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80 freshmen to have iPads as part
of pilot program next year
iPads will be used in Latin,
Russian, English, & Biology
BY Sam Fentress
CORE STAFF

A

round 80 freshman will
officially have iPads next
year, to be used in freshman
sections of Latin, Russian, biology, and English. This technology pilot program will test
the use of one-to-one devices
on a smaller scale before a
larger implementation begins
at the start of the 2015-16
school year.
The students were se-

lected as a result of either
Latin or Russian being their
first choice language; Latin
teacher Jennifer Ice and Russian teacher Rob Chura will
use the iPad in their classes.
Those students were then
placed in Tim Curdt’s freshman English classes as well
as Megan Menne’s biology
classes in order to maximize
opportunities for students to
use their devices.
Letters will go out to par-

ents of the students involved
this week to inform them
of the program and of their
options. Students will have
the option of leasing an iPad
from the school, buying one
on their own, or bringing an
iPad they already own from
home.
“We’re not going to force
anyone to buy one of these,”
said principal John Moran,
who explained that students
are welcome to purchase or
bring their own iPads, but
that the school will accommodate—by a device loan—
students who might not be Sophomore Mario Thomallari is baptized into the church at Wednesday’s end of year Mass in

continued on page 5 the Commons. Thomallari was also confirmed and received his first communion.

Theology dept. chooses Tattoos
on the Heart as summer reading
photo | Ben Banet BY Sam Chechik
STAFF

T

Group will
Fields finishes top 9 in
national Poetry out Loud consider an
BY Adam Thorp
EDITOR IN CHIEF

O

hio was almost menacing in his first performance; New Jersey was rhythmic and rapid; Tennessee was
mournful and defiant.
And senior Tom Fields,
representing Missouri, was
playfully irate as he popped
around his first poem, “Sestina: Like,” by A. E. Stalling,
in the finals of the Poetry Out
Loud competition.
Fields was one of only
nine chosen to advance from
the regionals round, out of
the 53 students who joined
Fields in Washington, D.C.
continued on page 5 for the competition (one from

he theology department
has chosen Tattoos on
the Heart by Gregory Boyle,
S.J., as the all-school summer
reading book for the 2014-15
school year.
Tattoos on the Heart talks
about Boyle’s experiences
with gang members in Los
Angeles, where Boyle works
to help gang members with
their lives through Homeboy
Industries, a company that he
founded to help youths, more
specifically high-risk teenagers like gang members.
Theology
department
Tattoos on the Heart by Gregory Boyle.

photo | Max Prosperi

each of the 50 states and three
from American territories).
Though Fields did not
place in the top three, as a finalist he will receive a $1,000
cash prize. He earned an additional $1,000 to be used to
purchase poetry books for the
St. Louis U. High library.
The contest was judged
by professional poets Valerie
Martines and Ming Dee, and
by Chris Sarandon, an actor
best known as Prince Humperdinck in The Princess Bride.
Fields prepared three
poems for the competition:
“The Way It Sometimes Is,” by
Henry Taylor, “The Canon-

continued on page 4

honor code

BY Leo K. Heinz
CORE STAFF

S

ix St. Louis U. High juniors
recently formed a committee to begin considering a
school-wide honor code. The
group hopes to hold meetings
over the summer and to draw
members from around the
community.
The student-led group
was formed after the March
meeting of the Advisory
Committee for Student Affairs (ACSA), where Assistant Principal for Student Life
Brock Kesterson spoke about

continued on page 2
photo | Ben Banet

PLANES, TRAINS, AND KAYAKS: Seniors David Greaves (left) and Peter Charles (right) canoe to school. Greaves and Charles, along with seniors David Schmelter and Ben Banet, paddled three
miles through Forest Park, passing therough the Grand Basin before walking up Oakland Avenue to school with their kayaks in tow on skateboards. See the article on Car Free Day on page 5.
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Historians club attends yearly WWII weekend Gentile, ’88, performs
with Zoppé circus
photo | Mr. Drew Price

BY Thomas
STAFF

BY Noah Weber
REPORTER

Williams

C

T

he WWII Historians
Club went to Jefferson
Barracks on Saturday for the
annual WWII Weekend presented by the U.S. 2nd Ranger
Battalion of St. Louis.
Members of the group
who attended the event included junior Nathan Price,
the founder of the group, as
well as freshmen Mitchell Stephens and Finn Hunsaker.
According to the 2nd
Rangers website, “WWII
Weekend is the biggest WWII
reenacting event in the St.
Louis area and is held rain or
shine. It is also one of the oldest WWII reenacting events
having been held at historic
Jefferson Barracks Park for
over 35 years. It is hosted by
the U.S. 2nd Ranger Infantry
Battalion of St. Louis, Inc.,
a unit that is over 39 years
old, to honor all those who
have served in the US Armed
Forces.”
The reenactors set up
camp on Friday night, slept in
military dress, and reenacted
battles from the war on Saturday morning.
Price has gone to the
reenactment for three years
now, though in years past rain
kept jeeps and tanks that were

Members of the World War II historians at Jefferson Barracks on Saturday.

used in the war from being
used in the reenactments, to
prevent them from rusting.
“It was the coolest experience yet,” said Price.
Price witnessed a beach
invasion reenactment featuring reenactors dressed
in original uniforms from
WWII.
“All the weapons fired
blanks, but there were no
mufflers or anything so it was
the same sounds you would’ve
heard if you were at a battlefield during the Second World
War,” said Price. “At some
parts, the gunfire was so in-

tense that the ground was
shaking.”
After the reenactment,
club members got to go
through the campgrounds
and talk with a group of reenactors and were allowed to
put on military helmets and
jackets.
“I’ve never really gotten
to try on gear or hold rifles
or see that volley of intensity
and firepower from a reenactment,” said Price.
The thing that stood out
most to Price was getting to
wear the equipment that soldiers wore and experiencing

how heavy it was.
“It was surprising, because watching war movies
that kids of our generation
have seen, you get the impression that this stuff doesn’t
weigh as much as it actually
does,” said Price. “It gives me
a greater appreciation for
when those guys jumped out
of airplanes or into the ocean
that you could drown holding this stuff.”
Next Friday, May 9, the
club is going to the Science
Center to watch the movie DDay: Normandy 1944. All are
welcome.

arlo Gentile, ’88, lives
like a gypsy. With an
interest in circus stemming
from his time at St. Louis U.
High, Gentile has gone on to
participate in a number of
travelling shows around the
world. His most recent work
has taken him to the Zoppé
Family Circus, where he will
perform in a tent next to the
Florissant Civic Center on
Friday, May 2 at 7:00 p.m. and
Saturday, May 3 at 11:00 a.m.,
2:00 p.m., and 5:00 p.m.
“It’s a very traditional,
European-style,
intimate,
one-ring family circus,” said
Gentile of the show. “No one
is more than, say, 20 feet away
from the ring.”
In that way, it’s the sort
of circus you’ve seen pictures of and heard about, but
might not ever have been to.
The whole show is under a
tent, with acrobats, jugglers, a
clown, and more.
“My specialty is called
foot juggling, or antipodism,”
Gentile said. “We often do
something called Risley,
which is the foot juggling of
other humans. So I juggle my
kids.”
Gentile’s interest in circus
started around his sophomore

year, when he began teaching
himself to juggle, unicycle,
and perform Chinese yo-yo.
“The circus club at the
time was still a juggling club,”
Gentile said. “And there was
a former Jesuit priest by the
name of Nick Weber … He
brought a very small travelling circus around, and given
that he was a Jesuit, he came
to St. Louis U. High. As a
sophomore I saw him.”
Seeing the show inspired
both Gentile and English
teacher Tim Curdt’s older
brother Kevin Curdt, ’87, to
join the Royal Lichtenstein
Circus the year after graduating. According to Gentile,
Curdt was the first to join that
particular circus out of high
school, and his good experience led to Gentile following
the same path.
Since then, Gentile has
worked all over the world
with different shows. Notably,
he used language skills from
his time as a Chinese student
at SLUH to help rig a circus
festival in China and train his
foot juggling act in Wuqiao,
which is considered the birthplace of acrobatics.
Gentile promises his
show in Florissant to be “a
unique experience ... fun for
kids of all ages.”
photo | courtesy of Orlene Gentile

“What’s up, Brock?” becomes “What’s up, Doc?”
BY Stephen Lumetta
NEWS EDITOR

W

hile seniors look forward to graduation
(or try to slow down time and
reminisce), they will not be
the only people at St. Louis U.
High who are looking to graduate. Assistant Principal for
Student Life Brock Kesterson
has successfully completed his
doctorate and will celebrate a
graduation of his own on May
15.
Kesterson has been
working on his Doctorate in
Education at St. Louis University since August 2010, when
today’s seniors started their
journeys at SLUH. His degree

is in educational leadership in
Catholic education.
“I had known people
who had gone through the
general ed doctoral program
and it wasn’t something that
interested me. … If I was going to get into something, I
wanted it to be something that
I would find meaningful and
helpful to me professionally
and hopefully, as a byproduct,
it’d be able to help in my work
at St. Louis U. High. When
this Catholic doctoral program came up, I was really intrigued and really excited and
jumped in,” said Kesterson.
Kesterson had looked
at both Ed.D. and Ph.D. pro-

grams but decided to get
his Ed.D since it was more
group-based and practical, in
his opinion, than the Ph.D.
program, which was more
individualistic, abstract, and
research-based.
Kesterson worked in a
group to produce a group
dissertation, but he also had
an individual component to
complete and orally defend as
well. The group dissertation
was on how Catholic leaders
from a “corporate level” (such
as on the archdiocesan or religious order level, as opposed
to the school administration
level) are prepared to inculcate Catholic identity into

schools.
So now that Kesterson
has his Ed.D., what does he
want to be called? Dr. K? Dr.
Kesterson? Doc Brock?
“I was not anticipating
having to answer a question
like that,” said Kesterson.
“Here’s my answer to this and
it’s kind of silly: I’m partial to
Dr. K simply for the reason
that I grew up watching Cardinal baseball and the Cardinals played against the Mets
and Dwight Gooden, a heckuva pitcher for the Mets, and
his nickname was Dr. K. …
So when it came down to it,
I thought, ‘Dr. K seems kinda
cool.’”

