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Linhares named Assistant
Principal for Mission

Luke Chellis, Nick Fandos
Core Staff, Staff

W

hen students return for classes in
the fall, they will do so under a new
administrative structure. Besides shuffling job titles and filling vacancies left
by departing faculty, the administration
will also include a new position, Assistant
Principal for Mission (APM). Yesterday,
Principal John Moran named Saint Louis
U. High’s first ever Assistant Principal
for Mission, current theology department
chair Jim Linhares.
According to Moran, the APM’s role
is defined as promoting the school’s Jesuit
mission— primarily through orientation and
guidance to faculty— as well as serving as a
liason between the restructured campus ministry department and the administration.
The deadline for both in-house and
outside APM applications was the second
Friday in May.
Three finalists were interviewed by
administrative and pastoral teams including Moran, Assistant Principal for Student
Affairs Brock Kesterson, Principal for
Administrative and Technological Services
Tom Becvar, and Director of Diversity and
next year’s Assistant Principal for Diversity
Robert Evans; as well as Jesuit Superior of
the Community Carl Heumann, S.J., Dance
teacher Simonie Bieber, Algebra II teacher
Nicholas Ehlman, and Assistant Director
for Campus Ministry Brian Gilmore. The
three four-hour interviews took place on
three separate days—Thursday, May 14, and
Monday and Tuesday of this week.
Linhares, who has served as a theology
teacher at SLUH for 26 years, is currently
the theology department chair. Although he
will remain in the classroom to teach one

section of humanities and continue to coach
cross country next year, Linhares will assume a large portion of departing Assistant
Principal for Academics Mark Michalski’s
position. Becvar will absorb the remaining
responsibilities under the new title of Assistant Principal of Academics.
Moran explained that he was satisfied
with the strong pool of applicants the position drew, but said that Linhares stood out
among the three.
“He’s a real leader on the faculty, and
that’s who this job is for. This person’s job
is going to be to work almost entirely with
faculty. Jim has sort of naturally come to that
role in the school,” said Moran.
Gilmore, who served on the administrative search team and coaches cross country
and track with Linhares, noted Linhares’s
careful thought and consideration as well
as concrete goals that helped him to stand
out.
“(Linhares) just had such well-reasoned,
thought out answers to the questions we
asked,” said Gilmore. “It just seemed so
natural coming from him. There was clearly
such a passion and such a clear vision of
things. We asked him a question like, ‘What
do you think you’ll be doing with us in
campus ministry as part of your job?’ And
right away he was like, ‘I have been thinking
about it,’ and he gave four things.
... It was clear he had thought so much
about it.”
Linhares explained that he had begun
discerning possible administrative goals
before the position became available.
“Three or four years ago I felt like I was
looking for new challenges, and some of
that involved wanting to work with adults,
particularly in formation: spirituality, reli-

see MISSION, 14
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Principal John
Moran’s first
year at SLUH
Ben Kim
Core Staff

I

sat down with Principal John Moran after school on Thursday and interviewed
him about his first year as SLUH’s principal. The following is the transcription of
the interview.
PN: Has your first year as SLUH’s principal gone as you wanted or expected?
Dr. John Moran: It’s a hard question. (pause)
So I am going to take a second to think about
it. In many ways it has gone better. I don’t
think I had many expectations other than
what I came in with of wanting to learn and
learn and learn, so in that aspect it has gone
fantastically. There are some things I think
that have gone even better than I would’ve
hoped for a year. And I guess when we say
a year ago, I really think of last August at
the beginning of the school year. And what I
was hoping for a year ago at this time, I was
packing up my home in Boston and saying
good-bye to friends, so I wasn’t thinking
very much about St. Louis University High
at all.
But by August, my focus was very much
on trying to learn as much as I could about
the school and about the culture and about the
program at SLUH, and I think I’ve done that.
And I also think that we have had some really
important events and happenings on campus
this year that have gone really well.
I’m thinking specifically of things like
Issues Day and all the coordination events
that went into that. I’m thinking of the event
at the Scottrade Center with the hockey team
and there was a lot of planning that went into

see MORAN, 15
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Michalski leaves
diverse SLUH career

Nick Fandos
Staff

A

ssistant Principal for Academics Mark
Michalski will be leaving St. Louis
U. High at the end of this school year. Michalski, who has worked at SLUH for 11
years and served as assistant principal for
eight, will become the principal at Central
Catholic St. Nicholas grade school.
Michalski, who first arrived at SLUH
in 1998, has served as a theology teacher,
admissions director, and, most recently,
Assistant Principal for Academics. A large
portion of Michalski’s work has been in
training faculty members in the Jesuit mission and educational tradition.
“He really understands thoroughly the
mission of the school. Part of his job was
to promote the mission, and I think he did
that very well,” said Assistant Principal for
Administrative and Technological Services
Tom Becvar, also citing Michalski’s warmth
and kindness as strong attributes.
While a large portion of Michalski’s

work has been promoting SLUH’s mission
and advising teachers, he explained that some
of his proudest moments came through helping struggling students, and when possible,
seeing the fruits of his aid.
“Seeing somebody that I knew had some
real academic struggles, or someone that I
had worked with closely, or someone who
had some real personal struggles as he went
through SLUH, walking across the stage at
graduation, those have been the proudest
moments of my life,” said Michalski. He also
noted this year’s North Central accreditation, a reworking of SLUH’s probationary
policies, and his marriage to counselor Mary
Michalski as high points during his tenure
at SLUH.
Michalski will become principal at
Central Catholic St. Nicholas on July 1.
The school, a nativity school located in St.
Louis City, offers Michalski a chance to
use experience he gained working in lower
income schools in Denver and Kansas City

see MICHALSKI, 13

Stewart leaves behind life
at SLUH for Jesuits

“

Mike Lumetta
Staff

H

e’s always there. He never seems
bothered by (students hanging out in
his office),” senior Tony Billmeyer said
of departing Director of Campus Ministry
Matt Stewart. Stewart leaves St. Louis U.
High at the end of this year to become a
Jesuit after six years of dedicated service
to the community and a remarkable openness to students.
Stewart’s acceptance into the Society
of Jesus was announced in March after he
completed his discernment and application
process. According to Stewart, his involvement with and observation of SLUH Jesuits
have greatly influenced his discernment.
“Doing the work that I’ve been doing here
is pretty similar to what a lot of Jesuits do,”
he said.
Stewart first came to SLUH in 2003 after
working in the Alum Service Corps (ASC)

the previous year at Rockhurst. When he
returned to St. Louis, he sent out a number
of applications for area teaching positions.
“I sent a letter to literally every Catholic
high school in the city, boys and girls,” he
said.
Only SLUH and CBC expressed interest, and former Principal Mary Schenkenberg
eventually hired Stewart as an Assistant
Director of Campus Ministry. He retained
that position until 2006, when he was named
Director of Campus Ministry.
Stewart’s departure presents Campus
Ministry with the challenge of replacing the
large workload he undertakes.
“Mr. Stewart is responsible for all the
tiny details of things that many people,
including myself (sometimes), don’t even
realize,” said Assistant Director of Campus
Ministry Brian Gilmore.
Gilmore added that Stewart often stays
in the Campus Ministry office working late

see STEWPOT, 12

Rockers
departs
SLUH, CSP

May 22, 2009

Pat O’Leary
Staff

C

ommunity Service Project (CSP) Director Colleen Rockers has dedicated
countless hours over the past five years to
the advancement of the community service program at St. Louis U. High. Rockers has, in her own words, “brought a passion to service.” She said that she is both
happy and sad about her retirement at the
end of this year.
Before coming to St. Louis U. High
Rockers taught at Mullen High School in
Denver, Colo., after getting her Master’s
Degree in theology at St. Thomas Theological
Seminary.
Rockers has served as the CSP director,
organizing and coordinating service opportunities for SLUH students for five years
while teaching sophomore theology classes.
She said her time is divided into one-fourth
community service and three-fourths teaching. Despite this daunting task, Rockers has
carried it out with dedication and conviction,
colleagues say.
During Rockers’ time as CSP director,
she said that she most enjoyed feed/shelter
programs and helping coordinate the wellreceived Believing is Seeing program. Rockers also helped organize the Service Learning
Retreat for each of her years here.
Rockers said that she is happy about
her departure because her life will no longer
be divided into 45-minute periods, and she
will have more time to be a “granny nanny”
in Colorado. She said, “My plans include
having no plans.”
After she enjoys a period of free time
while being “a human being, not a human
doing,” Rockers will work to abolish the
death penalty, which she is strongly against.
She is also considering teaching English as
a second language, possibly for Catholic
Charities.
Rockers said that the thing she will miss
most about SLUH is the quality of people
she has encountered, from students to faculty
to staff to administration. She said that they

see ROCKERS, 12
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Gearin ’11 on student views of climate change
Conor Gearin							
Core Staff

T

he long line of bicycles leaning on the fence of SLUH’s upper field gave tangible evidence of students’ concern for their
carbon footprints. Yet as I observed the impressive display of cycling machinery, I could only wonder: what was the motivation
for students to forsake their automobiles? Weren’t these the same
people I heard arguing during activity period, before classes, and
at extracurricular events over the validity of climate change—
not just about its causes, but its very existence? Of course, many
just did not care about the issue and were being sarcastic in these
disagreements, but I do not think there is any room for indifference in the matter. Car Free Day was worthwhile both in building
community and as an opportunity to be more aware of energyefficient practices. Nonetheless, the success of Car Free Day still
leaves a major question unanswered—whether or not students
care about climate change.
Due to the vast amount of media attention that climate change has
received in recent years, both sides have formed misconceptions—
myself included. When I asked AP Environmental Science teacher
Mr. Anderson about global warming I used the phrase “scientific
fact.” Using such phrases when describing man as the primary
catalyst of global warming is misleading, Anderson explained.
Rather, Mr. Anderson said, “there’s still much to learn” about
interactions in the biosphere. While there is little question that the
earth’s climate is changing, the primary causes are not yet so readily
understood.
“But what you need to do is examine the evidence and see which
way it leans,” Mr. Anderson said. As far as man’s role in the issue,
Mr. Anderson told me that any respectable scientist could see the

correlations and conclude that man is making a significant impact
on the world’s climate.
When asked about the seemingly overwhelming number of
skeptics of climate change at SLUH, Mr. Anderson said although
his AP environmental science class has few such skeptics, he has
encountered others that do question the idea of climate change. He
hopes that those students are merely in the process of understanding
what we have learned about climate change and forming a more
informed opinion.
The question, then, is how students can come to the truth of
the matter, or at least explore the issue. Thankfully, freshmen are
taught about climate change in biology class in a series of projects
presented by students about pollution, acid rain, and greenhouse
gases.
Biology teacher Mr. Kuensting told me that the innovative
learning method certainly has its advantages: “some kids get really
intense knowledge of a topic because they presented it, and in that
way, it’s better (than a lecture),” he said. Furthermore, students are
held accountable for the information in their classmates’ presentations.
Students and teachers seem to be in consensus about the usefulness of this learning method. “It got people to learn about (environmental issues) instead of just trying to feign interest” during
a teacher’s lecture, freshman D.J. Finocchiaro pointed out. “(The
presentations) were very informative.”
The firsthand experience most students received through this
project may lead to more informed opinions. Yet Kuensting said
he still finds students who disagree with what they have learned in
the presentations. “But they’re just repeating what they’ve heard

see C02, 13

Missey invites community to Buddy Walk
To the editors:
I would like to extend an open invitation to everyone in the SLUH
community to this year’s Buddy Walk in Forest Park on Sunday,
June 14. The Buddy Walk is one of the Down Syndrome Association of Greater St. Louis’s major events of the year and serves as
both a fundraiser and to promote advocacy and inclusion for people
with Down syndrome.
The event itself is very simple: groups meet at the Upper Muny
Parking Lot in Forest Park on Sunday, June 14. Registration is free
and begins at 9:30 a.m.; the Buddy Walk itself begins at 10:00 a.m.
Our team is called “James’s Buddies” and we should be easy to find;
the organizers put team name signs along the orange fencing that
surrounds the gathering area. But you don’t even need to be part of
a team or group, or even know anyone to participate in the walk—
everyone is welcome. There is free food and music and bounce
houses and other games for everyone afterward; more details can
be found at http://www.dsagsl.org/buddy-walk/ .
My family and I have participated in the Buddy Walk twice
since the birth of our son James in November 2006. We knew next
to nothing about Down syndrome when James was born, but thanks

to the Down Syndrome Association in St. Louis, we received all
kinds of help and support and have met many, many wonderful
people along the way.
One disturbing thing we have learned since James was born,
however, is that the abortion rate for people who find out during
pregnancy that their child has Down syndrome is anywhere between
85 and 93 percent. While James’s physical and intellectual and
social development has been slow, and while he’s had some health
problems—all typical for people with Down syndrome—it seems
frightening that so many people would consider someone like James
not worth having. Groups like the Down Syndrome Association in
St. Louis and events like the Buddy Walk help highlight the gifts
and beauty and humanity of people like James to help counteract the
perception that disabilities are only about problems and struggles for
individuals and their families. My family and I would be honored
to have you join us on June 14 to see the joy of thousands of people
celebrating the other side of that story.
				
