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in Portland
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Fourth straight
for perennially
succesful team
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fter winning at the 2014
USA Racquetball High
School National Championships, St. Louis U. High’s racquetball team has completed
a remarkable feat: four consecutive National titles. The
program has now won its
eighth National Championship.
The Jr. Bills, who brought
32 players to Portland, Ore.,
dominated all other schools.
The team finished with 3,149
total points while the second
place team, Beaverton High
School (located in Beaverton,
a suburb of Portland) only
scored 1,645 points.
“It’s the most dominating
win at a national level that I’ve
been a part of while serving as
a SLUH coach,” said Racquetball Program Director Patrick
Zarrick.
Throughout last week’s
four-day tournament, the
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From mixer, flapjacks, bouncing,
Mission Week grosses $28,342
BY Luke
STAFF

Miller

S

t. Louis U. High concluded its third annual Mission Week with the annual
Mission Week Mixer in the
Danis Field House on Saturday night despite unfavorable
continued on page 7 weather reports.
photo | courtesy of Mrs. Anne Warfield

The Mission weekend
began Friday with the traditional pancake breakfast
and its lumberjack-themed
dressed down. The breakfast
collected $2,486 for flapjacks
alone.
While calculations are
still being done to determine

Bio students
& teachers
discuss three
quarters with
online texts

the total raised, the week
grossed a total of $28,342 BY Leo K Heinz
dollars before accounting for CORE STAFF
costs. Each of the four charior a glimpse at what life
ties that SLUH is sponsoring
might be like with the
this year—Variety St. Louis, technology policy change set
Karen House, the Honduras to begin in August of 2015,
nutrition center, and the Red look to the freshman biolcontinued on page 5 ogy class, which made online
textbooks an option for this
current school year. Three
quarters later, students and
teachers are offering their observations and opinions on
the digital textbooks.
The freshman biology
teachers met last spring to
discuss changing to a newer
version of their Prentice Hall
textbook. According to the
three biology teachers who
setting those broader goals to made the decision to ofdefining how the success of fer the digital textbook opthose goals can be measured. tion, the largest factor was
Eventually, the groups will the cost effectiveness of the
establish “action steps,” chart- digital-only version. At $20,
ing the concrete actions the the digital-only version is just
school can take towards its under $100 cheaper than the
goals.
hardcover print copy (which
Ben DuMont, assistant includes access to the online
director for advancement of- digital one).
fered, as a hypothetical ex“We already wanted to
ample, that a goal might be to make that switch to the newer
move SLUH into the top two version,” said biology teacher
percent of schools academi- Tim O’Keefe. “As part of that,
cally, and a related metric we became aware that there

F

I-18 groups talk goals
at third convocation
Plan to submit goals by
next April’s convocation
BY Adam Thorp
EDITOR IN CHIEF

T

Senior Gabe McCullough gets ready to whack the ball at last
weekend’s Nationals. SLUH won its fourth consecutive title.
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he six committees tasked
with imagining how St.
Louis U. High will look at its
200th anniversary met last
Friday and Saturday at their
third convocation.
The groups are trying
to form goals that are specific, measurable, achievable,
relevant and time-bound; as
an acronym, goals that are
“SMART.” Last week’s convocation took place as the
process began to move from
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ith last weekend’s midpoint convocation for
the year-long visioning process known as Imagining 18,
the Financial Modeling and
Faculty Compensation visioning group formulated its
goals for its vision for Saint
Louis U. High in 2018.
The group, co-chaired by
Vice President of Administration Joe Komos and Thomas
Danis,’65, has been discussing
SLUH’s financial goals over
the past few months. Topics
have included tuition, financial aid, and faculty compensation.
One of the major points
of discussion for the group is
managing and budgeting for
tuition and financial aid, according to Komos.
“We want to make sure
that every young man who’s
capable of going to school
here academically can attend
regardless of economic circumstances,” said Komos.
“How do we make sure
we have a tuition that does
what it needs to do but doesn’t
scare people away? How do
we protect that?” said principal John Moran.
The group has also been
looking at fundraising at
events like Cashbah and how
that supports the mission of
the school, as well as sustaining the best educators.
“(We’ve) discussed the
potential methods to sustain
an institution that can afford to pay its professional
teachers, its professors, at a
competitive high level,” said
Danis.
At the first two meetings
for Imagining 18, the group
discussed SLUH’s current financial structure and what it
believes SLUH should look
like in 2018. By last Friday,
the group had established its
goals, which it will continue
to fine-tune.

P.5
P.6
P.7

continued on page 5

Teen Talent Semifinals
Lenten Reflections
Commentary
Letter – Mission Week talk
Letter – 1:1 Tech
Letter – Rebranding
Letter – Paint It Pink
Comic
Chorus Workshop
Jazz Festival
p.1 cont. I-18
p.1 cont. textbooks
p.1 cont. Mission Week
Half-Court shot
Basketball
Rugby
Peraud decathlete
p.1 cont. Racquetball
p.6 cont. Peraud
Water Polo

2
Daily Lenten reflections sent to school
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Theology teacher Brian Gilmore reflects on baseball and Lent
at the Mass on Ash Wednesday.
BY Connor
REPORTER

FitzGerald

S

t. Louis U. High campus
ministers and the sophomore pastoral team have organized a Lenten reflection
program that will include
student, faculty, staff, and

alumni reflections.
Campus Ministry has
given out booklets and will
be emailing daily reflections
to the student body. These
reflections will stress the importance of Lent to the author, and how Lent connects
to the different parts of the

author’s life, and reflections
on the days readings.
During the Ash Wednesday Mass, campus minister
Brian Gilmore kicked off the
program by reading his reflection comparing baseball
to spring training at the end
of Mass.
“The idea came up first
last year a few weeks before
Lent,” said campus minister Meg Beugg. “(English
teacher) Dave Callon came
to Mr. Gilmore and I about
establishing a Lent Reflection program, but there was
not enough time to complete
it in the weeks before Lent
last year.”
After Christmas break
this year, Gilmore and theology teacher and campus minister Dan Finucane brought
the idea to the sophomore
pastoral team to organize for
this Lent.
Members of the sophomore pastoral team paired
up to write reflections together alongside the reflections written by faculty and
staff at SLUH. Members of
the SLUH Alumni Board
also were invited to write
reflections after the idea was
brought before Associate Director of Annual Giving John
Penilla.
“We had weekly Sophomore Pastoral team meetings
on Fridays,” said sophomore
Luke Thibodeau, “During the

meetings, we assigned each
days for reflections. We had
to look up the readings for
our day, and then we wrote a
reflection that connected the
readings from that day with
different themes of Lent.”
Paper copies of the reflections were made available
to all people that requested
one from Campus Ministers.
About 40 copies were requested by students and faculty. There are a few booklets
left available for people that
still would like a paper copy
instead of email copies.
“I think anytime we
have the opportunity to read
something from the community, especially on the
personal level in terms of our
faith, that’s a great opportunity,” said Beugg. “When
Sisyphus comes out, I love
having the chance to read
and see what students from
our community are thinking
about.”
“I’ve looked through it,
and it looks really good,” said
Thibodeau. “There are some
really good reflections written by the alumni and teachers, and then there is a student voice to it as well, which
I think is really refreshing.
If you’re struggling to find
what state of mind you need
for Lent, this is great guide
for that.”
—Stephen Lumetta contributed reporting
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Fields advances to
finals of Teen Talent
BY Paul J Fister
STAFF CO-ARTIST

T

wo St. Louis U. Highaffiliated acts—senior
Tom Fields singing his
American crooner medley,
and the band Red Letter Day
featuring senior Tom Rubio
on the drums—competed in
the semifinals for the St. Louis Teen Talent competition at
Forest Park Community College on Saturday, March 1.
Though Red Letter
Day’s Taylor Swift medley
did not get them a spot in
finals, Fields’ medley did,
and he will perform with 11
other teens from St. Louis at
the Fabulous Fox Theatre on
April 4 to compete for scholarship money.
Both Rubio and Fields
described making changes
to the acts that got them into
semifinals.
Fields included some
dance moves and a change in
one of his songs.
“I changed one of my
songs because of you Paul
Fister—gee this is awkward,”
explained Fields to this reporter. “I changed my finale
to be Frank Sinatra’s ‘my kind
of town, St. Louis is’ instead
of saying ‘Chicago,’ and they
loved it.”
Fields included some
simple dance moves, cho-

reographed by SLUH dance
teacher Simonie Anzalone.
“People came up to me
afterward and said they really liked my dance moves
and said they were really
professional-looking
and
cool, so I’m really grateful to
Mrs. Anzalone for that,” said
Fields.
Fields is excited for the
competition, and thankful
to everyone who helped him
get this far.
“I’m really thankful for
the people who supported
me through this, especially
Sam Krausz and Gabe Newsham that went through this
beforehand; I would have
not done this if I hadn’t gone
and checked them out,” said
Fields.
Newsham and Krausz
reached the finals in last
year’s performance.
The finals for the competition, as in the past, will
be held at the Fabulous Fox
Theatre on Grand. Tickets
are free and will soon be
available to the student body.
“It’s gonna be really fun.
Just being on the Fox Theatre stage is gonna be crazy
for me! That enough is the
prize,” said Fields, who added, “Come check it out! Not
just for me, but just to support the arts, and teen talent,
and all that kind of stuff.”

