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L

anguage requiring a date for
formal dances and all specific
references to the gender of dates
was recently removed from the
formal dances section of the official, online version of the Student
Handbook.
The previous version, included in every Student Handbook,
reads “We support and encourage
these events (Fall & Sno-Ball for
Juniors and Seniors, Freshman,
Sophomore and Junior Class
Dances and the Senior Prom) to
introduce to the students a more
formal, social setting and also to
help formulate proper manners
and behavior between males and
females. Dates of opposite gender
are required.”
In the revised and now official version, the ten italicized
words have been removed. This
change was made in the “last couple weeks,” according to Assistant
Principal for Student Life Brock
Kesterson.
“What we’re allowing for is
if a student wants to come to a
dance by himself, he doesn’t have
to come with a girl,” said principal
John Moran.
“This has been something
that probably should have, I guess,
officially been removed from the
handbook years ago. The reason
why I say that is it’s a policy that
we have been dealing with, or doing, for a number of years kind of
on a case-by-case basis,” said Kesterson.
Both Moran and Kesterson
said that the change would make
explicit in the rules the way the
administration already treats
requests by students to come
to dances alone. Kesterson said
these requests have been made
“infrequently,” and he later clarified that the reasons given were
usually that the date had either
canceled or been sick.
“I think that it’s an amendment that should’ve been made
before the start of the school year,
continued on page 5

Goaltender Jack Robinson makes one of two decisive penalty kick saves of the game.
BY Danny Schneller
SPORTS EDITOR

A

fter making two decisive
saves in penalty kicks to seal
a St. Louis U. High victory last
Saturday, senior goaltender Jack
Robinson was crushed under the
weight of all of his teammates and
the hundreds of fans that came

to support the Soccerbills in the
team’s biggest and most elated
dogpile of the season.
Despite the many chances
that the team had in both halves
of regular time and both overtimes, neither team got on the
scoreboard until penalty kicks began after 110 minutes of play.

Going into Saturday’s showdown with Eureka, penalty kicks
were the thing that the Jr. Bills
wanted to avoid most of all. Eureka had used PKs the Tuesday
before to knock out Vianney—the
second highest ranked team in
Saint Louis—after relying heavily
on defensive tactics that includ-

Pax Christi attends D.C.
Teach-In
for social justice
Connor FitzGerald
BY
REPORTER

M

embers of St. Louis U.
High’s Pax Christi group
and six teacher chaperones visited
Washington D.C. last Saturday
through Monday to attend the
Ignatian Teach-In; along the way,
the group proposed ideas to the
two United States senators from
Missouri, Claire McCaskill and
Roy Blunt.
The Ignatian Teach-In is a
conference of Jesuit high schools
and colleges from across the
country.
“I thought it was important
that our students were able to
meet other people from completely different backgrounds,
but they all had similar interest
in the topics at hand during the
teach-in,” said theology teacher
and Pax-Christi moderator Rob
Garavaglia.
The theme of this year’s Ignatian Teach-In was “Illuminate the
Horizon of Hope.” The theme is
an excerpt from a quote of Pope
Francis in regards to social justice.

The Teach-In took place just
outside downtown Washington,
D.C. at the Crystal City Gateway
Marriott. The event focused on
finding ways to help people that
are excluded from having a social
voice.
“Since these people don’t
have a voice, we as Pax Christi feel
it is our duty to give these people a
voice that will help their lives extremely,” said Garavaglia.
The teach-in featured five
keynote speakers: James Martin,
S.J., Peggy O’Neill, Sarita Gupta,
Kyle Kramer, and Dan Misleh.
They led discussions on topics
concerning social peace and justice.
“I really enjoyed the speakers
a lot,” said senior Will Abernathy.
“I felt that they brought ideas that
really are important to me.”
Martin is a Jesuit who has
written and edited over ten books,
most notably The Jesuit Guide to
(Almost) Everything, and contributed to news stations such as
CNN, Fox News, NPR, and is the
continued on page 4
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A sudden squall Saturday damaged SLUH facilities, including knocking out this J-wing window. See article on page 3 for more details on this
tornado alley scare.
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SLUH’s Literature Club looks into One
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest and other stories. Page 3
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Wrap It Up
The history of the Chicken Wrap explained, and ideas for the future. Pages 4-5

with the knowledge that they
were playing Eureka’s game, the
Soccerbills maintained their confidence.
“I was confident,” said senior captain Andrew Slaughter,
SLUH’s fourth and final PK kicker
of the night. “I’m pretty sure we
were all confident. Unfortunately,
(penalty kicks) are their strategy,
so some people were a little uneasy because we knew we were
where they wanted to be. We
wanted to win in regulation, but
we were pretty confident about
where we were going, so we were
okay.”
As PKs began, the majority of
SLUH’s team looked on from the
half line as their five shooters—
senior Tim Manuel, sophomore
Matt Frein, senior Luke Nash,
senior Andrew Slaughter, and secontinued on page 6

Jim Crow to Barack Obama
Professor Denise Ward-Brown’s film
chronicles experiences of elderly African
Americans. Page 2
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Hall of Fame
St. Louis U. High alumnus Greg Bierling
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ACES shows Jim Crow to Barack Obama
in Si Commons, brings positive reviews

BY Marty
STAFF

Johnson

photo | Marty Johnson

S

t. Louis U. High’s ACES hosted
a screening of the new documentary Jim Crow to Barack
Obama in the Si Commons. This
and was the second year in a row
that the club has held such an
event.
Directed by Denise WardBrown, a professor at the Sam
Fox School of Art and Design at
Washington University, the film is
a series of interviews of St. Louis’
elderly African American population conducted by current African American youth.
The documentary, which
took four years to complete,
chronicles the experiences of the
elderly African Americans as they
lived through Jim Crow laws,
lynchings, beatings, and the Civil
Rights Movement—all the way up
to Barack Obama becoming this
country’s first black president.
“Last year we presented a
film called The Prep School Negro,” English teacher and ACES
moderator Frank Kovarik said.
“It went well last year, so I wanted
to do it again this year.”
Kovarik said he chose the
documentary because it stood out
to him and because it presented
and talked about many of the topics that ACES wants to bring to
the attention of the SLUH community.
The event was well attended
by students and teachers alike
who were interested in seeing
what the documentary was about.
Reviews of the documentary were
largely positive.
“It was really shocking to

Senior Michael Sit with documentary director Denise Ward-Brown after the
screening of the movie.

learn about all the experiences
that these people went through,
but I still really enjoyed it,” sophomore ACES officer Sam Heagney
said.
For Ward-Brown, school visits are a great part of the job.
“Last Friday I was at Affton,
and I’ve also recently been to
Mehlville High School and Fontbonne University,” Ward-Brown
said. “I love talking with young
people because they ask such
good questions.”

Ward-Brown hopes that the
students took away the importance of elders in the community.
She said that when elderly
people die, a vast amount of wisdom and knowledge dies with
them.
“They are like burning libraries,” she said. “They’re full of great
knowledge that goes away once
they die.”

Kempis club reads and discusses monk’s
The
Imitation of Christ to deepen faith
Nolen Doorack and Leo
BY

Heinz

REPORTER, CORE STAFF

T

he Thomas à Kempis Club,
recently started by theology
teacher Michael Marchlewski,
S.J., and freshman Sam Chechik,
is focusing on reading, reflecting
on, and holding group discussions about Kempis’s The Imitation of Christ.
This spiritual handbook was
written by the 15th century monk
Thomas à Kempis. Kempis, a German, lived most of his life in a
monastery, where he copied the
Bible and wrote various letters, biographies, sermons, and prayers.
His most famous accomplishment
is The Imitation of Christ, which
continues to guide Catholics in
prayer and thought concerning
Jesus and the Eucharist.
Marchlewski, the moderator
of the club, first read the book at
age 18 as a Jesuit novice.
At the beginning of this
school year, Marchlewski administered a survey to all of his
freshman theology students. One
of the questions asked, “What do
you want to get out of theology?”
“About two-thirds anonymously said, ‘Grow closer to God.’
One boy approached me before
the end of the quarter and said,
‘Well, what would you suggest
that would help us do this?’” said

Marchlewski.
Marchlewski chose The Imitation of Christ as an answer to
that question.
“It is not a text. It is a prayer
book with tremendous insights
into the spiritual life for all people,” said Marchlewski. “Few
works in the history of Christianity accomplish so much toward
helping individuals navigate the
spiritual arts.”
Many of the members are
students who want something
more than theology class.
“It’s a guide for people who
in religion class have all sorts of
ideas, but they have no method,”
said Marchlewski. “They want
some sense of direction, and this
book is what they are looking for.”
“It is getting to know God …
on a very step-by-step basis. And
it’s His initiative, not ours,” said
Marchlewski.
“Each time reading is a great
experience. On top of that, Father
(Marco) is just so much fun to be
with,” said sophomore Jack Perryman. “It’s definitely more that just
religion class. Participating in this
is very cool and different.”
Kempis Club, which meets
every Monday in room J128,
breaks up the book, reading one
chapter each meeting. The small
group follows the readings with
a discussion led by Marchlewski.

