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2015-16 school year to mark start of required student devices
Nature of device and speed
of rollout are undecided
BY Adam Thorp
EDITOR IN CHIEF

S

t. Louis U. High will begin
its transition to requiring
a device such as a laptop or an
iPad for all students at the beginning of the 2015-16 school
year, thanks to a decision
Principal John Moran called
“inevitable.”
Moran announced the
change to faculty at last Tues-

day’s faculty in-service day.
Many details of the rollout
will be determined over the
next 18 months, including the
type of device and how quickly the requirement will be
phased in. Moran and President David Laughlin made
the decision.
“The only definitive here
is that we have asked that
whatever decisions need to be

made on that list, we’re ready
to move forward and take the
next step in August of 2015,”
said Moran.
The announcement was
made to preempt questions
about whether a device would
be required in August of next
year.
“The decision not to go
to devices next year kicked in
(the thought that) if we’re not
going to make that decision,
maybe we should make an 18
month timeline for this and
be able to work backwards
from a timeline as opposed to
wondering,” said Moran.
Moran said he made

it clear to faculty at an inservice last February that the
decision to adopt one-to-one
technology was an “institutional” decision that would
ultimately lie with himself

and Laughlin.
Both Moran and Laughlin said the move was part of
a long trend of increasing integration of technology into
SLUH classrooms. Moran

said allowing cell phones; the
purchase of laptop carts; and
the purchase of laptops and
then iPads for all teachers
were parts of this process.

continued on page 7

Students and faculty react to decision
BY Jack Kiehl
CORE STAFF

F

ollowing Principal John
Moran’s announcement
last Tuesday that students
would be equipped with personal technology starting in
August of 2015, teachers and
students have expressed a va-

riety of reactions from support and excitement to hesitation and concern.
Many teachers and students seemed unsurprised by
the announcement. With the
increase of teacher iPad use
and the discussions over the
past few years about imple-

Students sheared of hair, cash for good cause
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Counseling
Services
BY Leo K. Heinz
CORE STAFF

A

mong the six visioning
groups convocating at
St. Louis U. High today and
tomorrow is the Counseling
Services committee, which
plans to break into three
groups—college counseling,
personal counseling, and academic and learning resourc-

menting new technologies,
the “handwriting was on the
wall,” according to theology
teacher Jon Ott.
“It was not really one
of surprise. I think the way
to make the most use out of
(these devices) is for students

continued on page 6

es—to develop big picture
“smart goals.”
The committee is cochaired by SLUH counselor
Dave Mouldon and Joseph
Wagner, ’85, who works at a
for-profit education company.
“Our essential goal is to
make sure that the counseling
department is doing the best
job they can for the students
and the parents,” said Wagner. “If there are areas where
we can improve the counseling department by making
sure that they get additional
resources, then that’s something that we would look at.”
Though the group had
planned to discuss the “cura

continued on page 8

Christopher, S.J. provokes
with Mission Week talk

photo | Sam Beckmann

Principal John Moran shaves the long locks of senior Colin Joern.
BY Connor
REPORTER

S

FitzGerald

t. Louis U. High’s students
have been raving about
this year’s Mission Week thus
far; STUCO looks forward to
the Mission Mixer to complete the missions.
SLUH students have enjoyed the full week of dress
down, but the real win this
past week at SLUH is the success of Mission Week. The
money donated for dress
down goes toward each class
charity. The freshman class

charity is Variety St. Louis.
The sophomore class charity
is Karen House, the junior
class charity is the Honduras nutrition center that is
the site of senior project, and
the senior class charity is Red
Cloud Indian School.
As of Thursday night,
SLUH has raised approximately $9,800.
Alongside the money
donated through dress down
days, Mission Week includes
games and activities that take
place during Activity Period.
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On Monday, students could
go to the Field House to participate in an inflatable obstacle course.
“It was extremely physical in there,” said senior Anthony Vienhage. “By the end
of it I had lots of knee burns,
but continually coming out
victorious against my friends
(seniors) Liam FitzGerald
and Nick Thomas was worth
the struggle.”
Tuesday’s activity period
event was a student/faculty
dodgeball tournament. The
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... something completely different: McKernan to direct spring improv show
BY Kevin
REPORTER

Thomas

A

s a springtime change
of pace, the St. Louis U.
High Theatre Department
will be putting on an improv
show this spring instead of its
usual studio show.
Acting Improv and public speaking teacher Kevin
McKernan was the brains
behind the idea and will be
directing the show.
“The idea for the improv
show came from me having
a lot of improv experience,”
said McKernan, who has directed, produced, and been
in many plays in his time.
“I thought it sounded fun to
bring some of that to SLUH.”
Improvisation is a special kind of acting where the
actors do not have any memorized lines or actions. It is
up to the actors to create everything and perform it the
second that it comes to them.
“I always compare it to
baseball, or any sport,” said
McKernan. “Every game you

watch is improvised, but you
practice the skills you need
to play well.”
“Improv is a different
mindset from normal acting,” said senior Jake Bava.
“It’s a lot of going with the
flow, rolling with the punches. Whatever somebody says,
you just go with it which can
be very good or very bad.”
“It’s different from
other shows insofar as we
won’t have a script, but that
doesn’t mean there won’t be
character development,” said
McKernan. “It’s about getting
comfortable with the cast,
making bold choices.”
Bava, who auditioned
for the show on Wednesday
night, believes that because
the show will be different
from a typical one, it will
attract a different kind of
crowd.
“I think it’ll attract a
bit of a different audience
because it will be more centered around people coming
to watch the actors. It’s not

necessarily about the show,”
said Bava. “With a play or a
musical, it’s the same thing
over and over again. There’s
not much to chance. With
this, it’s going to be a different show every single night.”
However, the members
of the audience aren’t the
only ones who don’t know
what they’ll see. McKernan
is leaving the playing field
open.
“It’s a little exciting and
a little nerve wracking. It depends a lot on who the cast is
going to be,” said McKernan.
“A lot of it, we don’t know yet.
We gotta see what people are
inspired by. We’ve got about
half of it figured out, and
about half of it will be what
people want to do.”
McKernan is hoping
to cast between eight to ten
people for the show, half boys
and half girls. The show will
be interesting because of the
variety of skill in the actors.
Students like Bava, who has
been in four shows at SLUH,

have auditioned, but also
students like senior Justin
Lukas, who has never been in
a show.
“This will be the first
show I’ll have tried out for,”
said Lukas. “I think it’ll be
fun. Even if I’m not in it,
I will definitely go see it. I
think it will be fun and interesting.”
Though Lukas has had
no experience acting in any
shows, he did take the Acting
Improv class taught by McKernan during the first semester. However, Lukas said that
it should not be much of a
difference if someone has
taken the class or not.
McKernan agreed that it
should not make a difference
whether an actor has taken
the class or not, and stressed
that there will be some focus
on teaching during the rehearsals.
“We have a lot to cover
because people are gonna
come that have taken the improv class and people are go-

ing to come in that haven’t,”
said McKernan. “Hopefully
we’re going to have some
girls cast that may or may
not know anything about improv, so there will be a lot of
teaching.”
The rehearsals for the
show will be somewhat similar to taking the class, but
there will be some key differences in it.
“In the class we focus on
the process a little bit more,”
said McKernan. “The class is
like taking a general health
class, and (the show) is like
taking a baseball class. It’s
like you’re getting ready to
play the game. It’s a lot more
scrimmage than the class
would be. Sure, some of it
would be the same, but it’s all
gearing it towards the performance.”
Practice for the performance will be structured a
little bit differently than for a
regular show.
“Maybe moments where
in a regular show we’d work

on blocking and character
development, instead we’re
gonna spend time on teaching games and how those
games work, what makes
them successful, and who’s
good in them,” said McKernan.
While the acting and
rehearsing is going to be different, there will be a definite
set and props to be used.
“We’ll build kind of a
generic set that will be used
for the whole piece,” said
McKernan. “And then we’ll
bring out certain props as
necessary.”
The show is McKernan’s
debut as a director at SLUH
and it is highly anticipated.
“I think it’s nice that
we’re doing the improv show
because it’s something kind
of fresh and new and in my
four years we’ve never done
an improv show like this,”
said Bava. “It’s nice to have
something different from
just a normal studio show.”
The show will be on
April 11, 12, and 13.

Staycation goes downtown, celebrates St. Louis’ 250th birthday
BY Sean Kelso
REPORTER

T

he Staycation Club spent
Saturday, Feb. 15 celebrating the 250th anniversary of the founding of St.
Louis. The group drove to
downtown St. Louis, where
they walked through City
Hall and watched reenactments of the founding there
and at the Arch grounds. 		
At the Arch grounds,
artists made cake statues that
symbolized the unique sections of St. Louis City.
“The reenactment was
like living tableaux with
narration of Chouteau and
Laclede coming up the river
and then founding the city,
and the Osage (Indians)
welcoming (them) and then
their relationship,” said club
moderator Suzanne Renard.
The club also saw an encampment under the Arch
after walking around City
Hall.
“There was this guy who
looked like a pirate who was
doing old-fashioned black-

smith stuff,” said junior Evan
Schulz.
“They had some people
dressed in period costumes
showing how the militia
functioned, how the blacksmith worked,” said Renard.
The group also ate a
delicious lunch at the Ninth
Street Deli, a restaurant located near the Soulard Farmers’ Market.
Staycationers still have
many plans in store for this
school year.
“One big thing that
we’ve been wanting to do
was the Soulard’s Farmers’
Market,” said junior Andrew
Harper. “We’re also doing a
prayer service next week.”
The club is looking
into French neighborhoods,
namely Lafayette square and
Soulard, where they would
look at the French architecture and things involving
French heritage and then finally eat a French meal.
“Wherever we go, it’s
always very lighthearted and
funny,” said Schulz.
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Students and Staycation moderator Suzanne Renard pose outside the Arch with a cake honoring St. Louis’ 250th anniversary.

“United We Stand”: ACES hosts annual Harmony prayer service
BY Stephen
NEWS EDITOR

O

Lumetta

n Thursday, Feb. 13,
members of the St.
Louis U. High ACES and
students from other local
Catholic high schools came
together in the SLUH chapel for the annual Harmony
prayer service.
“Basically the idea (of
the prayer service) is to come
together as one, to unify and
bring awareness to different issues with diversity in
our schools,” said senior T.J.

Daniels.
The theme of this year’s
prayer service was “United
We Stand, Divided We Fall.”
Daniels came up with the
theme.
Several students gave
talks in the chapel and related personal experiences
to the theme. Principal John
Moran also spoke about the
theme. There were also various readings, prayers, and
music.
Most of the music was
led by theology teacher Dan-

ielle Harrison, but one piece
particularly stood out to
students: junior Andre Colvin performed a rap called
“United We Stand, Divided
We Fall.”
“The people who came
really liked the rap. There
was a spontaneous outburst
of applause and cheering,”
said ACES moderator Frank
Kovarik.
After the group was
finished in the chapel, they
headed to the western side of
the Commons. They divided

into smaller groups to continue discussions about their
own personal experiences
and ideas for uniting schools
and groups.
“More than anything,
(the discussions were) about
different diversity issues in
our schools. Some of the
questions were like, ‘Have
you ever felt like you were
stereotyped? How can we
combat these stereotypes?
How can we change these
stereotypes as a whole?’” said
Daniels.

