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A

oncerned about a line in
a sophomore theology
textbook comparing sexually
active gay people to people
who “eat dirt,” several theology teachers decided to send
a letter to the book’s publisher, asking that the analogy be
removed.
Ascension Press, which
publishes Theology of the
Body for Teens, responded
with an email saying the
change had already been
made. The company also sent Chinese dancers perform on the stage in the Joseph Schulte theater last weekend for the Chinese New Years Celebration. The
the relevant pages from next event also featured the SLUH Chorus and jazz singer Erin Bode. See page 2.

s the Imagining 18 visioning process continues, the Campus Facilities/
Sustainability Committee, cochaired by Assistant Principal
for Mission Jim Linhares and
John Wilson, ’64, is hard at
work trying to imagine what
the St. Louis U. High campus
and buildings will look like in
the future.
As is evident by the
name, the committee is trying
to make sustainability a big
focus of the plan.
“We are saying that we

continued on page 5

Meek, ’04, to represent US, SLUH at Sochi
BY Sam Fentress
CORE STAFF

T

hey say the Meek shall
inherit the earth. St.
Louis U. High alum Patrick
Meek, ’04, hasn’t yet, but he
has inherited a great deal of
talent. A speedskater by lineage, Meek recently qualified
for the 2014 Winter Olympics
in Sochi, where he’ll race in

drawing | Paul Fister

Saturday’s 5000-meter, one
of the first events after today’s
opening ceremony.
Meek has skated since
the age of two, and moved to
St. Louis when he was in sixth
grade, around the time he
began to skate competitively.
After attending Mary Queen
of Peace for a few years, Meek
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Interview

Matter matters to journalism
Dave Matter, ’96, won the Missouri Sportswriters Award and
discusses the award, his time at
SLUH, and his career with sports
editor Will Smith. Page 8
opinion

Thank you, Blue Crew
Wrestling head coach Jon Ott
expresses gratitude for the Blue
Crew cheering on the wrestling
team last Thursday. Page 3

print | Gabe Miller

Longest ever
Sisyphus
sells out in
a single day

n Monday, the Sisyteers
of St. Louis U. High rephoto | Patrick Enderle
leased their art and literary
magazine Sisyphus, which, to
the dismay of quarter-clutching students, sold out on its
first day of distribution.
“We had some great fiction by people like Mark Robinson, Tom Fields, and Justin
Dussold, among others. Austin Strifler’s four poems form
a series that is very powerful,” said moderator Frank
Kovarik. “It’s great to see the
artistic endeavors of SLUH
students—both literary and
visual—and to help present
them in an attractive, polished way to the community.”
This year, the 80-page
magazine surpassed the magazine’s previous record of 72
pages.
Senior Josh Ritter talks to his small group about his experience at his project site. After returning from their projects on Thurs“The amount of submisday, a ceremony was held to welcome the seniors back and the groups met to talk about their time on Senior Project.
sions we had this year was
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Racquetball team receives honor
The Missouri Hall of Fame honored the Racquetball team with
a Special Achievement Award.
Page 2

sports

Basketbills lose to Jeff City
Basketball lost to Jeff City in
double overtime, and they’ll have
their hands full tonight with a
game against Chaminade, the
No. 1 team in the state. Page 6
sports

Skating into bracket play
Hockey lost to CBC but beat
Francis Howell and Lindbergh
as they are about to enter bracket
play seeded fourth. Page 7

bigger than in past years, especially in the long fiction
genre,” said moderator Rich
Moran. “We wanted to add
as much as we could without adding to the expense; 80
pages was the limit.”
This edition of Sisyphus
comes in two different covers;
both covers feature a photograph taken by senior Ben
Banet.
The magazine begins
with the process of asking
for submissions in November. Moran and Kovarik send
notes asking selected students
to consider submitting their
work. After Christmas, the
editors start working together
with the moderators.
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Performance
celebrates 50 years of Chinese program, Chinese New Year
Keith Thomas
BY
CORE STAFF

photo | courtesy of Ching-Ling Tai

S

inging, dancing, and Chinese culture were all featured in the Joseph Schulte
Theatre at St. Louis U. High
last Friday and Saturday to
commemorate the Chinese
New Year and the 50th anniversary of the SLUH Chinese Program. The celebration was the first of its kind
at SLUH.
Friday was open to all
SLUH students, faculty, and
staff, and Saturday was for
the Chinese community.
Both days featured the music of local jazz singer Erin
Bode.
SLUH Chinese teacher
and coordinator of the event
Ching-Ling Tai noted the
surprising number of Chinese language school students in attendance.
This year is known as
the Year of the Horse, according to the traditional Chinese
zodiac. In the theater, a beautiful, red horse hung in the
background as Chinese and
SLUH performers sang and
danced. The structure was
created by Xiaogang Zhu,
a Chinese artist, and took
about a week to build.
The SLUH Varsity Chorus performed a traditional,
fast-paced Chinese military
song called “Fun Zhi Ho,”
also known as “Defend the
Yellow River.”
“(The song) was difficult

SLUH’s chorus performs at the Chinese New Year celebration held in SLUH’s theater. The event also celebrated the 50th anniversary of SLUH’s Chinese program.

to learn the pronunciation at
first, but we practiced a lot
and eventually got it,” said
varsity chorus singer and
sophomore Joseph Schultz.
The chorus also performed “Whistle While You
Work” from the Disney classic Snow White.

Others who performed
on stage were senior Tristan
Finazzo, the Jazz Combo
band, and senior Gabe Newsham.
Students and teachers
from the St. Louis Modern
Chinese Language School
also performed a traditional

Chinese dance on stage,
along with Bode.
Among those in attendance were President David
Laughlin and the current
Nanjing Foreign Language
School exchange students
Sunny, Clark, and Card.
John Mundwiller, ’65,

who was a part of the first
class of Chinese study at
SLUH, also attended.
Several teachers from
Webster University, the Confucius Institute, and Dr. Joel
Glassman represented the
St. Louis/Nanjing Sister City
Committee.

The celebration also
marked the 35th year of the
City of St. Louis and Nanjing
becoming sister cities.
Tai thinks that this year
was the first and only time
for the event, due to her retirement after the conclusion
of the 2013-2014 school year.

Racquetbills and Koestner
Yearbook completes cover, finds
honored by Missouri Hall of Fame new design for next year’s issue
photo | courtesy of Patrick Zarrick

BY Will Smith
SPORTS EDITOR

G

etting recognized by the
Hall of Fame is something every athlete dreams of
and the racquetball team just
experienced it.
The racquetball team
received the award after winning its third consecutive
State and National Championships last winter. The racquetball team has won seven
National
Championships
and 14 State Championships
in its history.
Team members met
former Cardinals star Willie McGee and the other big
name inductees at an early
reception at the Missouri
Sports Hall of Fame Building. Later in the day, they
went to the University Plaza
Convention Center where
the ceremony was held with
1,600 attendees.
SLUH was the only high
school recognized with a
Special Achievement Award
at the ceremony and sent
three members of the team.
Senior captain Tom Riganti, Alex Burbee, and Jacob
Abrahamian represented the
team at the ceremony. Head
coach Joe Koestner, Director of Racquetball Patrick
Zarrick, and assistant coach
Robert Hoffmann accompanied the players to the ceremony.
Riganti accepted the
award along with Koestner.

BY Joe Laughlin
REPORTER

A

Senior Tom Riganti poses with racquetball coach Joe Koestner
at the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame awards banquet.