Chechik organizes the logistics
of the club, including reminder
emails, coordinating snack schedules, and distributing the actual
books.
In addition to reading and
discussing, the club hopes to fast
one day each week, giving up junk
food or something else.
“We’ve already got about ten
regulars, seniors down to freshmen. All are welcome; just come
see me. There is no entrance fee,”
said Marchlewski.
Kempis Club looks forward
to inviting more people and adding more faith-filled events.
“We hope to get more people to come so that the meetings
aren’t just the same guys sharing.
It’s always better to have different
people with different reactions
and different things to share with
the group,” said Perryman.
“They propose every month
having Mass during activity period up in the North American
Martyrs Chapel,” said Marchlewski.
The club ordered copies of
the book for its members so that
they can read not only at the
meetings but also at home.
“The books came in today.
We will be handing them out at
the meeting next Monday,” said
Chechik.
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Zinselmeyer and O’Neil talk
global education in Boston
BY Jack Kiehl
CORE STAFF

H

istory teachers and Imagining 18 Global Education
Committee co-chairs Tom Zinselmeyer and Tim O’Neil traveled to Boston last Friday to tour
Boston College High School and
meet with their director of Global
Education. The two also met with
Dr. Fernando Reimers, the Director of Global Education at Harvard.
Zinselmeyer and O’Neil had
a two-hour meeting at BC High
to discuss their programs in the
area of global education and to
see the school’s global education
center.
“It looks like Campus Ministry,” said Zinselmeyer. “They have
a director and an assistant director.”
The global education center
runs events like service trips and
immersion trips to other Jesuit
schools.
Apart from the global education center, O’Neil was also impressed by the school.
“We’re seeing what they’re
doing and seeing how that’ll fit
into our own model,” he said.
Both Zinselmeyer and O’Neil

chose not to comment on what
was discussed at the meeting as
they are waiting to present the
information they gathered at upcoming visioning sessions.
The two also met with Reimers, who is currently a member
of the General Education for a
Global Century project.
As part of the Imagining
18 Global Education committee
strategic planning process, members will be travelling around the
country to look at programs at
schools in cities such as Nashville
and Dallas.
“Over the next few visioning sessions, we’ll try to find a
few goals that we have in mind
of bringing global education to
SLUH,” said Zinselmeyer.
Zinselmeyer emphasized that
visiting other schools is part of
SLUH’s Ignatian identity.
“It’s really what Ignatius and
the Jesuits sought to do: create a
global network and create an opportunity to go into other cultures and embrace the culture,”
said Zinselmeyer. “What we keep
coming back to is really tapping
into the Jesuit network. How do
we break this local bubble we’re
contained in?”

Krausz accepted into
YoungArts program
BY Matt
REPORTER

W

Thomas

hile performing with St.
Louis U. High School’s varsity chorus during Open House,
senior Sam Krausz received an
admissions acceptance of his
own: he received a phone call of
congratulations, informing him
of his acceptance to the YoungArts program.
“It was a really cool day, pretty surreal,” said Krausz.
The YoungArts Foundation
holds an annual competition that
offers talented artists of various
mediums an opportunity to earn
national recognition, win money,
and learn from renowned mentors.
The foundation offers ten different categories of recognition
including the literary, performing,
visual, and design arts. Each year,
upwards of 10,000 artists ages 15
to 18 apply to the program. The
foundation then accepts approximately 170 artists, 25 of whom are
singers like Krausz.
The artists who have been selected for the program are invited
to an all-expenses-paid weeklong camp in Miami, Fla., where
artists will work with mentors,
take master’s classes, and put on
showcases of their talent. This
week-long camp also serves as a
time for further skill assessment
to determine how much money
will be awarded to each young
artist. Awards range from $1,000
to $10,000.

Krausz found out about the
program after watching a recital
from the Curtis Institute of Music.
“I was actually looking at
some of the students from some
of the schools that I was really
hoping to go to,” said Krausz. “I
was looking at a senior from this
Curtis Institute of Music and a recital he was in, and I searched his
name on YouTube. The first thing
that came up was the YoungArts
program.”
Application requirements for
the program varied based on the
field to which the artist wished to
apply. Krausz applied to the program on Oct. 15 as a singer and
was required to submit five video
recordings.
Performances by Krausz that
he submitted include “In Quegli’
Anni” by Mozart, “Younger than
Springtime” from the musical
“South Pacific,” and other classical
pieces.
“Apparently, it’s just a monetary award,” said Krausz. “They
hope that you’ll use it toward college.”
“It will help tremendously
with college audition trips. Now
they’re a lot better taken care of,”
said Krausz.
Krausz is planning to audition to schools primarily in the
East such, as Juilliard in New York
City, Eastman College in Rochester, and Carnegie Mellon in Pittsburgh.

Quote of the Week
“If a bullet should enter my brain, let that bullet destroy every closet
door.” —Harvey Milk, on a tape recorded in case he was assassinated.
The 35th anniversary of Milk’s and George Moscone’s assassinations is
next Wednesday, Nov. 27.
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Heavy winds disrupt birthday and blow out windows, signs, branches

BY Sam Fentress
CORE STAFF

A

joyous birthday celebration
was just beginning Sunday morning when fierce storm
winds, which had been brewing
all morning, wreaked havoc on St.
Louis U. High’s campus.
“We had to drive through
part of the cell to get to SLUH,”
said physical education teacher
Patrick Zarrick. “There were
heavy winds and almost no visibility. My wife and kids were yelling at me to pull off the road and
I thought, ‘It’s blowing north, let’s
outrun it.’”
Zarrick was traveling to

celebrate the 80th birthday of
his mother at SLUH. Although
storms had been intermittently
raging throughout the morning,
Zarrick and his family had bypassed a bout of hail earlier in the
day.
“It was a pretty wild hour,”
said Zarrick. “It was a really bizarre scene because the sun would
go in and out, but the winds were
gusting. They were changing directions unpredictably, and it was
really unstable—that was probably the most disconcerting thing
of all.”
Then, around 1 p.m., when
the majority of guests had arrived
comic | Max Garr

for Mrs. Zarrick’s party, a chorus
of fire alarms began to shriek.
“At that point, Mike, the security guard, came in and we went
down to the room where the fire
alarm system is housed, called the
maintenance director, Rick Figge,
and with his guidance made several attempts to reset the system,”
said Zarrick. “Every time we did,
the alarm would go back off.”
While Zarrick and the others
were trying to reset fire alarms, a
cousin of Zarrick’s was walking
past the Statue of Mary near the
northeast end of SLUH’s campus when a storm window from
the Ignatian conference room

Japanese Club brings “less
structured” learning
BY Rick Garner
REPORTER

T

Lit Club concludes Cuckoo;
on to poetry, short stories
BY Jack Perryman
REPORTER

T

his past Monday, the Literature Club finished the discussion of its first book, Ken Kesey’s
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.
The club began as an attempt to
extend the experience that Noah
Weber and a group of other seniors had while reading James
Joyce’s Ulysses with fellow students over the summer.
“It’s a joint student-teacher
book club,” said Weber. “I’ve always enjoyed English class, and I
thought it would be neat to give
students and teachers a chance to
read together.”
English teachers John Kavanaugh and Frank Kovarik responded to Weber originally, but
other teachers like English teacher Barbara Osburg, math teacher
Frank Corley, and social studies
teacher Tom Kickham have also
been involved.
The club will begin reading
poems and stories starting on
Monday, at their next meeting.
Kavanaugh hopes that some form
of tribute will be paid to Irish poet
Seamus Heaney, who died earlier
this year. Although some of Heaney’s poems may be read, there
is no set calendar for the club thus
far.
“We don’t have any far reaching goals. We set our own pace.
If that means one book a quarter,
then that’s great,” said Weber.
There are no real moderators

of the group. The teachers and
students involved in the club vote
on the books, instead of a moderator picking the material.
“We’re pretty democratic. We
like to vote on things,” said Weber.
When it came to choosing
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest,
the club members voted first on
the genre—20th Century American Literature—then on the specific book. The vote came down to
Cuckoo’s Nest and Slaughterhousefive, a World War II satire by Kurt
Vonnegut.
The meetings began at the
beginning of the semester during
activity periods and after school.
Early on, attendance was strong,
but busy schedules for both teachers and students have made full
groups hard to come by lately.
“Hopefully with the lighter
reading load, more people will be
able to go to the meetings,” said
Corley.
“We’ve had really good discussions. They’ve given everyone in the group an opportunity
to read and discuss with people
they don’t usually have class with
… I’ve really enjoyed them,” said
Corley.
“The discussions have been
great because the club is essentially the ideal English class; everyone is involved and passionate
about the topic,” said Kavanaugh.
The club invites new members to meetings on Fridays in
room M215.

