Issues Day today will let students hear, voice opinions
Matt Bettonville
Core Staff

S

t. Louis U. High will take a break from
classes today for Issues Day, which
will feature guest speakers and debates to
educate students on broader issues in society.
“It’s central to the idea of Jesuit education,” said social studies teacher Anne Marie
Lodholz. “(We’re) taking a day to pause
and reflect on what are the current … social
problems we have in our society, and what
are the political solutions.”
“We want to have an experiential type
of learning as opposed to learning out of a
textbook,” said social studies teacher Paul
Michaelson, Ph.D. “I think it’s going to be a
great experience and the students are really
going to enjoy it.”
Presentations will be given on issues

ranging from immigration to civil liberties to
tax policy. The first Issues Day took place in
2000 and has been held every four years on
election year because “people (are) already
interested in what’s going on and (Issues Day)
gives them an opportunity to investigate some
of the issues that are in campaigns at a time
when it really is right,” said Michaelson.
The day begins in the gym, where the
entire student body will watch a keynote
presentation from St. Louis University economics professor Doug Marcouiller, S.J.,
and three Jesuit scholastics regarding the
purpose of Issues Day.
Following the hour-long address, students will split into small groups for three
45-minute small group sessions on topics
of their choosing that they have signed up
for online over the past two weeks. Topics

see ISSUES, 11

Soccer Nightbeat

Photo by Zac Boesch

Last night the St. Louis U. High soccer team extended its win streak to 18 on Senior Night with a win
over No. 10 small school Whitfield. A Whitfield striker beat senior keeper Nick Wallner to put the
Halftimeshowbills in an early hole. But junior AJ Johnson equalized before halftime. Sophmore Richie
Hoffman scored the go-ahead goal ten minutes into the second half. Johnson and senior Trent Dardick
added two more before full time. The 4-1 win broke a Senior Night losing streak.
				
—Reporting by Tony Billmeyer

News Feature:

Economic
crisis: impact
on SLUH?

Chris Brennan
News Editor

T

he economic woes beginning in the
housing and mortgage markets have
pervaded the rest of the economy, business headlines, and the public consciousness. The meltdown of major financial institutions and the economic uncertainty it
inspired have the ability to trickle down
to every member of society. What’s in the
economic future of St. Louis U. High?
President David Laughlin said, “We
are all part of this country and economy so
I don’t know that anybody’s insulated from
whatever fallouts happen as a result of a
difficult economy.”
The current economic crisis, which garnered awareness about a month ago during the
political debate over the $700 billion government bailout of financial giants like American
International Group (AIG), began with the
mortgage crisis in the housing market. The
banks and financial institutions that support
them went into debt when a large number
of loans they had given out were defaulted
on. Because of the collapse of the financial
companies and struggling banks, institutions
looking for loans for new building or expansion are having a tough time finding them.
A concern for the SLUH community
that would follow from this bad loan market
and credit crunch would be whether or not
SLUH building projects, such as the Danis
Field House, are going to be able to continue.
However, SLUH has been insulated from the
poor credit and loan market because SLUH

see ECONOMY, 14
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Fundraiser
to benefit Rathmann ASCAdiscusses
Conor Gearin
Staff
theft, students’
N
free period use
ext week, Student Council (STUCO)
will begin their fundraiser for Mike
Rathmann, ’08. A school-wide letter to be
sent out Saturday will notify all students
of the fundraiser.
Rathmann, who was injured over the
summer after graduating in 2008, is currently
quadriplegic, meaning that all of his limbs
are paralyzed. He has spent four months in a
hospital in St. Louis, but as of now he cannot
move his fingers. There is a slim chance that
he may be able to walk again, but STUCO
Treasurer/Secretary senior Mike Miller says
this chance is “by no means good.” Rathmann
will leave on Sunday for Johns Hopkins
University in Baltimore for therapy.
“With his therapy, really any improvements they can make will be good, and Johns
Hopkins is definitely the best place you can
go for this,” said Miller.
According to Rathmann family friend
John Steinway, father of Brendan Steinway,
’08, the wheelchair Rathmann needs for his
condition will cost around $25,000. In addition, the changes his family will need to

make to their house and car, such as making
them wheelchair-accessible, may amount to
$35,000-50,000. Medical insurance does not
cover either of these expenses. Steinway,
who has been organizing other fundraisers
for the Rathmanns, came forward to STUCO
members about a possible St. Louis U. High
fundraiser.
Student Body President John Heafner
expects this to be a major fundraiser. “We’ve
never done a fundraiser like this,” he said,
adding that normally, STUCO collects
$3,000-5,000 per fundraiser. While he does
not know what to expect for this one, he says
that he hopes for $10,000-20,000.
“$10,000 would be $10 from each student, so I think that would be reasonable,”
said Miller, one of the primary organizers
of the fundraiser. “And that’s not counting
faculty and other donors.”
STUCO Moderator Robert Evans says
that STUCO has been debating whether to
set a goal for funds because it might limit
donations. “I don’t know if we’re going to
set a numerical goal. We just want to make
sure we have 100 percent participation from

see FUNDRAISER, 12

Sophomore retreats held this
week, feature several changes
Pat Lynch
Core Staff

S

t. Louis U. High’s annual sophomore retreat contained some significant changes this year. The new format
was produced by English teacher Brian
Gilmore, who wrote a new retreat script
after consultants from the Ignatian Identity Committee thought that SLUH should
change the format.
When thinking of ways to improve the
retreat, Gilmore looked at the sophomore
retreat formats at other Jesuit high schools,
including Regis High School in Denver and
DeSmet High School.
Some of the changes to the retreat include the annual Mass at the end of the day.
Formerly held at the retreat sites, LaSalle and
Wyman Centers, this year’s Mass was held
at the SLUH chapel, where all the retreat
members could participate. According to
Gilmore, having it at SLUH makes it easier

for the limited number of Jesuits to celebrate
Mass. He thought it would be a good way
to promote class unity.
Another big change is the use of seniors
as retreat leaders rather than faculty leaders,
as in previous years. Gilmore based this
change off of the success of the freshman
retreat last year, which had both juniors
and seniors as retreat leaders. This year’s
sophomore retreat had five seniors for each
retreat site, with a total of thirty senior leaders over the three days. Though seniors led
the retreat, faculty advisors provided insight
and supervision.
Gilmore also explained that the retreat
featured more of a structured physical activity, including a reflective walk around the
retreat site, a trust activity, and game called
“Icebreaker.”
The theme of the retreat, “Go Light Your
World,” was built on last year’s freshman re-

see RETREAT, 12

Peter Mackowiak
Sports Editor

T

he Advisory Committee for Student
Affairs (ACSA), a group about 50
students, parents, and teachers, discussed
theft and student use of unscheduled periods on Monday night in the library.
Assistant Principal for Student Affairs and
ACSA moderator Brock Kesterson introduced the discussion on theft by summarizing
the problem and the administrative action of
enforcing a lock mandate to prevent theft
following the STUCO and administrative
forums to prevent theft. Kesterson then
opened talks, seeking opinions on ways to
counter stealing at St. Louis U. High.
At first discussion consisted of mostly
students and faculty informing the parents
of the magnitude of crimes committed-ranging from food stolen from the cafeteria
to computer and video equipment stolen from
faculty offices--and general speculation on
the nature of the theft at SLUH: which students steal, what are thieves’ motivations.
Soon, conversation led to more specific
suggestions. All who voiced opinions agreed
that some action must be taken to curb stealing. Some favored harsher punishment to
discourage perpetrators, like parent John
Fechter: “It seems like theft is accepted, and
that we’re giving in to the fact that it’s going to happen. The lack of respect is kind of
embarrassing, actually--there’s no accountability. If there were serious consequences
to one person, that would stop (theft).”
Kesterson explained that while the
parent-student handbook lists “stealing” first
under “good causes for expulsion,” he favors
evaluating different levels of thefts on a caseby-case basis. He said, “Do you expel across
the board? My personal opinion is no, you
don’t. There’s a difference between picking
up a pen and breaking into an office.”
Student body president John Heafner
offered a different approach. He suggested
that students caught stealing write an “apologetic letter to the Prep News and make public
apology in front of the school. If they’re too

see ASCA, 13
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Letters to the Editors
Manary, ‘07, calls for SLUH honor code
To the Editors,
I am perhaps more ashamed and saddened than outraged about the
new policy of mandatory locker locks. Josh Bradley said last week
that your locker is like your dorm room—it must be inaccessible
to keep it safe.
At my college, and I suspect many others like it around the
country, the exact same attitude prevails, but with a twist. I don’t
lock my locker like I don’t lock my dorm room. I live in a community built on trust. If I leave my computer in my room with the
door open, or even if I leave it in the public lounge for a couple
days, nothing will happen to it. People here are mature enough to
understand that stealing is harmful. It seems that this simple message would be understood in a community of “Men for Others,”
but apparently not. Is it really that the student body is so tempted
by the thought of a pricey calculator that they can’t follow kindergarten morality? Locks are just the first step in a system of forced
morality—a system where good judgement is forced on students
rather than expected of them.
	Other consequences of the “Honor Code” at my college include all exams being take-home, even when they are closed book
and closed notes. I imagine the student body reads that and thinks

immediately of all the cheating that they could get away with, but
of course, this isn’t the case. I have never met a student who has
cheated here, and it really never happens.
If we can’t keep our compulsions to steal or cheat under control at SLUH, how do we possibly expect to act morally in a world
where Mr. Clark isn’t watching our every move? The administration
needs to do whatever it thinks necessary, but couldn’t SLUH have
an honor code like many colleges, and couldn’t THAT be the sole
governing agent of the student body.
	Ours is simply: “No member of the community shall take unfair
advantage of any other member of the community.” No one cheats,
no one steals, no one makes ‘gay’ jokes or insults, and no one is
intentionally hurt by any action of another. It applies to studentstudent, student-faculty, student-staff, and every other relationship
here—and it works because the students here are a very select,
intelligent, mature group—much like that of SLUH. I’ve seen how
well the honor code works here, and I don’t see why SLUH can’t
rise to the occasion and follow a similar code.
As “Men for Others,” can’t we all grow up enough to trust each
other, and more importantly, to be trustworthy?
			