There were 45 players on the
2013 National Championship team and their names
are listed on the banner in
the choral room.
“The ceremony was
great,” said Burbee. “It was
cool to see all the other people being recognized and to
know we were among them.”
“I think this recognition
is long overdue,” said athletic
director Dick Wehner. “For
over 25 years Doc (Joseph)
Koestner has been the administrator and coach for
the team. Without him we
wouldn’t have a team, and
when he retires, he will leave
a massive hole in the program. He invested his heart
and soul into a program that

has long flown under the radar at SLUH.”
This is the first time any
SLUH team has been recognized for its performance on
this scale.
Two other SLUH individuals have been honored
by the Missouri Sports Hall
of Fame: Martin Hagan, S.J.,
who was a rifle coach for
over 40 years, and Paul Martel, a football coach for over
40 years.
SLUH will also recognize the racquetball team by
putting up a banner showing
its State and National titles
in the Field House. The banner will be up by next Friday
for the Paint it Pink game
against DeSmet.

fter discussing color,
design, and theme, the
St. Louis U. High yearbook
team recently completed
their cover design for the
2013-14 yearbook. Although
the team wishes for the cover
to remain a surprise, they are
proud of the work that they
put into making it. The cover
is very detailed, like SLUH,
which may be one reason it
represents SLUH well.
“The detail is amazing
and it does work to embody
a student’s perspective of the
school. It also, from a technical and graphical level, is
more organized and cleanlooking. I like its appearance,” said junior and editorin-chief Joe Slama.
The process of making
the cover involved the combined efforts of numerous
people.
First, the yearbook staff
contacted Herff Jones eDesign, a company that assists
in making yearbooks. The

company allows yearbook
staffs like SLUH’s to design
and create the yearbook on
the computer.
The company gave the
staff design templates, colors,
and more to choose from.
Co-moderator and science teacher Robyn Wellen
explains, “We were looking
through [the design booklet] and the yearbook club
was seeing which ones they
were liking, what they were
gravitating to. Even personal
experiences were coming up.
You know, what do we want
to say? What is our theme
for this, and then what fits in
with that theme?”
The staff also gave their
input.
“I like that…the staff
had a lot of input and gave
it a significant amount of
thought with regard to everything that goes on,” said
Latin teacher and co-moderator Jennifer Ice.
The yearbook team has
completed more of the yearbook now than they had

in years past at this point.
Some of this progress is due
to better focus, but mostly
due to the number of people
involved in the club.
“I think we’re further
ahead this year than we were
last year, and last year we
were even farther ahead than
we were the year before,” said
Ice. “So I feel like every year
that we’re doing more and I
feel like we have a lot of students that are responsible.
We have a bigger core group.
Last year we probably had
four core kids who actually
did work. This year I’d say we
probably have a dozen.”
Even though the cover
will remain a surprise for
now, the yearbook staff assures that it will be worth the
wait.
“I think it’s going to be
spectacular,” said Wellen. “I
think it’s going to represent
SLUH well with everything
that makes SLUH so unique
and such a good working environment and learning environment.”

Senior Moms’ Cookie Sale
Wednesday and Thursday (Feb 12 and 13)
activity & lunch periods.
Proceeds benefit the Senior lock-in.
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Letter to the Editors

Thanks to Blue Crew
for wrestling support
To the editors:
Last Thursday, Jan. 31,
will go down as one of the
most enjoyable nights of
my coaching career. And
yes, part of that is due to
the way the SLUH wrestling
team performed—defeating
Chaminade 66-12 and DeSmet 76-3. But the biggest catalyst for my enjoyment—and
for the intensity with which
the team wrestled—was the
presence of the Blue Crew.
On a cold night after
their first day back at school
in over a month, senior Blue
Crew members showed up
toting big drums and even
bigger enthusiasm. With
each takedown they grew
louder and louder, and that
volume pumped the wrestlers up in a way that put the
best of my pre-match pep-

John Ott
Wrestling Coach

given consideration. All letters must be signed, but the
author’s name may be withheld from publication by
request and at the discretion
of the editors.

Over 20 WW2
Historians attend
club’s first meeting
BY Thomas
STAFF

T

Williams

he greatest generation is
fading, but a new club at
SLUH wants to preserve the
stories and honor the service
of veterans of the Second
World War.
Started by junior Nathan Price, the World War II
Historians Club aims to have
guest speakers come to meetings and tell their first-hand
accounts of the war.
“The main goal I have
for the club is for us to listen
to their stories and talk with
them,” said Price.
The club hopes to have
some guest speakers come
in to tell their first-hand accounts of the war. “We are
really the last generation to
have these guys here,” said
Price.
Price says he started the
club out of his own interest.
“I’ve always been interested in WWII ever since I
was in third or fourth grade,”
he said.
To gauge student interest in World War II, Price
sent an email to the student
body, outlining what the club
would be doing.
Price was pleased with
the response.
“I got a really good response,” said Price “I had 30
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Rubio and Fields advance in Teen Talent
photo | courtesy of Tom Rubio

talks to shame.
Wrestling, by its nature,
will always be something
of an overlooked endeavor.
And that’s not a bad thing.
There is something to be said
for the character-building
potential of cutting weight
alone on dark, cold mornings in order to perform to
the best of one’s ability in
mostly-empty gyms.
But it sure is nice, from
time to time, to have that
moment in the spotlight. To
feel the excitement of a big,
boisterous crowd. To know
that the product of your hard
work and sacrifice is noticed.
The Blue Crew gave that to
the wrestlers last Thursday
night, and for that I say thank
you.

Letters Policy
Every member of the
SLUH community is welcomed and encouraged to
submit a letter to the editors. Every letter received by
the editors will be read and
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Rubio (second from left) poses with his band, Red Letter Day, after a successful medley of Taylor Swift songs.
BY Paul J Fister
STAFF ARTIST

T

wo St. Louis U. High
seniors have made it
past the preliminaries of this
year’s Teen Talent Competition, presented by the Fox
Performing Arts Charitable
Foundation.
Senior Tom Rubio and
his band, Red Letter Day,
competed on Feb. 1 and senior Tom Fields, a solo singer, performed the day after.
Both acts joined 36 other
teenagers and teen groups to
form this year’s preliminary
round winners.

Fields and Red Letter
Day will compete again on
March 1 for the semifinals,
which will slim down the
group to 12 acts who will
compete on April 4 at the
Fox Theatre for scholarship
money prizes.
This is the first competition in which either SLUH
student has competed. Rubio, who plans to focus on
music in college, is excited
to be part of the competition.
He joined the band last fall
after playing guitar at the student-led Lift Prayer Service.
The band includes Rubio and

four DeSmet students.
“I had been playing
guitar and I’ve played a
little drums too,” said Rubio, “so (DeSmet senior)
Billy Donnely approached
me and asked if I wanted
to drum for their band.”
When the band decided to enter the competition, Rubio suggested they
perform a medley of Taylor
Swift songs—a suggestion he
assumed would be received
negatively. Red Letter Day
decided to perform the medley the preliminary round.
“(The
competition)
photo | courtesy of Tom Rubio

or so guys email me and 20
guys went to the first meeting.”
The club, moderated by
history teacher Tom McCarthy, had a meeting this past
Monday. Price said many of
the members expressed their
passion for remembering the
war. During the meeting,
Price showed introductory
clips from various documentaries about the war from
networks like National Geographic and PBS, discussed
what the club was about, and
considered ideas for possible
field trips.
Rubio (second from right) playing on the drums with his band.
The club aims to have
one or two meetings a month
in order to talk and plan
field trips. In an email to the
“Favorite Olympic Sport”
student body, Price noted
nolly
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Jack “Getting a ball and
shooting” Godar

Land” Chechik
Liam “Caber tossing” Con-

Ben “Honduran Cow Tipping” Banet

was only the fourth time we
had performed the medley,”
said Rubio. “We didn’t move
around much or use a lot of
personality, which is what
the judges like, so we’re definitely going to do more of
that and practice a lot for the
next round.”
Fields entered the competition as a solo singer performing what he described as
an “American crooner medley,” with songs from famous
singers like Frank Sinatra
and Bobby Darin.
Fields, who has sung
in the SLUH chorus and in
SLUH musicals like Little
Shop of Horrors and Brigadoon, said he was was thrilled
to be a part of the competition, and to make it past the
preliminary round.
“It’s really exciting,”
said Fields. “I got to see Sam
(Krausz) and Gabe (Newsham, both of whom were
finalists in last year’s competition), and I was like, “You
know what, why don’t I just
try it out,’ and I mean: here I
am!”
Fields and Red Letter
Day will perform against 34
other acts on March 1 to see
who will go on to perform on
the Fox stage in April.