crashed to the ground.
“Fortunately, the glass and
window frame missed my cousin’s
kids by about 8 feet,” said Zarrick.
In the meantime, Zarrick
and other maintenance workers
continued to look for a solution
to the fire alarm problem.
Rankin guessed that the
alarm had been set off by water short circuiting a rooftop
smoke detector by being blown
in through a conduit. He called
maintenance director Rick Figge,
who called in maintenance worker Steve DeBrecht to help investigate and deactivate the alarm. For
a temporary fix, the team discon-

his year, the Japanese Language Learning Club joined
the St. Louis U. High club scene.
Formed by juniors John Bui and
Andrew Welby, the Japanese Language Learning Club, or simply
the Japanese Club, is centered
on learning the language in “a
less structured environment
than a classroom,” said senior Joe
Ponzillo, a member of the club.
The Japanese Club meets
in the Russian classroom on
Wednesdays at activity period.
Meetings typically consist of
looking at Japanese language educational materials and using language learning software. The club
normally draws about 10 to 15
students each meeting and new
members are always welcome.
“The club isn’t as much about
the cultural education like the
Chinese club,” says Ponzillo, who
is vice president of the Chinese
club. “It’s mostly about the learning of the language, not the customs.”
The club was started by cofounded by Welby, who serves
as the club’s president, and Bui,
who is the vice president. The
pair shared a desire to learn more
about all things Japanese.
“Andrew came up to me
one day and wanted to know if I
would be interested in starting a
Japanese Club because he knew I
was a regular member in the Anime Club,” said Bui. “I agreed to it
because I would love to see it integrated into the Anime Club’s activities. I really wanted to put the
traditional culture of the country
together with the pop culture we
enjoy.”
“I’m hoping to get to know

some of the guys that I haven’t
been able to interact with yet, and
to help them to have a great time.
I’m also hoping to learn a little bit
of Japanese while I’m at it,” said
the club’s moderator, ASC volunteer Scott Hessel.
“When we asked Mr. Hessel,
our thinking was that he was an
English teacher, so he must know
something about learning a language. He’s also very friendly. He
has this great nature about him.
He’s very chill,” says Bui.
“Honestly, I was pretty excited that (Welby) asked me. As
an ASC teacher, the whole reason that I am here is to serve the
school and the students in whatever way possible. If that requires
me to help schedule meetings and
do what I can to help students
learn a language that I don’t know
even a little bit, then right on. I
can do that,” said Hessel.
“Our club is still in the process of growing and developing. This is a new experience for
Andrew and I. With time, I look
forward to what we will be able to
do,” said Bui. “Nothing is fully together at its start. We are still trying to figure out what works, what
doesn’t work, and what’s best for
the club. So, for now, patience and
time are the most essential things
for us.”
“These guys’ eagerness to
learn is pretty inspiring,” said
Hessel. “On top of everything
that they have going on here,
they want to learn another language on the side. It’s amazing.
With the busyness of all of our
lives, there’s a temptation to start
to look at learning as a burden.
But, in a small yet profound way,
these guys have reminded me that
education really is a privilege, and
that learning never really stops.”

nected the alarm system.
On Monday morning, Figge
confirmed that the alarms had
been set off when an HVAC unit
got some water in the conduit
from the high winds.
The damage caused was almost completely a result of the
heavy winds, as trash cans and
metal signs around SLUH’s campus toppled over and several large
trees lost branches as well.
Rankin said he currently
does not have a cost estimate for
any damage done by the storm,
and several rooftop damages have
already been fixed.

Q-bowl stays
unbeatable
BY Matt
REPORTER

Godar

T

he Saint Louis U. High varsity
Scholar Bowl team remained
unbeatable this Tuesday, as they
handled Cor Jesu, Nerinx, and a
Rosati Kain team at half strength.
A variety of students have
had a chance to compete so far.
“We can sub a lot of guys
in and still comfortably win our
matches. The participation is
great, and the success is great,”
said coach Frank Corley.
“All four people are subbing
out, and we’re still winning by
comfortable margins,” said junior
Conner Brinkmann.
Since much of the team is
made up of seniors, there is concern for the future of the team.
However, Corley is confident that
the juniors will fill the seniors’
shoes quite well.
“We’ve had a lot of juniors
step up this year, and they’ve been
able to get a lot of varsity experience this year because we’ve been
able to rotate so many guys in,”
said Corley. “To see them step up
like that—it gives a lot of hope for
next year.”
One team could still pose a
threat to the team’s flawless record: Lutheran South, having a
solid year, has been a constant
competitor to SLUH the past few
years.
The JV team also won all of
its games. The team’s only trouble
arose when playing Vianney. The
game came down to the last question, but SLUH answered correctly to beat Vianney by ten points.
The scoring was very balanced
and spread around, as everybody
got a chance to compete in the
academic arena.
“Everyone either answered
a question or helped to answer
one. It really was a team effort to
get the wins,” said sophomore Michael Hayes.
comic | Tom Fields
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Bierling, ’99, into
UMSL-HOF
field but a fierce competitor on the
BY Thomas Williams
STAFF

S

t. Louis U. High alum Greg Bierling, ’99, will be inducted into the
University of Missouri at St. Louis
(UMSL) Baseball Hall of Fame in
2014.
According to UMSL Daily,
“Greg Bierling was a four-year standout pitcher on the baseball team from
2000-03. He still owns career records
for wins (23), strikeouts (244) and innings pitched (299.2) and is fourth
all-time in earned run average (2.97).
Bierling helped the program to its first
and only GLVC Tournament championship and a berth in the NCAA Regional Tournament. That season, he
recorded 88 strikeouts, which ranks
second all-time on the single season
charts, and posted an ERA of 2.67,
which ranks fifth. His 97.2 innings
pitched that season is third most. For
his efforts, Bierling was a First Team
All-GLVC and All-Region selection.”
Bierling was traveling to Kansas
City to see family when he received a
phone call from the athletic director
at UMSL, who told him the news.
“It was kind of out of the blue, (I
was) a little surprised and honored all
at the same time,” Bierling said.
Bierling made the varsity baseball team at SLUH as a freshman.
Bierling said he didn’t play much
his freshman year, but still remembers when the team went to the state
championship in Columbia, Mo. in
1997.
“I had an opportunity to pitch in
the state semifinal game and that was
pretty exciting. That was probably one
of the most (intense) situations I had
came into,” said Bierling.
Bierling entered the game in the
bottom of the ninth inning with the
score tied, and a 2-0 count on the batter.
“I ended up throwing one of my
best changeups ever, (which) actually
ended up being a wild pitch, and I still
remember that pitch to this day.”
Baseball Coach Steve Nicollerat
still remembers the pitch: “The starter
just walked three guys. If he walks another guy, the game is over. So I bring
Greg in. First pitch is strike one, 2-1.
He throws a 2-1 changeup that acted
sort of like a sinker and our catcher
didn’t handle it. They scored on a wild
pitch,” said Nicollerat.
“It was a unique situation,” said
Bierling. “It was like, ‘Damn that was
a damn good pitch,’ but, at the same
time, I just gave up the winning run,
and we lost. It helped define really
what I needed moving forward into
my junior and senior year, and I actually got better and better as I got
older.”
Former coach Steve Missey recalls Bierling being a cool guy off the

mound.
“Greg was really gentle, laid
back, big smile, easy-going kind of
kid,” said Missey. “He was a really fun
guy to be around, but when he took
the mound in a game, he was fierce, it
was all business.”
Bierling says he misses Missey.
“Man, I miss that guy. He did so
much for me, him and Coach Nicollerat. When I was in my years at SLUH
I wasn’t always focused on the academic side, but they kept me on track,
and if it wasn’t for those two and Mr.
Wehner it would’ve been tough junior
and senior years for me, I’ll tell you
that, that’s for sure.”
Bierling says transitioning from
high school baseball to college was
smooth because of Nicollerat’s coaching style.
“The way that Coach Nicollerat
structured the entire baseball program: it was a really seamless transition from an athletic standpoint
competing at the high school level
moving into the Division II program
at UMSL,” said Bierling. “From day
one, I was prepared and ready to go
and compete with the best on the
team.”
“Greg had a great career: fouryear guy, outstanding student of the
game, and a wonderful guy to coach,”
said Nicollerat. “I met him when he
was in sixth grade. I met him and his
dad; he was playing against my son’s
team. So I’ve known Greg for quite a
long time.”
Bierling initially attended the
University of Missouri-Columbia and
was ready to give up baseball after
graduating from SLUH back in 1999.
But the assistant coach at UMSL
at the time, Deron Spink, sent Bierling
a letter asking if he’d consider coming
back to St. Louis to play baseball.
“Had it not been for a little letter
that my dear friend and mentor sent
over to me, I may have never had the
opportunity to receive this honor. It’s
eye-opening,” said Bierling.
“When I came back in 2000,
back to the University of St. Louis, I
really took the bull by the horns and I
just stepped right in. Even as a freshman, I wouldn’t say I was a leader of
that team, but I assumed some of the
leadership roles that I could, and I fit
right in with the team, and it was a really smooth transition thanks to the
teachings of Coach Nicollerat, Coach
Missey, and Mr. Wehner and being
able to apply some of the life lessons
I learned at SLUH.”
The Hall of Fame dinner will be
on Feb. 7 at the Hilton Ballpark. All of
the Hall of Fame inductees will then
be introduced at the halftime of the
basketball game on Feb. 8.