Commentary

SLUH should embrace mission with a sweat-shop free apparel policy
BY Leo K. Heinz
CORE STAFF

I

t’s time for the administration of St. Louis U.
High to enact a school-wide,
sweatshop-free clothing purchasing policy to reflect our
Jesuit, Catholic values.
Enough dilly-dallying.
A year has passed since activist Jim Keady spoke to the
student body for the second
time. Three-quarters of the
student body has heard his
story and the injustices of the
way clothing companies treat
their employees. That number of students will decrease
to one-half with the start of
next school year. Now is the
time to go big. It’s time to
join our fellow Jesuit high
schools and create a sweatshop-free trade apparel purchasing policy.
There is student support for purchasing fair trade
clothing already. Groups
such as Staycation, Robotics,
and Student Council have
purchased U.S.-made apparel
within the last year. However, larger groups and athletic
teams still don Nike apparel
daily. Pax Christi has tried to
spread Keady’s word and its
theme of living consciously
by consulting with various
groups on their purchases of
apparel. However, this task
has been quite difficult due
to a worldly culture that values brand name logos, raises
unfair pessimism about
fair trade apparel options,
and argues illegitimately in

support of companies like
Nike. We shouldn’t need Pax
Christi to act as a moral conscience for the whole school.
It should be in our handbook
as a policy.
If we want students to
become “committed to doing
justice” and if “we strive to
create in our students a lifelong devotion to learning—a
devotion that informs moral
choices and transforms
lives,” I think we need a topdown policy that forces student clubs and athletic teams
to buy apparel from companies that pay their workers
a living wage. How else are
we going to keep the culture
around here connected with
the values that we promote as
a Jesuit, Catholic institution?
In the student handbook, there is a five-paragraph policy on Academic
Honesty. The first line reads,
“In its attempt to instill
Christian values and academic integrity, St. Louis U.
High stands squarely against
cheating.” The administration should create or instill
the policy to be proposed
by Pax Christi in a new section someplace around the
Academic Honesty Policy, a
sweatshop-free clothing purchasing policy.
For example, the first
line could read, “In its attempt to instill Catholic,
Jesuit values and a commitment to justice, St. Louis U.
High stands squarely against
supporting companies that

do not also promote such
values and, in areas where
alternative products are sold,
will buy products from companies that do also support
our values.”
A fair trade policy would
not be easy. It would require
research into companies and
ditching our precious Nike
and other brand name company uniforms. But we can’t
get bogged down in the logistics of such a policy now. We
first need the administration
to acknowledge that a policy
will happen.
A policy would also require a stark change in culture. Some might even question if we’re ready for it as
an institution. To think that
we might go into a so-called
‘culture shock’ just because
we shift our buying habits
to fit our Ignatian values is
pretty dire.
To be clear, when I say
‘sweatshop-free apparel purchasing policy,’ I’m talking
about a policy that applies
to all clothing bought and/
or purchased for St. Louis
U. High, whether it’s for athletic teams, student clubs, or
the Imagining 18 T-Shirts.
In other words, the apparel
that we distribute with the
SLUH name on it should
not be made in sweatshops.
This policy would not apply to the everyday clothing
of students, for a policy like
that would be impossible to
enforce.
Individuals would still

be able to buy Nike products
and wear them in the building. However, we would no
longer be supporting Nike
as a school, a community.
We’d no longer be formally
endorsing companies that
go against our principles.
By limiting the policy to official SLUH apparel only,
the administration would be
making a reasonable requirement.
Some might suggest
that letting various groups
decide whether or not to go
fair trade is the better option. Then people wouldn’t
be forced into buying from
a set list of suppliers. However, that’s like letting groups
choose whether or not to

cheat on a test; it’s letting
groups decide whether or not
to embrace our moral values.
Our culture of consumerism
and instant gratification puts
material needs above those
of other in distant places.
Our
administration
should make such a policy
a reality. Enough of buying
clothing with “A.M.D.G.”
printed across the back when
it was likely made in a sweatshop. No more buying nonAmerican made clothing for
Mission Week, just to ‘raise
more money for the Missions.’ We need to banish the
hypocrisy and irony of a Jesuit institution that prides itself in being ‘Men for Others’
knowingly buying apparel

that is made in sweatshops
where workers endure brutal
conditions.
According to section V
(“Committed to doing justice”) of SLUH’s profile of
the Graduate at Graduation,
by the time of graduation, a
student “is beginning to realize that the values of a consumer society are sometimes
in conflict with the demands
of a just society, and indeed
with the Gospel.”
To me, a policy would
help to instill that realization
in students, and put into action the ideals we post on our
website and in our admissions brochures. Let’s renew
our Jesuit mission in style.
photo | Nolen Doorack

French film students Théo Reynal, Alex Fortineau, and Aurélien Loevenbruck talk to French
classes about their upcoming film, “The Ground Beneath Our Feet” last Friday.
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Letter

Laptops in the classroom: Flappy Bird wins
To the editors:
Ah, yes—a letter from a
crusty (21-year-) old alumnus, criticizing the “inevitable” spread of technology
at SLUH. It’s a type of letter
everyone expects, and that
those favoring the introduction of one-to-one devices
will probably smile blandly at
and ignore as irrelevant. But
in addition to being a Prep
News editor from the late Paleozoic era (a few years ago),
I am also a college junior
at Truman State University
with a valid perspective on
what has and has not prepared me for college.
I believe that not carrying a laptop at St. Louis
U. High gave me the space I
needed to create the strong
relationships with students
and teachers that formed me
into the motivated learner I
am today. A beautifully articulated commentary last
week by Sam Fentress further
affirmed this belief. Laptops
and tablets are a distraction
in college classrooms, just as

they would be in college prep
school classrooms.
Principal John Moran
believes that in today’s world,
the laptop is the primary tool
for learning, as the paintbrush is the primary tool
for painting. As a painter
and a student, I believe this

In the college classrooms of
today, a scarce few students
have their laptops open, and
these few are checking Facebook and clicking on links to
Buzzfeed.
Dr. Moran described
this decision as an “institutional” decision. That word

“Education has many tools...
and the most ambiguously
valued of them is the laptop.”
argument is faulty. Education has many tools, including boards, pens, notebooks,
lectures, discussions, books
and homework, and the most
ambiguously valued of them
all is the laptop. I say this as
a biology and English double
major, college newspaper
columnist, literary magazine
editor, and writing center
consultant, someone with a
busy schedule and high aspirations, not as someone
afraid of the modern world.

choice suggests to me that it
is a decision that should be
made as an institution, not
just by its figureheads. As
Jack Kiehl’s article last week
demonstrated,
reactions
to the policy are decidedly
mixed, as they have been
for years. If the administration desires a culture change,
they have a long way to go to
convince teachers and learners of why we need one-toone devices, and they need
to admit that these teachers

and learners have valuable
perspectives to add to the
discussion.
I suspect what is ultimately behind this decision is a desire to for SLUH
to have the appearance of a
modern college prep school.
The lovely façade on Oakland Ave. also serves this
goal. But appearance does
not have a strong link to
substance. When sluh.org
eventually displays photos of
students peering into their
laptop screens intently, their
intent is just as likely to be
directed at Flappy Bird as at
their physics problem set.
Fortunately, it will be
easy to peacefully and Christianly protest this policy.
When the day comes, students can simply choose to
not carry their laptops with
them, and experience the
fullness of Jesuit education.
By the way, Truman
doesn’t require students to
have devices.
Sincerely,
Conor Gearin, ’11

Letter

Rebranding risks making SLUH generic

To the editors:

As spring sports start
and almost a full school year
of rebranding is complete,
I think that it’s necessary to
finally fully assess our new
look.
I think that the logo is
more on the generic side.
There are hundreds if not
thousands of fleur de lis in
St. Louis city and county.
Our logo has no distinctive
quality. It looks similar to the
lacrosse logo, which has been
in use since I was a freshman.
The only difference is the
connecting bar and the blue
background.
The old fleur de lis provided a nice use of negative
and positive space with the
blue and white. It was getting dated, but could’ve just
used a little tweak. The bigger

question about the logos are
why do we use a fleur de lis as
our primary logo in the first
place? I don’t understand
why we couldn’t use the Junior Billiken as the primary
logo. I mean we are named
the Junior Bills, unless I
haven’t been informed that
we were actually the St. Louis
University High School Fleur
De Lis.
If you look around the
school, the old fleur de lis
is still prevalent. The mural
wall has tiny logos and the
glass to the commons has the
old logo. The old carpets and
the wall above the stairs going down to the Commons
also have the logos.
Other things changing
are the sports uniforms and
sports related shirts. I loved
how teams would have different shirts, logos, designs,

but in the end we were all
Junior Bills—many Billikens
as one (I think that might
have been a shirt back in
2010-2011). People were able
to show their creativity and
have people wear something
unique to their club or sport,
but it still showed that we
unified as Junior Billikens
even if we are different. Now
all the shirts look the same,
they look generic. They look
like you could go to any store
and buy them, instead of being unique.
The colors also influence the genericness of logo.
We have two different shades
of blue and three different
shades of grey. The branding website is big about not
changing the color of the
logo, using only the school
colors and not removing the
fleur de lis from the border.
art | Paul Fister

We use white as jersey colors for baseball, football,
basketball, soccer, and various other sports. White isn’t
one of our official colors, so
I guess technically that’s not
proper use. Mission Week we
changed to logo color baby
blue, which is not in our
color scheme. Also, they removed the borders from the
logo, both not proper use.
When it comes to rebranding, adding a new jersey, or having a new logo, it’s
hard to do something everyone likes. Most professional
teams and college teams get
it wrong: just look at the San
Diego Padres going from a
unique brown and orange
scheme to a generic blue
and white. I think SLUH did
something similar. They took
something good and unique
and made it generic. We are
not a generic high school.
I just want the best out
of SLUH. I have loved this
place since freshman year.
It’s a shame that I can’t love
it as much because of the
new redesign. I think the
students should have been
the ones to pick the logo
because, after all, we are the
ones that go here—we are
the ones that wear the stuff.
A logo because of rebranding doesn’t sell someone on
school; it’s the quality of education that does. But with the
drastic overhaul of the logo?
Imagine if the same process
was used for our education.
I want the best out of this
school. I want to see it succeed down the road, but the
new rebranding process gives
me fears about the future.
Joe Mueller, ’14
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Mission Week talk
neglects the positives
of American culture
To the editors:
Father Christopher, S.J.,
kicked this year’s Mission
Week off with a bold start to
say the least. His invigorating
speech was enough to receive
a standing ovation from a
gymnasium full of SLUH
boys—a feat even Hercules
would have trouble with.
While the speech was
powerful in dealing with the
many realities surrounding
the relation between missionary work and the social
tension that may follow, I
left the Field House a little
disappointed in his overall
outlook on how missionary
work ought to be carried
out. Every time it seemed
the missions were advancing
technologically they were being vilified for adopting “imposed first world” customs.
When the mission embraced electricity, it was not
American consumerism imposing its influence on them;
they chose to work longer
hours because it was what
they saw best for their families. When you work more,
you make more money. Who
are we to tell the people of
South American missions
what is best for them? Is this
not elitist like the corporation that, in an attempt to
“civilize” them and make
them more like us, stripped
them of their voice for selfdetermination? When the
people of a village work
longer hours (via electricity) and feed their families,

we should not scorn them
for not spending as much
time with their families. We
should praise them—for they
have enough money to feed
their families with proper
nutrition for once. When
they spend time watching
television, we should not
scorn them for flipping to
MTV. We should see hope—
for perhaps the first time in
their lives they have enough
money to even afford a TV.
Are these the evils of American “consumer culture”?
Sure, America’s “consumer culture” may have a
few kinks here and there, but
instead of pointing at our
faults (i.e. Keeping up with
the Kardashians) we should
encourage others to embrace
the wonders our culture has
done for us. Only in developed nations like America
can nearly every citizen go
to bed in a home with A/C
and not worry about what
to eat in the morning. Only
in our culture can teenagers
drive to a school in their own
cars with a bag full of extra canned goods and spare
change to give away to missions, while most developing nations can’t even afford
basic needs such as food and
water.
Plainly put, when we
look to help others we should
not discourage them from
what works for them, but encourage them to become the
best they can be, how they
see fit.
Zach Morley, ’15

Letter

A teacher, taught
To the editors:
I want to thank senior
Josh Keil and sophomore
Max Bredenkoetter. Josh and
Max both sank half-court
shots, winning $100 each.
They both, in turn, turned
over their winnings to cancer
research. Thanks for reminding me that being a “Man For
Others” is not just a snappy

by line. Thanks for reminding the people in attendance
and me especially. I need to
do less talkin’ of the talk and
more of walking of the walk.
Thank you for being my
teachers.
Dick Wehner
SLUH Theology Teacher
SLUH Athletic Director

The cartoon does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
Prep News or St. Louis U. High.
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... and all that (archdiocesan) jazz: festival brings bands together
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BY Sam Chechik
REPORTER

T

he annual St. Louis
Archdiocesan Jazz Festival occurred on Tuesday in
the Joseph Schulte Theatre
at St. Louis U. High. Many
bands performed there, including the SLUH Jazz Band
(Jazz 3), Jazz Combo 1, the
Jazz Combo, the Jazz Combo
3, and the Jazz Combo 4.
The Jazz Band played
the pieces “Cotton Tail”
(Duke Ellington), “My Foolish Heart” (Victor Young),
and “When The Saints Go
Groovin’ In” (David Sam).
Some members of the SLUH
Jazz Band personally thought
that they had played “Cotton
Tail” better than they ever
had before.
“GM and the Fat Minks”
(also known as Jazz Combo
1) played “Sandu” (Clifford
Brown), “Ceora” (Lee Mor-

gan), and “Strasbourg St. Denis” (Roy Hargrove).
“Isaac and the Sock
Hats” (Jazz Combo 2) played
“Blue Bossa” (Kenny Dorham) and “Pride and Joy”
(Stevie Ray Vaughan).
“G-Dawgs” (Jazz Combo 3) played “All Blues”
(Miles Davis) and “Mr. P.C.”
(John Coltrane).
“Sig Figs and the Richie
Riche$” (Jazz Combo 4)
played “Song For My Father”
(Horace Silver) and “Straight
No Chaser” (Thelonious
Monk).
There were many different views on the vibe and atmosphere of the festival.
Junior Rick Garner
of “Issaac and Sock Hats”
summed up the entire event
in a few sentences.
“It felt … purple … actually more of a chartreuse

NEWS

(yellow-ish color),” said Garner. “It was a very recital-ish
atmosphere.”
Senior Gabe Newsham,
of the Jazz Band, said, “It was
surprisingly cold. Normally
when you are being judged
by three people, you do not
expect them to applaud because they are busy recording their comments for you
so they can help you to play
better. The etiquette is to clap
after someone’s solo and definitely after a piece is finished.
They were just very hesitant
and cold, so I thought, ‘Wow,
I really feel welcome when
no one is applauding.’”
Junior Drew Koetting,
of “Isaac and the Sock Hats,”
said, “It was much more somber in the theatre and much
more personal in the clinic.
You get these people that are
afraid of getting out there.

3rd time’s a charm: Imagining 18
(continued from page 1)

might be to reach an average
ACT score of 32.
Outside of the two keynote talks, the visioning
groups were further split into
subgroups. The Campus Facilities/Sustainability visioning groups, for instance, split
into facilities, nutrition and
general health, and environmental stewardship groups.
The groups later reconvened.
“(The Counseling Services group), in our small
groups, each came up with
a SMART goal that we really
liked. But when we reconvened as a large group, the
large group started questioning and picking each of them
apart. So we’ve got a couple
of drafts of SMART goals
that aren’t complete yet; we
like the main idea, but we’re
still going to be doing some
fine tuning,” said co-chair
of the Counseling Services
Committee David Mouldon.
“When we walked out
Friday night, we had our
goals in place. When we got
back together after sleeping
on those goals, we tweaked
them a little bit,” said Joe Komos, co-chair of the Financial Modeling and Faculty
Compensation group.
The plan is that the
Imagining 18 groups will be
able to turn these goals and
metrics over to the Imagining 18 Oversight Committee
at their next convocation in
April, according to DuMont.
“From what I’ve heard,
the weekend was very beneficial and productive ... I think
overall, the groups are where
they want to be—where they
need to be—in the process,”
said DuMont.
According to Bill Anderson, the goal for his Environmental
Stewardship
sub-group of the Campus
Facilities and Sustainabil-