Contributing Photographers
Mr. David “Curling (my hair)”
Laughlin
Mr. Patrick “Hot Yoga” Zarrick
Patrick “Bird Spotting:
Enderle
Dr. Ching-Ling “Figure Skating” Tai
Nolen “Jamaican Bobsled”
Doorack
Larry “DDRE” Hoerr
Contributing Artist
Gabe “Fiddlin’” Miller
Advisor
Mr. Scott “Sweater Vesting”
Hessell
Moderator
Mr. Steve “Essay grading”
Missey
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Meek to speedskate in
Sochi Winter Olympics
(continued from page 1)

was
accepted
into
SLUH. Outside of his timeconsuming speed skating
practices, Meek ran cross
country and wrote for the
Prep News. After high school,
Meek moved on to the University of Utah, where he received a bachelor’s degree in
Political Science.
Now 28, Meek is one day
away from his first Olympic race, a moment he has
long awaited. Despite all the
Olympic hype, Meek said his
life is not that different. As
of December, Meek was the
United States men’s speedskating marathon champion,
having won both 25- and
50-kilometer marathons at
the 2013 National Championships for marathon speedskating.
“Besides having a lot
more people actually caring
about my skating and my story, honestly not that much,”
said Meek. “We had four
days off after Olympic trials
to get our lives in order.”
For Meek, the road to
Sochi was long. Meek competed in Olympic trials in
2006 and 2010, but didn’t
qualify for any races.
“Just as humbling as being able to race,” Meek said,
“is being able to represent
America.”
“I think the biggest
thing I’m really looking forward to is being able to walk
behind the nation’s flag at
opening ceremonies,” said
Meek. “People talk about it,
it’s huge and there’s all this
honor. I’m really looking for-

ward to that opportunity to
represent our country to the
best of my ability.”
Meek is not the first
SLUH grad to experience
Olympic honor. Joe Becker,
’49, competed as a cyclist in
the 1949 Melbourne Olympics. More recently, Buzz
Demling, ’67, played on the
1972 men’s Olympic soccer
team.
Coincidentally, Meek—
who wrote regularly for the
Prep News—wrote a feature
his sophomore year detailing
Demling’s time at the Olympics. Thanks to Meek’s short
time as a Prep News editor his
senior year, approximately
.25 percent of all Prep News
editors have gone on to compete in the Olympics.
One other astounding
statistic: Meek’s age is equal
to the number of inches his
quadriceps measure in circumference—a bulging 28
inches.
After Sochi, Meek plans
to relax and take time to sort
out his life.
“My plan is to go with
my girlfriend to somewhere
warm on the beach and there
we’ll try to figure out the rest
of our lives,” said Meek. “I’m
not really sure what that entails at this point. It might
include some skating, it may
include other endeavors, but
I’m pretty much open to anything.”
Meek has advice for
SLUH students.
“If I could tell anyone
anything, it would be to really not give up,” said Meek.

This week in
Prep News
history...

“If you have a dream or you
have something that you’re
really striving for—no matter what it is, it could be being really good at chess or
wanting to write at a great
newspaper—no matter what
people tell you along the way,
if you really truly believe that
you can do it, you can. It’s
just a matter of putting in the
time and the hard work. It’ll
be well worth it when you
reach your overall goal.”
Meek appreciates the
help he got from SLUH’s
community.
“I can’t thank U. High
and the teachers and the entire faculty enough for the
support and what they’ve
given me throughout my
life,” said Meek. “When I
was walking through Backer
Hall, all these alumni would
come through and always
talk about how their four
years at SLUH were the best

years of their life, and I always kind of thought that
was kind of depressing, like,
‘The best four years of your
life were in high school?’ I
would just kind of shake my
head at them like, ‘You’re
crazy.’ But as I look back on
it, it’s true—not because of
the fact that you’re 18 years

old and you don’t have a care
in the world—but because of
what you’re learning.”
Finally, Meek values the
friendships built in the halls
and fields of SLUH.
“The other thing that
really stuck with me are the
friendships that I got from
that institution,” said Meek.

This circle’s circumference equals
the actual circumference of
Meek’s quads.

Foundation will be renewed.
The funds are being provided
to pay for a teacher, for textbooks, and for any other desirable teaching materials.
The determined effort
by the Carnegie Foundation to further instruction
in Chinese was provoked by
the U.S. government’s declaration that Russian and
Chinese (Mandarin dialect)
are the two most critical languages for Americans. The
SLUH curriculum already
features a four-year course
in Russian, and now it is to
be bolstered by a two-year
course in Chinese.
Present sophomores will
be given preference over the
present juniors in the selection of those who will study
Chinese next year. Several
strict requirements, however, must be met by all participants. Each student must
presently be a member of either the sophomore or junior
Honors Course. Each must

have earned on his most recent report card a minimum
grade of 85 in at least one
foreign language. Each will
have to drop one of his two
present foreign languages to
allow for his study of Chinese, but he will still remain
in the Honors Course even if
he drops Latin. Finally, each
student in the course will be
expected to devote 45 minutes a night to private study
of Chinese.
The
advantages
to
studying Chinese are numerous and varied. The government offers jobs to those few
skilled in the language; and
there is also the possibility of
solving and understanding
the valuable Chinese number
system.
Within a few weeks, the
administration will sponsor an evening meeting at
St. Louis U. High to discuss
the program further. Both
parents and students will be
invited.

“One of my best friends from
SLUH was out here when I
made the Olympic team. I
don’t know many other athletes who made the Olympic team who had their best
friend from high school here
with them. So I think that’s
kind of something special.”

graphic | courtesy of Mr. Dick Wehner

Above: A brief Twitter
conversation that took place
between Athletic Director
Dick Wehner and Patrick
Meek shortly after Meek
qualified for the men’s 5000m
speedskating event.
artwork | Paul Fister

The following article is
from Volume 27, Issue 6 of
the Prep News. It was published on February 17, 1964,
and is the first article detailing St. Louis U. High’s first
Chinese Course. This archive
is the first in a feature series
celebrating 50 years of SLUH’s
Chinese program.
St. Louis U. High is one
of three secondary schools
in the St. Louis metropolitan
area selected by a committee
from Washington University
as pilot high schools for the
teaching of a two-year course
in the Chinese language
(Mandarin dialect).
This experiment is being financed by the Carnegie
Foundation, which has made
available funds for the next
three years. At the end of
this period, the administration of the school will determine whether the course has
served its purpose; if so, the
contract with the Carnegie

Meek, far right, with International Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach, second from right, and Olympic short track
speedskaters J. R. Celski and Kyle Carr in early February.

Donations

We are still in need of donations for this
year’s auction. Donations are due next week.
Items can be left at the SLUH reception desk.
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Letter sent to publisher of textbook
about analogy in text between“dirteaters” and sexually active gays
photo | Ben Banet

The heading and first paragraph of the section containing the contentious analogy.