Senior Editors Will Smith and
Jacob Hilmes conducted multiple
interviews with food service consultant Kathy Hylla about the famous SLUH chicken wraps.

Cream of the Coop: a loo
Shredded Cheese (Schreiber)

Chicken Strips (Brakebush)

The Artist: SLUH’s most
famous food, undoubtedly the
chicken wrap, is made solely by
food service consultant Kathy
Hylla.

Special Occasions: Outside
of the cafeteria, Hylla offers the
wraps to special events such as
sports banquets, and recently,
teacher lunches.

Lite Ranch Dressing (Ken’s)

Far-away Meats: Although
SLUH’s bacon is bought locally, chicken tenders can come
from various wayward chickens.
SLUH’s food representative reports that the chicken wraps use
chicken tenderloins from plantations in Wisconsin and Texas.

Tomatoes (Cross Valley)

Rare Commodity: To keep the tradition fresh and retain novelty, Hylla only
serves chicken wraps once a month. Hylla
often makes and sells wraps on block days,
using the extra time to keep up with the inevitable hungry tidal wave of students. In
past years, a handful of teachers released
students from classes early to gain a head
start on the crowd.

Even something as great as SLUH
chicken wraps can get old after a
while so the Prep News decided to
get a new wrap served and we need
SLUH’s help. Hylla has agreed to
implement a new chicken wrap if
the school proposes one. The Prep
News came up with a few ideas
but we encourage other students
to send in ideas and in the next is-

Chicken Wrap I

sue we will list all of them and ask
students to email the Prep News
their votes to decide the new one.
Spicy: spicy strips, hot sauce,
jalapeños, pepper jack cheese, lettuce, and tomato
Greek Wrap: chicken, feta
cheese, spinach, tomato, and vinaigrette.
Fruity: chicken, walnuts,

sliced strawberrie
light/sweet dressin
Hawaiian: c
pineapple, with
mustard sauce
Curry: chick
ry powder, diced
water chestnuts,
grapes
Caesar: chick

November 22, 1963 issue of the Prep News ca
BY Jacob Hilmes
FEATURES EDITOR

T

oday marks the 50th anniversary of the assassination
of President John F. Kennedy on
Nov. 22, 1963. As countless documentaries, books, and revisits to
the incident seek meaning in Kennedy’s death, a look through Prep
News archives reveals the significance, or rather, insignificance, of
the event within St. Louis U. High
50 years ago.
As is common with taking
past events out of context, an eerie
aura surrounds issue 3, Volume

27 of the Prep News, printed on
the day of Kennedy’s death. “The
Day Before” strangely hangs over
a front-page photo of a homecoming parade, while innocent
articles below report of homecoming queens, sodality clubs,
and pep rallies.
Sports rival CBC had also
dealt SLUH a deadly blow during the week. The Jr. Bills suffered
defeat at their homecoming football game, despite extensive steps
taken by student press. Sports articles leading up to the loss contained yellowed pages buzzing

Students head to capitol to discuss social issues
photo | Ms. Meg Beugg

(continued from page 1)

chaplain of The Colbert Report.
Several SLUH students and faculty members were able to speak
with Martin personally.
The Teach-In culminated
with a Mass on Sunday night.
“I really enjoyed the liturgy,”
said Garavaglia. “I feel that issues
of peace and social justice are integral to our faith.”
“The liturgy with all of the
other Jesuit high schools and universities was very powerful. There
was a real sense of community
among us as one Ignatian family,”
A group of SLUH students pose for a picture in front of the Capitol Building said sophomore Nolen Doorack.
in Washington, D.C.
“The hymns were very lively …

everybody was singing and clapping their hands.”
The group visited with staffers of both senators McCaskill
and Blunt to propose a raise for
minimum wage workers. The
group discussed how people were
not making ends meet when paid
only minimum wage payment in
Missouri. The meetings with the
staffers took place on Capitol Hill.
“The minimum wage level
can be raised on both the federal
and the state level. We met with
the staffers to propose a raise in
minimum wage at the federal level,” said Garavaglia. “The workers
being paid minimum wage do not
have enough money to support

themselves and their families, so
that is why we proposed an increase.”
But the group also expressed
gratitude for the opportunity to
voice its concerns.
“Advocacy on Capitol Hill
was one of the best parts. Experiencing first-hand our freedom
of being able to have a say in
government was awesome,” said
Doorack.
“After my first time on this
retreat,” said Abernathy, “I would
absolutely recommend this to another student. It was a very powerful experience that should not
be passed up.”
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Lettuce (Cross Valley)
photo | Ben Banet

Bacon (Rocky Mountain)
Supply and Demand: Cafeteria
staff prices chicken wraps at $3.50,
and Hylla explains that cost-wise,
SLUH aims to keep resource price
at or below 40% of the selling cost.

Idea Contest

es, lettuce, and a
ng
chicken, bacon,
maybe a spicy

ken, mayo, curd celery, nuts or
and halved red

ken, lettuce, Cae-

Calorie Count: 300 calories
for each honey wheat tortilla, 130
for two fried chicken strips, 110
for 30 grams of light ranch dressing, 110 for 28 grams of cheddar
cheese, and 160 calories for one
strip of bacon, racking up the
total to roughly 810 calories per
wrap

Popular Poultry: Chicken wraps are the most popular items in the cafeteria year
after year. At the year’s start,
Hylla makes 400 wraps on the
day of. By the end of the year,
she makes 700, attributing the
increase to more freshmen becoming familiar with the divinity of chicken wrap day.

Delicious Decades: Hylla started serving
the chicken wraps 20 years ago when working
only part-time. She wanted to have a special that
she would only serve at a specific school. Another special she used was an ice cream bar. Hylla
hasn’t deviated from the chicken wrap recipe in
the past 20 years of production.

sar dressing, and crushed croutons.
Tortilla: chicken, taco season,
jack cheese, salsa, and lettuce.
Thai: stir fried chicken, lettuce, carrots, and a peanut butter/
soy sauce with peanuts.
Grilled: grilled chicken,
cheddar cheese, chopped tomatoes, zesty Italian dressing, pinch
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of chili powder. Grill the wrap
once it is assembled to melt the
cheese.
Buffalo: chicken covered in
buffalo sauce, lettuce, diced celery, blue cheese sauce
BBQ: chicken, baked beans,
BBQ sauce, coleslaw, American
cheese

aptures world before assassination
with boasts of riveting speeches,
record attendances, and absurd
cartoons proclaiming, “CBC is
the root of all evil.”
And on the verge of Kennedy’s death, students were voicing
their thoughts on a turning point,
not in American history, but in
SLUH sports rivalries.
“We must make this defeat a
turning point. This should make
everyone aware we are not now
Number One,” writes student
Mike Koetting in a letter to the
editor about the loss to CBC. “We
have to roll up our sleeves and get

to work. It may not be easy, and
the job may not be finished this
year, or next year, or even during
the time of anyone now attending this school. But we must start
somewhere, and NOW is the time
to start.”
In the ’60s, the Prep News
published roughly ten times a
year, so the next issue we released
nearly a month after the assassination. Student Charles Helms
submitted his reaction—the only
reaction or even mention of the
event in that volume—in a letcontinued on page 8

