important part of my life.”
According to Michael, he will attend Dartmouth University
his junior year to obtain a degree in engineering, return to Vassar
as a senior, and then return to Dartmouth for one more year after
graduating.
Although he is thinking about graduate school, once his studies
are finished Michael said he will probably return to China. “Although
right now I really consider myself a ‘global citizen,’ if such a term
exists, Nanjing is always my home and it is a place that I love the
most,” he said.
How great would it be to consider myself a “global citizen,” I
thought. It would be a dream come true for me, to be able to travel
so much and meet so many different people, to be able to fluently
speak at least one other language. Part of me does not know if I
would have the courage to leave home for so long, though.
“I am sure SLUH has lots of influence on me,” he explained. “I
wish I could visit it again in the future. My three host families are
the three nicest families I have encountered throughout my life.”
Until he is able to come back, Michael still keeps in touch with
several SLUH teachers and his host families via email. “I always
love to hear back from them.”
As I mentioned earlier, I was pretty surprised when Michael
told me he was going to college in America, but according to him it
is pretty common for Chinese students. “My high school classmates
are all over the world for college,” he said. “I have friends at Cornell,
Middlebury, Tufts, Lafayette.”
	One such friend is Lisa, who is a freshman at Harvard University. Although she was kind of surprised to be accepted and a little
nervous about what it would be like, she said in a phone interview,
“I like Harvard a lot. Actually, it’s better than I expected. People
here are really talented, and they’re really nice. I really enjoy my
life here.”
When I heard, as a freshman, that there was a girl at school from
China, I was pretty perplexed. Why would a school send a female to
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an all-male school? How would she fit in? I found myself searching
for her at lunch, just to see what she was like. Eventually (I’m not
sure when) I worked up the courage to talk to her, and she became
the closest to me of all of the foreign exchange students I’ve met.
Meanwhile, I had just found a “permanent” table to eat at during
lunch, with a group of guys I could always count on being there.
Before I knew it, Lisa had joined then fellow freshmen Andrew
Genova, Andrew Fowler, and me everyday to eat. We talked about
all sorts of things, often us questioning her about her life and she
asking us about ours.
Eventually we (the Caucasian, African American, and KoreanItalian boys and the Chinese girl) even began referring to our ourselves as the “Multicultural Table.” Needless to say, we thought we
were pretty clever, and I always looked forward to getting to the
cafeteria. And now Lisa is at Harvard. It seems pretty amazing.
Unlike Michael and Fuad, Lisa is still deciding on what to study.
However, she emphasized how much she is learning both in and out
of her classes: “I just feel like the things that are most important
you can learn in your college, you don’t learn from class,” she said.
“You learn from your peers and from talking to other faculty and
talking to your advisors and talking to all the people you’ve gotten
to meet, either in class or outside of class.”
“The fact that I was an exchange student two years ago in a
state of America sort of helped me to prove that I can survive the
studying and life in America,” she added, saying that she probably
had less culture shock than other foreign students because of her
time in St. Louis.
Like Fuad and Michael, it was apparent that Lisa was taking
on this new stage of life in stride. She has even joined an AsianAmerican dance troupe at Harvard, performing everything from
traditional dances to hip-hop and even breakdancing.
Lisa said she still keeps track of journals written by the current
Chinese exchange students. “I’m really happy to see that everybody
loves SLUH. SLUH is so easy to fall in love with.”
Lisa, too, has many memories. She mentioned loving class with
science teacher Mary Russo, along with getting to know science
teacher Dan Shelburne on a deeper level by interviewing him as a
veteran. “I still remember how I took a tape recorder with me and
settled down in an empty biology room … and just listened to him
talk about his experience.
“I really learned a lot from freshman English class,” she added.
“It should be like the hardest class for me because English is not my
first language, but I got to read a lot of really amazing books from
that class.”
“I really, really appreciate my experience all my amazing
teachers and friends and all the nice people I met at SLUH,” she
concluded.
Hearing Lisa’s musical voice again, it was hard hanging up the
phone, just as I didn’t want to sign off on my Facebook chat with
Michael. Fuad’s words, too, were ones I didn’t want to end as the
email came to a close. All of their accomplishments amaze me, yet
I am not surprised in the least. Maybe someday I’ll be able to try
some Nanjing duck with Michael, applaud Lisa at one of her dance
performances, and visit Fuad at the Casa de Nariño, home of the
Colombian president.