(continued from page 1)
year’s book, with the metaphor removed.
Senior and sophomore
theology teachers decided
to send the letter after a discussion where they reviewed
each other’s curriculum
maps around homosexuality
and read the passage aloud.
Both years of teachers were
included because both years
address issues of sexuality in
class.
“When people read that
section, there was concern.
Concern in the sense that
people felt like the number
one priority in everything we
do is to keep in mind pastorally what the students need.
And they felt like the analogy
that was being used in the
textbook was misguided and
could give a real false impression,” said Rob Garavaglia,
the chair of the theology department.
At that meeting, sophomore theology teacher Jon
Ott volunteered to write a
letter to Ascension Press to
address the groups concern.
The letter said that “Despite (Theology of the Body
for Teens) overall quality, the
book contains one particular
analogy that my colleagues
and I find objectionable and
insulting.”
The letter went on to
say that “convincing sixteen
year-olds to value and practice chastity and to follow
the teachings of the Catholic
Church is no easy task. Unfortunately that task is made
more difficult when that
teaching is connected to degrading and alienating images such the one included in
this book.”
The letter ended saying that the SLUH theology
department “seriously considered discontinuing our
photo | Ben Banet

A copy of the Theology of the
Body For Teens textbook.

use of it in our classes,” and
asked for that section to be
removed.
The company’s response,
written by Steve Motyl, the
director of the company’s
Theology of the Body Division, said that the company
agreed with the concerns in
the letter and had already
changed the textbook.
Ott and fellow theology
teacher Deacon Allen Boedeker both said the department
would likely have continued
using the book if the change
had not been made.
“Unfortunately
with
theology textbooks there is
a very limited variety, and
in my experience the one we
use in that class currently is
the best out there,” said Ott.
The analogy is used in
chapter seven of the current
book, in a section specifically
addressing homosexuality.
The section begins by arguing that a “natural law” can
be used to determine whether an action is good or evil.
The book then asks its readers to “imagine a man who
desired to eat dirt instead of
food.”
The book goes on to say
that, because the man’s body
is not designed to eat dirt,
even if he feels a “subjective
desire” to eat dirt, it is “not in
line with the objective order
of his body.” The book then
says readers should consider
the book’s analysis of homosexuality “with this in mind.”
Later, when arguing
that sexual organs are designed for use only with opposite sex partners, the book
again references the analogy
of the dirt eater, saying “In
fact, using them in this way
can sometimes be physically
damaging (similar to the actions of the “dirt eater” mentioned earlier.)”
The rewritten pages in
the new edition replace much
of the text on the pages that
contained the analogy with a
reflection from a gay Catholic on his decision to remain
celibate. The reflection does,
at one point, say “Maybe my
daughter has some kind of
condition that makes her like
sand better than food, but I
still wouldn’t let her use it.”
While approving of the
change overall, Ott said “I
think there are still issues in
that section of the book.” Ott

said he thought the “connotation not as severe” for the
metaphor involving sand.
Ott said he handled the
section by reading it aloud
in class and pointing out the
problems with it. Ott said
students had asked about the
section in the past.
“Based on our discussion, I felt (the theology
teachers) all deal with this in
basically the same way: acknowledging the fault of that
metaphor, while trying as
best as we can to address the
church’s teaching in pastoral
and loving ways,” said Ott.
Ott and Boedeker both
agreed the change in the text
would have little effect on
how they taught their classes.
“I hope that fewer
people will be hurt by the
text, but I don’t think it will
change the content of what I
teach,” said Ott.
Ott said that he would
continue to teach “the reasons for why the church
does not accept as valid homosexual activity while emphasizing the fact that people
with homosexual attractions
don’t choose that, and don’t
deserve to be anything other
than loved and are called to
live a life of chastity like everybody else.”
Garavaglia called the
meeting after senior Stephen
Lumetta contacted several
theology teachers to discuss
concerns about that selection
and other concerns about
the textbook. Lumetta spoke
with the teachers after Prep
News editors began to consider writing an editorial
about the dirt eater analogy.
“Comparing gay people—and specifically people
who do homosexual acts—to
dirt eaters was not very pastorally caring, loving; that
didn’t seem to have the message that even the catechism
has,” said Lumetta.
Lumetta said the teachers he spoke to were very responsive.
After Ott received the
response, he forwarded the
email discussion to Lumetta.
“I was surprised (to get
that email). I was pleased
that Mr. Ott had discussed
it with other teachers and
taken action about it. I was
kind of surprised that the
publisher had changed (the
book),” said Lumetta.
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Imagining 18: Campus Facilities
and Sustainability
(continued from page 1)
want to be national and
world leaders in spiritual
and educational formation.
So the question for our committee is, what do we need to
challenge the school to do in
terms of grounds and facilities to get there?” said Linhares.
To tackle the question,
the committee’s members
have been divided up into
four subcommittees: energy
and mechanical systems,
chaired by Wilson; landscape and grounds, chaired
by Linhares; food and waste
management, chaired by
social studies teacher Anne
Marie Lodholz; and curriculum and student formation,
chaired by science teacher
Bill Anderson.
Some bold ideas have
been proposed. According to
Linhares, Wilson suggested
the possibility that SLUH
should think about getting
off the electrical grid.
“I was blown away that
the guy would even mention such a thing. Do I think
SLUH can get off the grid by
2018? No, I don’t think we
can, but the point is, we do
really want to take a good,
hard look at how low we can
go in terms of energy use,”
said Linhares.
Part of getting off the
grid would involve improving energy efficiency. Since
the Backer Memorial is an
old building, the structure of
the building would need to
be made energy-efficient to
help reach the goal of getting
off the grid.
“What are we doing
with the outer envelope of
the school that can help us to

conserve the energy that we
use in the short term?” said
Linhares.
In terms of landscaping,
the committee and SLUH
also have a lot of flexibility.
The goal within five or ten
years is to have a campus
filled with native plants that
fit a larger, integrated plan.
The curriculum and
student formation subcommittee has been working on
incorporating sustainability into the existing curriculum. The subcommittee isn’t
looking to add more classes,
but they’re looking to make
sure that existing classes
have what they need to incorporate sustainability into
the curriculum. Adequate
lab space, adding on to the
garden, and getting a greenhouse were all ideas mentioned by Anderson.
Anderson said he also
wants to see more collaborative work between different
departments for incorporating sustainability. One example he mentioned was the
environmental science class
working with the theatre tech
class to build the hydroponics system.
The food and waste
management subcommittee
has considered the possibility of getting SLUH to the
point of being a zero-waste
school and analyzing what
materials the school uses and
throws away, according to
Linhares. The subcommittee
is also asking broad questions about how to improve
SLUH’s food program.
“What are the best ideas
in sustainable food production for schools? And

5

how could we incorporate
those goals into our longterm goals at SLUH?” asked
Lodholz.
The food and waste
management
subcommittee has given questionnaires
to Food Service Consultants (FSC) in order to get a
sense of what the school can
do. They have also toured
MICDS and met with former
SLUH social studies teacher
Matt Buha, who has been
working on nutritional programs that would give athletes the best possible diet.
Buha is helping the group
figure out the best nutritional programs for adolescent
males.
While research is still
going on for the subcommittees, the entire Campus Facilities/Sustainability Committee will meet on March 1
(along with the other committees) to plan how to pull
together its findings into one
report. The group has kept
in touch with each other
through Google Docs.
During the last visioning campaign, Vision 2000,
SLUH’s campus expanded,
and the school bought more
property to construct the
Danis Field House. While
Linhares said the committee
isn’t specifically thinking of
property purchase, it is going to tell SLUH to keep it in
mind.
“Our committee would
say, ‘SLUH needs to always be
thinking about that question
(of purchasing property). But
I don’t think we’re coming to
the table and saying, ‘Hey,
SLUH, buy this half-mile
square property over here,’”
said Linhares.