ity group is to make SLUH
a model for environmental
stewardship. Metrics towards
that goal might be to make
SLUH a zero-waste school,
or to earn SITE environmental certification for the SLUH
campus, according to Anderson.
“So those were specific,
measurable, target items that
we’d be looking at. Then,
within the context of that,
we had several action items
that we thought were specific
steps we could take towards
getting baseline data on
those items and then moving
forward to make progress on
those items,” said Anderson.
A different keynote
speaker was invited to set
the tone for each of the two
days. The speaker Friday evening was Doug Marcouiller,
S.J., the Missouri Jesuit
Provincial who celebrated
at SLUH’s Ash Wednesday
Mass. Marcouiller connected
a Jesuit tradition of change
and progress to the Imagining 18 process.
“I find that very meaningful when you have a
speaker like that. He does
a great job of reminding us
why we’re here and maintaining the Ignatian identity
of the school,” said Komos.
Saturday
morning’s
meetings were opened by a
talk with Nick Stoneman,
president of Shattuck-St.
Mary’s, a co-educational
Episcopal boarding school in
rural Minnesota. ShattuckSt. Mary’s has gained a reputation for what it calls “Centers of Excellence,” education
programs focused into areas
as specific as Pre-Conservatory Strings or Hockey.
“It’s kind of moving
closer to a university type of
curriculum where it’s more
targeted to your interests ...
Everybody I talked to really
got a lot out of his presenta-

tion,” said DuMont of the
“centers of excellence.”
According to DuMont,
Stoneman spoke about
“blended learning,” an educational technique which
also moves some content
online and puts more control
into the hands of students.
Co-chair of the 21st
Century Curriculum group
Dan See said that Stoneman’s talk was interesting,
and said about the convocation’s speakers that “one
of the things that we have
to be aware of is: as we look
around, we can pull ideas
from other places, but we
also have to consider that
context is a big part of what
happens in the school—size
of the school, the kids that
go to the school, mission of
the school, the history of the
school, all that stuff.”
The six committees have
continued the “visioning”
process between convocations to prepare for the discussions last weekend. Some
of these conversations happened on online messaging
boards being used for the
Imagining 18 process.
For the Global Education visioning group, this
preparation included trips
to schools in Dallas, Nashville, and Boston according
to Global Education co-chair
Tom Zinselmeyer (the trip
to Boston was covered in the
Prep News from November
21, 2013). Just two weeks ago,
Zinselmeyer and committee
member Tim O’Neil traveled
to Ursuline Academy to look
at their global education programs.
The six groups will also
be working between this convocation and the next convocation on April 28, finalizing
their goals and metrics.
—reporting contributed
by Stephen Lumetta, Jack
Kiehl, and Thomas Williams.

That goes away the more you
perform, and it happens no
matter what age you are. Performing helps that go away.
I liked it because we didn’t
have to be nervous, and we
could become better.”
Jim Geoffroy, a senior
from the Jazz Band and “Isaac
and the Sock Hats,” said, “It
was pretty laid back for the
most part, but it felt like just
another performance; it had
spotlights, cords everywhere,
microphones, Isaac behind
the set—all that stuff was
there. Everything was dark
around us, so it still seemed
just like another performance.”
Matt Fink, a sophomore
from the Jazz Band “GM and
the Fat Minks,” said, “I think
some of us felt pretty nervous, and some of us felt relaxed. I was relaxed because I
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have done some of this stuff
before.”
Eleven bands, from
various schools, played at the
festival went throughout the
entire school day on Tuesday.
There were three judges at
the event, and between every
band’s performance, one of
the judges went and talked
with the band to tell them
how it could improve. This
thirty-minute follow-up is
called a clinic.
Unfortunately, the Jazz
Band did not get much rehearsal time since it practices
two times a week for 45 minutes, and the Monday snow
day was supposed to have
been one of its practice days.
“I think both bands
played really well. I was really
impressed with our Combo
because all of our soloing was
really good,” said Fink.

“I don’t think we
performed as well as we
should’ve … It was definitely
not our best,” said Newsham.
Band director Jeff Pottinger was pleased with the
day overall.
“A lot of kids came early,
and a lot of kids did work for
at least two hours before the
festival even started. They really saved the day,” said Pottinger. “But by the time we
were set up, we really didn’t
have time to warm up the
Jazz Band. I don’t think they
played their best, and I think
they would agree with me. I
think that they’re playing so
well right now that even their
80 percent is still pretty good.
They did a good job, and it
was done exceptionally well
especially since of the lost rehearsal time,” said Pottinger.

Chorus workshop brings skill of
renowned composer Dilworth, ‘87
Day ends with concert performed by
chorus ensemble
BY Sam Fentress
CORE STAFF

T

he average St. Louis U.
High student has probably heard a musical arrangement by Rollo Dilworth,
’87—at a SLUH concert,
during Mass, or just passing the choral room in the
hall. Yesterday, Dilworth, a
nationally-renowned choral composer and arranger,
came for a soulful workshop
with SLUH’s chorus.
“It was very different
working with the composer
of the music instead of a
chorus teacher,” said junior
Emil Beckford, a member of
SLUH’s varsity chorus. “Dr.
Dilworth is phenomenal, and
I’ve been a fan of his pieces
since “Jonah”, which is a
piece we did last year.”
Dilworth, an Associate
Professor of Choral Music
Education at Temple University, has composed and arranged more than 150 pieces

of music, many of which have
been published and played
by reputable organizations.
He worked with SLUH’s chorus on a few different songs,
emphasizing the differences
between singing a classical
song and singing a spiritual,
including one of Dilworth’s
pieces that the chorus has
worked on throughout the
year, entitled “Oh, What a
Beautiful City.”
“The purpose of the
workshop is to have the choir
work with a renowned clinician that brings a different
perspective to the music than
I would bring,” said choral
director Joe Koestner.
“They have a great rich
sound, and I’m really impressed by their development,” said Dilworth midway
through the day. “One of the
things that is a little bit difficult for men’s choruses to
do is begin to lock into the
richness of the sound and
the resonance that they can

create, so we’ve worked on
creating more vertical space,
and then opening up the
pharynx a little bit to find
that resonance.”
After rehearsing with
both SLUH’s chorus and a
chorus from Cor Jesu, Dilworth led a combination of
the two groups in an afternoon concert.
Dilworth said being
back to his alma mater was a
“little bit surreal,” as he’s only
been on campus once since
he graduated 30 years ago.
“This space that I’m
standing in right now did
not exist,” said Dilworth during an interview in the Danis
Lobby.
Koestner has been in
contact with Dilworth for
a long time, having taught
Dilworth during his time at
SLUH.
“We’ve been doing one
of his songs this year, so what
better clinician to bring in?”
asked Koestner.
photo | Leo Heinz

Consultant Deacon Larry Vaclavik speaks on Saturday at the third of five Imagining 18 convocations.
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Teachers, students weigh in on digital texts
(continued from page 1)

was an option to do it as a
computer textbook.”
The switch to the digital
textbook was also possible
because the teachers don’t
use the textbook every day
in the classroom. Although
O’Keefe and fellow freshman biology teacher Megan
Menne used textbooks in
class occasionally before the
switch, those uses were replaced by projecting images
and visual aids on the board.
Freshman biology teacher
Nhan Pham used the textbook in his class very rarely
before the switch, and he has
projected the online textbook in class a few times this
year.
Though there were
some initial hiccups in registering students for the online
edition, daily use of it has
gone on as planned for most
students. Although some
students have experienced
glitches with the textbook,
they have found it generally
reliable.
Accessing the digital
version requires internet
connection, so some of the
problems could likely be
ascribed to student’s home
internet connections being
unreliable, not the fault textbook itself, said students who
have used the book.
The textbook is used
almost exclusively for homework assignments, which
occur two to five times per
week, depending on the
teacher. Pham has pulled up
the online version over his
projector the few times that
he’s needed to show a page
from the textbook in class.
Menne and Robyn Wellen,
who is in her first year at
SLUH, have checked out

laptop carts for students to
use for the times that they’ve
needed students to have access to the textbook.
“My impression is that
people who like the online
textbook really like it,” said
Pham. “I think there’s a group
of guys who prefer to be able
to read from an actual page
from a physical page from a
book,” said Pham.
“You can’t turn the pages; you have to click and wait
for it to load. Sometimes that
can be annoying,” said freshman Liam Connolly, who
purchased only the online
version. “Honestly, I would
prefer an actual text because
when it’s on a computer, I
get distracted easily. I can
sit down and do it all, but
I’m not as efficient. It’s not
as good as being able to flip
through the pages.”
“There’s some kids that
I don’t think look at it as
much as they would if it was
a normal book,” said Menne.
“It’s kind of hard to
navigate, but it’s actually really useful since it’s the exact
form of the textbook,” said
freshman Joe Fentress.
“I know some people
like it better, but I don’t prefer it because I find it hard to
use,” said Joe Laughlin who
uses the online version. “It
seems to be less tactile in the
sense that you can’t physically highlight and it’s harder
to do things like that.”
Though some students
experienced the online version as hard to manipulate,
an easy distraction, and a
frustrating study tool, others
have appreciated its convenience. Many have appreciated not having to transport
that nearly six pound textbook to and from school