One activity that the
group did in the Commons
was the “tape exercise,” inspired by a scene from the
documentary Freedom Riders. Students all stood by
a long piece of tape on the
floor. Statements were read
aloud, and if that statement
applied to a student, he or
she would step onto the tape.
“It was a way to show
not only differences, but the
shared experiences that different students had,” said
Kovarik.

The prayer service and
discussion was well-received.
Colvin said, “I liked the
vibe and energy. I felt like a
lot of people participated and
it was free and open.”
“A lot of people from
different schools got up and
said some very great things,
some very insightful things
that will ultimately, help
change (these problems),”
said Daniels.
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Tech devices: not worth the price of interaction
BY Sam Fentress
CORE STAFF

N

early three years ago,
the Prep News ran a satirical article on April Fools
day announcing required
student laptops for the following school year. Brilliantly written by Nick Fandos,
’11, the article generated an
angry whirlwind of emails
and comments from parents,
alumni, teachers, and students who thought the article
was genuine.
An editorial the following week assured everyone
that the article was, indeed,
satirical and took a moment
to reflect on the riot the article had created. The editorial noted that “the response
to the article was surprisingly
single-minded. By our count,
there was not a single reaction in support of laptops.
Dr. Moran and Mr. Laughlin
both corroborated. No ‘hoorays’ or ‘finallys.’ It seems the
SLUH community is pretty
proud that we don’t have student laptops and is not ready
to change that. The Prep
News is just as proud of this
counter-culturalism.”
My mom was one of the
many who immediately fired
away an email at Dr. Moran
and Mr. Laughlin. They assured her the article was
satirical and that there were
no plans for one-to-one technology in place.
But now we’re here.
The administration has announced the integration of
some form of one-to-one
technology, like iPads or
laptops. What was once a
counter-cultural pride is now
a fashionably late admission
that maybe we were wrong.
What has changed?
Very little. Tablets and
iPads have had time to mature as devices, certainly.
More and more educational
apps are becoming available. Neither of those things,
I would argue, change the
simple idea that one-to-one
technology is not something
we need at SLUH.
The most obvious piece
of evidence this decision ignores is the unsettling way
our (my) generation handles
devices like iPhones, iPads,
and tablets on a personal

level. It’s unsurprising; the
people who made this decision are not students or 17
years old. Their carpool rides
have not gotten quieter because the person in the passenger seat is busy sending
snapchats. Their half-day
conversations at Steak N’
Shake haven’t become sparse
and uninteresting because
someone needs to break 100
in Flappy Bird. They’ve never
been asked to “do it for the
Vine.”
It’s evident, though,
that because of electronic
devices, our society is turning inward. We call instead
of meeting. We email instead
of calling. We text instead
of emailing. As we reduce
the amount of time communicating, we increase the
amount of time in front of a
screen. One of the best, the
very, very best things I’ve
learned at SLUH—one of the
hidden lessons that comes
in little moments after class
and before school—is that
personal, human interaction
is absolutely key to being an
interesting and productive
student. If you’re not actively
engaging your teacher with
eye contact and conversation
in and out of class, you’re not
going to build that crucial
relationship. Why would we
want to add another three,
four, and five hours—even
one—to the time we spend
looking down at a screen and
not at another human being?
Beyond this, though,
there are basic, obvious reasons to hold off on one-toone technology. To start,
there is no clear momentum
behind it. Students certainly
haven’t been pushing this.
We’ve discussed technology
several times at meetings of
the Advisory Committee for
Student Affairs. After one of
those meetings last year, a
Prep News article reported
that “most of the students responded with negative feelings toward laptops, as they
presented obstacles toward
studying and could provide
nothing crucial to being a
better student” and that “students agreed that the temptation to play games or visit
other sites would be an issue
they’d prefer not to face.”

Faculty interest has
been lukewarm, at best. The
recent survey conducted
gauging faculty interest in
iPads showed no great interest in further integration.
The administration’s answer
to this absence of push seems
to be, “We live in a world
where this is inevitable.” I can
think of few worse reasons to
go forward with such a decision. Why do we have a Pax
Christi organization? Why
do we have Students for Life?
Why do we have Campus
Ministry? There are attitudes
in our world and in our culture that are worth opposing.
There are situations in life
when it is worth being countercultural.
This lack of support is
the most alarming element
of this decision. What does
it say about our administration when it makes a gigantic
decision with so little consultation of the breathing body
of the school—the students
and the faculty? What does it
imply about the way we’ll see
the effects of our year-long
visioning process, Imagining 18? Why would a Jesuit
institution give every student
an electronic device without
a long, hard look at its effect
on being able to educate the
whole person—body, heart,
mind, and spirit?
The negative components of the answers to these
questions far outweigh the
positive ones. That’s my
opinion. I’ve taken less than
a week to try and wrap my
head around this decision,
and obviously, the discussion
of student one-to-one technology goes far beyond what
I’ve been able to mention
in these paragraphs. I’d encourage anyone who has an
opinion about the decision
to voice it in the Prep News.
The administration has thus
far neglected to give the
body of the school an open
mic about this issue, and it’s
an issue that begs for discussion. I’ve accepted the fact
that there’s no going back. I
hope throughout the process,
though, that the administration can keep in mind the
value of human interaction;
there’s no app for that.

Imagining 18 Convocation Preview
Today and tomorrow is the third of five Imagining 18 convocations. Below is a schedule.
Friday, Feb. 28
4:15 p.m.		
Mass, for those who wish, in the the North American Martyrs Chapel
5:00 p.m.		
Check-in, cocktail reception in the Si Commons
5:40 p.m.		
Reflections on Imagining 18-Strategic Thinking from Douglas Marcouiller,
S.J., in the Si Commons
6:00 p.m.		
Development of SMART goals from Larry Vaclavik in the Si Commons
6:20 p.m.		
Visioning sessions, with dinner served, in various classrooms
9:00 p.m.		
Evening prayer in various classrooms. The event is over for the evening.
Saturday, March 1
7:30 a.m.
7:45 a.m.		
9:00 a.m.		
12:10 p.m.
12:30 p.m.

Breakfast in the Si Commons
Keynote address by Nick Stoneman over breakfast in the Si Commons
Visioning sessions in various classrooms
Closing remarks, with lunch served, in the Si Commons
Mid-point convocation concludes

According to Assistant Director of Advancement Ben DuMont, the various committees will
start making goals and hope to meet at the fourth meeting with a consensus of what its goals
should look like. Also, Stoneman’s address will be delivered remotely live and be projected in
the Commons.
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Students should be educated about Missions
BY Leo Heinz
CORE STAFF

L

et there be no doubt: Fr.
Christopher
supports
Mission Week. His point
about
interdependence,
where dependence is shared
between parties, might have
been lost in his setting up
of the argument against a
Mission Week, an argument
against many types of the
service programs that we do
here at SLUH.
The main goal of StuCo’s
Mission Weeks in the past
few years has been to raise
a ton of money while having fun. They try to provide
fun entertainment or activities for a fee. Most students
find it desirable to dress out
of uniform, so they pay the
“fee.” This money could be
going to a cancer research
center, the Portland Timbers,
or the 2016 Presidential campaign of Hillary Clinton—it
makes no difference to many.
If we want to help build
a culture of interdependence,
as Fr. Christopher urged
us to do, is our current approach to Mission Week and
other large scale “Drives” for
the homeless the right way
to do so? We’re so concerned
about the numbers. Mission
Week’s success has been simplified to a five-digit number
with a dollar sign in front of

it. We judge the success of
our large scale drives based
on how many items are donated. We’re incentivized to
participate; we’re given personally beneficial or enjoyable events, such as teacher
dodgeball and smashing pies
against teacher’s faces, to donate money.
Our Mission Week includes “fees” to dress out, to
see teachers do funny things,
to have a cheesy pancake,
or to buy a drink from the
Switch Bar.
Are people consciously
thinking about why we’re
having a teacher dodgeball
game, why their homeroom
will win a box of doughnuts,
why we’re buying clothing
with a cool design of the flag
of St. Louis on it?
If the answer to that
question is not a resounding yes, then there’s no way
we’re even close to creating a
culture of interdependence.
Donating money to see the
infamous Scott “Scotty G
Laser Show” Gilbert take the
court once again, paying to
see a teacher sing Karaoke, or
buying canned foods just to
see your homeroom take the
lead in the points race leads
to numerical success but also
a disconnect in learning, caring, and interdependence.
Were you actually thinking

of the impoverished family
in Indonesia when you donated that money to see the
Laser Show? Did an image of
a poor family on the North
Side come to mind when
you threw that ten in the
bucket to see Mr. Garavaglia
sing? Did the ladies at Shalom House flash before your
eyes in the moments before
buying those canned foods?
These are fun events, and
I have personally enjoyed
them. I just think that there
a balance can be reached between learning, awareness,
and above all: interdependence.
I think what could perhaps further the amount of
learning, awareness, and care
that goes on during Mission Week, and throughout
the year for that matter, is
cultivating an emphasis on
awareness and education
about the causes. Maybe
Mission Week could become
more of a “Mission Awareness” Week. Those charities
and the people they serve are
depending on us for money,
yet we’re not learning from
or depending on them. We
might not even know what
they do. They have lessons to
teach us, and we’re not learning them.

The cartoon does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Prep News or St. Louis U. High.

2014 Football Captains
Spencer Chipley
Andre Colvin
Bryan Edwards
Max Kavy
Aaron Kilgore
Christian Stewart
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Due in part to missed meet, Speechbills finish fifth at finals
Paul J Fister
STAFF ARTIST

T

he St. Louis U. High
Speech team finished
its season last Sunday at the
Christian
Interscholastic
Speech League’s final meet
at Ursuline Academy. SLUH
finished fifth overall—the
first time the team didn’t
finish in the top three since
speech moderator Kathy
Whitaker was hired in 1996.
Cor Jesu finished first,
followed by St. Joseph’s
Academy, St. Francis Borgia,
and Duchesne High School.
SLUH’s scores dropped drastically from their second
place position after the third
meet.
For Whitaker, there
were many reasons for this
low score, including a missed
meet back in December. The
meet had been scheduled to
be at St. Francis Borgia in
Washington, Mo., but Whitaker, worried about road conditions from a recent snowfall, decided not to send the
team out.
“We knew that we were
at a disadvantage going into
finals because we had missed
a meet, and although everyone drops their two lowest
scores (in the results), it still
set us a bit back,” said Whita-

ker. “Plus, we didn’t have
a full team at the last meet
because of college visits and
things like that.”
“We are so pulled in so
many different directions,”
said Whitaker. “Everyone is
so involved, and that’s a wonderful thing. But sometimes,
it has impact on the work
and the time that can go into
the preparation.”
Speech Team president
senior Michael Schimmele
noted that without the Borgia meet, team members had
fewer times to perform their
pieces in a formal setting.
“That (missed meet)
definitely didn’t help preparation-wise and experiencewise since we only got two
opportunities to do our
speech for the judges,” said
Schimmele.
Highlights included senior Tom Fields taking third
place in the Radio Broadcasting category and sophomore
Elliot Auch taking first place
in Humorous-Serious Interpretation.
In finals for speech, each
contestant or pair of contestants performs their speech
once before three judges.
“I was really happy I
only had to go once,” said
Auch, who was wary of finals

because, as he explained, he
hadn’t done so well in the
past. “I think I was ranked
either three or four at the
other meets, and I thought,
‘I’ve seen all these people
perform before, and I don’t
think I’ve really changed,”
said Auch. “But I ended up
getting first, which is pretty
cool!”
Auch performed a scene
from David Mamet’s The
Water Engine, in which he
starred with the SLUH Dauphin Players under Whitaker’s direction last fall.
“I could sort of feel that
because I had been directed
in this scene, I had this big
advantage,” said Auch. “Fifty
percent of the lines are from
the character that I played ...
I just had to form the other
two (characters) and I was
good to go.”
Auch enjoyed his work
with speech and looks forward to better scores next
year.
Whitaker was also impressed with and proud of
their work in Original Oratory by senior and speech
newbie Noah Weber, Extemporaneous by senior Adam
Thorp, and Duet Acting by
seniors Michael Schimmele
and Kevin Harris.

photo | courtesy of Kathryn Whitaker

Sophomore Austin Danback poses with his trophies after Sunday’s meet.