Sisyphus publishes winter issue
sculpture | Larry Hoerr

(continued from page 1)
“We take the things received either electronically
or submitted to the Sisyphus box, and we remove
the names so that the editors
don’t have the names when
reading the submissions,”
said Moran.
The process of reviewing all of the submissions begins in mid-January. Junior
and literary editor Hap Burke
noted that this was one of his

favorite parts of Sisyphus.
“Though some think it
is tedious, I happen to enjoy
it,” said Burke.
The editors and moderators gather together to discuss the works, scoring each
work with a number one
through ten. After that, the
moderators come together to
discuss which pieces will be
in the magazine. Each literary piece that may be in the
magazine is then assigned its
own editor, who talks with

each writer about suggestions for editing the piece.
At this point in time,
the art editors are also going through submissions
and deciding which works
will be in the magazine. The
moderators, alongside the art
editors, edit the art by cropping it, and after that, during the layout day, the whole
group gets together to discuss where different literary
and art pieces will go in the
magazine.
“One of the things that
we’re looking for is not that
the artwork illustrates the
writing, but that the tone
between the two should be
similar,” said Moran.
A few weeks from now,
a Sisyphus podcast will come
out. The podcast will highlight some works from this
issue and will feature interviews and discussions with
the authors. Podcasts from
previous years can be found
at the Sisyphus page on the
SLUH website.
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Racquetball remains
undefeated, one to go
BY Charlie
REPORTER

Mueth

O

n Monday, Feb. 3, St.
Louis U. High’s racquetball team dominated
Parkway West (6-2) by a
score of 6-1 to improve to 9-0
on the year.
“The temptation is always to play the other person’s game,” said head coach
Joe Koestner. “A little of that
happened in some of the
players’ games. But, when
they got their focus back
and concentrated on SLUH
strategy, they didn’t have any
trouble winning their matches. They are smart enough
players and strong enough
players that they were able
to get their focus back and
come through and win.”
After a rough start, the
doubles team of juniors Brian Kissel and Ike Simmon
continued their success by
hitting several good serves.
Senior and No. 6 seed
Gabe McCullough wore
down a talented opponent,
eventually winning in two
close games.
The No. 5 seed, senior
Rob Hayes, lost a very close
first game, but battled back
to win the second. In the tiebreaker, a few mistakes hurt
Hayes as he lost a nail-biter.
“I expect that when it
comes to State, (Hayes) will
win the match against this
guy,” said Koestner.
As the No. 4 seed, senior
Jacob Abrahamian aced his
opponent several times and
capitalized on his opponent’s
mistakes en route to a blowout win.
Junior and No. 3 seed
Kevin Schneier continued
his dominance, giving up
just seven points in the whole
match.
No. 2 seed Alex Burbee
got off to a 5-0 lead before
falling behind 7-5. However, Burbee rebounded and
pulled away to win the game.
The second game was a
back-and-forth struggle between the two players, but
Burbee eventually overcame
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Capitol offense: Basketball scores 77, but falls
to Jefferson City in double overtime

his opponent and won the
match.
“I felt like I played decently well,” said Burbee.
“I played better in the first
game than I did in the second game. I tried focusing more on passing, and it
showed off.”
“I think I’m playing a
lot better,” said Burbee. “I
think I am in a groove before
State and Nationals, which is
exactly where I want to be. I
feel comfortable with most of
my shots, and my serves are
all good right now.”
As always, senior No. 1
seed Thomas Riganti got off
to a slow start, but fought
back to tie his opponent.
Riganti continued his momentum and won the game
by playing to his opponent’s
weaknesses.
In the second game,
Riganti was very frustrated
with himself, as he was down
7-2 with little control over
the game. Gradually, he came
back and, for the rest of the
game, the two were neck and
neck until Riganti won a few
crucial points to defeat his
opponent.
“It wasn’t one of my
better matches that I have
played,” said Riganti. “I didn’t
really hit that well. I think I
kind of got sucked into his
game, but I think I was able
to use my timeouts well to regroup. I was able to to use the
smart play that Doc teaches
us to overcome a pretty big
deficit in both games.”
“We’re getting there,”
said Koestner in reference to
the team’s preparation for the
upcoming State and National
tournaments.
“I think we are going to
do really well in State,” said
Burbee. “Nationals will be a
bit more of a challenge just
because all of the competition will be a notch up from
what we are used to here in
St. Louis.”
Just one win away from
an undefeated season, the
team will square off against
Parkway North-Central on
Feb. 10.

BY Marty
STAFF

Johnson

D

espite scoring a seasonhigh 77 points, the St.
Louis U. High basketball
team lost to Jefferson City in
double overtime 84-77 Friday night in the state capitol.
The Jr. Bills, who rely
heavily on their staunch defense to win games, found
trouble against the Jays, who
did something that no other
team had done against SLUH
this year: score 80 points.
“We gave up too many
transition points. We hardly
ever give up any transition
points,” said head coach
Erwin Claggett. “It was really uncharacteristic for us
to give up that many points
because we’re usually more

defensively sound.”
While the defense
struggled, the Jr. Bills’ offense
flourished. The team was 25
of 54 (46 percent) from the
floor, hitting 11 three pointers in the process. SLUH’s
sharpshooting gave them
a 25-18 lead after the first
quarter and a 39-38 lead at
the half.
But the Jays would not
be denied. Led by junior
standout O.G. Anunoby, the
Jays outscored the Jr. Bills
20-10 in the third quarter,
and the Jr. Bills trailed them
58-49 going into the final
quarter.
But the Jr. Bills were not
done, outscoring the Jays
19-10 in the fourth quarter.
Senior Austin Sottile’s threepointer with four seconds
remaining sent the game into

the first overtime.
In the first overtime,
the Jr. Bills hung tough, once
again scoring in the waning
seconds to send the game to
a second overtime period.
But SLUH simply couldn’t
keep up with Jays, who shot a
sizzling 60 percent from the
field in the second overtime.
“You don’t really know
such about a team like that.
We had some game film on
them, but you really have to
see them play,” said senior
captain Ollie Tettamble.
The team found its biggest challenge in Anunoby,
who had a double-double,
scoring 29 points and snagging 11 rebounds.
“He was shooting well
from the outside and was
able to drive and finish,”
said junior forward Hunter

Schmidt.
Sophomore Matt Nester led the scoring for the Jr.
Bills with 22 points, followed
by senior big man David
Schmelter (17) and Sottile
(16).
While the loss was
disappointing, the Jr. Bills
have no time to dwell on it
because tonight they face
the No. 1 team in the state,
Chaminade. Though they
have lost to the Red Devils
twice this season, the Jr. Bills
are hoping that the third is
the charm.
“I’m looking forward to
getting Jayson Tatum back,”
said Tettamble.
“We all believe that we
can beat this team if we play
as we should,” said Schmidt.
The game will begin at 7
p.m. at Chaminade.

After weak start, RifleBills believe they have
shot at Nationals
BY Alex Wang
REPORTER

A

fter a rough start to the
year with a tough loss
to Ozark High School and a
last-place finish at the Raider
Classic, the Riflebills came
back strong at the Bastean
Classic, which took place
at Pekin Community High
School on Jan. 19. There,
the Riflebills rebounded to
dominate the competition
with captain Thomas Lally
(Jr.) finishing in first place
with a score of 579 out of 600
possible points. His score
was ten points ahead of the

runner-up.
Three other team members finished in the top 20,
including junior Matt Bates,
who finished in eighth place
with a total of 555, and sophomore Sean Wohlstadter,
who finished 13th.
With junior Brennan
McFarland attending the
Pro-Life March in Washington, D.C. that day, the team
did not expect a top three
finish. Sophomore Grant
Ludwig, a JV member of the
team, filled in for McFarland
and posted a solid score to
finish 20th.