BY Keith Thomas
CORE STAFF

“

A screenshot of an online Pearson science textbook.

multiple times a week.
“I think I prefer on
screen because it’s easier to
navigate through the pages
instead of having to turn all
the way,” said freshman Matt
Godar. “It’s much more maneuverable I would say.”
“It’s been very convenient,” said freshman Gaurav
Nigam who bought the online version. “I don’t really
have any complaints with it
besides it closing because of
security reasons.”
The online version offers similar features of the actual print textbook, such as a
table of contents. In addition,
pages are accessible by simply typing in a page number.
Students can also search for a
specific term or context.
The initial learning
curve of completing homework and reading assignments from the online version has gone away by now.
However, some still prefer
the hard copy.
“I think it’s hard to get
used to using an online textbook because I’ve never used
one before. After that, it’s become a habit because the regular textbook is really heavy
and hard to carry back and
forth,” said freshman Matthew Witzofsky.
Witzofsky has used the

online version as a backup
for situations in which he
doesn’t have the print version.
“When I’m here at
school I usually use the textbook version, but when I
have too much stuff to take
home, I usually use the online version,” said Witzotsky.
One hundred thirtyfour of the 275 freshman
biology students bought the
online version exclusively.
The teachers agreed that
allowing students to have
only a digital copy of the
textbook did not alter their
teaching methods in any significant ways.
As of now, the freshman
biology teachers will allow
students to use a digital-only
textbook again next year.
“I think it’s a personal
choice type of thing,” said
O’Keefe. “I think it’s important for us to offer both
choices. I would be worried
if we said that it has to be online, if you would have to get
that version.”
In addition to being
available online, the textbook
is also available as an Apple
iBook, according to O’Keefe,
who downloaded it on his
iPad.

From mixer, flapjacks, bouncing and cupcakes,
Mission Week raises $28,342

photo | Tom Hillmeyer

(continued from page 1)

Cloud Indian School—will
receive an equal share of the
funds.
Some of these funds
came from the Mission Week
Mixer. Weather conditions
posed a problem to the turnout at the mixer. Reports that
called for up to eight inches
of snow and an inch of ice
led many to cancel their mixer plans. Temperature and
road conditions even caused
STUCO to consider cancelling the mixer, though they
ultimately decided against
doing so. The mixer raised
over $4300 in ticket sales,
with over 800 SLUH students
and guests in attendance.
“I was surprised we
made that much,” said STUCO moderator Kate Toussaint. “The weather played
a major role, but the snow
didn’t start falling until Sunday, so it went very well, considering. I’m glad we didn’t
cancel.”
Toussaint was also
pleased to see a presence
from other schools. “We had
over 750 online tickets from

court shot goes viral

graphic | Pearson
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on’t hit the chairs.”
That’s what St.
Louis U. High sophomore
Max Bredenkoetter was
thinking when he launched
the half-court shot that has
since gone viral.
Bredenkoetter
wasn’t
thinking about how many
news sources, including the
likes of Yahoo! and CBS
Sports, were going to be
showcasing his shot through
social media.
The social media movement began when sophomore Jake Lepak posted a
link to fellow sophomore
Tom Hillmeyer’s video that
captured the shot, which
Bredenkoetter sank for $100
during a half-time promotion at the Feb. 14 Paint it
Pink game against CBC.
“I didn’t see any results
for the first five minutes,
and I actually thought about
deleting the tweet because
nothing was happening,” said
Lepak. “I had no idea that it
would receive national recognition less than 18 hours
later.”
Many other tweets from
SLUH students began to
show in follower’s timelines,
and eventually MaxPreps,
a website that covers solely
high school sports, tweeted
a link to Hillmeyer’s video to
its 49,200 followers.
Bredenkoetter, who lost
his arm due to amniotic band
syndrome before birth, said
that he was “surprised” that
his shot began to gain popularity so quickly.
“I was thinking to myself that this would be fun
to kind of make a joke out

of it,” said Bredenkoetter. “(I
was) not really taking it very
seriously, or thinking ‘Hey,
this actually might turn into
something.’”
From MaxPreps news,
organizations like USA Today, UPI, and Bleacher Report tweeted the shot and
featured the video on their
respective websites. Eventually, Sports Illustrated’s Extra
Mustard—where
“culture
meets sports” (according to
the website)—featured the
shot as well.
“I guess the guys and
news outlets are making such
a big deal out of it because I
had one hand. I played basketball in grade school from
kindergarten to eighth grade,
so it wasn’t a huge deal to me
in any way,” said Bredenkoetter. “I used to shoot half court
shots to get out of practice so
I did not have to run around
anymore.”
Bredenkoetter has remained humble throughout
the entire experience.
“(The experience) is obviously kind of cool, but at
the same time it was just me
donating the money, doing
something for cancer,” said
Bredenkoetter.
Bredenkoetter’s mother
has cancer, so he felt like he
was helping his own cause.
“The day of the shot, she
was lying in bed at home recovering from surgery,” said
Bredenkoetter. “She had her
last treatment that day.”
Others have reached out
to possibly match the $100
donation from Bredenkoetter, including the head lacrosse coach at Washington
University in St. Louis.

Imagining 18 group profile:
Financial Modeling &
Faculty Compensation
(continued from page 1)

Mixer-goers lift a student into the air at Saturday’s Mission Week mixer.

girls’ schools, and I think
about 300 ended up coming.
I’m glad that so many came,
but hopefully next year more
girls will come.”
While attendance at the
mixer was lower than normal, organizers said it did
not dampen the mixer spirit.
“I definitely think everyone had a good time,” said se-

nior and student body president Josh Keil. “From what I
heard and the kids I’ve talked
to, the mixer was a success. I
think we had the right people
out there to have a real party.
We didn’t have sweat dripping from the ceiling or anything, but it was a great time.”
As
Mission
Week
wrapped up, the people in-

volved in the events are already considering ways the
week could be improved.
“I thought the inflatables were a really cool idea,
and they were a big hit. But
in the future, I think the inflatables would do better as a
part of the Teacher Extravaganza, rather than making it
its own event,” said Keil.

In the next few months,
Komos will put together a
summary of its goals. The
group has broken up into
four smaller subgroups of
Tuition/Financial Aid, Endowment,
Advancement,
and Compensation.
Last week’s midpoint
convocation was the first
meeting Komos led as cochair. Komos filled Moran’s
position after the last meeting in November.
“I was happy to facilitate
the discussion, but (Komos)
was really our resource in the
school for a lot of the discussions,” said Moran.

The group will have to
leave room for the goals of
the other visioning groups
as it begins to formulate its
ideas as well.
“Eventually, as the other
groups’ visions circle around,
we have to figure out how
do we address those (goals)
within the financial model
of the school,” said Komos.
“While we’ve done very good
work for our group, we as a
group recognize that we still
have a lot of work to do as
some of the other groups’ visions come through.”

Quote of the week
“I dabble.” —Alex Peraud, decathlete,
on competetive swimming
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Peraud commits as decathlete to Truman State
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Winning season for
basketball ends with
61-48 loss to Ladue in
Districts
BY Marty
STAFF

Johnson

T

It’s a bird! It’s a plane! No, it’s senior Alex Peraud pole vaulting!
BY Jacob Hilmes and
Will Smith

FEATURES EDITOR, SPORTS
EDITOR

S

enior Alex Peraud loves
to tell a story when asked
why he wanted to be a decathlete.
Peraud started on the
St. Louis U. High track and
field team as a pole-vaulter,
and at the tail end of his junior year, he was vaulting at a
meet—a big meet, Sectionals
at Timberland. His parents,
siblings, and grandparents
drove roughly an hour to see
him.
“I thought, ‘I’ve got to
put on a show,’” said Peraud.
He flubbed, knocked out
after five vaults. Anyone who
had made the trek to see him
left 30 minutes after their ar-

rival. Peraud blamed himself,
for both the off day and not
entertaining his friends and
family.
One year later, this coming April, Peraud will sign
with Truman State University as a decathlete.
“It’s black and white
with a decathlon,” said Peraud. “I can throw this rock
farther than you, I can run
to this point faster than you,
and I can jump farther than
you; I can jump higher than
you. It is the definition of the
perfect all-around athlete,
and that’s why I love it. I love
to challenge myself.”
Peraud told track and
field head coach and assistant coach Joe Porter and
Tom Flanagan about his interest in the decathlon last

year. Over this past summer,
he gained experience in the
decathlon by competing at
the AAU Jr. Olympics in Detroit, where he placed 25th.
The combined event
stretches over two days. Day
one requires explosive speed
and strength and consists
of a 100-meter dash, discus
throw, pole vault, javelin
throw, and the 400-meter;
day two focuses on endurance, technique, and coordination and features the
100-meter hurdles, long
jump, shot put, high jump,
and a1500-meter race.
With about 30 minutes
for resting, snacking, and
stretching between events,
the collective competition
usually extends from 9 a.m.
to 7 p.m.