Schimmele reiterated
Whitaker’s admiration, and
commented that sometimes
great performances receive
poor scores.
“Even though we didn’t
place, I still feel very proud
of the work that Kevin (Harris) and I did, and the work
that everyone else did,” said
Schimmele. “(The judging)
is very subjective. It just de-

pends on the judge’s taste.”
The Speech Team will
meet in several weeks for its
end of the year speech banquet with Whitaker at Macaroni Grill.
And while the team
was senior-heavy this year,
Whitaker still has high hopes
for the future expedition with
sophomore Austin Danback
swabbing the deck, juniors

Jack Kiehl and Marty Johnson navigating, and Auch at
the helm.
“We have a lot of building to do, but I have between
my oral interp class and some
others who have expressed
interest, the makings of a
nice fresh group next year,”
said Whitaker.

Varsity Mock Trial sweeps Holt; JV struggles against Marquette
BY Nick Scheer
REPORTER

T

he varsity and JV Mock
Trial teams both competed this Tuesday at the
Clayton Courthouse. It was
an up-and-down day: JV lost
all three of its ballots, while
varsity won all three of its
ballots.
“The students had been
practicing very well,” said
history teacher and team
moderator Anne Marie
Lodholz.
The varsity team contended very strongly in its
match against Holt, winning
all three of its ballots. Standouts included senior Adam
Thorp, who made strong
objections in his role as the
defense attorney.
“(Adam) has an excellent understanding of the

photo | courtesy of Mr. Andrew Thorp

rules of evidence,” Lodholz
said.
Other standouts included senior Robert Hayes, who
stayed calm when a controversy arose over members of
the SLUH team illegally talking with other teammates,
among many others.
“We expected we were
prepared well enough to do
well this round,” said senior
Sam Beckmann.
The JV team did not fare
as well as the varsity, losing
all three of its ballots in its
match against Marquette.
“Overall, our directs
went fairly well,” said sophomore Jack Sinay. “I didn’t see
a whole lot of problems with
them.”
The cross-examinations
were where the team ran into
trouble, with time misman-

agement being the source of
the problems. The first two
cross-examinations
went
long, leaving insufficient
time for the third examination.
“It made us look to the
jury as if we were disorganized,” said Sinay. “(Marquette) was very polished.”
Looking forward, the
team will try to continue improving. Synergy is necessary
to accomplish this goal.
“The new members have
to continue to practice with
the varsity members because
that gets everyone stronger,”
said Lodholz.
Along with the practice
time, the team will work on
its objections and streamlining its lines of questioning,
all in preparation for Regionals.

The Mock Trial teams gather after Tuesday’s varsity and JV matches.

“We have to relearn
the prosecution side from a
month ago and refresh our
defense,” said Beckmann.
“The level of competition is

going to be only increasing
from here on out.”
The team will not know
if it advances until Thursday
night or Friday morning, but

it is confident that it will.
For more updates on
SLUH’s mock trial team, follow @SluhLaw on Twitter.

Quiz Bowl competes in three tournaments, including Wash U. Nationals
BY Matt
REPORTER

T

Godar

he St. Louis U. High
Scholar Bowl team has
participated in three tournaments during the last few
weeks: the Oakville tournament, which both varsity
and junior varsity competed
in; the DeSmet tournament
for the JV team; and the
Washington University High
School Academic Competition for the varsity team.
Teams came in from
all over the country for the
Wash U. tournament, includ-

ing Ohio, Florida, and Illinois. SLUH finished ninth
out of 36 teams in the tournament, which misses the
cut for making nationals.
“I hadn’t realized how
big the Wash U. tournament
really was. There were teams
from all over competing,”
said senior Noah Weber.
“We were up against a
national field and finished
just out of the money,” said
coach Frank Corley.
The Oakville tournament went fairly well for
SLUH, as the varsity team

came in third place, with a
record of 8-2. The two losses came in a tough match
against Parkway Central and
against the defending champions Ladue.
“The Ladue team has
sort of taken some of the fun
out of Scholar Bowl,” said
Weber. “With them it’s no
longer a matter of how much
you know, but how much Ladue knows.”
The team was not at
full strength, with only two
senior players, Adam Thorp
and Weber. Junior Connor

Brinkmann and sophomore
Michael Hayes filled the other spots on the team.
“I think the guys probably felt pretty defeated in the
end, but I really think it was a
pretty good day,” said Corley.
The JV team had a bit of
a rough day at the Oakville
tournament, although its
struggle is quite understandable, since they competed
against varsity teams. However, the JV team still finished ahead of six other varsity teams in the tournament,
and sophomore Paul Daues

was the eighth overall scorer
in the competition. The team
was comprised of Daues,
sophomores Nick Gillan and
Adam Wilson, and freshmen
Ben and Sam Bott.
“We were a team of
freshmen and sophomores
going up against juniors and
seniors with questions for juniors and seniors, which was
difficult,” said Ben Bott.
It was a completely different story for the JV team
at the DeSmet tournament:
the team swept its matches
and win the tournament.

The teams participating
with SLUH in the tournament were DeSmet, CBC,
and St. Joseph’s Academy.
Daues, Hayes, and Gillan
captained for the team, and
the Bott brothers participated as well. The Botts, who
competed in Scholar Bowl in
grade school, agreed that the
questions were not that different from the grade school
questions.
“It wasn’t that much different, although they were
a little bit more advanced.
It was definitely a great first
high school tournament,”
said Sam Bott.
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At classics convention, SLUH students elected president, veep
BY Sam Chechik
REPORTER

T

he Missouri Junior Classical League Convention
(MOJCL) took place at Rock
Bridge High School last Friday night and Hickman High
School last Saturday morning and afternoon in Columbia, MO. The theme was
“omnium enim rerum principia parva sunt,” which that
translates to, “For the beginnings of all things are small.”
Friday night’s events included Dramatic Interpretation, where a student has to
read a passage in Latin from
a sheet of paper or memorization; Sight Reading, where
students are given a passage
to read; Impromptu Art,
where artists compete by
drawing a Roman-themed
picture; Open Certamen,
for the students at the convention not on a Certamen
team; Oral Modern Myth,
where a student writes a
myth depicting the origin of
some modern phenomenon;
and Romecoming, a multicourse event where each
school chooses two representatives (a boy and a girl,
but for SLUH, two boys) to
participate in athletic events
and theater events depicting
myths.
On Saturday, the main
event, Certamen, was held
for levels one, two, and advanced Latin students. Certamen is like Scholar Bowl
but Roman-themed.
SLUH was represented
by many Certamen teams in

different tournaments. The
Open Certamen team of
freshmen Edward Gartner,
Kevin Gerstner, Chandler
Love, and sophomore Thomas Nowak won its tournament. The all-freshmen team
for Certamen of Sam Chechik, Joe Fentress, Thomas
Leeker, Robbie Schaefer, Jonah Shaver, and Matt Smith
lost in the second round
to Pembroke High School.
The all-sophomore team for
Certamen II of Aiden Evans, James Leahy, John Storgion, Tim Tierney, and Chris
Walsh lost in the finals to
Pembroke High School.
“The biggest thing that
I did at the conventions was
Certamen, and though we
got second, it was still fun.
Being on stage and answering questions was pretty
cool. I also participated in
more events than last year,”
said sophomore Chris Walsh
about his experience.
The junior and senior
team for Advanced Certamen, comprised of senior
Jack Godar, and juniors Joe
Slama, Jack Barbey, Peter
Volmert, and Noah Weisbrod won its tournament
to stay undefeated for three
years.
“We had a great team
coming into this. Everyone
had their own strengths, and
we utilized those strengths to
the best of our ability to come
up with our third straight
Certamen win. The waffle
party was also pretty good.
We brought our own mix

Photos | Sam Chechik

First Place
Awards
Derivatives
Edward Gartner
Grammar
Joe Slama
Reading Comprehension
Matt Smith
Edward Gartner
History and Culture
Noah Weisbrod
Jack Godar
The SLUH Advanced Certamen team celebrates its third championship in three years.

and made chocolate waffles
with Hershey bars.They were
quite delicious,” said Volmert
Other events held on
Saturday were the Chess
Tournament, the Costume
Contest, the Cultural Trivia
Contest, and optional Colloquiums. The Chess Tournament was won by senior
David Szatkowski with Joe
Fentress getting second.
“The highest moment
for me during the convention was when I placed second in the chess tournament.
It was fun, and I enjoyed it,”
said Fentress about the convention.
The male portion of the
Costume Contest was won by
juniors Thomas Nowak with
Sean Meehan getting second.
Juniors Patrick Skrivan and

The level two Certamen team prepares for a match en route to their second place finish.

Charlie Burke won second
place for couples’ costume.
The newly-elected officials from SLUH were sophomore James Leahy as president of MOJCL and junior
Joe Slama as Vice President
of MOJCL. Since Slama was
elected as Vice President, he
will write an article for The
Oracle, a Latin-themed publication, written in English,
about SLUH’s take on MOJCL.
“I got home and was
dead tired, and I tried to rest,
but I couldn’t because I started getting pumped up for the
Vice Presidency even though
it only means sending out
a few pages of a PDF document once a month,” said Joe
Slama about his election.
“There weren’t as many

schools there because it was
in February, and normally it
is in March. Therefore, many
schools were not able to attend. I felt that it was not as
fun or exciting, but the best
part for me was watching
the Advanced Certamen win
their third championship,”
said Latin teacher Jennifer
Ice about this year’s convention.
The next events for Latin
are the Spring Classics Festival that SLUH will be hosting
on April 26 and the teaching
of Latin to grade school students in grades one through
four on March 29.

Mythology
Matt Godar
Noah Weisbrod
Male Costume
Thomas Nowak
Art
Brennan McFarland
Modern Myth
Brennan McFarland
John Storgion
Sight Latin
Edward Gartner
Dramatic Interpretation
Matt Smith
Joe Slama
Ludi Chess
David Szatkowski

Prospective candiates for MOJCL Office prepare to answer questions in the open forum.