Stephen Missey
				
English, Prep News moderator
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McConaghy leaves Latin legacy

Eric Lewis
Staff

C

lassics teacher Dr. Mary Lee McConaghy will no longer teach Latin
after the end of this school year but will
continue to teach one section of Greek, a
senior elective.
McConaghy, or “magistra,” as her students know her, first came to St. Louis U.
High in the fall of 1979 to head the faltering
Latin program. Jesuit scholastics were no
longer required to study Latin at the time,
and the administration was hesitant to hire a
lay person for a subject that had been Jesuittaught for its entire history.
“There was a thought before she came
about eliminating Latin,” said McConaghy’s
fellow Latin teacher Mark Tychonievich.
In her first year at SLUH, McConaghy
had two freshman sections of Latin and two
junior sections which included eight seniors,
and the language was not even a full four- year
course. Latin is currently the second-largest
language at SLUH (after Spanish) and boasts

more than 200 students.
Along with increasing opportunities for
lay women on SLUH faculty, McConaghy
considers the growth of the Latin program
to be among her greatest achievements.
“She breathed life into that (program), to
create a culture which valued (the Classics),”
said an admiring Tychonievich. “(Students)
find something in her presence that makes
them want to study.”
Many of her students, and a few others
whom she has not taught, spend their activity periods in the Latin room, M216, with
her. These students have come to call the
room “the Shrine.” Many just come to do
homework or visit McConaghy, but there are
also the weekly “Dream Team” practices for
various and sundry Latin and Greek competitions at both the state and national level, and
team awards proudly adorn her desk.
“The room is just a good environment,”
said freshman Phillip Yoffie, one of McConaghy’s students. “You can either work
on homework in the back or join lively

see MAGISTRA, 14

Zilske departs library, costumes

Conor Gearin
Core Staff
“

I

’m really going to miss you all. Just
the idea of seeing everybody,” said library technician Sharon Zilske, who will
be leaving St. Louis U. High after fifteen
years.
Zilske came to SLUH in the fall of 1994
in an age that would have certainly perplexed
current SLUH students—the days of the card
system for books and the Dukane system for
watching movies in classrooms.
“It’s been really interesting to see all the
different technology to come through here,”
said Zilske.
Library director Cortney Schraut said
that a library technician is a term for an employee who, while not a standard librarian,
takes care of many of the various processes
and jobs in the library. For instance, Zilske
was in charge of making cards for new books
when the card system was in use.
Schraut, who came to SLUH two years
ago, said that Zilske was helpful when
Schraut was “getting to know how they
work things (here).” She said that Zilske

also takes care of paying bills, assisting
library volunteers, checking in periodicals,
and processing overdue notices.
The library once featured a Dukane
system, an outdated network for showing
videos in classrooms that allowed the school
to do things like show Othello in five English
classrooms at the same time, said Zilske
The televisions currently in the classrooms, library, and cafeteria were all installed
as part of the Dukane system. After this
system went under, Zilske took care of the
scrolling announcements.
Zilske also volunteered her time working on costumes for the Dauphin Players
beginning in 1997.
Senior Andrew Fowler said that Zilske
worked in the costuming department with
theater technician Megan Morey during
his freshman and sophomore years. In the
2006-2007 school year the Dauphin Players
performed Amadeus, a period piece with
elaborate, heavy clothing from the gilded
age—an especially challenging show for
costuming. Yet Zilske was helpful in aiding
the actors and actresses with their costumes

see ZILSKE, 13
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Assistant
AD
to plan
intramurals

Luke Chellis
Core Staff

A

long with the opening of the new
Danis Field House next fall, the athletic department will feature a new position as well. An Assistant Athletic Director (AAD), yet to be named, will work
directly with Athletic Director Richard
Wehner and take the bulk of responsibility
in planning intramurals.
According to Moran, the AAD’s two
primary responsibilities will be the management of intramurals and club sports. The
intramural program has been suspended
for the remainder of this year because its
former moderator, David Barton, no longer
teaches at SLUH (see Vol. 73, Issue 30).
The AAD will fill this capacity of intramural
coordinator vacated by Barton, allowing the
intramural program to continue during the
next academic year.
“Frankly, (the AAD) isn’t an added
position so much as a reshuffling of responsibilities that are already out there,” said
Moran.
However, this position is not being
created exclusively as a reaction to Barton’s
departure. “This is something that was a
conversation with Mr. Barton all year long,
as well—was that it’s not atypical for an
intramural program to be run out of the
Athletics Office,” said Moran. “Even though
not all intramurals are athletic, there’s so
much of them that are athletic, it helps to
coordinate, it helps with budgeting. … It
just helps with resources. There shouldn’t
be a whole separate set of resources that are
intramural resources and then Athletics has
their resources.”
Moran also emphasized that in terms of
organizing the scheduling and maintenance
of SLUH facilities that are used by both the
intramural and athletic programs, coordinating them both from one office “just makes
sense.”
Another chief consideration in the

see AAD, 14
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Baudbills win State for fourth straight time

Peter Mackowiak
Sports Editor

T

he St. Louis U. High water polo team
(30-1) has made a habit of leaving
underdog-rooters disappointed. The team
wrapped up a fourth straight and 14th
overall Missouri District Tournament
championship Saturday night by beating
DeSmet for the fourth straight time this
season, 9-4.
Senior Steve Sigman opened the scoring
on the team’s first possession. The teams then
traded goals twice. First each team scored
to the top-corners, with senior Will Page restaking SLUH to a one-goal lead. Then, after
DeSmet equalized on a short deflected shot,
senior and Post-Dispatch athlete of the week
Will Derdeyn buried a breakaway chance to
put the Jr. Bills ahead for good.
The game was decided in the second
quarter. Sigman scored a second goal before
a coolly converted penalty shot by hobbled
senior John Heafner put SLUH up 5-2. No
stranger to the St. Peter’s Rec Plex, Heafner
has played on every one of SLUH’s past four

Baudendistel. “Each year is a different team.
State champion teams.
Two goals by senior John Savio forced This year’s did not have the depth of some of
DeSmet into a tight spot at quarter’s end. our other teams. (John) Penilla and I have had
the debate on and off all year about which of
SLUH led by a confident 7-3 at the half.
DeSmet scored in the first minute of the these three teams our past three years was our
third quarter to come within three goals, but best, and I’ve been in our team’s corner all
season. And just
from there SLUH
last night, (Peheld back. The Jr.
nilla) said to me,
Bills’ suffocating
‘You might be
defense never let
right, these guys
DeSmet within
are good.’”
arm’s length of
SLUH scored
extremely longon only 33 perarmed senior
cent of its shots,
goalie Matt Howell below their
henberger.
season average
Savio scored
of 51 percent.
a third goal on a
Seniors Will Page (right hand up) and Trent Going (left)
lend hands to senior goalie Matt Hohenberger.
However, the Jr.
backhanded shot in
the third quarter, and senior Will Derdeyn Bills’ defensive efforts made the difference.
made it 9-4 with a power play goal in the SLUH ended up with just three fewer goals
fourth. SLUH tossed the ball around for the than DeSmet had shots.
“Frankly, it was not our best game …
final seconds and the four-peat was combut defense wins,” said Baudendistel.
plete.
see FOURTEEN, 16
“It never gets old,” said head coach Paul
PHOTO BY zac boesch

DeSmet puts final Boldts in SLUH’s coffin

Tony Billmeyer
Staff

A

“

fter last Thursday’s match with DeSmet, I realized that we weren’t the
best team,” said senior setter John Swanston. “This is the first year since I’ve
played at SLUH that we aren’t the best
team, because even my freshman year we
lost to a lesser team (Vianney in the state
finals). This is the first year that we lost to
a team that was actually better than us.”
The SLUH volleyball team (Ranked No.
15 by ESPN RISE) will not get the chance
to three-peat, following a loss to DeSmet in
the semifinals of the Class 4 Missouri State
volleyball tournament Wednesday night.
Before meeting the Spartans, the Jr. Bills
swept district play with wins over Parkway
South, CBC, Ritenour, and Eureka, then
ousted Marquette in a three-game quarterfinal
thriller.
The St. Louis U. High Volleybills
headed to Kirkwood High School in hopes
of avenging the 25-15, 25-19 beating DeSmet
handed the Jr. Bills on their senior night. The
Spartans came out firing and jumped out to

an early four-point lead. SLUH wanted to
Unfortunately for the Jr. Bills, the first
prevent the game from getting out of hand game of the tough semifinal was no excepbecause they have struggled to come back tion. SLUH never managed to get back into
late in games all season.
the game and fell 25-18.
“Last year we were far better than the
The Talaniabills came out fired up, led by
competition, and whenever we lost it was captain of team morale senior Rudy Brynac.
our fault,” said
Brynac swung
Swanston (19
momentum in
assists in the
SLUH’s favor
match). “This
with one of his
year we actuseven blocks earally got beat by
ly in game two.
some teams. My
A block, one of
sophomore and
many tips from
junior year(s) we
Swanston, and
never got beat,
an unassisted kill
we just beat ourby junior Kenny
selves. So when
Siebert got the
we were playing
overwhelming
from behind, we Sporting a new haircut, senior Mike Adams (right) receives a serve. U. High crowd
would be playing our asses off, but that’s just into the game. DeSmet’s solid defense connot good enough this year. In the past we’ve tinually stunted the SLUH attack, but Brynac
been good enough to the point where we could and senior Mike Adams still managed six
dig ourselves a hole and come out. This year kills each.
we dug ourselves a hole a couple times when
The momentum swung back westsee VOLLEYBALL, 16
we just couldn’t come out of them.”
PHOTO BY zac boesch
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Twinebills down Chaminade,
await CBC in State semis

Phil Azar
Reporter

The Red Devils defense came out in a zone,
a maneuver equivalent to giving the Jr.
he ancient Greek philosopher Socrates Bills a La-Z-Boy chair and a Mom’s Deli
once predicted the rise of an unstop- Sandwich.
“Our possession offense is too good for
pable, invulnerable, undefeatable beast
a defense to sit back in a zone,” said head
that would tear civilization apart.
coach Ron Kelam.
Some professor
“All we needed to do
at some university
was pass, catch, and
was all like, “Soshoot.”
crates’ ‘undefeatable
Senior midfieldbeast’is the advanceer Andrew Howe
ment of technology
opened up the match
in the 21st century
with the game’s first
and its dire effects
goal. His quick cut
on society.”
from the right wing,
This guy is an
complemented by
idiot. The “undefeata sharp Brian Hof
able beast” resides
assist, gave Howe
very close to 4970
Junior Peter McCall eyes the goal in 11-8 win over Cham.
an easy opportunity
Oakland Avenue. It
to score the first of his four goals of the
is the SLUH lacrosse team.
The No. 2 Jr. Bills slaughtered the No. game.
The Picklebills kept Red Devils in the
7 seed Chaminade 11-8 Monday night in the
see LACROSSE, 11
state quarterfinals.