“We were able to start
preparing him for some decathlon events during the
season,” said Porter. “We had
him train with the throwers
and the hurdlers a few times
just to show him the basics.”
Peraud started his track
and field career in grade
school, participating in high
jump before eventually making the decision to switch to
pole vault in high school.
“He came in with the
high jump background, but
wanted to pole vault, which
is the hardest thing to learn
because it’s the most technical,” said Porter.
Flanagan explained that
if Peraud goes to state in
track and field, it will most
likely be for vaulting, Per-

continued on page 7

Rugby splits at Priory tourney; lone stars await
BY Keith Thomas
CORE STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity rugby team split two
games last weekend at the
7th Tin Can Tournament at
Priory High School, defeating Priory and losing to a
strong Eureka squad.
The team entered the
first game of the season with
two weeks of practice under
its belt, and came out strong
against rival Priory strong.
The game was tied until
late in the first half when the
Rugbills were within five meters of the try line. Priory’s
defense held the line and
stole the ball, but the forwards of SLUH were able to
push Priory out of bounds
for a lineout.
SLUH lost the lineout
and pinned Priory inside
its own five meters, eventually pushing Priory out of
bounds for another lineout.
Senior Josh Keil, though, was
there for the steal mid-air,

and Keil dished the ball out
to senior co-captain Adam
Cooley, who rushed his way
in for the first try of the season. Keil failed the two-point
conversion kick.
“We have so many dynamic athletes on the team
this year that are picking up
the game really quickly and
are showing rapid improvements since seeing their first
game action over the weekend,” said Cooley.
Priory wasted no time,
and took the ball in for a try
on its first possession after
Keil’s try. Priory also failed
the conversion kick, and the
game was tied at five.
SLUH and Priory headed into a rare round of penalty kicks. Keil and the Priory kicker remained tied for
three rounds until the Priory
kicker missed his attempt
from about 35 yards out. Keil
remained perfect, and the Jr.
Bills won the game 8-5.
“Coach told me to go
to the line and kick the ball,
so I didn’t have much time

to think about it,” said Keil.
“Luckily, things turned out
well, and hopefully I can
keep that up and help the
team to winning in any way
that I can.”
“For our first game, we
looked decent,” said assistant coach Dan Finucane. “I
think that we have a lot of
potential. We are still learning the game and I think that
if we play the same team in a
month or two the results will
be a little more decisive.”
With a first-round bye
in the tournament, the Jr.
Bills headed into the championship game against a tough
and talented Eureka squad.
Early in the game, the
Rugbills were awarded a
penalty close to the try line.
Senior and co-captain J.J.
Driscoll tapped the ball with
his foot and pushed through
the Eureka line for the first
try of the game. The score
put the Jr. Bills up 5-0.
“I think that we have
good athletes with good
speed and strength, and I

think that us scoring first in
both games is always good,”
said Finucane.
After a stretch of hardnosed play from both teams,
the Wildcats broke free for
their first try of the game,
knotting up the game at five.
The game remained tied
at the end of regulation, and
the game headed into a tenminute overtime period. No
team scored.
The game then headed
into a five-minute overtime
period with both teams
winded and tired from the
extra time.
After a few short plays,
Eureka pushed through the
SLUH defense and muscled
their way to a try with about
two minutes remaining in
overtime.
Following the score,
SLUH advanced into Eureka’s zone, where the Rugbills
were awarded a free kick.
However, the referee signaled for an obstruction penalty against the Jr. Bills and
Eureka kicked the ball out of

he St. Louis U. High
basketball team’s season
ended Tuesday night with a
61-48 loss against to Ladue
in Districts. The final score,
however, does not do the
Jr. Bills justice since it was a
close, competitive game.
The Jr. Bills, playing
on their home court and in
front of their home fans, got
off to a fast start. Senior David Schmelter, utilizing his
height advantage, scored four
points early, fueling SLUH to
a 6-0 lead two minutes into
the game.
“They’re small inside,
so we had a big advantage,”
said head coach Erwin
Claggett. “We were able to attack the basket with Hunter
(Schmidt) and Austin (Sottile).”
By pounding the ball
inside, the Jr. Bills stayed in
possession of the lead for entire half, leading 16-13 after
the first quarter and 27-21
going into halftime.
But Ladue, ranked No.
7 in St. Louis, would quickly
erase the six-point lead by
pressing, something the Jr.
Bills have struggled with all
year long.
“They did a real good
job with pressuring us and
not letting us get into our (offensive) sets,” Claggett said.
The press also caused
the Jr. Bills to turn the ball
over a total of 14 times in the
second half.
“I don’t think that we
did a good job of handling
the ball. Things kind of
broke down for us,” Claggett
said.
The Rams went on an
11-4 run to take a 32-31 lead
halfway through the third
quarter.
Foul trouble also hurt
the Jr. Bills. The team lost its
advantage down in the post
early in the first half when
Schmelter had to sit on the
bench with two fouls and
again early in the second half
with four fouls.
“We really struggled
in the second half with our
biguys in foul trouble,” said
bounds to end the game on
top of 10-5.
“It was a gutsy, physical,
game and we showed a heck
of a lot of intensity in trying
to win the championship,”
said Cooley.
Penalties ended up costing the Rugbills in the championship, but the tournament
was the first time many players had played a match.
“I’d chalk (the loss) up to
inexperience,” said Finucane.
“I think that, skill-wise and
talent-wise, we are a great
team.”

Sottile.
Schmelter and Schmidt
both fouled out in the second half. But SLUH wouldn’t
back down. They kept within striking distance of the
Rams, trailing 43-38 heading
into the final quarter of play.
However, the final nail
in the coffin for the Jr. Bills
was free throw shooting. After getting into the bonus
relatively early in the second
half, SLUH made just 11 of
19 (57 percent) from the
stripe during the game.
“We have really good
shooters, but that has been
something that has plagued
us,” Claggett said.
The Jr. Bills cut Ladue’s
lead to four points, 45-41,
with five minutes left but got
no further.
Ladue senior standout
Cornell Johnston led the
Rams with 16 points and 9
assists en route to the victory.
In his last game as a Jr.
Billiken, 1000-point scorer
Sottile led the way for SLUH
with 17 points to finish his
career with 1063 points. He
was followed by fellow senior
David Schmelter (9).
It was the last game
for the seven seniors on the
team: Sottile, Schmelter, Ollie Tettamble, Charlie Nester,
Chris Booker, Shaan Carr,
and Chris Klipfel.
The Jr. Bills finished
15-12 on the season, their
second consecutive winning
season. Claggett has been
pleased with growth of his
team over his two years as
head coach.
“I thought our schedule
was really tough this year.
To win 15 games is a huge
accomplishment. I’m proud
of the kids who came back
and got better and dedicated
themselves to the program,”
Claggett said.
As for next year, Claggett
believes that the team can be
even better.
“We lost a lot of seniors,
but we do have some really
talented young kids. It’s a
good opportunity for them.
Hopefully they can take advantage of that,” he said.

The Rugbills head to
Dallas today for a weekend
tournament against top high
school teams from across the
country. The Rugbills kick off
the tournament against the
host, Dallas Jesuit.
“I think the key will be
the back line,” said Finucane.
“If they can come out and really pound the ball and get
it out wide to the wings, we
have a great chance of succeeding.”
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Despite turnover, H2O
Polo seeks State anew
BY Jack Robinson
REPORTER

T

he St. Peters Rec Plex
was ground zero for one
of the most thrilling state
championship victories in St.
Louis U. High sports history
last May. With a 10-10 score
on the board and 1.3 seconds
left on the clock, then-junior
attacker Victor Castro fought
off the MICDS defense at the
back post and ripped a shot
that put the Jr. Bills up by one
for their sixteenth state water
polo title.
Now a senior, Castro
will captain the 2014 team
alongside fellow senior Matt
Marcoulier. The team this
year will only return four
seniors, a sharp contrast to
last year’s packed upperclassmen lineup. The 2013 team
graduated a large number of
starters, including two AllDistrict attackers (Darrian
Castro and Chris Favier), an
All District Defender/Defensive Player of the Year (Justin
Jellinek), and a number of
other experienced position
players.
“Our bench isn’t nearly
as deep as it was last year,
where we could sub in and
out easily without any worries, so this year we’ll have
to rely on a lot of talent from
our sophomores and juniors,” said Marcoulier.