Honor code group begins to explore terrain
(continued from page 1)

the possibility of an honor
code. Juniors Nick Perryman,
Eric Pitlyk, Peter Soto, Colin
Voigt, Matias Grignola, and
Sam Fentress approached
Kesterson after the meeting.
Since then, they have met and
sent out an email requesting
other members.
The format an honor
code might take is undecided, according to Perryman,
who has been a large player
in organizing the meetings so
far. Perryman has spent time
researching the honor codes
of several colleges and universities, as well as local high
schools MICDS and John
Burroughs.
“Looking
at
other
schools’ honor codes, a lot of
them deal with academic integrity, while others deal with
moral values. There’s a broad
range. That’s something we’re

looking at,” said Perryman.
“Other schools like MICDS or
John Burroughs have an honor council where some punishments are handled by the
council. Members are voted
on by the school.”
The group plans to start
by building off of the Grad
at Grad, the Mission Statement, and possibly the Student Handbook. The content
will be looked at before the
format, where several options
exist.
“There a lot of different
avenues that we could take,”
Perryman said. “Obviously,
when we think of an honor
code, we think of a single
statement, but many are not
single statements. Stanford’s
is a pretty big thing. Dartmouth’s is huge.”
The forming of the honor
code group follows this year’s

academic integrity push by
several seniors throughout
the year. Although separate
groups, the issues are related,
according to Kesterson.
“It’s a break from (the
academic integrity) in that
we’re building on what they
did,” said Kesterson. “I think
we’re seeing something that’s
more than just (academic integrity).”
While the committee begins meeting to formulate the
code, Kesterson plans to stay
on the sidelines, serving as a
guide.
“I don’t have any preconceived notions about what the
end product looks like,” said
Kesterson. “My goal is to help
them in whatever way they
need, but not to direct them,
it’s more to guide them.”
With meetings over the
summer, the committee could

possibly have a draft honor
code ready by early August to
be up for discussion with Kesterson.
“We’re shooting for next
year, but we realize that it
might be an unrealistic goal
and that the year after that
would be more possible,” said
Perryman.
“Any research that I’ve
done on this would say that
it needs to be a deliberate
process, that needs to be well
thought-out and articulated
and rolled out, so everybody
knows what’s going on. It’s
ambitious to get this done for
next school year, but not impossible. I think it needs to be
done well. It needs to be done
right. I don’t think it needs to
be forced,” said Kesterson.
“We’d be happy to take
anybody who’d be interested
in helping us. I think the most

Performers at the Zoppé family circus, where alum Carlo Gentile, ’88, will perform on Friday and Saturday.

important thing about this is
that it is student-oriented,”
said Pitlyk. “That being said,
we’re more than welcome to
hear from faculty or anybody
else who’d want a say in it.”
Since the school-wide

email was sent out on Tuesday, Perryman said that he’s
received several responses,
mostly from juinors. Perryman encourages all those
interested to email him at
2015616@sluh.org.
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Imagining 18 holds
4th visioning session

Fonts
Greaves, Mueller discuss typeface tendencies

BY Jack Kiehl
CORE STAFF

BY Jacob Hilmes
FEATURES EDITOR

I

n the fourth set of Imagining 18 visioning sessions for
the year-long strategic planning process, the six visioning
groups met Monday to finalize their SMART goals for
how they want SLUH to look
for its 200th anniversary.
“Basically the goal of the
meeting Monday was to refine, finalize SMART goals for
all the groups and then begin
to develop and complete metrics/action steps for those,”
said Assistant Director of Advancement Ben DuMont.
The visioning session began at nine with an optional
Mass. At ten, keynote speaker
Brad Gioia spoke about the
importance of strategic planning from a leadership perspective. Gioia is the Headmaster of Montgomery Bell
Academy in Nashville.
“I think his talk really resonated with everyone there.
Right now what they’re doing
is kind of like an endowment
… it’s all based on the fact that
it’s easier to build a boy than it
is to repair a grown man,” said
DuMont.
Bishop Robert J. Hermann gave a closing prayer.
Many of the visioning

groups have now finished the
majority of their planning,
apart from maybe a conference call to clean up some of
their plans, according to DuMont. The groups will now
submit their SMART goals
to the Oversight Committee responsible, according to
the Imagining 18 website, for
guiding the strategic planning.
The Oversight Committee will meet on June 19 to sort
through the SMART goals to
see if there are any overlaps
and to finalize the plans. At
the end of the summer, the
plan will be submitted to the
Board of Trustees for review.
All of this will lead up to
the closing convocation on
September 19 and 20.
“The very last meeting
(is) more of a celebration, a review of all the work that’s been
done,” said DuMont.
With the visioning process nearing its final stages,
DuMont has been pleased
with process.
“I think it’s been going
really well. The alumni, parents, benefactors, all the people involved in this, have been
really engaged in the process
and enthusiastic about this,”
said DuMont.

S

ome students at St. Louis
U. High aren’t satisfied
with Arial. Some create their
own fonts, spending hours
filling pixels until their modernized TI-84 font hits perfection. Some search on with meticulous attention for SLUH’s
next Burger Club T-shirt or,
in senior David Greaves’ case,
Latin publication.
“What you don’t want is
something that’s trying too
hard to be what you’re looking
for,” says Greaves.
As an art editor for Sisyphus and a significant contributor to the Missouri Junior
Classical League newsletter
The Oracle, Greaves knows his
way around a font or two and
can offer a small window into
the student-oriented world of
typeface.
“I mean, interested is
certainly, I guess, a term you
could use to describe my
feeling toward them,” says
Greaves. “It’s really handy to
know your way around fonts,
and if you want something
to look original or attractive,
it’s often a good idea to find
something that not a lot of
people use, even if it’s something that looks familiar, but
not the same.”

Greaves notices a repeated use of “scripty girlish
handwriting dealios,” commenting that any attempts at
an organic or imperfect script
should simply be handwritten,
rather than having noticeable
mistakes repeated through the
typeface.
He also stresses understanding what to look for
when searching for a font, realizing what one would want
and forming a comfortable
relationship with that idea.
“I’m a big fan of Trade
Gothic,” says Greaves, “I used
it for all the headlines in The
Oracle this year. It’s sort of like
Tahoma, but more like oldstyle newspaperish.”
“That’s the one thing,
when I teach about fonts, that
fonts are a preference that
people have,” says art teacher
John Mueller. “I may hate
some fonts. Ironically, I hate
Gothic, but when I was going
through some things to throw
away, I found my little senior
card, and it was in Gothic.
You know, I would have never
picked it up today, but as a
high school boy ... Gothic is
something that’s very appealing to them. The thing that
drives me crazy is that they
use all capitals in Gothic, and

