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SLUH swaps logo, redesigns website Google Apps New STUCO
position
for Education
as part of larger brand overhaul
deals with
ousts Zimbra
BY Adam Thorp
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

S
SLUH’s former logo. After more
than 15 years, the decision was
made to nix the old logo in part
because it failed to stand out well
against backgrounds.

LUH has been rebranded. The
replacement of St. Louis U.
High’s fleur de lis logo and a redesigned website, both unveiled in
the past two weeks, are elements
of a much larger plan to transform and formalize how SLUH
presents itself to the world.
The change in logo and website are part of a broader, two-year
process aimed at eliminating what
Director of Admissions Anja
Schmelter said was an “evident
lack of consistency” among the
images used to represent SLUH.

Beyond the new logo, these
changes include the adoption of
a SLUH font and color scheme
(two shades of blue and three
shades of gray), both of which
will be worked onto symbols of
the school from sports uniforms
to hall signage.
The phased-out logo—a fleur
de lis made of thin bands of blue
and white, with the schools name
beginning beneath the arm of the
fleur de lis—was at least 15 years
old.
The new logo has a variety
of color schemes, but the stancontinued on page 11

SLUH’s new logo.The logo redesign was meant to create a more “masculine” and “bold” image, according to Michael Huber, who worked on the
design. The rays behind the fleur de lis are meant to evoke Jesuit imagery.

enviornment

Transition has
some growing
pains
Stephen Lumetta and
Keith Thomas
BY

NEWS EDITOR AND STAFF

O

ver the summer, SLUH completed transitioning its email
service to Google Apps for Education, which has components
like Gmail and Google Drive.
The new system replaces Zimbra,
which had been used since June
2009.
The switch was led by Director of Information Technology Jonathan Dickmann and the
rest of the technology team. The
idea of switching came about at
the Jesuit Secondary Education
Association’s (JSEA) Technology Conference in November
2012. SLUH’s representatives,
continued on page 10

Greaves will be
first Sustainability
Representative
BY Jack Godar
CORE STAFF

M

ove over Mr. and Mrs. See,
there is a new power couple
at SLUH. Student Council (STUCO) and the Sustainability Committee have joined forces, creating
the new STUCO position of Sustainability Representative.
Senior David Greaves will
take the position this year; Sustainability Committee moderator
Anne Marie Lodholz and former STUCO moderator Lauren
Dickens had discussed the possibility of STUCO and Sustainability working together last year.
After a joint meeting between
STUCO, the Sustainability Committee, and Pax Christi, students
continued on page 11

Construction of community garden on SLUH grounds begins
graphic | courtesy of Gateway Greening
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Gateway Greening’s plan for SLUH’s
new community garden. The garden
will be open to community members, teachers, and students.

E
C

F

The garden was built after residents
in SLUH’s King’s Oak neighborhood
asked SLUH fill in the area cleared
when three houses the school were
torn down in order to build a new
Jesuit residence.

D

Over the summer, a fence was
erected around the garden site.
Additional construction, including
a greenhouse and plannting beds,
will take place over the course o the
next year.
See full article on page 10.
A. Greenhouse, planned for next
year. Aquaponic systems and
lab space for biology classes are
planned for this space.
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B. Gazebo, centerpiece of garden.

D. Native Plants

F. American Disability Act Accesible planting beds

C. Dwarf fruit trees

E. Planting beds that can be claimed
by either community members,
teachers or students

G. Open space. Chicken coops and
beehives have been suggested as
possibities for this space.
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Abroad
Students and faculty dispersed this summer to Brazil, Appalachia, Camden, St.
Petersburg, and Ireland. Pages 8- 9
Before You Go
Senior Noah Weber reflects on his SLUH
bucket list as he enters his senior year.
Page 3

High expectations for soccer
After falling to the dreaded Red Devils last
year, the soccer team looks to charge in
and score some goals. Page 7
Mid-Size Wonder
SLUH was named the top scoring organization in its category by the St. Louis Post
-Dispatch. Page 2

News

New Teachers
Lyons,
Finucane,
Pottinger
McKernan,
Moeser and
Foy join the
SLUH staff.
Pages 4-5
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Godar elected NJCL editor
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SLUH Top business, says
Post-Dispatch
Leo Heinz
staff
BY

I

Senior Jack Godar (far right) is sworn in along with the fellow NJCL officers.
BY Michael Daugherty and
John Fitzgerald
REPORTERS

S

enior Jack Godar was elected
the editor of the National Junior Classical League’s (NJCL)
newsletter, The Torch: US, at the
July NJCL convention at the University of Nevada Las Vegas.
As editor, Godar will compile
the newsletter and write the majority of its articles. The newsletter publishes four times a year and
is available on the NJCL website.
Godar started studying Latin
his freshman year and is also taking Greek this year. He has attended three Missouri Junior Classical
League (MOJCL) conventions
and two national conventions, including this summer’s.
Last year Godar was the Vice
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President of MOJCL, the Missouri
chapter of the classical league. As
Vice President, he edited the MOJCL newsletter, the Oracle.
This spring, Godar talked
with the previous NJCL editor,
Trace Turner, and other officers
about the editor position. They
encouraged him to run for the National editor position based on his
experience with the Oracle and
his involvement in the Prep News.
Fellow senior and convention
attendee David Greaves helped
Godar campaign by creating posters including the motto, “Don’t
gamble, vote for Jack.” Greaves
photoshopped a picture of Godar’s head on to the face of a jack
playing card to fit with the Las Vegas theme. They also wrote “Vote
for Jack” on light up strobe balls

that they passed out.
“It was fun to hear people
talk about the strobe balls and
seeing them around.,” said Godar.
Ultimately, in addition to
Godar’s successful campaign,
both of his opponents withdrew,
due to other commitments and a
disqualification due to one candidate not having a sponsor from
his state. Although Godar ran
unopposed, he still had to achieve
more than 50 percent of the vote,
which he succeeded in doing.
“I am really happy for Jack
and proud of him. Being elected
to serve a national office is a really big deal, and it is an incredible opportunity for both Jack and
SLUH Latin,” said Latin teacher
Jennifer Ice.

“What I did this Summer”

Credits

Reporters
Michael “Didn’t get my reading
in” Daugherty
John “Drank Soda Shaq” Fitzgerald
Jonah “Crashed my car into a
bridge” Schwartz
Ben “College visits” Steinhart
Mar “Played a futile game of ice
hockey” Lonsway
Kevin “Went ascetic” Thomas
Rick “Searched for El Dorado”
Garner
Connor “Perfected my chicken
cordon bleu” Fitzgerald
Michael “Spent time with Will
Smith” Smith
Sidarth “Listened to the same
EDM song on loop” Iyer
Marty “Pumpin’ Iron” Johnson
Jack “Powerwalking” Sinay
Noah “Stayed Classy” Weber
Sam “Cleaning” Chechik
Chazz “What didn’t I do?” Carson
Michael “Had diplomatic talks
with the Villa NHS” Sit
Hap “Found myself ” Burke

Staff Artist
Paul “Climbed every mountain;
forded every stream” Fister

n its 195 years, St. Louis U.
High has earned quite a few
recognitions, awards, and epithets. This past June, the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch named SLUH the
“Top Scoring Organization” in
the mid-size category of their annual survey of workplaces in the
St. Louis area. It came as a midsummer surprise to many in the
SLUH community.
According to President David Laughlin and Vice President
of Administration Joe Komos, a
faculty member nominated SLUH
for this recognition sometime last
spring. The Post-Dispatch uses
the small company Workplace
Dynamics to administer a survey
to the employees, or faculty. The
results are based on the responses
to different statements employees
respond to about their company
in a “strongly agree/disagree”
scale of 1-5. The Post-Dispatch
then published the list of the topscoring companies in the various
categories based on the number
of employees.
158 of the faculty and staff
members of SLUH were invited
to participate in the survey, according to Laughlin and Komos.
Those who did viewed SLUH as
a very favorable place to work,
enough to edge it over the Four
Seasons Hotel in St. Louis and
Northwestern Mutual in for the
top slot in the mid-size company
category.
“I think it says an awful lot
about the sense of mission that
a lot of the people who work
here have and how much they
pour themselves into the place
and what it means to them,” said
Laughlin
The article itself, which ran
on June 22, attributed the recognition to SLUH’s Jesuit mission,
the emphasis on constant improvement and development, and

long history. Other reasons included easy access to technology,
a manageable workload of around
four classes a day, and high standards for students.
Post-Dispatch business columnist Jeff Tomich, who wrote
the article, said “The things that
employees value in the workplace
is not about how many benefits
that they receive, but that they feel
respected and that their opinion
is valued. That is the thing that I
took away from SLUH.”
Komos was quick to point
out the school’s efforts to ensure
good benefits packages for the
faculty and staff. He also said
that he thinks the SLUH administration tries to be open-minded
when gathering the faculty and
staff ’s opinions and thoughts on a
topic. He sees it as “good management.”
“I think it’s important as
management that we are always
mindful of listening to suggestions of the faculty and getting
their thoughts when we’re talking
about making changes,” said Komos. “That’s good management.”
While both Laughlin and
Komos were glad to see SLUH receive the positive press, they both
pointed out that SLUH must continue to move forward. Laughlin
emphasized one of his trademark
sayings, “We don’t have a great
tradition because we had a great
tradition.”
“I’m proud that this is something people felt about working
here, the sense of mission,” said
Laughlin. “The next day it was
a little piece of history, and we
all have to work and continue to
move forward.”
“It certainly was a neat thing
that happened,” said Komos. “I
can’t tell you that it’s going to have
a direct benefit to the school, but
certainly anytime you do anything that reflects well on what
you do, it’s a good thing.”
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Last Thursday’s Mass on the first day of school celebrated the Feast of
the Assumption. The Mass also featured the commissioning of this year’s
Eucharistic Ministers., above.
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Commentary
Religioni et Bonis Artibus: Art at SLUH
Paul J Fister
STAFF ARTIST