Bates said, “My score fell
short of my true capabilities.
I was unfocused that day, and
with practice I hopefully will
be able to shoot in the 580s.
I will try my best to bring
SLUH its first 1st place finish
this year.”
A 580 would secure one
of the top spots at any meet
SLUH attends, according to
Bates.
Wohlstadter said, “This
year has been rough, but as
a team we have worked hard
to improve and one of our
disadvantages has been the
lack of seniors on the varsity

squad. However the juniors
and us sophomores have
pulled it together and really
tried our best.”
On Jan. 18, the team also
performed well at Highland,
where Wohlstadter’s talk was
backed up by his high score
of 558. Lally (571), Bates
(565), and McFarland (561)
all performed well.
“Despite the rough start
we had to start the season,
I believe that with the hard
work we have been putting in
we could be national champions by the end of the year,”
said McFarland.

Wrestling dismantles DeSmet, Chaminade in Tri
Photo | Nolen Doorack

Racquetball vs. Parkway West
Feb. 3
Seed/Player

Score

Outcome

1 Thomas Riganti

15-11, 15-13

W

2 Alex Burbee

15-9, 15-13

W

3 Kevin Schneier

15-5, 15-2

W

4 Jacob Abrahamian

15-4,15-3

W

5 Robert Hayes

13-15, 15-8, 8-11

L

6 Gabe McCullough

15-8, 15-10

W

Doubles: Brian Kissel
and Ike Simmon

15-4,15-10

W

The Wrestle Bills faced off in a tri-meet last Thursday against Chaminade and DeSmet, beating Chaminade
77-3 and DeSmet 66-12. The meet was “a lot of fun because the guys who came out and cheered made it awesome” to wrestle, said senior wrestler Sean Mulligan. The team was supposed to have a meet Wednesday, but it
was snowed out.
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Bills go 2-1 in round robin, seeded No. 4 for playoff bracket play
BY Thomas
CORE STAFF

Riganti

W

ith wins over Francis
Howell and Lindbergh, the St. Louis U. High
hockey team moved out of
the round-robin portion
of the playoffs and into the
brackets, where it is seeded
No. 4 behind Chaminade,
DeSmet, and CBC—opponents that SLUH has been
unable to defeat during the
regular season.
Despite the snow Tuesday evening, SLUH faced off
against Lindbergh at Webster
Ice Rink. The Jr. Bills and the
Flyers battled back and forth
into the second period. With
two goals from senior Christian Hoffmeister and one
goal from senior captain Stan
Pawlow, SLUH had a 4-3 lead
heading into the third.
“We didn’t score as
many as we should have but
we had a lot of chances,” said
head coach Kevin Fitzpatrick. “We were very disciplined. Most teams are going
to be physical against us but
we’re not a big team, we’re
not a very physical team, so
for other teams to be successful against us, they’ve got
to come out and be physical. Lindbergh took a lot of
penalties and that wore them
down. We were able to maintain our composure and not
retaliate.”
“We dominated the
whole time,” said Pawlow.
“We were in their end the
whole time. They took some
bad penalties and we were
able to capitalize on them.
We had a lot more scoring
chances than the scoreboard
shows. We probably should
have put a few more in.”
Despite the one-goal
lead entering the third period, Fitzpatrick felt confi-

dent in his players and their
command of the game. According to Fitzpatrick, the
majority of play was in the
Lindbergh zone.
“I thought that we had
the momentum throughout
the game,” said Fitzpatrick.
“We outshot them (at a rate
of ) two to one. I thought that
we were controlling play. We
felt pretty good about where
we were at the whole game.”
The advantage for the
Jr. Bills continued into the
third as SLUH got a few
more chances. SLUH held
off the Flyers and Hoffmeister completed the hat trick
with an empty-net goal with
under a minute to play as the
game ended 5-3, sending the
Jr. Bills to the next round and
keeping their quest to defend
the Challenge Cup alive.
Like he has all season,
senior goalie Brenden Haselhorst led the team with his
outstanding play in net. It
has been his consistent performance and leadership that
has kept SLUH competitive
all season long.
“Haselhorst played great
for us,” said coach Kevin
Fitzpatrick. “He made some
really fantastic saves to preserve the one-goal lead.”
SLUH’s defense held
strong as well, not giving the
Flyers much time in the Jr.
Bill zone. The night before,
the Jr. Bills earned their first
playoff win of the season
against Francis Howell.
Francis Howell led 2-1
early after a slow start for the
Jr. Bills.
“We started out a little
slow in the first period,” said
Fitzpatrick.
“Once they scored
the first goal, we realized it
wasn’t going to be a cakewalk

unless we put in all of our effort,” said Pawlow.
Goals from sophomore
Patrick Pence, junior Danny Tarlas, freshman Luke
Gassett, senior Jack Kinzel,
freshman Louis Garavaglia,
and senior Liam FitzGerald
gave SLUH a commanding
7-2 lead to end the second
period.
The final score was 8-3
SLUH.
For their first of their
three playoff games, the Jr.
Bills lost to the CBC Cadets
at Affton in the teams’ third
matchup this season. CBC
dominated control and possession in the first period,
using physicality to keep
the Jr. Bills on their toes. No
matter what SLUH did, CBC
continued to move the puck
around the offensive zone,
forcing SLUH to try to clear
it. Even after clearing the
puck, they struggled to set up
in the CBC defensive zone as
SLUH’s only shots came on
breakaways.
Haselhorst took the
brunt of the onslaught, facing
16 shots in the first period. It
was his stellar performance
between the pipes, though,
that kept SLUH in the game.
The team was feeding off of
him.
“He definitely made a
big difference for us in that
first period,” said Fitzpatrick.
“They clearly had the much
better play. He held us in
there.”
“He really saved us,” said
Pawlow. “It could have been a
lot worse without him.”
With just 2.2 seconds to
play in the first period, CBC
threw a shot on goal that
Haselhorst was able to block,
but it left him out of position.
A Cadet corralled the loose

puck and tried to shove it in
the empty right side of the
net but Haselhorst laid out
for diving glove save to keep
the game scoreless.
The CBC offensive attack started right where it
had left off in the second
period and it seemed as
though CBC would continue
to dominate the pace of the
game. Early in the second period, Hoffmeister and Pence
moved into the CBC zone,
got a solid shot on net, and
earned a faceoff left of the
net. SLUH had finally started
to generate some momentum
to give them a chance at scoring.
CBC turned it around
with 3:02 left. With bodies
in front of the net, CBC got
a shot on goal and after the
rebound bounced around
the mess, a Cadet forced it
past Haselhorst to put CBC
up 1-0. A scuffle ensued and,
after the officiating crew had
reviewed the play, two Cadets were sent to the box,
giving SLUH a five-on-three
power play.
After establishing control in the CBC zone, SLUH
fired a barrage of shots on
net and eventually CBC senior goalie Joe Staely lost his
stick. Despite the chaos unfolding in front of him, Staely was able to cover the puck
and force a faceoff, averting
SLUH’s attempt to tie the
game at one.
“He’s definitely one
of the better goalies in the
league,” said Fitzpatrick.
“That really made a big difference. If we can score one
or two goals there and take
advantage of the power play
that we had, it might be a different game. They were able
to kill off a full two-man ad-

From the inbox of the Prep News...
Permit me to inform you of my desire of going into business relationship with you. I got your
contact from the International web site directory (the list available through http://gmail.sluh.org).
I prayed over it and selected your name among other names due to it’s esteeming nature and the
recommendations given to me as a reputable and trust worthy publication I can do business with
and by the recommendations I must not hesitate to confide in you for this simple and sincere business.
I am Jim Raterman; the only Son of late Mr and Mrs Rich Moran. My father was a very wealthy
English teacher in Abidjan,the economic capital of Ivory Coast before he was poisoned to death by
his business associates on one of their outing to discuss whether or not “A&P” was comic or ironic.
When my mother died on the 21st October 1984, my father took me and my younger brother
BILL GEORGE special because we are motherless. Before the death of my father on 30th June 2002
in a private hospital here in Abidjan. He secretly called me on his bedside and told me that he has
a sum of $12.500.000 (Twelve Million, five hundred thousand dollars) left in a suspense account
in a local Bank here in Abidjan, that he used my name as his first Daughter for the next of kin in
deposit of the fund.
He also explained to me that it was because of this wealth and some huge amount of money his
business associates supposed to balance his from the deal they had that he was poisoned by his
business associates, that I should seek for a God fearing foreign partner in a country of my choice
where I will transfer this money and use it for investment purpose, (such as real estate management). Sir, we are honourably seeking your assistance in the following ways.