Beckmann sits in with
I-18 visioning group
BY Adam Thorp
EDITOR IN CHIEF

A

s Imagining 18 had its
public debut last October, questions were raised (including in an editorial in this
paper) about what seemed
to be limited student participation on the six visioning
groups at the center of the
process.
At the opening Convocation last October, one senior
simply took a seat at the table
of the Sustainability and Facilities visioning group.
Sam Beckmann had volunteered to take photographs
at the Convocation. According to Beckmann, he and
several other students at the
Convocation initially felt that
they had less involvement in
the actual discussions and
visioning groups than they’d
expected.
“Going into the meetings,
I felt that students were sort of
cut-off from this group,” said
Beckmann.
According to Beckmann
and another student who was
there, Beckmann and other
students were talking about
the situation in the Gadfly office when SLUH president David Laughlin overheard them
and entered the office.
After an informal, hourlong conversation held by
Laughlin, the other students,
and himself, Beckmann said
he had more confidence that
the process was not as strictly closed to students as he
thought.
So when Beckmann saw
the Facilities and Sustainability visioning group return to
a meeting room after a tour of
the school, he simply followed

them inside and looked for a
seat. According to Beckmann,
someone offered him the seat
of an absent group member.
Beckmann was sitting at
the horseshoe-shaped table
as each member of the group
shared thoughts and goals
about SLUH’s facilities, moving around the table towards
Beckmann’s position.
Beckmann said he was
unsure whether or not he
would be able to speak until
he was prompted by the man
sitting to his left. Beckmann
spoke to the group about student involvement.
“So I just commented
that there were a lot of students who were very willing
to be involved with this, and
cared very much about this
school even if these changes
would be implemented years
after we left, that had a perspective that I don’t think
they could have, because we
were there, and were willing
to provide that perspective
and I just urged them to not
overlook that resource,” said
Beckmann.
Beckmann said members
of the group thanked him afterwards for his comments.
He had opportunities to continue contributing directly to
the group, but could not due
to time and logistical problems. Beckmann left with a
sense that any resistance to
student involvement was not
intentional.
“I felt it wasn’t an active
attempt to avoid student participation… they certainly
weren’t closed to the idea, and
any fears I had were alleviated as I talked to the groups
moderators and leaders,” said
Beckmann.

artwork | Paul Fister

that’s a no-no.”
Amidst teams of students
pinning prints to art room
walls and teachers on ladders
hanging mobiles and sculptures in preparation for the art
show, Mueller recalls his typeface history.
“I came from a place
where when I was in high
school, we had to hand-letter
everything,” says Mueller.
“And when I got to college,
this thing called press-type
was invented, and, do you
know—Michael, we need
help, go work on that rug
again.”
Mueller brings the interviewer to a box in the corner of
his room. Various sized sheets
of plastic are organized—or
perhaps unorganized—each
with letters, numbers, and
symbols. Mueller picks up a
12-by-18 sheet, explaining
that the sheet is covered with a
layer of wax and run through
a press.
“When the computer
came about, all of this stuff
was just obsolete. As a matter of fact, an art supply store
gave us all this. These were
two dollars a sheet, which was
a lot of money in the 60’s and
70’s,” says Mueller.
Students would have a

tool, though Mueller says a
blunt pencil works fine, to rub
against each letter or symbol,
pressing the typeface into paper according to measured
lines on the sheet.
“And it has capital letters
and small letters, numbers,
signs—everything you’d need
to make a sign,” says Mueller.
“And, also, if you look at it by
the number of usage, there’s
lots of A’s, tons of E’s, not as
many G’s, the letters that aren’t
used as much.”
Students had to take into
account not only the number
of letters, but the spacing between letters, factoring in the
lean and thickness of each
letter as they rubbed in each
sentence.
Mueller emphasizes that
having to know the typeface,
availability, and position of
each letter strengthens the
motive behind the message,
the personality behind each
font.
“I’m of the mind that the
typeface should say something about the words that are
on the page or in the artwork,”
says Mueller. “So I think that if
you’re trying to say something
bold, I think you should use
bold letters, thicker, darker
fonts.”
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BY Stephen Lumetta
NEWS EDITOR

The following is a brief overview of the senior awards given
last Friday at the awards ceremony.
Mac Boland Award: The
Mac Boland Award was established by members of the class
of 1958 to honor and celebrate
the life of their outstanding
classmate, William McCreary
Boland. The recipient of this
annual award, chosen by the
faculty, is to be the senior who
best reflects Mac Boland’s
personal qualities which his
classmates summarized as follows: “The otherwise unheralded senior, who through his
dedication and determination
has most influenced his fellow
students toward more united
participation in the spirit
which is St. Louis University
High School.” Each year the
winner’s name is added to the
plaque, which hangs in the
center corridor of the school.
The Mac Boland Award winner is T.J. Daniels. Daniels will
speak at graduation.
Ed Hawk Memorial
Award: The Ed Hawk award
was established by members
of the class of 1971 in memory of their classmate, whose
life was taken after his junior
year at SLUH. The fact that
he was elected as an officer
of the student council for his
senior year is an indication
of his standing among his
classmates. Through their
efforts, an annual award was
established to recognize the
senior who: “through his love
and dedication to St. Louis
University High School, and
through his example of working and giving, was most able
to influence his class toward
success by cooperation and
unity.” The winner of the
2014 Ed Hawk Award, chosen by members of the senior
class, is Gabe Miller. Miller
will speak at graduation.

May 2, 2014

(From left to right) Seniors T.J. Daniels, Tom Fields, Principal John Moran, Jacob Hilmes, Josh
Keil, Gabe Miller, President David Laughlin, and Marcus Ramspott.

Miller’s father, William
Miller III, ’73, won the Ed
Hawk Award as well.
“I’m really honored and
blessed to be part of such a
wonderful group of people.
… There are so many students
who fit the description of the
award,” said Miller.
Studio Art Award: This
award is given to a senior for
his commitment to making
art and his abiding service to
the art department at SLUH.
This year’s winner is Paul Fister.
Fienup Award: In memory of W. F. J. Fienup, this
award is given annually by
the mathematics department
to the outstanding student in
mathematics in the graduating class. This year’s Fienup
award winner is Joe Ponzillo.
Ponzillo said his favorite math class at SLUH was
AP BC Calculus with math
teacher Don Steingruby.
“Great dude (Steingruby),
can’t thank him enough for all
he does,” said Ponzillo.
Raterman Award: This
award is given annually in
honor of James Raterman,

a great teacher and beloved
colleague, to an exemplary
senior who reads attentively,
speaks from the heart, writes
with conviction, and devotes
himself to learning. This year’s
award winner is Noah Weber.
The F. Joseph Schulte
Dramatics Award: This
award is awarded annually
to a senior for his outstanding work in the dramatic arts.
This year’s two recipients of
the Schulte Award are Tom
Fields and Sam Krausz.
McConaghy Award: Dr.
Mary Lee McConaghy has
taught Latin and Greek at
SLUH since 1979. Every day
in her time here, she has displayed the invaluable qualities of integrity, dedication,
and enthusiasm. To honor
her, this award is given to a
senior who exemplifies these
qualities at St. Louis University High. This year’s winner
is Nathan Dalaklis.
William George Poetry
Prize: This award is named
for English teacher Bill
George, original moderator
of and long-time contributor to Sisyphus, whose po-

ems moved the SLUH community with their wit, their
honesty, and their generous
good will—is given annually
to recognize excellence in student poetry. This year’s winner—determined by a poetry
contest, judged by Mr. George
himself—is Jacob Hilmes, for
his poem “A Song on Silk Degrees.”
Lonigro Award: Dr.
Andrew Lonigro, ’54, was a
physician, scientist and professor at St. Louis University
Medical School for nearly 40
years. To honor his memory,
this award was created by his
family and classmates to be
presented to the graduating
senior who has most distinguished himself in the study
of science at St. Louis University High. This year’s winner is
Ben Banet.
The Martin Luther King,
Jr. Model of Justice Award:
This award recognizes a senior who has demonstrated
through his attitude and his
work, a commitment to serving humanity in the broader
community. This student has
made justice a central part

Fields in top 9 in nation for Poetry Out Loud
(continued from page 1)

ization,” by John Donne, and
“Sestina: Like.”
In the first, regional
round of the Washington contest, Fields competed in a field
of 19 students from region
two, representing places from
Iowa to Puerto Rico.
Based on the performance of his first two poems,
Fields and eight other students performed a third poem
for a chance to advance. Fields
was one of three chosen from
that group to advance to the
final rounds.
In the finals, Fields recited “The Canonization” and
“Sestina: Like.” He was not selected to read his third poem.
Fields said his performances in the finals were
“the best performances I have
given of both of those poems.”
“Sestina: Like” was a
popular selection among this
year’s national participants, to
the extent that Fields said that
people approached him afterwards to say they rolled their
eyes when his selection was
announced. Fields said those
people congratulated him for
finding a new approach.
Anita Norman of Ten-

nessee won the national
championship,
and
the
$20,000 award that came with
it, in her second appearance in
the national contest.
Fields said he was impressed by the other contestants; he and English teacher
Chuck Hussung both especially noted “They Feed They
Lion,” the third poem of the
second place competitor, Lake
Wilburn of Ohio.
“It just had that feeling of ‘wow, we’re all here for
the same reason,’” Fields said
about the 53 students’ shared
sense of purpose. “You have to
realize when you’re performing that it’s not about you—it’s
about the poet and the poem
you’re performing.”
Fields was accompanied
to the competition by Hussung, who has worked with
him throughout the Poetry
Out Loud competition. Fields
was coached by theater director Joe Schulte, whom Fields
first approached for help before his first appearance in the
Poetry Out Loud contest in
his sophomore year.
“Their relationship as
student and coach is quite