(continued from page 1)
should’ve been in the hard copy
handbook,” said Moran.
Moran said the at first practical and then official change in the
school’s approach to dances reflected changes in how the dances
work on the ground.
“It’s a community event …
the formal elements of receiving
lines and formal portrait photos
and even first dances are long
gone from the way in which our
dances happen now,” said Moran.
“Guys arrive in groups, they enter in groups, they sit in groups.
So having a rule there that every
student had to be with a female
really didn’t make a lot of sense
and wasn’t a policy we would have
enforced.”
Moran said the words “between males and females” were
removed from the phrase saying
that the goal of the dances was
to “formulate proper manners
and behavior between males and
females” in order to stay consistent with the handbook change
allowing students to attend dances without a date.
“What you’re saying is that
somebody can come alone, and
you’re not really trying to introduce them to formal settings between males and females, you’re
trying introduce them just to formal social settings,” said Moran.
According to Moran, the removal of references to gender was
not related to St. Louis U. High’s
approach to SLUH students who
want to attend dances with other
SLUH students.
“I’m not surprised that people are interpreting it as relating
to male dates and dances,” said
Moran. “The impetus here was
more about community. It’s not
about individual couples at all.”
The excised handbook language was originally added by
former Assistant Principal for
Student Life Eric Clark, who
guesses that he added it in around

drawing | Paul Fister
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Mueth

n Monday, Nov. 18, the St.
Louis U. High varsity racquetball team (1-0) squared off
against a winless DeSmet team.
In a lopsided rout, SLUH swept
DeSmet 7-0, improving their record to 2-0.
The doubles team of juniors
Brian Kissel and Ike Simmon defeated their opponent 15-6 and
15-10.
As the No. 6 seed, senior
Gabe McCullough destroyed his
opponent 15-5 and 15-3, despite
a slow start.
Senior and No. 5 seed Drew

the 2004-’05 school year but isn’t
sure.
“A SLUH student actually
brought a male student (from another school) dressed as a female
to a dance held at the Casa Loma
Ball Room. I spoke to the SLUH
student, and he and his date left
the dance,” said Clark in email.
This started the process that eventually added the language to the
Student Handbook.
“I do think that someone
who wants to take someone of
the same gender to a dance at
school—they can see this and see
that it’s not even in the rulebook
anymore,” said one SLUH student
after learning of the changes in
the handbook. The student had
already planned to petition to attend a formal dance later this year
with a male date.
When shown the changes in
the Student Handbook, senior
Jake Bava said, “I really like (that
students no longer need dates)
because if your date backs out,
you can still go.”
Senior Matt Whalen agreed,
saying the change would make it
easier for people to attend dances
as a class event without having to
find a date.
Moran and Kesterson agreed
that the seemingly definitive but
out of date text on formal dances
in the handbook might have misled students who did not want to
attend formal dances with a female date.
“It is possible that, based on
the written handbook from the
beginning of the year, that somebody may have taken that (as the
rule) for the Fall Ball. We want to
make sure for (future dances) that
that’s not the case,” said Moran.
This means that the official
handbook is now different than
the copy that appears in the student planner.
The first formal dance since
these changes will be Sno-Ball on
Feb. 8.

drawing | Paul Fister

Racquetball sweeps DeSmet, is 2-0 so far for season
BY Charlie
REPORTER

5

New dance policy instituted

ok at the Chicken Wrap
Honey Wheat Wraps (Tyson)

Prep News

Bollinger labored through a tough
match, winning the first game 155. Bollinger lost a close second
game 15-12 but fought back to
win the tiebreaker 11-2.
The No. 4 seed senior Jacob
Abrahamian trampled his opponent, winning both games 15-8.
Junior and No. 3 seed Kevin
Schneier defeated his opponent
in two games, winning 15-7 and
15-4.
The No. 2 seed, senior Alex
Burbee, rolled over his opponent,
winning 15-4 and 15-6.
After a slow start, No. 1 seeded senior Thomas Riganti dominated his opponent, winning 15-6

and 15-1.
“My serves were what really
helped me,” said Riganti, who had
seven aces. “I got in a groove towards the end of the first game,
and I was able to get through (the
second game) quickly.”
“As usual for a SLUH team,
we are strong all the way through
from top to bottom,” said head
coach Joe Koestner on the team’s
depth. “Usually for SLUH, the issue is if they beat us at the top, we
beat them at the bottom.”
“Overall, I think we played
really well as a team,” said Burbee.
“We were a little rusty at some
parts just because it’s the begin-

ning of the season, but overall we
did well.
The team will play in the Top
Seed Tournament on Saturday,
Nov. 23. Every team’s top three
seeded players play in the tournament, which will give SLUH a
good indication of the competition for this season.
“We’ll get to see all of the
players from around the league,
and that will be a good judgment
of how the year will go,” said Burbee.
The team’s next regular season match is on Wednesday, Dec.
4, against Chaminade.

Corrections
In last week’s article
about Dr. Stephen Braddock
coming to speak to the Medical Careers Club, he was
quoted as saying “The fetus
will have the same blood
alcohol level as the mother,
but the fetus’ kidneys are
put under a larger strain
and (the BAC) will stay
higher longer.” This was a
misquote. The liver, not the
kidneys, is the organ that is
affected by the alcohol. The
Prep News regrets this and
all other errors.
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Varsity football reflects on inconsistent season with talented team
photo |Ben Benet

Raymond Wingo looks upfield as he carries the ball against CBC in District
playoff action two Fridays ago.
BY Mar Lonsway
REPORTER

D

espite immense talent, the
St. Louis U. High football
team closed out a rollercoaster of
a season with a 4-6 regular season
record and a 1-1 playoff record.
The season began on a high
note as the Jr. Bills took on the
Parkway North Vikings. Although down four points at half
time, SLUH’s offense created one
rushing touchdown and three
aerial. Showing ability to run and
throw the ball, SLUH featured a
team with a promising chance to
succeed in their schedule.
Outscoring Parkway by nine
points, SLUH created a large deficit that they had struggled to get
in the last two years against the
Vikings.

In 2011, Parkway won against
SLUH with a last-minute field
goal, ending the night 38-35. Last
year, the Vikings fell to SLUH by
just one point.
After winning against a wellmatched opponent, the SLUH
squad ran a difficult four game
stretch.
The MCC proved a rough
time for SLUH. Rounding out the
season with the second and third
best records the previous two
years, the U. High found itself at
the bottom of the conference as
they lost every conference game
this year.
The closest conference game
was against DeSmet, who ended
their season with a 5-4 record.
The teams traded touchdowns
until the end of the third quar-

ter. After an impressive outing
for both defenses, the game was
looking to go into overtime until
the DeSmet defense chased senior
quarterback Sam Sykora into the
end zone for a safety. The closely
contested game ended in a 14-12
win for DeSmet.
Despite losing, the two-point
margin was a large improvement
from the last meeting, which
ended 56-7. Since 2011, SLUH
and DeSmet have both won two
games against each other.
Coming off a four-game losing streak, the Jr. Bills took to the
road as they faced Lafayette, a
team that had, at the time, only
lost one game. The Jr. Bills, in an
upset win, thwarted the Lancers
17-14.
The game was played with
the absence of star running backs,
junior Andre Colvin and senior
Raymond Wingo, who had been
sidelined due to injuries.
Without Colvin and Wingo,
senior running back Michael
Hall stepped up. He led the game
with 10.2 yards per carry and one
touchdown to end the night.
“But when the opportunity
came to him, he really stepped up.
He wasn’t making those 30- to 40yard runs like Raymond does, but
he was driving it down the field,”
said junior offensive lineman
Aaron Kilgore. “He was running
as hard and as low as he could
every play. He got yards. He got
touchdowns, especially when we

needed it.”
The win was in part because
of place kicker Jake Cox. The
junior, who emerged halfway
through the season, won the Lafayette game on a fourth quarter
field goal.
The following week, Cox
made another last-second field
goal to seal a win for SLUH
against Mehlville.
“For me, it was better late
than never,” said Cox, who scored
26 points after his first varsity
game halfway through the season. “I had wanted to kick for
SLUH since last year, and I’m glad
the work I put in over the summer finally showed. My snapper
and holder are probably the best
in state. I owe them credit for all
the kicks I made; and the defensive line who didn’t allow any of
my kicks to get blocked. It was a
great year, and I love being on this
team.”
After an unexpected loss to
the Oakville Tigers, SLUH advanced to the playoffs to play Ritenour, who had knocked SLUH
out of the playoffs in 2012.
Entering the game, the Huskies expected a similar outcome.
However, after returning from a
high ankle sprain, Wingo broke
out for six touchdowns against
the Huskies. His star performance
was the difference in the game as
they were SLUH’s only points.
The victory led SLUH to
the second round of the playoffs

against CBC, where the team ultimately fell short.
Despite an early end to the
season, however, some of the
athletes have many things to be
proud of and look forward to.
Sykora, according to stlhighschoolsports.com, led the MCC
in completions and touchdowns.
Throughout the course of ten
games, he threw 111 passes for
1,548 yards. Among those 111
completions, Sykora threw 14
touchdowns, three more than
Scott Sinovich of DeSmet, who
threw the second most.
“It feels good. It’s surprising
the way it turned out,” said Sykora. “I’m proud of the way we handled (the season), but it’s weird
not having anything to look forward to next season … I’m glad I
could do it with the seniors and I
thank (them) for the four years.”
Wingo and Hall led the
SLUH offense with nine rushing
touchdowns each. Wingo also led
the conference in yards from returning kickoffs and punts with
461 yards.
On the defensive side of the
ball, senior defensive end Dan Evans sacked the opposing quarterback 11 times. Evans tied for the
most sacks with sophomore Brandon Haberstroh of Chaminade.
For solo tackle leaders, linebackers senior TJ Daniels and junior
Bryan Edwards led the MCC with
84 and 83, respectively.