April 24, 2009

TENNIS

(from 6)
cards in the first set, it really looked like we
were going to win this one pretty easily,”
said Murphy-Baum. This reporter concurred,
but now acknowledges that looks can be
deceiving.
Facing off against Clayton’s No. 1 player
Orion “Belt” Wilkinson and his partner,
Hoffman and Vitale fell 6-3, 6-2. Nguyen
also dropped his match at No. 4 singles, 7-6,
6-4. At No. 3 doubles, freshman Cameron
Trachsel and Wang lost a three-setter, in
which, nearing the end of the third set, their
opponents made some questionable calls.
“We started losing, and I was
looking for inspiration, so I thought
of Joe (Murphy-Baum)’s quote earlier this year, ‘We’re ready for the season
now.’ It didn’t work,” said Hoffman.
Down 3-2, SLUH’s dreams of a perfect
season hinged on two matches: Marifian
at No. 1 singles and Mathis and Berger at
No. 2 doubles. Marifian dominated his first
set 6-1, but then Clayton’s Jake Lee started
pulling ridiculous shots out of nowhere to
take the second set 6-4. Down 4-3 in the
third set, Marifian rallied back to win 6-4.
In SLUH’s fateful do-or-die doubles
match, Mathis and Berger fought back after losing the first set to win the second set
6-3. With momentum in their favor, victory
seemed imminent. Yet the tenacious freshmen from Clayton were not ready to hand
over the match. The SLUH-o (SLUH duo)
went down 5-2, clawed back to 5-4, and then
finally lost it 6-4.
The ClarkRobinsonTaylorBills quickly

News
rebounded with a windy 7-0 win over Whitfield. Marifian won handily at No. 1 singles
as expected against of a team of this caliber,
6-4, 6-1.
Despite not realizing that he had already
won one of the sets, Murphy-Baum also won
with little resistance at No. 2 singles. Nguyen
continued his great play with an easy victory
at number three singles. Trachsel finished up
the singles sweep with a 6-2, 6-0 victory that
actually took quite a long time.
Hoffman and Vitale continued their
success after having lost for the first time all
year against Clayton, and Mathis and Berger,
also coming off their first loss, easily shut
the door on Whitfield’s second doubles team
as well. Paino and Eversgerd teamed up for
a 6-1, 6-0 victory at number three doubles
against very weak opponents.
“I think a big win like that is huge,” said
Mathis. “We definitely needed something
to bring us back after that disappointing
loss to Clayton, and it was really important
we won big and regained our confidence.”
The Jr. Bills are off to the strange, foreign land of “Illinois” for the Belleville East
Invitational today and tomorrow. There are
individual tournaments for Nos. 1-3 doubles
and 1-6 singles. With four seniors missing,
the team will mix-and-match and hope for
the best as they face off against alien transMississippian beings. After that, the team can
look forward to next week’s matches against
Parkway Central and Parkway South.
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(from 7)
in the triple jump to place second and third,
respectively.
Distance runners Dan Raterman and
Brandon Thornberry placed fifth and seventh
in the open 800 with times of 2.05:40 and
2.06:09, respectively. By the end of the day
the 1/3bills scored a total of 72 points and
took third place, missing second place by
only three points and first by 14.
Finally, with the upper level varsity
competitors divided between Rockwood and
KU, the varsity 2 and JV squads stepped up
to represent the U. High at the All-Catholic
meet at Chaminade. The Otherthirdbills