vibrant. I think they enjoy
working together, they work
hard, and it paid off in terms
of Tom’s achievements,” said
Hussung.
In preparation, Schulte
would tell Fields to work over
the poem from different perspectives. The poem “The Way
It Sometimes Is,” for instance,
might be performed as if by a
schizophrenic person, or by a
patient to his therapist.
“What happens finally is
that there’s a suppleness about
Tom’s performances that
comes from having done it so
many ways that he doesn’t feel
locked into this way or that
way,” said Hussung.
Hussung said that Fields’s
“expressive face” and “limber
voice” were reflected in his
performances. In “The Way It
Sometimes Is,” the nonsense
word “Shawcross” appears as
one of a list of words as the
figure in the poem rummages
through his head.
“When Tom does ‘Shawcross,’ it’s got all this space and
color and roller-coaster pitch
rolling through it, that’s absolutely true to how you might
talk to yourself inside your

head. It’s true to the experience of it, but still very engaging to the ear,” said Hussung.
After his performance,
Fields and each of the competitors were interviewed by
Neda Ulaby, an arts reporter
for National Public Radio.
After Fields’s interview, Ulaby
told him that her cue cards
had given out so she did not
know when to stop the interview, and thanked him for
keeping up his end of the conversation as it ran over time,
according to Fields.
When he moved past the
regional competition, Fields
matched the performance of
Peter Winfrey, ’09, who also
reached the finals of the Washington rounds of the contest.
Fields is a three-year veteran
of the contest, and advanced
to Missouri’s state contest his
junior year.
“Poetry isn’t just a highbrow thing you’re supposed
to be artsy fartsy to understand—it brings people together. That’s something I
didn’t understand three years
ago. That’s the greatest gift Poetry Out Loud has given me,”
said Fields.

of his life and has committed
himself “to the noble struggle
for equal rights.” The 2014
Model of Justice Award winner is Gabe Miller.
“I’ve really enjoyed going
to the four Ignatian Teach-Ins.
Those have been terrific experiences,” said Miller, speaking
of memorable experiences
with Pax Christi.
Principal’s Leadership
Awards: These awards are given annually to seniors who, in
the opinion of the administration, have demonstrated the
ability to combine academic
excellence and exemplary
leadership in school and community activities. This year’s
winners are Sam Beckmann,
Sam Krausz, Thomas Riganti,
Alex Shaver, and Noah Weber.
Archbishop May Service Award: The Archbishop
May Service Award is given to
a senior in each of the Catholic high schools in the archdiocese who, in the opinion of
the pastoral department and
the administration, is an outstanding example of rendering Christian service within
his community and school.
This year’s recipient is Danny
Sullivan.
Jack Krings Award:
The Jack Krings Award for
Outstanding Service to Others recognizes a senior who
has distinguished himself in
ministry to the poor and underprivileged in the spirit of
justice and faith through his
activities in St. Louis University High School’s community
service program. The 2014
Jack Krings Award winner is
Jacob Hilmes.
Dunn-Martel Award:
The Dunn-Martel Award was
established 20 years ago to
honor Coaches Ebbie Dunn
and Paul Martel’s long and
successful tenure as soccer
and football coaches at St.
Louis University High School.
“The school will present this

award annually to the senior
who maintains the high level
of scholarship as well as the
discipline and commitment
of athletic participation that
earn for him selection as
“Scholar-Athlete of St. Louis
University High School”. This
year’s recipient in Marcus
Ramspott.
“Receiving the DunnMartel award has reminded
me of all my coaches and
teachers who have taught me
about sports as well as life. I’m
very grateful and owe all that
I have achieved so far to those
who have guided me along
the way,” said Ramspott.
Hinck-Hereford Award:
The Hinck-Hereford Award
is named for two alumni who
gave their lives in the service
of their country during World
War II. The Hinck-Hereford
Award is conferred on the
senior who has excelled in
leadership, scholarship and
athletics and who, in the
opinion of the senior class, is
judged most deserving of this
award. Selected by his classmates as the recipient of the
2014 Hinck-Hereford Award
is Josh Keil.
JSEA Award: The Jesuit
Secondary Education Association Award is given for the
26th year to a student in each
of the 59 Jesuit high schools
in the United States. The
JSEA Award is presented to
the member/or members of
the graduating class who best
resembles this ideal: “A wellrounded person who is intellectually competent, open to
growth, religious, loving and
committed to doing justice in
generous service to the people
of God.” This year’s winner is
Tom Fields, who will speak at
the graduation dinner.
Special thanks to secretary Rita Mulligan for helping
to compile this list and description.

Corley’s last season of
Scholar Bowl ends
BY Joe Laughlin
REPORTER

T

he varsity Scholar Bowl
team lost to highly-esteemed Ladue in its last match
of the season on Wednesday.
Although the team lost
both the first game (570-240)
and the second (710-160), senior Rob Hayes said, “As the
last game together with the
seniors, it was a really cool
moment.”
The seniors who make
up the varsity team include
Hayes, Noah Weber, Adam
Thorp, and Gabe Newsham.
Each player on the team was
an asset and contributed multiple points.
At first, moderator Frank
Corley was concerned that the
team wasn’t bonding the way
they have in previous years.
“It’s been a struggle,” he
said. “There are fewer tournaments now so we weren’t all
together a lot.”

Eventually, Corley saw
the value in the final competition.
“A lot of the meets are far
away, like one in Columbia,
Missouri. Being together in
cars and eating meals together
has really allowed the team to
bond,” said Corley. “They’re
just great guys. (Wednesday)
night was disappointing on
the Scholar Bowl side, but it
was so cool to have all four
main guys on the team together for their last match.”
This was Corley’s last year
as a coach. Corley, who had
previously coached Scholar
Bowl at Priory about 20 years
ago, first coached the class of
2011 at SLUH, now juniors in
college. He has really enjoyed
his years in the program.
“It’s been a blast,” said
Corley.
“He’s been a great coach,
and we’ve loved having him,”
said Hayes.

Help Wanted
Mr. Anderson is looking for a student or students
to collaborate on a project to design an app for the
SLUH garden.
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Seniors vote Dan Becvar as teacher of the year Car Free Day has
lower participation
pacted me.”
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Senior Eric Ottenlips gives math teacher Dan Becvar a hug as he walks up to accept his award.
BY Nolen
STAFF

Doorack

A

fter six years of teaching
at Saint Louis U. High,
math teacher Dan Becvar has
won this year’s Teacher Appreciation Award, chosen by
members of the senior class.
Becvar’s
recognition
comes 26 years after his father,
Assistant Principal for Academics Tom Becvar, won the
award.
Dan Becvar has spent
many years of his life at SLUH,
from watching plays and musicals as a grade schooler to
walking the halls of SLUH as
a high schooler.
“I always enjoyed coming up here, seeing shows in
the old auditorium—Senior
Follies or musicals. I remember being excited when they
let me ring the bell during
intermission,” said Becvar. “I
spent a good amount of time
at SLUH before I was even a
student here.”
Becvar was involved in
theater, chorus, dance, spring
musicals, and President’s Ambassadors—and was a classmate of Campus Minister
Brian Gilmore.
After graduating with
the highest GPA in his class
in 2002, Becvar attended the
University of Tulsa, where he
earned an Applied Math major, a Musical Theater minor,
and an Education minor.
After Tulsa, Becvar attended graduate school at
Saint Louis University, earning his master’s degree in
mathematics.
Becvar came to SLUH to
teach in the 2008-09 school
year.

Becvar was surprised to
hear his name called as the
winner of the Teacher Appreciation Award.
“I had no idea that I was
going to win this. It was a very
nice surprise,” said Becvar.
“Honestly, it’s a really
humbling experience. It’s a
great honor and I’m excited,”
said Becvar. “It’s a great honor
to be recognized by this class
especially. This is the first class
that I’ve taught all four years
while they’ve been here.”
“I was very proud (of
Dan) and excited,” said Tom
Becvar. “I found out beforehand that he was going to win,
and we decided to bring my
plaque up with a little sticky
on it, replacing my name with
his. He got my plaque that
day.”
In 1988, Tom was the
third teacher ever to be honored with this award.
Tom Becvar noted his
son’s intelligence and passion
for learning.
“It all came from him. I
never had to push him. When
he was a student in my calculus class, he was an excellent
student,” said Tom. “Throughout his time at SLUH, he developed a love of learning and
mathematics”
“I watched him perform his many roles at SLUH,
whether it was calculus teacher, senior class moderator, or
head of the math department,”
said Dan of his dad. “I was
very strongly influenced by
the positive reactions that he
got from his students. He is by
far one of the biggest inspirations that I’ve had.”
In addition to his father,

Dan was inspired by many of
his other teachers, particularly Latin teachers Mary Lee
McConaghy and Mark Tychonievich.
“There are a lot of role
models for me in the faculty.
Mary Lee McConaghy. who
taught me Latin, brought this
incredible energy to class each
day that was awesome,” said
Dan. “Mark Tychonievich,
who passed away three years
ago, was another Latin teacher
of mine who helped shape
me. I was lucky to work with
him for a few years before he
passed away. I really couldn’t
help but admire how he persevered through some really
tough years where he came
to school not feeling well at
all. His dedication really im-

