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Record snowfall results in extended Christmas break
photo | Leo Heinz

The grand pile of snow outside of Drury Plaza eveloping the sidewalk.
BY Sam Fentress and Jack
Kiehl
CORE STAFF

A

fter a monstrous snowstorm
caused by the polar vortex
that deposited up to 15 inches of
snow in some areas around St.

Louis, St. Louis U. High cut last
week nearly in half with two snow
days and a late start.
Principal John Moran called
off Monday’s classes mid-afternoon Sunday, one of his earliest
call-offs in his six years as prin-

cipal.
“Usually it’s at four or five
o’clock,” said Moran. “For families, for faculty, for everybody, if
you can make the announcement
the night before and people aren’t
scrambling in the morning, it’s

more pleasant for everyone.”
The two snow days also affected the seniors who were
scheduled to begin their projects
last Monday. SLUH’s policy for senior project snow days is if SLUH
is off, the seniors are also off.
“Many of the schools obviously are also closed when we’re
closed,” said campus minister
Nick Ehlman. “But there are
many sites that weren’t closed,
so, for that, seniors needed to let
their sites know they weren’t going to be in that day.”
“You’ve always got to pull up
the calendar and say, ‘Ok. Whose
life is this going to affect beyond
just classes not meeting today?’”
said Moran.
There were some seniors,
however, whose sites continued
to be closed throughout the week,
with some opening on Thursday,
Friday, and even some that next
Monday.
“The first two or three days
it was kind of nice getting an
extended break, but by the time
Thursday came around, I was
kind of itching to go out and help
someone,” said senior Austin Strifler, who is serving children with
severe mental disabilities at Gateway Hubert Wheeler School.
continued on page 4

Convenience and reliability Nanjing Chinese students
at center of iPad discussion arrive at SLUH
BY Leo Heinz
CORE STAFF

A

fter a semester of exploration
and experimentation with
iPads, teachers are beginning to
see a clearer picture of the usability (or lack thereof) of the device
both inside and outside of the
classroom.
Teachers have experimented
with using the device as a mere
replacement inside the classroom
for their full-sized laptops: to enter grades, to take attendance, and
to project PowerPoint presentations and other graphics.
Although the iPad is a bettersuited device in terms of mobility
and convenience, it requires the
teacher to connect to the Apple
TV in the classroom, which then
allows for SmartBoard projection.
The connection to the SmartBoard accounts for a large major-
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ity of the device’s use inside the
classroom, with the exception of
entering grades and attendance,
which usually doesn’t take longer
than a few minutes.
English teachers David Callon and Tim Curdt have used their
iPads in class to take pictures of
students’ homework, then project
it onto the SmartBoard. They are
then able to mark it and underline
key ideas. Using the iPad as a projector of a student’s work uses the
camera of the device, a tool that
the MacBook lacks.
Theology teacher Jon Ott has
allowed students to use his iPad
to give presentations, a task that
would have previously been done
on the MacBook.
“I don’t know if it does anything substantially different than
continued on page 5

From left to right, Chinese exchange students Sunny, Clark, and Card visit
the Arch.
BY Liam Connolly and Matt
Godar
REPORTERS

T

he three Chinese exchange
students from Nanjing Foreign Language School arrived
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on Jan. 5 to begin their studies
at Saint Louis U. High for the semester.
Students Chunyang Xie
(who will go by Clark), Yifei
continued on page 4
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BY Connor
REPORTER

FitzGerald

T

his year’s St. Louis U. High
Father-Son Banquet will feature motivational speaker John
Foppe, who represents a departure from athletic-oriented speakers.
What would it be like to be
born without arms? The simplest
tasks would become very difficult,
much less getting a master’s degree and speaking about how to
turn dreams into actions. Foppe
has done all that, and he will be
this year’s speaker at the Jan. 26
Father-Son Banquet.
Fathers’ Club President Paul
Shaughnessy saw Foppe at another event and approached him
about coming to speak at SLUH.
The Fathers’ Club chose Foppe
to speak at the banquet because
in the past, the sports personalities that have spoken have only
reached the athletes in the crowd.
Everyone can relate to Foppe’s
motivational speeches.
“The direction of life speaking by Foppe hits a much bigger
audience than just the athletes,”
said Director of Annual Giving
Jeff Cernicek.
“I think especially that
(Foppe) will fit well into the Grad
at Grad theme of loving this year,”
said Cernicek. “He faces his challenges and keeps his faith and
stays positive. Just imagine doing
a simple thing like eating lunch;
John has overcome challenges
such as that. He has also faced discrimination throughout his life. I
believe that it’s a great story that
everyone who hears it should be
affected by.”
Foppe travels around the
country telling his story, showing
his perseverance, and helping the
groups he speaks to turn dreams
into action. He has spoken to professional sports teams and Fortune 500 companies, including
the Miami Dolphins, Boeing, and
General Electric.
Foppe is also the author of
What’s Your Excuse? Making the
Most of What You Have, a motivational book that has been published in six different languages.
Foppe was named one of the “Ten
Outstanding Young Americans”
in 1993.
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V Basketball working 9-5
Despite a recent loss to MCC Rival CBC,
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Engineer Watson aids SLUH in sustainability Green Schools contest
BY Keith Thomas
CORE STAFF

M

embers of the St. Louis U.
High Sustainability Committee are participating in the
United States Green Building
Council (USGBC) Green Schools
Quest. Committee members have
been touring the school with a
Green Mentor—Ross Watson,
who is associated with the USGBC—to look for a reasonable and
cheap solution to make the school
more sustainable.
The project is a contest between area schools to find a lowcost solution, less than $250, to
make a school run more efficiently. The low-cost price has been
put in place to ensure that the
competition is fair for schools regardless of the amount of money
the school has.
The issue that SLUH has decided to take on is energy usage
and the efficiency of the school
itself. To help students have a
greater understanding of the
project, Watson, the commissioning manager at Jacobs Engineering, has toured the school twice
with the students looking at the
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envelope—the walls, glass, and
roof—of the school.
“We went around and walked
them through how the systems
in the building are working,” said
Watson.
The committee has to look
at the envelope and other parts
of the school to figure out what
should be fixed for the low-cost
price, according to Sustainability Committee chair Anne Marie
Lodholz. From there, students
will research and find specifics of
certain aspects—the envelope and
electricity—and then compare
the results with other local area
schools.
Watson has suggested using
a lighting system run by an advanced computer program in the
chapel. He noticed that there are
many light switches in the school
chapel, and most stay on all day
because of prospective student
tours, prayer services, and Masses. A solution, he said, would be
to have a program somewhere in
the chapel so that all the lights
could be easily accessed and able
to turn off.
Watson also suggested uni-

New scholarship to aid
Irish prospectives
BY Kevin
REPORTER

T

W. Thomas

his year, a new scholarship
has been created for all St.
Louis U. High students. Tom
McTigue, ’55, decided to fund
a scholarship for students with
Irish heritage.
“I created the Irish Heritage
Scholarship to honor my Irish
grandparents and Irish parents,”
said McTigue. “I have dual citizenship: American citizen and
Irish citizen. One can become
an Irish citizen if they can prove
their parents or grandparents
were born in Ireland.”
McTigue’s
grandmother
came to the United States in
1896 when she was 18 years old.
She went from New York City to
Chicago to live with family that
was situated there, but eventually
found her way to St. Louis.
The scholarship will be
awarded to one student who has
both the need and the heritage for
it. It could be given to the same
student for all four of his years at
SLUH, or it could be given to a
different student each year.
“The scholarship will be given annually to one student,” said
Director of Leadership Giving
Melissa Jones. “It may be the same
student, but it just depends on
year-to-year what the needs are.”
Students do not need to
apply for the scholarship; the
student who receives it will be
chosen from those who need financial aid.
“Basically, it’s a student that
has financial need, but also has
Irish heritage,” said Jones.

versalizing the heating and cooling throughout the school, as the
J-Wing is vastly different than
other parts of the school. Lodholz
also discussed the boiler room
and adding insulation to some of
the pipes, a less costly installation
than that of the light switches and
computer program.
Lodholz said that any projects over $250 would be discussed
with the Sustainability Committee of Imagining 18 to make the
school more sustainable in the
coming years.
Watson has been part of
many other projects, including
large government projects, such
as working for the U.S. Air Force
in Alaska where he evaluated 90
buildings as commissioning manager at Jacobs.
Thirty-seven schools—ranging from elementary to high
school for schools around the
greater St. Louis area—are participating in the contest.
The Sustainability Committee and Watson must submit the
project by March 14, and present
the project to the USGBC. Winners are announced on April 14.