Micah Manary ‘07

Movie Review
Strong cast entertains in gritty Pride and Glory
Andrew Gude
Film Critic

Pride and Glory, R
In theatres Oct. 24
Rating:B+
nyone looking to add a suspenseful,
hair-raising film to their list of movies to see is in for a treat with Pride and
Glory. It stars Edward Norton, Collin Farrell, Jon Voight, and Noah Emmerich as
a family of New York City police officers
who become entangled in a crooked cop
scandal after four of their men are killed
in an ambush. It becomes evident that the
killers were tipped off by one of their own
officers, a conclusion that leads Detective
Ray Tierney (Edward Norton) to discover
that one of his own brothers may have
been involved.
      While the title may be a little too ironic,
perhaps even inappropriate considering the
abundance of corruption and lack of contrastable pride and glory, the actors’ performances
will quickly make you forget about this
blunder. One of the film’s strongest points
is its cast. Pride and Glory is definitely an

A

ensemble film given the fact that many minor characters end up playing pivotal roles
in the story’s outcome. John Ortiz, Frank
Grillo, and Shea Whigam are just a few of
the noteworthy supporting actors that make
the movie a success.
      The plot is constructed in a seemingly
flawless way. The audience is initially given
only enough information to follow the actions of the characters, a strategy that leads
to multiple, shocking plot twists throughout
the film. Often times, information is withheld
that would otherwise be unimportant if it
weren’t for the precise time and context of
its discovery, such as several reevaluations of
character relationships late in the film. Scene
transitions are many times undetectable
because continued dialogue from a previous
scene is crosscut with related footage from a
new one. One example in particular is a scene
in which the latter portion of a witness’s statement about the getaway vehicle is inserted
as a voice over while Officer Jimmy Egan
(Farrell) and his partner discover the car on
an abandoned shore front in Manhattan.
Visually, the film is very dark with a

majority of the action taking place at night.
The story takes place during the winter which
also adds to the isolated, cold feeling of the
film. In several scenes a filter is placed on
the lens to create a darker, gray tint adding a
sense of distortion to the already extremely
bleak, urban landscape of Manhattan and the
Bronx.
      The audience is kept in the middle of
the action throughout the film with a great
deal of handheld camera work and shock
cuts to keep them on edge. Director Gavin
O’Connor also uses his legion of extremely
talented sound engineers to produce flawless
dialogue, music, and effects in every scene,
whether it be the chant of “Defense!” from
a rowdy football crowd or the echo of gun
shots in an enclosed apartment.
      The script is, however, a bit overwritten
for my taste. In some places, the dialogue
is very over dramatic with one cliché about
honor and dignity after another, and it is
difficult to believe that anyone, in real life,
would ever speak the way the characters

see GRITTY, 13
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Six Jr. Bills
Tychonievich sketched for
pancreatic cancer awareness make District
Mark Waterman
Core Staff

L

atin teacher and pancreatic cancer survivor Mark Tychonievich had his portrait sketched by a man crossing the country on his bike in order to raise awareness
for pancreatic cancer.
When Scott Glazier’s mother passed
away this spring after a long battle with
pancreatic cancer, he decided he had to do
something to raise awareness for the disease.
What shocked him about the disease was
the swiftness with which it struck, catching
victims completely unaware and unprepared
for what might turn out to be their life’s
greatest struggle.
“You can’t train for cancer,” he said.
So Glazier decided to try something
that would mimic, for him, the challenge
facing pancreatic cancer patients, as well
as raise awareness about pancreatic cancer.
Glazier, who has no cross-country cycling
experience, conceived Crossing for Cancer, a

cross-country bike ride and portrait-drawing
tour from Los Angeles to Chicago to raise
awareness for the disease.
So it was that on Oct. 16 Glazier
rolled into St. Louis in order to sketch
Tychonievich’s portrait. The Tychonievich
family heard about Glazier through the pancreatic cancer support group to which they
belong. Tychonievich’s wife Mary contacted
Glazier, who said that he would be glad to
sketch Tychonievich when he was in St.
Louis.
“He’s a remarkable guy … to decide that
he would feel the same kind of pain and uncertainty that (his mother) did, that he would
just up and go do that,” said Tychonievich.
“I haven’t met too many people like that in
my life.”
Glazier has stopped in several cities and
sketched a variety of people affiliated with
the disease he is fighting against. For each
person, Glazier completes two drawings, one

see SKETCH, 12

Curriculum Profile :
Quarter Exams

Ben Kim
Core Staff

E

ven though quarter exams are over,
some St. Louis U. High students
might still wonder why they have to take
them. SLUH is one of the few private high
schools that gives exams quarterly in the
St. Louis area. So why do we take quarter
exams?
According to Cor Jesu’s principal, Sr.
Kathleen Mary Coonan, ASCJ, Cor Jesu
doesn’t have quarter exams because their
school is based on semesters, not quarters.
According to Assistant Principal for
Administration and Technological Services
Tom Becvar, SLUH administers quarter
exams because they give students practice
for midterms in college, help with studying
for the semester exam, and, with the extra
half-hour addition back in 2002, a chance
“to show what they know.”
	Becvar sees the quarter exam as an
important point in his BC Calculus class to

assess where they are and make sure that he
is covering the material at the correct pace.
Since some Calculus students switch teachers
after the first semester, it is necessary that the
students all know the same material. Lastly,
Becvar said that quarter exams allow students
and faculty “to stop, just concentrate on the
tests ... and then come back refreshed for the
second quarter.”
As a theology teacher, Deacon Allen
Boedeker agrees with Becvar and sees quarter
exams as “a very good component of what we
do here (at SLUH) for college prep” and as
an important progress report for the students
and teachers.
History teacher David Barton voiced
similar views, having already “geared (his)
courses” around the current schedule, and
likes how the quarter exams allow him to
re-emphasize the main ideas.
	Other teachers, though, disagree with
the scheduling quarter exams. Since his AP
Physics was shortened from meeting six

see EXAMS, 12
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Honors Choir
Curtis Riganti
Reporter

S

even St. Louis U. High upperclassmen
arrived at DeSmet Jesuit High School
to audition for the St. Louis Metro District Eight Honors Choir on Oct. 11. Out
of those seven, juniors Patrick Nacanaynay and Pat Gilfoil and seniors Jack Erbs,
Jamie Perkins, Will Hussung, and Jackson
Ramsey made it into the choir.
According to senior Jamie Perkins, the
auditions were “blind auditions,” meaning
that the judges only knew the number of the
singer. They were unaware of the vocalist’s
name or school, and they faced away from
the person during the audition.
The singers began with a music theory
and sight-reading test. The music theory section consisted of identifying key signatures,
melodic sight reading, and part-specific sight
reading.
In the second half of the audition, singers
performed a piece that they had learned on
their own. Perkins, who made district choir
for the second straight year, sang “Wayfaring Stranger,” which he described as a slow,
melodic piece.
Each section was scored by the judges,
who determined which students made the
choir. Out of the 350 talented students from
across the St. Louis area who auditioned, 125
made it into the choir. According to SLUH
Chorus Director Joe Koestner, six SLUH
students making the choir is a higher number
than most years. Three to four per year is
typical.
The district choir will rehearse in early
November to prepare for its concert on Nov.
15. Pieces they will perform at their concert
include “Exultate Justi,” “Hallelujah From
the Mount of Olives,” and “Shall I Compare
Thee to a Summer Day.”
Perkins said that he really liked the
district choir last year. He described the
members of district choir as “amazing,” and
said that everyone “really wanted to be there
and be singing.”
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Football wins two straight on games’ final plays
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Schrick jolts Chaminade; team escapes Ritenour in OT

Adam Cruz
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High football team
(6-2, 2-2 MCC, 1-0 districts) finished
MCC play and opened districts with consecutive last-play, one-point victories:
senior kicker Joe Schrick’s 42-yard field
goal beat both the buzzer and the Red
Devils Oct. 10 at Chaminade, 33-32, and
the SLUH defense stuffed a two-point
conversion run in overtime to escape from
Ritenour last Friday with their playoff
chances unharmed, 27-26. SLUH faces its
two-year tormentor Mehlville tonight, at
SLUH, at 7 p.m.
After a rainy afternoon, the Ritenour
game began with Schrick planting one firmly
into the end zone on the opening kickoff.
Out came senior linebacker Morgan “Cuatro
Uno” Cole (9 tackles) and the SLUH defense.
The Huskies, led by senior quarterback Mikel
Neil, pieced together a sharp first drive.
But the offense stalled at midfield and the
low scoring first half was underway with a
Ritenour punt.