T

his is my first year as staff artist of the Prep News, following in the footsteps of my brother
Greg, ’12, designing weekly mastheads, writing articles for the
paper and offering artistic input.
I did a little of that last year but
now it is my responsibility as a
member of staff to put my highest effort into the Prep News. And
while considering my position, I
couldn’t help but feel obliged to
think of how art fits into our daily
lives as SLUH students.
Where is art at SLUH? This is
something I never dared to ask before junior year, the year I was introduced to two amazing classes:
2D design and Watercolor. Both
classes showed me new mediums,
new styles, new ways of looking
at the world. The most important underlying thing I learned
is that you can’t be an artist without understanding your subject;
you can’t just see the world as it
is, you have to really look. I became interested in seeing more
things differently, doing more art,
and looking at the world in a new
perspective. Then I asked myself,
where can I find art at SLUH?
Everyone who has had anything to do with SLUH can find
it: it’s on the floor in front of the
switchboard, it’s on the SLUH
website, it’s in mail you get from
the Mothers’ Club, it’s on your
class ring. The seal of St. Louis
University High reads “Religioni
et Bonis Artibus.” Religion and
the fine arts. That’s what we’re all
about! Don’t believe me? Find the
seal! Look it up! Ask your scholarly Latin student friend to translate
it for you!
We are surrounded by the
arts, physically surrounded. On
the west end of the school lies the
Joe Schulte Theatre (named after
the man who may have taught
your grandpa and intends to direct SLUH musicals until 2018),
Mr. Tim Moore’s astonishing theatre tech department backstage,
the dance studio, the chorus room
and the band room. The facilities
for these outstanding teachers
are phenomenal, because we are
SLUH, home of the fine arts.

And, on the north side of the
building is more art. A few steps
up from the English department
(chock full of its own art) in the
J-Wing are three classrooms that
have been very important to me:
the drawing room, the ceramics
room, and the design room.
On the opening night of last
year’s art show I walked up those
stairs to an art wing teeming with
family and friends of SLUH artists, marveling at the pieces on
display as the young men beamed,
proud of their work. In the gallery
there were mobiles from 3D Design hanging from the ceiling and
a cage full of ceramics birds, there
were sketches in charcoal, pastel,
coloured pencil, and chalk from
drawing classes, designs from 2D
Design, watercolors, acrylics, ceramic tiles, mugs, pots, abstract
pieces and more. Art lined the
walls, from Ms Bugnitz’s room all
the way to the Prep News office!
So many SLUH students contribute to the art that is displayed
every year, and walking up there,
seeing the three teachers proud of
their students, the parents proud
of their sons, and the Jr. Bills
proud of their own work, it made
me feel like this is what it means
to be a SLUH student, this is how
we are all connected: the fine arts.
I know I’m not the only one that
feels it. Go to a band concert, a
choral concert, a dance recital, a
play . . . you’ll feel that deep love
that is put into the fine arts at
SLUH.
When I was a sophomore,
my brother Greg was a senior,
and his position was Staff Artist
of the Prep News. I remember well
the first masthead he designed to
head the front page of the publication, a springtime picture of the
upper field with various Jr. Bills
tossing frisbees and footballs to
each other.
This is a tradition my brother
brought back from many years
before, to take the title of the
newspaper, Prep News, and turn it
into an illustration of SLUH life,
with the publication’s motto, “If
nothing else, value the truth” included somewhere.
But more than making the
paper look classy, this image was
something familiar and comfort-

ing. The picture really was SLUH.
Any Jr. Bill could have picked up
the paper, recognized the row of
trees, the expanse of grass, the
stylized facade of the Schulte
Theatre, the Science Center in
the background; and chances are,
they could have been one of those
disc-tossing dudes enjoying the
weather.
That picture showed me why
art is so important at SLUH. It
connects us all. SLUH is in that
Prep News masthead, under Mrs.
Whitaker’s direction on the stage
of the Schulte, baking in the kiln
down the hall from Ms. Rebholz
room, in the leaps and bounds of
Mrs. Anzalone’s choreography.
SLUH is defined by its art.
Once I embraced that, I let
the art department envelope me.
Ms. Bugnitz is still my teacher,
mentor, and friend as I take her
printmaking class (looking forward to ceramics next semester with Ms. Rebholz), and Mr.
Mueller’s keen eye for design has
helped countless times. Then I
took zero-hour chorus. Then I
joined the speech team. Then I
was in the SLUH Dauphin players’ production of Twelve Angry
Men. And now I am staff artist of
the Prep News. It excited me to be
an art student and it still does.
This year for me will be a
learning and working year, because I will be putting my previous years’ experience into my new
art classes, and into the school
newspaper. As staff artist this year,
with our school theme of being
Loving, I look forward to bringing to light the amazing love that
is put into the arts at SLUH, and
sharing the love I have felt from
the art department at SLUH. This
year, the culmination of the three
before it, as I strive to become the
grad at grad, I strive for more: religioni et bonis artibus.
And what will you do, SLUH
student? How will you make art a
part of your life? Will you share
in the love that is created in the
art department? Will you respect
the space and equipment of the
art teachers? Will you take an
art class, get to know the teachers, and strive with me to allow
the fine arts at SLUH to surround
you?

Volume LXXVIII Editorial Policy
The Volume 78 Prep News
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Reflection
What’s your SLUH bucket
list?
BY

Noah Weber

A

mong the many talents of
comedian and father of the
video blogging form Ze Frank is
his ability to inspire. After creating internet videos five days a
week chronicling his life in 2006,
he took a long hiatus from the
public, staying away until 2012. In
the interim, YouTube creators influenced by him made careers out
of his brilliance and his sincerity
and his humor. Frank credited
his return to what he called his
“F.I.L.D.I.”
I was sitting outside about a
week after school ended last year
at the end of the year Gadfly/ Pax
Christi concert and bands made
of my classmates were playing and
other classmates and underclassmen were dancing and I was eating some kind of salad and meat
and the whole world was a warm
breeze. And I was thinking just
one more year of this.
Then in my mind I was an
eighth grader thinking about being in plays and singing at Masses. I was a freshman who had
just been an editor on his middle
school newspaper in an intimidatingly crowded Prep News room,
scared away as senior editors
handed out assignments. I was a

kid nodding my head when aunts
and uncles and mom and dad
kept saying “You can do this and
you can do this—oooh, you know
you’d be great at this” and I kept
saying, “Yeah. Yeah definitely.”
And I meant it all.
When I brought myself back
to the present I was reminded
of Ze Frank’s acronym. To paraphrase, “Screw It, Let’s Do It.”
My “You Only Have One
More Year At This Place” SLUH
bucket list was born on that day.
I won’t reveal the exact contents
of this list, mostly because I
don’t want all of you reading this
to hold me accountable for the
things I don’t end up doing. I suppose that’s the whole point, but I
also suppose I’m a bit of a coward.
Though I will say with pride that I
can soon cross off “Sing at a Mass”
and “Write an article for the Prep
News,” and hopefully in the near
future I’ll “Actually do a bunch of
stuff for Gadfly” and “Meet Mr.
Schulte.”
Why aren’t you doing that
one thing you always said you
would until two or three years
sprinted past you as you stood
behind them with your hands on
your knees, winded and regretful
and out of time?