Robinson’s lights out performance sends varsity soccer to final four
(continued from page 1)
-nior Sam Chevalier—prepared
to take their kicks.
The coin toss decided that
SLUH’s Tim Manuel would be the
first to shoot. After a conference
with his teammates, Manuel was
the first to move forward toward
the goal. He was forced to wait a
good while before Eureka’s keeper, Sam Peterson, decided to come
forward to begin the kicks.
Manuel’s shot soared easily
into the upper right corner to put
SLUH up 1-0 as Peterson guessed
wrong and dove to his right, away
from Manuel’s shot.
With a tricky shot off the
outside of his foot, Eureka’s first
shooter fooled Robinson to tie the
shootout at 1-1.
Up next for SLUH was sophomore standout Matt Frein, who
recalled feeling confident as he
approached to take his shot.
“Something about today just
felt good,” said Frein. “I had that
feeling in my stomach that we
would get this done.”
A good deal of this confidence came from his knowing
which side he was going to, and
that he could hit his spot.
“We practiced PKs every day
in practice this week, and coach
tells us always to go to the same
side,” said Frein. “I felt good going
into it.”
Frein was not full of false
confidence. Rolling his shot into
the bottom right corner of the
goal, Frein put the Jr. Bills on top
2-1.
Eureka’s second shooter answered to bring the two teams
back even at 2-2.

Nash, the hero of SLUH’s
sectional victory over CBC, was
the next SLUH shooter to come
forward. True to form, Nash took
care of business and gave SLUH a
3-2 lead.
Eureka’s next shooter made
things interesting for Robinson.
The first two times he approached
to take his kick, he stopped short
in an attempt to see in which direction Jack would jump. On
his third and final approach, the
shooter drilled the ball in the direction of the lower left corner
of the goal. Robinson leapt just
enough to his right to get his
hands on it for the save.
Little did the Eureka shooters
know, Robinson and senior Ben
Tarter, another one of SLUH’s
keepers, had done their research.
“We had guys telling me
which way to go,” said Robinson.
“We looked it up (Friday) night to
see which way to see which way
their shooters were shooting, so
we had a little bit of an advantage,
and I felt pretty good about that.”
Throughout the shootout,
Tarter was signaling to Robinson
in which direction the shooters
had taken their shots in their PKs
against Vianney. Thanks to their
research, Robinson knew where
each one of the shooters except
for the first would be going.
Owing their lead in part to
the thoughtful preparation of
Tarter and Robinson, the Soccerbills sent Andrew Slaughter, their
fourth shooter, forward with a 3-2
lead.
As he walked up, Slaughter
was confident in his spot.
“We’ve been working on penalties, and we’re all supposed to

know which side we want,” said
Slaughter. “I always go to the
right, and since the goalie had
been diving to his right the entire
night, I just knew that’s where I
was going. I picked my spot, and
I stuck with it.”
Slaughter’s spot served him
well as he netted SLUH’s fourth
consecutive PK, giving SLUH a
powerful lead over the Wildcats.
“I was confident before I
took (the shot), but it was great,”
said Slaughter. “There’s nothing
better than knowing that that
penalty would put us in a great
position. Jack could save the next
one, or we would have Sam (Chevalier) to finish it off.”
Robinson did save the next
shot, despite Eureka’s shooter
running around to take his shot
with his other foot in an attempt
to deceive Robinson.
Despite a natural hatred of
penalty kicks, Robinson was elated to have made the final save.
“PKs are never fun,” said
Robinson. “But winning and being able to go to KC is the best
feeling ever.”
PKs were a necessity despite
the numerous chances the Jr. Bills
had during regular play, primarily
because of Saturday’s conditions.
Strong winds and wet turf made
SLUH’s control-centered strategy
exceedingly difficult to execute.
The wet turf caused through balls
and long passes to skid, travelling considerably faster than they
would in normal conditions.
In a postgame celebration led
by senior Eric Bell and the Blue
Crew, the SLUH fan section emptied out in a matter of seconds to
pile on top of Robinson and the

rest of the team.
Bell was particularly proud of
the turnout of SLUH fans at Saturday’s game, especially because
Eureka had brought a particularly
feeble cheering section with them
to the game.
“Saturday was awesome,”
said Bell. “It was so cool to show
up and see like triple the amount
of fans in our section and be significantly louder. I know it helps
the team.”
After the chaos had cleared,
head coach Charlie Martel was
being interviewed by the Prep
News when he was doused with a
cold Gatorade jug of water by senior forward Mark Robinson and
junior forward Clark Conway.
Despite being soaked to the
core, Martel was still ecstatic
about the end of the game.
“The penalty kick game is
kind of Eureka’s specialty,” said
Martel. “Darned if Jack didn’t step
up and make two great saves. And
we made all of our PKs. I just feel
so great. I think the better team
won. I definitely feel that we had
great chances and just couldn’t
finish. So this was a vindication,
and the better team won. I just
think it’s the best result.”
Martel is extremely proud of
how far his squad has come so far
this season, and has high hopes
for this weekend’s results in Kansas City.
“It’s hard for me to believe
that the guys won their twentieth
game today, and now they’re going to the final four,” said Martel.
“I won a State title in ’73. We won
it in ’03. Now, it’s ’13. I don’t know
if the numbers mean anything,
but we’ll find out.”

Today at 4:00 p.m., the Soccerbills will play Timberland for a
spot in Saturday’s State final.
Martel anticipates some
heavy competition from in this
afternoon’s game.
“Fourteen of (Timberland’s)
games have been decided by one
goal or less, some of those were in
PKs,” said Martel. “They’ve won
twice in the playoffs in PKs. So,
this is like déjà vu from Eureka.
I think they like going to PKs,
and they think they’re good at
it. They’re very good in the midfield—big, fast, dangerous–a lot
like Eureka. They have some goal
scorers. Four or more of them
have ten goals. One of them has
18.”
Despite the anticipation of
steep competition, Martel and
the coaching staff have concocted
some strategies to find their goals.
“They play a deep sweeper,”
said Martel. “So, we’re going to try
to Sam (Chevalier) and Andrew
(Slaughter) if we can.”
Overall, Martel expects to see
a game similar to last Saturday’s.
“I think we’re looking at another Eureka, maybe just a little
bit better,” said Martel. “Except I
think they’re going to come out
and play with us.”
However, Martel and his
team like their chances against
Timberland and are excited about
the possibility of playing in the
State final. If they win, the game
will be at 4 p.m. in Kansas City.
The administration is offering buses that will take students
to the game for ten dollars, and as
always, the Soccerbills appreciate
any fan support they can get.
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No rest for the weary: XC state champs
race again, this time in Indiana
BY Michael
REPORTER

Sit
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t. Louis U. High’s cross country
team traveled to Terre Haute,
Ind. for Nike Cross Nationals
(NXN) last Saturday, Nov. 17.
According to head coach Joe
Porter, NXN is about gaining experience and getting one last race
in. The race involves some of the
top teams in the nation.
Since NXN bans runners
from representing their respective high schools, SLUH’s competitors ran for the St. Louis XC
Club. SLUH sent senior captains
Jerry Amsler, Alexander Peraud,
Tom Rubio, and Michael Swan,
senior Brendan Keuss, juniors
Shayn Jackson and Jacob Marty,
and sophomores Joseph Butler,
Dustan Davidson, and Jake Lepak.
The team’s strategy was to
keep up with the middle of the
pack since the competition was
tougher than normal, and included top teams from Indiana,
Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, and Missouri.
Senior captain Alex Peraud

said, “My strategy wasn’t any different than normal: run the first
mile in 6:10, the second in 6:00
and the third in 5:50. This goal
was hard to achieve because of
the standing water and the mud
on the course in combination
with the harsh wind. The entire
field was maybe one to two minutes slow.”
Indiana did not provide racefriendly weather for the runners
last weekend. The heavy rain and
treacherous wind challenged the
XCbills. In addition to the less
than-advantageous weather, the
LaVern Gibson Championship
XC Course included hay bales
and steep inclines.
“The other competitors were
a lot faster than me. Comparing
to normal days, the NXN winner
should come in sub-15 minutes
for the 5K, but the top finishers
were coming in above 16 minutes, which is very telling about
the course,” said senior Brendan
Keuss.
When asked why he went to
NXN, Peraud responded, “I figured that I’m never going to run

cross country again for the rest of
my life. I might as well work hard
at it for another couple of weeks
and just enjoy it.”
“I wanted to PR one last time,
and I trained for an additional
two weeks. Unfortunately, the
course was so tough it didn’t happen,” said Keuss.
Considering the conditions,
outstanding times came from senior captain Tom Rubio (17:37,
106th) and sophomore Joe Butler
(17:45, 126th).
Overall, the field had 219
teams with 339 athletes. SLUH
placed 34th with an average time
of 18:21.
“The boys raced competitively despite the horrendous conditions. Times were about a minute
slower, but the guys really battled
hard,” said Porter.
NXN concluded the 2013
cross country season after a clutch
repeat state championship.
The team’s varsity and junior
varsity banquet will be held in the
Si Commons on Dec. 5.