Engineer Ross Watson proposes design ideas for the Green Schools Quest.

“Colgate 13” entertain SLUH students in
Commons with a cappella abilities
photo | Nolen Doorack

SLUH will examine the student’s family name, and possibly
ask for proof that the student is
of Irish descent, though there is
some uncertainty about how the
descent will be confirmed. If a
student is not found who has Irish
heritage, the scholarship will be
given to a student with interests
in Math and Computer Science.
“Mr. McTigue even said, ‘If
we don’t find someone of Irish
heritage that has financial need,
we’d love for it to go to someone
who is into math and computers,
and a student who has an interest
and excels in those areas,’” said
Jones.
The scholarship will be a
part of the financial aid package,
but it will not take the place of it.
The amount granted will vary depending on the need, but it will be
around $1500.
“It was a unique request,”
said Jones. “And we wanted to be
able to honor it. We were really
grateful for his support.”
McTigue hopes that his creation of an Irish scholarship will
inspire other SLUH alumni to
fund similar scholarships, such as
a Polish scholarship, or an Italian
scholarship.
“One guy has even come up
to me and asked if he could add
on to my donation,” said McTigue.
Other alumni will be able to
add on to the Irish scholarship,
increasing the amount given to
students.
There is a plaque in the Irish
Literature classroom commemorating the scholarship.

The Colgate Singers singing during Activity Period in the Si commons.
BY Joe Laughlin
REPORTER

T

eachers, students, and faculty
gathered in the Si Commons
to listen to the Colgate University a cappella group, the “Colgate
13,” perform on Tuesday during
activity period. The program included songs such as “Hooked
on a Feeling” by Blue Swede, “Is
She Really Going out with Him?”
by Joe Jackson, and “My Girl,” by
the Temptations after a short introduction from SLUH a cappella
director Joseph Koestner.
The group has been traveling
around the country. Starting late
December in Chicago, the group
has been to Minnesota—where
they sang the national anthem for
the Minnesota Timberwolves—
and San Francisco; after St. Louis,
the group travels to Nashville on

Thursday for the final stop of its
tour.
Ben Newman, a sophomore
member of the group, also attends
Colgate University, a private liberal arts college in Hamilton, NY.
He helps the group as a low tenor.
Newman learned about the
group through a friend, saying,
“I had no intention of joining any
type of a cappella group but one
of the guys convinced me to audition and here I am. Before college
I never sang at all. I joined a cappella at the beginning of last year
and have loved it ever since.”
The group practices frequently.
“The school year gets way
too busy between academics and
everyone having their own personal agendas to cater towards,”
said Newman. “However, we do

find time to practice six hours a
week: two hours on Monday, two
on Wednesday, and two on Friday.”
The group first came around
15 years ago, when there was a
SLUH alumnus in the group.
Now, Colgate contacts SLUH off
and on for performances.
Koestner was excited that the
group performed in the Commons.
“The reason we have it in the
Commons is because if we have
it in the theater, only a small percentage of the student body will
be able to hear them perform,”
said Koestner. “When we have it
in the Commons, there’s a whole
bunch of people who get a chance
to hear some really good a cappella singing.”
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Senior Project Spotlight
Students help out at
Litzsinger School in Ladue
BY Nolen
REPORTER

Doorack

P

art of the Special School
District of St. Louis County,
Litzsinger School in Ladue educates children from ages five to
14 who live in neighboring school
districts, including Pattonville,
Clayton, and Parkway.
Eight seniors are spending
their project at this site, and are
working in different classrooms
with children.
The mission of Litzsinger is
to provide education to children
with disabilities. The school focuses on helping the students develop social skills for use inside
and outside of the classroom.
The SLUH seniors at Litzsinger School are split up into different classrooms, assisting the
teachers. They help work one on
one with students who require
more attention.
“I am able to constantly interact with the kids and help them
with their school work,” said Jack
Kinzel.
Liam FitzGerald said, “I
mainly help teaching assistants
keep the kids on task during ac-

tivities and assignments, and help
the teacher with whatever she
needs done.”
“I am working in the classroom simply as an aid to the
teachers. So, I am helping the students with their class work,” said
Matt Whalen. “Sometimes the
kids need someone to keep them
focused. The personalized attention really makes a difference.”
Senior Project is a whole new
experience for most of the seniors.
Kinzel said, “I was nervous
at first … I wondered how much
I would be able to help the kids.”
It didn’t take much time before they got used to working
there. The warm welcomes from
students made the transition easier.
“The kids enjoy me … they
feel comfortable around me, and
appreciate my help,” said Kinzel.
Whalen added, “I am really
becoming closer with the kids
… One of the greatest feelings of
Project so far has been when students request me to help them.
It’s such a new world me. Project
is a way to see the world and the
people around us in ways that we
are often afraid to see them.”

Christmas Album
Raises $400
The holiday album Christmas at SLUH, music by
SLUH students organized and produced by Sam Fentress
and Giuseppe Vitellaro, raised over $400 for a donation to
the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Thanks to the SLUH community for supporting a good cause!
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Chessbills take hit after Burroughs victory
photo | Leo Heinz
BY Sam Chechik
REPORTER

T

he SLUH ChessBills have
been going through a few
rough patches lately with a record
of 1-3-1. After a 22-8 victory over
John Burroughs and a tie to Metro (15-15), the team fell to Clayton (18-12), Crossroads (30-0),
and Belleville West (20-10).
SLUH played Clayton Thursday, Jan. 9 at home. On board one
was senior John Esswein, board
two was senior Alvaro Gudiswitz,
board three was freshman Will
Kelly, board four was junior Lewis
Kelley, and board five was junior
Sam Fentress. Since junior Mike
Winkelmann, who is usually
board one, didn’t show up, everyone else had to play one level up,
and Fentress came to play board
five.
Esswein won board one,
and Fentress won board five, but
Clayton won two, three, and four.
Coach Jim Gioia said that he was
happy overall with the way that
the team played.
“Sam Fentress jumping in
on board five, completely cold
without any practice, and winning, was fantastic and a lot of fun
watching,” said Gioia.
Will Kelly was frustrated
with his loss.
“What angered me was that
my guy was beatable, and I just
miscalculated something though
I knew what he was going to do,”
said Will Kelly. “When I took his
piece, he did what I expected, but
then it didn’t play out in my favor.
Also, the fact we were playing one
level up didn’t help either.”
The next match was an away
game against Crossroads, the defending champion. This was a
make-up game, and SLUH lost

Senior Alvaro Gudiswitz plans for his next move.