T

photo by zac boesch

Late-game heroics lift RBIlls

gave the Jr. bills the advantage against the
Lions.
Ostapowicz hit a bit of a road bump in
fter receiving the No.1 seed and a the third. He walked the first two batters he
first-round bye in districts, the Base- faced, but bore down and got out of the jam
ballbills played the University City Lions without allowing a run.
The bottom of the inning
in a semifinal matchup on
was filled with fireworks
Tuesday. Lefty Andrew Oscourtesy of Jeff “The Great
tapowicz got the start on the
Brandino” Brand. With two
mound for the Jr. Jr. Bills
runners on, Brand made
and was hitting his spots
solid contact with a pitch and
early on, striking out two
ripped it to deep right field.
Lions in the first inning.
“It felt good, but I thought
The offense had no
I just popped out,” said
trouble getting off to a fast
Brand.
start, as senior Pat Roy blasted
The ball floated over the
a two-RBI triple to right field
330 feet sign as the crowd
that brought home freshman
erupted. Brand’s home run
Willie Floros and senior
was the team’s first this seaMike Bucchino. The entire
son and the first in Sheridan
lineup produced for the Jr.
Bills, a great sign for a team Senior Jeff Brand is doubled over Stadium this season, as well.
that has relied on sophomore after his home run against U. City. He was met at home by a
Sasha Kuebel for a large chunk of its runs. swarm of Jr. Bills.
see BILLINOIS, 11
Nicollerat’s aggressive base-running strategy

Jake Fechter
Reporter

A

photo by zac boesch
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Track qualifies
eight athletes
plus one relay
for Sectionals

Alex Hall
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High track team continued its quest for State at McCluer
North this past Saturday. In all, eight individual athletes and one relay team kept
State dreams alive by qualifying for tomorrow’s Sectional meet.
Senior Ronnie Wingo began the day by
qualifying for the finals in both the 100 and
200-meter dashes with times of 10.85 and
21.86, respectively. Wingo currently has the
fastest 200 time in the state and while the
100 time was only good for third in State
(behind two times of 10.77 from runners in
Kansas City’s district 8), he ran a 10.5 at the
MCC Championships.
Wingo will be SLUH’s only sprinter
competing at Sectionals. Neither Wingo nor
sophomore Edwin Young qualified for the
400, and senior Steve Clark missed making
the 300 hurdles by .57 seconds.
Wingo’s prelim partners, junior Daniel
Jones and senior Alex Hall, missed qualifying
for the 100 and 200, and Hall’s hip injury left
him unable to run the 4 x 100 and 4 x 200
relays, which along with the 4 x 400 relay
also failed to qualify.
The bad luck continued for the jump
squad. Seniors Brian Schwartze (20’5”)
and Nick Kreutzjans (19’8”) placed seventh
and ninth in the long jump but failed to
qualify.
Junior Andrew Scheibe (41’6”) and
sophomore Brian Bement (41’5”) placed
fifth and sixth in the triple jump failed to
qualify. Bement missed qualifying by about
a toenail, and would have scored well over
the required 42’1” on his second jump had
the a coach not judged that Bement stepped
just over the boundary line.
While he did not qualify, freshman Luke
Hagerty (5’6”) did well in placing 8th in the
high jump. The jump squad’s other high point
came when junior Michael Tynan vaulted

see TRACK, 11
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JV Water Polo (15-0)
Key players: Sophomore Joe Kabance was
voted team MVP. Freshman Sam Erlinger
was the team leader in points and named
offensive MVP. Sophomore Jake Chisolm
played goalie.
Season highlights: The team competed as
two individual squads in the conference
tournament. The two teams placed first and
second respectively with a combined record
of 21-1. The only loss was suffered when
the two squads played themselves.
Coach John Penilla: “It was a great year.
Everybody worked to fulfill their part. The
reason varsity is so good is because the JV
team is so good.”
—Nick Fandos
JV Lacrosse (9-6)
Key players: Attackman Jim Reichenbach, midfielder Andrew Schoessel,
defenseman Will Moritz, and goalie Alex
Postal (allowed just 2 goals a game).
Coach Ryan Sickles: “We had our ups
and downs, but we really pulled through
in the end as a team to play some good
lacrosse.”
—Andy Eilers
C Lacrosse (15-5-1)
Key players: Defensemen Mark Weber and Sam Cannon, attackmen Jack
McHenry and Tom Place, midfielder
Chip Moloney.
Coach Michael Franks: “The team really
pulled together and had a great season.
The offense and defense complemented
each other perfectly. The freshmen
have a bright future of lacrosse ahead
of them.”
—Andy Eilers
C Baseball (18-5, 5-2 MCC)
Coach Ray Bulte: “We’ve got a good core
of players. Several guys should be able
to make the step up to the B team (next
year), and some could make varsity.”
—Mike Lumetta
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C Track
Important meet: MCC Championship
(1st)

JV Volleyball (21-3)
Season highlight: Won ten-team DeSmet
JV Tournament on April 18

Key times/ results: 100 Meter Dash—
Terek Hawkins 11.7 (2nd), 1600 Meter
Run—Joe Esswein 4:53.0 (1st), First
Place 4x100 Meter Relay team, 300
Meter Hurdles—Matt McCarthy 44.2
(1st), 800 Meter Run—Joshua Beckerle
2:19.0 (3rd), 200 Meter Dash—Terek
Hawkins 24.3 (2nd), 3200 Meter Run—
Mike McLaughlin 10:43.4 (1st), Pole
Vault—Christian Lukas 10’0” (1st), High
Jump—Luke Hagerty 5’6” (1st), Triple
Jump—Geddy Trebus 38’7’ (1st)

Head coach Dan Becvar: “They were a
strong team all year. The future looks
bright. We have a nice foundation to
build from because these guys will be the
Varsity players.”
—Patrick O’Leary

Linhares: “(The freshman) didn’t have
the depth, but I was really pleased with
their season.”
—Eric Mueth
JV Track
Important Meet: MCC Championship
(1st: SLUH 156, Vianney 60)
Key times/ results: 4x800 Meter relay
team (1st), 110 Meter Hurdles—Chris
Ayala 17.3 (2nd), 1600 Meter Run—Tim
Rackers 4:37.0 (1st), 400 Meter Dash—
Riley Konzen 55.2 (1st), 300 Meter
Hurdles—Tyler Jennings 43.1 (2nd), 800
Meter Run—David Fleming 2:09.1 (1st),
3200 Meter Run—Bill Gabler 10:05.6
(1st), 4x400 Meter relay team (1st), High
Jump—Ryan Burke 5’8” (1st), Triple
Jump—Chris Ayala 37’9” (1st), Shot
Put—Dan Kuehl 42’9” (1st), Discus
throw—Patrick Davis 119’6” (1st)
Varsity head coach Jim Linhares: “Our
goal was to win conference, and we
did it by a big margin. We had fantastic
depth.”
—Eric Mueth

B Baseball (8-8, 2-5 MCC)
Hitting Stats: SS/OF Espen Conley
(.362, 1 HR, 5 RBIs, 12 SBs), SS P.D.
Brown (.429, 13 SBs) RHP/1B/OF Mark
Jaskowiak (.333, 7 RBIs), RF Matt Beckerle (.400, 6 RBIs)
Pitching Stats: RHP Elliot Fish (1-3, 2.55
ERA, 32 K, 24 1/3 IP), RHP Anthony
Greiner (1-0, 2.19 ERA, 8 K, 12 1/3 IP)
Coach Scott Gilbert: “We have a good
core group of players on the sophomore
level. If they work hard this summer, I
think they will have an impact on varsity
next year.”
	
—Mike Lumetta
						
JV Golf (7-1-1)
Best Scores: Paul Rupee 39, Zack Harris 38
Varsity golf coach Greg Bantle: “They had
a good record and I’m hoping some of the
guys can help us on varsity. (The players)
have got to keep improving and realize JV
isn’t the end, varsity is.”
—Adam Cruz
JV Tennis (9-4)
Season highlight: “My proudest moment
was the amazing team atmosphere at
Edwardsville. I honestly could not have
asked for a better crew of JV tennis players balancing discipline and having fun
while growing as a community.” — coach
David Callon
Callon: “We had a lot of fun together and
while the competition varied, our tennis
game progressively got better.
—Drew Dziedzic
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2008-09 SLUH sports highlights

Peter Mackowiak
Sports Editor

I

t’s been a blast. Throughout 2008-09, St.
Louis U. High’s sports teams have given
us reason to jump, dance, yell, groan, and
grow together. Highlighted here are a few
of this year’s stories.
Hockey’s State run (Issues 10-23)
Who would have thought a non-schoolsanctioned sport attended by fewer than 20
students a game as recently as three years ago
would by last year morph into winter’s prime
weekend social event and this year supply
the ever-growing, ever-dedicated fan base
the best possible payoff, a glamorous State
final appearance at the Scottrade Center?
Whether it was the hearty cheers bouncing off the low Webster Rec Plex ceiling or
the many students milling about the corridors
in royal blue SLUH Hockey shirts, the consistently immense support of the team could
not have been more evident. Even the school
administration got into the act, offering
students a package deal including pre-game
pizza, a bus ride to Scottrade Center, and a
ticket to the State finals.
In all, more than 700 SLUH students
migrated downtown on 14 buses. So many
SLUH fans arrived at once that Scottrade
ushers had to scramble to unclog the overcrowded student section gate entrances.
Senior Kevin Corby said the sight of rows
upon rows of blue shirts overwhelmed him
to the point that he felt like he was playing
in the NHL.
After the 4-2 loss, the SLUH student
section mustered a post-game ovation thanking the players for an exciting season whose
victories ran the gamut from dominating
blowouts to last-second comebacks. The
team beat Webster 15-6 on aggregate in the
quarters and advanced through the State semifinals with a 2-0 mini-game win that capped
a dramatic comeback over Francis Howell.
The regular season was highlighted by the
team’s second straight Jesuit Cup victory
over DeSmet that completed a three-game
sweep in which the Jr. Bills outscored the
Spartans 12-5.
Football beats Vianney 63-42,
Chaminade 33-32 (Issues 7-8)
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SLUH led Vianney 27-7 at the end of
the first quarter, and 34-21 at the end of the
second quarter in a shootout that prompted
head coach Gary Kornfeld to say at halftime,
“We might have to score 68 points to win
this thing, but we can do it.”
The night belonged to SLUH. Senior
running back Ronnie Wingo caught a score
and ran for six more (64, 36, 78, 23, 73, and
4 yards), good for SLUH all-time bests of
403 rushing yards, 7 total touchdowns, and
three other individual school records including most career points scored. The offense
as a whole ate up 650 total yards in setting
an additional three team records.
The very next week the Jr. Bills needed
a buzzer-beating 42-yard field goal Joe
Schrick, his fourth field goal of the game, to
beat Chaminade 33-32 and send the whitedout visiting crowd into a frenzy.
Even the CCIN play-by-play announcer
wrote off SLUH after Chaminade scored for
a two-point lead with 25.9 seconds remaining
in the game. But a solid kickoff return and
two pass plays put Schrick in position to ruin
the Red Devils’ perfect MCC season.

senior linebacker Morgan Cole (18 tackles),
held at the goal line an astounding three times
to preserve a 28-28 tie. SLUH struck first in
overtime when senior Ronnie Wingo scored
from three yards out. But Fox cut the lead to
one with a quick-response score and elected
to try a win-or-go-home two-point conversion. The Fox rusher swept right, dove into
a tangle of bodies, and landed inches over
the plane to end SLUH’s season.
A cold and blustery Saturday morning
presented the cross country team the opportunity to salvage a State win from the
heretofore painful weekend. Head coach Jim
Linhares said that while the team expected
to win, “We knew Lee’s Summit West was
going to be a difficult team to beat.” SLUH
led the field at the first mile marker and
ended up with 87 points, which beat their
previous year’s State-winning total by 26
and smoked third-place Liberty’s score of
140. Seniors Austin Cookson (9th), junior
Caleb Ford (13th), and senior John Clohisy
(18th) garnered All-State honors. However,
Lee’s Summit West dismantled the field with
a State-record 53 points.