	Out came the Jr. Bill offense, which had their 4-2 record was no fluke. Two minutes
averaged 44 points per game in its last four into the second quarter, Ritenour responded
contests. Senior running back Ronnie Wingo with a 44-yard Neil touchdown pass. Junior
pushed a promising first drive inside the Collum Magee easily blocked the extra point
20-yard line, but a few costly penalties and attempt, and Ritenour led 6-3.
Penalties
a key drop led to
marred any chanca Schrick 40-yard
es of scoring for
attempt that sailed
the Jr. Bills for the
wide right.
rest of the second
After the teams
quarter. Junior Mitraded punts, the Jr.
chael “Sunshine”
Bills took advanRiddering’s divtage of good field
ing interception in
position and soon
SLUH’s end zone
found themselves
and an ankle injury
deep in Ritneour
to Neil helped keep
territory. The ofthe game 6-3 at
fense floundered
in the red zone The team gives senior kicker Joe Schrick a well-deserved lift half.
The second half
again, but this time just after he hit his fourth field goal—the game-winner.
Schrick’s attempt, a 20-yarder, sailed through did not begin how the Comebackbills had
the uprights. The first quarter of play ended hoped. On the first drive out of the break,
Swanston’s pass was intercepted, and the
with the score 3-0 in favor of SLUH.
	But the Huskies were not going to roll Huskies had good field position to strike
over and play dead; rather, they showed
see DISTRICTS... , 7
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Footybills roll to 17th straight win at CBC
Joey Neill, Tony Billmeyer
Reporters

T

he Martelbills made an emphatic
statement when they traveled to CBC
Wednesday night in hopes of locking up
coach Charlie Martel’s second career
MCC title. CBC kept Maglasang relatively in check throughout the first half with
one and sometimes two players.
The SLUH defense faced immediate
pressure as the Cadets tried desperately to
capitalize on the strong wind blowing at their
backs. The Tourebills handled the pressure
well, as seniors Joe Zang and Chris Gomez
continually shut down the Cadet attack.
Martel commented on the contributions
of the defensive duo: “ (Their contributions)
are beyond words. They are two guys that
were on the JV last year, and Charlie Clark
and I were wondering what they would bring
to the table this year. They have come to be
two of the finest defenders I’ve ever had
here. They play together extremely well.”
The scoreless draw was broken in the

latter stages of the first half as senior John the ball back, and ripped a shot into the net,
Merlo sent a free kick into the wind that died at leaving the entire CBC team shell-shocked.
the edge of the eighteen-yard box. O’Connor The 3-0 win is the 17th consecutive win for
won the initial header, which senior captain St. Louis U. High.
Brian Schultz redirectMonday the
ed to Ryan Vincent,
Grilledcheesebills
who ripped home the
headed west to take on
game’s first goal.
MICDS. The first goal
The nationallysurprised everyone, as
ranked Jr. Bills came
MICDS took the lead,
out of halftime conscoring against the run
fident that they could
of play.
build on the lead with
	But the Bocabills
the strong wind in their
remained focused, and
favor. O’Connor came
the goals came flyto life in the second
ing. O’Connor equalhalf as he began to get
ized as he headed the
more balls; the Vianchipped ball from
ney transfer finally
Schultz over a defendscored thanks to a
er and touched the ball
Duvall follows the bouncing ball and
Merlo through-ball that Junior Bryson
past the Rams’ keeper.
abides by the rules in front of the ref.
he buried into the far corner.
O’Connor assisted the next and ultimately
Less than a minute later O’Connor got game-winning goal to Vincent a few minutes
another chance as he dribbled through the later. Schultz added two more
CBC midfield then whiffed on a shot, got
see CRESCO, 8
PHOTO BY zac boesch
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X C s t a y s u n b e a t e n w i t h B e r g e r, ’ 0 9
w i n s a t B o rg i a a n d M CC s c o m m i t s t o
Brandon Thornberry
Following the outstanding varsity performance, the junior varsity race was the
he 2008 St. Louis High cross country quickest of its kind in SLUH history.
SLUH dominated the field from the
team continued on its history-making
very
start and led the race with a pack of ten
path at the MCC Championships and the
runners.
Junior Emmett Cookson and senior
Borgia Invitational these past two weeks.
Ben
Carron
led through the first two miles.
The morning following the SLUH
Then
Cookson
and first-year SLUH
football victory over Chaminade, the team
cross-country runner
arrived on Chamijunior Nick Seckfort
nade’s campus looking
battled into the final
to bring home another
downhill for the win.
victory. In the varsity
Seckfort, well known
race, DeSmet’s Conin track circles for
nor Callahan, Chamihis 400-meter speed,
nade’s Matt Estlund,
exploded when the
and SLUH’s own Auscourse made its way
tin Cookson were all
onto the track loop for
favorites to contend for
the first place finish.
the title of conference
Seckfort, followed by
champion.
Cookson and Carron,
SLUH’s varsity
led the junior varsity
jumped to an early
lead, taking seven of Junior Caleb Ford (left) and senior Cliff David come team to a first place
victory by sweeping
down the sunlit home stretch in stride.
the top ten places in
the
first
seven
places
and
taking 19 of the 25
the first mile. As the rest of the field tried to
medals.
Seckfort,
E.
Cookson,
and Carron
close in on SLUH during the second mile,
all
broke
the
seventeen-minute
barrier
with
Cookson, Callahan, and Estlund broke away
times
of
16:41,
16:50,
and
16:59,
respecand battled for first.
Following a brief period in which the tively.
“This junior varsity made history today,”
field disappeared around the backside of the
said
Linhares
at the meet. “It was the quickest
school, three figures could be seen rolling
junior
varsity
race in SLUH history, hands
down the final hill toward the track finish.
down.”
Chaminade’s Estlund led, closely followed
The freshman squad swept the first six
by DeSmet’s Callahan. Cookson had sufplaces
and took eight of the top ten spots.
fered a fall in the back part of the course but
The
Saturday following the team’s
still fought hard to catch up to Callahan and
victory
at
MCCs, SLUH sent a few juniors,
ultimately finished third.
sophomores,
and freshman Nathan Rubbelke
Despite the fall, Cookson and junior
to
compete
in
the Borgia Invitational at Big
Caleb Ford, who took fourth, led the SLUH
Driver
Golf
Course
in Washington, Mo.
cross-country team to a decisive first place
Juniors
Charlie
Stoltze
and Bill Franey led
victory. SLUH placed all seven runners in
the
squad
to
a
fifth-place
finish out of 18
the top ten: senior Cliff David took fifth,
strong
teams’
top
varsities.
junior Tim McLaughlin took seventh, senior
“These guys are varsity runners,” said
David Kuciejczyk-Kernan claimed eighth,
Linhares.
“Fifth place out of eighteen tough
and juniors Bill Gabler and Tyler Jennings
teams
is
a
great accomplishment.”
rounded out the top ten.
SLUH
is in the Clayton Invitational
	Cookson, SLUH’s number one man on
today
after
school
at Shaw Park with races
the day, broke the 16-minute barrier with a
beginning
at
4
p.m.
Also, SLUH’s top seven
personal best of 15:56. McLaughlin also ran
competes
tomorrow
in Districts at Parkway
a personal best, posting a 16:41.
Central.
The
gun
goes
off at 9:30 a.m.
“The varsity really went out and got the
job done,” said head coach Jim Linhares.

Reporter

T
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Princeton
for hockey
Tony Billmeyer
Reporter

S

enior hockey star Jack Berger has committed to Princeton for the 2010-2011
school year. Despite talking to coaches
from Yale and a few other Division III
coaches, Princeton’s was his first offer.
“It was really a big surprise,” said Berger.
“I was questioning whether I would even
get an offer before the end of the season.
I was really excited to get one this early.”
	Berger will have to play in a junior
league for a year before going to Princeton,
since he is committed to the team for 2010.
“If you’re just ready for the college level,
which is rare, you will go straight to college,”
explained Berger, “but a lot of kids will play
one or two years in a junior league first.”
In his year off, he hopes to play in the
USHL, a junior league, saying, “I would
ideally play in Des Moines or Chicago, or I
might end up staying in St. Louis and playing
with the St. Louis Bandits.”
SLUH’s leading goal-scorer can not take
any college classes next year, since Princeton
does not accept transfer students.
Berger was first drawn to Princeton
while at a hockey camp over the summer.
“I liked the campus a lot. It had a lot of old
and really cool buildings,” he said.
The program’s prestige especially
appealed to Berger—Princeton enters the
upcoming season ranked ninth in the nation
by the USCHO/CBS poll.
Despite his attraction to the hockey
program, Berger explains that “Princeton
was my first choice, either for hockey or
for academics.” Berger will not receive any
scholarships, because Princeton does not
offer any scholarships, only financial aid.
With the decision made, Berger will be
focused on the upcoming season. “It’s going
to be a lot different without (last year’s goalie
Alex) Effinger,” he said. “I think we’re going
to be competitive. It’s kind of a down season
for the league in general.”