Senior Ollie Tettamble, a
student of Becvar’s, said in a
phone interview, “Mr. Becvar
is one of the real treasures that
SLUH has. He’s a lighthearted
guy, funny, clever, and quickwitted. I think what makes Mr.
Becvar such a great teacher is
that he’s so easy to relate to.”
To help engage his students, Becvar uses some unconventional teaching methods, including incorporating
music.
“I have a love of music
and mathematics. The Quadratic Formula Song is a big
favorite—a day when my students become algebra men.
We’ve listened to selections
from Calculus: The Musical as
well in my senior classes.”
Becvar is able to relate to
his students, bringing a fun
sense of learning while keeping professional.
“He’s young and energetic. … Mr. Becvar is able
to find a balance between fun
and seriousness in the classroom setting,” said Tettamble.
“I think that’s what sets him
apart.”
As a student over 12
years ago and still today as a
teacher at SLUH, Becvar enjoys SLUH’s wide variety of
students and the many opportunities that the school has to
offer.
“Everybody can find his
niche,” said Becvar. “There is
a group of people that each
student can feel comfortable
with.”

photo | Dauphin Yearbook, Vol. 65

chair Rob Garavaglia said,
“Even though the book is
called Tattoos on the Heart,
and it seems like it’s all about
Father Greg Boyle and about
gang members. At the beginning of the book, he says
(that) this is the way in which
God is working through his
life. So, really, it’s a theological
reflection, or it’s kind of like
this Examen.”
Other books considered
were The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything by James
Martin, S.J.; Pope Francis: Why
He Leads the Way He Leads
by Chris Lowney (a former

Jesuit); This Flowing Toward
Me: A Story of God Arriving
in Strangers by Marilyn Lacey,
R.S.M.; and Season of Life: A
Football Star, a Boy, a Journey
to Manhood by Jeffrey Marx.
In December, Garavaglia
asked for feedback on these
five books from the other
members of the department
before choosing Tattoos on
the Heart.
“We discussed them a
couple weeks ago via email,
and it was really clear that
the responses I got back were
overwhelmingly in favor of
Tattoos on the Heart,” said
Garavaglia.
Garavaglia has heard

B

ikers, pedestrians, and
Metrolink riders seeking
to cut down fossil fuel usage and consider sustainable
transportation alternatives
participated yesterday in the
annual Car Free Day. The
event was held yesterday, following the cancellation of the
originally scheduled date two
weeks ago.
The originally-scheduled
Car Free Day, for which science teacher Bill Anderson’s
two senior AP environmental
science classes created trailers and fliers, and obtained
Metro passes, was cancelled
due to weather concerns, according to Anderson and Assistant Principal for Student
Life Brock Kesterson.
“I thought that the participation would be really
low,” said Kesterson.
The forecast for a cold,
rainy day forced Kesterson
and Anderson to sit down
with a calendar and choose a
different day, which was difficult because of all of the formal attire days and modified
schedules. The resulting date
was Thursday, May 1, and
participation was lower than
Anderson had hoped.
While yesterday’s Car
Free Day was slightly chilly, it

Tom Becvar in 1988, the year he won the Teacher Appreciation
Award.

Boyle speak before, and felt
quite moved.
“This fall I went to hear
him speak at St. Louis U., and
after I heard him speak I went
out and got the book and read
it,” said Garavaglia.
“I find this book surprisingly hopeful in that the people who have been in gangs
can, in fact, change their
lives,” said theology teacher
Deacon Allen Boedeker. “It’s
also a little disconcerting because there are some really,
really good people that lose
their lives very early through
no fault of their own.”
Because Tattoos on the
Heart is such a heartfelt book,

there are many effects that it
could have on the students.
“Obviously, I hope that
people will be given an opportunity to reflect on their
own understanding of who
God is and how that understanding of God affects their
worldview,” said Garavaglia.
“And then, obviously, in this
specific case, their own attitudes and understandings
about gang members.”
“I think it gives a real
good insight into a part of life
that most of us here probably
don’t have a clue about,” said
Boedeker. “I think it shows
kind of, oddly, people that are
looking for connections.”

was the rescheduling, not the
temperature, that decreased
participation, according to
Anderson.
“I would think (yesterday’s weather) had less of an
effect than changing the date,”
said Anderson. “It was hard to
get the word back out.
“You’re really taking
your chances in the spring, so
you really just have to do your
best,” he added.
Despite the schedule
change and the brisk weather,
many students and teachers walked, the bicycle racks
outside the old switchboard
entrance were full, and Kesterson and Anderson passed
out almost 250 Metro passes
Wedensday alone.
According to the environmental science class’s
data, the student lot averaged
432 cars the week before the
originally-scheduled Car Free
Day, compared to yesterday’s
count of 389 cars. The teacher
lot car average went down by
only two cars, and the back
alley parking lot went down
by three cars.
“(A schedule change)
has had to happen at least
once before. That’s just how it
works,” said Anderson. “We’ll
have (another Car Free Day)
next year, and the next year,
and we’ll get better.”

iPad pilot program for
80 freshmen next year
(continued from page 1)

All-school summer reading book chosen
(continued from page 1)

BY Paul J Fister
STAFF ARTIST

able to afford the device.
The pilot program is designed to explore the uses the
possible kinks and larger issues with one-to-one technology.
“What does it look like
when every student in the
room has a piece of technology at their disposal for class?
And then what does it like
outside of class?” said Moran,
citing central questions for the
program. “We want to know
what it will look like at SLUH.”
The planning group,
which included Moran, the
four volunteer teachers, and
Assistant Principal for Academics Tom Becvar, looked at
several different devices, ultimately deciding on the iPad.
“That was part of the
discussion as well: for a pilot
program, what made the most
sense?” said Moran.
		SLUH’s familiarity
with the iPad helped make it
the best option. However, Moran said, the school’s decision
to pilot iPads does not mean
they will use iPads when the
school mandates one-to-one
technology on some level at
the start of the 2015-16 school
year.
The program asks that
students have an iPad 2 or any
newer device, which could
include the iPad mini or the
iPad air, variations of the iPad

2.

Several months ago, Moran sent an email to the faculty looking for teachers who
might be interested in teaching certain sections of their
classes with iPads.
“(I volunteered) because
about two weeks before he
had sent out the email, I discovered that our new textbook
is entirely an iBook,” said Ice.
“This version is interactive,
and there’s significantly more
available on the iBook than
there is in the paper version,
so the kids are getting more.
That’s why I was really excited.
If I could give the students
more, then I wanted to be a
part of it.
“I’ll be honest; one of the
reasons I volunteered for it is
because I never use my iPad
in class, so it’s going to kind of
force me to find ways to use it
in a good way,” said Menne.
Chura is excited to use
the iPad because it will allow
him to convert his own textbook, which he has been compiling as a hard copy for several years, into a digital format.
“The big thing that I’m
doing with it is this thing
called iBooks Author that allows you to publish your own
textbook, a very user-friendly,
very functional textbook that
has a lot of advantages over a
paper textbook,” said Chura.
“You can build your own material.”

Follow the Prep News on Twitter
@sluhprepnews
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Trio of meets gives track more
practice as MCCs approach
Michel Sit and William
Smith

REPORTER AND SPORTS EDITOR

K

ansas City is known
for its barbeque, but on
April 25, the track and field Jr.
Bills went west to size up the
competition from that part of
state.
Overall, the U. High
track and field team placed
eleventh at the Gary Parker
Invitational in Blue Springs,
MO. At Ladue the same day,
the Varsity 2 team finished in
16th place just edging DeSmet’s top varsity out.
Highlights from Blue
Springs included strong performances from sophomore
Dan Isom, senior distance
captain John Esswein, juniors
Jack Sullivan and Matthew
Hennessey, senior throws
captain Jim Gasch, and the
4x800 team.
Isom was able to clinch
a fourth place for what seems
to be his favorite distance, the
300-meter hurdles. Bionic
boy Esswein flew by his competitors for fourth in the 800
with a stellar 1:57.
With the double trouble
1600 and 3200 on the same
day, Sullivan managed fourth
in the 1600 and eighth in the
3200. Following right behind,
Hennessey placed sixth in the
1600.
Iron Man Gasch tossed
out a 49’10” (a personal best)
in the shot put, which earned
him an impressive ninth place
finish.
The pole vaulters tested
their luck at Blue Springs, in
which the bar-raising increments were at three inches

and nine inches for each foot,
significantly higher than normal. Senior vaults captain
Alex Peraud soared to 12’3”
and senior Nathan Dalaklis to
11’3”.
“I didn’t get the height I
was hoping for, but I’m looking ahead to conference and
hope to score 10 points for the
team,” said Peraud.
Leading the high jumpers at Blue Springs was senior
jumps captain Alex Piening,
who was knocked out after
5’10” to put him into 11th
place.
“Blue Springs was a very
good meet and it gave us a
nice preview of what the State
Championship meet will be
like,” said Piening.
There was plenty of tough
competition at Blue Springs
for SLUH’s distance and mid
distance teams. Seniors Michael Swan and Esswein and
juniors Sullivan, Hennessey,
and Shayn Jackson also battled hard.
“The competition at
Blue Springs was really intense,” said Gasch in response
to the competition’s difficulty.
“There were guys throwing
the disc over 180 feet and I
think some shot putters over
55. There was definitely state
competition there.”
Gasch’s Blue Springs performance gave him a new PR
by over 2 feet which put him
first in the MCC conference.
The Jr. Billiken sprint
squad had a good learning experience in Blue Springs since
the sprinters competing were
primarily freshmen or sophomores.
“The sprinters, as a