Though there will be
less experience coming off
the bench this season, the
team isn’t too worried about
maintaining a high level of
play.
“We will still put out a
starting lineup equal to or
better than the team from
last year,” Castro said.
The team will again face
one of the tougher schedules
in the Midwest and is scheduled to make a trip to the
York Invitational in Chicago
to face regional powerhouse
Fenwick and could face some
top caliber competition in
DeSmet’s tournament, where
last year the Jr. Bills defeated
the No. 3 school in Florida,
Dr. Phillips High School.
Looking forward to
regular season play, the
team anticipates competition within the league, where
DeSmet and MICDS will still
make for tough competition.
Though both teams graduated the leading scorers in the
state last year, they will still
have a number of returning
goal scorers for their 2014
rosters. Parkway West will
likely pose the biggest threat
to the Jr. Bills this year.
The program, which has
won a state title in six of the
past eight years and features
a 750-235 record in its 52year history, looks to continue its tradition of excellence.

Peraud swims, bikes, runs
continued from page 6

aud’s strong suit.
“Most decathletes don’t
have much pole vaulting experience, and he’s already got
that behind him,” said Flanagan. “If he can just work on
the rest of the events, that
gives him kind of a nice advantage.”
After three years on
track, Peraud’s top vault is 13
feet, the highest on the team
and only one foot shy of the
school record.
“Where I think he really
shines is in track, because
he is clearly the best vaulter
and he knows what he’s doing,” said Flanagan. “Even
as goofy as he is, he’s serious
about vaulting.”
In the fall, Peraud captained the cross country
team and this spring is one of
the captains of the track and
field team.
“Alex brings a lot to the
table in terms of leadership,”

said Porter. “It’s a good benefit for us, especially with pole
vault being such a technical
sport and a lot of new guys
coming on this year. It’s nice
to have someone with experience around.”
Peraud’s
multi-event
career began the summer of
his freshman year. He joined
his mother and sister in the
Show-Me State Games Triathlon, which includes a
half-mile swim, a 19-mile
bike ride, and a 3.1 mile run.
Peraud believes the latter two
are his “forte, as they say.”
His roots in cycling run
deep. In sixth grade, Peraud and his father built “El
Scorcho,” a neon green racing bike. The bike has seen
countless races, including St.
Louis’ Tour de Donut, where
riders offset their time with
the number of donuts they
consume along the way.
As for running, Peraud

continued on page 8
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Young Peraud next to “El Schorcho”
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Doc Dynasty: Racquetball captures
fourth national title in as many years

7
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continued from page 1

team’s lead grew gradually
and SLUH led by 800 points
by the end of the second day.
After the third day of the
tournament, the Racquetbills led by 1,200 points. At
the close of the tournament,
the team finished ahead by
just over 1,500 points, nearly
doubling the second place
team’s points.
“This was different
from most years, where often times because we have so
many players, we have a bigger lead at the beginning and
then it just gets smaller and
smaller and then we win by
not very many points,” said
head coach Joe Koestner.
“This was different in that
our chief rivals, which are
the Oregon schools, did not
have decisively strong teams.
What they had were good
players at different levels. In
the finals, we were competing against four or five different schools, so there was no
way any of them could amass
enough points to beat us.”
“It showed the depth
of our team because a lot of
the beginning points started
with division six, and a lot of
the SLUH guys made it pretty far in division six which
was crucial,” said senior Alex
Burbee. “As soon as the upper level players started to
win, it really started to show
on the points.”
“At Nationals, everyone
was playing the best they had
been playing all year,” said junior Kevin Schneier.
The tournament was
played in Olympic format,
where everyone plays a minimum of three matches.
There were six singles
divisions in the tournament.
Each team could only have
one player in each of the first
five divisions, and the sixth
division fielded the rest of
the players.
Senior captain Thomas
Riganti represented SLUH in
the first division. Riganti won
his first match of the tournament in the gold bracket.
However, he collided with a
highly ranked player in the
second round and lost 15-10,
15-9, dropping him to the
Blue bracket.
“I felt like I stuck with
him,” said Riganti. “I wish I
would have played better. I
really didn’t play as well as I
should have and could have.”
In the blue bracket,
Riganti dominated his first
match, which sent him into
the semifinals, where he
squared off against a talented
player from California. He
lost the first game 15-14,
but made adjustments in the
second which helped him to
a 15-10 win. Riganti carried
his momentum into the tiebreaker and won 11-2.
Riganti went on to defeat his opponent in the finals, 15-9, 15-13, thus winning the No. 1 Blue division.
“It was a hard fought

match,” said Riganti. “I think
it was a well-matched competition.”
In the second division,
Burbee cruised to the finals,
where he met Parkway West’s
Ethan Slutzky, whom he had
already beaten twice during
the season. Burbee continued
his success against Slutzky,
dominating 15-2, 15-3 as he
won the No. 2 gold division.
“I think I played really
well,” said Burbee. “I was really on fire with everything.
Everything seemed to be going well.”
Junior Kevin Schneier
represented SLUH in the
third division and dominated his first three matches
and advanced to the finals.
Schneier won a close first
game 15-11 and continued
to play to his opponent’s
weaknesses, winning in the
second game 15-2. Schneier
completed a remarkable undefeated season and won the
No. 3 gold division.
“I knew that I had a
good chance at beating the
rest of the St. Louis people
in my bracket, but it was a
little bit unknown about how
good the Oregon kids were,”
said Schneier. “I was fortunate to play really well in the
finals.”
In the fourth division,
senior Jacob Abrahamian
advanced to the semifinals,
where he lost the first game
15-12. However, after several
adjustments,
Abrahamian
dominated the second game
15-2 and the tiebreaker 11-1.
In the finals, Abrahamian faced his toughest test
of the year. He won the first

Junior Andrew Warfield prepares a backhand.

in fourth place out of 117
players in the bracket. Warfield was ranked ninth in the
sixth division to begin the
tournament.
Junior Corey Renaud
and senior Drew Bollinger
both made it to the quarterfinals in the gold bracket.
Other notable performances
included seniors Rob Hayes
and Joel Brumfield and juniors Brian Kissel and Ike
Simmon, who all made it
into the round of sixteen in
the gold bracket.
Senior Jacob Workman
finished in third place in the
blue bracket, and first-year
player senior Craig Hanson

“At Nationals, everyone was
playing the best they had
been playing all year.”
game 15-11, but his opponent rebounded to win the
second game 15-13. Abrahamian won a nail-biting
tiebreaker 11-10 by hitting
several clutch shots, which
earned him first place in the
No. 4 gold division.
In the fifth division,
senior Gabe McCullough
rolled over his first opponent
and advanced to the quarterfinals where he played a
highly ranked player. McCullough won 15-12, 1510, thus sending him to the
semifinals where he would
play the No.1 ranked player
in the fifth division.
After splitting the first
two games of the final, McCullough could not outlast
his opponent and lost 11-6.
In his third place game,
McCullough won 15-4, 1510, claiming third place in
the No. 5 gold division.
In the sixth division,
SLUH struggled more than
they have in past years.
SLUH’s best performer in the
gold bracket was junior Michael Warfield, who finished

finished in second place in
the white division.
In doubles, there were
three divisions in the tournament. Each team could only
have one doubles pair in the
first and second divisions,
and the third division held
the remaining players.
In the first division,
Riganti and Schneier rolled
into the semifinals, where
they faced off against a very
talented doubles team. They
lost in two games, 15-10, 154. Riganti and Schneier went
on to lose a very close third
place game 15-14, 15-14.
They took fourth place in the
first division.
“I was satisfied with how
we played because we did
beat a really good team in the
quarterfinals to make it to
the semifinals,” said Schneier.
“We were happy to be in the
semifinals and get a medal,
but we knew we could have
done even better.”
In the second division,
Burbee and Abrahamian advanced to the finals, where
they lost the first game 15-

6. However, they adjusted
and won 15-12 in the second
game. They continued their
success in the tiebreaker and
won 11-4 to take first place in
the second division.
“I think we played pretty
well,” said Burbee. “In the finals, the first game was a little
rough, but once we switched
sides, we started to roll from
there.”
In the third division,
SLUH took first and second
place as Bollinger and Brumfield defeated McCullough
and Hayes in the finals.
Seniors Drew Ferguson
and Chris Graman made an
impressive run into the quarterfinals. Junior Brendan
Toth and sophomore John
Correa also advanced into
the quarterfinals.
Riganti, Burbee, and
Schneier were named AllAmericans after the tournament.
The current senior class
has now won the national
championship in all four of
its years at SLUH. Sixteen seniors traveled to Portland to
play in Nationals.
“It feels pretty good, obviously, to win all four years,”
said Burbee. “It almost feels
like people expected us to
win it this year.”
“It is really satisfying,”
said Riganti. “Freshman and
sophomore year we were fortunate enough to have pretty
solid senior classes. Winning
last year felt good because
there were only two seniors
that were big point-getters.
This year, to win with the
margin that we did really was
a compliment to our class.”
“This tournament was
really a reflection of just how
strong this senior class mainly is, and the team as a whole
this year,” said Koestner.
“I think it was really our
depth this year that helped
us win,” said Riganti. “None
of the teams in Oregon could
counter it.”
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Friday, March 7
photo | Nolen Doorack