30-0, falling on all five boards.
Board one was Gudiswitz, two
was Esswein, three was Will Kelly,
four was sophomore Miles Quigless, and five was Lewis Kelley.
“I made a really stupid move,”
said Will Kelly. “It wasn’t an obvious thing, but someone playing
my level should have absolutely
seen. I said this to myself when I
had the lead: ‘Don’t do anything
stupid to mess this up.’ The move
itself was impulsive thinking.”
“Our tentative strategy was to
have whoever was playing board

one to try to play for a draw because he would be a very difficult
opponent to beat,” said Gioia.
The team played at Belleville
West on Jan. 15. Dropping three
of five boards, the team lost a
close puppy with Gudiswitz at
the helm, Will Kelly on board
two, sophomore Sergio Goodwin
board three, board four senior
Anthony Mueller, and Lewis Kelley manning board five.
The team will play Belleville
East on Wednesday, Jan. 22 and
Alton on Wednesday, Jan. 29.

Robotics Club gets kit, begins planning for regionals at Chaifetz
BY Jack Sinay
REPORTER

A

fter months of meticulous
planning, the Robotics Club
is finally off and running in preparation for regionals on March 15
at the Chaifetz Arena. The club,
which has been reincarnated
from a 2003-04 team that died
shortly after its founding, started
in late fall by calling donors and
registering for grants from NASA
in an effort to begin funding.
NASA came through with
a $6,000 grant, and the club also
received $10,000 from Kathleen
Matecki, the same woman who
donated the language lab just last
year.
The club also began recruiting members.
“We went down to the computer lab and just started asking
people,” said junior Alex Beffa.
However, they only gained
approximately 15 members. As a
fallback, the club sent an e-mail
to the entire school advertising a
meeting and encouraging people
to attend. To its surprise, a total of
60 people attended.
“We were like, ‘whoa, this is a
lot of people,’” Beffa said.
After the recruitment phase
was successful, the team finally
put up $2,000 and registered in
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early November for the competition. However, they weren’t able
to begin building until Jan. 4,
which was when the kick-off for
the competition took place. From
there, each team has six weeks to
complete its robot for that year’s
competition.
This year, the competition is
aerial assist, which is referred to
as a soccer-like game, where an
alliance of three teams face off
against three other teams. The
objective is to launch a ball into
a goal overhead for ten points or
push it into a bottom goal for one
point.
For SLUH, building the robot
first began with drawing a design.
To do this, they had to take into
account their method for getting
the ball into the goals.
“We considered catapulting,
but we didn’t think it would be as
accurate,” junior Eric Berg said.
“So we’re doing spinning wheels,
which will suck the ball in, carry it
up the ramp, and then launch it.”
After generating a design,
the team embarked on building
it using materials scrapped from
the ’03-’04 team’s robot. So far,
they’ve successfully built the chassis with the help of SLUH graduate Greg Eschelbach, who was on
the original ’03-’04 team. Now a

Students speak about a robot design for the upcoming competition.

Boeing employee, he came back
to help design, plan, and construct the robot.
The team hopes Eschelbach
will help them with problems
along the way. Currently, the
team is wrestling with width restrictions. Because the robot can
be only so wide, the ball, which

measures 112 inches across, fits
exactly onto the robot.
“It limits us to what we can
work with. It’s really tough to fit
that huge ball onto our robot and
fit things around it within that
width restriction,” said Berg.
This issue jeopardizes the

wheels the team plans to use to
propel the ball skyward.
Along with this restriction,
other qualifications on the robot
include weight, height, and cost.
However, the team’s design seems
to qualify.
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Record snow adds to days to break
(continued from page 1)
“It’s a little bit of a bummer
for (the seniors), but they’ve been
good, and they’ve been really patient,” said Ehlman.
With the threat of snow on
its way, Director of Facilities Joe
Rankin, along with Director of
Grounds Al Teske, had begun to
contact outside contractors for
snow removal. Rankin and Moran
were in communication throughout Sunday on conditions of the
roads around the city, snowfall communications, and how
SLUH’s cleanup was going.
“This was one of those storms
where I had to know, ‘Okay, even
if everybody can get there, are
(the administrators and 3rd-floor
staff) going to be clear? Are the
parking lots clear? Do your guys
know what the temperatures are
going to be like?’” said Moran.
“We can’t just ask them to shovel
until the shoveling is done. If the
temperatures are negative 10 and
below, you can’t be out there for
more than an hour or so: it’s not
healthy.”
“We were getting a lot of
blowing snow with high winds,
so it’s kind of like working against
yourself when you’re doing most
of the snow clearing,” said Rankin.
Much of SLUH’s snow removal is done by a snow removal
company called S & H, who takes
care of SLUH’s parking lot. With
large amounts of snow like last
week’s, SLUH also subcontracts
workers to shovel the snow and
take care of it with other equipment.
“In reality, it’s kind of the safer way—to subcontract that out a
little bit,” said Rankin.
In the days leading up to the
well-publicized storm, Moran
consulted—as always—a number of sources in order to make
the decision to call off school, a
decision he shares with Rankin
and Assistant Principal for Student Life Brock Kesterson. Often,
Moran said, Kesterson helps out
by driving around and getting a
sense of the amount of snow and
ice on the roads. Moran also stays
in contact with faculty in charge
of other SLUH areas.
“On these particular storms,
I’m almost always in touch with
Mr. Wehner because of practices
and athletic events, so I let him
know what we’re doing. This time
I was also back and forth a couple
times with Mr. Schulte, because
we have rehearsals going on for
the musical and Mr. Ehlman because we’ve got Senior Project going on.”
Moran mainly tuned in to
national broadcasts for weather
updates, but was keeping an eye
on local stations to get a sense of
how extreme the imminent danger was.
“I’m paying attention to news
and weather on any of the major
stations because I figure that’s
what everybody else is watching
as well. I want to know what is
being said, in a sense,” said Moran. “When it comes to the actual
weather, I pay more attention to
national weather services like the
Weather Channel, because they
don’t have that local bias. They’re
not getting excited as more and
more schools call off.”
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Nanjing students arrive
(continued from page 1)
Shen (Card), and Pengpeng Miao
(Sunny) arrived while the large
snowstorm was taking its toll on
St. Louis, delaying the students’
arrival to their host houses.
“It was quite difficult to pick
them up at the airport. Myself and
another host family (the Perrymans) had to take the Metro Link
to get there,” said Chinese teacher
Ching-Ling Tai.
The welcoming party for the
students was also canceled because of bad weather. Aside from
the first day delays, the students
managed to get in safely.
In their first two weeks of
school here, the students say they
have enjoyed their time, along
with the hospitality and support
that they have received from the
SLUH community.
“The people here have been
really nice, too,” said Clark.
According to Clark and Card,
their classes have been enjoyable,
although very different from
classes in China.
“We are getting used to the
classes here, and the way (the

teachers) teach,” said Clark.
One thing that is different is
that, in China, the teachers would
move from class to class, as opposed to the students moving.
Also, a class would consist of the
same 50 to 60 kids, rather than
about 20 different students in
each class.
The students have not had
many problems adjusting to life
at SLUH and are grateful to their
host families.
“They are very kind and
friendly, and they cook very good
food,” said Card.
However, a few problems
have come up with the students
staying with the teacher on the
more complex topics in class.
“Some of the teachers talk really fast, and on complicated matters,” said Card.
The exchange students seem
to be adjusting well to life in the
U.S., and have especially taken a
liking to the American food.
“We could definitely get used
to the food. We always want to get
a snack in activity period,” said
Card.

Congratulations
Don’t stand under this icicle. You could poke your eye out.