score was 4-1 CBC as the
Cadets outshot the Jr. Bills
52-20.
“I felt they outplayed
us in the third period,” said
Pawlow. “I thought we stuck
with them pretty well for
two periods of play. Without
Haselhorst, we would have
been in a lot more trouble.
He did his part.”
CBC, DeSmet, and
Chaminade have given the
Jr. Bills some trouble this
regular season. Those three
teams, in addition to SLUH
and Vianney, make up the
Southwest Division 1, where
SLUH is 2-5-1 with 19 goals
for and 25 goals against.
Despite the poor record
in the division and the loss
to CBC in the first game of
the playoffs, the wins against
Lindbergh and Francis Howell give the team some confidence.
“I think we’re really
starting to gain some momentum here and hopefully
we can continue that into
the next couple rounds and
get into the finals,” said Fitzpatrick. “There’s no doubt in
my mind that we can beat
any one of those three teams.
We’ve got to be on our best
and we’ve got to be far more
disciplined and stay out of
the box. I’m very confident
we will.”
“With DeSmet and
Chaminade, we’ve had leads
going into the last five minutes,” said Pawlow. “I think
that if were able to get ahead
of them again, we won’t make
the same mistake twice.”
SLUH’s first playoff
bracket game is this evening
against Lindbergh at 9:15 at
South County. They will face
the Flyers again on Monday
at 8:00 at Affton.

Signing Day

Dear Respected Publication,
GREETINGS,

vantage and we weren’t able
to capitalize. I think that
was the turning point in the
game.”
“We had a lot of scoring opportunities and that
goalie came up big,” said
Pawlow. “Eventually, he was
able to cover the puck and
that just gave me the feeling
of exasperation. That was
our chance. It gave them momentum and took momentum away from us.”
As the horn sounded to
end the second, SLUH was
down 1-0 but the Jr. Bills had
played a strong 15 minutes of
hockey and had pulled close
to CBC.
With 14:29 left in the
third period, CBC scored
a beautiful goal off of three
passes around the net that
created an opening, making
it 2-0 CBC. Not only did the
goal put SLUH down two but
it also seemed to suck away
the energy SLUH needed to
construct a comeback. The
penalty box filled with many
Jr. Bills as the night progressed, making it difficult to
pull themselves back in the
game.
“The last two CBC
games, we’ve taken a lot of
penalties,” said Fitzpatrick.
“It’s hardenough competing with those guys at even
strength, five on five but being shorthanded, it’s almost
impossible. We’ve just got to
be more disciplined in those
bigger games. We can’t let
our emotions get the best of
us.”
CBC had two more
goals by the ten-minute mark
to put the game away at 4-0.
Tarlas tried to get SLUH going with a strong shift at the
ten-minute mark but it was
too little, too late. The final

Senior

Sport

John Ceriotti
TJ Daniels
Tony Doellefeld
Mike Hall
Eddie Howe
Michael Layton
Luke Nash
Luke Robinson
Scott Schaeffer
Michael Swan
Sam Sykora
Andrew Waller
Raymond Wingo

Baseball
Football
Soccer
Football
Soccer
Baseball
Soccer
Baseball
Golf
Track and Field
Football
Baseball
Football

School
Missouri S and T
Quincy
University of Tulsa
SEMO
East Central College
SLU
Rockhurst
Lafayette College, Penn.
Rockhurst
SLU
Missouri S and T
CBC
Mizzou

The Winter/Fall Sports Signing Day will take place today at 3:15pm in the upper level of
the Field House .

1) To provide a Bank account where this money would be transferred to.
2) To serve as the guardian of this since I am a girl of 26 years.
Moreover Sir, we are willing to offer you 15% of the sum as compensation for effort input after the
successful transfer of this fund to your designate account overseas. please feel free to contact ,me
via this email address
jraterman@sluh.org
Anticipating to hear from you soon.
Thanks and God Bless.
Best regards.
Mister Jim Raterman

Parody | Giuseppe Vitellaro

Rescheduled Basketball

The following games were scheduled to take place on Tuesday but were canceled due to the
impeding winter storm. They have been rescheduled for the following times:

Thursday, February 13th, 2014, Danis Field House

JV Basketball vs. Kirkwood, 4:30pm
V Basketball vs. Kirkwood, 6pm
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Friday, January 31
SLUH’s Chinese program celebrated its 50th anniversary and the Chinese
New Year. See p. 2 for a report on the event.
SLUH
film
club
screened Captain Phillips,
the true story of an American
shipping captain whose ship
was boarded by Somalian
pirates. The film has been
nominated for a Best Picture
Academy Award.
Yearbook finalized their
cover for the 2013-14 yearbook
Anime Club screened
an anime called Hamatong
about paranormal detectives.
It was selected by senior Alex
Shaver.
Monday, February 3
Junior Pastoral Team
met during lunch to discuss
possibility of going on Urban Challenge and listened
to Adam Cooley, Sean Mulligan, and Justin Lukas testify
to their experience in Camden.
ACES met during activity period to discuss their
upcoming Harmony Prayer
Service, which other schools
will be attending also.
World War II Historians Club had their first
ever meeting in room M108.

Minutes
Twenty-four out of the 30
students who responded to
the school-wide email gathered to watch documentaries on World War II, and to
discuss the purpose of the
group: “to recognize and respect the sacrifices our soldiers gave to us during that
war.” They plan to take a trip
to Jefferson Barracks in April
for World War II weekend,
and are looking forward to
several out of state trips. See
article on p. 3 of this week’s
Prep News.
Thomas À Kempis
Club met in J128 to read and
discuss chapter thirteen of
The Imitation of Christ, and
they mainly discussed resisting temptations. Their next
meeting is a Mass on Feb. 24.
Tickets went on sale for
the Dauphin Player’s production of Guys and Dolls.
7:30 p.m. showings Feb. 1316, with an additional 2:00
matinee performance on the
16th.
The Fall issue of Sisyphus went on sale. See p. 1 of
this week’s Prep News.
Tuesday, February 4
Due to the abbreviated schedule, a SLUH-PAC
meeting which planned to
discuss the State of the Union
speech and developments in
the Israeli-Palestinian con-

flict was postponed until today.
A Pax Christi meeting,
where members planned to
present a Fair Trade policy to
SLUH principal John Moran,
was delayed by the snow day
schedule.
Wednesday, February 5
Some senior athletes
were scheduled to declare
their intention to play for a
college team. The snow day
moved the signing to Friday.
The Tea Club’s scheduled meeting during activity
period in the Ignatian Conference Room was preempted by the snow.
Students
for
Life
planned to follow up on lobbying from the pro-life trip
as well as discuss actions for
Feb. 26th when Missouri is
scheduled to execute another
inmate, but fell victim to yet
another snow day.
Thursday, February 6
A cappella club met to
practice a new slate of songs,
including the unofficial Australian national anthem,
Waltzing Matilda.
An activity period meeting to plan out the golf season was delayed to today,
but was cancelled and will be
held on Friday during activ-