Fall sports heartbreaks (Issues 10-11)
On three consecutive days (November
6, 7, and 8), the soccer, football, and cross
country teams saw their seasons come to
abrupt and unexpected ends.
The soccer team had a 21-game win
streak cruelly snapped in a district final
penalty shootout loss at home to Chaminade.
The game still scoreless, SLUH’s title hopes
suffered a serious blow when senior captain
Chris Gomez drew a red card on the second
of two shaky yellows with 27 minutes left in
the game. The resilient Jr. Bills scored five
minutes later, but conceded the equalizer
with 13 minutes left. They survived extra
time, but lost the shootout 3-0. Thus the team
most pundits, and even Chaminade’s coach
called the best in State was done. The worst
bit of irony? While MSHSAA rules stipulate
head coach Charlie Martel should have been
allowed to replace Gomez with an 11th man,
the referees mistakenly denied him a sub.
On Friday night the football team bowed
out of the State round of 16 against Fox on
the game’s final play, losing 36-35. Junior
Michael Riddering played well in his first
career varsity start, and the defense, led by

Nine Jr. Bills commit on
National Signing Day (Issue 19)
Four senior SLUH football players–
Morgan Cole (Army), Nikko Sansone (San
Diego), Matt Storey (Butler), and Ronnie
Wingo (Arkansas)–signed on to play in
college before teammates, coaches, family,
and television news cameras in an activity
period ceremony in the team meeting room
Feb. 4. Cole committed just 17 hours before
Signing Day, and Wingo’s impending decision between Arkansas and Missouri had top
recruiting websites buzzing.
Four soccer players committed privately.
Senior defenders John Merlo and Joe Zang
joined a strong class at Rockhurst, senior
striker Brian Schultz committed to DePaul,
and All-American senior midfielder Nick
Maglasang chose to stay home and play at
SLU.
Finally, senior water polo star Will Page
signed on with Mercyhurst, a prominent D-II
team in Pennsylvania.
Racquetball wins National Championship
(Issue 23)

see SPORTS, 16

Kevin Casey
Editor
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PN 74 ready to roll
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fter 31 issues of the seventy-third
volume of St. Louis U. High’s Prep
News, the senior Prep Newsers are ready
to step out and let PN 74 take the reigns.
“One of the biggest strengths of this
year’s editors was the way they invited in,
inspired, and made feel comfortable a whole
group of very, very talented younger writers,”
said Prep News moderator Steve Missey.
Out of these talented writers have come
PN 74’s five editors, with current junior Matt
Bettonville leading as editor in chief. Fellow
current juniors Robby Bertucci and Adam
Cruz will serve as sports co-editors, with
current junior Ben Kim as news editor and
current sophomore Nick Fandos completing
the fantastic five as features editor.
Of Bettonville as editor in chief, Missey
said, “He’s demonstrated real leadership this
year, he’s a first-rate writer, and I’m really
impressed with how well he’s worked with
people on the staff, current editors, his peers,
people below him in class year.”
Next year will be the first featuring
two sports editors since Missey became the
moderator of the paper in 1999. However,
Missey has confidence in the change: “Cruz
and Bertucci as sports co-editors give us

two guys with that same kind of immersion
in sports and that knowledge about what’s
going on that (current sports editor Pete
Mackowiak) has had that’s made the sports
section so terrific this year,” explained Missey.
As news editor, Kim will play a crucial
role in the organization of the paper’s main
section, along with writing both regular
articles and news features. “This has been a
great year for Ben,” said Missey of Kim, who
joined the paper as a sophomore. “I think the
key for Ben is that he is learning just how
talented he is, and he’s gained confidence
as the year has gone on, which makes him
ready to be editor of a section.
“I think next year will be a good opportunity for him to sort of test out that
new confidence in himself in working with
younger writers—turning that confidence
outward and teaching the guys that come
behind him and letting them have a chance
to grow,” Missey continued.
With an unusually large amount of
experience under both of their belts, Bettonville and Kim will also play key roles in
the paper’s layout next year, all the while
training those under them.
Fandos will be the second editor in four
years to serve as a junior, the last person being

Eric Lewis
Staff
wo St. Louis U. High students—
sophomore pianist Logan Hayward
and freshman flutist Tim Eidman—participated in the Missouri State High School
Activities Association (MSHSAA) soloensemble competition at both the district
and state levels. On March 6, both musicians scored a one out of five at districts,
the highest possible score, and qualified
for state.
The state competition was held at the
University of Missouri-Columbia on May 2
and featured over nine thousand competitors.
Eidman and Hayward each received a two
for their individual performances.
“It was really cool to be there because
there were loads of people from a ton of different high schools,” said Hayward, who chose
George Gershwin’s “Three Preludes” as his

piece. Hayward credited much of his success
to his lessons here at SLUH with piano instructor Gerry Quinn, who recommended the
piece from the MSHSAA-approved list.
Eidman chose a minuet by Georges
Bizet, a French composer well known for
his opera Carmen.
“I like a lot of the stuff Bizet has written,” said Eidman. “I thought it would be
really challenging and interesting.” Eidman
found the competition beneficial as a whole,
saying, “It kind of helped with some of my
habits with flute-playing and technique.”
Both students performed their solos at
SLUH band concerts last week.
“Eidman did well for a freshman,”
said band director Bryan Mueller. “And
(Hayward) played an extremely difficult
piece.” Mueller normally has three to eight
of his students enter the competition, and he
looks forward to these two underclassmen’s
opportunities in the near future.

A

Two students go to state band

T

see PN 74, 17

Festival of
Miles to
benefit
Rathmann

9

Ben Kim
Core Staff

S

t. Louis U. High graduate Mike Rathmann, ’08 and St. Louis University
student Brigette Schutzman both had lifechanging accidents last year that left them
with serious health conditions. Because of
the high medical bills for physical therapy,
surgeries, and procedures, the second annual Big River Festival of Miles, a benefit
track meet, has been scheduled for Saturday evening at SLUH.
The first Festival of Miles was held last
year by the Big River Running Company to
benefit Schutzman, who was badly injured
in a car accident due to icy road conditions
on Dec. 31, 2007. After being in a coma for
six weeks, the SLU track and cross country
star kept improving with her physical and
mental rehab. During her recovery, Schutzman’s coaches, friends, and teammates
started looking for ways to raise money for
her family.
“(SLU coaches) Jon Bell, Tim Bradley,
Brigette’s teammates, and I were trying to
figure out something to do for her to raise
some money, and we thought ‘Wouldn’t it
be fun to have a track meet’ because that is
what she loved,” said Ben Rosario ’98, owner
of the Big River Running Company.
The group decided to hold a track meet
with only mile runs, one of Schutzman’s best
events. The Brigette Schutzman Festival of
Miles was held last year in April 2008. It
was organized by Rosario, and had six onemile races, ending with an Elite Men’s group
attempting to make a sub-four-minute mile.
The event gathered around 800 people and
raised about $8,000 dollars for the Schutzman family.
About two months later, Rathmann
who finished sixth place in the high jump at
the State competition had an accident that
paralyzed him from the diaphragm down.
Again organized by the Big River Running
Company, this second track event will honor

see MILES, 17
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Top 10 SLUH news stories Golf: Schwob
40th at State
Kevin Casey, Chris Brennan
Editor, News Editor

A

Prep News Retrospective: Ten stories that shaped the year, roughly in
chronological order.
Theft at St. Louis U. High
Worries over theft were heightened when an
article in issue 3 (Sept. 12) told of the theft
of $3,000 to $4,000 in computer equipment
and how the tech staff tracked down the thief.
Following a passionate forum discussion
about theft at SLUH (issue 4, Sept. 19), the
administration mandated locked lockers for
all students as reported in issue 6 (Oct. 3).

Economic Crisis
Following the stock market plunges in late
September /early October, the economic
crisis appeared to affect SLUH relatively
little in projects such as V2K construction
with BSI Constructors or the endowment
(issue 7, Oct. 24). Later the effects were felt
more acutely, with the endowment dropping
25 percent to around $20 million (issue 26,
April 17).
Issues Day
(Issues 8 and 9, Oct. 24 and 31) Forty-one
speakers came to SLUH on Oct. 24 to discuss
issues that pertained to the presidential election ranging from the war in Iraq to healthcare. The day also featured discussions by
students and a mock election that Sen. John
McCain won. At the end of the day, Democrat
Mike Kelley and Republican Patrick Werner
debated questions posed by students.
Principal John Moran’s First Year
Principal John Moran asked to be educated
about SLUH at the beginning of the year
and probably touched or was interviewed
for most of the stories on this list in some
shape or form. The Prep News caught up
with Moran for his first hundred days as
principal (issue 13, Dec. 5) for a question and
answer that followed up on the beginning of
the year article.
Mike Rathmann ’08 Fundraisers
Following Rathmann’s tragic accident over
the summer which left him paralyzed from the
diaphragm down, STUCO’s fall fundraiser

raised $20,000 dollars to help buy a new
wheelchair (Issue 11, Nov. 14). Later PN sat
down with Rathmann, who has been going
through rehabilitation and surgery, to discuss
“A Night with Mike,” a trivia night and
auction held at SLUH that raised $150,000.
(Issues 15 and 16, Dec. 19, and Jan. 8)
Anonymous Letter
(Issue 17, Jan. 23) In January an anonymous
letter was sent to all sophomore parents
raising objections to the sophomore English book Plainsong by Kent Haruf. The
letter cited the sexually explicit passages of
Plainsong and noted how some parents had
requested the removal of the book from the
curriculum. A string of letters to the editor
followed, mostly opposing the views of the
anonymous letter.
Guignon’s Letter
(Issue 19, 20, and 21, February 6, 13, and 20)
In seniors’ first full week back from senior
project, senior Phil Guignon sent a letter to
the editors urging tolerance towards prochoice viewpoints. Later that day, the Prep
News was pulled off the Internet by the SLUH
administration. The next week the website
was restored without the letter. Moderator
Stephen Missey wrote a letter to explain the
situation, and the following issue covered
the administrative forum where students
questioned the administration’s actions.
Marijuana Expulsion
(Issue 21, Feb. 20) One student was expelled
and four were suspended for the sale and
purchase of marijuana at SLUH. The disciplinary action was the largest drug-related
response since 2001. PN followed up in
issue 22, delving into North Central survey
results that showed drug use had lessened
since 2005.
Hockey Game Violence
The night of the state hockey game at the
Scottrade center was a community-building
experience for SLUH but also saw violence
against SLUH students after the game. Editor
Kevin Casey was on a bus as a student was
attacked outside by a mob and recounted his
experience in a commentary in issue 23

see NO. TEN, 16
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Robbie Bertucci, Adam Cruz
Reporters
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ot too hot, not too cold. A light breeze
cuts through the humid air, but does
not affect a towering tee-shot. As Chubbs
Peterson so eloquently said, “Fresh cut
grass, birds a-chirpin.” In short, conditions at Rivercut Golf Course in Springfield, Missouri were ideal on Monday and
Tuesday for the state golf tournament,
where St. Louis U. High senior golf captain Jeremy Schwob teed off among 79
other competitors.
Schwob, SLUH’s only qualifying golfer,
entered the tournament with high hopes.
“I had played in a three-day tournament
over the summer with Colin FitzGerald (at
Rivercut). It’s a tough layout, but very open
to the possibility of low scores. A top-ten finish was very reasonable, even after I turned
a 73 into a 78 on the first day,” he said.
Schwob fell short of his lofty expectations, however, finishing middle of the pack.
Schwob’s 78 on day one (par 72) placed him
6 strokes back of the day one leader, Eureka’s
Teddy Jones. Schwob felt he played better
than his score indicated; Schwob’s long game
was the best it had been all year. However,
the cap’n struggled mightily on the green.
“I couldn’t get putts from ten to fifteen
feet to fall. I had numerous three-putts after
putting myself above the hole on the sloping
greens,” Schwob explained.
Schwob’s woes amplified and continued
on day two, where he shot an 81. Inconsistency bothered Schwob, who opened the
second day of play with a pair of bogeys, but
birdied on a difficult par 4, the hightlight of
his performance.
“I hit a gap wedge to one foot on the
next par 4 and managed a birdie on a tough
hole,” said Schwob.
However, triple and double bogeys on
the back nine inflated his score, and Schwob
finished 40th among the 80 golfers with a
combined score of 159.
The individual winner, Mike Magee,
shot 145. Chaminade’s Danny Schaller
was the lowest scorer of the Metro Catholic
Conference (148 combined).

see GOLF, 16
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(from 6)
The dinger put the Jr. Bills ahead 11-0.
The lead was plenty for Ostapowicz, who
finished off the game for the Jr. Bills. The
Lions were slain by the ten-run rule, and the
game ended in the fifth with a final score of
11-0.
Next for the Jr. Bills was the District
Final against the Ritenour Huskies. Sophomore ace Sasha Kuebel started for the Jr.
Bills and was hot early, retiring the first six
batters he faced and fanning two of them
for strikeouts. Roy—the triple hitter, not the
Avalanche goalie—struck again in the bottom
of the second inning, ripping another threebagger to right field. Roy attributes his late
season power surge to extra batting practice
that he and other seniors have taken before
practices.
“The more pitches I see in the cages,
the better adjustments I can make during the
game,” Roy said.
Junior Alex Goedeker followed with a
sharply hit grounder to the Huskie short stop.
Roy rushed and beat the shortstop’s throw
home with an athletic slide to give the Jr. Bills