DISTRICTS...

(from 5)
again.
With Cole sidelined with a chipped
tibia, the defense gave way. Under the direction of their junior backup quarterback
Darrion Quinn, Ritenour scored from 12
yards out with a little skill and a lot of luck:
after Quinn evaded two SLUH tacklers, he
tossed a wobbly, off-balance pass to senior
A.J. Shipp, who didn’t make the catch but
tipped the ball in the air over the end zone.
Instead of falling innocently to the turf, the
ball fell into the hands of Husky receiver
Josh Carr. The extra point gave Ritnenour a
13-3 lead.
Less then a minute later, an angered
SLUH offense responded. Wingo took a
sweep to the corner, turned on his jets and
tight-roped the sideline nearest the parentfilled SLUH cheering section for a 78-yard
touchdown run. The extra point brought the
Acrobatbills within three.
Ritenour drove again, but a fourth-down
sack by senior defensive end Cecil Edward
near the goal line kept the Huskies off the
scoreboard. After a SLUH punt, the Huskies
did capitalize. They pulled ahead to 20-10 on
a 42-yard bomb from Carr to Quinn, and the
third quarter ended with the same score, and
time was running out for the Districtbills.
The Jr. Bills began the fourth quarter
with some luck of their own. Twice, once
on a kickoff return and again on a scramble
by Swanston, the Billikens appeared to have
fumbled away the game and their season.
But the immaculate hands of Wingo kept
the drive alive.
An injury to senior guard Matt Storey
seemed to put a damper on SLUH’s spirit,
but on his first varsity play ever, back-up
guard junior Doug Guilfoy sprung junior
H-back Griffin Lowry from 11 yards out,
Team
Score by Quarter
SLUH 10 14 3
6
CHAM 0 20 0 12
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Final
33
32

the two point conversion against Cole and
making the score 20-17.
Desperately needing a stop, the defense Co. Lining up in their power set, the Huskies
took the field with 8 minutes left. Momen- gave the ball to Shipp (4.7 yards a carry).
tum swung the Jr. Bills’ way as Riddering Shipp appeared to have found a crease, but
junior defensive tackle Andrew Mackin (7
intercepted his second pass of the night.
“Film and scouting reports help so solo tackles) met the running back head on
much,” said Riddering. “We knew what they and stuffed him just short of the end zone,
did in certain situations and in both plays I giving the Jr. Bills a 27-26 win.
“I was at the
was positioned
right place at the
perfectly to ballright time,” said
hawk and make a
Mackin. “I was
play.”
just trying to do
Wasting no
my job, and was
time, the offense
fortunate enough
finally showed up
to help the team
and rallied, and a
to victory.”
31-yard field goal
*
*
*
by Schrick tied
“I kicked it and
the game at 20.
didn’t need to
	On their lastlook. I knew,”
ditch drive to try
said Schrick.
and avoid overWhat he didn’t
time, the Huskies
see was his
appeared to be on
the way to the end “Who do they think they are—the New York Jets?” Like Sunshine 42-yard field
in Remember the Titans, Ronnie Wingo takes a snap in shotgun.
goal fluttering
zone, but senior
Darrin Young intercepted Quinn’s pass near through the uprights as time expired, giving
the Jr. Bills a wild victory two weeks ago
the goal line.
Down ten in the fourth quarter, the Jr. against Chaminade, 33-32.
Chaminade had taken its first lead
Bills had roared back to force overtime. In
the first OT, SLUH moved the ball with of the game with 25.9 seconds to play on
ease, and Wingo scored from four yards out sophomore running back Rob Standard’s
to break the 20-20 tie. After Schrick tacked fifth touchdown of the game, a 5-yard rush
that capped a 68-yard drive aided by a
on the extra point, the Jr. Bills led 27-20.
Desperately needing a hold, an injured SLUH late hit penalty on third down and
Cole and the SLUH defense took the field. a fourth and 6 play on which Chaminade
The game appeared to be won when the Bills sophomore quarterback Christian Suntrup
held strong on their 7 for three downs, but a narrowly avoided two SLUH pass rushers
fourth-down strike by the Huskies to Carr for and completed a first down pass to Standard,
his third TD of the game quieted the SLUH one of only ten Chaminade completions for
the entire game.
crowd.
“What a great victory for Chaminade,”
Whether lacking faith in their kicking
game or wanting to go for the early upset, said the CCIN announcer. But the Jr. Bills
Ritenour made the same fatal mistake fought back. Senior captain Nikko Sansee STATE?, 10
Chaminade did the week before: going for

First quarter
					
SLUH 3 CHAM 0: Schrick 28 FG, 9:31			
SLUH 10 CHAM 0: Wingo 49 pass from Swanston (EP), 4:54
Second quarter 					
CHAM 7 SLUH 10: Standard 76 run (EP), 10:28
SLUH 17 CHAM 7: Wingo 31 pass from Swanston (EP), 9:17
CHAM 13 SLUH 17: Standard 12 run (EP failed), 6:05
SLUH 24 CHAM 13: Lowry 3 run (EP), 4:39

photo by zac boesch

CHAM 20 SLUH 24: Standard 14 run (EP), 1:10
Third Quarter
SLUH 27 CHAM 20: Joe Schrick 35 FG, 0:07
Fourth Quarter
CHAM 26 SLUH 27: Standard 46 run (EP failed), 6:57
SLUH 30 CHAM 26: Schrick 21 FG, 1:39
CHAM 32 SLUH 30: Standard 5 run (run failed), 0:26
SLUH 33 CHAM 32: Schrick 43 FG, 0:00
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points as he assisted the third and fourth goals
to Maglasang and O’Connor, respectively.
Senior Trent Dardick came off the bench
to add two more, closing out an emphatic
6-1 victory.
Last Friday SLUH hosted DeSmet for
the season’s second meeting between the
Jesuit rivals. The game got off to a slow
start, with both teams unable to take control.
As soon as the U. High midfield got going,
the chances started coming. Senior captain
Tim Milford assisted the game’s only goal
when he played a long ball into the box and
the ball popped loose and onto the foot of
sophomore Richie Hoffman, who buried his
shot past the Spartan keeper. The ChipsaHuemanbills’ midfield controlled the entire
second half, maintaining possession and
frustrating DeSmet defenders. Senior keeper
Kevin Corby kept the shutout.
SLUH also faced a test against MCC
rival Vianney last week. The Golden Griffins
controlled most of the first half but failed to
get anything past Corby.
The Jr. Bills bounced back successfully
in the second half when senior Chris Gomez

scored what was arguably the most impressive goal this season.
Gomez received a ball from Hoffman
inside his own half and immediately cut by
two defenders. About ten yards later, Gomez
touched the ball past one side of another
would-be defender and ran around the other
side to retrieve it, evoking yells of delight
from the nearby student section.
Two Vianney defenders finally converged on Gomez just inside the 18-yard
box. The SLUH defender briefly lost control
but persevered and knocked a loose ball low
and to the right of the onrushing keeper for
the goal, shocking the entire SLUH bench
onto their feet.
“I got the ball from Richard, saw a hole,
and made a run,” said Gomez. “I kept looking
to dish the ball off, but their defense kind of
parted, so I kept going. Once I got into the
box, luckily, I was able to finish it.”
“That’s as good a run as I’ve seen in a
long, long time,” said head coach Charlie
Martel.
SLUH survived one minor second half
scare when Corby retreated back to his line

but recovered to save a Vianney attempt from
distance.
The defensive unit of seniors Gomez,
Zang, Milford, and Merlo helped SLUH to
its second win in three 1-0 decisions against
the Golden Griffins this year.
The Jr. Bills completed their undefeated
run in the Jr. Billiken Classic last Saturday
with a win over Jeff City.
SLUH took control of possession early
when senior Ryan Vincent scored ten minutes
into the game for a 1-0 lead. An onslaught
of Jr. Billiken goals followed, with Schultz
and Hoffman finding the back of the onion
bag to put the Bills up 3-0 at the break.
SLUH continued to dominate the game
throughout the second half. Sophomore Ben
Emnett and senior Jack Lally added one each
for a 5-0 victory and a repeat crowning as the
Jr. Billiken Classic tournament champions.
Both Maglasang and Martel shared the
exact same thought about the key to the
winning streak: “We need to stay focused.
Each time we play we need to play our best
game.”