Moran also keeps contact
with other school administrators.
“I do talk with several of the
principals at other schools ahead
of time: the principal at DeSmet
and Chaminade, but also RosatiKain, because they’re the closest
Catholic high school to us.”
Although there is never one
item that singlehandedly pushes
the decision to a snow day, several
closings and statistics influenced
Moran’s decision.
“St. Louis Public Schools
closing is a big one, because that’s
an indicator to me of what the
city streets look like,” said Moran.
“There isn’t really a zip code that
dominates, other than the city zip
codes … We pay a little more attention to the Catholic private
schools than the large public
schools because we’re different.
The large public school systems,
including the city of St. Louis, (are
closed) because of busing—we’re
not. We don’t rely on that. So I am
interested in what the principals
and other administrators at any of
the other Catholic schools think.”
Because of the snow, most
of the cleaning did not take place
until Monday, beginning at five in
the morning and lasting throughout the day.
After working all day, Rankin
says SLUH would have been able
to have school in terms of cleared
driveways, turnarounds, parking
lots, and sidewalks, but the conditions of the roads led to yet another snow day on Tuesday.
“We focused on cleaning it
up even more Tuesday morning,
removing large piles of snow with
tractors, to make sure we had
clearing and a safe way to walk
through the outside sidewalks,”
said Rankin.
When school returned on
Wednesday, however, teachers
and students came to class to find
their rooms flooded. The snow
had been driven to the east side of

the school. Since the water had no
where to go, it leaked into some
classrooms in the senior hallway.
According to Moran, the pattern
of two snow days, a full day, and
then a late start was unusual.
“When we were finally able
to come back, we were able to tell
people the night before, ‘We’re
coming back. So if you think it’s
going to take you longer from
your area, then plan accordingly,”
said Moran.
Moran said he is always reluctant to use the late start schedule.
“I don’t like using a late start
unless we really have to because
it puts more students on the road
between eight and nine, when
the traffic getting into the city is
heavier, not lighter,” said Moran.
What no one had expected,
though, was a significant accumulation of snow on Thursday
morning’s streets.
“We didn’t expect what was
supposed to be a dusting of snow
on Thursday to turn out as bad as
it did,” said Moran. “When I started checking the weather around
4:30 that morning, and immediately started looking at how bad
the traffic was at that hour and
how slow the traffic was at that
hour, we made (the decision to
have a late start).”
The difficulty was that they
didn’t have time to communicate
to students that they would need
to prepare in advance as they had
done Wednesday.
“We thought it would catch
everybody by surprise, and I
think it did,” said Moran.

Theater Tech teacher Tim Moore and his wife received the best
Christmas present: their son was born on Dec. 23, shortly after noon.
Grayson Moore was 8 lbs, 12 oz and 20.5 inches long.

NEWS

January 17, 2014

Prep News
Volume 78, Issue 15

Teachers reflect after semester of iPads in classrooms
(continued from page 1)
if I was just using the computer,
but it keeps them interested,” Ott
said.
However, the multi-step process of connecting the iPad to the
SmartBoard has been inconsistent and unreliable in some classrooms.
Although Director of Information Technology Jon Dickmann does not have a clear number of how many classrooms are
affected by a reliability problem,
the technology staff has been
working to make the system 100
percent reliable, though Dickmann acknowledged, “There’s a
limit to what we can do.”
“What I’ve always heard
(from other schools) is, as you integrate new technology, there are
bumps in the roads. Over time,
problems get worked out,” said
principal John Moran.
The sporadic and inconsistent connection has caused some
teachers to sideline their iPads,
reverting back to the MacBook
for efficiency and dependability
when projecting.
“I don’t think (the iPad) replaces the versatility of the laptop
and the consistency of the laptop
too,” said social studies teacher
Tom Zinselmeyer. “Everything I
can do on (the iPad), I can do on
the laptop far quicker in terms of
creation than the iPad could ever
touch, even if I got a keyboard.”
Social studies teacher Bob
O’Connell, who hasn’t used the
iPad in class since mid-September, said, “I was not using (the

iPad) any differently than I would
be using the laptop. I’ve just
continued to use the laptop. It’s
like the dog and the new trick; I
haven’t really found the new trick
out yet.”
Teachers have been experimenting with a variety of downloadable applications that can be
used for a range of tasks and functions. Math teacher Frank Corley
has explored the Calculator application, where a problem can be
written out by hand on the screen
and the software reads the handwriting and calculates the answer
to the problem.
To settle a dispute with fellow math teacher George Mills,
Corley wrote out a problem demonstrating when the arithmetic
mean and geometric mean are
equal using another application
(Notability) and emailed it to
Mills.
Notability and Memo are
two applications that act as a basic empty space for handwritten
notes, diagrams, and everything
in between. Though several teachers have experimented with them,
no teachers have found a clear use
inside the classroom.
Curdt has used an application called Explain Everything
to create a video tutorial for his
freshman classes on how to mark
a book. Latin teacher Jennifer Ice
has used an application called
Educreations to create a few lesson lectures. Math teacher Don
Steingruby has been using his
iPad to make at home lectures,
known as tutorials, for students.
“I thought that was very ef-

fective, probably the most I’ve
ever been with teaching freshmen how to mark a book the first
time,” said Curdt.
Curdt plans to make similar
tutorials for Shakespeare, when
his classes begin to read Romeo
and Juliet next month.
Ott, also the head wrestling
coach, hoped that the iPad would
benefit his coaching and has
found the device to be “tremendously useful” in that area, mainly
in its video recording capabilities.
Curdt and O’Brien, also
wrestling coaches, have used applications such as Coach’s Eye and
Hudl, which can allow for easy
collection, analysis, and distribution of video.
Some teachers haven’t yet
found a groove of using the device in the classroom since students don’t have a device. These
teachers are beginning to envision a world where students have
their own devices in class and the
different possibilities that would
create.
“I don’t think I’ll be using it
as much in the classroom until
students themselves have them. I
am more interested in looking at
it from the student point of view
than (from) the teacher point of
view,” said science teacher Kent
Kershenski. “I’m looking at it
more long term.”
“I don’t think it has fundamentally changed anything, but
it’s given me some ideas, and I
think I’m just beginning to see
what I could use it for,” said Curdt.
Russian teacher Rob Chura
said, “So far right now, (having

C Basketball teams improve to over .500
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History teacher Anne Marie Lodholz uses the Notes app on her iPad.

an iPad) hasn’t opened up any
brand new worlds of opportunity.
It’s made some things a little bit
more convenient and so forth…I
haven’t found that use to the point
where it’s completely changing the
way I’m doing things. To me, (students having them) would open
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BY Luke Findley,
REPORTERS
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Matt Godar

he Saint Louis U. High Cwhite basketball team beat
Rockwood Summit with relative
ease Tuesday night, 50-26.
Although pleased by the victory, coach Sterling Brown wants
to maintain focus on the upcoming games.
“We still have some things to
work on that we saw in the game,”
said Brown. “The biggest thing is
what’s coming next, the Chaminade tournament over the weekend.”
The win improved the team’s

record to 7-5 on the season. But
Brown is more interested in the
improvement of his players.
“I more so care about the
development of where the team
is at than the actual record …
but it doesn’t mean anything if
we’re taking steps backward,” said
Brown.
“We’re doing decent. We
should’ve won some games that
we lost. We should’ve played
hard in those games,” said freshman Nick Lally, who added that
he thinks the team “played pretty
well” on Tuesday night.
The C-blue team is 10-1.

The team’s single loss came
at the hands of Kirkwood, whom
they will be playing again next
week.
Andrew Grassi is confident
about his team’s chances next
week, saying, “They played us
pretty tough, but I think we can
beat them this time.”
Before the game against
Kirkwood, the blue team first has
to play Chaminade.
“We beat them the first time,
but we definitely could’ve played
better,” said Grassi about the last
time the team faced Chaminade.

up more possibilities for uses in
creative ways.”
“I think I would use it more
if more kids had it. I’m still struggling with how this one tool can
help me in the classroom,” said
O’Connell. “I’m still putting it all
together.”