Volume LXXVIII Platform
As the student-run newspaper of St. Louis University High
School, the Prep News is a weekly
publication that strives to inform
the SLUH community about
events and people, with its focus
on those pertaining to the school,
primarily through the written
word.
The Prep News is neither the
voice of the administration nor
the students. Rather, the newspaper serves to gather and distribute
information for the entire school.
The Prep News editors and staff
members make every effort to be
objective in their news coverage
and editing.
The members of the editorial staff are co-workers and
share equally the duties of writing, copy-editing, layout, and staff
management. All of the editors
share responsibility and leadership of the paper. The editors are
supported by a core staff of regular reporters as well as artists and
photographers.
It is the role of the editors
to seek out and facilitate the reporting of all significant news at
SLUH. While any faculty member or student is welcome to submit suggestions to the editors for
potential articles, the Prep News
is never obligated to publish any
article idea.
Our primary emphasis as
editors of the Prep News is upon
clear and accurate writing and
careful editing. We also attempt
to include visual expression—
photography, drawing, technical

aids, etc.—in every issue and on
our web site. Despite our desire
to make the paper visually appealing, we commit ourselves not
to allow form to supersede substance.
The editorial staff will use social media to communicate with
the paper’s readership and to update students about SLUH events
and highlight the paper’s content.
The editors will not allow their
goal of speed and accessibility online to weaken their commitment
to accuracy and depth.
The Prep News strongly
encourages underclassman involvement, and our office on the
second floor of the Jesuit Wing,
room J220, is always open for
involvement, criticism, praise, or
suggestions. Contributed student
opinions are also welcome under
the Prep News Editorial Policy.
Without student reaction and
feedback, the Prep News could not
function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate,
we will correct any significant error in the following issue and on
our web site as soon as possible.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole responsibility for the
text of news and sports articles,
features, and editorials. We ask
faculty or students who take issue with the manner in which the
news was reported or find an error to bring it to the attention of
the editors, not the individual reporters.
This is the platform of the
editors of Volume LXXVIII of the
Prep News.
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Hear me roar! Lyons joins
math department
BY Mar Lonsway
REPORTER

N

ew math teacher Tracy Lyons joins St. Louis U. High’s
staff this year. Lyons will teach
Algebra II/Trigonometry and Geometry.
A native of St. Louis, Lyons
attended St. Elizabeth of Hungary
and Cor Jesu Academy.
“I went to Cor Jesu—absolutely loved it,” said Lyons. “That’s
when I fell in love with math. I
think it was the environment of
the school—everyone wanted to
work hard and the classes were
challenging.”
After a positive four years
at Cor Jesu, Lyons ventured to
northern Indiana to attend the
University of Notre Dame. Although she had always wanted to
become a teacher, Lyons devoted
her first year and a half there to
photo | Mar Lonsway

Tracy Lyons

engineering. Just shy of two years
into college, Lyons decided that
the engineering life was not her
calling. After switching to math
and finishing her four-year undergraduate program, Lyons set
her ambitions higher and started
a graduate program to attain her
Master’s degree in education.
As part of her graduate program, Lyons was required to teach
for two years in St. Petersburg,
where she had her first hands-on
teaching experience. Teaching
courses such as algebra, pre-calculus and stats, Lyons had an enjoyable first two years at the front
of the classroom.
Although she had the opportunity to stay in Florida after her
two years passed, Lyons returned
to St. Louis, where she then found
the job opening at SLUH.
“St. Louis was calling, SLUH
was calling,” said Lyons. “This job:
it’s a great place to work. I’ve only
been here for three school days
but I’ve always been impressed
with St. Louis U. High.”
Lyons is in her second week
as part of the SLUH family teaching two sections of junior math
and two sections of sophomore
math.
“I want the students here
to feel challenged in the classroom,” said Lyons. “For them to
learn and discover new things in
ways that they haven’t been challenged to think about before. That
extends beyond the classroom;
whether it’s faith or an outlook on
the world, social justice, or goals
they set for themselves.”
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Pottinger looks to jazz up band program

photo | Leo Heinz

Pottinger teaches a band class.
BY Rick Garner
REPORTER

A

new addition to the St. Louis
U. High fine arts department
is Jeff Pottinger.
Originally from Iowa, Pottinger grew up in the Osage
Beach area of Southern Missouri.
Pottinger attended high school at
Camdenton High School.
Originally planning to go
into pre-law, Pottinger later decided to study at Southwest Mis-
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souri State (now Missouri State
University) where he received
an education degree with a music emphasis, double majoring in
band and vocal education.
Pottinger originally began
teaching grade school band to a
combination of seven area Catholic schools spread across the St.
Louis and St. Charles area. Pottinger then moved to Hazelwood
Central where he taught band,
orchestra, and choir for two years.
For the eight years following his
stay at Central, Pottinger served
as band director at Hazelwood
West.
Pottinger left the Hazelwood
District when an opportunity at
Chaminade arose.
“I was so busy at Hazelwood
West, especially with marching
band. I really wanted a chance
to focus on teaching jazz, among
other things,” Pottinger said.
The change in roles also gave
Pottinger more time to play on his
own outside the classroom.
During his four years at
Chaminade, Pottinger became a
dean of one of the student houses,
his first taste of the administration side of education. “I really fell
in love with administration,” said
Pottinger.
Pottinger left Chaminade to
pursue a possible administrative
job in the Parkway School district,
but after almost three years, he
decided that the band room was
where he belonged.
“I realized I wanted to get
back to music; high school music
to be particular. And I missed the
religious environment, praying
with the kids, and being a part of
that spiritual side of their lives.”
When he heard that the band
position at SLUH was open, Pottinger said that “the skies opened
and I heard angels singing.”
Now the full time concert,
symphonic, and jazz band teacher
here, Pottinger sees great potential with the students in the program. Pottinger also hopes to see

the jazz band program grow.
“The bigger goals I have are
that I want people to appreciate music, I want them to enjoy
playing music, and I would like
to see them be 70 years old and
still playing,” said Pottinger. “And
most of all to make those connections you make as a teacher. The
greatest thing about our job as
teachers is that you get to make
these connections with people.
I get to be part of their lives: to
build that sort of bond and relationship is what I hope to be able
to do this year.”
In the classroom, Pottinger
reaches the perfect blend of productivity while maintaining a relaxed atmosphere. Pottinger starts
every class off with a prayer, often
with a scripture reading and short
heartfelt reflection.
“During class he’s very organized, which is a good thing,” says
senior Sidarth Iyer. “I feel like he’s
a strong teacher. Sometimes he
lets us talk for a while but there’s
always that sense of order. When
he steps back up on the podium,
you know it’s time to be quiet and
get to business.”
Iyer says that Pottinger’s
greatest asset as a teacher is “his
strong, strong organizational
skills … along with his great hair.”
So far this year, Pottinger’s
impression of SLUH has been
great. “The climate and culture is
exceptional. It’s just really a nice
place to be. The Ignatian teaching
here is really special and has really
touched me; I am a very spiritual
person. The Spiritual Exercises,
the Examen, it’s all just a really
beautiful thing.”
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Home from Zambia,
Finucane joins campus
ministry, theology
BY Jonah
REPORTER

Schwartz

D

an Finucane has joined the
teaching staff and Campus
Ministry office at St. Louis U.
High.
“I attended SLUH, so that’s
why I came back to teach here,”
Finucane said.
Finucane returns to SLUH
from Zambia, where he taught
recently.
Inside his classroom, Finucane wants to create an environment where it’s okay to question
and to be critical.
“One of the themes I talk
about is wrestling,” said Finucane.
“Allowing a space for people to
study things and put them into
dialogue.”
Finucane’s teaching technique is to have the students wrestle, not with each other, but with
the clashing theological perspec-

tives each may have. He wants the
class to be energized and engaged.
According to Finucane, the classroom is not a passive environment
listening to lectures and copying
notes off a screen, but one of debates and idea sharing.
Finucane’s classes revolve
around faith, reason, and revelation. They discuss the connection
between faith and reason and
how they’re interrelated. Another
interesting topic debated in class
is when faith is challenged by evil.
Finucane plans to be active
in the SLUH community even
though this is his first year. Even
though his time is already filled
with Campus Ministry duties, he
wishes to join Pax Christi and be a
rugby coach. He will also oversee
the first Kairos Retreat with the
upperclassmen.
Although he just arrived, Finucane hopes to return to Zambia
to teach someday.

Ships a-Foy! New econ hire
photo | Leo Heinz

Foy meets with a student at his desk.
BY Ben Steinhart
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High community welcomes Kevin Foy
as the new AP Economics teacher
onto their staff this year.
Foy will be working in the
social studies department under
the supervision of psychology
teacher Tom Kickham. Though
only a couple of days into the year,
Kickham already describes Foy as
“prepared to do well” and “really
willing to help his students.”
Although new to SLUH, Foy
is already immersed in the Jesuit
tradition. He received his undergraduate degree from St. Louis
University and comes to SLUH
from DeSmet.
Foy said of the Jesuits, “I
think they do a really good job of
balancing the preferential option
photo | courtesy of Mr. Iain Foulds

for the poor with the preparation
of future leaders to enact change.”
Although he is aware of the
Jesuit tradition, one of Foy’s goals
this year is to learn more about
the SLUH tradition and what
makes this school so special.
Senior Anthony Vienhage
said, “I have already gone to Mr.
Foy for help outside of class and
he made me feel comfortable and
helped me through the problems I
was struggling with.”
Senior Luke Sloan said Foy
was “very energetic and in a good
mood. He always seems to be
smiling and I can actually look
forward to going to economics.”
Beyond teaching economics
and preparing kids for the A.P.
test, Foy has another goal. On
the first day of class he stated that
the goal of his class is to create the
Kingdom of God.