BASEBALL

(from 6)
freshman Willie Floros (4-4, three steals,
one run). Kuebel again provided power for
the Jr. Bills, going 2-4 with a 2-RBI double
in the fifth.
The Jr. Bills capitalized on two errors
by the Maroons in the fifth and plated four
runs total for the inning.
Ostapowicz got rattled in the fifth, allowing one run as he began to lose some control.
Head Coach Steve Nicollerat knew help was
needed in the bases loaded, one-out situation
and put his faith in Simon. The freshman got
out of the inning without allowing a run and
finished the game for the Jr. Bills who won
6-1.
The win was a must for the slumping
BaseballBills. Coming into Wednesday’s
game, the Bills ranked last in the conference
in batting, scoring only 5.5 runs a game. On
the other hand, the pitching has been incredible, as SLUH leads the conference in runs
allowed, only 3 a game.
Senior Mike Bucchino believes the
trouble has come in putting together the
two aspects for a complete team effort.
“Our record really has not reflected the talent on this team,” he said. “Everything will
come together once we start swinging dem
sticks.”
Let’s hope the Merrygowheelbills can
get the offense going this weekend at the
SLUH Round Robin Tournament. They host
Lafayette today and will close the tournament
tomorrow against Jerseyville and Parkway
Central.

HOF ’n’ HALF

tied for 6th at the meet with a score of 37
points.
The U. High track team will reunite this
weekend to compete at the Ladue Invite on
Saturday where they hope to remind the
area of the full force of the U. High track
squad.

PN Nightbeats

* Volleyball dropped a tight match to
Francis Howell: 25-16, 20-25 and 21-25.
Having now lost to both Howell and DeSmet, SLUH is 0-2 against the other two
best teams in Missouri.
* Tennis won 6-1 over Parkway North.
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Hof as well as senior midfielders Andrew
Howe and Robbie Fonke.
The HueyHondaBills won the game 10-4
and improved their record to 8-3. The Jr.
Bills are currently ranked No. 3 in the state
of Missouri behind Rockhurst and CBC.
This weekend the Jr. Bills plan to jock
on all dem haters at the Midwest Jesuit
Tourney in Indianapolis. And by “jock” I
mean “play lacrosse” and by “dem haters”
I mean “fellow Jesuit high schools.” Also
replace “on all” with “with.” If you happen
to be in Indianapolis this weekend, don’t be
shy.
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thaus cited the class formal dance, class
t-shirt, and class mass as three areas of
focus and improvement. He also added that
a broader goal was to get to know his fellow
STUCO members and classmates better.
Griffard, having recently attended the
annual CSP retreat, explained that community service has become his primary goal as
pastoral representative.
“(The retreat) really opened my eyes to
how important CSP is in our world,” said
Griffard. “I hope we can see not only how
much we benefit ourselves but ... the community.”
Griffard also noted the enjoyment he
experiences from helping to answer his fellow students’ questions about faith, part of a
larger theme of overall student involvement
that he encourages.
“Even though I was elected, people can
still do their own thing,” said Griffard. “The

emphasis is on (the) student ... I need the
support of the whole class.”
As the final freshman to win re-election,
Ramacciotti explained that, aside from the
looming freshmen class dance, he has no specific goals as social representative. Instead,
Ramacciotti is choosing to pour his efforts
into increasing student involvement within
his class.
“Freshman year it is easier to be involved
because everything was new and fun to try,”
said Ramacciotti, but explained that those
new activities can fade. “Sophomore year,
(students) need more of a push.”
Despite having yet to meet with the
new representatives as a group, STUCO comoderators Robert Evans and Dave Barton
both explained that they were impressed with
the newly-elected representatives.
“(The re-election of current representatives) is a testament to some of the work guys
have done in the past,” said Evans.
“I was really pleased with the pool of
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Carthy’s juniors and Global History teacher
Anne Marie Lodholz’s sophomores during
fourth period.
Science Center Senior Vice President
for Visitor Experience and Human Resources
Marti Cortez, who coordinated with SLUH
for the event, said, “When I began talking to
the Navy about this opportunity, I recognized
that it would be a great learning opportunity
for SLUH students to have this rare chance
to meet this admiral who could speak to
some of today’s political affairs and some
of the applications of science, technology,
and strategy that go into his work.”
Moran assured that the presentation is
intended only to inform students about how
the higher ranks of the armed forces operate,
not to recruit.
“We’ve been very careful to make clear
... that this isn’t recruitment,” said Moran.
“There are times in which we have been a
venue”—for military events like the Army
chorus singing—“but we have to make very
clear that as a Catholic school and as a private
school, we are not a venue for recruitment. ...
We’ve tried to be really careful as a school
to both honor our relationship with the Science Center, but honor our commitment to
not allow military recruitment on campus”
Some students have still raised questions
about the Navy landing. Many members of