SLUH ALL MCC
Offense
1st Team
Marcus Ramspott - WR
David Jackson - WR
Raymond Wingo - Athlete
2nd Team
Sam Sykora – QB
Michael Hall –
RB TJ Daniels – OL

Defense

1st Team
TJ Daniels–LB
Michael Hall–LB
2nd Team
Bryan Edwards–LB
Dan Evans–DE
Dan Isom–S
Andre Colvin–S

Honorable Mention
Nathan Anderson – LB
Josh Keil – Punter
Jacob Cox – Kicker
Chris Stahl – DL
Dan Tarlas – S
Daniel Jackson - CB

Swimming splashes into top 10 at State
BY Patrick
REPORTER

S

Schuler

t. Louis U. High varsity swim
team earned eighth place out
of 44 teams last this weekend at
the State final, after a two-anda-half month season; the team
scored 108 points at the meet.
“Going in, we wanted at least
a top ten finish,” commented
coach Kevin Moore. “After the
prelims, we looked at the points
and learned that that could really
happen. You will always wonder
whether you could get a few more
points here or there, but overall,
every single race was a best time
for us.”
SLUH competed in a total of
five events on Saturday at St. Peters Rec Plex, all of which they
had qualified for earlier in the
season.
The first event was the 200yard Medley Relay. The four-man
relay squad was seeded third after
Friday’s prelims. Going into Saturday, the Jr. Bills were hoping for
a top three victory, but they just
missed it, taking fourth. The first
four top times were all within just
over half a second of each other,
while third place Parkway Central finished 0.01 seconds ahead
of SLUH.
But SLUH’s time did break
the school record both after the

prelims and again after the finals,
which was one of the team’s goals.
Their time also was the 11th fastest ever in Missouri swimming
history.
“Overall, everyone swam
their best times, and we had a
great relay,” commented sophomore varsity swimmer Mark
Franz. “It was really fun to be a
part of.”
The second event that the
Jr. Bills took place in was the 50
Freestyle, where they were represented by junior Colin Derdeyn.
Going into prelims on Friday,
Derdeyn was seeded 21st.
“I really would like to be in
the top 16 and qualify for Saturday,” Derdeyn said last week before the meet.
He took eleventh, posting
his best time of the season. Then
he followed it up on Saturday by
dropping even more time and
taking ninth overall.
Senior captain Jack Brauer
also swam in the event but did
not qualify for the finals; he took
23rd Friday.
The next event for SLUH
was highly anticipated by SLUH’s
coaches and the team. Senior
Luke Sloan, who qualified in every event but one, had decided
with the coaches earlier in the
week that he would swim all three

relays and one individual event.
The individual event that he chose
was the 100 Butterfly, in which he
was seeded second going into the
prelims and the finals. Sloan took
second with a final time of 51.0,
one third of a second behind the
winning time.
Now all that remained for
the SwimBills were two relays: the
200 and 400 Freestyle Relays. The
200 relay team, which consisted of
two juniors and two seniors, came
into the meet seeded 15th overall.
Surprising everyone, the Jr. Bills
took second in the prelims, dropping nearly four seconds. Then,
in the finals, the team finished
fourth overall, posting its best
time again.
The meet wrapped up with
the 400 Freestyle Relay. Coming
in, the Jr. Bill Relay team, made
up of three seniors and a sophomore, was seeded ninth. After the
prelims, they were seeded sixth,
but, overall, they took eighth,
dropping more than four seconds
in the process.
“I told the swimmers that
the only person standing in their
way of swimming fast was themselves,” said head coach Joe Esposito. “Out of the 30 total swims,
we set 27 personal records. Collectively, it was the fastest group
of high school swimmers I have
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Defending state hockey
champs kick off season
BY Thomas
CORE STAFF

Riganti

T

he St. Louis U. High hockey
team (3-1) hit the rink last
week with a 6-3 loss to Chaminade, a 5-1 win against Vianney,
and a 6-1 victory over Timberland.
The Jr. Bills went down 1-0
early to Timberland. With soccer
having just won earlier that day,
the players had troubled focusing.
“We were kind of overlooking them,” said senior Nick
Thomas. “It was a pretty embarrassing game.”
“Coach brought us in and
said we need to step up so we
brought it to them and we were
able get some goals and put them
away,” said senior Stan Pawlow.
Both junior Danny Tarlas
and sophomore Connor Fitzgerald netted two goals on the night
for the 6-1 win. Both players
swing between varsity and JV.
“The swing players really
stepped up,” said Thomas.
With 50 shots on goal compared to Timberland’s 11, SLUH
gave itself plenty of scoring opportunities and let the offense
take over.
“We just went out there and
threw as many shots on goal as
possible,” said senior Christian
Hoffmeister.
The day before, the puck
dropped between SLUH and Vianney. Vianney, despite its lack of
skilled players, always brings a lot
of physicality on the ice.
“We knew that we just needed to be disciplined the whole
game,” said Hoffmeister.
Thomas struck first to put
them up 1-0.
“From there, it just started
rolling,” said Hoffmeister.
Hoffmeister maneuvered his
way from SLUH’s zone to the Grifever coached.”
Going into next season, the
team is looking to be even better.
“We will have state qualifiers
Colin Derdeyn, Mark Franz, and
Colin Burke returning,” Esposito
said. “A huge part of our success
next season hinges on the return
of Justin Andrews. My hope is
that he will swim for the Jr. Billikens and help lead our team next
season.”
Andrews, who is currently

7

fins and found the back of the net
to increase the lead to 2-0. Sophomore Patrick Pence widened the
gap, lighting the lamp twice to put
the Jr. Bills up 4-1. They went on
to win 5-1.
“We knew that we were a better fundamental team, so if we
stayed with our game plan and let
them shoot themselves in the foot
and take penalties, then we would
be able to capitalize on our power
play chances and get a goal when
we need to,” said Pawlow.
Defeating Vianney with emphasis was exactly what SLUH
needed after a tough loss to
Chaminade.
“It was the first game that
we played where the opponent
was probably even with us,” said
Pawlow. “We knew that we were
a good team but we hadn’t played
anybody at our caliber yet.”
In the second period, goals
by freshman Luke Gassett and
junior Tommy Espenschied put
SLUH up 2-0.
With a power play, Chaminade took advantage and sliced
the lead in half to make it
2-1. Later, with the score at 2-2,
Hoffmeister broke the tie to give
SLUH a 3-2 lead, but they could
not hold on and went down 4-3
with five minutes left in regulation.
“When it got late, I think they
pulled away because they had
more experience than us since
our team is really young and not
used to playing in a game that fast
and that long,” said Hoffmeister.
Chaminade went on to win
6-3 after a power outage that
delayed the third period. Brad
Johnson of Chaminade netted
four total goals against SLUH.
“At the end of the day, the loss
is not a big deal, especially since
it’s early in the season,” said Pawlow. “I think we can look at that
game and be able to bounce back.”
a sophomore, did not swim this
year after qualifying for state his
freshman year.
Overall, the St. Louis U. High
swim team performed beyond expectations. After placing 24th last
year in state, and getting a new
head coach, the team has begun a
program that is built to last.
“Next season the goal is to
place in the top four at the state
meet,” Esposito said.
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The swimming state medalists and their coaches (left to right): Mark
Franz, Matt Marcouiller,Luke Sloan, Jack Brauer, Colin Derdeyn, and Peter
Brooks. Front row: Brendan Lebrun, Joe Esposito, and Kevin Moore.
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Friday, November 15
The Film Club had a joint meeting with the Literature Club on Friday to watch the film Cool Hand Luke
and compare the theme to One Flew
Over The Cuckoo’s Nest, the book that
the Literature Club has been reading. This week, the Film Club will be
screening a Chinese martial arts movie, Hero, which is about an assassin
attempting to take the life of China’s
first emperor.
Senior Justin Dussold, a Film
Club member, said in an e-mail, “The
movie Cool Hand Luke is like Lit
Club’s Cuckoo’s Nest in that it holds
major themes of anti-establishment:
the chain gang bosses are cruel, and it
is ironically the inmates who are the
more moral people.”
Anime Club met with the Cor
Jesu Anime Club last Friday. They
watched Durarara, a show about supernatural occurrences dealing with
Irish mythology. The anime club plans
to travel to Cor Jesu this Friday for another joint meeting.
Yearbook met Friday to work on
fall sports and events pages. They also
planned to order club hoodies.
“We have a really great crew this
year—about fifteen reliable people,
which is much more than we had last
year—and they keep returning every
week to work. I am really optimistic
about this year,” said moderator Jennifer Ice.
Saturday, November 16
Sustainability Committee
ran a workday in the community garden. The garden will be dedicated this
Saturday.
Monday, November 18
The Thomas à Kempis Club met
to read chapter two of The Imitation of
Christ. Though some members could
not attend, more joined, bringing the
club to about 15 members. Also, the
25 copies of The Imitation of Christ arrived on Tuesday, allowing the club’s
members to read at home. See p. 3 of
this week’s Prep News for a profile of
this club.
ACES met to finish planning the