(from 7)
returned the kickoff to the 35-yard line,
leaving just 16 seconds for SLUH to get
within Schrick’s field goal range—close to
the Chaminade 30 yard line, according to
offensive coordinator Rob Chura.
On the first play from scrimmage, SLUH
went into Quad formation, in which four
receivers spread out to the left and Wingo
lines up on the right. Wingo proved to be a
decoy, as Swanston threw a quick swing pass
to junior H-back Griffin Lowry. It looked as
though Lowry would be brought down near
the line of scrimmage, but he fought off three
tacklers before a fourth brought him down 26
yards later with seven seconds remaining.
“The whole play is a blur. I just remember not wanting to let the team down,” said
Lowry. “It was a great feeling having the
coaching staff call my number and coming
through.”
SLUH, now at Chaminade’s 39-yard
line, called its second timeout. Assistant
coach Mark Kornfeld called for an underneath slant pattern, having noticed that the
Chaminade defensive backs were playing

well off the line of scrimmage.
	On the next play, Swanston hit junior
receiver Bill Weiss for 14 yards on a slant
pattern, and SLUH called timeout with 2
seconds left.
Now it was Schrick’s time to try a
43-yard field goal attempt that would decide
the outcome.
“The snap”—from sophomore Elliot
Fish, playing in his second varsity game—
“was perfect, Swan’s hold was perfect,
everything went according to plan,” said
Schrick.
Schrick made contact with the ball and
raised his arms in triumph. The entire Jr. Bill
team and the white-shirted crowd joined him
at midfield and hoisted Schrick onto their
shoulders. The scoreboard flashed 33-32.
SLUH had won.
“Joe really impressed us with his confidence,” said Chura. “Some guys like to be
left alone (before an important kick), but he
was in the middle of the huddle saying, ‘I’ll
make it.’”
The team will embark on its second test

to make the playoffs as they take on Mehlville
at home at 7 p.m. tonight. Mehlville has
knocked SLUH out of playoff contention
each of the past two seasons.
“It isn’t different from any other game.
It’s just another must-win,” said Storey about
tonight’s game. “All we have to do is get our
run game going. If we do that we can beat
any team in the state.”
Mackin had a different take on the game,
however.
“Every game is vital, but this one is a
bit more complex than that,” said the junior
defensive tackle. “They’ve crushed our hopes
two years in a row, and now it’s a time for us
to give them a taste of their own medicine.
This is a grudge match.”

State?

PN Riddle of the Week

r Why has a greeting become part of my name?

Perhaps my cranium is to blame.
Like a neon sign people stare
At my athletic skull and yellow hair.
My gummy likeness worshipped by an unwanted
fair,
Muttering “my beloved, my despair.”
(answer in next week’s issue)
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Organist donates time to St. Louis Cathedral

Ball, who had been taking piano lessons for about eight years, accepted and started weekly one-hour lessons with Romeri. As Organ
Scholar, Ball learns pieces that can serve as preludes or postludes
ohann Sebastian Bach wrote over one thousand compositions to the New Cathedral’s regularly scheduled masses or other large
for the pipe organ before he died. The infamous Phantom of diocesan liturgies.
the Opera hammers out opera notes on the pipe organ by candle“David has taken that role a little bit further in that he aclight in his subterranean lair. And of course one cannot forget companies the Archdiocesan Children’s Choir on a regular basis,”
Forté, the evil organist (and organ) in Disney’s Beauty and the Tenney said. The children’s choir sings for major liturgical events
Beast: The Enchanted Christmas. Add to that impressive list St. of the archdiocese, such as ordinations and the annual jubilee Mass.
Louis U. High’s very own junior David Ball, a promising organ- Ball even accompanied the choir to Washington, D.C., this past
ist as well.
summer, where he had the privilege to play at the National Shrine
	Ball is the Organ Scholar at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis, of the Immaculate Conception.
or New Cathedral, and performed in his first concert last Saturday
The fact that there is only one Organ Scholar is testimony to
for Organ Spectacular Day at the Cathedral.
Ball’s skill: “I think we could have another one if there was someone
The Organ Spectacular was one of the focal events of a larger of (his) caliber and talent,” said Tenney. “It really takes someone
celebration—the American Guild of Organists (AGO) proclaimed with a great deal of ability, someone who’s very focused on wanting
2008-09 to be the International Year of the Organ. The celebration, to do this.”
which received official procla	But being skilled enough to
mations from 16 state governors,
play at the basilica requires
including Missouri Governor
more than just natural skill.
Matt Blunt, will feature a number
Like anything else, it requires
of events across the globe.
practice—and a lot of it. Ball
According to AGO’s webpractices one to three hours
site (www.agohq.org), Saturevery weekday, often including
day’s events were designed
weekends. He usually practices
to “present more than 2,000
on the organ at Our Lady of
performers in more than 225
Sorrows, his parish, or on an
concert venues throughout
organ in the cathedral’s baseNorth America and abroad” to
ment choir room. Depending on
a “family audience of more than
whether or not tours are being
100,000.” And Ball was one of
given, he sometimes practices
those performers.
on the main organ as well.
The New Cathedral’s conPipe organs consist of manuals,
cert featured four organs and
or hand keyboards, and pedal12 pieces, performed by New
boards, or keyboards played
Ball practices on the New Cathedral’s main organ after school yesterday. The four
Cathedral Choir Master and levels of keyboards are called manuals, and the knobs on each side are called pistons. with the organist’s feet. The keyOrganist John Romeri, Assistant Organist Max Tenney, Associate boards control the amount of pressurized air that is driven through
Music Director and Organist Karen Romeri, tenor singer Scott the instrument’s pipes in order to make the sound. Each rank, or
Kennebeck, and Ball—all regular musicians at the basilica—along group of pipes correlating with a key on the keyboard, produces a
with Broadway flutist John Romeri II.
different sound, and as long as there is a continuous supply of wind
	Ball performed three pieces during the concert, including a duet in the instrument, the sound will last as long as the key is held down.
with John Romeri—both played on the same organ.
And the New Cathedral’s large space only enhances that sound.
“What’s really interesting about organ duets is it’s not just
“It’s just such an amazing experience because the sound is
playing it, it’s also kind of a dance—you have to choreograph it,” just so beautiful,” said Ball. “The organ is a great instrument—
said Ball. So while Ball might be playing keys on one manual, or (the cathedral) has a really beautiful organ—but the space is just
keyboard, Romeri might be using another; the trick is not to bump unbelievable, the resonation and everything you get from the huge
hands. “It’s two people sitting on the same bench almost pushing space.”
each other off,” said Ball.
~~~
“David’s certainly on the right track, already having appeared 	Yet such beauty does not come without challenge: “Playing
in a major program like the one last Sunday,” said Tenney. “He’s organ is just so complex because you have to pick which sounds
certainly playing pieces that are just very, very difficult, and pieces you’re using, which is called registration,” said Ball. “Registrations
that you certainly would not expect a high schooler to be able to are used to get different musical colors and different tones out of the
pull off, and (he) played them just stunningly.”
organ so, depending on the piece, different registrations sound good.
	Ball began learning how to play the organ about three years If it’s a big French piece, then you use a big fiery setting with
see BALLIN’, 10
ago when John Romeri invited him to become the Organ Scholar.

Kevin Casey
Editor

J

photo by kevin casey
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reeds, but if it’s like a Bach trio sonata then it’s colorful and tiny
and tight.”
Registration is determined using stops, or pistons, located on
each side of the organ’s main console. Each denotes the type of
sounds and length of the pipe it goes along with, and several can
be used at once. For instance, one might say “16’ Trombone” or “4’
Harmonic Flute.”
Although the Cathedral’s main organ sits behind the altar, facing
the front wall, the organist has control over ranks of pipes positioned
at various points in the church.
Some are directly in front of the
organ, against the front wall, both
on the ground and second levels.
There is also a set of pipes on the
second level of the right dome as
you face the altar.
The remaining pipes (there
are a total of 7,621) sit behind
the choir loft at the back of the
basilica—a whole city block’s
length away from the organist.
Since they are situated so far away,
Ball explained, the organist does
not hear the sound he makes until
several moments after he plays the
notes. Consequently, the organist
must not pay too close attention
to the actual sound he is making
in order to concentrate on the music sheets in front of him.
Articulation, or the loudness of the pipes’ sounds, adds another
level of skill necessary for an organist to possess. Unlike a piano,
the amount of stress an organist puts on the keys does not affect its
articulation. In other words, no matter how hard you bang the key,
it will sounds the same as if you barely touch it.
So in order for organ music to have such aspects as its rich
crescendos, the organist much use his feet (which, keep in mind,
may already be playing notes on the pedalboard) to push on pedals
of yet an other set. These expression pedals open and close boxes
that many of the individual pipes are encased in. When the box
is completely closed it sounds softer, and when completely open
louder.
	Yet while the ins and outs and intricacies of the pipe organ are
fascinating, they do not come close to the sight of an organist midsong. Ball closed the concert with a French piece entitled “Tu es
Petra” by Henri Mulet, and he plays it with a passion that cannot
be imitated. The fast-paced song forces Ball to move hands quickly
from one manual level to another, taking advantage of three of the
organ’s four keyboards, as his hands cross over one another and then
fly back into place. “Piston,” he says quickly and quietly every once
in a while to his page turner, signaling the need to change registration.
His head rocks from side to side, back and forth, flowing with
the motion of the melody, and his feet jerk from one pedal to another,
stretching to reach the one on the end, holding it, then moving on as
Drawing by andrew palisch
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the notes spill out from pipes throughout the basilica. He glances up
and down in quick motions, reading the music sheets while making
sure his limbs obey him. An emphasized nod and quick “switch”
let the page turner know it is time for the next page.
As he delves further into the piece, sound tumbles and builds
upon itself, bouncing from mosaic to mosaic. “Tu es Petra” covers the whole pitch spectrum—Ball makes the pipes both shrill in
high voices and moan at pitches that make one’s insides vibrate.
As he plays the final chord, Ball pushes down on the keys with one
more burst of power, hunching his
shoulders as he does so, and lets
the notes echo into nothingness.
~~~
	Ball’s predecessor was also a
Jr. Bill. Zach Hemenway, ’02, also
studied under Romeri, and went to
Yale Institute of Choir Music on
a full-ride pipe organ scholarship.
Like Hemenway, Ball also has high
hopes for his organ career. “I hope
to major in organ performance at
a college somewhere,” said Ball.
“I hope I’ll get a big job at a
church somewhere—a church with
a nice organ. I really want to be an
organist and choir director just like
Dr. Romeri.”
“I would without question feel
very comfortable saying that David is probably one of the finest
young, up-and-coming high school organists in the country today,”
said Tenney. “In addition to working very hard, he’s also just enormously talented.”