group,
were
competing
against many of the fastest juniors and seniors in the state.
While the results showed our
sprinters were for the most
part a middle of the pack
team, it’s important for us to
not get too down on ourselves
because we are a young squad.
Hopefully during our junior
and senior years, we will be
able to build off of our previous experiences at the Blue
Springs meet and come away
with first place medals,” said
sophomore Thomas Caputa.
There were lots of 10th,
11th, 12th, and 13th place finishes at the Ladue Invitational
due to the V2 competing at a
V1 meet. The distance squad
pulled out some good performances, as did Gasch in the
throws.
“So that was our second
(string) team at a really big
Saint Louis varsity meet,” said
head coach Joe Porter. “If you
look, we still scored 13 points,
and we beat some good teams.
We got a point in the 4x800.
(Senior) Jerry Amsler had a
good leg there. The guy who
had big day was Jim Gasch.
He went to Blue Springs and
threw about a 49, and then
came back the next day to Ladue and threw about a 48 for
a third place. (Freshman) Andrew Clair is now our longest
long jumper as a freshman
with a jump of 20.8 feet. We
found out that our 4x100 and
4x200 V2 group ran almost
the same times as our varsity
at Blue Springs timewise.”
The track and field
team’s next meet is the MCC
conference competition on
May 8 at Chaminade.
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After tough loss to DeSmet in
Marco Cup, Lax goes 6-1
photo | Nolen Doorack

Junior Noah Hewlett fires a shot at the Chaminade goalie.
BY Connor
REPORTER

FitzGerald

A

fter a heartbreaking 12-2
loss to DeSmet at the
Father Marco Cup, the St.
Louis U. High Laxbills broke
through their pain and conquered the competition, going
6-1 since the loss.
The Father Marco Cup
had a lot of hype surrounding
it; both teams came to play
early. Junior goalkeeper Ben
Keeven stopped three breakaways before DeSmet finally
struck.
The Laxbills did their
best to recover, but DeSmet
ran away with the game, winning 12-2 and keeping the
Father Marco Cup in the DeSmet trophy case.
“The (Father Marco
Cup) was a tough game; we
never gained momentum
and played our game,” said
sophomore attackman Patrick
Durnien. “We all are going to
remember how it felt losing
the cup going into the playoffs. We’re just going to put in
the extra work at practice to
make sure that we don’t have
to feel like that again.”
The Laxbills weren’t
happy
with themselves after
photo | Sam Beckmann

their loss to DeSmet, and they
resolved to pummel the next
team they played, the Webster
Groves Statesmen—and they
did,15-2.
The Webster win was followed by convincing victories
against John Bouroughs (127) and Lafayette (11-6).
The Laxbills looked to
win their April 25 MCC game
against CBC and restore glory
to SLUH after the freshman
and JV teams had lost to CBC
earlier that day.
Both teams’ offenses
came to play, combining for a
total of 26 goals in the 16-10
loss suffered by the Laxbills.
“We had a talk with our
team about what our goals are
after the loss,” said Durnien.
“We came out hard the next
practice. The seniors really stepped it up and started
pushing us harder. We knew
that that loss wasn’t what we
want for the playoffs. Coach
(Chris) Jarvis and (senior)
Max Cannon both gave
speeches about what our motivation is and that we have
to play all four quarters every
time we’re out there. We just
need to give it our all for our
teammates.”
The team bounced back

after the MCC loss by defeating Shawnee Mission East
from Kansas City, Mo. 12-6
and O’Fallon Township (Ill.)
9-3.
The Laxbills had Senior
Night on May 1. The team’s
ten seniors were honored at
the final home game of the
regular season against Chaminade. The team doubled up
Chaminade with a 14-7 victory.
“The seniors have been
great,” said Durnien. “They’ve
done a great job teaching the
younger guys the ropes. They
set a great example of constantly pushing themselves
when they go out on the field,
whether it be practice or a
game.”
The team will play Eureka on May 5 and Rockwood
on May 7 before playoffs start
on May 16.
“We want to win the
whole thing obviously,” said
Durnien. “We’re really pulling it together; we’re coming
together as a team. We know
we can do it, and now it’s all
about how much effort we
give in practice and how well
we play with each other. Our
seniors deserve to be sent out
on top.”

Dominant JV Lax puts State in sights
John Michael Fitzgerald
REPORTER

W

Junior Joe Guyol prepares to throw the ball against DeSmet in the JV Fr. Marco Cup.

ith only a few games
left in the season, the
JV lacrosse team has maintained a winning record of
8-3.
“We plan on keeping it
that way,” says sophomore
midfielder Patrick Flood. “We
have played extremely well as
a whole this year. If we can
stay on the path we are on, I
believe that we can keep our
winning record and finish the
season strong.”
In its last four games, the
team has only lost once, to
CBC. It was a close game, but
the Jr. Billikens fell in the end,
losing 2-0.
“It was an evenly
matched game,” said coach
Byron Austin ’04. “We managed to outshoot them two to
one, but we had a few mental
lapses that cost us big time,”
said Austin.
“We played our hearts

out, but we couldn’t finish it
out,” said sophomore midfielder Carter Griesedieck,
who noted that the loss wasn’t
ideal but the team got right
back up.
The Jr. Bills won the next
two games by a substantial
margin.
“We focused a lot on
cleaning up our mental game,
and the team really buttoned
up their fundamentals,” said
Austin.
The team won 16-3
against Shawnee Mission East
from Kansas City, Mo. on
April 27. Following this victory, freshman goalie Blake
Riley led the team to a 9-0
victory with a shutout against
O’Fallon Township (Ill.) on
Tuesday.
“Blake is as good as they
come,” said sophomore attackman David Stolz.
Yesterday, the JV Bills
played the Chaminade Red
Devils before the varsity game
against Chaminade. The Dev-

ils went up 3-0 in the first five
minutes. After Austin called
a timeout and Riley whipped
the team into shape with a
pep talk, they came out of
the timeout immediately with
much more passion and drive.
After several great saves
by the Devils’ goalie, Stolz
struck first for SLUH, making
it 3-1 in favor of Chaminade.
Flood evened the score with
two quick goals before half.
The Bills came out with speed
after half, and there was no
doubt about who was going to
win the game. The Bills ended
up stomping Chaminade 7-3.
If the team can keep
playing like it has for the last
three games, there’s a real shot
at taking home the JV state
game.
“During my years of JV
lacrosse, we never came close
to winning the JV state game,”
said Byron. “But with the tremendous amount of talent
we have on this year’s team, I
think we have a chance.”
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Baseball drops two with lack of
timely hitting
photo | Ben Banet

VolleyBills slip up against Vianney,
defend Parkway Central championship
BY Danny Schneller
SPORTS EDITOR

A

Senior Alex Webb fields a ball to try to apply the tag while John Ceriotti looks on.
BY Thomas
CORE STAFF

Riganti

S

t. Louis U. High baseball
(13-5) dropped games
against Farmington and Vianney this week to end its
six-game winning streak. The
team looks to remain consistent in the final few MCC
games of the season and into
the playoffs.
On Wednesday, the
Jr. Bills took on Vianney at
Sheridan Stadium. SLUH had
defeated the Griffins 12-7 the
week before, but Vianney was
ready for the Jr. Bills this time
as they started the first inning
with three runs to go up 3-0.
The Jr. Bills struggled to
drive home their base runners. SLUH stranded five runners in scoring position.
Junior Bryan Nolan kept
the Jr. Bills in the contest by
pitching the complete game,
alowing only the three runs.
Nolan’s consistency on the
mound has been a key factor
in SLUH’s success this year;
he has an 2.10 ERA and is tied
for the team lead with four
wins.
In the bottom of the seventh, down 3-0 with one out,

Baseball
Nightbeat

seniors Mark Cerutti, Marcus
Ramspott, and John Ceriotti
all fought through long at bats
for singles to load the bases.
But junior Ryan Krippene
struck out looking and one of
the Jr. Bills’ most lethal hitters,
senior Luke Robinson, struck
out as well to end a game in
which SLUH outhit Vianney
but could not advance the
runners.
On Tuesday, SLUH hosted Farmington in a makeup
contest from early in the season. Farmington knocked in
two quick runs in the first off
of freshman Jacob Safarian.
Sophomore John Brinkman got SLUH on the board
with a single in the second
inning. Farmington widened
the gap in the fifth to make it
4-1 but Brinkman, who leads
the team with 25 RBIs, singled
home another run for SLUH.
In the sixth, SLUH had
a chance to tie Farmington
with a one out, bases-loaded
opportunity. But the Jr. Bills
could not drive home any
runs and went to the seventh
inning down 4-2.
Again, SLUH loaded the
bases with one out; senior An-

drew Waller hit a sacrifice fly,
but the Jr. Bills could not add
any more and lost 4-3.
The losses to Vianney and
Farmington have been a result
of inability to score runs. Early in the season, it seemed as
though the offense would lead
the way but lately the hitters
are in a bit of a slump.
As part of the previous
win streak, SLUH knocked off
CBC 7-6 on April 17. In the
bottom of the fourth, Robinson hit a big double that
scored two runs and gave
SLUH a 6-4 lead.
CBC fired back in the
sixth with an inside the park
home run to make it 7-6
SLUH. Robinson then came
in to pitch and struck out two
to end the game.
Robinson’s dominance in
the field, at the plate, and from
the mound has been crucial all
year long. Robinson has a 1.91
ERA as he has converted four
out of four save opportunities
this year. He leads the team
with a whopping 25 singles.
SLUH’s next game will be
in the Ritenour Tournament
on Saturday at 10 a.m.