Congratulations!
Information technology specialist Iain Foulds and his family
welcomed a daughter into the
Foulds. Abigail Eloise Foulds
was born at 9:26 a.m. on August
16. She was 9 lbs, 3 oz and 22
inches.
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No script, no problem, McKernan hired
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BY Paul J Fister
STAFF ARTIST

T

he St. Louis U. High Fine Arts
department welcomes a new
Acting Improv and public speaking teacher, Kevin McKernan, ’01.
Educated by theater teachers
Kathryn Whitaker and Joe Schulte, who are still fixtures in the
theater department, McKernan
discovered his interest in improv
here at SLUH, and is happy to be
returning.
“The first improv class I took
was here,” said McKernan, “and I
fell in love with it.”
McKernan appeared twice on
stage in the Schulte Theatre when
he was a student, but said he was
a little too shy to attempt anything
before his senior year. He was cast
as Walter Mitty in Thurber Carnival, directed by Schulte, and he
made an appearance in Of Mice
and Men.
“I had like the tiniest role,”
McKernan said. “I came out and
talked about the house of prostitution and left. And that was
about it.”
McKernon then went on to
Indiana University, where his interest in theater expanded.
“I tried out for an improv
team at Indiana University . . . and
it became just like a crazy nerdy
passion,” he said.
After four years of improv
at Indiana University, McKernan
moved to Chicago and taught at
Loyola Academy while taking
more improv classes at the Improv Olympic theatre in Chicago
and interning for the producers at
the Second City theatre in Chicago, becoming, as he said, a “super
improv nerd.”
After teaching at Brebeuf Jesuit Prep in Indianapolis, McKernan ended up back in St. Louis
and started an improv theatre

New theater teacher Kevin McKernan.

training center, The Improv Shop,
located above Pat’s Bar and Grill
on Oakland Avenue.
“We turned (the space) into
a cabaret theatre and we teach
improv classes and do shows up
there,” McKernan explained.
His theater experience continued while he taught at Cor Jesu
Academy for a semester, DeSmet
Jesuit High School for a year, and
Visitation Academy for two years.
Being a friend and mentee of
Schulte, he appeared a few times
in the past as a substitute teacher
at SLUH for Schulte or Whitaker.
McKernan teaches two sections each of Acting Improv and
Oral Communications. He looks
forward to seeing what else he
might do, including most likely
directing a stage production in
the spring.
“The first thing I’m going to
do is help Mrs. Whitaker however I can on her show, Gross Indecency, said McKernan. “I hope
to kind of shadow her and help
her, and then, I hope to explore
a couple different things and see
where I fit.”

McKernan is happy to be
part of such a rich department at
SLUH, and looks forward to getting to know the other Fine Arts
teachers.
“That SLUH invests so much
in the arts is incredible,” McKernan said. “That there’s even an
improv course is insane. I’ve been
in however many schools and no
one has an improv course. They
have this thing they cultivated in
me, this passion for improv, that
I never would have gotten if I’d
gone to any other school, so I just
feel lucky to be able to be here,
teaching it, because it changed my
entire life.”
Very excited for the year,
McKernan looks forward to working with his Fine Arts colleagues,
aiding in theatre production, and
just being back at SLUH.
“It’s really cool being around
some of the people I looked up
to when I was (a Jr. Bill),” McKernan said. “I didn’t have heroes
that were, like, baseball players or
celebrities or anything like that, I
just really admired my teachers;
they were heroic to me.”

Moeser brings organization to math
BY Thomas
CORE STAFF
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Riganti

B

ringing new ideas and energy
to the math department is Julie Moeser, who will teach three
sections of freshman Algebra I
and one section of sophomore
Geometry. Moeser has been at
SLUH before: in the spring of
2005 while she was a senior in
college at Webster University, doing her student teaching. Moeser
taught at St. Elizabeth Academy
for eight years before it closed last
year.
“I always wanted to come
back to SLUH,” said Moeser.
“Luck would have it that as I lost
one job, one became available.”
Moeser’s mentor this year is
fellow Algebra teacher Dan See,
who will sit in on at least one of
Moeser’s classes in the first semester. See’s job is to help Moeser
acclimate to SLUH’s math department.
“(It’s important) that she
knows the timing, how much we
have to cover in a given amount
of time,” said See.
Although See will be overseeing Moeser’s class, he thinks he
gets just as much advice and help
as she does.

New math teacher Julie Moeser helps a student.

“(It’s an) equal exchange of
information and I think it’s beneficial for both of us,” said See.
“(She) brings a different view
of mathematics, a different view
of teaching. I think we have a lot
to learn from her.”
One of the new methods that
Moeser brings is the use of popups and color-coding to help students stay organized. By teaching
freshmen organization, she helps

the students start their SLUH careers on the right foot.
“That was really kind of an
eye-opener because I was trying
to figure out a different way to approach definitions,” said See. “We
all do more every year to help kids
become more organized.”
“She’s a little bit picky on
how we organize,” said freshman
Dominic Heithaus. “It’ll help us in
the long run.”
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Football preview 2013: Profiles of six captains

BY Chazz
REPORTER
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Carson

T

he St. Louis U. High Jr. Bills
finished the 2012 football
season with a 6-7 record, and
their season ended abruptly with
a 35-14 first round loss against a
talented Ritenour team.
However with a young team
last year, the SLUH football team
looks to many talented seniors
who have years of varsity football
experience under their belt. The
Jr. Bills hope to make a deep run
this year in both the conference
and the state playoffs. With six
captains this year, the SLUH football team aspires to contend with
the best schools in the area. Here
are the six captains.
T.J. Daniels
With three years of experience on varsity, Daniels is expected to make an impact on both
sides of the ball as he starts at
both offensive tackle and middle
linebacker this year. With 40 tackles and 2 sacks last year, Daniels
will become a key player for the
defense.
“I want our team to play to
the best of our ability, “ said Daniels. “If we can do that we will have
a successful season. I wouldn’t expect anything less from my teammates.”
Dan Evans
Evans recorded 29 total tackles, a fumble recovery, and an interception for a touchdown last
year. This year Evans will be starting both ways, at defensive end
and offensive tackle.
“I can’t wait to see how our

Senior Sam Sykora (far right, standing) gets ready for a snap in an afternoon practice.

team does this year, especially
against our losses from last year
like DeSmet, CBC, and Lafayette,”
said Evans.
Sam Sykora
With two years of varsity experience, Skykora looks to add to
the already great quarterback tradition at SLUH. With his predecessor Trevor McDonaugh having
led the team to a final four playoff
run in 2011, Sykora has big shoes
to fill. Skykora passed for a total
of 545 yards and five touchdowns
last year. The threat of a precision

passer and an excellent run game
leaves the Jr. Bills poised for a
threatening offense this year.
“I’m excited most for Running of the Bills as well as playing
all of our MCC opponents,” said
Skykora.
Nathan Anderson
Anderson led last year’s junior class with 58 total tackles and
one sack. However, his impressive defensive showing at outside
linebacker was hindered when he
sustained a concussion as well as
a shoulder injury in the middle of

the season. This upcoming season
will be his fourth playing varsity
football.
“Our goal this year is to win,
game by game. If we can do that,
we won’t be touched,” said Anderson.
Michael Hall
Hall, in his fourth year on
varsity, is starting at an outside
linebacker position and fullback
on offense. Last year playing
strong safety, Hall had 35 total
tackles, a fumble recovery, and
an interception. At halfback, Hall

rushed for 5 touchdowns and 542
yards.
Raymond Wingo
Wingo racked up 12 college
offers to play football, according to Yahoo! Sports. Last year,
Wingo led the offense with 25
total touchdowns, breaking multiple SLUH offensive records. He
also led the team in total yards
(2,156) and interceptions (5), and
notched 23 total tackles.
When asked what his goals
were for the season, Wingo commented, “win State.“
cartoon | Tom Fields

This cartoon does not represent the views of The Prep News or St. Louis U. High.
Or the moderator, who has no feud with the Counseling Department, or Shift.
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Senior-heavy soccer hopes work ethic translates to State success
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BY Danny Schneller
SPORTS EDITOR

W

ith an abundance of senior
leadership, the St. Louis U.
High varsity soccer team is looking to go deep into the state tournament this year.
Last year, the Soccerbills fell
to rival Chaminade in the District
finals. In years past, head coach
Charlie Martel has protested the
structuring of the state tournament because of its tendency to
pit SLUH and Chaminade against
each other, despite the fact that
they often have some of the best
records in the state. Martel believes that the tournament would
make more sense if teams were
seeded, as in the NCAA basketball tournament.
Despite their frustrating loss
to Chaminade last year, Martel is
very optimistic about this year’s
team.
“I have high expectations,”
said Martel. “Every year our goal
is to win a State title. So, that’s
what we’re shooting for this year.”
Martel spoke highly of the
team’s work ethic throughout the
summer.
“The team is extremely focused and fit right now,” said Martel. “They had a great summer. A
lot of the guys came to Ajax, and
we ran an Insanity camp before
that. There was a huge commitment, especially on the part of the
seniors to get into shape. Right
now, they look great, and they’re
working really hard.”
Martel isn’t the only member
of the team that thinks their improved fitness will be a contribut-