Swimming Nightbeat
photo by zac boesch

The St. Louis U. High
swimming and diving
team defeated DeSmet
last night. SLUH swept
all three relays, and senior diver and captain
Mick Dell’Orco (at
left) again came within
mere points of the
school record. Senior
Trent Going won the
100-yard backstroke,
junior Dan Schmidt
won the 100 free, and
senior Will Derdeyn
cleaned up the 100 fly.
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Musical Ambassadors of the
Army give concert for SLUH
October 24, 2008

The chorus had heard about SLUH and
its fine arts department. Because of the department’s reputation, the chorus contacted
ou may have heard some unique Koestner and asked to perform as a part of
sounds echoing from the theater dur- its 2008 Fall Tour.
ing activity period yesterday. Those sounds
For Koestner, this offer came at a good
came from the Musical Ambassadors of the time. For the 2008-09 school year, he is in the
Army, who were performing a concert for process of creating a concert series that will
the SLUH
allow
communihis stuty as a part
dents
of
their
“to get
Fall Tour
to hear
2008.
things
T h e
t h e y
co-ed chodon’t
rus travhave a
eled all the
chance
way from
to expeWashingrience
ton, D.C.,
u s u to give
ally.”
students
Next
the chance
week, a
Master Sergeant Victor Cenales basses out on “None So Beautiful as the Brave.”
to experience
multimedia
some variety in music. The concert was open presentation by Jazz St. Louis will take place
to anyone, but chorus teacher Joe Koestner in the theater. The XYZ Affair, a returning
requested students taking chorus to attend, chorus, will follow in November.
hoping that his students would benefit from
In the 1990s, theater director Joe Schulte
the experience. Koestner described the organized several all-school assemblies for a
chorus as having had “a fabulous sound and similar concert series. Koestner said he hopes
variety of appealing repertoire.”
to “continue his program but expand it.” He
Junior chorus student Mark McBride would like to have a concert series take place
thought the concert was a “really valuable every school year, and an adapted budget in
experience.”
the future will allow even more concerts to
Another junior in chorus, Matt Hencken, take place during Activity Period.
thought the concert “had a great sound.”

Chad Carson
Reporter

Y
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Senior Class
Cookie Sale

The senior class will be sponsering
a cookie sale during activity period and
lunch on Thursday, October 30 and
Friday, October 31. Bring your change
to indulge in sugary goodness.

Submit your
work

to

Gadfly

Thinkers of all classes, squeeze your
creative urge from your mind like
lemonade from the lemons of your
life. Submit a review or musing on
music, theatre, politics, or literature to
gadflye@gmail.com
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(from 1)
for the small group sessions came from an
interest survey administered last spring. The
most requested topic was the War on Terror,
with economics second.
Some notable speakers include U.S.
Army Major Julie Caruso-Haines who will
speak about the War on Terror, Wall Street
Journal columnist Peter Ferrara, who will
discuss tax policy, former Navy Seal Eric
Greitens, who will speak on the War on
Terror, and State Representative Bob Onder,
who wrote an important immigration bill and
will discuss immigration.
The day will also feature a mock election
for U. S. President and Missouri governor.
Issues Day will conclude with a debate
between former director of the Missouri
Democratic Party Michael Kelley and former
director of the Missouri Republican Party
John Hancock about their respective party’s
candidates for both U.S. President and Missouri governor.
Lodholz said that the Church document Forming Consciences for Faithful
Citizenship has shaped which speakers are
presenting because it states that although
the Catholic Church does not support or
endorse political candidates, Catholics are
still obligated to pay attention to social justice
issues. She said that the speakers are all giving factual presentations so that students can
learn and find their own stances on issues,
but the issues discussed are all social justice
issues presented so that they “fall within the
guidelines of that document.”
	On the other hand, issues like abortion,
which the Catholic Church has stated as
having no possible good application, will be
presented only from an objective but pro-life
viewpoint. Less definite areas, like immigration reform, will feature presentations from
family, legal, and economic perspectives
because as long as immigrants are treated
justly, the Church does not define a stance
on immigration.
Lodholz said that disagreement on these
issues is inevitable, so the speakers were
often chosen because they present a different perspective or angle on their issue, not
necessarily because they will try to impose
a belief on students.

12
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the community,” he said.
In addition to the letter to all student
families, STUCO hopes to contact the class
of ’08 and encourage them to donate, and the
Mother’s Club will broadcast a recorded message from either Miller or Heafner by phone.
Prayer services that will make students aware
and encourage them to donate will be held for
at least the sophomores, juniors, and seniors
next week, Miller said.
STUCO homeroom representatives will
collect donations from students during homeroom. STUCO members will take donations

during lunch and will have collection bags
with them most of the day. Some fundraising activities under consideration include
the auctioning of European soccer jerseys,
raffling free lunches, and playing obnoxious
music in the cafeteria, which students can
pay to turn off, a tactic that Heafner said has
worked well in the past.
Miller said that STUCO shied away from
a competitive activity because “we think it’s
something close enough to home that we
hope students won’t need competition to
excite them, and people will give out of the
goodness of their hearts.”

Said Heafner, “This year, since it’s
someone directly from our community, and
we’re getting Mother’s Club and last year’s
class involved, we’re hoping to generate
more funds so (the Rathmanns) don’t have to
resort to desperate measures to pay for Mike’s
treatment.” He hopes that alumni outside of
the class of ’08 will also participate in the
fundraiser.
“We’re not going to be able to raise
all the money, but we can definitely help.
(The Rathmanns) already have a lot to think
about without all the medical expenses,” said
Miller.

(from 4)
for the person to keep, and one to be sold
at a benefit auction in Chicago at the end of
his trip. Riding into Forest Park on Oct. 16
after football practice, popping in his
headphones and breaking out his art
supplies, Glazier quickly completed
two sketches of Tychonievich as the
football coach’s family looked on.
“The drawings were really something,” said Tychonievich.
Though many at first think otherwise, Glazier says that he is not and
will probably never be a cyclist, but
rather chose a bike ride because he
believed the journey would be the
greatest challenge to him.
“I’m not the bike type,” he said.
“I’ll probably never ride a bike again

(after the trip).”
Nonetheless, for the last two months,
Glazier has biked by day and set up camp
under the stars at night, determining his route

by his schedule of sketches and maps on his
iPhone. He carries his tent on his bike.
Though he is new to the world of
cycling, Glazier is used to what he terms,
“encounters with mother nature.” He lives
part-time on his yacht in Los Angeles and
has lived for months at sea. However, he has
faced all manner of conditions on this trip,
from average temperatures of 108° in Death
Valley to snowstorms in Colorado.
When Glazier rolled into Forest Park
he had traveled over 1900 miles on his bike,
laden with all manner of art equipment and
camping supplies, not to mention a small
guitar sticking out of one of the bags. “It gets
lonely out there,” he explained. As of press
time, Glazier is crossing central Illinois, and
he plans to end the trek in Chicago by Nov.
14.

SKETCH

EXAMS

(from 4)
times a week to five, science teacher Paul
Baudendistel uses the quarter exam as a
regular chapter test to save two class periods
for more instruction. Baudendistel would
prefer it if SLUH would just allow regular
classes to continue and allow his students to
“move at a more reasonable pace.”
Spanish teacher Myriam Aliste went
along similar lines and said that though it
makes sense to her, sometimes the quarter
exams arrive when she is in the middle of a
chapter, and she is forced to “crunch in the
information.” Another problem that she sees
with the quarter exam is that some teachers
use the extra half-hour to create a 90 minute
exam.

photo by Mark Waterman

Latin teacher Mark Tychonievich sits for his portrait in
Forest Park after football practice.