LACROSSE

(from 6)
rear view mirror. They went up 5-2 at the end
of the first quarter and held a 7-3 advantage
at halftime.
The senior-heavy Jr. Bills got some
support from juniors Will Hovater and Sean
Meagher. Late in the first quarter, Hovater
made a quick face-dodge from the point and
fired a big right-handed shot into the top
corner of the net to get his name in the stat
book. He went on to score a hat trick.
Defensive prowler Meagher played like
some sort of dragon/housecat hybrid. Off a
turnover, the junior sprinted coast-to-coast
and sat the ball behind the Red Devil goalie
before anybody knew what happened.
The Duckbills led 9-5 after three, but the
fourth quarter proved more difficult. After
boosting their lead to 11-5 midway through
the fourth quarter, Chaminade used their
ancient Chinese kung-fu secrets to open up
more scoring chances and scored three unanswered goals on senior goalie Chris Saville,
whose back was likely hurting by then from
carrying the team all season long. The 11-8
final casts the contest in a more competitive

Sports
a 1-0 lead. Junior Scott Milles lined one of
his three hits to bring home Goedeker later
in the inning, boosting the lead to 2-0.
Kuebel remained steady on the mound
until the fourth inning. But with two runners
on and the Huskies hungry for a run, Kuebel
froze an opposing batter with a sick nasty
curve ball and got himself out of the jam.
Ritenour threatened again in the fifth as
they bunted a runner over to third and singled
home a run, cutting the Jr. Bill lead in half.
In the sixth, the Huskies pressured the SLUH
defense into committing two errors, but
Kuebel remained confident in himself and
his defense, as he quickly retired two batters
to get out of the inning run free.
The Jr. Bills came back with another run
in the bottom of the sixth to give Kuebel a
little insurance. Scott Milles ripped a single,
then stole second base and third base. A wild
throw to third allowed Milles to jog home
and give the Jr. Bills a 3-1 lead.
The top of the seventh added even more
drama for the Jr. Bills. Kuebel allowed runners to reach second and third and was one

light than it deserves.
Senior attackman Brian Hof recorded 5
assists, and his senior counterpart RJ Half
had 2 goals and 2 assists to help the Jr. Bills
advance to the State semifinals again.
This past week, the Killbills (Vol. 2)
received many decorations. In fact, the Jr.
Bills’ five All-State awards makes them
the most decorated team in the entire state.
Also, laxpower.com named Howe and Half
players of the week.
On Thursday night, the Jr. Bills will
take on CBC in a fight to the death…literally. The Jr. Bills bested the Cadets 9-7 in
their April 16 regular season match up, but
a different kind of fog hangs over this state
semis contest.
“I think it’s going to be an excellent
game,” said Kelam. “CBC runs a very fastpaced game, while we like to slow things
down. They have the best offense in the state,
while we have the best defense.”
If the Jr. Bills win, they will face the
winner of Rockhurst and DeSmet in the
state championship game Saturday at 1 pm.

11
out away from closing the game for the win.
A Ritenour player ripped a single to left field,
scoring the runner from third. As the gametying runner rounded third, Milles threw a
laser beam home to beat the runner for the
final out of the game. The fans erupted, and
the SLUH players came together to mob
Milles for his heroic performance that helped
the Jr. Bills squeak out a 3-2 victory.
The Jr. Bills won their 19th consecutive
district championship, dating back to 1990.
With their win, the Jr. Bills advanced to
Sectionals, where they will play Hazelwood
West on Tuesday at SLUH.
Roy emphasized the need to focus on
fundamentals: “We have plenty of talent, we
just have to do all the basic things right in
order to win.
As far as following in the foot steps of
last year’s third place team, Milles is excited
for the playoff push.
“Seeing the way the team has come
together in the last two weeks, I’d say we
definitely have a shot at the Final Four.”

Lacrosse Individual Honors

All-State
Attack: senior Brian Hof
Midfielders: seniors Robbie Fonke,
Andrew Howe
Defense: junior Sean Meagher
Goalie: senior Chris Saville
All-Conference
Attack: Hof (first team), senior RJ Half
(second team)
Midfielders: Fonke (first), Howe (first)
Defense: Meagher (first), senior Joe
Schulte (second), junior Mike Riddering
(second)
Specialist: senior Charlie Rechtiene
(second)
Goalie: Saville (first)

Lacrosse Nightbeat

The St. Louis U. High lacrosse team advanced to the State finals with a 12-8 win
over CBC last night at Soccer Park. The
Jr. Bills received goals from seniors Brian
Hof, RJ Half, Robbie Fonke, and Andrew
Howe. Junior defenseman Sean Meagher
scored one goal and anchored the defense by
collecting double-digit ground balls. SLUH
plays Rockhurst in the finals. Rockhurst
beat SLUH 8-3 earlier this season.
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(from 2)
at night or on weekends.
Community Service Project Director
Colleen Rockers praised Stewart’s creative
and energetic contributions to SLUH liturgies.
“He is a marvelous liturgist,” she said.
“His musical skills that he has graced our
liturgies with are just beautiful and meaningful.”
Gilmore noted Stewart’s work on the
Kairos retreat. “He’s really taken it on,”
Gilmore said.
Rockers also commented on Stewart’s
retreat work and his enthusiasm about it.
“As Dr. Moran said, he comes alive at
10 (p.m.) when every other adult is about to
die,” Rockers said.
The freshman retreat was added during
Stewart’s time heading Campus Ministry,
and this year the sophomore retreat was
restructured. Although Stewart did not
spearhead either of these projects, he guided
both to completion with his typical effort and
enthusiasm.
“He might not do a whole lot on the
retreat itself, but the work that (he puts
into) getting it ready is very significant,”
said Gilmore, who was responsible for the
revamping of the sophomore retreat.
Billmeyer met Stewart last April because
Stewart was trying to convince him to go on
the Kairos retreat. According to Billmeyer,
Stewart insisted that he go on the retreat,
which he did. Billmeyer said his persistence,
though annoying at first, demonstrated his
commitment to the students’ well-being.
“I can’t think of a person who was mad
at him in the end for it,” he said.
Stewart’s most significant contribution,
however, may be the Examen. He and thenPastoral Director Tim Chik introduced the
two-minute reflection period in 2005 (see
Volume 70, Issue 1).
Stewart said of the importance of that
now-established institution, “The Examen is
instilling some Ignatian prayer into the day,
which I think is really important.”
Another prominent hallmark of Stewart’s presence at SLUH is his openness to
students. He leaves his office open nearly all
the time, and a few students almost always
lounge there during activity period, free
periods, lunch, or after school.
Stewart said that he strives to perform
a “ministry of presence, where you’re just

News
there” to talk to anyone who wants to talk,
whether the conversation covers light topics,
such as the Cardinals or YouTube videos, or
more serious topics, such as prayer, loss, and
suffering.
“The school has invested a lot in having
people that can be there, just to be there,”
Stewart said.
Gilmore said, “He has such a warm and
inviting spirit about him that people seem to
gravitate to him.”
Senior Louie Hotop, who will study with
Stewart next year as a Jesuit novice, said that
Stewart’s genuine enjoyment of students’
company makes him very approachable.
“He’s open to getting to know students
on a more personal level,” Hotop said.
Stewart brings this same style of openness to the classroom as well. At the beginning of the year, he introduces his course
to each of his classes with a metaphorical
demonstration: he pours water into a cup
to represent himself imparting theological
knowledge to the students. Shortly afterward,
he shatters this image by batting the cup of
water into the faces of the front-row students
to make the point that his class focuses more
on an open exchange of ideas rather than
students memorizing material.
Stewart teaches with this characteristic
charisma and somewhat sarcastic wit on a
daily basis. As promised in his demonstration, he encourages students to think and
welcomes differences of opinion among students and between students and himself.
Sophomore Aaron Heisohn said he appreciates the way that Stewart includes the
whole person in class discussions and does
not make distinctions between academic and
realistic situations. “The same fun Stewart
that we know outside of class is very much
the same person inside of class,” he said.
“Stewart presents the material in a dynamic manner that really jumps out at you,”
sophomore Joe Earsom said. “He presents
his views but allows debate, a quality that I
really admire in teachers.”
To commemorate the experiences of
Stewart’s only remaining section of sophomore theology, Heisohn organized a photo
of the class with Stewart by the statue of
St. Ignatius outside on Wednesday. Heisohn
asked his dad to come take the picture and
surprised Stewart with a note on the door of
M115 before first period saying that he had
kidnapped the class and taken them to the
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upper field.
“The idea of doing something for Mr.
Stewart came from the fact that he’s helped
me a lot this year,” Heisohn said. “I wanted
to find ways to say thank you.”
Several others echoed Heisohn’s feelings of gratitude toward Stewart. Billmeyer
said Stewart has helped him become more
aware of important aspects of his life.
“I learned to appreciate things—namely, SLUH,” he said. “He made me realize
how blessed (I am) to be at SLUH.”
Gilmore credited Stewart with helping
him adjust to both ASC and Campus Ministry in the past two years. “I really owe him
a lot, more than he’ll ever know, probably,”
Gilmore said
Hotop said he appreciates Stewart’s
support and empathy as they both embark
on their journeys toward the priesthood.
“As far as vocation stuff, the things that I’m
about to do with him, (he showed me) they
are things that are okay to think about,” he
said. “It’ll be nice to have somebody there
(at the novitiate) that I know.”

ROCKERS
(from 2)

are all outstanding people, people who make
a difference. She said that SLUH will be a
huge missing portion of her life, and that she
hopes to keep in touch.
Junior James Fister said, “(Rockers’
retirement) is going to be a blow to Campus
Ministry. She’s a staple SLUH.”
Rockers believes that the slack left by
her departure will be picked up by the new
Campus Ministry team. She said, “Ten days
after school starts people will be saying ‘What
was her name?’” Judging by the comments
of her colleagues and students, this statement
will undoubtedly prove false.
Rockers said, “The world doesn’t stop
for anyone, you just have to hope a few hearts
can join together.” She believes that she has
accomplished that here.
Announcement
A ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held
on Friday on the Hampton Avenue bridge
over I-64 at 9 a.m. The bridge, which has
been closed for eight months of construction, will open to traffic sometime later that
afternoon. Although only one lane will be
open in each direction, every lane will be
open by July 4.
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(from 3)
elsewhere,” Kuensting said, though he added
that his curriculum is also made up of material that he had heard from others.
Ultimately, Kuensting said, “It’s always
up to you guys to remember what’s been
discussed.”
SLUH’s curriculum provides ample
opportunity to inform oneself about climate
change—that is, if one is paying attention and
open to new ideas. Therefore, when I began
talking to students about their thoughts on
climate change, I prepared myself for the
worst: a majority of students who did not
pay attention during biology class and did
not care. Yet what I found was much more
complex.
Many students, perhaps the largest
group, said that climate change is a major
issue, that humans are contributing to the
problem, and that something should be done
about it. Some said that although climate
change is a serious issue, little can now be
done to stop it, and so we might as well give
up. Some—far too many—said flatly that
climate change is a conspiracy and they do
not care about it. Others did not deny that
the earth’s climate is warming, but claimed
that it is mainly a natural cycle.

“I believe that it’s a natural phase the
earth is going through,” claimed sophomore
Max Margherio. “(But) I’m not going to say
that it’s good we’re polluting the environment. There’s other reasons we should be
concerned about protecting the environment.”
Sophomore Joe DeMaro said that the
human race flatters itself to think that we
make such an impact on such a massive
world. “To me, it seems that the earth has
been here so long and has undergone so much
environmental change … it has mechanisms
to cope with such changes in the atmosphere,”
he explained. “Though I think that (the
burning of fuels is) a problem—a health
problem, mainly—I don’t think it impacts
the climate.”
I was shocked at first. Those that I
disagree with in this matter had relatively
informed, eloquent arguments, and cared
about the well-being of the earth. Yet ultimately, I believe that is exactly what we
need—students who, although they may
not agree with their friends or even their
teachers, care about the issue and take it
upon themselves to become educated about
the matter and form an intelligent opinion.
Now that I have thought sufficiently

about students’ responses, I do not think it
is unusual at all that students are outright
disagreeing with their teachers. As the science teachers I spoke to pointed out, questioning the data and conclusions of others is
natural and necessary to learning. However,
it is no longer amusing to argue against the
idea that the climate is changing—we must
begin agreeing on the basic findings on climate change that we were taught in biology
class. As Kuensting said, climate change is
no longer a question of “if,” but of “how,”
and those that deny that the world’s climate
is changing significantly misunderstand
the argument currently taking place in the
scientific community. Nonetheless, this
shutting-down approach was, although in
the minority, far too prevalent for me to be
comfortable with.
But when two groups who have opposing
beliefs but share a common passion for the
issue begin to communicate intelligently—
a task well within the capabilities of a Jr.
Billiken—a mutual exchange of knowledge
takes place level that is fatal to the ignorance
of the few and advances the logic and opinions of all.
And it could be worthwhile to pay attention to your biology teachers.