Fr. Christopher draws on mission experience in provacative talk
continued from page one

in Belize, describing the
harsh environment. He captured the audience’s attention
when he recounted being
held at gunpoint by a young
man attempting to steal
church donations. He also
talked about being chased
around his truck by a man
with an ax.
Christopher
emphasized the idea of interdependence, that we all rely on
each other. He was critical of
the “pull yourself up by your
bootstraps” mentality, specifically naming Rush Limbaugh as one who touts this
idea. He denounced the notion that mission work promotes dependency.
“I wanted to help widen
the notion of what it means
to serve and help us to avoid
and identify some of the dan-

gers that go with the mindset
of service,” said Christopher.
“We talk about service a
lot in Jesuit education, and
it’s good, and people’s lives
change, especially our lives.
That’s the piece I wanted us to
see: that when we’re preaching the good news through
our words and through our
actions. We preach the messages. We preach the lessons
that we need most- that our
lives are the ones that get
changed.”
“We need to change the
way we think of mission,”
said Christopher. “Mission is
not about me who is going to
give, you who doesn’t havethere is a lot more going on
than that.”
Christopher graduated from SLUH in 1993 and
entered the Society of Jesus
in 1997. During his twelve

years of formation, he earned
a M.A. in Social Philosophy
from University of LoyolaChicago, as well as a Master’s
of Divinity and an M.A. in
Conflict Transformation and
Religion from Boston College.
During his Jesuit formation, most of Christopher’s
ministry work was with
gang-involved youth in Los
Angeles, Chicago, and St.
Louis.
After his ordination in
2009, Christopher was assigned to Belize, where he
became the founding director of the Centre for
Community Resource Development, a faith-based
organization providing job
training and job placement
services for vulnerable youth
in Belize City.
Senior Noah We-

ber, one of the seniors who
did his senior project in
Honduras this year, said that
much of what Christopher
said resonated with his experience of missionary work.
Weber wondered how the
Hondurans perceived him.
“When I was down
there (in Honduras), I would
walk around very aware of
my whiteness,” said Weber.
“When I was down there,
I would definitely think ‘I
wonder if these people look
at me and go ‘Ope, there’s another one, down here to do
the good work.’”
Weber says he was
nervous of being perceived
as another “white savior,” as
often people would call him
“gringo,” a Spanish word for
foreigners usually of U.S. or
British descent.
Weber agreed with

Christopher’s notion that
arrogance is something that
can develop when doing missionary work, believing that
the people being assisted are
inferior. Weber doesn’t think
this arrogance is a racial issue, but rather a byproduct
of doing missionary work.
“I wouldn’t say it is a
race thing, just a general tendency when doing religiously-motivated work- to do it
in a way that makes you feel
better and good about yourself,” said Weber.
Towards the end of his
speech, Christopher said
when you do real work, you
fall in love with the people
you work for and with. In
true mission work, the people you help also help you.
Weber thinks Christopher may have been too aggressive.

“I agreed with what he
was saying, but I thought
the way he was making his
points could have been made
better if he wasn’t so aggressive,” said Weber. “But then
again, I think that part of the
point was that he was a little
pissed off.”
Senior Adam Cooley
thought Christopher’s speech
was great for seniors who
completed their service projects.
“Coming off senior
project, where Mr. Ehlman
really stressed being ‘men
with others’ instead of being
‘men for others,’ it was a really good segue from coming
back to school,” said Cooley.
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Mission week events raise money for a quartet of charities
photo | Patrick Enderle

photo | Nolen Doorack

Senior Josh Keil chucks a dodgeball at Sunday’s student
dodgeball game.

photo | Leo Heinz

Senior Tom Rubio walks away from Wednesday’s game of Musical Chairs leaving seniors Ollie
Tettamble and Andrew Slaughter to compete for the final spot.
photo | Leo Heinz

(continued from page 1)

but by student demand and
donation, the losing team
was allowed to play Campus
Ministry.
The final game came
down to one-on-one dodgeball. The Scottie G Laser
Show proved that school
nurse Scott Gilbert truly
reigns the court. After the
Laser Show came out on top,
the students in the crowd
rushed the court.
“It felt great. I had a lot
of fun,” said Gilbert. “It went
to a worthy cause, and I was
really happy with that. Also,
when the students donated
money to get me back in the
game, I was so happy that
gave more money to the missions. Everybody’s support
out there was great. Having the students storm the
court was a lot of fun. I got
(math teacher Dan Schuler)
out, and I heard the bleachers roar. I knew at that point
there was no point in trying
to resist. I knew that wave of
people was going to take me,
so I just did my best to accept
the wave and have fun with
it.”
On Wednesday during Activity Period, students
donated money to be part
of a musical chairs contest.
Senior Ollie Tettamble was
given a golden chair for his
victory.
“It was definitely a
great experience,” said Tettamble, “To be included with
the great Scott ‘Laser Show’
Gilbert as a Mission Week
champ is something that I’ll
cherish forever and tell my
grandkids about. I want to
give a huge shout out to my

Technology
Timeline
As SLUH moves closer
towards one-to-one device
implementation, the Prep
News takes a look back at
changes in technology policies.
Thie following is a chronological catalogue of some recent
technical advances, including headlines, article exerpts,
graphics, and reactions quoted at various time periods.

Senior Kevin Harris and theology teacher Danielle Harrison
show off their twin garb with matching head scarves.

photo | Nolen Doorack

Twins senior Jake Wobbe and dance teacher Simonie Anzalone
show off their matching outfits.

good friend (senior) Andrew
Slaughter. I couldn’t have
picked a better guy to face
in the final round than him.
I wish we both could’ve won,
but I’m glad that I was able to
take that golden chair home.”
Thursday had a Mass
schedule to accommodate all
the activities planned as part
of “Teacher Extravaganza.”
The activities ranged from
buzz cuts by Principal John
Moran to taping senior Brian
Powers to a wall to an auction
for dinner with social studies
teachers Tom Kickham and
Bill Brown, plus a guest of
the winning student’s choice.

“I think that it’s a lot of
fun that all the teachers do
their part to help with the
missions,” said senior Paul
Fister. “Also, it was so much
fun to get my head shaved.
There were so many people
crowded around that raised
area to pay to get people’s
head shaved. This is a fun,
crazy thing to do that gets a
lot of donations for the missions.”
This Saturday is the final
installment of Mission Week.
The Mission Mixer will take
place on Saturday night.

Students engage in plush pugilism on Inflatables Day.

photo | Adam Lux

Chemistry teacher Charlie Busenhart combines the world’s
deadliest chemicals on Thursday as part of the Mission Week
activities extravaganza.

Oct. 24, 1997
SLUH opens doors to “Information Highway” by signing
a contract with an Internet Service Provider and bringing the
internet to computers at SLUH.
A tech committee even considers
“furnish[ing] an email address for
each student.”

Nov. 15, 2002
As more students make cell
phones a part of their daily life,
SLUH reacts with new policies.
Sept. 15, 2000
SLUH purchases 20 iBooks,
$1600 for each iBook, and $200
for each of the LabPro systems.
Airports are SLUH’s first wireless
network.
“[The iBooks] open a whole
lot of new options and techniques
for the science classes.” -chemistry
teacher Bill Anderson

“Most people need it to make
ride arrangements, and also for
emergencies. The rule is: they need
to have a note and it needs to be in
their locker, off.” -Assistant principal for student welfare Eric Clark

“Why would a student need
a phone at school in the first place?
None of (the students) are important enough to have to get a hold of
unless its an emergency.” -science
teacher Kent Kershenski

Students, teach
(continued from page 1)

to have them,” said Ott.
Juniors Charlie Burke
and Jack Sellenriek were
surprised that the implementation of this technology
wouldn’t begin with the next
school year.
“They’ve been amping it
up for a while. I thought we
were going to get it this year
or next year,” said Burke.
“They’ve always been
talking about it. I’m upset
they’re doing it the year that
we’re done,” said Sellenriek.
Many students were,
up until this point, unaware
of the announcement, hearing about it for the first time
while being interviewed by
the Prep News. Many students shared reactions of
hesitance, mainly with the issue of the distraction of what
a device may provide.
“Teachers need to limit
what kids can and can’t do
when they’re using computers,” said sophomore Thomas
Caputa. “If it wasn’t prohibited in some way, I would
probably get on (sites like
ESPN) from time to time.”
“People have tablets
now, and I see them playing
games on them. They could
easily be distracted,” said
freshman Sal Vitellaro.
Math teacher Frank
Corley mentioned both positive and negative aspects of
technology. He said there are
always students who mention interesting things that
they’ve found through technology, from reading blogs
or watching Ted talks, but
there are also students that
will be distracted.
“There are a lot of facts
and opinions out there that
students can access. Now,
will they use it or will they
play Candy Crush? Experience has shown that if you
put powerful technology in
the hands of students—or
adults, for that matter—what
they do is fart around on the
machine,” said Corley.
However, many of those
students who mentioned the
issues of distractions also saw
the potential benefits having
a personal device would provide.
Junior Jack Barbey
brought up the mass of information available to students
who are still able to focus and
hold themselves responsible.
“I do think there will be
September 4, 2009
SLUH implements a new
school-wide email system, Zimbra, making e-mail the primary
medium of communication for
such information as college visits
and club meetings.
“‘Scrolling announcements
were hit-and-miss,’ said Tom Rittenhouse of the technology department. ‘They were ineffective
and we [in the technology department] thought this [new e-mail
system] was the best vehicle to
replace them.’” -Assistant Athletic
Director Tim Rittenhouse
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hers react to one-to-one technology announcement for 2015-16 school year
a lot of responsibility on the
students,” said Barbey. “On
the whole, though, I think it’s
a positive thing. The students
will be more connected to a
world of information that
they can definitely benefit
from at any time.”
Apart from the information, devices such as tablets and laptops could benefit
students with the potential
reduced cost of textbooks.
Another benefit mentioned
was locker space and a reduced backpack load.
“It’s nice to not carry
around all these books,” said
sophomore Matthew Fink.
“I bike to school, so if
I just had something like
an iPad instead of books it
would be a lot lighter,” said
sophomore Evan Brende.
There are some students, however, who prefer
to have a physical textbook.
“I like having a solid
book because it’s more reliable. I would prefer to have
books just like we’re doing
right now,” said freshman Joe
Rogan.
“I have one eBook and
it doesn’t work for me,” said
freshman Ian Wells.
There are also many
teachers who oppose the
decision to have one-to-one
technology with students,
including French teacher Suzanne Renard, whose initial
reaction was shock.
“I felt (the announcement) broadsided the audience. SLUH has already
weathered the storm of increased techno-consumerism. I want to know what is
the problem that we’ve developed as a result, how are
we suffering from that decision—and nobody has successfully answered that for
me,” said Renard.
SLUH has been hesitant in going to one-on-one
technology as many of the
area Catholic schools have,
including DeSmet and CBC
who have been using personal technology for years.
Renard, having previously taught at a one-to-one
technology school, says she
knows teachers who now regret the decision.
“I know teachers at
schools that have gone in this
direction, and they would
like out. I taught at a one-toone laptop school, and I saw
people looking at screens

and not at each other,” said
Renard.
Theology teacher Allen
Boedeker brought up issues
that CBC experienced when
they switched to having all
students use laptops.
“Problems that I heard
when CBC went to laptops
was: you drop a laptop in
the hall, you need a new
one right away. Where do
you get it? Do you have that
many to supply that many
right away?” said Boedeker.
“There’s a lot of support systems that need to be in place
for it to really run well.”
According to Renard,
there are two main criteria
that need to be met. First,
SLUH needs to not be able to
succeed without this technology, and second, that it must
not damage the world. She
believes technology should
not harm anyone and there
should be research behind it.
“First do no harm, then
see what you can accomplish,” said Renard. “It’s not
flagrant consumerism. You
don’t have to retrofit your
entire building to make it
work.”
The environmental aspect to Renard’s argument
is something junior Andrew
Harper agreed with.
“The negative side effect
would be that we would have
to increase all of the outlets
in our school because those
devices will not last all day
if you’re using them in every
single class,” said Harper.
Corley also discussed
the social aspect of learning.
Using a Marxist metaphor
of the laborers (students)
and the capitalists (teachers) who pay the laborers
with knowledge and grades,
Corley explained how with
these
knowledge-offering
technologies, the laborers
should take over the system
since capitalists are no longer
needed. He says the metaphor fails, however, because
learning is not just a teacher
telling students things.
“If you want a teacher
to help the student figure out
meaning or mediate the relationship between the knowledge and the student, then
the technology can’t help as
much,” said Corley.
“Education isn’t about
opening up your brain and
me pouring stuff in. Education is about building a re-

April 1, 2011
The Prep News publishes a
parody article proclaiming laptop
implementation, resulting in a riotous response from students, parents, and faculty.