Junior Clark Conway fires shot at senior goalie Guillaume Delabar during Tuesday’s practice.

ing factor this year. Senior captain
Andrew Slaughter believes that
the team’s physicality will give
them an edge on their competition.
“We’re going to be a lot bigger,” said Slaughter. “A lot bigger
and stronger than we’ve been in
the past.”
One of the reasons that this
varsity squad will be so much bigger than in years past is that this
year’s team features 13 returning

seniors. Not only will this enormous number give the Soccerbills
an edge in size, but it is also great
for the team’s chemistry.
“A lot of us have played together before, so it’s not as if we’re
missing any chemistry,” said senior Luke Robinson. “We’re all
very familiar with each other.
Almost all of us played freshman
and B team together, and a lot
played varsity together last year.”
The team will play its first

Cross country gets back in stride, looks to
repeat state victory
BY Michael
REPORTER

Sit

C

ross country athletes and
coaches ventured out to West
Camp, Forest Park, to kick off
the 2013 cross country season on
Aug. 12.
When asked about the cross
country team’s aspirations, head
coach Joseph Porter said, “I
would like to see each member
of the team improve throughout
the season. That is always our
number one focus. If we become
too focused on how we compare
against other teams, we lose sight
on what we can control, which is
how we race.”
The team has already hit
high mileage, with the top seven
athletes running more than ten
miles per day, if you include the

one-mile warm-ups. Racers that
the coaches suggest looking out
for are juniors Jack Sullivan, Matthew Hennessey, Thomas Hogan,
Shayne Jackson, and seniors Jonathan Esswein, Thomas Rubio, Jerome Amsler, Michael Swan, and
sophomore Dustan Davidson.
On Saturday, Aug. 17, the
annual SLUH-sponsored Alumni
Race took place. Sullivan finished
first among the current SLUH
runners. Despite the alumni’s
clinching first and second place
in the race, SLUH’s top seven runners trampled the alumni and
won overall due to the teamwork
put forth, especially by Tom Rubio.
Last year, the cross country
team dominated the state competition, ultimately winning the

game of the season against St.
Xavier High School in Louisville,
Ky. on Aug. 30. Slaughter believes
that this first game will be one of
the biggest of the season.
“They finished fourth in the
country last year,” said Slaughter.
“We played them last year and lost
1-0, so we know that that’s like
our measuring stick. If we play
well against them, then we know
how we’ll stack up the rest of the
year.”

The team has a lot of positive
energy going into the season. The
players are confident in all of the
work that they have put in thus
far and expect big things out of
themselves and each other.
“The talent and the depth we
have on the team put us in a really
good position,” said Robinson.
“We’ll definitely be solid in the
back. We just need to find a way
to score some goals, and we’ll be
great.”

photo | Mark Rieke

first place trophy.
“This season, I would really
like to win state as a team again,”
Sullivan said. “We have a lot of
really good guys returning from
last year so I think we have a good
shot.”
Hennessey and Hogan both
ran over 400 miles this summer,
and they plan to be fierce competitors at the varsity level.
“I love the challenge of running,” said Hennessey. “Being a
top runner requires tremendous
discipline. It means that you run
whether you feel like it or not,
whether it is stinking hot or freezing cold, and during the season it
means you work extra hard every
day.”
Senior captain Alexander Peraud confidently stated, “We got a
good crop this year.”

SwimBills add freshmen, hope to take MCC
BY Halpin
REPORTER

S

Burke

ix thousand yards: that’s how
much the Saint Louis U. High
swim team has been averaging
per practice in preparation for the
2013 high school season.
“The team shows up to work
out hard every day,” said head
coach Joe Esposito. With hard
time intervals and long yards to
swim, the team has certainly been
doing just that.
Over the next three months,

the swimmers will participate in
17 meets, seven of which will be
at their home pool, Forest Park
Community College.
In any swim meet, participants race in 11 events, swimming strokes such as butterfly,
backstroke, breaststroke, and
freestyle.
“We’ve got an outstanding
freshman class this year,” said
assistant coach Kevin Moore on
what will make this year extraordinary for the Swimbills.

“(Junior) Luke Sloan will certainly be the swimmer to watch
this year,” Esposito said. “He has
the smoothest stroke I’ve ever
seen.”
The Jr. Bills are looking for
another MCC conference win this
year.
“Overall, I’m very excited for
our team this year,” said senior
captain Jack Brauer.
The Jr. Bills swim in their first
meet on Sept. 7 at the Marquette
Relays at 9 a.m.

Acc. Chem teacher Charlie Busenhart speaks to parents at Wednesday’s
Back to School Night.
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Kavanaugh leads group to Ireland to carry on trip’s tradition
BY Marty
REPORTER
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Johnson

T

raveling to foreign countries
during summer vacation
has long been a part of the long
list of opportunities offered to
SLUH students. Thanks to English teacher John Kavanaugh and
2012-’13 ASC volunteer Jim Santel, the trip to Ireland continued
to be on that list last summer.
First created by former Irish
Literature teacher Bill George
nearly 20 years ago, the trip’s
purpose is to showcase Ireland’s
unique and beautiful nature, culture, and history. This summer,
six seniors (Alex Tarter, Sam
Wilhelm, Brian Suhre, Mitchell Starrs, Kenneth Warner, and
Chris Gys) were accompianed
by Santel and Kavanaugh on the
two-week trip.
“When I was hired, the hope
was that I would be teaching Irish
Literature and I could continue
the trip,” Kavanaugh said. “We did
some pretty exciting things.”
The group spent two days at
the beginning of the trip in Dublin, the capital of Ireland. While
there, they saw the Book of Kells,
an ancient manuscript that’s 1300
years old which Kavanaugh said
beautifully illustrates the Scriptures. From there, they headed
north.
“We went to Belfast in Northern Ireland, and we spent a lot of
time on the west coast,” said Kavanaugh.
During its time on the west
coast, the group visited Slieve,
home of Europe’s tallest sea cliffs.
“It was spectacular,” Kavanaugh said.
They also climbed Croagh
Patrick, one of Ireland’s tallest and
most storied mountains. It is said
that Saint Patrick climbed Croagh Patrick and then fasted for 40
days and nights at the summit.
But when asked what the
standout moment of the trip was
for him, Kavanaugh pointed to

From left to right: Brian Suhre, Chris Gys, Sam Wilhelm, Alex Tarter, Kenneth Warner, and Mitchell Starrs.

the time he spent halfway up the
mountain waiting for the others
to come back down.
“I had some time alone. It
was really peaceful. I had my iPad
with me so I decided to make an
observation video. I focused on a
creek that ran down the side of the
mountain and into this gorgeous
bay called Clew Bay. It was a very
spiritual experience for me,” said
Kavanaugh.
The trip will be offered again
this year and is open to all seniors
and Kavanaugh strongly encourages it for anyone who wants to
learn more about Ireland or simply wants to visit a new place.
“It’s well worth it,” Kavanaugh said.

photo | courtesy of John Kavanaugh

Campus ministry adds new summer
immersion trip to Appalachia
BY Michael Smith and Jack
Kiehl
REPORTER, CORE STAFF

I

n late July, seven St. Louis U.
High students and one alumnus, led by faculty chaperones
Tim Moore, Meg Beugg, and Simonie Anzalone, traveled to Barren Springs, Va. for a summer
immersion trip to Mission Appalachia. The trip had been offered
over spring break for the past
three years.
The decision to offer a summer immersion trip came after
a discussion with Campus Ministry and the administration on
the possibility of adding immersion trips in the summer after researching other area schools and
other Jesuit schools.
A summer trip to the poverty-stricken town in the Appalachian Mountains was chosen for
its accessibility to students, since
it would not conflict with school
or other spring break plans.
The group did service around
the community such as chopping
wood for an elderly couple and

building a chicken coop.
“I wanted to do a service trip,
but I could never make one during the (school year). So when
this one in the summer came up,
I decided to do it,” said senior
Christian Seigfried.
The trip was similar to trips
in years past, as the program from
the spring break trips was adapted
for the summer.
One major difference, however, was that since the group was
smaller than other Appalachia
trips, the 11 students were able
to stay on a self-sustaining farm.
They prepared meals from fruits
and vegetables grown on the farm
and meat from the cows, chickens, and pigs.
“We picked our fruits and
vegetables and we used the beef
from their animals and made all
of their meals there,” said Anzalone.
Anzalone hopes to host a
similar Appalachia trip next summer, in addition to the Urban
Challenge Program.