(from 2)
before coming to SLUH. Michalski plans to
fall back on his experience gained at SLUH
as well.
“I want to bring a lot of the same ideals
that are in place (at SLUH) over to Central
Catholic,” said Michalski. “It’s the idea of
a holistic education that focuses on a really
top-notch academic program, but also the
social and the spiritual formation of the
students.”
Explaining the reasons for his departure,
Michalski said, “This is a time in my career
where I am starting to look for principal jobs.

When I saw the Central Catholic job become
available, I thought this might be something
that would fit.” Michalski cited his time as
an assistant principal as one that provided
a transition into the job as principal he has
been working towards.
Becvar explained that Michalski’s
personality will bring numerous benefits to
Central Catholic St. Nicholas. “He will be
able to work very closely with the staff there.
They will like his warmth and his style,” said
Becvar. “For the students, he’ll bring some
great leadership.”
Although Michalski is enthusiastic about

the future as a principal at Central Catholic,
he explained that he will miss his time at
SLUH.
“I have a tremendously high regard for
this place as an institution and as a school.
I have a tremendously high regard for every
one of the students I’ve worked with here in
my eleven years. It’s startling how good the
people in this building are,” said Michalski.
“I wake up every morning pumped about
going to work.”
Michalski hopes to bring this same enthusiasm to his new position when he starts
in July.

(from 4)
throughout the production of Amadeus,
Fowler said.
After ten years, Zilske “took a couple
years off” from the costume department
because of health problems.
However, now that she will no longer
work in the library, “I think I’ll probably go
back and start doing more of the costuming,”

Zilske said.
Zilske also plans to do volunteer work
in area grade schools. Other than that, she
hopes to enjoy herself after this school year
ends.
“I’m hoping sometime before long I’ll
have a grandchild that I get to spoil,” she
said. Zilske’s daughter Nikki recently married history teacher Joe Porter. However, she

will miss her SLUH family.
“I went from having one daughter to
a thousand sons,” Zilske said. “I ended up
making friends with so many of the boys, and
I think that helps a lot the way I feel about
the school. I think boys are much easier (to
get along with) than girls. They don’t hold
grudges … you yell at them, and the next
day they’re back to normal.”

MICHALSKI

ZILSKE
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(from 1)
gion, theology. When this position became
available and was called Assistant Principal
for Mission, which means that among other
things I’m supposed to be keeping my eye
on the big picture, I took an interest,” said
Linhares.
Fellow theology teacher Ralph Houlihan, S.J., explained that Linhares easily

qualifies for the administrative position.
“(Linhares) has the experience, the
savvy, the knowledge of the Jesuit system,
he’s a leader and he’s a very good theologian
and great Catholic,” said Houlihan.
Linhares emphasized the significance
of the Jesuit aspect of SLUH, explaining it
would be a key part of his work.
“We’re a Jesuit school, and if you take
that out, we don’t exist. In all kinds of ways,

the Jesuit and Ignatian vision for education
really make us what we are. A lot of the way
we want to improve and a lot of way we want
to do our work needs to keep coming back
to that core identity,” said Linhares.
Linhares will begin his new position
over the summer. According to Moran, the
school will begin the processes of selecting
a new theology department chair and hiring
a theology teacher in the coming weeks.

(from 4)
conversations in the front.”
“Even though I didn’t have her for class,
she’s influenced a part of my life,” said junior
Mark Kissel of his experiences during many
activity periods in the Shrine.
“You can’t teach that in teacher’s
school,” Tychonievich continued. “That
must be remembered, and she must be remembered.”
McConaghy’s teaching has gained
praise, as well. She was invited to write an
article outlining her unique teaching style
for the Jesuit magazine Company in 2005.
“Her plethora of didactic abilities is

not wasted on her perspicacious students,”
said junior Aaron Dripps, who was eager to
reveal his vast classsical vocabulary.
McConaghy considers the crux of her
teaching technique to be fostering personal
student interest. “If I can get the student to
feel (passionate) about the language, and let
them take it from there, it feeds on itself,”
she explained.
Her long list of successful former students includes geometry teacher Dan Becvar
’02, ASC volunteer and history teacher James
Erler ’04, theology teacher Rob Garavaglia
’87, school nurse Scott Gilbert ’88, and
Assistant Principal for Academics Mark
Michalski ’84.

“I remember loving going to Latin,”
recalled Michalski. “(McConaghy was) one
of the best teachers I’ve had, ever.”
Michalski has had the rare perspective
of knowing McConaghy as both a teacher
and a collegue.
“She’s exactly what you’d expect from
your experience of her as a teacher,” he said.
“She was helpful to me when I first got here
(as a member of the faculty) as an experienced
teacher.”
“I have never considered coming here
‘work,’” said McConaghy of her illustrious,
yet still in progress, tenure at SLUH. “Overall
it’s been a very rewarding career.”

(from 4)
establishment of the AAD was SLUH’s
relation to its club sports, such as lacrosse
and hockey.
“Right now we have a big division in
the school—well, smaller as time goes on—
but there’s a division between our (Missouri
State High School Activities Association)
MSHSAA sports and our club sports,” said
Moran. “When you put on a shirt that says
SLUH on it and you go out and compete,
you’re a SLUH athlete. … I would like us
to be able to support all of our athletes in
the same way. And I think we do a good job
with our club sports, but we definitely need
someone to pay a lot of attention to our whole
club sports program. Creating this position
kind of brings it all into the athletic office.
Right now, Mr. Wehner works predominantly
with our MSHSAA sports.”
With the AAD, club sports, MSHSAA
sports, and intramurals will all be under the
same office.
Long-term, the school wishes to fund all
SLUH sports in the same way, according to

Moran. SLUH has been taking steps towards
that end including paying coaches through
school salaries and bringing club sports to
practice on SLUH fields.
“I would really like when you come to
SLUH, other than real basic athletic equipment, … personal items … if we could outfit
every player in every sport in the same way
that we outfit our MSHSAA sports, I would
love that,” said Moran.
Primarily, the AAD will help Wehner
fulfill all the duties of the Athletic Office,
which according to Moran, is understaffed.
“It amazes me that in a school of over a thousand boys, some seven or eight hundred of
which are involved in some athletic activity
during the course of the school year, that we
have one person in charge of athletics, and
even he’s not full time. He teaches Theology
still,” said Moran.
Moran hopes that in the future the Athletic office will grow into “a whole team of
people.” “I really want to build an Athletic
office that is at least two if not more people,
and (the addition of the AAD) takes us one

small step in that direction.”
Although the AAD will have the opportunity to “learn the ropes without having
all the responsibilities Coach Wehner has,”
Moran made it clear that the position of
AAD is not necessarily a feeder position to
the Athletic Director.
With the message Moran and Wehner
sent to faculty last Friday alerting them to the
new opening, Moran underscored that this
position is being “offered to those closest
to the school.” Moran expects that the AAD
will be filled by a current member of the
faculty and staff. No addition of personnel
is planned.
The AAD, once chosen, will still be
expected to teach three classes, a reduction
of the normal expectation of four, and will
receive an extra stipend on his or her salary.
Moran and Wehner will be meeting with
candidates over the next week or so and hope
to reach a decision by Graduation on May
27.
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MORAN

(from 1)
that that I think went really well. I’m thinking of events in the past couple weeks with
the seniors finishing up their school year,
and there is obviously still some exciting
events to go for them. I would say it has
gone better than I expected. And if I had to
think about it, I guess it is because I think
my expectations were very much just about
learning and listening.
PN: You said earlier in the school year that
your mantra was “Educate the principal.”
What have you learned?
Moran: SLUH when you first come here,
and I’m now thinking back to my first visits
last year, is impressive right from the start.
You see the great grades that students get
and all the schools that people go off to.
You see the facilities and the impressive
alumni. From the outside, it really appears
as though there is something great going on
in here. What takes you a lot longer to figure
out is the why. What is it that makes it that
way? And there is a faith and a real core to
the way in which the faculty relate to one
another, and I think that emanates out to the
students. That I would say I would not have
been able to articulate if it wasn’t for the
“educate the principal” stuff that went on.
Again, I am thinking specifically of things
like the liturgies, and I’m going all the way
back to the opening-of-school liturgy. Just
the enthusiasm that pours out at events like
that and the respect that’s paid to our Jesuits
and our Campus Ministry team and the work
they do. I am struck by how close and caring the faculty are for one another and how
passionately they work. I have tried to communicate with them, and I can’t do it enough,
on how impressed I am with how hard they
work. There is an awful amount of hard work
on the part of our faculty behind the scenes
to make (things) happen. Their dedication I
think flows over to the students.
There is also a really strong culture of
putting a lot of work in the students’ hands,
giving students a lot of responsibility. And
I think that is a big part of the success that
happens here, that this isn’t a place where
students are expected to sit back passively
and just take in the wisdom of books and the
wisdom of teachers. They are asked to stand
up and get out of their desks at times and act.
And they do. And there is both a culture and
expectation that that is supposed to happen
around here, and there is no greater example

of that than Senior Project. It is built into the
culture of our school that before you get out
of here, you are going to have to pick up your
stuff and go off for a month and do what we
say we do before you finish up.
PN: What noteworthy changes have you,
along with your administrative team,
made—big or small—in the school this
past year?
Moran: I really give Dean Kesterson a lot
of credit for the work that he has done this
year. I think we all know that Mr. Clark was
a tough act to follow. He is obviously a big
personality, and Mr. Kesterson didn’t get
caught up in trying to be the next Mr. Clark. I
think he did a great job of being himself. But
I also think that he has been a pretty tough
dean and instituted some difficult policies that
weren’t always popular. I’m thinking about
the fall in terms of the locks and lockers and
trying to approach some of the issues that we
had in terms of cleanliness in the hallways
and also theft. From that standpoint, I think
he did a really good job with that and I think
that was a tough decision to make.
I know from the faculty perspective
the Instructional Council has done a lot of
good work this year, that is your department
chair group, which has always been an active group. But we have really tried to be
focused in the work that we did, and we hope
in the next couple years we’ll really start to
see some of the fruit of that work from the
Instructional Council.
I think there is a philosophy in terms
of administration that the first year really
should be spent learning and listening. The
second year is when you plan and begin to
make some of those changes and the third
and fourth year beyond that is when you
really hope to see the fruits of the changes
that you are making.
To answer your question finally I guess,
I think some of the biggest changes we
would have to make as a school or as an
administration are yet to come. What we
have done this year is hopefully to learn, to
observe, to see what are the things are great
about SLUH but also what are some of the
things that we can do better. And then finally
some of the changes in the administrative
team bringing on Mr. Evans for the AP of
Diversity though it was difficult to see Mr.
Michalski go, shifting that position to AP for
Mission. We have set up a team I think that
for the next several years will help push and

challenge us to take a great place and make
it even better.
PN: This administration has faced many
controversies and tough issues such as
the Plainsong letters, marijuana use and
dealing, Mr. Barton’s dismissal, and Phil
Guignon’s letter. How well do you think
you and the administration handled these
issues?
Moran: I have no regrets in terms of the way
we had handled them. I would love to say
that I wish we didn’t have to handle them
at all and that would have been the easiest
way, but then that is our world to take on
some of those tough challenges. And that’s
not to suggest that we couldn’t have done a
better job and that we won’t spend time at
the end of the year reviewing what we did
in the most difficult situations. At least in
the ones that you named there, I can’t use
the word “happy” as though I came away
happy from those situations. I’m still not
happy about any of those situations. I don’t
have any remorse about the way in which
we as a school handled them and in some
ways still continue to handle them. I literally
had a meeting today about Plainsong, trying
to plan our approach for our curriculum for
next year. So there is still work to be done
in some of those areas.
PN: So even though each case is given its
own individual attention, does the school
still think it has done what is right and
stands by those decisions?
Moran: Well yeah, if you take those four
cases, and as you all know there is not an
awful lot I’m going to be able to say about
the Mr. Barton case. But even using that as an
example, I really think that Mr. Laughlin and I
worked hard to handle things correctly so that
we protected the individual and protected the
school as much as possible. It is not an easy
situation, not one that we liked being in, but
one I think we were very careful with.
I have made it pretty clear I think in
conversations in and around the issue with
marijuana use and sale on campus that the
last thing we want to be doing is, if I can
use the quotation fingers, catching students
in those kinds of activities. We would much
rather be proactive and have students be
proactive that if they were having difficulty
with choices and making choices that they
weren’t proud of or they were scared about
or were poor for their health or safety that
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SPORTS

(from 8)
The JPKbills captured their fourth
overall national championship and first
since 2004, beating runner-up Sprague High
School (Portland, Ore.) by 450 points after
finishing 3.5 points out of first in 2008. Senior
Spencer Rusch was named an All-American
for both his singles quarterfinal and doubles
semifinal appearances. While SLUH won two
singles divisions and no doubles divisions,
a Jr. Bill made it to the semifinals in all but
the top singles division. The Nationals win at
the MAC came a week after SLUH swept all
seven spots in winning State for the second
straight year and the 11th time in the past 15
years.
Water polo best-in-Show-Me-State for
fourth straight time (Issue 31)
(see article, p. 5 )

GOLF

(from 10)
For the fourth time in five years, the
Hawklets of Rockhurst dominated the field,
besting the second place Red Devils 593- 616.
Schwob, who will try to walk on to the golf
team at the University of Dayton next year,
reflected on the day fondly.
“It was a valuble experience for me, and
I know if I would have rolled a few putts, I
could’ve made a run at a state title.”