JV basketball off to rough
start with recent loss
against CBC
BY Alex Wang
REPORTER

Freshman Joe Rogan pushes past a defender to the hoop.
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he JV basketball team started
off with two tough games
against Lutheran North and CBC.
The Jr. Bills held off Lutheran
North 51-47, and at one point, led
by ten points, their biggest lead
of the game. The team hoped to
continue its strong play Tuesday
night, but lost a tough game to
CBC, 50-37.
Coach Kent Kershenski emphasized the need to focus more
on the defensive side of the ball.
“We’re giving up too many
rebounds and loose balls, and
we’re a pretty good scoring team,
but we need to focus on defense,”
said Kershenski.
Sophomore Dane Basler believes the team is going in the
right direction.
“We’ve had a lot of injuries

which have hurt us, but we’ve had
a lot of good practices which I believe will show up in the games,”
said Basler.
“We have a lot of potential,
and we have a lot of good players
on the team, but we need to step
up our game,” said sophomore
Andrew Thomas.
Kershenski has really been
focusing on improving the defense, and the players are trying
their best to do so.
“We really need better team
chemistry, and we’re slowly figuring out how players work. We had
a good game on Tuesday, we just
gave up a lot on defense, but we’re
getting better,” said sophomore
Chris Stahl.
The Jr. Bills hope to find success on the road Friday against
Vianney at 4:00.
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Salt-n-Pepa wannabe Jennifer Ice and
the next Nickelback
frontman Rob Garavaglia rock the crowds
at the NHS sponsored
Teacher Karaoke on
December 13.
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Hockey has productive winter break; improves to 12-4-2
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BY Thomas
CORE STAFF

Riganti

D

espite one goal losses to
CBC and DeSmet, St. Louis
U. High’s young varsity hockey
team took care of business and
improved as a whole throughout the past month, improving
their record to 12-4-2, with three
games left in the regular season.
The HockeyBills’ took to the
ice on Monday against Vianney
with a younger squad, as the seniors attended their Senior Project reflection night.
Midway through the second period, junior Tommy Espenschied took advantage of the
five on three powerplay, putting
SLUH up 1-0. Fifteen seconds
into the third period, freshman
Luke Gassett scored to give SLUH
a two goal advantage.
With under a minute to play,
Vianney narrowed the deficit to
one, but the Jr. Bills held on to
win 2-1.
On Jan. 11, the puck dropped
between SLUH and Oakville at
Affton Ice Rink. At the end of the
first period, the game was knotted
up at two. Going into the third,
SLUH had a 5-3 lead which went
on to be the final score.
The night before, on Jan. 10,
SLUH and DeSmet faced off in
the Jesuit Cup. Early in the first
period, Gassett put two pucks in
the back of the net within ten seconds of each other to give SLUH
an early 2-0 lead. DeSmet got one
goal back to end the first period
2-1 in SLUH’s favor.
Sophomore Andrew Ott widened the Jr. Bill lead to two with a
powerplay goal, but DeSmet again
fought back to within one with
the score 3-2.
With a one man advantage,
sophomore Patrick Pence scored
to put SLUH back up by two.
The scoring frenzy slowed down,
sending the game to the third period with SLUH up 4-2.
With five minutes to go in the
third, DeSmet tied the game up at
four. DeSmet went on the powerplay with just over two minutes
left in the game. SLUH had a faceoff in the DeSmet zone with a
minute to go but could not find
the back of the net.
With just six seconds left, the
Spartans knocked in a rebound to
win the Jesuit Cup.
Coach Kevin Fitzpatrick was
not overly disappointed with the
loss, as it proved SLUH could
hang right with the Spartans.
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“We’ve just got to do a better
job in the third period protecting
the lead,” said Fitzpatrick. “We’re
obviously disappointed, but it’s
not discouraging. It’ll just prepare
us for the upcoming playoffs.”
“We were pretty sloppy in
our zone,” said senior Jack Kinzel.
“Our defense has been led by our
goalies all year, and I think in that
third period we got a little too
easy with it.”
A week before, on Jan. 3,
SLUH took on Westminster.
Sophomore Connor FitzGerald
scored first to put the Jr. Bills
up 1-0. Junior Brendan Walters
scored next to give SLUH a 2-0
lead with seconds to go in the second period. The team held on to
its lead, ending the game with a
final score of 2-0.
Scoring has been a bit of an
issue at times for SLUH, and this
game was no different.
“(The lack of scoring) made
the game closer than I would have
liked,” said Fitzpatrick.
As he and sophomore Joe
Warnecke have all season, senior
Brenden Haselhorst provided the
security SLUH needs between the
pipes, stopping the nine shots he
faced.
On New Year’s Day, SLUH
and Lindbergh went at it. In the
first period, Walters scored a powerplay goal to put SLUH up 1-0.
Lindbergh tied it up at 1-1
with a powerplay goal of their
own in the second period. After
two periods, the score remained
1-1.
Midway through the third,
Gassett gave the Jr. Bills a 2-1
lead. With four minutes left and
SLUH on the powerplay, the Flyers scored a short-handed goal to
tie the game at two goals a piece.
Despite a 24-15 SLUH lead in
shots at the end of the game, the
final score was 2-2.
“It was definitely a big mistake on our part,” said Fitzpatrick.
“If you give other teams a chance
to hang around, unfortunately
like this game, they get a break,
and we end up tying 2-2.”
On Dec. 27, SLUH had no
shortage of offense against Francis Howell Central. The freshmen
and sophomore classes scored five
of the seven goals in the 7-3 win.
Gassett got a hat trick with
his three goals. His contribution
in the offensive zone has been
crucial in SLUH’s ability to score,
proving the value of younger
players on the team.

“I think we’ve surprised a lot
of people with as well as we’ve
done because we lost so many
guys last year,” said Fitzpatrick.
“John Sieckhaus and Luke Gassett
have really stepped up and done a
great job scoring goals for us, and
it’s made a big difference.”
Not only have the younger
players contributed on offense but
also in the defensive zone.
“We’ve got four tenth graders
on defense that are gathering a lot
of minutes,” said Fitzpatrick.
On Dec. 23, SLUH met up
against CBC at Affton. With
SLUH on the powerplay, freshman John Sieckhaus slapped a
loose puck into the back of the net
to give SLUH a 1-0 lead.
While on the powerplay,
CBC evened the game at 1-1 with
5:05 left in the second.
SLUH thought they had broken the tie with two-and-a-half
minutes to go in the second but
the midair deflection was called
back for high-sticking.
With 9:47 to go in the third,
CBC took a 2-1 lead with a slap
shot.
The Jr. Bills kept firing shots
on goal, forcing the Cadet goalie
to make a few outstanding saves.
Even with a powerplay late in the
third and a breakaway in the final
minute, CBC held on to win 2-1.
“I was overall pretty pleased,”
said Fitzpatrick. “Anytime you
lose, you can’t be too thrilled, but
I thought our kids competed well.
I know we got outshot, but I think
the majority of their shots were
on the perimeter. As far as scoring
chances, it was pretty close.”
“I think that was one of our

first real games where we played
as a team,” said Kinzel. “Everybody did their role. We just had a
few bad breaks.”
As the playoffs progress,
there’s a good chance SLUH will
face CBC again, and Fitzpatrick is
confident SLUH will be more prepared and ready to fight.
“I think we’re going to continue to improve, especially since
we have such young guys playing
such big minutes for us,” said Fitzpatrick. “They’re getting adjusted
to those big games and highintensity, high-speed games. I
think we have a legitimate chance
of beating them.”
“We’ve got a lot of potential
to go far this year,” said Kinzel. “If
we do play CBC in the finals or
semi-finals, I think we’ll be able to
turn it on and play hard.”
The next game, on Dec. 21,
was against Fort Zumwalt West.
Fort Zumwalt took an early 1-0
lead and, later, a 2-1 lead in the
first, but goals from senior Christian Hoffmeister, Sieckhaus, and
Pence gave SLUH a 4-3 advantage. Pence scored his third of
the game, which was followed
by Sieckhaus’ second goal to put
SLUH up 6-3, which was the final
score.
Patrick has just done a great
job for us all year long,” said Fitzpatrick. “He does a lot of little
things that don’t show up in the
score sheet. He plays a lot of minutes and kills powerplays. He does
a lot of the dirty work as far as going to corners and in front of the
net.”
On Dec. 19, SLUH took on
Kirkwood. The game was score-