SLUH’s chapter of Pax Christi USA feared
that the demonstration would serve as a war
promotion despite school warnings.
“It’s a blatant commercial glorifying
militarism,” said sophomore Joe Earsome,
a member of Pax Christi who said he “fully
support(s) military personnel and troops,”
but denounces the possibility that students
watching “will think, ‘if I join the military,
I can do that.’”
Junior Jack Newsham agreed that “it’s
inevitably going to look like … one big
commercial … when you have a bunch of
impressionable, young, teenage guys.”
Many others simply saw the landing as
a distraction or a waste of class time.
“I don’t see why we need to devote so
much time to this,” said junior James Fister,
who also said he thought letting students out
of class to watch the Navy seemed to him
like a glorified college visit.
Still, others are excited about the opportunity to see how naval air operations
function.
Junior Brian Campbell said, “It will be
pretty cool ...to see how precisely (the Navy)
can operate by landing in a field in the middle
of the city.”
“I have a lot of respect for what they
do, and I think it would be great to show our
appreciation,” said junior Marcus Wright.

SEALS
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applicants for each of the positions,” said Barton. “The speeches were very well planned.
This clearly meant something to them.”
All six of the STUCO representatives
elected this week will now join their upperclassmen counterparts in planning for next
year. Barton and Evans plan to meet with next
year’s STUCO as a whole in a few weeks.

EVANS
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Modern African History course with fellow
history teacher Tom Zinselmeyer. “I don’t
foresee myself leaving the classroom,” said
Evans. He will also maintain his roles as
STUCO co-moderator and ACES moderator.
Moran called Evans a “fantastic resource” and noted his experience working
both in the school and as a “nationally recognized leader” on diversity. Evans has been
featured in the yearly Who’s Who in Black St.
Louis publication (see Vol. 73, Issue 16), and,
according to Moran, spoke in Los Angeles
recently as an expert on diversity.
“I was definetly honored and excited
and I’m looking forward to the future,” said
Evans.

PITCH
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Morgan-Yedlin. “If any students want to go
tickets are still availabe on our website,”
www.pancanstl.org.
	One of the organization’s upcoming
fundraisers is Ritz It Up for Pancreatic Cancer
at the Ritz Carlton this Tuesday evening from
5 to 7:30 p.m., which has a $5 admission fee
for adults. Links for a Cure St. Louis, a golf
tournament, takes place on Monday, Aug. 24,
2009 at The Landings at Spirit Golf Club in
Chesterfield, Missouri. More information
and registration forms are available on the
local PanCan website.

PN existential

graffito of the week
“Only fools are enslaved by time
and space.”
-from graffiti on the wall of the grotto in
the woods at Laumeier Sculpture Park

News
Clark OK after minor heart attack

April 24, 2009
Mike Lumetta
Reporter

A

fter experiencing chest pains and
shortness of breath recently, Director
of Security Charlie Clark checked into St.
Anthony’s Hospital. He first felt the pains
on Friday, April 3, the day before Cashbah. Although he was released shortly
afterward, he went to Barnes-Jewish Hospital last Thursday after a recurrence. The
doctors attributed Clark’s symptoms to a
currently unspecified, rectifiable blood
pressure problem which they will identify
and treat.
After not feeling well on April 3, Clark
left Cashbah preparations the following day
when his symptoms became too severe. He
had a minor heart attack, prompting Clark’s
wife to drive him to the hospital.
“I was experiencing chest pains, shortness of breath, dizziness, and I passed out,”

CARLSON
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ians, including Tom Queathem,’05, son of
theology teacher Rosemary Queathem.
Carlson’s “devotion to priests, in
particular the vocation effort,” impressed
Queathem. “He wants to know not only
everyone he ordains, but know them well,”
Queathem said. “He seemed very enthusiastic when he met the seminarians.”