Inc., Moran made the surprise announcement at a faculty meeting
in the Currigan Room during activity period Thursday.” — Parody
article by Editor-in-Chief Nick
Fandos.

“In a dramatic shift in policy,
Principal John Moran announced
yesterday that St. Louis U. High
will begin the implementation of
personal-use laptops for students
as early as May in hopes that the
2011-’12 school year will be a
completely wired one. Joined by
President David Laughlin and Eric
Lewis, a representative from Apple

April 29, 2011
In a school-wide survey, the
Prep News revisits the possibility of introducing one-to-one student technology. The survey asked
questions about whether the device would help or hurt in classes,
whether or not one-to-one technology should be implemented,
and about the technological devices students currently own.

lationship between teachers
and students and moving
forward and learning things
together, and that process of
learning together has nothing to do with smart boards
or chalk boards or laptops or
anything—it has to do with
human-human interaction,
and I don’t see that technology can make human-human
interaction better, it seems
to me it can only make it
worse,” said Corley.
Of course, there are also
teachers who are strong proponents of integrating technology into the classroom.
Ott, who gives his quizzes online, will no longer
have to wheel a laptop cart
around and he will be able to
build textbooks for specific
classes.
“There are a lot of possibilities out there for activities to engage students. There
are also possibilities about
being distracted, but I think
as teachers, we can navigate
those waters and make that a
positive experience.”
Physics teacher Kent
Kershenski is also excited
about being able to move forward with technology.
“I’m a fan of tablets and
their potential in the classroom,” said Kershenski.
Kershenski also addressed the fears of teachers
who see the technology as
“consumption devices.”
“There’s a tendency to
look at these as consumption
devices—to consume information—but I tend to look
at them more as creation
devices. It gives students an
opportunity to be more creative,” he said.
Kershenski also discussed how having personal
technology would differ from
using laptop carts in class.
“It gives them an opportunity to create a synthesis,
to create tools especially in
terms of communicating information,” he said.
Kershenski sees multiple benefits for having technology within the science
department along the lines
of the scientific process. According to Kershenski, personal devices allow students
to customize notes and lab
reports with what they’re
comfortable with.
“I think it can stimulate
students to be more creative.
I think we need students to

find new ways to express
their ideas,” Kershenski said.
Though there certainly
are those who are excited
about the transition, it seems
teachers are generally more
hesitant.
“We still have to require
graphing calculators. None
of our textbooks are currently ebooks or iBooks,” said

vaglia will try to incorporate
the devices if they find a way,
some feel they still need to
be shown that this is the best
thing for SLUH.
“I haven’t been persuaded that the good will
outweigh the bad,” said Garavaglia.

Devices announced for 2015
(continued from page 1)

“We came into this particular year having given faculty iPads to get an opinion
on those, and I think with
the sense that down the line
another step to take would be
to find devices for students to
use,” said Moran.
Moran and Laughlin
both said that the devices
were best understood as
tools, analogous to a notebook or a calculator.
“These are tools that
students already are using—
will continue to use—will
use throughout their whole
lives—that we want to incorporate to a larger degree as
part of our day to day environment here,” said Moran.
“I don’t think it changes,
fundamentally, the nature of
the classroom,” said Laughlin.
Moran said “Your parents … pay your tuition in
large part so that you have
interaction with a great faculty. This should not steal
that away. If it becomes a tool
… that’s fine. But it’s not going to replace that relationship.”
At last week’s in-service,
Moran told faculty “how will
this improve learning?” is the
wrong question to ask.
“Those opposed to an
increase in student technology devices will pose the
question about ‘how will this
improve learning.’ I cringe
and resist that question …
and have said this before to
faculty and said this before
here: ‘that’s like asking how
this paintbrush will make me
a better painter or how this
bat will make me a better hitter,’” said Moran.
Laughlin said he was
confident in teachers’ abilities to handle the transition
in the classroom; Linhares
said the process would be
“driven by teachers.”

“Part of being a modern
school is taking advantage of
modern technology,” said another
sophomore. “I went to a middle
school, which used laptops and I
think that it would greatly help the
school, as long as we don’t overdo
it. There’s no need for students to
do everything on it.”
“I think that most students
would be distracted by the technology through playing games and
looking at other books and what
not,” said one sophomore in his
survey.

math teacher Beth Kissel.
“I still anticipate classes
where I won’t use any technology,” said math teacher
Dan Becvar. “As long as we
still have the option to say,
‘We need to put these away
for class today’ then I can be
okay with that.”
Though teachers like
theology teacher Rob Gara-

Moran said that preparation for the decision included surveys, the school’s
iPad committee, and a view
of SLUH’s position on technology in a broader context.
“We’re mindful of where
we fit into the school world
at large … and weighing in a
little bit where we stack up in
terms of those schools,” said
Moran. “And I think that’s a
piece of data that’s hard to
judge inside the building.
That doesn’t mean that just
because everybody else is
doing it, we’re doing it, but it
also doesn’t mean that we’re
disconnected from the rest of
the world.”
Commenting on how
widespread one-to-one technology has become, Laughlin
and Moran both said enough
schools have adopted oneto-one technology already
that a press release about
SLUH’s decision would be
unremarkable.
Moran said that, in the
provincial Jesuit community, Rockhurst, Regis and
particularly DeSmet were a
year or years ahead of SLUH
“in regard to student access
to technology,” and named
several other Jesuit schools
whose use of technology he
had looked at.
“If you’re paying attention to the way in which
our world works—not just
schools but how our society
works—then this wasn’t that
hard to imagine coming out
there,” said Moran.
Other questions Moran said would still need to
be resolved included how
teachers and students would
be trained to use the device,
whether there would be a
voluntary program limited
to freshmen beginning next
year, and how to make the
change inexpensive for families. Moran also acknowledged that he might be missApril 12, 2013
Prep News Editor-in-Chief
John Webb visits a school that
adopted iPads and reports his impression.
“School, with iPads or without iPads, still felt like school. It
was merely another step in the
technology evolution, rather than
a revolution in teaching or a descent into chaos in the classroom.
I had expected both sides of the
extreme to be more clearly represented, but reality was somewhere
in the murky middle. That’s not
to say that iPads don’t have their

ing additional questions.
“We already ask a lot for
our families in terms of tuition, and we don’t want this
just to be slapped on the end
of that,” said Moran.
Laughlin said that digital alternatives to print textbooks, as used this year by
some freshman biology students, might be a source of
some savings. Laughlin said
the school would “absolutely” allow students to have an
online version when one was
available.
Assistant Principal for
Mission Jim Linhares said
keeping the devices financially feasible is a challenge
the school will have to address. He said another challenge was “depth and focus,”
which he said more technology could help or distract
from.
Director of Information Technology Jonathan
Dickmann said conversations around the school
and an already increasing
demand on the school’s Internet infrastructure caused
him to take steps to prepare
for a one-to-one ratio for the
past three to four years. The
changes included laying fibre
optic cables and switching
the school’s wireless network.
“(SLUH’s Jesuit mission) means we have to be
of the world that’s going on
around us—whether we like
it, love it, loathe it, fear it
doesn’t matter,” said Moran.
“You can’t tell me that St.
Francis Xavier, when he got
onto the boat to go over to
India, wasn’t a little nervous
that this might be a challenge
for him. That is far too dramatic an example or comparison for what we’re talking
about here; but on a much
smaller degree, this is about
the world that (students) live
in. We have to be part of that
world.”
advantages, but those advantages don’t seem to be substantial enough to justify putting that
technology in the hands of every
student at the moment. The technology will eventually get to the
point where it will become worth
it, but I didn’t get the sense that it
was there yet.”
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Robotics club finishing up robot for FIRST Competition at Chaifetz
BY Scotty
REPORTER

Villhard

I

t’s a bit more than Rock
‘em Sock ‘em Robots.
The St. Louis U. High
Robotics Club is gearing up
for the regionals of the FIRST
Robotics Competition, an international competition designed to encourage students
to work with programming
and robotics.
The Robobills are competing in the highest level
of the competition, the
First Robotics Competition,
which uses large, metal, remote-control robots. Other
levels are the FIRST Lego
League, which uses Lego
MINDSTORMS robots, and
the First Tech Challenge,
which uses large metal robots, though still not as large
and complex as in FRC.
The challenge is to score

as many points as possible.
In this game, teams work in
pairs to shoot exercise balls
through elevated goals or
openings on the ground; the
elevated goals score far more
points. Teams can also score
points by throwing the ball
over a large, high bar in the
middle of the field or by assisting each other.
The Robobills’ robot
uses a spinning wheel to
shoot out the exercise balls
with great speed and accuracy. Working tirelessly,
they hope to make sure their
robot is ready by regionals March 14 and 15, in the
Chaifetz Arena.
The team has had six
weeks to build its robot,
and has used every minute
of it. Their robot is massive,
weighing 100 pounds.
“We have one robot,”
said junior Eric Berg. “But

Photo | courtesy of Walker Basham

Work is finishing up on the robot.

we separated out people into
four teams. There’s Construction, Programming, Public
Relations, and Design.”