less after one period. SLUH
went on a powerplay early in the
second, but Kirkwood scored a
short-handed goal to go up 1-0.
The game went into the third with
SLUH still trailing by one.
Senior Stan Pawlow scored
a powerplay goal to knot it up at
one, followed by a go-ahead goal
by Sieckhaus to put SLUH on top
2-1. Kirkwood took a timeout
with a minute to play and the faceoff in their zone. With just 24
seconds left, Kirkwood slipped
one in the net to tie the game at
2-2, which remained the score for
the rest of the game.
According to Fitzpatrick,
SLUH outplayed Kirkwood but
could not finish their scoring opportunities.
“Anytime you only score two
goals, it’s hard to win the game,”
said Fitzpatrick.
On Dec. 13, SLUH faced Lutheran South. After two periods,
SLUH led 2-0 on goals from Espenschied and Pawlow. Walters
clinched the game by knocking a
loose puck in to give SLUH a 3-0
lead which they held onto until
the end of the game.
“We’re not giving up a lot of
goals,” said Fitzpatrick. “We don’t
have the scoring skill that CBC
has or Chaminade has. We’ve got
to play strong defensively, and our
kids have done a great job from
that standpoint. Playing strong
defensively gives you a chance every game to win.”
The next game for the Jr. Bills
will be against Chaminade at 8:00
on Friday at Affton.

second week of the break and optional practice over the first week,
which was highly attended, according to Ott.
The team had a full lineup
going into the Vianney tournament, meaning they had a wrestler for all 14 weight classes. Overall, SLUH had a great meet, taking
first place in the tournament.
SLUH finished with seven individual champs and three runnersup, for a total of 10 Finalists. The
Jr. Bills won the meet by nearly 80
points.
“Our guys wrestled pretty
well,” commented varsity coach
Jon Ott. “Any time you can bring
a full lineup to a tournament and
win is a great thing.”
Of the 14 wrestlers entered

into the tournament, seven WrestleBills managed to win their
weight class, including senior
Brandon Bollinger and sophomore Liam Cler. Bollinger, who
wrestled in the 132-pound weight
class, won a tough match in the
finals.
Cler, in his first year on varsity, won at 113.
“Everyone wrestled an awesome match,” said Cler. “I wrestled a DeSmet and a Chaminade
kid and had two great matches
and was really happy with the way
the day went.”
Sophomore Ben Schulte, who
is also a new varsity wrestler, came
in second at 132. Schulte wrestled
some very difficult matches Saturday. One of his highlights was

beating a wrestler seeded higher
than him.
“I didn’t start on varsity until
about a third of the way through
the season,” Schulte said. “But I
have learned a lot from these last
couple meets we have been in. I
think we all wrestled really well.”
The Jr. Bills also wrestled a
dual against Lafayette last week.
SLUH ended up losing the meet,
winning six matches and losing
eight.
“Lafayette is a really good
team,” said Ott. “We were really
close with them. We lost the dual
but I was really happy with how
we performed.”
The WrestleBills also had
a quad (a dual meet with three
schools) scheduled for last Tues-

day, but the meet was cancelled
due to snow.
Overall the team is really excited moving forward. “Everyone
is getting a lot better,” said sophomore Justice Binder. “The coaches
keep telling us it’s not about winning or losing, but just learning.
It gives me an opportunity to try
new things and get a feel for what
I do best.”
The team wrestles next in the
Rockwood Summit tournament
this Saturday. They have a full
lineup, which now includes senior
Jim Onder at 152. The team has a
positive outlook on where they
are headed and is looking forward
to District and then State Finals.

A SLUH player fights for the puck near the goal last Friday night against DeSmet.

Wrestling conquers Vianney Tournament, falls to Lafayette
BY Patrick Schuler and John
Zetzman
REPORTERS

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity
wrestling team has had a
very productive winter break with
practices led by coach Jason Ott
nearly every day except Christmas Day.
The team most recently wrestled in the Vianney tournament
last Saturday, their only competitive wrestling match since the beginning of Christmas break other
than last week’s dual meet against
Lafayette.
Over Christmas break, the
team kept its reputation of being
one of the hardest working sports
team at SLUH. They had mandatory practices over the entire
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Basketball has won 7 of last 9; nearly upset CBC
BY Marty
STAFF

Johnson

D

espite a nail-biting 67-64
loss to MCC rival CBC last
Tuesday night, the St. Louis U.
High basketball team has won
seven of its last nine games to improve its overall record to 9-5.
The Jr. Bills were able to stay
with the No. 2 ranked Cadets all
game long, and trailed just 39-38
going into the fourth quarter.
SLUH’s success stemmed
mostly from keeping the Cadets’
senior star forward Jordan Barnett in check. The 6’7” Barnett,
who will play at Texas University
next year, spent most of the second half on the bench with four
fouls.
“We had a good game plan
going into the game, and we exe-

cuted it well,” said junior forward
Spencer Stapf.
With Barnett on the bench
and 20 points from Senior standout Austin Sottile, the Jr. Bills
tied the game at 56 to send it to
overtime. Unfortunately, Barnett
came off the bench and exploded
for eight points to finish with 20
and lead his Cadets to the win.
“One little thing could have
changed the outcome of the game,
since we lost in OT,” said junior
Hunter Schmidt.
SLUH shot 65 percent from
the field and out-rebounded CBC
32-24.
“I think that was the turning
point of our season so far because
we had come so close and the loss
all hit us hard. We have seven seniors on this team. This is their

last year. We realized this is it, we
gotta get this done,” Schmidt said.
Starting with a 58-37 victory
over Lee’s Summit North on Dec.
13, the Jr. Bills have gone 7-2,
including a five-game winning
streak and a conference victory
against DeSmet.
“I think our offense has definitely improved,” head coach Erwin Claggett said. “Our execution is a lot better.”
In their first five games,
SLUH averaged 48 points per
game and struggled to a 2-3 record. Over their 7-2 streak, SLUH
has averaged 61 points per game.
SLUH’s success heavily correlates
with the play of their two senior
big men, seniors David Schmelter
and Austin Sottile.
“Now that David is scoring

in the paint for us and Austin is
scoring from the perimeter, teams
can’t focus on one aspect of our
offense,” Claggett said.
Sottile, who leads the team
in scoring with 17.5 points per
game, is the engine that makes
the Jr. Bills’ offense go. In SLUH’s
nine victories, Sottile is averaging
24.7 points, while only averaging 9.4 points in their five losses.
The team also relies on Schmelter
(10.2 ppg) and senior defensive
specialist Ollie Tettamble (7.6
ppg) when trying to score.
But SLUH’s main weapon is
not its ability to put the ball in the
basket, but its ability to keep their
opponent from doing so. SLUH
ranks second in the MCC in average points allowed, surrendering
only 49.4 points a game. The Jr.