The group poses on Croagh Patrick.

Urban Challenge increases poverty awareness

BY Connor
REPORTER

S

FitzGerald

even seniors and three faculty members participated in
the annual Urban Challenge service project in Camden, N.J. for a
week in the middle of July, serving at different underprivileged
institutions each day.
The seven seniors who participated in the program were
Justin Lukas, Ross Roth-Johnson,
Andy Ney, Sean Mulligan, Jake
Bava, Patrick Ogden, and Adam
Cooley. History teacher Tom
Kickham, mathematics teacher
Nicholas Ehlman, and Fr. John
Lan Tran, S.J. went with seven rising seniors to Urban Challenge.
Daily service sites consisted
of a homeless shelter where the
group cooked and served food
to the homeless and spoke with
them, a free day camp for young
underprivileged children, an urban farm where the group saw

firsthand how hard it is to get
fresh produce in the urban inner city environment, and a food
bank where the group helped out
with organizing all the food that
was donated.
The group reported spending time and talking with different types of people in vulnerable
positions, who would often spend
time with and talk with.
Each night the students participated in exercises to help them
get immersed deeper into the
project and help them understand
the situation of those they were
helping.
“We did exercises to make
ourselves more aware of property
in our lives,” said Kickham. “One
of the most interesting things that
we did was playing Monopoly.
Instead of having everyone start
with the same amount of money,
some started with very little and
some started with a lot of money.

Very rarely was one with little
money able to stay in the game
long at all.”
The SLUH group worked
alongside groups from two other
area high schools and a youth
group from Florida.
“The SLUH students really
shined bright out of the groups,”
said Kickham. “They really were
the all-stars of the project. They
were always first to answer questions and first to put themselves
out there during the exercises of
the project.
“We have this whole idea” of
Men for Others. This service trip
taught me and hopefully taught
those seniors that it should really
be Men with Others; we should
be putting ourselves out into the
open and be stepping out of our
comfort zone and putting ourselves in others’ shoes,” said Kickham.
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Kenyon, U. of Iowa, summer writing
workshops develop student voices
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BY Noah Weber and Sam Chechik
REPORTERS

Sam
Beckmann

Ryan Bub

Oakville
High
School.

Forest Park
Community
College.

and the techniques that I learned,”
said Johnson. “Writing is just like
exercising or playing a sport. You
have to practice all the time to get
better at it and just write every
day.”
All of the students who went
to the camp chose some of their
favorite pieces they wrote to be
put to a students’ anthology. They
also received a copy of the most
recent Kenyon Review, the college’s literary magazine.
Reflecting on the idea of
returning to Kenyon, Lux said,
“Gambier, Ohio, is a wonderful
place… It’s a town of 400 people
and I would never want to live
there. But I miss the people I met.”
The next month, graduate of
the 2012 Kenyon Workshop and
senior Jacob Hilmes attended a
similar workshop-based camp in
Iowa City. In comparing the two
experiences, Hilmes admitted

Kenyon did better fostering relationships between campers, while
the leadership he received at U. of
Iowa was difficult to top.
“So much of Kenyon was
about having fun with kids that
were just like you,” said Hilmes.
“But at Iowa I learned from some
of the best teachers I’ve ever had
... I learned a lot more there.”
Hilmes learned not only
about the technicalities of writing
well, but also of a personal love of
poetry.
“About two months before
the program we had to compile
some pieces we’d written, and I
had all these poems and I wasn’t
all that proud of them…. But we
did this thing called Workshop
where people read my poems and
said ‘Oh man, that’s great,” and I
was really surprised. So I just took
that and ran with it,” said Hilmes.

What
did
you eat for
breakfast on
the day of
the test?

Most interesting reading passage?

What are your
college plans so
far?

What is the secret to your success?

Cheerios,
lightly
frosted.

Man
dedicated
to opera
brought to
tears when
his daughter
buys him
a fantastic
recording of
one.

I’d like to go
into some type
of engineering.
Mechanical,
electrical, and
computer top
the list right
now.

Mr. Hannick’s
prep class
substantially
helped. Also,
taking the test
multiple times
- if I settled for
my first score,
I wouldn’t have
gotten it.

I’m planning
on staying in
the Midwest.
Something
engineering.

Mr. Hannick’s
prep class and
a good night’s
sleep.

A sausage,
egg, and
cheese
breakfast
sandwich.

There was
an interesting one
about sound
waves. I don’t
remember
much about it
though.

Olé, Olé! Kieras goes down to Rio for
World Youth Day with Jesuit volunteers
BY Kevin
REPORTER

T

Thomas

heology teacher and Jesuit
novitiate Tim Kieras helped
spread SLUH’s mission statement
this summer by attending the
World Youth Day festival in Rio
de Janeiro.
Kieras, who is in his second
year of teaching at SLUH, spent

Eleven students immerse
themselves in Russian
culture

A pack of SLUH students strolls through Red Square.

Jacob Hilmes poses with his workshop at Iowa.
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mmersing themselves in worlds
filled with similarly talented
young writers, four Saint Louis
U. High students were inspired
to create works of poetry and fiction this summer at two separate
writing workshop camps— senior Adam Lux and juniors Marty
Johnson, Garret Fox, and Jack
Kiehl at Kenyon College in Ohio,
and senior Jacob Hilmes at the
University of Iowa.
The Kenyon Review Young
Writers Workshop consisted of
two-week long workshops in
which about 100 writers were
separated into groups led by a
mentor. For about five hours each
day, the campers would work
with their instructor in small
groups either writing or discussing the pieces other students had
written, all with the understanding that writing, like all talents, is
improved upon best when honest
criticism is given.
“At first I tried to share some
of my more personal pieces and
I bailed, but I felt they weren’t
as good because of that. As I got
more comfortable with being
with the same small group I began
to find it really, really easy to share
so much,” said Lux.
The camp put an emphasis on
the diversity of pieces the students
created. They wrote narratives,
poetry, and did writing exercises
that focused on sharpening their
descriptions and mental pictures.
“I love to write a lot, and this
camp made me appreciate different types of writing like poetry

9
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three weeks in Brazil with a group
of other Jesuit novitiates volunteering at the World Youth Day
festival. Kieras started his journey
in the city of Salvador, and then
spent around a week in the city
of Belo Horizonte, helping out
around the parish before going to
Rio.
While in Rio, a group of bish-

ops from the United States rented
out a concert hall and turned it
into a welcome center for English
speakers from around the world
who wanted somewhere to go.
Kieras, along with the group of
Jesuits whom he traveled with,
volunteered as an usher.
Although volunteering took
up much of Kieras’ time, he did

BY Jack Sinay
REPORTER

E

leven St. Louis University
High students traveled to
Moscow and St. Petersburg, Russia this summer to explore historic sites and immerse themselves in
the Russian language. The group
arrived in Russia on June 14 and
returned to St. Louis on July 1.
Senior Josh Keil mentioned
seeing attractions like Vladimir Lenin’s preserved body, Red
Square, and a traditional Russian circus while the group was
in Moscow. After three days and
two nights in Russia’s capital, the
group headed to St. Petersburg,
where they spent 14 full days
there.
Senior Jack Pazderka preferred the time St. Petersburg,
explaining, “It just seemed like a
really authentic Russian city.”
In St. Petersburg, the students
stayed with host families and took
classes from 10:00 to 12:45 at the
local Gimnaziya. A gimnaziya is
an academy that specializes in a
foreign language; this one focused
on English.
After these classes, which
were purely based on the Russian
language and culture, the students

would have lunch and then visit
tourist attractions for the remainder of the day.
Peterhof Palace, the summer
home of Peter the Great, was one
of the highlights of the trip. Keil
described a night excursion he
went on with his host family during one his first days in St. Petersburg in which they floated down
the Fantanka River and learned
about the city.
“Just being able to walk
around the city and go explore
during our free time was really
cool,” said Keil.
Russian teacher Rob Chura,
who traveled with the group,
noted that, “By the end of those
16 days, (the students) have made
huge strides in the Russian language.”
Pazderka loved the trip. “The
people were awesome, the buildings were unbelievable, it was
amazing,” he said.
Keil concluded, “I guess I just
learned a lot, really improved my
Russian—both speaking it and
just listening to other people talk
as well. And just getting to learn
the culture of Russia was really
neat as well.”