Students for Life launches blog
BY Nolen
REPORTER

Doorack

S

tudents for Life launched
a blog this past month,
giving web surfers educational material to peruse on
the web rather than mindlessly watching videos of
adorable cats.
Called “Life Givings,”
the blog concentrates on issues such as abortion and
the death penalty, and features letters, prayer services,
and life songs of the week.
Students for Life is hoping
to post student photographs
and songs as creative ways to
reflect on what makes life so
meaningful.
For a while, the blog had
been an idea of moderator
and English teacher David
Callon. Before their trip to
the March for Life in Wash-

ington D.C. in January, the
group made the blog a reality.
“This is a fledgling—a
humble project that I hope
will invite other people to
think about life issues in a
substantive way,” said Callon.
Callon was inspired by
a speaker at a pro-life conference in Washington D.C.
who spoke on the spirituality
of life.
“Sometimes people who
are involved in the causes of
abortion sort of forget even
what about their own lives
makes living amazing,” Callon said.
Previous posts include
a letter to the St. Louis Archdiocese, the text of a prayer
service written by math
teacher Frank Corley, and a
reflection of Pope Francis’
first apostolic exhortation. In
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addition, the blog features a
song each week that displays
pro-life qualities.
“These are not traditional songs that people
say, ‘Oh look at this Pro-life
song,’” said Callon.
Callon has contributed most of the content so
far, trying to give the blog
some momentum. He is hoping for the blog to become
student-led and is asking for
contributions in the form of
reflections, prayers, images,
or letters.
“I’m interested in finding new ways for us to be
pro-life. The blog is a way to
show students and the world
what maybe the pro-life conversation should look like,”
said Callon.
The blog can be accessed
at
http://lifebills.blogspot.
com

Credits
Contributing Arist
Maxwell Garr

Three
programmers
deal with the coding of the
robot; five constructors are
building the robot; four pub-

lic relations guys are filling
out forms, design the flag,
and do everything else; and
three designers figure out
how the robot should look
and work.
SLUH originally had a
Robotics team in 2003, but
the group disbanded after
two years until Berg and fellow junior Alessio Beffa decided to revive it for another
round. Beffa found out about
the competition while surfing the Internet, and asked
Berg to help him found a
team. After they approached
Principal John Moran with
the idea, they discovered it
was bigger than they thought.
“And the big thing is,
it was expensive,” said Berg.
“Just to start a team, your
minimum amount is $6,000.”
Fortunately, a combination of school funds and a
grant from NASA allowed
them to reach the budget.
Berg noted that when

they filled out the application
sheet, they had to answer
some more adult-oriented
questions.
“One of the questions
was, ‘What is your teaching
experience?’ Alessio and I
just put down ‘none’,” said
Berg.
After they settled the
application, Berg and Beffa
approached the regional
coordinator of the Robotics competition, who works
at the Science Center, who
instructed them on how to
proceed.
Apparently word spread
about the club, because over
60 people showed up to
their first meeting. After the
number dwindled over time,
there were 15 dedicated guys
on four teams.
The Robotics Club will
continue to tune up the robot
until the regional competition on March 14 and 15 at
the Chaifetz Arena.

Imagining 18 Spotlight—Counseling
continued from page 1

personalis” (core of
the person)” in its first two
meetings, a majority of time
was spent discussing college
counseling services.
“We talked an awful lot
about the structure of the
college counseling program.
In fact, I think we got a little
too tilted in that direction,
and that’s why in this series
of meetings we want to pull
back and say, ‘We’re not just
looking at college’,” Mouldon
said.
Mouldon notified the 20
or so committee members,
which include fellow counselors Mary Michalski and
Nina See as well as English
teacher Steve Missey and
theology teacher Carl Heumann, S.J., of his plans to
divide the large group into
the three smaller groups to
develop a smart goal in each
of tomorrow’s meetings.
“The idea of the smart
goal is to be broad enough to
not be tied down with metrics, how we’re going to get

Prep News

there, and what the structure
of the department will be,”
said Mouldon. “All of that
will come in the next series
of meetings on Monday,
April 28.”
Michalski, who will be
a part of the personal counseling group, said, “I’m glad
counseling services is one of
the areas that they focused
on. It seems that the committee, other than the SLUH
folks, want to focus on the
college planning, but there’s
so much more to what we do,
meaning the personal care of
the student, both academically and emotionally.”
After the three groups
come to a consensus on their
goal, Mouldon and Wagner
plan to bring the committee back together as a whole
to allow each group to present its smart goal. Further
committee discussion and
questioning will occur before
moving on to discussing a
single smart goal for the visioning group altogether.
Mouldon and Wagner
anticipate that this discus-

Twinning

sion will occur on April 28,
the last meeting of the group
before the final closing convocation gala next September. However, if a consensus on the individual group
smart goals is reached more
quickly in some groups,
Mouldon said that those
groups will be able to begin
discussing the more detailed
and specific actions required
for that goal.
Though specific goals
have not yet been set, Mouldon and Michalski foresee issues that will need to be addressed and outlined, some
of those obvious needs.
“I would love it if we
had a fully-staffed learning
resource center with at least
two full-time people and
an adequate space to help
students with tutoring and
organizational skills. In the
area of college and personal
counseling, to do what we’d
like to do well, we’re going to
need, regardless of what the
structure looks like, more
counselors,” said Mouldon.

photo | Mr. Chuck Hussung

Staff Photographer
Ben Banet
Contributing Photographers
Sam Beckman
Adam Lux
Austin Strifler
Giuseppe Vitellaro
Nolen Doorack
Patrick Enderle
Sam Chechik
Mrs. Beth Kissel
Mr. Chuck Hussung
Advisor
Mr. Scott Hessel
Moderator
Mr. Steve Missey

Enligsh teachers Mr. Steve Missey (Moderator) and Mr. Scott Hessel (Advisor) with their Thursday twins sophomore Leo Heinz and senior Gabe Newsham.

February 28, 2014

Prep News

Sports

11-0 Racquetball
claims State title

Volume 78, Issue 19

9
photo | Ben Banet

Fourth consecutive year
SLUH has conquered State
BY Charlie Mueth
REPORTER

R

acquetball entered Vetta
Concord last Saturday
undefeated and left Vetta
Concord undefeated, but
with one more thing in tow,
a State championship. Backing up an undefeated (10-0)
season, St. Louis U. High’s
varsity racquetball team carried its momentum into the
State Tournament and won
its fourth consecutive State
title.
The Jr. Bills, who finished with 595 points, dominated their opponents: runner-up Parkway West scored
just 330 points. The team
won at seeds two, three, four,
and six and in doubles, good
for five out of the seven varsity seeds.
“It went the way I had
hoped it would go,” said head
coach Joe Koestner. “We had
a really solid victory. There
was really nobody close to us
in team points because the
other teams split the lower
seeds.”
The doubles team of
juniors Brian Kissel and Ike
Simmon played a total of
three matches on their way to
a State Championship. Kissel and Simmon dominated

opponents from CBC in the
quarterfinals and Kirkwood
in the semifinals before defeating a strong Lindbergh
doubles team in the finals,
15-3, 15-8.
No. 6 seed Gabe McCullough (Sr.) rolled over an
opponent from CBC in his
first match. In the semifinals,
McCullough defeated a talented Parkway West opponent in a tiebreaker. Squaring off against a Kirkwood
opponent in the finals, McCullough won his first game
15-13, then got demolished
15-3 before making several
adjustments in the tiebreaker
to outlast his opponent, 11-7.
Senior Rob Hayes, the
No. 5 seed, played a strong
Kirkwood opponent in his
first match. In the first game,
Hayes hit most of his shots
very well as he won 15-2.
However, Hayes got off of
his mark in the second game,
losing 15-10. Hayes later lost
11-8 in an exciting tiebreaker.
As the No. 4 seed, senior
Jacob Abrahamian dominated all of his matches. Abrahamian won his bracket as
he defeated a Parkway West
opponent in the finals.

continued on page 11

Senior Austin Sottile pulls up for a jump shot over a CBC guard at last Friday’s Paint-it-Pink game.

Basketball stumbles
en route to Districts
Marty Johnson
STAFF

BY

G

oing into District
playoffs, which start
next Tuesday at the Danis
Field House, the St. Louis
U. High basketball team is
looking to rebound from
a rough two weeks, during
which the Jr. Bills have gone
2-3 with three consecutive
losses.
The last stretch of the
season started off strong
with a 74-48 clobbering
of Kirkwood on Feb. 13.
While the team shot an

outstanding 55 percent
from the field, the real story
was senior standout Austin Sottile. Sottile, who is
the team’s leading scorer
and averages 17 points per
game, reached 1,000 points
in his career, making him
the eighth SLUH player to
do so.
“(I’m) really proud of
him,” said senior captain
Ollie Tettamble. “He puts in
a lot of work on the offensive side and he’s our go-to
guy.”
Head coach Erwin

Despite early fall, hockey has high future hopes
BY Thomas
CORE STAFF

D

Riganti

espite a disappointing quarterfinal loss
to Lindbergh, St. Louis U.
High’s varsity hockey squad
(16-8-3) surprised many

this year as a group of underclassmen stepped up to
fill the gap last year’s senior
class left, giving them vital
experience for the years to
come.

Young players playing
big minutes for SLUH was
a consistent theme for the
Jr. Bills. With 13 seniors
graduating from last year,
there were plenty of spots

to fill this season. According to head coach Kevin
Fitzpatrick, there were 12
freshmen and sophomores
in the lineup regularly.
continued on page 11
photo | Austin Strifler

Claggett had nothing but
praise for Sottile.
“In the last two years,
he has evolved so much as a
player. He’s now able to mix
it up which is why he’s able
to score so easy,” Claggett
said.
Four days later, on
President’s Day, the Jr. Bills
won again; this time against
MCC rival DeSmet 56-42.
The team jumped out
to a 17-4 lead and never
looked back. Leading the
way for SLUH was sophomore Matt Nester with 16
points, followed by senior
David Schmelter (15), and
Sottile (14).
The Jr. Bills went into
last Wednesday’s game
against Vianney hoping

to extend their winning
streak, but the Griffins had
other plans. The game was
a defensive battle from the
start, with the Griffins leading 6-5 after the first quarter. The second quarter
didn’t get any better, with
the Jr. Bills only scoring five
additional points.
“They knew our stuff
really well, which isn’t an
excuse. We didn’t run our
stuff very well,” Tettamble
said.
Despite only scoring
10 points in the half, the Jr.
Bills only trailed 17-10. But
Vianney’s defense didn’t sag
at all in the second half. The
Jr. Bills, who rely heavily on
their post game to
continued on page 10

Sottile joins 7 others in
thousand point club
BY Will Smith
SPORTS AND WEB EDITOR

S

enior Austin Sottile
scored just two points on
the varsity basketball team
his freshman year, but he followed it up with 637 total the
next two years, and this year
he reached the milestone of
1,000 points.
The achievement came
Feb. 13 in the fourth quarter
of the game against Kirkwood. Sottile had 989 points
going into the game and
scored nine points in the first
half, but he followed it up
with zero points during the
third quarter, which he at-

tributed to nerves.
“I was really excited to
break the 1,000-point barrier,” said Sottile. “I also felt
relieved to be able to focus
on the game rather than worrying about how many points
I had.”
Sottile and his family knew the barrier would
probably be broken at the
Kirkwood game, so it was
well-attended by the Sottile
family, including grandparents and friends. The next
timeout called after he

continued on page 11

The hockey team celebrates a goal by sophomore Patrick Pence over the DeSmet Spartans.
Sottile and teammates celebrate his 1,000-point achievement.
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BasketBills will start playoffs on Tuesday
photo |Ben Banet

(continued from page 9)
score points, were unable to break their defense.
“You have to give them
credit, but also when we got
it inside, we didn’t finish very
well,” said Claggett. “They
were physical, and we weren’t
able to match their physicality, which is why we had
trouble scoring.”
The team was never able
to close Vianney’s lead to less
than seven and ended up
losing 42-29. As a team, the
Jr. Bills only shot 22 percent
from the field, and the 29
points was their lowest of the
year.
But the team tried to rebound and pick up a victory
against top-ranked CBC on
Senior Night last Friday.
Claggett had high praise
for his seven seniors.
“They’re high character
guys; they come in and work
hard every day. They set the
benchmark for the program,”
Claggett said.
“I was definitely excited
to go out there and play,” said
Tettamble.
SLUH rode a hot hand
early, hitting three of their
first four three-pointers,
to lead 17-12 after the first
quarter.
But in the second quarter, CBC, led by Texas recruit
Jordan Barnett, surged to
take a 19-17 lead with just
under five minutes to play in
the half.
The Jr. Bills were up to
the challenge though, going
on a 13-6 run to take a 34-31
lead into halftime.
But in the second half,
the Cadets showed why they
were the top-ranked team
in St. Louis. CBC turned up
their full-court press and
went on a 9-2 run halfway
through the third quarter.
“(In the second half),
they really put the pressure
on us, and I don’t think that
we were able to reciprocate that on the other end,”
Claggett said.
But the Jr. Bills were
within striking distance going into the final quarter of
play, trailing 50-41.
The Jr. Bills cut the
lead to two points with zix
minutes left with a 7-0 run.
However, the team also took