Raquetball routs Kirkwood and Lindbergh; now 6-0
BY Charlie
REPORTER

Mueth

O

ver the past week, the St.
Louis U. High racquetball
team has improved its record to
6-0 with victories over Kirkwood
and Lindbergh.
The Jr. Bills faced off against
a talented Kirkwood (3-2) team
last friday. However, due to bad
weather, a few Kirkwood players
were not able it to make it to their
matches, which will be rescheduled.
Seniors Gabe McCullough
(No. 6 seed) and Alex Burbee
(No. 2 seed), will also have their
matches rescheduled.
The team won all five of the
matches that have been played,
guaranteeing a win.
Juniors Brian Kissel and Ike
Simmon struggled in their first
doubles game, losing 15-9. They
bounced back in the second game,
dominating 15-1. In the tiebreaker, Kissel and Simmon continued
their momentum from the second
game and won 11-6.
Substituting as the No. 5 seed
for injured senior Drew Bollinger,
senior Rob Hayes played a strong
match, winning 15-12 and 15-13.
Hayes will continue to substitute
for Bollinger until he recovers
from his injury.
The high varsity seeds all
took care of business, each winning in two games. Senior and
No. 4 seed Jacob Abrahamian defeated his opponent 15-10 and 152. As the No. 3 seed, junior Kevin
Schneier rolled over his opponent
15-4 and 15-1. Senior and No. 1

Prep News

seed Thomas Riganti demolished
his opponent 15-4 and 15-4.
The Racquetbills continued
their success on Monday, Jan. 13,
by sweeping a young Lindbergh
(3-1) team 7-0.
“Our top seeds were substantially better than their top seeds,
and our lower seeds were substantially better than their lower
seeds,” said head coach Joe Koestner.
The doubles team took care
of business by defeating their opponent 15-6 and 15-7.
No. 6 seed McCullough
pulled out a victory, winning 15-6
and 15-13.
As the No. 5 seed, Hayes continued his success on the varsity
level as he controlled his opponent, winning 15-4 and 15-8.
No. 4 seed Abrahamian dominated his opponent, winning
15-2 and 15-7. His ability to get
weak returns off of quality serves
allowed him to win rallies easily
and efficiently.
Dependable No. 3 seed
Schneier demolished his opponent 15-4 and 15-6.
As the No. 2 seed, Burbee
rolled over his opponent by winning 15-4 and 15-4. Burbee focused on his court awareness by
putting the ball where his opponent wasn’t.
No. 1 seed Riganti dominated
his opponent, winning 15-2, 15-3.
Riganti tried to slow the pace of
the match down by lob serving,
which neutralized his opponent’s
speed.
“We have some guys that,
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Bills are a perfect 8-0 when they
keep their opponents under 50
points, but they are 1-5 when they
allow more than 50.
“Now that we are scoring the
ball pretty good, it’s imperative
that we get stops,” Claggett said.
“The more defensive stops we get,
the more offensive opportunities
we get.”
Up next for the Jr. Bills is a
road game against Vianney on
Friday.
“It’s always a tough place to
play, and Vianney is a good team
this year,” Claggett said.
“I can’t wait for the challenge,” Schmidt said.

JV wrestling
returns to mat
BY Joe Spellmeyer
REPORTER

T

Junior Kevin Schnier focuses on a shot during his match.

knowing it’s an easy match, don’t
get in the groove quite as fast as
they should be,” said Koestner. “It
takes them longer than it should
because they are just not mentally
totally into the game 100 percent.”
For the first time this season,
none of the team members played
in a tiebreaker.

“We are where we need to be
(for state),” said Riganti. “We are
pretty much the same team as last
year, minus two seniors. Having
all of the youth on varsity last year
should pay off this year.”
The team will square off
against CBC in its next match on

he Junior Varsity WrestleBills
are coming off a rough patch
following a lengthy winter break
and plenty of days off. While the
team did compete in two tournaments over break, the scarcity
of practices seemed to have left
some rust on the wrestlers as they
struggled the past week in a dual
meet against Lafayette and at the
Vianney tournament.
“We got out to a slow start,”
said coach Sean O’Brien.
Despite several upsetting
losses in the first rounds, most
wrestlers were able to fight their
way through wrestlebacks and
place.
Juniors Joe Spellmeyer and
Brian Thorp and sophomores
Richard Pasque and Jared Everitt
were SLUH’s highest placers at
the tournament, all finishing second and helping take the team to
a fifth place finish overall.
“Even though we didn’t take
a high place as a team, every one
of our wrestlers showed amazing perseverance, which allowed
many of them to place individually,” said junior co-captain Sigmund Gusdorf. “It’s been a real
struggle competing with only
about seven or eight guys out of a
possible 14. That’s a lot of potential points we’re missing out on.”
Gusdorf insists the team
doesn’t accept this to justify their
struggles this year.
“We’ve been working really
hard to get better regardless, and
we’re confident we’ll finish the
season strong and hopefully pull
out a win at MCCs.”
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The St. Louis U. High Political Action Committee, SLUH PAC,
kicked off the new year by discussing
Edward Snowden and the National
Security Agency (NSA). Discussed
was the possibility of a plea deal or
reduced sentence for Snowden, who
claims to still have millions of documents that could be a threat to the
U.S. The conversation shifted to the
NSA’s collection of phone records,
complex computer algorithms to scan
emails, and the secrecy surrounding it. Attendees questioned how the
NSA should distinguish between a
relatively low level threat or a threat to
national security.
The staff of the Dauphin Yearbook met for a work day, nearing
completion of the fall spreads. Staffers began filling in homeroom pages,
as the layout was completed. Moderators Jennifer Ice and Robyn Wellen
furthered development of the cover,
which will be finalized by the staff today.
The Sophomore Pastoral Team
talked about third quarter events, including the sophomore class Mass,
service as a pastoral team, and ideas
for Lenten activities. Four members
met with campus minister Nick Ehlman to begin gathering pictures for
the opening slideshow of the Freshman Retreat in late February.
Monday, January 13, 2014
Thomas À Kempis Club met
during activity period for their Mass
(that occurs twice per month) in the
North American Martyrs’ Chapel. Father Marchlewski, S.J. presided, and
nine members attended. Their next
Mass is on Jan. 27.
Students for Life met Monday
night to prepare for the March for Life
trip in Washington D.C. next week.
Thirty-eight students, three faculty
and staff members (moderator David
Callon, theology teacher Tim Kieras,
S.J. , and president David Laughlin),
and two parents will go on the trip
which departs on Sunday.
Seniors gathered in the Chapel at
7 p.m. for the annual Senior Project
Reflection. They then dispersed to
classrooms for small group reflections
guided by faculty members.
The Junior Pastoral Team met
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on Monday. They finished planning
today’s junior class Mass during activity period. They discussed who would
say the afternoon prayer over the intercom. They also talked about the
Catholic Men for Christ Conference,
which will be Feb. 1 at the Peabody
Opera House from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. Tickets are $45 for a father and
son pair.
Tuesday, January 14, 2014
Rifle Club met for a practice session.
Thomas À Kempis Club met in
J128 to discuss chapters nine and ten
of The Imitation of Christ. Their main
points were about spirituality and
community against worldly desires
and the superfluity of words. Their
next meeting discussing chapters
eleven and twelve is on Feb 3.
SLUH PAC assembled to take a
look at poverty in America in light
of the 50th Anniversary of President
Lyndon Johnson’s “War on Poverty”,
declared in his Jan. 8, 1964 State of the
Union Address. Members reviewed
government programs such as food
stamps, Medicaid, and welfare. Economic and social trends were discussed as reasons for the unending
cycle of poverty in some areas. Some
proposed ideas like raising the minimum wage and urban development
to be steps to be taken in the coming
years.
SoIL officers met to discuss financial details for their ceremony for
the incoming freshmen, and instead
of Treasurer T.W. Brown, Garret Sabourin-Rubich will serve as a temporary Treasurer.
Wednesday, January 15, 2014
The Chess team lost 18-12 to
Clayton at home on Thursday, Jan. 9,
lost 30-0 at Crossroads on Monday,
January 13, and lost 22-60 to Belleville
West on Wednesday, Jan. 15. See page
three of this week’s Prep News.
Students for Life met for a final
meeting before the March for Life;
moderator Dave Callon answered
questions from those attending. In
wake of Missouri’s scheduled execution of Herbert Smulls on Jan. 30,
the third execution in Missouri in as
many months, the group discussed
various actions to take. Callon urged