Friday, February 7
ity period in the old cafeteria.
Sophomores took a rescheduled PLAN test.
Pax Christi met to
discuss a possible petition
toabolish the death penalty. They also decided that
two members of their club
will talk with STUCO about
Fair Trade options for Mission Week clothing today.
Their proposal to Dr. Moran regarding a school-wide
fair trade policy, originally
scheduled for Tuesday, was
rescheduled to March 6.
Drew Kirschman, S.J., will be
at the next meeting.
Freshman
Pastoral
Team met and split into
committees for Pastoral
Team Service Day, Pastoral
Team Rec Night, and Eucharistic Adoration. They separately made progress in each
committee, brainstorming
and writing their ideas down,
and they plan to discuss their
results at their next meeting.
Philosophical Debates
Club pushed back a planned
meeting due to the Sophomore PLAN test. Today, they
plan to finalize their officers’
elections and discuss whether SLUH should be a co-ed
school.
—compiled by Sam
Chechik, Liam Connolly, Joe
Laughlin, Adam Thorp

Conversation: Missouri Sportswriter Award
Winner Dave Matter, ‘96
Senior sports editor Will Smith
talked by email this week with
the winner of the Missouri
Sportswriters Award, Dave
Matter, ’96, to discuss his time
at SLUH, his recent award,
and his career in journalism.
Will Smith: What was
your role on the Prep News?
How early did you get involved?
Dave Matter: I started
at the Prep News my first day
of classes as a freshman and
was assigned to gather results
of all freshmen and JV sports
teams during the fall season.
I went around each morning during homeroom and
talked to the coaches of each
team and got their results
and compiled it for a weekly
segment. Humble beginnings
but I loved being part of the
team.
WS: How big a role did
it play in your high school
career?
DM: My role grew with
the paper each year. I covered the varsity basketball
team full-time starting my
junior year. That was my primary beat, but I also helped
with other stories, too. By my
senior year I was one of four
co-editors.
WS: What are your
fondest memories? What was

your favorite story?
DM: I loved Thursday
nights, staying up late, finishing the paper alongside my
friends.
It was exhilarating to
put a week’s worth of work
into the stories, the designs
and all the editing and have
a product in your hands as
Thursday night turned into
Friday morning.
My sophomore year, attendance at home basketball
games had started to dwindle. I didn’t think the Student
Council was doing enough
to promote the team. I wrote
a pretty scathing column
blasting the Student Council for being lazy and not
caring about the basketball
program. It took some guts,
I suppose, but shortly after
the paper came out on Friday, sure enough, they hastily
scheduled an impromptu pep
rally in the gym to try and
generate some excitement
for that night’s game. Oddly enough, more students
showed up to that game than
any previous game that season. For the first time I felt
like something I wrote made
a tiny bit of difference.
WS: Was there one faculty member at SLUH that
influenced you?
DM: Jim Raterman. He

was our faculty advisor. He
was our god. He got me addicted to journalism and not
just the writing and reporting but the entire process
of producing a paper every
week. He had boundless energy and passion for the paper, and as students we followed his lead.
WS: How did the Prep
News prepare you for your
career in journalism? When
did you know you wanted to
be a journalist? Why did you
choose to be a sports journalist?
DM: More than anything, my experience at
SLUH put me on a course.
When I met with my advisors when it came time to
pick a college, I only looked
at places with strong journalism schools. I wanted to
be a newspaper reporter,
nothing else. Specifically, a
sportswriter. A handful of
schools were tempting, but
the University of Missouri
was too good, too close and
too affordable to pass up. As
early as middle school, every
morning began with devouring every word of the PostDispatch sports section. And
once I got into the newspaper
lifestyle at SLUH, I knew that
was my calling. It sounds a
little pretentious, but from
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that point on, it’s all I wanted
to do in life.
I grew up a huge sports
fan, but over time became an
even bigger fan of sportswriting. I wanted to write about
the games, the coaches, the
players, the teams and tell
the stories that you just can’t
get by watching the action
unfold in the stadium or
on TV. My heroes weren’t
the athletes but the guys
who pecked away at their
keyboards and brought to
life the grimy newsprint in
newspapers and the magical
glossy pages in Sports Illustrated. I treasured copies of
SI. I’ve never thrown away a
copy, from grade school to
high school to college to all
the years since college. What
started as a hobby became a
superstition. I considered it
bad luck to throw them away.
Between my parents’ house
in St. Louis and my home in
Columbia, there are an untold number of boxes filled
with SI’s dating back to the
late 1980s.
WS: How did it feel to be
named the Missouri Sportswriter of the Year? Who
picks that? Why do you think
you were selected? After you
graduated from Mizzou what
path did you take to lead to
this award?

Schedule R
Junior Kairos
AP
Snack–chicken giggles
4pm
B Basketball @ Chaminade 7pm V Basketball
@ Chaminade
Lunch Special–steak and cheese on French
Vegetarian–cheesy potato

Saturday, February 8

Schedule R
7:30am ACT
1:30pm V Basketball Showcase Shootout vs. Webster
Groves
8pm
Snow Ball

Sunday, February 9

Schedule R

Freshman Retreat Leaders Training
Musical-Tech
CISL Speech

Monday, February 10

Schedule R

Musical Tech
Break Snack–Texas Sweet Pretzel
Lunch Special– Chicken Club Wraps
Vegetarian–Rice Pilaf

Tuesday, February 11

Schedule R

Musical Tech
Break Snack–Chicken Giggles
4:30pm B Basketball vs. Ladue
6pm
V Basketball vs. Ladue
Lunch Special– Hand Breaded Chicken Strips
Vegetarian–Cheesey Noodle

Wednesday, February 12

Schedule R

Musical Tech
AP
Senior Mom’s Cookie Sale
Snack–Bosco Sticks
4pm
Phone-A-Jr-Bill
Lunch Special– Country Steak
Vegetarian–Mac and Cheese

Thursday, February 13

Schedule R

9am
AP

Harmony Prayer Service
Senior Mom’s Cookie Sale
Snack–Cinnamon Rolls
4:30pm B Basketball vs. Kirkwood
6pm
V basketball vs. Kirkwood (Rescheduled from
Feb. 4)
6pm
Dinner Theater
Lunch Special– Toasted Ravs
Vegetarian–Turkey Burger
—compiled by Leo Heinz
DM: Every year an organization called the National
Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association selects
a sportscaster and sportswriter of the year for each of
the 50 states. I was honored
to make the finalist list for
Missouri this year along with
a couple colleagues at the
Post-Dispatch and then even
more honored to be named
the winner in January. It’s
especially rewarding because
I know there are so many
outstanding
sportswriters
in the state, from St. Louis,
Columbia and Kansas City,
many of whom are my close
friends. I’ve covered Mizzou
sports for nearly 15 years,
most of that at the Columbia
Daily Tribune and now more
recently at the Post-Dispatch,
and I’d like to think my work
over time, not just this year
at the P-D, helped earn the
award.I began working at the
Tribune as a junior in college.
I covered everything from
high school to college sports
as a part-time reporter, while
finishing up my degree at
Mizzou. When I graduated
I was fortunate enough to
join the staff as a full-time
reporter. My first beat was
Mizzou football. It was a

huge challenge during those
early years but over time I
got the hang of it. In April of
last year, there was an opening at the Post-Dispatch to
cover Mizzou football and
basketball and I jumped at
the opportunity to join the
newspaper that first got me
hooked on sportswriting.
Fortunately, I got the job and
it’s been a thrill the last nine
months. I still live in Columbia with my wife, Molly, and
our 4-year-old twin boys,
Connor and Jackson.
WS: It seems that print
journalism is in transition,
how do you see your future?
DM: I hope to work at
the Post-Dispatch for as long
as they’ll have me. We’ve invested so much in our online
content and production, and
that’s something I’ve always
embraced with my coverage.
Anyone working at a newspaper in 2014 will tell you
they’re fortunate to have a
job in this industry, so it can
be harrowing seeing other
established papers cutting
back and shrinking staff. But
there will always be a market
for quality sportswriting. The
medium might evolve some,
but as long as you can adapt,
you can survive.