According to Becvar, quarter exams
have been a part of SLUH’s curriculum even
before he started teaching here. Since then,
there haven’t been any changes to the quarter
exams except for the addition of the half-hour
to all exams back in 2002. There have been
small conversations about changing quarter
exams and continuing classes during exam
week, but there is no foreseeable change in
the near future.
“It all comes down to caring for the
students too. What’s in the student’s best
interest? I think that (quarter exams are)
more in their best interest than them having
to have regular classes all going at the same
time when trying to take tests, which are
usually bigger,” said Becvar.

PN Quote
of the Week
The moment that the slave resolves that
he will no longer be a slave, his fetters
fall. He frees himself and shows the
way to others. Freedom and slavery are
mental states
			
—Mahatma Gandhi
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RETREAT

(from 2)
treat, which was “Together in the
Light of Christ.” Gilmore did
this intentionally, in order for the
sophomores to expand on what
they did at last year’s retreat, and
Gilmore said that he will plan next
year’s sophomore retreat in correlation to the theme used during
this year’s freshman retreat.
Sophomores seem to have a
positive opinion about the new
format. “It’s a nice, peaceful setting without many distractions
from the normal world,” said
sophomore Nathan Hewlett.

ASCA
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Sophomore John Schaefer walks up to read the Bible. The new set-up places the
lector stand in the center of the chapel.

(from 2)
embarrassed or scared to do that, then go to
suspension or expulsion.”
Science teacher Mary Russo suggested
that rather than merely reacting to crimes,
the school should seek a proactive solution
like the implementation of an honor code,
citing schools like Regis Jesuit High School
in Colorado where students use “no locks,
and they’re successful with prevention.”
Senior Morgan Cole said he’d also like
to see an honor code at SLUH. He added
that such a code would probably have to be
“grandfathered in” so as to avoid provoking
too strong a negative reaction while eventually achieving full effectiveness.
Director of Diversity Rob Evans compared the process of implementing an honor
code to when SLUH introduced the Examen
four years ago. “When you seniors were

freshmen, I heard some resistance from the
(then) seniors. But you guys found it easier
to accept it, and now it’s a great part of our
school,” he said.
	Other proposals included implementing a three-strike policy or a consistent
suspension policy, posting stolen items and
punishments, but not names, publicly, and
installing more security cameras in public
areas around campus.
Next Kesterson shifted the group’s focus
to students’ usage of unscheduled periods,
specifically mentioning the lack of a STUCO
room and the recent Chill Room flap.
No parents spoke during this session;
rather, it turned into a discussion among
students and teachers on points already
discussed at the administrative forum (see
issue 6, page 1).
Students’points included that homework

Teacher Art Show
Photo by Zac Boesch

Art teacher John
Mueller created
this shape, which
is used in multiple
works in the faculty
art show. The show
opens at 7 p.m.
today and will run
until November 7.

Sophomore Patrick Hart felt the same,
saying that it was a “relaxing time.”
The retreat has also garnered positive
opinions from the senior retreat leaders.
Senior Rick Shipley thought it was “a wellbalanced retreat” and that it was “cool to
see a different side of the faculty.”
These positive opinions are a relief to
Gilmore, who was “pretty nervous” about
the outcome of the retreat.
However, Gilmore said he couldn’t do
it alone, and thanked the help of Pastoral
director Matt Stewart, history teacher Joe
Porter, Spanish teacher Greg Bantle, and
theology teacher Carl Heumann, S.J.

is not always the best use of free time, that
“free” unscheduled periods would better
prepare them for college, and that there
should be some recreational space available
for students.
Heafner responded to the complaints, “It
looks like we’re having a lot of privileges
taken away this year with all the change
that’s been going on … but they’re necessary
changes. It’s not like the administration is
targeting the seniors.”
English teacher Barbara Osburg said,
“The privilege I think the seniors should have
here is the privilege to lead, to make this a
welcome place. … I mean, we’re arguing
about couches? I’m old, and I don’t even
need a couch. I work at my desk.”

GRITTY

(from 3)
do. The same can be said about some of
the violence in the film. Certain parts, such
as the threatened torture of an infant and a
recurring fascination with knocking out teeth
and bashing heads with foreign objects are
just unbelievable and go far beyond the point
they were intended to make.
A very good film overall, the commendable aspects of this movie far outweigh its
shortcomings. I would recommend this film
to anyone over the age of seventeen with a
stomach for blood and a passion for crime
dramas.