members to write a piece for the newly-created Students for Life Blog, Life
Givings. (The blog can be reached at
www.lifebills.blogspot.com.)
Staycation met during activity period to plan a Feb. 15 trek to
the 250th Official Anniversary of the
founding of St. Louis festivities. A
late January trip is also in the works.
They plan to drive the entire length of
Broadway, north to south, stopping to
eat at Iron Barley along the way. Fair
trade Staycation sweatshirts have been
designed. Those interested should
contact moderator Suzanne Renard;
the cost is 17 dollars. Renard requested that orders be in by next Thursday,
Jan. 23.
Mock Trial met in small groups
to work on witness directs and crosses
to prepare for their upcoming trial,
and they will run an intrasquad scrimmage this Sunday from 1:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 16, 2014
Pax Christi discussed their plan
for the SLUH Fair Trade Policy, and
they decided that they will present it
to the administration. They also talked about raising the minimum wage
by watching a speech from the 2013
Ignatian Family Teach-In, and they
planned to draft a letter to Attorney
General Chris Koster about an execution that is planned for Jan. 30.
Freshman Pastoral Team met
to go over Mass roles for their freshman class Mass, and they decided to
choose members to lead the meetings
going forward. The two students that
will lead next week will be Joe Laughlin and Sam Chechik.
Rifle Club met for a practice session.
—Compiled by Sam Chechik, Leo
Heinz, Joe Laughlin, and Scotty Villhard.
Minutes is a weekly feature of
the Prep News that briefly records
the activities of various organizations
around St. Louis U. High. If a group
or organization that has an event or
meeting that it would like to be noted
in the next issue of the Prep News,
send an email to prepnews@sluh.org
with the subject line “Minutes Request”.

Hayes spices up work grant with diverse tasks
BY Leo Heinz
CORE STAFF

S

enior Rob Hayes knows a lot about
assembling complex lab guides
and building a 2,000 pencil bed
thanks to his unusual assignments for
work grant.
Hayes initially began the summer
by working on the outdoor and maintenance work crews. However, as his
schedule began to become more and
more unpredictable, he asked the Director of Financial Aid Craig Hannick
for more options. Hannick paired him
up with Science teachers Bill Anderson and Mary Russo to help them catalog the chemicals in the storeroom
as well as create Material Safety Data
Sheets (MSDS) for both of the chemistry labs.
As Russo explained, “A fresh updated inventory is always a wonderful thing. But it’s quite the collection
when you’ve been around for 200

years.”
The MSDS serves as a reference
guide for the handling and disposal
of chemicals. Hayes printed, cataloged
and alphabetized the sheets.
“It was a lot of printing,” said
Hayes.
Russo said, “It was a huge service
to the school.”
Hayes was summoned by the
Science Department for two other
tasks once the year began in August.
He first went through SLUH’s inventory of chemicals and noted the ones
that could be disposed of for different
reasons. As Russo explained, some
chemicals are not needed any longer
and the supply of some is enough, so
SLUH looks into selling these chemicals to particular vendors.
Towards the end of September,
physics teacher Paul Baudendistel
envisioned a bed of pencils to use as
a demonstration for October’s SLUH
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Night. He needed someone to make
the vision a reality, and Hayes received
the first call. Hayes constructed the
pencil bed using 2000 pencils, a pegboard, and 16 hours of wedging the
pencils into the tight spaces.
Most recently, Hayes wrote three
articles for SLUH’s website’s homepage, each covering three students and
their accomplishments. He wrote
about senior Jack Godar’s National
Latin Conference, senior Sidarth Iyer’s
research work and junior water polo
player Colin Derdeyn’s being named
an All American.
Hayes said, “There were definitely
some memorable experiences and it
was cool that I was able to have those.”
Hayes has completed his work
study hours and has been enjoying the
free time. He’s been an integral part
of the Scholar Bowl Team’s success
this season and is preparing for Mock
Trial.

Schedule R
B Basketball @ CBC Tournament (Through January 18)
AP
Junior Class Mass
Snack–Mozzarella Sticks
4pm
C–Blue Basketball @ Vianney
5pm
C–White Basketball @ Chaminade
5:30pm B Basketball @ Vianney
7pm
V Basketball @ Vianney
8pm
V Hockey vs. Chaminade
Lunch Special–Tempura Chicken Nuggets
Vegetarian–Creamy Slaw

Saturday, January 18
C–White Basketball @ Chaminade Tournament (Through
January 20)
C–Blue Basketball @ Oakville Tournament
9am
V Wrestling @ Rockwood Summit Tournament
9am
C Wrestling @ Fox Tournament
10am C–White Basketball vs. St. Dominic @ Chaminade
1pm
C–White Basketball vs. TBD @ Chaminade

Sunday, January 19
No events scheduled

Monday, January 20
No Classes–Martin Luther King
Junior White House Retreat (Through January 22)
Senior Pallotine (Through January 22)

Tuesday, January 21
No Classes–Faculty In-Service
4:30pm SLUH Tri (V/JV/C Wrestling)
5:30pm B Basketball @ Webster Groves

Wednesday, January 22

Schedule R
Sophomore Class Meeting–Registration
Snack–Cinnamon Rolls
4pm
C–Blue Basketball vs. Kirkwood
5:15pm C–White Basketball vs. Kirkwood
Lunch Special–Chicken Quesadillas
Vegetarian–Wild Rice
AP

Thursday, January 23
C–Blue Basketball @ Oakville Tournament
AP
Snack–Pizza Sticks
8:30am Admissions Meeting
Lunch Special– Papa John’s Pizza
Vegetarian–Turkey Burger

Friday, January 24
8:30am Admissions Meeting
AP
Freshman Class Mass
Snack–Mini Tacos
4pm
C–Blue Basketball vs. Lafayette
5:30pm B Basketball vs. Lafayette
7pm
V Basketball vs. Lafayette
8pm
V Hockey vs. CBC
Lunch Special–Gyros
Vegetarian–Garden Burger
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Saturday, January 25

7:30pm V Hockey vs. Eureka

Sunday, January 26
5pm

Father-Son Mass & Banquet (Mass @ 5:15)

Monday, January 27
Catholic Schools Week (Through January 31)
AP
Snack–Nacho Bar
5:30pm C–Blue Basketball @ CBC
Lunch Special–Pasta Bar
Vegetarian–Pasta Primivera

Tuesday, January 28
AP
Snack–Chicken Rings
4:30pm B Basketball vs. MICDS
6pm
V Basketball vs. MICDS
Lunch Special–Chinese Day
Vegetarian–Macaroni and Cheese
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Wednesday, January 29

Schedule R
AP
Snack—Bosco Sticks
6pm
Windsor (V/JV/C Wrestling)
Lunch Special—Hand Breaded Chicken Strips
Vegetarian—Penne Pasta

Thursday, January 30
Mix-It-Up Lunch
Mother’s Club Day of Reflection
Seniors Return
AP
Snack–Chicken Giggles
11am Mother’s Club Mass
Lunch Special–Brunch for Lunch
Vegetarian–Cheese Sticks

Friday, January 31

Senior Service Project Reflection
AP
Snack–Bavarian Pretzel
5:30pm B Basketball @ Jefferson City
7pm
V Basketball @ Jefferson City
7pm
Varsity Chorus
Lunch Special–Pizza
Vegetarian–Cheesy Potatoes
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