No. TEN

(from 10)
(March 6).
Campus Ministry Shakeup
Campus Ministry Director Matt Stewart’s
acceptance into the Society of Jesus (Issue
24, March 13) and the departure of CSP Director Colleen Rockers will mean a two-part
restructuring: the addition of an Assistant
Principal for Mission and the absence of
department director (Issue 30, May 15).

Sports

VOLLEYBALL

(from 5)
when Brynac forfeited a costly point by
allowing the ball to drop twice on two
jump-serve tosses. DeSmet had the first
two shots at game point before the Jr. Bills
blew their only shot to win the game. The
Spartans finally closed out the game 28-26
with a quick kill.
SLUH took two of three games from
Marquette in the quarterfinal Monday night.
The Jr. Bills got an unexpected scare from the
Mustangs but still managed to sneak away
with a 26-24 win in game one.
Despite an impressive match from
Swanston, who tallied 28 assists, Marquette
dominated SLUH in game two. The Jr. Bills’
defensive mistakes and unforced errors culminated in the 25-16 game two disaster.
The Buzzbills equaled Marquette’s game
two recovery with a dominating performance
in the final game. Brynac notched nine kills
and four of the team’s 12 aces, leading SLUH

TRACK

(from 6)
feet to finish third in the pole vault.
Head coach Jim Linhares said that while
this year’s number of State qualifiers does
not compare favorably to last year’s 20, he
thinks this year’s qualifiers will compete
better at State.
The Throwingbills qualified three
athletes in two events. Senior Evan Sullivan (45’11”) and sophomore Alex Cross
(45’7.5”) placed second and third in the
shot put, respectively. Senior Kevin Graves
placed third in the discus, qualifying with a
throw of 140’07”.
The distance squad dominated, taking
first place in all four of their events. Senior
Austin Cookson led the way by winning
the 1600 (4:24.50) and the 3200 (9:43.09).
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to a comfortable ten-point victory.
Saturday the SLUH Volleybills easily
worked their way through districts with only
a minor hiccup in the middle game against
Eureka. Swanston tallied a total of 68 assists on the day, and the comfortable wins
meant playing time for many of SLUH’s
reserves. The Jr. Bills went 8-1 in total district
games.
Despite falling short of their preseason
goal, the St. Louis U. High volleyball team put
together another impressive season. SLUH
went 25-5 and 52-15 in overall games, with
a long winning streak of nine games.
The Jr. Bills are graduating seven seniors
this spring but will bring back many of this
season’s reserves. Junior hitters Scot Metzger
and Ken Siebert and sophomore Zak Robben
will lead next the Jr. Bills next year on what
again looks to be an offensively-oriented
team.

Junior Caleb Ford got second in the 3200
(9:47.85) and third in the 1600 (4:26.26),
missing second in the latter event because
of a last-minute surge by Hazelwood East’s
Charles Johnson.
Junior Nick Seckfort maintained his
solid form by placing first in the 800 (1:56.87)
and helping the 4x800 relay team win in a
time of 8:09.73.
The Jr. Bills won five events, placed
second in two events, and placed third in
three events, good for second overall at the
district meet (Hazelwood East bested SLUH
by 20 points). SLUH has only Sectionals
before State. Sectionals take place tomorrow
at Parkway North from noon to 6 p.m.

FOURTEEN

(from 5)
The methodical win reflected the team’s
relentless persona. Lost amidst the Jr. Bill
seniors’ nine goals was the performance of
senior defender Mike O’Neill. Charged with
marking DeSmet junior Matt Stipanovich,
who led the area in scoring with over 100
goals this season, “Moneill” held his man to
zero goals.

The 2009 State water polo team including managers, coaches, and Leroy.
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MILES

(from 9)
the two track and field stars and raise money
for the two families.
“In all honesty, I wasn’t going to do it
again this year, but then Mike’s story came
about. It was tough, and I thought right away,
‘Man, we should do it again and do it for him
as well,’” said Rosario.
“(Schutzman) was the start of it, and we
wanted to do it again because it is a good
cause. And it really made sense with Mike
to get him some money,” said history teacher
Joe Porter, one of the event’s organizers.
Currently, Rathmann is at St. Anthony’s
Hospital, recovering from a surgery on
Wednesday that involved placing a wound
vac to remove bad tissue from a pressure
sore on his coccyx. The surgery was needed
because the pressure sore did not improve
after Rathmann’s septic shock from a perforated ulcer behind his pancreas on March
19. An emergency surgery was needed to
stop the septic shock and take out a part of
his stomach and small intestine, according
to Toots Rathmann, his mother. Because of
these setbacks, Rathmann has been unable
to keep up with his various physical therapy
routines and can now only lift five-pound
weights.
“He was doing great and we were hoping that maybe by September he would go
to college, but we may have to move that
back until January right now,” said Toots.
According to Toots, Rathmann is re-

covering well though he is “still paralyzed
from the diaphragm down and had lost a lot
of muscle tone” and has been in the hospital
for the past nine weeks. He will be unable to
attend the event, but his family and friends
will be there.
“I am just hoping that everyone shows
up and has a great time. It is supposed to be
an awesome event,” said Toots.
Schutzman is doing well also, and she
can currently walk on her own. She still has
not regained feeling in her left foot, and her
mental rehab is proving to be very challenging. Schutzman tried to resume classes
at SLU but decided that she needed more
time. According to Rosario, she is currently
working on mental exercises at her home
in Indianapolis along with doing physical
therapy. She will be in attendance at the
Festival of Miles.
According to Rosario, the goal for this
year’s Festival of Miles is to raise $16,000
for the two families. Three new events have
also been added to the original six one-mile
events: Boys 100 meter, Girls 100, and the
Celebrity 100.
As one of two of the main attractions
according to Rosario, the Celebrity 100 will
feature seven various St. Louis celebrities
such as Martin Kilcoyne of FOX 2 and
KFNS, Brian McKenna of AM 1380, and
Andy Banker of FOX 2. SLUH track coach
Jim Linhares is also signed up to be in the
event.

“I think that is going to be a really fun
event. The guys are really funny and charismatic, and I think the crowd will like them,”
said Rosario.
The other attraction is one of the eleven
running in the Elite Men’s Mile: Leo Manzano, a U.S. Olympian from the 2008 Beijing
Olympics. Manzano represented the U.S. in
the 1500 and has a personal record of 3:35 in
the event, the fastest one on the field in the
Festival of Miles. This year’s Elite Men’s
Mile run will again attempt to break four
minutes on an outside track, which would be
the first time such a feat has been performed
in St. Louis since 1963. First place receives
$1000, second $600, and third $400. If the
first place winner can go sub-four, another
$1000 is added.
The event starts at 7 p.m. and lasts until
9 p.m. this Saturday evening, and admission to the event is $5 at the gate. There is
also a $15 pasta dinner with a Q&A session
following the track events at 9:15 p.m. The
dinner needs to be paid for in advance and
is limited to 200 people. All the proceeds
from the event go directly to the families.
“Mike is a fantastic champion, and
he is a great human being,” said Linhares,
another organizer. “To do this in his honor
and support him, is what this (event) is really all about. We are celebrating this guy
and we are supporting this guy. We would
really appreciate it if Jr. Bills, faculty, and
staff come out and help us with that.”

(from 9)
Jim Santel, ’08. Missey admitted that having
a junior take on such a role is uncommon but
has little doubt as to the outcome.
“Nick Fandos has incredible maturity
and poise for a sophomore,” Missey explained. “He’s driven to get it right. Nick is
the kind of guy who’s just interested in all
kinds of things going on in the world out
there—it’s the perfect mindset for somebody
to do features.”
While the editors may be set to lead,
crucial to the production of the weekly
newspaper is its staff. Current juniors Luke
Chellis and Eric Lewis and current sophomores Conor Gearin, Michael Lumetta, and
Patrick O’Leary compose the core staff.
Current sophomore Eric Mueth will round
out the more than qualified group of staff
members.

“The two juniors on the core staff—Luke
and Eric—are immensely talented,” said
Missey. “They’re in the tradition of amazing students and writers and contributors—
brilliant people who are absolutely essential
to the core of the Prep News.”
As for the sophomores, Missey summed
up their abundant skills in two sentences:
“Those guys have talent coming out of their
ears. I mean that’s just a great group.
“So in terms of both quality and depth,
it’s a fantastic foundation for the editors next
year to do great things, to make the paper their
own,” said Missey of the staff overall.
Another change to next year’s volume
will be the absence of current Prep News
advisor Frank Kovarik, who will be stepping
down from his position after seven years.
“He’s a great friend, he’s great help on
the Prep News, and he’s an excellent writer

himself,” said Missey. “He’s actually a practicing writer, and I think that’s invaluable to
have ... to work with younger writers, to help
me think about things to put in the newspaper,
and to just be around the Prep News.”
“It’s been terrific to have him around.
I’ll miss him for the students, to not get to
experience his quirky sense of humor and his
wisdom about writing,” Missey added. “Mr.
Kovarik helps keep me sane on Thursday
nights.”
Despite this change, the future of PN
74 looks anything but bleak. “The neatest
part about the transition from one year to the
next is watching each new group make the
paper their own, define it, carry on whatever
tradition is there but really, truly make it their
own,” said Missey.
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(from 15)
we were a resource to those students, where
they could come, and we could help them.
I am thinking specifically about our CARE
team and our guidance counselors, and I
think we need to do a better job of getting
that message out there. But in a case where
unfortunately we, quote-unquote, catch
students doing these things, then we have to
take disciplinary action. I guess I could say
I wish that we’re doing enough, and I think
we can do more to promote a culture where
students feel it’s okay to come forward and
they want help with making better choices.
If they don’t want help with making better
choices and they are making bad choices on
our campus or in a way that represents us,
we are going to take the action that we took
this year. That would be pretty consistent.
PN: This relatively new administration
is going to see the addition of two new
positions as well as the departure of Mr.
Michalski. What does the administration’s
future look like?
Moran: We have joked a little bit that Mr.
Becvar has gone from the rookie on the staff
to the veteran member on the staff in a short
period of two years. Though obviously, sure
there (are) a number of new faces in these
offices, but I’m the rookie still. I’m the one
who has been at the school for one year, and
(the rest of the administrative almost over
70 years of combined experience at SLUH.
And that is a lot and pretty significant. I don’t
think anyone would consider Mr. Linhares
a rookie or Mr. Becvar or Mr. Kesterson or
Mr. Evans.
Specifially in Mr. Evans’s case, he is really doing the same job that he is doing right
now. We have taken that job and made it a
part of the administrative team but he is not
new to that position. It is just a restructuring
of the way the school looks at that position,
not the way he looks at the position. So I am
very excited. I think we got a team of great
people with a mix. We got a team that has
worked together for a whole year now and
energized by some new folks coming on to
it.
It will be very hard to replace Mr. Michalski, just as it was hard to replace Mr.
Clark. But we will, and we’ll carry on. New
and exciting things will happen because of
it.
PN: Since you have been here a year,
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what aspects of SLUH do you want to
preserve?
Moran: The spiritual core of the school is
the most important thing we can preserve.
When I met with the alums over Christmas,
I met with twenty young alums, all guys still
in college who have graduated in the past
one to three years, and all of them wanted to
talk about their relationship with God. The
majority of my time spent in those interviews
was talking about what had happened to their
faith life since SLUH. And the answers were
different for almost every student. Some had
really struggled, some have felt like they
have lost their faith since SLUH, some felt
that they struggled to find ways to continue
on but had managed to do so, some moved
seamlessly into Jesuit colleges or Catholic
colleges and going with the same way. But
what really really struck me was when they
talked about SLUH and when they thought
about SLUH, what they wanted to start with
was their relationship to God. There clearly
was a connection there that I believe is the
best thing we do around here. We help students think about, pray about, philosophize,
and develop a relationship with God. That
is at the core.
There are a lot of other details along the
way. It’s a strong academic program, it’s a
strong co-curricular program, it’s a strong
athletic program, it’s strong theater program.
There are hallmarks of this place that need
to be protected and need to be maintained.
And then there is a big semicolon here. Part
of what I think our Jesuit philosophy at the
same time is when you hear that term “magis”
is that we are always striving to improve. We
never simply pat ourselves on our back and
say, “We have the best darn program and
best darn high school we could have.”
So as opposed to thinking of it as what are
the areas that we need to keep the same and
what are the areas that we need to improve
upon, I think it is important that we have an
attitude of improvement wherever it could be
and even those things that we think of as our
best. We have a great athletic program around
here. We could just sit on our laurels and say
look at all those championships and look at
all those banners. But we don’t. What do we
do? We push our alumni and our benefactors
to help us build the Danis Fieldhouse so that
we can take a great program and make it even
better.