14

ECONOMY

News Feature

(from 1)
is not using credit from a bank for its V2K expansion, but is using alumni donations collected to fund this part of the expansion.
The company that is building the Field House, BSI Constructors,
is working “on time and on budget,” according to Principal John
Moran.
Paul Shaughnessy, President of BSI, said of the economy’s
impact on the project, “There’s no detrimental impact at all (in the
SLUH project).”
He noted some general benefits BSI has seen in the current
economy: “The main impact of the general economy is that we got
very aggressive prices from subcontractors. We’re not really having
problems getting manpower on the job because the work loads are
down a little bit right now. It’s actually probably helping a little bit”
from SLUH’s standpoint.
Shaughnessy said that construction companies like BSI tend not
to feel the effects of the economy swiftly because they are doing work
they initially contracted prior to the downturn. He noted that some
projects for non-profits (such as
SLUH) will be delayed because,
without available credit, the institutions must raise more funds
themselves and “commercial jobs
where a bank loan is required, that
market is pretty tough right now
so people are going to be sitting
on the sidelines.”
This trouble for companies
such as BSI may have actually
helped SLUH assure competitive
prices. Shaughnessy said, “It’s a
great time to build for those that
do have the money to build because the market (of contractors)
is hungry right now. St. Louis U.
High hit it at a good time.”
However, the economic problems that started with the bad
credit market and are affecting companies such as BSI have expanded to affect the economy at large. This shift is evidenced by
the rapid decline of the barometer for the economy, the Dow Jones
Industrial average. Concerns about a slowdown or recession have
been circulating for much longer.
Economics teacher Lauren Block said, “I kind of think we’ve
been going in this direction for about a year. We’ve already seen
layoffs, cutbacks.”
Economists have been uncertain about whether to call the current situation a recession, however. Block said, “The thing about
economics that’s funny, in macroeconomics especially, is that we
can’t say for sure that we’re in a recession until after we’re out of
it. All the signs are there. Employment levels are down. Spending
is down. I think all the signs point in that direction. How severe it
is is really too soon to tell. I think that we’ll be feeling this for the
next few months.”
	Block added that recessions and economic slowdowns occur
when people, uncertain about their financial futures, do not spend
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their money, which would help out businesses and other workers.
She said, “When households start to hold money and not spend it,
it perpetuates this cycle.”
The broad economic slowdown also affects SLUH through the
school’s $30 million endowment, which along with gifts accounted
for 23 percent of the school’s operating revenue for last year. Endowments consist of large pools of money collected from donations,
such as the $50 each student is asked to contribute annually. The
endowment is then placed in low risk investments that are expected
to see some sort of mild increase in value over a given year. This
growth, according to Moran, is around five to ten percent.
An endowment grows over the year through the interest it makes
on these low risk investments and though continuing donations and
fundraising, such as Cashbah. The institution owning the endowment can then draw up to a certain percentage (SLUH’s is around 5
percent) of the funds from the endowment every year in order to pay
expenditures. Hammond Associates handles SLUH’s endowment
and invests it in stable investments like mutual funds, whose value
is determined by the average growth or
loss of the many different companies in
which the fund is invested.
Vice President for Administration
Michael Leary said, “We have had over
the years a very significant investment
return on our endowment fund.”
However, now that many sectors
of the economy are struggling, even
the diversified mutual funds can have
significant losses. Leary said, “Right
now in this economy, just like most other
investments in the Dow and S & P 500,
(the rate of growth has) gone down.”
SLUH’s investments maybe diversified enough, though, that the impact
of the falling averages may be reduced.
Leary said, “It’s a very diversified portfolio, which is one of the ways that we spread our risk to counter
ups and downs in the market. We’re invested in domestic stocks,
international stocks, equities, large cap stocks, small caps stock,
fixed income, and alternative investments. It’s very diversified …
They are going to fluctuate with the market, but in reality some
have gone up and some have gone down. That is to a large degree
a function of the diversification that we have,” he said, adding later
that although the economy looks bad, “The sky is not falling.”
Moran said, “Long term investments like an endowment are
not as disrupted by things like those going on in the stock market
right now. It’s like putting your money into a savings account that
says we’re going to give you 3 percent interest for the next 40 years.
It’s not a roll the dice thing. We’re not going to put our money, no
school would put their money into the stock market and say, ‘Let’s
see how it goes’ for exactly this purpose: we don’t want the volatility
of some years our endowment’s going to go way up, other years it’s
going to come crashing down. We can’t afford that.”
Laughlin praised Hammond Associates: “Our fund manager, who
Drawing by Andrew Palisch
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we have a good degree of confidence in, sometime ago predicted
a volatile market. I think we, based on the good work of the committee and the work of our advisor, have invested ourselves in such
a way that’s so diverse to protect from this type of market to the
degree that you can.”
Although the endowment’s investments are safe, an area of
uncertainty persists in that donations to SLUH and the endowment
are based entirely on donors’ willingness to give.
Last year, according to the Financial report included in the
President’s Report a few weeks ago, 3563 donors contributed
$2,691,057. Laughlin said, “Our giving and cash last year has been
the best it’s been in my time.”
Future donations may fall however, thanks both to the struggling
national economy as well as the local impact of InBev’s buyout of
Anheuser Busch, a major donor.
Laughlin said, “I think, like any other non-profit where they
have been corporately philanthropic, we have some concern because
there’s change and we don’t know what the end result of that change
would be. I don’t think we have a clear answer on that yet.”
The buyout of Anheuser Busch perhaps more directly impacts
SLUH through its effects on alumni, many of whom are Busch employees. Laughlin said, “There may be some change that happens
(at Anheuser Busch).There may be some people there that are part
of that new structure that will still support our school. But I know
that regardless of their ability to give us money, they support our
school and we’re blessed in that regard.”
	Block said, “I have a friend of mine who is from Canada and
InBev bought out one of the Canadian brewing companies and she
has a totally different perspective on this because her whole family
lost their jobs. I think that it’s too soon to tell. It could certainly have
a negative impact. Locally as far as it would affect people attending
SLUH, it would depend entirely on the job market.”
While Leary acknowledged that the school has to recognize
the possibility that donations could shrink due to market and job
uncertainty in the area, he also said, “We have a very very loyal
cadre of alumni.”
In addition to donations and the endowment, 74 percent of
SLUH’s operating revenue of $14,527,604 comes from the 2007-2008
tuition of $11,150 per student. The rest of the $15,000 needed to
educate each SLUH student is supplied by gifts and the endowment.
Despite this fact, the cost of tuition still remains an issue and a
struggle for many families, especially as tuition keeps increasing.
Last year’s $900 raise was said to account for cost of living
increases and an 18 percent increase in financial aid (See Prep News,
Vol. 72, Issue 25).
Moran noted that tuitions are increasing in all Catholic schools
as they must now pay full time faculty salaries and benefits, whereas
before most of the teachers were unpaid priests. He said, “Back when
schools were staffed entirely by Jesuit priests, you had an entirely
different economy. When you hear about Catholic schools closing,
it’s about the transition to these expenses.”
	One of these expenses is a hot political issue, healthcare. Moran
said, “That’s the biggest single expense after salaries. If we go to a
system in this country where we subsidize that, that helps the school
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out a lot. Right now that expense just goes up and up and we have
to keep up with that,” in tuition.
The combination of increasing tuition and uncertain economic
times could possibly lead to an increase in application for financial
aid. Last year’s increase in financial aid brought the total financial aid
to $1.3 million, $981,255 of which is direct financial assistance.
Moran said of the school’s financial aid policy, “We’ve made
the promise, ‘If you’re qualified academically to come to SLUH,
you should come to SLUH.’ Will we have more families apply for
financial aid than in the past? That’s quite possible. Right now we’re
meeting the needs of all the people that apply for financial aid …
The question will become, how many more families apply and will
we be able to meet their needs. I really hope and pray so.”
So far, the school has not started any new initiatives or programs
to deal with the impact the economic crisis will have on SLUH, and
to a greater extent, the families of SLUH
Laughlin said that although there may be unforeseen issues
there are of right now, no dramatic problems. Summing up SLUH’s
role in this time of economic struggle, Laughlin said, “Regardless
of the recent economic crisis, my preference has always been that
we’re asking ourselves “What do we need” in order to operate the
mission. I tend to try and be pretty fiscally responsible and maintain our operation within the operation of our budget. I don’t think
it has taken a financial crisis for me to say we have to be fiscally
responsible as a school.”
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by Matt Bettonville
Friday, October 24
Special Schedule – Issues Day
FB vs. Mehlville 7pm
C-SOC @ Chaminade 4pm
SWIM @ Lafayette 4pm
V2-XC @ Clayton Invite 4pm
AP Snack: Quesadilla Rolls
Lunch: Special – Chicken Rings
Healthy – Beef and Bean Burrito
Saturday, October 25
ACT Exam 7:30am
Fall Ball 8pm
Alumni Reunion ‘73
SOC @ Chaminade 2pm
B-SOC @ Chaminade noon
XC @ Districts
Sunday, October 26
Grandparents’ Mass 9:30am
CISL Speech @ St. Joe 10am
Monday, October 27
Schedule R
Junior Whitehouse Retreat
Emergency Drill – Tornado
College Reps:
Missouri State Univ.
Sign-up to Attend – Pomona College
10:30am
IM-Music Trivia-Fresh./Jr.
JV-FB @ Mehlville 6pm
C-SOC @ Eureka 3:45pm

Seniors
Phillip Azar
John Berger
Joe Cella
Nicholas Eshelman
Michael Ford
Kevin Graves
Alex Hall
Ethan Harwood
David Hayashi
Joe Kainz
Matt Kliethermes
Patrick Lynch
Daniel Miller
Max Ottenlips
Joe Scariot
Steven Sigman

Calendar
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*Lunch menu subject to change.

AP Snack: Chicken Fries
Lunch: Special – Redi Ribs
Healthy – Pulled Pork

Tuesday, October 28
Schedule R
Junior Whitehouse Retreat
Emergency Drill – Lockdown
College Reps:
	Bradley Univ.
	Centre College
	Creighton Univ.
Illinois Wesleyan Univ.
	Ohio State Univ.
Sign-up to Attend – Carleton College
8:30am
IM-Music Trivia-Soph./Sr.
SOC @ Marquette 6pm
B-SOC @ Marquette 4:15pm
AP Snack: Pizza Sticks
Lunch: Special – Brunch for Lunch
Healthy – Garlic Cheese Pizza
Wednesday, October 29
Schedule R
Junior Whitehouse Retreat
College Reps:
Fontbonne Univ.
Rockhurst Univ.
Sign-up to Attend – Clark Univ. 10:30am
Univ. of Denver 1:30pm
IM-Music Trivia-Soph./Sr.
C-SOC @ Oakville 3:45pm

SWIM @ Chaminade 4pm
JV-XC @ Findley Invite. 4:30pm
C-XC @ Findley Invite. 4:30pm
AP Snack: Brownies
Lunch: Special – Taco Salad
Healthy – Baked Meatloaf
Thursday, October 30
Schedule R
Fresh. English Tutorial
Emergency Drill – Fire
College Reps:
Webster Univ.
IM-Music Trivia-Fresh./Jr.
FB vs. Lindbergh 7pm
JV-SOC vs. Chaminade 4:15pm
C-SOC vs. Parkway West 5:15pm
SWIM vs. CBC and Cape Notre Dame
4pm
AP Snack: Nachos
Lunch: Special – Mexican Salad
Healthy – Chicken Parmesan
Friday, October 31
Schedule R
STUCO Blood Drive
Senior Class Liturgy
Flu Shots
IM-Bashball-Soph./Jr. vs. Faculty AllStars
AP Snack: Mini Tacos
Lunch: Special – Chicken Nuggets
Healthy – Pizza Calzone

Fall 2008 NHS Inductees

Brandon Thornberry
Michael Wankum
Kevin Wright
*

*

*

Juniors
Christopher Ayala
David Ball
Ryan Bedell
Bret Baer
Rob Bertucci
Matt Bettonville
Matthew Burke
Jim Butler
Brian Campbell
Chad Carson

Benjamin Castro
Luke Chellis
Patrick Creedon
Adam Cruz
Pat Davis
Thomas Dempsey
Mike Dryden
Patrick Dustmann
William Ebel
Andrew Evens
Casey Fitzgerald
David Fleming
Ben Ford
Caleb Ford
Charlie Gardener
Zach Gima
Dan Goeddel
Rob Golterman

Brendan Graczak
Doug Guilfoy
Peter Harris
Stephen Hof
Eric Hoffman
Will Hovater
John Huddleston
Tyler Jennings
Patrick Jerry
Mitchel Jones
Michael Kaucher
Andrew Kastner
David Kirner
Kevin Kickham
Eric Lewis
Colin Lehman
Griffin Lowry
Michael Mayberger

Oct. 24 - Oct. 31

Mark McBride
Colin McCabe
Peter McCall
Michael McVey
Anthony Melillo
Scot Metzger
Michael Meyer
Ben Minden-Birkenmaier
Tony Minnick
Kevin Mueller
Padrick Mulligan
Jack Newsham
Matt Odem
Alex Paino
Michael Perez
Mike Phillips
Kurt Piening

Daniel Pike
Richard Pisoni
Anthony Re
Matt Reda
Larry Rudolf
Andrew Scheibe
John Schneier
George Staley
Charlie Stolze
Quin Thames
Drew Tierney
Matt Tryniecki
Ted Varty
Adam Voss
Timothy Wilmes
Alexander Whalen
Marcus Wright