Scores te
Upda

St. Louis U. High baseball knocked off CBC for the Varsity Water Polo
Junior Varsity RugBY
second time this season last
night 2-1 in eight innings.
April 26
Sophomore John Brinkman
SLUH 18 - Ladue 7
April 22
gave up one run through six
SLUH 40 - CBC 7
innings. In the top of the
April 29
eighth with senior Marcus
SLUH 22 - Parkway S. 11
April 16
Ramspott on third base, juEureka 12 - SLUH 7
nior Ryan Krippene hit a shot Varsity Tennis
to left that scored Ramspott.
April 29
March 27
Senior Luke Robinson closed
SLUH 7 - Kirkwood 2
SLUH 25 - CBC 19
it out in the bottom half of the
inning for his fifth save of the
April 30
March 14
year.
Parkway W. 5 - SLUH 4
SLUH 12 - DeSmet 7
—compiled by Thomas Riganti

Frisbee
Nightbeat
The St. Louis U. High Ultimate Frisbee team wrapped
up its regular season last night
with a convincing 15-4 win
over Priory. The team ended
the season with a record of
6-1, its only loss being to DeSmet. The Frisbills now turn
their sights to the State tournament which will be held
May 10 and 11 at Priory.
—compiled by Marty Johnson

Inline Hockey
SLUH Varsity 5
DeSmet 3
SLUH Varsity 1
Ft. Zumwalt S. 0
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ppearing in the finals of
two tournaments and
knocking off all non-Vianney
competition, the St. Louis U.
High varsity volleyball team
(20-4-1) is well on its way to
making a deep run at the State
tournament.
Heading into Vianney’s
tournament, the Jr. Bills were
6-1, having lost only their first
game of the season to Vianney. Though they trekked all
the way through their bracket
to the final, the VolleyBills ran
into their rivals from Vianney again in both the seeding
tournament finals, a minitourney before the tournament itself which decides how
each team will be seeded, and
the final of the whole tournament, managing to win just
one set in either game.
In the week that followed
the Vianney tournament,
the Jr. Bills knocked off both
DeSmet and Marquette as
they prepared for the following weekend’s tournament at
Parkway Central.
Last year, the VolleyBills took the title at Parkway
Central’s tournament. So this
year’s Jr. Bills were very hungry to defend their title. The
team came out swinging in
the tournament and marched
through their competition to
defend their title while only
dropping one set in a split
against Parkway Central.
On the way to the championship, the VolleyBills
knocked off Lafayette and
DeSmet in four extremely
tight sets, beating DeSmet 2523 in both sets.
“DeSmet’s definitely going to be one of those teams
that is there at the end of the
season, along with Lafayette,”
said senior Joey McGuire.
“We’ve just been playing really well against DeSmet this
year for whatever reason. We
can’t seem to beat Vianney for
some reason, but we’re really
good against DeSmet. I don’t
know why that is, but it’s been
working out that way.”
Another high point of
SLUH’s tournament was the
naming of sophomore Shawn
Hughes as the tournament’s
MVP. Hughes made 21 kills in
the games against DeSmet and
Lafayette.
Since the Parkway

tournament, SLUH has won
three games and lost one more
to the Griffins of Vianney. Despite another loss to the Griffins, the VolleyBills felt good
about the way that they performed.
“I felt like we played alright, but we lost focus toward
the end,” said senior captain
Eric Ottenlips.
Head coach Jim Gioia
was also somewhat encouraged by what he saw in the
team’s fourth game against
Vianney.
“We came out really
strong in the first set,” said
Gioia. “That was really encouraging. We were executing
well and with a lot of energy. It
was a little frustrating that we
couldn’t hold on to that lead
that we established. It was in
Vianney’s gym which always
makes it a little tougher. Obviously from here on out we
will be facing them at a neutral site. We definitely have
improvements to make before
we play them again. It’s not
that we played badly, but we
can be more ready for them
before we play them again.”
Gioia’s primary concern
as the VolleyBills march toward State is that they are not
serving aggressively enough
or using quite enough variety
on offense, especially against
Vianney.
“We need to be more
productive serving,” said
Gioia. “We have to serve
them aggressively. It’s a fine
line. The more aggressive
you are, the more likely you
are to serve out, but we have
to tend towards more aggressive and take a few more risks.
We do want to execute at the
same time. We also want to
vary our offense just a little bit
just to give ourselves a chance
to catch Vianney off guard.
There are certain situations
where it’s pretty easy for them
to see where we’re going. So,
we want to be able to throw a
few curveballs at them.”
Both of these things were
vastly improved in last night’s
game against the Pirates of
Pattonville.
The Jr. Bills extended
their lead from 21-17 to 24-17
on three big serves from
senior Chuck Lang.
Though they dropped the next
point, the VolleyBills pulled
out the set with a sideout to
win it 25-18.

The
aggressive
serving that Gioia has been
preaching was really on display in the second set. Behind
an Ottenlips ace that spun
perfectly into the left sideline
and a five-point run behind
the serves of senior Jack Pazderka, the Jr. Bills walked over
Pattonville to take the second
set 25-9.
“Coach has had us working really hard on our serves
and serving under pressure,
so that when we get to big opponents like Vianney, we’ll be
able to handle our serves and
put them in when they matter
most,” said McGuire. “I think
that really showed up (against
Pattonville). The team did a
good job of working hard the
entire game, and I think the
result reflected that. We’ve
been passing serves a lot better, and that allows (junior
setter) Ryan Abeln to spread
the ball around better. Our
defense has really been leading to strong offense.”
With the beginning of
State playoffs just a few weeks
away, Ottenlips can see his
team coming together.
“I think we’re definitely
playing better than we were,”
said Ottenlips. “We’re playing as a team more, and we’re
looking forward to making
a big run at the State tournament. I think if we all figure
out how to play as a team together, we’ll have a really good
chance to ultimately win between us, Vianney, and DeSmet.”
Gioia, too, has strong
faith in his players, knowing
that if they play to their own
strengths they have a strong
chance against any team they
might find on the opposite
side of the net.
“When we serve-receive
well, we have a really strong
offense,” said Gioia. “We’re
not especially big, so we aren’t
especially great at blocking
which makes defending a little
tougher. When we control the
ball well, we have a very good
chance of beating just about
anybody. When our ball control suffers a little bit, it becomes a lot more difficult for
us to win against good teams.”
The VolleyBills will
face the Cadets of CBC next
Wednesday in an MCC showdown in the Danis Field house
at 5:30. They appreciate all the
fan support that they can get.
photo | courtesy of Eric Ottenlips

Jr Varsity Water Polo

April 26
SLUH 9 - Ladue 3
April 29
SLUH 12- Parkway S. 5

Ft. Zumwalt N. 9
SLUH JV 3
SLUH-C 4
Washington 1
Afton 10
SLUH C Team 0

Last Saturday, the SLUH volleyball team hosted a tournament for Dig It, a local charity that
runs a volleyball league for inner city girls in the Danis Field House. Senior Eric Ottenlips explained, “We helped coach the teams, talked to and hung out with the girls, and helped run the
tournament.” Latin teacher and varsity coach Jim Gioia said, “It was a great confidence boost for
the girls to have someone (SLUH guys) cheering you on.

–compiled by Ben Banet.
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Friday, April 25

Film Club screened
Nebraska, the black and white
movie directed by Alexander
Payne. Though the Film Club
breaks its schedule today by
not showing a film, buffs can
watch The Matrix at the last
meeting of the Philosophical
Debates Club.