said Clark.
The doctors ran tests on Clark and
determined that his heartbeat was irregular.
He was released Sunday night and returned
to work on Monday.
Clark continued with work as usual
until last week, when his symptoms began
to reappear on Wednesday. He was rushed
to Barnes-Jewish Hospital by ambulance
on Thursday after suffering the same chest
pains, dizziness, and shortness of breath.
“(The doctors at Barnes), along with the
cardiologists, determined that I have a blood
pressure problem that affects my heart,” said
Clark.
Clark was placed on a heart monitor to
examine the problem further. The doctors
have yet to inform him of the solution and
have not specified whether the problem results from high blood pressure or low blood
pressure. Nevertheless, Clark is confident
that he will recover well.
Carlson was known in Saginaw for an
increase in vocations to the priesthood. When
he arrived in Saginaw, there were only two
seminarians in the diocese. For the past two
years, more than 20 men have enrolled in the
seminaries.
“It’s a pleasure to know that our diocese
will have an archbishop again,” President
David Laughlin said.

News in the news

photo by zac boesch

Seniors (from left, sitting) Zach Stauder, Tom Markowski, Jim Unverferth, and (from left,
standing) Ben Merrill and Alex Hall were interviewd by Mike Bush (right) after school
Wednesday about their experience in Honduras.

BOESCH
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“(He’d say) ‘Well okay, if you like that
one I think I can get it better,’ said Rockers
of Boesch. “That’s kind of what he kept saying. I was just amazed at his energy and his
passion for this. (It was a) beautiful, beautiful
experience for me, just to work with him.”
Next came the layout process. Boesch
said that although the layout of the photo
played a part, choosing a size for each one
had a lot to do with emphasis. The two largest
photos are 20 x 30 inches, with the smallest
being 9 x 12 inches. Balance in the design of
how the frames hung on the wall also played
a part. They decided to divide the photos into
two main groups to add depth to the room.
“I picked the pictures to go with each other
in each group,” explained Boesch.
The 14th photo—a close-up of a SLUH
class ring in an open Bible—was chosen to
hang on a different wall because, according
to Boesch, it was able to stand alone. The
hanging process was done last Thursday
afternoon, and both Boesch and Rockers
stressed what a good job the maintenance
crew performing the job did.
“I think it was a very powerful time for
Zac, for me, and for everybody in here,” said
Rockers. “We knew they would be beautiful,
but we had no idea they’d be this beautiful.
I went home and said to my husband, ‘I’ve
been involved in a lot of joyful things, but
this happens to be at the top right now.’”
Boesch said the ring photograph was
probably the hardest to take. Although he
does not have a favorite, he added that the
most fun to shoot was the one of the host
in front of the crowd. “I was nervous, but it
turned out all right,” Boesch said.
“They asked me to do it. How could
I pass an opportunity like that up?” asked
Boesch. “I thanked the campus ministry
numerous times for letting me do this.”
“Zac made it very complicated because
he was so willing,” Rockers joked. “And I
mean that in the very best possible way.”
According to Rockers, in keeping with
Boesch’s humble personality, a small plaque
will be placed near the photos that simply
says, “Photography by Zac Boesch, 2009.”
“Number one it was a project of joy,”
Rockers said of the overall project. “And
number two, I think it was guided by the
Spirit. I think that makes it a really special
gift.”
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by Conor Gearin and Patrick O’Leary

Friday, April 24
Assembly Schedule
Formal Attire
Dauphin Players’ Production: All in the
	Timing @ 7:30pm
TENN @ Belleville East Tourney
BASE vs. SLUH Tourney 11am
C BASE @ Eureka 4:30pm
AP Snack—Cookies
Lunch : Special—Chicken Bacon Cheese
Health—Beef ’n’ Bean Burrito
Saturday, April 25
Junior Day Service
Dauphin Players’ Production: All in the
	Timing @ 7:30pm
VBALL @ Parkway Central Tourney
TENN @ Belleville East Tourney
TRACK @ Ladue Invitational 9am
C BASE vs. SLUH Tourney 9am
POLO vs. DeSmet @ RecPlex 1pm

van Beethoven
Calendar

*Lunch menu subject to change.