Minutes

Jim Crow to Barack Obama film they
showed on Wednesday evening. They
also talked about their plans for a
joint outing with the Staycation Club
to Sweetie Pie’s and the Monticello
Museum, as well as plans for a mixer
on May 16 in conjunction with SoIL
and STUCO. ACES is also working on
the new diversity board in front of the
Main Office. See p. 2 of this week’s Prep
News for an article covering this event.
Literature Club had its last meeting discussing One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest. See p. 3 of this week’s
Prep News for details.

Friday, November 22
Joseph Paul Franklin, a serial killer
who was executed by lethal injection
at 6:17 a.m. Wednesday. Members attempted to encourage fellow students
to take a stand by giving out numbers
to call to help protest. Members also
attended a candlelight vigil at the
Saint Francis Xavier College Church,
where they stood for about an hour in
honor of Franklin.
During the short break Wednesday, students met with moderator
Frank Corley to plan for this year’s Senior Follies. Some early scripts were
submitted.

Tuesday, November 19
Gadfly came out with an exciting new issue. Senior Wisdom Akpan, writer of “How To Have Fun,”
said, “Through much procrastination
and time, we think we came out with
a great issue.” This issue is filled with
lots of laughs and responses to the
new Apple update.
SLUH-PAC discussed the death
penalty with the execution of Joseph
Paul Franklin that was planned for
Tuesday and delayed until Wednesday morning. They also talked about
the “stop and frisk” tactics used by the
police.
The Varsity Scholar Bowl continued its success winning against Cor
Jesu, Nerinx, and Rosati Kain. See p. 3
of this week’s Prep News for a report on
this set of games.
Staycation explored the
newest addition to the Art Museum
and ate at the Syrian restaurant Ranoush on an expedition Tuesday.
Their time in the Art Museum focused on its collection of Islamic art.
Wednesday, November 20
The all-school chess tournament
continues through the week and is
currently in the fourth round. The
tournament should finish up on Monday or Tuesday of next week. Junior
Michael Winkelmann, a participant in
the chess tournament who is moving
into the fourth round, said “It’s a great
opportunity to meet new people, especially the new freshman coming in.”
The main topic for Students For
Life this week was the execution of
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seen through a television screen.
Although the dynamic of SLUH
did not change at the instant of the assassination, the impact resonated afterward through adults and a few rising adolescents. Government teacher
Bill Brown admits that after years of
reflection, the date marks the turning
point in his own childhood, when he
transitioned from a child to a young
man, where he began to question and
lose faith in the world around him.
In the same way that most SLUH
students may not have felt the gravity of 9-11 during their kindergarten
days, John F. Kennedy’s death was a
fleeting moment in the history of the
Prep News, despite the deep impact
Americans voice today.

Schedule R

Adopt-A-Family Drive (through 12/6)
Loyola Santa Shop Collection
AP
Freshman Class Mass #2
Snack—Mini Tacos
4pm
State Soccer Semifinal vs Timberland @ Blue Springs
Lunch Special—Chicken Bacon Ranch
Vegetarian—Baked Potato

Saturday, November 23
4pm
9:15pm

State Soccer Championship
V Hockey vs. Lafayette

Sunday, November 24
Senior Kairos #2 (through 11/27)
11:30am SLUHtique (Mass at 10:30)

Monday, November 25

Schedule R

Junior White House (through 11/27)
AP
Snack—Egg Rolls
Lunch Special—Brunch for Lunch
Vegetarian—Mac & Cheese

Tuesday, November 26
AP
4pm
Lunch

Snack—Chicken Rings
C-White Basketball vs Chaminade
Special—Handbreaded Chicken Bites
Vegetarian—Cheese Pizza

Wednesday, November 27

Schedule R

Schedule R

Thanksgiving Break (through 12/1)

Thursday, November 28

Schedule R

Thanksgiving Day
10am
Thanksgiving Mass

Friday, November 29

Schedule R

No Scheduled Events

Saturday, November 30
7:30am

Thursday, November 21
NHS choose to send money to
Honduras project, T.A.S.K., and an
unselected charity benefitting the city
of Harlem. NHS thanked senior Michael Sit for his service as NHS president.
An informational meeting briefed
students on the Artists of France and
Spain trip to Europe next year. There
was also a meeting Monday. Spanish
teacher Kevin Moore is the contact for
information on the trip.
Another
informational
meeting briefed students on the nine
-city Summer China Trip next year.
Nick Perryman is the contact for information on the trip.
—Reported by Liam Connolly,
Sam Chechik, Alex Wang, Henry Byrne
and Adam Thorp

In the archives, a glimpse of assassination
(continued from page 5)
-ter to the editor, a blunt paragraph
tucked into the newspaper’s crease.
His response to “the hate of man toward man” culminated in a cry that
“a just man has died, but not in vain;
for his cause shall be taken up by the
people; and it will not die.”
English teacher Rich Moran, a
sophomore at the time, recalls details
of his rattled mother, but not of any
significant change in dynamic within
the halls of St. Louis U. High.
According to Moran, SLUH students had been dealing with the death
of four students in a fatal car accident
over the summer as well. The casualties held a much deeper influence, as
the teenagers of SLUH had known
the victims personally, not as an event

November 22, 2013

V Hockey vs Francis Howell

Sunday, December 1
No Scheduled Events

Monday, December 2
8:15am
AP
4pm
4:30pm
Lunch

Schedule R

Advent Adoration (through 12/9)
Final Senior Service Project Meeting
Snack—Cheese Sticks
C-White Basketball vs Vianney
V Basketball vs Jennings @ Pattonville Tournament
Special—Hand-Made Chicken Quesadilla
Vegetarian—Blackbean Burger

Tuesday, December 3

Schedule R

Advent Confession (through 12/6)
AP
Snack—Texas Sweet Pretzel
C Blue Basketball @ Webster Tournament
6pm
V/JV/C Wrestling @ Hazelwood West
Lunch Special—Handbreaded Chicken Strips
Vegetarian—Cheese Pizza

Wednesday, December 4

Schedule R

Jr. Billiken Christmas Shoppe (through 12/5)
C White Basketball @ Timberland Tournament
AP
In-House Field Trip Survey
Sophomore Class Mass
Snack—Nacho Bar
3:15pm Choir Rehearsal
3:30pm Ignatian Evening and Dinner
4pm
B Basketball vs McCluer North
6pm
V Basketball vs Pattonville @ Pattonville Tournament
Cross Country Banquet
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
Vegetarian—Manicotti

Thursday, December 5

Schedule R

C White Basketball @ Timberland Tournament
C Blue Basketball @ Webster Tournament
AP
Poetry Out Loud and Shakespeare Competition
Snack—Chicken Rings
6pm
V/JV/C Wrestling vs Windsor
Lunch Special—Popcorn Chicken Bites
Vegetarian—Pasta Penne

Friday, December 6

Fine Arts

V Basketball @ Pattonville Tournament
C White Basketball @ Timberland Tournament
7:20am Father-Son Mass
AP
Fine Arts Assembly
Snack—Bosco Stick
4pm
V/JV Wrestling @ Parkway South Tournament
4:30pm B Basketball @ Whitfield
Lunch Special—Pasta Bar
Vegetarian—Tuna Melt