This Week in SLUH history
In August of 1994, then
SLUH President Fr. Robert
Costello first enacted a no
smoking policy in the St. Louis
U. High school building.
Costello made this announcement through a letter
that he sent to all of the school’s
faculty members.
“Everyone has an obligation to protect, not spoil their
body,” said Costello in his letter. “Non-smokers and smokers will ingest less secondhand
participate in many of the events
of World Youth Day, including
the midnight vigil and the final
Mass, both of which occurred on
the beach of Copacabana.
“The final Mass was probably
the biggest event of the whole
thing,” Kieras said. “And I was
there, there were around three
and a half million people on the
beach, so that was probably the
coolest thing.”
Despite all of the hard work
Kieras put in with his volunteering, he did not get the chance to

smoke, which convincing scientific evidence has proven to
be harmful. This policy was,
no doubt, something we had
to do.”
In essence, the policy
banned almost all tobacco
smoking within the school
building but left a small section of the basement hallway
as a “designated smoking area”.
—compiled
Schneller

by

Danny

meet Pope Francis, but he did see
the pope drive by in his popemobile. Pope Francis wasn’t the only
person Kieras was excited about
seeing, he also got to see the Jesuit
Father General, Adolfo Nicolás,
S.J.
“It was awesome. It was a
wonderful time,” Kieras said. “(It
was) really cool, just to get go to
Brazil, see some cities, meet some
people, and the energy and excitement of being around that many
people who were so enthusiastic
was really cool.”
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Plans and fences for community garden laid out over summer
photo | Ben Banet

A fence erected for the new community garden stands by the Danis Field House. See the front page for plans for the project.
BY Ben Banet and David
Schmelter

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER, REPORTER

T

his summer, a long-standing
goal in the SLUH community
was realized with the creation of a
community garden. The garden is
located on the southeast corner of
the Danis Field House adjoining
the Kings-Oak neighborhood. Although it is not complete yet, AP
Environmental Science teacher
Bill Anderson says that there has
“been some amazing progress really fast” this summer.
The land being used for the
garden used to be occupied by
three houses. SLUH was interested in purchasing these properties
with plans to build a new building
for the Jesuits at SLUH and in the
community to live in. The neighborhood asked if SLUH would do
something to that lot in the in-

terim to increase the value of the
neighborhood, and a community
garden seemed like the perfect
solution.
James Anderson, a 2003
SLUH graduate who works for
Gateway Greening as the Community Garden Coordinator,
worked on the design of the garden and layout.
There will be 24 raised beds,
including two that meet ADA accessibility standards. A wooden
gazebo is planned for the center
with three paths leading up to it.
Plans call for a greenhouse structure to be built in the eastern part
of the garden within the next year.
The raised beds are already
under construction under the
guidance of Theater Tech teacher
Tim Moore’s Stage Crew introductory project.
According to Anderson, the

beds could be done as soon as
next Friday. Moore has offered to
construct the gazebo too, but according to Anderson, “No decision has been made on that.”
Anderson says the gardens
would offer a “greenhouse space
for biology and raising seedlings
in winter so they’re ready for
spring.”
The 2013 seniors in AP Environmental Science built a fish
aquaponics tank in S202. Anderson hopes to replicate that “into
three much, much larger tanks.”
Anderson added that a chicken coop and beehives were being
talked about, but were not in the
immediate future. There’s “still
room to put stuff like that in” as
well as increasing the number of
raised beds.
Anderson believes the roots
of the garden result from a previ-

ous Environmental Science class.
In 2010, the class made a series of
four presentations to the SLUH
administration on topics of sustainability. Topics were a community garden, more reuseables in
the cafeteria, increased food quality in the cafeteria, and getting rid
of disposable water bottles.
Anderson said, “I think their
presentations were the tipping
point for a lot of things around
here. That coalesced a lot of the
excitement and interest about the
garden. It took a while and hasn’t
really come to fruition until now,
but … I’m really proud of those
guys for making that effort, (even
though) they’re not here to see
benefits of their efforts.”
Although it is impossible
for the garden to provide for the
cafeteria food program here at
SLUH with only 24 beds, Anne

Marie Lodholz of the History Department said, “It would be fun to
bring in some of what we grow,
especially as we look to increase
local, sustainable foods … in our
food program.”
Residents of the Kings-Oak
neighborhood will have access to
the garden as well as everyone in
the SLUH community. Students
and faculty who are interested are
welcome to have a bed. Also the
garden will serve educational curriculums.
For instance, the art department will raise a bed with flowers
which will be used for projects.
Furthermore, community service
projects hope to benefit from the
garden.
“People who cook for Karen
House and Peter and Paul Shelter are really excited about using
some of the garden in their service,” said Lodholz.

Google Apps for Education replaces Zimbra, adds file sharing service
(continued from page 1)
Dickmann and Iain Foulds, were
among the 105 participants who
traveled to New Orleans for the
conference.
“We were comparing notes
with other schools, and a lot of
them were using Google Apps
for Education with a lot of success. Back in January, we started
implementing Google Apps for
Education for SLUH,” Dickmann
explained.
Google Apps for Education
makes it easier for Dickmann and
his staff to run the server, in comparison with the Zimbra server.
The most usable element of
Google Apps for Education is
the use of Gmail, though it also

features Google Drive, an online
service by Google which offers
services similar to Microsoft’s
Word, PowerPoint, and Excel.
Other components include a calendar and Google Sites, a userfriendly template that can be used
by teachers and students to create
websites and surveys.
SLUH’s technology team has
been working with Google Apps
for Education since January, so
it is nothing new for the team.
However, they only worked with
the software for a short time before implementing it with students and staff.
“Ultimately, we decided to
(make the transition to Google
Apps for Education) before the
summer to give people as much
time as possible to get used to us-

ing Gmail and for us to work out
any bugs before the school year,”
Dickmann said.
However, nothing has been
perfect with the transition.
“There are growing pains,
which seem like cons now, but
ultimately . . . it’s easier for us,”
Dickmann said.
Most students enjoy the
switch from Zimbra to Google
Apps for Education due to its accessibility and ease of use.
“I like it more than Zimbra because I think it makes it
easier to put things on your calendar and have them reappear
on your phone,” sophomore Patrick Schuler said. “It’s also easier
to communicate documents
through the Google Drive feature
because I know that two or three

of my teachers have gotten documents through the system.”
“I think it is a good idea,
but it is going to take some time
to change over for the older students. For the newer students,
that is all they know,” sophomore
Patrick Rottman said.
Teachers have been learning
how to make use of the new software.
“I basically tried to learn
as much as I could this summer
(about Google Drive),” theology
teacher Rob Garavaglia said.
However, Garavaglia thinks
that the effectiveness of Google
Drive is still unknown, though he
predicts that “it will be easier to
communicate with students and
collaborate on things with them.”
A number of students won-

dered, why not keep the Zimbra
server for email, and use Google
Apps for Education for other purposes like Google Drive and the
Calendar?
“Zimbra is just email. You
can kind of do some other stuff,
but it’s really kind of focused on
email,” Dickmann answered.
“Gmail is just a small portion of
what Google Apps for Education
offers, and Gmail integrates very
tightly with the rest of the pieces.”
Many other high schools, as
well as accredited colleges and
universities, have used Google
Apps for Education. The University of Notre Dame, Georgetown
University, and the University of
Michigan all use Google Apps for
Education, according to Google’s
website.
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Newly constructed brand meant to standardize SLUH’s image
(continued from page 1)
dard version places a trisected
white fleur de lis in a rounded
blue diamond with a white border. Rays of light seem to emerge
from behind the fleur de lis. The
text “Saint Louis University High”
runs above and below a line extending horizontally from the
middle of the fleur de lis.
Schmelter plans to phase
in the new logo, font, and color
scheme gradually. No sport team,
Schmelter said as an example,
would be asked to throw out
uniforms; but as new uniforms
are ordered, efforts will be made
to incorporate aspects of the rebranding.
Similarly, as stationary incorporating the old logo is used up,
it will be replaced with stationary
incorporating the new logo.
Coaches of the cross
country and soccer teams and
parents with the hockey team have
already spoken with Schmelter
about putting the logo onto new
uniforms.
“(SLUH representatives)
said they really felt … the (old)
logo wasn’t really providing them
the flexibility they needed to do
the digitial marketing and some
of the modern marketing and applications they were looking at,”
said Michael Huber ’89, an owner
of Paradigm Media who worked
personally on the rebranding
project.
Paradigm presented four
logo options to a focus group
drawn from the SLUH community. According to Huber, the
process of designing a new logo

presented some unique challenges, including how ubiquitous the
fleur de lis is in the St. Louis area;
Huber guessed there were at least
100 other organizations using that
symbol.
“We feel it’s a more bold
shape,” said Huber of the new
SLUH fleur de lis. “It has strength,
it has confidence, and it does represent a bit more of the masculinity of St. Louis U. High.”
Huber said the rays of
light behind the fleur de lis were
drawn from Jesuit symbols, and
represented “Christ’s light in our
life.”
Geared slab, the font accompanying the logo (see sidebar), was chosen by another firm
involved in the rebranding process, Rodgers Townsend.
“We started a discussion
about redesigning the logo for
the modern era. What that really
meant was having not so much
a logo but a system of graphics,”
said Huber.
By the end of this month Paradigm plans to launch a website
with more than 400 images, the
result of this project. In addition
to different color combinations
and orientations of the basic logo,
the site will include the new logo
and font worked into logos for
sports teams and in consideration
with the Jr. Billiken. Images on
this site will be a resource for any
member of the SLUH community.
Huber says he plans to
incorporate advice on how the
images should be used on the new
website, in order to avoid misuse.
Huber said the website would be