2 of this week’s Prep News.
Monday, April 28

ACES and STUCO met
Monday to film a trailer for
Project U Summer Kickoff, a
mixer on May 17 planned by
the two groups. The trailer
was shown during lunch yesterday.
SLUH’s planning proThe freshman class had cess continued with another
its dance, chaperoned by fac- meeting of the Imagining 18
ulty and a handful of senior visioning groups; see article on
page 3 of this week’s Prep News.
advisors.
Competition for a $100
dollar gift certificate in the Tuesday, April 29
The Senior Pastoral
Riderless Derby began with
the submission of teams. The Team met to complete its
prize will go to the group of preparations for graduation
five to ten students and faculty Mass and lock-in Mass. They
which most avoids driving also watched fellow team
member Tom Fields compete
cars to school.
The Anime Club watched in the national Poetry Out
Log Horizon, a fictional se- Loud competition.
Thomas à Kempis Club
ries about a group of people
trapped in a computer game. read chapters sixteen through
SLUH held its annual all- eighteen of The Imitation of
school Awards Ceremony. Christ.
Brock Kesterson sent out
For a list of awards, see p. 4 of
an email inviting students to
this week’s Prep News.
join the newly formed Honor
Code Committee, headed by
Saturday, April 26
Senior Follies debuted junior Nick Perryman.
Politics Club met for its
and then continued the next
last meeting with its founding
day to packed crowds.
The World War Two His- set of seniors. The small turntorians Club traveled to Jeffer- out discussed negative reacson Barracks. See article on p. tions to Massachusetts senator

Elizabeth Warren’s recently
published book in the Wall
Street Journal and The Economist and her political future in
general.
NHS members spent
time planning and preparing
for the NHS Induction Ceremony at their executive meeting. At the meeting, they also
voted in two new sophomore
NHS officers, Alex Wang as
Treasurer and Jerry Dugan as
Officer for Special Events.

day of auditions, 18 men and
3 women auditioned.
The Junior Pastoral team
planned and assigned roles for
the Junior Ring Mass today.
At the school’s End of
Year Mass, sophomore Mario
Thomallari was baptised, confirmed and received first communion.
The Sophomore Pastoral Team gathered in Campus
Ministry to celebrate Mario
Thomallari’s baptism, confirmation, and first Communion
Wednesday, April 30
at the End of the Year Mass.
Scholar Bowl lost two Members of the team were
matches against Ladue in Sec- joined by Nick Ehlman and
tionals. See article on p. 4 of Fr. Carl Heumann, S.J to share
this week’s Prep News.
a bite of cake.
A new batch of juniors
and seniors were inducted Thursday, May 1st
into NHS. Science teacher
Freshmen
Pastoral
Mary Russo spoke on leader- Team met to reflect on the
ship. Seniors Mark and Luke year both as individuals and
Robinson passed on their of- a group.
ficer positions to new inductThe 2014 Mass of the
ees Alex Wang as Treasurer Holy Spirit (MOTHS) Comand Jerry Duggan as Director mittee met at De Smet Jesuit
of Special Events. Moderator High School for their final ofKathy Chott also spoke to the ficial meeting.
inductees, parents, and reSLUH held its reschedturning NHS members.
uled Car Free Day. See article
Over the course of on p. 5 of this week’s Prep News.
Wednesday and Thursday, —compiled by Adam Thorp,
auditions were held for next Leo Heinz, Sam Chechik, and
school year’s production of Duncan Allen, Jack Kiehl
of the comedic play You Can’t
Take It with You. On the first

NHS Inductees
Juniors
Nick Blaes
Dominic Civettini
John Fitzgerald
Andrew Gmelich
Marty Johnson
Nicholas Keesey
Tom Mathews
Brian Rabe
Hunter Schmidt
Jack Schroder
Joseph Spellmeyer
Sophomores
Duncan Allen
Dane Basler
Jack Bender
Scott Berger
Joe Bingaman
Max Bredenkoetter

Michael Brennan
Michael Bub
Sam Caldwell
Liam Cler
John Correa
Anthony Delia
Charlie Dienstbach
David Dowd-Nieto
Jerome John Duggan
Matthew Fink
Connor FitzGerald
Patrick Flood
Matt Frein
Peter Genovese
Sergio Goodwin
Chris Harden
Michael Hayes
John Heaney
Jake Henty
Ian Hurford
Matthew Jansen
Spencer Jones
Tim Juergens

Jack Keady
Sean Kelso
Austin Klarsch
Chris Kreienkamp
Daniel Lally
James Leahy
Michael L’Ecuyer
Jacob Lepak
Matt Lesko
Sam Lindwedel
Matthew Llewellyn
Stephen Lockwood
Brandon Long
Jacob Longinette
Grant Ludwig
John MacDonald
Justin Martin
Ethan McIntyre
Nicholas Messina
Charles Mueth
Michael Niese
Thomas Nowak
Jack O’Malley

Frogs land in stadium

Richard Pasque
Sam Perry
Derek Rieke
Sam Rudder
Daniel Schu
Patrick Schuler
Ben Daniel Schulte
Joseph Schultz
Jack Sinay
Andrew St. John
Truman Stephens
David Stolz
John Storgion
Tim Tierney
David Viox
Colin Vogt
Chris Walsh
Daniel Walsh
Alex Wang
Michael Wiley
Jack Wilke
Sean F. Wohlstadter
John Zetzman

photo | Sam Chechik
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Friday, May 2

Half Day
C Lacrosse @ CBC Freshmen Tournament (Through
Sunday, May 4)
V/JV Water Polo @ Ladue Invitational (Through Saturday,
May 3)
1pm
Junior Ring Banner Signing
1:30pm Junior Ring Mass
4:15pm C Baseball vs. DeSmet
8pm
Junior Ring Dance

Saturday, May 3
V Rugby @ Missouri Youth Rugby Championship
(Through Sunday May 4)
Sophomore Class Dance
9am
V Tennis @ MCC Tournament
10am B Baseball @ Seckman Tournament
12pm
B Baseball @ Seckman Tournament
1pm
V Baseball vs. TBA
3pm
V Inline vs. Ft. Zumwalt North
5pm
C Inline vs. Parkway South

Sunday, May 4
1pm
1pm
2pm
3pm
5pm

Spring band Concert
JV Inline vs. Ft. Zumwalt South
C Inline vs. Ft. Zumwalt South
JV Inline vs. Francis Howell
C Inline vs. Holt

Monday, May 5

Schedule R
AP Exams–Chemistry, environmental science, psychology
STUCO Sr. Primary Elections
9am
V Golf @ District Primary
4pm
JV/C Track @ SLUH Quad
4:15pm C Baseball vs. Parkway North
4:30pm V Lacrosse @ Eureka
6pm
JV Lacrosse @ Eureka
6pm
V Inline vs. Fox
Lunch Special–Chicken Wraps

Tuesday, May 6

Schedule R
AP Exams–Computer, Spanish
Activity period–Sr. STUCO Speeches, voting during lunch
4:15pm B Baseball @ DeSmet
4:15pm C Baseball vs. Eureka
4:30pm V Baseball vs. DeSmet
5pm
JV Volleyball @ Francis Howell Central
6pm
V Volleyball @ Francis Howell Central
Lunch Special–Chicken Strips

Wednesday, May 7
Senior Exams
AP Exams–AB, BC Calc
AP–Freshman In-house Field Trip
3:15pm Chorus Dress Rehearsal
4pm
V/JV Tennis vs. Whitfield
4:15pm B Baseball @ Chaminade
4:15pm C Baseball vs. St. Mary’s
4:30pm V Baseball vs. Chaminade
4:30pm JV Volleyball vs. CBC
5pm
V Lacrosse @ Rockwood Summit
5:30pm V Volleyball @ SLUH
7pm
JV Lacrosse @ Rockwood Summit
Lunch Special–Brunch for Lunch

Schedule R

Thursday, May 8

Schedule R
Senior Exams
AP Exams–English Literature, Latin
Women of SLUH Lunch
4pm
V/JV MCC Championships @ Chaminade
4pm
JV Volleyball @ Chaminade
4:15pm B Baseball @ Francis Howell
4:15pm C Baseball vs. Webster Groves
4:15pm V Baseball vs. Francis Howell
7:30pm Jazz Concert
Lunch Special–Papa Johns

Friday, May 9

Schedule R
Senior Exam Make Up Day
AP Exams–English Language, Statistics
V Water Polo @ Missouri District Tournament
JV Water Polo @ District Tournament
9:30am
Senior Class Meeting and Lunch
4:15pm B Baseball vs. Granite City
4:15pm C Baseball vs. Oakville
9pm
C Inline vs. DeSmet
Lunch Special–Toasted Ravioli
As part of the U.S. Navy’s Outreach sponsored Navy Week St.
Louis, the United States Parachute Team, the “Leap Frogs,”
jumped into the St. Louis U. High football stadium yesterday, putting on a show for those who attended.
Yesterday’s jump was coordinated by the Science Center, not
by SLUH. Without a large enough area to land the jumpers, the
Science Center asked SLUH for permission to use the SLUH football stadium for the event, and SLUH consented.
An estimated 300 to 400 people attended the event at SLUH,
though there could have been more due to the Compton Drew
students that came. Three jumpers hopped from a military
aircraft from approximately 6,000 feet while releasing smoke grenades and letting the Navy SEAL and American flags drop with
weights.
–compiled by Leo K. Heinz and Sam Chechik