Schedule R
District Basketball Tournament (Through Saturday)
8:15am Lent Adoration
AP
Chorus Rehearsal
Snack–Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special–Shrimp and Fries
Vegetarian–Cavatelli Olive Oil

Saturday, March 8
8:30am Baseball Clinic
7pm
Mother/Son Trivia

Sunday, March 9
7pm

Choruses-Late Winter Concert

Monday, March 10
8:15am Lent Adoration
AP	
NIE 3rd Quarter Meeting
Snack–Chicken Giggles
Lunch Special–Hand breaded chicken strips
Vegetarian–Penne Pasta

Tuesday, March 11
8:15am

Lent Adoration

Half-Day Schedule

Wednesday, March 12

Exam Schedule

Thursday, March 13

Exam Schedule

3rd Quarter Exams
8:15am Lent Adoration

Junior Rollin Jackson tosses a frisbee straight at the direction of our photographer. Look out Nolen, you’re about to get hit!

Minutes
Friday, February 28
Anime Club watched
Last Exile, selected by senior
Joe Ponzillo, which is set
in a “dystopian steampunk
world.”
The Freshman Retreat
for the class of 2017 began.
Saturday, March 1
The Freshman Retreat
came to a close.
Imagining 18’s Midpoint Convocation Gala
came to a close (see p. 1 of this
week’s Prep News ).
Mission Week reached
its climax with its mixer. For
information on the mixer,
other Mission Week events,
and the money raised, see the
article beginning on page 1 of
this week’s Prep.News.
Sunday, March 2
Campus Ministers Meg
Beugg and Brian Gilmore
had planned on meeting
with the Liturgical Music Group to practice for
the Ash Wednesday Mass
from noon to 3 p.m., but
the weather forced cancellation. As Beugg explained
confidently in an email to
the choir, “Snow can’t stop
the Ash Wednesday Liturgical Choir!” Gilmore “braved

the elements” to get to SLUH
and scan all of the music for
the Mass and send it to the
singers and musicians scheduled to sing, while Beugg
set up a conference call and
kept the students in the loop.
Many joined the call at 1 p.m.
from their homes as senior
Sam Krausz played the piano
and sang the songs, inviting those joined in the call
to mute their phones and
sing along. The makeshift
rehearsal lasted for about
an hour and ended with remarks from Beugg and Gilmore, requesting that everyone
read through the music and
listen to recordings they had
emailed out to the group.
Monday, March 3
Classes were called off
at 5 a.m. due to inclement
weather and poor road conditions.
Tuesday, March 4
French teacher Suzanne
Renard led a group of French
students (a few Russian,
Spanish and Latin students
too) in making crepes.
The Senior Pastoral
Team met during lunch to
solidify the seniors’ roles in
the Ash Wednesday Mass.

Each senior in the team was
either a liturgical musician
or a minister of ashes—some
both. After the Liturgical
Music group’s Monday meeting was canceled, they met at
7:15 a.m. in order to perfect
the songs and enjoy a Mardi
Gras breakfast provided by
campus ministry.
Wednesday, March 5
At SLUH’s Ash Wednesday Mass, the Provincial of
the Missouri Jesuit Province
Fr. Doug Marcouiller, S.J.,
homilized on the connection
between the sacrifices of Lent
and human aspirations, listing the tenets of the Graduate
at Graduation as an example.
Mock Trial received its
pairing for district matches,
scheduled for Tuesday and
Thursday of next week. The
team will face Clayton–
which it played for a win and
then a loss in the last two–
State finals and MICDS, another strong local team.
Thursday, March 6
Rollo Dillworth, ’87,
met with members of SLUH’s
chorus for a day-long workshop that led into an afternoon concert with members
of Cor Jesu’s chorus, which

-compiled by Adam
Thorp, Sam Chechik, Paul
Fister, Sam Fentress

has improved since his arrival at SLUH.
“I was embarrassingly
slow in the mile in grade
school; my eighth grade personal record was 7:30. I was
actually in the race with John
Esswein when he broke the
CYC record with a 4:44 mile,”
said Peraud. “He lapped me.”
Peraud had hoped to
go to either University of
Loyola-Chicago or St. Thomas University in hopes of a
track scholarship. At Loyola,
he would have competed only
in pole vault. Peraud eventually signed as a decathlete for

Truman State University.
“Truman State wasn’t
really even on my radar, and
then my mom forced me to
apply,” said Peraud. “I said
okay, and I sent out my highlight video and emailed all of
the coaches at all the schools
I was applying to. Truman
was the only one that seemed
genuinely interested. The
coaches at St. Thomas and
Loyola were like, ‘You know,
we might be able to fit you on
our team,’ but coach (Tim)
Schweger (Truman State)
was like super excited to see
me, so I was like ‘Let’s do

this!’”
Although Peraud will
compete as a Division II athlete at Truman, he explained
that the difference in divisions in track and field varies
from other sports.
“Unlike in football,
where division one is harder
than division three because
the competition is harder, if
your competition is harder
in track and field that doesn’t
mean you’re going to run
slower. Division three guys
are going to run just as hard
as division one.”
As he vaults toward

3rd Quarter Exams
8:15am Lent Adoration

Exam Schedule

Saturday, March 15
4pm

Mass for Mission Appalachia

Sunday, March 16

Mission Appalachia (Through Sun., March 23)

Monday, March 17
Spring Break (Through Fri. March, 21)
8:15am
Lent Adoration

Tuesday, March 18
8:15am

Lent Adoration

Wednesday, March 19
8:15am

Lent Adoration

Thursday, March 20
8:15am

Spring Break
Spring Break

Spring Break

Lent Adoration

Friday, March 21
8:15am

Spring Break

Lent Adoration

Spring Break

Saturday, March 22
No new events scheduled

Sunday, March 23

No new events scheduled

Monday, March 24

8:15am Lent Adoration
AP	
Snack–Chicken Rings
Lunch special–Pulled Pork on a Bun
Vegetarian–Mac and Cheese

Schedule R

Tuesday, March 25

Schedule R
8:15am Lent Adoration
AP	
Tux Measurements for Seniors (Through 		
Thursday)
Snack–Mini Tacos
10am Grades Due
Lunch Special–Hand breaded chicken strips
Vegetarian–Cheese pizza

Wednesday, March 26

One man team: Peraud talks decathalon
(continued from page 7)

3rd Quarter Exams
8:15am Lent Adoration

Friday, March 14
also worked with Dillworth.
See p. 4 of this week’s Prep.
News.
The National Latin
Exam was administered to
all levels of Latin students in
the old cafeteria, rescheduled
from Monday’s snow day.
Conflicts on both sides
preempted a meeting between members of Pax
Christi and principal John
Moran to discuss Fair Trade
clothing at SLUH. At a separate meeting, Pax Christi
members discussed research
into Fair Trade and Mission
Week clothing they plan
to do before their rescheduled meeting planned for
the Wednesday after spring
break. Pax Christi planned
for its spring benefit concert
and discussed the UNICEF
tap project, which automatically donates money to water
projects for every ten minutes a participant in the project goes without touching
their phone.
Freshman
Pastoral
Team met to plan for its
fourth quarter class Mass,
and it also discussed the
Freshman Retreat.

Schedule R

whatever future Truman has
in store, Peraud can still expect challenges, contributing
to a team and running a show
that’s sure to be entertaining.
“I could see Alex really
going to a college and maybe
not UCLA or some kind of a
huge national power, but just
going to a college and being
able to compete as a decathlete and actually having some
impact, helping the team in
terms of scoring some points
for them in things like their
conference meets—and from
there, who knows,” said Flanagan.

Schedule R
8:15am
Lent Adoration
AP	
Urban Agriculture Meeting
Snack–Texas Sweet Pretzel
4pm
Ignatian Evening and Dinner
Lunch special–Chicken Bacon Cheese on Bun
Vegetarian–Pasta Con Broccoli

Thursday, March 27
Mix-It-Up Lunch
8:15am
Lent Adoration
AP	
Snack–Giggles
Lunch special–Papa John’s Pizza
Vegetarian–Black Bean Burger

Friday, March 28

Schedule R

Schedule R

Mix-It-Up Lunch
8:15am
Lent Adoration
AP	
Senior Class Mass
Snack–Bosco Sticks
Lunch special–Pasta Bar
Vegetarian–Shrimp Bites
calendar | Leo Heinz