TENN (V/JV) @ Parkway Central 4pm
VBALL (JV/V) @ Parkway Central
4:15pm
C BASE vs. CBC 4:30pm
AP Snack—Quesadilla Rolls
Lunch : Special—Pizza
Healthy—Pulled Pork on Wheat Bun
Tuesday, April 28
Schedule B2
BASE vs. CBC 4:30pm
B BASE @ CBC 4:30pm
C BASE vs. St. Mary’s 4:30pm
TRACK @ Vianney Relays
AP Snack—Jumbo Pretzels
Lunch : Special—Steak Fingers
Healthy—Grilled Cheese Twisted Pizza

Monday, April 27
Schedule B1
College Reps:
Miami University @ Jr/Sr Lunch
TRACK @ Vianney Relays
POLO @ Lindbergh 4pm

Wednesday, April 29
Schedule R
AP Psych Practice Exam 8:05
Fr. Eng. Tutorial AP
Jr Class Meeting AP
College Reps:
SLU Frat Council
IM—Soph/Sr Mental Meltdown
B BASE vs. DuBourg 4:15pm
VBALL (JV/V) vs. CBC 5pm
GOLF @ DeSmet 3:30pm
JV GOLF vs. DeSmet 3:30pm
POLO vs. Marquette 4pm
AP Snack—Cookies

(from 2)
of breathalyzers at the door, “The main thing
was the awareness, as far as making sure
people knew we had breathalyzers there.”
Kesterson mentioned that the existence of
breathalyzers probably deterred some students from attending.
At the beginning of the mixer, Director
of Diversity Robert Evans and Kesterson
stood at the entrance with three breathalyzers, observed the students, and “didn’t notice
anything,” according to Kesterson. After
students entered, the breathalyzers were not
used during the mixer, and the chaperones
didn’t report any alcohol suspicions.
Since the breathalyzers weren’t actively
used by the supervisors during the night,
Kesterson voiced concerns about students
seeing the breathalyzers as a bluff. Kesterson has planned to meet next week with the
STUCO moderators and members to discuss

future plans for the breathalyzers.
Said Kesterson, “Come August next
year, we will have (the breathalyzers), and
maybe we will employ some sort of other
strategy, maybe do the random checks. So I
don’t want students to get complacent. We
will use them, and I have no problems using
them.”
He noted that other main cause of a more
secure mixer from the security standpoint was
that fact that it was roughly half the size of
a normal mixer.
Sophomore Etefia Umana had a good
time: saying, “I enjoyed that no one was
harmed, and no one was drunk. … The Spring
Fling Mixer was a safer environment than
the Back to School Mixer, but still had all
of the fun.”
Freshman STUCO President Jack Witthaus said, “I thought it was great,” adding
that not as many people were there compared

Sunday, April 26
Dauphin Players’ Production: All in the
	Timing @ 2 pm

LOLLAPASLUHZA
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Apr. 24-May 1

Lunch : Special—Taco Salad
Healthy—Pizza Calzone
Thursday, April 30
Schedule R
JSEA National Director of Diversity
Conference
Band Trip to Springfield, IL
College Reps:
Truman State University
IM—Fr/Soph/Jr/Sr Bashball
C-BASE @ DeSmet 4:30pm
TRACK @ Clayton Invitational Prelim
3:20pm
TRACK (JV/C) vs. St. Mary, Webster,
DeSmet, Vianney, & CBC 4pm
POLO @ Pkwy West 7pm
TENN (V/JV) @ Pkwy South 4pm
JV GOLF vs. DeSmet 3:30pm
AP Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch : Special—Chicken Strips
Healthy—Baked Chicken Drumstick
Friday, May 1
Schedule H
Junior Class Liturgy (Ring Mass) and
Reception 1:00pm
Junior Ring Dance 8pm
POLO @ Lindbergh 4pm
C-BASE vs. Chaminade 4:30pm
Snack—Mini Tacos

to the first mixer because the hype of the first
week of school and the fact that flyers got
out a little late for the Spring Fling mixer.
“From my end, (the mixer) went about as
well as it could be,” Kesterson concluded.
Barton said, “The attendance for the
mixer was great, better than I hoped for.”
“It was good, I don’t think it was as good
as the Back to School Mixer, but that is how
it always is,” said junior Matt Burke. “There
weren’t as many people, and the music wasn’t
as good.”

ROAD RULES

SLUH Summer Driver Education currently has openings. See Mr. Kornfeld
if interested.