BY Patrick Schuler and
John Zetzman
REPORTERS

S

Senior Ollie Tettamble drives to the basket against CBC last Friday Night.

a hit when Matt Nester, who
is SLUH’s biggest outside
shooting threat and leader of
their offense, fouled out.
“Matt fouling out really
hurt us,” Tettamble said.
“It was a huge factor,”
said Claggett.
Still, the Jr. Bills were
able to tie the game at 52 with
a Hunter Schmidt jumpshot.
From there, the game was
described by Claggett as
nip-and-tuck. The Jr. Bills
tied it once again at 57 with
just over a minute remaining
and then dropped behind by
three with 10 seconds left.
Unfortunately, Barnett iced
the game with a huge alleyoop. The game ended 65-60
in favor of CBC.
The Jr. Bills did not have

much time to think much
about the loss, as they were
in action again on Tuesday against Parkway West
in their last regular season
game of the year.
The first quarter was
once again low scoring for
the Jr. Bills, although they led
10-9 at the end of the quarter. The team exploded on a
12-5 run to take the lead 2214, finishing the half leading
28-22.
The second half proved
to be the Jr. Bills’ undoing
though. The Longhorns held
SLUH to eight points in the
third quarter to take a 40-36
lead going into the fourth
quarter.
“We didn’t get into the
bonus in the second half,

and we stopped attacking the
basket,” said Claggett.
“We didn’t get back on
defense, and we let nonscorers score, which always
hurts,” Tettamble said.
While SLUH got within
two points of Parkway West,
they weren’t able to overcome the Longhorns, falling
56-49 to end the season with
a record of 15-11.
This Tuesday they face
Ladue, who beat the Jr. Bills
earlier this month. The winner will face the winner of
the Chaminade and Riverview
Gardens/Ritenour
game.
“We’re definitely looking for some payback,” Tettamble said.

Sottile joins seven former players over 1,000
(continued from page 9)

scored, the announcement was made that Sottile
had scored 1,000 points during his SLUH varsity basketball career.
Sottile played on the
varsity team at the end of
his freshmen season and
then started occasionally his
sophomore year, not becoming a full varsity starter until
his junior year.
“I think this is a huge
accomplishment, especially
given the limited time Austin
spent on varsity his freshman

Wrestlebills knocked
out early at State

and sophomore years,” said
head coach Erwin Claggett,
who scored over 1,500 points
in his own high school career. “He’s really developed
as a player over the time I’ve
coached him, changing from
mainly shooting jump shots
to aggressively driving the
lane and posting up down
low, which I think has helped
his scoring.”
“I feel really gratified,
because I see these kids come
in when they’re eighth graders and then get to see them
develop over the years,”

said athletic director Dick
Wehner. “I’ve gotten to know
Austin by having him in
class, and I’ve seen that development in him over the
years.”
In the 96 seasons of
SLUH basketball, only seven
other players have reached
the 1,000 points club: Dan
Vierling, ’81 (1478 points);
Ted Mimlitz, ’83 (1451);
Steve Walsh, ’71 (1223); Tim
Cooney, ’10 (1111); Bryan
Boyle, ’82 (1071); Kent
Miller, ’75 (1070); and Hank
Zuchowski, ’61 (1024).

Most thousand-pointers
are spaced far apart, but Tim
Cooney ’10 is the most recent
player to reach the milestone.
“I think personal accomplishments are nice,
but in the end, the things
you’ll remember are your
team accomplishments,” said
Cooney. “Play like a team
and make sure that you work
to go far in the playoffs these
last few weeks, because it’ll
be over before you know
it. Keep it going and make a
deep run as a team.”

ending three wrestlers
to the State tournament,
the St. Louis U. High varsity
wrestling team matched the
excellent standards set by
last year’s squad in this year’s
District wrestling. Once they
arrived at State, however, the
hopes that they had built up
through months of grueling preparation were quickly
dashed thanks to bad draws
and a lack of comfort on such
a large stage.
The District Finals took
place on Friday night and all
day Saturday. Fourteen different schools competed in
the meet.
The format of the meet
is double-elimination. Each
wrestler wrestles two matches and, depending on how
they fare, they can move on
to the next rounds. The top
four wrestlers in each weight
class go on to the State finals.
Going in, the SLUH
team had high expectations.
They sent three wrestlers to
State last year and were hoping for similar or better results this year.
Friday night of Districts
did not start as well as the jr.
Bills had hoped.
“We had a rough first
night,” head coach Jon Ott
commented. We lost some
matches that I thought we
had a good chance of winning.”
Senior Joe Reichold
said, “As a team it was a disappointing Friday night. I got
unlucky and had two tough
matches, losing the first one
in overtime and then getting
the pin on the second which
was good.”
One of the only standout performances from Friday night came from senior
Sean Mulligan, who made it
to the semifinals and was the
only Jr. Bill to win both his
matches.
SLUH bounced back on
Saturday a little bit, displaying all the work they had put
in throughout the season.
Even wrestling well, though,
the Jr. Bills were still disappointed.
“We could just not
catch a break,” commented
Reichold. “I lost a match in
overtime that would have
given me a shot at state. It
was a hard meet for everybody.”
Rafael Robert also
wrestled a really close match,
but was unable to qualify for
state.
Jim Onder, whom
Ott said “wrestled his best
matches of the year,” was
not able to qualify for State.
Onder wrestled his final
matchup all the way into
overtime in a great match,
but lost on a scramble takedown at the end. With a win,
Onder would have advanced

to State.
Even with the rough first
night and a tough meet overall, the Wrestle Bills were still
able to send three wrestlers
to state: senior Sean Mulligan
and juniors Johnny Sims and
Max Kavy. The three of them
and many other team members traveled down to the
Mizzou Arena on Saturday
to face off against the best
wrestlers in the state.
The State tournament
was another disappointment
for the Jr. Bills.
Kavy, who is in the
285 pound weight class, got
ahead during his first matchup with four points early and
almost had a pin early in the
match. But his opponent,
who ended up taking second
place overall, came back to
beat him by three points.
Simms was also frustrated as he wrestled against
someone he had defeated
earlier in the year, but was
unable to come up with a
win.
“Its a different environment being in the Mizzou arena,” Ott commented.
“(Johnny) didn’t wrestle to
his ability I think. He was
pretty nervous. I think that
will be a learning experience
for him.”
Simms will be able to
take the experience from this
year, and it well hopefully
help him to advance farther
into the tournament next
year.
Mulligan also did not
have a great meet, getting
paired with two very good
wrestlers. He was not able to
beat either one of them.
The Jr. Bills’ biggest
problem seemed to be mental during the tournament,
not skill.
“We did not perform
well at all, even though we
had a very strong chance that
a couple of our guys could of
walked away with medals,”
Reichold said. “It had nothing to do with physical or
conditioning errors, but just
mental flaws. The pressure of
State is pretty big.”
Overall, the Jr. Bills were
frustrated not winning a single match at State.
“We were all very disappointed,” Reichold said.
“Everyone on the team felt
like they had lost a match.
We didn’t go to dinner as
we usually do either, we just
went back home.”
Looking forward to next
year, Ott is hoping to improve off on this year’s result,
especially for Simms and
Kavy, who will be coming
back as seniors. He is looking
forward to next season, but
also very proud of what this
year’s team accomplished.
“We had a great season,”
Ott said. “I am really proud
of our guys and how hard
they worked.”
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With State conquered, Racquetbills
head to Oregon for Nationals
photo |Mrs. Beth Kissel

Top: Racquetballers
line up for a
team photo
after securing a spot at
nationals in
Oregon.
Bottom:
Junior Jack
Sellenriek
winds up to
crush the
ball and his
opponent
at State last
week.

(continued from page 9)

Reliable No. 3 seed Kevin Schneier (Jr.) rolled over
all three of his opponents on
his way to a State championship.
Senior No. 2 seed Alex
Burbee also dominated at
his seed. Burbee mashed a
talented Parkway West opponent in the finals, 15-4,15-2.
“I think I got progressively better as the tournament went on,” said Burbee.
“For the final I really just
tried to keep drive serving to
him and making sure that he
was stuck in the back.”
Senior Thomas Riganti,

the No. 1 seed, played exceptionally well in his first
two matches. However, in
the finals, Riganti faced off
against the No. 1 ranked
player in the area, Parkway
North-Central’s Zack Lazenby. The two have played
several times in their high
school careers with Lazenby
victorious in all of the matches. In the finals, Riganti still
couldn’t defeat Lazenby, who
won 15-7, 15-8.
“I was happy with the
way I played him,” said Riganti. “I had a few nice runs
in there to get some points. I
kept it at least somewhat respectable.”
“It would have been an
extraordinary experience if
Riganti had been able to outplay Lazenby,” said Koestner.
“I wish I would have
maybe taken a few more
chances to bust the game
open a little bit more instead
of letting him shoot,” said
Riganti.
“It was a good warm up
to Nationals,” said Koestner
of the State Tournament.
On Wednesday, the
team left for the USA Racquetball High School National Championships in
Portland, Ore. The Racquetbills hope to bring home
a fourth straight National
Championship.
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Freshmen wrestling
captures 3rd at MCCs
despite injuries

“December was rough;
victories were few”
BY Matt
REPORTER

Thomas

A

lthough the freshmen
Wrestlebills got off to
a slow start, they improved
enough over the season to
claim third place in the MCC
Tournament.
The freshmen wrestlers
began practices in the last
week of November. The focus
early on was to familiarize
the freshman with the sport
and prepare them for their
first meet at Hazelwood West
on Dec. 3.
“All of our wrestlers
had never wrestled before
except for one. We have to
teach them the basics of the
sport and get them ready
for competition in a month.
It was also the first year we
had exams before Christmas
and that made our December even more intense,” said
coach Tim Curdt.
The freshman squad
didn’t end up performing to
the level they had hoped to
during their first month.

“December was rough;
victories were few,” said
freshman Joey Krause.
As the season progressed, the focus shifted
toward the last meet of the
year—the MCC tournament. Despite battling injury
throughout the season, the
freshmen kept working in
order to prepare for the meet.
In past years, the freshman
team has had a lot of success
at this tournament.
The season ended successfully with a third place
finish at the meet. Both
coaches were pleased with
the team’s season.
“They worked hard
and they learned a lot,” said
coach Don Steingruby. “They
all grew in a variety of ways
through their perseverance. I’m really proud of the
group.”
“All of the kids who
stuck with it the whole year
and made it through learned
a lot. It was a good experience
and they are ready to go onto
JV and varsity,” said Curdt.