“organic,” helping to guide people
away from incorrect use of the
brand.
“I think the biggest concern
St. Louis U. High has is that everybody in the community take on
the responsibility of maintaining
some integrity within the visual
branding system,” said Huber.
SLUH’s seal, in use at least
since the Backer Memorial was
constructed, will remain unchanged in the rebranding process
“We don’t want to change our
identity, we don’t want to change
who we are. There are certain elements of our brand that we would
never touch, but there are others that we need to update,” said
Schmelter.
The new logo has been registered as a trademark, something
that had not been done with the
last logo.
In addition to showcasing
the new seal, the redesigned sluh.
org website is meant to emphasize
adaptivity and visuals, according to Advancement Officer Ben
DuMont, who worked with the
project.
In the past, SLUH had to rely
on Paradigm to update the images that rotated at the top of the
homepage. The revamped page
allows staff to update the images
from SLUH, so students should
soon notice more frequent changes to those pictures, according to
DuMont.
Beneath the banner, a greater
emphasis has been placed on linking a picture with every story. The
changes to the website were also

made by Paradigm, which has
handled the SLUH website since
2005.
According to Huber, Paradigm also adjusted navigation on
the website with an eye to eliminating redundancies.
Paradigm Media did the
work pro bono, which Huber described as a “gift to St. Louis U.
High.”
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“Succinctly, it was a labor of
love. It was an exciting opportunity, exciting on multiple levels:
to be able to help tell the story,
to help tie into the history and
tradition and to also look at how
to help modernize that and create something that will hopefully
have some legs for the next ten,
15, 20 years going forward,” said
Huber.

Geared Slab:
SLUH’s new
official font
BY Patrick Conrey
REPORTER

I

worked downtown over the summer
and during lunch, instead of being
cooped up in a quiet office, I would venture far from my laptop (any distance is
too far) and go explore our big and beautiful backyard: downtown Saint Louis. I
saw the Old Courthouse, Busch Stadium,
and I even went up into The Arch.
On my way to the great sights,
I’d pass rundown lots, old train tracks,
pubs that used to be the mecca of the
bar crowd, and I’d pass forgotten brick
buildings—abandoned factories, long unused office space—that were turned into
high rise apartments.
You wouldn’t realize it at first—the
transformation was much too subtle—
but the more you looked, the more you

saw change.
The new font of our beloved high
school, Geared Slab, is like reliving my
urban safaris. Geared Slab took the familiar slab serif, threw in some industry,
got rid of the bulkiness and created a
beautiful, slim, exciting typeface. The
base is a familiar font we’ve all seen,
but the more you look, the more you take
in the serifs and absorb the curves, the
more you see change: something lovely,
something thrilling, something unseen.
I cannot wait to see the diverse applications for such an engaging design.
From admissions brochures to club tshirts and from banners to invitations,
the familiar design of the typeface promises stability and its new look promises
freshness—an original twist on a timeless institution.

Senior David Greaves takes new sustainability position on STUCO
photo | courtesy of David Greaves

Greaves, the new sustainability representative, attending a sustainability seminar at Northwestern University.

(continued from page 1)
came to Lodholz and Dickens
with the idea of a sustainability
rep on STUCO.“There were obvious overlaps in trying to integrate

sustainability on a system level at
school and projects student government were taking, and so we
contemplated whether Sustainability should have a represen-

tative on STUCO or if STUCO
should have a representative for
Sustainability,” Lodholz said. “We
talked about it a bit, and decided
not to pursue it initially until we

figured out what the student body
was going to look like structurewise. Then last year, the students
themselves came up with this discussion.”
“We wanted a way to increase
the communications between the
three groups (STUCO, Sustainability, and Pax Christi),” Greaves
said.
“This year, we’re trying to integrate more of the community
in what Student Council does,
and we saw a real movement in
that area,” STUCO Vice President
Larry Hoerr said. “To have more
of the school be heard, we decided
to integrate them into the Student
Council so that there would be
someone who could represent
that section and that growing
population of students who believe in that.”
Although the sustainability
rep position is an appointed one
this year, it may become an elected position in future years. Hoerr
said STUCO wanted Lodholz to
appoint the first person to hold
the position to make sure it was
someone dedicated and qualified
enough to be a STUCO member.
“We know that elections
can sometimes get to be popularity contests,” Hoerr said. “We
thought it’d be more profitable if
we had the club moderator, Mrs.
Lodholz, choose the representative because we knew we’d have
someone reliable and who cared
about the cause of sustainability.
Lodholz chose Greaves due

to his strong relationship with
current STUCO members, his involvement in bringing free trade
clothing to SLUH, and his interest
in sustainability outside of school.
Greaves also attended a sustainability seminar at Northwestern
University this summer.
“He has gone personally out
and sought leadership positions,
so he seemed like a natural candidate,” Lodholz said.
The exact role of the position
has yet to be decided, so it will be
up to Greaves to determine exactly what his sucessors will do in
the future.
“We wanted to use this
year as a trial run and see what
the roles and responsibilities of
this liason officer would be,” said
Lodholz.
Greaves says one thing that
he wants to accomplish is transitioning SLUH to move trade.
“Eventually I think we should
move completely to fair trade,”
Greaves said. “But we’ve had a
good relationship with (non-fair
trade) t-shirt companies and that’s
going to be hard to turn around.”
Hoerr is excited about having
Greaves on board.
“David is a great asset to have
both as a Sustainability rep and as
a leader,” Hoerr said. “He can help
with t-shirt designs—he’s very artistic—and I think he will make
that connection between the sustainability aspect and what Student Council is trying to do with
integrating everybody.”
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Friday, August 23

What the hell is St. Louis thinking?

Schedule R
AP
Snack—Curly Fries
7pm
Back to School Mixer
Lunch Special—Hand Breaded Chicken Strips
Vegetarian—Cheese Pizza

photo | Leo Heinz

Saturday, August 24
Cup of Nations Tournament

Sunday, August 25
No events scheduled.

Monday, August 26
AP
7pm
Lunch

A turquoise typewriter now rests on a paint-splattered pedestal in St. Louis U. High’s Danis
Lobby. The Sterling machine is a part of Henry Goldkamp’s “What the Hell is St. Louis Thinking?”
campaign, an attempt to capture the jokes, dreams, stories, and poetry of St. Louis. The typewriter
has traveled all through St. Louis and will be stationed at SLUH for roughly two weeks. Students
are encouraged to follow the clicks and clacks of the Danis Lobby, type up any thoughts, and submit through a slot on the pedestal.

Schedule R
Junior Retreat Signup Day
Snack—Mini Tacos
Mother’s Club General Meeting
Special—Chicken & Cheese Quesadilla
Vegetarian—Veggie Melt

Tuesday, August 27
AP

Admissions Ambassadors Meeting
Snack—Braided Soft Pretzels
Lunch Special—Stuffed Crust Pizza
Vegetarian—Vegetable Lo Mein

Schedule R

compiled by | Jacob Hilmes

Wednesday, August 28

Leadership 2013-14
—Secretary & Treasurer—

—Student Body President—

—Executive Vice President—

Brian Powers

Josh Keil

Larry Hoerr

—Vice President, Public Relations— —Vice President, School Spirit—

Joe Salamon

—Vice President, Pastoral—

Eddie Howe

Matt Whalen

Mass Schedule

Mass of the Holy Spirit
AP
Snack—Crab Rangoon & Egg Rolls
Lunch Special—General Tao Chicken Skewers and 		
Sweet Chili Sauce
Vegetarian—Fried Rice

Thursday, August 29

Schedule R
Mix-It-Up Lunch
8:15am SLUH Mom Ambassadors Meeting
AP
Admissions Ambassadors Meeting
1818 Registration
Snack—Mozzarella Cheese Sticks
4pm
V/JV XC Fleet Feet Kickoff South
Lunch Special—Chicken Bites
Vegetarian—Pasta Primavera Normandy Blend

Friday, August 30
—Intramurals—

—Sustainability—

Peter Salsich

David Greaves

—Senior Class President—

—Junior Class President—

—Sophomore Class President—

Adam Cooley

Tommy Espenschied

Jack Perryman

—Senior Class Vice President—

—Junior Class Vice President—

—Sophomore Class Vice President—

Sidarth Iyer

Matt Barron

Sam Tettamble

—Senior Moderator—

—Junior Moderator—

—Sophomore Moderator—

Dan Becvar

Megan Menne

Frank Corley

Schedule R
Schedule R
AP
Snack—Nachos
7pm
V Football @ Parkway North
8pm
V Soccer @ St. Xavier
Lunch Special—Hot Roast Beef & Cheese on French
Vegetarian—Cheese Pizza
compiled by | Keith Thomas

—Freshman Moderator—

Tim Curdt

This cartoon does not represent the views of The Prep News or St. Louis U.
High.