We have a great academic program
around here. We do extremely well in state
and national competitions, on test scores,
and on college placement. But we got here
because we had an attitude of constantly challenging and pushing ourselves. So instead of
saying we have the best English program or
the best math program, nope, we have good
programs in all of those because they are
always striving to improve themselves.
PN: You mentioned that you want to
preserve the school’s spirituality. But
Campus Ministry is definitely going to
see a lot of changes with the departures
of Mrs. Rockers and Mr. Stewart. How do
you think that will affect the spirituality
of the students at SLUH?
Moran: I really hope and believe that the
spirituality of the students at SLUH is fostered by the Campus Ministry team but also
by everybody else in the building. I know
the Campus Ministry team is going to go
through some growing pains next year, as
Mr. Stewart and Mrs. Rockers will be very
hard to replace. I am very excited to have
Fr. (Lan) Tran join us. It is always great to
have another Jesuit priest on campus, and
we will have twice as many Jesuits on the
Campus Ministry team as we head towards
next year.
And the people we have brought on have
experience with the team. Mr. Gilmore is
going to a full-time position, and Ms. Bieber
has been working, so it may not be quite as
much as a transition as it initially appears.
But there are some big shoes to fill, and
there will probably be some time needed to
be spent on evaluating what is important for
the team and what they want to emphasize
and focus (on) as opposed to the last team.
But I would sincerely go back to my first
answer that when it comes to the spiritual
life of the school, Campus Ministry is only
one of the players in terms of fostering the
spiritual life of the school. I think it happens
all over the place in lots of little ways. I know
very confidently that will stay intact through
any changes that would happen in Campus
Ministry.
PN: What other changes do you want to
see in the future?
Moran: I want the Instructional Council and
the department chairs to continue to work and
examine our academic program. It has been a
really exciting couple of decades—boy, does
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that sound like a principal thing to say ... let
me finish this statement first—in the world
of education. I may be one of the few folks
to verbalize it that way, but I really think it
has. We have learned an awful lot about the
way the brain works and people learn, and
classrooms look a lot different than they did
twenty or thirty years ago. They look a lot
different in terms of where the desks are,
what the role of the teacher is, and what the
role of technology is. I think we at SLUH
are on that curve as well. We are certainly
not behind, and I suspect that if we did a
national survey, we would be ahead. But the
data and the information and the world of
education is changing very rapidly, and it is
an exciting time to be an educator. There is
lot to be learned and there is a lot of discussion out there.
There is a lot of discussion in the public
school world as well. I am a big believer that
though what we do here is very special, we
should not close our eyes to what happens
in the public school world because there are
some exciting things that happen there too.
And we can learn from the way in which
they practice just as much as those schools
can learn from us.
So that is a big answer, but I think there
is a real opportunity for the Instructional
Council to educate itself and learn all the
exciting things that are going on out there.
Then bring some of those things back to the
school and then make a decision about them:
is it the right thing for SLUH or is it just a
neat practice? That would be a big focus. That
is the direction I think and the place where
most of the exciting change can happen over
the next few years ... If you give me a huge
pile of cash, I can come up with some other
things.
I am always excited to see students take
the initiative to start a new club or start a
new initiative. I know the Car Free Day is
an initiative that was started before. I think
“Where can we take that next? What is the
next step in terms of Car Free? Do we go
for a Carpool Day? Let’s see how we can
get a few cars on campus that way, where
people are joining up and networking with
each other. There is some natural carpooling
that already takes place, but maybe we can
be doing more along that avenue. Relying
on public transportation or biking or walking on those days, for one day, is a sacrifice.

How do we become a more efficient and
environmentally-friendly school without it
being a major sacrifice for the school? How
do we take that to the next step?
If we have Issues Day, where can we
take that as opposed to a once every four
years? Were there some issues that day that
really we should have gone further with,
that one or two particular issues that could
be a day amongst themselves? So those are
some areas that I think it would be great to
work on especially if we could get some of
the student body to take those on and say,
“This is a real issue of concern for us, and
it was good to talk about it on that one day,
but that was for only a couple hours. How do
we make this a bigger issue? Can we make
this a week or a part of a curriculum where
a number of different classes are discussing
this issue at the same time?” That kind of
thing.
PN: Looking back over your first year
as principal, what was your greatest
success?
Moran: (long pause) I am giving it a thought
... I really enjoyed last Friday with the seniors,
and I know it was a little nutty at times during
the day. But when fifth and sixth period came
and those guys got out of their classes and as
they were heading down, I was at the door in
front of the library and shook a lot of hands
and said a lot of thank you’s and heard a lot
of thank you’s. I think it was a real genuine
excitement about going down to the cookout
and we had a great time down at the cookout
for the seniors that afternoon. It has been a
real pleasure to watch that class.
The reason why I pick that moment at
least right now is because so many of the
moments that I have been thinking of were
watching members of that class do some
wonderful things. There have been some
great Prep News articles written by that
group walking through the door. There have
been some great performances on the stage
this year that have been a pleasure to watch.
There have been some great football games
that I got to watch this year and take just
about every athletics out there. The night at
the Scottrade Center will be a great memory
for a long time for me.
When those guys finished their last class
of the year, in many ways I guess, it was a
chance for me and for them to say thank you
to one another for all of those things.
PN: What do you think you and the admin-

istration need to work on in the future?
Moran: Communication is one of those
drums that we will beat every year and
paying attention to details is another. This
is something that the faculty has heard me
say from the start, and there are issues that I
hope we pay enough attention to. With over
1000 people walking around on this campus,
it is really important that we pay attention to
the details. By that I mean getting grades out
on a timely fashion, making sure the bells
ring on time, the schedule system is set-up
clearly, the e-mail system is working, and
the little things that we all take for granted
during the school day are really important.
So I will always be beating that drum.
Communication on a big campus with
1000 people walking around is really important. How do we do it and do we do it well?
There are announcements over the intercom,
there are the scrolling announcements on the
TVs, there is the website, there is e-mail...
How do messages get out? I sent a survey out
to parents a couple weeks ago in regards to
how we communicate here at SLUH. What
we were trying to find out there was what
are the best ways to communicate and what
are some of the ways that we used to communicate that aren’t working anymore. We
used to send almost all information out by
mail, or if there was a problem, you would
call the home phone. Now through that survey, some of our parents are saying that they
only check their home phone occasionally
and almost never pick it up. They pick up
their cell phone and the home phone is for
leaving messages. Or they get the mail and
it goes into a basket that they check every
once in a while. Those are changes in terms
of communication, and I think it is important
that we stay up with those.
PN: Just as a member of the SLUH community, what was your favorite memory
or instance of the year?
Moran: I have given you a bunch of them,
but I’ll go back to the opening mass. After
the opening mass, I called some friends from
my former school, and I won’t even say the
name since I have been accused of using it
too much. But I did call some friends and
said, “You would not believe it.” Just the
enthusiasm, the singing, the participation, I
was really proud. I was proud to be here. I
was proud to be a member of the community.
That will stick with me for a while.
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Calendar

by Conor Gearin & Patrick O’Leary

Friday, May 22

Schedule R
B-Ball Districts @ SLUH
Last Issue, Volume LXXIII of the
Prep News
AP Snack—Pizza Sticks
Healthy—Roasted Turkey
Special—Burritos

Saturday, May 23

B-BALL Districts @ SLUH
TRACK @ Sectionals
TENN @ Sectionals

Monday, May 25

No Classes—Memorial Day

Tuesday, May 26

Monday, June 8

Summer classes, excluding weekends:
Fr Summer Health, Section 1 (thru 6/26)
Summer Computers Session 1 (thru 7/2)
Fr Summer School—thru 7/2:
Grammar/Reading8:00-9:10
Grammar/Math9:30-10:40
Reading 10:50-12:00

Saturday, June 13
ACT Exam

May 22, 2009
*Lunch menu subject to change.May

Friday, August 21
Faculty In-Service

Monday, August 24

Faculty Retreat Day
Mother’s Club Board Mtg. 7pm

Tuesday, August 25

Soph, Jr, Sr Class mtgs.
Summer Reading Exams

Wednesday, August 26

Monday, June 15
Summer Enrichment (thru 7/10)

Summer Reading Exams
Mother’s Club Welcome
Freshman Orientation Day

Saturday, June 20

Thursday, August 27

Father/Son Golf Tournament

Schedule R
Classes Begin

Schedule H (Half Day)
Sr Grades Due
BASE @ State Sectional
Ignatian Mix-It Up Lunch
Faculty Luncheon Meeting 12:30pm

Monday, July 6

Summer classes, excluding weekends:
Fr Summer Health Session 2 (thru 7/24)
Computers Summer School Session 2
(thru 7/31)

Friday, August 28

Wednesday, May 27

Friday, July 10

Back to School Mixer

Underclassman Exams (thru 5/29)
Cafeteria open after exams
Graduation Mass & Dinner

Thursday, May 28

Cafeteria open after exams
BASE @ State
TENN @ State Tourney

Friday, May 29

Last Day of Exams!
Cafeteria open after exams
TRACK @ State (Lincoln U)
TENN @ State Tourney

Saturday, May 30

TRACK @ State (Lincoln U)
TENN @ State Tourney

Sunday, May 31

Senior Lock-In
Graduation @ Powell Hall 1pm

Monday, June 1

Hot Transitions (thru 6/5)

Friday, June 5

BASE @ State Semifinal

Saturday, June 6

BASE @ State Semifinal

Fr Hagan Memorial Golf Tournament/Rec
Nite 1pm @ Forest Park Golf Course/
Fr. Hagan Rec Rm.

Monday, July 13

Grade school B-Ball Camp thru 7/31
(excluding weekends)

Monday, July 20

Incoming Fr. Basketball Camp 3pm
(thru 7/22)

Monday, July 27

Schedule R
FB @ Pkwy S

Saturday, August 29
Monday, August 31

Schedule R
Emergency Drill AP
Mother’s Club General Mtg. 7pm

Tuesday, September 1
Schedule R
Emergency Drill AP
SOC vs. O’Fallon 6pm

Wednesday, September 2

ACES Retreat (thru 7/29)

Schedule R
Activities Fair AP

Thursday, July 30

Thursday, September 3

STUCO Trout Lodge (thru 7/31)

22 - Sept. 4

Saturday, August 15

Sr Advisor Training (thru 8/16)

Schedule R
Emergency Drill AP
Back to School Night for Parents
SOC @ Webster

Monday, August 17

Friday, September 4

New Teacher Orientation thru 8/19
Direction Days thru 8/20

Wednesday, August 19

Back to School Faculty Party

Thursday, August 20

Transfer Orientation
Instructional Council Mtg. 9am

Schedule M
First Issue, Volume LXXIV of the
Prep News
Sports Pep Rally
Freshman Fun Day
SOC @ Gibault
FB vs. Parkway Central