Hockeybills to return many top forwards and defensmen next year
(continued from page 9)

Four of the top six forwards will be returning next
year, including SLUH’s leader in points, freshman Luke
Gassett, who scored 14 goals
and notched 13 assists.
Four of the top six defenders will also be returning next year. Senior captain
Stan Pawlow, and sophomore
Stephen Lockwood made the
defensive line strong all year
long.
Fitzpatrick said of Lockwood,” I think next year (he)
will probably be the best defenseman in the league.”
Pence, just behind Gassett in the points depart-

ment, scored 15 goals and
got 6 assists. The only defensemen leaving are senior
assistant captain Jack Kinzel
and Pawlow.
According to Fitzpatrick, the incoming class of
2018 has four triple A players, two defensemen and two
forwards, who will be joining
the team next year. In addition to the incoming talent,
the underclassmen who are
already a part of the system
will add a lot of competition
to the lineup.
“With the group coming back and the kids coming up from JV, it’s going to
be healthy, very very strong
competition internally for

positions and playing time,”
said Fitzpatrick.
With the experience
gained by the young guys this
season, Fitzpatrick has confidence the hard fought games,
both those won and lost, will
pay off next year.
“I think we’re going to
be one of the strongest teams
in the league next year,” said
Fitzpatrick.
Despite the promising
future ahead of the Jr. Bills,
this year, they were disappointed by a tough season
that did not pan out as they
would have hoped.
“Unfortunately, the season came to what I thought

was an abrupt end because
we had done so well and improved so well throughout
the year,” said Fitzpatrick. “I
really thought we were going
to go deeper in the playoffs.”
SLUH held tough with
the top three teams—CBC,
DeSmet, and Chaminade—
but could not beat any of
them. A big game was on
Dec. 23 when the Jr. Bills lost
in the third period to CBC
after having a goal called
back. For Fitzpatrick, the loss
was more of a confidence
booster than a discouraging
moment.
“I thought that was a
turning point in the positive

(direction),” said Fitzpatrick.
“We could compete with the
best team in the league.”
“Until the quarterfinals,
the only teams that had beat
us were the three top teams
which were CBC, DeSmet,
and Chaminade,” said Fitzpatrick. “And those three
teams—we competed with
them very well.”
It looked as though
SLUH would get another
shot at the top three teams
in the playoffs but Lindbergh
tripped the Jr. Bills up. After
beating Lindbergh 5-3 in the
round-robin round and then
4-0 in the first of a two-game
series, SLUH could taste the

photo | Austin Strifler

Left: Sophomore Patrick
“Chunky Pat” Pence celebrates
with his teamates after scoring a
goal earlier this season.

drawing | Paul Fister

Right: theology teacher Danielle Harrison.

semifinals.
Unfortunately the puck
did not bounce in SLUH’s
favor and the Jr. Bills lost 3-1
and then 2-0 in the minigame, crushing any hopes at
a repeat State title.
“The low point was
that second and third game
against Lindbergh,” said Fitzpatrick. “It was just one of
those nights.”
From the state-winning
team’s four-year veterans to
this year’s youngsters, it was
not clear whether SLUH
would be able to compete
well against the tough teams
in the league. The crew
pulled through and surprised
many with their talent.
“I think we exceeded
anybody’s expectations,” said

THE LASER SHOW

Fields wins local Poetry Out Loud, moves on to State
BY Luke
STAFF

Miller

S

t. Louis U. High senior
Tom Fields won the local round of the Poetry Out
Loud Competition on Feb.
19 and will compete in the
state contest on March 13 in
Jefferson City.
This is Fields’ third
time participating in Poetry
Out Loud and second trip
to State. Fields hopes to use
his past experience to his advantage, making changes to
recitations.
“Yeah, I definitely plan

Thursday, February 13
ACES held the annual
Harmony Prayer Service.
Afterwards, students from
SLUH and other area high
schools broke out into discussion groups. See article on
p. 2 of this week’s Prep News.

Friday, February 14
Students had a day off
while faculty went on retreat
at the Motherhouse of the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet.

Saturday, February 15
Scholar Bowl went 5-5
in competition at Washington University. See article on
p. 4 of this week’s Prep News.
The Staycation and
French Clubs celebrated
the 250th anniversary of the
founding of St. Louis with a
trip to City Hall to view reenactments and the Arch
Grounds. See article on p. 2
of this week’s Prep News.

Sunday, February 16
The Dauphin Players production of Guys and
Dolls, starring seniors Tom
Fields and Sam Krausz, ended its five play run. This was
the sixth time Joe Schulte had
directed the show at SLUH.
See article on p. 1of the last
issue of the Prep News.

Monday, February 17
Students had a day off

to make changes, especially
with poem choices. Last year
I picked poems because I
liked them, or they sounded
nice, but this year I picked
poems that I thought meant
something to me and they
challenged me,” said Fields.
Fields isn’t the only one
returning to State this year.
A friend of Fields, Esscence
Lee from Crossroads, is also
competing this year, after
winning State and competing
in Nationals last year. Fields’
family will be attending, as
well as his coach, Joe Schulte,

and “bureaucratic liaison”
Chuck Hussung.
“I don’t remember a
winner around working
harder than Tom,” said Hussung. “He practices with Mr.
Schulte often. Tom will be
performing ‘Sestina: Like,’
by A. E. Stallings, which is
a tour de force, and Tom, I
believe, has the tour de force
and is quite up to the job.”
Fields performed “Sestina Like” at the local school
level. He will also be performing “The Way It Sometimes Is” by Henry Taylor

and “The Canonization” by
John Donne.
Hussung is also excited
to see Fields perform.
“I will be going to see
Tom as a fan,” said Hussung.
The winner of the State
competition will win $500
towards the purchase of
poetry books, and the National winner can win up to
$20,000. Poetry Out-Loud
receives donations from both
The National Endowment
for the Arts and The Poetry
Foundation.

Minutes
for President’s Day.
The Father’s Club held
its Father-Son rec night,
including its fifth annual
dodgeball tournament

Tuesday, February 18
Students had a day off
while faculty attended an
in-service. At this meeting, Principal John Moran
announced that some students would be required to
have personal devices at the
beginning of the 2015-16
school year.
The Robotics Club
wrapped up construction on
its competition model. See
article on p. 8 of this week’s
Prep News.
The Class of 2018 had
its Orientation Mass. See
article on p. 1 of last week’s
Prep News.

Wednesday, February 19
The Senior Class had
its second-to-last class Mass.
Deacon Allen Boedeker
homilized on the senior class
motto, “Go and set the world
on fire.”

Thursday, February 20
Loyola middle school
alumni met with that school’s
Director of Graduate Support, Steve Sulewski.

Friday, February 21
Members of the Latin
Club attended the Missouri

Junior Classical League conference. See article on p. 5 of
this week’s Prep News.
SLUH held its annual
Paint It Pink basketball
game in support of cancer
research.

Saturday, February 22
Scholar Bowl went 8-2
at an Oakville meet, and
placed 3rd. See article on p. 4
of this week’s Prep News.
The senior class and
its mothers attended Mom
Prom. This year’s venue was
the Redbird Club at Busch
Stadium.
The RECHARGE musical worship team met for an
event called “Let the Future
Begin” at St. Mary Magdalene parish.

Sunday, February 23
Speech finals took place
at Ursuline Academy. See article on p. 4 of the last issue of
the Prep News.
SLUH held its Family
Mass in the SLUH chapel.
Leaders for this year’s
Freshman Retreat trained
and prepared for the event,
which takes place today and
tomorrow.

Monday, February 24
Thomas À Kempis Club
met in the North American
Martyrs’ Chapel for one of its
Masses at activity period.

Mock Trial’s two teams
competed in its second preliminary competition of the
year at the Clayton County
Courthouse. The varsity team
again went three for three,
making their record 6-0 for
the preliminary rounds. The
team will advance to regionals a little less than two weeks
from today. See article on p. 4
of this week’s Prep News.
SLUH PAC discussed
developing events in Ukraine.
The conversation eventually
ranged into broader issues of
American foreign policy and
the extent to which America
can honestly advocate its values overseas.

Wednesday, February 26
The Dauphin Players held auditions for their
Spring improv show. See
article on p. 2 of this week’s
Prep News.

Thursday, February 27
During an extended Activity Period, Mission Week
peaked with teacher-led activities in the Field House
and throughout the school.
At the ceremony, the school
recognized theology teacher
and former principal Ralph
Houlihan, S.J., in advance of
his 80th birthday.

–compiled by Adam Thorp
and Jack Kiehl.

Tuesday, February 25

Laser of the Week
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February 28, 2014

Friday, February 28

Half Day

Freshman Retreat

Saturday, March 1
Freshman Retreat
District Basketball Tournament (through March 8th)
Mission Week Mixer

Sunday, March 2
No Events Scheduled

Monday, March 3

Schedule R

Start of Spring Sports
9am
Jazz Festival
AP
National Latin Exam
Snack–Chicken Giggles
Lunch Special–Meatball Sanwich
Vegetarian–Cheese Pizza

Tuesday, March 4

Late Start Schedule

Mother’s Club Mardi Gras Breakfast
9am–Archdiocese Jazz Festival
AP
Snack–Mini Tacos
12:20pm St. Louis University–M110
Lunch Special–Hand Breaded Chicken Strips
Vegetarian–Penne Pasta

Wendesday, March 5
Ash Wednesday
8:15am Lent Adoration
12:20pm Truman University–M110
Lunch Special–Pasta Bar

Mass Schedule

Thursday, March 6

Schedule R
Mix-it-Up Lunch
Chorus Workshop
8:15am Lent Adoration
8:30am SLUH Choral Clinic
AP
Mizzou–M110
Univeristy of Alabama at Birmingham–M112
Snack–Chicken Rings
Lunch Special–Papa Johns
Vegetarian–Macaroni and Cheese

Friday, March 7

Schedule R

8:15am Lent Adoration
AP
Maryville University–M106
Chorus Rehearsal
Snack–Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special–Shrimp and Fries
Vegetarian–Cavatelli Olive Oil
Calendar | Compiled by Leo Heinz
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The Switch Bar
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Above: Senior Patrick Oster stops by the bar for a doughnut before homeroom. Bottom: The Switch Bar being used for a Gadfly TV Episode.

The ‘Laser Show’ himself, Mr. Scott Gilbert, prepares to take on an opponent at Tuesday’s dodgeball game in the Field House.
For all the latest updates on golf, old cars, and teaching children life lessons, you can follow him on Twitter @11CoachG.

If you are a connoisseur of beverages and assorted treats,
you may have been quite pleased to find the make-shift bar where
the old switchboard lies. The Switchbar was a Gadfly creation.
Initially, Gadfly was looking around for a place to shoot a video.
After filming their skit, the visionaries at Gadfly thought the bar
would be a great way to raise money for Mission Week. The bar,
which served up free drinks, with donations at the discretion of
the patrons, became quite popular amongst students. The bar had
to stock up on more drinks and added treats, such as cookies and
doughnuts, to keep up with the increasing popularity. One of the
bartenders, junior John Bui, estimated the bar raised over $80 on
Tuesday alone for Mission Week. The Switchbar closed up shop
Wednesday, but may come back with a little old school petitioning. If you would like to see the Switchbar return, be sure to let
Gadfly hear your voice. Over $200 was raised.
compiled by | Thomas Williams

